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FRONTISPIECE. 


"  Tla  tadj  bappeninf  it  the  nine  time  to  look  ap  to  lbs  tm,  mw  the  two  prince^  tnd  iradr 
<  li^  to  tlMDi  with  her  hud  to  come  down  without  nuking  an  j  nout .  Their  tai  wu  nlrcmr 
•rben  tbej  hand  lurnuelrca  ducorered,  ind  the;  pnytd  the  ladj ,  bj  other  ligni,  lo  eii-iiie 
them  I  but  ibe,  ifter  having  laid  the  monitei'a  hew!  aoftlj  down  t-n  the  groand,  '0«  up,  sikI 
■pake  lo  tbem,  with  a  low,  but  eager  voice,  to  come  down  to  hei  ;  ahe  would  lake  lb  deniaL 
Tha;  Diada  aign*  to  her  that  they  wcie  afraid  of  the  genie,  and  wo  ukl  bin  lu*e  been  eicuaeJ. 
CTpon  which  ahe  ordered  them  to  come  down,  ant  if  the;  did  nr «  make  baate,  Ihnateiied  k> 
•wake  tbr  genie,  and  Ind  luu  kill  them." — y.  9. 
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PREFACE. 


VvmEMOOu  urn  the  editioni  of  the  Arabian  Nights'  Entertainmenta,  and  fireqnently  as  they 
hftva  fnrived  the  embeUifhmenta  of  the  artist,  jti  an  Edition  was  still  wanting,  more  easilj  ao- 
easrible  to  the  general  reader,  and  which,  while  it  combined  economy,  should  not  be  deficient  in 
«lmnoe  or  illostration.  To  supply  this  chasm  in  the  Literature  of  Romance,  is  the  object  of  the 
EdSlion  now  oflSned  to  the  public;  and  it  can  scarcely  be  necessary  to  observe,  that  altnough  the 
EngraTings  are  more  numerous  than  in  any  precedinjg  Edition,  tKe  vigour  and  spirit  with  which 
they  are  executed,  will  recommend  them  oven  to  the  admirers  of  the  arts.  These  Engravings 
tha  whole  of  which  are  firom  original  designs,  made  expressly  for  this  work,  are  nearly  one  hun- 
dred in  number.  The  subjectsnave  been  very  haopil^  selected,  and  it  will  be  seen  with  how 
much  skill  the  Artist  has  embodied  the  humour  ana  spirit  of  the  Author.  Under  these  drcum* 
■tnnres,  the  Publisher  has  no  doubt  but  that  he  will  enjoy  the  double  gratificatran  of  giving  to 
the  pablie  the  cheapest  Edition  of  the  Thousand  and  One  Tales  of  the  inimitable  Oriental 
Story  TeQer,  and  ofsuppljriDg  a  work,  which,  in  point  of  embellishment,  may  be  found  worthy 
of  a  pbee  in  the  best  libraries. 

Or  the  merits  of  the  Arabian  Nights'  Entertainments,  their  popularity  would  be  sufficieni 
eridenoe  alone,  had  not  the  knjguage  of  prsise  both  in  poetry  and  prose,  long  been  exhausted  on 
them.  They  are  still  the  adnuration  of  av«7  person  who  can  appreciate  curious  and  useful  in- 
iDvmatkm  conveyed  through  the  medium  of  nctkm.  "  They  are,"  says  Colonel  Capper,  in  his 
O6serM<t0fw  on  the  PoMoge  to  /ruiio,  "  by 'many  people  erroneously  supposed  to  be  a  spurious 
pvodoctkm,  and  an  therefore  slighted  in  a  manner  they  do  not  deserve.  They  were  written  by 
an  Arabian,  and  are  universally  read  and  admired  throughout  Asia  by  all  ranksof  men,  both  oM 
end  young :  considered,  thereiore,  as  an  original  work,  descriptive  as  they  are  of  the  mannen 
and  customs  of  the  East  in  general,  and  also  of  the  Arabians  m  particular,  the^  surelv  must  be 
theogfat  to  merit  the  attention  of  the  carious ;  nor  are  they,  in  mj  opinion,  destitute  or  merit  in 
other  respects :  for,  altbouffh  the  extravagance  of  some  of  the  stones  is  carried  too  for,  yet,  on  the 
nrhsls^  one  eannot  help  admiring  the  foncy  and  invention  of  the  author,  in  striking  out  such  a 
twisty  of  pleasing  incidents ;  pwasing  I  will  call  them,  because  they  have  firequently^  afforded 
vaeaneh  amusement  I  nor  do  I  envy  any  man  his  feelingi^  who  is  above  being  pleased  with  them. 
But  before  any  person  decides  upon  the  merit  of  these  books,  he  should  be  eye-vritneas  of  the 
•fleet  they  produce  on  those  wno  best  undentend  them.  I  have  more  than  once  seen  the 
Aiabiui  in  the  desert  sitting  round  a  fire  listening  to  these  stories  with  such  attention  and 
lileasuie,  as  toUlly  to  forget  the  fatigue  and  hardship  vrith  which  an  instant  before  they  were 
cDtirely  overcome.  In  short,  not  to  dwell  an^  longer  on  this  subjedL  they  are  in  the  same  esti- 
BMtion  all  over  Asia,  that  the  adventures  of'^  Don  duixote  are  in  Spain ;  and  it  is  presumed, 
BO  man  <^  genius  or  taste  would  think  of  making  the  tour  of  that  country  without  previously 
leading  the  work  of  Cervantes." 

Nor  is  the  picture  of  Oriental  manners  and  customs,  as  exhibited  in  the  Arabian  Nights'  En- 
teftainmmts,  that  of  a  remote  age ;  on  the  contrary,  Mr.  Dallaway,  one  of  the  reoect  tnvellors 
in  the  East,  in  his  "  Constantinople  Ancient  and  Modem,"  says,  "  Much  of  the  romantic  air 
^rbich  pervades  the  domestic  habits  of  the  persons  described  in  the  Arabian  Nights'  Entertain- 
ments, paiticulariy  in  inferior  lifie,  will  be  obeerved  in  passing  throuffh  the  streets  of  that  city. 
And  we  reeeive  with  additional  pleasure  a  remembrance  of  the  delignt  with  which  we  at  fiist 
|wrueed  them,  in  finding  them  authenticportraits  of  every  Oriental  nation." 

Mr.  Hala  In  his  remarks  on  these  Tales,  considen  the  Sindbad  as  the  Arabian  Odyasey, 
Msd  aa  desalptire  of  real  places  and  mannere ;  and  he  takes  no  small  pains  to  aaoertain  thie  pre* 
cte  loeal  dtaatioiiB  of  the  islands  which  Sindbad  is  amipoaodto  visit;  but  the  baantiBa  of  tha 
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A— lilan  Nif ]itg>  Entcitainmentc  have  nerrr  been  better  describee!  than  in  the  foUowing  Sonnel 
to  the  Author,  by  Mr.  Thomas  Ruaaell,  Fellow  of  New  College,  Oxford : 

"  Blessed  child  of  Genius,  whose  fantastic  sprite 
Rides  on  the  vivid  lij^htning's  flash,  or  roves 
Through  flowery  valleys  and  elysian  proves ; 
Or,  borne  on  vent'rous  pinions,  takes  its  flight 
To  those  dread  realms,  where,  hid  from  mortal  sight, 
Fierce  Genii  roam,  or  wh>;rc  in  bright  alcoves 
Mild  Fairies  reign,  and  woo  their  nccret  loves : 
Whate'er  thy  theme,  whether  the  magic  might 
Of  the  stern  kinfs  that  dwell  'mid  Ocean's  roar, 
Or  Stnd bad's  penis,  or  the  cruel  wiles 
Of  Afric's  curst  enchanters,  charm  us  more. 
Or  aught  more  wond'rout  still  our  ear  beguiles ; 
Well  pleased  we  listen  ta  thy  fabling  lore, 
And  Truth  itself  with  lees  attraction  smiies.'* 

The  present  translation  is  from  the  Contea  Arabes  of  M.  Galland,  who  appean  to  have  un- 
Ubed  no  inconsiderable  portion  of  the  spirit  of  the  Orimtal  writer ;  and  the  utmost  care  has  been 
taken  to  render  it  as  correct  as  possibl^  consistent  with  the  simplicity  of  the  narration,  and  the 
Inxariance  of  its  descriptions. 

Altbouch  it  cannot  now  be  necessaiy  to  enter  into  a  critical  examination  of  a  work  which  is 
•qaaUy  admired  by  the  learned  and  the  unlearned,  the  young  and  the  old,  yet  as  the  Genii  and 
Furies  form  so  considerable  a  part  of  the  machinery  of  these  Tales,  it  may  not  be  improper  to 
my  something  rewpecting  them. 

The  Oenn  or  uinn  oT  the  Arabians,  is  the  same  with  the  Div  or  Oanman  of  the  Persians, 
the  DetUa  of  the  Indians,  and  the  Turks'  Ginler^  and  signifies  a  genie  or  demon,  who  has  a 
body  formed  of  a  more  subtle  matter  than  those  of  men,  and  like  elementary  fire.  They  are  sup- 
posed to  have  been  created  and  to  have  governed  the  world  before  Adam,  and  are  divided  into 
good  and  evil  angels,  and  even  giants,  who,  in  the  early  times,  made  war  against  men,  but  have 
■noe  been  confined  to  one  region,  denominated  from  them  6rt«iruton,  the  fidry  land  of  our  old 
lomanoes.  Gian  ben  Oian  was  the  sovereign  of  these  creatures,  or  of  the  Peru  or  foiries,  who 
memed  the  worid  two  thousand  years ;  after  which  Eblis  was  sent  by  God  to  drive  them  into  a 
mstantjiart  of  the  world,  and  there  confine  them,  because  of  their  rebellion.  The  shiekl  of  this 
prince  m  as  fiunoat  as  that  of  Achilles  among  the  Greeks,  and,  like  it,  seven-fold  and  destructive 
ef  aU  enchantments,  and  was  possessed  by  three  successive  Solomons,  who  performed  with  it 
marvellous  but  fobulous  exploits,  and  fell  at  last  into  the  hands  of  a  hero  namedf  Tahmurath,  sur- 
named  Divbend^  or  the  Conqueror  of  Giants. 

Solomon,  the  son  of  David,  is  said  by  the  eastern  historians  to  have  had  not  only  men,  but  good 
and  evil  spirits,  the  birds  and  the  winds,  subjected  to  him  by  God ;  and  to  have  been  possessed  of 
a  rinc  of  wonderful  virtues,  which  seems  to  be  nothing  more  than  the^xtraordinary  wisdom  with 
whicn  1m  was  divinely  endowed.  All  that  we  find  in  these  writers  about  the  marvellous  actions 
and  unrivalled  empire  of  Solomon  over  men  and  devils,  is  drawn  firom  the  Scripture  account  ol 
the  extraordinary  wisdom,  and  virtues,  and  throne  of  this  monarch. 

Peri  are  those  beautiful  creatures,  which  are  neither  men,  angels,  nor  devils.  Some  have 
•opposed  them  the  female  geniea,  but  the  Perit  are  of  both  sexes,  and  are  good  beings;  on  whom 
the  Di9  or  genies  frequently  make  war,  and  shut  up  their  prisoners  in  cages  suspended  on  the 
Ugbeet  tiees^  where  tneir  companions  come  and  feed  them  with  the  finest  odours,  which  are 
their  oomn¥m  food,  and  defend  them  firom  the  Div,  who  feel  a  sudden  change  to  melancholy  as 
eoon  as  they  npproach  them.  ^ 

Benm,  or  Beni  al  Criam,  is  another  name  for  these  good  sphrits,  who  separated  firom  tb« 
friiellioiis  ones  headed  by  Eblis  or  Lucifer.— D*HerbeIot,  voc  Oenn,  Oian,  Peri  Soiomon, 
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Tn  ehrankles  of  the  BoManiana.  the  ancient  kinga 
•f  Penia,  who  extended  their  empire  into  the  Indies, 
orcr  all  the  islands  thereunto  belonf  inf  ,  a  great  way 
l>«70od  the  Qanffcs,  and  as  far  as  China,  acquaint  ui^ 
that  there  waa  formcrix  ^  king  of  that  potent  family, 
the  most  excellent  prince  of  his  time :  he  was  as  much 
belcnred  by  his  subjects  for  his  wisdom  and  prudence, 
as  he  was  dreaded  bj  his  neighboiire,  because  of  his 
vrnJour,  and  his  warlike  and  well  disciplined  troops. 
Be  had  two  aons ;  the  eldest,  Schahriar.  the  worthx 
heir  of  his  father,  and  endowed  with  all  his  virtues. 
Th«  jroongest,  Schalizenan,  was  likewiae  a  prince  of 
incomparable  merit 

After  a  long  and  glorious  reign,  this  king  died,  and 
Schahriar  mounted  his  thronr.  Bchahzenan.  being 
czctedad  from  all  share  of  the  government  b^  the  laws 
of  the  empire,  and  obliged  to  live  a  private  life,  was  so 
fisr  from  envy inc  the  happiness  of  his  brother,  that  he 
mmde  It  his  whole  business  to  please  him,  and  eObcted 
It  without  much  difficulty.  Schahriar,  who  had  natu- 
iiJIIt  a  great  allbction  for  that  prince,  was  so  charmed 
witn  his  comnlaiaance,  that  out  of  an  excesa  of  (Hend- 
•liuhB,  he  would  needs  dividr  his  dominions  with  him, 
mad  gave  him  the  kinirdom  of  Great  Tartary.  Schah- 
seosa  went  Immediatrly,  and  took  poesession  of  it, 
•nd  Ixed  the  seat  of  M%  government  at  Samarcande, 
the  metropolis  of  the  country. 

After  they  had  been  separated  ten  rears,  Sehahriar. 
hsTiag  a  pasalooate  desire  to  see  his  brother,  resolved 
to  S0IM  an  ambassador  tn  invite  him  to  his  court  lie 
BEMM&e  choice  of  his  prime  vizirr  fur  the  embassy,  sent 
hbn  to  Tkrtary  with  a  retinue  ainwerable  to  his  digni- 
ty, and  he  n»de  all  possible  hsKte  to  Samarcande. 
when  he  came  near  the  city,  Bchahzenan  had  notice 
of  it,  aad  went  U>  meet  him  with  the  principal  lords 
of  his  eoort,  who,  to  put  the  more  honour  on  the  sul- 
tan's mtaiister,  appeared  in  magnificent  apparel.  The 
kiac  ^  l^rtary  rrceived  the  amhnssaaor  with  the 
^greatest  demonstrations  of  joy  ;  and  immediately  ask- 
ed him  ooQceming  the  wHfare  of  the  sultan  his 
brother.  The  vixier  having  acquainted  him  that  he 
waa  in  health,  gave  him  an  acr4)unt  of  his  embassy. 
fiehahzenan  was  so  much  affbcted  with  it,  that  he  an- 
swered thus: — ^ce  vizier,  the  sniisn,  my  brother, 
doea  me  too  much  rHNionr ;  he  could  propose  nothing 
la  the  world  so  acceptable ;  I  long  as  passionately  to 
nee  him,  as  he  does  ti)  s«*e  me.  Timr  has  been  no  more 
able  to  dimlniali  my  friendship  than  his.  My  king- 
doca  Is  in  peace,  and  1  desire  na  more  than  ten  dars  to 
get  myself  ready  to  go  with  you ;  so  that  there  u  no 
neceaslty  for  your  entering  the  city  for  so  short  a  time ; 
I  prajr  jroM  to  pitch  your  tents  here,  and  I  will  order 
in  abundance  for  yoiu«*lf  and  your  com- 


Tfzler  did  accordingly,  and  as  soon  ss  the  king 
Ml,  he  seat  him  a  prodigious  quantity  of  pro- 
of all  sorts:  with  presents  of  great  value. 
In  ths  meanwblM^  flehahxenan  made  ready  for  his 


Journey,  took  orden  about  his  most  important  sAinL 
appointed  a  council  to  govern  in  his  absence,  and 
named  a  minister,  of  whose  wisdom  he  had  sufficient 
experience,  and  in  whom  he  had  on  entire  confldencs, 
to  oe  their  president  At  the  end  of  ten  daya,  his 
equipage  being  ready,  he  took  hia  leave  of  the  queea 
his  wife,  and  went  out  of  tovm  in  the  evening  with 
his  retinue,  pitched  his  roval  pavilion  near  the  vixier^ 
tent,  and  discoursed  witn  timt  ambassador  till  mid> 
night  But  willing  once  more  to  embrace  the  queen, 
whom  he  loved  entirely,  he  returned  alone  to  his  pa* 
lace,  aad  went  straight  to  her  mi^esty's  apartment, 
who,  not  expecting  his  return,  liad  taken  one  of  the 
meanest  officers  of  her  household  to  her  bed,  whm 
they  lay  both  fast  to  sleep,  having  been  in  bed  a  coo* 
siderahle  while. 

The  king  entered  without  any  noise,  and  nleaaed 
himself  to  think  how  he  should  surprise  nis  wife,  who^ 
he  thought,  loved  him  as  entirely  ss  he  did  her :  but 
how  great  was  his  surprise,  when  by  the  light  of  ths 
flambeaux,  which  bum  all  night  in  the  apartments 
of  those  eastern  princes,  he  saw  a  man  in  her  arms ! 
He  stood  immoveable  for  a  time,  not  knowing  how  to 
believe  hia  own  eyes :  but,  flnding  that  it  was  not  tobs 
doubted,  IIow !  says  he  to  himself,  I  am  scarce  out  of 
my  ualace.  and  but  Jujtt  under  the  walls  of  Samar- 
cande, ana  dare  they  put  such  an  outrage  upon  me! 
Ah  !  perfidious  wretches  ?  your  crime  shall  not  go  nn« 
punished.  As  king.  I  am  to  punbh  wickedness  com* 
mitted  in  irnr  dominions ;  and  as  an  enraged  husband,  I 
must  sacrifice  you  to  my  Just  resentment  In  a  word, 
this  unfortunite  prince,  giving  way  to  his  rage,  drew 
his  scimitar,  and,  approaching  the  bed,  killed  them 
both  with  one  blow,  turning  their  sleep  into  death; 
and  afterwards  takinx  tliem  up,  threw  them  out  of  a 
window,  into  tlie  ditch  that  surruunded  the  palae^e. 

Having  avenged  himself  thus,  he  went  out  of  town 
privately^  as  he  came  into  it ;  and,  returning  to  his  pa- 
vilion, without  saying  one  word  of  what  )Mui'ha|^n- 
ed,  he  ordered  the  tents  to  be  struck,  and  to  make 
ready  for  his  Joumer.  This  was  spe^ily  done ;  and 
before  day  lie  began  ills  marcli,  with  kettle-drums  and 
other  instruments  of  music,  that  filled  every  one  with 
Joy,  except  ttie  king,  who  was  so  much  troubled  at  the 
disloyalty  of  his  wile,  that  he  was  seized  with  extreme 
melancholy,  which  preyed  upon  him  during  his  whole 
Journey. 

When  he  drew  near  the  capital  of  the  Indies,  tlie 
sultan  ^hahriar  and  all  his  court  came  out  to  meet 
him ;  and  the  princes  were  overjoyed  to  see  one  an- 
other, and  aligliting,  after  mutual  embraces,  and  other 
marks  of  afl^tion  and  respect,  thev  mounted  again, 
and  entered  the  city,  with  the  acclamations  of  vast 
multitudes  of  people.  The  sultan  conducted  his  bro- 
ther to  the  palace  ne  had  provided  for  him,  which  had 
a  communication  with  his  own,  bv  means  of  a  garden ; 
and  was  *o  much  the  more  magnificent,  that  it  was  set 
apart  asa  banqneting-honse  for  public  entertainments, 
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tnd  oilier  dlTereiom  of  the  court,  and  the  irplendour  of 
't  had  been  lately  atifmencel  by  new  furniture. 

Scliohriar  immediately  left  the  king  of  Tartary,  that 
he  mif  ht  five  him  time  to  bathe  himself,  and  to  change 
his  apparel ;  and  as  soon  as  he  had  done,  he  came  lo 
him  again,  and  they  sat  down  together  ujion  a  sofa  or 
ttloove.  The  courtiers  kept  at  a  distance,  out  nf  re> 
■pect,  and  those  two  princes  entertained  one  another 
suitably  to  their  friendship,  their  nearness  of  blood,  and 
the  long  separation  that  liad  passed  betwixt  them. 
The  time  ofsupper  being  come,  they  ate  togetlier,  af- 
ter which  they  renewed  tlieir  conversation,  which  con- 
tinued till  Schalu'iar,  perceiving  that  it  was  very  late, 
left  his  brother  to  rest. 

The  unfortunate  Schahzenan  went  to  bed ;  and 
though  the  conversation  of  hia  brother  had  suspended 
his  grief  for  some  time,  it  retumod  upon  him  with 
more  vMence ;  so  thuL  instead  of  taking  his  necessa- 
ry rest,  he  tormented  himself  with  cruel  reflections. 
AH  the  circumstances  of  tiis  wife's  disloyalty  present- 
ed themselves  afresh  to  his  inia;;ination,  in  so  lively  a 
manner,  that  he  was  like  one  beside  himself.  In  a 
word,  not  being  able  to  sleep,  he  got  up,  and  giving 
himself  over  to  aHliciing  tlKuights,  they  made  such  an 
Impression  upon  hu*  countenance,  that  the  sultan 
could  not  bat  take  no' ice  of  it,  and  said  thus  to  him* 
■elf:  What  can  be  the  matter  with  the  king  of  Tarta- 
ry, that  he  is  so  meLinc  Holv  1  Has  he  an v  cause  to 
eomplain  of  his  receptiinf  No,  surely;  I  have  re- 
ceived him  as  a  brother  whom  I  love,  so  that  I  can 
charge  myself  with  no  omiesion  in  that  respect.  Per- 
haps it  grieves  him  to  be  at  Huch  a  distance  from  his 
dominions,  or  from  the  quce<i  his  wife.  Alas !  if  that 
be  the  matter,  I  must  forthwith  give  him  ttie  presents 
I  designed  for  him,  that  he  majr  return  to  Saniarcando 
when  he  pleases.  Accordingly,  next  day  Schahriar 
sent  him  part  of  those  prescnkS,  being  tlic  greatest 
rmrities  and  the  richest  things  that  the  Indies  could  af- 
ford. At  the  same  time  he  endea toured  to  divert  his 
bmCber  every  day,  by  new  objecLd  of  pleasure,  and 
the  finest  treats ;  which,  instead  of  .giving  the  king  of 
Tartary  any  ease,  only  increased  hlk>  mrrow. 

One  dav,  Schahriar,  Irnving  appoin*^  a  great  hunt- 
ing match,  about  two  days' journey  hoin  his  capital, 
in  a  place  that  abounded  with  deer,  Scluihzenan  pray- 
ed htm  to  excuse  him,  for  his  health  would  not  allow 
him  to  bear  him  company.  The  sultan,  unwilling  to 
put  any  constraint  upon  him,  left  him  at  his  liberty, 
and  went  a  hunting  with  his  nobles.  Tlie  king  of 
Tartary  being  thus  left  alone,  shut  himself  up  in  his 
apartment,  and  sat  down  at  a  window  that  looked  into 
the  garden.  That  delicious  place,  and  the  sweet  har- 
mony of  an  infinite  number  of  birds  which  chose  it 
for  a  place  of  retreat,  must  certainly  have  diverted 
him,  had  he  been  capable  of  taking  pleasure  In  any 
thing ;  but  being  perpetually  tormented  with  the  fatal 
renembrance  of  tils  queen's  infamous  conduct,  his 
eyes  were  not  so  often  fixed  upon  the  garden,  as  lifted 
up  to  heaven  to  bewail  his  misfortunes. 

While  lie  was  thus  swallowed  up  with  grief,  an  ob- 
ject presented  itself  to  his  view,  wtiich  quickly  turned 
all  his  thoughts  another  wray.  A  secret  gate  of  the  sul- 
tan's palace  opened  all  of  a  sudden,  and  there  came 
out  of  it  twenty  women,  in  the  midst  of  whom  vralked 
the  sultanets,  wlio  was  easily  distinguished  from  the 
rest  by  ber  m^Oestic  air.  The  princess,  thinking  that 
the  king  of  Tartary  was  gone  a  hunting  with  his  bro- 
ther the  sultan,  came  up  with  her  retinue  near  the 
windows  of  his  apartment ;  for  the  prince  had  placed 
himseU  so  that  he  could  see  all  that  passed  in  the  gar- 
den, without  being  perceived  himself.  He  observed, 
that  the  persons  who  accompanied  the  sultaness  threw 
off  their  veils  and  long  rob<^  that  they  might  be  at 
more  freedom ;  but  was  wonderfully  surprised  when 
be  saw  ten  of  them  to  be  blacks,  and  that  oach  of  them 
took  his  mistress.  Tlie  sultaness,  on  lior  part,  was  not 
long  without  her  gallant  s»he  clapped  hrr  hands,  and 
called  Masoud,  Masoud ;  and  immediately  a  black 
came  dovm  from  a  tree,  and  ran  ^>  her  In  all  haste. 

Modesty  will  not  allow,  nor  is  it  necessary,  to  relate 
what  passed  between  the  blacks  and  tlie  ladies.  It  is 
enflleient  to  say,  that  ^V;hahzenan  saw  enotigh  to  con- 
vince him  that  his  brother  was  as  much  to  be  pitied  as 
himself.  This  amonms  company  continued  together 
tni  midnight,  and  having  bathed  all  togetlier,  in  a  great 
piece  of  water  whkh  was  one  of  the  chief  omamenU 


of  the  garden,  they  dressrd  themselves,  and  re-entered 
the  pahce  by  the  secret  door,  all  except  Masoud,  who 
climbed  up  his  tree,  and  got  over  the  garden  wall  the 
same  way  as  he  came  in. 

All  this  having  passed  in  the  king  of  Tartary's  sighL 
occasioned  liim  to  make  a  multitude  of  reflections. 
How  little  reason  liad  I,  says  he,  tf>  think  that  no  une 
was  so  unfortunate  as  myHcIf !  It  is  certainly  tlie  un- 
avoidable fate  of  all  husbands,  sinc«  the  sultan,  my 
brutiter,  who  is  sovereign  of  so  many  dominions,  and 
the  greatest  prince  of  the  enrth,  could  not  escape  iL 
The  case  being  so,  wlint  a  f<M>l  nni  I  to  kill  myself  with 
grief!  I  am  rt-solved  tlml  tlie  remembrance  of  a  mis- 
fortune so  common  shuH  never  more  disturb  my  quieL 

From  that  moment  he  forbore  afllicting  himself. 
Being  unwilling  to  sup  till  ho  saw  the  wriole  scene 
that  was  acted  under  his  window,  he  called  then  for 
his  supper,  eat  with  a  bettor  iimK>tiie  tlian  he  had  done 
at  any  time  since  his  coming  (rom  Samarcande,  and 
listened  with  some  degree  of  pleasure  to  the  agreeable 
concert  of  vocal  and  instrumental  music,  that  was  ap- 
pointed to  entt>rtain  hiin  whiie  at  table. 

He  continued  alter  this  in  very  good  humour ;  and 
when  he  knew  that  the  sultan  was  returning,  he  went 
to  meet  him,  and  paid  him  his  compliments  with  great 
gayety.  Schahriar  at  first  look  no  notice  of  this  altera- 
tion; but  politely  expostulated  with  him,  why  be 
would  not  Dear  nim  company  at  hunting  the  stag ; 
and  without  giving  him  time  to  reply,  entertained  him 
with  a  relation  of  the  great  number  of  deer  and  other 
game  they  had  killed,  and  what  pleasure  he  had  in  the 
sport  Bchahzenan  heard  him  with  attention,  gave 
answer  to  every  thing,  and  being  free  from  thai 
melancholy  which  formerly  overclouded  his  wit,  ho 
said  a  thousand  agreeable  and  pleasant  things  to  the 
sultan. 

Schahriar,  who  expected  to  have  found  him  in  the 
same  state  as  ho  left  nim,  was  oveijoyed  to  see  him  eo 
cheerful,  and  spoke  to  him  thus ;  Dau-  brother,  I  re- 
turn thanks  to  Heaven  for  the  happy  change  it  has 
made  in  you  during  my  absence ;  I  am  extremely  re- 
joiced at  it ;  but  I  have  a  retpiest  to  make  to  you.  and 
coniure  you  not  to  deny  me.— I  can  refuse  you  nothing, 
replied  the  king  of  Tartary;  you  may  command  Schah- 
zenan  as  you  please ;  speak,  I  am  Impatient  till  I  know 
w.hat  you  desire  of  me.— Ever  since  you  came  to  inj 
court,  replied  Schalu-iar,  I  found  you  swallowed  up 
by  a  deep  melancholy,  and  I  In  vain  attempted  to  re- 
move it  by  all  sorts  of  diversion.  I  imagined  it  might 
be  occasioned  by  reason  of  your  distance  from  joar 
dominions,  or  that  love  might  have  a  great  share  in  it, 
and  that  the  queen  of  Samarcande,  who,  no  doubt,  is 
an  accomplished  beauty,  might  be  the  cause  of  it  I 
do  not  know  if  I  be  mistaken  ;  but  I  must  own,  that  it 
was  for  this  very  reason  I  would  not  Importune  you 
upon  the  subject,  for  fear  of  making  you  uneasy.  But 
without  my  having  contributed  any  thing  towards  it, 
I  find  now,  upon  my  return,  that  you  are  in  the  beet 
humour  that  can  be,  and  that  your  mind  is  entirely 
delivered  from  that  black  vapour  which  disturbed  it 
Pray  do  me  tlie  favour  to  tr.ll  me  why  you  were  so 
melancholy,  and  why  you  are  no  longer  sa 

Upon  this,  the  king  of  Tartary  continued  for  some 
time,  as  if  he  had  been  meditating,  and  contriving 
what  he  should  answer ;  but  at  last  replied  as  follows : 
Vou  are  my  sultan  and  master ;  but  excuse  me,  I  tM 
seech  you,  from  answering  your  question. — NoL  deai 
brother,  said  the  sultan,  you  must  answer  me ;  I  will 
take  no  denial.  Schalizenan,  not  being  able  to  wil)>- 
stand  these  pressing-instances,  answered,  WeD,  then, 
brother,  I  will  satisfy  you,  since  you  commaiMi  me ; 
and  having  told  him  the  story  of  the  queen  of  Saniar- 
cande's  treachery,  This,  says  he,  was  the  cause  ol 
my  grief;  Judge  whether  I  hud  not  reason  enough  lo 
give  myself  np  to  it 

Oh  !  my  brotlier,  says  the  sultan,  (in  a  tone  which 
showed  what  an  interest  he  took  in  the  king  of  Thrt*> 
ry's  story,)  what  a  horrible  story  do  you  tell  me !  How 
impatient  was  I  till  I  heard  it  o>it !  I  commend  you  for 
punishing  the  traitors  who  offered  you  such  an  out* 
rage.    Nobody  can  blame  you  for  that  action  :  it 


Just ;  and,  for  my  part,  had  the  case  been  mine,  I 
should  scarce  have  oeen  so  moderate  as  you.   I  woold 


not  have  satisfled  myself  with  the  life  or  one  — i^w^ 
I  verily  think  I  should  hsve  sacrificed  a  thouwnd  tn 
my  fury.    I  cease  now  to  vrondsr  at  your 
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n  ud  M8ln|i»Mdi  ft 


thiir  rlnp  upon  Ihe  tMow  itrinf  wtlh  the  n 
■JUlDf  down  by  (he  inan«l«T)  u  befor^  liilil  h 
■Siin  apon  )w  Up,  and  mAde  a  (1(11  [or  U»  ] 

Thflf  nmnud  lni[iHdl4(#lj  bj  ihv  ivme  wi 
Mnw,  uidwbeii  IlWTwanoiitarilfhlef  the  li 
(mle,  Bchihrlv  u/i  lo  Schahirnan.  Well,  b 
«bu  do  ran  Ihlnk  or  thli  ■dnniuni    Hu 

muUKn  !•  OS  wleli 
Tea,  bnithu,  uuwci 


aUfeih 

Utile Utn^ end'  SmTujt  t<ni  ' 
TlH  aulUd  e^reed  niih  hli  bi 
tlulrjminieT,  thEjuTTind  Id  I 
(fter  (her  len  '!• 
Tlu  Dewi  of  the  nltea^  re 

TiUnn,  to  will  on  bim.    H( 
wind  thain  with  ■  man  _ 

thtm  be  mnild  fa  no  Cuthar,  ard 
boiM,  and  touraed  ■predjlr  to  him 


if  iha  Iliird  qlf hi 

return  balng  epretd,  the 
■a  mcmlni  Kfon  hie  p>- 
inlpml  Ihcm  (o  finier,  re- 


anocla  bar.  whkb  iraa  ucanlliiclj  eiecuud  br  ihei 
Dlniaur  wilbool  InqnLrJnf  Into  liar  crime.  The  an- 
rucd  prlnca  did  not  eiop  hen,  bat  cut  off  the  headi 
•(all  OieniltuiH*^  tulle* wHhhiacivn  hind.  Alter 
Ihia  rlfonna  puniahmeiit,  being  perauided  that  no 

Iha  dialoyaltj  o(  auch  aa  ha  ihoutd  artmnxilB  maTTr, 
In  wad  cHig  crarr  niflii,  and  haTa  her  itnjiiled  neii 


iftor  the  deperhire  or  the  kinf  of  Tannirv,  utuipeedl- 
trbioklnrasf  him,  and  bMncMeo  Willi  .nifiuilcaDi 
«  rorwaid  on  hMJounar. 


la  broufhl  hLm  tnen  the  dadxhier  of  a  aubal- 
wlmm  he  ilaocut  off  neil  dai.  After  her  ha 
rhta  cltliau'i  dauihtrr:  and,  in  a  vord,  there 
trnr  dif  a  maid  married,  and  a  wife  Durdarad. 
B  nunoor  of  Ihia  unparalleled  bailnrllr,  occa- 

MtOtii  biit  crrinf  and  lamaolaUaiL  tter^  a  fa- 
in lean,  and  Incoanlable  for  the  loaaaf  hladaufh- 
and  Ihera,  lender  motberi,  drndinf  leM  (heir 

HndmU'- —  ■■- '— ■- 


rill,  hid  w 


au,h«r 


.^^ 


read  much,  and  had  ii ,.  .-.^....   _     _.  , 

ihe  never  farpA  anr  thina  iba  had  rtML  tt.  __^ 
■ucccBfuIlT  applird  heracH  la  pblloaopbf,  ^bfaic, 
hltlorr.  end  the  libml  arli ;  and  for  raisa  pmaiij 

The  vlEler  panlonalclr  lorcd  e  detlfbtv  ao  vtttl^ 

counliif  uarthrr,  ■he  *^jt  lo  him,  Fatber,  1  hat*  ao* 
favour  lo  bet  of  j-ou.  end  moei  homblTPH^MaW 
(rant  11  me.  I  will  not  refueeil,  enaiRnlu^anTldeil 
■lbBl.ulindreaao.iml)>.    For  the  Juilloa of  ILa^a 

Tou.  1  With  lo  atop  the  coune  of  (hat  baibuiD  trtilch 
Ihaiullanenrclaelnpffi  (hafamllKaaf  Ifaliein.  I 
waulddlepelthoaaunJiiideanwbkhniBaBjanUMia 
hava  of  loilof  tbetr  dauf hten  In  auch  ■  faliJ  OMoBar. 
Vonr  dnliin,  daufhtet,  replle*  Iba  Tiller,  ta  *ai7 
commendable ;  but  the  erU  too  wvnld  raaiadr  ■■>  B* 
•eami  Incurable ;  bow  do  ;ou  prMaod  to  aOM  II  t — 


ma  tlia  honour  of  lila  bed.  The  rlilar  eooM  not  bear 
Ihia  without  horror-  O  heaTaoa  I  replied  bo.  In  ^ 
peiilon,  hero  nw  loH  tout  aeData^  dautblar.  Ibnl  JtM 
make  iiKh  a  danfenwa  requeal  to  ma  I  Yon  kaow 
tliaaullan  hu  iwocn  b]r  hlaaoul  thatbawlD  nOTcrU* 
abon  one  nlihi  wiifa  the  aave  wonaa,  tad  to  aadar 
her  to  be  killed  nen  inonilnf :  and  WMiM  foa  bar* 
ma  propoae  you  lo  him  1  Cooaldar  wall  to  what  foor 
indiKTcetiHl  will  eipoae  roa.— ¥(*,  dav  fUlMT,  r*- 

but  that  doe*  sot  ftlfhtFii  ma.  If  I  perlah,  mj  dMth 
will  be  gkirlaiu ;  and  If  I  luccacd,  I  iiiall  do  mj  eoon- 
ti7  an  tmpotuul  pMca  of  lerTJcs.    Ho,  aa,  aaja  lb* 

let  Toil  IhiDW  yoiiraelf  into  Dial  bonlM*  daufcr,  do 
not  think  thai  Fler  I  will  •frofl  10  K  WbeD  UW  aid- 
tan  ihall  order  me  la  nrjlie  mf  polnard  into  jnat 
hmn.  elti  I  I  <nuit  ober  him :  and  what  an  amplor- 
ment  la  that  for  a  lather  I    Ah  I  if  jni  do  not  faar 

dcath.jctatloa«b«afmlrJorot-— — "■ 

tal  filef  of  aeelni  w 


win  make  me  an 


•tubhomnB.^  -., , 

,. .' ;  why  win  vou  nn  headknt  m 
Tlicj  that  do  not  fbrcM*  Um  and  •!  ■ 
ilerprta^  can  nemr  brlu  K  to  a  imrrr 
afraid  Ibe  ouna  thlni  will  happan  to  jam 
^  u  th.  aai^  wlilch  WM  w*i(  and  toM 
Wbm  mUfortuna  Wdl  Uw  Mil 

— , IwUltenrasBTalbnTlil^ 

UjoB  will  bear  ma. 
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FABLE. 
7%B  Am,  the  Oar,  and  the  Labourer, 

A  very  wealthy  merchant  posseesed  aeve- 
nJ  cmmU^-houKs^  where  he  kept  a  large 
nmnberofcattle  oi  every  kind.  He  retired 
with  hii  wile  and  family  to  one  of  these 
otatea,  in  order  to  improve  it  under  his  own 
directkm.  He  had  the  gi(i  of  understanding 
the  laoffuaf  e  of  beasts,  but  with  this  con- 
dition, tnat  nc  should  not,  on  pain  of  death, 
interpret  it  to  any  one  else.  And  this  hinder- 
ed hmi  from  communicating  toothers  what 
be  learned  by  means  of  this  laculty. 

He  kept  in  the  same  stall  an  ox  and  an 
tm.  One  day  as  he  sat  near  them,  and  was 
amminir  himself  in  looking  at  his  children 
who  were  playing  about  him.  he  heard  the 
ox  aar  to  tne  hbb.  Sprightly,  O !  how  happy 
do  I  think  vou,  when  I  consider  the  ease  you 
ei^y,  ana  the  little  labour  that  is  required 
of  WML  You  are  carefully  rubbed  down 
and  wa^ed,  you  have  well-dressed  com, 
and  fresh  clean  water.  Your  greatest 
bwineai  is  to  carry  the  merchant,  our  mas- 
ter, when  he  has  any  little  journey  to  make, 
and  were  it  not  for  that  3^ou  would  be  per* 
ieetly  idle.  I  am  treated  in  a  very  different 
manner,  and  my  condition  is  as  deplorable 
as  yours  is  fortunate.  Daylight  no  sooner 
appears  than  I  am  fastened  to  a  iilough, 
and  made  to  work  till  night,  which  sola- 
tifoei  me.  that  sometimes  my  strength 
entirely  fails.  Besides,  the  labourer,  who  is 
always  behind  me,  beats  me  continually. 
By  drawing  the  plough,  my  tail  is  all  fleaed ; 
and  in  short,  after  havirig  laboured  from 
morning  to  night,  when  I  am  brought  in 
they  give  me  nothing  to  eat  but  sorry  dry 
bea^M,  not  so  much  as  cleansed  from  dirt,  or 
other  food  equally  bad ;  and  to  heighten  mv 
misery,  when  I  nave  filled  my  belly  with 
■uch  ordinary  stuff,  I  am  forced  to  lie  all 
night  in  my  own  dung ;  so  that  you  see  I 
have  reason  to  envy  your  lot 

The  ass  did  not  mterrupt  the  ox^but 
when  he  had  concluded,  answered,  They 
that  called  you  a  fbolitsh  beast  did  not  lie. 
YoQ  are  too  simple :  you  suffer  them  to  con- 
duct you  whither  tney  please,  and  show  no 
manner  of  resolution.  In  the  mean  time, 
what  advantage  do  you  reap  from  all  the 
indignitJesyou  suffer  f  You  kill  yourself  for 
the  ease,  pleasure,  and  profit  of  those  who 

S've  you  no  thanks  tor  your  service.  But 
ey  would  not  treat  you  so,  if  you  had  as 
much  courage  as  strength.  When  they 
come  to  fasten  you  to  tlie  stall,  why  do  you 
EK>t  reaist?  why  do  you  not  gore  them  with 
your  horns,  and  show  that  you  are  angry. 
by  striking  your  foot  against  the  ground  f 
And,  in  short,  why  do  you  not  frighten  them 
by  belkxwing  aloud  ?  Nature  has  furnished 
you  with  means  to  command  respect ;  but 
you  do  not  use  them.  They  bring  you  sor- 
ry beans  and  bad  straw;  eat  none  of  them; 
enly  snail  and  then  leave  them.    If  you 


follow  my  advice,  you  will  1000  experienoe 
a  change,  for  wmch  you  will  thank  me. 

The  ox  took  the  ass's  advice  in  very  good 
port,  and  owned  he  was  much  obliged  to 
him.  Dear  Sprightly,  added  he,  I  will  not  (kil 
to  do  as  you  direct,  and  you  shall  see  how  I 
will  acquit  myself.  Here  ended  their  conver- 
sation,of  which  the  merchant  kst  not  a  word. 

Early  the  next  mominc  the  labourer  went 
for  the  ox.  He  fastenea  him  to  the  plouch, 
and  conducted  him  to  his  usual  work.  Tiie 
ox,  who  had  not  forgotten  the  ass's  counsel, 
was  very  troublesome  and  untowardiy  all 
that  day,  and  in  the  evening,  when  the 
labourer  brought  him  back  to  the  stall,  and 
began  to  fasten  him,  the  malick>us  beeut, 
instead  of  presenting  his  head  willingly  as 
he  used  to  do,  was  restive,  and  drew  back 
bellowing ;  and  then  made  at  the  labourer, 
as  if  he  would  have  gored  him  with  his 
horns.  In  a  word,  he  did  all  the  ass  had 
advised  him.  The  day  following,  the 
labourer  came  as  usual,  to  take  the  ox  to 
his  labour;  but  finding  the  stall  full  of  beans, 
the  straw  that  he  had  put  in  the  night  be- 
fore not  touched,  and  the  ox  lying  on  the 
ground  with  his  legs  stretched  out  and 
panting  in  a  strange  manner,  he  believed 
him  to  be  unwell  andpitied  him,  and  thinking 
that  it  was  not  proper  to  take  him  to  work, 
went  immediately  and  acouainted  his  mas* 
ter  with  his  condition.  The  merchant  per- 
ceivm^  that  the  ox  had  followed  all  the 
mischievous  advice  of  the  ass,  determined  to 
punish  the  latter,  and  accordini^ly  ordered 
the  labourer  to  go  and  put  him  m  the  ox's 
place,  and  to  be  sure  to  work  him  hard* 
The  labourer  did  as  he  was  desired.  Thu 
asR  was  forced  to  draw  the  plough  all  that 
day,  which  fatigued  him  so  much  the  more« 
as  he  was  not  accustomed  to  that  kind  01 
labour ;  besides,  he  had  been  so  soundly 
beaten,  that  he  could  scarcely  stand  when 
he  came  hack. 

Meanwhile,  the  ox  was  mightily  pleased  j 
he  ate  up  all  that  was  in  tlie  ptall,  and  rest- 
ed himself  the  whole  day.  He  rejoiced  that 
he  liad  followed  tlie  ass's  advice,  blessed  him 
a  thousand  times  for  the  kindneiv  he  had 
done  him,  and  did  not  fail  to  express  his 
obligation  when  the  ass  had  returned.  The 
a.ss  made  no  reply,  so  vexed  was  he  at  the 
ill-treatment  he  had  received ;  but  he  said 
within  himself.  It  is  by  rny  own  imprudence 
I  have  brought  this  misfortune  upon  myself! 
I  lived  happily,  every  thing  smiled  upon 
me ;  I  had  all  that  I  could  wish ;  it  is  my 
own  fault  that  1  ani  brought  to  this  misera- 
ble condition ;  and  if  I  cannot  contrive  some 
way  to  get  out  of  it,  I  am  certainly  undone. 
As  he  spoke,  his  strength  was  so  much  ex- 
hausted that  he  fell  down  in  his  stall,  as  it 
he  had  been  half  dead. 

Here  the  grand  vizier  addressed  himself 
to  Scheherazade,  and  said.  Daughter,  you 
act  just  like  this  ass ;  you  will  expose  your- 
self to  destruction  by  your  erroneous  policy. 
Take  mj  advice,  remain  quiet,  and  do  not 
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■eek  to  hasten  your  death.  Father,  replied 
Scheherazade,  the  example  >'ou  have  eet 
befbre  me  will  not  induce  me  to  change  my 
recolution.  I  will  never  cea£ie  importuning 
vou  until  you  present  me  to  the  sultan  as 
nis  bride.  The  vizier,  perceiving  that  slie 
peraitted  in  her  demand,  repli^,  Alas! 
Uien,  since  you  will  continue  obstinate,  I 
fljhan  be  obKged  to  treat  you  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  the  merchant  whom  I  belbre  referred 
to,  treated  his  wife  a  short  lime  after. 

The  merchant  understanding  that  the  ass 
was  in  a  lamentable  condition,  was  desirous 
of  knowing  what  passed  between  him  and 
the  ox,  therefore,  afler  supper  he  went  out 
by  moonlight,  and  sat  down  by  them,  his 
wiie  bearing  him  company.  Alter  his  ar- 
rival, he  heard  the  ass  say  to  the  ox,  Com- 
rade, tell  me,  I  prav  you,  what  you  intend 
to  do  to-morrow,  wfien  the  labourer  brings 
you  meat?  What  will  I  do!  replied  the  ox. 
I  will  continue  to  act  as  you  taught  me.  I 
will  draw  back  from  him  and  threaten  him 
with  my  honis,  as  I  did  yesterday :  I  will 
feign  myself  ill,  and  at  the  point  of  death. 
Beware  of  that,  i-eplied  tlie  ass,  it  will  ruin 
▼ou ;  for  as  I  came  home  this  evening,  I 
heard  the  merchsmt,  our  master,  say  some- 
thing that  makes  me  tremble  for  you.  Alas ! 
what  did  you  hear  ?  demanded  the  ox ;  as 
you  love  me,  withhold  nothing  {'mm  me,  my 
dear  Sprightly.  Our  master,  i-eplicd  the 
an,  adaressed  himself  thustoihe  labourer : 
Since  the  ox  does  not  eut  and  is  not  able  to 
work,  1  would  have  him  killed  to-morrow, 
and  we  will  give  his  flesh  as  an  alms  to  the 
poor  for  God's  sake :  as  for  the  skin  that  will 
be  of  use  to  us,  ana  I  would  have  you  give 
it  the  currier  to  dress :  therefore  lie  wire  to 
•end  for  the  butcher.  This  is  what  I  had  to 
tell  yoUf  said  the  ass.  The  interest  1  teel 
in  your  preservation,  and  my  friendship  for 
you,  obhjg^ed  me  to  make  it  known  to  you, 
and  to  give  you  new  advice.  As  soon  as  they 
bring  you  your  bran  and  ((trnw,  ri^e  up,  and 
eat  heartily.  Our  master  will  by  thut  think 
that  vou  are  recovered,  and  no  doubt  will  re- 
call nis  orders  for  killing  you  :  but,  if  you  act 
otherwise^  you  will  certainly  be  slaughtered. 
This  diHcourse  had  the  etiect  whkh  the 
asi  designed.  The  ox  was  £rreatly  alarm- 
ed, and  oelbwed  for  tear.  The  merchant, 
who  heard  th'e  conversatwn  very  attentive- 
ly, fell  into  a  loud  fit  of  laughter.  His  wife 
was  greatly  surprised,  and  asked,  Pray, 
husband,  tell  me  what  you  laugh  at  so 
heartily,  tliat  I  may  laugh  with  you.  Wife, 
replied  he,  you  must  content  yourself  with 
hearing  me  laugh.  No,  returned  she,  I  will 
know  the  reason.  I  cannot  afford  you  that 
■atisfactkH),  answered  he,  and  can  only  in- 
form you  that  I  laugh  at  what  our  ass  just 
now  said  to  the  ox.  The  rest  is  a  secret, 
which  I  am  not  allowed  to  reveal.  What, 
demanded  she.  hinders  you  from  revealing 
the  secret?  If  I  tell  tt  you,  replied  he,  I 
■hall  forfeit  my  life.  You  onlv  jeer  me, 
cried  his  wife ;  what  you  would  have  roe 


believe  cannot  be  true.  If  you  do  not  di* 
rectly  satisfy  me  as  to  what  you  laugh  at, 
and  tell  me  what  the  ox  and  the  ass  said  to 
one  another,  I  swear  by  heaven  that  you 
and  I  shall  never  bed  together  again. 

Having  spoken  thus,  she  went  into  the 
house,  and  seating  iierself  in  a  comer,  cned 
there  all  night.  Her  husband  lay  alone, 
and  finding  next  morning  that  she  continu- 
ed in  the  same  humour,  told  her,  she  waa 
very  foolish  to  alHict  herself  in  that  maimer ; 
that  the  thing  was  not  worth  so  much :  that 
it  concerned  her  very  little  to  know,  wnile  it 
was  of  the  utmost  coiisM^quence  to  him  to 
keep  the  secret :  thcrelbre,  continued  he,  I 
coniure  you  to  think  no  more  of  it.  I  ^lall 
still  think  so  much  of  it.  replied  she,  bm 
never  to  forbear  weeping  till  vou  have  satis- 
fied my  curiosity.  But  I  tell  you  very  se- 
riously, answered  he,  that  it  will  cost  me 
my  liie  if  I  yield  to  vour  indiscreet  solicita- 
tions. Let  what  will  happen,  said  she,  I  do 
insist  upon  it  I  perceive,  resumed  the  mer- 
chant, that  it  is  unpossible  to  bring  you  to 
iicason,  and  since  I  foresee  that  vou  will 
occasion  your  own  death  by  your  oostinacy, 
I  will  call  in  your  children,  that  tliey  may 
see  >'ou  before  you  die.  Accordingly  he 
called  for  them,  and  sent  for  her  father  and 
mother,  and  other  relations.  When  thej 
were  come,  and  heard  the  reason  of  their 
being  summoned,  tliey  did  all  they  could  to 
convince  her  that  she  was  in  the  wrong,  but 
to  no  pur|)oee :  she  told  them  that  she  would 
rather  die  than  yield  that  point  to  her  hus- 
band. Her  father  and  motlier  spoke  to  her, 
and  told  her  that  what  she  dt'sired  tc 
know  w£us  of  no  importance  to  her ;  but  ihey 
could  produce  no  effect  upon  her,  either  by 
their  authority  or  entreaties.  When  her 
children  saw  tliat  nothing  would  prevail  to 
draw  her  out  of  that  sullen  teniiKT.  they 
wept  bitterly.  The  merchant  hiiii.<elt*  wm^ 
half  frantic,  and  almost  i-eady  to  risk  his 
own  life  to  save  tliat  of  liis  wile,  wlium  lie 
siucerely  loved. 

Now,  my  daughter,  continued  the  vizier 
to  Sciieherazade,  this  merchaut  iiad  fifty 
hens,  and  one  cock,  with  a  clog,  that  gave 
good  heed  to  all  that  paissed.  While  the 
merchant  was,  as  I  said,  considering  what 
he  had  best  do,  he  siiw  his  dog  run  tuuTirds 
the  cock  as  he  was  treading  a  hen,  and 
heard  him  say  to  him :  Cock,  I  am  sure 
heaven  will  not  let  you  live  long: :  are  you 
not  ashamed  to  act  thus  to-day  J  TUv  cock 
standing  up  on  tiptoe,  answered  fiercely  : 
and  why  not  to-day  as  well  as  other  <lays  ? 
If  you  do  not  know,  replietl  llie  dog,  tlien  I 
will  tell  you,  that  this  dav  our  ina«ter  is  in 
great  perplexity.  His  wife  would  have  him 
reveal  a  secret  whk*.h  is  of  such  a  nature 
that  the  disclosure  would  coi-l  him  his  life. 
Things  are  come  to  that  pass,  that  it  is  to  be 
feared  he  will  scarcely  have  resolution 
enough  to  resist  his  wife's  obstinac  v ;  ilvc  he 
bvesher.and  is  affected  by  the  tears  she 
continually  sheds.    We  are  all  alarmed  at 
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hii  lituatioo,  while  you  only  infiult  our  me- 
lancholy, and  have  the  impudence  to  divert 
youreeif  with  your  hens. 

The  cock  answered  the  dog's  reproof* 
thus :  What,  has  our  master  so  nttlc  sense  V 
he  has  but  one  wife,  and  cannot  govern  her, 
and  thouffh  I  have  §iiy  I  make  them  all  do 
what  I  please.  Let  him  use  his  reason,  he 
will  soon  find  a  way  to  get  rid  of  his  trouble. 
How  ?  demanded  the  do^  i  what  would 
you  have  him  to  do  ?  Let  nim  go  into  the 
room  where  his  wife  is,  resumedf  tlie  cock, 
lock  tlie  door,  and  take  a  stick  and  thrash 
her  well ;  and  I  will  answer  for  it,  that  will 
bring  her  to  her  senses,  and  make  her  for- 
bear to  importune  him  to  discover  what  he 
ought  not  to  reveal.  The  merchant  had  no 
Kxmer  heard  what  the  cock  said,  than  he 
took  up  a  stick,  went  to  his  wife  whom  he 
found  still  crying,  and  shutting  the  rloor. 
belaboured  her  so  soundly,  that  she  cried 
oat.  **  Enough,  husband,  enough,  forbear. 
and  I  will  never  ask  the  question  more.'* 
Upon  this,  perceiving  that  she  repented  of 
her  impertinent  curiosity,  he  desisted ;  iind 
opening  the  doo-  her  *rrends  came  in,  were 
glad  to  fina  ner  cured  of  her  obstinacy,  and 
complimented  her  husband  upon  this  happy 
expedient  to  bring  his  wife  to  reason.  Daugh- 
ter, added  the  grand  vizier,  you  deserve  to 
be  treated  as  the  merchant  treated  his  wife. 

Father,  replied  Scheherazade,  I  beg  you 
would  not  tiike  it  ill  that  I  t)ersist  in  my 
opinion.  I  am  nothing  moved  by  the  story 
of  this  woman.  I  could  relate  many,  to 
persuade  you  that  you  ought  not  to  oppose 
my  design.  Beniiles,  panion  me  for  declar- 
ing, that  your  op()CHition  is  vain,  for  if  >;our 
paternal  afTectioa  should  hinder  you  from 
granting  my  rctjucst,  I  will  go  and  offer 
m^'selfto  thesultiin.  In  short,  the  father,  be- 
ing overcome  by  the  resolution  of  his  daugh- 
ter, yielded  to  Her  imjwrtunity,  and  though 
he  was  much  grlovcHi  that  he  could  not  di- 
vert her  firom  so  fatal  a  resolution,  he  went 
instantly  to  acquaint  the  sulian,  that  next 
night  he  would  bring  him  Scheherazade. 

The  sultan  wa«  much  surprised  at  the 
sacrifice  which  thn  grand  vizier  proposeii  to 
make.  How  could  vou,  ki.vs  he,  resolve  to 
bring  me  ^'ourowii  (lauirhtor?  Sir,  answer- 
€?d  the  vizier,  it  is  her  own  ofter.  The  sad  des- 
tiny that  awaitii  her  could  not  intimidate 
her ;  she  prefers  iIk^  honour  of  being  your 
tnaje^y's  wife  for  oik;  night,  tn  her  life.  But 
ck>  not  act  under  a  mistake,  vizier,  said  the 
Ajltan  ;  to-morrow  when  I  place  Schehera- 
zade in  your  hiuuis.  I  exixTt  vou  will  put 
her  to  death  i  and  if  you  tail,  1  swear  that 
your  own  Ule  shall  answer.  Sir,  rejoined 
the  vizicTj  my  heart  without  doubt  will  be 
i'uil  of  gnef  to  execute  your  commands; 
bot  it  IM  to  no  punx>^'  lor  nature  lo  murmur. 
Though  I  am  her  father,  I  will  answer  for 
the  fidelity  of  my  hand  to  obey  your  order. 
Schahnar  accepted  his  minister^  offer,  and 
told  him  he  nught  bring  his  daughter  when 
heplensed. 


The  grand  vizier  went  with  the  intelli- 
gence to  Scheherazade,  who  received  it 
with  as  much  joy  as  if  it  had  been  the  most 
agreeable  information  she  could  have  re- 
ceived. She  thanked  her  father  for  having 
so  greatly  obliged  her;  and  i)erceiving  that 
he  was  overwhelmed  with  grief,  toltf  him. 
for  his  consolation,  that  she  ho{)eu  he  would 
never  rei)ent  of  having  married  her  to  the 
sultan ;  and  that,  on  the  contrary,  he  should 
have  reason  to  rejoice  at  his  compliance  all 
his  (lays. 

Her  business  now  was  to  adorn  herself  to 
appear  before  the  sultan :  but  before  she 
went,  she  took  her  sister  Dinarzade  apart, 
and  said  to  her,  My  deiu*  sister,  I  have  need 
of  your  assistance  in  a  matter  of  great  im- 
portance, and  must  pray  you  not  to  deny  it 
me.  My  fiithcr  is  goini?  to  conduct  me  to 
the  sultan :  do  not  lei  this  alarm  you,  but 
hoar  me  with  patience.  As  soon  as  I  am  in 
his  presence,  I  will  pray  him  to  allow  you  to 
lie  m  the  bride-chamber,  that  I  may  enjoy 
your  company  this  one  night  more.  If  1 
obtain  that  favour,  as  I  hope  to  do,  remem- 
ber to  awake  me  to-morrow  an  hour  before 
day,  and  to  address  me  in  these  or  some 
such  words,  "  My  sister,  if  vou  be  not  asleep. 
I  pray  you  that  till  dav-oreak,  which  will 
be  very  shortly,  you  will  relate  to  me  one  of 
the  entertaining  stories  of  which  you  have 
read  so  many.'''  I  will  immediately  tcll  you 
one ;  and  I  hope  by  this  means  to  deliver  the 
city  from  the  consternatk)n  it  is  under  at 
present.  Dinarzade  answered  that  she 
would  with  pleasure  act  as  she  required  her. 

Tlie  grand  vizier  conducted  Schehera- 
zade to  tlic  iKilace,  and  retired.  aAer  having 
iiuroduced  her  into  the  sultan's  apartment. 
As  soon  as  the  sultan  was  lefl  alone  with 
her,  he  ordered  her  to  uncover  her  face;  he 
found  her  so  beautiful,  that  he  was  perf<;ctly 
charmed ;  but  perceiving  her  to  be  in  teare, 
demanded  the  reason.  Sir,  answered  Sche> 
herazade.  I  have  a  sister  who  loves  me  ten- 
derly, and  I  could  wish  that  she  might  be 
allowed  to  pass  the  night  in  this  chamber, 
that  I  miffht  see  her,  and  once  more  bid  her 
adieu.  Will  you  be  pleased  to  allow  me  the 
consolation  of  giving  her  this  laft  testimony 
of  mv  affection  1  Schahriar  having  c^jnsent- 
ed,  I)inarzade  was  sent  for,  who  ctime  with 
all  jxwsible  ex|x?dition. 

An  hour  before  day,  Dinarzade  failed  not  to 
do  as  her  sister  had  ordered.  My  dear  sister, 
cried  she,  if  vou  be  not  asleep,  1  pray  that  un- 
til day-break,  which  will  be  very  shortly,  you 
will  tell  me  one  of  those  pleasant  stories  you 
have  read.  Alas !  this  may  perhaps  be  the 
last  time  that  I  shall  enjoy  that  pleasure. 

Scheherazade,  instead  of  answering  her 
sister,  addreaaed  herself  to  the  sultan  ;  Sir, 
will  your  majesty  be  pleased  to  allow  me  to 
afford  my  sister  tills  sati8factk)n  ?  With  ail 
my  heart,  replied  the  sultan.  Scheherazade 
then  bude  her  sister  attend,  and  aflerwards 
addressing  herself  to  Schfiihriar,  proceeded 
aslbUowB. 


ARABIAN  NIGHTS'  BNTERTAINHENTS. 


FIRST  NIGHT. 
The  Merchant  and  the  Genu. 
SiK, — There  was  formerlj'  a  merchant, 
who  had  a  great  estate  in  lands,  goods,  and 
moDey.  He  had  abundance  ofdepulieB, 
&ctors,  and  alavea.  He  was  obliged  from 
timeto  time  to  take  journeys,  and  talk  willi 
his  correspondents :  and  one  day,  being  un- 
der a  necessity  of  going  a  long'  journey, 
kbout  an  aflair  of  importance,  he  took 
horae,  and  put  a  portmanteau  beliind  iiim, 
with  some  biscuits  and  dates,  because  he 
had  a  great  desert  to  pass  over,  where  he 
could  nave  no  manner  of  provisiona.  He 
urived,  without  any  accident,  at  the  end 
of  his  journey;  and  having  dispatched  his 
ft&ira,  took  norae  again,  in  order  to  return 

The  fourth  day  of  his  journey,  he  was  so 
much  incommoded  by  the  heat  of  the  sun, 
and  the  reflection  of  t}mt  heat  from  theearth, 
that  he  turned  out  of  the  road,  to  refresh 
himself  under  some  trees,  that  he  saw  in  die 
country.  There  he  found,  at  the  foot  of  a 
great  walnut  tree,  a  fbuntsm  of  very  clear 
running  water:  and  alighlin^,  tied  his 
horse  to  a  branch  of  a  tree,  and  sitting:  down 
\tj  the  fountain,  took  some  biscuits  and 
dates  out  of  his  portmanteau :  and  as  he 
ate  hit  dates,  ^irew  the  shells  about  on  both 
aides  of  him.  When  he  had  done  eating, 
being  a  good  Mussulman,  he  washed  his 
hands,  his  face,  and  his  feet,  and  said  his 
prayeis.  He  had  not  made  an  end,  but 
was  still  on  his  knees,  when  he  saw  a  fe- 
me appear,  all  while  with  age,  and  of  a 
DmnstrouH  bulk ;  who,  advancing  Inwards 
him  with  a  scimitar  in  his  hand,  spoke  to 
him  in  a  terrible  voice  thus:  Rise  up,  that 
I  may  kill  thee  with  this  scitnitar,  as  jaa 
have  killed  my  son;  and  accompanied 
dnae  words  with  a  frightful  cry.  The 
merchant,  being  as  much  frightened  at  the 
hjdeoua  shape  of  the  monster  as  at  those 
**  vords,  answered  him,  trem- 


takeawayroylife?  I  will,  replies  the  genie, 
kill  thee,  as  thou  hast  lulled  my  son. 
O,  heaven!  says  the  merchant,how8bould 

■'■■■  ,?     1  d 


1  kll  y. 


■   hir 


Did  n 


him,  nor 
nt  down 


when  you  came  hither  ?  replies  the  genie. 
Did  not  you  take  dales  out  of  your  pwt- 
manleau,  and,  as  you  ate  them,  lud  not  you 
throw  the  shells  about  on  both  sidea  i  I  did 
all  tliat  you  say,  answers  the  merchant;  I 
cannot  deny  it.  If  it  be  so,  replied  the  ge- 
nie, I  tell  tliee  that  (hou  hast  kdied  my  son  ; 
and  the  way  was  thus:  when  you  thre^v 
the  nutshells  about,  my  son  was  passing  by, 
and  vou  threw  one  of  them  into  his  ere, 
which  killed  him,  and  therefore  I  must  kill 
thee.  Ah!  rfiy  kird.  pardon  me,  cried  Um 
merchant.  No  parcion,  answers  the  genie, 
no  mercv :  is  it  not  just  to  kill  hiin  that 
has  killed  another  ?  1  agree  to  it,  savs  the 
merchant,  but  certainly  1  never  kJlea  your 
son ;  and  if  I  have,  it  was  unknown  to  me, 
and  I  did  it  innocently  ■  therefore  I  beg  vnu 
to  pardon  me,  and  suffer  me  to  live.  No, 
no,  sa)-s  the  genie,  persisting  in  his  reao- 
lutibn ;  1  must  kill  thee,  since  thou  }ttst 
killed  my  son  ;  and  then,  taking  the  mer- 
chant by  the  arm,  tlirew  him  with  his  fiue 


The  merchant,  all  in  tears,  protested  be 
was  innocent,  bewailed  his  wiie  and  chil- 
dren^ and  spoke  to  the  genie  in  tlie  moat 
movmg  enpresaiona  that  could  be  utteted. 
The  genie,  with  his  scimitar  still  lifted  up, 
had  so  much  patience  as  to  hear  the  wretch 
makeanendof  his  lamentations,  but  would 
not  relent  All  this  whhiing,  saya  the  mon- 
ster, is  to  no  purpose :  though  yon  should 
shed  tears  otblood,  that  shall  not  hinder 
me  from  killing  th^,  as  thou  baat  IdUed 
my  son.  Why,  replied  the  merdiant,  caa 
nothing  prevail  with  ^ouP  WiUymiahao- 
hitely  take  away  the  hfe  ofapoarin —     " 
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Vcs,  rrplied  the  f^nie,  I  am  iTM>lvr<i  upon 
iL  As  she  iind  K|M>kt*n  tliest*  wonl**,  jht- 
criviu^  it  waH  daVf  and  knowinsr  tliat  the 
tultan  nwe  betinicH  in  tlit*  niornini:  to  Kay 
hw  pravtTH.  and  hold  hin  coiuirilf  Schc- 
n^razade  held  her  |K'acc.  I^trd !  sister, sa^R 
Dinancade,  what  a  wondcrttil  story  is  this! 
Tne  ri^maindiT  of  it,  hjivh  Srhrherazadi', 
In  in«>n*jtun>risin? ;  and  you  will  U^  of  niy 
niind,  it*llie  riuluin  will  let  itw  live  this  <Iay, 
ami  pennit  nic  to  ttrll  it  you  the  nrxt  nifrhu 
Scliahriar,  who  )ia«l  lisUMied  to  Sriieheni- 
sade  witli  plrasun>,  nays  to  hinis(>lf,  I  will 
stay  till  ti>-inorrtfw,  lor  1  ran  at  any  time 
put  hrr  to  deatii,  when  she  has  nia«lt>  an 
eml  of  her  ati»rv.  S»,  havinir  n's<»lvi'd  not 
to  take  awav  ^H•ht•ll('ra/.nd^'s  life  that  day, 
he  HMe,  atuf  went  in  his  prayers,  and  then 
callfil  hiH  council. 

All  tiiiM  while  the  trrand  vizier  was  terri- 
bly uneany.  Inntead  of  Hleepin?,  he  8|)ent 
thie  ni^ht  in  nisUn  and  enmiiH,  liewading 
the  kMH  of  hin  dausrhter,  of  whom  lie  lie- 
Ueveil  tiiat  he  himw*lf  shouM  be  the  execu- 
tioffier.  And  a-s  in  this  melancholv  pro^*- 
pect,  he  u-as  afraid  of  s<'pin:r  the  Rultan,  he 
wan  ajrre(*ably  Hurpris<*d  when  he  miw  the 
prince  enter  the  council  chamUT,  without 
pvmi^  him  tiie  fatal  orders  he  expeet<'<l. 

The  Ruitin,  acconlin?  to  h'w  custom, 
•pent  the  day  in  n*^ihitins:  his  atlairn ;  antl 
when  ni^ht  came,  he  went  to  bed  with 
Srheherazatle.  Next  mornine,  h«'fi>re  day, 
Dinarzade  tailed  not  to  addn'ss  herwlf  to 
her  «v«ter  thu«:  My  dear  sister,  if  you  lie 
not  tKlrep,  1  pray  yi»u,  till  day-hn'ak,  which 
must  he  m  a  very  little  time,  to  cro  on  with 
ihc  Riory  you  U^irm  last  niirht.  The  «ul- 
tan,  witiHMit  Ntayinirtill  Scheherazade  ask- 
eii  him  leave,  hid  her  make  an  end  of  tlw 
•toryoftlie  eenii'  ami  I'li*  merchant,  for  I 
Urns  to  hear  tlw  issue  of  it.  Uj^on  which 
Sl^chtrhenizade  s^xike,  and  ctmtinued  tlie 
ftory,  aa  fulk>x%'s : 


SECO.ND  .NIGHT. 

Whesi  llie  merchant  saw  that  the  eenie  ' 
as  icoinE*  to  cut  offhl'i  head,  he  cried  out  ' 
akmd,  and  said  to  him.  For  h«'aven*H  sake,  ' 
hidii  yiiur  hand  !    Allow  me  one  wonl :  In* 
■iKTiNid  as  to  L'^rant  me  wmie  n-iipite ;  allow  | 
ni>*  hut  tmie  to  hid  my  witt*  and  cliildn>n 
adieu,  and  to  divide  my  estate  amonrtlH'in 
by  will,  tliat  thfy  may  not  l'o  to  law  witli 
tnte  anotlier,  alh-r  my  de.-ith;  ami  wh«-n  I 
haw  done  so.  I  will  come  hark  to  the  sain«' 
pfaier,  ami  sulmiit  to  whatever  vou  sliall 
pleaM*  to  onler  coiici-riiinir  me.     But,  sa%s 
the  in*nie,  if  I  ^ant  vou  the  time  you  ife-  { 
maikl,  I  doubt  you  will  never  return.  If  you 
wQ  believe  my  oath,  ansuiTs  tlH»  merchant, 
I  flwear  bjr  all  that  is  Macml  that  I  will  come 
and  meet  you  hen*  without  fail.  What  time 
4»  yon  demand  then?  replies  the  renie.    I 
'  a  jnr,  M]rt  the  merchant ;  1  cannot 


have  less  to  ordt;r  my  atfairs,  and  to  pre- 
pare mytk'lf  to  die  without  n*2rret.  But  I 
proimsi*  you,  th:it  this  day  twelvemontlis  1 
will  return  under  thi»s«'  tret*K,  to  put  my- 
self into  your  hands.  Do  y«>u  take  heaven  to 
Ik^  witiH'Hs  to  this  [)romiS(>?  nays  the  ^n  c. 
I  do,  answers  tlie  merchant,  and  repeat  it, 
and  y(»u  may  relv  uj)on  my  oath.  Upim 
this,  the  triMue  lej\  lum  near  tlie  fbun*amy 
and  diH]ip|M>ared. 

The  merchant,  Winir  recovered  fmn  hit 
fri;;ht,  mounted  his  horsi*,  and  set  forward 
on  his  journey :  and  as  he  was  clad,  on  the 
one  hand,  that  he  had  esca{)tMl  so  irreat  a 
daiiL''er,  w>  he  was  mortally  sorrv,  on  the 
othiT,  when  he  thouirht  (Mi  his  fatal  oath. 
When  he  came  home,  his  wife  and  childreti 
receiveil  him  with  all  thedemonstratioiiHoi 
jMTllrt  j<»y ;  hut  he,  instead  of  making 
them  HUitahle  returns,  tell  to  weeping'  bitr 
terly  ;  from  whence  they  readily  ccmiec- 
tuml  that  somethiniT^  extraordinar}'  had 
JM'fallen  him.  His  wife  a>ked  the  reason 
of  his  excessive  crief  anil  tears:  We  are 
all  «>verjoyed,  says  she,  at  your  n*turn,  but 
vou  friirhten  us  to  see  you  in  this  C4)ndi- 
tion;  j»niy  tell  us  the  cause  of  your  sor^ 
nuv.  Alas!  n'plies  the  hu^^lmnd,  the  cause 
of  it  is,  that  1  have  hut  a  ytvir  to  live;  and 
then  he  told  what  had  [kivhinI  h(*twe<'n  him 
and  the  trenie,  and  that  he  had  e'iven  him 
his  oath  tt>  H'tum  at  the  eml  of  the  year* 
to  H'ceive  di*ath  fnun  his  hands. 

WhfU  they  had  heard  this  s.^!  news, 
they  all  l)e>ran  to  lament  heartily.  His  wife 
maile  a  pitiful  outcry,  Is'at  her  face,  and 
tore  her  liair.  The  children,  all  in  tears, 
made  the  house  resimnil  with  their  frnnns: 
antl  the  father,  not  U'liiir  alili*  t(»  oven.<)me 
natun',  min^Hed  his  tears  with  theirs;  so 
that,  in  a  word,  it  was  tht*  nuM  at)f*ctin|^ 
siMM'tacle  that  any  man  coiilil  )M*ho|d. 

Next  moniinir,  the  merchant  applied 
him^rU*  to  put  his  atfairs  in  onler,  and, 
iir*tof  ail.  to  pay  h\**  drhts.  Hr  made  pre- 
sent^ to  his  friend*i ;  iTive  «rn'at  alms  to  the 
poor;  wt  his  slaves  «»flM>th  si'xe«a;  liberty  f 
divided  hi«i  estate  amnn^^  hi'^  childn'n;  ap- 
(M)inted  ^ninrdiaiis  n)r  such  i»l*  tliem  as  were 
in»t  ci»m»'  of  aL'e ;  and,  ffMorintr  to  his  wife 
all  that  was  due  to  her  hy  contnict  of  map- 
riain',  h»*  L''ave  hiT,  over  and  abo\'e,  ail 
tiiat  ht'  could  do  hv  law. 

vVt  la<«t  thf  year  expinfl.  and  CTohe  must» 
Hi'  put  hio  liiinal  clothe-*  in  his  portman- 
t«au;  hut  mvi  r  was  there  such  (rriefseeii 
a**  wht'ii  he  came  to  hid  his  wifi'  and  chil- 
dn>n  adieu.  They  could  m »t  think  of  paitr 
in::,  hut  re^^tlved  to  i^ti  ami  die  with  nim; 
hut  find  in  <:  that  he  must  be  fiircefl  to  part 
witli  tiioMc  dear  ob^rt^.  he  spoke  to  tliem 
tliuH :  My  dear  wit«*  and  chiluren,  sa)'S  he, 
I  oliey  the  order  of  Heaven  in  qiiittinc  jaa  ; 
i()llow  my  example,  submit  cmmftimkf 
to  this  necewity,  and  consider  that  it  ii  tbe 
destiBT  of  man  to  die.    Harini^  aaad  tfacw 
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words,  he  went  out  of  the  hearing  of  the 
eries  of  his  family ;  and  taking  his  journey, 
arrived  at  the  p>lace  where  lie  promised 
to  meet  the  genie  on  the  day  aprx)inted. 
He  aiis^hted,  and  settin/^  himself  uown  hy 
the  fountain,  waited  the  comin£r  of  the  £re- 
nie  with  all  the  sorrow  ima^nahle.  Whilst 
hr  bn«niished  in  this  cnief  expectation,  a 
gfo-i  old  man.  Icadin^r  a  huid,  appeared, 
and  drew  near  nim.  'V\\vy  saluted  one  an- 
otliiT ;  after  which  the  old  man  says  to  him, 
Brother,  may  I  ask  you  why  you  are  come 
into  this  desert  j)lace,  where  there  is  no- 
thing but  evil  spirits,  and  hy  consequence 
you  cannot  be  safe  ?  To  look  upon  these 
fine  trees,  indeed,  one  would  think  the  place 
irhabited;  but  it  is  a  true  wilderness, 
where  it  is  not  sate  to  stay  long. 

Tlie  merchant  satisfied  his  curiosity,  and 
told  him  the  adventure  which  ohliffed  him 
to  be  there.  The  old  man  listened  to  him 
with  astonisliment.  and  when  he  had  done, 
cried  out,  This  is  the  most  surprising  thing 
in  the  world ;  and  you  are  bound  with  the 
most  inviolable  oath ;  however,  I  will  be 
witness  of  your  interview  with  the  genie. 
And  sitting  down  by  the  merchant,  tliey 
talke«l  togetlier.  But  I  see  day,  says  Sche- 
herazade, and  must  leave  off';  yet  the  best 
of  the  story  is  to  come.  The  sultan,  resol- 
ving to  hear  the  end  of  it,  suffered  her  to 
live  that  day  also. 


THIRD  NIGHT. 

Next  morning,  Dinarzade  made  the 
same  request  to  her  sister  as  formerly :  My 
dear  sister,  says  she,  il'  you  be  not  asleep, 
tell  me  one  of  Uiose  pleasant  stories  that 
you  have  read.  But  the  sultan,  willing 
to  understand  what  followed  between  tiie 
merchant  and  the  genie,  hid  her  go  on  with 
that,  which  she  did,  as  fi»llows : 

Sir.  while  the  merchant,  and  the  old  man 
who  led  tlie  hind,  were  talking,  thev  saw 
anotlier  old  man  comina:  to  then),  followed 
by  two  black  dogs.  After  they  had  salut- 
ed one  another,  ne  asked  lhi*m  what  they 
did  in  that  place.  The  old  man  witli  the 
hind,  told  him  the  adventure  of  the  mer- 
chant and  genie,  with  all  that  had  pass- 
ed between  them,  particularly  the  mer- 
cJiant's  oath.  He  added,  that  it  was  the 
day  agreed  on,  and  that  he  was  resolved 
to  stay  and  see  the  issue. 

The  second  old  man.  thinking  it  also 
worth  his  curiosity,  resolved  to  do  tlie  like: 
he  hkewise  sat  down  by  them ;  and  they 
had  scarce  be^n  to  talk  toother,  but 
there  came  a  third  old  man,  wno  address- 
ing himself  to  the  two  former,  asked  why 
the  merchant  that  sat  with  them  looked  so 
n»elandioly.  They  told  him  the  reason  of 
it,  which  appeared  so  extraordinary  to 
mm,  that  he  abo  molved  to  be  witness  to 


the  result ;  and  for  that  end  sat  down  with 
them. 

In  a  little  time,  the^  perceived  in  the 
field  a  thick  vapour,  like  a  ckmd  of  dust 
raised  by  a  whirlwind,  advancing  towards 
them,  which  vanished  all  of  a  suaden,  and 
then  the  genie  appeared;  who,  without 
saiuthig  them,  came  up  to  the  merchant 
witli  a  drawn  scimitar,  and  taking  him  hy 
the  arm,  says.  Get  thee  up,  that  rmay  kiL 
thee,  as  thou  didst  my  son.  The  mercliant 
and  the  three  old  men,  being  frightened,  b&- 
gan  to  lament,  and  to  fill  the  air  with  thdr 
cries.  Here  Scheherazade,  perceiving  day, 
left  off'  her   story;   which  did  so  much 


whet  the  sultan's  curiosity,  that  he 
al)Solutely  resolved  to  hear  the  end -of 
it,  and  put  off'  the  sultaness^s  execution 
till  the  next  day. 

Nobody  can  express  the  grand  vizier's 
joy  when  he  perceived  that  Die  sultan  did 
not  order  him  to  kill  Scheherazade:  his 
family,  the  court,  and  all  tlie  people  in 
neral,  were  astonished  at  it. 


FOITITH  NIGHT. 

Towards  the  end  of  tlie  following  night, 
Dinarzade  failed  not  to  awake  the  sultan- 
ess.  My  dear  sister,  says  she,  if  you  be  not 
asleep/pray  tell  me  one  of  your  fine  sto- 
ries. Then  Scheherazade,  with  the  sul- 
tan's permission,  spoke  as  follows: 

Sir,  when  the  ola  man  who  led  the  hind 
saw  the  genie  lay  hold  of  tlie  merchant, 
and  about  to  kill  him  without  mercy,  he 
threw  himself  at  tlie  feet  of  the  monster, 
and;  kissing  them,  says  to  him,  Prince  oi 
genies,  I  most  humtily  request  you  to 
suspend  your  an^rer,  and  do  me  the  favour 
to  hear  me.  I  will  tell  you  tlie  history  of 
my  life,  and  of  the  hind  you  see ;  and  if 
you  think  it  more  wonderful  and  surprising 
than  the  adventure  of  the  merchant  you 
are  going  to  kill,  I  hope  you  wijl  partlon 
the  poor  unfi)rtunate  man  the  third  of  his 
crime.  The  genie  took  some  time  to  eon- 
suit  upon  it,  but  answered  at  last,  Wdl, 
tlien,  1  agree  to  it. 

The  History  of  the  first  Old  Man,  and  the 

tlind. 

I  shall  begin,  then,  says  the  old  man  ; 
listen  to  me,  I  pray  you,  wth  attention. 
This  liind  you  see  is  my  cousin ;  nay,  what 
is  more,  my  wife:  she  was  only  twelve 
years  of^age  when  I  married  her,  so  that  I 
may  justly  say,  she  ought  as  much  to  re* 
gard  me  as  her  father,  as  her  kinsman  and 
husband. 

We  lived  together  twenty  years  without 
any  children ;  yet  her  barrenness  did  not 
hinder  my  having  a  great  deal  of  complai- 
sance and  friendship  for  her.  TK;  desire 
of  having  childreK  oalr  made  ok  \xf  a 
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■hve,  hy  whom  I  )iad  a  •on,  who  was  ex- 
tremely proiniiiing.  My  wifi;  being  jealouft. 
eonoeivetl  a  hatred  fur  both  motlier  and 
child,  but  atnoraled  it  so  well,  tiuit  1  ditl 
BDI  know  it  till  it  wua  too  late. 

Mean  tinie  my  son  grew  un,  and  was  ten 
jrean  old,  when  I  was  oliiiged  to  undertake 
a  journey.  B«*tbre  1  went.  1  recommended 
lo  roy  wite,  of  wliom  1  liau  no  miiilrust,  tiie 
■lave  anil  her  Mm,  and  prayed  her  to  take 
care  of  them  during  my  abaence,  which 
was  fiir  a  whole  year.  She  made  uae  of 
that  time  to  mtiHiy  her  hatnH] ;  she  ap{>li- 
ed  hemelf  to  mainc,  and  when  alie  knew 
rmiuffh  of  that  dialNiliral  art  to  execute  her 
horrible  r4mtnvanc(>,  the  wretch  carried 
my  win  to  a  deitolate  place,  where  by  her 
ench  intmentit,  nhe  ehan^il  my  Hon  into 
a  call*,  and  irave  him  to  my  farmer  to  fat- 
trn.  pr«'tendin?  kIic  had  iM^u^ht  him.  Her 
fUry  did  tH>t  9top  at  tiiiA  abominable  acticm, 
but  «lie  likewiM*  chanj^ed  the  alave  into  a 
cow,  anil  crave  her  aim)  to  mv  farmer. 

At  mv  return,  I  a^ked  f(>rtlie  mother  and 
ehiifl :  Vour  Hlave,  says  tdie,  in  dead ;  and 
ma  lor  your  Hon,  I  know  not  what  has 
become  of  him.  I  have  not  seen  him 
tl^ae  two  monthfl.  I  was  troubled  at  the 
death  of  the  nlave,  but  my  Kon  hanne  only 
dinappenn^d,  tun  ahe  told  me,  I  wzn  in  nopc« 
he  wouUi  retuni  in  a  little  time.  However, 
rirht  montlm  i^aHKed,  and  I  heard  nothing 
«»r  him.  When  the  ffativnl  of  the  gn^at 
Bairam  happened,  to  celebrate  the  name, 
I  went  ti»  mv  farni#»r  fi»r  one  of  the  fattent 
roWM«  to  Rarrifice,  and  he  wnt  nw  one  ac- 
conIin«'ly.  Th^  cow  which  he  bnm?ht  nw 
waa  my  hIavc,  the  unfortunate  mother  of 
my  mm.  I  ti«sl  her,  btit  an  I  was  going  to 
■arrilice  her,  she  heUowetl  pitifully,  and  I 
ntM  p»Tcrive  jitreain«  of  ti'ars  run  from 
h^r  eyes.  Thi>«  M<'em«'d  to  me  ver>'  extra- 
cYnlinar>' :  and  findin?  mvHelC  in  spite  of 
■0  1  couM  «|o,  inspinsl  with  |Hty,  I  could 
not  fiml  in  my  lieart  to  give  her  a  blow, 
Imt  iM-ilenil  my  f-imifr  to  ei»t  me  another. 

My  wifi*,  wlio  waM  pn-xent,  was  enraired 
at  roy  companVwrn,  nnil.  opposing  herself  to 
an  order  which  divipfHMnti*<i  lier  malice, 
ahe  cries  out,  Wluit  are  ymi  doing,  htui- 
haml?  Sarrifirc  tliat  mw:  your  farmer 
has  not  a  Hn*'r,  nor  tme  fitter  fi>r  that  \mc. 
Out  of  com|>tak(anc«*  t<»  mv  wife,  I  came 
again  to  the  row,  and,  comfiating  my  com- 
pajMimi,  whicli  wisfuMnIed  the  sacrifice, 
wma  giHiiff  to  jrive  Ikt  tin*  Citaf  blow,  when 
Che  %'ictim,  re<i(Hiblinff  her  tears  and  bi>|- 
lowinr.  diaarmrd  mr  a  vcimd  time.  Then 
I  put  the  roaB«*t  into  tlie  farmerV  hands, 
and  bid  him  take  and  sacrifice  her  himself, 
fer  her  teara  and  beUnwing  pierced  roy 
Heart. 

The  fanner,  leaa  compaaaionate  than  I, 
icrificed  her ;  and  when  he  flajred  her, 
fimad  her  to  be  nothing  but  bonea,  though 
Um^wtatrndrtrrkU    Take  her  to 
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yourKlf,  aara  I  to  the  farmer.  I  quit  her  to 
you ;  give  ner  in  alms,  or  which  war  you 
will ;  and  if  you  have  a  very  &t  calf,  lirinf 
it  me  in  her  stead.  I  did  not  inform  my- 
self what  he  dkl  with  the  cow ;  but,  aoon 
after  he  took  her  awav.  he  came  witli  a 
ver>'  fiit  calf.  Though  I  anew  not  the  calf 
was  my  son,  yet  I  could  not  forbear  being 
moved  at  the  siglit  of  him.  On  his  part, 
as  S(xm  as  he  saw  me,  he  made  so  ereat  an 
effort  to  come  to  me,  tliat  he  broke  nis  c^)rd. 
tlirew  himself  at  my  fet^t,  witli  hia  head 
against  tlte  ground,  as  if  he  meant  to  ex- 
cite my  compassion,  conjuring  me  not  to 
be  so  cruel  as  to  take  his  life;  and  did  as 
much  as  was  possibk*  lor  liim  to  do,  to  sig- 
nifv  tliat  he  wan  my  mm, 

t  was  more  surprised  and  affected  with 
thi8  action,  than  witli  the  tears  of  tlie  cow; 
1  felt  a  ti*nder  nity,  which  made  me  inters 
est  m>*self  for  nini,  or,  ra titer,  nature  did 
its  duty.  Go.  sa>'s  I  to  the  farmer^  earr? 
home  tliat  calf,  take  great  care  of  hun,  and 
bring  me  a  not  Iter  in  his  place  immediately. 

As  soon  as  niy  wife  heani  me  say  so,  ajfie 
immediately  cned  out.  What  do  you  do, 
husbanil  ^  Take  my  advice,  sacnfice  no 
other  calf  hut  that,  \yife,  says  I,  I  will 
not  sacrifice  him;  I  ^nll  spare  him^  and 
pray  <io  not  you  oppos«»  iL  Tlie  wicked 
woman  bad  no  regard  to  my  desire ;  she 
hated  my  aim  too  much  to  conaent  that  I 
shoiiM  save  him.  I  tied  the  poor  creature, 
and  taking  up  the  fatal  knitt* — Here  Sclie- 
h(TAzaJe  st<»pi)ed,  beeatne  slie  iieroeived 
davligtit. 

Tlien  Dinarmde  ani<l,  Sister,  I  am  en- 
chanted with  tliis  stor>',  which  so  agreea- 
lilv  calls  fi»r  my  attention.  If  the  sultan 
win  Kufler  me  to  live  to-day,  answers  ScIm^ 
lierazade,  fvhat  I  have  to  teli  to-m<irrow 
win  diwrt  you  abundantly  more.  Schah- 
riar.  curious  to  know  what  would  become 
of  tlie  old  man*s  son  that  k*d  the  hind,  told 
the  sultaness  he  would  be  ver^r  glad  to 
liear  tlie  end  of  that  story  next  nigiit. 


HFTH  NIGHT. 

Whkit  day  began  to  draw  near,  Dinar- 
7jide  put  her  sister's  orders  in  execution 
ver>'  exactly,  wlio,  IxMng  awaiked,  prayed 
the'  sultan  to  alUiw  her  to  rive  Dinarsade 
that  satisfaction  ;  fvliich  the  prince^  who 
took  m  much  pleasure  in  the  story  himaelC 
williiurlv  agreed  to. 

Sir,  t)ien,  says  Scheheraxade,  the  first 
old  man  who  lead  the  hind,  continuing  hia 
story  to  tlie  cenie,  to  the  other  two  oW 
men,  and  tlie  merchant,  proceeiled  thus : 
I  took  the  knife,  says  he,  and  was  going  ti* 
strike  it  into  my  son*s  throat ;  when  turn 
imr  his  eyes  bathed  with  tears,  in  a  lan- 
guishing manner  towards  me.  he  afleelrJ 
me  80  Uiat  I  had  no  strength  to  aacrilirt 
^*  '  but  let  the  knife  fidUattdtoldmr  Hi* 
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positivelr  that  I  would  bare  another  calf 
to  sacrifice,  and  not  thaL  She  used  allen- 
dnvuiin  to  make  me  change  my  reenlu- 
tba;  but  1  continued  firm,  and  pacified 
her  a  little,  by  proiaiging  that  I  would 
sacrifice   him  affainal    the    Bairain   next 

Next  morning  my  farmerdeaired  to  speak 
will)  me  aloae,  and  told  me,  I  come,  says 
he,  til  tell  you  a  piece  ofDews,  for  which 
I  hiipe  yiiii  will  return  me  thanks.  I  have 
a  diu.'^liter  that  has  some  skill  in  magic. 
Yesterday,  ns  1  carried  back  the  calf 
which  yiiu  would  not  sacrifice,  I  perceived 
the  lau^heil  when  she  saw  him,  and  in  a 
moment  after  fell  a  weeping.  I  asked  her 
why  she  acted  two  such  contrary  ports  at 
one  snd  the  same  time.  Father,  replied 
slie,  the  calfvou  briof  bock  is  our  fand- 
k>r<l's  SOD :  I  laughed  Tor  joy  to  see  fiim 
still  nlive,  .and  I  wept  at  the  remembrance 
<rt'  the  8.icrifice  that  was  made  the  other 
day  of  tiis  mother,  who  van  changed  into 
a  cow.  Tliese  two  metaniorphosei  were 
niaile  by  tlie  enchantments  ofour  master's 
wile,  who  hated  both  the  mother  and  son. 
This  is  what  my  dsuchler  told  me,  snid 
(lie  farmer,  and  I  come  to  nctiuaint  you 
with  it. 

At  these  words,  the  old  man  adds,  T 
leave  vou  to  tfiinit,  my  lord  freoie,  how 
muoh  I  wna  surpriaed ;  I  went  immediate- 
ly to  my  farmer,  to  speak  with  his  daugh- 
ter myself^  As  soon  as  I  came,  I  went 
forthwith  to  the  stall  where  my  eon  was : 
he  could  not  answer  my  embraces,  but  re- 
ceived them  in  such  a  manner  as  fully  sa- 
^flei)  me  he  was  my  son. 

The  farmer's  daughter  came :  My  good 
mh.  ■'.  says  I,  can  ynu  restore  my  son  to 
his  lni^--r  shape.'  Yea,  says  she,  I  cari. 
Ahl  says  i,  if  you  caiu  I  will  make  rou 
mistreM  of  all  jiv  fortune.  She  repliea  to 
me.  smiling,  Tou  mn  our  master,  and  I 
kiMW  verj  wen  what  1  owe  to  jrou ;  but 
i  csanot  fwton  fwu  toa  tnU  hia  fermer 


shape  but  on  two  conditjona :  the  first  ia, 
that  you  give  him  me  for  mv  hu»l)and; 
and  the  second  is,  that  vou  allow  me  to 
punish  the  person  who  (!nar;eed  him  into 
a  calf.  For  the  first,  says  I,  l  agrt^  to  it 
with  all  my  heart:  nay,  1  promise  you 
more — a  con.'^iderable  estate  for  yourseUI 
independent  of  what  I  design  for  my  ton : 
in  a  word,  you  slmll  see  how  I  will  reward 
the  great  bervice  I  expect  from  you.  Aa 
to  wtiat  relates  to  my  wife,  !  also  aitree  to 
it;  a  person  who  has  been  capable  of  com- 
mitting such  a  criminal  action  de«i'rvea 
very  well  to  be  punished ;  I  leave  her  to 
you,  only  1  must  pray  you  not  to  take  her 
ufe.  I  am  just  going  then,  answers  she.  In 
treat  her  as  she  has  treated  your  son.  1 
agree  In  it,  savs  I,  provided  you  restore  my 
son  to  me  befnrchand. 

Then  the  damsel  took  a  vemrl  full  of 
water,  pmnounced  over  it  words  that  1  did 
not  unih-rBland,  and,  addressiuR  herself  to 

df,  O.  calf,  says  she,  if  thou 
,....,a-d   hv   (lie   b'--"---   —•   — 

at  tllis  lime,  cuuunue  ui  uihi  lucm;  u 
thou  he  a  man,  and  art  changed  ii 
calf  by  enchanbnenl,  return  to  tliy  nntu- 
ral  shape,  by  tlie  ptrmission  of  the  sove- 
Ki^n  Creator.  As  Khe  spoke  tliesc  words, 
she  threw  water  upon  him,  and  in  an  in- 
stant, lie  recovered  his  first  alispe. 

My  son,  my  dear  son,  cried  I,  immedi- 
ately embrscms  him,  with  such  a  trans- 
port of  joy  that  I  knew  not  what  1  was  do- 
uigi  it  is  Heaven  that  has  sent  us  this 
voun?  maid,  to  take  off  the  horrible  charm 
by  which  you  were  enchanted,  and  to 
avenge  the  injury  done  to  you  and  your 
raottier.  1  doubt  not  but,  in  acknowfedg- 
ment,  you  will  take  your  deliverer  to  wlft, 
as  I  have  promised.  He  consented  to  it 
with  joy:  but,  before  they  married,  she 
chanifM  my  wife  into  a  hind ;  and  this  is 
she  whom  you  see  here.  I  denied  she 
i^Nnild  ban  this  ahape,  nthet  Ihui  uotber 
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afreeaUe,  that  we  mi^ht  see  her  in 
the  famiij  without  horror. 

Since  that  time,  mj  son  is  become  a 
widower,  and  gone  to  travel ;  and,  it  be- 
ing several  veare  since  I  heard  of  him,  I 
am  come  aoroad  to  inquire  af\er  him; 
and  not  being  wiliinf  to  trust  any  body 
with  my  wife  till  I  sliould  come  home,  I 
thouirht  fit  to  cany  her  every  where  with 
me.  This  is  the  history  of  myself  and  this 
hind:  is  it  not  one  of  tne  most  wonderful 
and  surprising  tlmt  can  be  ? — I  agree  to  it, 
•ays  the  genie,  and  upon  that  account 
I  lurgive  the  merchant  the  tliird  of  his 
crime. 

When  the  first  old  man.  sir,  continued 
the  sultaneM,  had  finished  his  Rtor>-,  the 
aeoond.  who  led  the  two  black  dogs,  a<l- 
dreaset]  himself  to  the  genie,  and  says  to 
him :  I  am  going  to  tell  vou  wtiat  liappen- 
ed  to  me  and  those  two  mack  do<rs  you  nee 
by  me,  and  I  am  certain  you  ^HII  say  that 
nir  story  is  yet  more  surprising  than  that 
which  you  have  just  now  hrarti ;  but. 
wlien  I  have  told  it  you,  1  hope  you  will 
be  pleased  to  pardon  the  mercliant  the  Se- 
conal tliird  of  his  crime.  Yes,  replies  the 
genie,  provided  your  story  surpass  that  of 
the  hind.  Then  tlie  second  oM  man  U^gan 
ID  Xim  manner.  But,  as  iScheherazadc  pro- 
nounced these  words,  xhe  saw  it  wan  ilay, 
an<l  k(i  off  speaking. 

O,  heaven !  si:*ter,  says  Dinarxade,  the« 
ad\*enturcs  arc  very  singular.  Sister,  re- 
plies tiie  sultaness,  they  are  not  C4)mi)ani- 
Ue  to  tlioae  which  I  have  to  tHI  you  next 
night,  if  the  sultan,  my  lord  and  master,  lie 
•o  giKid  as  to  let  me  live.  Schahnar  an- 
swered nothing  to  that ;  but  rose  up,  said 
bin  jMnyeni,  and  went  to  couneiK  witjiout 
gi%'uig  any  order  agaiiutt  tlie  liA*  of  the 
charming  Scliehera»ide. 


SIXTH  NKJHT. 

The  sixth  niirht  bein?  come,  tlie  Hultan 
and  his  ladv  went  to  liod.  Dinarzade 
axnked  at  tne  uKual  liour,  and,  calling  to 
the  sultaness,  says.  Dear  aisier,  if  vou  be 
not  anleep,  1  pray  vou,  until  it  lie  day,  to 
satisfy  my  curioHity :  I  am  impatient  to 
hear  the  story  of  the  old  man  and  tli«*  two 
black  doga.  The  sultan  roiHPfit^^d  to 
It  with  pleasure,  being  no  1('hh  d»*sirous  to 
kn4«w  the  story  than  Dinarxaile;  ami 
Scheberaaade  continued  it  as  ftillows : 

Tlu  Stery  qf  ike  9eamd  Old  Mmn  mml  Uu 
iwo  Black  Do^ 

Great  prince  of  genii,  says  the  oI<l  man, 
Tou  must  know  that  we  are  three  bnithers, 
t  aiki  tiie  two  black  dogs  you  see.  Our 
father,  when  he  die<l,  left  each  of  us  one 
thoumid  Mquina.  With  tliat  sum  we  all 
CBictcd  iBlo  the  Mine  way  of  Itring ,  and 


became  roerchanta.  A  little  time  after  we 
had  opened  shop,  my  ekleat  brother,  one 
of  these  two  dogs,  resolved  to  travel,  and 
trade  in  Ibreu^n  countries.  With  thii 
\'iew,  he  sold  his  estate,  and  bought  goodfl 
proper  for  the  trade  he  intended. 

He  went  away,  and  was  absent  a  whole 
year :  at  the  end  of  which,  a  poor  man, 
who  I  tliought  had  come  to  ask  ahns,  pre- 
s^ted  himself  before  me  in  mv  shop.  I 
said  to  him,  God  help  you.  Goo  help  you 
also,  answered  he :  is  it  possible  you  do 
not  know  me  ?  Upon  this  I  kwked  at  ^lim 
narrowly,  and  knew  him.  All,  bititlieri 
cried  I,  embracing  him,  how  could  1  know 
you  ill  this  condition  ?  I  made  him  come 
into  my  house,  and  asked  him  concerning 
his  health  and  tlie  success  of  his  travelil 
Do  not  ask  me  that  question,  says  he: 
when  you  see  me,  you  see  aU :  it  would 
only  renew  my  grief  to  tell  you  all  the 
particulars  of  the  misfortunes  that  have 
liefalk>n  me,  and  reduced  me  to  this  coif 
dition,  since  I  left  you. 

I  immediately  Hhut  up  my  shop,  and  car- 
rnng  him  to  a  bath,  gave  him  the  beat 
clothes  1  ha$l  by  me ;  and.  examining  my 
btKiks,  and  fimfing  that  I  had  doubled  my 
stock,  that  is  to  Kay,  that  1  was  worth  two 
thousand  Rer|uins,  I  gave  him  one  half: 
With  that,  says  1,  brother,  you  may  make 
up  vour  loss.  He  jo>  fully  accepted  the 
pnirter,  recoven»d  himsell,  and  we  lived 
tojrether  ns  befon\ 

iS<irne  time  after,  my  second  brotlier. 
who  is  the  other  of  lliese  two  does,  woukl 
alito  Hell  his  estate.  1,  and  his  otlier  bro- 
ther, di«l  all  we  could  to  divert  him  from 
it,  but  without  et)«*ct.  He  sold  it,  and  with 
the  nion<*y  liought  such  goods  as  were 
Ruitalile  to  the  trade  he  designed.  He 
joined  a  caravan,  and  took  a  Journey.  He 
returned,  at  tlie  end  of  tlie  year,  in  the 
Bame  condition  as  mv  other  brother;  and 
I,  having  gained  another  tliouaand  sequin^ 
crave  him  them,  with  which  he  fumishea 
his  shop,  and  continued  to  folkiw  his  trade. 

Some  time  after,  one  of  mv  brothere 
came  to  me  to  propoM?  a  tradfng  voya|[e 
with  them.  I  immediately  rrj^cted  their 
propo<nil.  You  have  travelle*!,  nuvn  I,  and 
what  have  vou  gained  by  it?  Who  can 
a<fntre  me  tliat  I  nhall  lw>  more  auccessftil 
tlian  you  have  b«»en.  They  represented 
to  mei  in  vain,  all  that  they  tliought  fit,  to 
jin'vail  upon  me  to  ensaee  in  that  design 
with  theni,  for  !  c<m«<tantly  refused :  but 
they  importuned  me  so  much,  that  after 
having  resisted  their  solicitations  Hvt 
whole  vears,  tliey  overcame  me  at  last. 
But,  when  ^t  were  to  make  preparationa 
for  our  voyage,  and  to  Imy  goods  necesaa- 
ry  to  the  uiulertaking,  I  found  they  had 
spent  alt.  and  that  tliey  had  not  one  far* 
thing  left  of  the  thousand  eequins  1  had 
giTcn  each  of  then.   I  did  not«  howevefi 
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iqibraid  them  iu  the  least.    On  the  contra- 

Pr,  my  stock  bein^  six  thousand  sequins, 
rinied  the  half  of  it  with  them,  telling^ 
them.  My  brothers,  we  must  venture  these 
three  thousand  sequins,  and  hide  the  rest 
in  some  sure  place ;  tliat,  in  case  our  voy- 
age be  no  more  successful  Uian  jrour's 
was  formerly,  we  may  have  wherewith  to 
aaiist  us,  ana  to  follow  our  ancient  way  of 
livin|r*  I  gftve  each  of  them  a  thousand 
seiimns.  and,  keeping  as  much  for  myself, 
I  Duriea  the  other  three  thousand  in  a  cor- 
ner of  my  house.  We  bought  our  goods. 
ard,  afler  having[  embarked  them  on  board 
<A  a  vessel,  which  we  freighted  betwixt 
us  three,  we  put  to  sea,  witn  a  favourable 

wkuL    After  a  month's  sail But  I  see 

day,  says  Scheherazade ;  I  must  stop  here. 
Sister,  says  Dinarzade,  this  story  pro- 
mises a  great  deal ;  I  fancy  the  rest  of  it 
must  be  very  extraordinary.  You  are  not 
mistaken,  savs  the  sultaness  \  and,  if  the 
sultan  will  auow  me  to  tell  it  you,  I  am 
persuaded,  it  will  very  much  divert  you. 
Schahriar  got  up,  as  he  did  the  day  be- 
fore, without  explaining  his  mind,  but 
gave  no  order  to  the  grand  vizier  to  kill 
is  datighter. 


SEVENTH  NIGHT. 

Whbv  the  seventh  night  drew  near  a 
ek)se,  Dinarzade  awaked  the  sultaness, 
and  prayed  her  to  continue  the  stf)ry  of 
the  second  old  man.  I  will,  answered 
Scheherazade,  provided  the  sultan,  my 
lord  and  master,  does  not  oppose  it.  Not 
at  all,  says  Schahriar;  I  am  so  far  from 
opposing  it,  tliat  I  desire  you  earnestly  to 
go  on  with  it. 

To  resume  the  thread  of  the  story,  savs 
Scheherazade,  you  must  know,  that  tne 
old  man  who  led  the  two  dogs,  continued 
his  story  to  the  genie,  the  other  two  old 
men,  and  the  merchant,  thus :  In  short, 
says  he,  after  two  months'  sail,  we  arriveu 
happily  at  port,  where  we  landed  and  had 
a  verv  great  vent  for  our  goods.  I,  es- 
pecially, sold  mine  so  well,  that  I  ^med^ 
ten  to  one,  and  we  bought  commodities  of 
tliat  country,  to  transport  and  sell  in  our 
own. 

When  we  were  ready  to  embark,  in  or- 
der to  return,  I  met  upon  the  bank  of  the 
sea  a  lady«  handsome  enough,  but  poorly 
clad.  She  came  up  to  me  pr»iently,  kiss- 
ed my  hand^  prajfcd  me,  with  the  greatest 
earnestness  imaginable,  to  marry  her,  and 
take  her  along  with  me.  I  made  some 
difiicultv  to  agree  to  it ;  but  she  said  so 
many  tnings  to  persuade  me  that  I  ought 
to  make  no  objection  to  her  povertj^,  and 
that  I  shouki  have  all  the  reason  in  the 
world  to  be  satisfied  with  her  conduct, 
llimt  I  yielded.    I  ordered  proper  apparel 


to  be  made  for  her ;  and  after  haviiur  bm 
ried  her,  according  to  form,  I  took  oer  on 
board,  and  we  set  sail.  During  the  imwir 
gation,  I  found  the  wife  I  had  taken  had 
so  many  good  qualities,  that  I  bved  her 
every  day  more  and  more.  In  the  meui 
time,  my  two  brothers,  who  liad  not  man- 
a^d  their  affairs  so  well  as  1  did  mine,  en- 
vied my  prosperity ;  and  their  ftiry  carried 
them  so  rar  as  to  conspire  against  my  Hfo: 
so  that,  one  night,  wnen  mv  wife  and  I 
were  asleep,  they  tlirew  us  noth  into  the 
sea. 

My  wife  was  a  fairy,  and.  bv  conse- 
quence, a  genie,  you  know  well  she  could 
not  be  drownea  ;  but  for  me,  it  is  certain 
1  had  been  lost  without  her  help.  I  had 
scarce  fallen  into  the  water  when  she  took 
me  up,  and  carried  me  to  an  island.  When 
it  was  day,  the  fairy  said  to  me.  You 
see,  husband,  that,  by  saving  your  life,  I 
have  not  rewarded  you  ill  for  ^  your  kind- 
ness to  me.  You  must  know,  that  I  am  a 
fairy,  and  that,  being  upon  the  bank  of 
the  sea  when  you  were  gpin^  to  embark, 
1  found  I  had  a  strong' inclination  for  you : 
I  had  a  mind  to  try  your  goodness,  and 
presented  myself  before  you  in  that  dia- 
ffuise  wherein  you  saw  me.  You  have 
dealt  verv  generously  witli  me,  and  I  am 
very  ghkd  to  have  found  an  opportunity  of 
testiiVing  my  acknowledgment  to  you. 
But  1  am  incensed  against  vour  brothers, 
and  nothing  will  satisfy  mc  out  their  lives. 

1  listened  to  this  discourse  of  the  fainr 
with  admiration;  1  thanked  her,  as  weU 
as  I  could,  for  tlie  great  kindness  she  had 
done  me :  but,  madam,  says  I,  as  for  my 
brothers,  I  beg  you  to  pardon  them ;  what- 
ever cause  they  have  piven  me,  I  am  not 
cruel  enough  to  desire  their  death.  I  told 
her  the  particulars  of  what  I  had  done  for 
them,  which  increased  her  indignation  so 
that  she  cried  out,  I  must  immediately 
pursue  those  ungrateful  traitors,  and  take 
speedy  vengeance  on  them :  1  will  drown 
tneir  vessel,  and  tlirow  them  into  tlie  bot- 
tom of  the  8ea.  No,  my  good  lady,  replied 
I,  for  Heaven's  sake,  do  nut  so ;  moderate 
vour  anger;  consider  Uiat  tliey  are  my 
brothers,  and  tiiat  we  must  do  good  for 
evil. 

I  pacified  the  fairy  by  those  words ;  and, 
as  soon  as  I  had  spoken  them,  site  trans- 
ported me,  in  a  moment,  from  the  island 
where  we  were  to  the  roof  of  my  own  house, 
which  was  terrassed,  and  disappeared  in  a 
moment.  I  went  down,  openeii  the  doors, 
and  dug  up  the  three  thousand  sequins  I 
liad  hid.  I  went  afterwards  to  the  phice 
where  my  shop  was,  which  f  also  opened ; 
and  was  complimented  by  the  merehnnta, 
my  neighbours,  upon  my  return.  When 
I  went  to  my  house,  I  perceived  two  black 
dogs,  which  came  to  me  in  a  very  submis 
sfve  manner :  I  knew  not  wliat  it  mean^ 
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but  WBfl  much  Mtonished  at  it  But  the 
fiuiy.  whu  appeared  immediately,  says  to 
■se,  nuaband,  De  not  surprised  to  see  Uiese 
two  black  do^  by  you :  they  are  your  two 
brothers.  1  was  troubled  at  these  words, 
and  asked  her  by  what  Dower  iiiey  were 
ao  transformed.  It  was  I  who  did  it,  says 
ahe ;  at  kfast,  1  g]ave  comniission  to  one  of 
my  sisters  to  do  it.  who  at  the  same  time 
aiuik  their  ship,  i  ou  have  kwt  tlie  spoods 
jrou  had  on  board,  hut  I  will  make  it  up  to 
Tou  another  way.  As  to  your  two  brothers,  1 
have  condemned  them  to  remain  five  years 
in  that  shape:  their  |)erfidiou8ne88  too 
well  deserves  sucli  a  (lenance.  And,  in 
abort,  aAer  having  told  me  where  I  mi^ht 
hear  of  her,  slie  disappeared. 

Now,  the  fi\*e  years  oein^  out,  I  am  tra- 
▼dlinf  in  quest  of  her;  and,  as  I  passed 
this  way,  I  met  this  mercluint  and  tlic  eood 
old  man  that  led  the  hind,  and  sat  dciwn 
by  them.  This  is  my  history,  O  prince  of 
fenii!  do  not  you  thmk  it  very  extraordi- 
Bary  ^  I  own  it,  says  tlie  senie ;  and,  up- 
cn  that  account,  I  remit  the  merchant  tlie 
aecood  third  of  the  crime  wliich  he  com- 
mitted ai^nst  me. 

As  soon  as  the  second  okl  man  had  fin- 
Mtied  his  story,  tlie  third  hrnfan^  ami  made 
Che  like  request  of  the  ^nie  witli  the  two 
first ;  that  is  to  say.  ti i  pardon  tlie  mer- 
chant the  other  third  of  his  crime,  provid- 
ed the  story  lie  had  to  tell  him  exceeded 
the  two  he  had  aln*ady  lieard  for  sin^lar 
events.     The  eenii?  made  him  tlie  same 

Komise  as  he  had  done  tlie  other  two. 
eaHien,  then,  nayn  tlie  okl  man  to  him — 
but  day  appears,  says  Scheherazaile ;  I 
muse  stop  here. 

I  cannot  enough  admire,  sister,  savs  Di- 
■aneade.  the  adventures  you  have  tM  me. 
1  know  abundan4<e  more,  sa\'s  tlie  Kultan- 
eas,  that  are  still  more  wondrrful.  Schah- 
riar,  willing  to  know  if  the  story  of  the 
third  old  man  woiiiil  he  as  ainveabk*  as  that 
oT  the  secoml,  pit  off  thi*  execution  of 
Scheheraxade  till  tlie  next  day. 


FJRtmi  NIOIIT. 

^  As  soon  as  Dinanr.mhr  pt^nvived  it  was 
time  to  call  tlie  Kultaii«*fM,  slie  says,  sister, 
I  have  been  awake  a  loiij?  tirm>,  and  had  a 
l^rrat  mind  to  au*akf  y(»u«  I  am  m>  impa- 
tirnC  to  hear  tlw*  Htor>'  of  the  thinl  old  man. 
The  sultan  an«wc*n*il,  I  can  hardlv  think 
that  the  thin]  story  will  surpass  tlie  two 
fiirmer  ones. 

Sir,  replies  tlie  sultiness,  tlie  third  oU 
man  ti>kl  his  story  to  tlit*  in^nie :  I  cannot 
tril  it  to  you,  because  it  is  not  come  to  my 
knowknlite;  hut  I  know  that  it  dkl  so 
much  exceed  the  two  liirmer  (itories,  in  the 
variety  of  wonderful  adventures,  that  the 
gnit  waa  attooiahed  at  it,  and  no  aooner 


heard  the  end  of  it.  but  he  aaid  to  tlie  third 
oUl  man,  I  remit  tiie  other  thinl  part  of 
the  mercliant's  crime  upon  tlie  acc^nint  of 
your  8t4>ry.  He  is  very  much  oliliged  to 
all  tliree  of  you  fiir  hann^  delivered  him 
out  of  tliis  danger,  by  your  stories,  without 
which  he  had  iM)t  now  been  in  the  workL 
And,  having  spoke  thus,  he  disappeared 
to  tlie  great  coiitA*ntment  of  tlie  cornpfin;|r. 
The  merchant  failed  not  to  (prive  hia 
three  deliverers  the  thanks  he  oweid  tliem. 
They  rejoir^l  to  see  him  out  of  danger; 
afliT  which  they  hade  him  adieu,  and  each 
of  them  went  on  Iiim  ii'ay.  The  merchant 
returned  to  his  wile  and  children,  and 
passed  the  rest  of  his  days  with  them  in 
peace.  But,  sir,  added  Scheherazade y 
how  pleasant  aoever  these  stories  may  ne, 
that  I  have  told  >*our  majesty  hitliertOi 
they  do  not  come  near  that  of  tlie  fisliennan. 
Dinarzade,  perceiving  tliat  tlie  sultaneaa 
demurred,  says  to  lier,  sister,  since  there 
is  still  some  time  remainiiuTj  pray  tell  vm 
the  story  of  the  Hsherinan,  il  the  sultan  ia 
willing.  Schahriar  scrretMl  to  it ;  and  Sche* 
herazade,  resuming  ner  dincourse,  purmied 
it  in  tliis  manner : 

The  Story  qf  the  Fuhemuin. 

Sir — There  was  a  very  ancient  fisherman, 
so  poor,  that  lie  could  scarce  earn  enough 
to  maintain  himself,  his  fvife,  and  thrae 
children.  He  went  every  day  to  fish  betiniea 
in  a  imiming ;  and  imposed  it  as  a  Uw 
upon  himsell*,  not  to  cast  hia  nets  above 
fimr  tim(*s  a  day.  He  went  one  morning 
by  moonliglit,  and  coming  to  the  aea-aidey 
undressed  hiiivielf,  and  cast  in  his  nets. 
As  he  drew  them  towards  the  shore,  he 
found  them  very  heavv,  and  thoui^t  he 
had  a  good  drautrht  of  fish,  at  which  he 
rejoiced  within  himself;  but  in  a  moment 
after  perceivings,  tli.it,  instead  of  fish,  tliere 
was  nothing  in  his  nets  but  tlie  carcaaa  of 
an  ass,  he  was  much  vexed.  Schehera- 
zade Mtopped  here,  because  slie  saw  it  was 
dav. 

fiistrr,  sstvn  Dinarzade,  I  must  conftai, 
that  the  heerinning  of  the  Kt4)ry  charms  roe» 
and  I  ton*m'e  that  the  rt*sult  of  it  will  be 
vrry  sgni*al»k».  There  is  nothing  more 
siirtiriHing  than  the  stor>'  «)f  this  fisherman, 
n'lMietl  the  sultaness  ;  ami  vou  will  be  con- 
vinr<*tl  of  it  next  night,  if'^thc  sultan  wOl 
l»e  w»  erarioiis  as  to  k-t  me  live. — Schah- 
riar being  curi«Hif«  to  liear  the  miccesa  of 
such  an  extraonlinar}'  fishing,  would  not 
onler  SclielK*nizade  to  be  put  to  death  that 
day. 

NLVni  NIGIIT. 

Mt  dear  sister,  cried  Dinarzade.  next 
momini^  at  tlie  usual  liour,  if  you  be  not 
askrp,  I  pray  you  go  on  with  the  atory 
of  the  fiabennan;  I  am  ready  todietiU  1 
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hear  h.  I  am  willing  to  gi-m  you  that  ■• 
tii&ctioa,  sayi  the  miltaness :  but,  at  the 
wuot  lime  she  demanded  leave  of  the  aul- 
tan,  and  having- obtained  it,  began  ihe  sto- 
ry ag^aia  as  IoIEowb  : 

Sir,  when  the  fishennan,  vexed  to  huve 
made  such  a  aorry  drauf  ht,  had  mended 
hia  neu,  which  the  carcaaa  of  the  ass  had 
broken  m  Reveral  places,  he  threw  Ihera  in 
a  second  time;  and  when  he  drew  them, 
found  a  great  deal  of  resistance,  n-liich 
made  him  think  he  had  taken  abundance 
of  iuh :  but  he  found  nothing  except  t 
basket  full  of  gravel  and  slime,  which  f  riev 
ed  him  extremely.  O,  fortune  [  cries  he, 
with  a  lamentable  lone,  be  not  angry  with 
me,  nor  persecute  a  wretrh  who  prs}~s 
thee  to  spare  him.  I  came  hither  from  ro)- 
house  to  seek  for  my  livelihood,  and  thou 
pronounce«t  death  against  me.  I  hav< 
other  lra<1e  hut  ihix  to  subsist  by;  i 
notwithstanrling  all  tlie  grains  I  take,  1 

scarcely  provide  what  is  absolutely  ne 

•ary  for  my  family.  But  I  am  to  blame  to 
complain  of  thee ;  thou  lakest  pleasure  to 
persecute  honest  people,  and  to  leave 
great  men  in  ohscurity,  while  thou  sbom- 
est  favour  to  the  wicked,  and  advaneest 
thoae  who  have  no  virtue  to  recommend 
them. 

Having  finished  this  compbint,  he  threw 
tway  the  basket  in  a  fret,  and  WRshins  his 
nets  from  the  slime,  cast  them  the  third 
time;  but  brouffht  up  nothing,  except 
•tone,  shells,  and  mud.  Nobody  can  ex- 
press his  disorder;  he  was  almost  beside 
tiimselC  However,  when  day  began  to 
appear,  he  did  not  forget  to  say  his  pray- 
ers, like  a  eood  Mussulman,  and  afler- 
wards  added  Ibit  petition:  "Lord,  thou 
knowest  that  I  cast  my  neta  only  four 
times  a  day ;  I  have  already  drawn  them 
ttree  times,  without  the  least  reward  for 
m;  labour !  I  am  only  to  cast  them 
MiM  more;  I  pray  thee  to  render  the  aea 
■wnnrable  to  me,  aa  thou  didtt  to  Hoaca." 


The  fishennan  having  finUted  tiua  pnv- 
er,  cast  his  nets  tlK  iburth  time ;  and  WHB 
he  thou^t  it  was  time,  be  drew  tbem  aa 
fiirmerly.  with  great  difficidty ;  but  inat«>d 
of  fish,  found  nothing  in  them  but  a 


,  otaerved  that  it  was  shut  up  and  aealed 

with  lead,  having  the  impreaskHi  of  a  aeal 
upon  it  This  rejoiced  htm  :  I  will  acD  it, 
sa>-s  he,  to  the  (bunder,  and  with  the  mo 
ney  arising  from  the  produce,  buy  a  mea- 
sure of  com.  He  examined  tlte  veaael  on 
ail  sides,  and  shook  it,  lo  see  if  what  waa 
within  made  any  noise,  bul  heard  nothing. 
This  circumstance,  with  the  impreaaioaof 
the  seal  upon  the  Leaden  cot-er,  made  him 
tliink  there  was  somethine  predoua  in  it. 
To  try  this  he  took  a  knife,  and  opetted  it 
with  very  little  labour.  He  jveoently 
turned  the  rooulh  downward^  but  nothing 
came  out-  wluch  surprised  him  extreinely. 
He  set  it  before  him,  and  while  he  looked 
upon  it  attentively,  there  came  out  a  very 
tnick  smoke,  which  obliged  him  to  retire 
In'o  or  three  paces  from  it. 

The  smoke  ascended  to  the  clnuda,  and 
extending  itself  along  tlie  sea  and  upon  the 
shore,  formed  a  ereat  mist,  which,  we  may 
weU  unagine.  did  mightdy  astonish  the 
fisherman.  When  the  smoke  was  all  out 
of  the  vessel,  it  re-united  itself]  and  became 
a  solid  body,  of  which  there  waa  formed  a 
genie  twice  as  high  aa  the  freateat  of 
giants.  At  the  sight  of  a  monster  of  aucfa 
an  unsizeaUe  bulk,  the  fisherman  would 
fain  have  fled,  but  was  so  fnghiened  thai 
he  could  not  go  one  step. 

Sokunon,  cried  the  genie  immediately, 
Solomon,  the  great  prophet,  pardon,  par- 
don ;  I  will  never  more  oppose  your  will,  I 

will  obey  all  your  commands. 

Scheneraiwde,  perceiving  dny,  tnoke  off 
her  story. 
Upon  iriuch  DinarEade  aaid,  Dear  Bia> 
r,  nobody  can  keep  their  prtKoiK  bAler 
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than  you  hive  done  your*.    This  ston*  is  ' 
crruiniv  ixmre  Burj^ihintr  than  all  the  Tor-  ' 
met,     Si>ter,  rephtrs  the  rtultano^s,  there 
ftrr  more  wundertui  tliin^rM  >ft  to  conic,  if 
mr  lord  the  sultan  wilf  allow  nie  to  tell 
throi  to  you.    Schnhriar  had  tiM>  ^eat  a  | 
desire  to  lit-ar  out  iJie  ^tory  of  the  tinher-  ' 
many  to  deprive  liiniiielf  of  that  pleasure  ;  j 
and  tiiereibre  put  oil'  tiie  sultaneHii  s  death  : 
another  day. 


TENTH  NIGHT. 

DisTABZADC  ea..ed  her  sister  next  nisrhtt 
when  she  thou^s^ht  it  was  tinie,  and  prayed 
her  to  continue  the  Ktor>'  of  tlie  ti^hrrniun ; 
and  the  sultan  beiuir  also  inipittient  to 
know  wliat  concern  the  ^enitr  had  with  So- 
lomon, Sciieherazade  continued  her  story 
tlius: 

Sir,  the  fisherman,  when  he  heard  these 
words  of  tlie  ffe nie,  recovered  liis  counij^', 
and  said  to  him,  rniud  s|>irit,  what  is  it 
that  you  say?  It  is  above  eighteen  hun- 
dred years  since  tlie  prophet  Solomon 
dM,  and  we  are  now  at  the  eml  of  time. 
Trll  me  y<Hjr  history,  and  how  you  came 
to  be  shut  up  in  this  vessel. 

The  ^*nie,  tumin?  to  the  fisherman, 
with  a  fierce  (ook,  says,  you  must  speak  to 
«ie  with  more  civihty ;  tliou  art  verv  bold 
to  call  me  a  proud  spirit.  Ver>'  well,  re- 
plies the  fisherman,  shall  I  s|)eak  to  you 
with  more  civility,  anil  call  you  the  owl  of 
irood  luck  ?  I  say.  nnr^uirs  thf  et'nie, 
•peak  to  me  mc»n*  civilly  l)efi»rf  I  kill  llu-e. 
Ah  !  replii»s  the  tiitherman,  why  wouUI  you 
kill  me  ?  Did  not  I  just  now  avi  you  at  li- 
berty, and  liave  you  already  lorFottt-n  it  ? 
Ye*,  I  rpmemU'r  it,  says  the  erenie,  Imt 
that  shall  m^t  hinder  me  from  killing  thee : 
I  have  only  on«»  !av<»ur  ti»  irmnt  th«»e.  And 
what  is  that?  says  the  fi*ihf*rman.  It  is, 
amwera  the  reni«\  to  eive  thei»  thv  choice, 
in  what  manner  tlMui  wouklst  nave  me 
take  thv  lift*.  But  when*in  have  1  offend- 
ed you?  rppli**?*  tin*  fishemian.  Is  that 
your  rrwaro  for  the  ^kmI  ser\*ices  I  have 
done  rou  ?  I  cannot  treat  you  otherwise, 
aayt  ihr  eenie;  and  tliat  you  may  be  con- 
vinced of' it,  liearken  to  my  story. 

1  am  ime  of  thow*  rebellicnis  spirits  that 
ffppnufd  the  will  of  Heaven :  all  the  otlwr 
irrnii  own«*i!  S4omon,  the  CT«*at  pr«>i»liet, 
and  auhmitted  to  him.  Sacar  and  I  were 
tlie  only  frnii  that  ^ihiIiI  never  be  cuiltv 
of  a  mean  thinir :  and,  to  aven^  himscir, 
that  crreat  monarch  sent  Asaph,  tlie  mm  of 
Barakhia,  his  chief  minister,  to  apprehend 
me.  That  was  acconlindy  done.  Asaph 
artzed  my  person^  and  brou|fht  me  by  force 
More  ha  master  s  throne. 

BoloiDOD,  the  son  of  David,  commanded 
m^U>  quit  my  way  of  liTinf ,  to  acknow- 
Mfi  Im  power,  and  to  aubniit  n  jaelf  to 


his  command ;  !  bravely  n*fu8ed  to  obey, 
ami  told  him,  1  would  rather  expose  ray* 
tM'lf  to  Ills  resentment,  than  swear  Itialty, 
and  suhniit  to  him,  as  he  rc()uired.  To 
punish  me,  lie  shut  me  up  in  tliis  copper 
vessel ;  and  to  make  ^ure  of  me,  tliat  I 
should  not  break  primui,  he  himsi'lf  8tuni|>- 
ed  upon  this  leaden  cover  his  seal,  with 
the  ^n*at  name  of  (iihI  engraved  upon  iU 
Then  he  pave  the  vessel  to  one  of  tlie  jc- 
nii  who  suUnittcd  to  him.  witli  orders  to 
throw  me  into  the  sea,  which  was  execu- 
ted to  my  j!orn»w. 

Durint:  tht*  tirst  hundn>d  years  imprison- 
ment,  I  f^wore  that  if  any  one  would  deli- 
ver me  iK-ton-  th<*  hundreil  years  expired, 
1  would  make  him  rich,  even  al\er  his 
death  :  hut  that  century  nin  out,  and  no- 
Uuly  did  me  that  ^nmI  ofiice.  Durin|r  tiie 
second,  I  made  an  oath,  that  I  would  open 
all  the  treasures  of  th<*  earth  (o  any  one 
that  should  set  me  at  liU'rtv  ;  hut  witli  no 
better  succrss.  In  the  thin],  I  promised  to 
make  my  deliveriT  a  |)otent  monarch,  to 
l)e  always  near  him  in  spirit,  and  to  (grant 
him  every  day  thn'e  n'fjuests.  of  what  na- 
ture soever  tliey  micrht  b«» :  t»ut  this  cen- 
turv  ran  out  as  well  as  the  two  fiirmert 
and  I  continued  in  prison.  At  last,  bein|^ 
anery,  or  rather  mad,  tofiml  mysi>If  a  pn- 
stmer  so  Umff^  I  swore,  that  if  aHerwards 
any  one  should  deliver  me,  I  would  kill 
him  without  mercy,  and  grant  him  no 
othfT  favour  but  to  choose  what  kind  of 
«leath  he  w(»uld  die  ;  and,  then»lc»re,  since 
you  have  dt-livered  me  ti>-day,  I  g-ivc  you 
that  choice. 

This  ilii^cotirse  afflicted  the  poor  fisher^ 
man  fxtnmely;  I  am  very  unfortunate, 
cries  he,  to  come  hither  to  flo  such  a  piece 
of  crood  wrvire  to  one  that  is  so  ungrate- 
ful. 1  bee  you  to  consider  your  injustice,- 
and  revoke  such  an  unreas(mal>le  oath: 
pfirdon  me,  and  heavfii  will  pardon  you  ; 
if  you  errant  me  my  life,  heaven  will  pro- 
tect you  fmm  all  attempts  aerainst  voura. 
No,  thy  death  is  n's«>lved  on,  says  the  ffe- 
nie,  only  cho<iS4»  how  you  will  die.  The 
fisherman,  |xrrceivin<r  the  irrnie  to  be  re» 
solute,  was  extrfuwly  irri<*ved,  not  ao 
much  for  himself,  as  lor  his  three  chiklren ; 
antl  bewaik*d  tlH'  miK«-r>'  they  must  be  re- 
duces! to  by  his  death.  He  endeavoured 
still  to  appease  the  irenie,  and  8a}'s,  Aiaa  f 
be  pleaw«]  to  take  |Hty  on  me,  in  conaider^ 
atjcm  of  th«*  eood  ser^'ice  I  have  done  yoiu 
I  have  told  thee  already,  replies  the  genie, 
it  is  f<>r  that  very  reason  I  must  kill  thee. 
That  is  very  strancr,  says  the  fiaherroaii| 
are  you  n'solved  to  reward  irood  with  eril  f 
The  pn»verb  says,  "  That  he  who  does 
e«Mkl  to  one  wIh)  deserves  it  not,  is  amrara 
ill  rewanled.**  I  must  confess,  I  thougnt 
it  vnjt  false;  for  in  eflft^t  there  can  oe  no- 
thing more  contrary  to  reason,  or  the  laws 
of  aoeiety.    Ncverthdtit,  I  fiad  noir  li|r 
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cruel  experienrc,  Diat  it  is  but  too  true,  i  sel,  which  it  continued  to  do  successivelj 


Do  not  loHe  time,  repties  tlie  genie ;  ail  thy 
teBBomng  shall  not  divert  nie  from  mv 
fNirpose:  make  haste  and  tell  me  which 
way  you  choose  to  die. 

Necessicy  is  the  mother  of  invention. 
The  fisherman  bethought  himself  of  a  stra- 
Ugenu  Since  1  must  die,  then,  says  he  to 
the  genie,  I  submit  to  the  will  of  heaven: 


by  a  slow  and  equal  motion,  after  a  smooth 
and  exact  way,  till  nothing  was  left  out ; 
and  immediately,  a  voice  came  forth, 
which  said  to  the  fisherman,  Well,  now, 
incredulous  fellow,  1  am  all  in  the  vesael,  do 
notvou  believe  me  now. 

The  fisherman,  instead  of  answering  the 
genie,  took  tlie  cover  of  lead,  and  having^ 


but  before  f  choose  the  manner  of  death,  I  speedilj^  shut  the  vessel,  Genie,  cries  he^ 

conjure  you  by  the  great  name  which  was  now  it  is  your  turn  to  beg  my  favour,  and 

en^raveft  upon  tlie  seal  of  the  prophet  to  choose  which  way  1  shall  put  you  ta 

Solomon,  the  son  of  David,  to  answer  me  death ;  but  not  so,  it  is  better  that  I  cmouJd 

tivjv  the  question  1  am  goin^  to  ask  vou.  tlirow  you  into  the  sea,  whence  I  took  you : 

The  genie  finding  himselt  obligea  to  a  and  tlicn  1  will  build  a  house  upon  tlie 

positive  answer  by  this  abjuration,  trem-  bank,  where  I  will  dwell,  to  give  notice 

ued;  and  replied  to  the  fisherman,  Ask  to  all  fishermen  who  come  to  throw  in  their 

what  tiiou  wilt,  but  make  haste.    Day  ap-  nets,  to  beware  of  such  a  wicked  genie  as 

pearing,  Scheherazaiie  held  her  peace.  ttiou  art,  who  hast  made  an  oath  to  kill 

Sister,  says  Dinarzade,  it  must  be  own-  him  tliat  shall  set  thee  at  liberty. 

«d  that  the  more  ^ou  speak,  tlie  more  you  The  fenie,  enraged  at  those  expressiona. 

surprise  and  satisfy.    I  hope  our  lord,  the  did  all  ne  could  to  get  out  of  the  vessel 

sultan,  will  not  order  you  to  be  put  to  again ;  but  it  was  not  possible  for  him  to 

death,  till  he  hears  out  the  fine  story  of  doit;  ibr  the  impression  of  Solomon's  seal 

the  fisherman.    The  sultan  is  absolute,  re-  prevented  him.    So  perceiving  that  the 

plies  Scheherazade,  we  must  submit  to  his  fisherman  had  got  the  advanta^  of  hira, 

will  in  every  thing.    But  Schahriar  being  he  thought  fit  to   dissemble  his  anger; 

as  willing  as  Dinarzade  to  hear  an  end  of  Fisherman,  said  he,  in  a  pleasant  tone, 

the  story,  did  again  put  ofi*  tlie  execution  take  heed  you  do  not  do  what  you  sav,  for 

of  the  sultaness.  what  1  spoke  to  you  before  was  only  by 

WHy  of  jest,  and  you  are  to  take  it  no 

otoerwise.  O,  genie !  replies  the  fisherman, 

ELEVENTH  NIGHT.  tliou  who  wast  but  a  moment  ago  the 

a                      J  .1        •          » •  greatest  of  all  genie,  and  now  art  the  least 

ScHAHaiAB,  and  the  princess  his  spouse,  of  them,  thy  crafty  discourse  will  signify 

nassed  this  night  m  the  same  manner  as  nothing  to  thee,  but  to  the  sea  thou  shaft 

tiicy  had  done  the  former;   and  before  return.    If  thou  hast  staid  there  ah^ady  so 

break  of  day,    Dinarzade  awaked  them  jon^  as  thou  hast  told  me,  thou  mayst  very 

with  tliese  words,  addressed  to  the  sultan-  ^eU  stay  there  tiU  the  day  of  judgment   1 

ess :  I  pray  you,  sister,  to  resume  the  story  y^g^d  of  thee  in  God's  name,  not  to  take 

of  the  fisherman.    With  all  my  heart,  said  away  my  life,  and  thou  didst  reject  my 

Scheherazade,  I  am  willing  to  satisfy  you,  payers ;  1  am  obliged  to  treat  thee  in  the 

with  the  sultan's  permission.  J^i^e  manner 

The  genie,  continued  she,  having  pro-  The  genie 'omitted  nothing  that  could 


Sr  Uie  name  of  the  great  Cxodf  Yes,  re-  ^wn  content.    Thou  art  a  mere  traitor, 

led  the  genie,  1  do  swear  by  that  great  ^^^^^  ^^e  fisherman;  I  should  deserve  to 

oame  that  I  was,  and  it  is  a  certam  truth,  i^  ^y  jife  jf  j  ^^e  such  a  fool  as  to  trust 

In  good  faith,  answered  the  fisherman,  1  ^hee ;  thou  wilt  not  foil  to  treat  me  in  the 

cannot  believe  you;  the  vessel  is  not  ca-  g^me  manner  as  a  certain  Grecian  kinff 

imbleofhddingoneofyourfcet,  andhow  treated  the  physician  Douban.    It  Sa 

should  It  be  possible  that  your  whole  body  ^^     i  ^ave  a  mind  to  teU  thee,  therefoie 

oould  lie  m  It  r    I  swear  to  thee,  notwith-  )igten  to  it. 

standing,  replied  the  genie,  that  1  was  ,,«     «.         ^  *l    ^     •      v          j  sv 

there  just  as  you  see  me  here:   Isitpossi-  2 V  Atory  ^  lA^  t^ecian  ami^  oiid  tte 

ble,  tliat  thou  dost  not  believe  me  after  this  Phytman  Douhaiu 

neat  oath  that  I  have  taken  ?    Truly,  not  There  was  in  the  country  of  ZouroaOp  m 

I,  saui  the  fisherman;  nor  will  I  believe  Persia,  a  king,  whose  subjects  were  onri- 

jNNi.  unless  jou  diow  it  me.  nally  Greeks.    This  king  was  all  over  le- 

Upon  which  the  bodv  of  the  genie  was  prous,  and  his  phjrsicians  in  vain  endea 

dissolved,  and  changed  itself  into  smoke,  voured  his  cure ;  and  when  they  were  at 

extending  itself  as  formerly  upon  the  sea  their  wits  end  what  to  prescribe  to  him^  a 

mad  shore :  and  then  at  last  being  father-  very  able  ph3rsician,  called  Douban,  arri 

ad  ioge^ier>  it  began  to  re-enter  ue  ves-  ve«  at  his  court 
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Thw  idtjnciut  had  leomei]  liia  acieoce 
in  Urcek,  reraian,  Turkioli,  Arubian.  Lb- 
tin,  Syriac,  aod  Hebrew  bixikti;  aiul  be- 
sidca  that,  lie  vraa  an  exp«n  pliiloBoptier, 
■ud  fully  uDiteratoud  llie  gmxl  aud  bad 
quaLtiea  uf  aii  aorU  of  plaiiU  and  drugs. 
Aj  HMD  as  lie  waa  iiii()riii(!d  of  tlie  king** 
diaUmper,  and  uadeniood  ibat  bis  pbysi* 
ciana  Ind  given  him  over,  lie  dad  tiiniseir 
in  the  beet  habiu  he  could  procure,  and 
fimnd  meaiu  lo  present  hini«ell'  to  tlie 
kinr.  Sir,  aays  he,  I  know  that  all  your 
ma^gty's  physicians  have  nut  been  able 
lo  cure  you  Mtlie  leproiy ;  but  if  you  will 
do  mc  the  liunoui  to  accept  my  servico,  I 
tnlletk^g«  iiiyiioirtucure  you  without  po- 
liotM,  or  esietnal  applicationa. 

TIh:  kiue  luitened  tii  wbal  he  aaid,  and 
■nawered,  If  you  be  able  to  perfurm  wliat 
you  ia  promise,  I  ivill  enrich  yuu  and  your 
posterity ;  and  beaides  the  prc^'nla  I  shall 
make  yuu,  you  shall  be' my  cidtfravfii 

Du  yiM  assure  rae,  tlicn,  that  vou  will 

nie  of  my  leprosy,  without  mailing  me  take 
mnj  potion,  or  applying  anv  external  inedi- 
einef  Yea,  sir,  repliii  the  physician;  I 
pnMnise  myseirsucc<u<8,  throi^h  God's  aa- 
■Mt|«ace,  aiid  to-mormw  1  wdl  make  trial 
oTic 

The  phyacian  returned  to  his  quartere, 
and  lUMe  a  maUet,  hoUow  within,  and  at 
the  handle  be  put  b  his  drugs:  he  made 
also  a  baB  in  auch  ■  mauner  as  suited  his 
purpatu,  with  whicti,  next  mornin?,  he 
weat  to  pnaeni  himsi'lf  befiire  the  lung, 
and  bKac  down  at  liis  Teet,  kiaaed  the 
cnNUkl.  Bera  Scheherazade,  perceiving 
oar.  acqaainted  the  aultan  with  it,  ana 
heU  her  peace. 
I  wonder,  aisler,  says  Dinarzade,  where 

aleam  so  many  fine  Ihinga.  You  ahal 
a  neat  matyr  othen  to-nvorraw,  re- 
■liM  BcMbennde,  if  (be  siihan,  m^  mat- 
Mr,  irin  be  nfeaKd  to  prolotif  my  Lfe  w^ 
ttv.  li  haliiiai.  who  longed  u  much  WM 
'^ ^'  1*  hitf  ths  Kqiiel  orthe  atorr 


le  pliysician,  did  not  order 
u  be  put  lu  death  that  day. 


nVELFTll  NIGHT. 

Thb  twellUi  niirht  was  fiir  advanced, 
wlien  Dinarsade  called,  and  says,  aiaterj 
you  owe  us  llic  continuation  of  the  agreea- 
ble history  of  the  Grecian  king  and  the 
physician  Douban.  I  am  very  willinf  to 
pay  my  debt,  n-plied  Schelieruiade,  and 
reBuraed  the  story  as  follow* : 

Sir,  the  fisliermHii,  npi-akin^  alwajs  to 
the  ^iiic,  whom  he  krnt  sliul  up  in  the 
The  phygii  '      " 


d  al^er  a  prulbund   revc- 

says  lo  lite  kinr,  Ite  Judged  it  meet 

'      Id  la '  -  ■ 


that  hia  majesty  sliould  lake  horse,  and  en 
to  the  place  where  he  used  to  play  at  maO.* 
The  king  did  so,  and  when  he  arrived 
there,  (he  physicisD  came  to  him  with  the 
maH,  and  says  to  him.  Sir,  exercise  ynur- 
self  with  this  mall,  and  BtriVe  the  ball  with 
it  until  you  find  your  hands  and  your  body 
in  a  sweat  When  the  medicine  I  have 
put  up  in  the  handle  of  the  mall,  is  hented 
with  your  hand,  it  will  penetrate  your 
whole  body ;  and  aa  aoun  '    " 


■hen 


,t.  you  may  leave  olf  (he  exercise,  for 
the  medicine  will  have  had  its  elkct 


lace,  goinl , , 

to  he  well  washed  and  rubbed ;  tlien  go  to 
bed,  und  wlien  you  rise  to-morrow  you 
will  find  rourself  cured. 

Til.'  kin^  took  ttie  mall,  and  struck  the 
hall,  irfaich  was  relumed  by  his  officer* 
iliat  played  with  him ;  he  struck  it  again, 
and  played  so  kin^,  that  his  hand  and  hia 
whole  bodr  were  m  a  sweat,  and  then  the 
medicine  shut  up  in  the  handle  of  the  maD 
had  ita  operation,  as  the  phyaiuan  aaid 
Upon  thiB  the  king  left  off  play,  retorned 

■  niaiaBSlipliysdsi 
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to  hia  (wlaee,  entend  tb«  bath,  and  ob- 1 
aerved  venr  exactly  what  his  phyncian  ' 
lud  prescnbed  him.  j 

Hewwverj  well  after  it,  andncxt  morn- 1 
iag,  wlien  he  arow,  he  perceived,  wiih  ' 


equal  wooder  aiid  mri  that  tiia  leprosy  ^ 
■      ~d  hiabodTudean  aaif  hehaa 
n  attacked  with  that  distemper. 


to  him ;  in  ahort,  the  prince,  thinking  fl)»t 
he  could  never  cDouxh  aclutowledn  the 
obligatioDs  be  lav  under  to  that  able  phf- 
ncian,  bestowed  ever]r  dav  new  bvoon 
upon  him.    But  tbia  kmg  nad  a  craad  vi- 


eured,  and  hiab> 


elavu 
I,  bestowed  r 
him.    Buttbii 
er,  who  was  avariuoua,  enviouL  and  : 

-  "        -  >■-    ••    •<  ---^  jf  miachieE 


Aaaoonaahe  waa  dreaaed,  he  came  

the  hall  of  audiowe,  where  he  ascended 
hia  throne,  and  showed  himaelf  tn  his 
oourtiera,  who,  eager  to  know  the  tiijcre.s> 
of  the  new  medicine,  came  thither  betirnrs ; 
and,  when  thejr  aaw  the  kin^  pertVcilv 
cured,  did  all  e^ma  great  joy.  The 
phjrwcian  Douban  entered  the  hail,  and 
bowed  himaelf  before  the  throne,  with  his 
&ce  to  the  eround.  The  king,  pcrtxiving 
him,  called  him,  made  him  nt  aown  liy  hj<i 
■de,  sbow«d  him  to  the  asaemhiy,' anil 
gave  him  all  the  commendation  hp  !]■■- 


aays  Dinaraade,  I  know  not  what  the  cnn- 
duaion  oT  this  atorr  will  be,  but  I  find  the 
beginning  admirable.'  That  whirh  \n  io 
come  ia  yet  better,  answered  the  sulianfss  ^ 
aiul  I  am  certain  you  wilt  not  dciiv  ii,  il 
the  aultan  givea  me  leave  to  make  an  end 
oTit  to-monow  night  Schahriar  consent- 
ed, and  rose  very  well  aatiafied  witli  what 
he  had  heard. 

THIRTEEPTTH  HIGHT. 


turatly  capable  of  all  aortof  m  

could  not  aee,  without  envy,  the  pKKOta 
that  were  given  to  the  phyaician,  whooe 
other  mcriiH  had  already  began  to  make 
him  jealous^  and  therefore  he  rcaolved  to 
lemen  htm  m  the  kins'a  esteem.  To  efieet 
thiB,  he  went  to  the  king,  and  tM  him  in 
private,  that  he  had  some  advice  to  gtwe 
him,  which  woa  of  the  greatest  concern. 
The  king  having  aeked  what  it  wna. 
Sir,  aaid  be,  it  ia  very  dangerouafbranxv- 
narch  to  put  confidence  in  a  man  whose 


,  DwiauDE,  wining  to  keep  the  sultan 
m  ignnanoe  of  her  dengn,  cried  out  aa  if 
^  had  alarted  out  of  her  sleep !  0,  dear 
■Bter,  I  have  had  a  troubleaome  dream, 
and  nothing  wiO  aooner  make  me  forget  ii 
than  the  remainder  oTthe  story  of  the  C  n- 
einn  king  and  doctor  Douban.  I  conjure 
you  b^  the  kire  you  alwaya  bore  me,  not 
to  defer  it  a  nMuent  bnger.  I  ahall  not 
Sul,  good  sister,  to  eaae  your  mind:  and  if 
mv  sovereign  will  permit  nx^  I  wfll  go  on, 
Sohahriar,  heing  ehanned  with  the  agree- 
able manner  of  Scbeherazade'e  telling  her 

^,a,iM    ■am  in  kA#    Va..  .w4I1  aU;.>«  ,^^  ^^ 


'& 


The  Grecian  king,  aaya  the  fishei 

the  ^eme,  was  not  satisfied  with  having 
■dnutted  the  phyakasn  Doubu  to  ha  u- 
Me>but  towards  ni^t,  when  he  was  about 
psmssing  the  company,  he  eauaeil  him  to 
be  elad  m  a  kmg  rich  robe,  like  thoge 
mnch  his  &vountes  usually  wore  in  his 
msamet  and  besides  that  he  ordered  him 
cm  Ihouaand  sequmL  The  next  day  and 
the  day  fbUowing,  he  continued  Ua  favour 

•TWi  mraiactiMiaBotUlbt  la«  Fnaeh 


favours  upon  the  physicii , 

show  him  all  the  Rimiliarity  that  nuiybe 
your  majesty  does  not  know  but  he  maybe 
a  traitor,  and  come  on  purpose  to  this  couit 
to  kill  you.  From  whom  have  you  thia^ 
answered  the  king,  that  you  date  to  tell  it 
me?  Consider  to  whom  you  speak,  and 
that  you  advance  a  thing  which  I  ahaS  not 
easily  believe.  Sir,  replied  the  viaier,  I  am 
very  well  inrormed  of  what  I  have  had  the 
honour  to  represent  to  your  majesty;  there- 
fore do  not  let  your  dangerous  confidenee 
rw  to  a  larther  height  j  if  your  n: " " "" 
asleep,  be  pleased  to  awake 
once  more  repeal  it,  that  the  j^incinn 
Douban  did  not  leave  the  heart  lA  Qreece, 
his  native  country,  nor  come  here  to 
settle  himself  at  j'our  court,  but  to  exeente 
that  horrible  design  which  I  hare  just  now 
hinted  to  you. 

Nn,  DO.  vizier,  replies  the  king;  I  nm 
certsm  that  this  man,  whom  you  treat  as 
a  villain,  and  a  tnJtor,  is  one  of  the  best 
and  most  virtuous  men  in  the  world,  and 
there  ia  no  man  I  love  wo  much.  You  know 
by  what  medicine,  or  rather  by  what  an^ 
racle,  he  cured  me  of  my  leproay ;  if  be 
bad  a  design  upon  my  ufe,  why  did  be 
save  me  f  He  needed  onlv  have  left  me  to 
my  diseaae;  1  could  not  have  escaped  it, 
my  life  was  aheady  half  gone.  Forbear. 
then,  to  fill  me  with  unjust  euspJMMM :  in 
stead  of  listening  to  you,  1  tdl  you,  tba 
from  this  daj  forwardi  will  give  that  gm 
man  a  pension  of  a  thnusaiM  sequma  pn 
month  lor  his  liffe ;  nay,  though  1  wm  ta 
share  with  him  bU  my  richea  end  donti. 
niona,  I  should  itever  pay  him  etiongh  foi 
what  he  has  done  for  me :  I  peirseive  it  ta 
he  his  virtue  which  raiaea  your  envy  i  but 
do  not  tlunk  that  I  wiU  be  unJoMypae- 
seased  irith  prehidiee  against  hira.  I  re- 
member too  well  what  a  Timer  atid  to 
king  Sinbad,  his  master,  to  presoit  hia 
pnrangtodeaththei)riiMe,hiaMHL  Bvt, 
rir,  nya  SchdNfwtaoe,  day  li|jil  apiM 
which  flnbida  me  to  gs  u^  ftirttaer. 


A&ABIAN  NIGHTS'  KNTBRTAINMSNTS. 


I  am  tcnwell  pleucd  that  the  Grecian 
Vagt  Mfs  Dinanade,  had  m  much  Gniv- 


, , I*  much  condemn  hit  vcak- 

Maa  ttMDorrow,  if  the  ouhan  be  pleaaed  to 
alowinetimetofiiiiah  thit  al(»T.  Themil- 
Ma,  bdn(  eurioua  to  hear  wherein  the  G  re- 
oaa  idbc  dtaeovered  his  weakncM,  did 
luriher  dchy  the  death  oT  the  auhaneat. 


FOURTEENTH  MQHT. 

An  hoar  heiore  day,  Dinarzade  awaked 
ker  Mter,  and  safs  to  her,  Yau  will  cer- 
tainly be  aa  goad  u  your  word,  madam, 
and  finiah  the  atory  of  the  Sshennan ;  to 
aMitt  your  tnemoryi  '  will  tell  you  where 
TOu  Idk  off:  it  waa  where  the  Grecian 
Uaf  maiUaiaed  the  innocence  ofhis  phyn- 
dnn  Douban  aninat  hit  viiier.  I  remem- 
ber ili  mjt  Sdieherasade,  and  am  readj 
tojm  70U  aalia&ction. 

Sr,  coBtinuea  ahe,  addteaainr  herselrta 
Sebanriar,  what  the  Grecian  kinf  aaid 
about  long  Knbad  raiaed  the  vizier^  curi- 
Mi(r,  who  a*r*  to  him,  nr,  I  pray  your 
■HJeatT  to  pardon  me,  if  1  have  the  bold- 
■MB  to  aak  what  the  vizier  orkinjr  3inbad 
aaid  to  hit  maater  to  divert  him  from  cut- 
tnv  off  the  prince,  hia  aon.  The  Grecian 
kmc  had  the  complaisance  to  satisfy  him : 
That  vixier,  aaya  he,  alter  havin^r  repre- 
auited  to  kin^;  Sinbad,  that  he  ought  to 
beware,  le*t  on  the  accusation  of  a  mother- 
in-law,  he  should  commit  an  action  which 
be  mi|^  a&TwanU  repent  o^  told  him 
tUi  story. 


T%t  Storf  ^  the  HwUnd  md  the  PmrM. 

A  Mrtun  man  had  a  beautiful  wife, 
iriMM  Itf  loved  so  deariy,  that  he  could 
MareeaDMrhertobeoutofhiinrht.  One 
dv  beuc  oblifed  to  fo  abroad,  about  ur- 
■att  afiuia,  he  came  to  a  place  where  all 
Boett  of  faifaa  were  sold,  and  tltere  bought 
■  paxtot  which  not  only  spoke  vep'  well, 
but  aaijd  alao  give  an  account  of  every 
dtiX  that  was  £>ne  before  it.  He  brought 
U  in  a  ease  to  hia  house,  desired  his  wife 
to  put  it  in  his  chamber,  and  to  take  care 
flf  d  dniinc  a  ioumey  he  was  obliged  to 
oDdettafce;  and  then  went  out 

At  Ino  return,  he  took  care  to  ask  the 
iMjnM  BMefming  what  had  paned  in  bis 
abacaee,  aad  the  bird  told  him  things  tl^t 

ee  Im  oecarion  to  uplnvid  his  wife. 
dMNChtaome  of  her  daves  had  be- 
tnycd  her.  but  aU  of  them  awore  they  had 
been  UtUiil  10  hert  and  they  all  agreed 
l^t  it  nast  Inve  been  the  parrot  that  had 

Upon  dM,  tbe  wife  bethought  heradfoT 
a  war  hswiba  ni^t  mnore  (wT  husband's 


jealouay,  and  at  the  tame  time  rerenfe 
herselr  on  the  parrot,  vriiich  riw  eflected 
thus:  her  husband  beinf  (one  another 
Journey,  she  commanded  a  slave  in  tbe 
night-time  to  turn  a  hand-mill  under  the 
paiTOt's  cage;  ahe  ordered  another  to 
throw  water,  in  fonn  of  rain,  over  tbe 
cage;  and  a  ttdtd  to  take  a  )oMiiu>-g)aai, 
and  turn  it  to  the  right  and  to  the  left  belbn 
the  parrot  by  candle-light.  The  alavea  spent 
great  part  of  the  night  in  dofngwhat  their 
mistresi  commanded  them,  and  acquitted 
themselves  very  dezterou^. 

Next  night  the  huahana  returned,  and 
examinedOie  parrot  again  about  what  had 
psitaed  during  hia  absence.  The  bird  an 
awered,  Good  master,  the  lightning,  Ihut. 
dfcr,  and  rain,  did  so  mud)  disturo  roe  al 
night,  that  I  cannot  teS  how  much  I  sut 
feredbyiL  The  huaband,  who  knew  that 
there  had  been  neither  thunder,  Hghl- 
ninf ,  nor  rain,  that  night,  bncied  that  tbe 
parrot,  not  having  Uld  luro  the  truth  in 
this,  might  also  tuve  tied  to  him  in  ttte 
other ;  upon  which  he  took  it  out  of  tte 
cage,  and  direw  it  irilh  so  much  force  to  dn 
ground  that  he  kiDed  it.  Yet,  afterwards^ 
he  understood  by  hia  nmghboura,  that  tbe 
poor  parrot  had  not  lied  to  him,  when  it 
gave  tiim  an  account  of  hia  wife's  bale 
conduct,  which  made  him  repent  lie  had 
killed  it.  Scheheraude  stopped  here,  be- 
cause she  saw  it  was  day. 

Ail  that  you  tell  us,  sister,  says  Dinar- 
ude,  is  90  curious,  that  nothink  can  be 
more  agreeable.  I  shall  be  wilimg  lo  di- 
vert you,  answers  Scheheratade,  if  the 
sultan,  my  master,  will  allow  me  time  to 
do  it.  Schahriar,  who  took  aa  much  plea- 
sure to  hear  the  sultaness,  as  Dinarxade, 
roae  and  went  about  his  afbira,  without 
orderiiv  the  vizier  to  cut  her  oB. 

FIFTEENTH  NIQHT. 

DiKiauna  was  punctual  this  night,  aa 
ahe  had  been  the  former,  lo  awaken  her  ' 
sister,  and  befged  of  her,  as  usual,  to  ten 
her  a  story.  I  am  ginng  to  do  it,  aiater, 
says  Schetieraiade ;  but  the  suhan  iMer^ 
nipted  her,  for  fear  she  should  be^'n  a  new 
story,  and  bid  her  finiah  the  diseouree  be- 
tween the  Grecian  king  and  his  virier 
about  his  physician  Douban.  Sir,  saya 
Scheherazade,  I  will  obey  you;  ana  went 
on  with  the  story,  as  fellows: 

When  the  Grewan  kine,  says  Ae  Ibher 
man  to  the  genie,  had  finiahctf  Itic  etorr  d 
the  parrot  j  and  you,  vizier,  addsbe,  lie- 
cause  of  the  hatred  ynu  hear  to  the  phy- 
sician Douban,  who  never  did  y(w  m 
hurt,  you  would  have  me  cut  him  off;  but 
I  w3l  take  eare  of  that,  Ibr  fear  T  abonU 
repent  it,  as  Ibe  busbai^  did  Aa  kOiv  of 


ARABIAN  NIGHTS'  ENTTRRTAINME^S. 


Tbe  mitchievous  vizier  was  too  much 
ooDceraed  to  effect  the  ruin  cf  the  physi- 
cian Douban  to  stop  here,    bir,  says  he, 
the  death  of  the  j>arrot  whb  but  a  trifle, 
and.  I  believe,  his  master  did  not  mourn 
fi>r  nim  long ;  but  why  should  your  fenr  of 
wronging  an  innocent  man,  hinder  your 
putting  Uiis  physician  to  death  ?    Is  it  not 
enougn  to  authorize  you  to  take  away  his 
life,  that  he  is  accused  of  a  design  against 
your  life?    Whcn^the  business  in  question 
IS  to  secure  the  life  of  a  kinj°^,  bare  suspi- 
cion ought  to  pass  for  certamty ;  and  it  is 
better  to  sacrifice  the  innocent  than  to 
spare  the  guilty.    But,  sir,  this  is  not  an 
uncertainty;   the  physician  Douhan  has 
certainly  a  mind  to  assassinate  you.    It  is 
oot  envy  which  makes  me  his  enemy ;  it 
is  only  my  zeal,  and  the  concern  I  nave 
for  preserving  your  majesty's  life,  that 
makes  me  give  you  my  advice  in  a  mat- 
ter of  this  importance.    If  it  be  false,  I  de- 
serve to  be  punished  in  tlie  same  manner 
aa  a  vizier  was  formerly  punished.    What 
had  the  vizier  done,  says  the  Grecian  king, 
to  deserve    punishment?     I  wiO  inform 
your  majesty  of  that,  says  the  vizier,  if 
you  win  De  pleased  to  hear  me. 


Tke  Story  of  the  Fixier  that  watjmmihed. 

There  was  a  king,  says  the  vizier,  who 
had  a  son  that  loved  hunting.  He  allowed 
liim  to  divert  himself  that  way  very  oflen ; 

hut  gave  orders  to  his  grand  vizier  to  at-    ,     ^_._ 

tend  him  constantly,  and  never  to  lose  I  for  another  5ay. 
sight  of  him. 

One  hunting-day,  tlic  huntsman  having 
roused  a  deer,  the  prince,  who  thought  the 
vizier  folbwed  him,  pursued  the  game  so 
far,  anrl  with  so  much  earnestness,  that  he 
was  lefl  quite  alone.  He  stopped,  and 
finding  he  had  lost  his  way,  endeavoured 
to  return  the  same  way  he  came,  to  find 
out  the  vizier,  who  had  not  been  careful 
enough  to  follow  him,  and  so  wandered 
fartlwr. 

Whilst  he  rode  up  and  down,  without 
Veepinn:  any  road,  he  met  by  the  way-side 
a  handsome  lady,  who  wept  bitterly.  He 
stopped  his  horse,  asked  who  she  was, 
how  she  came  to  be  alone  in  that  place, 
and  what  she  wanted.  I  am,  sa}*s  she, 
daughter  to  an  Indian  king.  As  I  was  ta- 
king Uie  air  on  horseback,  in  the  country, 
I  grew  sleepy,  fell  from  my  horse,  who  Is 
nin  away,  and  I  know  not  what  is  become 
ofhim.  The  young  prince  taking  com- 
passion on  her,  asked  her  to  get  up  oehind 
him,  which  she  wiltin?ly  accepted. 

As  ihcy  paraed  bv  the  niins  of  a  house, 
the  lady  signified  a  desire  to  alight  on  some 
occa^m.  The  prince,  stopped,  and  stiP- 
ferrd  her  to  alight ;  tlien  he  nli?hted  him- 
seU;  and  went  near  the  ruins  with  his 
horse  in  his  hand.  But  you  may  judge 
ix>w  much  he  was  surprised,  when  he 


heard  the  lady  within  say^  tb^se  wovdft: 
"  Be  glad,  my  children,  I  bring  tou  a  hand- 
some young  man,  and  very  ikt  ;'*  and  other 
voices,  wliich  answere*!  immediatdy, 
"Mamma,  where  is  he,  that  we  may  eat 
him  presently,  for  we  am  very  hungry!" 

The  prince  hcanl  enough  to  convinee 
him  of  his  danger,  and  then  he  perceived 
that  the  lady  who  called  herself  daughter 
to  an  Indian  king,  was  an  Ogress,  wife  to 
one  of  tho8(^  savage  demons,  called  Ogres, 
who  live  in  remote  places,  and  make  use 
of  a  thousand  wiles  to  surprise  and  devour 
passengers ;  so  that  the  pnnce  being  fright- 
ened, mounted  his  horse  as  soon  as  he 
could. 

The  pretended  princess  appeared  that 
very  moment, and perceivingshe  had  miss- 
ed her  prey,  she  cries.  Fear  nothing. 
Frince :  who  are  you  ?  whom  do  you  seek  f 
have  k)6t  my  way,  replies  he,  and  am 
seekinjg:  it.  If  you  have  k>st  your  way, 
says  she,  recommend  3rour8elf  to  God,  he 
wul  deliver  you  out  of  vour  perplexity. 
Then  the  prince  lifl^d  up  fiis  eyes  towarcw 
heaven.  But,  sir,  says  IScheherazade,  I  am 
obliged  to  break  off,  for  day  appears. 

I  long,  says  Dinarzade,  to  know  what 
became  of  that  young  prince :  I  tremble 
for  him.  I  will  deliver  >'ou  from  your  un- 
easiness to-morrow,  answers  the  sultnness, 
if  the  sultan  will  allow  me  to  live  till  theiu 
Schahriar,  willing  to  hear  nn  end  of  this 
adventure,  prolonged  Scheherazade*8  life 


SIXTEENTH  NIGHT. 

DiKARZADE  had  such  a  desire  to  hear  out 
the  story  of  the  yountr  prince,  that  she 
awaked  that  night  scKinor  than  orilinary, 
and  said.  Sister,  pray  go  on  with  the  story 
you  l)eean  yesteroay :  I  am  much  concern- 
ed for  the  young  prince,  and  iv ndy  to  die 
for  fear  that  he  was  vnwn  np  by  theO^reMi 
and  her  children.  Schahriar  having  siirni- 
fied  that  he  had  the  same  f(*ar,  the  sultaiv* 
ess  replies.  Well,  sir,  I  will  satisfy  yxn 
immediately. 

AfVer  the  counterfeit  Indian  princess  had 
bid  the  young  prince  recommend  hinuielf 
to  God,  he  coultl  not  believe  she  spoke 
sincerely,  hut  thought  she  waRsnre  ofhim  r 
and  therefore,  1if\ing  up  his  hands  to  hf«* 
ven,  said,  "  Almiarhty  I/onK  cart  rhine 
eyes  upon  me,  and  deliver  me  from  this  en- 
emy." After  this  prayer,  the  Ogress  enter- 
ed the  ruins  asain,  and  the  prince  rode  off 
with  all  pomihle  haste.^  He  hsppilv  found 
his  way  again,  and  arrived  safi*  and  sound 
at  his'fatner*s  court,  to  whom  he  enve  a 
particular  account  of  the  danger  he  had 
been  in  throueh  the  virJer's  nedect :  u|>» 
on  which  the  king,  hein?  inc<^a<<ed  agninst 
the  minister,  ordered  him  to  be  inunedi 
ately  strangled. 


ARABIAN  NIGHTS'  ENTEETAINMIINTS. 


BVf  iwinMii  the  Grecian  king's  rizier, 
li  rsdnm  to  the  phymctan  Douban,  if  you 
io  not  take  care,  the  confidence  you  put 


days,  and  God  will  prokmg  yoara;  do  nnl 
put  me  to  death  lest  God  treat  ynu  in  the 
saine  manner.    The  fisherman  broke  off 


in  him  will  be  fatal  to  you :  1  am  very  well    his  discourse  here,  to  apply  it  to  the  _ 
lfntrf4t  that  he  is  a  spy  sent  bv  your  ene-    Weil,  genie,  says  he,  you  aee  what  pa 
Io  attempt  your  majesty  s  life.    He  j  then  betwixt  the  Grecian  king  and 


hMCVMd  jrou,  hewill  say:  but  alas!  who 
oaa  assuiv  you  of  that  ?  He  has,  perhaps, 
cond  you  only  m  appearance,  and  not  ra- 
dicallyt  who  knows  but  the  medicine  he 
hM  given  you  may,  in  time,  liave  pemi- 
emsefieetal 

The  Grecian  king,  who  had  naturally 
vory  little  sense,  was  not  able  to  disaiver 
the  wicked  design  of  his  vixier,  nor  had  he 
enough  to  pentist  in  his  first  opin- 
This  discourse  staggere«l  him.    Vi- 


ha  eoflie 


physician  Douban,  is  acted  Just  now  be* 
twixt  us. 

Ttie  Grecian  king,  continues  he,  instead 

of  having  regard  tothi»  prayers  of  the  phy 

sirian,  who  Wgecd  him  for  God*s  sake  to 

spare  him,  cruelly  replied  to  liim,  No,  no; 

I  must  of  necessity  cut  >'ou  off,  otherwiae 

you  may  take  my  life  away  with  as  muoh 

art  as  you  cured  me.    The  phjsicinn  mell* 

<Hi  into  tears,  and  bewailing  himself  for  be* 

^  in£r  so  iU  rewarded  by  tlie  king,  prepared 

ya  he,  thou  art  in  ttie  right ;  he  may  j  (or  (le«itli.    The  executioner  bound  up  hia 

on  purpose  to  take  away  my  lile,^  eye»,  tied  his  hands,  and  was  going  to 

draw  hii  scimitar. 

'Dien  the  courtiers,  who  were  presentf 
being  moved  with  oompnasion^  begged  the 
king  to  pardon  him,  assuring  his  maieaty 
that  he  was  not  guilty  of  the  crime  laid  to 
hts  charge,  snd  that  the vwoukl  answer  for 
his  innocence :  but  the  king  was  infiexible« 
and  answered  them  so  as  they  dared  not  to 
sav  any  more  of  the  matter. 

The  physician,  being  on  his  knees,  hia 


which  he  may  eaaily  do  hv  the  very  smell  of 
■eme  of  his  drugs.  Wc  must  consider 
whdit  is  fit  for  us  to  do  in  this  case. 

When  the  viaier  found  the  king  m  such  a 
temper  as  he  wished.  Sir,  said  m,  the  sur- 
OBI  and  spriest  method  ^ou  can  take  to 
■eeore  your  lifo,  is  to  send  unmediatelv  for 
the  physician  Douban,  and  order  his  head 
to  be  cut  ofi*  as  soon  as  he  come^.  In  truth, 

says  the  long,  I  bdiere  that  is  the  way  wc  I      ^  .^ ,  , 

must  take  to  prevent  his  desizn.  When  I  eyes  tied  uo,  and  ready  to  receive  the  &• 
he  had  spoken  thus,  he  called  for  one  of'  tal  bfow,  acldressefl  himself  once  more  to 
Ins  olfieefm,  and  ordered  him  to  go  for  ,  thr  king :  Sir.  says  he,  since  your  majea^ 
the  phjraician;  who,  knowing  nothing  of  viill  not  revoke  the  sentence  of  death,  1 
the  king's  design,  came  to  the  palace  in  '  heir  at  least,  that  you  would  give  me  leave 
haste.  '  to  n*tuni  to  mv  house,  to  rive  order  about 

Know  ye,  says  tlie  kin^,  wlien  he  saw  my  burial,  to  bid  (are well  to  my  familr,  to 
him,  why  I  sent  for  you  ^  No.  sir,  answers  rive  alms,  and  to  bequeath  my  booas  to 
he ;  I  wait  till  your  majesty  be  pleased  to  those  who  arc  capable  of  makinr  good  use 
inform  me.  I  sent  for  you,  n*plied  tlie  of  them.  I  have  one  particularly  T  woukl 
king,  to  rid  myself  of  you  by  takin,'?  your  prrsent  to  your  majesty :  it  is  a  very  pre* 
lifo.^  !  ciou;<  book,  and  worthy  to  be  Isiil  up  very 

No  man  can  cxnresH  the  surprise  of  tiie  t  ranfully  in  your  treasure*.  Well,  repliee 
physician,  when  \yt*  heard  the  scnteurc  of  |  the  kinsr,  why  \h  that  book  so  pn^cious  aa 
death  pronounretl  ainiinst  him.  Sir,  said  >'oii  Uilk  of? — Sir,  says  the  physician,  he- 
hr,  why  woukl  your  maj«'sty  take  luy  lite  ?  cuuhc  it  rontainn  an  infinite  nurTiher  of  cu* 
VThat crime  liave  I  committed?  I  am  in-  :  rious  thinr^;  of  which  tlie  chief  is,  that 
fcrmed  by  good  handx,  re^ilieH  the  kiner,  >  \vhen  yon  havccutofi'my  head,  if>'ourma* 
chat  you  come  to  my  rourt  only  to  attempt  -  j«^ty  will  rive  yourself  the  trouble  to  open 
mi*  lUr;  but  to  pnrvent  yo«i,  I  will  U*Hure  '  th«*  book  at  the  sixth  k«f,  and  read  the 
o(  years.  Give  the  U«»W,  mys  he  to  tlie 
executioner,  wlio  wait  pnrH4>nt,  and  deliver 
me  from  a  perfidiou.-!  wrt*tch,  wlio  came 
hither  cm  purpon**  ti»  as-ijH^inate  me. 

When  the  pliy<it*i:in  hranl  thii<  eniel  or- 
drr,  he  readily  juilr«*(l  that  tiie  lioiunim 

and  presents  he  Imd  nr«'ive«l  fnmi  the  <  atTaim  in  «mler:  and  the  report  being 
lun(  liad  pnicured  him  ent -mi'^s  and  tliat  ,  spread  that  an  unheard-of  prod i?y  was  to 
the  w>*ak  prince  was  iiii[MH«:.i  on.    He  n*-  \  hap|M>n  at)er  Iiim  death,  the  viak*rs,  emira, 

yited  that  lie  hati  cur  d  hun  of  liir«  lei>rf>-    otflrcrs  of  the  ciianl.  and,  in  a  n*ord,  the 
;  but  it  was  now  Vm  late.    1*  it  thus,  '  whoU*  court,  repaired  next  day  to  the  haU 
rrptied  tlie  pliysici;in.  tlwt  \<»u  reward  me  ;  of  audience,  that  they  might  be  witneasee 


liiinl  line  of  the  let\  page,  mv  head  will  a_ 
nwtT  all  the  questions  you  ask  it.  The  kinff 
being  curious  to  aee  such  a  wonderfin 
thinr,  drlerred  bin  deatli  till  next  day,  and 
si-nt  him  liomi*  under  a  strong  guarci. 
The  pln-ntcian,  during  that  time,  put  his 


Oh  curing  ^?  The  king  woulil  not 
heaikeo  tolum,but  a  ^»vi»n«l  time  onlered 
Um  caecutMMier  to  strike  the  iatal  bfow. 
The  physician  then  had  recoumc  to  his 


ofit« 

The  ph%'sician  Douban  was  soon  brought 

in.  and  advanced  to  the  foot  of  the  throoey 

^     with  a  great  book  in  his  hand :  these  he 

l«if«ns    Aket  air,  cries  he,  profong  my  >  called  iiir  a  basin,  upon  which  be  bid  the 

o2 


AKABU9  HIBUTS'  CCTDTTJ 


Ivl        1 


_  the  book  to  the  kw.    Sir,  ayi 
that  book,  IT  jmi  pleaaey  and  is 
■T  bold  «  cm  oC  order  tfaftt  it  be 
Mt  IMo  mebaoB  vpos  the  cover  of  tbe 
Wok;  00  oooB  00  k  spat  there,  the  bkiod 
tbea  open  the  book,  and  mj 
mr  qiiertioiis*  But,  air, 
he,  pamk.  me  once  onre  toimidore 
"emencj;  for  God's  oike 
;  I  prQOnt  to  jmitfist  I 
Tour  pro  jers,  onswers  the 
;  sod,  were  it  fornocfainf 
to  heor  joor  beod  speak  after  jour 
it  is  wj  wiB  joQ  shoidd  die.    As  be 
be  took  the  book  out  of  the  phy- 
and  ordered  the  czecotioo- 
lodohii  ' 
The  bead  mr  oo  dcxtewmriy  cut  ofi^ 
that  it  fefl  into  the  basin,  and  woo  no  soon- 
er laid  upoo  the  cover  ol  the  book,  but  the 
blood  oti^iped;  then,  to  the  great  smpriK 
of  the  king,  and  al  the  spectaton,  it  open- 


kBf;biit 
joo,   ftr  tt  wiD 


siorTof 

spcedvjr  be  doT. 

Sc.hfhgraiaiif  ichhmm  uie  sIoit  wheiv 
rhe  left  odT  the  daj  bcfiae :  Sir,  said  iho 
ID  the  softua,  when  thephjndanDoubnii, 
or  rather  hit  head,  saw  that  the  poioon 
had  takes  c&ct.  and  that  the  king  had 
bwt  a  Ifev  moBBcnai  to  ive;  TjraBt,  h 


r  Ttm  met  how  princes  are  treat- 
ed,  who,  abuBng'  their  authority,  cutoff 


ed  its  ercs,  and  aaid.  Sir,  wiH  nwr 

ty  be  phased  to  open  the  book?  llieiDi^ 


opened  it.  and  fisding  that  one  leaf 

k  were  gloed  to  another,  that  be  mkht 

tarn  it  with  the  more  ease,  he  put  fail  fin- 

Eto  bis  mouth,  and  wet  it  with  mittfe. 
did  so  tie  he  came  to  the  6lh  leaf,  and 
finding  DO  writing'  oo  the  pboewhoe  be 
was  bid  to  bok  hr  it.  Physician,  says  he  to 
tiiehead,  there  is  nothing  written.  Turn 
over  some  more  leaves,  replies  the  bead. 
The  Idn^  continued  to  turn  over,  putting 
always  his  fineer  to  his  mouth,  until  the 
poiioD,  with  vmich  each  leaf  was  imbued, 
coming  to  have  its  efiect,  the  prince  finding 
htmsevr  aO  of  a  sudden  taken  with  an  ex- 
traordmary  fit,  his  C3re-sight  &iled,  and  he 
fell  down  at  the  loot  of  the  throne,  in  vio- 
lent convulsions.  At  these  words,  Schc- 
herazadej  perceiving  day,  gave  the  sultan 
notice  or  it,  and  forbore  speaking.  Ah. 
dear  sister,  lays  Dinarzade,  how  ^^rievea 
am  I  that  vou  nave  not  time  to  finish  the 
story :  I  snould  be  inconsolable  if  you  lose 
your  life  to-day.  Sister,  replies  the  sul- 
taness,  that  must  be  as  tfie  sultan  pleases ; 
but  I  hope  he  will*  be  so  good  as  to  sus- 
pend mv  death  till  to-morrow.  And  ac- 
eordingfy,  Schahriar,  &r  from  ordering  her 
death  that  day,  expected  the  next  night 
with  much  impatience ;  so  earnest  was  he 
to  hesr  out  the  stonr  of  the  Grecian  king, 
and  the  lequel  of  the  fisherman  and  the 
genie* 


en:  Cod  pumshes  soon  orlato 
their  injostace  and  cruelty.  Scarcely  had 
the  head  spoken  these  words,  when  the 
king  feidon  dead,  and  the  headitadf 
lost  what  filje  it  had. 

Sir,  coBtinaed  Sciirhriande,  such  was 
the  end  of  the  Grecian  king  and  of  the 

I  nuBt  return  now  to 


the  story  of  the  firiierman  and  the  genie; 
but  it  is  diy.  The  suhan,  who  iJwaya 
observed  his  boors  regularly,  got  up  \  and 
wishing  to  hear  the  aeqoel  of  the  atafrof 
the  genie  and  the  friMman^  the  ' 
taneas  prepare  to  rdale  it  to  him  the 
n«hL 


SEVENTEENTH  NIOHT. 

Tbou0B  Dinamde  was  very  curious  to 
hear  the  reat  of  the  stonr  of  the  Grecian 
Idog,  she  did  not  awake  that  night  so  soon 
as  uRial,  so  that  it  was  almost  day  before 
Acealedupon  the  suhanesi;  and  then 


EIGHTEENTH  NIGHT. 

DtvAaxjins  made  amendi  for  the  kat 
night's  neglect;  she  awoke  long  befeie 
day,  and  caBinr  upon  Scheherasade,  ai»» 
ter,  said  she,  if  you  be  not  asleep,  pray 
give  us  the  rest  of  the  story  of  the  finer- 
man  and  the  genie ;  you  know  the  sultoii 
desires  to  hear  it  as  wefl  as  I. 

I  diaO  soon  satiify  his  curioaitT  and 
yours,  answered  the  suhaness;  and  then 
addressing  herself  to  Schahriar,  Sir,  eoii-> 
tinned  she,  as  soon  as  the  fishennan  had 
concluded  the  lustory  of  the  Gretk  king 
and  his  physician  Douban,  he  made  the 
application  to  the  genie,  whom  he  atfll  kept 
shut  up  in  the  vemeL  if  the  Grecian  king, 
said  he,  had  sufiered  the  phvsician  to  Ihre^ 
God  would  have  continoea  his  life  alao : 
but  he  rejected  his  most  humble  prayera, 
and  the  case  ii  the  same  with  thee,  O,  ge- 
nie !  Could  I  have  prevailed  with  thee  to 
grant  me  the  fiivour  I  supplicated,  I  should 
now  take  pity  on  thee;  but  since,  nal-> 
withstanding  the  extreme  obligation  thoo 
wast  under  to  me,  for  haying  set  thee  at 
liberty,  thou  didst  pernst  in  thy  dniffn  to 
kill  me,  I  am  obliged,  in  my  turn,  to  be 
equally  hard-heartM  to  thee. 

mj  £ood  friend  fisherman,  replied  tl^ 
genie,  Iconjure  thee  once  more,  not  to  be 
guilty  of  such  crudty ;  consider,  ^t  it  la 
not  good  to  aven^  one's  seH^  and  that  od 
the  other  hand,  it  is  commendable  to  do 
good  for  evil;  do  not  treat  me  as  Imama 
formeriy  treated  Ateca.  And  what  did 
Imama  to  Ateca?  inq^nred  the  ^ 
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Sol  mtj*^gttaB,i[ymti»niiBindto 
WnAnned,  open  the  veMd:  do  ^u  think 
ttst  I  e0t  be  in  ■  humour  to  relate  ito- 
liM  is  M  itnit  k  priton  ?  I  will  tell  you 
H  OMBj  at  you  jMue,  when  you  have  let 
Me  out.  No,  nid  the  nshennnii,  1  wiil  not 
let  thee  out;  it  ii  in  vain  to  talk  o(  it:  I 
•m  just  Koiiig  to  throw  thee  into  the  bot- 
tom of  the  aea.  Hear  me  one  word  more, 
■  cried  (be  fenie :  I  promin  to  do  thee  no 
""'It ;  nav,  lar  from  that,  I  will  ahew  thee 
nf  to  Mcome  ezceedm^j  rich. 

ema'li _. 

anj  etedit  to  be  given  to  thv  word :  swear 
tonehthe great nameorGod,  that  j^ou 
vjB  bithfuUy  perform  what  you  promiae, 
and  1  will  open  the  vessel ;  I  do  not  be- 
IUt«  too  wiQ  dare  to  break  nich  an  oath. 
Tbe  fenie  ewnrc  to  him,  upon  which 
Ifae  IMiennan  immediately  took  off  the  co- 
varing  of  the  veawL  At  that  ioitant,  the 
■noke  aaeended,  and  the  genie  having  re- 
■■■nd  hia  form,  the  first  thing  be  did  was 
to  kick  the  veaad  iniA  the  sea.  Thia  ac- 
tioa  alarmed  the  Gihennan.  Genie,  tud 
be,  wil  MM  vou  keep  the  oath  you  jutt  now 
■Mdef  And  muat  I  sa;  to  you,  aa  the 
phyaieian  Douban  nid  to  the  Grecian 
nig,  (ofier  ue  to  live,  and  God  will  pro- 
Mg  your  day*. 

The  «nie  laughed  at  the  fisherman's 
■at,  aad  answered,  No,  fisherman,  be  not 
Wild,  I  only  did  it  to  divert  myself,  and  to 
sn  iftbon  wouldst  be  alanned  at  it;  but 
(p  eoonnee  thee  that  1  am  in  earaeflt,  take 
1*7  nets  and  IbUow  me.  A«  he  spoke  these 
'-,  be  walked  befbre  the  fiahennan, 


Afna,but 


Theyp 


I  fcy  the  town,  and  came  to  the  top  of  i 
■^Blaim  ft^  vrtMDoe  tbey  desoended  b' 
^  vtat  plHk  which  brntirtt  then  to  i 
that  tay  betwixt  fanr  BIIb. 


When  they  reached  the  side  oTthe  lake, 
the  genie  nud  to  the  fisherman,  Cast  in 
thy  nets,  and  catch  fish;  the  fishemutB 
did  not  doubt  of  taking  some,  because  ho 
saw  a  great  number  in  the  water ;  but  Le 
was  extremely  surprised,  when  he  found 
they  were  of  four  colouis,  that  is  to  say, 
white,  red,  blue,  and  yellow.  He  threw  in 
his  nets,  and  brought  oui  one  of  each  co- 
lour. Having  never  seen  the  like  before, 
he  could  not  but  admire  them,  and  judging 
that  be  might  get  a  considerable  sum  for 
them,  he  was  very  joyful.  Carry  those 
fish,  said  the  genie  to  him,  and  present 
them  to  thy  sultan :  he  will  give  thee  more 
money  for  them.  Thou  mayest  come  eve- 
ry day  to  fish  in  this  lake;  but  I  give  thee 
warning  not  to  throw  in  thy  nets  above 
once  a  day.  otherwise  thou  wilt  repent. 
Having  spoken  thus,  he  struck  hia  foot  up- 
on the  ground,  which  opened,  end  after  it 
had  smllowea  him  up,  cloeea  again. 

The  fisherman  beirtg  reserved  to  foDow 
the  genie's  advice,  forbore  casting  in  bit 
nets  a  second  time;  and  returned  tn  the 
town  very  well  ntiafied ;  and  making  a 
thousand  refiectiona  upon  hia  adventure. 
He  went  immediately  to  the  sultan's  pa- 
lace, to  offer  hia  fiah.  But,  sir,  said  Sche- 
herazade, 1  perceive  day,  ana  must  stop 

Z)ear  sister,  said  Dinsraade,  how  sur- 
prising are  the  last  events  you  have  VM 
ua  ?  I  can  hardly  believe  that  «ny  thing 
you  have  to  sav  can  be  mure  aurpriaing. 
Sister,  replied  the  aultaneas,  if  the  aultan. 


the  hiatoiT  of  the  fisherman  more  wondei^ 
ful  than  the  beginning  oTit  snd  incomp«r 
rably  more  diverting.  Schahriar,  being  cu 
rioos  to  know  if  the  lemainder  oT  this  story 
would  be  such  as  the  tuUaiMM  said,  put 
offoDco  inoralbs  cxeentioa  of  hit  enisl 
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NIKETEENTB  NIGHT. 

TowiBDS  morning.  Dinarzade  cslled 
Ok  sutlanesa,  and  Baid,  Dear  sister,  it  will 
ne  day  speeaily,  therefore  pray  continue 
the  history  orihe  flBherman;  I  am  ex- 
tremely imiwtient  to  know  what  the  issue 
(Jit  was.  Scheherazade  having  demand- 
ed permission,  reaumed  her  discourse  as 
fidlows :  I  leave  it  to  your  roajesty  to  think 
how  much  the  sultan  was  surprised,  when 
henw  the  four  fish  which  tiie  fisherman 
pmenied.  He  took  them  up  one  ai\er 
another,  and  viewed  them  with  attention ; 
and  alter  having  admired  them  a  Ions' 
time,  Take  those  flih,  said  he  to  his  vi- 
rier,  and  carrj'  them  to  tiie  cook,  whom 
the  emperor  ofthe  Greeks  has  sent  me.  I 
c«nnot  inia^De  but  that  they  must  be  as 
gWjA  as  they  are  beaiilifui. 

The  vizier  carried  them  as  he  was  di- 
tected,  and  delivering  them  to  the  cook. 
Said,  Here  are  four  fish  just  brnu^t  to 
the  Bullan;  lie  orders  you  to  dress  them  : 
he  then  returned  to  the  sultan  his  master, 
who  ordered  him  to  give  the  fisherman 
finir  hundred  pieces  of  erHd  of  the  cob  of 
that  country,  wiiLch  he  did  acrnrdingly. 

The  fislierman,  who  had  never  seen  k> 
much  money,  could  scarcely  believe  his 
nwd  fortune,  but  thought  the  whole  must 
be  a  dretiin,  until  he  found  it  otherwise,  bv 
bring  able  to  provide  necessaries  for  hts 
ttmiTy  with  the  produce  of  his  fish. 

But,  rir,  said  Scheherazade,  having  toM 
fva  what  happened  to  tlie  fisherman,  I 
must  acquaint  you  next  with  what  befet 
the  sultan's  oook,  whom  we  shall  find  in 
great  pen^xity.  As  soon  as  she  had  gut- 
ted the  fish,  she  put  them  upon  the  fire  in 
a  Ryine  pan,  with  oil,  and  when  she  thought 
than  fried  enough  on  one  side,  she  turned 
Ihem  upon  the  other ;  but,  O,  monatrotts 
prodigT !  acarccly  were  th^  turned,  when 
the  wiB  ofthe  Utehen  divided,  and  a  jmiag 
Mr  «  wondetfU  beao^  cmered  froiii  tbs 


lital'tifci 


She  was  clad  in  flowered  ntiu, 
Egyptian  manner,  with  penduiM 
111  her  ears,  a  necklace  of  large  DCaritiurf 
bracelets  of  gold  set  with  nibna,  whh  * 
rod  in  her  hand.  She  moved  towards  the 
frying-pan,  to  the  great  amazement  of  the 
cook,  who  continued  fixed  by  the  aighU 
and  striking  one  of  the  fish  with  the  end 
ofthe  rod,  said,  "  Fish,  fish,  ore  you  n 
duly?"  The  fish  having  answered  notliii^, 
she  repeated  these  words,  and  then  the 
tour  fish  lifted  up  their  heads,  and  replied. 
"  Yes,  yes :  if  you  reckon,  we  reckon  j  (I 
you  pay  your  debts,  we  pay  outs ;  if  you 
fly,  we  overeome,  and  are  content,"  Aa 
soon  as  Ihey  had  finished  these  words,  the 
lady  overturned  the  fi7mg-paii,_  and  en- 
tet«d  B^n  into  the  open  part  ot  the  waH, 
which  shut  immediately,  end  became  U  it 
was  before. 

The  cook  maid  was  mightily  frirttened 
at  this,  and  coming  a  little  to  faeraelC 
went  to  take  up  the  fishes  that  had  fal- 
en  on  Ihe  heanh,  but  found  them  blacker 
than  coal,  and  not  fit  lo  be  carried  to  the 
sulLin.  This  grievously  trnuUed  ber,  Ktid 
she  tell  lo  weeping-  most  bitteriv.  AImI 
said  she,  what  wiH  become  of  mef  If  ltd 
the  sultan  what  I  have  seen,  I  am 


„^„ 


It  believe  me,  but 


wll   ™e 


hile  she  was  thus  bewa-lin;  hentl( 
the  grand  vizier  entered,  and  alked  her 
if  the  fish  were  ready  }  She  lold  him  all 
that  had  occurred,  which  we  idmj  emaSf 
imagine  astonished  him;  but  without 
speaking  a  word  of  it  to  the  suhan,  he  in- 
vented an  excuse  that  satisfied  him,  aad 
sending  immediately  for  the  flsheniMn, 
Ud  him  bring  four  more  such  fish,  fi>r  m 
misfortune  had  befallen  Ihe  others,  so  that 
they  are  not  fit  to  be  carried  U  "  — "- 


of  what  the  genie^hirf 


(f««t 
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dtf.  told  the  vizier  he  had  a  fnmt  way  to 
tp  tor  them,  but  would  certainly  bring 
Smn  on  the  tnom>w. 


Accordingly  the  fisherman  went  away 
hf  night,  and  coming  to  the  pond,  threw  m 
hm  nets  oetimeit  next  morning,  took  four 
fiih  bice  the  fbniier.  and  brought  tliem  to 
the  vizier  at  tlie  hour  apfwinted.  The 
miniater  took  tlK*m  himnell,  carried  them  to 
the  kitdien.  and  shutting  himself  up  with 
the  eook,  ahe  gutted  tliem,  and  put  tliem 
oo  the  fire,  as  she  had  dcme  the  four  others 
the  day  bef(>re.  Wlien  they  were  fried  on 
one  side,  and  ahe  had  turned  them  upon 
the  other,  the  kitchen  wad  again  opened. 
•imI  the  same  lady  came  in,  with  the  rod 
ia  ber  hand,  struck  one  of  the  fish,  spoke 
•0  h  aa  before,  and  all  four  gave  her  the 
flame  answer.  But,  sir.  saiil  Sclieherunide, 
day  appears,  which  obli^  me  to  leave  ofl. 
Wnat  1  have  told  you,  is  indeed  very  sin- 
fubir;  but  if  I  be  alive  to-morrow,  i  will 
tell  you  other  thingn,  which  are  yet  better 
worth  your  heariii^^.  Schahriar,  conceiv- 
ing that  the  sentiel  must  be  very  curious, 
reaolvrJ  to  liear  her  next  nighL 


TWENTIETH  NIGHT. 

Nkxt  mominir,  x\v*  sultan  prevented  Di- 
Barzade,and  Raid  tf»  Scheherazade,  madam, 
J  prmy  you  fininh  tlie  story  oi  the  fislu^rman, 
1  am  impatient  ti>  liear  it ;  u\yon  which  tlie 
•nltaiieiM  cimtinutMl  thu'4 : 

A  tier  the  lour  lUh  had  aMweretl  the 
yvung  bdy,  she  overturned  the  frying-pan 
with  her  rod,  aiid  r«*tire«l  into  the  same 
pheeoftlie  wall  fn>ni  wiience  nhe came  out. 
The  graml  vixirr  beimr  witness  of  what 
hsbd  pajMed;  Tiii;<  m  too  utinderful  and 
cxtnordinary,  mi«l  he,  to  be  concealed 
fmoi  the  sultan  :  I  will  inform  him  of  this 
prodigy;  wtiirh  lie  dnl  arciinlingly,  and 

Ke  mm  a  very  faitlilul  accoimt  <n  all  tliat 
happened.' 
The  sultan,  hein^  much  nurprUed,  was 
■Bpatiefit  to  see  thi^  hiniN«*lf,  he  sent  im- 
mraiatel^r  for  the  finhemian,  and  said  to 
him,  Knend,  cannot  you  bring  me  four 
■nre  such  Ash  ?  Tlie  tiiiherman  replied.  If 
jour  majesty  will  be  plea!«*d  to  allow  me 
Aree  days*  time,  I  wi!l<loit  Ha  vmg  obtain- 
ed has  tiae,  he  wi*nt  ti»  the  pond  immt^diate- 
Iff  and  at  the  Amt  thniwiuir  in  of  his  net,  he 
catifht  lb«r  such  fish,  ami  brought  them 
piBwntlyto  the  sultan:  wIh^  was  so  much 
the  more  rHoiced,  as  he  dif  I  ihH  expect  them 
Mnos,afMl  ordered  him  other  four  hundred 
piecM  of  gold.  As  soon  as  the  sultan  had 
tfw  fish.  M  ordered  them  to  be  carried  in- 
t»  the  doaety  witli  all  that  was  neoeusary 
ftr  fryiag  then ;  and  liaving  shut  himaelf 
■p  dwff  with  the  Tizier,  the  minister  gutted 
MA»  put  them  hito  the  iwit  and  when 
HflSB  flu  OBfl  SBOSfl  HinWQ  ^nnff 


upon  the  other  i  then  tlie  wall  of  the  ck»- 
et  opened,  but  mstead  of  the  youn/  bdy, 
there  came  out  a  black,  in  tlie  liabit  ofa 
Hiave,  of  a  gigantic  stature,  with  a  great 
green  baton  m  his  liand.  He  advanced  to 
wards  the  ()an,  and  touching  one  of  the 
fish  with  his  baton,  said  wiui  a  terrible 
voice,  "  Fish,  are  you  in  your  duty  ?"  At 
tlieae  words,  tlie  fixli  raised  up  tlieir  heads, 
and  anj«were(i,  *'  Yes,  yes;  we  are:  if  yon 
reckon,  we  reckon ;  if  you  pay  your  debts* 
we  pay  ours :  if  you  Ay,  we  overcome,  and 
are  content. 

The  fish  had  no  sooner  finished  these 
worda,  than  tiie  black  tlirew  tlie  pan  into 
tlie  middle  of  the  ck>8et,  and  reduced  the 
fish  to  a  coaL  Having  done  this,  he  refir^ 
ed  fiercely,  and  entered  again  into  the 
aperture,  it  ckiaed,  and  the  woU  appeared 
jtist  as  it  did  before. 

Afler  what  I  have  seen,  said  the  sultan  to 
the  vizier,  it  will  be  impossibk?  for  me  to  be 
easy  in  my  mind ;  tliese  fish,  without  doubL 
signify  something  extraordinary,  in  which  1 
lia  ve  a  mind  to  be  satisfied.  He  sent  lor  the 
fisherman,  and  when  he  came,  said  to  him, 
Fisherman,  tlie  fish  you  have  brou^it  ua, 
make  me  very  uneasy;  wliere  did  yoa 
catch  them  ?  Sir,  answered  he,  I  fish  for 
them  in  a  pond  situated  betwixt  four  bilk, 
beyond  the  mountain  that  we  see  fnim 
hence.  Know*st  not  tlmu  that  ptmd  ?  said 
tlie  sultan  to  tlie  vizier.  No,  sir,  replied 
the  vizier.  I  never  so  much  a<f  \unrd  of  it, 
althourti  I  have  for  Hixtyyears  hunted  be- 
yond that  mountain.  Ffie  sultan  asked 
tlie  fislierman,  liow  far  tlie  pinul  migtit  be 
from  the  palace?  Tlie  fisherman  answer- 
ed, it  was  not  above  three  hours  journey ; 
u|Mm  this  assurance,  and  there  being  dar 
enotigli  beforehand,  tlie  sultan  command 
ed  aH  his  court  to  take  liorse,  and  tlie  fish- 
ennan  served  th(*m  l<>r  a  guide.  They  aH 
ascended  tlic  mountain,  and  at  the  foot  ol 

5,  they  saw,  to  tlH*ir  great  surprise,  a  vast 
ain,  tlut  nobody  had  obser^i^l  till  tlien, 
and  at  last  tliey  came  to  the  pood,  which 
tliey  ftnind  actually  to  be  situated  betwixt 
If  Mir  hills,  as  the  f»herman  had  described. 
Tlie  water  was  so  traasparent,  that  thev 
observed  all  the  fish  were  like  those  whico 
the  fishernian  had  brought  to  the  palace. 

The  m'tltan  stood  upon  the  bank  of  the 
pond,  and  after  beht^ding  tlie  fish  with  ad* 
miration,  lie  demanded  «n  hisenurs  and  all 
his  courtiers,  if  it  were  possible  thev  had 
never  aeen  this  pond,  which  was  witlim  an 
short  a  distance  of  the  town.  They  all  an 
swered,  that  they  had  never  so  mtich  ae 
heard  of  it 

Since  jrou  all  agree,  said  he,  that  tou  ne- 
ver heard  of  it,  and  as  I  am  no  leas  as* 
tonislied  tlian  you  are,  at  this  novelty,  1 
am  resolved  not  to  n*turn  to  my  pabee  til 
I  know  how  this  pood  came  here,  aad  why 
ai  the  fidi  in  it  are  offiwr  eolomm.   Hstw 


ARABIAN  NIGHTS'  ENTERTAINMENTS. 


jag  tpoke  thiM,  he  ordered  his  court  to  en- 
camp ;  and  immediately  his  pavilion,  and 
Uie  tents  of  his  household,  were  planted 
upon  the  banks  of  the  pond. 

When  night  came,  the  sultan  retired 
under  his  pavUioiu  and  spoke  to  the  grand 
vizier,  by  himself,  thus :  Vizier,  my  mind 
IB  very  uneasy :  this  pond  transported  hither, 
the  black  that  appeared  to  us  in  my  ckmet, 
and  the  fishes  that  we  heard  speak,  all  this 
does  so  much  excite  my  curiosity,  that  I 
cannot  resist  the  imfMtient  desire  which  I 
have  to  be  satisfied  in  it  To  this  end,  I 
am  resolved  to  withdraw  alone  from  the 
camp,  and  I  order  you  to  keep  my  ab- 
sence secret;  stay  in  my  pavilion,  and  to- 
morrow morning,  when  the  emirs  and 
courtiers  come  to  attend  my  levee,  send 
them  away,  and  tell  them  that  I  am  some- 
what indisposed,  and  have  a  mind  to  be 
alone ;  anu  the  toUowing  day  tell  them  the 
same  thing,  till  I  return. 

The  ffrand  vizier  said  several  things  to 
divert  the  sultan  from  this  design :  he  re- 
presented to  him  the  danger  to  which  he 
might  he  exposed,  and  that  all  his  labour 
might  perhaps  be  in  vain ;  but  it  was  to 
no  purpose,  the  sultan  was  resolved  on  it, 
and  would  go.  He  put  on  a  suit  fit  for 
walking,  aim  took  his  scimitar  |  and  as 
toon  as  he  saw  that  all  was  quiet  in  the 
camp,  he  went  out  alone,  and  went  over 
one  of  the  hills  without  much  difficulty. 
He  found  the  descent  still  more  easv,  and 
when  he  came  to  the  plain,  walked  on  till 
the  sun  arose,  and  then  he  saw  before  him, 
at  a  considerable  distance^  a  gjeat  buikl- 
ing.  He  rejoiced  at  the  sight,  m  hopes  to 
be  informed  there  of  what  he  wanted  to 
know.  When  he  came  near,  he  found  it 
was  a  magnificent  pakce,  or  rather  a  very 
strong  castle,  of  fine  black  polished  marble, 
and  covered  with  fine  steel,  as  smooth  as 
a  kwking-glass.  Being  highly  pleased  that 
he  had  so  speedily-  met  with  something 
wordiy  his  curiosity,  he  stopped  before  the 
firont  of  the  castle,  and  considered  it  with 
attentk>n. 

He  aflerwards  came  up  to  the  gate, 
which  had  two  leaves,  one  of  them  open; 
(hough  he  might  have  entered  when  he 
would,  yet  he  thought  it  best  to  knock. 
He  knocked,  at  first  sofUv,  and  waited  for 
aume  tinie ;  seeing  nobody,  and  supposiiM^ 
they  had  not  heara  him,  he  knocked  hard- 
er Che  second  time,  but  neither  seeing  nor 
bearing  any  bodv,  he  knocked  again  and 
acain,  but  nobooy  appearing,  it  surprised 
him  exiiemely ;  for  be  could  not  think  that 
a  castle  in  so  good  repair  was  without  in- 
habitants. If  there  be  nobody  in  it,  says 
he  to  himselfl  I  have  nothing  to  fear ;  and 
if  there  be,  i  have  wherewith  to  defend 
myselC 

At  last  be  entered,  and  when  be  came 
the  pofch,  be  oried.  It  theic  nobody 


here  to  receive  a  stranger,  who  eomes  m 
for  some  refreshment  as  he  passes  by?  He 
repeated  the  same  two  or  tliree  times; 
but  though  he  spoke  very  high,  nobody 
answered.  The  silence  increased  bis  as- 
tonishment :  he  came  into  a  very  spacious 
court,  and  looking  on  every  side,  to  se6  tf 
he  could  perceive  any  body,  he  saw  no 
living  thing.  But.  nir,  aays  ocheberazadSt 
day  appears,  and  I  nni«t  stop. 

Ah!  sister,  says  Dinarzade,  you  break 
off  at  the  very  best  of  the  story.  It  is  true, 
answered  tlie  sultaness ;  hut,  sister,  ymi 
see  I  am  forced  to  do  so.  If  mv  lord,  ths 
sultan,  pleases,  vou  may  hear  the  rest  to* 
morrow.  Schahriar  agreed  to  tbis^  not 
so  much  to  please  Dinarzade|  as  to  satis- 
Cy  his  own  curiosity,  being  impatient  to 
know  what  adventure  the  prince  met  witb 
in  the  castle. 


TWENTT-FIRST  NIOHT. 

DiifAazADZ^  to  make  amends  for  her 
neglect  the  night  before,  never  ck)eed  her 
eyes,  and  when  she  thought  it  was  time, 
awaked  the  sultaness,  saying  to  lier.  My 
dear  sister,  pnj  give  us  an  account  ot 
what  happened  m  the  fine  castle  where 
you  lefl  us  yesterday. 

Scheherazade  forthwith  resumed  her 
story^and  addressing  herself  to  Schahriar, 
said,  sir,  the  sultan  perceivincr  nobodv  in 
the  court,  entered  the  great  nails,  wmeh 
were  hung  with  silk  tapestry,  the  skoves 
and  sofas  were  covered  with  stufis  of  Mec- 
ca, and  the  porches  with  the  richest  stnfls 
of  India,  mixed  with  gold  and  silver.  He 
came  afterwards  into  an  admirable  sakxNi, 
in  the  middle  of  which  there  was  a  great 
fountain,  with  a  Uon  of  massv  gold  at  eaeh 
comer :  water  issued  from  the  mouths  ol 
the  four  lions,  and  this  water,  as  it  feO, 
formed  diamonds  and  pearls,  that  very 
well  answered  a  jet  of  water,  wnicb^spring- 
ing  from  the  middle  of  the  fountam,  rose 
as^high  almost  as  the  bottom  of  a  cupola 
painted  af\er  the  Arabian  manner. 

The  castle,  on  tliree  sides,  was  enoooir 
passed  by  a  garden,  with  flower-pots,  wn- 
ter-worka,  groves,  and  a  thousand  other 
fine  things  concurring  to  embellish  it;  and 
to  complete  the  beauty  of  the  place,  an  in- 
finite number  of  birds  filled  the  av  with 
their  harmonious  notes,  and  alwavs  stayed 
there,  nets  being  spread  over  the  tress, 
and  fastened  to  the  palace  to  keep  them  in. 
The  sultan  walked  a  k>ng  time  from  apart- 
ment to  apartment,  where  he  found  erery 
thing  very  grand  and  magnificent  Being 
tired  with  walking,  he  set  down  in  an 
open  ck)set.  which  had  a  view  over  the 

Krden,  and  there  reflecting  upon  what  he 
d  already  seen,  and  then  saw,  all  of  a  sud* 
den  he  beard  ths  voice  of  one  oonplniBlnc 
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t***T^fttfil  f , , 

fctepti  wiUi  ■tlentinn.  mtti  hemrd  A'm6nc1f 
tf  thew  tad  frord* :  O,  fortune  I  thou 
_j. .11...  _  .  f^g^f  gj^  loiifer  to  en- 


bcar  10  penecute  me,  and  by  ■  speed; 
dcaih  put  an  cud  tn  my  Mrrom.  AUa ! 
it  il  povible  that  I  am  atill  alive,  aAer  w 
manjr  tarmenU  a*  I  love  auflered." 

Tbe  Mhan,  beiocaflrttcd  with  iheae  piti- 
ful eomplaiou,  roM  up,  and  nude  toward 
the  place  where  he  lieard  the  vuire ;  and 
wfaea  he  came  li>  the  gnU  of  a  great  halt, 
he  opened  it,  aod  mw  a  haodaiimc  younf 
■an,  richly  habited,  Kt  upoD  a  thmne 
raiwd  a  little  ahnve  the  gniund.  Melatt- 
ebolr  wu  painW  i>n  hi«  Imilu.  Tlie  *ut- 
taa  arew  near  ainl  Minted  iiiin  ;  the  founf 
naa  relumed  him  hw  lialiiir,  by  n  low  biiu- 
with  hia  head ;  but  rot  beinr  alile  tn  rise 
up,  he  laid  tn  tlie  Btilton,  My  Wd,  [  am 
very  wd  aatiified  that  you  deserve  I 
riioald  riae  up  to  receive  you,  aoil  do  you 
•1  poaaible  hooour;  but  I  am  hindered 
ftttm  doiBr  lo,  by  a  very  nd  reason,  and 
hope  you  wiU  not  take  it  UL  Mr 
replie*  tbe  tultan,  I  am  very  muefi 

___d  to  you  lor  having  ao  good  nn  nni. 

ttof  me;  aa  to  the  reason  ofyi 
■    7>».l 


L'^.S 


I  hearti- 


riainf,  whatever  jour : 

unu,  anu  aidicled  by  your  grier,  1 
o  owr  you  my  help ;  would  to  God 
that  it  lay  in  my  power  in  eaae  you  of  your 
trouble ;  I  wouid  do  my  utmoal  to  effect  it 
I  flitter  myieir  that  you  would  willingly 
■cll  me  the  history  of  tour  mialbrtune*; 
bat  Pny  tell  me  nnt  the  meaning  of  the 
poM  new-  the  palace,  where  the  fiahea  are 
at  bat  eoloun?  what  Ihi*  eaatle  ii  ?  how 
70a  cane  to  be  here?  and  wliy  you  are 
ahMt.* 

laMcsd  of  anawering  theae  queationt, 
the  younf  man  began  tn  weep  bitterly. 
How  ineoaatanl  t«  liirlunc!  rried  hei  ahe 
tdM*  plcaaurr  in  pull  down  Ihoae  ilie  had 
rawMl  up.  Wliere  are  they  who  enjoy 
Qvietty  the  happinraa  wliicli  they  hold  of 
far,  and  whoae  day  it  alwaya  clear  and 

The  fuhan,  moveil  a 
«e  him  in  that  condi 
fcnhwith  to  tell  him  ih 
•naive  grief.  AUi !  my  lord,  repliea  the 
fOUBir  nan,  how  n  il  pnanlble  but  1  should 
■tirvc,  aad  mv  eyea  be  inexbauitible  fbtin- 
Um  of  tear* .'  At  tbme  worda^  lifting  up 
IJIgoww.  he  Stewed  the  niltan  thai  be  wa« 
m  ■■■  only  from  the  bead  to  the  girdle, 
Ud  that  the  otlier  half  of  hi*  hoJr  waa 
bkek  marUe.  Here  Scheherazade  broke 
«C  and  told  the  iultan  that  day  appeared. 

Schahriar  waa  ao  much  charmed  with 
th*  Mory,  and  becane  ao  mueh  in  knre 
vMh  SdHhrnndt,  that  hi  iMolMd  to  tM  I 


lenf  hia 


ber  five  a  moDtb.  Us  me,  bowerer,  m 
uaual,  without  acquainting  her  with  hJg 
reaolutioB. 


TWENTY 4CCOND  NIOHT. 

DivAuina  waa  ao  impatient  to  hear  oat 
'-'  itory,  that  she  called  ber  nater  nen 
mine  aoooer  than  uaunL  and  aaid  to 
,  aiKter.  pray  cootiout  lAe  wonderAd 
atory  vou  Mgan,  but  oould  not  make  an 
end  of  yealeraay  mominf .  I  agree  to  1^ 
repliea  theaultaneaa;  hearken,  then: 

You  may  eaaily  ImagiDe,  continued  ahe, 
that  the  aulUD  waa  atranrely  aurptiaed, 
when  he  saw  the  drplonMe  condition  oj 
the  young  nian.  That  which  ^ou  sliow 
me,  sa)-s  he,  while  it  fill*  me  with  horror, 
excites  my  curiosity,  tn  that  I  am  impatient 
tn  hear  your  liistury,  which,  do  doubt,  is 
very  extraordinan-,  and  I  am  perauaded 
thai  tlie  pood  and  the  fialiea  nuke  aoma 
pan  of  It ;  thrrelbre  I  conjure  ynu  to  teS 
It  me ;  you  will  find  some  cntnlbrt  in  i^ 
since  it  la  certain,  thai  unfortunate  peopit 
will  Gnd  tome  son  of  eaae  in  telliag  thdr 
mislurtUDea.  I  will  not  refuse  you  tht*  aa- 
tMfactiod,  repliea  the  youog  man,  though 
1  cannot  do  it  without  renewing  my  grie£ 
But  I  give  you  notice  belbtehand,  to  pre- 
pare yuur  ears,  your  mind,  and  even  your 
eyes,  li>r  thinn  which  surpass  all  lliat  the 
moat  estraordiaary  imagioation  can  eoct- 


ImUm. 

You  muni  know,  my  lord,  continued  he, 
that  my  father,  who  was  called  Halunoudt 
waa  king  of  this  country.  This  ia  tha 
kingdom  of  the  Black  Idles,  which  take*  tta 
name  from  tlie  liHir  little  nei^bouring 
mouotalns;  kr  thine  mountauit  wen 
fiirmerlv  isles :  the  capital,  where  the  kinf 
my  Eallier  had  his  rniilence,  waa  when 
that  pond  you  now  aee  is.  The  sequel  ol 
my  fiwiory  will  iolnnn  you  of  all  ihoM 
changes. 

The  king  my  fatlier  dird  when  be  wma 
aeventy  yi-ara  of  are  ;  I  had  no  anoner 
succeeded  him,  but  1  married,  and  the  buly 
I  chiae  to  slisre  the  roval  dignity  with  me, 

ginabje  to  be  satiifird  in  her  kive  to  me; 
and,  liir  my  part,  I  had  an  much  tender- 
ness for  lier.  tlisi  nnthing  waa  compare 
Ue  to  tlie  giHDd  linden  landing  betwixt  uo, 
which  Unled  fivf  years,  at  the  end  of  which 
time  I  perceived  the  (|ueeD,  my  cowan,  bad 
DO  more  delielil  in  roc 

One  day,  while  she  was  at  the  bath,  I 
found  myaelf  inclined  to  sleep  after  dinner, 
and  lay  down  upon  a  sola.  Two  oC  her 
kdiea,  who  wen  then  in  my  chamber, 
cuneud  aUdowB,  oaeat  Dvbaai,  uu 
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Oe  Qthn-  It  m7  feet,  with  f&aa  in  their 
baJidB,  to  moderate  the  heat,  and  to  hin- 
dCT  the  flies  from  troubling  me  in  my  sleep. 
They  thought  I  was  fast,  and  spoke  very 
low;  but  Ion!;  shut  ray  eyes,  and  heard 
«very  word  they  said. 

One  of  them  aays  to  ihe  other,  Is  not  the 
<|Xieen  much  in  the  wron;.  not  to  love 
•uch  an  amiable  prinM  as  thia^  Certain- 
ly, replies  the  other ;  for  my  part,  I  do  not 
understand  it;  and  I  know  not  why  she 
goes  out  every  night,  and  teaves  him 
klone  t  Is  it  posrable  that  he  does  not  per- 
ceive it!  AUs!  says  the  first,  how  would 
you  have  him  perceive  it?  She  mixes  eve- 
ry evening  in  his  drink,  the  juice  of  s  cer- 
tain herb,  which  makes  him  sleep  so  sound 
all  nisht,  that  she  has  time  to  go  where 
•he  pleases;  and  as  day  begins  In  appenr, 
ahe  comes  and  lies  down  fay  him  eeain, 
and  wakes  him  by  the  smell  of  something 
•he  puts  imder  his  nose. 

¥ou  may  guess,  my  lord,  how  much  1 
was  surprised  at  this  ronversation,  snd 
with  what  senlimentH  it  inspired  me ;  yet, 
whatever  emotions  it  eicited  in  me.  I  hod 
command  enough  over  mj-self  to  disHcm- 
ble,  and  feigned  to  awake  without  having 
heard  one  word  of  it. 

The  queen  returned  fmm  the  bath,  we 
aupped  logetlicr,  and  before  we  went  tn 
bed,  she,  with  her  otva  hand,  presented  me 
with  a  cup  full  nf  such  water  as  I  was  ac- 
eiiBlomed  tu  drink :  but  instead  of  putting 
it  into  my  mouth,  I  went  to  a  window  tliat 
was  open,  and  threw  nut  the  water  so 
quickly,  that  she  did  not  perceive  it,  and  I 
put  the  cup  aenin  into  her  hands,  to  per- 
suade her  that  i  had  drank  iL 

We  went  tn  bnl  together,  and  soon  af- 
ter, believing  that  [  was  aiieep,  though  I 
was  not,  she  girt  up  with  no  littie  precau- 
tion, thstshesaid  Nnk>ud  thnt  Inmkl  hear 
tl  distinctly.  Sleep,  and  may  vou  aerer 
wake  agnin^  She  dressed  he rsdf  speedily, 
and  went  out  of  the  ehambn'.     Aa  Sche- 


herazade an^e  these  words,  she  nw  ilsj 
appear,  and  stopped. 

Dinarzede  bad  heard  her  aister  with  ft 
great  deal  of  pleasure,  and  Schahrimr 
thought  the  history  of  the  king  of  the 
Black  Isles  so  worthy  of  his  curiodtir,  that 
be  rcMe  up  iiiU  of  impatience  for  the  mt 
ofit. 


■THIRD  NIGHT. 

Am  hour  beRire  dav,  Dinarsade  beinc 
ftwake,  &iled  not  to  call  upon  tlje  lultaDea^ 
and  Mid,  Pray,  dear  sister,  go  on  »ith  the 
history  of  the  young  king  ofthe  four  Black 
Islands;  Scheherazade,  calling  to  mind 
wliere  the  had  leil  olf,  reaumea  tha  story 
thus: 

As  soon  as  the  queen  mv  nife  went  oul, 
continued  the  king  of  the  Blnck  Islands,  I 
frot  up,  dressed  me  in  lisFie,  took  my  scii)^ 
itar,  and  folkiweil  her  so  (|uick,  that  Isooa 
heard  the  sound  uf  her  feel  before  me,  and 
tlicn  walked  soHly  aHer  her,  for  fear  ofbc- 
ine  lieanl.  She  pnxsnl  tlirough  sevenl 
gstefi,  which  opi'ni'd  upon  her  pmnonn- 
cingBomeniBKical  wonlN;  and  (he  Inst  •! 
opened  was  ItisI  of  tl 
entered.  I  stn|ipi'd  t 
might  not  p<'rr<'ive  nir  as  tine  eraaaca  a 
plat,  and  hxtking  aHer  lier  aa  tar  as  the 
darkneasoflhc  niglil  piTniitlpd,  I  perceived 
that  she  entered  a  little  wi-kI,  whnw  walka 


I  slippitic  ix 
rwalk.  In 


hind  the  pallisades  of  a  kins'  n 
her  walking  there  with  a  man. 

I  was  very  attentive  lo  Ihi'ir  diaoaurai^ 
and  beard  tier  say  IhuM  to  hrrmllant:  1 
do  not  deserve  to  be  uphraiiled  by  jtni  ibi 
want  nf  diligence;  ymi  know  very  wcL 
what  hinders  me :  but  if  all  the  tokens  ol 
tove  that  I  havealrenily  iriven  you,  be  not 
enough,  I  am  ready  to  give  you  greater; 
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%  I  will,  if  joa  denre  it,  befi>re  nin- 
%  ehftnge  thisjrreateity,  and  this  fine 

c,  into  fri^tful  ruins,  which  shall  be 

uUwbitad  ^  nothinf  but  wolves,  owls,  and 
rmvens.  Ifyou  wish  me  to  transport  aU 
the  itoMs  of  those  walls  so  solidly  built, 
beyond  mount  Caucasus,  and  out  of  the 
bonds  of  the  habiUble  world,  soeak  but 
the  word,  and  all  those  places  shall  undcr^ 
fo  a  chanir^. 

As  the  queen  finished  these  words,  her 
gallant  and  she  came  to  the  end  of  tlic 
walk,  tufned  to  enter  anotlicr,  and  passed 
beibre  me.  I  had  akeady  drawn  niy  sci- 
mitar, and  her  f^lant  fcieini^  next  ine,  I 
•track  him  in  the  neck,  and  made  him  fall 
ta  the  ground.  I  tliougtit  I  had  killed  him, 
•ad  therefore  retired  speedily,  witlniut 
y— inay  m>'self  known  to  the  ({ucen,  whom 
I  ehnae  lo  spare  because  she  was  my  kins- 


The  bkiw  I  hsd  given  her  pliant  was 
il :  but  she  preserved  his  life  hy  the 
9«  other  enchantments :  in  such  a  man- 
a«^i,  however,  that  he  could  not  be  said  to 
be  either  dead  or  alive.    As  I  cros.<M'd  the 

Srden,  to  return  to  the  palace,  1  heard 
i  queen  cry  out  lamentaoly ;  ami  judg- 
ing by  that  how  much  she  u'tis  grieved,  1 
was  pleased  that  I  had  spared  her  life. 

Wtien  I  returned  to  lirr  a|)artment^  I 
went  to  bed,  and  hcMng  RatisHi'd  with  hav- 
ing puni^ed  the  \'illain  that  did  nic  the  in- 
jury, I  went  to  Klf-ep :  and  when  1  awaked 
imt  morning,  found  the  queen  lying  by 


••  Scheherazade  was  obliged  to  sthp 
here  because  shr*  kuw  day. 

O,  heaven !  sintt^r,  says  Dinantade,  how 
it  troubles  me  that  you  can  say  no  more. 
Sister,  replies  the  sultanf*wi,  vou  ouj^ht  to 
have  awaked  ino  mon*  early,  it  in  your 
^olL  I  will  msk(*  amende  next  ni?ht,  re- 
phet  Dinancadr,  for  1  doubt  not  but  the 
nritan  will  be  nn  willing  tn  hear  out  the 
•tfinr  as  I  sm ;  anil  I  hope  he  will  he  so 
gooil  at  to  let  you  li\'e  one  day  more. 


TWENTV-FoniTII  .NIGHT. 

DisfAazADB  wa-i  artuilly  n«  s^vmI  m  her 
She  ealletl  thr  Mullanr'«i  vrry  rarly, 
•ayinjr.  Dear  sistiT,  tf  vo<i  In*  not  anlcrp, 
pray  finish  the  azrcfaW  hi«»tory  of  the 
unr of  th^  Black  filt^^;  |  ntn  n*aily  t)  die 
with  impatienrc*  to  know  how  h«*  mine  to 
be  ehn need  into  mirbti*.  Vou  sh:ill  hrar 
it,  replies  Seheheni7.ad«»,  Ifthe^iltMn  wiU 
give  me  leave. 

I  iiMinil  the  fiutvn  IvJnir  hy  in^,  »;iy«  the 
king  of  the  Bisck  N:in-U:  f  cannot  t»*ll 
ytMi  whether  she  skpt  or  not ;  hut  f  ?ot  up 
irithfiQt  making  any  nnitt\  and  n^^nt  to  my 
claaet,  where  1  made  an  end  of  dressin? 
■lyaenl  I  afterwards  went  and  h^Id  my 
and  at  nnr  return,  the  4|iieen,  dad 


in  mooniittg,  her  hair  hanging  about  her 
eytB,  and  part  of  it  torn  ofiTpresented  her* 
self  beliire  me,  and  said :  Sir,  I  come  to 
beg  your  majesty  not  to  be  surprised  to 
see  me  in  this  condition ;  three  afflicting 
pieces  of  news,  I  have  just  now  received 
all  at  once,  are  the  cause  of  my  heavjr 
grief,  of  which  the  tokens  you  see  are  but 
very  faint  expressions.  Alas !  what  is  that 
news,  madam,  said  I.  The  death  of  the 
oueen,  my  dear  mother,  nnswere<l  she| 
that  of  tlie  king,  my  father.  kilk*d  in  battle; 
and  that  of  one  of  my  brothers,  who  is  also 
fallen  down  a  nrecipW. 

1  was  not  ill  pleased  that  she  made  me 
of  this  pretext  to  hide  the  true  cause  of  her 
grief,  and  I  thfni?ht  she  had  not  suspected 
me  of  having  killeil  her  gallant.  Madam, 
says  I,  I  am  so  far  from  blaming  your 
grief,  that  I  assure  you,  I  take  my  share  in 
It.  I  should  very  much  wonder  if  y<m 
were  insensible  of  so  great  a  ksvi :  mourn 
on ;  your  tears  are  so  many  proofs  of  your 
ffood  nature;  I  hope,  however,  that  time, 
and  reason  will  mo<lerate  your  grief. 

She  retire<l  into  her  apartment,  where 
giving  herself  wholly  up  to  sorrow,  fhie 
Kpent  a  wliole  year  in  mouniing,  and  afRiel- 
ing  herself.  At  the  end  of  that  time,  she 
hegsT<l  leave  of  me  to  build  a  burying 
place  for  henietf,  witliin  the  bounds  of  the 
palace,  where  shr  would  continue,  she 
told  me,  to  the  end  of  her  days;  I  sfrreed 
to  it,  am]  she  built  a  statelv  {xilace,  with  a 
cupola,  that  may  be  seen  fmrn  hence,  and 
she  rallrd  it  the  Palace  of  Tears.  When 
it  was  Hnishpd,  she  caused  her  gallant  to 
be  hroiurht  thith<*r,  from  the  place  whither 
she  had  caused  him  to  be  carrieil  the  same 
nigfit  that  I  wounde4l  him ;  she  had  hin- 
dered his  dvinff,  by  a  drink  she  ga^T  him, 
and  rarrie(!  in  him  herself  every  day  after 
Iw  came  to  tlie  Palace  of  Tears. 

Yft,  witli  all  her  enchantment^,  she 
c^Mild  not  cun*  the  wretch ;  he  was  not  on- 
ly unat>le  to  walk  and  to  help  hinis(*lf,  but 
had  also  lost  the  ti^of  hi**  six-ech.  and 
imve  no  ni^n  of  lifi*,  hut  by  his  fooks. 
Though  the  rpieen  had  no  other  consola- 
tion hut  to  see  him,  and  to  sav  to  him  aO 
ttiat  Iht  f<N>li.sli  pawtinn  could  inspire^  yet 
every  »lav  ihe  made  him  two  Ion«r  visitfc 
I  w;iM  viTV  well  iiifi)rmed  of  all  this,  but 
pn'tended  lo  know  nothin?  of  it. 

One  dav  I  vrvnt  out  of  curiosity  to  the 
Palace  of  Tear*,^  to  sih»  how  the  pnncesa 
employi'd  herwlf;  and  grung  to  a  place 
whrn*  nUv  could  not  see  me,  I  hearn  her 
Mftenk  thus  to  her  gallant:  I  am  afflk^ted 
t*>  the  liifrh(*Mt  ileirreir  to  s«'e  you  in  thia 
condition;  I  am  as  sensible  as  yourself  c4^ 
the  tormentinif  pain  vou  endurr ;  but,  dear 
soul,  f  a  1  way 4  sfieaK  to  you,  and  you  do 
not  answer  me ;  How  kmg  will  vrxi  be 
sik'nt  Speak  onJy  one  word:  Aba!  the 
sweetest  momenta  of  my  life  are  these  f 
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ipend  here  in  partaldnff  of  your  grief.  I 
etnnot  live  at  a  distatice  from  you,  and 
would  prefer  the  pleasure  of  always  seeing 
you,  to  the  empire  of  the  universe. 

At  thc«e  words,  which  were  several 
times  interrupted  by  her  sighs  and  sobs,  I 
lost  all  patience;  and  diRcovering  myself, 
earoe  up  to  her  and  said,  Madam,  you 
have  mourned  enough/  it  is  time  to  give 
over  lY^  sorrow,  which  dishonours  us 
both ;  you  have  too  much  forgoiien  what 
you  owe  to  me  and  to  yourself.  Sir,  said 
•he,  if  you  have  any  kindness  or  complais- 
ance lefl  for  me,  I  beseech  you  to  put  no 
restraint  upon  me ;  allow  me  to  ^ve  m}^- 
■elf  up  to  mortal  gnef,  which  it  is  unpoesi- 
Ue  for  time  to  lenen. 

When  I  saw  that  my  discourse,  instead 
of  bringing  her  to  her  duty,  served  only  to 
increase  her  rage,  I  gave  over  and  retired. 
She  continued  every  day  to  visit  her  gal- 
lant, and  for  two  whole  years  gave  her- 
aelf  up  to  excessive  ^rief. 

1  went  a  second  tune  to  the  Palace  of 
Tears,  while  she  was  there.  I  hid  myself 
again,  and  heard  her  speak  thus  to  her 
gaUant:  It  is  now  three  years  since  you 
■poke  one  word  to  me ;  you  return  no  an- 
swer to  the  expressions  of  k>ve  I  give  you 
by  mj^  discourse  and  groans.  Is  it  from, 
insensibility,  or  contempt  ?  O,  tomb !  hast 
thou  abated  that  excessive  love  he  had  for 
me?  Hast  thou  shut  those  eyes  that  show- 
ed me  so  much  love,  and  were  all  my  joy  ? 
No.  no.  I  believe  nothing  of  it.  Telf  me 
ratnor,  Dy  what  miracle  thou  becamest  the 
depository  of  the  rarest  treasure  that  ever 
was  in  the  world. 

I  must  confess,  my  lord,  I  was  enraged 
at  tliese  words ;  for,  in  short,  this  gallant 
so  much  doted  upon,  this  adored  mortal, 
was  not  such  a  one  as  you  would  imagine 
him  to  have  been.  He  was  a  black  Indian, 
a  native  of  that  country.  I  sny,  I  was  so 
enniged  at  that  discourse,  that  1  discover- 
ed mjTself  all  of  a  sudden,  and  addressing 
the  toti^  in  my  turn :  0,  tomb !  cried  1, 
why  dost  not  thou  swallow  up  that  mon- 
ster in  nature,  or  rather,  why  dost  not  thou 
■wallow  up  the  gallant  and  his  mistress  ? 

I  had  scarce  finished  these  words,  when 
the  queen,  who  sat  by  the  Mack,  rose  up 
like  a  fury.  Cruel  man !  said  she,  thou  art 
the  cause  of  my  CTief ;  do  not  you  think 
that  I  know  it  ?  I  have  dissembled  it  but 
too  long; , it  is  thy  barbarous  hand  vrUkh 
hath  broiQrht  the  object  of  my  \ove  into 
this  lamentable  condition ;  and  you  are  so 
hard-hearted  as  to  come  and  insult  a  de- 
■pairing  lover.  Yes,  said  I,  in  a  rage,  it 
was  I  who  chastised  that  monster,  accord- 
ing to  his  desert ;  I  ought  to  have  treated 
thee  in  the  same  manner :  I  repent  now 
that  I  did  not  do  it ;  thou  hast  abused  my 
goodness  too  long.  As  I  spoke  these 
words,  I  drew  out  my  scimitar,  and  lifted 


up  my  hand  to  punish  her ;  bat  ahe,  stead- 
fastly behokling  me,  said,  with  a  jeering 
smile.  Moderate  thy  anger.  At  the  same 
time,  she  pronounced  words  I  did  not  un- 
derstand ;  and  aflerwards  added,  By  vifw 
tue  of  my  enchantments,  I  coknmand  thee 
immediately  to  become  half  marble  and 
half  man.  Immediatelv,  mv  kxtl,  I  becama 
such  as  you  see  me  aireaoy,  a  dead  man 
among  the  living,  and  a  living  man  among 
the  d^.  Here  Scheherazade,  perceiving 
day.  broke  off  her  story. 

Upon  which  Dinarzade  sa)r8,  l>ear  ■!•• 
ter,  I  am  extremely  obliged  to  the  sultan  x 
it  is  to  his  goodness  I  owe  tlie  extraordina- 
ry  pleasure  I  have  in  your  stories.  My 
sister,  replies  the  sultaness,  if  the  sultan 
will  be  so  good  as  to  suffer  me  to  live  tUI 
to-morrow,  I  shall  tell  you  a  thing  that  will 
affi>rd  ss  much  satisfaction  as  anv  thing 
vou  have  yet  heard.  Thou|[h  Schahriar 
had  not  resolved  to  defer  the  death  of 
Scheherazade  a  month  longer,  be  eoold 
not  have  ordered  her  to  be  put  to  death 
that  day. 


TWENTY-HFTH  NIGHT. 

TowAmos  the  end  of  the  night.  Dinar* 
zade  cried,  Sister,  if  I  do  not  trespass  too 
much  upon  your  complaisance,  I  would 
pray  you  to  finish  the  history  of  the  kin|[  of 
the  Black  Islands.  Scheherazade  havuif 
awaked  upon  her  sister's  call,  prepared  la 
give  her  the  satisfaction  she  required,  and 
began  thus : 

The  king^  half  marble  and  half  maiit 
continued  his  history  to  the  sultan  thus: 
Afler  this  cruel  magician,  unworthy  of  the 
name  of  a  queen,  had  metamorphosed  ma 
thus,  and  brought  me  into  this  hall,  by  an 
other  enchantment  she  destroyed  my  cap- 
ital, which  was  very  flourishing,  and  fldl  ol 
people;  she  abobshed  the  houses,  tha 
public  places  and  markets,  and  reduced  it 
to  the  pond  and  desert  neld,  which  yoa 
may  have  seen :  the  fishes  of  four  colours 
in  the  pond  are  the  four  sorts  of  people,  ot 
different  religions,  who  inhabited  the  plsuw. 
The  white  are  the  Mussulmen ;  the  red, 
the  Persians,  who  worshipped  the  fire; 
the  blue,  the  Christians ;  and  the  yeUow, 
the  Jews.  The  four  little  hills  were  tha 
four  islands  that  irave  name  to  this  king- 
dom. I  learned  all  this  from  the  magiciant 
who,  to  add  to  mv  affliction,  told  me  with 
her  own  mouth  those  efiects  of  her  rage. 
But  this  is  not  all :  her  revenue  was  nol 
satisfied  with  the  destruction  of  my  domi- 
nions, and  the  metamorphosis  of  my  per- 
son ;  she  comes  every  oay,  and  gives  me 
over  my  naked  shoulders  a  hundred  blown 
with  an  ox-pizzle,  which  makes  me  all 
over  bk)od :  and  when  she  has  done,  co- 
vers me  with  a  ooaiaeetuffoffoat'abair 
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After  thi*  part  of  the  diaccunr,  the 
^lonc  kinr  could  not  withhold  hia  te*r« ; 
mmA  me  (ulun's  heart  was  m>  pierced  with 
the  idation,  that  be  coutd  not  apeak  one 
word  to  comlbrt  him.  A  little  time  aner, 
Ae  Jiruag  kin^,  lilUrt^  up  his  eye«  to  hea* 
TCB,   cried  oiit,   "  Atlfhly  Creator  of  ali 


it  ■  thjt  will  i[  abould  be  ao ;  but  I  hope 
tfnri^nile  goodneaa  will  reward  me  for  n. 
Tht  fultan  beinx  much  moved  by  the 
neiUl  oTaoilrann  a  atnry,  and  animated 
toarawe  thia  unlortunate  priaee,  aayi  to 
llB,  1«1  me  wliilber  thia  perfidiou*  ma- 
gicMB  retiics,  Btid  where  may  be  her  un- 
OTrthj  nUant,  who  ta  buried  before  hii 
dnih.  My  \ari,  replim  the  orince,  her 
nlmL  ai  I  haw  alreadr  lotd  you,  ia  in 
3ke  Palace  oTTean,  in  a  handnme  lurob 
m  fana  of  a  dome,  aod  that  palace  }oina  to 
thja  eaalle  on  the  aide  of  ttie  rate.  Aa  to 
tte  nafieiaD,  I  eanaot  preciaelj  tell  wht- 
Otrt  riw  reliiea,  but  every  day  at  lun-ria- 
\Kf  rite  foea  to  aee  her  gallant,  aAer  har- 
li(  ORCUted  her  bloody  reoKeaiice  upon 
BW,  aa  I  ban  Inid  you ;  aad  you  aee  I  am 
•M  ia  a  coadition  to  delend  myaelf  axiinat 
to  peat  a  cruelty.  She  earriea  him  the 
drink  with  which  abe  ha*  hitherto  pre- 
*mied  hia  dyinc,  and  alwaya  cotnplaina 
of  faaa  nerer  apeaVtnc  to  her  aince  be  was 


Ma  Merer  eacturh  be  lamented ! 
•■■  be  nan  aenmUy  touched  with  your 
— laliiiiiii  llmi  I  am;  never  did  auch  an 
•xtraordinary  tnialbrtune  be&l  any  man, 
•■4  thoaewhowrite  your  hiatory  wiDhare 
tti  advanbute  to  relate  aomething  that 
■vfMMi  al  that  hH  ever 
tm.  Thm 


aacvcT  vet 


which  ia  due  to  you,  and  I  will  omit  wh 
thin^  that  can  be  dune  to  procure  iL 

^V  hike  the  auttan  dbcouraed  upon  the 
aubject  witli  tlie  yuuiig  prince,  he  told  him 
who  he  waa,  and  for  what  end  he  entered 
the  caatle,  and  thought  on  a  wav  to  avenge 
him,  which  he  communicated  to  him. 
They  Bgieed  upon  the  meaaureM  they  wen 
to  take  foretfrctin^  thrirdeaigti,  but  dft- 
lerred  tlie  execution  nf  it  till  the  next  day. 
In  tlie  mean  time,  the  nif  ht  being  far  apenti 
the  auttan  tnok  some  rest;  but  the  poor 
young  prince  paaaetl  the  night  witrKmt 
■leep,  u  uaual,  having  never  alept  aiitee 
he  waa  enchanted;  but  conceived  aome 
hupea  of  being  apeedily  delivered  from  hie 

Next  momlng  the  aultan  got  up  before 
day,  and,  in  iirder  to  execute  hia  deaiga, 
he  hid  in  a  comer  hia  upper  ^nnent, 
which  would  have  encumbered  him,  ana 
went  to  the  Palace  oTTrara.  He  found  H 
enlightened  with  tn  infinite  number  of 
tjambeaus  of  white  wax,  and  a  delieiooa 
acent  iaaued  from  aeveral  hbxea  of  fine 
gold  of  admirabie  workmanship,  all  raa^  , 
ed  in  excellent  order.  Aa  anon  aa  he  aaw 
the  bed  where  the  Uack  lay,  he  drew  hie 
ictmitar,  killed  the  wretch  without  reaiel- 
ancc,  dragged  hia  corpae  into  the  eomt  of 
the  caatle,  and  thrrw  it  into  a  welL  After 
thia  be  went  and  lay  down  in  the  Uaekli 
bed,  took  hia  acimitar  with  him  under  the 
counterpane,  and  waited  there  to  cxeeaM 
hia  deaign- 

The  QiagiriaD  arrived  in  a  Irttlo  tiraii 
She  liral  went  into  tlie  chamber  when  Iwr 
huaband,  the  king  of  the  Black  Maadi^ 
waa,  atnpped  him,  and  beat  him  with  the 


, tahe 

^..,  ..  him ;  but  the  erad  woroaa  wooU 
Mgive  ovv  till  die  had  given  Jam  a 
heanrw  Uowi«    ■  ov  had  no  eeMpeMM 
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on  my  bven  baid  she,  and  you  are  to  ex- 
pect none  from  me.  Scheherazade,  per- 
ceiving day,  stopped,  and  could  go  no 
further. 

0,  heavens  1  says  Dinarzade,  sister,  this 
was  a  barbarous  enchantress  indeed !  but 
must  we  stop  here?  Will  3rou  not  tell  us 
whether  she  received  the  chastisement 
she  deserved  ?  My  dear  sister,  says  the 
sultaness,  I  desire  nothing  more  than  to 
acquaint  you  with  it  to-morrow ;  but  you 
know  that  depends  on  the  sultan's  pleasure. 
After  what  Schahriar  had  heard,  he  was 
far  from  any  design  to  put  Scheherazade 
to  death :  on  the  contrary,  he  said  to  him- 
self, I  wul  not  take  away  her  life  until  she 
has  finished  the  surprisuig  story,  though 
it  should  last  for  two  months.  It  will  al- 
ways be  in  my  power  to  keep  the  oath  I 
have  made. 


TWENTY-SIXTH  NIQHT. 

As  soon  as  Dinarzade  thought  it  time  to 
call  tlie  sultaness,  she  said  to  her.  How 
much  should  I  be  obliged  to  you,  dear  sis- 
ter, if  you  would  tell  us  what  passed  in  the 
Palace  of  Tears.  Schahriar  having  signi- 
fied that  he  was  as  curious  to  know  it  as 
Dinarzade.  tlie  sultaness  resumed  the 
story  of  tne  young  enchanted  prince  as 
follows: 

Sir,  afVer  the  enchantress  had  given  the 
king,  her  husband,  a  hundred  blows  with 
the  ox-pizzle,  she  put  on  again  his  cover- 
ing of  goat's  hair,  and  his  l)rocade  gown 
over  all.  She  went  aflerwards  to  the  Pa- 
lace of  Tears,  and  as  she  entered  the  same, 
she  renewed  her  tears  and  lamentations ; 
then  approaching  the  bed  where  she 
thought  ner  gallant  wask  What  cruelty, 
cries  s^e.  was  it  to  disturb  the  satisfaction 
of  so  tender  and  passionate  a  lover  as  I  am  ? 
O.  thou  who  reproachest  me  that  I  am  too 
inhuman,  when  I  make  thee  feel  the  eflects 
of  mv  resentment !  Cruel  prince  !  Does 
not  thy  barbarity  surpass  my  ven^ance? 
Ah,  traitor !  in  attempting  the  life  of  the 
object  which  I  adore,  hast  thou  not  rob- 
bed me  of  mine  ?  Alas !  says  she,  address- 
ing herself  to  the  sultan,  while  she  thou^rht 
SM  vgoke  to  the  black,  my  sun,  my  kfe ! 
will  you  alwajTS  be  silent?  Are  you  re- 
solved to  let  me  die,  without  giving  me  the 
oomfortof  telling  me  that  you  love  me? 
My  soul,  speak  one  word  to  me,  at  least, 
1  conjure  you. 

The  sultan,  making  as  if  he  had  awaked 
out  of  a  deep  sleep,  and  counterfeiting  the 
tenguage  of  the  blacks,  answered  the 
queen  with  a  grave  tone,  **  There  is  no 
stten|[th  or  power  but  in  God  alone,  who 
ii  alimgfaty.  At  these  words  the  enchant- 
nm^  who  did  not  expect  them,  gave  a 
CvMt  ibmit,  to  agaiQr  her  cxeeMm  Josr. 


My  dear  lord,  cried  slie,  do  not  I  deceive 
myself?  Is  it  certain  that  1  hear  you,  and 
tliat  you  speak  to  me  ?  Unhappy  wretch! 
said  tlie  sultan,  art  thou  worthv  that  I 
should  answer  thy  discourse  ?  Alas  I  re- 
plies the  queen,  why  do  you  reproach  me 
thus?  The  cries,  replied  he,  tlie  groans 
and  tears  of  tliy  husband,  whom  thou 
treatest  every  dny  with  so  much  indignity 
and  barbarity,  hinder  me  from  sleeping 
night  and  day.  I  should  have  been  curea 
long  ago,  and  have  recovered  the  use  of 
my  speech,  hadst  thou  disenchanted  him. 
Tiiat  is  tlie  cause  of  my  silence,  which 
you  complain  of.  Very  well,  says  the  en- 
chantress ;  to  pacify  you,  I  am  ready  to  do 
what  you  will  command  me :  would  you 
have  me  restore  him  as  he  was?  Yes,  re- 
plies the  sultan ;  make  haste  to  set  him  at 
iberty,  that  I  be  no  more  disturbed  with 
lis  cries.    • 

The  enchantress  went  immediately  out 
of  the  Palace  of  Tears :  she  took  a  cup  of 
water,  and  pronounced  words  over  it, 
which  caused  it  to  boil,  as  if  it  had  been  oo 
the  fire.  She  went  afterwards  to  the  hall 
to  the  young  king,  her  husband,  and  threw 
the  water  upon  hini,  saying,  "  If  the  Cie* 
atorof  all  things  did  form  thee  so  as  thou 
art  at  present,  or  if  he  be  angry  witli  ihee^ 
do  not  change :  but  if  tliou  art  in  that  con- 
dition merely  by  virtue  of  my  enchant- 
ments, resume  thy  natural  shape,  and  be- 
come what  tliou  wast  before.  She  had 
scarce  spoken  these  words,  when  tht 
prince,  finding  himself  restored  to  his  for 
mer  conditk>n,  rose  up  freely,  with  all  im 
aginable  joy,  and  returned  thanks  to  God 
The  enchantress  then  said  to  him.  Get 
thee  gone  from  this  castle,  and  never  le- 
turn  nere  on  pain  of  death !  The  jroung 
king,  yielding  to  necessity,  went  away  from 
the  encliantress,  without  replying  a  wordt 
and  retired  to  a  remote  place,  where  Imp 
ptatiently  awaited  the  success  of  the  ds 
sign  which  the  sultan  had  so  happily  be 
gun.  Meanwhile  the  enchantress  return 
ed  to  the  Palace  of  Tears :  and,  supposing 
that  she  still  spoke  to  tlie  black,  says.  Dear 
lover,  I  have  done  what  you  ordered ;  let 
notliing  now  hinder  you  from  giving  me 
that  satisfaction  of  which  I  have  been  de- 
prived so  k)ng. 

The  sultan  continued  to  counterfeit  the 
language  of  the  blacks:  That  which  you 
have  just  now  done,  said  he,  is  not  suffi- 
cient to  my  cure.  You  have  only  eased  me 
of  part  of  my  disease ;  you  must  cut  it  up 
by  the  roots.  My  bvely  black,  replies  she, 
what  do  you  mean  by  the  roots  ?  Unfiii^ 
tunate  womam  replies  the  sultan,  do  not 
you  understand  that  I  mean  the  town,  and 
Its  inhabitanti,  and  the  four  ishmds,  which 
thou  hast  destrojred  by  thy  enchantments? 
The  fishes  every  nimt  at  midnight  nkm 
their  heads  out  of  the  pond,  tMl  cry  te 
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Tengeance  ajg:aiiist  thee  and  me.  This  is 
the  true  cauHe  of  the  delay  of  my  cure.  Go 
speedily,  restore  tilings  as  tliey  were,  and 
at  tliy  return  I  vu*  /ive  tlice  my  hand,  and 
thou  shalt  help  nie  tti  rise. 

The  enchantress,  filled  with  hopes  from 
these  words,  cried  out  in  a  transport  of 
joy.  My  heart  1  ray  soul !  you  shiill  soon 
be  restored  to  your  health,  lor  I  will  imme- 
diately do  what  you  command  me.  Accord- 
ingly she  went  tliat  nMimcnt ;  and  when 
she  came  to  tlie  brink  of  the  pond,  she 
took  a  little  water  in  her  hand,  and  sprink- 

linff  it Here  Scheherazaae  saw  day, 

and  stopped. 

Dinarzade  says  to  tlie  sultancss.  Sister, 
I  am  much  rejoiced  to  hear  that  the  young 
king  of  tlie  four  Black  Islands  was  disen- 
chanted, and  I  already  consider  the  town 
and  the  inhabitants  as  restored  to  their 
Rirmer  state;  but  I  long  to  know  wliat 
will  become  of  the  enchantress.  Have  a 
little  patience,  re()lie8  the  sultaness ;  you 
shall  nave  the  satisfaction  you  desire  to- 
morrow, if  the  sultan,  my  lord,  will  consent 
10  it.  Schahriar,  having  resolved  on  this 
already,  as  was  said  betore,  rose  up,  ami 
went  about  his  business. 


TWENTY-SEVENTH  NIGHT. 

At  the  usual  hour,  Dinarzade  called  up- 
on the  sultaness  thus:  Dear  sister,  pray 
tell  us  what  was  the  fate  of  the  magician 
Queen,  as  you  proinisiHl  us.  Upon  which 
Scheherazade  went  on  thus:  The  en- 
chantress had  no  sooner  sprinkled  the  wa- 
ter, and  pnmounc^d  some  words  over  the 
fishes  and  the  pond,  but  the  city  was  im- 
mediately restored.  The  fishes  became 
men,  women,  and  children :  Mahometans, 
Christians,  Persians,  or  Jews ;  freemen  or 
slaves,  as  they  were  In* lore:  every  one 
having  recoveml  their  tin  rural  fi»rm.  The 
houses  and  shops  were  immedintely  filled 
with  their  inhahitHiitH,  who  found  all 
things  as  they  wen*  U'Jore  the  enchant- 
ment The  sultanas  niinicrous  retinue, 
who  found  thein'«(-Iv(*s  encaniped  in  the 
largest  square,  were  nstonished  to  see 
themselves  in  an  instant  in  the  middle  of  a 
larse,  handsome,  well-peopled  city. 

To  return  to  the  enchantress :  as  soon  as 
she  had  effected  this  wonderful  chan^, 
■he  returned  with  all  diligence  to  the  Pa- 
lace of  Tears,  tliat  she^might  reap  the 
fruits  of  it.  My  dear  lord,  cried  she,  as 
•he  entered,  I  come  to  rejoice  with  vou  for 
the  return  of  your  health.  I  have  clone  all 
that  you  required  of  me ;  then  pray  rise, 
and  give  me  your  hand.  Come  near,  said 
the  ndtan,  still  counterfeiting  the  language 
if  the  blacks.  She  did  so.  You  are  not 
r  eDough,  replied  he;  come  nearer. 
,  obevecL  Then  he  rose  up.  and  seised 
bj  tho  arm  so  suddenly,  that  ahe  had 
d2  i 


not  time  to  discover  who  it  was,  and  with 
a  bk)w  of  his  scimitar  cut  her  in  two,  so 
that  one  half  fell  one  way  and  the  other 
anotlier.  This  done,  he  let\  the  carcass 
upon  the  place ;  and  going  out  of  the  Pa- 
lace of  Tears,  he  went  to  seek  the  young 
king  of  the  Black  Isles,  who  waited  for 
him  with  great  impatience ;  and  when  he 
fimnd  him,  Prince,  said  he,  embracing  him, 
rejoice;  vou  have  notliing  to  fear  now, 
your  cruel  enemy  is  dead. 

The  young  prince  returned  thanks  to 
the  sultan  in  such  a  manner  as  shewed 
that  he  was  thoroughly  sensihle  of^  the 
kindness  that  he  had  done  him,  and  in  re- 
turn, wished  him  a  long  life  and  all  happi- 
ness. You  may  hencefctrward,  said  the 
sultan,  dwell  peaceably  in  your  capital, 
except  you  will  go  to  mine,  which  is  so 
near,  where  you  shall  Ixi  very  welcome, 
and  have  as  much  honour  and  respect 
shewn  you  as  if  you  were  at  home.  Po- 
tent monarch,  to  whom  I  am  so  much  in- 
debted, replied  the  king,  you  think,  then, 
that  you  are  verj*  near  your  capital  ?  Yes, 
said  the  sultan,  I  know  it ;  it  is  not  above 
four  or  five  hours'  ioumey.  It  wiF.  take 
you  a  whole  years  journey,  said  the 
prince.  I  do  believe,  indeed^  that  you 
came  hither  fmm  your  capital  in  the  time 
you  spoke  of,  because  mine  was  enchant- 
ed;  but  since  the  enchantment  is  taken  oflf, 
things  are  changed  :  howe\Tr,  this  shah 
not  prev«»nt  my  Following  you,  were  it  to 
the  utmost  corners  of  the  earth.  You  are 
my  deliverer ;  and  tliat  I  may  give  you 
proofs  of  my  acknowledging  this  dunng 
my  whole  lift*,  I  am  willing  to  accompany 
you,  and  to  leave  my  kingdom  without 
reffret. 

The  sultan  was  extremely  8urprise<]  to 
understand  that  he  was  so  far  from  his  do- 
minions, and  c/)uld  not  imagine  how  it 
could  be.  But  the  young  king  of  the  Black 
Isles  convinced  him  beyond  the  possibility 
of  doubt.  Then  the  sultan  replied.  It  » 
no  matttT,  the  trouble  of  returning  to  my 
own  country  is  sufficiently  recompensed 
by  the  satislaction  of^  having  obliged  you» 
and  by  acr]uiring  you  for  a  son :  for  since 
you  will  do  me  the  honour  to  accompany 
me,  as  I  have  no  child,  I  look  upon  you  as 
such;  and  fmm  this  moment  I  appoint 
you  my  heir  and  successor. 

This  discourse  between  the  suhan  and 
the  king  of  the  Black  Islands  concluded 
with  the  most  affectionate  embraces ;  af- 
ter which  the  young  prince  was  totally  ta- 
ken up  in  making  preparations^  for  his 
joumev,  which  were  finished  in  three 
weeks  time,  to  the  great  repet  oC  his 
court  and  subjects,  who  agreed  to  receive 
at  his  hande^one  of  his  nearest  kindred  for 
their  king. 

At  last  the  suhan  and  the  younr  prince 
began  their  Journey,  with  •  huDorrd  e»* 
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inds  Udeu  witli  ineetimabte  riches  from  the 
Ireamry  of  the  young  Idn^,  followed  by 
IWy  handsome  genltemen  on  horscbeck, 
iwrrectly  well  mounted  and  dressed.  I'hey 
had  a  verv  happy  joumey ;  and  when  tlie 
aiillBU,  who  had  sent  couriers  to  give  ad- 
vice uf  liig  delay,  and  of  tlie  adventure 
u-liicli  had  occasi[>ned  it,  canie  near  his 
upiul,  the  principal  officers  he  had  left 
tJiere  came  to  receive  him,  and  lo  assure 
liim  that  his  lone  absence  had  occasioned 
no  aileration  in  liis  empire.  The  inhsbi- 
lants  CRine  out  also  in  great  crowds,  re- 
ceiving him  with  acclamations,  and  made 
public  rejoicingrs  for  several  days. 

Next  day  after  his  arrival,  the  sultan 
(ave  all  his  rourticra  a  very  ample  ac- 
count of  tlie  events  which,  contrary  to  his 
expectation,  had  detained  liim  so  long. 
He  acquainted  them  with  liis  having 
adopted  tlie  king  of  tlie  four  Black  Islands, 
who  was  willing  to  leave  a  great  kingdom, 
to  accompany  and  live  with  him;  and,  in 
abort,  in  reward  of  their  kiyalty,  he  made 
each  of  them  presents  according  to  tbeir 

As  for  the  fisbennan,  as  he  was  the  first 
cause  of  the  deliverance  of  the  voung 
prince,  the  sultan  gave  him  a  plentilul  Ibr- 
tune,  whicb  made  tiim  and  liis  family  hap- 
py the  rest  nf  their  days. 

Here  Scheherazade  made  an  end  of  the 
^ry  of  the  Fisherman  and  the  Genie. 
Dinareade  signified  that  she  had  taken  a 
great  deal  of  pleasure  in  it;  and  Schahriar 
Eavii^  said  the  aame  thing,  die  sultaness 
told  them,  that  she  knetv  another  which 
was  much  finer,  and  if  tlie  suUnn  wookl 
five  her  leave,  she  would  tell  it  ihem  next 
morninf.  fur  day  began  to  apptar.  Schah- 
mr,  betfainking  himself  tlint  he  had  grant- 
mi  the  miltanos  ■  month's  i£prieve,  and 
being  curious  moreover  lo  know  if  this 
'  Twould  be  as  agreeable  aa  she 
L  |M  up,  with  a  denie  to  bear  it 


TWENTY.EIGHTH  SIGHT 
DiHiaxiDs,  according  to  custom,  did 
not  lt)rget  In  call  the  sultaness  when  it 
was  time.  Madam,  said  she,  I  know  not 
what  is  the  matter  with  me,  but  I  know 
very  well,  that  one  of  the  Btories  which 
you  tell  so  agreeahly  would  be  a  great  re- 
lief against  that  nielaiichi)lv  tvhich  eats 
nie  up.  Schelieras^ade,  without  answer- 
■      ■         -  ■.         "      rl, 

I  wing  sliiry : 

The  Story  <tf  lite  Three  Caiendan*  mhm 
of  Kian,  and  nf  the  Five  Ladiet  nf 

Sir,  said  she,  in  the  reign  of  Caliph  Ha- 
roun  Alraschid,  tlie  re  was  at  Bagdad,  the 
place  of  his  residence,  a  porter,  who,  not- 
withstanding his  mean  and  laiinriouB  bu 
siness,  was  a  fellow  of  wit  and  good  hu> 
mour.  One  momin?,  as  lie  was  at  the 
place  where  he  usually  plied,  with  a  great 


asket,  waiting  for  eropkiyment,  a  hatkd- 
some  young  lady,  covered  with  ■  erwt 
muslin  veil,  accosted  him,  and  said,  with  a 
pleasant  air.  Hark  ye.^ner,  lake  your 
basket,  and  follow  me.  The  porter,  charm- 
ed witli  those  few  words,  pronounced  in 
so  agreeable  a  manner,  took  his  basket 
immediately,  set  it  on  his  head,  and  fuUow- 
ed  the  lady,  saying,  0,  happy  day  1  0,  day 
of  good  luc^  1 

The  lady  stopped  presently  before  a  gate 
that  was  shut,  and  knocked :  a  Christian, 
with  a  veneraue  bng  white  beard,  open- 
ed the  gate,  and  she  put  money  into  his 
hand,  without  speaking  one  word:  but  tlie 
ChrisIiBn,  who  knew  what  she  wanted, 
went  in,  and  in  a  little  time  after  brought 
a  large  iue  of  excellent  wine.  Take  this 
jug,  said  the  lady  to  the  porter,  and  put  it 
m  your  basket.  This  being  done,  she  GAm- 
manded  him  to  foUowher;  aod  aa  riw 
went  ou,  the  porter  laid  still,  0,  hKppy 
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day !  th*is  is  a  day  or  afreeaUe  mirpriM  |  Um  rart  oTiL  And,  indeed,  Sehahriar  wai 
— ■'  =""'  -ofar  from  ordering  the  Bultaneaa  to  be 

)ut  to  death,  tliatne  longed  inipntiently 
i>r  next  night,  to  know  what  pasaed  in  tu 
fine  house. 


i,  Bweei  basil,  tli...,  .,__ 

iiUier  s<»m  iiftiowefn  ami 

feifrant  pli>nt#;  she  bnde  the  purler  put 
iM  into  liiH  basket,  nnd  follutv  her.  As  iilie 
W«nt  bv  a  butclirr'n  fitnll,  xhe  made  liim 
weigh  fier  Iweiilj-rive  pounds  of  ills  best 


e  apples,  ■oil  such  other  fruits ;  and  at 
iher  abe  bought  all  sorts  of  coHfection- 
Wben  tlie  porter  had  put  all  those 
ia»p  into  ht!>  basket,  and  perceived  that 
it  gnw  full,  My  ^ooJ  lady,  said  he,  you 
tMupit  to  have  given  me  notice  t)iat  you 
faad  so  much  pruvinion  to  cany,  and  then 
1  wnnU  have  gut  a  iiorse,  or  rather  a  ca- 
mel, to  have  carried  Iheni :  for  if  you  buy 
ever  au  little  more,  1  shall  not  be  able  to 
carry  iu  The  laJy  Liu^hed  at  the  fellow's 
_i 1 .^  ^j^j  ordered  liim  atill  to 


SS^Thn 


»R>c  to  a  magiiificent  h'ouiw,  whose  front 
waa  adorned  witli  fine  rolumns,  an<l  which 
batt  a  ^te  of  iviiry.  Tlifre  tliey  sKipped, 
•■d  tlie  lady  knocVd  sotltv.  Here  Sche- 
heraxade,  perceinn:^  day,  bn>l[e  olH 

I  must  oWn,  sister,  aays  Diiiarxade,  the 
Wfinning  of  this  slnry  has  a  great  deal  of 
•uriortly  t  I  bney  the  sultan  will  not  de- 
prfK  hunadfof  Um  pleamre  trf*  bcarior 


TWENTY-SlPrrH  MIQBT. 

DiHAazADB  being  awake  before  day, 
nddretwed  the  sultaness  tiius:  Sister,  it 
you  be  awake,  I  wouk]  pray  you  to  coo- 
linue  tlie  hisiui^  you  began  yesterday; 
and  Scheliera/nJe  went  on  with  it  thus: 

While  the  young  tidy  and  tlie  porter 
staid  for  tiie  opening  of  tlie  gate,  tlie  porter 


tliousand   thiiushlx:  he  wondered 
;b  a  line  ladv  should  come  abroad 
to  buy  provisions :  he  concluded  xhe  coukl 


not  be  a  slave,  lier  air  was  too  noble ;  and 
therefore  he  thought  she  muat  needs  be  « 
womiin  of  quality.  Just  aa  he  was  about 
to  ssk  her  anme  quesliont  Upon  that  head, 
another  lady  came  Id  open  the  gate,  and 
appeared  to  him  so  beautiful,  that  lie  waa 
perfectly  surprised,  or  rather  so  muclj 
struck  with  her  charnw,  that  he  had  like 
to  have  let  his  basket  fall,  lor  he  had  never 
seen  any  beauty  that  equalled  lier. 

The  lady  who  brought  the  porter  with 
her,  perceivins:  his  tlisordcr,  and  what  oc- 
casioned it,  diverted  lieraelf  with  it,  and 
took  so  much  pleasure  to  examine  his 
looks,  that  she  lorgot  tlie  gate  was  opened. 
Upon  this  the  beautiful  lady  said  lu  her» 
Prav,  aiater,  come  in;  what  do  you  slay 
for  /  Do  you  not  see  this  poor  man  so  hea- 
vily laden,  that  he  isscarcely  able  to  stand 
under  it? 

Wlien  she  entered  with  the  porter,  the 
lady  who  opened  the  fate  shut  it,  and  aD 
three,  after  having  gone  llirough  a  very 
fine  porch,  came  into  a  spacioua  court,  en- 
compassed  with  an  open  gallery,  which 
had  a  communioatiDn  with  seven)  spart- 
menta  on  a  floor,  and  extrmordinarily  mago 
nifleenL   Time  was  at  the  ftrtha  «nd  of 
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the  court  ■  >o(b  richly  adorned,  with  •. 
throne  oT  amber  in  the  middle  or  it,  nip- 
ported  br  (bur  columns  of  ebony,  enrich- 
ed vith  Aamoiida  uidpe&rliofaii  extra- 
ordinary aiie,  and  covered  with  red  satiD 
embroiaered  with  Indian  gold  of  Hdmira- 
ble  workroanahip.  In  the  middle  of  the 
eourt  there  wai  a  ^reat  rounlain,  faced 
with  white  marUe,  and  full  of  clear  water, 
which  tell  into  it  abundantly  out  of  the 
mouth  ofa  lion  of  brass. 

The  porter,  thou 
not  but  admire  ihi 
bouae,  and  the  eicellent  order  that 
thing  was  pliiccd  in ;  but  that  which  par- 
ticuurly  captivated  hii  attention  was  a 
tiiird  lady,  who  aeemed  to  be  a  greater 
beauty  than  the  aecond,  and  waa  seated 
tqxHi  the  throne  just  now  fnentioned.  She 
eeme  down  from  it,  as  *oon  as  she  saw  the 
two  former  ladies,  aM  advanced  inwards 
them ;  he  judged  by  the  respect  wliich  the 
others  ahoweoher,  that  she  was  the  chief, 
m  wiiich  he  was  nut  mistaken.  This 
lady  was  called  Zobeide,  she  who  opened 
the  gate  tras  called  Safie,  and  Amine  waa 
the  name  of  lier  who  went  out  to  buy  the 
proviaons. 

Zobeide  said  to  the  twoladieB,  whenshe 
«ame  to  them.  Sisters,  do  not  you  see 
that  this  honest  man  is  ready  to  sink  uo- 
4er  hia  burden !  Why  do  not  you  ease 


tetd,  and  'Zobeide  aWo  lent  ker  hand,  and 
*U  three  together  set  it  on  the  ground  ; 
tten  emptied  it;  and  when  they  had 
4aiie,  the  beautiful  Amine  took  out  mo- 
nw,  and  pwd  the  porter  Hberally.  Day- 
dglit  appearinir,  Seheheraude  was  nbli^d 
to  keep  rflenec :  but  Sehahriar,  having;  a 
great  imn  to  hear  the  nm  of  the  story, 
m4«ed  the  aukawaa  to  go  on  with  it 


THIBTIETH  NIOBT. 

Nm  morning  Dinarrade  being  awaked 
by  her  impatience  to  hear  the  reat  of  the 
story,  said  to  the  sultaness :  For  tlie  skIw 
of  heaven,  sister,  if  vou  be  not  asleep  gin 
us  an  account  of  what  the  ladies  did  widi 
the  provisions  brought  br  Amine.  Vou 
shall  quickly  hear  it,  said  acheheraiade,  if 
you  listen  to  my  story,  which  abe  reaucucd 
as  fntlows : 

The  porter,  very  well  satisRed  with  the 

money  he  had  received,  was  to  have  taken 

up  his  basket,  snd  be  gone ;  but  he  onuld 

teU  how  to  think  on  it.    Do  what  ha 


appeared  to  him  equally  charming;  §bt 
Amine  having  now  laid  aside  her  veil,  WM 
as  handsome  aseithnoflhem.  Whatau^ 
priaed  him  moat  was,  that  he  saw  no  man 
about  the  house,  yet  most  of  the  praviaioM 
he  brought  in,  as  the  dry  fniita,  and  the 
several  sorts  of  cakes  and  conleotiotM, 
were  tit  chiefly  Cir  those  who  could  drink 
and  make  merry. 

Zobeide  thought  at  firat,  ihst  the  porler 
staid  only  to  take  breath  ■  but  perceiviiy 
that  he  staid  too  long.  What  do  you  wait 
for?  Mid  she:  are  you  not  well  enoogb 
paid  f  And  turning  to  Amine,  said,  Sister, 
give  him  sdmething  more,  that  he  may  de- 
part satisfied.  Madam,  implied  the  porter. 
It  is  not  that  which  keeps  me,  1  am  over 
and  above  pall ;  I  am  aenaible  that  I  am 
unmannerly  to  slay  longer  than  I  ought, 
but  I  hope  you  will  be  so  ?ood  as  to  par- 
don roe,  iff  tell  you,  thati  am  astoDiahed 
to  see  that  there  is  no  man  with  three  la- 
dies of  euch  eitraordiosry  beauty;  and 
you  know  that  a  company  of  w 


added  eenral  other  jdeaaant  tUnga,  to 
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4ft 


piwe  what  he  said,  and  did  not  forget 
the  Bagdad  proverb,  That  the  table  is  not 
completely  furnished,  except  there  be  four 
in  company :  and  so  concluded  that^  since 
they  were  out  three,  tlie]^  wanted  a  fourth. 

The  ladies  fell  a  laughing  at  the  porter's 
discourse;  after  which,  2jobeidc  said  to 
him  very  gravely,  Friend,  you  are  a  little 
too  bolJ  :  and  though  you  do  not  deserve 
that  I  SAOuld  enter  into  particulars  with 
you,  yet  I  am  wiUin^:  to  tell  you,  that  we 
are  three  sisters,  who  do  our  business  so 
•ecrctly,  that  no  body  knows  any  thing  of 
iL  \Ve  have  too  i^reat  reason  to  be  cau- 
tious of  acquaintmg  indi^rcet  persons 
with  it ;  and  a  good  author  that  we  have 
read,  says,  **  Keep  your  secret  and  do  not 
reveal  it  to  any  body.  He  that  reveals  it 
is  no  longer  master  of  it.  If  your  own 
breast  cannot  keep  your  secret,  how  do 
you  think  that  another  person  will  keep  it?" 

My  ladies,  replied  the  porter,  by  your 
very  air,  I  judged  at  first  that  you  were 
persons  of  extraordinary  merit,  and  I  con- 
ceive that  I  am  not  mistaken :  tliough  for- 
tune has  not  given  me  wealtn  enough  to 
raise  me  above  my  mean  profession,  yet  I 
have  not  failed  to  cultivate  my  minil  as 
much  as  I  could,  by  reading  books  of  sci- 
ence and  history  :  and  allow  me,  if  you 
please,  to  tell  you,  that  I  havo  also  read  in 
another  author  a  maxim  which  I  have 
always  happily- practised:  "Wc  do  m»t 
conceal  our  secreti*,"  says  he,  "  but  fn>m 
such  persons  as  are  known  to  all  the 
world  to  want  discretion,  and  would  abuse 
the  confidence  we  put  in  them;  but  we  make 
no  scruple  to  discover  them  to  prudent 
persons,  because  we  know  they  can  keep 
them.**  A  secret  with  me  is  as  sure  as  if  it 
were  in  a  closet,  whose  key  is  lost,  and  the 
door  sealed  up. 

Zobeide  perceiving  that  the  porter  did 
ont  want  sense,  but  conceiving  he  had  a 
mind  to  share  in  their  treat,  she  ivplied  to 
him,  smilin?,  You  know  that  we  are  about 
to  liave  a  treat,  and  vow  know  also  that  we 
have  been  at  a  cuusiderable  expense,  and 
it   is  not  just    that   you  Rhould   hnve  a 
share  of  it,  without  contrihutin?  towards 
ft.    The  beautiful  Safie  secondetl  her  sis- 
ter, and  said  to  the  porter,  Frirnd,  have 
you  never  heani  that  which  is  rommnnly 
mid,  **  If  you  brini?  any  thinsr  with  you, 
you  shall  oe  welcornt* ;  but  if  yoii  bring 
nothin?,  you  niu-tt  !ret  you  gone  with  no- 

thin^r?" 

The  porter,  n«twith«*tandin!r  his  rhet«)- 
ric,  must  in  all  pnihihiljty  have  rptin*tl  in 
confusion,  if  Amine  had  not  t:iken  his  pnrt, 
and  said  to  Zoboide  and  Snfip,  My  drarest 
•BStens,  I  conjure  vou  to  l(>t  him  stny  with 
us;  I  need  not  uH  you  that  he  will  divert 
us,  you  see  well  enougli  that  he  is  capabk* 
oTthat ;  I  must  needs  tell  you,  that  unless 
te  bad  been  very  willing,  as  well  as  nim- 


ble, and  hardy  enough  to  follow  me,  I 
could  not  have  done  so  much  business  in 
so  little  time :  besides,  should  I  repeat  to 
you  all  the  obliging  expres8k)ns  he  used  to 
me  by  the  way,  you  would  not  be  surpris- 
ed at  my  protectmg  him. 

At  these  words  of  Amine,  the  porter  wss 
so  much  transpH>rted  with  joy,  that  he  fell 
on  his  knees,  kissed  tlie  ground  at  the  feet 
of  that  charming  person,  and  raising  him- 
self up,  said,  Mtist  beautiful  lady,  you  be* 
gan  my  good  fortune  to-day,  and  now  you 
complete  it  by  this  generous  action ;  I 
cannot  enough  testify  my  ackiH>wledg- 
ment  for  it.  As  to  what  remains,  my  la- 
dies, said  he,  addressing  himnelf  to  all 
three  sisters,  since  you  do  me  so  great  ho- 
nour, do  not  think  that  I  will  abuse  it,  or 
look  upon  m>'self  as  a  person  that  deserves 
it.  No,  I  shall  always  look  u|)on  my'self  as 
one  of  y(mr  most  humble  slaves.  Wlien  he 
had  spoken  these  words,  he  would  have 
returned  the  money  he  had  received,  but 
the  grave  Zobeide  ordered  him  to  keep  it. 
That  which  we  have  once  given,  said  she, 
to  reward  those  who  have  served  us,  we 
never  takie  again. — Here  day  bi'g:in  to 
daun,  which  put  Scheherazade  to  silence. 

Dinarzade,  who  listened  with  a  great 
deal  of  attention,  was  much  troubled  at  it, 
but  had  this  comfort,  however,  that  the 
Hultan,  who  was  as  curious  as  she  to  know 
what  pasf«ed  betwixt  the  three  beautilul  la- 
dies and  the  porter,  ordered  the  sultiiness 
to  go  on  with  the  rest  of  the  story  next 
night,  and  rose  up  to  go  about  his  business. 


THIRTY-nRST  NIGHT. 

The  next  morning,  Dinarzade  did  not 
fail  to  awaken  the  sultaness  at  the  oniina- 
ry  time,  and  said.  Dear  sister,  if  you  are 
not  asleep,  I  would  pray  you,  (until  break 
of  day,  which  is  near  at  hand,)  to  go  on 
unth  that  agreeable  story  you  began."  Up- 
on which  Scheherazade  addressed  the 
sultan  thus:  -Sir,  with  your  leave,  lam 
willin?  to  satisfy  my  sister's  curiosity ;  and 
at  the  same  time,  went  on  with  tlie  story 
of  the  Three  Calenders. 

Zob(>ide  would  not  take  back  the  mo- 
ney from  the  porter,  but  said.  My  friend, 
in  consenting  that  you  stay  with  us,  1 
must  forewarn  you,  that  it  is  not  only  on 
condition  that  you  keep  secret  what  we 
have  required  vou,  but  also  that  you  observe 
exactly  the  nilcs  of  good  manners  and  ci- 
vility. In  the  mean  time  the  charming 
Aiiiine  putolf  the  apparel  she  went  abroad 
with,  put  on  her  night-gown  that  she 
might  w  inon»  easy,  and  covered  the  ta- 
ble, whicli  she  turnislied  with  several  sorts 
of  meat,  and  upcm  a  side-board  she  set 
bohles  or  wine  and  cups  of  gold.  Soon 
afler  the  ladies  took  their  places,  and  made 
the  porter  rit  down  by  them,  who  was 
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onrerjojred  to  see  himselfat  table  with  three 
fuch  admirable  beauties.  Afler  they  had 
eaten  a  tittle,  Amine,  who  sat  next  the 
•ideboard^  took  up  a  bottle  and  a  cup,  fill- 
ed out  wme,  and  drank  first  herself,  ac- 
cording to  the  custom  of  the  Arabians ; 
then  she  filled  the  cup  to  her  sisters,  who 
drank  in  course  as  they  sat;  and  at  last 
she  filled  it  the  fourth  time  to  the  porter, 
wiio.  as  he  received  it,  kissed  Amine's 
haoa ;  and  before  he  drank,  sung  a  song 
to  this  p^urpose :  That  as  the  wind  brings 
along  with  it  the  sweet  scents  of  the  per- 
fumed places  through  which  it  passes,  so 
the  wine  he  was  going  to  drink,  coming 
from  her  fair  hands,  received  a  more  ex- 
quisite taste  tlian  what  it  had  of  its  own 
nature.  This  song  pleased  tlie  ladies  so 
much,  that  each  of  them  sung  another  in 
their  turn.  In  short,  they  were  very  mer- 
ry all  dinner-time,  which  lasted  a  long 
while,  and  nothing  was  wanting  that  could 
make  it  agreeable.  The  day  being  al- 
most spent,  Safie  spoke  in  the  name  of  the 
three  ladies,  and  said  to  the  porter.  Arise, 
and  be  gone ;  it  is  time  for  you  to  depart. 
But  the  porter,  not  willing  to  leave  so  good 
company,  cried,  Alas !  ladies,  whither  do 

rou  command  me  to  ^o  in  the  conditbn 
am  in?  I  am  quite  beside  myself, 
by  what  I  have  seen  since  I  came  hith^. 
and  having  also  drank  above  my  usual 
quantity,  I  shall  never  find  the  way  home : 
aUow  me  this  night  to  repose  in  any  place 
where  you  please,  for  no  less  time  is  neces- 
sary for  me  to  recover  myself;  but  go 
when  I  will,  I  shall  leave  the  best  part  of 
myself  behind  me. 

Amine  pleaded  tlie  second  time  (or  the 
porter,  saying,  Sisters,  he  is  m  the  right;  I 
am  pleased  with  the  request,  he  having 
already  diverted  us  so  well ;  and,  if  you 
will  talce  my  advice,  or  if  you  love  me  as 
much  as  I  think  you  do,  let  us  keep  him,  to 
pass  away  the  remaining  part  of  the  nizht. 
Sister,  answered  Zobeide,  we  can  refuse 
you  nothing ;  and  then  turning  to  the  por- 
ter, said.  We  are  willing  once  more  to 
muit  your  request,  but  upon  this  new  con- 
dition, that  whatever  we  do  in  your  pre- 
sence relating  to  ourselves  or  any  thing 
else,  take  hed  you  do  not  once  open  your 
mouth  to  ask  the  reason  of  itj  for  if  you 
ask  questions  about  that  which  does  not 
bek)iig  to  you,  vou  may  chance  to  know 
that  which  will  be  no  way  pleasing  to  you ; 
beware,  tlierefore,  and  do  not  be  too  cu- 
rious to  dive  into  the  motives  of  our  ac- 
tions. 

Madam,  replied  the  porter,  I  promise  to 
observe  tliis  condition  with  such  exactness, 
that  you  sliall  have  no  cause  to  reproach 
me  With  breaking  it,  and  far  less  to  punish 
my  indiscretion :  my  ton^e  shall  be  im- 
noveable  on  this  occasion,  and  my  eye 
like  a  k>oking-giass,  which  retains  nothing 


of  the  object  that  is  set  before  it  And  to 
show  you,  said  2iobeide  with  a  serious 
countenance,  that  what  we  demand  ot 
you  is  not  a  new  thing  among  us,  rise  op, 
and  read  what  is  written  over  our  gmte  on 
the  inside. 

The  porter  went  thither,  and  read  these 
words,  written  in  large  characters  of  gold : 
**  He  who  speaks  of  things  that  do  not 
concern  him^  shall  hear  of  things  that  will 
not  please  him."  Returning  a^ain  to  the 
three  sisters.  Ladies,  said  he,  1  give  you 
my  oath,  that  you  shall  never  near  me 
speak  any  thing  which  does  not  concern 
me.  or  wherein  you  may  have  any  concern. 

This  agreement  bein^  made,  Amine 
brought  in  supper,  and  after  the  room  was 
set  round  with  tapers,  that  were  mixed 
with  aloes  and  ambergris,  which  gave  n 
most  agreeable  scent,  as  well  as  a  delicate 
light,  she  sat  down  at  table  with  her  sis- 
ters and  the  porter.  They  began  again  to 
eat  and  drink,  sing,  and  repeat  verses. 
The  ladies  took  pleasure  to  fuddle  the  por- 
ter, under  pretext  of  causing  him  to  drihk 
their  healths,  and  abundance  of  witty  sen- 
tences passed  on  both  sides.  In  short,  as 
they  were  all  in  the  best  humour  in  the 
world,  they  heard  a  knocking  at  the  gate. 

Scheherazade  was  obliged  to  stop  herei 
because  she  observed  day-light  appearing. 

The  sultan,  not  doubting  the  sequel  of 
tliis  history  deserved  to  be  heard,  put  it  ofi 
till  tlie  day  following,  and  so  arose. 


THIRTT.SECOND  NIGHT. 

Tm  next  night  being  almost  at  an  end. 
Dinarzade  called  to  the  sultaness:  for  hea- 
ven's sake,  sister,  if  you  are  awake,  let  roe 
Eray  you  to  continue  the  story  of  the  three 
lir  lauiies :  I  am  very  impatient  till  I  know 
who  it  was  that  knocked  at  their  gate. 
Tou  shall  hear  it  immediately,  said  sGe;  I 
am  sure  that  what  I  am  now  going  to  re- 
late is  worthy  of  my  lord  the  sultan's  at- 
tention. 

When  the  ladies,  said  she,  heard  the 
knocking,  they  all  three  got  up  to  open  the 
gate :  but  Sane,  to  whom  this  office  parti- 
cularly belonged,  was  the  nimblest ;  which 
her  other  two  sisters  perceiving,  sat  down 
till  she  came  back,  to  acquaint  them  who 
it  could  be  that  had  any  business  with 
them  so  late.  Safie  returning,  said.  Sis- 
ters, we  have  here  a  very  fine  opportunity 
to  pass  a  good  part  of  the  nisrht  with  much 
satisfaction,  and  if  vou  be  of  the  same  mind 
with  me,  we  shall  not  let  it  slip.  Tliere 
are  three  calenders  at  our  gate,  at  least 
they  appear  to  be  such  by  their  habit; 
but  that  which  you  will  most  admire  is, 
thev  are  all  three  blind  of  the  right  eye, 
ana  have  tlieir  heads,  beards,  tuid  eve- 
brows  shaved,  and,  as  they  say  are  mi 
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fust  cmne  to  Bagdad,  where  they  never 
were  before ;  and  it  being  night,  and  not 
knowing  where  to  find  any  lodging,  tliey 
happened  by  chance  to  knock  at  this  gate, 
and  pray  us,  for  the  k>ve  of/heaven,  to 
have  compaission  on  them,  and  receive 
them  into  the  house ;  they  care  not  what 
place  we  put  Uiem  in,  provided  they  may 
be  under  shelter ;  they  would  be  satisfied 
with  a  stable ;  they  are  young  and  hand- 
some enough,  and  seem  also  to  he  men  of 
^ood  sense ;  out  I  cannot  without  laugh- 
ing think  of  their  oleasant  and  uniform 
figure.  Here  Safie  fell  a  laughing  so  heart- 
ily, that  it  put  tlie  two  sisters  and  the  por- 
ter into  the  same  mood.  Mv  dear  sisters, 
said  she,  are  you  content  tfiat  they  come 
in?  it  is  impossible  but  witli  such  persons 
ma  I  have  already  described  them  to  be,  we 
■hall  finish  the  aay  better  ttian  we  began 
it ;  they  will  afford  us  diversion  enough, 
aiid  put  us  to  no  char^,  because  they  de- 
mre  shelter  only  for  this  night,  and  resolve 
to  leave  us  as  soon  as  day  appears. 

Zobeide  and  Amine  made  some  difficul- 
tv  to  grant  Safie's  request,  for  reasons 
tbey  well  knew ;  but  she  having  so  great 
m  desire  to  obtain  this  favour,  they  could 
not  refuse  her.  Go  then,  said  Zobeide, 
and  bring  them  in ;  but  do  not  forget  to 
soquahit  them  that  they  must  not  speak  of 
sny  thing  which  does  not  concern  them, 
mud  cause  them  to  read  what  is  written 
over  the  gate.  Safie  ran  out  with  a  great 
deal  of  joy,  and  in  a  little  time  afler  re- 
turned witn  the  three  calenders  in  her  com- 
pany. 

At  their  entrance  they  made  a  profound 
bow  to  the  ladies,  who  rose  up  to  receive 
them,  told  them  most  obligingly  that  they 
were  very  welcome,  that  they  were  glad  to 
have  met  with  an  opportunity  to  oblige 
them,  and  to  contribute  towanfs  relieving 
them  from  the  fatigue  of  their  journey, 
and  at  last  invited  them  to  sit  down  with 
them. 

The  magnificence  of  the  place,  and  the 
civility  they  received  in  it,  made  the  calen- 
ders conceive  a  great  idea  of  these  hand- 
some ladies ;  but,  before  they  sat  down, 
having  by  chance  cast  their  eyes  upon  the 
porten  whom  they  saw  clad  almost  like 
one  of^  those  other  calenders  with  whom 
they  are  in  controversy  about  several 
points  of  discipline,  becau^  they  never 
shave  their  beards  nor  eyenrows ;  one  of 
them  said.  Look  here,  I  believe  we  have 
cot  one  01  our  revolted  Arabian  brethren. 

The  porter  being  half  asleep,  and  hav- 
ing bis  nead  warm  with  wine,  was  affront- 
ed at  these  words,  and  with  a  fierce  look, 
without  stirring  from  his  place,  answered. 
Sit  you  down,  and  do  not  meddle  with 
what  dost  not  concern  you.  Have  ymi  not 
lead  Ibe  inKiiptioa  over  the  gate?  Do  not 


pretend  to  make  people  live  afler  your 
lashion,  but  foUow  ours. 

Honest  man,  said  the  calender,  do  not 
put  yourself  in  a  passion :  we  should  be 
very  sorry  to  give  you  the  least  occasion; 
on  the  contrary,  we  are  ready  to  receive 
your  conmiamls.  Upon  which^  to  put  an 
end  to  the  dispute,  the  ladies  interpoeed, 
and  pacified  them.  When  the  calenders 
sat  down  at  table,  the  ladies  served  them 
with  meat ;  and  Safie,  being  most  pleased 
with  tiiem,  did  not  let  them  want  for  drink. 

Scheherazade  stopped  her  discourse, 
because  she  saw  day  appear,  and  the  sul* 
tan  got  up  to  follow  his  afibira,  and  pro- 
mised to  hear  the  rest  of  the  story  next 
day;  for  he  had  a  great  desire  to  know 
why  those  thn>c  calenders  were  blind,  and 
all  three  of  the  same  eye. 


THIRTY-THIRD  NIGHT. 

An  hour  before  day,  Dinarzade  being 
awake,  said  to  the  sultaness.  Dear  sister, 
pray  let  me  know  wliat  passed  between 
the  ladies  and  the  calenders.  With  all  my 
heart,  replied  Scheherazade,  and  continued 
her  story  in  the  manner  ft>llowing : 

Af\er  the  calenders  had  eaten  and  drank 
liberally,  they  signified  to  the  ladies,  that 
they  had  a  great  desire  to  entertain  them 
with  a  concert  of  music,  if  they  had  any 
instruments  in  the  house,  and  would  cause 
them  to  be  brought :  they  willingly  accept- 
ed the  proffer,  and  fair  Safie  going  to 
fetch  them,  returned  again  in  a  moment, 
and  presented  them  with  a  flute  of  her  own 
country  fashion,  another  of  the  Persian 
sort,  and  a  tabor.  E^ch  man  took  the 
instrument  he  liked,  and  all  three  together 
began  to  play  a  tune.  The  ladies,  who 
knew  the  words  of  a  merry  song  that  suit- 
ed the  air.  joined  the  concert  with  tlieir 
voices ;  but  the  words  of  the  soner  made 
them  now  and  then  stop,  and  fall  into  ex- 
cessive laughter. 

In  the  height  of  this  diversion,  and  when 
the  company  were  in  the  midst  of  their 
jollity,  somebody  knocked  at  tlie  gate.  Sa- 
fie lefl  off  singing,  and  went  to  see  who  it 
was.  But,  sir,  said  Schelierazade  to  the 
sultan,  it  is  fit  your  majesty  should  know 
why  tliis  knocking  liappened  so  late  at  the 
ladies'  house.  Now  the  reasim  was  this : 
The  Caliph  Haroun  Alraschid  was  accus- 
tomed to  walk  abroad  in  disguise  very  oiF 
ten  by  night,  that  he  might  see  witn  hn 
own  eyes  if  every  thing  was  quiet  in  the 
city^  and  that  no  disoraers  were  commit- 
tea  in  it 

This  ni^t  the  caliph  went  out  pretty 
early  on  his  rambles,  accompanied  by  Gia- 
far  nis  grand  vizier,  and  Meerour  the  chief 
of  the  eunuchs  of  his  palace,  al  diyiiesd 
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in  merchant's  habite ;  and  passing  througli 
the  street  where  the  thre/e  ladies  dwelt, 
he  lieard  the  sound  of  tlie  music  and  ^reat 
fits  of  lau/°[hter ;  upon  which  he  crimmand- 
ed  the  vizier  to  knock,  because  he  would 
ffo  in,  to  know  tlie  reason  of  that  jolliiy. 
The  vizier  toki  him  in  vain,  that  it  was 
some  women  merry  making ;  tliat  without 
question  their  heads  were  warm  with  wine. 
and  that  it  would  not  be  proper  he  should 
expose  himself  to  be  affronted  bv  them ; 
besides,  it  was  not  yet  an  unlawuil  hour, 
and  therefore  he  ought  not  to  disturb  them 
in  theb  mirth. — No  matter,  said  the  ca- 
liph, I  command  you  to  knock.    So  it  was 
the  grand  vizier  Giafar  that  knocked  at  the 
ladies'  gate  by  the  caliph's  order,  because 
he  himself  would  not  be  known.    Safie 
opened  the  gate,  and  the  vizier  perceiving, 
bV  tlie  light  that  she  held  in  her  hand,  that 
sne  was  an  incomparable  beauty,  he  acted 
his  part  very  well,  and  with  a  very  low 
bow  and  respectful  behaviour,  told  lier, 
Madam,  we  are  three  merchants  of  Mos- 
aoul,  who  arrived  about  ten  days  ago  with 
rich  merchandize,  which  we  have  in  a 
warehouse  at  a  khan,  or  inn,  where  we 
have  also  our  lodging.    We  happened  this 
da>r  to  be  with  a  merchant  of  this  city,  who 
invited  us  to  a  treat  at  his  house,  where 
we  had  a  splendid  entertainment ;  and  the 
wine  having  put  us  in  humour,  he  sent  for 
a  companv  of  dancers.  Night  being  come 
on,  and  tne  music  and  dancers  malcing  a  | 
f[reat  noise,  the  watch  came  by  in  the  mean 
tune,  caused  the  gate  to  be  opened,  and 
some  of  the  company  to  be  taken  up ;  but 
we  had  the  goodf  fortune  to  escape  by  ^t^ 
ting  over  a  walL    Now,  said  the  vizier, 
being  strangers,  and  somewhat  overcome 
with  wine,  we  are  afraid  of  meetinf"  ano- 
ther, and  perhaps  the  same  watch,  before 
we  get  home  to  our  khan,  which  lies  a  good 
way  from  hence.   Besides,  when  we  come 
there,  the  gates  will  be  shut,  and  not 
opened  till  morning :  wherefore,  madam, 
hearing,  as  we  passed  by  this  way,  the  i 
sound  of  music,  we  supposed  you  were  not 
yet  going  to  test,  and  made  bold  to  knock 
at  your  gate,  to  beg  the  favour  of  lodging 
ourselves  in  the  house  till  mornin? ;  and  if 
you  think  us  wcnihy  of  your  good  compa- 
ny, we  will  endeavour  to  contribute  to 
your  diversion  to  the  best  of  our  power, 
to  make  some  amends  for  the  interruption 
we  have  given  you ;  if  not,  we  only  beg 
the  favour  of  staying  this  night  under  your 
porch. 

Whilst  Giafar  held  this  discourse,  fair 
Safie  had  time  to  observe  the  vizier  and 
his  two  companions,  who  were  said  to  be 
merchants  Kke  himself,  and  told  them  that 
ahe  was  not  mistress  of  tlie  house ;  but  if 
they  wouU  have  a  minute's  patience,  she 
W€nid  return  with  an  answer. 

Safie  acquainted  her  sisters  with  the 


matter,  who  considered  for  some  time  what 
to  conclude  upon :  but  being  naturally  of 
a  good  disposition,  and  having  granted  the 
same  favour  to  the  three  calenders,  thej 
at  last  consented  to  let  them  in.  Schehe- 
razade intending  to  continue  her  story, 
saw  daylight  appear,  which  made  her 
break  otf :  but  tiie  Quality  of  these  new 
actors  which  the  sultaness  had  brou^^t 
upon  the  stage  excited  Uie  curiosity  of 
Schahr'iar,  who  looking  for  some  singular 
event,  expected  the  next  night  with  impa 
tience. 


THIRTY-FOURTH  NIGHT. 

DiNARZADE,  being  as  curious  as  tlie  sul- 
tan to  know  wliat  the  arrival  of  the  caliph 
at  the  house  of  those  three  ladies  might 
produce,  did  not  forget  to  awaken  the  sul- 
taness very  early  next  morning,  and  prayed 
her  earnestly  to  resume  the  story  of  tlie 
calenders,  whilst  Scheherazade,  with  leave 
of  the  sultan,  pursued  in  the  following 
manner: 

The  caliph,  his  grand  vizier,  and  the 
chief  of  the  eunuchs,  being  introduced  by 
the  fair  Safie,  very  courteously  saluted  thie 
ladies  and  tlie  calenders.  Tne  ladies  re- 
turned them  the  like  civilities,  supposing 
them  to  be  merchants.  2k)beide,  as  the 
chief,  said  to  them  with  a  grave  and  se- 
rious countenance,  which  was  natural  to 
her,  You  are  welcome.  But  before  I  pro- 
ceed farther,  I  hope  you  will  not  take  it  iO 
if  we  desire  one  favour  of  you. — Alas ! 
said  the  vizier,  what  favour?  We  can  re- 
fuse nothing  to  such  fair  ladies. — 2jobeide 
replied.  It  is,  that  you  would  only  have 
eyes,  but  no  tongues ;    that  you  put  no 

auestion  to  us  about  the  reason  of^anr 
ling  you  may  happen  to  see,  and  speaa 
not  of  any  tlung  that  does  not  concern 
you,  lest  you  come  to  hear  of  things  that 
will  by  no  means  please  ^-ou. 

Madam,  repliea  the  vizier,  you  shall  be 
obeyed.  We  are  not  censorious,  nor  im- 
pertinently curious ;  it  is  enough  for  us  to 
take  notice  of  that  which  concerns  us, 
without  meddling  with  that  which  does  not 
bebnff  to  us.  Upon  this  they  all  sat  down, 
and  tne  company  being  united,  tliey  drank 
to  the  health  of  the  new  comers. 

While  the  vizier  Giafar  entertained  the 
ladies  in  discourse,  the  caliph  could  not 
forbear  admiring  their  extraordinary  beau- 
ty, graceful  behaviour,  pleasant  humour, 
aim  ready  wit;  on  the  other  hand,  nothing 
was  more  surprising  to  him  than  the  calen- 
ders being  all  three  blind  of  the  right  eye. 
He  would  gladly  have  been  informed  of 
this  singularity ;  but  the  conditions  so  aateiy 
imposed  upon  himself  and  his  companiooi 
would  not  aUow  hhn  to  speak.  This,  with 
the  richness  of  tiie  fiirniture,  the  extet 
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order  of  every  thin^,  an<l  the  neatoew  of 
the  liouHe,  made  him  Uiink  it  was  some  en- 
ebanted  place. 

Tlieir  cimwrsation  liappenin^  to  turn 
upon  divemMiiiM  ami  chHi'it  iit  ways  of  ma- 
kiof  merry,  the^  calciiilerH  ani:MS  and 
danced  atWr  tiu-irfiishuui,  which  aueiiwnt- 
ed  the  i^inkI  opinion  the  Indit'M  hail  con- 
ceived uf  then  i,  and  procured  them  tJie  e(»- 
teeni  of  tlie  cahph  and  hin  companions. 

When  the  tliri-e  cuk'n(K'r8  had  made  an 
end  of  their  dance,  Zolieide  aroM*,  and  ta- 
kinf  Amine  hy  the  hand,  8aid,  Pray,  Ma- 
ter, riae  up,  lor  the  company  will  not  take 
it  iU  il'  we  uite  iHjr  freedom,  and  their  pre- 
tence need  not  hinder  our  iM'rformance  of 
what  wc  are  wont  to  do.  Amine,  under- 
atandinff  her  Miater'a  meanincr.  rose  from 
heraent.  carried  away  the  dianes,  the  ta- 
Ue,  the  flaaka  ami  cupei,  toother  with  the 
iuairumenu  which  tlie  calendera  tiad  play- 
ed U^MUU 

Satie  waa  not  idle,  but  swept  tlie  room, 
put  everv  thinff  airain  in  its  mace,  anufTeu 
tlie  candles,  and  put  freiih  aloea  and  am- 
berf  ria  to  them,  and  then  prayed  the  tliree 
calendent  to  ait  down  upon  tlie  aofii  on  one 
tide,  ami  the  caliph  with  his  companions 
on  tlie  other.  As  to  tlie  porter,  ahe  aaid  to 
bini.  Get  up  and  prepare  yourself  lo  serve 
tn  what  we  are  goinj?  ab(>ut ;  a  man  hke 
fou,  who  is  one  of  the  family,  ou^lrt  not 
lo  he  idle.  The  porter,  beinir  somewhat 
rmivered  from  his  wine,  giit  up  immedi- 
ately, and  havin<?  tied  the  sUwe  of  Iuh 
ITown  tfi  hi5i  U'lt,  niiHwered,  Here  am  I, 
read>  to  obey  yourcoinmamlHinany  thim?. 
Very  well,  replit^  Salie,  Slav  till  you  are 
api4(rn  to ;  you  shall  not  \tc  itlle  very  loni^. 
A  bttkr  time  aAiT,  Amine  came  in  with  a 
rhair,  which  nhe  plaretl  in  the  middle  of 
the  mom;  and  then  wmtto  acUksieL,  which 
liaviiiir  opeiu.*il,  iihe  l>eekt»ned  to  the  p<»rter, 
Bn<l  Naid  to  him.  Come  hither  and  help  me: 
which  he  oljeyinir,  entered  the  closet^  and 
returned  immediately,  leadiiuc  two  black 
bitchea,  witli  each  o\*  them  a  collar  aikl 
chain;  Ihey  kM>ked  a.««if  they  had  been  ^e- 
%*erely  whippe<l  with  rrnls,  and  lie  brought 
them  into  tlie  mitldle  of  tlie  roonL 

Then  Zobei«le  rising  from  her  seat  be- 
tween the  calenders  and  the  caUph, 
marrhed  very  gravely  towards  tlie  porttT : 
— Come  on,aaid  slie,  with  a  great  sigh  ;  k;t 
us  peribrm  (Mir  duty  ;  tlien  tucking  uj)  her 
sleeves  above  lier  elUiwa,  and  receiving  a 
rod  from  Safie.  Porter,  said  she,  deliver 
one  of  tiie  bite  lies  to  my  xiMter  Amine,  and 
cume  to  me  with  tiie  otiier. 

The  porter  did  as  he  w*as  commanded ; 
the  bitch  that  lie  bek]  in  his  hand  began  to 
cry,  and  turning  towanls  2^)bei<ie,  heU 
her  head  up  in  a  begging  (Niature ;  but 
Zobeide,  having  no  regard  to  the  sad  coun- 
imaBoe  of  the  bitch,  which  wouki  have 
■wvrdpitjr,  Borfaererieav  thalrcaoanded 


through  the  house,  whipped  her  with  the 
rtxl  tin  she  was  out  of  breath ;  and  having 
spent  her  strength,  thatshe  could  strike  no 
more,  she  threw  down  tlie  nnl,  and  taking 
the  tiiiain  from  the  porter,  lifted  up  the 
hitch  hy  h(T  |iawM,  and  looking  upon  tier 
with  a  Hfid  and  pitiful  count(;nance,  they 
lM)th  wept  'j  after  which,  Zobeide,  with  her 
haihlketcliu-f,  wiiM-d  tlie  ti'ara  from  the 
hitcirs  e)  e,  kisi^ed  her,  returned  the  chain 
to  the  {MirtiT,  haiU'  him  carry  lier  to  tlie 
place  whence  he  tixik  her,  and  bring  her 
the  otlit^r.  The  porter  led  back  the 
whipped  hitch  to  the  closet,  and  receiving 
the  other  from  Amine,  presented  her  to 
Zobeide,  who  bade  tiie  porter  hold  her  as 
he  did  the  first,  tcMik  up  the  rod,  and  treat- 
ed her  after  tlie  sjime  manner;  and  when 
she  had  wept  over  her,  dried  her  eyes,  and 
kissed  her,  and  returned  her  to  the  porter : 
liut  bvely  Amine  spared  him  tiie  trouble 
of  leading  her  back  intii  the  ckiset,  am'  did 
it  lieraelfT  The  three  calendera  and  tlie  ca- 
liph, with  his  conifiankins,  were  extremely 
surprised  at  this  execution,  and  could  not 
comprehend  why  Zobeide,  after  having  so 
furiously  whipped  tluise  two  bitches,  tliat 
by  the  mussulman  religion  are  reckoned 
unclean  animals,  should  cry  with  them^ 
wi|)e  off  tlieir  tears,  and  kiss  them  :  tliey 
muttend  among  themselveA^  and  the  ca- 
liph, who  being  more  impatient  than  the 
H'st,  kniged  exci^eilingly  to  lie  inf(>rmed  ol 
the  cause  of  so  htrange  an  actum,  and  could 
not  Itirbear  making  signs  to  the  virJer  to 
ask  the  questk>n  ;  the  virier  turned  hit 
head  another  wav;  hut  W'lus  press(*d  by 
re|)eated  higns,  be  answered  by  othera, 
that  it  was  not  yet  time  (i>r  the  caliph  to 
satisfv  his  curiosity. 

Zobeide  sat  stiU  sometime  in  the  middle 
of  the  HKim,  where  slie  had  whipped  the 
two  bitches,  to  recover  herself  of  the 
fatigue ;  and  lair  Safie  called  to  her.  Dear 
sister,  will  you  not  be  pleased  to  leturnto 
your  place,  tiiat  I  may  also  act  my  part ' 
Yes,  sister,  replied  Zobei<ie;  and  thea 
went,  and  sat  down  upon  the  sofa,  having 
tiie  caliph,  Giafar,  and  Metrour  on  her 
right  hand,  and  tiie  three  calendera,  with 
the  porter,  on  her  lef\. 

Here, said  Sclieherazade  to  tlie  sultan,  Sir, 
wliat  has  been  hithiTto  told  your  majesty 
must,  witiiout  doubt,  appear  very  strange; 
but  what  yet  renuims  is  more  wonderlul ; 
and  I  am  persuaded  your  majesty  will 
think  su,  if  you  will  be  pleased  to  give  me 
leave  to  finish  the  story  next  nignt:  the 
sultan  agreed  to  it,  and  got  up  became  it 
was  day. 


THIRTT-nPTH  NIGHT. 

DiaiasADB  was  no  aooner  awake  next 
nomiDf ,  bm  the  caJM»  Sietery  if  you  are 
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•  not  asleep,  prrfy  continue  the  fine  story  of 
Ihc  three  sisters.  The  sultaness  remember- 
ing where  she  left  off,  addressed  herself  to 
the  sultan^  and  went  on  as  follows :  Sir, 
after  2ioheide  sat  down,  the  whole  compa- 
ny was  eiilent  for  a  while ;  at  last  Safie,  sit- 
ting on  a  chair  in  the  middle  of  the  room, 
sptme  to  her  sister  Amine — Dear  sister,  I 
conjure  you  to  rise  up;  you  know  well 
enough  what  I  would  say.  Amine  rose, 
and  went  into  another  closet,  near  to  that 
where  the  bitches  were,  and  brought  out  a 
case  covered  with  yellow  satin,  richly  em- 
broidered with  gold,  and  green  silk :  she 
came  near  Safie,  and  opened  the  case,  from 
whence  she  took  a  lute,  and  presented  it  to 
her;  and  after  some  time  spent  in  tuning 
it,  oafie  began  to  play,  and  accompanying 
it  with  her  voice,  she  sung  a  song  about 
the  torments  that  absence  creates  to  lo- 
vers, with  so  much  sweetness,  that  it 
charmed  the  caliph  and  all  the  company. 
Having  sung  with  a  great  deal  of  passion 
and  action,  she  said  to  lovely  Amine,  Pray 
tike  it  sister,  for  I  can  do  no  more  \  my 
voice  fails  me :  oblige  the  company  with  a 
tune,  and  a  song,  in  my  ro<»m.  Very  willing- 
ly, replied  Amine,  who,  taking  the  lute  from 
her  8ist<,r  S.iHe,  sat  down  in  her  place. 

Amine,  after  some  small  trial,  to  see  whe- 
tlicr  the  instrument  was  in  tune,  played 
and  sun^  almost  as  long  upon  the  same 
subject,  out  with  so  much  vehemency,  and 
she  was  so  much  affected,  or  rather  trans- 
ported, by  the  words  of  the  song,  that  her 
strength  failed  her  as  she  made  an  end 
of  it. 

Zobeide,  willing  to  testify  her  satisfac- 
tion, said,  Sister,  you  have  done  wonders, 
and  we  may  easily  see  tliat  you  feel  the 
grief  you  have  expressed  in  so  lively  a 
manner.  Amine  was  prevented  from  an- 
swering this  civility,  ner  heart  being  so 
sensibly  touched  at  the  same  moment,  that 
she  was  obliged,  ftir  air.  to  uncover  her 
!ieck  and  breast,  which  aid  not  appear  so 
fair  a«  might  have  been  expected  from 
such  a  lady  as  she,  but  on  tne  contrary, 
black  and  full  of  scars,  which  frighted  all 
the  spectator*.  However,  this  gave  her  no 
fase,  but  she  fell  into  a  fit^ — Here  Schehe- 
razade stopped,  saying  Sir,  I  had  almost 
forgot  that  it  is  day.  With  this  she  ended 
lier  discourse,  and  the  sultan  arose  from 
bed.  And  though  this  prince  had  not  re- 
solved to  defer  the  death  of  the  sultaness. 
he  could  not,  at  this  time,  have  determined 
to  take  away  her  life ;  his  curiosity  was  so 
grettt  to  hear  out  the  story,  which  had  so 
many  unheard-of  events. 


THIRTY-SIXTH  NIGHT. 

DiNARZADE  awaked  her  sister  as  fbr- 
merl^r,  saying,  Dear  sister,  I  pray  yon  to 
continue  the  story  of  the  ladies  and  the 


calenders.  Upon  which  she  resumed  hei 
discourse  in  the  manner  f()llowing  : — 
1  When  Zobeide  and  Safie  ran  to  help 
'  their  sister,  one  of  the  calenders  could  not 
forbear  to  say,  We  had  better  have  slept 
in  the  streets  than  have  come  hither,  ha^ 
we  thought  to  have  seen  such  spectacles. 
The  caliph,  who  heard  this,  came  to  him 
and  the  <»tlier  calenders,  and  asked  them 
what  might  be  the  meaning  of  all  this. 
They  answeretl.  Sir,  we  know  no  more 
than  you  do.  What !  says  tlie  caliph,  are 
you  not  of  tlie  family  ?  nor  can  you  resolve 
us  concerning  the  two  black  bitches,  and 
the  lady  that  fainted  away,  and  has  been 
so  basely  abused  ?  Sir,  said  the  calenders, 
this  is  the  first  time  that  ever  we  were  in 
the  hous<%  and  we  came  in  but  a  few  nu- 
ll utes  before  you. 

This  increased  the  caliph's  astonish- 
ment. It  may  be,  says,  he,  this  other  man 
that  is  with  you  may  know  something  of 
it.  One  of  the  calenders  made  a  sign  fi)r 
the  porter  to  come  near,  and  asked  him 
whether  he  knew  why  those  two  black 
bitches  had  been  whipped,  and  why 
Amine's  bosom  was  so  scarred  ?  Sir,  said 
the  porter,  I  can  swear  by  heaven,  that  if 
you  know  nothing  of  all  this,  I  know  as 
little  as  you  do.  It  is  true.  I  live  in  this 
city,  but  I  never  was  in  the  house  until 
now ;  and  if  you  are  surprised  to  see  me 
here,  I  am  as  much  to  find  myself  in  your 
companjr ; — and  that  which  increases  my 
wonder  is,  that  I  have  not  seen  one  man 
with  these  ladies. 

The  caliph  and  his  company,  as  well  as 
the  calenders,  supposed  the  porter  had 
been  one  of  the  family,  and  hoped  he  could 
inform  them  of  what  they  desired  to  know ; 
but  finding  he  could  not,  and  resolving  to 
satisfy  his  ctiriosity,  cost  what  itwoukl,  he 
said  to  the  rest,  Look  ye,  we  are  here  seven 
men,  and  have  hut  three  women  to  deal 
with  ;  let  us  try  if  we  can  oblige  them  to 
satisfy  us,  and  if  they  refuse  it  by  fair 
means,  we  are  in  a  condition  to  force  them 
to  it. 

The  grand  vizier  Giafar  was  against  this 
method,  and  shewed  the  caliph  what  might 
he  the  consequence  of  it;  but,  without 
discovering  the  prince  to  the  calenders, 
addressed  him  as  if  he  had  been  a  mer- 
chant, thus :  Sir,  consider,  I  pray  you.  that 
our  reputation  lies  at  stike.  You  know 
very  well  upon  what  conditions  these  ladies 
were  ready  to  receive  us,  and  we  also 
agree*!  to  ttiem  ;  what  will  they  sajr  of  tis 
if  we  break  them  ?  We  shall  be  still  more 
to  blame,  if  any  mischief  befall  us,  for  it  is 
not  likely  that  they  would  demand  such  a 
promise  of  us,  if  they  did  not  know  them- 
selves to  be  in  ti  condition  to  make  us  re- 
pent the  breaking  of  it 

Here  tlie  vizier  took  the  caliph  aside, 
and  whispered  to  him  thus  :•  Sir.  the  nicht 
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§!• 


will  soon  be  at  an  end ;  and  ifyour  majesty 
will  onlv  be  pieaaed  to  have  so  mucli  pa- 
tience, I  will  take  these  ladiea  to-raorrow 
morning,  and  bring  them  before  your 
throne,  where  you  may  be  informed  of  all 
that  you  desire  to  know.  Though  this  ad- 
vice waa  ver)r  judicious,  the  caliph  rejected 
it,  bade  the  vizier  hold  his  tongue,  and  said 
he  would  not  stay  till  then,  but  would 
have  satisfaction  in  the  matter  nresently. 

The  next  business  was  to  know  who 
should  carry  tlie  messaer.  The  caliph  en- 
deavoured to  prevail  with  the  calenders  to 
speak  first,  but  they  excused  tbrmselves ; 
and  at  last  they  agreed  that  the  porter 
should  be  the  man  :  and  as  they  were  con- 
Ailting  how  to  word  this  fntal  question, 
Zobeide  returned  from  her  sister  Amine, 
who  was  recovered  of  l»er  fit,  drew  near 
them,  and,  having  overheard  them  speak- 
insr  pretty  loud,  and  with  some  passion, 
aaidy  Gentlemen,  what  is  the  subject  of 
your  discourse?  what  are  you  disputing 
about? 

The  porter  answered  immediately.  Ma- 
dam, tliese  gentlemen  pray  you  to  let  them 
understand  wherefore  you  wept  over  your 
two  bitches  aAer  you  whippen  them  so  se- 
verely, and  how  that  lady's  bosom,  who 
lately  fainted  away,  comes  to  be  so  full  of 
scars  ?  This  is  what  I  am  ordered  to  ask 
io  their  name. 

At  these  words,  Zobeide  looked  with  a 
ftero  countenance ;  and,  turning  towards 
the  caliph  and  the  rest  of  the  company.  Is 
this  true,  gentlemen,  said  she,  that  you 
bnve  given  him  order  to  ask  me  this  (]ues- 
tion  ?  All  of  them,  except  the  \'izier  Gia- 
fiir,  who  spoke  not  a  word,  answered,  Yes. 
On  which  ihe  told  them,  in  a  tone  that  siif- 
firiently  expressed  her  resentment,  Before 
we  granted  vou  the  favour  of  being  receiv- 
ed into  our  house,  and  to  prevint  all  ocra- 
•ion  of  troulile  from  yon,  bocaiisc  we  are 
nlone,  we  did  it  upon  condition  that  you 
shiMild  not  speak  of  anything  that  did  not 
concern  you,  lest  vou  mifflit  come  to  hear 
that  which  would  not  plense  you ;  and 
>'et,  after  having  received  and  entertained 
you  as  well  as  we  possibly  could,  you  make 
no  scruple  to  break  your  promise.  It  is 
tnic  that  our  easy  temper  lias  occasioned 
this,  but  that  shall  not  excuse  you,  for  your 
proceedings  are  very  unhamlsome.  As  she 
spoke  these  words,  slie  gave  three  hard 
knocks  with  her  foot,  and  clapping  her 
hands  as  often  together,  cried.  Come  quick. 
Upon  this,  a  door  flew  open,  and  seven 
ttninSF,  sturdy  black  slaves,  with  scimctars 
m  their  hands,  rushed  in  ;  every  one  seiz- 
ed a  man,  threw  him  on  the  ground,  and 
draeeed  him  into  the  middle  of  the  room, 
in  order  to  cut  off  his  head. 

We  may  easily  cxincei\-e  what  a  fright 
the  caliph  was  in :  he  then  repented,  but 
iuo  late,  that  he  had  not  taken  his  vixier's 


advice.  In  the  mean  time,  this  unhappy 
prince.  Giafar,  Mesrour,  the  porter,  and 
the  calenders,  were  upon  the  point  of  lo- 
sing their  lives  by  tiieir  indiscreet  curiosity. 
— But  before  tliey  would  strike  the  fatal 
blow,  une  of  tlie  slaves  said  to  2^beide 
and  her  sisters,  High,  mighty,  and  adora- 
ble mistresses,  do  you  command  us  to  cut 
their  throats  ?  Stay,  sa^s  Zobeide,  I  must 
examine  them  first.  The  frightened  [>orter 
interrupted  her  thus :  In  the  name  of  hea- 
ven, do  not  make  me  die  for  another  man's 
crime !  I  am  innocent — they  are  to  blame. 
Alas !  said  he,  crying,  how  pleasantly  did 
we  pass  our  time !  Those  blind  calenders 
are  the  cause  of  this  misfortune ;  there  is 
no  town  in  tlie  world  but  sufiers  wherever 
these  inauspicious  fellows  c»me.  Madam, 
I  l)eg  jrou  not  to  destroy  tlie  innocent  with 
the  guilty,  and  consider,  that  it  is  more 
glorious  to  pardon  such  a  wretch  as  I  am, 
who  have  no  way  to  help  niyFelf,  lljan  to 
sacrifice  me  to  your  resentment. 

Zobeide,  notwithstanding  her  anger, 
could  not  but  laugh  within  herself  at  tlie 
porter's  lamentation ;  but,  without  answer- 
ing him,  she  spoke  a  second  time  to  the 
rest :  Answer  me,  said  she,  and  tell  me 
who  you  are,  otherwise  you  shall  not  live 
one  moment  longer.  I  cannot  believe  you 
to  be  honest  men,  nor  persons  of  authority 
or  distinction  in  your  own  countries ;  for 
if  you  were,  you  would  have  been  modest 
and  more  respectful  to  us. 

The  caliph,  who  was  naturally  impatient, 
was  infinitely-  more  impatient  than  tlie  rest, 
to  find  his  life  depend  upon  the  commana 
of  a  lady  justly  incensi'd ;  but  he  began  to 
conceive  some  hopt*s,  when  he  saw  she 
would  know  who  they  were ;  for  he  ima- 
gined she  would  not  take  away  his  life, 
when  once  she  came  to  be  informed  who 
he  was; — therefore  he  spoke  with  a  low 
voice  to  the  vizier,  who  was  near  him,  to 
declare  speedily  who  he  was;  but  the  vi- 
zier, being  more  prudent,  resolved  to  save 
his  master's  honour,  and  not  let  the  world 
know  the  alFront  he  had  hrou«rl.t  \}]Hm 
himself  by  his  own  weakness;  and  there- 
fore answered,  We  have  what  we  deserve. 

But  if  he  would  have  spoke  in  oWdience 
to  the  caliph,  ZoU'ide  did  not  give  liim 
time .  for,  having  turned  to  the  calenders, 
and  seeing  them  all  three  blind  with  one 
eye,  she  asKed  if  they  were  bn)thers.  One 
of  them  answered,  No,  madam,  no  other- 
wise than  as  wc  are  calenders ;  that  is  to 
say,  as  we  oljservethe  same  rules. — Were 
you  born  blind  of  the  right  eye?  rei)lied 
she.  No,  madam,  answered  he ;  I  lost  mj 
eye  in  such  a  surprising  adventure,  that  it 
would  be  instructive  to  every  l»o<iy  were  it 
in  writing.  After  that  misfortune,  I  slmved 
nw  beard  and  eyebrows,  and  took  the  habit 
or  a  C4ilendcr.  which  I  now  wear. 

Zobeide  asaed  the  other  two  calenders 
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Line  question,  and  had  tlie  same  an- 
;  but  he  who  spoke  last  added,  Ma- 
■      '     1  you  thai  we      ' 


■■deration  for 

we  are  all  three  sons  ol  kin?s :  and  tiiou^h 

we  never  met  toother  tiK  triis  evening, 

Et  we  have  had  tune  enough  to  make  tJiat 
own  to  one  another ;  and  I  assure  you, 
that  the  kings  from  whom  we  derive  our 
being  made  some  noiae  in  the  World. 

At  this  discourse,  ZobeiJe  asnuaged  her 
anger,  and  said  to  the  slaves.  Give  thetn 
their  liberty  awhile,  but  stay  here.  Those 
who  tell  us  their  history,  and  the  occasion 
of  their  coming,  do  them  no  hurt,  let  tliem 
go  where  the^  please ;  but  <Io  not  spare 
thoK  who  refuse  to  gtve  us  that  satisfac- 
tion.  Here  Scheherazade  stopped ;  and 

her  silence,  as  well  as  Jay-light,  givirip  the 
•ultan  to  know  tliat  it  was  time  for  him  to 
rise,  he  got  up,  and  resolved  to  hear  the 


THIRTT-SEVENTH  MIGHT. 

DiHABuoG,  who  ilso  took  a  great  ileal 
of  pleasure  to  hear  the  sultanesa's  stories, 
•aid  to  her,  about  the  close  of  the  follow- 
ing night,  Oearsiater,  if  y^ou  be  not  asleep, 
I  conjure  you  tn  go  on  with  the  agreeable 
■tory  of  the  three  calenders. 

Scheheraxade  asked  leave  of  ihe  Biiltnn, 
and  having  obtained  it,  Sir,  said  she,  the 
three  calenders,  the  caliph,  the  grand  vi- 
tier  Oinfnr,  the  eunuch  Mesrour,  and  the 
porter,  were  nil  in  the  middle  of  the  hall, 
seated  upon  a  foot-carpei,  in  the  presence 
of  the  three  ladies,  who  sat  upon  s  sofa, 
anii  the  slaves  stood  ready  to  do  whatever 
their  miatresses  should  command. 

The  porter,  undentandiiig  that  he  might 


liimself  from  danger  by  lelliBc 
his  history,  spoke  fitst,  and  said.  Madam, 
you  know  my  history  already,  and  the  0»- 
CBSion  of  my  coming  hither ;  so  that  what 
1  have  to  say  will  be  very  shorL  My  lady, 
your  sister  there,  called  me  this  morning  at 
the  place  where  I  plied  as  porter  to  see 
ifany  body  would  employ  me,  that  Irai^l 
get  my  bread.  1  followed  her  to  a  vinl- 
ner'a,  then  to  an  herb-shop,  then  to  ooe 
that  sold  oranges,  lemons,  nnd  citrons, 
then  to  a  grocer  s,  next  to  a  ronleclioner's^ 
and  a  dniggnst'e,  with  my  basket  upon  mf 
'  "  '  "'ull  as  i  was  able  to  carry  it:  then 
where  you  had   the  good- 


■   forget.     This, 


e  to  c 


that  I  shall 

When  the  porter  had  done,  ZSibeide  said 
to  him.  Go.  niarch,  let  uk  see  yini  no  more 
here.  Maoam,  replied  the  ivirter.  I  heg 
you  to  let  me  stay  :  it  would  not  be  just, 
after  the  rest  have  had  the  pleasure  tn  hear 
my  history,  tlint  I  sliould  not  alMi  have  the 
satisfaetion  tii  hear  tlielr's.  .\ikI,  haviitf 
spoken  thus,  sat  down  at  the  end  of  the 
si)ra,  glad  at  heart  to  Imve  esciiped  the 
danger  that  hail  frightened  him  no  murJt, 
After  him,  one  of  the  three  calenders,  di- 
recting his  speech  to  Znbeide,  as  the  prin- 
cipal of  the  three  ladii'S,  and  the  person 
that  commanded  him  tn  speak,  began  his 
story  thus : — 

The  Hitbrry  of  the  Firit  Cafcnder,  > 
Jtinf**  Son. 

Madam,  in  order  to  inforfti  vou  bow  I 
liiBt  my  right  eye,  and  why  I  w-aa  obliged 
to  put  myself  into  a  calemler's  hahit,  I  . 
must  tell  you,  that  I  am  a  kins's  «on  bom : 
the  king  mv  father  had  a  bnnher  that 
reigned,  as  he  did,  over  a  neighbourinK 
kingdom ;  and  the  prince  hU  sun  and  I 
were  nearly  of  the  same  age. 

After  I  had  learned  my  exerdMa,  and 
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the  long  my  fiither  granted  roe  such  liberty 
ai  suited  my  dignity,  I  went  regularly 
every  year  to  see  my  uncle,  at  whose  court 
I  amused  myself  for  a  month  or  two,  and 
then  returned  again  to  my  father's.  These 
wveral  journies  cemented  a  firm  and  inti- 
mate friendship  between  the  prince  my 
cousin  and  myself.  The  last  time  I  saw 
him  he  received  me  with  greater  demon- 
strations of  tendeme89than  he  had  done  at 
•By  time  before ;  and,  resolving  one  day  to 
e[ive  me  a  treat,  he  made  great  prepara- 
tions for  that  purpose.  We  continued  a 
long  time  at  table ;  and  afler  we  had  both 
supped,  Cousin,  said  he,  you  will  hard\y  be 
aUe  to  guess  how  I  have  been  employed 
since  your  last  departure  from  hence,  now 
about  a  year  past.  I  have  had  a  ^reat 
many  men  at  work  to  perfect  a  design  I 
have  in  my  mind  :  I  have  caused  an  edi- 
fice to  bs  built,  which  is  now  finbhed  so  as 
to  be  habitable ;  you  will  not  be  displeased 
if  I  show  it  you.  But  first  you  are  to  pro- 
mise me,  upon  oath,  that  you  will  keep  my 
secret,  acconling  to  the  confidence  I  repose 
ID  you. 

The  afl^ction  and  familiarity  that  sub- 
•sted  between  us  would  not  allow  mc  to 
refuse  him  anjr  thin^.  I  very  readily  took 
the  oath  required  of  me :  upon  which  he 
said  to  me.  Stay  here  till  I  return — I  will 
be  with  you  in  a  moment ;  and  according- 
ly he  came  with  a  lady  in  his  hand,  of  sin- 
gular beautjr,  and  magnificently  apparelled. 
He  did  not  intimate  who  she  was,  neitlier 
did  I  think  it  was  polite  in  me  to  inquire. 
We  sat  down  again  witli  this  lady  at  ta- 
ble, where  we  continued  some  time,  con- 
versing upon  indifierent  subjects,  and  now 
and  then  filling  a  glass  to  eacn  otlier's 
health.  Afler  which  the  prince  said,  Cou- 
«n,  we  must  bse  no  time ;  therefore  prav 
obhge  me  by  taking  this  lady  along  with 
jou,  and  conducting  her  to  such  a  place, 
where  you  will  see  a  tomb  newly  built  in 
/bnn  of  a  dome.  Tou  will  easily  know  it, 
the  gate  is  open ;  go  in  there  together,  and 
tarry  till  I  come,  which  will  be  very  spee- 
dily. 

.  ficing  true  to  my  oath,  I  made  no  farther 
'ncjuiry,  but  took  the  ladv  by  the  hand, 
L<i,  by  the  directions  which  the  prince  my 
%i8in  had  given  me,  I  brought  Iier  to  the 
>Ace,  by  the  lii^ht  of  the  moon,  without 
**  i  »sinr  one  step  of  the  way.  We  were 
■K^^Tarcely  got  thither,  when  we  saw  the 
f>f^incc  following  after,  carr>'ing  a  little 
^*  "^-^-her  with  water,  a  hatchet,  and  a  little 
with  plaster, 
he  hatchet  served  him  to  break  down 

empty  sepulchre  in  the  middle  of  the 

***TKib;  he  took  away  tlie  stones  <mp  after 

•pother,  and  laid  them  in  a  corner.  When 

•"^   this  was  taken  away,  he  digged  up  the 

C*"«>und,  where  I  saw  a  trap-door  under  the 

t^^^chre,  which  he  lifted  up,  and  under- 

■  2 


neath  perceived  the  head  of  a  staircase 
leadinjG^  into  a  vault.  Then  iny  cousin, 
speaking  to  the  lady,  said,  Madam,  it  is  by 
this  way  that  we  are  to  fi^o  to  the  place  I 
told  you  of.  Upon  which  the  lady  drew 
nigh,  and  went  aown^  and  the  prince  be- 
gan to  follow;  but  hrst,  turning  to  me. 
said.  My  dear  cousin.  I  am  infinitely  obligea 
to  you  for  the  trouble  you  have  taken  \  I 
thank  you.  Adieu.  I  cried.  Dear  cx>usm, 
what  is  the  meaning  of  this?  Be  content, 
replied  he ;  you  may  return  back  the  same 
wajr'  vou  came. 

Scheherazade  having  proceeded  thus 
far,  saw  day  appear,  which  prevented  her 
proceeding  any  farther.  Tne  sultan  sot 
up,  but  longed  very  much  to  know  the  de- 
sien  of  the  prince  and  his  lady,  who  seem- 
ed as  if  they  had  a  mind  to  hur>r  them- 
selves alive ;  and  impatiently  waited  for 
next  night,  that  he  might  be  tlion)ughly 
informed  of  it. 


THIRTY-EIGHTH  NIGHT. 

DiiTAazADE  awaked  the  sultaness  next 
night  as  usual,  and  prayed  her  to  c^mtinue 
the  history  of  the  first  calender.  Schahriar 
havin?  also  signified  to  the  sultaness,  that 
it  would  be  very  pleasing  to  him,  she  re- 
sumed the  thread  of  her  discourse  as  fol- 
lows : 

Madam,  said  the  calender  to  Zobeide,  I 
could  get  nothins:  farther  from  him,  but 
was  obliged  to  taxe  leave  of  him.  As  I  re- 
turned to  my  uncle's  palace,  the  vapours 
of  the  wine  got  up  into  my  head ;  howe- 
ver, I  got  to  my  apartment,  and  went  to 
bed.  Next  morning,  when  I  awaked,  I 
began  to  reflect  upon  what  had  happened 
the  night  before ;  and  after  recollectmg  all 
the  circumstances  of  such  a  singular  ad- 
venture, I  fancied  it  was  nothiiifir  but  a 
dream.  Full  of  these  thoughts,  fsent  to 
see  if  the  prince,  my  cousin,  was  ready  to 
receive  a  visit  from  me;  but  when  they 
brought  word  back  that  he  did  not  lie  in 
his  own  lode[ings  that  night,  they  knew  not 
what  was  wcome  of  him,  and  were  in 
nuich  tmiible  about  it,  I  conceived  that  the 
strange  event  of  the  tomb  wviS  but  too 
true.  I  was  senKihly  afflicted  at  it ;  and 
st(*aling  away  privately  from  my  peo- 
ple, I  went  to  the  public  buryinff-pfacc, 
where  there  was  a  vast  number  of  tombs 
like  that  which  I  had  seen.  I  spent  the 
day  in  viewing  them  one  after  another 
but  could  not  find  that  I  sought  for,  ana 
thus  I  spent  four  days  successively  in  vain. 

You  must  know,  that  all  this  while  the 
king  my  uncle  was  absent,  and  had  been 
hunting  for  several  days;  and  I  grew 
weary  of  staying  for  him,  and  having 
prayed  h»  ministers  to  make  my  apokigy 
to  him  at  his  return,  I  left  his  palace»  and 
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■et  nut  towards  mv  father's  court,  from 
nrhich  I  had  never  been  so  loner  absent  be- 
lore.  I  lell  the  ministers  of  llie  kins  my 
uncle  in  great  trouble,  to  think  nliat  waa 
became  oT  Ihe  prince  my  cousin  :  but  be- 
cause of  the  oath  I  had  mnde  to  keep  his 
secret,  I  durst  not  tell  them  of  any  tliinf 
that  I  had  seen  or  knew,  in  order  to  make 
them  easy. 

I  orrived  at  my  father's  capital,  the 
usual  place  of  his  residence,  where,  con- 
trary to  custom,  I  found  a  great  guard  at 
Ihegateof  the  palace,  who  surrounded  me 
as  I  entered.  Tasked  the  reason,  and  tlie 
commanding  otfic«r  replied,  Prince,  the  ar- 
my has  proclaimed  the  gninil  vizier  king, 
instead  of  your  father,  who  is  dead,  and  1 
take  you  prisoner  in  the  name  of  the  new 
kin£>  At  these  words  the  euards  laid  hold 
of  me,  and  carried  me  before  the  tyrant. 
I  leave  you  to  judge,  madam,  how  much  I 
was  surprised  and  grieved, 

This  rebel  vizier  had  lone  entertained  a 
mortal  hatred  againnt  me,  tor  Iliis  reason : 
when  I  was  a  alripling,  I  loved  to  shoot  in 
a  croas-bnw ;  and  bcin^  one  day  upon  the 
terrace  of  the  palace  with  my  Iviw,  a  bird 
happening  to  come  b)',  1  shot,  but  missed 
him,  and  tlie  ball  by  misfortune  hit  Ihe  vi- 
liier,  who  waa  taking  tlie  air  upon  the  ter- 
race of  his  own  house,  and  put  out  one  of 
his  eyes.  As  soon  as  1  understood  it,  I  not 
Dnl)|  sent  to  make  mv  excuses  to  him,  but 
did  it  in  person :  ^-et  lie  always  resented  it, 
and,  as  opportunity  olTercd,  made  me  sensi- 
ble of  it :  but  now,  mrdam,  that  he  had 
me  in  his  power,  he  exprctned  his  rescnl- 


y  barbaroiia 


;  for  he 


eame  to  me  like  a  madman, 
ever  he  saw  me,  and  tlirusiing  his  finger 
into  my  riirht  eve,  pulled  it  out  himself; 
,  and  so,  madam,  I  became  bhndof  one  eye. 
But  the  usurper's  cruelty  did  not  stop 
here ;  he  ordered  me  to  be  shut  up  in  a 
box,   and  commanded  the  executioner  to  I 


It  off  B 


birds  of  prey.  The  executioner  and  ano— ' 
ther  man  carried  me  thus  shut  tip  m^ 
horseback  into  the  countrj',  in  order  U^ 
execute  the  usurper's  barbarous  sentence; 
but  by  my  prayers  anil  tears,  1  moved  th^ 
executioner's  companion.  Go,  said  he  t» 
me,  get  you  speedily  out  of  the  kinfdcm, 
and  lake  heed  of  ever  returning  to  it, 
otherwise  you  will  certainly  meet  your  own 
ruin,  and  bethe  cause  of  mine.  I  thanked 
him  for  the  favour  he  did  me;  and  as  eooo 
as  1  was  lefl  alone,  1  comforted  myself  for 
the  loss  of  my  eve,  by  considering  titat  I 
had  very  narrowly  escaped  much  greater 
danger. 


E laces  while  it  was  day,  and  travelled  aa 
ir  by  night  as  m_y  strenglh  would  alh>w 
me.  At  last  1  arrived  in  the  dominions  oT 
the  king  my  uncle,  and  came  to  his  capitaL 
1  gave  liim  a  long  detail  of  the  tra^ral 
cause  of  my  return,  and  of  the  Bad  condi- 
tion he  saw  me  in.  Alas !  cried  he,  waa  it 
not  enough  fur  me  to  have  lost  my  aon, 
hut  must  I  have  news  also  of  the  death  tf 
a  brother  I  loved  so  dearly,  and  see  you 
also  reduced  to  this  deplorable  condition? 
He  told  me  how  uneasy  he  was,  that  he 
could  hear  nothing  ofhis  son.  notwith- 
standing all  the  diligence  and  inquiry  he 
could  make.  At  these  words  tlie  unfortu- 
nate father  burst  out  into  tears,  and  wa£ 


any  longer;  so  that,  notwillisianding  my 
oath  totheprincemycou8in,I  told  the  kin* 
his  father  all  thai  I  knew. 

His  majesty  listened  to  me  with  boidc 
sort  of  comfort;  and  when  I  had  done, 
Nephew,  said  he,  what  you  tcQ  me  givea 
me  some  hope.  I  knew  that  my  son  ordei^ 
ed  that  tomb  to  be  b  " 


c  built,  and  1  can  gaem 


I 
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prrlty  noar  :it  tlir  plnrr:  niul    wiih  ihr  '  l^mkI  snltniifKs,  saul  »<hr,  I  pray  you  make 

t>1t.'a  yon  ^till  hnvr  of  it,  I  taitry  \\r  shall  :in  tiul  of  your  ston  of  llit*  tiint  ral('iuI(T| 

find  it :  tiiit  «iii<'r  !.«■  nnii'ii-<l  ii  iH  In-   liuiit  Inr  1  am  itaiiy  to  ilir  uiili  iiii)  aiH'itce  till  1 

nivattly,  a  in}  \imi  hnk  vimr  nrith  in  k«'«'p  know  xUr  ismu-  of  it.  \\  rjl  iJniMiaiil  Sche- 

ii«  si'cn-t,  I  atn  of  opinion  thai  \vr  taiL^ht  lit-ra/aiU-.  uui  ii  int  inhiT  htiw  iiu>  lirM  ca- 

to  f o  in  i|Mi-?4t  ol' it  :t!nnr.  uiil.nui  >ayni£r  it  ndcr  i-ontiniad  hi>  ^lory  to  Z<>l)i'i<le:  I 

any  thiii::.     Itut  In-  hnd  .'iniMhtT  n  a>on  tiir  cannot  i  i.oi.jjh  cNprcNx,  inadain,  Haid  he, 

k«<'pini'tli(*tnattrrHi  rp-t.  whicfi  ht- did  not  how  niu(*h  1  was  aHltini>hi  d  whtii  Inawthe 

t}  I'll  1<  II  nif,  and  an   iinptrtant  n  :i:<itn  it  kin:r   ii.v  \  i,v\r  ahust*  thf  pniici'  Uu§  m>u 

wa*.  a:4  you  will  \h  ncivf  hy  thr  m  (pul  of  ihn>  afn  r  hi-  wa>  diad.    Sir,  naid  I,  what- 

irvdiTiMir^'.  rvir  trm  f  this  di.-nial  ^ijrht  in  caiKiMe  to 

A\  f  dis»rnis<d  o!irs<lv«*s.'an<l  wi-nt  nut  ]»y  irnpr*  »  iijmhi  nn-,  I  am  lorccd  ti»  hu^pcnd 

a  dncir  f»r  till*  jTardt  n  wi.ii-li  oj^ntd  into  it.  on  puipoM-  to  ask  >our  inajcHty  what 

thr  tu'lil.  and  soon  ti>nnil  what  \\r  ^on:  hi  tiin.t-  t|  r  piinct*  in>  ('oii>iii  in  ay  ha  vl*  com- 

fiir.     I  knt-w  thr  tomh.  ai  •]  wa-<  i!.f  VAMt-  iMttti!.  that  his  i  orpx-  hhould  dcsirvtr  thin 

rrioirrd    at   it,    hirsniM-    I    had    ii»rn»rl\  m>i1  ot  1m  ;iiii.(  nt  r — Ntrphrw,  rfplati  the 

ftMiirht  it  a  loMir  liini*  in  v:iiii.     W'r  i  nii  i-  kii:L'.  1  iiMist  1<  Ii  \oii.  that  inyMUi  (ulio  in 

ri!.  and  fouiiti  tiic  iion    ti:ip  pn-iid  lioun  ni.uoiiiix  nf  thai  naiiit*}    lovfd  his  sister 

Ut^tn   thr  tntranrrof'  the   st:iiir:iM' :  \\r  fioin  his  inl'am  y,  a^:  ^ill' diil  hiiii ;  I  did  not 

ha'i   innrh   ado    to  mi^r*   it«    hri*aii>f   the  liindtT  thiir  ;rio\siiiir  lovi-,  h«raust'  I  did 

priiirt*  liaii  fa^'Tfiit  il   it  on  ti:t'   in>ii!«>  uiili  iioitiin-Mc  tht>  )H-inirious  (■t>ii.»«r|iirnrt'ur 

ihr  wattT  and  pl:i'^t«T  l"i»rmi  rl\  nn  niiom-iL  it.  This  tt'iidt -ni«  >s  iiurt  aM  d  as  th«'y  ^Tt-W 

bur  at  ia»t  we  did  trvl  it  np.                            |  in  xcirs  t(»  such  a  hncrht,  that  I  drcadt'd 

Thr  kiiiL'  my  ntn'|t'  lir^rifninl  Wt^U  I  fol-  '  tin*  inil  of  it.     At  last  1  apj'lud  smh  rnntJ- 

lnw('d,and  Wf  Wfiit  (h»wn  alKinitit^y  ».f»jts.  <h<"s  as  wt-rc  in  my  |-4iwti.  J  not  only  ;:avt' 

\Vh*  n  wr  rami*  to   th«'  tin  it  (»f  t!  «•  ^-iiiiis,  m\  son  a  s<*vrn"  rcpriinaiul  tu  private.  la\- 

wr  tontid   a  sort  of  ant« -t-handf-r.   Iiill  of  inr  In  ligr  him  ih«-  hoiriitlc  nature  of  the 

a  tiiirk  srntikt*.  of  an  ill  *ii-i'nt.  \\  hirh  oli«>nir-  pa^>ioi)  ht'  riii«  riainrd,  am!  tiic  riniial  dis- 

trd  Xl.t*  lamp  that  fraw  n  viry  liiint  liirht.  i^iacr  hi*  woiiM  hrin::  ni^Mi  my  fainiU.  if 

Front    tliis  :inti*-rh:an,ht  r  \\v  ramr  into  ht-  iHT>i>tid  in  Mii-|iriiii:inal  courH  >,  hut  I 

anoth«  r,  vrry  lnrir*',  ^•rvj'ortrd  hy  rrrat  ro-  also  npifxiiird  thr  samr  li»  m\  daiisiiter: 

Iiiniii'i,  aiiil   lirhtrd    h\    M-viTa!   hr:im*l.rd  I  and  1  shut  her  up  m»  tIom*  tiiat  shi*  could 

raniilf  «>tick:«.    Th«  r*- wa*  a  ri-t*  rii  in  thf-  linvr  no  convtrsati(>n   with   In  r  Inother. 

midiltf,    aiiil     pro\  :>:ons  of  HVi  ral    sort<<  Ihit  that  unliirtunati' m-aturr  had  swallow- 

atandiHL'  on  onr  «•:.!*•  of  it:  hut  wcwf-ri*  i'<l  m»  mtirh  oi'  thr  |-oiMin,  ttiat  all  the  ob- 

vir\  niurji  siirpri'^d  to  sit*  riidNiiiy.    Ii«>>  stnr'i'H  whirh  hy  my  piuilnnt'  I  rould  lay 

i^>rr  u<»  tht  If  aji>  :iri  •!  an  hii'h  sof:i.  wha'h  in  the  way  M'rvtd  onl>  ti*  intlainr  hi  r  l(»vt*« 

Wr  inounti  d  h\    m\(t:i1  >Ii  p^^,  :ind  ov<t  My  »son.  hfinir  |HTsuadt-il  oi*  liis  sii:i<  r*a 

ihi'i.  thi'ir  :t|^  Mri'd  a  \i  ry  I;ii''r  Ud,  with  ron^taiiry.  tui  pr<ti'iu'r  of  huililin»  a  tomh, 

tiji'  turtam^  •Iraun  t!ii<«-.     Tt.f  kin<5  wriit  raoM-il  this  std*ti  rraiitou.s  hahitution  to  lic 

up.  anil  I '{N  11:11:''  th«'  curtain^.  ;•<  in  ivi-d  inadi*.  in  ho|v  s  to  tind  <in«' J:tv  t»r  othernii 

th«-  priiif'r  tii<«>oii  iiiid  thf  l:iil\  in  Udtoiri-  op)Htitunity  to  |-os>rss  hiinM  It' ol'  that  ob- 

liitr.  hut  hunit  and  rhiiii::*  d  to  a  roril.  :i.-<  if  ji  rt  u  hirh  was  tin'  cauM-  of  hi^  ihiine,  and 

th*  y  had  Imtii  tiirou  ti  into  :i  -jr*  :it  lirr,  and  to  hrinir  h«T  htihtr.     He  tiH>k  advanla;:f  uf 

takt  nniit  .'ifrain  iM-t'^ri- th''\  wi  irroi.siMin  •!.  m\  a)r><  nrr  toi  iittT  h\  lorcr  into  thr  plac*«: 

Rut  what  siirpiiMd  iiii   most  ot  :ii!  wa^.  ot'  his  sistt-r's  roiitini  uK'iit  :  hut  ihi-^uah  a 

Ui.it   thouirii  thiM  >;tt!:iiii-  tiiii  •!  n.f  uith  nrrum<>tanri*  wiiii'h  in>   honour  wouid  not 

horri»r,  tin*  kinir  iiv  nn<  i  .  in^ti-fid  of  ti  .-ti-  '■ufit-r  inr   to  m:iki'   puhlir  :    and  aflir  mi 

f>tiiir  his  Mirrow  til  Ml-  thi-  pnnrf  hi-<  son  d:iriiiiah!i-:iii  nciion.  hrrameand  shut  hiiii' 

•11  such  a  t'fifirhtfiil  coiiihiion.  s[>it  on   1  i^  sr.fu)>  with  h«-r  in  this  pi. ir«\  which  he  haH 

f»t'i»,  Hiid  said  to  hiiii  uithii  di^d:iii.!'iil  :iir.  siippii'd.  a«>  >ou  si  i'.  witti  :i.l  soit.^  of  pn>- 

*  Thn  \*  flit*  t>uiii'>l  fi.t  i.t  of'  thi^worl*!,  hill  vi'>ion«.  that  h«-  nii::hi  frijo>  hi**  «)(tt->tuhle 

liint  oftU*  oth<T  u.il  l:i»t  iiM-ti  initv  ;*  :ir.ii  i>i«-a^uri  •  tiir   :i  IoIil'  tinu*.  uhith  ouifht  to 

lint  content   With   thi>,     hi-  piiilid   oil  h:^  h«*  :i  siih:«  (M  nf  honor  to  all  thr  wiiHtl ;  liut 

usindal,  aini  lm^*'  ht^  s^tii  a  ritat  h!ow  on  (tod.  who  unuid  Loi^^uMtr  such  an  aUuiii- 

tiif  chfi  k  with  ii.  n.(::oii.h:is  iu>t.\  puni-^l.td  th«  in  Uith.  At 

Hut.^ir,  <iai<l  Si  l.t-hi  ra/.'hli  ,  it  i.sday.  Iain  tl-> -»'  wonl-.  !•    ii.iittd  into  tears,  and  I 

■orry  your  maj'-tx''-  iiim-   u  il!  not  :i;ii»w  mi.-miI  ii-ini   v.;ihli«^. 

you  til  hi:»r  nil*  1.1' 1 1.I  r.    Thi-   st,.r'.  ;,;^  Afi«  r  :t  uh.'i .  c-.vtiiiiT  hi'<  e\rs  u|)oii  nK". 

fjearim:  very  str:in;ri   to  tl  r  •^«i!i:iii.  hr  L'ot  F)«  .»r  n«  j-l  •  u  .  cri«  d  hi  .  1  ii.hracinir  mt*.  if  I 

up  rt  solved  to  hearth'-  M>tofi:  it  \tni^'!ii.  have  |o'>t  tl  :it  ui.worthv  *-tiii.  I  i^hall  hapiv 

tind  Ml  \  oil  \\  h.it  u  i.n  i  tti  r  ■*npply  hin  place. 

The  n  til « tinns  hi  inaiit  on  tliedoicliil  end 

TIIIRTY-MNTII  NlliHT.                   »  of  tin-  piiiice  an>1  pniici  i.?.  his  daui^hter, 

Di5  %KXADC  Wwz  awake  MHiniT  than  or-  inadt>  u^  ^Nith  fall  into  a  in  w  tit  ofwerpiuif. 

diaajy,  called  her  bister  Scheliera7.adc.  My  1  \\t  went  up  the  same  biaiit  afftio,  and 
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dnMrted  at  iatt  rrom  that  dismal  place. 
We  let  down  aKain  tlie  irap-door,  and  co- 
vered it  witli  eanii,  aad  sucli  olher  mate- 
riali  at  the  tomb  ctu  built  of,  on  purpose 
ta  hide,  as  much  aa  lay  in  our  power,  su 
terrible  an  efcct  of  tlie  wrath  of  God. 
We  had  not  bei^n  very  long  gvt  back  to 


dnirat,  and  otiier 
•oon  luiderstood  by  Ihe  thick  ck)ud  of  dust, 
which  almo«  darkened  the  air,  that  it  wae 
the  arrival  of  a  fonuidable  army  :  and  il 
proved  to  be  tlie  same  vizier  that  had  de- 
throoed  my  fiilher,  ami  usurped  his  throne, 
Who,  with  a  vast  number  of  troops,  was 
alto  come  lu  possess  liiiuself  of  tliat  of  tlie 
kios  my  uncle. 

iTial  prince,  who  tlien  had  only  hia 
usual  guarda  about  him,  muld  not  resist  so 
many  enemies ;  iliey  invested  tlie  cii^,  and 
the  fates  being  opened  lo  them  without 
■nyreniiitance,  Uiey  very  soon  became  mas- 
ters of  the  city,  and  broke  into  itie  palace 
where  Ihe  king  my  uncle  was,  who  defend- 
ed himMelf  till  he  wan  kille<l,  and  sold  hi«^ 
life  at  a  dear  rale :  for  niy  part,  I  iou^lit  ae 
well  as  I  could  fiir  a  while ;  but  seeing  we 
e  forced  to  Hubmit 


bacic  ways,"  and  got  to  one  of  the  king^s 
•ervants,  lui  whose  fidelity  I  could  depend. 

Being  thus  surrounded  with  sorrow*,  and 
persecuted  by  fortune,  I  had  recourse  to  a 
Mrelagem,  which  whs  Ihe  only  means  led 
me  to  BBve  my  life ;  1  caused  my  beard  and 
eyebrows  to  i>c  Hhaved,  and  putting  on  a 
calender's  hahii,!  parsed,  unknown  by  any, 
out  of  the  city ;  after  that,  by  deerees,  I 
found  it  easy  lo  ^l  out  of  my  uncle^s  king- 
dom, b^  taking  the  by-roads. 

I  avoided  passing  through  towns,  until  I 
was  got  into  the  empire  of  the  mighty  gn- 
vernor  of  tlie  muKiiilmen,  the  glonous  and 
renowned  Caliph  Haroun  Alraschid,  when 
I  thought  myselfout  of  danger;  and  con- 
iidertag  what  I  was  to  do,  1  resolved  lo 
eome  to  Bagdad,  intending  to  lliruw  my- 
■elf  at  the  Teet  of  that  monarch,  whose 

Suerosity  is  every  where  applauded.     I 
ill  move   him  to  compaasion,  said  I  to 


In  short,  after  a  journey  of  several 
months,  I  arrived  yesterday  al  the  gate  of 
this  city,  into  which  I  entered  about  the 
dusk  of  the  evening ;  and  stopping  3 
tittle  while  to  revive  my  spirits,  and  to  con- 
sider which  way  I  was  to  turn,  this  other 
rslender  you  see  here  next  to  me  came  up : 
ha  saluted  me,  and  I  him. — You  appear, 
■U I   to  be  s  stnoKcr,  u  I  am.— Tou  ' 


I  are  not  mistaken,  replied  he.  He  bad  na 
'  sooner  returned  Uiis  answer,  butOiat  tfajrd 
calender  you  see  there  overtook  us.  lie 
saluted  ua,  and  told  us  he  was  a  siran|er 
newly  come  to  Bagdad  ;  ao  as  hrethieu  we 
joined  togettier,  resolving  not  to  separate 
from  one  another. 
I  Meanwhile  il  was  late,  and  we  knew  not 
where  to  seek  a  lodging  in  the  city,  where 
we  had  no  actyainlance,  and  had  never 
been  belbre.  But  good  Ibrtune  harinc 
brought  UH  before  your  gate,  wemadebold 
lo  knock,  when  you  received  us  with  eo 
much  kindnesH,  that  we  are  incapable  to 
return  you  suitable  thanks.  This,  madam, 
said  he,  is  in  obedience  toyourcommanda, 
the  account  1  was  to  give  you  why  I  lost 
my  right  eye,  wherefore  my  beard  aiul 
eyebrows  are  sliaved,  and  how  I  came  to 
be  with  yon  at  this  present  time. 

It  is  enough,  said  Zobeide ;  you  may  re- 
lire  to  what  fdace  you  think  fit.  The  ca- 
leniler  made  tiis  excuse,  and  begged  the  la* 
dies'  leave  to  stay  till  tie  had  heaiil  the  re- 
lations of  his  two  comrades,  whom  I  can- 
not, said  he.  leave  witli  honour ;  and  till  be 
might  also  hear  iIiom:  of  the  three  Otber 
persona  that  were  in  company. 

Here  Schelterazade  said  to  the  sultan, 
Sir,  the  daylight  winch  vou  see  prevents 
me  from  going  on  with  the  story  of  the  se- 
cond calender;  but  if  your  majesty  wiB 
hear  it  to-morrow,  you  will  find  as  much 
satisfactiou  in  Uiat  as  in  the  story  of  the 
firsL  To  which  the  sultan  gave  conaent, 
and  so  gut  up,  in  order  to  go  to  counciL 
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)  find  I 

,  ?CODI 

lender  as  she  had  in  the  first,  railed  n 

call  upon  the  sultanesshefiireday.  If  you 
be  not  asleep,  sister,  said  she,  I  would  JirwT 
you  to  begin  the  story  ihst  you  promised 
me;  upon  which  Scheherazade  addressed 
her  discourse  to  the  sultan,  and  spoke  aa 
follows : 

Sir,  the  story  of  the  first  calender  aeem- 
ed  very  strange  to  the  whole  company,  but 
especially  to  the  caliph  ;  who,  notwjdt- 
B>anding  the  slaves  stood  by  with  their 
scimelers  in  their  hands,  could  not  forbear 
whispering  to  the  vizier — Manjr  storiea 
'  '  'leard,  but  never  sny  thi 
ir  the  story  of  the  calender 


Stort/of  the  Second  CaUnder,  uKing'tSom. 
Madam,  said  he,  to  obey  your  command, 
and  to  show  you  by  what  strange  accident 
I  became  blind  of  the  right  eye,  I  must  of 
necessity  give  you  the  whole  account  of 
myUfe. 
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I  was  scarce  part  my  infancy,  when  the 
king  my  talher  (tor  y<»u  must  know,  ma- 
dam, I  am  a  princt*  by  birth)  perceived tJ tat 
I  was  tndowoil  witti  a  ^reat  deal  cf  sense, 
and  spared  noihiiKT  that  was  pmper  for 
improving  it :  he  employed  all  the  men  in 
his  dominions  tbut  excelled  in  science  and 
art,  to  be  constantly  about  me. 

No  sooner  was  I  able  to  read  and  write, 
but  I  learnt  the  Alc^)ran  from  tlie  be^n- 
nin?  to  the  end  by  heart;  that  admirable 
book,  which  contains  the  foundation,  the 
precepts^  and  the  rules  of  our  relifrion ;  and 
that  1  might  be  thoroughly  instructed  in  it, 
I  read  the  works  of  the  most  appn)ved  au- 
thors, by  whose  commentaries  it  had  been 
explained.  I  added  to  this  study  that  of  all 
the  traditions  collected  from  the  moutli  of 
our  prophet,  by  the  great  men  that  were 
contemooniry  with  him.  I  was  not  satis- 
fied witiithe  knowledjjre  of  all  tliat  had  any 
relation  to  our  reIi>:ion,  but  made  also  a 
particular  search  into  our  histories.  I  made 
myself  ^'rfect  in  polite  learninff,  in  the 
works  of  poets,  and  versification.  1  applied 
mjrself  to  teosrraphy,  chronolo|ry,  and  to 
speak  our  Arabian  language  in  its  purity ; 
not  forgetting  in  the  mean  time  all  such 
exercises  as  were  proper  for  a  prince  to 
understand.  But  one  thing  which  1  was 
fond  of,  and  succeeded  in  to  admiration, 
was,  to  form  the  characters  of  our  Arabian 
linkage,  wherein  I  surpassed  all  the  wri- 
ting masters  of  our  kingdom  that  had  ac- 
quired the  greatest  reputation. 

Fame  did  me  more  honour  than  I  de- 
•er\*ed,  for  she  not  only  sprt* ad  the  renown 
of  my  talents  through  all  the  dominions  of 
the  km?  my  father,  imt  carried  it  as  far  as 
the  Indian  court,  whose  potent  monarch, 
desirous  to  see  me,  sent  an  ambassador 
with  rich  presents,  to  demand  me  of  my 
fiither,  who  was  extremely  glad  of  this  em- 
bassy for  several  reasons;  he  was  persua- 
ded that  nothing  could  tie  more  commend- 
able in  a  prince  of  my  age,  than  to  travel 
and  visit  foreign  courts;  and  he  was  very 
^lad  to  gain  the  frioiidi$hip  of  the  Indian 
sultan-  I  de|>arted  with  the  ambassador, 
but  with  no  erreat  retinue,  because  of  tlic 
len^h  and  dilHculty  of  the  journey. 

When  we  had  travelled  auout  a  month, 
we  discovered  at  a  distance  a  great  cloud  of 
dust,  and  under  that  we  saw  very  soon  fif\y 
horsemen,  well  armed,  that  were  robbers, 
eoming*  towards  us  on  full  crallop.  Schehe- 
razade perceiving  day,  told  the  sultan  of 
It,  who  got  up ;  but  drsiring  to  know  what 
passed  between  the  fiAy  men  on  horseback 
mud  the  Indian  ambassador,  this  prince  was 
aomcwhat  impatient  till  next  night  came. 


ter,  If  you  be  not  asleep,  dear  sister,  I  pray 
vou  continue  tlie  6tor>-  of  the  se«-ond  ca 
lender.    Scheherazade  began  in  this  man 
ner: 

Madam,  said  the  calender,  (always  speak 
ing  to  Zobeide,)  as  we  had  ten  horses  la- 
den witli  liaggage  and  otlier  presents,  that 
I  was  to  carry  to  the  Indian  sultan  fioin  the 
king  my  father,  and  mv  retinue  was  but 
small,  you  may  easily  judge  that  these  rob- 
bers came  boldly  up  to  us ;  and  not  being 
in  a  posture  to  make  any  on(K)iiiiion,  we 
told  them,  that  we  were  a nibasisadors  be- 
longing to  the  sultan  of  tlie  Indies,  and 
fho[)ed  they  would  attempt  nothing  ctintra- 
I  ry  to  that  resi^ct  that  is  due  to  them,  ihink- 
,  ing  by  this  means  to  save  our  e({ui^)age  and 
our  lives :  but  the  robbers  niost  ii.M>lently 
I  replied,  For  what  reason  wtuild  }ou  have 
I  us  show  any  respect  to  the  sultan  your  nuis- 
'  ter?  We  are  none  of  his  s\ibji*cts,  nor  arc 
I  we  upon  his  territories.    Having  6ix)keu 
thus,  they  surrounded  and  fell  ujmn  us:  I 
deiended  myself  as  long  as  1  ctiuld ;  but 
finding  myself  wounded,  and  seeing  the 
ambassador,  with  his  servants  and  mine, 
lying  on  the  ground,  I  made  use  of  what 
strength  was  yet  remaining  in  my  horbe, 
who  was  also  very  much  wounded,  and  se- 
parated myself  from  the  crowd,  and  rcMle 
away  as  fast  as  he  could  carry  me ;  but  he 
happening  all  of  a  sudden  to  fall  under  me. 
by  weariness  and  the  loss  of  blood,  he  fell 
down  dead.    I  got  rid  of  him  in  a  trice ; 
and  finding  that  I   was  not  pursued,  it 
made  me  judge  the  rohlM^rs  were  not  wit- 
ling to  quit  the  booty  Uiey  had  got. 

Scheherazade,  perceiving  da^'  cominf 
on,  was  obliged  to  stop  here.  O  sister,  said 
Dinarzade,  to-morrow  1  shall  be  more  dili- 
gent, in  hopes  vou  will  make  reparation  to 
tlie  sultan  for  the  loss  that  his  curiosity  has 
sustained  through  my  neglect.  Schaliriar 
arose  witliout  saying  one  word,  and  went 
to  his  usual  consultation. 
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almost  day  when   Dinarzade 
next  mormni^,  and  called  to  her  sis* 
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DiiriazADE  failed  not  to  call  tlic  sultan- 
ess  a  good  while  before  day.  My  dear  sis- 
ter, said  she,  if  you  be  not  asleep,  I  pray 
you  resume  tlie  story  of  tlie  calender,  i 
consent  to  it,  said  Scheherazade ;  and  so 
continued  it  in  these  words : 

Here  you  see  me^  said  the  calender, 
alone,  wounded,  destitute  of  help,  and  in  a 
strange  country :  I  durst  not  betake  nry- 
self  to  the  high  road,  fearing  I  might  fall 
again  into  the  hands  of  these  robbers. 
When  I  had  bound  up  my  wound,  which 
was  not  dangerous,  I  walked  on  the  rest  of 
the  day.  and  arrived  at  the  foot  of  a  moun- 
tain, where  I  perceived  a  passage  into  a 
cave;  I  went  in,  and  staid  there  thai 
i^t  with  little  satisfaction,  afler  I  had 

8 
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eiten  aotne  fhiita  that  I  fathered  iy  the 

1  continued  my  jonrne^  for  Keveral  days 
folldwine,  without  finding  any  place  of 
■bnJe ;  but  alter  a  moDlh'a  time,  1  came  to 
■  lar^  town,  well  intiabited,  nnd  altualed 
sn  much  the  more  advanta^eoualy,  as  ■' 
was  aurnninded  with  aeveral  rivera,  so  th 
it  enjojad  perpetual  spring. 

The  pleaaaniobjecta which  then  preaei 
ed  thenuelrea  to  my  view  alforded  i 
--nded  for  a  time  the  sc- 

_ uoverwhelmed  lolind 

myaeir  in  such  a  condition.  My  face 
hands,  and  feet,  were  black  and  sun-burnt , 
and,  by  my  long  journey,  my  shoes  and 
atoclciiigs  wert'  quite  worn  out,  so  that  I 
iraa  forced  to  walk  bare-footed;  and  be- 
aides,  my  clothes  were  all  in  rags.  I  enter- 
ed into  the  town  to  inform  myaelf  where  I 
was,  and  addressed  myself  to  a  tailor  that 
was  at  work  in  his  sFinp ;  who,  perceiving- 
by  my  air  that  I  was  a  person  of  more 
than  my  outward  appearance  bespoki 
to  be,  made  me  sit  down  by  hint,  and  a 

me  who  I  was,  from  whence  I  came,  

what  had  brought  me  thither?  I  did  not 
conceal  any  thing  of  all  that  had  befallen 
me,  nor  made  I  any  scruple  to  discover  my 

Tlie  tailor  listened  with  attention  to  my 
Words ;  but  after  I  had  done  speaking,  in- 
stead of  giving  me  any  ronsolalion,  he 
augmented  my  aorrow.  Take  heed,  said 
be,  how  ywi  diaco^er  t«  any  person  what 
you  have  now  declared  to  me ;  for  the 

E' ice  of  this  countiT  is  the  greatest  enemr 
t  the  kinf  your  father  faaa,  and  he  will 
certaidy  do  you  aome  mischief,  irtien  he 
eomea  ts  bear  of  your  being  in  thia  city, 
I  made  bo  doubt  of  the  tailor'a  sincerity, 

_i__  . d  the  prince:  but  since  the 

'-  ■^-— MO  ID}'  father  and 

__  o  my  aanenturea,  I 

cyMpardon,  nMia,  if  I  puait 


I  returned  the  tailor  thanks  for  hia  (ood 
advice,  and  ahoned  myself  inclinable  whol- 
ly to  follow  his  counsel,  and  aaaureil  ton) 
that  his  favours  should  never  be  forcotteu 
by  me.  And  as  he  believed  I  could  not  Dutbe 
hungry,  he  ordered  something  to  be  brought 
for  me  to  rat,  and  offered  me  at  the  same 
time  a  lodging  in  his  house,  which  I  ac- 
cepted. Some  days  at^er,  finding  me  pretty 
well  recovered  of  the  fali^e  I  had  endtir* 
ed  by  a  long  and  tedioua  journey,  and  rc- 
Ikctmg  that  most  princeB  of  our  religioii 
did  apply  tliemselves  to  some  art  or  calling; 
that  might  be  serviceable  to  them  upon  oc- 
casion, he  aaked  me  if  I  had  learned  any 
thingwhereby  I  might  get  a  livelihood,  and 
not  be  burdensome  to  any  man?  I  told  him 
that  I  imderGtood  the  laws,  both  divine  and 
human :  that  I  was  a  grammarian  and  po- 
et ;  and  above  all,  that  I  understood  wri- 
ting perfectly  well.  By  all  thia,  said  he, 
you  will  not  be  able  in  this  country  to  pur- 
chase yourself  one  morsel  of  bread  :  no- 
thing is  of  less  use  here  than  those  acien- 
tes;  but  if  you  will  be  advised  by  me,  taid 
he,  dresB  yourself  in  a  labourer'a  habit : 
and  since  you  sppear  to  be  strong^  andol 


may  bring  to  the  market  to  be  sold ; 
can  assure  you  it  will  turn  to  so  good  an 
account  that  you  may  live  by  it,  without 
dependance  upon  any  man  :  and  by  thia 
means  you  will  be  in  a  conaition  to  wait 
tor  the  favouraUe  minute,  when  Heaven 
shaii  thbk  fit  to  dispel  those  clouds  ofmia- 
'  ■  ne  that  thwart  your  happineaa,  and 
e  you  to  conceal  your  lirtb ;  I  wiH 

care  to  supply  you  with  ■  npe  and  « 

natchet. 

The  fear  of  being  known,  and  th«  ik- 
cessity  I  was  under  of  getting  a  lirrKhood, 
made  me  agree  to  thia  proposal,  notwith* 
standing  all  the  tneanneaa  and  banUlfaa 
(hat  at&nded  it    The  day  fcOowiaff  BB 
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Caflor  bmight  me  a  rope,  a  hatdiet,  ond  a 
abort  coat,  and  recommended  me  to  foidc  , 
poor  people  who  |;aiiied  tlieir  Iread  after 
the  taipe  manner,  lliai  they  miirlit  take  me 
ioto  their  company.  Thty  conducted  me 
to  tlic*  wood,  and  iJie  firhtdny  J  biouglit  in 
aa  much  upon  my  Jiead  bk  btoiighi  me  liaif 
a  piece  oT^pId,  which  in  tlie  n.oney  of  that 
eouiUry :  lor  though  the  wood  w  not  Tar 
daatant  fn^m  the  town,  vet  it  wbh  very 
•carce  tliere,  by  nuMin  that  iVw  or  none 
would  be  at  the  troiihle  to  fro  and  cut  it.  I 
gained  a  good  tum  of  money  in  a  short 
tune,  ami  repaid  nty  tailor  what  he  had  ad- 
vanord  fiir  me. 

I  continued  this  way  of  living:  for  a 
trhole  year ;  and  one  day,  thai  by  chance 
I  waa  frone  farther  into  the  V(N>d  than 
UMial,  I  happened  to  li|[fht  on  n  very  i>lea- 
aaut  place,  where  I  Ugan  to  cutclo^n 
woihI;  and  in  pulling  up  the  r(H>t  of  a 
tire,  I  e»pi«-d  an  iron  ring,  fastened  to  a 
trap-d(K>r  of  the  same  metal.  I  tcN'k  aw  ay 
the  eartli  titat  covf n*d  it,  and  liavine  lift- 
ed it  up,  Baw  stairs,  which  1  went  down, 
with  my  axe  in  my  hand. 

Wlien  ]  was  come  to  the  lK)ttom  of  \he 
ataira,  I  Hmnd  my«elf  in  a  large  palace, 
which  put  me  int«)  great  conMternatK)n,  Xh^ 
cautc  of  a  great  light,  which  apiiearcd  as 
clear  in  it  as  if  it  had  Km  aliove  ground, 
in  tlie  o|)en  air.    I  went  fiirward  along  a 

Gllery,  supported  by  pillars  of  ia^per,  the 
Be  and  capitals  of  ma^v  gold ;  but  see- 
ing a  kuly  of  n  noble  and  free  air,  and  ex- 
trcirely  Yieautiful,  coming  towards  nie,  my 
eyes  were  taken  off  fnmi  beholding  any 
otlt^T  object  but  her  alone. 

Here  Schcliera/.odc  stopped,  l^ccause 
day  appeared  :  Uit  Dinarzade  said.  Dear 
aititer,  I  confess  lam  extremely  well  pleas- 
ed with  what  >ou  liave  told  us  to-day,  and 
I  touigiue  tlist  the  following  \\arX  tnust  be 
DO  leas  Burnrising. — You  are  not  mistaken, 
paid  the  suitam'f«,  for  the  remainder  of  this 
alor^'  of  the  second  calender  is  Wtter  wortli 
my  lord  the  sultan's  attention,  tlian  all  thai 
lie  baa  hitlu'rlo  heard. — I  dnubt  that,  said 
Schahriar,  as  he  was  gi'tting  up  ;  but  we 
ahall  know  that  to-morrow. 


FORTT-TfllRD  NIGHT. 

Tm  Bultaness  being  awakened  as  usual, 
frave  tlie  Bultan  an  account  that  the  s«>cond  i 
calender  conlinueil  his  story  thus :  Being  ■ 
deaimuB,  said  he,  toaiiare  the  lady  the  Imu-  , 
€4e  to  come  to  me,  1  mntle  haste  to  meet ; 
lirr :  and  aa  I  was  aahiting  her  with  a  kiw  . 
bow,  she  aaked  me.  What  are  you,  a  man  I 
or  a  genie?— A  man,  madam,  said  1:1 
liare  no  correapondence  with  eenies.— By , 
what  adventure,  said  she,  fetching  a  deep , 
m^  are  70U  come  hither?    I  have  lived 
tbcte  tw«Blj-five  yean,  and  never 


saw  any  man  but  yourself  during  that 
lin»r. 

Her  great  beauty,  which  had  already 
smitten  me,  and  the  Kweetness  and  civility 
wherewith  Khe  rec«-ived  m<\  emboldenea 
me  to  say  to  her.  Madam,  WUtre  1  have  the 
lionour  to  satisfy  vour  curiosity,  give  me 
leave  to  t*  11  ^ou,  that  I  am  infmiteTy  aatia- 
fled  with  tins  unexpected  meetin(f,  which 
ofers  nie  on  occasifin  of  conFoIation  in  the 
mid«t  of  my  ufliiction  ^  and  perbapB  it  maj 
give  me  an  op;)ortunity  to  make  you  alao 
more  happy  than  }ou  are.  I  gave  her  a 
true  acc(  uitt  by  what  tpt range  accident  slie 
saw  me.  the  son  of  a  king,  in  luch  a  con* 
dition  as  then  I  appeared  in  her  presence ; 
and  lu»w  it>rtune  directed  that  I  siiouM  dis- 
cover the  entrance  into  that  magnificent 
prison  where  1  had  found  her.  but,  accord* 
irg  to  appearance,  in  an  unpleasant  aitua- 
ti4.»n. 

Alas!  prince,  said  she,  sighing  once 
more,  you  have  just  cause  tonelieve  llda 
rich  and  p<>nii;ous  j»rison  cannot  be  other- 
wise than  a  mo«t  wearisome  abode ;  tlie 
most  charming  nlace  in  the  world  being 
no  way  delightful  when  we  are  detainer 
there  contra rj-  to  our  wilh  It  is  not  possi- 
ble hut  you  have  heard  of  the  great  Epl- 
timarus,  king  of  the  isle  of  Ebene,  so 
called  from  that  precious  wood  it  produces 
in  abundance ;  1  am  the  princess  his 
daurhter. 

Ijie  king,  my  father,  lisd  chosen  for  me 
a  husband,  a  prince  that  was  my  cousin : 
but,  on  m^  wedding-night,  in  the  midst  of 
the  reioicmg  that  was  in  the  court  and  the 
capital  citv  of  the  kingdom  of  the  isle  of 
Ewne,  befi»re  I  was  given  to  my  husband, 
a  genie  took  me  away.  I  fainted  at  the 
same  moment,  and  lost  m^  senses:  but 
when  I  came  to  myself  again,  I  found  my- 
self in  this  place.  I  waB  a  long  time  incon- 
solable, but  time  and  necessity  have  accua- 
tomed  me  to  see  and  receive  the  genie. 
Twenty-five  years,  as  I  told  you  before,  I 
have  continued  in  this  place ;  where,  I 
must  confess,  1  have  ever>*  thing  that  I  can 
wish  for  nccessar>'  to  lifi*,  and  also  e\'ery 
thing  that  can  satisfy  a  princess  fond  oT 
dr»*s8  and  fashions. 

Every  ten  da  vs.  said  the  princess,  the 
genk*  comes  hfther  to  lie  with  me  one 
night,  which  he  never  exceeds ;  and  the 
excuse  he  makes  for  it  is,  that  he  is  mar- 
ried to  another  wife,  who  woukl  grow  Jeal- 
ous if  she  came  to  know  bow  unfaithful  he 
was  to  her.  Meanwhile,  if  I  have  occa- 
sion f(>r  him  by  day  or  ni^t,  as  soon  as  I 
touch  a  talisman,  which  is  at  the  entrance 
into  my  chanil»er,  the  genie  appeara.  It  is 
now  the  f«»urlh  da^*  since  he  was  here,  aiid 
I  do  not  exw'ct  hmi  luTnre  the  end  of  six 
more :  so,  it  you  please,  yoo  mar  stay  6rt 
days  and  keep  mc  company,  and  I  will  en- 
deavour to  entertain  you  aceordinf  to  ycmr 
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cytmlhy  and  merit.  I  thought  myself  too 
fortunate,  to  have  obtaineaso  ^eat  a  fa- 
vour without  asking  it,  to  refuse  so  oWi- 
Ifing  a  proffer.  Tlie  princess  made  me  go 
into  a  bagnio,  wliicli  was  the  most  hand- 
some, the  most  commodious,  and  tlie  mosr 
sumptuous  that  could  be  imagined ;  and 
when  I  came  forth,  instead  of  my  own 
clothes,  I  found  another  very  cosily  suit, 
which  I  did  not  esteem  so  much  for  its 
Hchness,  as  because  it  made  me  look  wor- 
t!iy  to  be  in  her  company.  We  sat  down 
on  a  sofa  covered  with  rich  tapestry.  witJi 
cushions  to  lean  upon  of  the  rarest  Indian 
brocade ;  and  some  time  after  she  covered 
A  table  with  several  dishes  of  delicate 
ipeaits.  We  ate  together,  and  passed  the 
remaining  partof  thcday  with  much  satis- 
faction ;  and  at  night  she  received  me  to 
her  bed. 

The  next  day,  as  she  c<»ntrived  every 
means  to  please  me,  she  brought  in,  at  din- 
tier,  a  bottle  of  old  wine,  the  most  excel- 
Fent  that  ever  was  tasted ;  and  out  of  com- 
plaisance, she  drank  some  part  of  it  with 
me.  When  my  head  grew  hot  with  the 
agreeable  liquor.  Fair  princess,  said  I,  you 
have  been  too  long  thus  buried  alive :  fol- 
low me,  and  enjoy  the  real  day,  from  which 
you  have  been  deprived  so  many  years, 
and  abandon  this  false  l^ht  that  you  have 
here. — Prince,  replied  she,  with  a  smile, 
leave  this  discourse;  if  you  out  of  ten 
days  will  ^rant  me  nine,  and  resign  the  last 
to  the  genie,  the  fairest  day  that  ever  was 
would  DC  nothing  in  my  esteem. — Prin- 
cess, said  I,  it  is  the  fear  of  the  genie  that 
makes  you  speak  thus;  for  my  part,  I  va- 
lue him  so  little,  that  I  will  break  in  pieces 
his  talisman,  with  the  conjuration  that  is 
written  about  it.  Let  him  come,  I  will  ex- 
pect him;  and  how  brave  or  redoubtable 
wever  he  be,  I  will  make  him  feel  the 
weight  of  my  arm  :  1  swear  solemnly  that 
I  wifl  extirpate  all  the  genies  in  the  world, 
and  him  first  The  princess,  who  knew  the 
coa«*equence,  conjured  me  not  to  touch  the 
talisman  \  for  that  would  be  a  means,  said 
she,  to  rujn  bo*h  you  and  me :  I  know  what 
belongs  to  genies  better  than  you.  The 
(uroes  of  the  wine  did  not  suBer  me  to 
hearken  to  her  reasons ;  but  I  gave  the  ta- 
lisman n  J<ick  with  my  foot,  and  broke  it 
in  several  pieces. 

At  tliese  words  Scheherazade  perceiving 
<lay,  grew  silent,  and  the  sultan  got  up, 
pot  doubt  ins:  but  the  breaking  of  the  tal- 
sman  had  some  remarkable  event,  and 
iherefore  resolved  to  licar  that  story  to  the 
end. 


FORTY-FOURTH  NIGHT. 

AizrjkUZADE  beiii^  awaked  somewhat  be- 
ibre  day,  said  to  the  sidtaness.  Sister,  if 


you  are  not  asleep,  I  pray  you  aecfoaint  ua 
with  what  happened  in  the  subterranean 
palace  after  the  prince  had  broken  the  ta- 
I  Iisman. — 1  am  just  going  to  relate  it,  »iid 
'  Scheherazade.  Upon  which,  resuming 
her  narrative,  she  continued  her  discourse 
thus,  in  the  person  of  the  second  calender. 

Tlie  talisman  was  no  sooner  broken,  but 
the  palace  t>egan  to  shake,  and  was  ready 
to  fall,  with  a  hideous  noise  like  thunder, 
accompanied  with  flashes  of  lightning, 
and  a  great  darkness.  This  terrible  noise 
in  a  mon)ent  disfielled  the  fumes  of  my 
wine,  and  made  nio  sensible,  but  too  late, 
of  the  folly  I  had  commjlted.  Princesa, 
cried  I,  wiiat  means  nil  this?  She  answer- 
ed in  a  fiiff^t,  and  without  any  concern  for 
her  own  misfortune,  Ahw !  you  arc  undone, 
if  vou  do  not  escat)e  presently. 

I  fbllov/ed  her  advice,  and  my  fears  were 
so  great,  that  I  forgot  my  hatchet  and 
cords.  I  was  scarcely  got  to  the  stairs  by 
which  I  came  down,  when  the  enchanted 
palace  opened  at  once,  and  made  a  pas- 
sage for  the  genie :  he  asked  the  princess, 
in  great  anger.  What  has  happened  to 
you,  and  why  did  you  call  me? — A  oualm 
at  my  stomach,  said  the  princess,  maae  me 
fetch  this  bottle  which  you  see  here,  out 
of  which  f  drank  twice  or  thrice,  and  by 
mischance  made  a  false  step,  and  fell  upon 
tiie  talisman,  which  is  broken,  and  that  it 
all. 

At  this  answen  the  furious  genie  told 
her.  You  are  a  false  woman,  and  a  liar: 
how  came  that  axe  and  those  cords  tliere? 
— I  never  saw  them  till  this  moment,  said 
the  princess.  Your  coming  in  such  an  im- 
petuous manner  has,  it  may  be,  forced 
them  up  in  some  place,  as  you  came  along, 
and  so  brought  them  hither  without  your 
knowing  it. 

The  genie  made  no  other  answer  but 
what  was  accompanied  with  reproaches 
and  blows,  of  which  I  heard  the  noise.  I 
could  not  endure  to  hear  the  pitiful  cries 
and  shouts  of  the  princess,  so  cruelly  abus- 
ed :  1  had  already  laid  ofl'  the  suit  she 
made  me  put  on,  and  taken  my  own,  which 
I  had  laid  on  the  stairs  the  day  befiire, 
when  I  came  out  of  the  bagnio:  I  made 
haste  up  stairs,  more  distracted  with  sor- 
row and  compassion,  as  I  had  l>een  the 
cause  of  so  great  a  misf(>rtune ;  and  by 
sacrificing  the  fairest  princess  on  earth  to 
the  barbarity  of  a  merciless  genie,  I  was 
become  the  mo«5t  criminal  and  un^mtefVil 
of  mankind.  It  is  true,  said  I,  she  has 
l)een  a  prisoner  these  twrnty-five  years; 
but,  liberty  excepted,  shewautfnl  nothing 
that  c>ould  make  her  happ>'.  My  HAW  has 
put  an  end  to  her  happmess,  and  brought 
upon  her  the  cruelty  of  an  unmerciful  de- 
vil: Ilet  down  the  trajMloor,  covered  il 
a^ain  with  earth,  and  returned  to  the  city 
with  a  t>urden  of  wood,  which  1  bound  up 
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•1 


without  knowing  what  I  did,  so  great  was  | 
SIT  trouble  and  8orn)w. 

wy  landlord,  tlie  tailor,  was  very  Tniich 
rejoiced  to  see  me  :  Your  alwencc,  said  he,  { 
Imm  dianuieted  me  very  much,  by  rcnson  t 
you  haci  entniated  me  with  tlie  secret  ol* 
tour  birth,  and  I  knew  not  what  to  think  ; 
I  wva  afraid  somebody  had  dinrovered  you: 
God  be  thanked  for  your  return.  I  thanked 
hftn  for  his  zeal  and  atfection,  but  not  a 
word  dunit  I  say  of  what  had  parned,  nor 
the  reason  why  I  came  back  without  my 
hatchet  and  cords. 

I  retired  to  iny  chamber,  where  I  re- 
fMtNiched  myself  a  thousand  times,  for  mv 
escesaive  impnidencc:  Nothinir.  said  1, 
eoald  have  paralleled  the  princess's  ctxxl 
fortune  and  mine,  had  1  lorU)rne  to  break 
tlie  taltsn:an. 

Whik- 1  was  thus  pivinir  mvself  over  to 
mehincholy  tliouirhtH,  ihe  tailor  came  in. 
An  okl  man.  said  he,  whom  I  do  not  know, 
hrinsM  me  here  your  hatchet  and  cords, 
whieh  he  found  in  his  way,  as  he  tells  me, 
ami  undepitooil  by  your  comrades  that  |ro 
akin^  with  you  to  the  wcmkIs,  that  you  j 
Mer  here ;  come  out  and  speak  to  him,  { 
for  he  will  deliver  them  to  none  but  your- 


At  this  discourw  f  clianced  colour,  and 
M  a  tremhhns".  While  the  tailor  was  ask- 
ing: me  the  reason,  mv  chamU-r  d<K)ro|Kvn- 
ed  at  once,  and  the  old  man,  havine^  noim- 
tienee  to  slay,  ai»i»i*anM  to  us  with  my 
hatchet  and  cords. ^  Thi^  man  was  tlw  ge- 
nie, tht»  rnvishfrof  tin*  fair  princess « if  the 
isle  of  Khtne,  who  had  thus  dismiistul  him- 
self', aft#*r  he  had  tr«  ale«l  licr  with  the  ut- 
fonut  iMirUirity.  1  nni  a  |^i>nie.  said  he.  son 
of  liie  dauffhtiT  of  Khiis  prince  of  $renies: 
im  not  this  your  hatchrt  f  said  he,  speakin^r 
•i>m^,  an*!  arr  not  them*  your  cords  ? 

H«»re  :vh»-hf'ni7ade  saw  day.  and  Irft  off. 
Tlie  yidtan  f«»uhd  th#'  story  of  the  second 
cjilender  too  cifriou^  n<»t  to  d«sire  thai  he 
mirfit  hear  it  <*ut ;  and  thrrrlore  irot  up, 
with  an  intention  to  hear  the  rest  next 
momtng. 


rORTY-nFTH  NK;nT. 

The  day  followinc  Dinarzade  called 
opnn  thesuhaiM'j«s.  MxdcHrsisftr,  pray  tell 
IM  how  the  ireni*-  tn-ati-d  the  prinn-. — I 
wisli  tj»«atr»fy  vourcuru»j»it\.  rt'put-il  .S*lif- 
herazadr:  3in(  tli»n  n  Minnd  Iht  hl»»ry  of 
iIh'  «M'ri»rid  rriit'iiiirr  thus: 

TIk-  caW-iuhr  couliimiiiirlil*  discourse  to 
Zfibeide,  Mndar;i.  snsl  l»r,  aftiT  tin- ir«  nie 
had  put  tlie  question  to  me,  lit*  cave  me  no 
tinie  to  answer,  nor  was  it  in  my  pt>wer,  so 
much  had  liia  terribl'*  asi^ct  disor^len-d 
ine.  He  rrasped  uh*  bv  thr  middle,  d raf- 
fed me  out  inC  tlie  chamUr,  and  nu)untinff 
MNo  tbt  air,  carried  mc  up  to  the  akiea 


with  such  swiftness,  that  1  perceiTed  I  waa 
(Tot  so  high  without  being  al>le  to  take  m>- 
ticc  of  the  way  he  carried  me  in  so  few 
moments.  He  descended  again  in  liko 
manner  to  the  earth,  whicli  <in  a  irndden 
he  C4iused  to  open  with  a  stroke  of  hia 
foot,  and  so  sunk  down  at  once,  where  I 
ibund  myself  in  the  enchanted  |)alace,  be* 
fore  the  fair  princess  of  the  isle  of  Ebcne* 
But  alas!  what  a  spectacle  was  there  !  I 
saw  what  pierced  me  to  tlie  heart;  thia 
jHKir  princess  was  fpiite  naked,  weltering 
in  her  hliXMi,  and  laid  u))on  the  ground, 
more  like  one  dead  than  alive,  with  her 
cheeks  bathed  in  tears. 

Perfidious  wretch,  said  the  genie  to  he/, 
pointing'  at  me,  is  not  this  your  gallant/ 
She  cast  her  languishing  eyes  U|N»n  mc, 
and  answered  mournfully,  1  do  not  know 
him  ;  I  never  saw  him  till  this  moment.— 
What!  said  the  genie,  he  is  the  caiiH'  of 
thy  bein?  in  tlie  condition  thou  art  justly 
in;  and  yetdarest  thou  say  thou  dobt  not 
know  hiin  ? — if  1  do  not  know  him,  said 
the  ])rincess,  wfiuld  you  have  me  mnke  a 
lie  on  puri>ose  to  niin  him  r — Oh  then,  said 
the  geni<*,  pullinc  out  a  scimitar,  and  pre- 
senting it  to  the  princess,  if  you  never  saw 
him  iN'tore,  take  the  scimitar  and  cut  off 
liis  heail. — Alas!  replied  the  princess,  how 
is  it  |iossihle  that  I  should  execute  what 
you  would  f«>rce  me  to  do?  My  strength  ia 
so  far  spent  that  I  cannot  lit\  up  my  arm; 
and  if!  could,  how  should  1  have  the  heart 
to  take  away  the  lile  of  an  inmx'ent  man, 
and  <uie  wlnun  I  do  not  know? — This  re- 
fusal, said  the  genie  to  the  princess,  sufii- 
cieiitly  inlbrms  me  of  your  crime.  Upon 
which,  turnine  to  me.  And  thou,  said  he, 
dost  thou  not  know  her? 

I  should  have  \wvi\  the  mf»st  ungrateful 
wretch,  and  the  most  perfi«ii<»usof  all  nian- 
kind,  if  I  had  not  shown  m\ self  ns  fnithful 
to  the  princess  as  she  was  to  me,  wImi  had 
been  the  cause  of  her  misfortunes;  there- 
fore 1  answen'<l  the  genie.  How  should  I 
know  her,  when  I  never  saw  her  till  now? 
— If  it  lie  so.  said  he,  take  the  scimitar,  and 
cut  otV  her  head  :  on  this  cfftidition  1  wiO 
wt  thee  at  lilierty,  for  then  I  shall  be  coo- 
vinredthat  thou  didst  never  see  Imt  till  thia 
very  mt»ment,  as  tlu»u  sayest. — With  all 
my  heart,  n  pli<'d  I,  and  took  tiie  scimitar 
in  my  hand. 

But  »ir.  tail!  Scheherar^ide,  it  is  day,  and 
I  ourht  iH»t  to  abuse  your  maj«»sty*8  pa 
til-nee. — Thew  are  wonderful  events,  said 
the  Milt.'iii  to  hiiii'self.  We  shall  know  to- 
morrow if  the  prince  was  wi  cruel  as  to 
pay  obeda'nte  to  the  genie *s  command. 


FORTY-SIXni  NIGHT. 

Wnt2«  the  night  was  near  at  an  end.  Di» 
urzade  aaid  to  the  aultaness.  Sister,  if  yov 
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be  not  adeep.  I  would  pray  you  to  oootinoe 
tbe  story  urliicb  you  could  oot  fmisii  yes- 
lerday.---4  will,  8ii>'8  Scheberazade,  and 
witiiout  io9s  of  time  you  aliali  uoderataod 
tliat  tbe  aeoood  ca&ender  weot  on  tlius : 

Do  not  tbink,  madam,  that  1  drew  near 
to  tbe  fiurpripoew  of  tlje  isle  of  Ebene  to 
lie  tbe  ejcecutiuaer  of  tbe  geuie's  barbarity. 
I  dljd  it  only  to  demoiuttrate  by  my  beba- 
viour,  as  imieli  at  possible,  that  as  she  had 
iiiowii  ber  resolution  to  sacrifice  )ier  liie 
Smt  my  aake,  1  would  not  refuse  to  sacrifice 
■une  fiv  tier's.  The  princess,  notw-itli- 
0laiidiii^  ber  pain  and  suiierin^,  under- 
•tood  my  meaning ;  which  she  signified  by 
•0  oUinn^  look,  and  made  me  understand 
ber  wiifinffnegs  to  die  for  me ;  and  that  stie 
was  satis&d  to  see  how  willinsr  I  ivas  also 
lo  die  for  her. — Upon  Uiis.  I  stepped  back 
and  Uirew  the  scimitar  on  the  ground.  I 
•hall  forever,  said  I  to  the  eenie,  be  hate- 
ful to  all  mankind,  should  T  be  so  base  as 
to  murder,  1  do  not  only  sava  person 
whom  I  do  not  know,  but  a  lady  like  tliis, 
who  is  ready  to  ^ive  up  the  ^liost :  do  with 
toe  what  you  please,  since  I  am  in  your 
power:  1  cannot  ooey  your  barbarous 
commands. 

1  see,  said  the  genie,  that  you  both  out- 
brave me,  and  insult  my  jeakiusy ;  but  both 
of  you  shall  know,  by  the  treatment  I  give 
you,  what  I  am  capable  to  do.  At  these 
words  the  monster  took  up  the  scimitan 
and  cut  off  one  of  her  hands,  which  left 
her  only  so  much  of  life  as  to  ^ive  me  a  to- 
ken with  the  other  that  she  bid  me  adieu 
for  ever :  f4>r  the  blood  she  had  lost  before, 
and  that  which  pushed  out  then,  did  not 
permit  her  to  live  above  one  or  two  mo- 
ments afier  this  barbarous  cruelty,  the 
sight  of  which  threw  me  into  a  fit  When 
I  was  come  to  myself  again,  I  expostulated 
with  the  genie,  whv  he  made  me  languish 
in  expectaticm  of  death  ;  Strike,  cried  I, 
for  I  am  ready  to  receive  the  mortal  blow, 
and  ex])ect  it  as  the  greatest  favour  -you 
can  show  me.  But  instead  of  agreeing  to 
that,  Look  ;^e,  said  he,  how  genies  treat 
fheir  wives  whom  they  suspect  of  unfaith- 
fulness :  she  has  received  thee  here ;  and 
were  I  certain  that  she  had  put  any  fur- 
ther affnmt  upon  met  I  would  put  tliee  to 
death  this  minute :  but  I  will  content  my- 
self to  tranHform  thee  into  a  dog,  ape,  lion, 
or  bird  ;  take  thy  choice  of  any  of  these, 
I  will  leave  it  to  thyself. 

These  words  gave  me  some  hopes  to 
mollify  Itiiii :  O  genie,  said  I,  moderate 
your  passion,  and  since  you  will  not  take 
awav  my  life,  give  it  me  generously  :  I 
shall  aUvayri  remeiiiber  your  clemency,  if 
you  pardt)n  me,  as  one  of  the  best  men  in 
the  world  pardoned  one  of  his  neighbours 
thst  bore  him  a  mortal  hatred.  The  genie 
asked  me  what  aad  passed  between  Qioee 
Iwo  neighbours   ana  said  he  wotUd  have 


patience  till  he  beard  the  atocy,  wbieii  1 

told  him  thus ;  and  J  believe.  w*»^»Tft|  yov 
will  uot  take  it  ill  if  I  also  relate  k  lo  jou. 


Tke  Story  of  the  etwiouM  Mtm^ 
thaikeemmtd. 

Id  a  consklerable  town,  two  penc—  dwelt 
next  door  to  one  snother :  ooe  of  iheaa  cob* 
ceived  such  a  violent  hatred  agaiaat  the 
c»ther,  tiiat  he  who  was  hated  leaolwd  lo* 
reoQove  his  dwelling  farther  ofi^  bciDg'  per- 
suaded tliat  their  bein^  nei^boun  waatfae 
'  onlr  cause  of  his  animosity;  ibr  though 
I  he  had  done  him  several  pieces  of  aen ' 
!  he  found,  nevertheless,  that  his  hatred 
I  nothing  diminished ;  therefore  he  sold 
i  liouse,  with  what  goods  he  had  left,  and 
retired  to  the  capital  city  of  that  kingdom, 
which  was  not  far  distant.    Ue  bought  a 
little  spot  of  ground,  which  lay  about  IttlT 
a  league  from  the  city ;  he  bad  a  house 
convenient  enough,  with  a  fine  gardeo, 
and    a  pretty   spacious   court,   wheretn 
there  was  a  deep  well,  which  was  not  in 
use. 

The  honest  man  having  made  thia  pin^ 
chase,  put  on  a  dervise's  or  monk's  habiL 
to  lead  a  retired  life,  and  caused  seFenu 
cells  to  be  made  in  the  house,  where  in  a 
short  time  he  established  a  numeroua  soci- 
ety of  dervises.  He  soon  came  to  be  pu^ 
licly  known  by  his  virtue^  through  which 
he  acquired  the  esteem  of^many  people,  aa 
well  of  the  commonalty  as  of  the  cluer  of 
the  city :  in  8)ioi%  he  was  extremely  ho- 
noured and  cherished  5y  every  one.  Peo- 
ple came  from  afar  to  recommend  them- 
selves to  his  prayers ;  and  all  who  came 
to  live  with  him  published  what  blesainga 
they  received  through  his  means. 

The  e:reat  reputation  of  this  honest  man 
having  spread  to  tne  town  rrom  wneooe 
he  came,  it  touched  tlie  envious  man  ao 
much  to  the  guick,  that  he  lefl  his  home 
and  affairs  with  a  resolution  to  go  and 
ruin  him.  With  this  intent  he  went  to  the 
new  convent  of  dervises,  of  which  hia  for- 
mer neighbour  was  the  head,  who  receiv- 
ed him  with  all  imaginable  tokens  of  friend- 
ship. The  envious  man  told  him  that  he 
was  come  on  purpose  to  communicate  a 
business  of  importance  to  him,  which  he 
could  not  do  but  in  private ;  and  that  no-> 
body  may  hear  us,  let  us.  said  he,  take 
a  walk  in  your  court ;  ana  seeing  night 
begins  to  draw  on,  command  your  denri- 
ses  to  retire  to  their  cells.  The  head  of  the 
der\'ises  did  as  he  required. 

When  the  envious  man  saw  that  he  was 
alone  with  this  food  man,  he  began  to  tell 
his  errand,  walking  side  hj  skIc  in  the 
court,  till  he  saw  his  opportunity ;  and j^ei. 
ting  the  good  man  near  the  brink  orthe 
wen,  he  ^ve  him  a  thrust,  and  pushed 
him  into  it,  without  an^  body  beiac  wiW 
nesi  to  ao  wicked  an  actioiL  HaTiBC  dm 
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UnH,  be  marched  ofT  immediate  j,  gnt 
out  tt  the  fate  of  the  convent  without 
bciDC  known  to  tnj  one,  and  went  home 
to  hn  own  house,  well  eatisfifil  witli  hii 
joamer,  beins  fully  perauatled  that  the  ob- 
ject or  hii  Fntreii  was  no  more  iu  ihis 
worU ;  but  he  fouod  himseir  highly  mis- 
taken. 

Scbehenxade  could  go  no  farther,  be- 
eauae  day  began  to  appear.  The  aulian 
eoneehed  great  indienation  a^inst  the  en- 
▼iouaman,  and  said  ti  hinieeir,  I  heariii/ 
with  that  no  hurt  mav  have  come  to  this 
hdaenman:  I  hope  to  hear  to-morrow  that 
n  did  not  (omke  him  on  thia  occa- 


FOBTT-fiEVENTH  NIGHT. 
Iv  70U  be  not  asleep,  sister,  saitl  Dinar- 
sw)e|  next  morning,  I  conjure  you  to  tell 
na  If  the  honest  dervise  came  safe  and 
sound  out  of  the  well.— Yes.  replied  Sche- 
Itcnaade,  and  the  second  calender  pursued 
hii  ilorr  thus:  Thit  old  well,  uid  he,  waa 
Inliabited  by  fairies  and  jrenies,  wliich  hap- 
peaed  luckily  for  the  rehef  of  the  head  of 
the  convent :  tiir  they  received  and  sup- 
parted  him,  and  carried  him  tn  (he  botlom. 
ao  that  be  got  no  hurt  He  perceived  well 
eonufh  that  there  was  aometliing  exiraor- 
dimry  in  hia  fall,  which  must  otherwise 
have  ooM  him  his  life ;  whereas  he  neither 
■aw  nor  fell  any  thing.  But  he  soon  heard 
a  Toice,  which  said,  Do  you  know  what 
hooeat  man  thia  is,  to  whom  we  have  done 
Alia  piece  of  service?  Another  voice  nn- 
■wered.  No.  To  which  the  Gret  replied. 
Tiien  I  will  tell  yuu.   This  man,  out  or 


W  himaetr  ia  (hit  [dace,  in  hopea  to  cure 
«ae  of  bti  Beiafaboun  or  the  envy  he  had 
ttmuintA  afuwtbiin;  he  had  acquired 


euch  a  general  esteem,  that  the  enviotw 
man,  not  able  to  endure  it,  came  nitlier  on 
purpose  to  ruin  him,  which  he  had  per- 
fomied,  had  it  not  been  for  the  assietsnce 
which  we  have  given  this  honest  man, 
whose  reputation  is  bo  areal,  tlist  the  auk 
Inn,  wliii  keep*  hia  residence  in  the  neigh- 
bouring city,  was  to  pay  him  a  visit  to- 
morrow, to  recommend  the  princess  hi* 
daughter  to  his  prayers. 
Anottier  voice  asked,  What  nerd  hnd 
?  To 


^nii 


s,  thai  she  is  posHcesed  by 

.    .  - 1,  the  Bon  of  Dimdim,  who 

..  fsllen  in  love  with  her.   But  I  know  wd! 
how  this  good  head  of  tlie  dervises  may 


now  tnis  gooa  neau  01  uie  Oervisea  may 
cure  her ;  the  thing  is  very  easy,  and  1  will 
tell  it  you.  He  has  a  black  cat  in  his  con- 
vent, with  n  white  spot  at  the  end  of  her 
tail,  about  the  bigness  of  a  small  piece  of 
Arabian  money  ;  let  him  only  pu^  seven 
hairs  out  of  the  while  spot,  burn  tfiem, 
and  smoke  the  princess's  head  with  the 
fume,  she  will  not  only  be  presently  cured, 
but  be  so  safely  delivered  from  Maimoun, 
the  son  of  Dimdim,  that  he  will  never  dire 
to  come  near  her  a  second  time. 

The  head  of  the  dervises  remembered 
evepr  word  of  the  di-rourse  between  the 
fairies  and  the  genics,  who  were  very  li- 
lent  all  the  night  ailcr.  The  neit  morning 
by  break  of  day,  when  he  could  dincem 
one  thing  from  another,  the  well  beinf 
broken  down  in  several  places,  he  saw  a 
hole,  by  which  he  crept  out  with  ease. 

The  other  dervises,  who  had  been  seek- 
ing for  him,  were  rejoiced  to  see  him :  he 
gave  them  a  brief  account  of  the  wicked 
neas  of  that  man  to  whom  he  had  given  ao 
kind  a  reception  the  day  before,  and  retired 
into  his  cell.  Ii  waa  not  king  till  the  black 
cat,  of  whom  the  hiriefl  and  the  geniea  had 
made  mentnn  in  their  dweoanea  theni^t 
before,  canK  to  &wn  upon  ber  maater,  at 
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she  was  accuHtomed  to  do :  he  took  her 
up,  and  pulled  out  seven  hairs  of  the  white 
spot  tJiut  was  uixm  her  tail,  and  laid  them 
aside  for  liis  use  when  occasion  should 
serve. 

The  sun  was  not  high,  when  the  sultan, 
who  would  leave  no  means  untried  that  he 
thought  could  restore  the  princess  to  per- 
fect liealih,  arrived  at  the  gate  of  tlie  con- 
vent. He  commanded  his  ffuards  to  halt, 
whilst  he  with  his  principal  officers  went 
in.  The  dervises  received  liim  with  pro- 
found  rCHDCCt. 

The  sultan  called  their  head  aside,  and 
said,  Good  slieich,  it  may  be  you  know  al- 
ready the  cause  of  my  coming  hither. — 
Yes,  sir,  replied  he  very  gravely,  if  1  do  not 
mistake,  it  is  the  disease  of  the  princess 
which  procures  me  this  unmerited  ho- 
nour. 

That  is  the  very  thinnr,  replied  tlie  sultan. 
You  will  give  mc  new  life,  if  your  prayers, 
as  I  hope  they  will,  can  procure  my  daugh- 
ter's health. — Sir,  said  the  good  man.  if 
your  majesty  will  be  pleased  to  let  her 
come  hither,  I  am  in  hopes,  through  God's 
assistance  and  favour,  she  shall  return  in 
perfect  health. 

The  prince,  transported  with  joy,  sent 
immediately  to  fetch  his  daughter,  who 
very  soon  appeared  with  a  numerous  train 
of  ladies  and  eunuchs,  but  masked,  so  that 
her  lace  was  not  seen.  The  chief  of  the 
dervises  caused  a  pall  to  be  held  over  her 
head,  and  he  had  no  sooner  thrown  the  se- 
ven hairs  upon  tiie  burning  cx)als,  but  tlie 
genie  Maimoun,  the  son  of  Dimdim,  gave 
a  great  cry,  without  any  thing  being  seen, 
and  left  the  princess  at  liberty j  upon  which 
she  took  oil  the  veil  from  her  lace,  and^  rose 
up  to  see  where  she  was,  saying,  Wliere 
am  I,  and  who  brought  me  hitner?  At 
whicli  words,  the  sultan,  overconje  with 
excess  of  joy,  embraced  his  daughter,  and 
kissed  her  eyes  ?  he  also  kissed  the  chief  of 
the  dervises'  hands,  and  said  to  his  offi- 
cers. Tell  me  your  opinion,  what  reward 
docs  he  deserve,  that  has  thus  cured  my 
daughter?  Thev  all  cried,  he  deserves  her 
in  marriage. — This  is  what  I  had  in  my 
thoughts,  said  the  sultan  ;  and  I  make  him 
my  son-in-law  fn)m  this  moment.  Some 
lime  aller  the  prime  vizier  died,  and  tlie 
sultan  conferred  the  place  on  the  dervise. 
The  sultan  himself  also  died  without  heirs 
male:  upon  which,  the  religious  orders 
and  the  militia  gathered  toother,  and  the 
^ood  man  was  declared  and  acknowledged 
Bultan  b^  jEreneral  consent. 

Day  light  appearing,  Scheherazade  was 
obliged  to  break  off  her  story.  Scliahriar 
looked  upon  the  dervise  to  be  worthy  of 
the  crown  he  had  got,  but  was  desirous  to 
know  if  the  envious  roan  did  not  die  for 
vpite ;  and  got  up  with  an  intention  to  hear 
it  next  night. 


FORTY-EIGHTH  NIGHT. 

DiNARZADE,  when  it  was  time,  add 
ed  her  sixicch  to  the  sultaness  thus :  My 
dear  sister,  said  she,  if  you  be  not  asleep. 
I  would  pray  you  to  continue  the  story  of 
the  liated  and  envious  man.  With  all  my 
heart,  answered  Scheherazade.  The  se-. 
cond  calender  continued  his  story  thus: 
The  honest  dervise,  said  he,  being  mount- 
ed on  the  throne  of  his  father-in-law,  at 
he  was  one  day  in  the  midst  of^'his  cour- 
tiers upon  a  march,  he  espied  tlie  envious 
man  among  the  crowd  of  people  that  stood 
as  he  passed  along,  and  calling  one  of  the 
viziers  that  attended  him,  whispered  him 
in  his  ear  thus ;  Go  bring  mc  tliat  man 
]^ou  see  there  ;  hut,  take  care  you  do  not 
frighten  him.  The  vizier  obeyed,  and 
when  the  envious  man  was  brought  into 
his  presence,  the  sultan  said,  Friend,  f  am 
extremely  glad  to  see  you.  Ujx)n  which 
he  called  an  officer.  Go  immediately,  said 
he,  and  cause  to  oe  paid  the  man  out  of 
my  treasury  one  hundred  pieces  of  gold : 
let  him  have  also  twenty  loads  of  the  rich- 
est merchandize  in  my  storehouses,  and  a 
sufficient  guard  to  conduct  him  to  his 
house.  After  he  had  given  this  cliarge  to 
the  officer,  he  bid  tlie  envious  man  (are- 
well,  and  proceeded  on  his  march. 

When  I  had  finished  the  recital  of  thii 
story  to  the  genie,  the  murderer  of  the 
princess  of  tlie  isle  of  Ebene,  I  made  the 
application  to  himself  thus :  O  genie !  you 
see  here,  that  this  bountiful  sultan  did  not 
content  nimself  with  forgetting  the  desuni 
of  the  envious  man  to  take  away  his  ntc, 
but  treated  him  kindly,  and  sent  him  back 
with  all  the  favours  which  I  just  now  rela- 
ted. In  short,  1  made  use  of  all  my  ek>- 
quence,  praying  him  to  imitate  so  good  an 
example,  and  to  grant  me  pardon ;  but  it 
was  impossible  for  me  to  move  his  corapaa- 
sion. 

All  that  I  can  do  for  thee,  said  he,  n^ 
that  I  will  not  take  thy  life :  do  not  flatter 
thyself  that  I  will  send  thee  safe  and  sound 
back ;  I  must  let  thee  feel  what  I  am  able 
to  do  by  my  enchantments.  So  sayine,  he 
laid  violent  hands  on  me,  and  carriea  me 
across  the  vault  of  the  subterranean  pa- 
lace, which  opened  to  ^ve  him  passage; 
he  fiew  up  with  me  so  high,  Uiat  the  earth 
seemed  to  be  only  a  little  white  cloud  ;  from 
tlience  he  came  down  again  like  lightnings 
and  alighted  upon  the  ridge  of  a  moun- 
tain. 

There  he  took  up  a  handful  of  earth, 
and  pronounced  or  rather  muttered  some 
words  which  I  did  not  understand,  and 
tlirewit  upon  me:  Quit  the  shape  of  a 
man,  said  he  to  me,  and  take  on  thee  that 
of  an  ape.  He  vanished  immediately,  and 
led  me  alone,  transfbnned  into  an  ape, 
overwhelmed  with  sorrow,  in  a  straofe 
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eourtqr,  iM>t  knowiiiff  whether  I  ivas  near 
or  fur  Inmi  my  Ihttier  h  dominkm^. 

I  wt'iit  down  from  tlie  top  of  the  moun- 
tain, and  canx*  into  a  plain  country,  which 
iitok  me  a  HiontliV  time  to  travel  through, 
and  theii  I  came  to  the  Ka-side.  It  hap- 
priied  to  he  then  a  gn*at  calm,  and  1  es- 
pied a  ve8M-l  about  halt'  a  league  from  tlie 
fthore  :  unwilliug  to  Iche  ihin  gtHu!  oppor- 
tunity, 1  hrnke  oH'  n  iarre  branch  fiom  a 
tree,  which  1  carried  with  me  to  the  aea- 
aide,  and  net  niyneif  astride  upon  it,  with 
a  atick  in  each  hand  to  serve  me  for  oars. 

1  launched  out  in  this  iMwture,  and  ad- 
vanced near  the  ship.  When  I  was  ni^ 
rnoug^h  to  be  known,  the  aeamen  and  paa- 
■en^^era  that  were  U|xm  the  deck  thouf^ht 
it  an  extraordinary  Kight,  and  all  of  them 
looked  (i(M»n  me  with  fn*at  astontahment 
In  tJte  mean  time  I  got  aboard,  and  laving 
fM>ld  of  a  n»pe,  I  junip<'d  upon  the  oeck, 
but  having  lt>M  wy  8|)eech,  1  found  myaelf 
to  great  perplex  it}  ;  and  indeed  the  n^k  I 
ran  then  was  nothing  leaa  tlian  when  I  was 
at  tlie  mercy  of  tlie  ^nie. 

The  merchantu,  being  both  sunen^titioua 
and  Mrrupuloutf,  believed  I  vhoulu  occasion 
■ome  mi!<cliief  to  their  voyage,  if  they  re- 
ceived me ;  therefore,  said  one,  I  will  knock 
him  down  with  a  handspike;  says  ano- 
tlier,  I  will  alioot  an  arrow  throu^rh  his 
ruta:  aava  a  third,  Let  us  throw  hmi  into 
theaea.  S<ime  of  tlieni  would  not  have  fail- 
ed to  liave  executed  their  denigii,  if  I  liad 
oot  got  to  ttiat  Kide  wliere  t}ie  captain  was, 
when  I  threw  niyrnlf  nt  hi»  fret,  and  took 
btfn  by  the  ct»:it  inal»e^:;ingi)o*itun*.  Thi» 
action,  ti»fft  ther  with  tlu*  team  which  he 
nw  gu»ih  from  my  rv(*f(,  movi-«l  his  coiiipa)*- 
aioD,  Ml  that  he  tiHik  me  under  his  pmtt'C- 
tion,  tlireatt-ninc  to  U*  revenged  on  liim 
Uiat  would  Ao  me  the  Irant  hurt ;  and  lie 
himself  made  very  much  of  me,  while  1 
on  my  part,  though  I  had  no  power  to 
apeak!  dlutwed  all  ptisHihle  i^igna  of  grati- 
ttnle  by  my  gf^turen. 

The  wind  that  ruccreded  the  calm  was 
centJe  and  favouraHr,  and  did  not  chanire 
K>r  iiftv  davii,  hut  brought  us  Nile  to  the 
port  o1^  a  hne  city,  wiD  ^M-oplcd.  and  of 
frrat  trade,  tlir  capital  <if  a  powerful  state, 
where  we  eanie  to  an  anchor. 

Our  veaael  was  speedily  surn»unded  with 
an  infinite  numl*erof  bo'ats  full  of  people, 
who  came  to  congratulate  their  friends 
upon  tlieir  i^afe  arrival,  or  to  inquire  for 
tlioae  they  had  lef\  Wliind  them  in  the 
country  fr»>m  whence  they  came,  or  out  of 
cuhnaity  to  see  a  ship  that  came  from  a  far 
country. 

Amongst  the  rest,  some  officers  came  on 
board,  desiring  to  speak  with  the  mer- 
cbanta,  in  ttie  name  of  the  sultan.  The 
nercliants  appearing,  one  of  the  officers 
told  them.  The  sultan,  our  master,  hath  | 
commanded  us  to  seguaint  you,  that  be  is  ' 


glad  of  your  safe  arrival,  and  prsys  }on  to 
lake  the  trouble,  ever)  one  of  >  ou,  to  write 
liome  lines  upon  this  roll  ot  paper:  and 
tiiat  hia  design  bv  tliis  msy  be  understood, 
you  must  know  ifiat  we  liad  a  prime  vizier, 
who,  besides  a  great  capacity  to  manage 
afliiirs,  understood  writing  to  the  highest 
I)erfection.  This  minister  is  lately  dead,  at 
which  tlie  sultan  is  verv  much  troubled  : 
and  since  he  can  never  ueltold  his  writing 
W'itliout  admiration,  he  has  made  a  solemn 
vow^  not  to  give  tiie  place  to  any  man  Lut 
to  him  who  can  write  as  well  ss  he  did. 
Many  people  have  presented  their  wri- 
tings ;  but,  to  this  day,  no!  ody  in  all  this 
empire,  has  l)een  judged  worthy  to  supply 
tl»e  vir.ier'8  place. 

Those  merchants  that  believed  thej 
could  write  well  enough  to  pretend  to  this 
high  dignitv,  wrote  one  after  another  vvhat 
they  thought  fit.  Af^er  they  had  done,  1 
advanced,  and  to<»k  tlie  rollout  of  the  gen- 
tleman's hand;  but  all  the  piople,  especi- 
ally the  merchants,  crif  d  out.  He  will  tear 
it,  or  throw  it  into  the  sea :  tilt  they  saw 
how  properly  1  held  the  roll,  and  madea 
sign  tliat  I  would  write  in  my  turn:  then 
they  were  of  another  opinion,  and  their 
A*ar  turned  into  admiration.  However, 
since  they  had  never  seen  an  ape  that 
could  write,  nor  could  be  persuaded  that  I 
was  more  ingenious  than  other  apes,  they 
oflered  to  snatch  the  roll  out  itf  my  liana; 
but  the  captain  to<»k  my  part  once  morp, 
IaX  him  hloiie,  Kiid  he  ;  sufler  him  to  write. 
If  he  onlv  H-rihMeH  the  paper,  1  promise 
vou  that  I  will  punish  I  im  upon  the  f|x>t : 
if,  on  ti.e  contrary,  he  writes  well,  as  I 
hoj^e  he  will,  becauHe  1  never  saw  an  ap-e 
H»clev(r  and  ingenious,  and  mi  quick  of 
npprehrnsion,  I  do  dfclare  that  I  will  own 
hini^  as  my  pon.  I  had  one  that  had  not 
half  the  wit  that  he  has.  Perceiving  that 
noUnly  opfM^^ed  my  design,  I  took  the  peUi 
and  wrote  six  sorts  of  hands  used  smontf 
the  Arabians,  and  each  specimen  containeo 
an  extemporar}'  distich  or  qua  train  in  praise 
of  the  sultan.  My  writing  did  not  only 
excel  that  of  the  merchants,  but,  I  venture 
to  say,  they  had  not  before  seen  ^ ny  such 
fair  writing  in  that  country.  M'hen  I  hsd 
done,  the  officers  took  the  roll,  and  carried 
it  to  the  sultan. 

Thus  far  was  Schehersfade  come  in  her 
story,  when  day-light  anfteared.  HiT;  said 
site  to  Schahriar,  if  I  had  tintc  to  continue. 
I  would  gi%-e  your  majesty  an  account  of 
things  far  more  surpnsing  than  what  1 
have  alreadv  told.  Tlie  sultan,  who  had 
resoU'ed  to  hear  the  end  of  the  story,  got 
up  without  saying  a  word. 


PORTT-lflNTH  NIORT. 

Tns  next  morning,  Dtnarcade,  beinf 
awake  beibre  day,  called  the  suhaMM,  and 
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Mill,  Siller,  if  jrou  be  not  asleep,  pray  let 
ti8  hear  the  reat  of  the  adventures  that  be- 
fel  the  ape.  I  believe  my  lord  tliesullanis 
so  \eK  curioUB  to  know  il  than  myself. 
You  shall  both  be  soon  satisfied,  answered 
Scheherazade.  The  second  calender  con- 
tinued his  story  thus : — 

The  sulUn  look  little  notice  ofany  of  the 
other  wrillngs,  butconsidered  mine,  which 
was  so  inucTi  to  his  liking,  that  he  said  to 
the  officer^  Take  the  fine^jt  horse  in  my 
Stible,  with  the  richest  harness,  and  a  rube 
ofthe  most  sumptuous  brocade,  to  put  upon 
that  peison  who  wrote  the  six  hands, 
and  bring  him  hither  In  me.  At  this  com- 
mand the  officers  could  not  forbear  laugh- 
ing; the  sultan  grew  angry  at  their  bold- 
ness, and  was  ready  to  iiunish  them ;  till 
they  told  him.  Sir,  we  numbly  beef  your 
rQajesty''s  pardon:  these  hands  were  not 
— "-n  by  a  man,  but  by  an  ape.    What 


the  hands  of  a  man  ?  No,  sir,  replied  the 
officers;  we  do  assure  your  majesty  that  it 
was  an  ape,  who  wrote  them  in  our  pre- 
MDce.  The  sultan  was  too  much  surprised 
at  this  account  not  to  desire  a  sight  of 
me;  and  therefore  said.  Do  what  I  com- 
mand you,  and  bring  meapeeddy  that  won- 
derful ape. 

The  ufficera  returned  to  the  vessel,  and 
■hewed  the  captain  their  order,  who  an- 
swered. The  sultan's  command  roust  be 
fibeved.  Whereupon  they  clothed  me 
irith  that  rich  brocade  robe,  and  carried  roe 
•shore,  where  they  set  me  on  horseback, 
whilal  the  sultan  waited  for  me  at  his  pa- 
hee,  with  a  great  number  of  courtiers, 
whom  he  gatliered  together  to  do  me  the 
more  honour. 

Thecankade  beinr  begun,  the  harbour, 
On  atrecta,  the  pub&e  places,  windows. 
iBnkeea,  palaces,  and  houses,  were  filled 
*ilk  an  -  infiute  ntunber  of  people  of  all 


sorts,  who  flocked  from  all  parts  of  the  city 
to  see  me ;  tor  the  rumour  was  spread  to 
a  moment,  that  the  sultan  had  cnnsen  an 

ape  to  be  his  grand  vizier ;  and  af^r  ha- 
ving served  tor  a  spectacle  to  the  people, 
who  could  not  fiirbear  lo  express  tbeir 
surprise  by  redoubling  their  shouts  an^ 
cries,  I  arnved  at  the  palace  of  the  sultan 

[  found  the  prince  on  his  throne  in  tfai 
midst  of  the  grandees:  I  made  my  boi 
three  limes  very  low,  and  at  last  koeelM 
and  kissed  the  ground  befiire  htm,  and  af 
terwardssat  down  on  my  seat  in  the  pot 
ture  of  an  ape.  The  whole  assembly  ad 
mired  me,  and  could  not  comprenend 
how  it  was  possible  that  an  ape  should  un- 
derstand so  well  to  pay  the  sultan  his  due 
respect;  and  he  himself  was  more  asto- 
nished than  any.  In  short,  the  usual  cere- 
mony of  the  audience  would  have  btea 
complete,  could  I  have  added  speech  lo  mj 
behaviour ;  but  apt^a  do  never  speali,  and 
the  advantage  I  had  of  having  been  ■  man 
did  not  allow  me  that  privilege. 

The  sultan  dismissed  his  courtiers,  and 
none  remained  by  him  but  the  ctuef  ofthe 
eunuchs,  a  little  voung  slave,  and  myadC 
He  went  from  his  cliamber  of  audienee 
into  his  own  apartment,  where  he  ordered 
dinner  to  be  brought.  As  he  sat  at  taUei 
he  gave  me  a  sign  to  come  near  and  eat 
with  them :  to  show  my  obedience,  I  kined 
the  ground,  stood  up,  eat  down  at  table, 
and  ate  with  discretion  and  moder«tioo. 

Before  the  table  was  uncovered,  I  espiigj 
a  writins-desk,  which  I  made  a  sign  should 
be  brought  me :  having  got  it,  [  wrote  upoq 
a  large  peach  some  verses  al^er  my  waj, 
which  testified  my  acknowtedement  la 
the  sultan;  who  having  read  them  after 
my  presenting  him  the  peach,  it  increaaed 
his  astonishmenL  When  the  Ubie  was  un- 
covered, the^  brought  him  a  paTticuUr  S 
quor,  of^  which  he  caused  them  to  rive  me 
aelasB.  Idrank  and  wrote  upon  It  aone 
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new  veraes,  which  explained  the  state  I 
was  reduced  to,  afler  many  suffering. 
The  aulUn  read  tliem  likewise,  and  said, 
A  maD  that  was  capable  of  doing  so  much 
would  be  above  the  matest  of  men. 

Tlie  sultan  caused  them  to  bring  in  a 
cheaa-board,  and  asked  me  by  a  sign,  if  I 
undentood  that  fame,  and  would  play  with 
him?  I  kissed  the  ground,  and  laying  my 
hand  upon  my  head,  signified  that  iwas 
ready  to  receive  that  honour.  He  won  the 
first  game,  but  I  won  the  second  and  third ; 
and  perceivine  he  was  somewhat  displeas- 
ed at  it«  I  made  a  quatrain  to  pacify  him ; 
in  which  I  told  him,  that  two  potent  ar- 
mies had  been  fighting  furiously  all  day, 
but  that  they  made  up  a  piece  towards  the 
evenincT,  and  passed  the  remaining  part  of 
the  niflit  very  peaceably  togetlier  upon  tlie 
field  oT  battle. 

So  many  circumstances  appearing  to  the 
sultan  lar  beyond  what  ever  any  one  had 
citlier  seen  or  known  of  the  cleverness  or 
•eoaeof  apes,  he  determined  not  to  be  the 
only  witness  of  those  prodieries  himself,  but 
liaving  a  daughter,  called  the  Lady  of 
Aeauty,  on  whom  the  chief  of  the  eunuchs, 
then  present^  waited.  Go,  said  tlie  sultan 
<o  him,  and  bid  your  lady  come  hither :  I 
•m  desirous  she  should  share  my  pleasure. 
The    eunuch  went,    and  immediately 
lirought  the  princess,  who  had  her  face 
wieovered ;  but  she  was  no  sooner  come 
into  the  room,  than  she  put  on  her  veil,  and 
mild  to  the  sultan.  Sir,  your  majesty  must 
needs  have  forgotten  yourself:  1  am  very 
jmuch  surprised  that  your  maiesty  has  sent 
ibr   me  to  appear  among  men.     How, 
ciau^hter!   said  the  sultan,  you  do  not 
know  what  you  say :  here  is  nobody  but 
^he  little  slave,  tlie  eunuch  your  governor, 
mud  nwself,  who  have  the  liberty  to  see 
3rour  iace ;  and  yet  vou  lower  your  veil, 
mod  blame  me  for  having  sent  for  you 
Slither. — Sir,  said  the  princess,  your  majes- 
t,r  shall  soon  understand  that  Jam  not  in 
ue  wrong.   That  ape  you  see  before  you, 
though  he  has  the  nhnpe  of  an  ape,  is  a 
wouDg  prince,  son  of  a  great  king;  he  has 
meen  metamorphosed  into  an  ape  by  en- 
^hmntment.  A  genie,  the  son  of  the  daugh- 
ter of  Eblis,  has  maliciouRly  done  him  this 
'vrroDf ,  afU'r  having  cruelly  taken  away 
Che  Me  of  the  princess  of  theisleof  Ebene, 
clau^ter  to  the  kin;^  Kpit imams. 

Tlie  sultan,  astonished  at  this  discourse, 

itumed  towards  me,  and  spoke  no  more  by 

^^ns,  but  in  plain  words  asked  me,  if  it 

Xiras  true  what  his  dauehter  said  ?  Seeing  I 

^sould  not  speak,  I  put  my  hand  to  my  head 

XdO  signify  that  what  the  princess  spolce  was 

Itxue.     upon  this  the  sultan  said  again  to 

¥«iii  daughter,  How  do  you  kiMtw  that  tliis 

ivince  has  been  transformed  by  enchant- 

vnent  into  an  spe  ? — Sir,  repliea  the  Lady 

^  Beauty,  your  majesty  may  remember 


that  when  I  was  past  my  infancy,  I  had  an 
old  lady  waited  upon  roe ;  she  was  a  most 
expert  magician,  and  taught  me  seventy 
rules  of  magic,  by  virtue  of  whicli  I  can 
transport  your  capital  city  into  the  midst 
of  the  sea  in  the  twinklingof  an  eye»  or 
be  vond  mount  Caucasus,  oy  this  science 
I  know  all  enchanted  persons  at  first 
sight :  I  know  who  they  are,  and  by  whom 
they  nave  been  enchanted;  therefore  do 
not  be  surprised  if  I  should  forthwith 
relieve  this  prince,  in  spite  of  the  enchantp 
ment,  from  tliat  whidi  hinders  him  to  ap- 
pear in  your  sif  ht  what  he  naturally  is. 
Daughter,  said  the  sultan,  I  did  not  beheve 
you  to  have  understood  so  much.^ — Sir,  n> 
plied  the  princess,  these  things  are  cunous 
and  worth  knowing :  but  I  Uiink  I  ought 
not  to  boast  of  them. — Since  it  is  so.  said 
the  sultan,  you  can  dispel  the  prince  s  en- 
chantment.— Yes,  sir,  said  the  princess,  I 
can  restore  him  to  his  first  shape  again^^ 
Do  it  then,  said  the  sultan,  you  cannot  do 
me  a  greater  pleasure ;  for  1  will  have  him 
to  be  my  vizier,  and  he  shall  marry  you. — 
Sir,  said  the  princess,  I  am  ready  to  obey 
you  in  all  that  you  shoukl  be  pleased  to 
command  me. 

Scheherazude,  as  she  spoke,  espied  day, 
and  broke  off  her  story  ofilie  second  calen- 
der: and  Schariar,  judging  the  sequel 
would  be  as  diverting  as  the  former  part 
of  it,  resolved  to  hear  it  next  day. 


FIFTIETH  NIOU  F. 

DiiriRZADC  called  the  sultaness  at  the 
usual  hour,  saying,  Sister,  if  vou  be  not 
asleep,  pray  do  us  the  favour  to  tell  us  how 
tlie  Lady  of  Beauty  restored  the  second 
calender  to  his  former  shape.  You  shaV 
hear  it,  said  Scheherazade :  The  calender 
resumed  his  discourse  thus : 

The  princesH,  theLady  of  Beaut>,  went 
into  her  apartment,  troni  whence  she 
brought  in  a  knife,  which  had  some  He- 
brew words  engraven  on  the  blade ;  slie 
made  the  sultan,  themasterof  ihe  eunuchs, 
tlie  little  slave,  and  myself,  go  down  into  a 
private  court  of  the  palace,  and  ihen*  lef\ 
us  under  a  gallery  that  went  round  it.  Slie 
placed  herti^lf  in  the  middk?  of  the  court, 
where  she  made  a  preat  circle,  and  witliin 
it  she  wrote  several  words  in  Arabian  cha- 
racters, 84>me  of  them  ancient,  and  others 
of  those  which  they  call  tlie  characters  of 
Clemwtra. 

W  hen  she  hnd  finished  and  prepared  the 
circle  as  she  thoiieht  fit,  she  placed  hersi'll 
in  the  c^ntn'  of  it,  where  she  b«'gan  abju- 
rations, and  n'i)eated  verses  out  of  the 
Koran.  The  air  «rrew  insensibly  dark,  as 
if  it  had  Iteen  night,  and  the  whole  ^'orld 
about  to  be  dissolved :  we  found  ourselves 
struck  with  a  panic,  and  this  fear  increas- 
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^(1  the  iriore  when  wesawthe  genie,  the  son 
of  the  daug^hter  ofEblts,  appear  on  a  sud- 
den in  the  shape  ofa  lion  or  a  frightful  size. 

As  0oon  as  the  princess  perceived  this 
monster,  You  dog,  said  sne,  instead  ot' 
creeping  before  me,  dare  you  prcnt^nt  your- 
self m  this  shape,  Uiiukins:  to  frighten  me? 
— *And  thou,  replied  the  hon,  art  tliou  not 
afraid  to  break  the  treaty  which  was  so- 
lemnly made  and  confirm<^d  between  us 
by  oath,  not  tc  wrong  or  do  one  another 
anjrhurt?— ^!  thou  cursed  creature!  re- 
plied the  princess,  I  can  justly  reproach 
thee  with  doing  so. — The  lion  answered 
fiercely.  Thou  shalt  quickly  hare  thy  re- 
ward fiir  the  trouble  thou  hast  sri^ren  me  to 
return :  with  that  he  opened  his  terrible 
throat,  and  ran  at  her  to  devour  her ;  but 
the,  being  on  her  guard,  leaped  backward, 
eot  time  to  pull  out  one  of  her  hairs,  and 
bv  pronouncing  three  or  four  words, 
changed  herself  into  a  sharp  sword,  where- 
with she  cut  the  lion  through  the  middle  in 
two  pieces. 

The  two  parts  of  the  lion  vanished,  and 
the  head  only  was  left,  which  chanared  it- 
self into  a  large  scorpion.  Immediately  the 
princess  turned  herself  into  a  serpent,  and 
fought  the  scorpion,  who,  findmg  him- 
«elf  worsted,  took  the  shape  of  an  eagle, 
and  flew  away;  but  the  serpent  at  the 
same  time  took  also  the  shape  of  an  eagle, 
that  was  black  and  much  stronger,  and 
pursued  him,  so  that  we  lost  the  eight  of 
them  both. 

Some  time  afler  the^  had  disappeared, 
the  ground  opened  before  us,  and  out  of  it 
came  forth  a  cat,  black  and  white,  with  her 
hair  standing  upright,  and  mewing  in  a 
frightful  manner;  a  Diack  wolf  followed  her 
close,  and  gave  her  no  time  to  re5?t.  The 
eat,  being  thus  hard  beftet,  changed  herself 
into  a  worm,  and  being  nigh  to  a  pome- 
granate that  had  accidentally  fallen  from  a 
tree  that  grew  on  the  side  of  a  canal, 
which  was  deep,  but  not  broad,  the  worm 
pierced  the  pomegranate  in  an  instant,  and 
hid  itself,  but  the  pomegranate  swelled  im- 
mediately, and  became  as  big  as  a  gourd, 
which  mounting  up  to  the  roof  of  the  gal- 
lery, rolled  there  for  some  space,  backward 
and  forward,  fell  down  a^ain  into  the 
court,  and  broke  into  several  pieces. 

The  wolf,  who  had  in  the  meantime 
transformed  itself  into  a  cock,  fi»ll  to  pick- 
mg  up  the  seeds  of  the  pomegranate  one 
after  another;  but  findmg  no  more,  he 
came  towards  us  with  his  wings  spread, 
making  a  great  noise,  as  if  he  would  ask 
us  whether  there  was  any  more  seed. 
There  was  one  lyins:  on  the  brink  of  the 
canal,  which  the  cock  perceiving  as  he 
went  back,  ran  speedily  thither;  hut  just 
as  he  was  goin^  to  pick  it  up,  the  seed 
nilted  into  the  river,  and  turned  into  a  lit- 
tle 6th.  I 


But  I  see  day,  sir,  said  Schehertsade ; 
had  it  not  come  ko  suddenly,  I  am  pemis- 
ded  what  I  had  farther  to  say  womd  have 
given  your  majesty  a  great  deal  of  nti^ 
faction.  Upon  this  she  stopped,  and  the 
sultan  aro8(* :  hut  his  thoughts  being  alto- 
gether taken  up  with  such  unheard<^ad 
ventures,  he  was  extremely  impatient  tflJ 
he  heard  the  rest  of  tlie  story. 


nFTY-FIRST  NIGHT. 

DiNARZADE  made  no  scniple  to  disturb 
the  sultane.'is  next  morning,  and  called  to 
her.  Sister,  if  you  he  not  asleep,  pray  begin 
where  you  left  off  that  wonderful  story  fitt 
night:  I  am  very  desirous  to  know  what 
f<>llowed  ul\cr  all  those  metamorphoses. 
Scheherazade  recollected  where  she  had 
stopped,  and  addressing  her  discourse  to 
the  sultin,  Sir,  said  she,  the  second  calen- 
der contiimed  his  story  af\er  this  manner. 

The  cock  jumped  into  the  river  and  waa 
turned  into  a  pike,  that  pursued  the  smaB 
fish;    they  continued  both  under  water 
above  two  hours,  and  we  knew  not  what 
was  became  of  them,  but  all  on  a  sudden 
we  heard  terrible  cries,  which  made  ua 
tremble,  and  a  little  while  afler  we  saw  the 
genie  and  princess  all  in  flames.    Thejr 
Uirew  flashes  of  fire  out  of  their  moutha  at 
each  other,  till  they  came  to  close  quar- 
ters ;  then  the  two  fires  increased,  with  a 
thick  burning  smoke,  which  mounted  ao 
high,  that  we  had  reason  to  fear  it  wouM 
set  the  palace  on  fire.    But  we  very  soon 
had  a  more  pressing  occasion  of  fear,  for 
the  genie  having  got  loose  from  the  prin- 
cess, came  to  the  eraller)'  wliere  we  stood. 
and  blew  flames  of  fire  upon  us.    We  had 
all  perished  if  the  princess,  running  to  out 
assistance,  had  not  by  her  cries  ftirced  him 
to  retire,  and  defend  hims«i|f  against  her; 
yet,  notwithstanding  all  her  exertions,  she 
could  not  hinder  the  sultan's  beard  from 
bein?  burnt,  and  hisflice  spoiled,  the  chiH 
of  {lie  eunuchs  from  being  stifled,  and 
burnt  on  the  spot,  and  a  spark  from  enter* 
ing  myrighteye,  and  makmgit  blind.  The 
sultan  and  I  expected  nothing  but  death, 
when  we  heard  a  cry  of  Victory,  victory ! 
and  on  a  sudden  the  priMr<»ss  appeared  io 
her  natural  shape,  but  the  genie  was  re- 
duced to  a  heap  of  ashes. 

The  princess  came  near  to  us,  that  she 
might  not  lose  time,  called  f«)^  a  cup-fuB 
of  water,  which  the  young  slave,  who  had 
received  no  damaare,  hrnught  her.  She 
took  it,  and  after  pronouncing  some  worda 
over  it,  threw  it  upon  me,  sayinsr,  if  thou 
art  become  an  ape  ny  enchantment,  change 
thy  shape,  and  take  that  of  a  man,  which 
thou  hadst  bef<»re.  These  words  were 
hardly  uttered,  till  I  became  r  man  aa  1 
was  before,  one  eye  only  excepted. 
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I  WM  prepsrincrnynririrnive  tliankRln 
Ihe  pHnecn,  bui  »hi;  prcvrnicil  iiii'  bv  biI- 
drrawnK  h<^ir  to  lier  Tatticr,  lliiix ;  sir,  1 
■ave  riinnl  rtic  viriory  hvit  (Ik-  et'»it',  an 
row  majtMy  ni*y  mc  :  Ixil  il  m  a  victory 
llMt  enala  me  denr ;  I  nnve  but  b  CfV  mi- 
aniea  to  Ktt,  ami  tou  will  not  have  the  aa- 
Martinnlonmkf  thf  tnntrhjrou  iDtrmtFil; 
(be  fire  baa  nirrrril  tiK  (Idling  the  trrriblF 
eombal,  afxT  I  linil  it  rnnnunmi  me  bj'  dp- 
mrn.  Thi«  wnnlil  ni)t  have  hnp|H>nrd, 
nd  I  prrreivpil  the  lafl  of  (lie  ixinireni- 
■ale  (rethi.  ami  an-alliiu'iil  it,  no  I  i)i<l  the 
othPT  when  I  witu  chontrpil  inlii  «  cneli; 
the  (Miir  hnil  Kill  tliilher  m  In  his  Inii  en- 
treoehment.  and  upon  thai  Ilip  mrrnai  nf 
lheron.t.at.le|-'ml.-<l.  n-liiai  tvmil.l  h.ivc 


me.  This  slip  uhliTi'd me  tn  havi-  ri'finira; 
u  flre,  anil  tn  (ieht  with  thiK>e  mi^hiy 
mttrm  aa  I  did  betwren  licBven  ami  mtih. 


pnie  ktinw  thai  I  undiTst-oxi  mure  than 
lie:  I  have  ronqitenil  nnr]  rcdiicnl  him  lo 
■rfiea,  Init  I  canmit  e«rn|ie  ilcalh,  whii-h  In 


,   dtTlielil    Rpprnra,    whirh  fur 


bid*  me  tnw 

te«y  think*  tft  tolrt  nie  livi' till  t'lmomm-. 
m«  ali«ll  bear  tin-  mil  of  thin  utrirr. 
Jtehahiiar  rniMPnte.l.  anii  cut  up  nreoril- 
ine  in  eiutom  tu  lal.e  ran-  of  the  ntlkirsof 
hi*  empire. 


pirrr-SECuND  Ki'jirr. 

DiHtaiiDE  awakiiiL'  H>mr  time  be(!>re 
Jut,  ralleil  unnn  the  ouhnnr*".  and  miJ. 
Vy  drar  .L.I.T.  if  v,.lj  U-  nui  .■.^.■■■p,  I 
VnuM  praTymi  tn  finuli  thr. -MrT  iif  llie 
Mond  raknder.    Sehelierjiiaile  n-«iimed 


Ttie  ra  lender  ilwayi  directing  h» 
spi'ech  lo  Zuheide,  lobJ  tier,  Madam,  (lu 
miltnn  rulkreil  the  princeaa,  the  Ladf  nl 
Beauty,  tn  fo  on  with  ihc  reciul  or  het 
cninlml.  and  when  abe  had  done,  he  rpofae 
tn  her  in  a  tnne  that  aufficiently  teatified 
hi*  ^iel'.  My  dnu^iter,  said  he,  jou  aea 
in  u'hai  ronditiiiD  your&iher  >■;  ataa!  I 
wonder  that  I  am  yel  alive !  Your  piver- 
nnr,  the  vuiiuch,  ia  dead  ;  and  ilie  pritiee 
whom  you  have  delivered  from  hn  etw 
chaDlmcnt  liaa  kwt  one  of  hi*  eyea.  He 
rouU  Kpeak  no  more,  fur  hia  leara,  aijtha, 
anil  anlM,  made  him  apeechleaa;  hiadauch* 
ler  nnd  1  were  exrenltn^  aenaible  afhia 
•omiw,  and  wept  with  him. 

In  ihe  mean  time,  while  we  were  vyinr 


rithenehntbrr  ir 


nlhrr  in  riier,  the  pnnceaa  ened, 
bum !  She  Tound  thai  the  fir« 
whirh  cunaumed  lier,  had  at  laat  aeiaed 
upnn  herwhiileboily,  which  made  hcratiH 
cri-,  I  burn,  uniil  itralh  had  made  an  end 
ol'her  intohrahlc  poina.  The  etfrclorihat 
fire  wa*  w  extrannlinary,  thai  in  a  Tew 
nHimenla  alie  waa  wholly  reduced  to 
fliihr*.  a*  wna  the  genie. 

I  rnnmii  tell  mi,  rxiBilam,  how  much  I 
won  uneviil  Ri  an  dixmal  a  apertacle  ;  I 
had  mthrr  all  my  life  hare  cnniinued  aa 
npe  iir  n  diif,  ihan  tn  have  aeen  my  bene- 
farlrTT*  lliijn  mi»eraWy  pi-riah.  The  aultan 
hrii)?  alilii-lnl  Irvond  all  thai  ran  be  ima- 
einei),  crivil  mil  |iitei>ii<lr,  ami  heat  himarll 
on  liiM  lii-ail  and  •lumarh,  untd  heln|;r|uilo 
ovprpnine  wiih  rrief,  he  fainird  awny, 
nliirli  n.nilr  mefrarror  liiii  lifr.  In  the 
mrati  time  tla-  eunuctn  and  olfirera  rame 
ninninir  at  the  atiltan**  criea,  artH  niih 
i-rrrmurli  ailn  htDurhl  him  tn  himpeif 
arain.  TIiit';  wa«  no  need  fi  r  tJiat  prinee 
and  me  to  eive  them  a  Innt;  narrative  ol 
thin  adventure,  in  order  tn  runvinee  tliem 
or  their  creat  kiaa.  The  two  bea|ja  nl 
aahm,  into  which  the  princeaa  an*!  ihe  ge- 
nie had  been  reduced,  wrra  mBeieiit  da 
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monstration.  The  sultan  was  hardly  able 
to  stand,  but  was  forced  to  be  supported 
by  them  till  he  could  get  to  his  apartment 

When  the  noise  oT  the  tragical  event 
had  spread  itself  through  tlie  palace  and 
the  city,  all  the  people  bewailed  the  misfor- 
tune of  the  princess,  the  Lady  of  Beauty, 
and  were  much  afiected  by  the  sultan  s 
affliction.  Every  one  was  in  deep  mourn- 
ing for  seven  da3rs,  and  many  ceremonies 
were  performed.  The  ashes  of  the  g^enie 
were  thrown  into  the  air,  but  those  ot  the 
princess  were  gathered  into  a  precious 
urn,  to  be  kept,  and  the  urn  was  set  in  a 
stately  tomb,  which  was  built  for  that  pur- 
pose on  the  same  place  where  the  ashes  had 
Iain. 

The  grief  which  the  sultan  conceived 
for  the  loss  of  his  daughter  threw  him  into 
a  fit  of  sickness,  which  confined  him  to  his 
chamber  for  a  whole  month.  He  had  not 
fully  recovered  strcncrth  when  he  sent  for 
me :  Prince,  said  he,  hearken  to  the  orders 
that  I  now  give  you ;  it  will  cost  you  your 
life  if  you  do  not  put  them  into  execution. 
I  assured  him  of^exact  obedience ;  upon 
which  he  went  on  thus :  I  have  constantly 
lived  in  perfect  felicity,  and  was  never 
crossed  by  any  accident :  but  by  your  ar- 
rival all  the  happiness  1  possessed  is  va- 
nished :  my  daughter  is  dead,  her  gover- 
nor is  no  more,  and  it  is  through  a  miracle 
that  I  am  yet  alive.  You  are  the  cause  of 
all  those  misfortunes,  for  which  it  is  impos- 
sible that  I  should  be  comforted  ^  theref<)re 
depart  from  hence  in  peace,  witliout  fur- 
ther delay,  for  I  myself^  must  perisli,  if  you 
stay  any  longer :  I  am  persuaaed  that  vour 
presence  bnngs  mischief  along  with  it. 
This  is  all  I  have  to  say  to  you.  Depart,  and 
take  care  of  ever  appearing  agam  in  my 
dominions;  no  consideration  whatsoever 
shall  hinder  me  from  making  you  repent  of 
it.  I  was  goins  to  speak,  but  he  stopped 
my  mouth  oy  i^rds  fiiU  of  anger :  ana  so  I 
was  obliged  to  remove  from  his  palace, 
rejected,  banished,  an  outcast  from  the 
world,  and  not  knowing  what  would  be- 
come of  me.  Before  I  left  the  city  I  went 
into  a  bagnio,  where  I  caused  my  beard 
and  eyebrows  to  lie  shaved,  and  put  on  a 
calender's  habit.  I  began  my  journey,  not 
so  much  deplorin?  my  own  miseries,  as  the 
death  of  the  two  fair  princesses,  of  which  1 
have  been  the  occasitm.  I  passed  through 
many  countries  without  makinlg  myself 
known;  at  last  I  resolved  to  come  to  Bag- 
dad, in  hopes  to  ?et  mvself  introduced  to 
the  commander  of  the  faithful,  to  move  his 
conipassion  by  friviug  him  an  account  of 
my  strange  adventures.  I  came  hither 
this  evening,  and  the  first  man  I  met  was 
this  calender,  our  brother,  who  sf>oke  be- 
l4)re  me.  You  know  the  remainmg  part, 
madam,  and  the  cause  of  my  having  the 
honour  lo  be  liere. 


When  the  second  calender  made  an  enu 
of  his  story,  Zobeide,  to  whom  he  had  ad- 
dressed his  speech,  told  him.  It  is  well, 
you  may  go  which  way  you  please  j  I  give 
you  leave :  but  instead  of  departing,  he 
also  petitioned  the  lady  to  show  him  the 
same  favour  she  had  vouchsafed  to  the 
first  calender,  and  went  and  sat  down  by 
him.  But,  sir,  said  Scheherazade,  as  shle 
spoke  these  words,  it  is  day,  and  I  must  not 

{)roceed :  I  dare  however  assure  you,  that 
low  agreeable  soever  this  story  of  the  se- 
cond calender  may  seemtoyou^  that  of  the 
third  will  be  no  less  worthy  of  your  hear- 
ing, if  your  majesty  be  pleased  to  have  pa- 
tience. The  sultan  being  desirous  toknow 
wliether  it  would  appear  so  wonderful  aa 
the  last,  got  out  of  bed  with  a  resolution  to 
prolong  Schelierazade's  life  farther,  though 
the  delay  he  had  granted  was  determined 
several  days  before.  • 


FIFTY-THIRD  NIGHT. 

About  the  latter  end  of  the  following 
night,  Dinarzade  addressed  herself  to  the 
suTtaness  thus :  Dear  sister,  1  pray,  uniL 
day  appear,  which  wiH  he  venr  soon,  be 
pleased  to  relate  some  of  the  fine  storiee 
you  have  read. — I  would  willingly,  said 
Schahriar^  hear  the  story  of  the  third  ca 
lender. — oir,  replied  Scheherazade,  3^011 
shall  be  obeyed.  The  third  calender,  per- 
ceiving it  was  his  turn  to  speak,  addressed 
his  speech  as  the  rest  had  done,  to  Zo 
beide,  and  began  in  this  manner : 

The  History  qf  the  Third  Calender,  • 
Xing^s  Son, 

My  story,  most  honourable  lady,  vm 
mucn  differs  from  what  you  have  heard  al 
ready.  The  two  princes  that  spoke  before 
me  have  each  lost  an  eye  by  the  pure  cf 
fects  of  their  destiny,  but  mine  I  kMt 
tlirough  my  own  fault,  and  by  hastening  to 
seek  my  own  n)isf()rtune,  as  you  shall  hear 
by  the  sequel  of  the  story.  My  name  it 
Agib.  and  I  am  the  son  of  a  king  who  was 
called  Cassib.  After  his  death  1  took  pos- 
session of  his  dominions,  and  residea  in 
the  same  city  where  he  lived  before.  The 
city  is  situated  on  the  sea-coast,  has  one 
of  the  finest  and  safest  harbours  in  the 
world,  an  arsenal  capable  of  fitting  out  (ur  • 
sea  one  hundred  ana  fif\y  men  of  war  that 
are  always  ready,  and  fif\y  merchantmen* 
and  light  frigates,  and  pleasure-boats  b^ 
sides.  My  kingdom  is  composed  of  several 
fine  provinces  upon  the  main  land,  besides 
a  number  of  spacious  islands,  every  one  of 
which  lies  almost  in  sight  of  my  capita 
city. 

The  first  thing  I  did  was  to  visit  the 
provinces.  I  aflerwards  caused  my  whole 
fleet  to  be  fitted  out  and  manned,   and 
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went  to  my  wlands  to  ^ain  the  hearlM  of 
my  subjects  bv  my  preM.*nce,  and  to  con- 
tirm  them  in  their  loyahy  ;  and  some  time 
atW  I  returned,  I  went  thither  again. 
These  voyages  driving  me  some  taste  lor 
navi^tion,  I  took  8o  much  pleasure  in  it, 
that  I  resolved  to  make  some  disa)verieH 
bevond  my  islands ;  to  which  end  I  caused 
oiJv  ten  8hi|iii  to  he  fitted  out,  embarked 
ou  board  them,  and  «et  sail. 

Our  voyage  was  very  successful  for  forty 
days  tt>gether :  but  on  the  forty-tirst  ni^ht 
the  wind  l)ecanie  contrary,  and  withal  so 
boi8ten>u8,  tliat  we  were  near  being  lost  in 
the  storm.  About  break  of  day  the  wind 
grew  calm,  the  cbuds  dispersed,  und  the 
sun  having  broug[lit  back  luir  weather,  we 
came  c\of>e  to  an  island,  where  we  remain- 
ed two  days  to  take  in  fresh  provisions ; 
afWr  which  we  put  off  again  to  sea.  A(\er 
ten  days'  sail,  wc  were  in  hopes  of  seeing 
Und ;  tor  tlie  tenip(*sts  we  had  gone 
tlirough  Itad  so  much  altated  my  curiosity, 
that  1  gave  orders  to  steer  back  to  my  own 
ooast ;  but  I  perceived  at  the  same  time, 
that  my  pilot  knew  not  where  we  were. 
Upon  the  tenth  day,  a  seaman  being  sent 
to  ]ouk  out  lor  land  from  the  main-mast 
head,  gave  notice  that  on  starboard  and 
krbokra  he  could  see  nothing  but  tlic  sky 
and  the  sea^  which  bounded  the  horizon ; 
but  just  belore  us,  upon  tiic  stern,  he  saw 
a  treat  blackness. 

The  pilot  changed  colour  at  tliis  rela- 
tion; and,  throwing  his  turban  on  the 
deck  wiUi  one  hand,  and  beating  his  breast 
witii  tlie  otlier,  cried,  Oh,  sir !  we  are  all 
k«t!  not  one  of  us  will  escape!  and,  witli 
all  my  skill,  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  pre- 
vent iL — Having  spoke  thus,  he  fell  to  cry- 
ing like  a  man  who  foresaw  unavoidable 
ram:  his  despair  put  the  whole  sliip's 
crew  in  fear.  1  asked  him  what  reason  he 
had  thus  to  despair  ?  He  told  me  the  tem- 
|w«t,  which  he  had  outlived,  had  brought 
OS  00  far  out  of  our  course,  that  to-mor- 
row about  noon  we  should  come  near  to 
that  black  place,  which  is  noticing  else  but 
the  black  mountain,  that  is,  a  mineof  ada- 
amnU  which  at  this  vcryipinute  draws  all 
your  fleet  towards  it,  by  imue  of  Uie  iron 
and  the  nails  that  are  in  your  ships ;  and 
when  we  come  to-mctrrow  at  a  certain 
distance,  the  strength  of  the  adamant  will 
have  such  a  force,  that  all  the  naib  will  be 
drawn  out  of  the  sides  and  bottoms  of 
the  ships,  and  fasten  to  the  mountain ;  00 
that  your  vessel  will  fall  to  pieces,  and 
mak  to^  the  bottom :  and  as  the  adamant 
has  a  virtue  to  draw  all  iron  to  it,  where- 
bf  its  attraction  becomes  stronger,  tliis 
mountain  on  the  side  of  the  sea  is  co- 
vered over  with  nails,  drawn  out  of  an  in- 
imte  number  of  vessels  that  have  perish- 
ed hjr  it  |  and  this  preserves  and  augments 
''H  virtue  at  the  same  time. 


This  mountain,  continued  the  pilot,  is 
very  merged:  on  the  lop  of  it  there  is  a 
dome  of  une  hras»«,  bupported  b^-  pillars  ol 
the  same  ;  and  u^hhi  the  top  oi  that  dome 
tliere  stands  a  horse  of  the  same  metal, 
with  a  rider  on  his  back,  who  has  a  plate 
of  lead  tixed  to  his  breast,  up<m  which 
simie  lalismnnic  characters  are  engraven. 
Sir,  the  tradition  is,  that  this  statue  is  the 
chief  cause  that  so  many  slii[)s  and  men 
have  been  lost  and  sunk  m  this  ()lace,  and 
that  it  will  ever  continue  to  be  latal  to  all 
tliose  who  have  the  nIi^^ortune  to  come 
near  to  it,  until  itohall  be  tlnown  down. 

The  pilt>t,  having  ended  his  diMoiirse, 
began  to  weep  alresh,  and  all  the  re^t  uf 
tlic  shin's  comi)any  did  the  like.  I  hail  no 
other  thought  hut  that  my  days  were  tliere 
to  have  an  end.  In  tlie  menu  time,  every 
one  began  to  provide  l«>r  his  own  safety, 
and  to  that  end  took  all  inuifrinable  pre- 
cautions; and.  iKring  uncertain  of  the 
e>ent,  they  all  made  one  another  their 
heirs,  by  virtue  of  a  will,  for  the  benefit  ot 
tliose  that  should  hap|)en  to  be  saved. 

The  next  morning  w;e  perceived  the 
black  mountain  very  plain,  and  the  idea 
we  had  conceived  of  it  uiadc  it  ap|M'ar 
more  fri^htllil  than  it  was.  About  nmui  we 
were  come  so  near,  that  we  touiid  what 
the  pilot  had  foretold  to  be  true ;  lor  we 
saw  all  the  nails  and  inm  aliont  the  shi|J6 
fly  towards  the  inounluiii,  where  they  fix- 
ed, by  the  violence  of  the  attrac*ion«  \\i\}\ 
a  horrible  noise :  the  ships  split  asunder, 
and  sunk  uito  the  sea,  which  was  m>  deep 
about  the  plac^.  that  we  could  not  souiul 
it.  All  my  pt*ople  were  drowned  ;  hut  God 
had  mercy  on  mc,  and  ()erniitted  me  to 
save  myself  by  means  ot  a  plank,  which 
the  wind  drove  ashore  just  at  the  l(>ot  ol 
the  mountain.  I  did  m>t  receive  the  least 
hurt ;  and  my  good  foitune  brought  me  to 
a  landing  place,  where  there  were  steps 
that  went  up  to  tlie  top  of  tlie  nu»untaiu. 

Schelierazade  would  have  gone  on  witii 
her  stor>',  but  day  appearing,  she  was 
obliged  to  keep  silence.  Tlie  sultan  was 
convinced  by  tliis  beginning  that  the  sul- 
taness  had  not  deceived  him  ;  and  there- 
fore we  are  not  to  wonder  that  be  did  not 
order  her  to  die  tliat  day. 


FIFTY-FOURTH  NIGHT. 

For  heaven's  sake,  cried  Dinsrzade, 
next  morning,  if  you  be  not  ask*ep,  sister. 

So  on  with  the  story  of  the  third  calender. 
ly  dear  sister,  said  Scheherazade,  the 
prince  renewed  his  discourse  Uius: — 

At  tlie  sight  of  these  steps,  said  lie,  for 
there  was  not  a  bit  of  ground,  either  on 
the  right  or  k^fl,  whereon  a  man  could  set 
his  foot.  I  gave  thanks  to  God,  and  recom- 
mended myself  to  his  holy  protection,  as  J 
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begmn  to  mount  the  Meps.  which  weie  so 
narrow,  ru^ed,  and  liam  (a  setup,  that 
had  the  wind  bbwu  ever  bo  little,  it  would 
have  thrown  me  down  into  ihe  sea.  Bm  at 
biat  1  ^t  up  to  (he  top,  without  any  anci- 
deoL  I  came  inu>  Uie  dome,  and.  kneeling 
on  the  ground,  ^ve  God  thaniis  for  his 

I  pa-wed  the  nidit  under  the  dome ;  and 
ID  my  sleep,  anoulKrave  man  appeared  to 
me,  and  said.  Hearken,  A^b :  as  soon  as 
thou  art  awake,  dig  up  the  rround  under 
thy  feel ;  thou  ahalc  nnd  a  bow  of  brasa, 
and  three  arrowa  of  lead,  that  are  made 
under  certain  conateUationa.  to  deliver 
mankind  tmin  the  many  calamities  tiiat 
threaten  them.  Shoot  the  three  arrows  at 
the  atatue,  and  the  rider  shall  fall  into  the 
■ea,  but  the  horse  will  fall  down  by  thy 
nde,  which  thou  must  bury  in  the  same 
place  from  whence  tliou  tookeit  the  bow 
and  arrows.  Thia  being-dooe,  thesea  will 
•well  and  rise  up  to  tlie  toot  of  the  dome 
that  standa  upon  the  top  of  the  mountain  : 
when  it  cornea  upsohifh,  thoushalteee  a 
boat,  with  one  man  holding  an  oar  in  each 
hand ; — this  man  ia  also  of  metal,  but  dif- 
ferent from  that  thou  hast  thrown  down ; 
■tep  on  board  in  him,  without  mentioning 
the  name  of  God,  and  let  him  conduct 
thee.  He  will  in  ten  days'  time  brin;  thee 
into  another  sea,  where  thou  shall  find  an 
opportuojly  to  get  liome  to  thv  country 
aaie  and  sound,  provided,  as  I  have  told 
thee,  thou  dost  not  mention  the  name  of 
God  during  the  whole  voyage. 

Thia  was  the  substanceoftheold  man's 
dNOOurae.  When  I  awoke,  I  waa  very 
much  comforted  by  the  vision,  and  did  not 
&il  la  ^Merve  everything  that  he  had 
'oounanded  me.  I  took  the  bow  and  ar- 
row* out  of  the  groaiid^  shot  at  the  horw- 
auui,  and,  with  the  third  arrow,  I  over- 
OmwMnt  ha  Ml  mtotbe  mk,  and  the 


In  tlie  mean  time,  the  sea  swelled, 
anil  rose  up  by  degrees ;  when  it  came  «a 
liigh  as  the  foot  of  the  Jorae  that  atooil 
upon  the  top  of  Ihe  mountain,  I  saw  a&r 
ufi  a  boat  rowing  towards  me,  and  1  n- 
turned  God  thanlis  that  every  thii^  ■)!»• 
ceedod  according  to  my  dream. 

At  last  the  boat  made  land,  and  I  mr 
the  man  waji  made  of  metal,  as  I  haid 
dreamt.  I  stepped  aboard,  and  took  peat 
heed  not  to  pronounce  the  name  of  God, 
neither  spoke  1  one  word.  I  sat  down,  bM 
the  man  of  metal  began  to  row  ofi*  from 
the  mountain.  He  rowed  without  ceani^ 
till  tlie  ninth  day,  when  I  saw  some  ia- 
InniU,  which  gave  me  hopes  that  I  aboold 
escape  all  Ihe  danger  that  I  feared.  The 
PKceaa  of  my  joy  made  me  forget  wtat  I 
was  forbidden  to  doi  Blessed  be  God* 
said  I ;  Gild  be  praised ! 

I  had  no  sooneripoken  these  wordt,b«t 
the  boat  sunk  with  the  roan  of  metal;  and, 
leaving  me  upon  the  surface,  I  swam  lbs 
remaining  part  of  the  day  towarda  that 
land  which  appeared  nearest  to  me.  A 
very  dark  Mght  succeeded ;  and  not 
knowing  whm  I  was,  I  swnm  at  a  ven- 
ture. My  (trenglh  at  last  began  to  fiifl, 
and  I  despaired  of  being  able  to  aave  my- 
self; when  the  wind  b^n  to  Mow  hai^ 
and  a  wave,  as  big  as  a  mountain,  threw 
me  on  a  flat,  where  it  left  me,  and  drew 
back.  1  made  haste  to  gel  aaboie.  fkuitg 
another  wave  mi^ht  wuh  me  back  again. 
The  first  thing  1  did  was  tostrip,  and  wrinr 
the  water  out  of  my  clothes,  and  then  bS 
them  down  on  the  dry  sand,  whiehwaa 
silil  pretty  warm  by  the  heat  of  the  daf. 

Ne:f  I  moming  the  aun  dried  nif  dbmi 
early:  I  putthem  on.  andwent  fbrwardto 
toe  where  I  was.  I  had  not  walked  ww 
&r,  tiU  1  Ibund  I  waa  got  opon  a  Ml*  d» 
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■ert  Wuiii,  Uiougrh  very  pleaMnt,  where 
theic  gnw  several  sorts  oflree*  and  wHd 
fiviu;  tnil  I  perceived  it  wnsvcr);  far  fmin 
the  eootinent,  nhich  much  diminished  the 
)r»r  I  conceived  rorhavinjr  escaped  tlie  dan- 
ger  of  the  aeas,  [  iiottviilis 'ending  re- 
commended mvt<eIfto  Goil,  niid  prayed 
him  10  dixnoe  uf  me  Bcmnlinf  t«  hm  ?o<>d 
will  and  pwasure.  Al  the  Bame  time  I^nw 
■  Venel  coming  from  tlie  ninin  land,  be- 
Itire  the  wind,  directly  tn  the  island.  1 
duabted  not  hut  lliey  were  cinimig  to  nn- 
chnr  there;  and bcin? uncertain  wiiat sort 
of  people  thev  niis-hl  be,  wliellier  friends  or 
fijca,  I  thnoyfit  it  rot  Bali;  for  me  to  be  seen, 
I  got  up  into  a  very  thick  tree,  from 
wheneel  mi^l  aafi-Iy  vietv  them.  Tlie 
vcMel  eame  into  a  tiiite  creek,  where  ten 
■laves  landed,  carrying  a  spane  and  other 
inairumenta  m  for  digging  up  the  gro 
They  went  lowarils  tlie  middle  of  il._ 
land,  where  I  aaw  them  slop  and  dig  the 
'ak>ng while;  afUTwhlcliIihought 


)t  under  nOi 

.5  Bwinland. 

When  I  perceived  they  were  at  BUi^h  dis< 
tance  [hat  they  could  not  »ee  me,  I  came 
down  from  llie  tree,  and  went  direclty  to 
the  plaee  where  I  had  seen  llie  fround  I>to- 
ken.  1  retiKived  llie  earth  by  oeerees,  til 
I  found  a  utonc  that  waa  two  or  tliree  feet 
isqiiare.  I  lil\ed  il  up,  and  saw  that  il  co- 
vered the  head  of  the  Ktairs,  which  were 
alao  of  stone.  I  went  duivn,  and  came  in- 
to a  large  nK>m,  ivhere  Uiere  was  laid  a 
lbot-car|>el,  and  a  couch  covered  with  ta- 
pealry,  and  cushions  covered  with  rich 
stuff,  upon  which  tlie  young  man  sal,  with 
a  fan  in  his  hand.  I  saw  all  this  by  the 
light  of  two  taiiers,  together  willi  tlie  fruita 
and  flower-pots  he  had  siandingaboul  liim. 
The  roung  lad  was  startled  at  the  si^lit  of 
me;  liul  to  rid  him  of  his  tear,  I  said  to 
in,  Whoever   yoi 


(ivitiida 
Tnwthc 


.1  of  provisions  and  furniture, 
which  thev  carried  to  that  place  where 
th«7  had  nn^eu  ground,  and  so  went 
downward ;  which  made  me  suppose  it 
wmaa  subterraneous  dwelling. 

1  aw  then  onee  more  go  to  the  ship,  and 
return  soon  after  with  an  old  man,  who 
led  a  Wrrhandaomeyounglad  in  his  hand, 
ofakml  fourteen  or  fineen  years  of  age — 
Tterallwciitdnwnat  the  trap-door;  and, 
WiPC  come  up  again,  having  let  ilown  the 
trmp^oor,  ana  covered  it  ovit  with  earth, 
tbej  rvtvrned  to  the  creek  where  the  ship 
hys  bat  leaw  not  the  young- man  in  their 
cooiiMDT.  Thia  made  me  believe  that  he 
■tutl  behind  in  that  place  underground, 
which  I  coubl  not  but  be  extremely  asto- 

TlMdUfDiBudAe  damweataboard. 


you  any  prejudice;  on  the  contrary,  il  a 

Erobable  tliat  your  good  destiny  baa 
rough!  me  hither  to  deliver  vou  out  of 
this  tomb,  where  it  seems  they  fiave  buried 
you  alive,  for  reasons  unknown  to  mt. 
But  that  which  makes  me  wonder,  and 
what  I  cannot  conceive,  (lor  you  must 
know  that  I  have  been  witness  to  all  that 
hath  passed  since  your  coming  in'jo  thtg 
islantn^is,  that  you  suffered  yourself  to  be 
buried  iii  tliia  place  without  any  reaiatance. 
Scheheraude  broke  ofi*  here,  and  the 
sultan  amee,  very  impatient  to  know  why 
thia  young  lad  waa  Irius  abandoned  in  a 
desert  island,  as  to  which  he  promised  him- 
self Batiafactioa  Kxl  night. 

nPTT-nFTH  NIOHT. 

DiMAKXADE  pereelrinr  it  was  time  to  eaB 

upon  the  wltaneai,  said,  Sistar  if  you  bt 


u 
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not  asleep,  pray  resume  the  story  of  the 
thinl  caleiKler.  Scheherazade  gave  her 
no  (icca.iu)ii  to  repeat  her  request,  and  went 
on  in  this  manner:— 

The  youni?  man,  cnntmued  the  third  ca- 
lender, recovered  himself  at  these  words, 
and  prayed  me,  with  a  smtlios'  counte- 
nance, to  sit  down  by  him ;  which  when  I 
had  done,  he  said,  Prince,  I  am  to  ac- 
quaint you  with  a  matter  so  extraordinary 
m  irself,  that  it  cannot  but  surprise  you. 

My  fatlier  is  a  merchant  jeweller,  who, 
througfh  his  in^nuity  in  his  calling:,  has 
acquired  a  ereat  estate.  He  has  many 
shiver  and  awo  deputies,  whom  he  em- 
ploys to  1^0  as  supercargoes  to  sea  with  his 
own  ships,  on  purpose  to  maintain  the  cor- 
respondence he  has  at  several  courts,  which 
he  furnishes  with  such  precious  stones  as 
they  want. 

He  had  been  married  a  lon^  while,  and 
without  issue,  when  he  understood  by  a 
dream  that  he  should  have  a  son,  though 
nis  hfe  would  be  but  short;  at  which  he 
was  very  much  concerned  when  he 
awoke.— Some  days  after,  my  mother  ac- 
quainted him  that  she  was  with  child :  and 
what  she  supposed  to  be  Uie  time  of  her 
conception  agreed  exactly  with  the  dav  of 
his  dream.  She  was  brought  to  bed  or  me 
at  the  end  of  nine  months,  which  occasion- 
ed irreat  joy  in  the  flimily. 

My  father,  who  had  observed  the  very 
moment  of  my  birth,  consultetl  astrolosrers 
about  mv  nativity,  who  told  him.  Your 
•on  shall  live  very  happily  till  the  affe  of 
fifte'.'n,  when  he  will  be  in  danger  of  losing 
his  life,  and  hardly  be  able  to  escape  it: 
but  if  his  good  destiny  preserve  him  be- 
yond that  time,  he  will  live  to  grow  very 
old.  It  will  be  (said  they)  when  the  statue 
of  brass,  that  stands  upon  the  top  of  the 
mountain  of  adamant,  shall  be  thrown 
down  into  the  sea  by  prince  Agib,  son  of 
king  Cassib ;  and ,  as  the  stars  prognosti- 
cate, your  s<m  shall  be  killed  fifty  days 
afterwards  bv  that  prince. 

As  the  event  of  this  part  of  the  pre- 
'  diction  about  the  statue  agrees  exactly  with 
my  father's  dream,  it  afflicted  him  so  much, 
that  he  was  stmck  to  the  very  heart  with 
it  In  the  mean  time,  he  took  all  imagina- 
ble care  of  m)r  education  until  this  present 
year,  which  is  the  fifteenth  of  my  age ; 
and  ne  had  notice  given  him  yesterday, 
that  the  statuo  of  brass  had  been  thrown 
into  the  sea  about  vm  days  ago,  by  that 
same  prince  I  told  you  of.  This  news  has 
cost  hiin  so  many  tears,  and  has  alarmed 
him  80  much,  that  he  looks  not  like  himself. 

Upon  these  predictions  of  the  astrolo- 
gers, he  has  sought  by  all  means  possiole 
to  falsify  my  horoscope,  and  to  preserve 
my  life.    It  is  not  long  since  he  took  the 

Erecaution  to  bnild  me  this  8ubterrai>ean  ha- 
itation  to  hide  me  in  till  the  expiration  of 


thefifty  da>^  after  the  throwing  down  of  the 
statue ;  and  therefore,  since  it  was  ten  days 
ago  that  this  had  happened,  he  came  hasti- 
ly hitlier  to  hide  nie,  and  promised  at  the 
end  of  forty  days  ui  onie  again,  and  fetch 
me  out.  As  for  mv  own  part,  I  am  in  good 
hope,  and  cannot  believe  that  prince  Affib 
wiU  come  to  seek  for  nie  in  a  place  under 
ground  in  the  midst  of  a  desert  island.  This, 
my  lord,  is  what  i  have  to  say  to  you. 

\Vhile  the  jeweller^s  son  was  telling  nc 
this  story,  I  laughed  within  myself  at  those 
astrologers  who  had  foretold  that  I  should 
take  away  his  life ;  for  I  thought  myself  so 
far  from  being  likely  to  verify  what  tliey 
said,  that  he  had  scarce  done  speaking, 
when  1  t*)ld  him,  with  great  jm',  l3ear  wr, 
put  your  contidence  in  tlie  goodness  of  God, 
and  fear  notliing :  you  may  consider  it  as 
a  debt  you  was  to  pay,  but  that  you  arp 
acquitted  of  it  from  this  very  hour.  I  am 
l°[lad  that,  after  my  shipwreck,  I  came  so 
fortunately  hither  to  defend  you  aninat  all 
those  that  would  attempt  vour  ueath.  I 
will  not  leave  you  till  the  forty  days  are 
expired,  of  which  the  foolisfi  aetrologen 
have  made  you  apprehensive;  and,  in  the 
mean  while,  I  will  do  you  all  the  aenrice 
that  lies  in  my  power ;  af\er  which,  I  shall 
have  the  benefit  of  getting  to  the  main  land  _ 
in  your  vessel,  with  leave  of  your  lather,  ^. 
and  yourself;  and  when  I  am  returned  into 
my  Kingdom,  I  shall  remember  the  obliga- 
tions I  owe  you,  and  endeavour  to  demon- 
strate my  acknowledgments  in  a 
manner. 

This  my  discourse  encouraged  the  jew< 
eller's  son,  and  inspired  him  with  coof 
dence  in  me.    I  took  care  not  to  tell  hi> 
I  was  the  very  Agib  whom  he  dreaded,  kit 
I  should  put  him  into  a  fright,  and  took 
mucli  care  not  to  give  him  any  cause 
suspect  it.    We  passed  the  time  in 
ral  discourses  till  night  came  on :  I 
the  young  lad  of  ready  wit.  and  p«r 

with  him  of  his  provisions,  or  which  he 

enough  to  have  lasted   beyond   the  fcrtj_^ 
days,  though  he  had  more  guests  than  my—  ^^ 
self.    After  supper  we   continued   i 

time  in  discourse :  at  last  we  went  to 

The  next  day,  when  we  got  up,  I  held  th^ 
basin  and  water  to  him ;  I  also  provUfi 
dinner,  and  set  it  on  the  table  in  due  time      —  ■ ., 
after  we  had  done,  I  invented  a  play  to  dc  ^  ^>- 
vert  ourselves,  not  only  for  that  day, ' 
for  those  that  K>llowed.    I  prepared 


-d. 


contract  friendship.    I  found  he  k>VM  n 
and  for  mv  part.  I  had  so  great  a  re 
fiir  him,  that  I  have  oflen  said  to  m,. 
Those  astrologers  who  predicted  to  hm 
ther,  that  his  son  should  die  by  onr  F 
were  impostors ;  for  it  is  not  possible 
Icoukl  commit  so  base  an  aetMNb 
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•Imrt,  madam,  we  spent  thirty-nine  da^n 
in  the  plraKantt^Mt  manner  that  could  be,  in 
m  riace  like  that  under  ^mnnd. 

The  fortieth  day  ap[M*ared;  and  in  the 
mominfr,  when  the  youn^  mnn  awoke,  he 
■lid  to  nie,  with  n  tninM^Nirt  of  joy  that  tie 
eould  not  restrain,  Prince,  ihiH  w  the  tor- 
tirth  day  ;  1  am  not  dead,  thanks  to  GcmI 
•ikI  vour  fo«Mi  comimny.  My  father  will 
nut  Kill  toU*  here  aiion,^  to  g'ive  vou  a  teK- 
timony  ofhiH  emtilude  tor  it,  an<i  shall  tnr- 
ntah  you  with  nil  that  ix  nereN«tary  for  your 
rrturn  to  vour  kiujrdom  :  hut  in  the  niean 
time,  83id)ie,  I  )m*£'  you  to  gvt  ready  8ome 
water  very  wnrrii.  to  wokIi  my  \vhoU»  Unly 
m  that^  iMirtnhle  Imirnio,  that  I  may  clean 
nyaelt*,  and  rhnnci*  my  cUithes,  to  receive 
IfiT  father  more  cheerfullv. 

I  pet  tlie  water  on  the  fire,  and  when  it 
w«ft  hot,  put  it  into  the  movcahle  Iwcrnio : 
Oie  routh  went  in,  and  I  mvHelf  washed  and 
mbUnl  him.  At  last  he  came  out,  and 
liiti  hhnflelf  down  in  his  lied  that  1  had  prt^ 
piiml,  and  covi-red  him  with  his  )ied 
ekiihes.  Al)er  he  had  Klcpt  a  while,  he 
•woke,  and  said,  Dt*ar  prince,  pray  do  me 
the  favour  to  fetch  me  n  m('k>n  and  some 
tiirar.  that  I  may  cat  some,  and  refresh  me. 

Out  of  several  mek>Qs  that  rt*mained,  1 
Imik  the  best,  and  laid  it  on  a  i>late;  and 
because  I  could  not  find  a  kiiil**  to  cut  it 
with,  I  asked  tin*  youn?  man  if  he  knew 
where  then»  was  one.  There  is  one,  saiil 
he,  upon  this  c<»rnireo%vr  my  head.  I  ac- 
ennlineriy  saw  it  th«*re,  and  made  so  much 
haste  to  reach  it,  that  white  I  had  it  in  my 
hand,  mv  HMit  U'iiiir  mtan^lr'd  in  (he  co- 
vering I  ft'll  mott  unhappily  upim  the 
^nunr  mnn,  and  the  knife  run  into  his  heart 
ID  a  minut«*. 

At  thiM  spectacle  I  cried  cuit  most  hiile- 
nosly;  I  Irat  mv  Iteail,  my  i'ucv^  aiitl  hn'ast ; 
1  tore  my  ck»tht*«i;  I  thn'w  myself  on  tl»e 
irriHjnd    with    uns(w>akahle    sorn»w    and 

{rrirf.  Alas !  I  cried,  there  were  only  s<inie 
mum  wanting  to  iiavc  put  him  out  of  that 
daiurer  from  which  he  MHifrht  sanctuary 
here ;  and  when  I  mys«'lf  thouirht  tlie  dan- 
^^r  past,  then  I  Ucamr  hi-*  munlcrer,  and 
verified  the  |»redictti»n.  Rut,  O  l^ird! 
mui  I,  lif\ineui>  my  f-ic«*  and  hnriiN  to  hea- 
vrn.  I  intreat  thv  pnrdiin,;uid  iff  lie  ruilty 
<»f  Wtn  death,  let  nw  not  live  anv  h»nff**r. 
Schelieraxade  p»»rc«'iviiifr  t\t%\ .  was  olili«r- 
rd  to  break  ofTthisdolrfnl  sti»rv.  Tlie  sul- 
tan of  tlie  Indies  was  hmu-i-iI  with  it,  and 
frit  very  uneasv  to  think  what  would  lie- 
rrHoeoflhe  eak»nder  after  this;  and  re- 
pnlveil  that  SehelM*raKade  should  not  die 
that  day,  because  she  was  tliemily  peraoo 
tint  coukl  reaiilve  him. 


.  r 


FIFTY-aiXTH  NIGHT. 

OiWAAtADB  awaked  the  tultmnett  next 

Uyoa  bt 


sister,  said  ahe,  pray  tell  ua  wliat  past- 
ed after  tlie  death  of  theyoun^  uian.  Slie 
went  on  as  followa: 

Madam,  continued  the  third  ealeiuler, 
ad<lres8ini?  himself  to  Zobeide,  af\er  tlua 
misfortune,  1  wciuld  have  embraced  death 
without  any  reluctance,  had  it  presented 
itself  to  me.  But  what  we  wivh  to  ourselves, 
whether  pM>d  or  had,  will  not  always  hap- 
pen. Neverthelew*,  considering  with  my- 
self that  all  my  tears  and  8«>rruws  wouUI  not 
bring  the  youn(«'  man  to  life  airain,  and  the 
f<)rtv  dnvk  U'inf;  e?(pirt>d,  I  mi|riit  he  surpri- 
sed \i\  hib  father,  I  tpiitled  the  suhterranean 
dwt-lfin^,  laid  down  the  (Treat  Mcme  upon 
the  entry  of  it,  and  covered  it  with  earth. 

I  had  scarce  done,  when  cuatiiiK  my  eyes 
uiM»n  the  M'a  towards  the  main  land,  r|>er- 
ceived  the  vessel  eomiiiff  to  letch  home 
tlie  youn/;  man.  1  U^iran  then  to  consider 
what  I  had  best  do  ;  Isaid  to  myself,  if  1 
am  s<'en  hv  the  M  man,  he  will  c*'itainly 
lay  iKiidofme,  and  |H'rha|l^  cause  me  to  be 
massacred  by  his  slaves  when  he  has  seen 
that  liis  son  is  killed  :  all  that  1  can  alle(re 
to  justify  myself  will  not  |)ersuade  him  of 
my  innocence.  It  is  U'tter  for  me  then  to 
withdraw,  since  it  is  in  my  )M»wer,  than  to 
expose  myseh'to  his  reM*iiin;«iit. 

Thereha|)|N'm*d  to  lie  near  that  subter- 
ranean hahiiation  a  lai*fe  irt^e  with  thick 
leaves,  which  I  tliiMiirht  lit  to  hide  me  in— 
I  lETot  up  to  it,  snd  was  no  sooner  fixed  in 
a  place  where  I  could  not  In*  seen,  than  I 
saw  the  vess(*l  come  to  the  sanie  pbce 
w^iere  sIh*  lay  the  first  time. 

This  old  nian  and  his  slaves  brndiHl  im- 
mediately, and  advancetl  towards  the  sub- 
terranean dwellintr,  with  a  countenance 
tliat  showed  some  ho)K' ;  but  when  tliev 
saw  the  <*arth  had  Xh^'U  newly  removeo. 
tliey  chaneed  e«>lour,  fmrticiihirly  the  old 
mail.  Ttiey  lif>tMl  up  the  stone,  and  went 
down:  they  calk'fl  the  \oiirur  man  b>  hia 
name,  but  he  not  ansuerin?,  ih«  ir  tears  in- 
cr**as<*d :  tU'V  went  down  to  seek  him, 
and  at  h-nfirlh  f<iund  him  U'me  i:p«m  tlie 
bed.  with  the  knifr  in  his  heart,  for  I  had 
not  |Miwer  to  take  it  out.  At  this  siirht 
they  crii*il  out  lamentably,  which  iiirr«as«'<i 
mysitrrow:  the  old  man  teii  down,  in  a 
swfN»n.  Tl»r  slaves^,  |o  irive  Mm  air, 
bmurtit  him  up  in  tiieir  arms,  and  laid  him 
at  the  f^Nit  of  tlt«'  tree  wheie  I  was;  but 
noiwitli*>t:itiditisr  all  il<e  }>nins  tlrf*v  took  to 
r»*covir hini.  th**  unfortunate  father  ron- 
tintie«l  a  km?  ^^  hik*  in  that  conditi«m,  and 
made  them  oOener  than  ofice  ^t  spnir  of  hia 
life,  hut  atla«t  he  came  to  himself.  Thru  the 
slaves  bniurht  up  his  son *8  eorfiae,  dn'sa- 
e<l  in  his  b«*st  aftparel,  and  wIhd  they  had 
made  a  irrave,  ther  nut  him  into  it. — The 
old  man,  supported  l>y  two  staves,  and  hit 
face  covered  with  tears,  threw  the  first 
earth  upon  him,  after  whicli  the  alavea  fill* 
ed  op  toe  grmwt* 
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This  beinff  done,  all  the  furniture  was 
brought  up  from  under  ground,  and,  with 
the  remaining  provisions,  put  on  boanl  the 
vessel.  The  old  man.  overcome  witli  sor- 
row, and  not  heing  abte  to  stand,  wns  Inid 
upon  a  sort  oflitter,  and  carried  to  tlie  ship 
which  stood  out  to  sea,  and  in  a  short  time 
was  out  of  sight.  The  dnvlii^ht  which 
began  to  enter  the  sultan  s  apartment, 
obfiged  Scheherazade  tostop  here ;  Schnh- 
riar  arose  at  the  usual  hour ;  and  for  the 
same  reason  as  before,  he  proli)iige<i  the 
sultaness's  lite,  ami  lefl  her  with  Dinar- 
cade. 


FIFTY-SEVENTH  NIGHT. 

The  next  morning,  before  day,  Dinar- 
zade  addressed  herself  to  the  siiltaness  in 
these  words  ;  My  dear  sister,  ifyou  be  not 
asleep  be  pleased  to  continue  the  adven- 
tures oi'the  tliird  calender.  You  must  know 
then,  sister,  said  Scheherazade,  that  the 
prince  went  on  with  the  relation  of  his  story 
to  Zobeide  and  the  company  as  follows : 

After  the  old  man  and  )iis  slaves  were 
gone  with  the  vessel,  I  was  left  alone  upon 
Che  island.  I  lay  that  ni^ht  in  the  subter- 
ranean dweUing.  which  they  had  shut  up : 
and  when  the  day  came,  I  walked  nmnd 
the  island,  and  stopped  in  such  places  as  I 
thought  most  pn)per  to  repose  in. 

I  led  this  wearisome  life  for  a  whole 
month :  afler  which  I  perceived  the  sea  to 
be  mightily  fallen,  the  island  to  he  much 
larger,  and  the  main  land  seemed  to  he 
drawing  near  me.  In  fict,  the  water  grew 
so  low,  that  there  was  hut  a  small  stream 
between  me  and  the  main  land.  1  cn^ssed 
it,  and  the  water  did  not  come  above  the 
middle  of  my  leg.  1  walked  so  long  upon 
the  slime  and  sand,  that  I  was  very  weary ; 
at  last  I  got  upon  firm  gmund,  and  when 
at  a  good  distance  from  the  sea,  I  saw  a 
tpod  way  before  me  somewhat  like  a  great 
nre.  which  erave  me  sonie  ronitort;  for  I 
aaiti  to  myself,  I  shall  find  somebody  or 
other,  it  not  being  possible  that  this  fire 
should  kindle  of  itself;  but  when  I  came 
nearer  hand,  I  found  my  error,  and  saw 
that  what  I  had  taken  for  a  fire  was  a  cas- 
tle of  red  copper,  which  the  beams  of  the 
sun  made  to  look  at  a  distance  as  if  it  had 
been  in  flames. 

I  8t4»pped  near  the  castle,  and  sat  down 
to  admire  its  admirable  structure,  and  to 
rest  awhile :  I  had  not  taken  such  a  full 
view  of  this  magnificent  building  as  it  de- 
served, when  I  saw  ten  handsome  young 
men  coming  alonsr,  as  if  they  had  l)een 
taking  a  walk :  but  what  most  surprised 
nie  was,  tliat  tney  were  all  blind  of  the 
rifht  eye:  they  accompanied  an  old  man, 
who  was  very  tall,  and  of  a  venerable 
aspect. 


I  could  not  but  wonder  at  tlie  sight  of  lo 
many  half-l|liud  men  all  tngetnerf  and 
everyone  blind  of  the  same  eye ;  as  I  was 
tliinkin?  in  my  mind  by  what  adventure  all 
these  men  could  come  together,  they  came 
up  to  uie,  and  seemed  very  glad  to  see  me. 
Alter  the  first  coinpliments,  thev  inquired 
what  had  broMirht  me  thither  ?  1  tidd  them 
uiy  story  wtuild  l)e  Si)iiiewhat  tedious,  but 
if  they  would  take  the  trouhletosit  down. 
I  would  satisly  their  re(|uest.  They  dia 
so,  and  I  related  to  them  all  that  had  hap* 
pened  unto  nie  since  I  left  my  kingdom^ 
which  filled  them  with  astimishment. 

After  1  had  ended  mv  discourse,  the 
young  gentlemen  pravecl  me  to  go  with 
them  into  the  castle ;  I  accepted  the  proP> 
ter,  atid  we  passed  throu£rh  a  great  many 
halls,  ai)techaml>ers,  bedchambers,  and 
closets,  very  well  furnished,  and  came  at 
last  into  a  spacious  hall,  where  there  were 
ten  small  blue  sofas  set  round,  separate 
from  one  another,  upon  which  they  sat  by 
da^,  and  slept  by  night.  In  the  middle  of 
this  circle  stootl  an  eleventli  sofa,  not  so 
high  as  the  rest,  but  of  the  same  colour. 
uptm  which  the  old  man  bef(»rc  mentionea 
sat  d(>wn,  and  the  young  gentlemen  made 
use  of  the  other  ten ;  but  as  each  soCi  could 
only  c<mtain  one  man,  one  of  the  young 
men  said  to  me,  Cimirnde,  sit  down  upon 
that  carpet  in  the  middle  of  the  rf)om,  and 
do  not  inquire  into  any  thing  that  concerns 
us,  nor  the  roa^>on  why  we  are  all  blioil  of 
the  right  eye ;  be  content  \yith  what  you 
see,  and  let  not  your  curiosity  go  soy 
farther. 

The  old  man  having  sat  a  little  while, 
rose  up  and  went  out;  but  he  refurneil  in 
a  minute  or  tw«),  hronirht  in  supper  to 
those  ti-n  ireutlemen,  distributt*<l  to  each 
man  his  portion  by  himself,  and  likewise 
brouirht  me  mine,  which  I  eat  hy  my  sell*, 
as  the  rest  did ;  and  when  supper'  U'as 
alimv-tt  endeil,  he  presented  to  each  of  us  a 
cup  of  wine. 

They  tluniglit  my. story  so  extraordina 

ry,  that  they  mnde  me  rep-'at  it  alW  siip> 

per,   and    it   furnished   ronvenation    for 

a  good  part  of  the  niirht.     One  of  the 

gentlemen  ohservioir  that  it  was  late,  ssid 

to  the  old  man.  You  see  it  is  tin>e  to  go  to 

:  bed,  and  you  do  not  bring  us  thst  with 

'  which  we   may   nrquit  oursi'lv**s  of  our 

I  duty.    At  these  words  the  olil  man  arone, 

I  an(l  went  into  a  closet,  fnmi  whence  he 

'  brought  out  uprm  his  head  ten  bnsinsone 

'  afler  another,  all  covered  witfi  blue  stuff: 

;  he  set  one  U^fi^re  every  gentleman,  lofe- 

ther  with  a  light. 

They  uncovered  their  basins,  in  which 
there  were  ashes,  r-oal-dust,  and  Jamp- 
blark  ;  thev  mixed  all  toi^'ther,  and  rubbed 
and  bedaubed  their  fices  with  it,  in  such  a 
J  manner  that  they  kMiked  very  frightfu. 
After  having  thus  Uacked  themselves  they 
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leO  m  weeDiDgand  lamenting,  beating^  their 
hetds  ana  breasts,  and  cried  continually, 
This  is  the  fruit  of  our  idleness  and  de- 
bauches. 

Tliey  continued  thus  almost  the  whole 
nif  ht,  and  when  they  left  off,  tlie  old  man 
brought  them  water,  with  which  they 
waslied  their  laces  and  hands ;  i\yey  chang- 
ed all  Uieir  clothes,  which  were  spoiled, 
and  put  on  otliers^  so  that  they  did  not 
look  in  the  least  as  if  they  had  been  doin^ 
fo  strange  an  action. 

You  may  judcre,  madam,  how  uneasy  I 
was  all  the  while:  I  wished  a  thousand 
times  to  break  the  silence  which  those 
young  gentlemen  had  imposed  upon  me, 
and  ask  questions  ^  n(»r  was  it  possible  for 
me  to  sleep  tliat  night. 

After  we  got  up  next  day  we  went  out 
to  walk,  when  I  told  them,  Gentlemen,  I 
declare  to  you,  tliat  I  must  renounce  that 
law  which  you  prescribed  to  i^  last  night, 
for  I  cannot  observe  it.  Your  ore  men  of 
sense,  and  do  not  want  wit;  you  have 
convinced  meof  tliis;  yet  I  have  seen  you 
do  such  actions  as  none  but  madmen  could 
be  capable  oC  Whatever  misfortune  be- 
fals  me,  I  cannot  forbear  asking,  whv  you 
bedaubed  your  faces  with  black  ?  How  it 
comes  that  each  of  you  have  but  one  eye? 
Some  singular  circumstance  must  certain- 
ly be  the  cause  of  it;  ttierefore  I  conjure 
jou  to  satisfy  my  curiosity.  To  these 
|>reairing  instances  they  annwered  only, 
that  it  was  no  business  of  mine  to  ask  such 
<lue8tion8,  and  that  I  should  do  well  to  hold 
my  peace. 

We  passed  that  day  in  conversation 

vpcm  indifferent  subjects ;  and  when  night 

ipraa  come,  and  every  man  had  supped,  the 

^d  man  Drought  in  his  blue  basins,  and 

ihe  youn^  genuemcn  bedaubed  their  faces, 

"wept  and  beat  themselves,  crying,  This  is 

the  fruit  of  our  idleness  and  Jiebauches,  as 

lM>(bre^  tnd  continued  the  same  actions  the 

^lowmg  nigliL    At  last,  not  being  able  to 

cvaist  my   curiosity,  I  earnestly   prayed 

Ehem  to  satisfy  me,  or  show  me  how  to 

Wturn  to  my  own  kingdom  ;  for  it  was  im-  | 

Kxmtiible  for  me  to  keep  them  company  any 

lonser,  and  to  see  every  nigrht  such  an  | 

^>clu  spectacle,  without  being  permitted  to 

know  the  reason. 

One  of  tJie  gentlemen  answered  in  be- 
half of  the  rest,  Do  not  wonder  at  our 
^^onduct  in  regard  to  yourself,   and  tliat 
^Aitlierto  we  have  not  granted  your  re- 
quest: it  is  out  of  mere  kindness  to  save 
ou  the  pain  of  bein?  reduced  to  the  same 
~  ndition  with  us.    If  you  have  a  mind  to 
r  our  unfortunate   destiny,  you    need 
t  speak,  and  we  will  give  you  the  sa- 
nction you  desire.    I  told  them  I  was 
solved  on  it,  let  what  would  be  the 
^uener.    Once  more,  said  the  same 
S^utleman,  we  advise  you  to  restrain  your 
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curiosity :  it  will  cost  you  the  loss  of  your 
right  eye.  No  matter,  said  I ;  I  declare  io 
you,  that  if  such  a  misfortune  befal  me,  I 
will  not  impute  it  to  you  but  to  myself. 

He  farther  represented  to  me«  tluit  when 
I  had  lost  an  eye,  I  must  not  hope  to  stay 
with  tliem,  if  i  were  so  minded,  because 
their  number  was  so  complete,  and  n:>  ad- 
dition could  he  made  to  it.  1  told  them, 
that  it  would  be  a  great  satisfaction  to  me 
never  to  part  from  such  honest  gentlemen, 
but  if  there  were  necessity  ibr  it,  I  was 
ready  to  submit :  and  let  it  cost  what  it 
would,  I  begged  them  to  grant  my  reouest. 

The  teif  gentlemen  perceiving  that  I 
was  so  fixed  in  my  resolution,  took  a  sheep 
and  killed  it,  and  after  they  had  taken  on 
the  skin,  presented  me  with  a  knife,  telling 
me  it  would  be  useful  to  me  on  a  certain 
occasion,  which  they  should  tell  me  of 
presently.  We  must  sew  you  into  this 
skin,  said  tliev,  and  then  leave  you ;  upon 
which  a  fowl  of  monstrous  size,  called  a 
roc.  will  appear  in  the  air,  and  taking  you 
to  be  a  sheep,  will  come  down  upon  you, 
and  carry  you  up  to  tlie  very  sky  ;  but  let 
not  that  frighten  you ;  he  will  come  down 
with  you  again,  and  lay  you  on  the  top  of 
a  mountain.  When  you  find  yourself 
upon  tlie  ground,  cut  tlie  skin  with  the 
knife,  and  throw  it  off.  As  soon  as  the 
roc  sees  you,  he  will  fly  away  for  fl'ar,  and 
leave  you  at  liberty :  do  not  stay,  but  walk 
on  till  you  come  to  a  prodigious  large  cas- 
tle, covered  with  plates  of  gold,  large 
emeralds,  and  other  precious  stones :  go 
up  to  the  ipite,  which  always  stands  open, 
and  walk  m :  we  have  been  in  the  castle 
as  long  as  we  have  been  here ;  we  will  tell 
vou  nothing  ot  what  we  saw,  or  what 
befel  us  there :  you  will  learn  it  yourself; 
all  that  we  can  inform  you,  is,  that  it  hath 
cost  each  of  us  our  right  eye,  and  the  pen- 
ance which  you  have  been  witness  to,  is 
what  we  are  ohligi-d  to  do,  because  we 
have  been  there.  The  history  of  each  ol 
us  in  particular  is  84)  full  of  extraordinary 
adventures,  that  a  large  volume  w^iuld  not 
contain  them.  But  we  must  explain  our- 
selves no  farther. 

Here  Scheherazade  broke  off  the  dis- 
course, and  said  to  the  sultan  of  the  Indies, 
Sir,  my  sister  called  upon  me  this  morning 
sooner  than  ordinary ;  I  fear  1  have  weari- 
ed your  rnajesty's  patience.  But  now  day 
appears  in  ver>'  gcxxl  time,  and  commands 
my  silence.  Schahriar's  curio'iity  still  pre- 
vailed upon  him  to  dispense  witli  his  cruel 
oath. 


nFTY-EIGHTH  NIGHT. 

DiNARZADE  did  not  call  so  early  this 
night  as  she  did  the  last,  yet  she  called 
upon  the  snltaness  before  day :  If  you  be 
not  asleep,  sister,  pray  continue  the  stonr 
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jf  the  third  calender.  Scheherazade  resw- 
nied  it  thus,  personatinff  the  calender  in 
his  dit^icourse  to  Zoheide. 

Madara,  when  the  gentleman  had  ended 
this  discourse,  I  wrapt  myself  in  the  sheep's 
skin,  held  fast  the  knife  which  was  given 
we ;  and  after  those  young"  gentlemen  had 
Ifteen  at  the  trouhle  to  sew  tiie  skin  alxmt 
nie,  they  retired  into  the  hall,  and  lell  me 
*fn  the  spot.  The  roc  they  spoke  of  was 
not  long  coming;  he  fell  upon  me,  took 
me  in  his  taJons  like  a  sheep,  and  carried 
me  up  to  the  top  of  the  mountain. 

When  I  found  myself  upon  the  ground. 
I  made  use  of  the  knife,  cut  the  skin,  ana 
thniwing  it  off*,  the  roc  at  the  sight  of  me 
flew  away.  This  roc  is  a  white  bird,  of  a 
monstrous  size :  his  stren^h  is  such,  that 
he  can  lift  up  elephants  Irom  the  plains, 
and  carry  them  to  the  tops  of  mountains, 
where  he  feeds  upon  them. 

Being  impatient  till  I  reached  the  castle, 
I  lost  no  time ;  but  made  so  much  haste 
that  I  got  thither  in  half  a  da^'s  journey, 
and  I  must  say  that  I  found  it  surpassed' 
the  description  they  had  given  me  of  it. 

The  gate  being  open,  1  entered  into  a 
court  that  was  square,  and  so  large  that 
there  were  roundf  it  ninety-nine  gates  o^ 
wood  of  Sanders  and  aloes,  with  one  of 
gold,  without  reckoning  those  of  several 
magnificent  stair-cases,  that  led  to  apart- 
ments above,  besides  many  more,  which  I 
could  not  see.  The  hundred  doors  which 
I  spoke  of  opened  into  ^rdens  or  store- 
houses full  of  riclies,  or  into  places  which 
contained  things  wonderful  to  be  seen. 

I  saw  a  door  standing  open  just  before 
me.  through  wliich  1  entered  into  a  large 
hall,  where  I  found  fort^  young  ladies  of 
such  perfect  beauty  that  imagination  could 
not  surpass  it;  they  were  all  most  sumptu- 
ously apparelled  :  and  as  soon  as  they  saw 
me  rose  up,  and  without  expecting  my 
compliments,  said  to  me,  with  demonstra- 
tions of  joy,  noble  sir,  you  are  very  wel- 
c()me.  And  one  spoke  to  me  in  the  name 
of  the  i^st,  thus :  We  have  been  in  ex- 
pectation a  long  while  of  such  a  gentleman 
as  you :  your  mien  assures  us,  that  you 
are  master  of  all  the  good  qualities  we  can 
tvish  for ;  and  we  hope  vou  will  not  find 
our  company  dLsagreeable  or  unworthy  of 
yoiir's. 

Tliey  forced  me,  notwithstanding  all  the 
opposition  I  could  make,  to  sit  down  on  a 
seat  that  was  hi<;her  than  tlieir  own,  and 
though  I  signified  that  I  was  uneasy; 
That  is  your  place,  said  they ;  vou  are  at 
present  our  lord,  master,  and  judge,  and 
we  are  your  slaves,  reaay  to  obey  your 
commands. 

Nothing  in  the  world,  madam,  did  to 
much  astonish  me  as  the  passion  and 
eagerness  of  tho«e  fair  ladies  to  do  me  all 
xmUe  service     ^le  brought  hot  water 


to  wash  my  feet ;  a  second  poured  sweet 
scented  water  on  my  hands ;  otliers 
brought  me  all  sorts  of*  necessaries,  and 
change  of  apparul ;  others  brouglit  in  a 
magnificent  collation  ;  and  the  rest  came 
with  glasses  in  their  hands  to  fill  me 
delicious  wines,  all  in  good  order,  and  in 
the  most  charming  manner  possible.  I  ate 
and  drank ;  after  which  the  ladies  placed 
themselves  about  me,  and  desired  an  ac- 
count of  my  travels.  I  gave  them  a  full 
'relation  of  my  adventures,  which  lasted  till 
night  came  on. 

Scheherazade  making  a  stop  here,  her 
sister  asked  her  the  reason.  Do  you  not 
see  it  is  day?  said  the  sultaness;  where- 
fore did  you  not  call  me  sooner? 

The  sultan,  expecting  some  pleasant 
adventures  from  the  arrival  of  the  third 
calender  at  the  palace  of  the  ft)rty  ladies, 
would  not  deprive  himself  of  the  pleasure 
of  hearing  tfiem  ;  and  therefore  again  put 
off  the  desfth  of  the  sultaness. 


nFTY-NINTH  NIGHT. 

DiVARZADE  slept  as  long  this  night 
she  did  the  last ;  and  when  it  was  almost 
day,  she  called  to  the  sultaness.  Dear  sis- 
ter, if  you  be  not  asleep,  pray  tell  us  what 
passecf  in  the  fine  castle  where  you  lefl  us 
yesterday.  I  will,  said  Scheherazade;  and, 
addressing  her  speech  to  the  sultan,  said. 
Sir,  the  calender  resumed  his  narrative 
al\er  this  manner: — 

When  I  had  made  an  end  of  my  story, 
which  I  related  to  the  forty  ladies,  some  of 
them  that  sat  nearest  to  me  staid  to  keep 
me  company,  whilst  the  rest,  seeing  it  was 
dark,  rose  up  to  fetch  tapers.  They 
brought  a  prodigious  quantity^  which  made 
such  a  wonderful  light,  as  ii  it  had  been 
day,  and  they  were  so  properly  disposed, 
that  notliing  could  be  niore  beautiful. 

Other  laoies  covered  a  table  with  dry 
fruits,  sweetmeats,  and  every  thing  proper 
to  relish  the  liauor ;  a  sideboard  was  set 
out  with  several  sorts  of  wine  and  other  B- 
quors.  Some  of  the  ladies  came  in  with 
musical  instruments;  and  when  every 
thing  was  ready,  they  invited  me  to  stt 
down  to  supper.  The  ladies  sat  down 
with  me,  and  we  continued  a  lone  while  at 
supper.  They  that  were  to  play  upon 
the  instruments  and  sing  rose  up,  and  form- 
ed a  most  charming  concert.  The  others 
began  a  sort  of  ball,  and  danced  two  and 
two,  one  after  anoUier,  with  a  wonderful 
good  grace. 

It  was  past  midnight  ere  those  divertise- 
ments  ended.  At  length  one  of  the  ladies 
said  to  me,  You  are  doubtless  wearied  hj 
the  journey  you  have  taken  to-dav  \  it  is 
time  for  vou  to  f  o  to  rest — ^your  loagiDg  is 
preparea;  but  before  jrou  depart,  msks 
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UMkTje  of  any  of  us  you  like  best  to  be  your 
Lco-iellow.  I  answered,  that  I  knew  bet- 
ter than  to  offer  to  make  my  own  choice, 
since  tltey  were  all  equally  Wautiful,  witty, 
ami  worthy  of  my  rcKpects  and  service*, 
and  that  1  woukl  not  be  guilty  of  so  much 
incivility  as  to  preler  one  l>efore  another. 
The  same  lady  that  spoke  to  me  before, 
answered^  We  are  very  well  satisfied  of 
your  civility,  and  find  you  are  afraid  to 
create  a  jealousy  among  us,  which  ocra- 
akins  your  modesty :  but  let  not  this  hinder 
you  ;  we  assure  you  that  the  good  fortune 
of  her  whom  you  choose  shall  cause  no 
lealousy ;  for  we  are  agreed  among  our- 
selves, tliat  every  one  of  us  shall  have  the 
same  honour  UU  it  go  round  ;  and  when 
foTty  days  are  past,  to  begin  again ; — 
therefore  make  your  free  choice,  and  lose 
DO  time  to  eo  and  take  the  repose  you 
stand  in  n^u  of.  I  was  obliged  to  yield  to 
their  intreaties,  and  offered  my  hand  to 
the  lady  tliat  spoke ;  she,  in  return,  gave 
me  her's,  and  we  w%re  conducted  to  a 
sumptuous  apartment,  where  tliev  lefl  us ; 
and  then  every  one  retired  to  tneir  own 
apartment.  But  day  appears,  sir,  said 
Scheherazade  to  the  sultan  ;  and  your 
majesty,  I  hope,  will  permit  me  to  leave 
the  calender  prince  witn  his  lad)r.  Schah- 
riar  returned  no  answer,  but  said  to  him- 
self, as  he  got  up,  I  must  allow  that  the 
story  is  extraoruinary,  and  I  should  be 
very  much  to  blame  not  to  hear  it  out. 


SIXTIETH  NIGHT. 

DiiTARZADE  did  not  fail  about  the  latter 
end  of  the  next  night  to  address  the  sul- 
taness  thus :  If  you  be  not  asleep,  sister, 
pray  relate  to  us  the  remaining  part  of  the 
wonderflil  story  of  the  third  calender. — 
Most  wUlin^ly,  said  Schelierazade.    The 

Srincc  contmued  it  thus:  I  was  scarce 
ressed  next  morning,  when  the  other 
thirty-nine  ladies  came  into  my  chaniber, 
aU  in  different  dresses  from  those  tliey  had 
on  the  day  before :  they  Iwde  me  good- 
morrow,  and  inquired  af\er  my  health ; 
after  which  they  carried  me  tt)  a  bath, 
where  they  washed  me  themselves,  ana 
whether  I  would  or  no,  stTved  me  with 
every  thinff  I  stood  in  nci»d  of;  and  when 
I  came  out  of  the  bath,  they  made  me 
put  on  another  suit  much  richer  tlian  the 
former. 

We  passed  the  whole  day  almost  con- 
stantly at  table :  and  when  it  was  bed- 
time, they  prayed  me  again  to  make  choice 
of  one  of  them  to  keep  me  company.  In 
short,  madam,  not  to  weary  you  with 
repetitions,  I  must  tell  you  that  I  continued 
a  whole  year  among  those  forty  ladies, 
and  received  tliem  into  mv  bed  one  aAer 
another :  and  during  all  tne  time  of  this 
Toluptuous  Mtf  we  met  not  with  the  least 


kmd  of  trouble.  When  the  year  was  ex- 
pired, 1  was  strangelv  surprised  that  tliese 
forty  ladies,  instead  of  appearing  with 
their  usual  cheerfulness  to  ask  how  I  did. 
entered  one  morning  into  my  chamber  all 
in  tears.  They  embraced  me  with  great 
tenderness  one  alter  another,  saying, 
Adieu,  dear  prince,  adieu !  for  we  must 
leave  you.  Their  tears  .afiected  me ;  1 
prayed  them  to  tell  me  the  reason  of  their 
grief*,  and  of  the  separation  they  spoke  of. 
For  God*s  sake,  fair  ladies,  let  me  know, 
said  I,  if  it  be  in  my  power  to  comfort  you. 
or  if  my  assistance  can  be  any  way  useful 
to  you.  Instead  of  returning  a  direct  an- 
swer, W^ould  to  God,  said  they,  we  had 
never  seen  or  known  you !  Several  gentle- 
men have  honoured  us  with  tlieir  company 
before  you ;  but  never  one  of  them  had 
that  comeliness,  that  sweetness,  that  plea- 
santness of  humour,  and  that  merit  which 
you  possess;  we  know  not  how  to  live 
without  you.  After  they  spoke  these 
words,  they  be^n  to  weep  bitterly.  My 
dear  ladies,  said  I,  be  so  kind  as  not  to 
keep  me  in  suspense  any  longer:  tell  me 
the  cause  of  your  sorrow. — Alas,  said  they, 
what  but  the  necesity  of  parting  from  you 
could  be  capable  of  grieving  us?  It  may 
so  happen  that  we  shall  never  see  you 
again  ;  but  if  you  be  so  minded,  and  pos- 
sess sufficient  self-command,  it  is  not 
impossible  for  us  to  meet  again. — Ladies, 
said  1,1  understand  not  your  meaning; 
pray  explain  yourselves  more  clearly. 

Oh  then,  said  one  of  them,  to  satisfy 
}*ou,  we  must  acauaint  you  that  we  are  all 
princesses,  daughters  of  kings :  we  live 
lere  together  in  such  a  manner  as  you 
lave  seen :  but  at  the  end  of  every  year 
we  are  obliged  to  be  absent  forty  days 
upon  indispensable  duties,  which  we  are 
not  permitted  to  reveal ;  and  afterwards 
we  return  again  to  this  castle.  Yesterday 
was  tlic  last  of  the  ^'car,  and  we  must  leave 
you  this  day,  which  is  the  cause  of  our 
grief.  Before  we  depart  we  will  leave 
you  the  keys  of  every  thin?,  especially 
those  hekmging  to  the  hundred  doors, 
where  you  will  find  enof.gh  to  satisfy  your 
curiosity,  and  to  swertrn  your  solitude 
during  our  absence:  hut  for  your  own 
welfare,  and  our  particular  concern  in  you, 
we  recommend  unto  you  to  forb<»ar  openinir 
the. golden  door:  uir  if  you  do  we  shall 
never  8**e  you  a  pi  in  :  and  the  fear  of  this 
augments  our  grief.  We  hope,  neverthe- 
less, that  you  will  foHow  the  advice  we 
give  you,  as  ^ou  tender  your  own  quiet, 
and  tlie  fiappmess  of  your  life  ;  therefore 
take  heed  tnat  you  do  not  cive  way  to  in- 
discreet curiosity,  for  you  will  do  yourself  a 
considerable  prejudice.  We  conjure  you 
not  to  commit  tliis  fault,  but  to  let  us  have 
the  satisfaction  of  finding  you  here  agair 
ailer  forty  days.    We  would  willingly  car 
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ry  the  key  of  the  golden  door  along 
ut;  but  Ihat  it  would  bean  affroiil 
prince  like  you  to  quealion  your  dii 
anU  niudeMly. — Scheherazade  wislied  to 
go  on :  hut  alie  aaw  ilay  appear,  and  stop- 
ped. The  sultan  being  curious  to  linow 
what  tlie  third  caleuder  would  do  wben 
the  forty  ladies  were  gone,  and  had  left 
tiiin  nUine  in  the  castle,  di;l«tred  ilie  hear- 
ing uf  it  till  next  day. 


The  officious  Dinarzade  being  awake 


g  before 
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siller  that  }l 
11  time  10  tell  the  remainini;  part  o\'  the 
■tory  til  our  lord  the  sultan.  Scheherazade, 
■ddrexaiiig  herself  to  the  sulLin,  said,  Sir, 
your  majesly  may  be  plensed  to  know 
ibai  the  calender  pursued  his  story  thus : 
Madam,  aaid  he,  this  discourse  of  the 
fair  pnncesBea  griL'ved  nie  extremely.  I 
omilted  not  to  make  them  sensible  how 
ranch  their  absence  would  alUict  me.  1 
tlianked  them  for  their  good  advice,  and 
■«3ur«d  them  that  I  would  follow  il,  and 
willingly  do  what  was  im.oli  more  difficult 
in  order  to  secure  the  liappiueHs  of  pasniii" 
the  rest  of  my  days  with  ladies  of  such 
rare  qualilicstlons.  We  look  leave  of  one 
another  with  much  tenderness,  and  liav- 
\ng  embraced  them  all,  they  departed,  and 
I  was  lel\  alone  in  the  castle. 

Their  agreeable  conipany,  the  good 
cheer,  the  concert  of  ninaic,  and  other 
pleasures,  had  so  niiicli  diverted  mc  during 
the  whole  year,  that  I  neither  had  time 
nor  the  least  desire  to  see  the  wonderful 
things  contained  in  this  enchanted,  palace. 
I  did  not  eo  much  as  take  notice  of  a 
lliousand  rare  objects  that  were  every  day 
in  iny  sight;  for  I  was  so  occupied  with 
the  channint;  beauty  of  those  ladies,  and 
bm  aa  muoh  pleasure  in  Meing  them 


i  inui 


wholly  empkiyed  to  oblige  me,  that  their 
departure  amicled  me  very  sensibly ;  and 
though  their  abeenc*  was  to  he  only  forty 
days,  it  seemed  to  me  au  age  to  live  with- 

I  promised  myself  not  to  forget  ^c  ia>- 
portiint  advice  they  had  given  nte,  not  to 
iipenlhef^ldendiwrjbuiasl  n-aspermit- 
teil  to  satisfy  mv  curiosity  in  every  thing 
else,  I  look  the  first  of  the  keys  of  the 
utlier  doors,  which  were  hung  in   gfKNl 

I  opened  the  first  dimr,  and  c 
an  orchani,  which  I  believe  the 
could  not  equal.  I  could  not  imagine  anr 
thing  that  could  surpass  it,  but  that  which 
our  religion  promises  us  afler  death  :  the 
synmittry  tlie  neatness,  the  admirable 
order  of  the  trees,  the  abundance  and  di- 
versity of  a  thousand  sorts  of  unknoivn 
fruits,  tlitir  freslmesif  and  beauty,  ravished 
my  sight. 

I  ought  not  to  forget,  madam,  to  ac- 
quaint you,  thnt  this  delirimis  orchard, 
was  tvntered  afier  a  very  particular  man- 
ner; there  were  channels  so  artifioinlly 
and  proportions biy  dug,  that  they  carried 
water  in  abundance  to  the  roots  of  such 
trees  as  wanted  it  fur  making  ttiem. pro- 
duce tlieir  leaves  and  flowers.  Othei* 
carried  it  to  tliose  that  had  their  frutt 
budded  :  some  carried  it  in  lesser  Quanti- 
ties to  tliose  whose  fruits  were  Bwetlin|>, 
and  others  carried  only  no  much  as  was 
just  requisite  W>  water  those  which  had 
their  fruit  come  to  perfection,  and  onir 
wanted  tube  ripened.  They  far  exceeded 
the  ordinary  fruits  of  our  ^rdens  in  bip- 
ness,  LasUy,  those  channels  that  watered 
the  trees,  whose  fruit  was  ripe,  had  00 
more  moisture  than  just  what  would  pre- 
serve them  from  wiUiering. 

I  could  neverbe  weary  oflookinr  at  and 
admiring  so  sweet  a  place;  and  1  should 
never  have  left  it.  had  I  not  concdTCd  a 
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fmt  idem  of  the  other  ihingn  which  I  had 
not  teen.  I  went  out  at  laat  with  my  mind 
filled  with  tluMc  wondeni;  I  ahut  tiiat 
door,  and  o^ned  the  next. 

Iniftead  ol  an  orchard,  I  found  n  flower- 
l^arden,  which  wnn  no  Ichx  cxtniordinary 
in  its  kintl.  It  contained  a  kikicious  plot, 
not  wntert'd  so  pnifu^^i'ly  as  the  ftinner, 
but  with  icrreatcr  nir«*nesis,  furni.fhin^  no 
more  water  than  just  what  each  dower 
reqiiireil.  The  roM.*»,  j(n«.i mines,  violeU, 
daifiNlilK  hvAciiitiiM,  anemoniei*,  tiili|M, 
crowi-root>«,  piiik^i,  hlicM,  and  nn  infinite 
numher  of  flowers,  which  do  not  grow  in 
other  places  hut  at  certain  timet,  were 
there  n«iiiriHhin*r  all  at  onc'%  and  nothin? 
eouJd  he  more  delicious  tlian  the  fragrant 
•meli  ot*thii  ^rden. 

I  opened  the  third  door,  where  I  fi)und  a 
Ur^  aviary,  iwved  with  marhle  of  seven*  I 
fine  uncomnvm  c<ilour8.  The  caj^e  was 
maile  of  sandal  wood  and  wood  ol  aloes. 
It  contained  a  vant  number  of  nightingales, 
foldfiof hen,  canary-birds,  larks,  and  other 
rare  singinjc-birds,  which  I  never  heard  of: 
and  the  vessels  that  held  their  seed  ana 
water  were  of  the  noAMt  precious  jasper  or 
mrate. 

BeKides,  this  aviary  was  ao  exceedingly 
oeat,  that  considerins:  its  extent,  one 
would  think  there  aniUl  not  be  less  Uian  a 
hundred  iMfnMms  to  keep  it  so  clean  ;  but 
nil  this  while  not  one  soul  appean'd,  either 
here  or  in  the  ^aniens  where  I  Iwd  been ; 
nnd  yet  I  c«>uld  not  perceive  a  weed,  or 
any  sup»*rflu'HM  thin^  tiiere.  The  sun 
went  flown,  an*!  I  retired,  charmed  with 
the  chirpinif  notes  of  tlie  multitude  of  hinU, 
who  then  lN*:j:an  to  perch  upon  such  places 
ns  suiieil  them  to  rep'>^  on  during  the 
ni^t.  I  went  to  my  chamber,  remdving 
Vi  open  all  the  n*Mt  of  the  doors  the  days 
IbUowin?*  excepting  that  of  cold. 

I  failed  not  to  o(v*n  the  finirth  door  next 
day,  and  if  wfiat  I  had  seen  beflire  was 
capable  of  siirpnting  iiie,  that  which  I  saw 
then  put  mc  in  a  perteel  ecMtuiiy.  I  went 
'nio  s  large  ctnirt  surrounded  with  buiki* 
togs  of  an  admiraUe  structure,  the  descrip- 
tiiin  of  which  1  will  pass  by,  to  avoid 
prolixitv. 

This  building  had  dirty  doom,  all  open, 
and  tlinmgh  each  of  tliem  wzn  an  entrance 
into  a  treaiury,  several  of  which  wouM 
purcha-ie  the  largest  kinrdoms.  The  first 
eontained  h<rarH  of  pearls ;  and,  what  ia 
aliiKHt  incredibk*,  tlie  number  of  those 
■tones  which  are  mmt  precious,  and  aa 
large  as  pigeons'  eggs,  exceetling  the 
number  of  tliose  of  the  ordinary  atze.  lo 
tlie  aeron«l  trensurv  there  were  diamonds, 
carbuncles,  ami  rubies ;  in  the  third,  eme- 
rakla ;  in  the  iiMirtli,  ingots  ofgidd  ;  in  the 
fiAh«  money :  in  the  sixth,  ingots  of  silver ; 
b  the  two  ibUowiog  there  waaalaomoer. 
The  rMi  oMttined  aaethyM.  chrytoliiee, 


toj^tes.  opals,  turquoises,  and  hyacinths, 
with  all  the  other  stones  unknown  to  ua, 
witlHiut  mentioning  agate,  jas^r,  come- 
lian,  and  coral,  oT  which  there  was  a 
storehouNC  filled,  not  only  with  branchea, 
but  wliole  trees. 

TninHpf>rted  with  amazement  and  ad- 
mirati(»n,  I  cried  out  to  mvself,  after  having 
seen  nil  these  richer.  If  all  tlie  treasures  m 
tlie  kingH  of  the  universe  were  gathered 
togtulier  in  one  place,  they  could  ni>tcome 
near  this :  what  giMHl  fiirtune  have  I  to 
poewess  all  this  wealtli  witli  ao  many  admi* 
rahle  princ4*st<«s. 

I  («liall  not  stay,  madam,  to  tell  you  the 
particulars  of  all  the  other  rare  and  pre- 
cious tilings  1  saw  the  f<>lk)wing  days.  I 
shall  only  say  that  thirty-nine  days  aHorded 
me  but  just  as  much  time  as  was  necessary 
to  open  ninety-nine  doors,  and  to  admire 
all  tnat  presented  itself  to  mv  view :  ao 
that  there  was  onlv  the  hundredth  door 
left,  the  opening  of  wliich  was  forbkideA 
tome. 

Day  began  to  appear  in  the  apnrtmenta 
of  tiie  sultan  of  the  Indies,  which  imposed 
silence  upon  Scheheraxaoe.  But  Schah- 
riar  waa  too  much  taken  with  this  pleasing 
story,  not  t4>  hear  the  remainder  of  it  next 
day,  and  accordingly  he  got  up  with  that 
resolution. 


81XTV-8FX0.ND  NIGIIT. 

Dirr AXXADB,  who  had  as  ardent  a  desire 
as  Schahriar  to  hear  what  wonderful  things 
were  kxrked  up  by  the  key  bekmging  to 
the  iroUleii  door,  called  the  sultaness  very 
early.  If  ycni  be  not  asleep,  sinter,  pray 
make  an  end  of  that  amazing  story  or  the 
third  cab*iuler.  He  went  on  thus,  said 
Scheherazade :  I  was  come  to  the  fortieth 
da;r  aAer  tlie  departure  of  those  charming 
princesses,  and  had  I  hut  retained  so  much 

rr>wer  over  myself  as  I  ouglit  to  have  had, 
shoukl  have  been  this  day  the  happiest 
of  all  mankind,  whereas  now  I  am  the 
nfKMt  unfortunate.  Tliey  were  to  return 
next  day,  and  the  pleasure  of  seeing  them 
arain  ouglit  to  liave  restrained  my  curio* 
sity :  but  through  raj  weakness,  whieh  I 
slwU  ever  repent,  I  yieklcd  to  the  tempta- 
tiim  of  the  evil  spirit,  wlio  gave  roe  no 
rest  till  I  had  involved  myself  in  thoee 
mtsfiirtum's  that  1  have  sinee  suflered. 

I  opened  that  fatal  door,  which  I  promi- 
sed not  to  meddle  with,  and  had  not  mo- 
ved my  foot  to  go  in,  when  a  smeH  that 
was  phnaaant  enough,  but  eoofrary  to  my 
eonstitution,  maile  me  faint  away.  Never- 
thelesa,  I  came  to  mrself  again,  and  instead 
of  taking  notice  or  this  waniinr  to  shut 
the  door,  and  forbear  aatisTying  my  cuno- 
shy,  1  went  in,  afWr  I  had  stood  aonie 
tune  in  the  air,  to  carry  ofif  the 
did  Ml  JiioaMflii  mm»mf 
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I  found  a  large  place,  very  well  vaulted  ; 
the  pavement  was  strewed  over  with  saf- 
fmn  ;  several  candlesticks  of  mnssy  gold, 
with  lifirhted  tapers  that  smelled  of  ak)es 
and  ambergris,  lighted  the  place;  and 
this  light  was  augmented  by  lamps  (if 
gnkl  and  silver,  that  burnt  with  nil  made 
of  several  sorts  of  sweet-scented  materials. 

Anionic  a  great  many  objects  that  enga- 
ged my  attention,  I  perceived  a  black  horse, 
of  the  handsomest  and  best  shape  that 
ever  was  seen.  I  went  nearer,  the  better 
to  observe  him,  and  ibund  he  had  a  saddle 
and  bridle  of  massy  gold,  curiously 
wrought.  One  side  of  his  trough  was 
tilled  with  clean  barley  and  sesame,  and 
the  other  with  rose-water :  I  took  him  by 
the  bridle,  and  led  him  forth  to  view  him 
by  the  light ;  I  got  on  his  back,  and  would 
have  had  him  move ;  but  he  not  stirring,  I 
whipped  him  with  a  switch  I  had  taken 
up  in  his  magnificent  stable ;  and  he  had 
no  sooner  felt  tlie  stroke,  than  he  began  to 
neigh  with  a  horrible  noise,  and  extending 
his  wings  which  I  had  not  seen  before,  he 
flew  up  with  me  into  the  air,  quite  out  of 
sight.  I  thought  on  nothing  then  but  to 
sit  fast ;  and  considering  tlie  fear  that  had 
seized  upon  me,  I  sat  very  well.  He  afler- 
wards  flew  down  again  towards  the  earth, 
and  lighting  upon  the  terrace  of  a  castle, 
without  giving  me  any  time  to  dinmount, 
he  shook  me  out  of  the  saddle  with  such 
force,  that  he  threw  me  behind  him,  and 
with  the  end  of  his  tail  struck  out  mine 
eye. 

Thus  I  became  blind  of  one  eye;. and 
then  1  began  to  remember  the  predictions 
of  the  ten  young  gentlemen.  The  horse 
flew  again  out  of  sight.  1  got  up  very 
much  troubled  at  the  misfortune  I  had 
brought  upon  mjrself;  I  walked  upon  the 
terrace,  covering  my  eye  with  one  of  my 
hands,  (or  it  pained  me  exceedingly,  and 
then  came  down,  and  entered  into  a  hall, 
which  I  knew  presently  by  the  ten  sofas 
in  a  circle,  and  the  eleventh  in  the  mid- 
dle, lower  than  the  rest,  to  be  the  same 
eastle  from  whence  I  was  taken  away  by 
the  roc. 

The  ten  half-blind  gentlemen  were  not  in 
the  hall  when  I  came  in,  but  came  soon 
after,  with  the  old  man.  They  were  not 
at  all  surprised  to  see  me  again,  nor  at  the 
.OSS  of  my  eye ;  but  said.  We  are  sorry 
that  we  cannot  congratulate  you  upon 
your  return,  as  we  could  have  desired  ;  out 
we  are  not  the  cause  of  your  misfortune. — 
I  should  he  in  the  wrong  to  accuse  yoiK 
said  I ;  for  I  have  drawn  it  upon  myself, 
and  I  can  charge  the  fault  upon  no  other 
person. — If  it  be  a  consolation  to  the  unfor- 
tunate, said  the3%  to  have  companiims,  this 
example  may  anbrd  us  a  subject  of  rejoi- 
cing. All  that  has  happenea  to  you,  we 
bavealao  uaderfooe;  miailedAll  «orti 


of  pleasure,  during  a  year  tucoesaively ; 
ana  we  had  continued  to  enjoy  the  same 
happiness  still,  had  we  not  opened  the 
golden  door,  when  the  princesses  were 
absent.  You  have  been  no  wiser  than  us, 
and  have  had  likewise  the  same  punish- 
ment. We  would  gladly  receive  you 
among  us,  to  perform  such  penance  as  we 
do,  though  we  know  not  how  long  it  may 
continue ;  but  we  have  already  declared 
the  reasons  that  hinder  us ;  theref<>re  de- 

Sirt  from  hence,  and  go  to  tlie  court  of 
agdad,  ^here  you  shall  meet  with  him 
that  can  deci<le  your  destiny.  They  lold 
me  the  way  I  was  to  travel,  and  I  left 
them. 

On  the  road  I  caused  my  beard  and  eye- 
brows to  be  shaven,  and  assumed  a  calen- 
der's habit.  I  have  had  a  lonc^  journey, 
but  at  last  I  arrived  this  evening  in  this 
city,  where  I  met  these  my  brother  calen- 
ders at  the  gate,  being  strangers  as  weH 
as  myself.  We  wondered  much  at  one 
another  to  see  we  were  all  three  blind  oC 
the  same  eye ;  but  we  had  not  leisure  to 
discourse  long  of  our  common  calamities. 
We  had  only  so  much  time  as  to  come 
hither,  to  implore  those  favours  which 
you  have  been  generously  pleased  to  grant 
us. 

The  third  calender  having  finished  thk 
relation  of  his  adventures,  Zobeide  ad- 
dressed her  speech  to  him  and  his  fellow 
calenders  thus:  Go  wherever  you  thidlr 
fit ;  you  are  all  three  at  liberty.  But  one 
of  them  answered^  Madam,  we  beg  you 
to  panlon  our  curiosity,  ana  permit  us  to 
hear  tliose  gentlemen's  stories,  who  have 
not  yet  spoke.  Then  the  lady  turned  to 
that  side  where  the  caliph,  the  vizier 
Giafar,  and  Mesrour  stood,  whom  she 
knew  not;  but  said  to  them.  It  is  now 
your  turn  to  tell  n^e  your  adventures,  there- 
fore speak. 

The  grand  vizier  Giafar,  who  had 
always  been  the  spokesman,  answered 
Zobeide  thus :  Madam,  in  onler  to  obey 
you,  we  need  only  to  repeat  what  we  have 
said  already,  before  we  entered  vour  house. 
We  are  merchants  of  Moussoul,  that  came 
to  Bagdad  to  sell  our  merchandize  that 
lies  in  the  khan  where  we  lodge.  We 
dined  to-day  with  several  other  persons  <if 
our  profession,  at  a  merchant's  house  ol 
this  city  3  who,  af\er  he  had  treated  ui 
with  choice  dainties  and  excellent  wines. 
sent  for  men  and  women  dancers,  ana 
musicians.  The  great  noise  we  made 
brought  in  the  watch,  who  arrested  some 
of  the  company,  and  we  had  the  good  for- 
tune to  etcape ;  but  it  being  already  late, 
and  the  door  of  our  khan  shut  up,  we  knew 
not  whither  to  retire.  It  was  our  hap^  aa 
we  passed  along  this  street,  to  hear  roirtli 
at  your  house,  which  made  ua  determiue 
to  knock  at  your  gate.   This  ii  aO  the 
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■eeount  th«t  we  can  give  ]rou,  in  obedience 
to  your  commands. 

Zobeide  having  heard  this  discourse, 
seemed  to  hesitate  upon  what  she  should 
Miy;  which  the  calenders  perceiving, 
prayed  her  to  grant  the  same  favour  to 
the  three  Moussoul  merchants  as  she  had 
done  to  them.  Well,  then,  said  she,  I  give 
my  consent,  lor  you  shall  all  he  equally 
obliged  to  me :  I  pardtm  you  all,  provided 
you  depart  immediately  out  oC  tiiis  house, 
and  go  whither  you  please. 

ZfHiei<le  having  given  this  command  in 
a  tone  that  sign ined  she  would  heobeved, ' 
tlie  caliph,  the  vizier,  Mesrour,  the  three  i 
calenders,  and  the  porter,  departed,  with-  ' 
out  Baying  one  word ;  for  the  presence  of 
the  aeven  slaves  with  their  wenpons  kept 
them  in  awe.  When  they  were  out  of  the 
house,  and  the  door  shm,  the  caliph  said 
to  the  calenders,  without  making  liimself 
known,  You  gentlemen  strangers,  that  are 
newly  come  to  town,  wh^ch  way  tlo  vou 
deaign  to  eo,  since  it  is  not  yet  day.?  It  is 
that  whicli  perplexes  us,  sir,  said  they. 
Folk>w  us,  replied  the  caliph,  and  we  will 
bring  you  out  of  danger.  AAer  saying 
these  words,  lie  whispered  to  the  vizier. 
Take  them  along  with  you,  and  to-morrow 
morning  bring  them  to  me ;  I  will  cause 
their  history  to  be  put  in  writing,  for 
it  deserves  a  place  in  the  annals  of  my 
reiim. 

The  vizier  Giafar  took  the  three  calen- 
ders ak>ng  with  him,  the  porter  went  to 
his  quarters,  and  the  caliph  and  Mesrour 
leturned  to  the  palace.  The  caliph  went 
to  bed,  but  coula  not  get  a  wink  of  sleep, 
his  spirits  were  so  perplexed  by  the  extra- 
ordinary things  he  had  seen  and  heard  : 
but,  above  all,  he  was  most  concerned  to 
know  who  Zobeide  was,  what  reason  she 
could  have  to  be  so  severe  to  the  two 
black  bitches,  and  why  Amine  had  her^ 
bosom  so  mortified .  Day  began  to  a  ppear 
whilst  he  was  thinking  upon  these  things ; 
he  arose  and  went  to  his  council-chamber, 
where  he  used  to  give  audience,  and  sat 
upon  his  throne. 

The  grand  vizier  came  in  a  little  afler, 
and  paid  his  respects  as  usual.  Vizier, 
•aid  tne  caliph,  the  affairs  that  we  have  to 
consider  at  present  are  not  very  pressing ; 
that  of  the  three  ladies  and  the  two  black 
Utches  is  much  more  so :  my  mind  cannot 
be  at  ease  till  I  am  thoroughly  satisfied  in 
ill  those  matters  that  have  surprised  me 
so  much. — Go,  bring  these  ladies  and  the 
calenders  at  the  same  time ;  make  haste, 
and  remember  that  I  impatiently  expect 
your  return. 

The  vizier,  who  knew  his  master's  quick 
and  fiery  temper,  made  haste  to  obey,  and 
went  to  the  ladies,  to  whom  he  communi- 
cated, in  a  eivfl  way,  the  orders  he  had  to 
bring  than  belbie  the  caliph,  without  ta> 


king  any  notice  of  what  had  pasted  the 
night  before  at  their  house. 

The  ladies  put  on  their  veils,  and  went 
with  the  vizier.  As  he  passed  oy  his  own 
house,  he  took  the  tliree  calenders  abng 
with  nim ;  and  they  in  the  mean  time, 
had  got  notice  that  they  had  both  seen 
and  spoke  with  the  calipn  without  know- 
ing him.  The  vizier  brought  them  to 
the  palace  with  so  much  duieence,  that 
the  caliph  was  much  pleased.  This  prince, 
that  he  miglit  keep  decorum  before  all  the 
officers  of  his  court  who  were  then  pre- 
sent, gave  orders  that  those  ladies  shoukl 
lie  placed  behind  the  hanging  of  the  door 
of  tiie  room  next  his  bedchamber,  and 
kept  by  him  the  three  calenders,  who,  by 
their  respectful  behaviour,  gave  sufficient 
proof,  that  they  were  not  ignorant  before 
whom  they  haa  the  honour  to  appear. 

When  tne  ladies  were  placed,  tjte  caliph 
turned  towards  them,  and  said.  Ladies, 
when  I  shall  acquaint  you  that  1  came 
last  night  disguised  in  a  merchant's  habit 
into  your  house,  it  will  certainly  alarm  you. 
and  make  you  fear  that  you  have  ofiendea 
me ;  and  perhaps  you  believe  that  I  have 
sent  for  you  for  no  other  purpose  but  to 
show  some  marks  of  my  resentment ;  but 
be  not  afraid ;  you  may  rest  assured  that  I 
have  forgotten  all  that  has  past,  and  am 
verv  well  satisfie<l  with  your  conduct.  I 
wish  tJiat  all  the  ladies  of  Bagdad  had  as 
much  discretion  as  you  have  given  pr(K)f  of 
before  me.  I  shall  always  rememiier  the 
moderation  you  made  use  of,  afler  the 
incivility  that  we  had  committed.  I  was 
then  a  merchant  of  Moussoul,  but  am  at 
present  Haroun  Alraschid,  the  seventh 
caliph  of  the  glorious  house  of  Abbas,  that 
holds  the  place  of  our  great  prophet.  I 
have  only  sent  for  you  to  know  who  you 
are,  and  to  ask  you  for  what  reason  one 
of  you,  afler  severely  whipping  the  two 
black  bitches,  did  weep  with  them?  And 
I  am  no  less  curious  to  know  why  another 
of  vou  has  her  bosom  so  full  of  scars. 

Though  the  caliph  pronounced  these 
words  very  distinctly,  and  the  three  ladies 
heard  him  well  enough,  yet  the  vizier 
Giafar  did,  out  of  ceremony,  repeat  them 
over  again. 

But,  sir,  said  Scheherazade,  it  is  day : 
and  if  your  majesty  thinks  fit  that  I  shall 
go  on  with  the  rest  of  this  story,  you  will 
be  phrased  to  prolong  my  life  until  to-mor- 
row. The  sultan  agreed  to  it,  knowing 
that  Scheherazade  woukl  rekite  the  histo- 
ry of  Zobeide,  which  he  had  a  great  desire 
to  hear. 


SIXTT-THIRD  NIGHT. 

Dkar  sister,  said  Dinanade,  about 
break  of  day,  u  you  be  not  asleep,  pray 
tell  ua  the  story  of  Ziobeide,  ibr,  doubuesa. 
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Ihftt  hidj  toSd  it  to  the  caliph.  She  cer- 
tainly did,  8aid  Scheherazade,  afler  that 
Klnce  by  hit  discourse  had  encouraged 
r  to  it.  And  it  was  in  this  manner  that 
•he  satisfied  his  curiositjr: — 

7^  story  of  Zoheide, 

Commander  of  the  faithful,  said  she,  the 
relation  which  I  am  about  to  give  your 
majesty  is  one  of  the  8trane:e8t  that  ever 
was  heard.  The  two  black  bitches  and 
myself  are'sisters  by  the  same  father  and 
mother ;  and  I  shall  acquaint  you  by  what 
strange  accident  they  came  to  be  meta- 
morphosed. The  two  ladies  who  live  with 
me,  and  are  now  here,  are  alao  mv  sisters 
by  the  father's  side,  but  by  another  mo- 
ther; she  that  has  the  scars  upon  her 
breast  is  nmmed  Amine,  the  other  s  name 
is  Safie,  and  mine  Zobeide. 

After  our  father's  death,  the  estate  that 
he  lefl  us  was  eoually  divided  among  us  : 
and  as  soon  as  these  two  sisters  received 
their  portions,  they  went  from  me  to  live 
with  tneir  mother.  My  other  two  sisters 
and  myself  staid  with  our  mother,  who 
was  then  alive,  and  when  she  died,  left 
each  of  us  a  thousand  sequins.  As  soon 
as  we  received  our  portions  the  two  elder, 
f  for  I  am  the  youngest,)  uexnft  married, 
followed  their  husbands,  and  left  me  alone. 
Some  time  afler.  mv  eldest  sister's  husband 
•old  all  that  he  nad,  and  with  that  monev 
and  mv  sister's  portion,  they  went  both 
into  Africa,  where  her  husband,  bv  riotous 
Hving  and  debauchery,  spent  all;  and, 
finding  himself  reduced  to  poverty,  he 
found  a  pretext  for  divorcing  my  sister, 
and  put  ner  away. 

She  returned  to  this  city ;  and,  having 
sufiered  incredible  hardships  by  the  way, 
came  to  me  in  so  lamentaole  a  condition, 
that  it  would  have  moved  the  hardest 
heart  to  compassbn.  I  received  her  with 
all  the  tenderness  she  could  expect ;  and, 
inquiring  into  the  cause  of  her  sad  condi- 
tion, she  told  me  with  tears  how  inhunuin- 
ly  her  husband  had  dealt  hy  her.  I  was 
80  much  concerned  at  her  misfortune  that 
it  drew  tears  from  my  eyes.  I  put  her 
into  a  bath,  and  clothed  her  with  my  own 
apparel,  and  spoke  to  her  thus :  Sister,  you 
are  the  elder,  and  I  esteem  you  as  my 
mother;  during  your  absence,  God  has 
blest  the  portion  that  fell  to  my  share,  and 
Che  employment  1  follow  to  fcM  and  brinj? 
up  siik-worms.  Assure  yourself  there  is 
■othing  I  have  but  is  at  your  service, 
•ad  as  much  at  your  disposal  as  mv  own. 

We  lived  very  comfortably  together  for 
some  months ;  and  as  we  were  often  dis- 
coursing toother  about  our  third  sister, 
and  wondering  we  heard  no  news  of  her, 
ahe  came  in  as  bad  a  condition  as  the 
tilder;  her  husband  had  treated  her  ifWr 
tht  &UDk  manaer,  and  I  received  her  Jike> 


wise  with  the  same  afiection  as  I  had 
the  former. 

Some  time  ader,  mv  two  sisters,  on  pre* 
tence  timt  ihey  would  not  be  chargeable 
to  me,  told  me  they  had  thoughts  to  mar- 
ry again.  I  answered  them,  that  if  tlieir 
putting  me  to  charge  was  all  the  reaaoi^ 
they  might  lay  tho.se  thoughts  aside,  and 
be  very  welcome  to  stay  with  me;  lor 
what  I  had  would  be  sufficient  to  maintain 
us  all  three  in  a  manner  answerable  to  our 
condition. — But,  said  I,  I  rather  believe 
you  have  a  mind  to  marry  agaiii ;  which 
if  you  have,  lam  sure  it  will  very  much 
surpriite  me  ;  alter  the  ex|>eriencc  you 
have  had  of  the  small  satisfaciion  there  ia 
in  wedlock,  is  it  po^^sihle  you  dare  venture 
a  second  time  ?  You  know  how  rare  it  m 
to  meet  with  a  husband  that  is  a  real  ho- 
nest man.  Believe  what  I  say,  and  let  us 
live  together  as  comfortable  as  we  can* 
All  my  persuasion  was  in  vain ;  thev  were 
resolved  to  marrv,  and  so  they  did.  But 
after  some  montns  were  past,  they  came 
back  again,  and  begged  my  pardon  a 
thousand  times  for  not  following  mv  advice. 
You  are  our  youngest  sister,  said  tnejr.  and 
abuudantlv  more  wise  than  we ;  but  il  you 
will  voucfisafe  to  receive  us  once  more 
into  your  house,  and  account  us  your 
slaves,  we  shall  never  commit  such  a  fault 
again.  My  answer  was.  Dear  sisters,  I 
have  not  altered  my  mind  in  respect  to 
you  since  we  last  parted  from  one  another; 
come  again,  and  take  part  of  what  I  have. 
Upon  tliia  I  embraced  them  again,  and  we 
lived  together  as  we  did  formerly. 

We  C4>ntinued  thus  a  whole  year  in  per- 
fect love  and  tranquillity  ;  and,  seeing  Uiat 
God  had  increased  my  small  stock,  I  pro- 
jected a  voyage  by  sea,  to  hazard  some* 
what  in  trade.  To  this  end  I  went  with 
my  two  sisters  to  BnUora,  where  I  bought 
m  Hhip  ready  fitted  f<»r  sea,  and  laded  lier 
with  such  merchandise  as  1  brousrht  from 
Bagdad.  We  set  sail  with  a  fair  wind, 
and  soon  cleared  the  Persian  gulf;  ana 
when  we  got  into  the  oc4*an.  we  steered 
our  course  to  the  Indies,  and  tlie  twentieth 
day  saw  land. — It  was  a  very  higli  moun- 
tain, at  tlie  bottom  of  which  we  saw  a 
great  town ;  and,  having  a  fresh  gale,  we 
soon  reached  the  harbour,  where  we  cast 
anchor. 

1  had  not  patience  to  stay  till  my  sisten 
were  dressed  to  go  alon?  with  me,  but 
went  ashore  in  the  boat  by  myself;  and 
I  making  directly  to  the  fate  of  the  tiiwn,  I 
I  saw  there  a  great  nunmer  of  men  upon 
guard,  some  sitting,  and  others  stanaiiur 
with  batons  in  their  hands ;  and  tliey  had 
all  such  dreadful  countenances  that  it 
frightened  me ;  but  perceiving  tliey  had  no 
motion,  not  to  much  as  with  tlieir  cyea,  I 
took  courage,  and  went  nearer,  ancf  then 
iSNind  Htytf  were  all  turned  into  stoiiea.    1 
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eDtered  the  town*  and  passed  through  the 
several  streets,  wherein  stood  every  where 
men  in  various  attitudes,  but  all  motionless 
vod  petrified.  On  that  side  where  the 
merchants  lived  I  found  most  of  the  shopH 
■hut,  and  in  such  as  were  open  I  likewise 
found  the  people  petrified.  1  looked  up  to 
the  chimnies,  but  saw  no  smoke,  which 
made  me  conjecture  that  the  inhaoitants. 
both  within  and  witliout,  were  all  turneJ 
into  stone. 

Beinff  come  into  a  vast  square,  in  the 
heart  <m  the  citv,  I  perceived  a  great  gate, 
eovered  with  plates  of  gold,  the  two  leaves 
of  which  stood  open,  and  a  curtain  of  Bilk 
stuff  seemed  to  be  drawn  before  it ;  I  also 
•aw  a  lamp  han^ng  over  the  gate.  Af\er 
I  had  well  consulered  the  fabric,  I  made 
DO  doubt  but  it  was  the  palace  of  the  prince 
who  reigned  over  that  country ;  and  being 
verv  much  astonished  that  I  had  not  met 
with  one  living  creature,  I  went  thither  in 
hopes  to  find  some.  I  entered  the  gate, 
and  was  still  more  surprised  wlien  Isaw 
none  but  the  guanls  m  the  [mrches,  all 
petrified,  some  standing,  some  sitting,  and 
•oroe  lyin?. 

I  crossed  over  a  large  court,  where  I  saw 
a  atatcly  building  just  before  me,  the  win- 
dows of  which  were  inclosed  with  gates  of 
massy  gold.  I  supposed  it  to  oe  the 
queen's  apartment,  and  went  into  a  large 
bail,  where  there  stood  several  black  eu- 
Duchs  turned  into  stone.  I  went  from 
thence  into  a  room  richly  hung  and  fur- 
nished, where  I  perceived  a  ladv  in  the 
aame  situation.  1  knew  it  to  be  the  queen 
by  the  crown  of  ^old  that  hung  over  her 
head,  and  a  necklace  of  peari  about  her 
Beck,  each  of  them  as  bi^  as  a  nut :  I  went 
aip  close  to  her  to  view  it,  and  never  be- 
lield  a  finer  sight. 

I  stood  some  time,  and  admired  the 

and  magnificence  of  the  room;  but, 

hove  all,  the  fiiot-cloth,  the  cushShns,  and 

le  sofas,  which  were  all  lined  with  Indian 

uff  of  gold,  with  pictures  of  men  and 

tasts,  in  silver,  admirably  executed. 

Scheherazade    would  have    continued 

nger,  but  day-li?ht  put  a  stop  to  her 

iscourse.    The  sultan  was  highly  pleased 

ith  ttie  story :  T  must,  said  he,  as  lie  was 

ttingout  of  bed,  know  what  all  this  won- 

rful  petrifaction  of  men  will  come  to. 


SIXTY-FOURTH  NIGHT. 

DiNARZADR  was  SO  extrcmcly  pleased 

"^ith  tiie  beginning  of  this  story  of  Zi€i~ 

oekle,  that  she  did  not  fail  to  cafl  the  sul- 

tauifss  bt»fim»  day.    If  you  be  not  asleep,  ' 

•iter,  pray  tet  us  know  what  Zoheidesaw 

more  in  this  strange  VKilace.    Schehera- 

Uoe  answered.  The  lady  continued  the 

tUfirj  to  the  caliph  in  tliis  manner : — 

Sir.  said  diei  i  went  out  of  the  chamber 

H 


where  the  petrified  queen  was,  and  passed 
through  several  otlier  apartments  and  clo- 
sets richly  furnished,  and  at  last  came  into 
a  vast  large  room,  where  was  a  throne  of 
massy  gold,  raised  several  steps  above  the 
floor,  and  enriched  with  large  inchased 
emeralds^  and  a  bed  upon  the  throne  of 
rich  stufl.  embroidered  with  pearls.  What 
surprised  me  more  than  all  the  rest  was  a 
sparkling  light  which  came  from  above 
the  bed.  Being  curious  to  know  from 
wlience  it  came.  I  mounted  tlie  steps,  and, 
lil\ing  up  my  head,  1  saw  a  diamond  as 
big  as  the  egg  of  an  ostrich,  lying  upon  a 
low  stool ;  it  was  so  pure,  that  1  could  not 
find  the  least  blemish  in  it,  and  it  sparkled 
so  bright,  that  I  could  not  endure  the 
lustre  of  it  when  I  saw  it  by  da  v. 

On  each  side  of  the  bed's  head  there 
stood  a  lighted  flambeau,  but  for  what  use 
I  could  not  comprehend ;  however,  it  niade 
me  imagine  that  tliere  was  some  Hving 
creature  in  this  place,  for  I  could  not  lie- 
lieve  that  these  torches  continued  thus 
burning  of  themselves.  Several  other  ra- 
rities detained  my  curiosity  in  tliis  room, 
which  was  inestimable,  were  it  only  lor  tiie 
diamond  I  mentioned. 

The  doore  being  all  open,  or  but  half 
shut,  I  surv'eyed  some  other  apartments, 
that  were  as  fine  as  those  I  had  already 
seen.  I  looked  into  the  offices  and  store- 
rooms, which  were  full  of  infinite  riches, 
and  I  was  so  much  taken  with  the  sight  oi 
all  the  wonderful  things,  that  I  forgot  my- 
self, and  did  not  think  on  my  ship  or  mv 
sisters;  m^  whole  design  was  to  satisfy 
my  curiosity :  mean  time  niji^ht  came  on, 
which  put  me  in  mind  that  it  was  time  to 
retire.  I  was  for  returning  the  same  way 
I  came  in,  but  I  could  not  find  it ;  I  lost 
myself  among  the  apartments;  and  finding 
I  was  come  back  again  to  that  large  n>ora 
where  the  throne,  the  couch,  the  large 
diamond,  and  the  torches  stood,  1  resolved 
to  take  my  night's  lodging  there,  and  to 
depart  the  next  morning  betimes,  to  get 
aboard  my  ship.  I  laid  myself  down  upon 
the  couch,  not  without  some  dread  to  be 
ak>ne  in  a  desolate  place ;  and  this  fear 
hindered  my  sleep. 

About  midnight  I  heard  a  voice  Uke  that 
of  a  man  reading  the  Koran,  alter  the 
same  manner,  and  in  the  same  tone  which 
we  read  in  our  mosque.  Being  extremely 
?lad  to  hear  it,  I  got  up  immediately,  and 
taking  a  torch  in  my  hand  to  light  me,  I 
passed  from  one  chamber  to  another,  on 
that  side  where  tlie  voice  ctime  from:  1 
came  to  the  closet  door,  Where  I  stood 
still,  nowise  doubting  tliat  it  came  from 
thence.  I  set  down  my  torch  upon  the 
ground,  and  kipking  through  a  window,  I 
fi)und  it  to  be  an  oratory.  In  short,  it  had, 
as  we  have  in  our  mosques,  a  niche  that 
shows  where  we  must  turn  to  tay  our 
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This  beinff  done,  all  the  fumivure  was 
bfoui^ht  up  from  under  grround,  and,  with 
the  remaining  provisions,  put  on  boanl  the 
vessel.  The  old  man.  overcome  with  sor- 
row, and  not  being  able  to  stand,  wis  Inid 
upon  a  sort  of  litter,  and  carried  to  the  ship 
which  stooil  out  to  sea,  and  in  a  short  time 
was  out  of  sight.  The  daylight  which 
began  to  enter  the  sultan  s  apartment, 
oluiged  Scheherazade  to  stop  here ;  Schah- 
riar  arose  at  the  usual  hour ;  and  for  the 
same  reason  as  before,  he  prolt>nged  the 
sultaness's  lite,  and  led  her  wiili  Dinar- 
sade. 


FIFTT-SEVENTII  NIGHT. 

The  next  morning,  before  day,  Dinar- 
xade  addressetl  herself  to  tlie  sultaness  in 
tiiese  wonis  ;  My  dear  sister,  if  you  be  not 
asleep  be  pleased  to  continue  the  adven- 
tures of  the  tliird  calender.  You  must  know 
then,  sister,  said  Scheherazade,  that  the 
prince  went  on  with  the  relation  of  hb  story 
to  Zobeide  ami  the  company  as  follows : 

After  the  old  man  and  his  slaves  were 
gone  with  the  vessel,  1  was  left  alone  upon 
the  iKland.  I  lay  that  ni«:ht  in  the  subter- 
ranean dwelling,  which  they  had  shut  up : 
and  when  the  day  came,  I  walked  round 
the  island,  and  stopped  in  such  places  as  1 
thought  most  pn>|>er  to  repose  in. 

I  led  this  wearisome  lite  for  a  whole 
month :  a  tier  which  I  perceived  tlie  sea  to 
be  mightily  fallen,  the  island  to  be  much 
larger,  and  the  main  land  seemed  to  be 
drawing  near  me.  In  fact,  the  water  grew 
so  low,  that  there  was  but  a  small  stream 
between  me  and  the  main  land.  I  crossed 
it,  and  the  water  did  not  come  above  the 
middle  of  my  leg.  I  walked  so  long  upon 
tlip  slime  and  sand,  tluit  I  was  very  weary ; 
at  last  1  ffot  upon  firm  ground,  and  when 
at  a  good  distance  from  tlie  sea,  I  saw  a 
C[ood  way  befi>re  mc  somewhat  like  a  great 
nre.  which  gave  me  some  comfort;  for  I 
•aid  to  myself,  I  shall  find  somebiNly  or 
other,  it  not  being  possible  that  Uiis  fire 
should  kindle  of  itself;  but  when  I  came 
nearer  hand,  I  (bund  my  error,  and  saw 
that  what  I  had  taken  for  a  fire  was  a  cas- 
tle of  red  copper,  which  the  beams  of  the 
sun  made  to  look  at  a  distance  as  if  it  had 
been  in  flames. 

I  stopped  near  the  castle,  and  sat  down 
to  admire  its  admirable  stnicture,  and  to 
rest  awhile :  I  had  not  taken  such  a  full 
view  of  this  magnificent  building  as  it  de- 
served, when  I  saw  ten  handsome!  young 
men  coming  alon?,  as  if  they  had  lM*en 
takin?  a  walk :  but  what  most  surprised 
nie  was,  tluit  they  were  all  blind  of  the 
right  eye:  they  accompanied  an  okl  man, 
who  waa  very  tall,  and  of  a  venerable 
•apect. 


I  could  not  but  wonder  at  tlie  tight  of  ao 
many  hnlf-Uliud  men  all  together,  and 
every  one  blind  of  the  same  eye ;  as  I  waa 
thinking  in  my  mind  by  what  adventure  all 
these  men  ccmjIiI  come  together,  they  came 
up  to  me,  and  see  mod  very  glad  to  see  me. 
Alter  the  first  roni()rMn(Mits,  thev  inmiired 
what  had  bro*i£rlit  me  iliitlier  ?  I  titla  them 
nny  story  would  Im^  soiiiewhat  tedious,  but 
if  they  would  take  the  tnnihletosit  dowii| 
I  would  satisfy  their  rt>(|uest.  They  did 
so,  and  I  related  to  them  all  tluit  liaa  hap- 
pened unto  nie  since  1  lel't  my  kingdom, 
which  filled  them  with  astonixhmenL 

After  I  had  ended  mv  discourse,  the 
young  gentlemen  prayetl  me  to  go  with 
them  into  the  castle ;  I  accepted  the  prof^ 
fer,  and  we  passed  throuirh  a  great  many 
halls,  antechambers,  hedchambera,  and 
closets,  very  well  furnisfied,  and  came  at 
last  into  a  spacious  hull,  where  there  were 
ten  small  blue  sofas  set  n>und.  separate 
from  one  another,  upon  which  they  sat  by 
da^,  and  slept  by  night.  In  the  middle  of 
this  circle  st«KHl  an  eleventh  sofa,  not  ao 
high  as  the  rest,  but  of  the  same  colour, 
uptm  which  the  old  man  beft>re  mentionea 
sat  d(>wn,  and  the  young  gentlemen  made 
use  of  tlie  other  ttm ;  but  as  each  sofa  couki 
only  contain  one  man,  one  of  the  young 
men  said  to  me.  Comrade,  sit  down  upcw 
that  carpet  in  the  mi<ldle  of  the  r'N)m,  and 
do  not  inquire  into  any  thing  that  conoema 
us,  nor  the  reason  why  we  are  all  blind  of 
the  right  eye ;  be  content  with  what  you 
see,  and  let  not  your  curiosity  go  any 
farther. 

The  old  man  having  sat  a  little  while, 
rose  up  and  went  out;  hut  he  returned  in 
a  minute  or  two,  hrou^rht  in  supper  to 
those  ten  irentlenien,  distributed  to  each 
man  his  portion  by  himself,  and  likewine 
brou!;lit  me  mine,  which  I  eat  hy  myself^ 
as  the  rest  did;  and  when  supper  was 
almo-it  ended,  he  presented  to  each  of  us  a 
cup  of  wine. 

They  thouglit  my-story  «o  extraonlina 
ry,  that  they  made  mp  repent  it  at\er  aun- 
|)er,  and  it  fiirni«therl  eon  vernation  for 
a  gi>otl  part  of  the  niirlit.  One  of  the 
gentlemen  ohserviiiif  that  it  wa<(  late,  said 
to  the  old  man,  Vou  Kt*e  it  is  time  to  jto  to 
bed,  and  you  <lo  not  brinsr  uk  that  with 
which  we  may  arquit  onr?4«'lves  of  iiui 
dutv.  At  these  words  the  old  man  arose, 
and  went  into  a  closet,  Irorii  whence  he 
brought  fuit  upon  his  head  ten  Ihisins  one 
at\er  another,  all  r^ivered  with  hlue  studf: 
he  set  one  U'Core  every  gentleman,  toge- 
ther with  a  liirht. 

They  iMHuivered  their  basins,  in  which 
there  were  ashes,  roal-dii^t,  anil  lamp- 
black ;  tliev  mixed  all  toirether,  am!  rubtied 
and  bedaubed  their  fares  with  it,  in  such  a 
manner  that  they  kN)ked  very  fright fu. 
After  having  thtis  blacked  tbetnaelvca  they 
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court,  the  inhabitants  of  the  city,  and  all 
his  otiicr  subjects,  were  magi,  worshippers 
of  fire,  and  of  Nardoun,  the  ancient  King 
of  tiie  giants,  who  rebelled  against  God. 

And  tliuugh  I  was  begotten  and  born  of 
an  idolatrous  father  and  mother,  I  had  the 
goiMl  fortune  in  my  youth  to  have  a  gover- 
ness who  was  a  good  mussulman  ;  I  had 
the  Koran  by  heart,  and  understood  the 
explanation  of  it  perfectly  well.  Dear 
pnnce,  would  she  ol\entime8  say,  there  is 
out  one  true  God  ;  take  heed  that  you  do 
not  acknowledge  and  adore  any  other. 
She  taught  me  to  read  Arabic,  and  the 
b(X)k  she  eave  me  to  preach  upon  was  the 
Koran.  As  soon  as  1  was  capable  of  un- 
derstanding it,  she  explained  to  me  all  the 
heads  of  this  excellent  book,  and  infused 
piety  into  my  mind,  unknown  to  my  father, 
or  any  body  else.  She  happened  to  die. 
but  not  before  she  had  perfectly  instructecl 
mc  in  all  that  was  necessary  to  convince 
me  of  the  mussulman  religion.  Afler  her 
death,  I  persisted  with  constancy  in  the 
belief  1  was  in  ;  and  I  abhor  the  false 
god  Nardoun,  and  the  adoration  of  fire. 
«  it  is  about  three  ^ears  and  some  months 
aeo,  that  a  thundering  voice  was  heard  all 
of  a  sudden  so  distinctly  through  the  whole 
city,  that  nobody  could  miss  hearing  it. 
The  words  were  these:  'Inhabitants, 
abandon  the  worship  of  Nardoun,  and  of 
fire,  and  worship  the  only  Grod  that  shows 
mercy.' 

This  voice  was  heard  three  years  suc- 
eesaively.  but  nolxxly  was  converted  :  so 
the  last  day  of  tlie  year,  at  four  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  all  the  inhabitants  in  general 
were  changed  in  an  instant  into  stone, 
every  one  in  the  same  condition  and  pos- 
ture they  happened  to  be  then  in.  The 
king,  my  father,  had  the  same  fate,  for  he 
was  metamorphosed  into  a  black  stone,  as 
he  is  to  be  seen  in  this  palace;  and  the 
queen,  my  moUier,  had  the  like  destiny. 

I  am  tiie  only  person  that  did  not  suffer 
tinder  that  heav^'  jud^rment,  and  ever 
since  I  have  continued  to  serve  Grod  with 
more  fervency  than  before.  I  am  persua- 
ded, dear  ladv,  that  he  has  sent  you  hither 
ibr  my  cortifort,  f?>r  which  I  render  him 
infinite  thanks ;  f<)r  I  must  own  that  this 
~  •oUtary  Jife  is  v^  uneasy. 

Alt  these  expressions,  and  particularly 
the  last,  increased  my  love  to  him  extreme- 
ly.  Thbce,  MA  Ir.thar^  is  .no  <loubt  but 
Pktyvraenoe  hafh*  ikrou^ht  me  into  your 
port,  to  present  you  with  an  opportunity 
of  wiUiarawing  from  this  dismal  place. 
The  ship  that  I  came  in  may  in  some 
Pleasure  persuade  you  that  I  am  in  some 
^teem  at  Bagdad,  where  I  liave  lefl  also 
^  considerable  estate ;  and  I  dare  eneasre 
^^  promise  you  sanctuary  there,  until  the 
Qttgtity  commtAder  of  the  faithful,  who  is 
vioe-regtBt  to  our  prophett  whom   you 


acknowledge,  show  you  the  honour  that  is 
due  to  your  merit.  This  renowned  prince 
lives  at  Bagdad,  and  as  soon  as  he  is  in- 
formed of  your  arrival  in  his  capital,  vou 
will  find  that  it  is  not  in  vain  to  implore 
his  assistance.  It  b  impossible  you  can 
stay  any  longer  in  a  city  where  all  the 
objects  you  see  must  renew  your  grief: 
my  vessel  is  at  your  service,  where  vou 
may  absolutely  command  as  you  snail 
think  fit.^  He  accepted  the  offer,  and  we 
discoursed  the  remaining  partof  tlie  night 
about  our  embarkment. 

As  soon  as  it  was  day  we  lefl  the  palace, 
and  came  aboard  my  ship,  where  we  founa 
my  sisters,  tlie  captain,  and  the  slaves,  all 
very  much  troubled  for  my  absence.  AAer 
I  had  presented  my  sisters  to  the  prince, 
I  told  them  what  had  hindered  my  return 
to  the  vessel  the  day  before,  how  I  had 
met  with  the  young  prince,  his  story,  and 
the  cause  of  the  desolation  of  so  fine  a  city. 

The  seamen  were  taken  up  several 
days  in  unlading  the  merchandise  I  brought 
along  with  me,  and  embarking,  instead  of 
that,  all  the  precious  tbings  in  the  palace, 
as  jewels,  gold,  and  mone^.  We  left  the 
furniture  and  good«,  which  consisted  of 
an  infinite  quantity  of  plate,  &c.  because 
our  vessel  could  not  carry  it,  for  it  would 
have  required  several  vessels  more  to 
carrv  all  the  riches  to  Bagdad  that  we 
mifirnt  have  chosen  to  take  with  us. 

Af\er  we  had  laded  the  vessel  with  what 
we  thought  fit,  we  took  such  provisions 
and  water  aboard  as  were  necessary  for 
our  voyage  (for  we  had  still  a  mat  deal 
of  those  provisions  lefl  that  we  had  taken 
in  at  Balsora :)  at  last  we  set  sail  with 
a  wind  as  favourable  as  we  could  wish. 

Here  Scheherazade  saw  day,  and  stop 
ped  her  discourse ;  the  sultan  arose  with- 
out speaking  a  wo^  ;  but  he  proposed  to 
himself  to  hear  the  end  of  Zobeide's  st«>ry, 
and  the  wonderful  deliverance  of  this 
young  prince. 


SIXTY-SIXTH  NIGHT. 

Wheit  the  ensuing  night  was  almost 
past,  Dinarr.adr,  impatient  to  know  the 
success  of  Zobt'ldeV  \-oyafirc,  called  the 
sultaness  :  My  dear  sister,  day  begins  to 
break  ;  f(>r  Gnd^  sake  continue  the  story 
of  yestcrniirht,  and  tell  lis  whether  the 

Frinre and  Zoheide arfivedsafe  at  Bagdad, 
will,  said  Srheherazade. 

Zol>ei(lo,  addressing  herself  to  the  caliph, 
went  on  thus : 

Sir,  said  she,  the  young  prince,  my  sis- 
ters, and  myself,  enjoyed  ourselves  for 
some  time  very  agrei^ably :  but  alas !  this 
good  understandinsr  did  not  last  loner,  for 
my  sisters  grew  jealous  of  the  friendsliip 
between  the  prince  and  me,  and  malickxis- 
ly  tsked  me  one  day,  whmt  we  should  do 
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irith  him  when  we  came  to  Bn^nd?  I 
perceived  immedialely  that  they  put  this 
citMation  to  nie  on  purpose  to  discover  ni^ 
incliontionB  J  therefore  resnlvinff  to  put  it 
ofi'  with  s  jest,  I  answered  ihem,  I  will 
lake  him  for  my  husbnnd  ;  and  upon  that, 
turninKmyself  totheprince,Sir,  I  humbly 
beg  of  you  to  give  your  consent;  for  as 
anon  as  we  come  to  Bac'dad,  I  design  to 
ofler  you  my  person  to  oe  your  slave,  to 
da  vou  all  the  service  that  is  in  my  power, 
and  to  resi^^  myself  wholly  to  your  com- 
,    tnaods. 

Tlie  prince  answered,  I  know  not,  mn- 
dam,  witietheryou  be  iniest  or  no;  but  for 
my  own  part,  I  seriously  declare,  befure 
these  ladies,  your  sisters,  that  from  this 
moment  I  heartily  accept  your  offer,  not 
with  any  intention  to  have  you  as  a  slave, 
but  as  my  lady  and  mistress;  nor  will  I 
pretend  to  have  any  power  over  vour 
actioiiii.  At  these  woti*  i»)f  sisters  chan- 
ged cdour,  HTid  I  couli^ierceive  nllerwards 
uint  they  did  not  love  me  as  fi)rmerly. 

We  were  come  into  the  Persian  ^If, 
and  n<it  far  from  Balsora,  where  I  hoped, 
considering  the  fair  wind,  we  mis'lit  have 
arrived  the  day  Icillowtng ;  but  in  the  ni^ht, 
when  I  was  asleep,  my  sisters  watclicd 
tlieir  lime,  and  threw  me  overboard. 
They  did  the  same  to  the  prince,  who  was 
drowned.  I  swam  some  minutes  on  the 
water  j  but  by  good  fortune,  or  mtlier 
miracle,  I  fell  fmiind.  I  ivent  towards  a 
black  place,  that,  bv  what  I  could  discern 
in  the  dark,  seemed  to  be  land,  and  actu- 
ally was  a  flat  on  the  coast ;  which,  when 
day  came,  1  found  to  be  a  desert  island, 
lying  about  twenty  miles  from  Balsora.  I 
Mon  dried  my  ck>thci  in  the  sun ;  and  as 
I  walked  aloni-,  I  found  several  sorts  of 
fruit,  and  likewise  fresh  water,  which  gave 
■w  some  hopes  of  preserving  my  life. 

I  laid  mraetfilowD  in  a  alwde,  and  soon 
tftn  I  «w  ft  winged  wrpait,  very  la^s 


and  long,  coming  towards  me,  wrigg)inc 
to  the  right  and  to  the  kfl,  and  hangup 
out  his  tongue,  which  made  rae  thioli  be 
had  got  some  hurt  I  arose,  and  taw  a 
larger  serpent  following  him,  holding  him 
by  the  tail,  and  endeavouring  to  devour 
him.  I  had  compassion  on  him,  and 
instead  of  flying  away,  I  had  the  bofdneas 
and  courage  to  take  up  a  stone  that  I^ 
chance  lay  by  me,  and  tlirew  it  with  aO  m 
strength  at  the  great  serpent,  whom  I  hit 
on  the  head  and  killed  him.  The  other, 
Gndinghimself  at  liberty,  took  lohiswiDn 
and  flew  away.  I  looked  a  lung  while 
aAer  him  in  the  air,  as  an  extraordinarr 
tiling ;  but  he  flew  out  of  sight,  and  1  laj 
down  again  in  another  place  in  the  shad^ 
and  fell  asleep. 
When  1  awaked,  judge  how  I  was  Bin> 

firiscd  to  see  by  me  a  buick  woman,  of  a 
ively  and  agreeable  complexion,  wh*  hdd 
tied  toother  in  her  hand,  two  bitches  of 
the  same  -colour.  I  sat  up  and  asked  her 
who  she  was.  I  am,  said  she,  the  serpent 
whom  you  delivered  not  long  since  Vraai 
my  mort.ll  enemy.  I  knew  not  how  to 
acknowledge  the  great  kindness  you  did 
me,  but  by  doing  what  I  tiave  doDC.  I 
knew  tlie  treachery  of  your  sisters,  and  to 
avenge  you  on  them,  as  soon  as  I  waa  set 
at  liberiy  by  your  generous  assiataDoe,  I 
called  several  of  my  e^mpanions  together, 
fairies  like  myself.  We  have  carried  into 
your  storehouses  at  Bagdad  all  yourladiuf 
that  was  in  your  vessel,  and  atlerwara 

These  two  binek  bitches  are  yoticsistei^ 
whom  I  have  transliirmed  into  this  abape. 
but  this  punishment  is  not  sufficient;  Inr  I 
will  have  you  treat  tliera  in  such  «  manner 
as  1  shall  dirsct. 

At  those  words  the  biry  tocdt  me  fast 
under  one  of  her  arms,  and  the  two  bitehea 
in  the  other,  and  earned  me  to  mjr  booM 
inBacdadtWherelSMindinmrit — "■ 
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til  the  riches  which  were  laden  on  board  I  mean  time,  when  mv  first  ^ix  months* 
mv  vrtwel.  Before  she  left  me,  she  deliver-  |  mourning  was  over.  I  caused  to  be  mndc 
ei  me  the  two  bitcliex,  and  told  me,  If  me  ten  suits  of  clothes,  very  rich,  so  that 
you  will  not  be  chans'ed  into  a  bitch  as  .  each  suit  came  to  a  thousand  sequins ;  and 
they  an*,  I  oniain  you,  in  the  name  of  him  I  when  tlie  year  was  past,  1  began  t«>  wear 
that  iroverns  the  sea,  to  give  each  of  your    them. 

ti>tti*r!i  every  night  a  huiidrc-d  laslies  with  One  day  as  I  was  busy  alone  about  my 
a  hnI,  for  the  punishment  of  the  crime  domestic  affiiirs,  I  was  told  that  a  Indy  de- 
thc-v  have  C4immitted  affainst  your  person,  |  sired  to  sfieak  to  me.  I  ordered  her  to  be 
anil  tlie  youmr  prince  whom  tliey  dmwned.    brougtit  in.    She  was  a  perxon  advHnr(*d 


1  wan  forced  to  pn>rniae  tliat  I  would  ol)ey 
her  order.  Since  that  time  I  have  whip- 
petl  them  every  night,  thousrh  with  regret, 


in  years :  she  saluted  me  by  kissintr  the 
ground,  and  told  me,  kneeling,  dear  indy, 
excuse  the  freedom  I  take  to  tmuhle  you ; 


whereof  yrmr  majesty  has  been  a  witness,  I  tne  confidence  1  have  in  your  charity 
1  give  evidence  by  my  tears  with  how  I  makes  me  thus  boki.  I  must  acquHint 
much  sorrow  and  reluctance  I  must  per-  j  your  ladyship,  that  I  have  an  orphan 
liMHi  thin  cruel  duty  ;   and  in  this  your  I  daughter,  whii  is  to  be  married  this  day : 


majesty  mav  see  1  am  more  to  be  pitied 
than  blamed.  If  tliere  be  any  thing  else, 
with  relation  to  myself,  that  you  desire  to 
fie  inHtrmed  of,  my  sister  Amine  will  give 
you  tlM>  full  discovery  of  it,  by  tlie  relation 
tif  lier  story. 

After  the  caliph  had  heanl  Zobeide  with 
m  great  deal  ot  astonishment,  he  desired 
Ills  grand  vixier  to  pray  fair  Amine  to 
aeciuaint  him  wherefore  her  breast  was 
narked  with  so  many  acara. 

But,  sir,  said  Scheherazade,  it  is  day, 
■ad  I  dare  not  detain  your  majesty  any 
longer.  Schahriar  lieing  persuaded  that 
tiie  stiH-y  which  Scheheraxade  was  to 
relate  wmild  explain  the  (cirmer,  said  to 
kinvielf,  I  must  have  the  pU^aHure  of  hear- 
ing litis  Ht4)rv  out:  u|¥m  which  he  a  rone. 
mod  r«*s4>lvfil  that  Scheherazade  shouUi 
live  one  day  longer. 


HIXTy.8EVE.vni  NIGHT. 

DiftAazAor.  lon<red  th  hear  the  story  of 
Amine,  and  therefore  waked  tlie  sultaness 
a  lonr  while  b«-fore  day,  saying,  Dear 
Mtrr,  pray  let  us  know  why  fair  Amine 
had  lier  !»reaj»i  so  covered  with  scars. — I 
ennaent  to  it,  said  the  sultaness :  and  that 
no  time  may  be  Uwt,  you  may  know  that 
Amine  addresse«l  lienM^lf  to  the  caliph,  and 
in  her  story  afVer  this  manner : 

7  V  Btftfy  nf  A  mine. 


slie  and  I  are  both  ttrangerx,  and  have  no 
acquaintance  in  this  town ;  which  much 
perplexes  me,  for  we  wish  tlie  numerous 
family  with  whom  we  are  goine  to  ally 
ourselves  to  think  we  are  not  altogether 
strangers,  and  without  credit ;  tlierefore, 
most  ncautiful  lady,  if  you  would  voucli- 
aafe  to  honour  tlie  wedding  with  your 
presence,  we  shall  be  infinitely  obliged  to 
you,  because  the  ladies  of  your  country 
will  tlien  know  that  we  are  not  kN»ked 
upcm  here  as  despicable  wretch(*s,  when 
tliey  shall  come  to  understand  that  a  lady 
(»f  your  quality  did  us  that  honour.  But 
ala*t,  madam,  if  you  refuse  this  request,  we 
shall  be  altoirether  disirraced,  and  dare  not 
addreHS  ourselves  to  any  other. 

This  poor  woman's  discourse,  mixed 
with  tears,  moved  my  coniiMss'on.  Good 
woman,  said  I,  do  not  atilict  yourself;  | 
am  willintr  to  grant  you  tlie  favour  you 
desire :  t»*li  me  what  place  I  must  C4)me 
to,  and  I  will  meet  you  as  soim  as  I  am 
dressed.  The  old  wtimaii  was  so  traiis- 
ntrted  with  joy  at  my  answer,  that  she 
kissed  my  feet  without  my  being  able  to 
hinder  it.  G«K)d  charitable  lady,  said  she, 
rising  up,  G<m1  will  reward  tlie  kindness 
y(»u  nave  showed  to  jour  servants,  and 
make  your  heart  aa  joyful  as  you  liave 
made  thein.  It  is  too  siM>n  yet  to  give 
yourself  tliat  trouble  :  it  will  be  time 
en<Migh  when  I  c<»me  to  call  you  in  the 
evening.  So  farewell,  madam,  aaid  she, 
till  I  liave  tl»e  homMir  to  see  vou  a^in. 

As  STMin  ss  she  was  eone,  I  took  the  suit 


Commander  of  the  faitliful,  aaid  she.  to 
•mid   repeating  what  your  majtmtv  has 

%JrrailT  lieard  by  my  sister's  sUiry,  I  shall    I  liked  best,  unth  a  nreklace  of  larre  peaH, 
ly  aihl.jhat  aller  my  inothtrr  had  taken    bracelets,  (lendents  in  my  ears,  and  riiun 

set  with  the  finest  am!  moat  sparkling  dia- 
monds ;  (or  my  mind  presagi*d  wluit  w«nild 
befal  me.  ■ 

When  nirht  drew  on,  the  old  woman 
came  to  call  me,  with  a  countenance  full 


%  h<Mise  ffir  herself  to  live  in  during^  her 
^ridowliood,  she  gave  me  in  marriage, 
^miti  tlie  portion  my  fatlier  left  me,  to  a 
^mtleman  that  liad  one  of  tlie  beat  estates 
%B  the  city. 

I  had  scarce  been  a  vear  married,  when 
%  became  a  widow,  am!  was  lef\  in  poaeea- 
^KMi  of  all  my  husband's  estate,  which 
^amounted  to  ninety  thousand  sequins. 
"The  interest  of  this  money  was  iufficient 
liO  weintein  tm  very  honouniNy.    In  the 

m2  n 


of  joy ;  she  kissed  my  liands,  and  aaid. 
My  uear  lady,  the  relations  of  my  aon-in- 
law,  who  are  the  principal  ladies  of  the 
town,  are  now  met  together ;  you  maj 
come  whenyou please,  1  am  react v  to  wait 
oa  you.   We  went  immedisiely,  elie  goinA 
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neliire,  ind  I  ftillowed  her  with  ■  good 
niirnhpr  of  my  maidi  and  slaves  very  well 
drriwed.  We  stnpt  in  &  wide  street,  newlv 
nfrpl and wntpred, nt aspac o  Sfatewth 
a  [nntern  before  it,  by  the  light  of  whirh  I 
r^iild  rrad  this  lii!<cnpti(in  over  the  Sate  In 
p)lileiileHerB:  "Hereia  the  abmletifever- 
tiKtinr  pleasiirea  and  content."  The  [>ld 
wcininn  knocked,  and  the  gate  waa  opened 
immnlinlely. 

They  bmuehtme  to  the  lowerendof  the 
miirt,  into  a  urpe  hall,  where  I  waRrecei- 
vpd  hy  a  young  lady  of  admirable  beauty. 
She  rnme  up  to  nie,  and  aAer  having  em- 
braced me,  she  made  me  ait  down  by  her 
upon  a  sora,  where  there  was  a  throne  of 
prerious  wood,  set  with  diamonds.  Ma- 
dam, said  ahe,  you  are  brought  hither  to 
assisl  at  a  wedding  ;  but  I  hope  this 
niarrine«  will  prove  otnerwise  than  what 
you  e^ipected.  I  have  a  brother,  one  of 
the  handsomest  men  in  the  world  :  he  is 
fallen  so  much  in  love  with  the  fartie  of 
your  beauty,  that  his  fite  depends  wholly 
upiin  yoi),  and  he  will  he  the  unhappiesi 
of  men  if  you  do  not  take  pity  on  liitn. 
He  knows  your  quality,  and  I  can  amure 
you  he  is  in  nowise  unworthy  of  your  alli- 
itnce.  If  my  prayers,  madam,  can  prevail, 
I  shall  join  them  with  his,  and  humbly  be^ 
yon  Will  not  reluse  the  offer  of  being  hia 
wife. 

Anpr  thr  death  ofmy  husband,  I  had  no 
thniifht  of  mirryin?  sgain  ;  hut  I  had  no 
power  to  n-fuae  the  offer  made  by  so 
rUnrmms  a  Inily.  As  aoon  na  I  had  piven 
rt)nsent  by  •ilence,  acrompanied  witli  a 
bluah,  the  voung  tady  cl.ipt  her  hands ; 
and  immeiltately  ■  closet  door  opened,  out 
of  which  came  a  young  man  of  a  majestic 
air,  and  so  ermreTuI  n  behaviour,  that  I 
Ihniig-ht  mywir  happy  to  have  made  so 
grnia  comiunit.  He  aat  down  by  me, 
ind  by  the  discourse  we  had  toother, 
I  found  Oat  hk  menti  ftr  exceeded  the 


■ecount  hia  Bwter  had  given  roe  of  him. 
When  she  saw  that  we  were  ratiefied 
wth  one  another  she  clspther  hands  a 
second  t  me  and  o  t  came  a  cadi,  or  acri- 
vener.  who  wrote  our  contract  of  marriage, 
signea  it  himself,  and  caused  it  to  be  at- 
tested by  four  witnesses  he  bmnght  nkmf 
with  him.  The  only  tiling  that  my  new 
spouse  made  me  promise,  waa,  that  1  should 
not  be  seen  by  nor  speak  with  any  other 
man  but  himaelf;  and  he  vowed  to  me, 
upon  that  condition,  that  I  should  have  nn 
reason  li)  i-omp!ain  ofhim.  Our  marriage 
was  concluded  and  tiniehed  after  thia  man- 
ner ;  so  I  became  the  principal  ictreM  in  t 
wedding  whereunto  I  was  only  invited  aa 
a  guest. 

Alter  we  had  been  married  a  nunth,  I 
had  occasion  fur  aome  stuffs.  I  asked  my 
husband's  leave  to  go  out  and  buy  them, 
which  he  granted  ;  and  I  took  that  M 
woman  alon^  with  me,  of  whom  I  vpoke 
before,  she  being  one  of  the  family,  and 
two  of  my  own  female  slaves. 

When  we  came  to  the  street  where  the 
merchants  dwell,  the  old  woman  told  rae. 
Dear  mistress,  since  you  want  silk  stuft,  1 
must  carry  you  to  a  youne  merchant  of  oijr 
acquaintance:  he  has  of  «U  aorta,  and  n 
will   prevent  your  wearying  yourselif  by 
^oin^   from  one  shop  to  another.     I  can 
assure  you  that  he  is  able  to  furniab  yoia 
with  thnt  which  nobody  elae  can.     I  m  im 
ensily  persunded,  and   we  entered   inln  ^t- 
F;hi>p  belonging  to  a  young  merchant  wIh^v 
n-HK  lolfrabty  nandsome.    1  snt  down,  am^ft 
hade  the  old  woman  desite  him  to  show  nic^ 
the  finest  silk  stuffs  he  had.    The  wmnar^ 
bade  me  snesk  myself;  bull  told  her  i^C 
waa  one  of  the  articles  of  my  tnnrriag^F 
contract,  not  to  ftpeak  to  any  man  but  m^ 
husband,  which  loug^it  to  keep. 

The  nierchant  shewed  me  aeveml  atofia* 
of  which  one  pleased  me  better  than  th« 
rest ;  but  I  bade  her  aik  d>e  prie«.    Jk 
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answered  the  old  woman,  I  will  not  sell  it 
for  fold  or  moner ,  but  I  will  make  her  a 
present  of  it,  if  she  will  five  me  leave  to 
bm  her  cheelc.  1  ordered  the  old  woman 
to  tell  him  that  he  was  very  rude  U)  pro- 
pose such  a  tiling ;  but  instead  of  obeying 
me,  she  said,  Wliat  the  merchant  desires 
of  you  is  no  such  isrreat  matter ;  you  need 
not  speak,  but  only  present  him  vour 
cheek,  and  the  business  will  soon  he  done. 
The  stuff  pleased  me  so  much  that  I  was 
foolish  enoui^h  to  take  her  advice.  The 
old  woman  and  my  slaves  stood  up,  that 
nobody  should  set*,  and  1  put  up  my  veil ; 
but  instead  of  a  kiss,  the  merchant  bit  me 
till  the  blood  came. 

The  pain  and  surprise  were  so  ^reat, 
that  I  foil  down  in  a  sw(M)n,  and  coQtmued 
in  it  so  long,  that  the  merchant  had  time 
to  shut  his  sho|),  and  fly  for  it.  When  I 
came  to  myselt*,  I  found  mv  cheek  all 
bloody;  the  old  woman  and  my  slaves 
look  care  to  cover  it  with  my  veil,  that 
the  people  who  came  about  us  could  not 

gffceive  it,  but  supposed  it  to  be  only  a 
intine  fit 

Schenerazade,  as  she  spoke  these  words, 
perceired  day,  and  held  tier  peace.  The 
•ohan  finding  the  story  both  extraordinary 
nnd  pleasant,  rose  up,  with  a  design  to 
bear  the  rest  of  it. 


filXTY-EIOHTH  NIGHT. 

Wmv  next  night  was  near  at  an  end, 
Dinarzade  awaked  and  called  to  the  sul- 
taneaa,  If  you  please,  sister,  pray  continue 
the  story  of  Amine.  Schenerazade  an- 
swered, the  lady  resumed  it  thus : 

The   old  woman  who  was  with  me, 

being  extremely  troubled  at  this  accident, 

endeavoured  to  comfort  me;  Mv  dear 

nustresB,  said  she,  I  beg  your  paraon,  for 

I  am  the  cause  of  this  misfortune,  having 

brought  you  to  this  merchant,  because  he 

is  my  countryman ;  but  1  never  thought 

he  would  be  guilty  of  such  a  villanous 

Action.    But  do  not  grieve :  let  us  make 

^MSte  U>  go  home ;  I  will  give  you  a  medi- 

me  that  shall  perfectly  cure  you  in  three 

lay's  time,  so  that  the  knst  mark  shall 

>t  be  seen.    The  flt  had  made  me  so 

ik  that  I  was  scan-e  able  to  walk  :  but 

^  t  last  I  ent  home,  where  I  had  a  second 

C<^  as  I  went  into  the  chaml>er.    Mean- 

npinule,  the  old  woman  a  implied  her  remedy, 

^  that  I  came  to  mystMf,  and  went  to  bed. 

My  husbanil  cnrnt*  to  me  at  night,  and 

^ng  my  head  bound  up,  nsked  nie  the 

r^a^on.    I  told  him  1  had  the  head-nche, 

■n«l   hoped  he  would   inquire  no  further; 

but  he  took  a  candle,  and  saw  my  cheek 

^^tt  hurt.    How  comes  this  wound  ?  said 

se.    And  though  I  was  not  rery  guilty, 

{<et  I  eouSd  not  think  of  owning  the  Uiing; 

Viiiki,  to  mahs  such  a  cwifcsiion  to  a 


husband,  I  tliought  was  somewhat  ind^ 
cent ;  tlierelbre  1  told  him.  That  as  I  was 
goin;^  to  seek  for  that  stun  you  gave  me 
leave  to  buy,  a  porter  carry ug  a  kwd  dT 
w(nh1  came  so  close  by  nie,  as  I  went 
through  a  narn>w  street,  tliat  one  of  the 
sticks  gave  me  a  rub  on  the  cheek ;  but 
it  is  not  much  hurt.  This  put  my  hus- 
band in  such  a  passicm,  that  he  vowed  he 
should  not  go  unpunished ;  for  I  will  to* 
morr(»w  give  orders  to  the  lieutenant  of 
the  police  to  seize  uptui  all  those  brutes  of 
iMirters,  and  cause  tliem  to  be  han^d 
being  afraid  to  occasion  tlie  death  ot  so 
many  innocent  perstms,  1  told  him.  Sir,  I 
should  be  sorry  that  so  great  a  piece  cfk 
injuKtice  should  l>e  committed,  rray  dc 
not  do  it ;  for  I  should  deem  myself  unpar* 
donable  ii'  1  were  the  cause  of  so  much 
nii'^chief.  Tlien  tell  me  sincerely,  said  he. 
how  came  you  by  this  wound  ?  I  answered, 
'i'hat  it  came  through  tlie  iuadvertenc3[  ot 
a  broom-seller  upon  an  ass,  who  comin^^ 
behind  me,  and  looking  anotiier  wav,  his 
ass  gave  me  such  a  push  that  I  foil  down, 
andlmrt  my  cheek  up«iii  some  glass. — b 
it  so  ?  said  m  v  husband  ^  then  to-morn»w 
morninr,  before  sun-nsii.g,  the  grand 
vizier  Giafar  shall  have  an  account  of  this 
insolence,  and  he  shall  cause  all  the  broom- 
sellers  to  be  put  to  death. — For  the  love 
of  God,  sir,  said  1,  let  me  beg  of  you  to 

Sirdon  them,  for  they  are  not  guilty. — 
ow,  madam,  said  lie,  what  is  it  I  must 
believe  ?  Speak,  for  I  am  absolutely  resolv- 
ed to  know  the  truth  from  your  own 
mouth. — Sir,  said  I,  I  was  taken  with  a 

Siddiness  in  my  head,  and  fell  dowu,  and 
lat  is  the  whole  matter. 

At  these  last  words,  my  husband  kist  all 
patience.  Oh  1  cried  he,  I  have  given  ear  to 
your  lies  too  [one ;  witli  that^  clapping  his 
hands,  in  c^ime  three  slaves :  Pull  her  out 
of  bed,  said  lie,  and  lay  her  in  the  middle 
of  the  floor.  The  slaves  obeved  his  orders, 
one  holding  me  by  the  head,  and  another 
by  the  feet:  he  commanded  a  third  to 
fetch  him  a  scimitar;  and  when  he  had 
brouirht  it,  Strike,  said  he ;  cut  her  in  two 
in  the  middle,  and  then  tliniw  her  into  tlie 
Tigris  to  feed  ihe  fishes.  This  is  the 
punishment  I  give  to  thos«»  to  whom  1  have 
given  mv  heart,  if  tliev  falsify  their  pro- 
mise. When  he  saw  that  the  slave  made 
no  haste  to  oliey  his  orders,  Why  do  you 
not  strike  ?  said  lie.  Who  is  it  that  hokia 
you  ?  What  are  you  waiting  fi»r? 

Madam,  tlu>ii  said  the  slave,  you  are 
near  the  l;«*it  moments  of  your  lile ;  consi- 
der if  you  linve  any  thiner  to  dinpose  of 
before  you  die.  I  begged  leave  t4i  speak 
one  word,  which  was  granted  me.  1 
lif^d  up  my.  head,  and  looking  wistfully  to 
my  husoand.  Alas !  said  I.  to  what  condi- 
tion am  I  reduced !  must  I  tiien  die  in  ths 
prime  of  mj  youth?  I  eould  sajr  no  more 
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ibr  my  tears  and  sighs  prevented  me.  My 
husUand  was  not  at  all  moved,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  went  on  to  reproach  me ;  so  tliat 
to  have  made  answer  would  have  been  in 
vain.  1  haa  recourse  to  entreaties  nnd 
pravers;  but  he  had  no  regard  to  them, 
ana  commanded  the  slaves  to  proceed  to 
execution.  The  old  woman  who  had  been 
his  nurse  came  in  just  at  that  moment,  tell 
down  upon  her  knees,  and  endeavoured  to 
appease  his  wrath.  My  son,  said  she,  since 
I  have  been  your  nurse,  ami  brought  you 
up,  let  me  beg  the  favour  of  you  to  grant 
tne  her  life ;  consider  that  he  who  kills  shali 
be  killed,  and  that  vou  will  stain  your  repu- 
tation, and  k)se  the  esteem  of  mankind. 
What  will  the  world  say  of  such  a  bloody 
raere  ?  She  spoke  these  words  in  such  an 
a^cting  manner,  accompanied  with  tears, 
that  she  prevailed  upon  him  at  last. 

Well  then,  said  he  to  his  nurse,  for  your 
sake  I  will  spBive  her  life ;  but  she  shall  car- 
ry some  marks  along  with  her  to  make  her 
remember  the  crime.  With  that,  one  of 
the  slaves,  by  his  order,  save  me  so  many 
blows  as  hard  as  he  could  strike,  with  a  lit- 
tle cane,  upon  my  sides  and  breast,  that  he 
fetched  both  skin  and  flesh  away,  so  that  I 
lay  senseless.  After  that  he  caused  the 
same  slaves,  the  executioners  of  his  furv. 
to  carry  me  into  a  house,  where  the  oia 
woman  took  care  of  me.  1  kept  my  bed 
four  months ;  at  last  I  recovered;  the  scars 
you  saw  yesterday,  against  my  will,  have 
remained  ever  since* 

As  soon  as  I  was  able  to  walk,  and  go 
abroad,  1  resolved  to  go  a>the  house  which 
was  my  own  by  mf  first  husband,  but  I 
could  not  find  the  place.  My  second  hus- 
band, in  the  heat  of  his  wrath,  was  not 
content  to  have  razed  it  to  the  ground,  but 
caused  all  the  street  where  it  stood  to  be 
pulled  down.  I  believe  such  a  violent  pro- 
ceeding was  never  heard  of  before ;  but 
against  whom  should  I  make  my  complaint? 
The  author  had  taken  such  care  that  he 
was  not  to  be  found,  neither  could  1  know 
him  again  if  I  saw  him ;  and  suppose  1  had 
known  him,  is  it  not  easily  seen  that  the 
treatment  I  met  with  proceeded  from  abso- 
lute power  ?  How  tlien  dared  I  make  any 
complaint  ? 

Being  desolate,  and  unprovided  of  every 
thing,  Ihad  recourse  to  my  dear  sister  Zo- 
beide,  who  gave  your  majesty  just  now  an 
account  of  her  adventures ;  to  her  I  made 
known  my  misfortune ;  she  received  me 
with  her  acdistomed  goodness,  and  advi- 
sed me  to  bearit  with  patience.  This  is  the 
way  of  the  world,  said  she.  which  either 
TtioB  us  of  our  means,  our  friends,  or  our 
fevers,  and  oftentimes  of  all  at  once.  And 
at  the  same  time,  to  confirm  what  she  had 
•kkl.  she  gave  me  an  account  of  the  loss 
of  the  young  princci^  oecaaioned  by  the 
feakmayof  her  twotntna;  ahe  tola  me 


also  bv  what  accident  they  were  trrnn** 
formed  into  hitches ;  and  in  the  last  place, 
after  a  thousand  testimonials  of  her  love 
towards  me,  she  showed  me  my  youngest 
sister,  who  had  likewise  taken  sanctuary 
with  ner  after  the  Heath  of  her  mother. 

I'hus  we  gave  God  thanks,  who  had 
brought  us  together  again,  resolving  to  live 
a  single  life,  and  never  to  separate  any 
more,  for  we  have  enjoyed  this  peaceable 
way  of  living  a  great  many  years ;  and  as 
it  was  my  business  to  mind  the  affairs  of 
the  house,  I  always  took  pleasure  to ffo  my- 
self, and  buy  in  whut  we  wanted.  T  hap- 
pened to  go  abroad  yesterday,  and  the 
things  1  bought  1  caused  to  be  brought 
home  by  a  porter,  who  proved  to  be  a  sen- 
sible and  jocose  lellow,  and  we  kept  him 
with  us  for  a  little  diversion.  Three  calen- 
ders happened  lo  come  to  our  door  as  it 
began  to  crrow  dark,  and  prayed  us  to  five 
them  shelter  till  the  next  morning.    We 

fave  them  entrance,  but  upon  certain  cod- 
itions.  which  they  agreed  unto ;  and  after 
we  had  made  them  sit  down  at  the  table 
by  us,  they  gave  us  a  concert  of  music  after 
their  fashion,  and  at  the  same  time  we 
heard  knocking  at  our  gate.  These  were 
the  three  merchants  of  Moussoulj  men  of  a 
very  good  mien,  who  begged  tlie  same  fa- 
vour which  the  calenders  had  obtained  be- 
fore. We  consented  to  it  upon  the  same 
conditions,  but  neither  of  them  kept  their 
promise ;  and  though  we  had  power  as  well 
as  justice  on  our  side  to  punish  them,  ^et 
we  contented  ourselves  with  demandine 
from  them  the  history  of  their  lives,  and 
consequently  confined  our  revenge  to  dii»> 
missing  them  after  they  had  done,  and  de- 
priving them  of  the  lodging  they  requested. 

The  caliph  Haroun  Alraschid  was  very 
well  satisfied  with  these  strange  stories,  and 
declared  publicly  his  astonishment  at  wliat 
he  had  heard. 

But,  sir,  said  Scheherazade,  day  begins 
to  break ;  so  that  I  have  not  time  to  ae^ 
quaint  your  majesty  what  tlie  caliph  did 
to  put  an  end  to  the  enchantment  of  the 
two  black  bitches.  Schahriar  supposinff 
that  tlie  sultaness  would  finish  the  story^ 
the  ^ve  ladies  and  the  three  calenders  the 
next  night,  rose  up,  and  suffered  her  to  Uve 
till  next  morning. 


SIXTY-NINTH  NIGHT. 

Foa  the  love  of  heaven,  sister,  said  Di- 
narr^de,  before  it  was  day,  if  you  be  not 
asleep,  tell  us  how  the  two  black  bitches 
were  brought  to  their  former  shape,  and 
what  became  of  the  three  calenders^— I  will 
8ati85^  your  curiosity,  said  Scheherasade. 
Then  addressinfr  her  discourse  to  Schah- 
riar, she  pursued  it  thus : 

Sir,  the  caliph  having  satisfied  his 
osity,  thought  himself  obhfsd  to  give  i 
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mmxkM  of  grandeur  and  generosity  to  the 
calender  princes,  and  also  to  give  the  three 
ladies  some  proitfs  of  his  bountj.  He  him-  j 
aelfi  witliout  making  use  of  his  minister, 
the  grand  viiier,  spoke  to  Zoheide :  Ma- 
dan^  tliis  fairy,  that  shewed  herself  to  you 
10  tne  shape  of  a  ser|)ent,  and  imposed 
auch  a  rigorous  command  upon  you.  did 
ahe  not  tell  you  where  her  place  of  anode 
was  ?  Or  rather,  did  she  not  promise  ti> 
•ee  you,  and  restore  those  bitches  to  their 
natural  shape  ? 

Commander  of  the  faithful,  answered 
Zobetde,  I  forgot  to  tell  your  maiestv,  that 
the  fiiiry  Ic[\  with  me  a  hundfe  of  hair, 
aaying  withal,  that  her  presence  would  one 
day  he  of  use  to  me ;  and  then,  if  1  only 
burnt  two  tufls  of  this  hair,  she  would  l>e 
witli  me  in  a  moment,  thouerh  she  were 
beyond  mount  Caucasus. — Madam,  said 
the  caliph,  wliere  is  the  bundle  of  hair? 
She  answered,  ever  since  that  time,  I  have 
haul  such  a  particular  care  of  it,  tliat  I  aU 

ITS  carry  it  about  me.    Upon  which  she 


puDed  it  out.  just  opened  the  case  where 
It  was,  and  snowed  it  to  him.  Well  then, 
•aid  the  caliph,  let  us  make  the  fairy  come 
hither :  you  could  not  call  her  in  a  better 
time,  for  I  bug  to  see  her. 

2Sobetde  having  consented  to  it,  fire  was 
brought  in,  and  she  threw  the  whole  bun- 
dle of  hair  into  it.  The  palace  began  to 
•hake  at  that  very  instant,  and  the  fairy 
appeared  before  the  ailiph,  in  tlie  shape  of 
•  lady  rery  nchly  dressed. 

Commander  of  the  faithful,  said  she  to 
the  prince,  you  see  I  am  ready  to  come  and 
receive  your  commands.  The  lady  who 
gave  me  this  call  by  your  onler  did  me  a 
particular  piece  of  service ;  to  make  my 
|[ratitude  appear,  I  revenged  her  of  her 
•Mteni  inhumanity  by  changing  them  into 
bitches ;  but  if  your  majesty  commands  it, 
1  will  restore  them  to  their  former  shape. 

Handsome  fairy,  said  the  caliph,  you 
cannot  do  me  a  greater  pleasure :  vouch- 
•afethem  that  favour,  and  afler  tnat  I  will 
Bnt\  some  mean^  to  comf<)rt  them  f()r  their 
bard  penance.  But  besidtrs,  I  have  another 
boon  to  ask  in  favour  of  that  lady,  who  has 
had  such  cruel  usaee  from  an  unknown 
husband ;  and  as  you  undoubte<lly  know  a 
|rreat  many  things,  we  have  reaw)n  to  be- 
Geve  that  you  cannot  he  iirnorant  of  this. 
Oblige  me  with  the  name  of  this  Inirbarous 
fiHlnw,  who  could  not  be  contented  to  exer- 
cise his  barbarous  cruelty  upon  her  person, 
but  has  also  most  unju.<«tly  taken  from  her 
mil  her  substance.  F  only  wonder  how  such 
•a  unjust  and  inhuman  action  could  Ix^per- 
fitrmeu  in  spite  of  my  authority,  and  not 
come  to  my  ears. 

To  obliee  your  majesty,  answered  the 
Cury,  I  will  restore  the  two  bitches  to  their 
state,  and  I  will  so  cure  the  lady  of 
that  it  ahall  neyer  appear  the 


was  so  beaten ;  and  at  last  I  will  tell  yoo 
who  it  was  that  did  it. 

The  C4iliph  sent  for  the  two  hitcr.eb  trom 
Zobeide's  house ;  and  when  tlicy  came  a 
glass  of  water  was  brought  to  the  ftiry  oy 
her  desire  ^  she  pronounced  over  it  some 
words^  which  nobody  understood;  then 
throwmg  some  partot  it  upon  Amine,  and 
the  rest  upon  the  bitchea,  the  latter  became 
two  ladies  of  surprising  beauty,  and  the 
scars  tliat  were  upon  Amine  vanished 
away.  Af\er  which,  the  fairy  sak!  to  the 
caliph,  Commander  of  the  faithful,  I  must 
now  discover  to  you  the  unknown  husband 
you  inquire  afler ;  he  is  verv  near  related 
to  yourself,  for  it  is  prince  Amin,  j[Our  el- 
dest son,  who  falling  passionately  in  love 
with  tliis  lady,  bv  the  fame  he  had  heard 
of  her  beauty,  by  an  intrigue  got  her 
brought  to  his  house,  where  he  married 
her.  As  to  the  strokes  lie  caused  to  be  given 
her,  he  is  in  some  measure  excusable ;  for 
tlie  lady,  his  spouse,  had  been  a  little  too 
easy,  and  the  excuses  she  had  made  were 
capable  of  making  him  believe  she  was 
more  faulty  than  she  really  was.  This  is 
all  I  can  say  to  satisfy  your  curiosity; 
and  at  these  words  she  saluted  the  caliph, 
and  vanished. 

The  prince  beinir  filled  with  admiration, 
and  having  much  satisfaction  in  the 
changes  that  had  happened  through  his 
means,  did  soeh  things  as  will  perpetuate 
his  memory  to  all  ages.  First,  he  sent 
for  his  sou  Amin,  and  told  him  that  he 
was  informed  of  his  secret  marriage,  and 
how  he  had  wounded  Amine  upon  a  very 
slight  cause.  Upon  this  the  prince  did  not 
wait  for  his  father's  commands,  but  recei- 
ved her  affain  immediately. 

Afler  which  the  caliph  declared  that  he 
would  give  his  own  heart  and  hand  to  Zo- 
beide,  and  offered  the  other  three  sisters  to 
the  calenders,  who  were  sons  of  kiners, 
who  accepted  them  for  their  brides  with 
much  joy.  The  caliph  assigned  each  of 
them  a  magnificent  palace  m  the  city  of 
Bagdad,  promoted  them  to  the  highest  dig- 
nities of  his  empire,  and  admitted  them  to 
his  counsels. 

The  town-clerk  of  Bagdad  being  called, 
with  witnesses,  wrote  the  contracts  of  mar- 
riacre ;  and  the  famous  caliph  Haroun  Al- 
raschid,  by  making  the  fortune  of  so  many 
persons  that  had  suffered  such  incredible 
calamities,  drew  a  thousand  blessings  upon 
himself. 

The  Siory  of  Sindbad,  the  SaOor. 

DiNAazAOE  having  awakened  her  sister 
the  suits ness,  as  usual,  and  prayed  her  to 
tell  another  story,  Scheherazade  asked 
leave  of  the  sultan,  and  having  obtained 
it,  began  tlius : 

Sir,  in  the  reign  of  the  same  caliph  Ba- 
roun  Alraachid,  whom  I  formerly  mention 
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ed.  there  Kvediftt  Bagdad  a  pcx)r  porter 
called  Hindlmd.*  One  day,  when  the  wea- 
ther was  excessively  hot,  he  was  employed 
to  carry  a  heavy  burden  from  one  end  of 
the  town  U>  the  otlier.  Being  very  weary, 
and  having  still  a  great  way  to  go,  he  came 
into  9(  street  where  a  delicate  western 
breeze  blew  on  his  face,  and  the  pavement 
of  the  street  being  sprinkled  with  rose- 
water,  he  could  not  desire  a  better  place  to 
rest  in ;  therefore,  laying  off  his  burden,  he 
•at  down  by  it,  near  a  great  houae. 

He  was  mightily  pleased  tlint  he  stopt 
ID  this  place,  for  an  agreeable  smell  of 
wood  of  aloes,  and  of  pastils,  that  came 
from  the  house,  mixing  with  the  scent  of 
rose-water,  did  ccnnpletely  perfume  arid 
embalm  the  air;  besides,  he  heard  from 
witliin  a  concert  of  several  sorts  of  instru- 
mental music,  accompanied  with  the  har- 
monious notes  of  nightingales,  and  other 
birds,  peculiar  to  that  climate.  This 
charming  melody,  and  the  smell  of  several 
sorts  of  victuals,  made  tlie  porter  think 
there  was  a  feast,  and  great  rejoicings 
within. 

His  occasions  leading  him  seldom  that 
way,  he  knew  not  who  dwelt  in  the 
bouse ;  but  to  satisfy  his  curiosity,  he  went 
to  some  of  t)ie  servants,  wlmm  he  saw 
standing  at  the  ^te  in  ma#rnificent  appa- 
rel, and  asked  the  name  of  the  master  of 
the  bouse.  How,  replied  one  df  them,  do 
jou  live  in  Bagdad,  and  know  not  that  this 
IS  the  house  oTSignor  Sindbad,  the  sailor, 
that  famous  traveller,  who  has  sailed  rouna 
the  world  ? 

The  porter,  who  had  heard  of  this 
SindbacTs  riches,  could  not  but  envy  a 
man  whose  condition  he  thought  to  be  as 
bappy  as  bis  own  was  deplorable :  and  his 
mind  being  fretted  with  Uiose  reflections, 
he  lifted  up  his  eyes  to  heaven,  and  said, 
loud  enough  to  be  heard,  Almicrhty  Crea- 
tor of  ail  things,  consider  the  diflerence  be- 
tween SindMo  and  me :  I  am  every  day 
exposed  to  fatigues  and  calamities,  and 
can  scarce  get  coarse  beriey-bread  for  my- 
self and  my  iamily,  whilst  nappy  Sindbad 
Erofusely  expends  immense  riches,  and 
lads  a  life  of  continual  pleasure.  What 
has  he  done  to  obtain  from  thee  a  k)t  so 
agreeable?  And  what  have  I  done  to  de- 
serve one  so  miserable  ?  Haviner  finished 
his  expostulatbn,  he  struck  his  foot  against 
the  ground,  like  a  man  swallowed  up  of 
grief  and  despair. 

•  It  i«  remarkable  that  the  names  of  "  Sind- 
bMl"  and  ('  Hindbad**  are  both  derived  from  Uic 
oM  Periian  language.  **  Bad"  signifiet  a  city ; 
•<BiDd"  and  t«Hind"  aie  the  tcrritiiries  on 
skhcr  tide  of  the  Indus.  "  Sind,*'  indeed,  is  its 
original  name,  but  "  Hind"  is  of  thoao  coun- 
jriw  whkh  lie  betwixt  it  and  the  Ganges.- 


Whilst  the  porter  was  thnt  indulging  bit 
melancholv,  a  servant  came  out  of  the 
house,  Vitid  takinj^  him  by  the  arm,  bid  him 
follow  hini,  for  Signor  Sindbad,  his  master, 
wanted  to  speak  with  him.— Here  day  be- 
ginning to  appear,  Scheherazade  broke  ofi 
her  story,  but  resumed  it  again  next  mom* 
ing  as  follows : 


SEVENTIETH  NIGHT. 

Sir,  your  majesty  may  easily  imagine 
that  poor  Hind  bad  was  not  a  little  surpri- 
sed at  this  compliment ;  fon  considering 
what  he  had  said,  he  was  afraid  Sindbad 
had  sent  for  him  to  punish  him ;  therelbre 
he  would  have  excused  himseih  alleging 
that  he  could  not  leave  his  burden  in  the 
middle  of  the  street.  But  Sindbad's  arr* 
vants  assured  him  they  would  look  to  it, 
and  pressed  the  porter  so,  that  be  wu 
obUged  to  yield. 

'Fhe  servants  brought  him  into  a  great 
hallw^  where  abundance  of  people  sat  round 
a  table  covered  with  all  sorts  of  fine  disbet. 
At  the  upper  end,  there  sat  a  grave,  come- 
ly, venerable  gentleman,  with  a  )nog 
white  beard,  and  behind  him  stood  a  num- 
ber of  officers  and  domestics,  all  ready  to 
serve  him ;  this  grave  gentleman  was 
Sindbad.  The  porter,  whose  fear  was  in- 
creased at  the  sight  of  so  many  people, 
and  of  a  banquet  so  sumptuous,  saluted  the 
company  trembling.  Sindbad  bid  him 
draw  near,  and  sitting  him  down  at  bis 
ri^ht  hand,  served  him  himself,  and  gave 
him  excellent  wine,  of  which  there  was  a 
good  store  upon  the  side  bosrd. 

When  dinner  was  over,  Sindbad  began 
his  discourse  to  Hindbad :  and  calling  ran 
brother,  according  to  the  manner  dTUie 
Arabians  when  thev  are  familiar  one  with 
another,  he  asked  him  his  name  and  em- 
plovment, — Signor,  answered  he,  my  name 
IS  Hindbad.— -i  am  very  glad  to  see  you, 
replied  Sindbad,  and  I  dare  say  the  same 
for  all  the  company  ;  but  I  would  be  glad 
to  hear  from  your  own  mouth  what  it  waa 
vou  aaid  awhile  a^  in  the  street.  For 
Sindbad  had  heard  it  himself  through  the 
window,  before  he  sat  down  at  table,  and 
that  occasioned  his  calling  for  him. 

Hindbad,  being  surprised  at  thequeatioa, 
hung  down  his  head,  and  replied,  Signor| 
I  confess  that  my  weariness  put  roe  out  or 
humour,  and  occasioned  metospeakaome 
indiscreet  words,  which  I  beg  you  to  par- 
don.— Oh !  do  not  think  I  am  so  unjust» 
replied  Sindbad,  to  resent  such  a  thmg  aa 
that ;  r  consider  your  conditktn,  and  imisad 
of  upbraiding  you  with  your  complainti,  I 
commiserate  you:  but  Imust  reetif«' your 
mistake  concerning  mjrself.  Tou  think,  no 
doubt  that  1  have  acquuied  without  labour 
and  trouble  the  ease  and  oonvenieii^ 
which  I  now  ei\)oy :  but  do  not  miMalKe;  1 
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mind,  (or  levcnil  yeiire,  than  can  wril  be 
Ima^iKd.  Yea,  nntlemen,  added  he, 
apeahing  tn  the  whole  ciHiipnny,  I  can  as- 
•ure  ynu  my  Irtiuhlrs  were  b<i  eilmirdiiiA' 
rr,  that  they  were  nnpahle  ordiscoura^intr 
tic  nwwt  wivelous  nmn  from  undertnliiiig 
mirh  voyaifeH  as  I  did.  lo  ac(]iiire  richrs. 
Perhapa  you  have  niver  henrd  n  disiinrl 
■ceount  of  my  wrinilerful  xlveiilures,  and 
Ihe  dantrn  1  mel  with  in  my  neveii  voya- 
gca;  and  fince  1  hnve  this  oppnnunity,  1 
am  wiIUdk  to  give  yon  a  fnithrul  account 
of  them,  not  doubting  but  it  will  be  accept- 
able. 

And  becaune  Sindbad  was  to  tell  thia 
■torj,  partiruhriy  u|>on  tlie  porler'a  ac- 
eawit,lie  ordered  liis  burden  to  be  carried 
to  tbe  place  appointed,  and  be^n  Ilius : 

neUorytif  SiiuBMid,  the  Sailor. 
Hit-firtt  Voyage. 
Hj  blher  left  me  a  conaiderable  «Btate, 
Ihe  beat  part  of  which  I  apent  in  dehauch- 
ery  diiriiur  my  youth ;  hut  1  perceived  my 
error,  ana  reflected  that  riche"  ivere  pe- 
rMable,  and  quickh'  rnnaumed  hy  auch  ill 
■nananra  aa  myaetf.    I  Tarther  connidered, 
that    by  my    irreeiilar   way  of  living  I 
wretebedlj  miapent  my  lime,  which  ia  Hie 
moat  valuable  ihjn^  in  the  world.    I  re- 
membered the  savme  of  the  (rreat  Solo- 
«m,  which   I  had  freouently  beard  from 
\j  lather:     That  death  ia  more  tolerable 
I  Ihoae  reflec- 
iB  of  my  furni- 
mic,  aaci  aoiii  nil  my  pninnionv  hy  public 
auction  to  the  hij^heatWder.    Thenlen- 
tered  intn  a  eoDtract  withaome  merchanta, 
who  traded  byaea  :  I  look  the  advice  of 
■nrfa  a«  I  fl>miij;ht  moat  capable  to  pve  it 
me )  aad  rcaolraiK  to  bnpron  what  nmiey 


I  had,  I  went  to  Balsoni,*  and  embarked 
with  aeveral  merchants  on  board  a  ahjp 
wliirh  we  jointly  filled  up. 

We  set  ^ail,  and  ateered  our  coiirae  to- 
wanls  Ihe  ElnHt  indi>-H,  Ihmu^li  ibe  Peraian 
iniir.  wliicli  la  liirmed  by  the  coaiisot' Ara- 
bia Ftiix  on  the  riplit,  and  hy  those  of  Per- 
sia on  Ihe  lelX,  and,  accaidin;;  to  rnmmon 
opinion,  i»  seventy  leagues  nl  the  bro.idest 
place.  Theeaflcrnsea,  asH-ellaslhatof 
Ibe  Indies,  in  very  apacioiis ;  it  i«  lH)undL'd 
on  one  i>ide  hy  tbe  ciiaRlsof  Ab;twJnia, 
and  ia  45W)  leagues  in  length  In  Ihe  isles  of 
Vakvaq.t  At  lirst  I  was  trouMed  wiihlhe 
sea-aicknesK,  but  speedily  reroveted  nij 
health,  and  waa  not  arierwords  troubled 
ivith  tdat  diseaae. 

In  our  voyage  we  touched  at  aevcral  ia- 
lands,  where  we  sold  or  exclian^d  our 
goi»da.  One  day,  whilst  under  anil,  we 
were  becalmed  near  a  Ultle  iaiand,  even 
almoBl  with  the  aurface  of  the  wtiter, 
which  resembled  a  p¥cn  meadow.  The 
captain  ordered  hia  sails  to  be  furled,  antl 
permitted  auch  persons  aa  had  a  mind  to 
land  upon  the  iaiand,  amongst  whom  In-as 
one.  But  while  we  were  divertingoutaelvea 
with  eating  and  drinking,  and  rerovering 
ounvlvea  from  Ibe  fatigue  of  the  aea.the 
inland  on  a  audden  Iremblcd,  and  ahook.  ua 

Here  tScheheraude  stopped,  because  day 
api>rared,  htit  reaumed  her  diacouiw  next 
motning  aa  fdlows. 


without  doabC  the  idta  of  Jaoo : 
D0<,  bovenr,  Ui  froo  Abjiiliua. 


sas 
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They  perceived  the  trembling  ofthe  island  fastened  them  as  I  saw  that  mare,  until 

on  hctm  the  ship,  and  called  us  to  re-eni-  tliey  were  covered  by  a  horse  that  came 

bark  speedily,  or  we  shotdd  all  be  lost ;  for  out  of  tlie  soa,  who,  aller  he  had  done  so, 

what  we  toolc  for  an  island  was  only  the  endeavoured   to  destroy  the  mares;  Imt 

back  of  a  whale.  The  nimblest  ^ot  into  the  they  hindered  him    by    their  noise,  mnd 

sloop;  others  betook  themselves  to  swim-  obliged  him  to  return  to  the  sea;  afler 

min? ;  but,  fi>r  my  part,  I  was  still  upon  which  they  carried  home  the  mares,  whose 

the  back  of  the  whale  when  he  dived  uito  foals  were  kept  for  the  king's  use,  and 

the  sea,  and  had  time  only  to  catch  hold  of  called  sea-horses.    Tliey  added,  tliat  they 

apiece  of  wood  that  we  had  brought  out  were  to  get  home  to-morrow,  and  had  I 

or  tlie  ship  to  make  a  fire.  Meanwhile,  the  been  one  day  later,  I  must  have  perished, 

captain,  having  received  those  on  board  because  the  uihabited  part  of  the  island 

who  were  in  the  sloop,  and  taken  up  some  was  at  a  great  distance,  and  it  would  have 

of  those  that  swam,  resolved  to  improve  been  impossible  for  me  to  have  got  thither 

the  favourable  gale  that  was  just  risen,  without  a  guide. 

and  hoisting  his  sails,  pursued  his  voyage  Whilst  they  entertained  me  thus,  the 

so  that  it  was  impossible  to  recover  uie  horsccameout  of  thesea,a8  they  had  told 

shin.  me,  covered  the  mare,  and  afterward* 

Thus  was  I  exposed  to  the  mercy  of  the  would  have  devoured  her;  but  upon  a 

waves,  and  struggled  for  my  life  all  the  rest  great  noise  made  by  the  grooms,  he  leil 

of  the  day  and  the  following  night.    Next  her,  and  went  back  to  tlie  sea. 

morning  I  found  my  strength  gime^  and  Next  morning^  they  returned  with  their 


scarcely  have  got  up.  had  it  not  been  for  what  adventure  I  came  into  his  dominioiis? 

some  roots  of  trees,  which  fortune  seemed  And,  af\er  I  had  satisfied  him,  he  told  ne 

to  have  preserved  in  this  place  for  my  he  was  much  amcerned  for  my  misfbrtune. 

safety.  Bein^  got  up,  I  lay  down  upon  the  and  at  the  same  time  ordered  that  1  thouKl 

ground  half  dead,  until  the  sun  appeared  :  want  nothing ;  which  his  officers  were  so 

then,  though  I  was  very  feeble,  ooth  bv  firenerous  and  careful  as  to  see  exactly 

reason  of  my  hard  labour  and  want  of  fbtxl,  fulfilled. 

I  crept  along  to  seek  some  herbs  fit  to  eat,  Being  n  merchant,  I  frequented  with  men 
and  had  not  only  the  good  luck  to  find  of  my  own  profession,  and  particularly  in* 
some,  but  likewise  a  spring  of  excellent  quired  for  those  who  were  strangers,  if 
water,  which  contributed  much  ti>  recover  perhaps  I  might  hear  any  news  from  Bag^ 
me.  Af\er  this  I  advanced  farther  into  the  dad,  or  find  an  oppcMiunitv  to  return 
island,  and  came  at  last  into  a  fine  plain,  thither  :  for  kin":  Mthrage  s  capital  is 
where  I  perceived  a  horse  feeding  at  a  great  situated  on  the  bank  of  the  sea,  and  has  a 
distance.  I  went  towards  him,  between  fine  harlx)ur,  where  shif>s  arrive  daily  fTi>m 
hope  and  fear,  not  knowing  whetlierl  was  the  different  quarters  of  tlie  world.  I  fre- 
going  to  lose  my  life  or  save  it.  When  I  ntiented  also  the  society  of  the  learned  In- 
came  near,  I  perceived  it  to  be  a  very  fine  oians,  and  took  delight  to  hear  them  dis- 
mare,  tied  to  a  stake.  Whilst  I  looked  course ;  but  withal,  I  took  care  to  make 
upon  her,  I  heard  the  voice  of  a  man  from  i»y  court  regularly  to  the  king,  and  con- 
under  ground,  who  immediately  appeared  versed  with  tlie  povernors  and  petty  kings, 
to  me,  and  asked  who  I  was.  I  gave  him  his  tributaries,  that  were  alK>ut  him.  Thev 
an  accouutofmy  adventui'e  ;  af\er  which,  asked  me  a  thousand  questions  about  my 
taking  me  by  the  hand,  he  led  me  into  a  countp' ;  and  I  being  willing  to  inform 
cave,  where  there  were  several  other  peo-  myself  as  to  their  laws  and  customs,  asked 
pie,  no  less  amazed  to  see  me  than  I  was  to  them  every  thing  that  I  thought  worth 
see  them.  knowing. 

I  eat  some  victuals  which  they  offered  There  belongs  to  this  king  an  island 

nie,  and  then,  having  asked  them  wliat  named  Cassel:  they  assured  me,  that  every 

they  did  in  such  a  desert  place,  they  an-  nijrht  a  noise  of  drumsf  was  heard  there, 

swcred,  that  they  were  ^ooms  ix^longiiig  whence  the  mariners  fancied  tliat  it  was 
to  king  Mihrage,  sovereign  of  the  island  ; 
and  that  every  year,  at  the  same  season. !    _*^Y«''no«t  with  kinpMihrmge  in  the  accounts 


they  brought  thither  the  king's  mares,  an  j 

• 

♦  Mr.  Hole,  p.  27,  say*  thin  in  prolxibly  mic  of 
the  three  iakuiclfl  near  Oylon,  cidlcd  tlliaji  He 
Cavaloa,  from  the  wild  horacs,  to  which  the 
Dutch  ammally  send  mares  to  imnrovo  the 
bread.— Wolf  •  Account  of  Ceylon ;  but  p.  266  he 
aitois  Ma  upinion.   . 


of  India  and  China  by  two  Mahoniedan  travd- 
lern  in  the  ninth  century,  and  the  ialand  el 
Zapacrc,  and  the  Friendly  Islanda,  anawera  to 
BoriMN). — Ilote.  I 

t  The  Kime  in  one  of  the  ialanda  of  Eolus 
Per  hap*  the  roaring  of  the  wavea  among  tba 
nicks.— .ffo/«.    Like  the  cA%'e  in  Britain,  omd- 
tioned  by  CIcmena  Alexaadrinua,  wbert  Iht 
wind  produced  a  sound  aa  of  cjmbids. 
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Chtf  midence  of  Denial.*  1  had  a  jsreat 
mind  to  see  this  woiuierliil  place,  and  in  my 
tray  thither  saw  fishes  of  100  and  200  cubits 
k>ng,t  tliat  occasion  more  fear  than  l.urt; 
(or  tliey  are  so  fearful,  that  tliey  w:U  fly 
upon  tlie  rattling  of  two  stjcks  or  boards. 
I  saw  hkewise  other  fishes  about  a  cubit  in 
length,  that  had  heads  like  owls4 

As  I  was  one  day  at  the  |X)rt,  af\er  my 
return,  a  ship  arrived,  and,  aa  soon  as  she 
cast  anchor,  ttiey  began  to  unload  her,  and 
the  merchants  on  board  ordered  their  ftNtds 
to  be  carried  int4>  the  maipizine.  Ah  I  cast 
my  eye  u|M)n  tome  bain,  and  looked  to 
Uie  nam**,  1  found  my  own,  and  perceived 
tlie  bales  to  be  the  aame  tiiat  I  had  em- 
barked at  Balsora.  1  also  knew  the  cap- 
tain :  but  Umii?  persuaded  that  he  believed 
me  to  lie  drowned,  1  went  and  asked  him 
wliose  hak>H  tliene  were.  He  rpplicd,  that 
thev  b(>lon^(ul  to  a  merchant  ol  Bagdad, 
called  Sindbad,  who  came  to  sea  witli  nim ; 
bat  one  day,  being  near  an  isbnd,  as  we 
thought,  he  went  ashore,  with  several  other 
paasengers,  upon  tliis  supposed  island, 
which  was  only  a  monstnius  whale  that 
by  ask^ep  upon  the  surface  of  Uie  water : 
hot  aa  soon  as  he  felt  the  heat  of  the  fire 
they  had  kindled  upon  his  iMck  to  dress 
0ome  victuals,  he  began  to  move,  and 
dived  under  water :  most  of  the  persons 
who  were  upon  him  perished,  and  among 
them  unfortunate  Sindbad.  Th<ise  halt's 
belonged  to  him,  and  I  am  resolved  to  trade 
with  tiicm  until  I  meet  with  some  of  his  fa- 
mily, to  whom  1  may  rt'tum  the  pn>fiL. 
Captain,  said  1, 1  am  thnt  Sindliad  whom 
yoa  thought  to  Im*  <lf*ad,  and  tlune  liak-s 
are  mine — Hen*  Srhchorazadr  ytopt  till 
next  morning,  and  went  on  as  f(>lk)ws : 


HEVE.NTV^SECOND  NIGHT. 

ScTDiAD,  purKuim;  tlie  Ktory,  aaid  to  the 
comnany,  AVhcn  tlie  captain   heard   me  j 
•pealc  thus,  O  henv«'n !  hM  he,  whom  can 
we  e\Tr  tru-tt  now-a-days  ?    There  is  no  . 
&ith  left  amon^  men.  1  Maw  Sindliad  iwrisli 
with  my  own  eyt*s,  and  tlit*  i)aKiM*ng«'rs  on  , 
board  saw  it  at  wrll  ns  I ;  and  y«*t  you  tell 
me  you  are  that  Sinilhail.    What  impu-  ' 
dence  is  tliis*    To  l<M>k  on  you,  uue  would 
take  you  to  lie  a  man  of  pn>l>ity  ;  and  yet 
you  iril  a  Itorrihle  falsehtHxl,  in  order  to 

*  tVfrifil.  with  the  Ma)i<JtnH.kru,  i»  the  pame 
afl  Antirhri«(  with  us.     Ac  <  itnlinfr  to  tiiciii,  he 
i«  tn  appear  about  the  end  of  the  wf>rld«  and  will 
conquer  all  the  rmrth,  eirejvt  Merra,  Medina,  ' 
Tftriua,  axid  Jenualem,  wfiirh  are  Ut  }*  pre.  ' 
sgiycd  by  angvia  which  he  shall  set  rttuud 


on  the  Malabar  roast.— 


t  The  tea 

t  ilartlai 


&hn  with  birds' facra  in  | 

i 

I 


poflse^  v«nir«elf  of  vrhat  ooes  no%.  beloiig  to 
you.  Have  patience,  chpthiu,  repliid  1 ; 
do  me  the  fiivour  to  hei>r  wha:  i  hwve  to 
say.  Very  well,  said  lie.  speak ;  1  am  ready 
to  liear  you.  Then  1  toltl  him  how  I 
c^ecaped,  and  by  what  adventure  I  met 
with  tlie  grooms  of  king  Mihrage,  who 
brought  me  to  his  court. 

He  began  to  abate  of  his  confidence 
upon  my  discourse,  and  was  soon  per- 
suaded that  I  wan  no  cheat;  for  tliere 
came  (leople  from  his  ship  who  knew  me. 
paid  me  great  compliments,  and  expressea 
much  joy  to  see  me  alive.  At  last  he  knew 
me  himself,  and,  embracing  me.  Heaven 
l)e  praised,  said  lie,  lor  your  happy  escape ; 
I  cannot  enougli  express  my  joy  lor  it. 
There  are  your  goods:  take  and  do  with 
tliem  wlwt  you  will  I  thanked  him,  ac* 
knowletlged  his  probity,  and,  in  requital, 
ollercd  lum  (mrtof  my  goods  as  a  preheat, 
which  he  generously  relused. 

I  took  out  what  was  moat  valuable  in  my 
bale.H,  and  prcbented  it  to  king  Milirage, 
who,  knowing  my  misfortune,  asked  me 
how  1  came  by  such  rarities?  1  acquainted 
him  with  the  whole  storv.  He  was  migli- 
tily  pleaded  at  my  good  luck,  accepU'd  my 
present,  and  gave  me  one  much  more  con- 
siderable in  return.  Upon  this,  1  took  leave 
of  him,  an«l  went  aU>ard  the  same  ship, 
aAer  1  had  txchajigcd  my  goods  for  the 
ronmiodities  of  that  country.  1  carried 
with  nie  w«hxJ  of  akies,  sandal,  camphire, 
nutmc  gM,  cloven,  pepper,  and  ginger.  We 
passed  hy  several  ihlanils.  and  at  last  ar^ 
nved  at  Bal^ora,  from  whence  I  came  to 
thut  city,  with  the  value  of  100,000  sequins.* 
My  family  and  1  received  one  another  with 
all  the  transp<»rts  of  sincere  friendship.  I 
bought  slaves  of  both  sexes,  fine  lands,  and 
built  me  a  great  house;  and  tlius  I  settled 
mys^^'lf,  resolving  to  forget  the  miseries  I 
had  suffered,  and  to  enjoy  the  pleasures  of 
Ufe. 

Sindbad  stopped  here,  and  ordered  the 
musicians  to  go  on  witii  their  concerts, 
which  his  story  liad  internipted.  The  con- 
pany  c<»ntinued  t«i  eat  and  drink  till  the 
evening,  when  it  was  time  to  retire ;  wlieo 
Sindbad  sent  for  a  fHirve  of  oae  hundred 
Kequins,  an<l  giving  it  u>  tlie  porter,  said. 
Take  thi«,  Hitidlwd ;  return  to  vour  iioBie, 
and  conH?  back  tcKmorruw  to  near  some 
more  ot' my  advmtures.  Tlie  porter  went 
home,  a}(ti>niihed  at  tlie  iKiiMiur  done  him« 
and  tiie  present  made  him.  Tlie  relation 
of  it  was  vfry  agrc.ahle  to  his  wife  and 
chiUlren.  wlh>  did  not  fail  to  return  tlianka 
to  God  h>r  what  providence  bad  sent  him 
by  the  hand  of  Sindbad. 

Hindliad  put  on  his  best  clothes  next 
day,  and  returned  to  tlie  bountiful  traveller. 

•  The  Turkish  ss^tdn  is  akool  ahie  shOUnft 
sterling. 
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who  received  him  with  a  plcr^aiii  »i,  unu 
caressed  him  hesrtily.  When  all  ihe 
piesis  were  come,  dinner  was  set  upon  the 
table,  and  continued  a  lone  time.  When 
it  was  ended,  Sindbad,  addressing:  himself 
to  Uie  company,  said,  Gentlemen,  be 
plensed  to  give  me  audience,  and  listen  to 
the  adventures  of  my  second  voyage;  they 
iteserve  vour  attention  belter  than  the  first. 
Upon  which  every  one  held  hlf  peace,  and 
Sindbad  went  on  thus :_ 

Second  Voyage  of  Sindbad,  the  SaSor. 

I  designed,  after  my  first  vuynge,  to  spend 
the  rest  or  my  days  at  Bagdad,  as  1  had 
the  honour  to  tell  you  yestenlay ;  but  it 
was  not  long  ere  I  grew  weary  of  a  quiet 
lift.  My  inclination  to  trade  revived.  I 
bought  gooda  proper  for  tlie  commerce  I 
intended,  and  put  to  aea  a  second  time, 
with  merchanta  of  known  probity.  We 
embarked  on  board  agnod  ship,  and,  after 
recommending  ourselves  to  God,  set  sail. 
We  traded  from  island  to  island,  and  ex- 
changed commodities  with  gre.it  profit. 
One  day  we  landed  on  an  island  covereil 
with  several  sorts  o.**  fruit-trees,  but  so  un- 
peopled, that  we  could  neither  see  man  nor 
beast  upon  iL  We  went  to  take  a  little 
fresli  air  in  the  meadows,  and  along  the 
•treama  that  watered  ihem.  Whilst  some 
diverted  themselves  with  gathering  flow- 
ers, and  othe™  with  gathering  fruits,  I 
tcKW  my  wine  and  provisions,  and  sat 
down  by  a  stream  betwiit  two  great  trees, 
whioh  formed  a  curious  shape.  1  made  a 
wry  good  meal,  and  sftenvsrds  fell  asleep. 
I  cannot  tell  how  loi.g  I  slept,  but  when  I 
awaked  the  ship  was  gone.  Here  Sche- 
berande  brokeoff,  because  day  appeared, 
but  next  night  continued  the  story  thus : 

SEVENTT-lHffiO  NIOHT. 
I  wu  v«T  nuoh  aurpriaed,  taid  Sind- 


looked  about  every  where,  bl 

see  one  of  the  merchants  who  landed  with 
me.  At  la.st  I  perceived  the  ship  under 
sail,  but  at  such  n  distance,thatlla*t  aigfat 
of  her  in  a  very  little  time. 

I  leave  yuu  to  guess  at  my  oielanchdy 
re(lci:tions  in  this  sad  conJition;  I  waa 
ready  to  die  with  grief.  1  cried  out  sadlj. 
beat  my  bead  and  breast,  and  threw  mytelf 
down  upon  the  eround,  where  I  tar  Mime 
time  in  a.  terrible  agony,  one  amictior 
thought  being  succeeded  by  another  atiD 
more  afflicting.  I  upbraided  myself  a  hia»- 
dred  times  iiir  not  being  content  with  the 
produce  of  my  first  voyage,  that  might  weU 
have  served  me  all  my  life.  But  nQ  thk 
was  in  vain,  and  my  repentance  out  of 

At  last  I  resigned  myself  to  the  wffl  of 
God  ;  and  not  knowing  what  to  do,  I 
climbed  up  to  the  lop  of  a  great  tree,  from 
whence  I  looked  about  on  alt  sides  to  aee  U 
there  was  any  thing  that  could  give  ne 
hopes.  When  1  looked  towards  the  ««,  1 
could  see  nolhinE'  hut  skv  and  water ;  but 
looking  towards  the  land,  I  sawsomcthinr 
white  ;  and  coming  down  from  the  tree,  1 
tonkupwhatprcivismnsE  had  lell,  and  went 
towards  it.  the  distance  being  ao  great 
that  1  could  not  distinguish  what  it  wa». 

When  I  came  nearer,  I  thouriit  it  to  be 
a  white  bowl,  of  a  prodigious  hnght  anit  , 
bigness;  and  when  I  came  up  to  it,  1 
touched  it,  and  liiund  it  to  be  very  aiDOOth. 
I  went  round  to  kcc  if  it  was  open  on  aojr 
side,  butaawit  wnsnot.andtbat  there  was 
no  chmbing  up  to  the  top  of  it,  it  waa  ao 
smnnlh.    It  was  at  least  fifty  paces  raund. 

By  this  time  the  svin  was  ready  to  aet,  and 
Bil  of  a  sudden  the  sky  became  as  darli  aa 
if  it  had  been  covered  with  a  thick  clotid. 
I  was  much  astonished  at  this  audden  darlc- 
ness,  bnt  much  mure  when  I  found  it  (leea- 
■ioned  by  a  bird  of  a  monstroua  me,  Ifaat 
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CUM  AtIiw  tomrdi  me.  I  KiMmbered  a 
fowl,  called  roc,  that  1  had  ufieo  heard 
tnaraen  speik  of,  and  conceived  that  ihe 
gnat  bowl,  which  1  aoinuch  admired,  iiiusl 
IMCdlbe  iUfgg.  (n  Bhnrl,  the  bird  iiliKhled, 
and  *al  over  the  e^e  >u  hatch  it.  Ab  I 
perceived  her  comlne'.  i  crept  cluae  to  the 
en.  Kt  ^at  I  had  belure  me  one  of  tlie  tega 
«  m  tne  bird,  which  was  hh  big  as  the  trunk 
ofa  tree.  1  tied  myeelt'stronety  to  it  with 
Ifae  cioth  that  went  round  my  turban,  in 
bopea  that  nhen  the  roc*  flew  away  next 
IDominB.ahe  would  carry  nie  with  her  out 
of  this  desert  island.  And  after  havinr 
panedtbe  night  in  thu  conditi'in,  the  bird 
Mtualij  flew  away  next  morning,  aa  bihiii 
ma  it  waa  day,  and  carried  me  eu  high  that 
I  cmild  not  see  the  earth ;  ahe  alterwarda 
doKcuded  ell  of  asudden,  witii  so  much 
rapidity  that  I  lo^t  my  aeiUKs :  but  when 
tbe  roc  was  aetlled,  and  I  Ibuml  m)-seir 
upon  the  groimd,  1  apeedtly  untied  the 
koot,  ud  had  scarce  done  bo  triien  the 
bint,  baviDK  taken  up  a  eerpenl  of  a  mon- 
■tnnN  length  in  her  bill,  Hi-w  away.t 

The  ^ce  wl>ere  itleli  me  was  a  verr 
deep  rafiey,  eiio>mpaiued  on  all  sides  w^ 


when  1  compared  this 


•  Mmrco  P«Io,  in  hi.  TmwU,  and  Father 
IflHlini.  in  fail  HMorj  of  Cbiiu,  'pnik  uf  thii 
bird  ^kd  "  Rueh,"  uid  ny  it  .'in  Ukc  up  «> 

rifTiUnt  in-l  -  -'■' fW  aUi  Vinfrtlc^ 

toR»aindo'«CollwlionofVoyaF«,136<>.  The 
ctaibat  between  «g1n  (nd  FlephnnU  i<  td  be 
famd  1b  FUnv,  SoUnac,  and  Diodonu  SicalOK 

MVt. 

I  OfsniLiiiili  dnontcd  br  tagka,  ase  Maico 


Aa  I  walked  through  this  T&Uejr,  I  pei^ 
ceived  it  waa  strewed  with  diamonaa,aoa» 
of  wiiich  were  of  a  surprising  bi|ri)eaa.  I 
look  a  freat  deal  of  pleaaure  to  look  upoa 
itiem ;  Init  speedily  I  raw  at  ■  distance 
such  objects  as  very  much  dimltiithed  ntT 
f^atlsfaclton,  and  which  1  could  not  kxik 
upon  niUioul  terror ;  that  was,  a  great 
number  ol  serpent*,  so  big  and  so  Tonf, 
ihat  tlie  least  of  ttiem  was  capaUe  of  nnu- 
Inwin^  an  elenbant.  They  retired  in  llw 
ilny-time  to  liieir  dens,  where  they  hid 
iliemselvea  from  the  roc,  their  enemy,  and 
did  not  come  out  but  in  the  night-time. 

I  spent  the  day  io  walking  about  the 
valley,  resting  myself  at  limea  io  such 
^nccs   aa   I   thought   meet  commodkiua. 


Whci 


.ight  CI 


I,  In 


I  mieht  t 

h  ofit,  w 


lost  I  s: 


I  supped  on  part  of  my  provisions;  but  the 
serpents,  which  be^n  to  appear,  hissJDg 
about  in  the  mean  time,  put  me  into  such 
extreme  fear,  Ihatyou  may  easily  imagine 
I  did  not  sleep.  When  day  appeareaihe 
serpents  retired,  and  1  eame  out  of  the  cave 
trembling.  1  can  Justly  say,  that  I  walked 
a  bngtime  upon  diamonds,  withotit  feeliiv 
-~-  inclination  to  touch  any  oftbein.  At 
down,  and  notwithstanding  nj 
8,  not  hBvln°:  ahut  my  eyeailurinc 
the  night,  1  fell  asleep,  after  hiving  eaten 
a  little  more  of  my  provisions:  hut  1  liad 
scarre  shut  mj-  eyes,  wtien  aomelhing,  that 
fell  by  me  with  great  noise,  awaked  me. 
This  waRafrent  piere  offresh  meat;  and 
at  the  same  time  I  saw  serenl  othos  fall 
down  from  Ihe  rocks  in  different  places. 

I  always  looked  upon  it  to  be  a  fable, 
wbeo  1  heard  marioera  and  otbeiadiscourw 
of  the  valley  ordiainnads,and  of  theatra- 
taimt  made  use  of  hy  mmhante  W  frt 
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lewda  froip  thence ;  but  Ihen  I  Coand  it  ta 
M  true.  For,  in  reality,  those  roerchantk 
come  to  tlie  neighbourhood  of  this  vallej 
when  the  eogiea  have  roun^  ones,  ud 
throwing  great  iitintB  of  meat  inln  the  v»l- 
ley,  the  Jiamondg,  upoo  whose  poiiita  they 
fall,  sticic  to  them ;  the  eagles,  which  are 
■troiiger  in  this  country  than  any  where 
else,  pounce  with  great  force  upon  those 
piecea  of  meat,  and  carry  them  to  Iheir 
neala  upon  the  top  of  the  rocks,  to  feed 
their  young  with ;  at  which  time  the  mer- 
chant running  to  tlieir  neata,  frighten  the 
eaglea  by  their  noise,  and  take  away  the 
diaiDunda  that  stick  to  the  meaL*  And 
this  stratagem  they  make  use  of  to  ^t  the 
diamonds  out  of  the  valley,  which  is  sur- 
rounded with  such  precipicea  that  nobody 

I  believed  till  then  that  it  was  not  poasi- 
ble  for  me  to  get  outof  tliis  abyss,  wnich  I 
looked  upon  as  my  grave ;  out  then  i 
changed  my  mind,  lor  the  tailing  in  of 
those  pieces  of  meat  put  me  in  hopes  of  a  i 
way  of  saving  my  life. — Here  day  began 
to  appear,  which  obliged  Scheherazade  to 
break  off; 'but  she  went  on  with  it  next 
ni^t  M  followa : 


I  stole  hu>  [tiods.  You  will  trett  me,  re 
plied  1,  with  more  cinlity,  when  you  know 
tne  better.  Do  not  trouble  yourvdf ;  I  turg 
diamonda  enough  for  you  und  niyaelf  too, 
more  than  all  the  other  merchants  together. 


^  those  which  you  see  in  tliis  bag :  and 
!  having  spoken  these  words,  I  showed  Ihem 
'lohim.  i  had  scarce  dune  speaking-,  when 
I  the  other  merchants  came  trooping  abmit 
'  us,  much  astonished  to  see  me :  hut  they 
were  much  more  surorised  when  1  told 
them  my  story.  Yet  they  did  not  an  much 
'  admire  mystratagem  to aaveniyself,  as  mr 
.  courage  to  attempt  it. 
I  They  carried  me  to  the  place  where  they 
,  staidahtoeether,  and  there  havingopened 
I  my  bag,  they  were  aurpriaed  at  the  large- 
I  nesa  oT  my  diamonda,  and  contesxed  tKat 
in  all  the  courts  where  they  had  been  Utev 
never  saw  any  that  came  ntar  them.  1 
prayed  the  merchant  to  whom  the  nest  be- 
longed whither  I  was  carried  (for  everf 
merchant  had  hii  own)  to  take  aa  manv 
for  his  share  as  he  pleased.  He  contented 
himself  with  one,  and  that  too  the  least  of 
them;  and  when  I  pressed  him  t 


■POUKTH  NIGHT. 

Sir,  said  she  to  the  sultan,  Sindbad  con- 
tinued the  story  of  the  adventure  of  his 
second  voyage  thus :  I  began  to  gather  to- 
gether die  largest  diamonds  that  I  could 
•ee,  and  put  them  into  the  leathern  ba^  in 
which  I  used  to  carry  my  provisions.  I 
aAerwards  took  the  largest  piece  of  mead 
could  find,  lied  it  close  round  me  with  the 
cloth  of  my  turbnn,  and  then  Inid  myself 
upon  the  ground,  with  mr  face  down- 
ward, the  Mg  of  diamonds  being  lied  tiist 
to  my  sjrdle,  bo  that  it  could  not  possibly 

I  had  scarce  laid  me  down  beibre  the  ' 
eagles  came:  each  of  them  seized  a  piece 
of  meat,  and  one  of  the  strongest  having 
taken  me  up,  with  a  pi'        '' 


back,  c 
the 


Them. 


Ibeir  prey,  one  of  them 
iriiere  I  was.  He  waa  very  mucli  nfrnid 
when  he  saw  me ;  but  recYiveriite'  bioineir 
iuteadof  inquiring  howl  came  tliilher,  )>l- 
begm  to  quaml  witli  me.  and  n^kol  w>i) 

*  B(npbaniu^  In  a  trcatiM  on  the  twrlve 
itaiiB*  In  tba  Jewiih  hirh  print'*  brcut-plutc, 
tclb  a  liksMoryaTlhe  Jaciiilhi  in  the  AtmiU  of 
Scythla.    Marro  Paulo  pLvn  il  brjond  M>la- 

Bbb  alio  Bennmln  of  Tndclk,  who  Iravellrd 
batmm  IKD  aad  lITl-flUt; 


No,  said  he,  I  am  very  well  m 

this,  which  is  valuable  enough  to  atve  me 

I  the  trouble  of  making  any  more  tafnget, 
to  raise  as  great  a  fortune  aa  1  desire. 

[  spent  the  night  with  those  merehanla, 
to  whom  1  told  nw  story  a  second  time,  lor 
the  satisfaction  ol^ those  who  had  not  heard 
it.  J  could  not  mmlemte  my  Joy  when  I 
(bund  myself  delivered  from  the  dansvr  I 

'  have  mentioned :  I  Ihnn^blmvself  lobein 
a  dream,  sod  could  scarce  believe  myself 
to  be  out  of  danger. 

The  merchants  had  thrown  their  pdeees 
of  meat. into  the  valley  for  several  daya: 

,  and  each  of  them  being  salisRed  with  the 

'  diamonds  that  had  fiilen  to  his  lot,  we  left 
the  place  next  morning  nil  together,  and 
travelled  near  high  mountains,  where  then 
were  serpents  of  a  prodigious  length, 
which  we  had  the  eood  fortune  to  escape. 
We  took  the  first  port  we  came  at,  ud 
r.arae  to  the  isle  of  Roha,  where  the  tree* 
grow  that  yield  camphire.  This  tree  it  ao 
farge,  and  ita  branches  wi  thiek,  that  a  htn- 
ilred  men  may  easilv  sit  under  ita  shade. 
The  juice,  of  which  the  on  mphire  i*  made, 
runa  out  from  a  hole  bored  in  Uie  upper 
part  of  the  tree,  is  received  in  ■  vessel, 
where  it  enyvs  to  a  cnnsisti-ncy,  and  be- 
comes what  we  call  camphire:  and  the 
juice  tlius  drawn  out,  the  tn-e  withers  and 

There  is  in  this  Ulnnd  the  rhinoeeroe,  a 
creature  leas  than  the  elephant,  but  greater 
than  the  buffiib  ;  Ihev  hnve  a  horn  upon 
their  nose,  about  a  cubit  bnar;  this  bom 
is  solid,  and  cleft  in  the  iniddH  fiom  oM 
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end  to  the  other^and  there  it  upon  it  white 
finety  representiiu^  the  fi^re  of  a  man. 
The  rhimx^roe  fights  wiui  the  elephant, 
niiM  hia  horn  into  his  belly,  and  c«inries 
him  off  upon  his  head ;  but  the  bliKMl  and 
die  &t  of  tlie  elephant  running  into  his 
tftM^  MXki  making  him  Uind,  he  talh  to  the 
fround ;  and  tlien,  Htrance  to  relate,  tiie 
rec  comes  and  carries  tln^m  both  away  in 
her  clawa,  to  be  fixxl  i<)r  her  ]^'oung  ones. 
I  pjMs  over  many  oUier  tilings  peculiar 
to  tnia  island,  lest  I  should  lie  tniubletuHne 
to  you.  Here  I  exdiamred  some  of  my 
diamonds  for  good  merchandise.  From 
thence  we  went  to  other  isles ;  and  at  last, 
haviiig  touched  at  several  tradintr  towns 
of  tlie  main  land,  we  landed  at  Bnliu>ra. 
from  wlience  I  went  to  Bagdad.  Tiiere  1 
immediately  gave  irreat  alms  to  Uie  (MH)r, 
and  lived  honourably  ii|x>ii  tiie  vast  nches 
1  had  hroiiffht,  an<l  gained  with  no  much 
fiitigue.  ThuH  Sinduad  ended  Ow  story 
of  the  second  voyaee,  gave  Hindliad 
another  hun^ln^d  sec^uiuH,  and  invited  him 
to  eoine  next  day  to  hear  the  8tor>'  of  tlie 
third.  The  rest  of  tlie  guests  returned  to 
their  houses,  and  came  again  the  next  day 
at  the  aame  hour ;  and  one  may  be  sure 
the  porter  did  not  fail,  having  by  tliis  time 
almost  ibrgot  his  former  uoverty.  When 
dinner  was  over,  Sindbad  demanded  atten- 
tion,  and  gave  them  an  account  of  his 
third  voyage,  as  follows : 

Sindbad,  the  Sailor't  third  foyage. 

The  pleasures  of  the  life  which  I  then 
led  anon  made  roe  f<irget  the  riitknl  had  run 
in  my  two  f«»rmer  voyages:  but  being  tiien 
in  tJie  flower  of  my  agr,  I  grew  weary  of 
living  without  businew;  and  hardening 
njarlf  agaiant  tlie  tlioucht  of  anv  dnnsrer  1 
murht  incur,  I  went  fnmi  Uagda<l,  witfi  tiie 
It  commodities  of  tiie  country,  ^)  Bal- 
:  tliere  I  emisirked  again  witii  tiic 
.....fiianta.  We  made  a  long  voyage,  and 
toothed  at  aeveral  {mrts,  w*i^re  we  drove 
n  eomiiderablc  trade.  One  day,  being  out 
in  the  main  ocean,  we  were  attacke<l  by  a 
hnrriyc  tempest,  whicii  made  us  kwe  our 
eourv.  The  tempest  continued  several 
dafa^and  brought  us  before  the  port  of  an 
island,  where  the  captain  was  vrry  unwil- 
ling to  enter;  but  we  wi  re  oMieed  to  cast 
nnrhor  tliere.  Wiien  we  iiad  furlrd  our 
aaik,  the  rantain  t(»ld  us  tlint  tiiin  and  ?4>me 
otiier  neigh DOuriniT  i»«lnnd»»*  were  inhabited 
by  hairy  savagirs,  wImi  would  B|M'edily  at- 
tack us;  and  thonsrh  they  were  !iut  dwariSi, 
jet  oar  misfortune  was  such  liiat  we  must 
nnke  no  reaistance,  for  they  were  m«  >re  in 
mmnher  than  the  kieusta ;  and  if  we  hap- 
pened to  kill  one  of  them,  they  wou  d  ml 


fall  uj3on  us,  and  destroy  ua.-^Here  day  b^ 
ginning  to  appar,  Scheiierazade  broke  off 
her  Htory,  and  continued  it  next  night,  an 
follows: 


Ptolemy  pli 
~_  ciLimi 


the  UIoxm)  r>f  Satyrs,  in- 
to the  cMtward  of  the 
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Tills  discourse  of  the  captain.  Raid  Sind- 
bad, put  tiie  wiiole  company  into  a  great 
a>n>temation ;  and  we  found  very  aooo.  to 
our  C44t,  tiiat  wiiat  he  liad  told  us  was  but 
t<H)  true  :  an  innumerable  multitude  of 
frigiitful  savages,  covered  all  over  with  red 
iiair,  and  aixiut  two  fi*et  higii,*  camesyrinH 
iiiiiig  towards  us,  and  enconipnKsed  our 
siiip  in  a  little  time.  Tliey  spolce  to  ua  aa 
tiiey  cauR*  near,  but  we  understood  not 
tiieir  language ;  tiiey  climl)ed  up  tiie  sidea 
of  tiie  ship  with  so  much  agility  as  surprised 
us.  We  beiieki  all  this  witii  mortal  fear, 
witiiout  daring  to  oiler  to  defend  ouradvea, 
or  to  speak  one  word  to  divert  tiieni  fnim 
tiieir  misciiiev'ous  design.  In  sliort,they 
took  dotvn  our  sails,  cut 'the  cable,  and 
liaulcd  to  the  sliore,  made  ua  all  get  out, 
and  aAerwards  carried  the  ship  into 
anotlter  Lslawl,  fn>m  wiience  they  came. 
All  travellers  careful! v  avoided  that  island 
wlR'rc  tiiey  lef\  us,  it  being  very  dangerous 
to  stay  tiiere,  for  a  reason  you  sluiU  iiear 
anon;  but  we  were  forced  to  bear  our 
aiHiction  with  patience. 

We  went  forward  into  the  island,  wliere 
we  f<mnd  some  fruits  and  lierbs  to  prolong 
our  lives  as  kmg  as  we  could ;  but  we  ez« 
pected  notiiing hut  di*ath.  As  we  went  on. 
we  perceived  at  a  distance  a  great  pile  of 
builaing,  and  made  towards  it  We  found 
it  to  be  a  palace,  well  built,  and  v^rj  lof\y« 
with  a  crate  of  etionv  of  two  k;aves,  which 
we  thrust  open.  W'e  entered  the  court, 
where  we  saw  before  us  a  vast  apartment, 
with  a  porch,  laving  on  one  side  a  heapot 
roenVi  bcmes«  and  on  tiie  otiiera  vast  num« 
l>er  of  roast jntrstiita.  We  trembled  at  thii 
spectacle,  and  being  weary  with  travelling, 
mtr  l(*gs  failing  under  us,  we  fell  to  tne 
pound,  being  seired  with  deadly  fear,  and 
lav  a  lr>ng  time  motionless. 

Tiie  sun  waa  set,  and  wiiilst  we  were  in 
tiie  broentable  condition  just  mentioned, 
tiie  gate  of  the  apartment  opened  with  n 
great  noise,  and  there  came  out  the  iiorri- 
lile  figure  of  a  black  man,  as  high  aa  a  tall 
(wlm  tree.  He  had  but  one  eye,  and  that 
in  the  middle  of  iiis  forehead,  wiiere  it 
liioked  as  red  as  a  burning  coaL  Hia  fore- 
tettli  were  very  king  and  sharp,  and  stood 
out  «if  his  nniutii.  which  waa  aa  deep  aa 
that  of  a  horse ;  his  upper  lip  hung  down 
u|)on  his  breast ;  ids  eara  reaembled  thoae 


^  Tbnesre 

quk,12U;aad 


by  WflUaoi  ds  Robm 
tobai 


bim  in  his  BOartmenl  Ibr  his  supper ;  which    by,   that  maj  cany  us  out  of*  thiB^  i 

beiiigdone,herelumedtohis porch, where   idand;  but  if  it  happ 
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oTanetephsnt,*  Mid  covered  his  shouldera;  were  n(  this  mind  argued  with  the  rest  to 

■nd  hia  nails  were  as  lon^  and  crui>ked  as  follow  their  example :  upon  which  one  al 

die  tak>ii«  of  the  erealeBt  hirda.    At  ttie  the  company  Answered,  that  we  were  fbr- 

Kghl  of  an  frie-htfura  giant  we  lost  all  sense,  bidden  to  destroy  ourselves ;  but  allowing 

and  Irt  like  dead  men.t  it  to  be  lawful,  it  was  more  reuonable  to 

At  bst  we  came  to  ourselves,  and  saw  think  ofa  way  to  rid  ourselves  of  the  b*r- 

him  ailtiof  in  the  |)orch,  lookins  at  us.  bamus  tyrant  who  desired  ■>  cruel  k 

When  he  had  considered  us  welf,  he  ad-  death  for  us. 

ruiced  lowarda  us,  and  laying  his  hands  Havjngthouehtofaprojectfbrthatend, 

upon  me,  he  took  me  up  by  the  nape  of  my  I  communicated  the  same  to  off  comrades, 

neck,  and  turned  me  round  as  a  butcher  who  approved  it    Brethren,  said  I,  jrou 

would  do  a  aheep's  head.    Ader  having  knowthereisagrealdealoftimberfloatuif' 

viewed  me  well,  and  perceiving  me  to  he  upon  the  coast:  if  you  will  be  advised  Of 

•0  lean  that  I  had  nothing  but  skin  and  me,  let  us  make  several  floats  of  it  that 

Irane,  he  let  roe  go.    He  took  up  all  the  may  carry  us ;  and  when  tliey  are  d^e, 

rest,  one  by  one,  viewed  them  in  the  same  leave  them  there  till  we  ttiink  fit  to  make 

manner,  and  the  captain  being  the  fattest,  use  of  ihem.    In  the  mean  time  we  wilt 

be  held  him  with  one  hand,  as  I  would  do  execute  the   design  to   deliver  ourseJTca 

aaparrow,and  thrusting  a  spit  through  from  thegiant;  and  ifwesucceed,  wemar 

im,  kindled  a  great  fire,  roasted,  and  eat  stay  here  with  patience  till  someahippoai 

"  "    '  ■                   .  ■  .  L      .,    .            carry  us  out  of  this  utat 

„ , .         ,      .     -  -    t  happen  to  mineirrf,  we 

he  lav  and  fell  asleep,  snoring  louder  than  will  speedily  get  to  our  floa^  and  put  to 

thunder.    He  slept  thus  till  morning.   For  sea.    I  confess,  that  by  exposing  ouraelvn 

aur  parts,  it  was  nut  possible  tiir  us  to  enjoy  to  the  fury  of  the  waves,  we  run  a  riak  ef 

any  rest;  so  that  we  passed  the  night  in  ilie  losing  our  lives;  but  if  we  do,  ia  it  DM 

noalcniel  fcarthat  can  be  imagined.   Day  better  to  be  buried  in  the  sea,  than  in  the 

eeing   come,  the  giant  awaked,  got  up,  entrails  of  this  monster,  who  has  ilreadf 

went  out,  and  \eCi  us  in  the  palace.  devoured   two  of  us  ?     My  advice   waa 

Whenwethought  him  at  a  distance,  we  relished,  and  we  made  float*  capabfe  o4 

Moke  the  melancholy  silence  we  had  kept  carrying  three  persons  each. 

all  night,  and  every  one  grieving  more  We  relumed  to  the  palace  towarda  the 

than  another,  we  made  the  palace  resound  evenini^  aud  the  giant  arrived  a  little  whBe 

with  nur  comptainta  and  groans.  Though  after.    We  were   forced   to   conclude  OH 

tikere  were  a  great  many  of  us,  and  we  had  seeing  another  of  our  comrades  roaated. 

but  one  enemy,  we  had  not  at  first  the  But  at  last  we  reven^d  ourselves  on  the 

presence  of  mind  to  think  of  delivering  brutish  giant  thus :  ATler  he  had  nude  an 

ourselves  from  him  by  his  death.    This  end  of  nis  cursed  supper,  he  lay  down  oB 

enterprise,  however,  though  hard  to  put  in  his  back  and  lell  nsUi-p     As  xoon  as  we 

execution,  waa  the  only  design  we  ought  heard  him  snore,*  accurding  to  his  cuslon. 

naturally  to  have  formed.  nine  of  the  boldest  nmong  us,  and  mys^ 

We  thought  of  several  other  things,  but  took  each  of  us  ;i  epil,  and  putting  tlw 

determined  nothing;  sothatsubmitlingto  points  of  them  inio  the  fire  till  thev  woe 

what  it  should  please  God  to  order  con-  burning  hot,  we  thrusl  them  into  his  e;fe 

eeming  ua,  we  spent  the  day  in  running  all  at  once,  and   blinded  fiim.    The  pirn 

■bout  the  island  tor  fruit  and  herbs  to  sua-  occasioned  hiro  to  make  a  fri^htiul  etf, 

tain  our  livea.    When  eveninx  came,  we  and  to  get  up  and  strelrhout  his  haDds,n 

nht  foraplace  to  lie  in,  but  ^und  ootie:  order  to  sacrifice  some  of  i)$  to  his  rnge; 

Bt  we  were  forced,  whether  we  would  but  we  ran  to  such  places  as  he  coukl  not 

or  ttot,  to  return  to  the  palace.  find  us ;  and  afUr  having  sought  for  ua  in 

The  giant  failed  not  to  comeback,  and  vain,  he  groped  for  the  gate,  aud  went  oot, 
■npped  once  more  upon  one  of  our  com-  howling  dreadfully. — Scheherazade  aloiy- 
jMowna ;  afW  which  he  slept,  and  snored  ped  here,  but  next  night  resumed  ber  Moir 
tin  day,  aud  then  went  out,  and  left  us  as  thus : 
formerly.     Our  conilition  was  so  very  ter- 
rible, tlit  several  of  my  comrades  designed                             

to  throw  themselves  into  the  sea,  rather  bfstbktv  arrrra  mntvr 

thandieaostrvigeadeath;  and  those  who  8EVKNTT-SIXTH  SIGHT. 

We  went  out  of  the  palace  after  the 

•  The  lcii«.«w«d  ptafie,  manliancd  hr  Stnibo  fiiaDt,  continued  Sindbad,  and  came  to  the 

■ad  Pliny,  viL  2 ;  nod  Muiden'a  HMory  ti  shore,  where  we  had  left  OUT  floats,  and 

ftnnatra,  p.  il—Ode.  put  them  immediatdv  into  the  aea.    We 

-t  Without  going  hack  to  (be  Cyclon  in  the  waited  till  dav,  in  onier  to  jret  upon  tbeuu 

■Uh book grihsOdjMey  Sir Jol^i^uidevilla  ■"                        6         »~-  —— • 

willii»ntlhnichon»«y«i)giu4iincnN  of  the  •  It  would  nan  Iha  AnUu  utlnr  hu^kM 

■■dianfdaBd&-a>J«.  Ihb  11017  froioHomsrtOdyway. 
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m  cue  the  fiant  esme  towsrafl  ub  with  uif 
nideofhia  own  species;  but  we  hoped  if 
M  did  not  appear  hj  aun-risine',  and  gave 
OTCT  his  howling,  which  weBlitrhcard,  Itmt 
be  would  die;  xnd  iflhet  Impj^encd  to  be 
the  case,  we  resolved  to  ntny  in  thai  ialani), 
*nd  not  fo  Halt  i«ir  lives  upon  the  Hoats; 
but  dny  had  scnrcc  appeared,  n-iien  we 
patavtA  our  cruel  enemy,  Bccompanied 
irith  two  olliers  almost  of  the  same  sir.e, 
leading  him,  and  a  ^reat  number  more 
Gomin^herore  him  with  a  very  quick  pice. 

When  we  saw  thi»,  we  made  no  delay. 
but  got  immeilialelv  upim  nnr  floats,  and 
rowed  offfrom  the  shore.  The  giants,  who 
perceived  this,  look  up  great  atoneti,  and 
runninf  to  the  shore,  entered  the  water  up 
tn  the  middle,  anil  threw  so  exactly,  that 
thev  sunk  nil  the  floats  hut  that  I  was  upon, 
ana  all  my  companion*,  except  the  two 
with  roe,  were  drowned.  We  rowed  with 
all  our  might,  and  got  out  of  (he  reach  of 
the  giants:  hut  when  we  ^I  nut  to  sea, 
«te  were  exponed  to  the  mercy  of  the  waves 
and  winds,  and  tnswd  ahuut,  sometimes 
on  one  aide,  and  sometimes  on  another, 
and  spent  that  ni^htand  the  following  day 
under  a  cruel  uncertainly  ns  to  our  fate ; 
bot  next  morning  we  had  the  ?r)o<l  lurk  to 
be  thrown  upon  an  island,  wlicre  we  landed 
Tith  much  jny.  We  iiiund  excellent  fruit 
there,  that  gave  uh  trreat  relief,  si  that  wc 
pretty  well  rcrnvered  our  strength. 

Intheevenin^rwe  fell  asleep  on  the  hank 
of  the  sea,  hut  were  an-aked  by  the  iioiae 
ofa  serpent  as  Ume  as  n  palm  tree,  whose 
•calea  made  a  ruslling  a»  he  crept  along. 
He  twaltnwed  up  one  of  m^  comrades, 
notwithstanding  his  Inud  cnes,  and  the 
eflbrts  he  made  to  rid  himself  of  the  ser- 
pent; which,  shaking  him  several  times 
•gaimt  the  ground,  cnished  him ;  and  we 
could  hear  him  gnaw  and  tear  the  poor 
wretch's  boDcs,  when  we  hid  fled  a  great 
dirtaoce  from  bun.    Next  day  we  san  '*  - 


serpent  again,  to  our  great  terror;  whenl 
cried  out,  O  Heaven,  to  what  dangers  or* 
we  expiMed  !  We  rejoiced  yesterday  at 
our  havi^ig  escaped  I'mm  the  cruelty  of  a 
giant  and  the  rage  of  t)ie  waves,  and  now 
arc  we  fallen  into  another  danger  altogether 
ns  terrible. 

As  we  walked  about  we  saw  a  large  tall 
tree,  upon  which  we  designed  to  pass  the 
following  night,  for  our  security  ;  and 
having  satiijRed  our  hunger,  we  mounted 
it  accordingly-.  A  liillc  while  after  the  ser- 
pent camelusung  to  the  root  of  the  tree, 
raised  ittclfup  against  Uie  trunk  of  it,  and 
meeting  with  niy  ciinirade,  who  sat  lower 
tlian  I,  swallowed  bim  at  once,  and  went 
off. 

I  staid  upon  the  free  till  it  was  dav,  and 
then  came  down,  more  hke  a  dead  man 
iban  one  alive,  expecting  the  same  fate 
witti  my  two  companions.  This  filled  me 
with  borrt)r,  so  that  I  was  going  lo  throw 
myselfuito  ilie  sea;  but  nature  prompting 
na  to  a  desire  to  live  as  long  as  we  can,  I 
withstood  this  temptation  to  despair,  and 
submitted  myself  tn  the  will  af  God,  wbo 
dlsptnes  of  our  lives  at  bis  plensure. 

In  the  mean  time  I  ^thered  ti>gether  a 
grcnt  qunnllty  of  small  wood,  bramUet, 
and  dry  tluirns,  and  making  tlieni  up  into 
faegots,  made  a  great  circle  with  them 
round  the  tree,  ami  also  lied  some  of  them 
to  the  branches  over  my  liead.  Having 
done  this,  when  the  evening  came  I  t4iut 
myself  up  within  this  circle,  with  thia 
melancholy  piect;  ofsalisTaction.  that  I  had 
neglected  nothing  which  could  preserve 
me  from  iliecrueldestiny  with  which  I  was 
threatened.  Tlie  serpent  (ailed  not  to 
come  at  the  usual  hour,  and  went  round 
the  tree,  seeking  for  an  opportunity  to  de- 
vour  me,  but  was  prevented  by  the  ram- 
part I  had  made ;  so  that  he  lay  till  day 
like  a  cat  watching  in  vain  for  a  monae 
that    has  retired  to  a    place  of  ntetj. 
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When  day  appeared  he  retired,  but  I  dared  tunity  to  employ  myself,  because  I  hatea 

not  leave  my  fort  until  the  sun  arose.  to  be  idle. 

I  was  &tigued  with  the  toil  he  had  put  The  cleric  of  the  ship  took  an  account  of 

me  to,  and  suflfered  so  much  by  hispoiaon-  all  the  bales,  with  the  names  of  the  mer- 

ous breath,  that  death  seemed  more  eli^ble  chants  to  whom  they  belonged :  and  when 

to  me  than  the  horror  of  such  a  condition,  he  asked  the  captain  in  whose  name  be 

t  came  down  from  the  tree,  and  not  think-  should  enter  those  he  gave  me  the  chaise 

iag  on  the  resignation  I  had  made  to  Uie  o^  Enter  them,  said  the  captain,  in  the 

wul  of  God  the  preceding  day,  I  ran  to-  name  of  Sindbad  the  sailor.    I  could  not 

wards  the  sea,  with  a  design  to  throw  my-  hear  myself  named  without  some  emotion: 

•elf  into  it  headlong. — Here  Scheherazade  and  kwking  steadfastly  at  the  captain,  I 

stopt,  because  day  appeared ;  and  next  knew  him  to  be  the  person  who,  in  my 

nignt  continued  her  stoiy  thus:  second  v^rage,  had  left  me  in  the  island 

where  I  feU  asleep  by  a  brook,  and  set  sa3 

— .<——  without  me,  or  sending  to  see  for  me :  but 

I  could  not  remember  nim  at  first,  he  wai 

SETBNTT-SETENTH  NIGHT.  SO  much  altereJ  since  I  saw  him. 

Sindbad 
voyage 

sion  on  my  dwperate  state ;  lor  tust  as  1  ^^anT's  nime  to'Wljom  these'  bales  belong- 

was  ^ii«  to  throw  myseU"  mto  Ae  sea,  I  ^d,  Sindbad  ?-Ye8,  repUed  he:  that  wia 

perceived  a  ship  at  a  considerable  distance.  ^  „._g .  u-  came  fromBasdad  and  em- 

I  called  as  loud  as  I  could,  and  takjng  the  barked  on'  board  my  ship  atfiabcia.    One 

fef  ^m^kJIJ?/^  tPM  'kJ^^  <^r,  when  we  lanfed  at  an  island  to  take 

^  3^\rT?J^'^I''^     ■     1  ***"  in  water  and  other  refreshments,  I  know 

!^»i.-  !f *  .°i  l^f  k'1  K^'f  r*"^  "If'  no*  l>y  what  mistake,  I  set  sail  without  ob- 

and  the  captwn  sent  his  boat  for  me.    As  ggrviig  that  he  did  nit  re-embark  wth  nt ; 

S?2i^  fl    iPj  "^r  *"«  merehants  and  ^jther  I  nor  the  merchanto  perceived  it 

!f;^."  Ji^^'ML'^"!'  T  *°  jf  "T  ^?^  I  tiU  four  •><>««  after-    We  had  (Ke  wind  in 

SJu^kf f^f  fnfiT'.' k!?  n '  "-"I  A '  Y^  ow  Stem,  and  so  fresh  a  gale,  that  it  was 

toU  them  of  all  that  befell  me,  the  oldest  of  ^i  then  possible  for  us  to  uik  about  ibr 

teS-l.*^""?' .  W'l. *Th'? •  V"?  him.-Yo^Ueve  him  then  to  be  dead? 

Iw'ikl"'*  ^"^  *^kL*i'*''*'^  '"  *!""*  "'""^'  said  I.-Certainly,  answered  he.-No,  «p- 

S*iiS^^  were  cannibals,  and  eat  men  raw  tain,  said  I ;  Io6t  upon  me,  and  you  miy 

fK.r.'^3!  iTt'li'  ""'•  *"  ^  *k  *  serpents,  ^n^^  that  I  am  SindW,  wllom  you  leR  ih 

fSf'^ifil^.K'  ^t^A^^  "^T  *^"n:?«n«'  '3  that  desert  island.    I  fell  asleep  by  a  brook, 

S™.  iii-i^*! VM^T^i A*  f^  ''■"''  ?"•*  and  when  I  awaked,  I  found  ^1  the  com! 

JffiTl  f^L^t^^  ?^''*-    ^^^  ''"'""^  **^  pany  gone.    At  the^  words  the  caotain 

H^^l™  .Ki7KS!..S.^  '^ffl''£,T  f"l"^  lookel Steadfastly  upon  me.-Here  Scho- 

thP^7^  M™'^„'i*r.'''*Jf?n"'^'^^'''  herazade  perceiving  day,  broke  off  her 

Jhffi™o?ii1^,'i1  **"*  captain,  seeing  gtory,  and  iext  darresumJd  it  thus: 
that  I  was  all  in  rags,  was  so  generous  as  to 

give  me  one  of  his  own  suits.    We  were  at  _^ 

■ea   for  some  time,  touched  at  several 

islands,  and  at  last  landed  on  that  of  Sala-  SEVENTY-EIGHTH  NTGHT. 

rf*'JL''!'*'L  ^^^  i^"^"'''  \a?''<^"'.'  *  T!?**  The  en  plain,  continued  Sindbad,  having 

IjTni'i*  '"  P'-ys'"-    We  entered  the  considered   me  attentively,  knew  meTt 

??!!;.!  iL^"*.*"  *V"i''*l?''--  ^ ''«,'"«.'■-  last,erabracedme,an.lsaiJ,Go.l  be  praised 

«l^o,  .-r.!fi"  ^      i^  "it"  ^"",''''  '"  that  fortune  has  supplied  niv  defect.  There 

m^.;  rlf  K      '^^f''.""^*  **•«.■"•    'n  ^^  are  your  ?oo<1h,  wfilcli  I  ofways  took  care 

Sli  r1  .t'  ♦\«,<'»P'«'"  <=»'"«  ♦",  "je*  ""/  to  preserve,  and  to  make  the  best  of  them 

SI,'  Srri'l'i.  ''''*'  ''"^''  parcel  of  g,vjds  ^^  ^           '„t  ,^1,^^^  ,  touched.    I  restore 

S™.?^i^r^  k,^  a  merchant,  ivho  sailed  „,p^  t,,^      ^jt,,  j^e  profit  I  have  made 

5i?H  IT'  L  .  "^i"'""'"^-'.?"'' ''?  ^'H^  of  them.    I  tm)k  them  from  him,  and  at  the 

W»J!.  -  f  l^  ^'"'^PT  "' /'r"™  ^Z  """  same  time  acknowledged  how  much  I  owed 

benent  ot  his  heire,  when  l  know  them.  ^,  j,:^                       * 

2!ltn^fi*1hl??J!''l-*"'{!^""''i^'='{Jr'''^"''  From  the  isle  of  Salabat  we  went  to 

S^^,^  I  h^nl^  '.^    said,  There  are  ,„„ther,  where  I  furnished  myself  with 

Z.n  ?w  '.„H  „^.  T  ii^^i"  ^H  ?"*  i?  cloves,  cinnamon,  and  other  spick  As  we 

ftLte  M^  .C  hi  il™'""'  '^'^'^'^  sailed  from  that  island  we  skw  a  tortoiae 

I  thanked  him  that  he  gave  me  an  oppor-  ^^  ^^  j^^^j     ^^yts  in  length  and 

. -r.    -t^.    f^.           i..^  ..     .            .  breadth.*    We  oDserved  also  a  fiui  which 
*  PosBiUy  Timor,  which  LinncholeD  cele- 

bratotfor |«s  woods ud  wildernewM of  aiudcn.  .  EUian,  Hirt.  An.  xvi.  16. dccribes tottoisea 

PcfcbM  r%riin«,  iL  p.  1784.-HA.  fifteen  cubits  long,  the  shells  »g  eaough  to 
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I« 


Aokcd  like  k  cow,  ami  nve  milk.*  and  ill 
ririn  in  BO  harJ  that  tlicy  umially  make 
bucktcn  or  iL  I  anw  aniithtr  trliirh  hail 
the  iihaiveaiiJcohiiirof  acamcl.t  In  ahnrt, 
after  a  bins  ntjtgv,  I  arrin-il  al  Bulwira, 
and  from  tlience  returnfil  to  the  cily  of 
Bwcdid,  u'ith  to  much  richer  that  I  kitrw 
■ot  wtiat  I  had.  I  f^vt  a  em-ii  deal  to 
tbe  rmiir,  ami  h<>iiK)it  anothir  pr^i  esUW 
ID  ailditti'n  t»  what  I  hail  alreaily. 

ThuM  Simlhad  luui>liPil  the  liintiirT  of  liia 
third  vtivnKc ;  eave  nnolhrr  huntfrpd  w- 
quin*  tn^It[iilKid.  and  iiivileJ  him  in  din- 
ner arain  arxt  tlay,  to  liear  t)ie  alorv  of 
hb  Siunh  vnyn^.  Hindhad  and  Ihe  cum- 
pany  nrtin-d,  and  uril  dnv,  whtn  th.'v  n-- 
turmd,  Sindliad,  aller  dmncr,  cuniiniicd  j 
tbe  (Utry  i>riiii  adveatures.  ^  j 

Si»Jbad,  (Ac  Saibir'^/imrth  Voyajr*. 

Thei)lt'a<>iiiv,Kaid  he.aiirl  thedivi-rliw- 
BCOta  I  ti)i>k  after  my  third  viiyasf,  had 
BOt  charma  emni^  lo  divrrt  nte  fnim 
UMher.  1  vaa  asain  prevailed  it|Ma  hy 
my  pantiun  fur  trvtlir,  and  curioxily  In  nee 
mem  thinr*.  I  ihrrcfiire  icttled  my  atTitim, 
and  havinii  pruvided  a  stuck  nf  Knod*  til 
bt  the  place*  where  1  de«iened  to  trade,  1 
•cl  out  on  my  jiNirney.  I  took  Ihe  way  nf 
I^raia,  nf  which  I  Irtvellci]  iivrr  sereml  ' 
pmvinceft,  anil  titrn  arrived  at  a  port, 
wbrre  I embarkeil.  Wc«eliiail,aiidii!<vinL'' 
loached  at  aeveral  pnrlii  iif  the  main  land. 
aadaofnenTihee.-KriTn  i^ilanda.  ht  put  mil 
lo  pea,  and  wtr  nviTlnken  by  mirh  n  Fiid- 
den  eiiM  nfwilnl  b«  iililieed  the  ra[ilain  In 
far!  hi*  miIi,  and  tu  lake  all  olher  ncremary 
ilaneer  Ihal 


preeauliniM  tu  iin-vcnl  the 
ihreaieneil  iw;  Ihii  all  was 
cihlcav(iur«  lad  no  i-rTeei.  itie  onik  were  ' 
lorn  ina  thnirand  i>ii-i'i'>i,  anillhr«lii|i  wan  ' 
airandnl :  *■)  th'it  a  ir>'''at  many  of  tlie  { 
Bierchantii and  M;nman  were drowoed, and  ' 
the  carifo  km.  ' 

Scliehen: 


Next  mnrninfTj  aa  aoon  a*  the  auo  wia 
lip,  we  walki'd  Imm  the  hIkhv,  and  ad- 
vancing' into  Ihe  iHlnml,  naw  iii>me  hnuaea, 
tn  which  w?  went ;  and  aa  aoon  m  we 
came  tiiither  we  were  encompaaaed  by  a 
im-al  number  nf  blacka,  wlio  neiwd  ui, 
Hhared  us  amnn^  them,  aarl  carried  ut  tn 
iheir  reaper  tive  nn  hi  Li  lions.* 

I,  and  livi'  of  my  ciimindeB,  were  carried 
tn  one  place:  they  made  us  nit  dnwn  im- 
mrdiniely,  and  fave  us  a  certain  hrrb, 
which  ihey  made  NgnK  lo  u»  lu  eti.  My 
cnmradea  not  inking^  notice  thai  llie  hiacka 
eat  none  Iliemwlven,  cooaulied  onlv  the 
Mtisliiii^of  Iheirnwn  huneiT,  aiwl  frll  In 
ealin^  with  lErreedinrsH:  but  I,  atiKprctin/^ 
tome  Irick,  wnuU  not  in  much  aw  lane  it, 
which  hnpiN'ni'il  well  lor  me;  fur  in  a  hitle 
time  aficr  I  iMTreived  my  cnnipanioiia  had 
kwt  Iheir  aeiinea.  and  ihnt  when  Ihey  spoke 
to  me  Ihey  kn<*w  not  what  Ihe' 

The  blacks  fol  ua  allei 
prepared  wilh  oil  of  cocoa-outa;  and  my 
comrade",  who  had  lonltbeir  reaion,eator 
it  ^rei'dilv,  I  eal  of  it  alxo,  but  very  upa- 
rinjcly.  The  blnckx  gave  ua  Itiat  tierb  at 
firat  on  niirpoae  to  deprive  ua  of  our 
aenaeit,t  tlint  we  mi^lit  no!  be  aware  of  the 
aad  di'iliny  prepared   for  ua ;    aod  they 

eve  III  rice  nn  purpoae  to  fatten  ua;  for, 
inf!  cinnibalit,  tlnirdeiiKa  waa  toeil  ui 
a«  RiMin  ai  we  grew  fat.  They  did  acoor* 
dinelv  cat  my  comradea,  who  were  not 
■cnuiiir  nf  tlH-ir  cnnditiim :  but  my  lenm 
Wine  eiitiri',  ynu  ainy  eiaily  frucxa,  eenile- 
mcn,  that  iiiincad  oreniwinr  fat,  aa  ihe 
rest  did,  I  grew  leaner  every  day,  Tlie 
fear  nf  death  under  which  I  laboured, 
lurn.'d  all  my  f.>i»l  inin  ,>»i.iin.  ]  fell  into 
lini;  distemper,  which  prnved 
;  lor  the  bhi.'ks.  having  kilk-d 


Ihey (mid. 
ranli  with  ri 


8EVESTV.VINTH  .MGIIT. 
I  mo  Ihe  ethmI  f^irtune,  eonlinued  Sind' 
had.  with  ii'veral  i>l'  IIh-  merrhaniA  arul 
Bnrinem.  Itiart  n  phnk.  anrl  ivewer<>  car- 
ried hy  Ihe  rum-ni  tn  nn  itkind  which  lay 
befiire  ua ;  there  we  r>imd  fruil  and  Hprrn^- 
walrr,  wlnrh  pn-wrveil  our  livi'n,  \\  e 
Maid  all  nijrht  near  ihe  place  where  theiwa 
nil  ua  a^horr,  wiihnut  cnniulline  what 
^  ■famikl  do,  our  miaAirtune  had  diapi  riled 


deai^n,  called  In  mr  an  loud  ai  fie  could  to 
return  {  but  iimlead  of  obr^ing  bim,  I  re- 
doubled my  pace,  and  quickly  pit  out  nt 
ngtil.  Al  ihat  lime  Ilirrc  waa  none  but 
tlie  old  man  ibinil  the  houMa,  tlie  re*t 
beinir  abroad,  and  not  lo  come  hone  till 

*  III  (he  ira  uf  Andunu^  nr  Uy  of  BriuaL 
Ihe  MiIhtu-Uii  Utirltrrm,  in  Ihc  nialh  aa- 
lury,  mriitinii  arcTn  ruinilmla.  Pinlony  placa* 
Ihrm  in  lb«  ■UK  lay  la  Ibc  Niubw  Uaod.— 

I /Mr 

I  t  The  lutdi  nf  HiiBMr'i  OdyMey,  Ilia  rMnil- 
utinr  ''•rcd"»f  liumilra,  mtnlknigdbvDkvlA 
l»;  ;  aod  Ox  hf-'^  ■— '  • '  -  -'■       ~ 
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Dugh  topur)tueme,t  wenton 

till  niflit,  when  1  slopped  to  rest  a  little. 
and  to  eat  Mme  of  the  provislone  I  had 
taken  care  of;  but  1  flpeeditr  set  forward 
it^in,  and  travelled  seven  days,  avradia? 
tho«e  places  which  seemed  to  be  inhabited, 
and  lived  for  the  most  part  upon  cocoa- 
nuta,  which  served  me  both  for  meat  and 
drink.  On  the  eighth  day  I  came  near  the 
iWB,  and  Mw  all  of  a  sudden  white  people 
like  myaeir  catheriof  jDepper,*  of  which 
there  was  great  ptentj- in  that  place.  This 
1  toc^  tn  be  Bgnod  omen,  and  went  to  them 
witliout  anj  scruple.— Scheherazade  broke 
off  here,  and  went  on  with  the  stoiy  next 
night,  as  follows : 


EIGHTIETH  NIGHT. 
The  people  who  gathered  pepper,  con- 
tinued Sinahad,  came  to  meet  roe  as  soon 
as  they  saw  me,  and  asked  me,  in  Arabic, 
who  I  was,  and  whence  I  came.  I  was 
overjoyed  lo  hear  them  speak  in  tny_  own 
language,  and  c^tied  their  curiosity  by 
giving  them  an  account  of  my  shipwreck, 
and  how  I  lefl  into  the  hands  of  the  blacks. 
ThuM  Madis,  replied  Ihey,  eat  men ;  and 
hv  what  miracle  did  vou  escape  their  cru- 
ellT.'  I  told  them  the  sane  story  I  "ow 
lell  you,  at  which  they  were  woiderfully 

I  staid  with  them  till  they  had  g^hered 
llieir  ciuantity  of  pepper,  and  then  sailed 
with  them  to  the  i^nd  from  whence  they 
dtrne.  They  preaenied  me  to  their  king, 
who  was  a  good  prince.  He  had  the  pa- 
tienM  to  hear  the  relatioa  of  my  adven- 
ture*, which  surprised  him-;  sod  he  aAer- 

*  Sands  iduub  sad  Sumatn.  producs  pUoty 


satisfactioa. 


warda  gave  me  clothes,  and 
care  lo  be  taken  of  me. 

The  island  was  very  well  peopled,  ploK 
tiful  in  every  thing',  end  the  capitml  ma 
a  place  of  great  trade.  This  agreeable  re- 
treat was  very  comfortable  to  me  after  107 
misfortune,  and  the  kindness  of  this  gene- 
prince  towards  me  completed  my 
-''--  '-  word,  there  vn»  not  k 
person  more  m  lavour  with  him  than  m^ 
self;  and.  by  consequence,  every  max  in 
courtand  city  sought  toobligeme;  aotbsl 
in  a  very  little  time  1  was  kx>ked  upcw 
rsther  as  a  native  than  a  straneer. 

I  observed  one  thing  which  to  toe  ai>> 
peared  vei^  extraordinary.  Allthepeopfe, 
the  king  himself  not  excepted,  rode  tnev 
horses  without  bridle  or  stirrups.  This 
made  me  one  day  take  the  liberty  to  ask 
the  king  how  that  came  tcf  pas*.  Ha 
msjesty  answered,  that  1  talked  tn  hioi  ol 
things  which  nobody  knew  the  me  of  m 

I  went  immediately  to  a  workman,  and 
gave  him  a  model  for  making  the  stock  of 
a  saddle.  When  that  was  done,  I  ccvcml 
It  myself  with  velvet  and  leather,  and  em- 
broidered it  with  ?old.  1  alter  wards  went 
to  a  locksmith,  who  made  nie  a  bridle  ae- 
coriiing  to  the  pattern  I  showed  him,  aitd 
tht^n  he  made  me  also  some  stirrupa.  When 
t  had  all  thin^  completed.  1  prescDttd 
them  to  the  king,  and  put  them  upon  noa 
ofhishotaea.  Mis  msjesty  mounted  imtne- 
dialely,  and  was  so  pleaxed  with  tben, 
that  he  testified  his  satisfaction  by  larg« 
presents  to  me.  1  could  not  avoid  making 
several  others  for  his  ministers  and  pri»> 
cipal  officers  of  his  household,  who  all  of 
___j_  -ie  presents  that  enriched  nw 
;.  [  also  made  for  the  people 
of  best  quniity  in  the  ctiy,  which  gained 

egreatreputatiooond  regard. 

As  1  made  my  court  very  cool, 
the  loDf  te  jMid  to  me  one  da^t  t 
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I  love  thee ;  and  all  my  subjects  who  know 
thee  treat  thee  according  to  my  exami^le. 
I  have  one  thing  to  demand  of  tliee,  wliich 
thou  must  grant — Sir,  answered  I,  there 
m  nothing  but  what  I  will  do,  as  a  mark  of 
my  obedience  to  your  majesty,  whose 
power  over  me  is  absolute. — ihave  a  mind 
thou  shouldst  marry,  replied  he,  that  so 
thou  mayst  stay  in  my  doininiun,  and  Uiink 
DO  more  of  thy  own  country. — 1  dared  not 
resist  the  prince's  will,  and  so  he  JT^ve  me 
one  of  the  ladies  fifhis  court,  a  noble,  beau- 
tiful, chaste,  and  rich  lady.  The  cerenun 
nies  of  marriage  being  over,  I  went  and 
dwelt  with  the  bdy,  and  for  some  time  we 
lived  together  in  pertt-ct  harmony.  I  was 
not,  however,  very  well  satisfied  with  my 
condition,  and  tlierefiire  designed  to  make 
my  escape  on  the  first  t>ccHsi(m,  and  tc) 
return  to  Bagdad,  which  my  present  set- 
tlement, how  advantageous  soever,  could 
not  make  me  f(»rgeu 

While  I  was  thinkinsron  this,  the  wife  of 
one  of  mv  neigh  liours,  with  whom  I  had 
contracted  a  very  strict  friendship,  fell  sick, 
and  died.  I  went  to  see  and  comfort  him 
in  his  affliction,  and  finding  him  swallowed 
up  widi  sorrow,  1  said  to  him  as  soon  as  I 
MW  him.  Gkn)  preserve  you  anil  grant  you 
a  long:  life. — Alas !  replied  he,  how  do  you 
thinkl  should  obtain  that  favour  you  wish 
ne  ?  I  have  not  above  an  hour  to  live. — 
Pray,  said  I,  do  not  entertain  such  a  melan- 
ehnly  thought ;  I  hope  it  will  not  be  so, 
but  that  I  shall  enjoy  your  company  for 
wtmnf  years. — I  wish  vou,  said  he,  a  long 
Kflb:  but  for  me^  my  (lays  are  at  an  end, 
for  I  must  be  buried  this  day  with  my  wife.* 
This  is  a  law  which  our  anc^st^irs  es- 
tablnhed  in  this  island,  and  always  ob- 
served  it  inviolably.  The  living  husband 
is  interred  with  tlie  dead  wile,  and  the 
living  wife  witli  the  dead  husband.  Nothing 
ean  save  me ;  every  one  must  submit  to 
this  law. 

While  he  was  eiitertainins:  me  with  an 
Recount  of  this  barban>us  custom,  thn  vorv 
hearing  of  which  tri^^'hted  me  cruelly,  Ins 
kindred,  friends  and  iieiL^hltours  came  in 
a  body  to  assint  at  the  funerals.  They 
put  on  the  cor|VM*  the  woinaii'M  riclieNt 
ftpparel,  as  if  it  had  Imvu  her  wcddinsr-day, 
Rnd  dressed  her  with  nil  her  jt^wels;  then 
they  put  her  into  an  o(>i>n  coffin,  :ind  lifiin? 
it  up,  benn  their  iiuirch  to  liir  place  of 
bunal.  The  husband  walked  at  the  head 
of  the  company,  and  jollowed  the  corjwe. 
They  went  up  to  a  hiirh  nuuintain,  and 
when  they  came  thither,  took  up  a  great 
Blone,  which  covered  the  mouth  of  a  verv 
deep  pit,  and  let  down  tlie  ciirpse,  with  all 

*  Manflcvillc  mentions  Uie  buryin?  tho  wives 
ative  irtlh  the  dead  husband,  in  the  island  of 
Calaaack ;  and  Jerom,  the  husband  with  the 
wives  inScythia.— Anfe. 


its  apparel  and  jewels.  Then  the  husband, 
embracing  his  kindred  and  friends,  sufferea 
himself  uxbe  put  into  another  open  coffin 
without  resistance,  with  a  pot  of  water, 
and  seven  little  Umvcs,  and  was  let  down 
in  the  same  manner  at  they  let  downh^ 
wife.  Tlie  mountain  waa  pretty  long,  and 
reached  to  the  sea.  The  ceremony  oeing 
over,  tiiey  covered  the  hole  again  with  the 
stone^  and  returned. 

ft  19  needless,  gentlemen,  fc)r  me  to  tell 
you  that  I  was  the  only  melancholy  spec- 
tator of  this  funeral,  whereas  the  rest  were 
scarc<Hy  moved  at  it,  the  practice  was  so 
customary  to  tliem.  I  could  not  forbear 
speakinp^  my  tlioughts  of  this  matter  to  the 
king :  Sir,  said  1, 1  cannot  but  wonder  at 
the  strange  custom  in  this  country,  of 
burying  the  living  witli  the  dead.  1  nave 
been  a  great  traveller,  and  seen  many 
countrteH,  but  never  heard  of  so  cruel  a 
law. — What  do  you  mean.  Sindbad  ?  said 
the  king :  it  is  a  common  law.  I  shall  be 
interre«l  with  the  queen,  my  wife,  if  she  die 
lirst — But,  sir,  Baiil  I,  may  I  presume  to 
ask  your  majesty,  if  strangers  oe  obliged 
to  olMerve  tins  law  ^ — Without  doubt,  re- 
plied the  kiug,  (smiling  at  the  occasion  of 
my  question^  tiicy  are  not  exempted,  it 
they  be  married  in  this  island. 

I  went  home  very  melancholy  at  this 
answer ;  for  the  fear  of  my  wife's  dying 
first,  and  that  I  sIkuiUI  be  interred  alive 
witli  hcr,(H':casioned  me  very  mortifying  re- 
flections. But  tliere  was  m>  remcily;  I  must 
have  patience,  and  submit  to  tlie  will  ok 
God.  I  trembled,  however,  at  every  little 
indisposition  of  my  wite :  hut  alas !  in  a 
little  time  my  fears  Cnime  uptm  me  all  at 
once,  for  slie  fell  sick,  and  died  in  a  few 
days. 

Scheherazade  stopt  here  for  that  time, 
and  resumed  tlie  tliread  of  her  story  next 
night  thus : 


EIGHTV-PIRST  NIGHT. 

You  may  judge  at  my  sorrow,  cimtiniied 
Sindbad ;  to  Ik*  interred  aUve,  seemed  Ui 
me  as  deplorable  an  end  as  to  be  devoured 
by  cannihiils.  But  I  must  submit;  the 
king  sml  all  his  court  would  iKuionr  tlie 
funenil  with  their  presence,  and  the  most 
considerable  pe<»f)le  of  the  city  did  the  like. 
When  all  was  roudv  lor  thecerem<my,  the 
corpse  was  put  into  a  C4>ffin,  with  all  her 
jewels  and  magnificent  apparel.  The 
cavalcade  In^iran,  and  as  second  actor  in 
this  doleful  iratfedy,  I  weni  next  the 
corpse,  with  my  eyes  full  of  tears,  bewailing 
my  deplonihle  fate.  Betore  I  came  to  the 
m(»untain,  I  made  an  essay  on  the  minds 
of  the  sp)ectaU)rs:  1  juldressed  myself  ti> 
the  king  in  the  first  pUice,  and  then  to  all 
those  who  were  round  me  and  hewing  be* 


ARABIAN  NIGHTS  KNTBRTAINHENTS. 


fnre  them  to  the  earth,  to  kisa  the  bordei 
of  their  ganneflla,  I  prayed  them  to  have 
comparaion  upon  me.  Cnnaider,  Bsid  I, 
titBt  I  am  a  stran°vr,  and  ought  not  to  be 
Hubject  to  tliii  rigomus  laiv,  and  that  I 
have  snnthcr  wife  and  e)iildren  in  ni; 
coiinlry."    Ii  was  to  no  purpose  for 

rik  thus,  no  ioul  was  moved  at  i  . 
contrary,  they  made  haute  to  let  down 
my  wife's  cnrpae  into  the  pit,  and  put 
down  the  next  moment  in  an  open  coffin, 
with  a  vessel  full  of  water,  n  ml  aeven  loaves. 
In  abort,  the  fatal  r^remony  being  per- 
fornied,  they  oovired  up  the  moulh  of  Ihp 
pit,  notwithstanding  tlie  excess  of  my  ^rief, 
anil  my  tamentnlile  cries. 

irthe  bottom,  1  discovered, 
■ '  e  fro 


Elace;  it  was  a  vael  long  cnvp,  and  might 
e  about  filly  fathom  deep.  I  immediately 
nmeit  an  iiiRuHrmble  stench,  proceeiline 
from  the  niultituile  ofdead  corpses  which 
I  »)w  on  liie  riglit and  h^ ;  niiy,  I  fancied 
that  I  heard  some  of  them  Mcli  out  tlicir 
Insi,  However,  when  1  sotdown,  I  imme- 
diately left  my  coffin,  unit  Beitiiiar  at  ii  dis- 
tance from  the  corpses,  lirld  my  no'C,  and 
.ay  upon  the  ^niind,  where  1  Mnid  a  long- 
time, bathed  in  tears.  Then,  reflecting  on 
my  sad  lot.  It  ia  true,  said  1,  that  God  dis- 
poses all  things  serurdine  to  the  decrees  of 
his  providence ;  bill,  piH>r  Sindl>ad,  art  not 
thou  thyself  the  oauie  of  thy  b.-infflinHifflit 
to  diesostmnsrea  death?  W<Hild  to  God 
Ihmt  had«l  perished  in  nome  of  tliose  tt'm- 
peals  which  thou  hast  encaped '.  Tlicn  tlij- 
deathhad  not  been    -  '■ ' '  ■ 


bie   i 


;    th.. 


lust  drawn  all  this  upon  tlivRflf  by  ihy 
cursed  avarice.  Ah!  un(i>rlnfiati;  wretch, 
•houldst  thou  not  ralher  hive  staid  at 

*  Bs  wu  B  Mahometan,  and  tlx-j  allow  poly- 


home,  and  quietly  enjoyed  the  fniiti  oTdif 

Such  were  the  vain  complaints  with 
which  Imade  the  cave  to  echo,  beating  mf 
head  and  stomach  out  nfrag«  and  deapur, 
and  abandoning  myself  to  the  moat  afflict- 
iiig  tlmudit^.  Never  [lie  less,  I  must  UB 
you,  tjiat  iuBtead  of  calling  death  to  mr 
assistance  in  that  miserable  condiiion,  I 
felt  btill  an  inclinatbn  to  live,  and  tu  doall 
I  couldtoprolongmydays.  Iwentgmpiw 
about,  wit]i  my  nose  stopped,  for  tlie  bread 
and  water  that  was  in  my  coffin,  and  I  took 
some  of  it.  Though  llie  darkness  of  tlv 
cave  was  so  erent  that  I  could  not  distio- 
guiah  day  and  nigiit,  yel  I  always  tiNiDd 
my  coffin  ngain,  and  ihe  cave  seemed  to 
l>e  moiespacioutiand  fuller  of  ciiriweslbu 
it  appeared  tome  at  first.  I  lived  for  some 
days  upon  my  breaif  and  water,  whicii 
bem^  nil  spent  at  last,  I  preiMred  for 
deai}i. — At  tiiese  woriis  Sclielierarjde  left 
off,  but   resumed  tlie  story  next  oifht 


EIGHTV.SErnND  XKJIIT. 
I  was  lliinkiiiET  of  death,  continued 
Sindhad,  1  heard  the  Ktone  lifted  up  froa 
snd  ininiediateir 


the  moulh 
the  eorpse  ofa  i 


was  li'i  down.  Whes 

necessily,  it  in  natural 

I  extreme  rrsoluiimN. 

Iiile  tbrr  kt  down  the  woman,  I  a[^ 

inched  the  plar«  where  her  nilfiii  n-sslo 

|iut,  and  ail  soon  as  1  [M-rceived  they 

fre  roverin?  acaiii   the  iiioiiih  of  the 

I'e,  1  save  tlie  unfortunate  wrctcii  two  or 

...■ee  t'reat  blows  over  Ihe  bend,  with  a 

larpe  Imiic  thiil  I  Iciuiid ;  whii-h  wunned.or. 

Ill,  killed  her.    I   commiltHi 

._  nclLin  merely  for  the«ke  at 

the  bread  and  water  that  was  in  her  coffin, 

and  thus  I  liad  rrovisiooa  tor  aoine  daji 
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When  tnat  wbs  spent,  they  let 
4ow9  another  dead  woman,  and  a  live 
man:  I  killed  the  man  in  the  same  manner, 
and,  at  good  luck  would  have  it  for  me, 
there  was  then  a  nort  of  mortality  in  the 
iDwn,  ao  that  by  tliis  means  I  did  not  want 
fiMrproviskms. 

One  day,  as  I  despatched  nnotlier 
woman,  I  heard  something:  walkini?.  and 
~  owing  or  panting  as  it  walked;    1  ad- 


could.  They  heard  me,  and  sent  a  boat 
to  brin?  mc  on  board,  when  the  mariners 
asked  bv  wliat  misfortune  I  came  tliither : 
I  told  them  tliat  I  had  sufiered  shipwreck 
two  days  ago,  and  made  shifl  to  get 
ashore  with  the  goods  they  saw.  It  was 
happy  for  mc  that  those  people  did  not 
consider  the  nlace  where  I  was^  nor  inquire 
into  the  pronahility  ofwhat  I  told  tiiem: 
but,  without  more  ado,  took  me  on  boara 


▼ancea  towards  tliat  side  from  wlienre  I  j  with  my  ^mnIs.   When  I  cnme  to  the  ship, 
heard  the  noise,  and  upon  my  apprtmch  the   tlie  rnptain  wrh  so  well  pleased  to  have 


thing  puifird  and  blew  harder,  as  it*  it  ha<l 
been  running  away  from  me.    I  followed 


xnved  me,  and  so  much  taken  up  with  his 
own  8 Hairs,  that  he  also  took  the  story  of 


the  noise,  and  the  tiling  seemed  to  stop  I  my  preu^ndeil  shipwreck  upon  trusty  and 
•ometiroes,  but  always  Aed  and  blew  as  I !  ?ent'n>UMly  refused  some  jewels  which  I 


approached.  I  followetl  it  so  long,  and  so 
fiir,  till  at  last  I  perceived  a  lisrht,  resem- 
biing  a  star;  I  went  on  towards  that  liirht, 
and  sometimes  lost  sight  of  it,  but  always 
liiund  it  again,  and  at  last  discovered  that 
it  eame  thmui^h  a  li(»le  in  the  rock,  large 
enotiich  tiir  a  man  to  g«*t  out  at 

U(Min  tliis  1  stomMftl  some  time  to  rest 
m^lC  being  much  fatigued  with  pureuing 
this  discovery  S4>  fast :  aflerwanls  C4)minff 
up  to  tlie  hole,  I  went  out  of  it,  and  found 
myself  upon  the  bank  of  the  sea.  I  leave 
you  to  iruess  the  excess  of  my  joy  :  it  was 


oti'ered  him. 

We  pHSik.*(l  bvseveral  islands,  and  among 
others  that  called  the  isle  of  BelU,*  about 
ten  days'  sail  fntm  Serendib,  with  a  regu- 
lar wind,  and  six  from  that  «>f  Kela,  where 
we  landed.  This  island  pnxluces  lead 
mines,  Indian  canes,  t  and  excellent  cam- 
phire. 

The  kin^  of  the  isle  of  Kela  is  ver^  rich 
and  (potent,  and  the  isle  of  B(*lls,  which  is 
about  two  days'  journey  in  extent,  is  also 
suhicct  to  him.    The  inhabitants  are  so 

^ . ,  -  -   ,  bartiarouH  tliat  they  still  eat  human  flesh. 

such,  that  I  C4)uld  scarce  persuade  myself  i  AthTwehad  finished  our  c^mimerce  in  that 


^ils  bring  real. 

But  whrn  I  was  recovered  from  my  sur- 
snd  convinced  of  the  truth  of  the 


inland,  we  put  to  sea  a^rain,  and  touched  at 
several  other  iM»rts :  at  last  I  arrived  hap- 
pily at  Bagdad  with  infinite  riches,  of  which 

matter,  I  (<)und  the  thing  which  I  had  f<>l-   it  is  needless  to  tn>uble  you  with  tlie  detail 

lowed,  and  heanl  pulf  and  blow,  to  be  a       Out  of  thankfulness  t4>  God  fur  his  mer^ 

creature  which  came  out  of  the  sc*a,  and   cirs,  1  gave  great  alms  for  the  support  of 

was  arcusionied  to  enter  at  that  iw\c  to  '  several  mosques,  ami  for  tlie  subsistence  of 

feed  U|)on  the  tlead  carcssi<es.*  the  |)0or,  and  empk>yed  mvself  wholly  in 

I  exsmineil  the  mountain,  and  perceived  enjoying    my  kindred   anci   friends,  and 

it  to  be  fituatiMl  Iw-twixt  the  sea  and  the 

town,  but  without  any  passafre  or  way  to 

rommunicate  with  the  litter,  the  rocks  on 

the  side  of  the  wa  were  so  rugired  and 

stff'p.    I  fell  down  upcm  the  shore  ti>tliank 

fir^\  ffir  this  merry,  and  afterwards  entered 

the  ea%'e  nsain  ti>  P-trh  hn'ad  and  water, 

which  I  dill  hy  day-lii^ht,  witli  a  l>ett«T  ap- 
petite than  I  iiad  done  since  my  interment 

en  the  dark  h(»l<-. 

I    returned  thither  nirnin,   and    rmped 

•Unit  amonir  the  hi«T'4  f^ir  all  the  diamonds, 

rubt*^,    pt'iirln,   !r.i!i|    hrai'fU'li,   and    rich 

■turfi  I  rnuM  tlihl ;  thi"«i'  I  hriMi(;ht  to  the 

•bore,  and  Ivinj*  lh«"fii  up  ni'itly  intf*  ^ilr*. 

With  thf  rordn  th.it  Irt  d'»wii  th»'  coffin**,  | 

lai  I  thcin  tt>i:«*tiitT  ii(M>n  thi*  hank,  w.tititiir 

till  «i»tiie  .nhip  panvil  hy.  wiliiout  It-ar  <if 

rain,  fur  it  wni  not  then  thesfiKon. 


making  merry  with  them. 

Here  Sindbad  finished  the  relation  of  hia 
ftiunh  voyaee,  which  was  more  surprising 
to  the  company  than  all  the  three  former. 
H«'  ?ave  a  new  present  of  a  hundred  se- 
(piiuM  to  Hindbad,  wliom  he  prayed  to  re- 
turn with  the  rest  next  day  at  the  same 
hour,  to  dine  with  hiyi,  and  hear  tlie  story 
of  his  fil\h  voyage.  Hindbad  and  tlie  reat 
of  liiM  frii(*st.*(  took  kaveof  him,  and  retired. 
Next  morning  when  they  all  mrt,  tliey  sat . 
down  at  tahk%and  when  dinner  was  over, 
Siiidhnd  b«*?an  the  relati«>n  of  his  fifUi 
vovaire.  as  lolkiwu : 

The  fifth  vayatr^  of  Sindbad  the  tailor. 

The  pli'a.Huri*}*  I  enjoyed  had  asrain 
rhariiii  riioutrh  to  niaile  me  fore>'t  :tll  the 
triMihlf'S  and  ralautitien  I  had   under?«iii(*. 


After  two  or  ihne  day^,  I  i^em-iviNl  a ,  ^,i^,,,„,j  ^^^in^,  „,c  „f  „y  inclination  U> 


ahipthat  had  but  ju«*t  rnnieout  of  the  har-  I 
bour,  and  |iaH«;d  n»»:ir  the  place  where  I ' 
was.  I  made  a  sii?n  witli  the  linen  of  my ' 
carfaaa,  and  called  to  tlieni  as  knid  as  I 


peof  Aristoniciirs,  in  hi«  life  by 

K 


the 
Uamm.-fide. 


•  Ni«w  ^'»  yl-«n.  SrrmHiS  \m  Crylon,  »»»il  K^la 
U  i'ik\.\  I'r  ( '.il.iikir,  whrfv  tlir  Ani)iiAn«('i(i('hMl 
in  tii^ir  w.-tr  t*  China;  to  ttut  it  mii>t  liavs 
bM»n  aiimrm-lirTe  aluiut  the  point  of  MaUbar.-* 
Rrnaudai, 

t  Sugar<aiM^  or  bamboo  trosi^ 


no 
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make  new  voyages.  Therefore  I  bought 
ffoods.  orderea  them  to  he  packed  up  and 
KNided,  and  set  out  with  them  for  the  best 
aea-port ;  and  there,  that  I  might  not  be 
obliged  to  depend  upon  a  captain,  but  have 
a  ship  at  my  own  command,  1  staid  till  one 
was  built  on  purpose,  at  my  own  charge. 
When  the  ship  was  ready,  I  went  on  board 
with  my  goods;  but  not  having  enough  to 
load  her,!  took  on  board  with  me  several 
merchants  of  different  nations,  with  their 
merchandize. 

We  sailed  with  the  first  fair  wind,  and, 
ader  a  long  navigation,  the  first  place  we 
touched  at  was  a  desert  island,  where  we 
found  an  egg  of  a  roc,  eaual  in  bigness  to 
that  I  fbrmerl)^  mentioned.  There  was  a 
young  roc  in  it,  just  ready  to  be  hatched, 
and  Uie  bill  of  it  began  to  appear. 

At  these  words  Scheherazade  stopt,  be- 
cause day  began  to  enter  the  sultan's  apart- 
ment ;  but  next  night  she  resumed  her 
story  thus : 


EIGHTY-THIRD  NIGHT. 

SiKDBAD,  the  saik)r,  said  she,  continued 
the  relation  of  his  fiflh  voyage  as  follows : 
The  merchants  whom  I  had  taken  on 
board  my  ship,  and  who  landed  with  me, 
broke  the  egg  with  hatchets,  and  made  a 
hole  in  it,  from  whence  they  pulled  out  the 

rounff  roc,  piece  aAer  piece,  and  roasted  it. 
had  earnestly  persuaded  them  not  to 
meddle  with  the  egg,  but  they  would  not 
listen  to  me. 

Scarcely  had  they  made  an  end  of  their 
treat,  when  there  appeared  in  the  air,  at  a 
considerable  distance  from  us,  two  great 
clouds.  The  captain  whom  I  hirea  to 
mana^  my  ship,  knowing^  by  experience, 
what  it  meant,  cried  that  it  was  the  male 
and  female  roc  that  belonged  to  the  3roung 
one,  and  pressed  us  to  re-embark  with  aU 
speed,  to  prevent  the  misfortune  which  he 
saw  would  otherwise  befall  us.  We  made 
haste  to  do  so,  and  set  sail  with  all  possible 
diligence. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  two  rocs  approach- 
ed with  a  frightful  noise,  which  they  re- 
doubled when  they  saw  the  egg  broken, 
and  their  young  one  gone.  But  having  a 
mind  to  avenge  them-^elves,  they  flew  back 
towards  the  place  from  whence  they  came, 
and  disappeared  (or  some  time,  while  we 
made  all  the  sail  we  rould,  to  prevent  that 
which  unhappily  befell  iis. 

They  returned,  aud  we  observed  that 
each  of  them  carried  between  their  talons, 
stones^  or  rather  rocks,  of  a  monstrous 
size.  When  they  came  directlv  over  my 
ship,  they  hovered,  and  one  or  them*  let 

•  R4)cliArt  rHieras,  vol.  ii.  p.  854)  t«lk  a  atory 
''x.-dtly  .«iii)ilar,  from  Demur  or  Damur  ao 
Ai.il'i.iM  writer,  who  died  in  140o* 


fall  a  stone ;  but  by  the  dexterity  of  thr 
steersman,  who  turned  the  ship  with  tbe 
rudder,  it  missed  us,  and,  falling  bv  the 
side  of  the  ship  into  the  sea;  dividea  the 
waters  so,  that  we  almost  could  see  to  the 
bottom.  The  other  roc,  to  our  mislbrtune, 
threw  the  stone  so  exactly  upon  the  middle 
of  the  ship,  that  it  split  in  a  thousand 
pieces.  The  mariners  and  passengen 
were  all  killed  by  the  stone,  or  sunk.  I 
myself  had  the  last  fate ;  but  as  I  came  up 
again,  I  fortunately  caught  hoUi  of  a  (neoe 
of  the  wreck,  and  sometimes  swinimin^^ 
with  one  hand,  and  sometimes  with  the 
other,  but  always  holding  fast  my  board, 
the  wind  and  the  tide  favouring  me,  I  came 
to  an  island,  whose  shore  was  very  ateepw 
I  overcame  that  difficulty,  however,  and 
got  ashore. 

I  sat  down  upon  the  grass,  to  recover 
mvself  a  little  from  the  fatigue ;  afier 
which  I  got  up,  and  went  into  the  island 
to  view  it.  It  seemed  to  be  a  deUcioua 
garden.  I  found  trees  every  where,  some 
of  them  bearing  green,  and  others  ripe 
fruits,  and  streams  of  fresh  pure  water. 
with  pleasant  windings  and  tuminet.  I 
ate  or  the  fniits,  whicn  I  found  exoeuent, 
and  drank  of  the  water,  which  waa  v&j 
pleasant. 

Night  being  come,  I  lay  down  upon  tbe 
grass  in  a  convenient  place  enough,  but  I 
could  not  sleep  an  hour  at  a  time,  mv  mind 
was  so  disturbed  with  the  fear  of^beinf 
alone  in  so  desert  a  place.    Thua  I  spent 
the  best  part  of  the  night  in  fretting,  and 
reproached  myself  for  mv  imprudence  ia 
not  staying  at  home,  rather  Uiat  under 
taking  Uiis  last  voyage.    These  refiectkuM 
carried  me  so  far,  that  I  began  to  form  a 
design  against  my  own  life;  but  dayli|[lrt 
dispersed  those  melancholy  thoughts,  lod 
I  got  up,  and  walked  among  the  trees,  but 
not  without  apprehensions  of  daneer. 

When  I  was  a  little  advanced  mtoth^ 
island,  I  saw  an  old  man  *  who  appeare^L 
very  weak  and  feeble.  He  sat  upon  tlr^e 
bank  of  a  stream,  and  at  first  I  took  lam 
to  be  one  who  hau  been  shipwrecked  filac 
myself.  I  went  towards  him  and  sahit^ 
him,  but  he  only  bowed  his  head  a  litQc 
I  asked  him  what  he  did  there;  buLinstes-d 
of  answering  me,  he  made  a  siFniurnic.^ 
take  him  upon  m^  back,  and  carry  hin 
over  the  brook,  signifying  that  it  was  ta 
gather  fruit 

I  believed  him  really  to  stand  in  need     ^ 
my  help,  so  took  him  upon  my  back,  trs^ 
having  carried  him  over,  bid  him  get  doar""^ 
and  for  that  end  stooped,  that  he  might  ^^^fi 
off  with  ease ;  but  instead  of  that,  (wkkJ"^^ 
laugh  at  every  time  I  think  of  iQ  the  c^  ^ 
man,  who  to  me  appeared  very  dccrep--^S 
clasped  his  legs  nimbly  about  my  nec^^^ 


*  An  ourang-outang.—HB^ 
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and  then  I  perrnived  hU  skin  to  rcM^mble 
that ol'u cow.  He  Kit  iistridc  ui)on  myshoiil- 
ileiv,  nnd  helii  my  throiit  so  tij^lit.  thut  I 
thought  he  would  luivi*  rnnui^lcd  iiic,  the 
frijEht  ot'  which  mudu  me  faint  awiiy,  aiui 
IkU  down. 

Day  ap|)oariiiff.  Scheh(»razade  was  obli- 
ged to  Ktop  here,  but  i>ujvued  lier  story  thuH 
next  night: 

EIGHTY-FOURTH  NIGHT. 

NoTwiTHsTANDiNt:  mv  laiiitlniT,  coiitiinicd 
Sindhad,  the  ill-iiaturea  old  fellow  kept  fast 
about  my  neck,  but  oiH'ned  his  le£^s  a  little 
tneive  me  time  lorcrover  my  brciitlj.  When 
I  nod  done  ao.  he  tlinist  one  of  liiri  feet 
aguinetmyfttomach.and  struck  me  ho  rude- 
ly on  tlie  Hide  with  the  other,  that  he  forced 
me  to  rise  up  agiiinft  my  will.  Beins:  ^ot 
ap,  he  made  me  wtilk  under  the  treen,  and 
forced  me  now  and  then  to  rtop,  to  gather 
and  cat  fniit  such  na  we  Kvund.  He  never 
left  me  all  day,  and  when  I  Lay  down  to  rctit 
me  by  ni$rht,  he  laid  liimself  down  with  me, 
holding  always  fii;^!  about  my  neck.  Every 
momiii^  he  piu'licd  me  to  make  me  awukt;, 
and  alter^vards  otdiged  me  to  get  ui>  and 
walk,  and  preyed  me  with  his  llK*t.  You 
may  judge,  then,  gentlemen,  what  trouble 
I  was  in,  to  be  loatled  with  such  a  burilen, 
which  I  could  hy  no  meannrid  myself  from. 
One  day  I  Ibund  in  mv  wav  eijveml  dry 
calabaslies  t)\at  had  fallen  tfom  a  tree ;  I 
took  a  large  one,  and  atlcr  cleaning  it,  pre^^K- 
ed  into  it  some  juice  of  grapes,*  wliich 
abounded  in  t\\p  vUind ;  having  filled  the 
eaiabaith,  I  set  it  in  a  convenient  place,  and 
coming  hither  again  some  days  atler,  I  took 
up  mv  calalmsh,  and  setting  it  tomy  mouth, 
found  the  wine  to  be  ro  good,  that  it  made 
me  pr&wntly  not  only  forget  my  sorrow,  hut 
I  grew  vigorous,  and  was  eo  light-hearted. 
tnat  I  began  to  sing  and  dance  as  I  wralked 
akmg. 

The  old  man  perceiving  the  eHiTts  which 
thii  drink  haii  u|ion  me,  an<i  that  I  carried 
him  with  more  eni^e  tlian  I  dul  betore.  made 
a  ngn  to  me  to  give  him  some  of  it.  I  gave 
him  the  calabash,  and  tlie  liQUor  pleat»ing 
hit  palate,  he  drank  it  all  oti.  There  being 
enoogh  of  it  to  fuddle  tiim,  lie  beciune  drunk 
immediately,  and  the  fumes  getting  up  into 
hii  heiid.  he  beiran  tosingatler  his  manner, 
and  to  dance  with  his  hrtHxrh  ui)on  my  stund- 
ders.  Hid  jolting  made  him  vomit.  aiKl  he 
looHenetl  liin  legs  fmni  about  nw  by  deirrees; 
fo  findini;  that  he  did  not  pnwsmeasbt^tbre, 
I  threw  him  uiJon  tlie  irnmnd,  where  he  lay 
Mrithout  mot  it  m.  and  ttien  I  took  up  a  great 
itone,  witii  wliich  I  cruc^hcd  Iiis  head  to 
pieces. 

I  waa  extremely  rejoiced  to  be  freed  thus 
for  ever  from  this  cuncil  old  feik)w,  and 
walked  upon  the  bank  of  the  sea,  where  I 

*  Grspei  grow  in  the  iriet  of  BumU.  Haia's 
Collect.  L  4Si— i&«. 


met  the  crew  of  a  ship  tliat  had  cast  anchor 
to  take  in  water  to  retresh  themselves.  They 
were  extremely  surprised  to  see  me,  and  to 
hear  the  {Kirticularsof  my  adventures.  You 
tell  said  they,  intotlie  handsofthcold  man 
of  tiie  sea.  and  are  the  first  that  ever  escaped 
stnmgling  by  liiin.  He  never  let\  those  he 
hiul  once  made  himstrif  master  of,  till  he  de- 
strovMl  them,  and  he  had  made  this  island 
famous  bv  the  number  of  men  he  hasskiin; 
so  that  the  nien'hants  and  marinere  who 
landed  uix)n  it  dared  iK)t  to  advance  into 
the  ishuid  but  in  nuinlK^rs  together. 

ADer  havinir  informed  ineot  those  things, 
they  carritul  nie  witJi  them  to  the  siiip:  the 
captain  ni'eived  me  with  ^leat  Kitistaction 
when  they  told  him  what  luul  befallen  me. 
He  put  out  a£?ain  to  sea,an4l  at\er  some  days' 
siiil  we  arrived  at  the  harliour  of  a  great 
city,  whotjc  liouscs  weru  built  witli  good 
stone. 

One  of  tiic  merchants  of  the  ship  who  had 
taken  me  into  his  frienddliip,  obliged  me  to 
go  along  witli  him,  aiul  carried  me  to  a  place 
appointed  for  a  retreat  lor  tbreign  nierchants. 
He  gave  me  a  gretit  bag,  and  having  recom- 
mended me  to  some  iieople  of  the  town,  who 
used  to  gatlier  cocoa-nuts,  he  desired  them 
to  tiike  me  with  tliem  to  do  the  like :  "Go," 
said  he,  "  follow  them,  luid  do  as  you  see 
tliem  do,  and  do  iK)t  seixirute  from  tliem, 
otlierwise  you  endanger  >-our  lile."  Having 
thus  siwke,  he  gave  me  proviskms  lor  tiie 
journey,  and  I  went  with  tliem. 

We  came  to  a  great  fbri'st  of  trees,  ex- 
tremely stniight  and  tall,  and  their  trunks 
so  smooth,  that  it  wua  not  poatible  lor  any 
man  to  climb  ud  to  the  bnuiches  that  bore 
tiie  fruit.  All  the  treeu  w;erc  coc^oa-trces, 
aiiii  when  we  entered  the  forest,  we  saw  a 
great  iiuinher  of  apes,  of  several  sizes,  tiiat 
ne<l  as  soiui  as  they  wrceiveci  us,  and  climb- 
ed up  to  the  to{)  of  tiie  trees  witli  surprising 

Schehenizade  would  have  gone  on,  but 
day  ap|)earing,  preventeAl  her,  and  next 
night  she  resumed  her  discourec  as  follows: 


EIGHTY-FIFTH  NIGHT. 

TiiR  merrhantti  with  whom  I  was,  cor^ 
tinued  Sindltail,  gathered  stones,  and  threw 
them  at  the  ii\Ks  on  tlie  top  of  tlie  trees.  I 
did  the  Si  line,  and  the  a|H*s,  out  of  revenge, 
threw  roc(Ki-iiuts  at  us  iis  liir-i^  «uid  with  such 
gestures,  sl-i  suliicieiitly  testini^I  their  anger 
and  n*sentnient:  we  gathered  up  tlie  cocoa- 
nuts,  and  from  time  to  time  threw  stones  to 
provoke  the  a|N*s ;  so  tliat  by  tliis  etnita^em 
we  filled  our  bags  with  cocoa-nuts,  iniiich  it 
had  been  impossible  for  us  to  have  done 
otlierwise. 

When  we  had  gathered  our  number,  wo 
returned  to  the  citv,  where  tlie  mejt:hant 
who  sent  me  to  the  forest  gave  me  the  value 
oi'thecocoasi  brought:  Goon,  said  be, and 
do  the  ]ika  evoy  a^,  uDtii  youhavegoi 
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money  enough  to  carry  >;ou  home.  I  thank-  and  friends,  who  did  all  that  was  poaibleto 

ed  him  for  hn  sood  advice,  and  insensibly  i)reve]it  me. 

gathered  togeuier  go  many  cocoa-nuts  as      Instead  of  taking  my  way  by  the  Peraiaii 

amounted  to  a  considerable  Fum.  ^ilt*,  I  travel  le/d  once  more  through  several 

The  vessel  in  which  I  came,  sailed  with  provinces  of  Persia  and  tlie  Indies,  and  ar- 
merchants.  who  loaded  her  with  c/)coa-nuts.  rived  at  a  sea-port,  where  I  embarked  OQ 
I  expected  the  arrival  of  another,  whicii  Inxird  a  ship,  tlie  captain  of  wiiich  was  re- 
landed  siKedi\y  lor  tlio  like  loading.  I  em-  solved  on  a  lonff  vo3.age. 
barked  on  board  the  sime  all  the  cocoa-nuts  It  was  very  long  indeed,  but  at  the  same 
that  belonged  to  me,  and  when  she  was  time  po  uiilbrtiuuite,  that  the  captain  and 
ready  to  sail,  I  went  and  tcx)k  leave  of  tluj  i)iIot  los^t  their  cours?e,  and  knew  not  where 
merchant  who  ha<l  been  ho  kind  to  nw, ;  hut  thev  were.  They  found  it  at  last,  but  we 
he  could  not  embark  with  me,  because  he  had  no  reason  to  rejoice  at  it.  We  were  all 
had  not  finished  his  l>usine.ss.  wMZCilwitliextnioniinary  fear,  whenwesaw 

We  set  sail  towards  the  island*:  *  where  the.  captain  quit  his  ix>c:t^  and  cry  out    Ha 

pepper  grows  in  great  plenty.  From  thence  thiew  off  his  turban,  pulled  the  hair  of  hk 

we  went  to  the  isle  of  Comari.t  when^  the  beard,  and  beat  his  head  like  a  mailman, 

best  sort  of  wood  of  aloes  grows,  and  whose  We  aj?ked  him  tlie  reason,  and  he  answered, 

inhabitants  have  made  it  an  inviolable  law  that  he  was  in  tlie  most  dangerous  place  in 

to  themselves,  to  drink  no  wine,  nor  to  sutler  all  the  sea.  A  rapid  curient  carries  theabip 

any  place  of  debauch.    I  exchanged  my  along  with  it,  and  we  shall  all  of  us  perioQ 

cocoa,  in  those  two  islands,  for  penper  and  in  le^trthan  a  (luarter  of  an  hour.    Pray  to 

wood  of  aloes,  and  went,  with  other  mer-  God  to  deliver  us  irom  this  danger;^  wee 

chants,  a  pearl  fishing.!  I  hireti  divers,  who  riot  escape  it,  if  he  does  not  take  pity  on 


fetched  me  up  those  that  were  very  large  At  these  words,  he  ordered  the  salts  to  be 

and  nure.    I  embarkedio\iully,  in  a  vessel  changed:  but  all  tlie  ropes  broke,  and  the 

that  happily  arrived  at  Bfalsora:  from  thence  ship,  without  its  being  possible  to  help  k, 

I  returned  to  Bagdad,  where  I  made  vast  was  carried  by  the  current  to  the  foot  of  an 

sums  of  my  pepper,  wood  of  aloes,  and  inaccessible  mountain,  where  she  run  aatuxe^ 

pearls.     I  rave  the  tenth  of^  my  gains  in  and  was  broken  to  piecjBs,  yet  so  that  we  sa- 

alms,  as  I  had  done  upon  my  return  from  ved  our  lives,  our  provisions,  and  the  benof 

other  voyages,  and  endeavoure<l  to  ease  our  goods. 

myself  from  my  fatigues  by  diversions  of  all       This  being  over,  the  captain  said  to  xm, 

sorts.  God  has  done  what  pleased  him ;  we  majr 

When  Sindbad  had  finished  his  story,  he  every  man  dig  our  grave  here,  and  bid  tlie 

ordere<l  one  hundre<l  sequinS  to  Hindbad,  world  adieu;  tor  we  are  all  in  so  fatal  a  place, 

who  retired  with  all  the  other  guests;  but  that  none  shipwrecked  her^  did  ever  return 

next  morning,  the  same  company  returned  to  tlieir  homes  again.    His  discourse  afflictr 

to  dine  with  nch  Sindbad,  who,  alter  Jiaving  ed  us  sorely,  andf  we  embraced  each  other 

treated  them  as  formerly,  demanded  au-  with  tears  in  our  eyes,  be  wailing  our  d^ifc>- 

dience,  and  gave  the  following  account  of  rable  lot 

his  sixth  voyage :  .  The  mountain,  at  the  foot  of  which  we 

were  cast,  was  the  coast  of  a  very  long  and 

Tlie  sixth  Voyage  of  Sindbad  the  Sailor,  large  island.    This  coast  was  covered  ail 

Gentlcmcn,  said  he,  you  long,  without  ^X^^  with  wrecks,  and  by  the  va^  numb^ 

doubt,  to  know,  how  afte?  beingSiipwreck-  °^J^?"|„^"^  ^?,»  ^^  ^^^"^  ^^^1'  ??? 

ed  five  times,  and  escaping  so^many  dan-  ±^if!L^5^.^.^^^i!i?.^ril.^^^ 
gers,  I  could  resolv 
and  expose  m)[self 

astonisned  at  it  mro^ii  »>ii«^ii  <  uxumuiiii.,  .1  -        ah  *i.         u-    *  j       •     ^ 

and  must  certainly  have  been  induce«l  to  it  ^^^'    f^  ^^r  ^^  ^"^^    n4li^ 

by  my  stare.    But  be  tliat  as  it  will,  after  a  augment  our  gnef:    Whereas  m  aUottar 

year's  rest,  I  prepared  Iot  a  sixth  voyage,  fJ^^  T®"  "^  ^'?'^  then-  chamiele  1^ 

notwithstandiiigtheentreatiesofmykind^  ^®  ^\  ^1?  ^  ^reat  "ver  of  fresh  water* 

*  '         ^  runsoutof  theseamtoadarkcave^haM 

•  it»  tiiA  .*»;*.  ^f  &,« J-     tr^^  entrance  is  very  high  and  large.    What  ii 

•  In  the  straiuof  Sunda.-flbfc.  ^^  remarkable  m  this  pla<^  is,  that  the 

t  Thia  island,  or  peninsula,  ends  at  the  cape  stones  of  the  mountain  are  of  crystal,  rubieik 

which  we  now  call  cape  Comorin.    It  is  also  or  other  precious  stones.    Here  is  aJsoaeoit 

cdled  Comar,  and  Camor.    The  Mahometan  ol'  fountain  of  pitch  or  bitumen,t  that 
tmvellerB  my  the  king  of  Comar  (whence  they 

bring  ak>efl)  was  subdued  by  Mihrage.     The       •  Mr.  Ives  mentions  weDs  of  fiesh  water  -«^ 

inhabitants  are  very  virtuous,  and  debauchery  der  the  sea  in  the  Penian  gal(  near  the  iibai 

with  women,  and  the  use  of  wine,  are  forbidden  of  Barien. — Bole, 
them.    Aocwmu  of  India  and  China,  p.  63.  t  Such  fountains  aro  not  unfiwpient  m  Infia 

I  There  still  ii^  and  has  been  from  time  imme-  and  Ceybn,  and  the  Mahometan  traveDefsneak 

morial,  a  psail  fishery  in  the  neighboorhood  of  ofambeniis  swaUowed  hy  wiMles,  wbtf»  ne 

eqisConfliia.    8m  Mow  Fkob^Orfc  made  nek  by,  and  ngoig»  (I— AU 
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into  the  m,  which  the  fiBhes  swallow,  and 
then  vomit  it  up  a^n,  turned  into  amber- 
prk;  and  this  the  waves  throw  up  on  the 
beach  iu  ^reat  quantities.  Here  also  grow 
Irees.  most  ot*  which  are  wood  o<*  aloes, 
ecmal  in  goodness  to  those  ol'  Comari.' 

To  finish  the  description  of  this  place, 
which  may  well  be  called  a  g;uir,  since  no- 
thing ever  returns  from  it— it  is  not  poA-ible 
ibr  ships  to  get  oti'trom  it,  when  once  they 
oome  within  such  a  duitance  of  it.  li'  tliey 
be  driven  thither  by  a  wind  I'rom  tlie  sea, 
the  wind  and  the  current  ruin  them ;  and  ii 
the^  come  into  it  when  a  land-wind  blows, 
which  might  seem  to  favour  their  fi^etting 
oat  a^ain,  the  height  of  the  mountain  stoiis 
the  wind,  and  occasions  a  calm,  so  that  tlie 
fiMce  of  the  current  runs  them  ashore,  where 
they  are  broken  to  pieces,  as  ours  was ;  and 
that  which  completes  the  misibrtune  is,  that 
there  is  no  posubiiity  to  get  to  the  top  of  the 
mountain,  or  to  get  out  any  manner  of  way. 

We  continued  upon  the  shore  like  men 
out  ol'  their  senses,  and  expected  death  every 
day.  At  first,  we  divided  our  t>n>viaon8  as 
equaDy  as  we  could,  and  thus  eveiy  one  lived 
a  longer  or  shorter  time,  according  to  their 
temperance,  and  the  use  they  made  of  their 
pmvinoiw. 

Scheherazade  perceiving  day,  lefl  ofi* 
■peaking^  but  next  night  aoe  resumed  the 
■ioryasloUowa: 


EIGHTY-SIXTH  NIGHT. 

Taoss  who  died  first,  continued  Sindbadi 
we  interred  bv  the  rest,  and  as  lor  my 
part,  I  paid  the  last  duty  to  all  my  compa- 
niona:  nor  are  you  to  wonder  at  this,  for 
besides  that  I  husbanded  the  provision  that 
leB  to  my  share  better  than  they.  I  had  pro- 
▼inoDs  of  my  own,  which  I  did  not  share 
with  my  comrades,  yet  when  I  buried 
the  bM,  I  had  so  little  remaining,  that  I 
thouiH^t  I  could  not  hold  out  Ions,  so  that  I 
dug  a  grave,  resolving  to  lie  down  in  it, 
becauw  there  was  none  left  alive  to  inter 
me.  1  must  confess  to  you  at  tlie  same  time. 
that  while  I  was  thus  employed,  I  could 
not  but  reflect  upon  myseli'as  the  cause  of 
my  own  ruin,  and  repented  tluit  I  had  ever 
undertaken  tliis  last  voyas^c ;  nor  did  I  stop 
at  roAectnns  only,  but  had  well  nigh  ha»- 
teoed  m^  own  death,  and  began  to  tear  my 
hands  with  my  teeth. 

But  it  pleased  God  once  more  to  take 
eomposBoii  on  me.  and  put  it  in  my  mind 
to  go  to  the  bank  of  the  river  which  ran  into 
the  great  cave ;  where,  considering  the  river 
^th  great  attention,  I  said  to  myself,  This 


r,  which  runs  tlius  under  ground,  must 
e  out  somewhere  or  other.  If  I  make  a 
float,  and  leave  m>'self  to  the  current,  it  will 
bring  me  to  some  inhabited  countrv^  or 
drown  roe.  If  I  be  drowned.  I  kise  nothing, 
tat  cnly  change  one  kind  or  death  for  ano- 
ther; and  if  I  get  out  of  this  &Cal  place,  I 
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shall  not  only  avoid  the  sad  fate  of  my  com- 
rades, but  perhaps  find  some  new  occaskn 
of  enriching  myself.  Who  knows  but  for- 
tune wait<>  upon  my  getting  oti'  this  dange- 
rous slielf,  to  compensate  my  shipwreck  with 
usury  ? 

I  imiueijiately  went  to  work  on  a  float  I 
made  it  of  large  pieces  of  timber  and  cables, 
lor  I  had  ctioice  of  them,  and  tied  them 
togetlier  so  strong,  that  I  had  made  a  very 
soUd  little  Hoat.  When  I  had  finished,  I 
kxiiled  it  witli  sonic  bales  of  rubiesjemeitild^ 
ambergris,  rock-crvstal,  and  nch  stuHi. 
Having  balanced  all  my  cargo  exactly,  and 
lastened  tliein  well  to  the  tioat,  I  went  on 
board  it  with  two  little  oars  that  I  had  made, 
and  leaving  it  to  the  course  of  the  river,  I 
resigned  m>'self  to  the  will  of  God. 

As  soon  as  I  c<inie  into  the  cave,  I  kxt 
all  light,  and  tlie  stream  carried  me  I  knew 
not  whitlier.  Thus  I  floated  some  da>'s  in 
perfect  darkness,  and  once  ibund  the  arch  so 
low  that  it  very  nigii  broke  my  head,  which 
made  me  very  cautknis  atierwards  to  avoid 
the  Uke  danger.  All  this  while  I  eat  nothing 
but  what  was  necessary  to  aipport  nature ; 
yet,  notwithstanding  tha  frugahty,  all  my 
provisk>n8  were  spent  Then  a  pleasing 
sleep  seized  upon  me.  I  cannot  tell  how 
long  it  continued  j  but  when  I  awakened, 
I  was  surprised  to  find  myself  in  the  middle 
of  a  vast  country,  at  the  brink  of  a  river, 
where  niy  float  was  tied  amidst  a  great  num- 
ber of  negroes.  I  got  up  as  soon  as  I  saw 
them,  and  saluted  them.  They  spoke  to  me. 
but  I  did  not  understand  their  language.  I 
was  80  transported  with  joy,  that  I  knew  not 
whether  I  was  asleep  or  awake ;  but  being 
persuaded  that  I  was  not  asleep,  I  recced 
the  tbUowing  words  in  Arabic,  akmd :  Call 
upon  the  Almighty,  he  will  help  thee;  thoa 
needest  not  perplex  thyself  about  any  thing 
else:  shut  thy  eyei,  and  while  thou  ait 
asleep,  God  will  change  thy  bad  fortune 
into  good. 

One  of  the  b]ack%  who  understood  Arabk), 
hearing  me  speak  thus,  came  towards  me, 
and  said.  Brother,  be  not  surprised  to  see 
us ;  we  are  inhabitants  of  this  country,  and 
came  hither  to-day  to  water  our  fields,  bjr 
digging  little  canals  from  this  river,  wlucn 
comes  out  of  the  neighbouring  mountain. 
We  perceived  sometlung  floating  upon  the 
water,  went  speedily  to  see  what  it  was,  and 
|)erceiving  your  float,  one  of  us  swam  into 
tlie  river,  and  brought  it  hitlier,  where  we 
lastened  it,  as  you  see,  until  you  should 
awake.  Pray  tell  us  vour  history,  lor  it 
must  be  extraordinary ;  now  dkl  you  venture 
yourself  into  this  river,  and  whence  did  vou 
come  ?  I  begged  of  them  fira  to  give  me 
somethii^  to  eat,  and  then  I  would  satisfy 
their  curiosity.  They  save  me  several  sorts 
ol*  food ;  and  when  I  had  satiifiet;  iny  hun- 
ger. I  i|;ave  them  a  true  account  of  all  that 
had  belallen  me,  which  they  listened  to  with 
admiratkm.  As  soon  as  I  nad  finished  my 
discoune,  they  told  me,  by  the  penoo  who 
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nx>ke  Arabic,  and  interpreted  to  them  what 
laaid,  that  it  was  one  of  the  most  surprising 
•tones  they  ever  heard,  and  that  I  must  go 
along  with  them,  and  tell  it  their  king  mv- 
self;  the  story  is  too  extraordinary  to  be  told 
by  any  other  than  the  person  to  whom  it 
happened.  I  told  them  I  was  ready  to  do 
whatever  they  pleased 

They  immediately  sent  for  a  horse,  which 
was  brought  in  a  little  time ;  and  having 
made  me  get  upon  him,  some  of  them 
walked  before  me  to  show  me  the  way.  and 
the  rest  took  my  float  and  cargo,  and  foi- 
kywed  me. 

Here,  Scheherazade  was  obliged  to  stop, 
because  day  appeared;  but  towards  the 
close  of  the  next  night,  resumed  the  thread 
of  her  stray  thus: 


EIGHTY-SEVENTH  NIGHT. 

Ws  marched  thus  altogethff,  till  we  came 
to  the  city  of  Serendib.*  for  it  was  in  that 
island  I  umded.  The  blacks  presented  me 
to  their  king ;  I  approached  hn  throne,  and 
saluted  him  as  I  used  to  do  the  kings  of  the 
Indies:  that  is  to  say,  I  prostrated  mysell* 
at  his  ieet,  and  kissed  the  earth.  The  prince 
ordered  me  to  rise  up.  received  me  with  an 
obliging  aih,  and  made  me  come  up,  and  sit 
down  near  him.  He  first  asked  me  mv 
name,  and  I  answered.  They  call  me  Siruf- 
bad  the  saikir,  because  of  the  many  voyages 
I  had  undertaken,  and  I  am  a  citizen  of 
Bagdad.  But^  replied  he,  how  came  you 
into  my  (bmimons,  and  from  whence  came 
you  last? 

I  concealed  nothing  from  the  king ;  I  told 
him  all  that  I  have  now  told  vou,  and  his 
majesty  was  so  surprised  and  cncu-med  with 
it,  that  he  commanded  my  adventure  to  be 
written  in  letters  of  gold,  and  laid  up  in  the 
archives  of  his  kingdom.  At  last  my  float  was 
brought  in,  and  the  bales  opened  m  his  pre- 
sence: he  admired  the  quantity  of  wood  of 
aloes  and  amberrris;  hut,  above  ail,  the 
rubies  and  emeralds,  for  he  had  none  m  his 
treasury  that  came  near  them. 

Observing  that  he  kicked  on  my  jewels 
with  pleasure,  and  viewed  the  most  remark- 
able among  them  one  after  another,  I  fell 
prostrate  at  his  feet,  and  took  the  liberty  to 
say  to  him.  Sir,  not  only  my  person  is  at  four 
mtiiesty's  service,  but  the  careoof  the  float, 
ana  I  would  beg  of  yoM  to  depose  of  it  as 

Sour  own.  He  answered  me  with  o  smile, 
Kndbad,  I  will  take  care  not  to  covet  any 
thing  of  vours,  nor  take  any  thing  from  jroni 
that  God  has  nven  you ;  far  from  lessenuif 
jTour  wealth,  1  design  to  augment  it^  ana 
will  not  let  you  go  out  of  my  domimons 
without  marks  of  my  libendity.  All  the 
answer  I  returned,  was  omyera  for  the  pros- 
perity of  that  prince,  ana  commendations  of 

•Ceykm. 


his  generosity  and  bounty.  He  charged  om 
of  his  oflicers  to  take  care  of  me,  and  or 
dered  people  to  serve  me  at  hisownchafge 
The  olncer  was  very  faithful  in  the  execu- 
tion of  his  onlers,  and  caused  all  the  goodi 
to  be  carried  to  the  lodgings  provided  tiv 
me. 

I  Went  every  day,  at  a  set  hour,  to  make 
my  court  to  the  king,  and  spent  the  rott  of 
my  time  in  seeing  tne  city,  and  what  was 
most  worthy  of  notice. 

The  isleof  Serendib  is  situated  just  mider 
the  equinoctial  line  ;*  so  that  the  days  and 
nights  there  are  always  of  twelve  horn 
each,  and  the  island  is  eighty  parasangifiD 
lengtJi,  and  as  many  in  breadth. 

The  capital  city  stands  in  the  end  of  a  fios 
valley,  formed  by  a  mountain  in  the  middts 
of  the  island,  which  is  the  highest  in  ths 
worid.J  It  is  seen  three  da}'B  sail  ofl*  at  ml 
There  are  rubies  and  several  sorts  of  mios- 
rals  in  it,  and  all  the  rocks  are  for  the  mot 
part  emery,  a  metalline  stone  made  uk  of 
to  cut  ana  smooth  other  preckxis  rioook 
There  grow  all  sorts  of  rare  plants  and  tfMk 
especially  cedars  and  cocoa-treea  There  ii 
also  a  p^l  fishery  in  the  mouth  of  its  rim 
and  in  some  of  its  valleys  there  are  ham 
diamonds.    I  made,  by  wav  of  devotion,  i 
pilgrimage  to  the  place  where  Adam  wif 
confined  afler  his  banishment  from  paradisb 
and  had  the  curiosity  to  go  to  the  top  of  iL 

When  I  came  back  to  the  city,  I  piayBd 
the  king  to  allow  me  to  return  to  ray  0000* 
try,  which   he  granted  me  in  the  mart 
obliging  and  most  honourable  msuiner.  He 
would  needs  force  a  rich  present  upon  me; 
and  when  I  went  to  take  my  leave  of  hin^ 
he^ve  meone  much  moreconsiderable,&Dd 
at  the  same  time  charged  me  with  a  letterw 
the  commanderofthe  faithful,  our  soverdpii 
saying  to  me,  I  pray  you  give  this  pre*fll 
from  me,  and  this  letter,  to  Caliph  naroan 
Alraschid,  and  assure  him  ofmy  friendihiM 
took  the  present  and  letter  in  a  very  rcipef  w» 
manner,and  promised  his  majesty  punetou- 
ly  to  execute  the  commiaskm  with  which  ho 
was  pleased  to  honour  me.  Before  I  embtnE- 
ed,  this  prince  sent  for  the  captain  and  tb^ 
merchants  who  were  to  go  with  me,  sod  of' 
dered  them  to  treat  me  with  all  poMible 
spect 

The  letter  fit)m  the  king  of  fSerendft 
written  on  the  skin  of  a  certain  animal, 
great  value,  because  of  its  being  so 

*  Geographen  place  it  on  thb  side  the  Gs  '^ 
in  the  first  climate.    Diodonis  Siculua,  and  Pi^^ 
lemy,  place  it  in  the  same  island  aa  Siwlhn^^ 
though  not  the  true  one. 

f  The  eastern  gfogrmphen  made  a  paman^^ 
longer  than  a  French  league. 

X  Knox  and  Wolf  confirm  thb  aooonnt  of  tb^^ 
situation  of  Ceykm,  and  the  productiooa  of  ^^ 
mountaina.  Pico  d*Adam  is  toe  high  mmiiilii^^ 
here 
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and  of  a  yelbwiBh  colour.*  The  characten 
of  this  letters  were  ot*  azure,  and  the  con- 
tents as  tbUows: 
'The  king  oi'  the  Indies,  before  whom 
march  a  hun  ired  elephants,  who  lives 
in  a  palace  that  shines  with  a  hun- 
dred thousand  rubies,  and  who  has  in 
his  treasury  twenty  tliousand  crowns, 
enriched  with  diamonds,  to  Caliph  Hu- 
roun  Alniiichid: 
*  Ttiough  ttie  present  we  send  you  be  in- 
eoneider^le,  receive  it  however  as  a  brotlier 
and  a  friend,  in  consideration  of  tlie  hearty 
fiiendahip  Whicli  we  bejir  lor  you,  and  of 
which  we  are  willing  to  give  yuu  pitx)f. 
We  desire  the  same  imit  in  your  friendslii]), 
cmidering  that  we  believe  it  to  be  our  me- 
rit bein^  ol'the  same  dignity  with  yourself. 
We  conjure  you  this  in  quality  of  a  brother. 
Adieu.' 

The  present  consisted,  first,  of  one  siiu^le 
rubvt  made  into  a  cup,  about  half  a  foot 
hifOL  an  inch  thick,  and  filled  with  round 
poms  of  lialf  a  dram  each.  Second,  tlie 
■Idn  of  a  serpent,  whose  scales  were  as  larffe 
m  an  ordinary  piece  ol  gold,  and  had  the 
TUtue  to  preserve  from  sickncaa  those  who 
hj  upon  tuX  Third,  filly  thousand  drams 
d  the  best  wood  of  abes,  with  tiiirty  grains 
of  camphire  as  big  ai«  pistachios.  And 
ftiirth,  a  she  slave  of  ravii>liing  beauty, 
whoee  apparel  was  ail  covered  over  with 
iewels. 

The  ship  set  sail,  and  after  a  very  long 
and  succenful  navigatk)n,  we  lanJeil  at 
fiakora;  from  tlience  I  went  to  Ba|^dad, 
where  the  first  thing  I  dkl  was  to  acquit  my- 
sett'of  my  commission.  Sclieherazade  stopt 
because  day  appeared,  and  next  night  pro- 
ceeded thus: 


EIGHTY-EIGHTH  NIGHT. 

I  TOOK  the  king  of  Serendib's  letter,  con- 
tinued Sindbad,  and  went  to  present  mvself 
at  the  gate  of  the  commander  of  the  faithful, 
klbowed  b^  the  beautiful  slave,  and  such  of 
my  own  family  as  carried  tlie  presentB.  I 
gave  an  account  of  the  reason  of  my  coming, 
and  was  immediately  conducted  to  the 
throne  of  the  caliph.  I  made  my  reverence 
by  pro8tratk)n.  and  aller  a  short  speech, 

Kve  him  tlie  letter  and  prtwent.   Wnen  he 
d  read  what  tlie  king  of  Sercndib  wrote  to 
him,  he  asked  me  il*  that  prince  was  really 

^  Y^now  Tellum,  or  the  skin  of  the  hog  deer, 
Imm  Prince's  Idand,  in  the  straits  of  Sunda. 
The  elephants,  rubiei,  6ui.  are  illustrated  bj  Mr. 
Hole. 

t  Ccykm  is  known  to  produce  large  mbies, 
and  the  Indian  ocean  abounds  in  pearls  of  eztrft- 
«nfiiiary  size. — Hole. 

"X  Tilers  is  a  snake  in  Bengal,  whose  skin  is 
^ttutottd  a  core  for  external  pain%  by  applying 
St  to  the  psrt  ailected. — Hole. 


BO  rich  and  potent  as  he  had  «ud  in  hit 
letter?  I  prostrated  myself  a  second  time, 
and  risii  ig  again.  Commander  of  the  fluthful, 
said  1, 1  can  atMUi-e  your  majesty  he  doth  not 
exceed  the  truth  on  that  head.  I  a)n  witnes 
ol  it.  There  is  lothing  more  capable  of 
i-aising  a  man's  atimiration  than  tne  inag- 
iiifice>tce  of  his  ijulace.  When  the  prince 
appears  in  public,  he  has  a  throne  fixed  on 
tlie  back  ot  an  elephant^  and  marches  be- 
twixt two  ranks  ot  his  ministers,  favourites, 
and  otlier  people  of  his  court:  before  him, 
uix>n  tlie  same  elephant,  an  officer  carries  a 
gohlen  lance  in  his  hand ;  and  behind  the 
tlirone  tlicre  is  another,  who  stands  upright, 
with  a  column  of  gold,  on  the  lop  of^ which 
there  ie  an  emerald  half  a  loot  knig,  and  an 
inch  tliick ;  beibre  him  march  a  guard  of  a 
thousand  men,  clad  in  cloth  or  gold  and 
silk,  and  mounted  on  elephants  richly  capa- 
risoned. 

While  the  king  is  on  his  march,  the  officer 
who  is  beibre  mm  on  the  same  elephant, 
cries,  from  time  to  time,  with  a  k>ud  voic^ 
Behold  the  gi-eat  monarch,  the  jxitent  ana 
rciloubtablc  sultan  of  the  Inthes.  whose 
palace  is  covered  with  a  hundred  thousand 
rubies,  and  who  ixiesespes  twenty  thousand 
crowns  of  diamonds.  Behold  the  crowned 
monarch  greater  than  the  git^at  Solima*  and 
tlie  great  Mihrage.f  Alter  he  had  pit>- 
nounced  those  wonis,  the  offk^er  behind  tlie 
throne  cries  in  his  turn,  Tliis  monarch,  so 
great  and  so  powerful,  must  dic^  must  die, 
must  die.  And  tlie  officer  belore  replies, 
Praise  be  to  him  wlio  lives  for  ever. 

Fa.ther,  the  king  of  SereiKlib  is  so  just, 
that  there  are  no  judges  in  his  domimons. 
H)B  people  have  no  need  of  them.  They 
understand  and  observe  justice  exactly  of 
themselves. 

"  The  caliph  was  much  pleased  with  my 
discourse.  The  wisdom  of  that  king,  said 
he.  appears  in  his  letter,  and  after  what  you 
tell  me,  I  must  confctB,  tldit  his  wisdom  is 
worthy  of  liis  people,  and  his  ))eoplc  deserve 
so  wise  a  prince.  Having  spoken  thus,  he 
dismissed  me,  and  sent  me  home  with  a  rich 
present 

Sindbad  left  off  speaking,  and  his  com- 
pany retired,  Hindbsid  having  first  received 
a  hundred  sequins ;  and  next  day  they  re- 
turned to  hear  the  relatkin  of  his  seventh 
and  last  voyEige,  as  follows: 

TTte  teventh  and  laM  Voyagt  qf  Sindbad 
theStiilar. 

Being  returned  from  my  axth  voyage,  I 
absolutely  laid  aside  all  thoughts  of'^  travel- 
ling any  fartlier;  for,  beside  that  my  yean 

^Solomon. 

fAn  ancient  king  of  a  nest  island  of  th* 
same  name  in  the  Iirasi^  snd  very  much  fiuaed 
amoog  the  Aitbians  fcr  his  power  snd  wisdom. 
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now  required  tmt,  I  was  resolved  no  more 
to  expose  myself  to  such  risk  as  I  had  run ; 
■0  that  I  thought  of  nothing  but  to  pass  the 
rest  of  m|r  &ys  in  quiet.  One  day  as  I 
was  treating  a  parcel  of  m v  triend?,  one  of 
my  servants  came,  and  tol<l  me,  that  an  olii- 
cer  ot'  the  caliph  asked  (or  me.  I  rose 
from  tl^  table^  and  went  to  him.  The  ca- 
liph, said  he,  has  sent  me  to  tell  you,  that 
Sie  must  roeak  with  you.  I  followed  the 
officer  to  the  palace,  where  being  presented 
to  the  caliph,  I  saluted  him,  by  prostrating 
myself  at  nis  ieet  Sindbad,  said  he  to  me, 
I  stand  in  need  of  you;  you  must  do  me  tlie 
Krvice  to  carry  mv  answer  and  present  to 
the  king  of  Serendib.  It  is  but  just  I  should 
return  his  civility. 

This  command  of  the  caliph  to  me  was 
[ike  a  clap  ot  thunder.  Comnuuider  of  the 
fiuthful,  replied  I,  I  am  ready  to  do  what- 
ever vour  majesty  shall  tlunk  nt  to  command 
me;  out  I  beseech  you  most  humbly  to 
consider  what  I  have  undergone.  I  have 
also  made  a  vow  never  to  go  out  of  Bagdad. 
Hence,  I  took  occasnn  to  give  him  alarge 
and  particular  account  of  all  m  v  adventures, 
which  he  had  the  patience  to  near  out. 

As  soon  as  I  had  finished,  I  confess,  said 
he,  that  the  things  you  tell  me  are  very  ex- 
traordinary, yet  you  must,  for  my  spJce,  un- 
dertake tms  vojfage  whicn  I  propose  to  you. 
You  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  go  to  the  isle 
of  Serendib,  anof  deliver  the  commission 
which  I  give  you.  Ailer  that  you  are  at 
liberty  to  return.  But  you  must  go;  for 
you  know  it  would  be  indecent  and  not  suit- 
able to  my  dignity,  to  be  indebted  to  the 
kin§:  of  that  Slana.  Perceiving  that  the 
caliph  insisted  upon  it,  I  submitted,  and 
told  him  that  I  was  willing  to  obey.  He 
was  very  weU  pleased  at  it,  and  ordered  me 
a  thousand  sequins  for  the  charge  of  my 
journey. 

I  prepared  fbr^my  departure  in  a  few  days, 
and  as  soon  as  the  caliph's  letter  and  pre- 
sent were  delivered  to  me,  I  went  to  Balso- 
rSL,  where  I  embarked,  and  had  a  very  hap- 
py voyiige.  I  arrived  at  the  isle  of  Serendm, 
where  I  acquainted  the  king's  ministers  with 
my  commission,  andprayed  them  to  get  me 
q^edy  audience.  They  did  so,  and  I  was 
conducted  to  the  palace  in  an  honourable 
manner,  where  I  saluted  the  king  by  proe- 
tration,  according  to  custom.  That  prince 
knew  me  immediately,  and  testilieif  very 
great  joy  to  see  me.  O  Sindbad,  said  he, 
you  are  welcome:  I  swear  to  you  I  have 
many  times  thought  of  you  since  vou  went 
hence ;  1  bless  the  day  upon  which  we  see 
one  another  once  more.  I  mcuie  my  com- 
pliment to  him,  and  ailer  having  thanked 
him  for  his  kindness  to  me,  I  dehvered  the 
caliph's  letter  and  present,  which  he  receiv- 
ed with  all  imaginable  satisfactkin. 

The  caliph's  present  was  a  complete  set 
of  cloth  of  gold,  valued  at  one  thousand 
■equins:  fifty  robes  of  rich  stuff)  a  hundred 
^ther  of  while  cfech,  the  finest  ofCairo,  Suez. 


Cusa,*  and  Alexandria  ;t  a  royal  crifima 
bed,  and  asccondof  anotlier  fashion:  a  ves- 
sel of  a^ate  broader  than  deep,  an  inch  thick, 
and  hall'  a  foot  wide^  the  bottom  of  which 
represented  in  bas-rcliel  a  man  with  one  knee 
on  thegi-ound,  wlio  held  abow  and  an  arrow, 
ready  to  let  fly  at  a  lion.    He  sent  him  also 
a  rich  table,  wliich,  according  to  traditioii, 
belonged  to  tlie  gi-eat  Solomon.    The  ca- 
liph's letter  was  as  Ibllows: 
'  Greeting  in  the  miine  of  the  sovereign 
guide  of  the  ri<?ht  way,  to  the  potent 
and  happy  sultan,  from  Abdallah  Ha- 
roun  Alraschid,  whom  God  hath  set  in 
the  place  of  honour,  after  his  anceston 
of  happy  memory : 
*  We  received  your  letter  with  joy,  and 
send  you  this  from  tlie  council  of  our  port; 
the  garden  of  superior  wits.     We  nope, 
when  you  look  upon  it,  you  will  ^d  our 
good  intentbn,  and  be  pleased  with   it. 
Adieu.' 

The  kin^  of  Serendib  was  hi^hJy  pleased 
that  the  caliph  answered  his  friendship.  A 
little  time  after  this  audience,  I  solicited 
leave  to  depart,  and  had  much  difik^ultv  to 
obtain  it  I  obtained  it  however  at  fart, 
and  the  king,  when  he  dismissed  me.  nmde 
me  a  very  considerable  present.  I  embarked 
immediately  to  return  to  Bagdad,  but  had 
not  the  good  fortune  to  amve  there  at  I 
hoped.    God  ordered  it  otherwise. 

Three  or  four  days  after  my  departure, 
we  were  attacked  by  corsairs,  wtK>  easly 
seized  upon  our  ship,  because  it  was  no 
vessel  of  force.  Some  of  the  crew  oflered 
resistance,  which  cost  them  their  lives.  Bat 
tor  me  and  the  rest,  who  were  not  so  impra- 
dent,  tlie  corsairs  saved  us,  on  purpose  to 
make  slaves  of  us. 

Day  beginning  to  appear,  Scheherazade 
was  oblijged  to  keep  siience,  but  next  night 
resumedthe story  thus : 


EIGHTY-NINTH  NIGHT. 

Sir,  said  she  to  the  sultan  of  the  Indies. 
Sindbad  continuing  his  story,  told  the  com- 
pany. We  were  all  stripped,  and  instead  oi 
our  own  clothes,  they  gave  us  sorry  ng% 
and  carried  us  into  a  remote  island,  where 
they  sold  u& 

1  tell  into  the  hands  of  a  rich  merchant, 
who,  as  soon  as  he  bought  me,  carried  me 
to  his  house,  treated  me  well,  and  clad  me 
handsomely  for  a  slave.  Some  dajrs  after, 
not  knowing  who  I  was,  he  asked  me  if  I 
understood  any  trade  ?  I  an6>vered,  that  I 
was  no  mechanic,  but  a  merchant,  and  that 
the  coisiirs  who  sold  me,  robbed  me  of  all 
I  had.  But  tell  me,  replied  he,  can  tou 
shoot  with  a  bow  ?  I  answered,  that  the  bow 
was  one  of  my  exercises  in  my  youtJi,  and  I 
had  not  yet  forgot  it.    Then  he  gave  me  a 

*  A  port  on  the  Red  Set. 
t  A  town  of  Anbia. 
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iMmaod  arrows,  and  taldn^  me  behind  him 
QpoQ  an  elephant  carried  me  to  a  vast  ib- 
m^  tome  leai^es  from  the  town.  We  went 
a  threat  way  mto  the  forest,  and  when  he 
tbrni^ht  fit  to  stop,  he  bid  me  alight ;  then 
ibowmg  me  a  great  tree,  Climb  up  that  tree, 
flud  he,  and  shoot  at  the  elephants  as  ^on 
•ee  them  pan  by,  tor  there  is  a  prodigious 
number  or  them  in  this  forest,  and  if  any  of 
them  fail,  come  and  give  me  notice  of  it 
Havinfc  spoken  tlius,  he  led  me  victuals,  and 
letamed  to  the  town,  and  I  continued  upon 
the  tree  ail  night 

I  saw  no  elephant  during  that  time,  but 
next  morning,  as  soon  as  the  sim  was  up,  I 
«LW  a  great  ndmber :  I  shot  several  arrows 
among  them,  and  at  laf«t  one  of  the  elephants 
fell;  uie  rest  retired  immediately,  and  lell 
me  at  hberty  to  go  and  ac<|uaint  rny  patron 
wih  my  booty.  When  I  had  told  him  the 
news,  he  g[ave  mc  a  good  meal,  commended 
my  dertenty,  and  caresued  me  highly.  We 
went  afterwards  together  to  the  forest, 
where  we  dug  a  hole  for  the  elephant ;  my 
pation  designing  to  return  when  it  was  rot- 
ten, and  to  take  his  teeth,  &c.  to  trade  with. 
I  continued  this  game  tor  two  months, 
and  killed  an  elephant  every  day,  getting 
flometimes  uix>n  one  tree,  and  sometimes 
upon  another.  One  mornms:,  as  I  looked 
»r  the  elephants,  I  perceived  with  an  ex- 
treme amazement^  that,  instead  of  pasdng 
bj  me  across  the  torest  as  usual,  they  stop- 
ped, and  came  to  me  with  a  horrible  noise. 
m  eoeh  a  number  that  the  earth  was  covered 
irith  them,  and  shook  under  theni.  Thev 
aneompaseed  the  tree  where  I  was,  with 
(heir  trunks  extended,  and  their  eyes  all 
fixed  upon  me.  At  this  frightful  siiectacic 
I  continued  immoveable,  and  was  so  much 
IKi^tened,  that  my  bow  and  arrows  fell  out 
of  my  hand. 

Mr  (ears  were  not  in  vain ;  (or  afler  the 
^epnants  had  stared  upon  me  some  time, 
one  of  the  largest  of  them  put  hie  trunk 
round  the  foot  of  the  tree,  and  pulled  so 
atrong,  that  he  plucked  it  up,  and  threw  it 
on  the  ground ;  I  tell  with  the  tree,  and  the 
olepbant  taking  me  up  with  his  trunk,  laid 
me  on  hm  back,  where  I  sat  more  like  one 
dead  than  alive,  with  my  quiver  on  my  ithoul- 
der:  he  put  himself  at  the  head  of  the  rest, 
^9bo  Ibllowed  him  in  troops,  and  carried  me 
to  a  place  where  he  laid  me  down  on  the 
antHind,  and  retired  with  all  his  companions. 
Conceive,  if  you  can,  thecomlitionlwasin: 
I  thought  m>*self  to  be  in  a  dream ;  at  loKt, 
after  toving  lain  some  time,  and  seeing  the 
elephants  gone,  I  got  up,  and  timnd  iwas 
upon  a  k>ng  and  broad  hill,  covered  all  over 
with  the  bones  and  teetli  of  elophantA.  I 
oonlesB  to  you  that  this  object  furnished  me 
with  abundance  oi  reflections.  I  admired 
Che  instinct  of  those  animals;  I  doubted  not 
bnt  that  was  their  burying-piace,  and  that 
th^  carried  me  thither  on  purpose  to  tell 
that  I  should  tbrbear  to  persecute  them, 
I  did  it  only  for  then*  teeth.    I  did  nnl 


stav  on  the  hill,  but  turned  towards  the  city, 
and,  after  having  travelled  a  day  and  a 
night,  I  came  to  my  patron ;  I  met  no  ele- 
phant in  my  way^  which  made  me  think 
they  had  retired  farther  into  the  forest,  to 
leave  me  at  liberty  to  come  back  to  the  nili  . 
without  any  obstacle. 

As  soon  as  mv  patron  saw  me ;  Ah,  poor 
Sindbad,  said  ne,  I  was  in  great  trouble 
to  know  what  had  become  of  you.  I  have 
been  at  the  forest,  where  I  ibund  -a  tree 
newly  pulled  un,  and  a  bow  and  arrows  on 
the  ground,  and  after  having  sought  for  you 
in  vain,  I  despaired  of  ever  seeing  you  more. 
Pray,  tell  me  what  befell  you,  and  by  what 
good  hap  thou  art  still  alive.  I  satisfiea  his 
curioeitv,  and  goin^  both  of  us  next  morn- 
ing to  the  hill,  he  iound  to  his  great  joy  that 
what  I  had  told  him  was  true.  We  loaded 
the  elephant  u|)on  which  we  came  with  as 
many  teeth  as  he  could  carry ;  and  when  we 
were  returned,  Brother,  said  my  natron,  for 
I  will  treat  vou  no  more  as  my  slave,  after 
having  maiie  such  a  discovery  as  will  enrich 
me,  God  bless  you  with  all  happiness  and 
pro8|)erity.  I  declare  before  him  that  I  give 
you  your  Uberty.  I  concealed  from  you 
what  I  am  now  going  to  tell  you. 

The  elephants  of  our  forest  have  every 
year  killed  us  a  great  many  slaves,  whom  we 
sent  to  seek  ivory.  For  all  the  cautions  we 
could  give  them,  tlioec  crat^'  animals  killed 
them  one  time  or  other.  God  has  delivered 
you  from  their  fury,  and  has  bestowed  that 
favour  upon  you  only.  It  is  a  sign  that  he 
loves  you.  and  has  use  tor  your  service  in  the 
world.  You  have  procured  me  incredible 
pain.  We  could  not  have  ivory  formerly, 
hut  by  expoeinff  the  lives  of  our  slaves,  ana 
now  our  whole  city  is  enriched  by  your 
means.  Do  not  think  I  pretend  to  have  re- 
warde<l  you  by  giving  you  your  Uberty  ;  I 
will  also  give  you  considerable  riches.  I 
would  engage  all  our  city  to  contribute  to- 
wards making  your  fortune,  but  I  will  have 
tlieg  lory  of  doing  it  mj^self. 

To  this  obliging  discourse  I  replied.  Pa- 
tron. God  preserve  you.  Your  giving  me 
my  liberty  is  enough  to  discharge  what  you 
owe  me,  and  I  desire  no  other  reward  for  the 
service  I  had  the  good  fortune  to  do  to  you 
and  your  city,  but  leave  to  return  to  my  own 
country.  Very  well,  paid  he,  the  monsoon* 
will  in  a  little  time  bring  shiiie  for  ivory. 
I  will  send  you  home  then,  and  give  you 
wherewith  to  hear  your  charges,  l  thank- 
ed him  again  for  my  liberty,  and  his  good 
intentions' towards  me.  I  staid  with  nim, 
cxiiecting  tlie  monsoon;  and  during  that 
time,  we  made  so  many  journeys  to  the 
hill,  that  we  fille<l  all  our  warehouses  with 
ivory.  The  other  merchants,  who  traded 
in  it,  (lid  the  same  thing,  for  it  could  not  be 
long  concealed  tit)m  them.  At  these  worda 
Scheherazade,  perceiving  day,  broke  oft* 

*  A  regnhr  wind  that  bbws  u  months  fimn 
the  fast,  andasmtnyiWim  the  west 


tin 


ARABIAN  NIGHTS'  ENTERTAINMENTS. 


NINETIETH  NIGHT/ 


8»,  said  she  to  the  sultan  of  the  Indies, 
Sindbad  went  on  with  his  seventh  voyage 
thus: 

The  ships  arrived  at  last^  and  my  patron 
himself  having  made  choice  of  the  styn 
wherein  I  was  to  embark,  he  loaded  half 
of  it  with  ivory  on  my  account,  he  laid  in 
provisions  in  abundance  ibr  ray  paaeage, 
and  besides  obliged  me  to  Gu;cept  a  present 
of  the  curiosities  of  the  cxnintry  ol  great 
^ue.  Afler  I  had  returned  him  a  thou- 
sand thanks  for  all  his  favours,  I  went 
aboard.  We  set  sail,  and  as  the  adventure 
which  procured  me  this  liberty  was  very 
extraordinary,  I  liad  it  continually  in  my 
thoufi^hts. 

We  stopped  at  some  islands  to  take  in 
fresh  provisions.  Our  vessel  being  come  to 
a  port  on  the  main  land  in  tlic  Indies,  we 
touched  there,  and  not  being  willing  to  ven- 
ture by  sea  to  Balsora,  I  landed  my  propor- 
tion or  the  ivory,  resolving  to  prqpeed  on  my 
iourney  by  land.  I  made  vast  sums  of  my 
ivory,  I  bought  several  rarities,  which  I  in- 
tended for  presents,  and  when  my  equi[)ii^e 
was  got  reenfyj  I  set  out  in  company  ota 
laiige  caravan  of  merchants.  I  was  a  long 
time  on  the  way,  and  sufiered  very  much ; 
but  endureti  all  with  patience,  when  I  con- 
sidered ttiat  I  had  nothing  to  lear  from  the 
seas,  from  pirates,  from  serpents,  nor  of  the 
other  perils  I  had  undergone. 

AJl  ttiese  fatigues  ended  at  last,  and  I 
came  safe  to  Bagdad.  I  went  immedi- 
ately to  wait  upon  tlie  caliph,  and  gave  him 
an  account  of  my  embassy.  Tlmt  prince 
told  me  he  had  been  uneasy,  by  reason  I  was 
so  long  in  returning,  but  that  he  always 
hoped  God  would  preserve  me.  When  I 
told  him  of  the  adventure  of  the  elephants, 
he  seemed  to  be  much  surprised  at  it,  and 
would  never  have  given  any  credit  to  it  had 
he  not  known  my  sincerity.  He  reckoned 
,this  story,  and  the  otiier  relations  I  had 
given  him,  to  be  so  curious,  thiat  he  ordered 
one  of  his  secretaries  to  write  them  in  cha- 
racters of  gold,  and  lay  them  up  in  his  trea- 
siyy.  I  retired  very  well  satisfied  with 'the 
honours  I  received,  and  the  presents  which 
he  gave  me;  and  alter  that  I  gave  my- 
■elfup  wholly  to  my  family,  kindred,  and 
friends. 

Sindbad  here  finished  the  relatkin  of  his 
seventh  and  laat  voyage,  and  then,  address- 
ing himself  to  Hindoad,  Well,  friend,  said 
he.  di<l  you  ever  hear  of  any  person  that 
suffered  so  much  as  I  have  done,  or  of  any 
mortal  tliat  has  gone  through  so  many  per- 
plexities? Is  it  not  reasonable  that,  after 
ail  this,  I  should  enjoy  a  quiet  and  pleasant 

*  This  is  the  last  interruption  the  stories  will 
ifceive  by  beinf^  divided  into  portions  related  on 
succeadve  nights.  The  reader  is  therefore  to 
sappose  that  Schehenoade  now  continues  speak- 
ing with  aA  being  interrupted. 


life?  As  he  said  this,  Hindbad  drew  near  to 
him,  and  kissing  his  hand,  said,  I  must  oc- 
knowledge,  sir,  you  have  gone  through 
terrible  dangers ;  m^  troubles  are  not  coni- 
parable  to  yours:  if  they  afflict  me  for  a 
time,  I  comibrt  m>'self  with  the  thoughts 
of  tlie  profit  I  get  by  them.  You  not  only 
deserve  a  quiet  lite,  but  are  worthy  besides 
of  all  the  riches  you  enjoy,  because  you 
make  such  a  good  and  generous  use  of 
them.  May  you  therefore  continue  to  live 
in  happiness  and  joy,  till  the  day  of  vour 
death.  Sindbad  gave  him  a  hundred  ae- 
quiiiS  more,  received  h«m  into  the  number 
of  his  friend^  and  desired  him  to  quit  his 
poitei's  employment,  and  come  and  dine 
every  day  with  him,  tliat  he  mupht  ail  his 
days  f lave  reason  to  remember  Sndbad  the 
sauor. 


Tlie  three  Apples. 

Thi  Caliph  Haroun  Ab-ascliid  one  dajr 
commanded  the  grand  vizier  6iafar,tocome 
to  his  palace  the  night  Ibllowinff.  Vizier^ 
said  he,  I  will  take  a  walk  around  the  town, 
to  inform  myself  what  people  sa)^,  and  par- 
ticularly how  they  are  pleased  with  my  offi- 
cers of  justice.  Ifthere  be  any  against  whom 
they  have  reason  of  just  complaint,  we  will 
turn  tliem  out,  and  put  otliers  in  their  stead 
who  shall  officiate  better.  If,  on  the  contra- 
ry, there  be  any  that  have  gained  their  a|>- 
plause,  we  will  have  that  esteem  for  them 
which  thev  deserve.  The  grand  vizier  beioff 
come  to  the  palace  at  the  hour  appointea, 
the  caliph,  he,  and  Mesrour.the  chief  of  the 
eunuchs,  dis^ised  themselves  so  that  they 
could  not  be  known,  and  went  out  ail  three 
together. 

They  passed  through  several  places,  and 
by  several  markets;  and  as  they  entered  a 
small  street,  tliev  perceived,  by  tiie  liffht  of 
the  moon^  a  tall  man,  with.a  white  beard, 
who  earned  nets  on  his  head,  and  a  club  in 
his  hand.  The  old  man.  said  the  caliph, 
does  not  seem  to  be  rich ;  let  us  go  to  him, 
and  inquire  into  his  circumstances.  Honest 
man,  said  the  vizier,  who  art  thou?  The 
old  man  replied,  Sir,  I  am  a  fisher,  but  one 
of  the  poorest  and  most  miserable  of  the 
trade :  I  went  from  my  house  about  noon  to 
go  a  nsliing,  and  from  that  time  to  this  I 
have  not  teen  able  to  catch  one  fish;  and 
at  the  same  time  I  have  a  wife  and  small 
children,  and  nothing  to  maintain  them. 

The  caliph,  rooveti  with  compessioa,  said 
to  the  fisherman.  Hast  thou  tlie  coura^  Co 
go  back  and  cast  thy  net  once  more?  Y^e 
will  give  thee  a  hundred  sequins  for  what 
thou  shaft  bring  up.  At  this  proposal,  the 
Sherman,  forg^etting  all  his  da/s  toil,  took 
the  cfdiph  at  his  word;  and  with  him.  Qm- 
far  andf  Mesrour,  returned  to  the  Tigris; 
he  saying  to  himself:  These  gentkiMn 
'  seem  to  be  too  honest  and  reasoiable  not  to 
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Rwwd  my  i«in>:  bikI  if  thi>y  irivp  tth;  tli 
hunliwlth  part  of  what  they  pruminr  me, 
■ritt  h«  a  irmil  deal. 

They  camp  to  Ihp  honk  of  tliB  iiviT,  an 
the  fvlfnnaii  throvriiii;  in  liw  ml,  wlu-ii  ti 
dicw  It  osaiii,  hrouzhl  <i!>  a  trunk,  rliiar 
ihut.  mut  very  lioivy.  TTk;  riilti>h  m;ulr  the 
^mnil  vjzter  imy  him  n  humlmt  Rei|uiiiii 
■mmiitiiiirly,  iinilKfiit  him  nwa*.  Mivni 
by  hi*  iniii^irr'ii  otiIpt.  c.-irripil  ifie  iniiik 
hixvhtnihliT:  (trHl  the  ruMi  wjw  «>  Vi 
cn^rr  tu  kiviw  what  van*  in  it.  that  hi- .. 
liinM-il  In  thp  )iHliir«f  with  ;ill  oi^st.  Wlu-n 
Uip  mink  wiiH  mieiiPil.  ihi'v  tininil  in  it  u 
luncr  luixbPt  nui'lp  nf  |>.i1ni  Ipnviit.  Hliiit  u|i, 
■n<llhprni'pHlii:nl'itirn-r.|  w>lhn-  tthmtl. 
Tu  -^itji'V  Ihp  raliiih'ii  iminlH'iirp.  llu'v 
wxiM  not  inkp  timp  tu  unni<  it.  hut  mt  the 
tlin-a'l  with  n  ktiilP.  aixl  th<-y  loik  nut  iil' 
the  Isiski-t  n  huiiille  wn|>t  up  in  n  "M-ry 
piere  nl'  hnngine.  nnri  hdai.iil  iihum  with  a 
npp.  whirh  m-iiis  iiiitieil,  nml  ihr  himilte 
Ofieivil.  tlipy  Irniitil,  to  their  erPiit  amaze- 
ment, the  conw  "f  n  yinin^  liuly,  winter 
than  niow,  all  rut  in  |iirp>v. 

Thp  fulniiiiiliniprit  ot'  tlw  rnhi'h  nt  ihif 
(IrPBitfnl  wi'erlnrli-  may  be  in^re  pju-ily  imii- 
finnl  thill  pxpremnl  ;  hw  wiri'ti"*  »nH  ni- 
■antlv  clinn^p'l  inin  paiwHiii,  niul  ilnrtins 
an  an^  lonk  nt  (hp  vixier.  Ah  Mh<Hi  wreli'h, 
mithr.vihiiiyoiiriivi^clintiniiiiihciii-ti'Mis 
Ol'mypeotilp  1  Dn  tlirrnmimit  iitKrJitmi'iniiH 
munlero  iin-ler  ihr  niiiiiirtry  in  ii»'  riil*''"' 
ejty.  niiH  throw  mv  nitijerit  iimi  the  Tieri*. 
that  Ihev  mav  rri-  ti>r  veneeanre  ii-niinn 
me  ai  the duv nTjinlsniPiit  t  Il'ihuii .kM  mrt 
^we.lily  revenue  lhpniiiriWol'thiaiv>ini:i;i 
by  the  Heath  iH'  hpr  miinlprpf,  I  -wiiir  hv 
hrnvpn,  thai  I  will  rainr  ilipe  i-i  li"-  hiiUL'- 
•d.  aiit  llirly  nMire  ot'  Ihv  kin  In- 1.  (%im 
namler  nt'  the  liiilhfiil.  reiilii- 1  Ihr  eranil 
viiier,  I  lipz  yiKir  ni.iHiitv  tiiKniiit  inr  iittw 
Id  m.'i^p  iiHjiiirv,  I  iinll  iilk>w  itiii-  no  mut; 
aikl  iltp  ciilit<h,  than  ttute  ilnyi^  lJu:n.-lurr, 
thou  miiPt  Viik  m  h. 

The  vaier  Oial'nr  went  home  in  ineal 
nofrainiL    AIm!  «id  be,  bow  ■  it 


.,  —  ...  such  a  vaM  and  popakn 
Dii^ilad.  I  i4iou1<l )«  able  to  ilHecta 
nninlpn-r.  who  unili>uhti-ill>  rommined  tha 
rritni'tviiliiiut  nitniiv.  anilpcrhaiu  maybe 
ulniiily  icuni-  fnim  lipnrv  I  Any  other  but  I 
iviHil.i  tJtki-  winw  wretohiil  iieiwm  out  el' 
I'liaiM.  anil  eaiM-  him  to  ilie,  to  sitiaiy  the 
ralipli;  hut  1  will  iKit  btirdcn  my  cnn- 
wii-iirt-  with  ■uchabarh;iRniiiarlk>n;  I  will 
nither  ilir  tluiii  ntii-  my  liti-  nl  tluil  mte. 

He  unlen-.l  ihi-  oiKrerK  nl'  ilic  i»lice  anJ 
juKtici-  to  m:ik<-  idrirt  M-airh  liir  Ihr  crimi- 
luil ;  ihey  m-iil  llieir  Krvantv ulioul.nnil  they 
them«lv(-!i  wpw  ihiI  klli-,  liir  iliey  wt-re  no 
lewcnnrenip.linlhif  malliTllmnihpvi/ier. 

thiiis:  wluil  jciiriii  hu'vit  tlii'y  link  Ihey 
cinilil  ihH  lin.loiil  tlipmiiiik-n'r;i»ilialilie 
vizifr  rmirlu  h- 1  liin  liti-  to  bi-  g"in^.  unitm 
some  remiirkalile  |Huviili-tire  huuti-r  it 
Tin-  tliini  ilav  hems  i-omp,  nn  officer  came 
to  iliH  iiiik'irtiiiinte  iiiiiii<h-i'  with  a  Mim- 
miiiH  to  l<i)h>w  hnn,  wliieh  llie  vjxjpf  ol«y- 
pi.  Tlipeali|ih  nwiii-il  hiinlciriheniiinlerer. 
He  .ri^wfre  I,  wiih  ii-arx  in  liih  pvi-b.  Com- 
:lH\ll,  I  h:H 


II  lh:.1 


.rh.m.    Tti.-r;. 

ii>h. 

M.i 

liiry  niul  rafe, 
il   wonk  m^ 

ir.ivc  him   miitiy 

or,l<-n-l   ihitl   hp 

ti.,-r 

Bi-rimvidta* 

nun;  xhmil,!  U- 1 

ut!:< 

|U]> 

nt  ilie  gate  ol 

hp  pnlarp. 

Dip  ini-nii  tvhilp.  thi-  L'iliheW  were  nro- 

EriiiK,  lui'l  urik-ih  wn<  m-iiI  tu  M^ize  kill/ 
■rnii-ri.l™  ni"  r  in  IhPir  li"'!.-*)'^  n  iniblic 
u'.L-  H'-ni  .il-Mit  iliecnv  lurry  ihiM,  by 
.iliiih'n  iM-  h-r:— TIkm-  wIw  luive  a  de- 
II «■•■  till- er.vi-i  v.y.Pi  (ii.tliir  lianreil, 
.      jiTty  m-«-  Il.nnir>  i.-' 1.1' liM  kimTiol, 
Ut  llu-ln  roliu:  In  lid-  H|U.ife  licliin:  ttic  po- 

Whi'n  all  ihimfwi-rr  rra  Iv,  ttlir  criminal 
ilt;e  >i(iil  n  ert^a  iiiany  uriiceiv  hekinxioc 
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(otheT»]ac«,  brought  oul  the  erand  viieier 
with  tno  fony  Bermeciilei',  nndi«l  eacli  of 
them  at  the  lijot  of  the  ^())H.'t  iltvigneil  (or 
Ihem,  and  a  rope  was  jiul  ahoul  each  ol' 
their  necks.  The  multituile  ol'  |)cople  tliut 
filled  the  square.  coulJ  iioi  witlKwt  Rrief 
and  learn  behold  this  tnijrical  sijjJit;  tor  the 
grand  vizier  and  the  Bern  tec  ides  ivere  loved 
and  honoured  on  acconiil  ol'  their  probity, 
bounlv,  and  impartlHlity.  not  only  in  Ikie- 
dad,  out  through  all  the  domiiiiona  ol'  ihc 

Noting  could  prevent  the  execution  of 
itua  prince's  tuo  severe  and  irrevocable  een- 
(ence,  and  the  lives  ol'  the  nio><t  iKineat  i«o- 
ple  in  the  city  were  just  (n/iiig'  to  be  laken 
Bway,when  ayoiing  man  III' liiiiuUiine  mien 
Bndeoodap|uirel.prot«d  iliniiiL'h  the cmwd 
till  he  canit  wbcri;  the  irnin.l  vi/ier  was, 
and  alW  he  hail  kixfed  hs  liiiiul,  mid,  M<>--I 
excellenl  vizier,  chiel'ut' iltu  rmii-HOl' thi>^ 
court,  and  comtuier  ol'  the  i"i"ir,  you  are 
not  guiltv  ol'the  crime  liir  whk-li  you  ntiind 
here.  Witlxlraw,  ami  N  nie  cxiiiiile  the 
death  ortlie  lady  thiil  was  tlimnii  into  the 
Tigris.  It  \ms  I  nlui  niunleml  her,  nud  1 
deserve  (o  be  iiunislied  Ibr  il. 

Though  the*  words  oc^iishnied  great  joy 
to  the  vutier,  ^et  he  couldiKit  but  |uty  the 
young  man,  in  whoiie  look  lie  Maw  HOiiie- 
thing,  that  instead  iif  lipitiz  oniiiiuux,  was 
engaging:  but  as  he  was  idmut  to  auxwer 
hiln,  a  tall  man,  pretly  well  in  vrtim,  wlw 
hail  lihewiie  linced  )iw  way  tliniugh  llic 
crowd,  cams  up  lo  him,  saying,  tiir,  do  not 
believe  wbat  lliin  rouni;  man  ti'll«  you;  I 
killeil  ttial  liulv  wli'o  Wiis  found  in  Ihc  trunk, 
and  thiu  puntHtiment  ought  only  to  tnll  ujini) 
me.  I  conjure  you  in  the  iianwot'G<Hl  notto 
punish  the  inrioccnt  for  tlte(;iiiltv.  Sir.xaiil 
the  young  man  lo  theriziur.  I  do  protect 
that  I  am  he  who  comniiite<I  this  vile  art, 
and  nohody  ebe  had  nnj;  liand  in  iL — My 
won,  raid  the  old  man,  it  is  dcenair  iliai 
broMght  you  hither,  and  you  n-ould  antici- 
jmitK  yoor  destiny.  I  have  Lved  a  long  time 
m  tin  world,  and  il  ir  lime  frt  edb  to  be 


a  the  murderer ;  tat 


lie  ladr. 
8,  which 


gone ;  let  me,  therefore,  sacrifice  my  life  ftr 
yoius.    Sir,  said  he  aeain  to  the  vixii 
Itll  you  once  more  I  (      "^ 
me  <lie  without  any  mure  auo. 

The  controversy  between  the  old  man  and 
the  young  one  obliged  the  gnind  vizier  Gi»- 
t'ur  to  carry  tliem  both  before  the  calipli, 
which  the  judge  criminal  consented  to,  bft- 
ing  very  glad  to  serve  the  vizier.  When  he 
curaebeiiire  the  prince,  tie  IcisKd  the  ground 
seven  times,  and  cpakc  after  this  mtuiner; 
Commander  ol~ the  laitht'ul.  1  have  bnxight 
heie  belbre  your  mniet^v  this  old  nian  and 
this  young  man,  who  both  confess  them- 
selves to  be  the  sole  munlcreis  of  tlte  It 

Then  the  cali|>h  nnked  tlie  criminals,  wl 

oflhum  it  wus  that  mcrudly  murd^edtlw 
lady,  iiml  tliruw  her  into  the  Tigris.  The 
yuuiig  niiui  Hi«ured  him  it  was  he,  but  tha 
old  man  niniiilaine>l  tlic  contrary.  Go,  said 
tJie  ralipli  to  the  grand  vizier,  and  caun 
them  biiili  lo  lie  ]iaii>:cil.  Dot,  mr,  miil  tha 
viaier.  il'  only  one  bi'  iheni  lie  guitly,  it 
would  lie  uiijuiit  lo  take  ihc  livci^ol'biith> 
Ai  ili(«e  wordx.  tlie  young  man  spoke  a^ain 
—I  siveiir  by  the  f  reat  G<xi,  wlio  has  rwaed 
the  heaven  so  high,  tliat  I  am  the  man 
wim  killed  tlie  lady,  cut  her  in  (juatteni 
and  tlircw  her  into  the  Tigris  about  loqr 
.laj-sago.  I  renounce  mypartofliappinea 


tluit  ought  lo  Buficir.  The  cali)>h  being  k 
priwrd  at  this  oath,  lielievcti  him,  especialij 
since  tlie  old  man  made  no  atMwer  to  thift 
VMiefenicn,  tiiniing  lo  the  voung  man, 
Tliou  wretch,  said  he.  what  was  it  that 
iniiile  thee  connnii  lliai  detest  able  crime.and 
wlwt  is  it  that  moves  Uice  lo  ofliir  thndT 
volunlnrdvlodie?  C'-ommonderoftheraith- 
I'ul,  said  he,  if  all  ilmt  has  uarecd  bctweaa 
ihiu  hidv  anil  me  were  set  tklwn  in  wntiiy, 
it  would  be  a  htstury  that  might  be  veir 
useful  Ibr  other  men.  I  command  thee, 
then,  to  relate  it,  said  the  caliph.  Tlta 
young  moil  obeyed,  and  began.    His  birto- 
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1%»SbtrfrfVuLadwaatvatvuirder- 

Oonunuidtr  of  the  faithful,  tout  majcBt/ 

Kbe  piMwd  to  know,  that  tois  munfereJ 
ma  mj  wife,  the  daughter  ot'  thta  old 


I  have  three  children 


It  do 


■owBlevwtveanngo,  Ihavethn 
bf  her,  all  boyi,  yet  aiive ;  and 
MrthMjuMicetoiBr,  that  ihe  uever  snvc 
■tetheleBMoccMioafiirafleDefi.  She  waa 
daMa,  of  icod  behavioar,  and  made  it  her 
whole  bonnew  to  pleaw  me ;  and,  for  tay 
fut,  1  knred  her  entirely,  and  raiher  pre- 
nnMd  her  in  franiinc  any  thinx  ihe  desired, 


;  I 

her,  and  spared 


florai7-    After  a  mooUi  ihe  began  to  grow 

bMtf ,  and  had  a  mind  to  go  to  the  bath. 

It  out  of  (be  EouM,  Coumn, 


il  JnMt^nable  care  n 
IS  thw|  oould  procun 


■  ago^  ibe  feil_ 

>ad  a  I 
ii|A^(fbrn  rtieiMed 


ftaibuityj  I  kMic  roreome 


-        — -,, _  — Dplca-,ifyou 

wonld  M  rue  any,  you  would  pleaae  me 
anruMr.  I  have  kmged  for  them  a  great 
while;  and  I  must  ownitia  come  to  that 
baicu,  thai  if  I  be  not  ntiified  very  non,  1 
Mtf  eone  miribrtune  will  befiiU  me.  With 
■fl  my  heart,  aaid  1, 1  will  do  all  that  ia  in 
mr  power  to  make  you  eaey. 

1  want  immediaiely  round  bU  the  mai^eta 
■ad  4iopi  in  the  town  to  seek  Ibr  apples, 
•at  I  eould  not  ^  one,  though  I  oflered  to 
pajavquinarpiece.  I  returned  home  very 
Hadl  Awnti^Bd  at  niy  diMppainlment ; 
atadArmy  wife,  when  ahe  returned  from  the 
fcM"*",  and  nw  nu  appksL  ahe  became  k> 
vwf  UDcaiy,  that  the  eould  not  sleep  all 
BVit  1  get  up  betimea  in  the  moining, 
■M  went  through  all  the  mrdeuL  but  bail 
■a  beOer  iuccew  than  the  (lay  belore  i  only 
I  happmed  to  meet  an  old  gardener,  who 
■old  BM  that  all  my  pains  would  signify  no- 
>ki_  c,  [  ^fn^  Qot  expect  to  find  applet 


■or  wfaara  but  in  your  majesty^  garden  at 
Bun^  Ai  I  loved  my  wife  paaaiotiately, 
Bad  wooU  not  have  any  neglect  to  sntUy 


berehafnable  upon  roe,  I  dressed  myself 
a  travellar^  habit,  and  sAer  I  had  lold  b.. 
Ufitdfu,!  went  to  Bakora,  and  mode  my 
joaner  with  k>  great  diligence,  thai  I  re- 
tnrnad  at  the  eDdVfillcen  days,  with  three 
mlei,  wfaieh  cert  me  a  Kouin  a-piuce ; 
tbera  were  no  more  left  in  the  garden,  so 
that  the  gardener  would  nnt  let  me  have 
than  dMiper.  A*  soon  a*  I  carae  home,  I 
peaenied  them  lo  my  wife ;  but  her  longing 
waa  trver,  ■>  she  MUialied  benelf  with  re- 
Miriac  Ibem.  and  laid  tbeu  down  t^  her. 
fa^aMan  time,  sbecominaed  sickly,  and 
1  blew  DOC  what  remedy  to  get  for  her. 

Sme  few  daysafter  I  returned  from  my 
itoruBfi  I  tnis  sitting  in  my  alMp  in  the 
pMn  place  where  a3  aorta  eT  fine  Mulb 
an  weli,  and  mw  an  ugly,  tall,  blaek  alave 


apple  that  you  see. 


hia  band,  which  1 
..  _  bad  brought  from 
Balwre.  1  had  DO  reason  to  dount  it,  be- 
cause I  was  certain  there  waa  not  one  to  be 
had  in  all  Bagdad,  nor  in  any  of  the  ganlana 
about  it  I  called  to  him,  and  sa«1,  Good 
•lave,  prithee  tell  me  where  thou  hiuLt  this 
apple?  It  it  a  preiient,  taid  he,  snuliog,  trom 
mymislreai.  1  went  lo  see  her  lo^lay,  and 
Ibund  her  out  of  order.  I  saw  three  apples 
lying  by  her,  and  asked  her  where  sbe  had 
them.  She  tuld  uie,  the  gorj  man,  her  hus- 
band, had  mode  a  Ibruiight's  journey  on 
purpoie  tor  them,  aitd  brought  them  her. 

ok  I 

iple 

This  discouise  put  me  out  of  my  ai. 

I  rose,  shut  up  my  shop,  laa  home  with  all 
speed,  aud  going  to  mv  wile's  chamber, 
looked  immediately  tor  the  applee ;  and  ae»' 
pie,  aaked  what  was  becoma 
_  xheu  my  wile  tumiiig  her 
ucau  luuie  place  where  the  apples  lay,  aud 
perceiving  t/iere  were  but  two.  answered  me 
coldly,  Oouain,  I  know  not  what  >i  becune 
□f  iL  At  tlu>  anawer,  I  did  verily  believe 
what  the  slave  told  me  to  be  true ;  luid  a  t  the 
wme  time,  giving  myiell'  up  to  mmlniM 
und  jealousy,  1  drew  mv  kuile  from  my  gir- 
dle, anfi  thrust  it  ioto  the  unlbrtunale  crea- 
— '-  throat.  I  olterwardt  cut  otf  her  bead, 


it  iji  a  bosket,  tewed  it  up  wii 

of  red  yam,  put  all  together  in  a  trunk, 
and  when  night  came,  1  carried  it  oa 
my  shoulder  down  to  the  Tigrii^  where  1 


gone  abroad ;  but  at  my  renum,  I  Ibund 
him  sitting  by  my  gate,  weeping  very  ma. 
leaked  bun  the  reeaou:  Father,  taid  he,  I 
took  this  uomiQg  lium  my  mnther,  without 
her  knowledge,  one  of  those  three  apples 
vou  brought  tter,  aud  I  kept  it  a  king  while  i 
but  as  1  was  pUiriiv  some  time  ago  with 
my  liolebtather,  in  the  street,  a  tall  slave 
that  went  by,  snatched  it  out  td'my  band^ 
and  carried  U  with  him.  I  ran  after  biii^ 
demanded  it  back,  and  beHdet,  laid  bin^ 
•'--•  '•  '-ekinged "- "- 

o  letch  it 

kiwed  him,  crying  out,  he  turned  and  beat 
me,  and  then  rau  awav  as  ttA  as  he  could 
from  one  lane  to  another,  till  at  leiuth  I 
lost  tight  of  him.  I  have  since  bnto  wauUic 
without  the  town  expecting  your  returu.  u» 
[my  you,  dear  lUlher,  not  to  tell  my  uwtW 
at'  It,  lest  it  should  make  her  worsei  aud 
when  he  bad  said  these  worda,  he  leU  a 
weepmg  ageia  more  bitterly  than  bafna. 

My  BQu'a  diacouiM  aftlicted  fMUyiwd  al 
measure.  I  then  Ibund  myMttfuiOr  al'aa 
eoonnouB  ciiBM^  and  rvaoiad  taft  Itia  of 
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having  »  eaaly  betieved  the  cnlumnies  of 
A  wretched  slave,  who,  from  what  he  had 
learnt  of  my  son,  invented  that  fatal  lie. 

My  uncle  here  present,  came  j[ust  at  the 
lime  to  see  his  daughter;  but  instead  of 
finding  her  ah've,  unaeratood  from  me  that 
she  was  dead,  lor  I  concealed  nothing  from 
him ;  and  without  staying  for  his  censure, 
declared  myself  the  greatest  criminal  in  the 
world. 

Upon  this,  instead  of  reproaching  me,  he 
joined  his  tears  with  mine,  and  we  wept 
three  days  together,  without  intemiisBion ; 
he  lor  the  lossoia  daughter  whom  he  always 
loved  tenderly,  and  llbr  the  loas  of  a  dear 
wile,  of  whom  I  had  deprived  m>'Belf  after 
so  cruel  a  manner,  by  giving  too  easy  credit 
to  the  report  of  a  Ijing  slave. 
^  This,  commander  of  the  faithful,  is  the 
sincere  confession  your  majesty  command^ 
ihxn  me.  You  have  heard  now  all  the  cix^ 
eumstances  of  my  crhne,  and  I  most  hum- 
bly beff  of  you  to  order  the  puniidmient  due 
for  it ;  now  severe  soever  it  may  be,  I  shall 
not  in  the  least  complain,  but  esteem  it  too 
ewy  and  senile. 

The  cafiph  was  verv  much  astonished  at 
the  yoimg  man's  remtion.  But  this  just 
prince,  finding  that  he  was  rather  to  be 
pitied  than  condemned,  began  to  speak  in 
hisfavYnir:  This  young  man^  crime,  said 
he,  is  pardonable  Defbre  God,  and  excusable 
with  men.  The  wicked  slave  is  the  sole 
cause  of  this  murder— it  is  he  alone  that  must 
be  punished;  wherefore,  sakl  he,  looldn? 
upon  the  frand  vizier,  I  ^ive  you  three  d&y°B 
time  to  nnd  him  out ;  if  you  do  not  bnng 
him  within  that  space,  you  shall  die  in  his 
steail.  The  unfortunate  Giafar,  who  thought 
himself  now  out  of  danger,  was  terribly  per- 
plexed at  this  new  order  of  the  caliph ;  but 
as  he  durst  not  return  any  answer  to  this 
prince,  whose  hasty  temper  he  knew  too 
well,  he  departed  from  his  presence,  and  re- 
tire<l  to  his  nouse  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  per- 
suading himself  he  had  but  three  days  to 
live ;  for  he  was  so  fully  persuaded  that  he 
sliould  not  find  the  slave,  that  he  made  not 
the  least  imiuiry  about  him.  Is  it  possible, 
said  he,  that  in  such  a  city  as  Bagdad,  where 
there  is  an  infinite  number  of  negro  slaves,  I 
should  be  able  to  find  him  out  that  is  guilty  ? 
Bo  that  unless  God  be  pleased  to  bring  it 
about,  as  he  hath  already  detected  the  mur- 
derer, nothing  can  save  my  life. 

He  ^nt  the  two  first  days  in  mourning 
with  his  familv,  who  sat  around  him  weep- 
ing and  complaining  of  the  caliph's  cruehy. 
The  third  day  being  come,  he  prepared 
himself  to  die  with  courage,  as  an  honest 
minister,  and  one  that  had  nothing  to  trou- 
ble his  conscience ;  he  sent  for  notaries  and 
witnenes,  who  signed  the  last  will  he  made 
in  tlieir  presence.  After  which,  he  took 
leave  of  his  wife  and  children,  and  bid  them 
the  last  &rewell.  All  his  IkmDy  were  drown- 
ed in  tears,  so  that  there  never  was  a  more 
iorrowfol  spectacle.  At  last,  themessenger 


came  fit>m  the  caliph  to  tell  him  thai  he' 
out  of  all  patience,  having  heard  noil: 
from  him.  nor  concerning  the  negro  slave 
which  he  had  commandeonim  to  search  for ; 
1  am  therefore  ordered,  said  he.  lo  bring  ftm 
before  his  throne.  The  afilicted  vizier  made 
ready  to  follow  the  mefieenger;  hot  aahe 
was  going  out,  they  brought  him  his  youngs 
est  daughter,  about  five  or  six  years  ofsfge. 
The  nurses  that  attended  her,  presented  nsr 
to  her  father  to  receive  his  last  blessinr^ 

As  he  had  a  particular  krve  tor  that  diikl^ 
he  prayed  the  messenger  to  give  him  leave 
to  stop  for  a  moment ;  and  taking  his  daiigl>- 
ter  in  his  arm^,  he  kissed  her  several  times. 
As  he  kissed  her,  he  perceived  she  had 
somewhat  in  her  bosom  that  kicked  bulky, 
and  had  a  sweet  scent  My  dear  little  one, 
said  he,  what  hast  thou  in  thy  bosom?  My 
dear  father,  said  she,  it  is  an  apple,  upon 
which  B  written  the  name  Oi'  our  lord  and 
master,  the  caliph ;  our  slave  Rihan*  sold  it 
me  for  two  sequins. 

At  these  words  apple  and  shive,  the  grand 
vizier  cried  out  with  surprise,  mtermized 
with  jov,  and  putting  his  hand  into  the 
child's  bosom,  pulled  out  the  apple.    He 
caused  the  slave,  who  was  not  far  off,  to  be 
brought  immediately;  and  when  he  came. 
Rascal,  sakl  he.  where  hadst  thou  this  apple  t 
My  k)rd,  sakl  the  slave,  I  swear  to  you,  that 
I  neither  stole  it  in  >x>ur  house,  nor  out  ol 
the  commander  of  the  faithful's  garden,  bm 
the  other  day,  as  I  was  going  aksig  a  street 
where  three  or  four  small  children  were  at 
play,  one  of  them  having  it  in  his  hand,  1 
snatched  it  from  him,  and  carried  it  away; 
The  child  ran  after  me,  telling  me  It  was 
none  of  his  own,  but  belonged  to  his  mtfther, 
who  was  sk^k,  and  that  his  father,  to  Mi^ 
her  longing,  had  made  a  k>ng  journey,  and 
brought  home  three  apples,  wheredfthii 
was  one,  which  he  liad  taken  from  his  m^ 
ther,  without  herknowledg[e.  He  said  what 
he  could  to  make  me  ^ve  it  him  back,  but 
I  would  not ;  and  so  I  Drought  it  home,  and 
sold  it  for  two  sequins  to  tiie  little  lady,  jmr 
daughter;  and  this  is  the  whole  truth  of  tht 
matter. 

Giafar  could  not  enough  admire,  hovrtba 
roguery  of  a  slave  had  been  the  cause  ofaa 
innocent  woman's  death,  and  almost  of  hii 
own.  He  carried  the  slave  ak>ng  with  lumt 
and  when  he  came  before  the  eaiiplL  he 
gave  that  prince  an  exact  account  of  all 
that  the  slave  had  told  him,  andthechaote 
that  had  brought  him  to  the  discoveiy  of  hil 
crime. 

Never  was  any  surprise  so  great  aa  that 
of  the  caliph,  yet  he  couM  not  prevent  him- 
self from  falling  into  excessive  fits  oflau^ 
ter.  At  last,  he  recovered  himself,  and  with 
a  serious  mien,  told  the  vizier,  tibat  anoe  ^ 


4 

J 


*  This  word  signifies  in  Arabtb, 
odorifinous  phmt :  snd  the  Aablsns  csM 
ilsTSi  bv  this  nsme^  ss  lbs  custom  fat  Fnocs 
to  give  Um  nsme  of  isssuda  to  a  fMCmsfti 


ARABIAN  NIGHTS'  ENTERTAINMENTa 


U».ilAve  had  been  the  occamn  of  a 
■imQfe  accident,  he  deserved  an  cxempla- 
j>jF-piiiU8hment.  Sir.  I  niuiit  own  it.  aiid  the 
¥isier,  but  his  guilt  is  not  irremivible.  I 
vamember  a  ttrange  storv  ot'  a  vizier  of 
Ounvoaiied  Nouiiiddin  Ali,*  and  Bedred- 
iia  Haaaan^t  of  Bakora ;  and  since  vour 
qugeiCy  ddi^lita  to  hear  such  thiii^,  I  am 
ietlAy  to  tell  it,  upon  condition,  that  if  your 
Pf^jeatjr  finds  it  more  oirtonishiiig;  tlian  that 
fibich  gives  me  occafuon  to  tcU  it,  you  will 
ko*  pleased  to  panlon  my  slave.  I  am  con- 
IM.  Htid  the  caliph ;  but  you  undertake  a 
kui  tadc,  lor  I  do  not  believe  you  can  save 
jrour  slave,  the  stoiy  of  the  api)lc8  being  so 

lingular.  Upon  this,  Giafar  began  his 

thus: 


ne  story  of  Nburreddin  AH  and  Bed- 
reddin  Hassan. 

•  Commander  of  the  faithful,  there  was  in 
ftnner  dsiy%  a  sultan  of  Egypt,  a  strict  ob- 
aetrer  of  justice,  gracious,  merciful,  and 
Mberal ;  and  hia  valour  made  him  terrible 
%o  his  neighboure.  He  loved  the  poor,  and 
IVPleeted  the  icamed,  whom  he  advanced 
Id  the  highest  dignities.    This  sultan  had  a 

'  'er,  who  was  prudent,  wise,  sagacious, 
well  versed  in  other  scienccri.  This  mi- 
sr  had  two  sonsL  very  handsome  men, 
who,  in  every  thing,  followed  his  own 
ftotsAepa  The  eldest  was  called  Schein- 
nddint  Mohammed,  and  tlie  younger  Nour- 
IBddio  Ah.  The  last  especially  was  endowed 
with  all  the  good  qualities  that  any  man 
CQukl  poi"fy- 

•  Tbe  vizier,  their  father,  beins:  dead,  the 
■ultaa  sent  lor  them;  and  alter  he  had 
caimd  them  botli  to  put  on  tbe  usual  robes 
cf  a  visier,  I  am  as  sorry,  said  he,  for  the 
lOHoTyour  father  as  you  youTHolves:  and 
bf^^^naft  I  know  you  Uve  together,  and  love 
MB  another  entirely,  I  will  bestow  his  dig- 
nitf  iHxn  you  conjunctly.  Go,  and  imitate 
foar  mther's  conduct 

.  Tlte  two  new  viziers  humbly  tluuiked  the 
■ultaa,  and  went  home  to  their  liouse,  to 
omke  doe  preparatkm  for  their  father's 
intennenL  They  did  not  go  abroad  for 
a  month,  and  then  went  to  court,  where 
tbt^  appeared  continually  on  council  days. 
When  the  sultan  went  out  a  hunting,  one 
of  the  brothers  went  akMig  wiUi  him,  and 
tbii  honour  they  had  b/  turns.  One  even- 
ing,  as  tliey  were  talking  aller  sup|)er,  tlie 
Bcoa  day  being  the  elder  orother's turn  logo 
a  bunting  with  the  sultiui,  he  Riitl  to  his 
jKNin^r  brotlier.  Since  neitlier  of  us  is  yet 
married,  and  we  live  so  bvin^ly  together,  a 
thought  is  come  into  my  heiid :  let  us  lioth 
aarry  in  one  day,  and  let  us  choose  two 

*  Nonrradiin  ognifiei  in  Andiic  the  light  of 

Kfigion. 
"f  Bednddiii  rigniififf  the  full  mooo  of  reli- 


Thsft  is  to  Mj,  tbr  mn  of  raUgHMU 


OBten  out  of  some  fiunilvthst  nut^  soitov 

Juality ;-- what  do  you  think  of  this  fancy  1 
must  tell  you,  brother,  answered  Nourred- 
din  Ali.  that  it  is  very  suitable  toour  friend- 
ship—tliere  cannot  be  a  better  thought ;  for 
my  part,  I  am  ready  to  agree  to  an^  thing 
you  sluHild  think  fit  But  hold,  thM  is  not 
all,  said  Schemseddin  Mohammed ;  my  fan- 
cy carries  me  farther:  suppose  hotn  our 
wives  should  conceive  the  nrat  night  of  our 
marriage,  and  should  happen  to  be  brought 
to  bed  on  one  day,  yours  of  a  son,  and  mine 
of  a  daughter— we  will  give  them  to  one' 
am^her  in  marriage,  when  the v come  to  age. 
Nay,  said  Nourreddin  Ali,  aloud,  I  most 
acknowledge  that  this  prospect  isadmirap 
bio:  such  n'marriage  wul  peHect  our  union, 
and  I  willingly  consent  to  it  But  then, 
brother,  said  he  larther,  if  tliis  marriage 
should  happen,  would  you  expect  that  my 
son  should  settle  a  jointure  on  your  daugh- 
ter ?  There  is  no  difficulty 'in  that,  replied 
the  other ;  tor  I  am  persuaded^  that  besides 
the  usual  artksles  of  the  marriage  contract, 
vou  will  not  tail  to  promise,  in  his  name,  at 
least  throe  Uiousand  seqmns.  three  good 
manors,  and  three  slaves.  No,  said  the 
younger,  I  will  not  consent  to  that:  are  we 
not  brethren,  and  equal  in  title  and  dignity  ? 
Do  not  you  and  I  both  know  what  is  just } 
The  male  being  nobler  tlian  the  female,  it 
is  your  port  to  give  a  large  dowry  with  your 
daughter.  By  wliat  1  perceive,  you  are  a 
man  that  would  have  >'Dur  business  done  at 
another  man's  charge. 

Although  Nourreddin  Ali  spoke  these 
worcb  in  jest,  his  brother,  beinir  of  an  ill- 
temper,  was  offended  at  it,  and  falling  into 
a  passion,  A  mischief  upon  your  son,  said 
he,  since  you  prefer  him  before  my  daugh- 
ter! I  wonder  you  had  so  much  confidence 
as  to  believe  him  worthy  of  her ;— jrou  must 
needs  have  lost  your  judgmcr.t  to  think  you 
are  my  equal,  and  say  we  are  colleagues.— 
I  would  fiave  you  to  know,  you  Ibol,  that 
since  >'ou  are  so  impudent,  I  would  not 
marry  my  daughter  to  vour  son,  though  you 
would  give  him  more  than  you  are  worth. 
This  pleasant  quarrel  between  two  brothers 
about  the  marriage  of  thejr  chiMren  bclbri 
they  were  bom,  went  so  far,  that  Schemsed- 
din Mohammed  conchided  with  threatening: 
Were  I  not  to-morrow,  said  he,  to  attend  the 
sultan,  I  would  treat  }'ou  according  as  you 
desen'e ;  but  at  my  return,  I  shall  make  you 
sensible  that  it  does  not  become  a  youiirer 
brother  to  speak  so  insolently  to  his  eldeT 
brother,  as  you  have  done  tome.  Upon  this, 
he  retired  to  his  apartment,  and  his  brother 
went  to  bed. 

Schemseddin  Mohammed  rose  very  early 
next  morning,  and  goes  to  the  palace  to  at- 
tend the  sult-in,  wno  went  to  hunt  about 
Cairo,  near  the  pyramids.  As  fci  Nourred- 
din Ali,  he  was  vvy  uneasy  all  the  night; 
and,  considering  that  it  would  not  be  pQ»t 
sble  ibr  him  to  lire  kxiger  with  a^rolher, 
who  treated  him  with  so  much  haughtmesiy 


ARABIAN  NUHTS'  ENTERTAINMraiTS. 


ha  ptarided  m  good  nral*,  (iiniiriiedluinaeir 
witn  moMr,  jswdi,  provwom  and  victuals, 
and  h&viiiKli^hiB  people  that  ho  waa  go- 
faof  on  K  privau  journey  for  two  or  three 
danLbedepiuioL 

Wbea  he  watout  of  Cairo,  hcroilebv  iIir 
dMBtt  towards  Arabia;  but  hismuis  li^i|>- 
peoinit  to  tiie  by  the  way,  he  was  rorwd  ci 
eontiiiue  hit  journey  on  foot.  A  coiiri'T 
thai  wnaminrlo  Daliora, by  ffood  foDinii'. 

1,  took  him  up  behind  turn. 

I  courier  eanM  to  Bal.^ni'.i, 


ta  Mek  lor  a  lodging,  he  laiv  a  perann  ol' 
VaUity,  wkha great  retinue,  coming aloiu:, 
to  whom  bU  the  people  ihotved  the  gre.iit-^^t 
laqMCt,  and  Rrod  Rill  till  he  passed  bv  ; 
Nounaddin  AU  HOi«  amon^  the  rest  Tin:- 
wa»  the  grand  vizier  to  the  sultan  of  llii  I- 
iwa,  who  walked  through  the  city  lii  ^:r 
that  the  inhabiianta  kept  good  order  a[i<i 


dwchi^ine. 
This  min 


This  minister  casting  his  eyet  by  chni 
an  Nouireddin  All,  found  something  exi 
<vdinary  in  his  aqiect,  looked  very  a!t 
liTely  upon  him,  and  as  he  came  near  h 
and  mw  him  in  a  traveller^  habit,  he  >".■ 
itill,  adted  him  who  he  was,  and  ir 
irtMOce  he  eaote.  Sir,  said  Nourraddin  • 
I  am  an  Egyptian,  bora  at  Cairo,  and  hi 
left  my  county  becauaa  of  the  unkiniln 
of  a  near  relation,  and  am  revived  to  tia 
tbrooghthe  world,  and  rather  u  die  thai 
FBtnm  home  again.  The  grand  vtzier,  v 
wnsarererendold  gentleman,  after  heiirins 
then  word^  mm]  to  Idm,  Hon,  beware 
■at  purwie  yDor  deugni  there  is  ncnl 
Irat  rawery  in  the  world ;  you  are  not »; 
Ue  of  the  hanUiipa  you  m 
MIowme;  I  may  perh*- 
the  thing  that  has  fort 
vwneountry. 

Novmddm  All  followed  the  grajid  viz 
who aooa  perceived  his  good  quaLtieE^.  ii 
ftU  so  mneh  in  k>ve  with  him,  that  om  i 
he  said  to  him  in  private,  IMywn,  I  ajji. 
nNieee,«>fargone  inyeare,thatthen  j 
Ikriibood  I  •halllivemucb longer.  Hr  i^ 
has  beMowed  only  one  daughter  upon  r 
irtu  iiaabeautifulasyoaarebandsomi-  <i 
DDw  fit  liir  marriage.  Several  people  c\  i 

eiatestqnali^atlhiMaurtbavedesiif  1 1 
their  raw,  but  I  could  ttot  grant  ih 


When  the  gmnd  vizier  had  mads  MMd 
of  this  kind  and  genetDua  praptMal,  Hok 
reddjn  Ali  fell  at  his  feet,  and  tXDttmmt 
tiimndf  in  lernM  that  demonstrated  his  j^f 
anil  gratitude,  toKI  the  visior  that  he  waa  at 
tiiscommMidiiieverylhiiig.  UpontbiidW 
vtziar  rem  for  his  chief  domcatica,  ordelM 
Lhem  to  I'urniah  the  great  hall  ofhji  |iab«^ 
and  prepare  a  great  least!  he  after wanli 
sent  to  invite  the  nobility  of  the  eowt  and 
city  lo  honour  him  with  uieiroompanri  and 
when  they  were  ell  met,  (Noarreddin  AM 
having  now  toldhim  whohewaaOhe  nidta 
those  brda,  for  he  thought  it  pcop^  to  ^nak 
thus  on  purpose  to  sattsly  sueh  of  them  tD 
whom  he  had  refused  his  allianea,— I  am 
now,  my  brdR,  to  discover  a  thing  to  joa 
which  hiltierto  I  have  kept  secret  IbaveK 
brother,  who  is  grand  vizier  to  the  nhanflf 
%ypt.  Ml  I  am  to  the  sultan  of  thw  kincdBW. 
Thn  brother  has  but  one  sao.  wbMn  b* 
would  not  marry  in  the  court  of  figypt,  tnt 
pent  hun  hither  to  marry  my  daugfitcr,  IBM 
both  our  branches  may  be  i«-unitad.  Hia 
son,  whom  I  knew  to  be  my  iMvbew  ■■ 


in-law.    I  hope  you  will  do  me  the  b 

to  be  present  at  this  wedding,  which  I  am 
naolved  to  c<tlebrate  thw  day.    The  tr"^ 


Dwtnhylo 


u  belbre  all  those  " 


^VB  adopted  you  by  this  marriage,  and  1 
prill  pray  bim  to  grant  you  the  reversi'in  ol 
my  dlgrnty  of  grand  vizier  in  the  kingdom  <•!' 
Babora.  In  flie  mean  time  nothing  h^iti^ 
mora  tetpiiuta  for  me  than  eav  in  mv  oM 
aga,  I  will  net  only  pot  yon  iu  powanon  di 
aiyertate,  but  Wva  the  admmistraiion  of 
lamc  afiittu  your  maoagemeu. 


had  very  good  reason  for  what  be  did,  w 
willing  to  be  witnenee  to  the  cerefpoM.UiA 
wished  that  Ood  might  pratong  his  «yata 
enjoy  the  satisfaction  of  the  happ/  w-'-'- 
The  lords  met  at  itie  visier  of  Bi 

house,  having  testilieit  their  satidkc 

the  marriage  of  his  daughter  with  Nourrad- 
din  All  sat  down  to  dinner,  which  taaud  a 
long  white;  and  the  latter  course  waeiwa* 
meats,  of  which  every  one,  acoordtDClB 
custom,  took  what  they  thought  flL    Tha 
notaries  came  in  with  the  marriage  ecolrael, 
the  chief  lords  signed  It,  and  when  the  eoM- 
pany  deputed,  the  grand  vizier  ordered  bji 
servants  to  prepare  a  bath,  and  had  tfntf 
thing  in  readineoi  for  Nourraddin  AM  to 
battle.    He  had  fine  new  linen,  and  ava^ 
thing  else  provided  lor  him  in  the  mtatoni^ 
oua  maimer.    When  he  had  wmfaad  aad 
dried  himself,  he  was  going  to  put  00  Ua 
fonner  apparel,  but  had  an  eztmordiaaif 
rich  mJt  brought  him.    Being  diwaad  aai 
perfumed  wiui  the  most  odorilerous  amo- 
ces,  he  went  to  see  the  grand  viZNr,  Ua 
father-in-law,  who  waa  exceediuhr  waB 
pleased  with  his  genteel  Tnien',  naafm,tmt 
made  him  ot  down,  My  son,  Mid  bo^  yaa 
have  declared  unto  me  who  you  ar^  aM      -I 
the  quality  you  hod  at  the  oourt  of  ^n^ 
Vou  have  also  told  me  of  a  difieiaoea  b^    — 
iwixc  you  and  your  brother,  whiah  oeca-  — 
uoaed  you  to  leave  your  country.    I  daan  ^ 
,  you  to  make  me  your  entire  conftdam,  ini    ^ 
I  to  acquaint  me  with  tbs  cauM  of  war"' 
'quarreli  Ibr  now  you  have  no  reaaoB •Mir' 
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t»  dodbt  me,  or  to  ooooeal  anj  thin^  from 
me. 

Neoneddin  Ali  gave  him  an  account  of 
Cf«7  cireumilance  of  the  ouairel ;  at  which 
the  Tisier  boretoat  into  a  nt  d*  laughter,  and 
aid,  Tbit  ii  one  of  the  oddest  things  that 
I  ever  have  heard :  is  it  possible^  my  son, 
Chit  jour  qoanei  shocM  rue  so  high  about 
anima^nnary  marriage?  I  am  sorry  vou 
ftli  out  with  your  elder  brother  upon  such  a 
fiivobue  matter;  but  I  find  he  is  in  the 
wnoi^  to  be  angiy  at  what  you  only  spoke 
in  je2,  and  I  ought  to  tliank  Heaven  for 
that  diflerence  which  has  procured  me  such 
a  aon-in-law.  But,  said  the  old  gentleman,  it 
ii  late,  and  time  ibr  you  to  retire ;  go  to  your 
bride,  my  son,  she  expects  you;  to-morrow 
I  will  Dieaent  you  to  the  sultan,  and  hope 
In  wiU  receive  you  in  such  a  manner  as 
iball  satkfy  \m  both. 

Noumddin  Ali  took  leave  of  his  fiithei^ 
in-law,  and  went  to  his  spouse's  apartment 
It  ia  remarkable,  continued  Giatar,  that 
tfcJiemi  Jdin  Mohammed  happened  also  to 
marry  at  Cairo  the  very  same  day  that  this 
marnaffe  was  solenmized  at  Dalsora,  the 
parCieiiuure  of  whkh  are  as  iblk>w : 

After  Nonrreddin  Ali  left  Cairo,  with  an 
jntentkn  never  to  return,  Schemseddin 
Mohammed^  his  elder  brother,  who  was 
cpoa  a  huntmg  with  the  sultan  of  Egypt, 
did  not  oome  back  in  a  month;  for  the 
flokan  loved  that  game  extremely,  and  there- 
in continued  the  sport  all  that  while. 
Schemseddin  at  his  return  rantoNourreddin 
Ali^  apartment,  but  was  much  surprisecf 
when  he  understood,  that  under  pretence  of 
laldnf  a  journey  of  two  or  three  da3r3,  he 
want  away  on  a  mule  the  same  day  that  the 
aoltan  went  a  hunting,  and  had  never  ap- 
peared ance.  It  vexed  him  so  much  the 
more,  because  he  dki  not  doubt  but  the  hard 
wonb  he  had  given  him  were  the  cause  of 
hii  gdng  away.  He  sent  a  messenger  in 
aearch  of  him,  who  went  to  Damascus,  and 
aa  &r  aa  Alepno,  but  Nourreddin  was  then 
at  Balaora.  \Vhen  the  courier  returned. 
and  brought  word  that  he  heard  no  newsoi* 
liim,  Sehemseddin  Mohammed  intended  to 
make  fiirther  inquiry  alter  him  in  other 
<para^  and  in  the  mean  time  had  a  fancy  to 
maiTT,  and  matched  with  the  daughter  of 
ana  or  the  f^reatest  lords  in  Cairo,  u|)on  the 
eame  day  his  brother  married  the  daughter 
if  the  grand  vizier  of  Dalmra. 

But  this  is  not  ail,  sakl  Giafar:  at  the  end 
of  nine  months  Scheiiiseddin  Mohammed's 
wife  was  brought  to  bed  of  a  dausrhter  at 
Cairo.  an<l  on  the  same  day  Nourmldin'f* 
wile  brought  forth  a  xtn  at  Balaora,  who 
waacalleirBedreddin  Hassan. 

The  grand  vizier  of  Bakora  tef^fied  his 
jof  bv  jnreat  gifb  and  pubhc  entertainments 
Mr  thebirth  of  his.i^nmdson:  and  to  show 
Ilii  aon-in-law  the  great  esteem  he  had  for 
hinii  he  went  to  the  pakice,  and  most  hum- 
Mf  beiou|pht  the  sultan  to  grant  Nourred- 
4ni  Ali  hia  office,  that  he  might  have  the 

l3 


comfort  before  hk death  toaee  hit aoQ-ln-4aw 
made  grand  vizier  in  his  stead. 

The  bultan,  who  had  taken  a  great  likinr 
to  Nourreddin,  when  his  father  presentea 
him  aflcr  his  marriage,  and  had  ever  anoa 
lieani  every  body  sp^  well  of  him,  readily 
granted  his  father-in-law^  reqaest,  and 
caused  Noiirreddin  immediately  to  piut  on 
the  robe  of  grand  vizier. 

The  next  dajr,  when  the  father  aaw  hi| 
flon-in-law  preside  in  council,  as  he  hiraaeM 
had  done,  and  perform  all  the  offices  oT 
grand  vizier,  his  jov  was  complete.  Nour* 
reddin  Ali  behaved  himself  so  well  in  every 
thing,  that  one  woukl  have  thou^t  he 
had  been  all  his  lifetime  employed  m  ioeh 
afiairs.  He  continued  aflerwards  to  asriit 
in  council  every  time  when  the  infirmitiea 
of  age  would  not  permit  his  father-in-law 
to  appear. 

The  old  gentleman  died  about  ibor  yean 
afler,  with  mat  satisfaetkHi  to  see  a  branch 
of  his  famiTy  that  promiaed  so  fair  to  sup- 
port the  grandeur  of  it 

Nourr^din  Ali  performed  hit  last  doty 
to  him  with  all  possible  love  and  gratltodOi 
And  as  soon  as  his  son  Bedreddin  Hasaan 
had  attained  to  the  age  of  aeven  years,  he 
provided  him  a  most  excellent  tutor,  who 
taught  him  such  things  as  became  his  birth. 
The  child  had  a  read  v  wit,  and  a  genius 
capable  of  receiving  all  the  good  inatrac- 
tk>ns  that  could  be  given. 

After  Bedreddin  Hassan  had  been  two 
years  under  the  tuition  of  his  master,  who 
taught  him  perfectly  to  read,  he  learnt  the 
Koran  by  heart  His  father,  Nourreddin  All, 
put  him  afterwards  to  other  tutors,  by  whom 
his  mind  was  cultivated  to  such  a  degree^ 
that  when  he  was  twelve  years  of  age  he 
had  no  more  occaskm  for  tnem ;  and  then, 
as  his  ph^-sk)gnomy  promised  wondeia,  he 
was  admireil  by  all  that  kwked  upon  him. 

Hitherto,  Nourreddin  Ali  had  kept  him  to 
his  study,  and  had  not  ytx  brought  him  in 
public;  but  now  he  carried  hun  to  the 
palace,  on  purpose  to  have  the  honour  of 
kising  the  sultan's  hand,  who  received  him 
very  gracmusly.  The  people  that  saw  him 
in  the  streets  were  charmed  with  his  gentle 
mien,  and  gave  him  a  thousand  bleaunga. 

His  father  proposing  to  make  him  capa- 
ble of  supplying  his  place,  spared  no  cost 
tor  that  end,  and  brought  him  up  to  buai-' 
nosB  of  the  greatest  moment,  on  purpose  tQ 
qualify  him  betimes.  In  short,  he  omitted 
notliing  to  advance  a  son  he  k>ved  ao  welL 
But  as  he  began  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  hk 
labour,  he  was  all  of  a  nidden  taken  with  a 
violent  fit  of  sickness ;  and  finding  himaalf 
past  recovery,  diqxMed  himself  to  die  a  good 
muBsubnan. 

In  tlmt  last  and  preckma  moment  he  fbi^ 
got  not'his  son  Bedreddin,  but  called  iat 
him,  and  sakl.  My  son,  you  see  this  worid 
is  transitory:  there  is  nothing  durable  bm 
in  that  which  I  ahatt  speedily  go  to.  Tob 
mnst  therefore  fiom  heneefbrth  oegin  to  ill 
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ymaindf  tor  thk  char^  as  I  have  done ; 
jtu  must  prepare  tor  it  without  munnur- 
ai^,  and  to  as  to  have  no  trouble  of  con- 
^ocBce  for  not  acting  the  part  of  a  real 
bonfBt  maii  As  ibr  your  religion,  you  are 
■nfficiently  iiHtructed  in  it  by  what  you 
bave  leanit  (rom  your  tutors  and  your  own 
itady;  and  ai  to  what  belongs  to  an  honest 
man,  I  shall  give  you  some  instructionB, 
whick  I  hope  you  will  make  good  use  ol. 
Aa  it  if  a  neceanry  thing  to  know  one's 
irif,  and  that  vou  cannot  come  to  that 
knoWledgie  without  you  first  undenstand 
whol  am,  I  shall  now  tell  it  you. 
' .  I  aai,  nid  he,  a  native  of  Egypt  \  my  fa- 
tfaar,  your  grandlother,  was  finit  mmisterto 
the  luitan  oi'  that  kingdom.  I  myself  had 
the  hooonr  to  be  vizier  to  that  same  sultan. 
sod  to  haa  my  brother,  /our  uncle,  who  I 
•UDoose  is  yet  alive;  his  name  is  Schem- 
Moin  Mohammed.  I  vras  obliged  to  leave 
hiai,  and  come  into  this  countrv,  where  I 
have  raised  myself  to  the  high  dignity  I 
now  enjoy.  But  you  will  uimeretand  all 
these  matten  more  fully  by  a  manuscript 
that  I  shall  give/ou. 

.  At  the  fame  tune  Nourreddin  All  pulled 
out  his  pocket4xMik,  wluch  he  had  written 
arith  his  own  hand,  and  carried  alwavs  about 
hha,  and  giving  it  to  Bedreddin  Hassan, 
Take  it,  said  he,  aiid  read  it  at  your  leisure; 
yaa  will  find,  among  other  things,  the  day 
of  my  marriage,  and  that  of  your  birth ; 
these  are  such  circumatancea  as  perhaps 
yoa  may  hereailer  have  occaskm  to  know, 
therefore  you  muet  keep  it  very  carefully. 
.  Bedreddin  Hassan  being  most  afflicted  to 
«e  his  liaither  in  that  conditnn,  and  sensibly 
touched  with  tlus  discourse,  could  not  but 
weep  when  he  received  the  pocket-book,  and 
pramiaed  at  the  same  time  never  to  part 
with  it 

That  very  moment  Nourreddin  Ali  fainted, 
•a  that  it  was  thought  he  would  have  ex- 
pired ;  but  he  came  to  himself  again,  and 
attered  these  words : 

My  son,  said  he,  the  first  insdxiction  I 
give  you  is,  not  to  make  youisell*  lamiliar 
arith  all  sorts  of  people.  The  way  to  live 
kappy  is  to  keep  your  mind  to  youneli^  and 
not  to  tell  your  thoughts  easily. 

Secondly,  Not  to  do  vk)lence  to  anv  body 
iHiRtever ;  lor  in  that  case  you  will  draw 
every  body's  hatred  upon  you.  You  ought 
to  consider  the  world  as  a  creditor,  to  whom 
miowe  moderatioD,  compassbn,  and  Ibr- 
benrance. 

Thirdly,  Not  to  say  a  word  when  you  are 
reproached:  for,  as  tlie  proverb  says.  He 
that  keeps  alence  is  out  of  danger.  And  in 
Ihis  case  particularly  vou  ouglu  to  practise 
it  You  alHO  know  what  one  of  our  poets 
Mys  apoo  tliis  subject,  That  silence  is  the 
sienAniBnt  and  sale^uard  of  lile ;  That  our 
apeeehooght  not  to  belike  astorm  of  rain  that 
wfoik  alL  Never  did  anv  man  3ret  repent 
fljfiiaving  spoken  too  little,  whereas  many 
iBvr  been  sorry  that  the/ apoke  ■>  much. 


Fourthly.  To  drink  no  wine,  for  thatiaflie 
soiirre  of  all  viccA, 

Filthly,  To  be  frugal  in  your  wafof 
living :  if  ^rou  do  not  sf|uander  yoor  estate 
away  h  will  maintain  you  in  time  of  nece^ 
sity.  Idonotmean  vou  should  be  either  too 
liberal  or  too  niggardly ;  for  though  you  have 
never  so  little,  if  you  husband  it  well,  and 
lay  it  out  on  proper  occasions,  you  shall 
ha\'e  many  friends ;  but  if  oo  the  oontraiy. 
you  have  great  riches,  ana  make  hot  a  bad 
use  ot*  them,  all  the  world  will  forsake  you, 
and  leave  you  to  yourself. 

In  short,  Nourreddin  Ali  continued  till  the 
lazit  moment  of  his  breath  to  give  good  ad- 
vice to  his  fion ;  and  when  he  was  dead,  ha 
was  magnificently  interred  with  all  the  ho- 
nours due  to  his  (lualitv.  Bedreddin  Haa* 
san,  of  Babora,  lor  so  he  was  called,  bee 
bom  in  tliat  town,  was  so  overwhelmed 
grief  for  the  death  of  his  father,  that  in 
of  a  month's  time  to  mourn,  according  to 
custom,  he  kept  himself  ckise  shut  up  kk 
tears  and  soUtude  about  two  momha,  witb- 
out  seeing  any  bod  v,  or  so  much  as  goiK 
abroad  to  pay  his  auty  to  the  sultan  oTBaF 
sora ;  who,  being  displeased  at  his  neglect, 
kxked  upon  it  as  a  slight  put  on  his  court 
and  person,  suficred  tus  paaskn  to  pcevaiL 
and  m  his  fury,  called  for  the  new  grana 
vizier,  (for  he  had  created  a  new  one  aa 
soon  as  Nourreddin  Ali  died,)  commanded 
him  to  go  to  the  house  of  the  deceftsed,  and 
seize  upon  it,  with  all  his  other  housei^ 
lands,  and  effects,  without  leading  any  thing 
for  Bedreddin  Hassan,  and  to  oring  him 
prisoner  ak>ng  with  hinu 

The  new  grand  vizier,  accompanied  with 
a  great  many  messengers  belonging  to  the 
palace,  justkies,  and  other  officers,  went  im- 
mediately to  execute  his  commisskMi.  But 
one  ol'Bcdreddin  Hassan's  slaves  happening 
accidentally  to  come  into  tlie  crowd,  no 
sooner  understood  the  vizier's  errand,  but  he 
ran  before  in  all  haste  to  give  his  maatar 
warning.  He  found  him  sitting  in  the poRfa 
of  his  house,  as  melancholy  as  if  hja  wther 
had  been  but  newlv  dead.  He  fell  down  at 
his  feet  out  ofbreatn,  and  after  he  had  kkaed 
the  hem  of  his  garment,  cried  out.  My  kad, 
save  yourself  immediately.  Bedreddin  iiaa> 
san,  hflingup  his  head.  What  is  the  matter? 
what  news  ooet  thou  bring  ?— My  lord,  nid 
he,  there  is  no  time  to  beloet ;  the  anltan  is 
horribly  incensed  against  you,  and  he  has 
sent  people  to  take  all  you  have,  and  ako  to 
seize  your  person. 

The  wonls  of  this  faithful  and  aflectkaiate 
slave  put  Bedreddin  Hassan  into  great  eon- 
fusKMi.  May  not  I  have  so  much  time,  laid 
he,  as  to  take  some  money  and  jewekakaig 
with  me?— No,  sir,  replied  the  slave ;  the 
grand  vizier  will  be  here  this  mnnent: 
begone  immediately;  save  youTBellT  Bed- 
reddin Hassan  rose  up  from  his  sol^  in  all 
haste,  put  his  feet  in  bis  sandals,  and  after 
he  had  covered  his  head  with  the  tail  oThii 
gown,  that  his  &ce  might  not  be  known,  hi 
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fledf  without  knowing  what  xny  to  go,  to 
avoid  the  inipendin*?  don^^er. 

The  firet  tfiuu^ht  that  came  into  his  head 
war  to  fet  out  of  the  next  gate  with  all 
•fieed.  tie  run  without  stoi>ping  tUJ  he  conie 
to  the  public  hurvipg-grouiid,  and  since  it 
was  growing  dark,  he  resolved  to  peas  tlmt 
nisht  on  his  fatlior's  tomb.  It  vnu  a  lai^* 
ethfice,  in  torni  ol*  a  dome,  which  Noured- 
din  Ali  built  when  he  was  {dive.  Be<lreddin 
met  a  very  rich  Jo w  by  tlie  way,  who  was 
a  banker  and  merchant,  and  was  returning 
from  a  nhicc  where  his  aflairs  liad  callfd 
him  to  the  citv. 

Isaac,  the  Jew,  alter  he  haii  paid  his  res- 
pects to  Uedreddin  Hatvan.  by  kitsiii^  hit* 
hand,  said.  My  k>rd,  dare  I  be  so  Md  as  to 
ask  whither  you  art^  ?oiii$  at  this  tmic  of 
night  all  alone,  and  hl) mi irh troubled?  Has 
any  thing  dis(mieted  vou  ? — Yes,  siiid  Bed- 
reddio;  a  while  ago  1  Wiis  asleep,  aiul  my 
Cither  appeitred  to  me  in  a  dream,  k)')king 
very  fiercely  upon  me,  tis  if  lie  were  extra- 
ordinarily angry.  I  started  out  of  my  slet^p 
very  much  frigiitcned,  and  came  out  imme- 
diately to  go  antl  pray  \i\w\  his  tomb. 

My  lord.siiid  the  Jew  (who  diil  not  know 
thetruereasoiiwhyBedreildin  lell  tiietown,) 
your  lather  of  happy  menKiry,  and  my  good 
lord,  had  store  ot  merchandize  in  e^veral 
venels,  which  are  yet  at  sea,  and  belong  tu 
you;  I  beg  the  fa\'our  of  vou  to  grant  me 
the  first  refusal  of  tliem  before  any  other 
merchant  I  am  able  to  pay  down  rciidy 
money  for  all  tlie  goo. is  that  are  in  your 
ships:  and  to  begin,  if  you  will  give  me 
than  that  )iap|ien  to  come  in  the  fir^ 
■hip  that  arrives  in  satety,  I  will  pay  you 
down  in  part  of  luyment  a  tlipusaiki  AHiuins. 
And  drawing  out  a  biig  from  under  hie 
gown,  he  showed  it  him,  sealeii  up  with  one 
aeoL 

Bedreddin  Hassan  being  banished  from 
home,  and  di3pofeuesse4l  of  all  that  he  h:ul  in 
the  world,  kxHced  u|x>n  this  proposal  of  the 
Jew  as  a  fa\'our  from  heaven,  and  tliere- 
fixre  acceiited  it  witli  agreiit  deal  of  joy.  My 
lofd,  said  the  X 
for  a  thousand 
fim  of  jrour  sliips  tliat  sliall  arri\'e  in  )X)rt 


ved  in  hand,  the  lading  of  the  first  of  his 
ships  that  sliall  arrive  m  this  port. 

*'  Bedreddin  Hassan  of  Balsora." 
This  note  he  delivered  to  tlie  Jew,  who 

Eut  it  in  his  letter-case,  and  then  took  his 
iave  d*  him. 

While  Isaac  nunued  his  journey  to  the 
city,  BedreddinHsMan  made  the  best  of  his 
wav  to  his  latinr  Nourredilin  Ali's  tomb. 
Wnen  he  came  to  it,  he  boweil  hisfai-ctothe 
ground,  and,  witli  his  e>-es  full  of  tnn,  de« 

{)lored  nil  miserable  coiMlition.  Alw !  said 
le,  unfortiuuite  Bedreddin,  what  will  be- 
come of  thee  ?  Whither  canist  tliou  fly  lor 
refuge  against  the  ui^ust  prince  that  [per- 
secutes tliee '?  Was  it  iK»t  oiiou^h  to  be 
afllkrted  lor  the  death  of  bo  dear  a  lather? 
Mitst  tbrtune  needs  add  now  nWbrtui.eft  to 
\\iM  complaints  7  He  continue*.'  a  lnii£^  time* 
in  tht  lM>.1u^^  but  at  hu?i  n>srupa*rain.  and 
leaning  his  head  uix)ii  iiih  lat^KT  t:  Mimlchi.'e, 
his  sonows  i-etunieJ  more  violiiitly  than 
bc^fijre;  K)  t!int  lie  si^hcf  nnd  inonmed. 
till,  overcome  with  heavnu'S',  he  stretchca 
himself  all  along  upon  the  floor,  and  fhU 
aslee]). 

He  had  not  skT>t  lon^.  when  a  srnic,  who 
had  retired  to  that  remercrr  during  the 
day.  and  was*  intemiing.  according  to  his 
custom,  to  ra»ge  ahotit  the  world  at  niffht, 
espying  this  -ouiip  man  in  Nourrefldiri  Ali's 
tomb,  lie  erfcriMi;  and  fimliiig  Bedreddin 
1  villi;  on  hiM»«'*<'k,  wasHun>rii5rdat  his  beauty. 
When  thcff^^iehad  attentively  conindered 
Bedredd'i  ihiwsan,  he  wiid  to'himst^li;  Tt 
judge  ofthis  creature  by  his  ^kkI  mien,  hf 
would  sseni  to  \tc  an  angel  ol  the  tcntytria' 
pamdic,  whom  Go<l  has  sent  to  put  thr 
worLli"  a  flame  with  his  liojuitj'.    At  last 
aller*ic  had  satislied  hiinfH^lt'  with  lookinf 
uiio»  him,  he  took  a  flight  into  the  air,  when 
meting  by  chance  with  a  lhir>',  they  salu- 
let  one  luiother :  after  which,  he  said  t^ 
h^.  Pray  descend  with  me  into  the  cemete- 
r,  where  I  suiy,  and  I  will  show  }-oti  a 
rodigk)us  l)eauty,  which  in  worthy  yoiir  ad 
.niration  w  well  as  mine.  The  luiry  conseiit- 


the  Jew,  tlien  you  sell  unto  me,  ed,  and  both  di*sceiided ;  in  an  instant  they 
jsand  secjuins,  the  lading  of  the  <^«'inie  into  the  tomb.  I^ook  ye,  said  the  ge- 
ir  sliipstliat  sliall  arriw  in  port-   nie  to  tlie  lairy,  shounng  her  Bedreddin 


Ye%  answered  Bedreddin,  I  sell  it  you  Ibri 
thounnd  setjuins;  it  is  done.  Li)on  t^ 
the  Jew  delivered  him  tlie  bag  of  a  thu- 
•and  seouins,  ami  oflercd  to  count  tliem'^'^ 
Bedreddin  Hassiui  saved  liim  the  trrible, 
and  said  he  would  trust  his  woni.  S^<*c  it 
is  80,  my  lord,  said  he,  be  pleased  to  avour 
me  with  a  small  note  in  writing  of  fie  bar- 
gain we  have  made.  And  having  <^id  tiiis. 
Ee  jHiiied  the  inkhom  from  his  gi(llt-\  ^^^ 
Ulung  a  small  reed  out  of  it  neaty  cut  lor 
writing,  he  presented  it  to  him,  vith  a  piece 
t£  paper  he  took  out  of  his  lette*cast? ;  ami 
whilstheheUl  the  iukiioru,  Bedreidul  Hassan 
wrote  these  words:  ,     ,  . 

"  Thn  writing  isto  testify,  that  Brdreddm 
Haaan  of  Bakora  hassold  to  Isaacthe  Jew, 
HT  the  sum  of  one  thousand  seqiins,  recel- 


Ha«ftin.  did  you  ever  eoi*  a  young  man  of  a 
better  shape,  and  more  lieautiful  than  this? 
The  fairy  haviii*^  attentivel^r  observed 
Bedreddin^  returned  to  the  genie:  I  must 
contt>«,  said  she,  that  he  is  a  \'ery  handsome 
man ;  but  I  just  now  came  from  seeing  an 
object  at  Cairo,  more  admirable  than  this^ 
and  if  you  will  hear  me,  I  will  teU  vou  a 
strange  stor>*  concerning  her.  You  wifl  very 
much  oblige  me  in  so  doing,  answered  the 
irenie.  Vou  mib^t  know  then,  said  the  (airy, 
(Ibr  I  will  tell  it  you  at  length),  that  the  sul- 
tan of  Egypt  lias  a  vi/ier  calle<i  Schemsetl- 
<lhi  MohammeJ,  who  has  a  daughter  of 
sdwut  twenty  yeanof  aee,  the  most  beauti- 
ful and  complete  peisoQ  that  ever  was  knowit 
The  sultan  ha\iiig  heard  of  thisyoong  \aiifu 
beauty,  sent  the  other  day  for  herfather,  and 
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nU  bim,  Inndintand  rouhaveadaoghter 
to  many;  I  hanaminluinuirry  her:  will 
oMraucaoflSDtteit?  The  vizier,  who  did 
Bdtexpectthiipniiioai],  vaa  irouhled  at  it; 
and  inatcad  of  acctptirig  it  joylully,  which 
another  b  fak  plac«  wouH  certainly  hnve 
done,  be  anawmd  the  nillin,  May  it  please 
yDiirma|etfy,  lam  imworUitoj' the  honour 
jrou  confer  upon  me,  aivL  I  nu^  humbly  bc- 
MCch  you  to  iiardon  me,  ill  d.  not  agree  to 
your  requert.  You  know  I  Ikd  a  brolher 
called  Nouirecldin  Aii,  who  had>Jie  honour, 
•■  well  ai  myKir,  to  be  one  ol'yoir  vtzierg: 
we  had  aome  diflerence  together,  «hich  wns 
d«  cauMof  his  leavins  me  on  a  sutijen,  and 
■ncethattimelbavebadnoaccou^ofhim 
till  within  theac  tour  days,  that  I  hiard  he 
died  al  Babota,  being  gnmd  vizierto  the 
Bukan  ol'  that  lunKdnto. 

He  haa  left  a  aoD  behind  him,  and  tere 
havinc  been  an  agreement  beiwuen  tt  to 
match  our  children  together,  if  ever  we  bi) 
any,  lam  penuadedhe  intended  tliat  miuh 
wuon  he  died,  and  being  deairoua  to  ful  fil  t^ 
prMniM  on  my  part,  I  conjure  your  tnujct^', 
to  grant  tue  leave.  You  have  m  your  cour^ 
mnny  other  kirdi  wlio  have  daughiere  ai 
well  a*  I,  on  whom  you  may  please  ' 
■ow  that  honour. 

The  niltan  of  Egm,  provoked  at  this  bold 
denial  of  Schenueddin  Mohan  imed,  ntid  to 
him  in  a  paMion,  which  he  could  not  rectcain, 
Ii  thi*  the  way  you  rtqtute  my  propoBil  to 
■loop  so  low  oa  to  deore  your  alliance  ?  I 
know  bow  to  revenge  your  daring  to  prprer 
another  to  me,  and  leivear  thai  your  daudi- 
tE)- ihall  be  married  tn  the  most  contempllblc 
and  ugly  oT  all  my  slaves;  aiul  having  b|>> 
ken  thdae  wordi,  he  angrily  bid  the  vizKr 
begune,  who  went  home  to  nia  liouac  lull  ol' 
ooafuaiou,  and  extmordiiuirily  aad. 

lliii  very  day,  the  eultan  aeiit  for  one  of 
hia  gnoou  who  ■  hump-backed,  big-bellied, 
cnak-kgged,  and  aa  ugly  aa  a  hobgoblin  ; 
and  dnrbaving  commanded  Scheraaeddin 
Hbhanuned  K>  cannm  to  many  )>■  daugh- 
Ur  lTihi»ir>Hft'r  ^"n,  he  cttued  the  con- 


hia  own  presence.  The  prMnntnoa  fir 
ihia  fantaatical  wedding  are  all  r«ady,  mad 
this  very  moment  all  the  ilaveabekognv  to 

the  lonlfl  of  the  court  of  Epypt  are  w-=*~ 
nc  the  door  of  a  bath,  each  wilhaHar 
in  luB  hand,  lor  the  crook-backed  | 


him;  and  when  I  departed  fnn 

Ciiiro.  the  ladies  met  Ibr  that  purpoH  wera 

Soiiig  lo  conduct  her  in  her  nuptial  ottiivlB 
le  hall  where  ehe  ia  to  receive  her  hump- 
bocked  bridegroom,  and  isthia  minute  now 
expecting  him.  I  have  seen  her,  and  do 
a»ure  you,  that  no  peraou  can  look  npon 
her  without  admiration. 

When  the  lUiry  left  oITrpeaking,  the  gfloia 
said  to  lier.  Whatever  you  think  or —   " 

exceeds  tliaL  _.  , „  ..  _     

dispute  it  with  you,  aimwered  the  liurj"!  fi_ 
I  must  i-onlisB  he  deaerves  to  be  inamed  to 
that  charming  creature  which  they  doagB 
for  hump^bach.  And  Ilhink  it  wereadeod 
worthy  ol'u?  to  obstruct  the  aul  ton  of  EgypA 
injustice,  and  to  put  thia  young  geiUMnaa 
n  the  room  ol'lhe  dave.—You  are  in  tha 
iehl,  answered  the  gonie ;  I  am  extiemoly 
Uiged  to  vou  for  ao  good  a  thought ,  let  im 
(*cei™  Inm.  I  content  lo  your  juvigB 
u>n  the  Biillan  of  Egypt;  let  uaeomftrts 
'lK»emed  lather,  and  make  h"  " 
hajY  as  she  thinks  heraell' 
will  ki  tny  utmotit  endeavour  to  make 
projcil  puccewl,  and  I  am  perai»ded 
win  nft  be  backward.  I  will  be  at  the  p 
to  carrihim  to  Cairo  belbrc  he  awake, 
ntterwudn  leave  it  to  your  care  too 
him  elseThcre,  when  we  have  accnmpl 
ed  our  duign. 
The  fail,'  and  the  genie  having  that  < 

ceriftl  wha  they  had  to  do,  the  genie  H 

lip  Bedred'lji  Haaaan  gently,  and  with  an 
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htiini>-hark  was  to  cotne  witli  the  train  of 
•liivtii  th.'U  waited  tfirliuu.  BtNiroiMiii  IIok- 
■ill  iiwiikrti  Uuit  very  niofiiriit.  nii«l  wan 
mightily  Kumrwi^d  to  find  hiniMflt'fn  ihr  mid- 
dle ol'a  city  lie  kntnv  ikH.  He  w:u«  ^oini;  U> 
cry  oiil,  and  ti»  m^k  whtrr  In?  \viis;'bul  the 
ceiiie  Iimh'Imn!  Inni  ff«MitIy  on  tlu'  Khoulder, 
and  U>rhid  him  ti)  Hi^Nik  a  wimi.  Then  ho 
put  a  tiirt'h  in  Inn  haiui.antf  hit!  him  s^o  and 
mix  witti  th<*  on)\Vil  at  tticdtxir  ol'ttic  Irfith 
— Ioili>w  Ihrni  till  you  come  into  a  hall, 
where  ihcy  an»  siAwj  to  celohnite  a  mar- 
naire.  The  hridoerooin  in  a  humi^iacki^l 
leliow.  and  hy  thiit  you  wdl  (*ajiiiv  know 
him.  Put  >ounfidrat  the  risrht  hand  aj< you 
^  HI.  and  then  inune4liately  o|N>nthe  purM' 
ol*sc<|uiik«  you  have  in  ynurUinnm,  and  diA- 
tnbute  them  iinHHiff  the  nmsiciane  and  dan- 
cers iu  they  po  aloiur  ;  aini  when  you  are 
ffot  into  the  liall.  irivt*  monev  alHO  to  the  te- 
nmle  idavca  yiMi  mi*  alxHit  tiie  bride,  wiien 
they  come  n«?iu*  you ;  but  every  time  you  put 
your  haiul  in  ^-our  purve,  betnire  to  take  out 
a  whoU>  haniitul.  (uid  do  notff|iare  them.  Oh- 
Krve  to  iki  every  ihin#f  exaetiv  a*»  I  have 
tuld  you.  with  f^reat  presence  of  mind ;  be 
not  alraid  of  any  ||i»rBon  or  tliirur.  and  leave 
the  reaft  to  a  HUiierior  mwer,  wlio  wUl  order 
matters  as  he  thinks  nt. 

Youiu;  Bednnldin  b<'iiur  well  inatnicted 
in  all  that  he  w.u^  to  do.  atUnnced  towiirdH 
the  duor  (>r  the  Imth ;  the  first  thini?  he  did 
Wtia  to  liirht  hw  torch  as  that  of  a  Rla\'e ; 
and  tiien  mixiiu^  amoiur  them  hh  if  he  be- 
lon^t'd  to  rtomi*  nobleman  of  Caim.  he  march- 
eil  al'Ui:;  uri  thfy  did.  and  followed  hum|>- 
bitrk.  wt.'irame  cnit  iil'the  iMith.  luut  nunmi- 
ed  a  ikors**  out  nf  the  KultJin^ii  own  Ktable. 

B«-dr**«idin  llitj«iin  cinnui^^  iwar  ti>  the 
mufH'iafis,  and  men  and  wtHiH*n  dancen*. 
wlio  went  jii*t  bt^lbi-e  the  liride;fn.iom.  pulled 
out  time  attf'r  tinw*  wiiole  handfuU  ol' m»- 
qumii,  whieh  ht*  distributed  amoiif  them; 
Ami  lb'  he  iini<k  i^ive  bin  m<iiit*y  witli  anun- 
parallt'W'd  irrarr  iuhI  «*ii|^i*fins  mien,  all 
wlio  rr«*«*ivf«i  It  Ciu*t  titejr  evt»  ujmmi  him: 
ami  al'tiT  liii*v  hail  a  lull  view  uf  bin  face, 
they  fdund  him  «)  liandMiine  and  comely, 
tliat  tliey  cnuid  not  ItMik  oti  a>:aiii. 
At  hut  tiiny  came  ti>  SrhentMNldm  Mohanf- 
med's  Katf*  who  wan  Bt*.in'dt)in  llaiviurs 
ufide,  aiki  little  thoinrht  Iuh  nephew  woioo 
ooir.  Tlie  ([•■irk«'4*)K*ni,  to  prevent  any  d»- 
onicr.  kv\d  tuick  ah  the  xiaveK  tiiat  camc-d 
tofvhca.  and  would  iwit  let  thrni  mine  in. 
Beilreditin  uab  ItkewM'n'iiiM:.! .  but  tht*  mu- 
■ciiUM.  who  had  htr  entrance,  i4oo  i  btill. 
aiid  prouiite.i  thev  wiuild  iii>t  tru  in.  it'  they 
hmderetl  him  tiiim  t^niur  akHi^  with  tln^m. 
He  M  not  one  of  the  f*Iav««.  »«id  they :  kiok 
upoahim.aiifl  vuu  willHJoiibeiiiitHtieilafftu 
that  lie  is  certainly  a  youni;:  stranger  wlm 
ii  cunoUA  tu  H*e  the  cereiiMMiieM  ob«erve«l  at 
wedduu;s  in  tlifrtcity  :^  and  hi  vine  thus,  tliey 
put  him  m  the  mulstol'tliem.  and  earned  hmi 
m,  whether  the  porters  would  or  no ;  they 
look  his  torch  out  oi*  his  hand,  and  fravc  it 
to  the  first  they  met:  having  brought  him 
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into  the  hall,  they  placed  him  at  tlie  ri^ht 
hand  of  tlie  hum^>-backcd  bridc^itxNu.  who 
sat  near  the  viziers  daughter  on  a  thronft 
moiit  richly  atlonied. 

She  ap|)eartNl  very  lovely  in  all  her  dresMi, 
but  in  her  fiicc  there  was  nothing  to  be  Men 
but  vexation  aiMl  mortal  grief.  The  cause 
of  thiEj  waseafiy  to  lie  sui?A«d  at,  wlienshn 
hail  bv  her  si.ie  a  bridegrtKim  vo  very  de* 
formed,  and  ho  unworthy  of  her  love.  The 
thniiu*  of  that  ill  matchetl  couple  was  in  the 
midst  of  a  wita.  The  \m\iva  of  the  einini, 
viziers,  and  tho^e  of  the  sultmi's  bcdcliam* 
tier,  and  sevenii  other  ladien  of  tlie  court 
and  city,  wt>re  placed  on  each  side,  a  little 
lower,  everv  one  according  to  their  quality. 
iumI  all  of  them  so  finclv  and  richly  cfmeedj 
that  it  wafi  oneoftiiej)leasantest  sights  that 
rmild  \k.'  HM^n,  each  of  tlicm  holding  a  laixe 
wax  Ui\nT  in  their  hand. 

When  they  saw  Uedreddin  Haaan  come 
into  the  room,  they  ail  fixtnl  their  eyes  upoo 
him,  and  admiring  liis  shape.  ^^  behaviour, 
and  the  beauty  of  liii  liice,  tiiev  could  not 
forbear  boking  upon  him.  When  he  wae 
set  down,  every  one  lell  their  seats  and 
c^ime  near  to  him  to  ha>'e  a  lull  view  ot'hie 
lace,  and  almost  all  oi'tiiem,  as  they  turned 
to  their  seats,  found  tiienMelves  mo\*ed  with 
teiwler  iNUMion. 

Tlie  disiarity  between  Bedreddin  Haaan 
and  tiie  humirbacked  groom,  wlio  made 
mich  a  horrible  figure,  occasioned  a  great 
murmuring  amoiig  the  company,  insomuch 
that  tlie  ladies  cried  out.  We  must  give  our 
bride  to  tiiis  handsome  young  gentleman, 
luid  not  to  this  ugly  huinp-lKtck.  Nor  did 
they  rt>4  here,  but  uttered  iinprecatkNis 
airainst  the  hultan,  who.  abusing  hip  iUmo- 
lutt>  imwer.  would  unite  uirliness  an<l  beauty 
toirether.  Thev  did  aliu  upbraiil  the  bride- 
gixjoni.  HI  as  tia'y  put  hmi  tjuite  out  d' 
couiiteiiiuice.  to  thetrn-sit  KatiAtactioii  of  the 
KI^H'tators.  wh(>«*  ntioutj*  f<ir  soine  time  put 
a  hU»p  to  the  concert  of'  music  in  Uie  ImU. 
At  liir<t.  the  mu<ii*ians  lieifan  asmin.aiid  the 
women  wliu  had  drusseii  tiie  bride  caine  all 
alwut  her. 

At  the  sound  of  the  inrtrumeiits^  the 
bnde  cliaiigeil  her  dress  si*veii  dttierent 
Uiuru.  and  each  time  that  i^ho  iliii  so,  she 
roM*  up  from  her  KPat.  t'llkiwiMl  by  Ikt brkie- 
woman,  luid  |«iiiM>l  by  huiii|»-lMiek,  iftitlwut 
iriving  hiin  oiie  Untk.  luid  ui-iit  towards BinI- 
leddin  lla.4fHUi,  briore  wtu>m  i*he  prrM*iited 
lierK'll'  in  her  ih'W  attiie.  On  tliis  oci'asiun, 
Ueilreddin.  according  to  tlic  instructxmi 
given  him  by  tiie  genie.  t'aik.*«l  not  to  put  his 
hands  in  bib  I'Urse.  and  pullnl  out  haiMlluls 
oi'he'^uiitf.  whirh  lie  distributed  among  the 
wuineii  that  ful lowed  tlie  bndc.  Nor  iJid  he 
forget  thepliivervaiid  daiicert,  but  al«>  threw 
money  tu  itietu.  It  was  pleuMuit  to  see  Imnt 
they  iHwlieil  one  anotlicr  to  catlier  il  wp, 
Tti«>y  siuwei)  ttiemfelvw  very  thankful,  and 
made  liini  signs  that  the  young  bride  ihoukl 
be  for  him,  and  not  for  the  humi>-baok  Mkm, 
The  women  that  attended  her,  told  her  tha 
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nine  *iiing,  and  did  not  value  whether  the 
rroooi  heard  them  or  not ;  ibr  tliey  put  a 
Uminnd  tricks  upon  him,  which  very  much 
pleased  the  epectatore. 
When  the  eeienvYijr  of  changing  habits 
pasKd,  the  music  ceuaed  and  went 


away,  but  made  a  si^  to  Bedreddin  Hassan 
to  stay  behind.  The  laiiies  did  the  same, 
and  went  all  home,  but  those  that  belonged 
to  the  house.  The  bride  went  into  a  clotjet, 
whither  her  woman  followed  to  undress  her, 
and  none  remained  in  the  hall  but  the  hump- 
back groom,  Bedreddin  Hassan,  and  some 
of  the  domestics. 

Hump-beck,  who  was  furiously  mad  at 
Bedrefldin,  suspecting  him  to  be  his  rival, 
gave  him  a  cross  look,  and  said,  And  thou, 
what  doA  thou  wait  ibr?  Why  art  thou  not 
apneas  well  as  the  rest?  Begone.  Bedred- 
din having  no  pretence  to  stav^  withdrew,* 
Doi  knowmg  what  to  do  with  himself.  But 
he  was  not  gone  out  of  the  porch,  when  the 
genie  and  the  fairy  met  and  stopped  him. 
Whither  are  you  going  ?  said  the  failry ; 
May,  ibr  hump-back  is  not  in  the  hall,  he  is 
gone  out  about  some  businesi;  3rou  have 
nothing  to  do  but  return,  and  introduce 
yDoraelf  into  the  bride's  chieunber.  As  soon 
as  you  are  alone  with  her,  tell  her  boldlv 
that  yoa  are  her  husband,  that  the  sultan's 
mtenfinn  was  only  to  make  sport  with  the 
groom;  and  to  midce  this  pretended  bride- 
groom some  amends,  yom  had  caused  to  be 
prepared  lor  him  in  the  stabte,  a  good  dish 
(rf*  cream.  And  then  tell  her  aU  the  fine 
things  3^ou  can  think  on  to  persuade  her ; 
for  b^Djs  so  handsome  as  vou  are,  little 

GFBuasion  will  do ;  she  will  think  herself 
.ppy  in  being  deceived  so  agree<ibly.  In 
the  mean  time,  we  will  take  care  that  the 
hump-back  shall  not  return,  and  let  nothing 
hinder  70U  from  paadng  the  night  with  your 
bride.  k)r  she  is  youTE.  and  none  of  his. 

While  the  lairy  thus  encouraged  Bed- 
reddin, and  instructed  him  how  he  should 
behave  himselil  hump-back  was  really  gone 
out  of  the  room:  for  the  genie  went  to  him 
in  the  share  of  a  great  cat  mewing  at  a 
moat  fearful  rate.  The  fellow  called  to  tlie 
eat,  he  clapped  his  hands  to  make  her  floe; 
but  instead  of  that  the  cat  stood  upon  her 
hinder  feet,  staring  with  her  eyes  like  fire, 
lookiiig  fiercely  at  him,  mewing  louder  than 
■he  did  at  first,  and  growing  bigger  till  she 
wasaslanreasanasB.  At  this  sight,  humi>- 
back  would  have  cried  out  fbr  help,  but  his 
lear  was  so  great,  that  he  stood  gaping,  and 
eould  not  utter  one  word ;  and  that  he  might 
have  no  time  to  recover,  the  genie  changed 
himself  immediately  intoa  large  bufialo,  and 
in  thk  shape,  called  to  him  with  a  voice 
Ifaet  redoubled  his  fear,  Thou  hump-back- 
ed villain !  At  these  words,  the  affrighted 
ffnom  eaM,  himself  upon  the  ground;  and 
eovering  hit  face  with  his  gown,  that  he 
nkfat  not  eee  this  dreadful  bttst.  Sovereign 
pmee  of  bufiUoet,  said  he,  what  is  it  you 


want  of  me  ?— Wo  be  to  thee,  replied  tna 
genie ;  haet  thou  the  boldness  to  venture  to 
marry  my  mistreas?  O  my  tord,  said  hump- 
back. I  pray  you  tupank)n  ine;  if  I  am  guilty, 
it  is  throu^h'igi  oicii:ce ;  I  liid  not  kiu)W  that 
tins  lady  nail  a  huiliilo  to  iier  si;i'eethoart : 
command  me  in  any  tiling  you  please,  1 
give  you  mv  oath  that  I  am  ready  to  obey 
)'ou. — By  deatli,  rei>lied  the  senie,  ii  thou 
goest  out  from  hence,  or  speukest  a  word 
till  the  sun  rises,  I  will  cmsh  thy  head  to 
pieces;  but  then  I  ^ive  thee  leave  to  go 
Irom  hence :  I  warn  thee  to  make  despatch, 
and  not  to  look  back,  but  if  thou  hoA  the 
imprudence  to  n'turn,  it  shall  cost  thee  thy 
life.  When  the  genie  had  done  speakiiig, 
he  tran&tbrmed  hini^tf  into  the  shape  of  a 
man,  took  hump;4>ar.k  by  the  legs,  ami 
afler  having  set  him  against  the  wall,  witli 
his  head  downwanls,  if  thou  stir,  said  he, 
before  the  sun  nee,  as  I  have  told  thee 
already,  I  will  tike  thee  by  the  heels  again, 
and  dash  thy  head  in  a  thousand  pieces 
ag^unst  the  wialL 

To  return  to  Bedreddin  Hassan,  who 
being  prompted  by  the  genie  and  the  pre- 
sence of  the  lairy,  got  into  tlie  hall  again, 
from  whence  he  slipt  into  the  brMle-chamber. 
where  he  sat  down,  expecting  the  success 
of  his  adventure.  Afler  a  while,  the  bride 
arrived,  conducted  by  an  old  matron,  who 
came  no  farther  than  the  door,  exhorting 
the  bridegroom  to  do  his  duty  like  a  man, 
without  k)oking  in  to  see  if  it  was  hump-back 
or  another,  ana  then  locked  the  door,  and 
retired. 


.  The  youn^  bride  was  mightily  surprised, 
instead  of  hump-back,  to  find  Bedreddin 
Hassan,  who  came  up  to  her  with  the  best 
grace  in  the  world.  What !  my  dear  friend 
said  she,  by  your  being  here  at  this  time  of^ 
ni^ht,  3rou  must  be  my  husband's  comrade  ? 
—No,  madam,  said  Bedreddin,  I  am  of 
another  sort  of  quality  than  that  ugly  hump- 
back. But,  said  slic,  you  do  not  conader 
that  you  speak  degradingly  of  my  husband. 
— He  your  husband,  madam!  replied  he; 
can  jTou  retain  those  thoughts  so  long  ?  Be 
convinced  of  your  mistake,  madam^  fbr  so 
much  beauty  must  never  be  sacrinoed  to 
the  most  contemptible  of  all  mankind.  It 
is  I,  madam,  that  am  the  happv  mortal  ibr 
whom  it  is  reserved.  The  sultan  had  a 
mind  to  make  himself  merry  by  putting 
this  trick  upon  the  vizier  your  latner,,  but 
he  chose  me  to  be  your  reaJ  husband.  1  ou 
might  ha\'e  obser>'ed  how  the  ladies,  tiie 
musicians,  the  dancers^  your  women,  and 
all  the  servants  of  your  tamily,  were  pleaseti 
with  this  comedy.  \Ve  have  sei it  that  hump- 
backed fellow  to  his  stable  again,  where  he 
is  just  now  eating  a  dish  of  cream ;  and  you 
may  rest  asnired  that  he  will  never  appear 
any  more  before  3:our  eyes. 

At  this  dJBCourse,  the  vizio*^  daughter, 
who  was  more  hke  one  dead  than  alive 
when  she  came  into  the  bride-chamber,  pot 
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I  did  not  expect,  miil  nhe,  to  meet  

■t  pleaang  a  mrpriK :  and  I  had  cotidemii- 
ed  mjKU  to  live  unnappily  all  my  daj^ 
But  Bif  goal  fortune  ia  do  much  tlie  greater 
that  I  poaes  in  ynu  a  man  tliat  ia  worthy 
of  my  lenderest  aliectioii. 

Having  spoken  thus,  she  uniircsBed  her- 
nif  and  Etept  into  bed.  Bedreddin  Hn>i«in, 
ovwioyed  toeeehimaeirpcBeaMiroreomnny 
ohanuL  mode  haste  to  tullow  her,  and  Itiid 
tiii  clatjnes  upon  a  chair,  ivith  the  bag  that 
be  got  from  the  Jew ;  n-hich,  notwithMand- 


and  put  on  a  iiieht-cnp  tiiat  had  been 
ordained  tor  huui|Miack,  and  >«  went  to  bed 
in  his  ahirt  and  dnitrcrB.*  lib  dnwerB 
were  of  blue  ratin,  tieil  witli  a  lore  of  gold. 
Whilst  Lite  two  lovRTK  were  acipep,  tJie 
fienie,  who  had  met  again  with  lite  Iair7, 
told  her  thai  it  v/aa  higli  time  to  Jiiiiali  what 
was  begun,  and  eo  Hurcmfuliy  corned  on 
hitherto:  then  Irt  im  not  be  ovortaken  by 
dajrli^bt,  whieh  wil!  Hoon  appear;  go  you 
sad  bring  off  the  young  man  again  without 
mwaking  him. 

Hie  fairy  went  into  the  bed-chamber 
irtiere  the  two  lovt^n  were  liist  aflleep,  and 
Vook  up  Bedreddin  Hainan  just  as  he  wa& 
Uiat  m  to  say,  in  his  shirt  and  drawers ;  and 
Sa  eooipany  ivith  the  genie,  with  a  wixidcr- 
Shl  awiftnes  flew  oway  witli  him  *"  ■'■- 


Ute  womtm,  appointed  for  tlial  end,  were 
— altjiHf  the  people  to  come  to  prayen  at 
Tsunt  of  day.  The  fairy  laid  Bedreddin 
BliiiMin  KiStiy  on  the  ground,  and  leaving 
bim  ckae  by  the  gate,  departed  with  the 


'  All  tba  taslem  utioiu  !■ 
««U»dmiiiistunri«i" 
■hcst^nrioTlheNory. 


in  tbeii  diswans 


The  gate  of  the  cfty  being  OMDed,  and  ft 
great  many  people  aaemblea  to  get  rat, 
they  were  mightlr  nujirised  to  eee  Bedrad- 
din  Hasan  lyu>g  in  ha  ebirt  and  dnwon 
upon  the  grounii.  One  nid,  He  ha*  b«n 
hard  put  to  it  to  get  awm^  from  his  miMitSi, 
that  ne  could  not  g;et  time  to  put  on  hk 
cloihes.— Look  ve,  said  another,  bow  people 
expoie  themselves;  sure  enough  he  nu 
Bjient  moKt  jwrtot'the  night  In  dnnldng  with 
his  IHendx,  till  be  hos^  drunk ;  and  then, 
perhaps,  having  occasion  to  go  out,  inatrad 
of  reluming,  is  come  this  length,  and  not 


havins  his  wnses  about  him,  waaorertakea 

''Asleep.  Olhera were oTanotlieroinDioD; 

nobody  could  guen  what  bad  been  the 


withal 


oce^asion  of  his  coming  ihilh^. 

A  snnll  puff  of  wind  happening  to  blow 
at  theeame  time,  uncover^  hie  breiM^  that 
'wa«  whiter  than  snow.  Kvety  nw  being 
Htruck  with  admiration  at  the  fuMneMof  hH 
compiexkui,  they  spoke  so  kud  that  it  awaked 
the  young  man. 

His  surnriM  was  aa  great  as  theirs,  when 
be  loundhinweiratlhegoteof  acitywhera 
he  had  never  been  belore,  and  er ' 


-^_,  and  what  you  would  hare  of  me?  Om 
of  the  crowd  spoke  to  him,  uyin^,  Young 
""■",  the  gates  of  the  city  were  just  now 
, .  ed,  and  ait  we  came  out  we  Imind  rou 
Ij-ing  liere  in  Uiisconditicn,  and  stood  still  to 
'"'on  you;  Have  you  lain  Itere  all  nigbti 

Jo  not  you  know  that  you  ore  at  one  d 

the  gqies  of  Damescui? — At  one  of  tha 
galea  of  Damairus]  answered  Bedreddin; 
sure  you  mock  me.  When  I,  lay  down  to 
sleep  lost  night  I  was  ntCairOi.  Wbeit  he 
said  these  wonis,  some  of  the  people,  moved 
with  conipaiidion  fer  him,  said,  It  is  pit; 


tiiM  euch  a  handsome  maag  man  should 
hi*  senMB !  and  so  went  a«f«y. 
.  Mid  an  (rid  gentleman  10  him,  yoQ 
what  you  saj.    How  i*  it  poauiw 


that  vou,  beiw  this  morning  at  Damiwcua 
could  be  last  mght  at  Caiio  i— It  it  inia,  fiv 


tn 
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ftll  that,  laid  Bedreddm ;  riH-Inreartoyou, 
that  I  was  all  daj  vMcrdaj  at  Boleora. 
He  had  no  sooner  Hud  these  wnrds,  but  alt 
the  people  I'ell  into  a.  Gt  of  laiighl£r  and 
cried  out,  He^  a  ibol,  he's  a  madman. 
There  were  some,  however,  thai  pitieil  him 
because  ot'  his  youth ;  ami  one  umoiig  tiie 
company  nul  to  turn,  Hj  son,  rou  must  cer- 
tainfj  be  crazed  1 .  70a  do  not  coradder  what 
}ou  MV-  !■  it  PUBtble  that  a  man  could 
jaterdar  be  at  Bokoca,  the  oune  ni^t  at 
CauQ,  and  next  morning  at  Damaacua  ? 

~  1 111. ,  ^pygg        yp 

yournarilB.— WlIatlBav,aIuncr«dBc<|- 
''n  l^san,  is  so  true,  that  laet  night  I 


irita.— What  laav,  answered  BcilreJ- 

„_, san,  is  so  true,  that  laet  nigh'  '  —  - 

married  in  the  citf  of  Cairo.  All  oil 

laughed  betbre  could  not  tbrbeiu-  kughing 
aeam.  when  he  mid  to.  Call  yourvelf  to 
mind,  saiil  the  same  person  that  spoke  be- 
fore; you  have  sure  eitoughdrenml  ailthis, 
and  that  fancy  still  poHneffle*  your  brain.— I 
am  aensible  of  what  1  say,  answered  the 
joung  man.  Pmy  can  you  tell  me  how  it 
waapoMble  forme  togo  in  a  dream  to  Cairo, 
where  I  am  very  certain  I  was  in  person, 
luid  where  my  bndc  waancven  limesbrought 
before  me.  each  time  drcwed  in  a  dit&rvnt 
habit:  and  where  I  saw  an  ugly  hump- 
backed lellow,  to  whom  they  intended  ' 

■      ■      '    Te»id€^lT      -■    ' ■--■ 

-     ly  gown,  1 

bur  oI'Mqiiiiu  Ihad  at  (.airo. 

Thooeih  he  assured  them  that  all  these 
thinn  were  matter  of  tact,  yet  they  could 
not  torbear  to  laush  at  him;  which  put 
bim  into  such  confusion,  that  he  knew  not 
what  to  think  of  all  those  adventures. 

Aller  Bedreddin  Hassan  had  crailidently 
affinne<t  nil  that  he  raid  to  be  true,  he  rose 
un  to  go  tnio  the  town,  and  every  one  tliat 
folloived  him  culled  out,  A  nuidman,  a  (bol. 
Upon  this  M me  looked  out  at  their  windows. 
Home  came  to  their  doors,  and  others  joineii 
with  thoae  tliHt  wore  about  bim,  railing  out 
ns  they  did,  A  madman ;  but  not  knowing; 
for  what  In  this  piTptextly  of  min,f  tlw 
young  gentleman  happened  lo  com«  lielbre 
a  pastrycook'*  shop,  and  went  into  ii  In 
avoid  the  rabble. 

This  pastrycouk  had  formerly  hwn  cap- 
tain to  a  troop  of  Ambiai)  robhert>.  who 
plundered  the  caravans;  and  ibmigh  he 
was  become  a  citizen  of  Dama.°cui:,  where 
he  behaved  hinneell'to  erery  one's  content, 
yet  he  was  dreaded  by  all  thoee  that  knew 
liim ;  whcrclbre,  q«  soon  as  he  came  out  to 
Itte  rabble  that  followed  Budreddin,  tliey 
diuierHed. 

The  par 
ubed  him  ■...., 
him  (hither?  Bedreddin  Hiusan  told  him  all, 
not  oonc«alinghiH  birth,  nor  tlw!  death  cifhi* 
rather,tlieiCrajid vizier.  Hentlprwunls siive 
him  an  account  why  he  lel\  Balsora ;  huw, 
after  he  had  fallen  asleep  the  night  tbilowiiie 
upon  h»  father's  tomb,  he  tbund  himself 
irtien  he  awnke.1  at  Cairo,  where  he  had 
jdwtM  a  lady ;  and  tu  tost,  in  what  anvuce- 


ment  he  waa,  when  be  found  himself  nt 
Damaacue,  without  being  tkble  to  peoetraia 
bio  all  those  wonderful  adventures. 

Your  history  iBOiieoflheinoBt  surprising, 
said  the  pastrycook :  but  if  you  will  Ibilow 
my  advice,  vou  shall  let  no  man  know  ihoae 
matters  you  have  revenleii  to  me,  but  patient- 
ly expect  till  benven  think  (it  10  nut  an  end 
to  your  niistbrtunes;  you  shall  he  free  tostar 
with  me  till  then ;  ami  since  I  have  no  chil- 
dren, I  will  own  j'ou  for  my  son,  it  you  con- 
sent to  it  j  and  alter  you  are  bo  adopted,  rau 
may  freely  walk  upanddownlhe  city,  ivith- 
out  belns  exposed  any  more  to  the  inaulla 
of  tiie  rabble. 

Though  this  adoption  wns  below  the  mn 
of  a  grand  vizier,  Bedreddin  mm  glad  to 
accept  of  the  puwlrycook'a  propowiln,  judg- 
ing it  the  best  thing  he  could  do.  connder- 
iiig  hia  then  circumsiancei^  The  cook  clo- 
thed him,  called  for  witiicsscK,  nnd  wentbe- 
Ibre  a  notary,  where  he  acknowledged  hint 
for  his  son.  After  this  Bedreddin  staid  with. 
him  by  ilic  name  of  Ha»an,  and  Icnmed 
the  rtfurtry  trade. 

Whilst  this  passed  at  Dnmaarus,  Sc.hem- 
seddin  Mohammed's  daughter  u«-ake<),  nnd 
finding  Beilreddin  gone  out  of  bod,  suppo- 
sed be  had  risen  softly  for  fear  of  didturfiing- 
her,  but  lie  wouki  soon  rclum.  As  she  was 
in  ezpeclHtion  of  him,  hi'r  fiither,  Ihe  Wzier 
(who  was  mightily  vexed  nt  the  aflronr  put 
upon  him  by  the  Biiltaii)  ciinii"  and  knocked 
at  her  chainher-iloor  with  a  rceolulion  ta 
bewail  her  wul  dextiny.  He  called  her  by 
her  name,  and  she  knowing  him  hv  his  voice, 
immediatciv  got  up,  and  openeii  the  door. 
She  killed  his  hand,  and  n'ceived  him  with 
so  much  saljslkctioii  in  her  coiinlcnnnce  aa 
Kurprifed  the  vizier,  (whipipiTted  to  find 
her  drowned  in  tpars,  nnd  iis  iimrh  grieved 
as  himself)  Unhappy  wrrlch !  said  he  in  a 
poseion.  do  vou  t)|i|<ear  l>cli>re  nic  thiB? 
Allcr  ine  biofoua  sacrifice  yiu  have  jusC 
consuinmnteil,  can  you  see  me  with  so 
much  satiKlaction  ? 

The  newbrideseeinsherfalher  angry  at 
herplefciant    -     ■-  ■•.    • .-    r.— 


ftvPii  wke.  s 


.>loi. 


is  not  Ihe  huinii-bnck  ii'llmv,  whom 

I  af)hnr  more  than  deatli ;  it  in  not  that  mon- 
Mer  I  have  mnrrii-d :  every  Nvly  liiushed 
him  lo  scrim,  ami  put  him  sn  mit  of  cotmte- 
nancc.  tliat  he  was  (iirred  to  run  away  and 
hi<le  himn'jf  to  make  mom  fiir  a  rharmiiu; 
yoim?  gentleman,  who  i-  mv  r-al  liuiihaiid. 
-What  liibk^  do  vwi  iidl  me?  ™i.l  Sehmn- 
«<ddin  Molmaimed,  ro>i?hlT.  VVhnI  !  diil 
not  crook-hiiek  lie  with  yini  tn-Tiiirlil  l—Sn, 
tilr,  mid  she ;  it  wns  thai  vouni;  gentlnnan 
I  told  \-ou  ni:  who  hat  lnrL'>'  t-i-es  and  black 
eyelinitt-H.  At  IhcA-  wonls. the  vixier Irrt  aU 
Iiatieiiee.  bimI  lell  into  a  terrible  |«jpkin.— 
Ah !  wicknl  woman,  said  he.  you  will  make 
me  dirtracled !— ll  is  you.  liitbcr.  «ii,|  she, 
Ihnt  put  me  out  of  mv  i^iww  hv  vour  incre- 
dulity.—Sn  it  is  not  true,  n'ptie>Vlhe  vixirr, 
Ihul  hint  p-back Lei  n|i  talk  no  more  nf 
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f.  upMi  hump- 


WhUii 


t,  Kiiil  she . 

back  I  mnit  I  always  have , 

dUll  Ather,  aoid  she,  I  tell  you  aact  more, 
dttt  I  did  not  lieil  wit>i  liiiii.  but  with  my 
dear  •ponw,  who,  I  believe,  ii  not  very  lar 

Schenweddin  Mohanimed  went  aut  to  Kek 
him,  but  instead  ol'seeine:  him  wiie  mightily 
wupihed  to  find  hunijf-back  with  hie  hfail 
Ml  the  gnnind,  and  tve  hecks  upperninel,  ap 
-I  — -g  d^^  ,g|  j,jm  H^uinHt  the  Willi. 
themeaninr  of  tliB?«iid  he;  who 

, .juthus?    Crook-hark,  kiiowinp  it 

lAbetDe  vizier,  answered,  Aim  !  altiflitiB 
jaa  then  that  would  marry  me  In  the  mia- 
trm  of  &  bulblo,  the  sweetheart  of  un  ugly 
fenie ;  I  won't  be  your  tool ;  7011  sliunH  put 
•  trick  upon  me. 

Schenueddin  Mohammed,  when  he  heard 

hump-bock  speuk   thux,   thought  he  w(ia 

i&vin^i  and  bid  him  move,  and  stand  unon 

his  le^    I  will  take  rare  how  I  iln  that, 

Wid  bump^^Mlck.  unlew  the  van  be  ri^'n. — 

Know,  nr,  thiit  witen  I  camn  Ullier  ln»t 

nichi,  on  a  Hnldpn,  a  blark  cat  appeareil 

to  me.  and  in  nti  iiiplnnt  friew  im  biir  an  a 

bufliilo.    l\vD.\y. nnl fiir?ot whitt  lie nM  tii 

ne;  therelbrc  you  may  {roalNMil  yinirbufi- 

IMB,  and  Iravi! me  lifre.  The  viziiT. iiiHte;iil 

of  icoing  away,  took  him  by  ilie  bi-el>>.  iiinl 

■uuehim  irrt  up.  Tiien  hump-bark  niuol)' 

•■  ^nt.  as  he  niiild,  witlmut  kiokins  iH'hind 

itini;  anlromiiietu  llw  imlure,  pmsi-nteil 

UmKll'tu  the  Hiiliiin,  who  lauslied  hi'nrtilv 

when  he  loJil  him  the  dory  tuiw  tlie  triliie 

'lail  iien'eil  him. 

ScluMnH'ildiii  Moluimmtd  retnrneil  to  liii 

btllZhter'H  i'h:tniiiiT  tiuire  at^oniiilied  than 

pibre.     Wt'll.  then,  niv  abuHeil  diiiiKhler. 

vA  he,  r;in  vim  sn:-  ine  no  liullier  lipht 

10  tl)V  mattiT  '—  Sir.  niid  i:he.  1  Fiui  sive 

■unoiitlieriu'i-iiiintlhiiiitvhatlhavediit 

renily.     Hen-  -mi:  my  IntKlmtidMehilhi 

'ik-libeleli  ui«>u  iheehuir;  jierluiiHyi 

ly  fiisl  nmiewhnt  lliere.  tlmt  iiiai-  mli  _ 

ir  doubt.  Tlirn  she  Khnived  him  I^eilred- 

H  liirhnn,  which  he  tiaik  and  examined 


afler  the  Monmoul*  tashion.  BlttpercdruVi 
Hicnewhut  to  be  sewed  l>ctwcen  the  Btuff  an  • 
Ihe  lininr^  he  called  Ihraciniora,  and  bavin; 
unript  it.  lound  the  paper  which  NourredT 
din  All  ^ve  Bedreddin.  his  «n,  as  he  wna 
dving,  and  which  be  hiul  put  intc  hi*  turban 
lor  more  xecurily. 

SchuniHeddin  Mohammed  having  opened 
the  iKiiier,  knew  hix  brother  Nourreddin^ 
hand,  anil  fbuinl  thin  RU|ieiseriplion,  '  For 
my  HOti,  Bedreddin  Hassan.'  Before  he 
rould  make  any  redectioiis  upon  it,  hia 
dui:shtcr  delivered  him  the  bag  thai  lar 
under  bin  clothcH.  which  he  iikewtae  opened, 
ant  ibund  it  lull  of  seguiiw:  for,  as  I  tola 
you  before.notwithitaiiiiinKall  the  liberality 
ol"  Ileilreddin,  it  was  still  ke|it  full  by  the 


nequiriA  lielnnsing  to  Isaac  the  Jew,'  And 
then'Mneiiundenieiith,  which  the  Jew  wrote 
before  he  intrteil  I'rum  Bedreddin  Haaoin. 
'  Deliveml  to  Bedreddin  Ilaaran,  Ibr  the 
mreoot'theliivt  of  ihcveEJiiiis  that  former- 
ly brk>n?ed  to  Nonrreddiii  A]i,hiBfkthef,of 
ivnrt'iy  mi-mory.sold  unm  me  upon  ita  arri- 
vnl  in  tliis  place.'  He  liad(«firce  read  then 
wiin!s,  when  he  t;[ive  a  sliout,  and  fainted 

llic  vizier,  SchriiH«ililin  Mohamined, 
heiii?  recovered  iVrim  liiii  lit  by  the  lielp  or 
liM  ditiuihter.  :ui<l  iliu  u-omun  she  called  I0 
her  a^wtanre.  Daughter,  said  he,  do  not 
Iritrhleni-ouiveiratthHacciiient;  tlierwoQ 
iif  ti  is  «ueh  iw  yon  can  scarcely  believe. 
^'iiiir  brideicnnni  U  yuur  cuusiii,  the  son  of 
NoiuTcildin  All.  Tlie  thoiinand  seipiiDB  in 
tlia  b;i!r  jiulf  iiic  in  iiiiiiJ  of  a  quarrel  I  had 
with  my  dear  brother ;  it  is,  without  dot^ 
(lieiiowryhce'veByou.  God  be  ^rwKd  lor 
all  thinsH.  an.1  particularly  for  tha  mirocu- 
'  bus  ailventure,    which    denKnutralea  hie 

•  Tbf  town  of 
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dmightv  power.  Then  looking  a^n  npnn 
hk  brother'-  writiR^,  he  Vh^red  it  sevcrai 
timen,  sheilding  abuntiancc  of  tears. 

He  lookeil  over  th)^  hook  from  oiie  end  to 
the  other,  where  he  Jound  the  date  of  his 
brother's  arrival  at  DabnTa,  of  hia  marriage. 
nndof  the  bJrihcrf'Ikdreddin  Haatnni  and 
when  he  comitarcd  the  nme  with  the  dny 
oThis  own  marria^,  and  the  birth  ofhrn 
daughter  at  Cairo,  he  admired  how  every 
(hintf  did  agree  fo  exactly. 

The  happ);  discovery  put  hhn  ioto  rach  a 
trnn8))ort  nl  joy,  that  ne  took  un  the  book, 
with  the  ticket  oTthe  hag.  and  allowed  it  to 
the  niltan,  who  pardoneil  what  was  past, 
and  was  bo  much  pleaaed  with  the  relation 
of  this  adventure,  that  he  caused  il,  witli  all 
its  circumBtancea,  to  be  put  in  writing  for 
the  use  of  poeteriQr. 

Meanwhile,  the  vizier  Schemseddin  Mo- 
hamn-.ed  could  not  comprehend  the  reason 
why  his  ncj^w  did  not  BppF.ar ;  he  ex- 
pected him  every  moment,  and  waa  impa- 
tient to  have  him  in  hia  arms.  After  he  had 
expected  him  wvendai'Binvain,he  search- 
ed for  him  throuirhntl  Cairo,  but  could  hear 
mnewaoThim,  which  perplexed  him  very 
much.  Thi8iBtheEtra[ijreHtBdventure,B.ii(l 
he,  that  ever  man  met  with, and  not  knowing 
what  alteration  mif  lit  happen,  he  thnnjilit 
fit  to  dmw  up  in  writing  with  his  own  hand, 
after  what  manner  the  wedding  had  been 
mlemniEed ;  how  the  liall  and  hisdaughteHs 
bed-chamber  were  furnished,  and  other  cii^ 
cumstanmu  He  likewise  made  the  tnrhan, 
the  hne,  and  the  rest  of  Bedreildiii'a  thingi^ 
into  a  bundle,  and  k»ked  Ihem  un. 

After  pome  dft™  were  paM,  tfie  vizier's 
dau^ter  percj^ived  heraelf  with  child,  and 
war.  brou°'ht  to  hetl  of  a  son  alter  nine 
montha.  A  niin«  was  provided  lor  the  I 
child,  bewdefl  other  women  anil  eilavea  to 
wait  upon  him ;  and  his  giundfather  rolled 
him  A^b.* 

When  yonng  A^  had  attained  the  ape  of 
KVGn,  the  vizier,  iintead  of'te.ichin^himto 
read  at  home,  put  him  to  nchool  with  a  mns- 
ler,  who  was  in  ereat  ewcem ;  and  two 
■lavea  were  ordered  to  wait  upon  him.  Agtb 
t»ed  to  play  with  hii  school Icllowa,  and  as 
they  wereall  inlcrior  to  hitn  in  quality,  they 
ahoweil  him  Kreat  rciipeot,  nccordins  to  the 
example  o(  their  master,  who  many  timefl 
would  poM  by  Innlts  in  him,  that  he  woulil 


Dot  pots  hy  in  the  rest  "Tlim  complaisance 
•polled  Agih,  no  that  he  became  proud  and 
nwolcnt,  wnulii  have  hia  plavfellowH  bear 


all  from  him,  and  would  hear  nothing  from 
them,  but  he  master  everv  where;  and  if 
any  wie  tnok  the  liU-rty  to  thwart  him,  he 
would  call  them  a.  thousand  nam»,  and 
many  timen  heut  them. 

In  short,  all  the  scholars  were  wearv  ol' 
hia  company,  and  complained  of  him  to  their 
master.  He  answered,  that  they  must  hare 
patience.  But  when  be  aiw  tJiat  Agib  stilJ 

*  This  won]  in  Aiatsc  Hgnifin  woDdnfiiL 


grow  raoroand  more  insrfenL  and  occaaohud 
him  ngreat deal o)'trouUe,Childron, said oe 
to  hii'i'rholars,  I  find  Agib  isaiittle  insolent 
seiilleman ;  I  will  show  you  a  way  how  to 
mortify  him,  an  aa  he  shall  never  torment 
vou  any  more;  nay,  I  believe  it  will  make 
him  leave  the  echonl.  WhenhccomcHa^ain 
'  that  you  have  '  ""  " 


but  nnoit  rendition,  that  they  who  <le9ii«to 
plaji  Miall  tell  his  own  name,  and  the  namea 
of  his  father  and  mother,  and  they  who  re- 
fuse it  shall  he  esteemed  bastards,  and  oat 
sufered  to  play  in  our  company. 

Next  day,  when  they  were  ^(hered  toge- 
ther, they  railed  not  to  follow  their  master'a 
inatructions ;  they  placed  themselves  round 
Agib.andoneofthem  called  out,  Let  us  be- 
gin a  play,  but  on  condition,  that  he  wbr 
cannot  tell  hia  own  name,  and  that  of  hk 
tiither  and  mother,  shall  not  plav  at  olL 
They  ali  cried  out.  and  so  did  Afib,  W« 
consent  to  iL  Then  he  that  spoke  firslaeked 
ever)'  one  the  quenion,  and  all  fulfilled  tha 
condition  except  Agib,  who  anawored,  my 
name  in  Agib  :  my  mollierie  called  the  lady 
of  beauty,  ann  my  father  ScliemseddinHo- 
hammcti,  vizier  to  the  sultan. 

At  these  words  all  the  children  cried  otttr 
Agib,  what  did  j'ou  my?  That  ■  not  tlie 
nnme  of  your  fattier,  but  your  grandfMher. 
A  curse  on  }'ou,  said  he  inapoMion ;  whatt 
dare  you  sa;;  uint  the  vizier  Schemseddin 
Mohammed  is  not  my  latlierT  No,  no^ 
cried  they,  with  great  laughter,  ho  k  ImH 
your  gramliather,  and  you  ahali  not  play 
with  ua.  Nay,  we  will  take  care  how  we 
come  into  j-o'iir  company.  Having  qmken 
II1U8,  they  all  Mt  him,  seolHng  him,  and 
IduKliingamongthemnelveB,  which  laortified 
Agib  so  much  tliat  he  wepL 

Tliia  Bclioobiinsier,  who  was  near,  and 
heard  all  that  pn^l,  came  just  at  the  nick 
of  time,  ond  speaking  lo  Agib,  aahlhe,  Ag^ 
do  not  you  knowdiallhc  vizier  SchenMe£lin 
Mohamnied  is  noneof  your  lather,  but  your 

ndliither,  and  the  lather  ol'}'our  mother, 
Eidyofbcauty  ?  We  know  notthe  noma 
of  your  father  no  more  than  you  do.  We 
only  know  that  the  miltan  was  goii^  ta 
marry  vour  mother  to  one  of  his  grooms,  a 
hump-liack  lellow;  but  a  genie  lay  witt 
her.  Thia  is  hard  upon  you,  and  ought  to 
teach  you  10  treat  J-our  schoolfelkrwa  widi 
less  haughtinca  than  you  have  done  hi- 
therto. 

Little  Agib  being  nettled  at  thi^  na 
hastily  out  of  the  school,  and  went  nooM 
crj-ing.  He  came  straight  to  his  motbei^ 
chamber,  who  being  alarmed  to  see  him 
tliuB  grieved,  asked  him  the  reaann.  Ha 
could  not  answer  lor  tears,  his  grief  w«a  m 
great;  and  it  was  but  now  and  then  be 
could  speak  plain  enough  to  repeat  what 
had  been  said  to  him,  and  occakooed  hk 

Wlien  he  came  to  hintttlT,  Hotber,  mU 
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he,  fie  the  love  ofOod  be  pleased  to  tell  me 
imo  ■  my  father.  Mv  kmi,  said  she,  Schem- 
nddio  Mohammed,  that  every  day  mukcs 
n  much  of  ^ou,  ii  vour  lather.  Vou  do  not 
Id  he  1  he  is  your  father,  and 


But  whoee  a 


1  17    At 


thk  question,  the  lady  of  beauty  calli 
nina  her  wedding-iught  which  had  uu-u 
■Kceeded  by  a  long  widou-hood,  began  in 
■hed  teaiB,  repining  bitterly  al  the  Mof  so 
brely  a  hu^and  as  Bcdrcildin. 

Whila  the  lady  olbeauly  and  Afilb  were 
both  weeping,  in  comes  the  vizier,  who  de- 
manded the  reason  of  llicir  sorrow.  The 
Udj  told  him  the  shame  Agib  had  under- 
gone at  school,  which  h)  much  iilie^tc<l  tlic 
~-'—r,  that  h(!  joined  hia  teara  willijlieirx, 

which         .    , , 

the  common  dtscourae  of  tlte  town,  he  was 

quite  out  of  paiience. 

Being  thus  afflicte<r  he  went  to  the  Bui- 
tan's  palace,  and  liillbg  proxtrate  at  hia 
feet,  nio«t  humbly  [irayed  him  to  gi\-e  liini 
leave  to  make  a  jounicy  into  the  ])ro\'incea 
of  the  Levant,  atid  parlicularU-  to  Balaora, 
IB  KSTch  of  bis  nephew  Oetlrcddin  Hawan. 
For  be  could  not  b«ar  any  lon[;er  that  (lie 
inople  of  the  city  should  believe  a  g^enie  had 
gM  hii  daughter  with  child. 

Tbewiltanwaa  much  concerned  at  the 
vixier^  affliction,  approved  his  resolution, 
•ndftave  htm  leave  to  go.  He  eaupeil  a 
fOlmport  also  In  be  writtrn  tor  him,  praying, 
in  the  nwet  ohlis'in<;  lemin  thai  conid  he,  alj 
Idngs  and  |iritices,  in  wliiwe  dominionB  ilie 
nid  Beilreitdin  might  enjoum,  tu  grant  that 
itw  vizier  mtglit  bring  liini  along  with  hlin. 

Schenucddin  Mohammed,  not  knowing 
bow  to  exprcw  his  tbaiikl'iiltioitii  to  the  mil- 
tan  for  thH  favour,  lliou^lit  it  his  duty  to  Rtll 
down  before  him  a  second  time,  suid  the 
Aooda  of  team  he  nheil  gave  him  miHirirnt 
iHtunonv  of  bis  gniiitudc.  At  la«t,  liaving 
wUwd  tJie  sultan  all  manner  of  proq>erity, 
he  took  hii  leave,  ana  went  home  to  his 
hsim,  where  he  diquNeu  e^'err  thinff  fin- hia 


journer ;  and  the  preparatkmi  fbr  it  were 
carriea  on  with  so  much  diligence,  dial  in 
four  days  after  he  iett  the  city, accompanied 
by  hia  daughter  the  lady  of  beauty,  and 
his  grandson,  Agib. 

'iliey  travelled  nineteen  daj-s  wiibout 
stopping  any  where  i  but  on  the  twentieth, 
arriving  in  a  very  pleasant  inead,ataBniaII 
distance  Irom  the  eiUe  of  DamiiBCus,  they 
stopped  there,  arulpiiched  their  tents  upon 
the  haiikK  of  a  river,  that  runs  ihrough  the 
town,  and  eivei  a  vtiry  agreeable  proB|)ecl 
to  iiH  neighnourliomi. 

The  vizier  ScheiiiBcddin  Mohammed  de- 
clared he  would  stay  in  tint  pleaxant  i>lace 
two  ilavB,  and  [nir^iie  his  juunie)'  on  tl)e 
thir.l.  In  the  mean  time  he  gave  leai-e  to 
hit  n;(inue  to  go  to  Diuiuu^cuh:  and  almost 
all  ol'tlK-m  made  use  ol'it:  mine  influenced 
by  curioaiiy  tu  ace  a  city  tlicy  had  beard  w 
much  of,  and  others  by  the  opportunity  of 
voniiing  there  the  Egyiitian  giiods  they  had 
brought  with  tliem,  or  buying  tIaSs,  and 
the  rarilicfl  of  the  country-  The  beautiful 
lady  disiring  her  son  Agib  might  share  in 
the  Eitisfaction  of  viewiiti;  tliat  celebrated 
city,  orrle red  the  black  eunuch  tbiit  acted  in 

-  ■—  -'■  his  pDvemor,  to  contluct  him 
d  take   care  he  come  to    iio 

Agib,  in  magnificent  apimrel,  went  along 
with  the  eunuch,  who  hud  a  large  cane  in 
his  liand.  They  had  no  mwikt  entered  the 
city,  than  Agib,  fiiirnnd  glorious  :is  the  dav, 
nltraeted  the  rytw  of  the  [icnple.  Smne  CTt 
"'their  lioiiicrf  to  gain  a  nearer  ajrwl 
:erviewiil'liini;uth(T*imttheirheBdi 
Jill  of  the  windows,  and  tliun:  who  pa>«eii 
ilong  the  strT'Ct  wen;  i:ot  «ati«lied  in  stop- 
iiini!  to  look  u|ion  him :  but  ke^it  ince  with 
liim,  to  iinilonk  the  pleaimre  of  the  ^tgree- 
Yblu  Bipfil :  it  I  fine,  theru  utI::  nobody  tliat  dkt 
lilt  iiibiiire  him.  ;ind  Iw-iuw  a  thoiisarxl 
bi-ni 'die lions  on  the  liither  iiiii  mother  tliat 
hail  given  being  to  to  li^  a  child.  By 
cliaiice  the  eunuch  and  he'  ]>aB«(l  by  thn 
■hop  where  Bcdreddin  HoAnn  me,  aiid 
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there  the  crowd  was  so  great,  that  they 
were  forced  to  halt 

The  pastrycook,  that  had  adopted  Bed- 
reddJn  HasBan^  had  died  some  /ears  before, 
and  left  him  his  shop  and  all  his  estates.  So 
Bedreddin  became  master  of  the  shop,  and 
managed  the  pastry  trade  so  dexterously, 
that  he  gained  great  reputation  in  Daniai^ 
cus.  Bedreddin  seeing  so  great  a  crowd 
before  his  door,  that  were  gazing  so  atten- 
tively upon  Agib,  and  the  black  eunuch, 
stepped  out  to  see  them  himself;  and  hav- 
ing cast  his  e3res  particularly  upon  Agib, 
presently  found  himself  moved,  he  knew 
not  how,  nor  why.  He  was  not  struck, 
like  the  people,  with  the  brilliant  beauty 
of  the  boy:  another  cause,  unknown  to 
him,  gave  rise  to  tlie  une^vsiness  an<l  emo- 
tk>n  he  felt.  It  was  tlie  force  uf  bUxxi  that 
wrought  in  this  tender  father ;  who  laying 
askie  iiis  business,  made  up  to  Agib,  and 
with  an  engaging  air,  said  to  him :  My  lit- 
tle brd,  who  hast  won  my  soul,  be  so  kind  as 
to  come  into  my  shop,  and  eat  a  bit  of  such 
fare  as  I  have ;  that  I  may  have  thenlea- 
sure  of  admiring  you  at  my  ease.  These 
words  he  pronounced  with  such  tenderness, 
that  tears  trickled  from  his  eyes.  Little  Agib 
was  moved  when  he  saw  it,  and  turning  to 
the  eunuch.  This  honest  man,  said  he,  nas 
a  face  that  pleases  me ;  lie  speaks  in  such  an 
afiectk)nate  mamier,  tliat  I  cannot  avoid 
complying  with  his  request ;  let  us  step  into 
hiB  house  and  taste  his  pastry.  It  would  be 
a  fine  thing  truly,  replied  the  slave,  to  see 
the  son  of  a  vizier,  like  you,  go  into  a  ))as- 
trycook's  shop  to  eat ;  do  not  imagine  that  I 
will  suil'er  any  such  thin^. — AJjis !  my  little 
lord,  cried  Bedreddin,  it  is  a  great  piece  of 
cruelty  to  trust  tlic  conduct  of  you  in  the 
hands  of  a  i^erBon  who  trcatisyou  so  harshly. 
Then  applying  himself  to  tlie  eunuch,  My 
ffood  fnenu,  continued  he,  paty  do  not  hiri- 
aer  this  youn^  lord  from  grantmg  me  the  fa- 
vour I  ask ;  do  not  put  that  piece  of  mortifi- 
catk)n  upon  me  :  rather  do  me  the  honour 
to  walk  m  along  with  him,  and  by  so  doin^, 
you  will  let  the  world  know,  that,  though 
^our  outside  is  brown  like  a  chestnut,  your 
uuide  is  as  wliite.  Do  you  know,  continued 
he,  that  I  am  master  of  the  secret  to  make 
you  white,  instead  of  being  black  as  you 
are  ?  This  set  the  eunuch  a  lauirhing,  and 
then  he  asked  Bedreddin  what  Ditit  secret 
was.  I  w^ilJ  tell  you,  replied  Bedreddin^  and 
so  he  repeated  some  verses  in  praise  of 
black  eunuchs,  implying,  that  it  was  by 
their  ministry  that  the  nonour  of  princes 
and  of  all  great  men  was  secured.  The  eu- 
nuch was  so  charmed  with  these  verse^t. 
that  without  further  hesitation,  he  sufiered 
Ajgm  to  go  into  the  sliop,  and  went  in  witli 
hmi  himself*. 

Bedreddin  Hassan  was  overjoyed  in  hav- 
ing obtained  nrhat  he  had  so  passk)natcly 
desired,  and  falling  again  to  tne  work  he 
had  thus  discontinued,  I  was  making,  said 
be,  creamnarts ;  and  }'ou  must,  witn  sub- ' 


mission,  eat  of  them.  I  am  persuaded  3roa 
wiJl  find  them  very  good ;  for  my  own  mo- 
ther, who  makes  them  incomparably  weU, 
tau;^ht  me  to  make  them,  and  the  people 
send  to  buy  them  of  me  from  all  quarters  of 
the  town.  This  said,  he  took  a  cream  tart 
out  of  the  oven,  and  aller  strewing  upon  it 
some  pomegranate  kernels  and  sugar,  set  it 
before  Agib,  who  found  it  very  delicious. 

Another  was  served  up  to  the  eunuch. 
anrl  he  gave  the  same  iudgment 

Wliilo  they  were  both  eating,  Bedreddin 
Hassiin  minded  Agib  very  attentively  ;,and 
afler  looking  upon  nim  again  and  again,  it 
came  into  his  mind,  that  for  any  thmg  ne 
knew,  he  mi^ht  have  such  a  son  by  his 
charming  wife,  from  whom  he  had  been  ao 
soon  and  so  cruelly  separated ;  and  the  very 
thought  drew  tears  from  his  eyes.  He  was 
thinkm*^  to  have  put  some  question  to  little 
Agib  about  his  journey  to  Damascus ;  but 
the  child  had  no  time  to  gratify  his  curio8it]r» 
for  the  eunuch  pressing  nim  to  rctom  to  hm 
grandfathers  tents^  took  him  away  as  soon 
as  he  had  done  eatmg.  Bedreddin  Hassan, 
not  contented  with  looking  after  him,  shot 
up  his  shop  immediately,  and  went  after 
him. 

Bedreddin  Hassan  ran  after  Agib  and  the 
eunuch,  and  overtook  them  before  they  \ 
got  to  the  ^te  of  the  city.  The  eunuch  , 
ceiviiig  he  followed  them  waseztremeljr  i 
prised.  You  impertinent  fellow,  you,  said  he, 
with  an  angry  tone,  what  do  you  want?  My 
dear  friend,  replied  Bedredmn,  do  not  you 
trouble  yourself.  I  have  a  little  busineM 
out  of  town,  that  is  just  come  into  my  head, 
and  I  must  needs  go  and  look  atler  it 
This  answer,  however,  did  not  at  all  satisftr 
the  eunuch,  who,  turning  to  Agib,  said. 
This  is  all  owing  to  you ;  I  foresaw  lehouki 
re|)ent  of  my  complaisance;  you  would 
needs  ^o  into  the  man's  dio]) — ^it  was  not 
wisely  done  in  me  to  give  you  leave.  Per- 
hai)s,  replied  Agib,  he  has  real  buaness  oat 
of  town,  and  the  road  is  free  to  every  bod|y. 
While  this  passed^  they  kept  walking  toge- 
ther, without  looking  behind  them,  tOl  tour 
came  near  the  vizier^  tents,  upon  which 
they  turned  about  to  see  if  nedreddhi  fbl- 
lowed  tliem.  Agib^  perceiving  he  was 
within  two  paces  of  him,  reddened  and 
whitened  alternately,  according  to  the  diF* 
ferent  emotions  tliat  affected  him.  He  WH 
afraid  the  grand  vizier,  hk  grand&ther, 
should  come  to  know  he  had  oeen  in  the 
pastry  sliop,  (uid  had  eaten  there.  In  this 
circaa,  he  took  up  a  pret^  lerge  stone  that 
lay  at  his  foot,  and  throwing  it  at  Bediedtti 
Hassan,  hit  him  in  the  forehead,  ^idiieh  gave 
him  such  a  wound,  tliat  his  face  was  carer* 
ed  with  blood.  Then  he  took  to  his  he^ 
and  ran  under  the  eunuch's  tent  The  eo- 
nuch  gave  Bedreddin  to  undostand,  he 
had  no  reason  to  complain  of  a  miachi 
that  he  had  merited  and  brought  upoo 
self. 
Bedreddin  turned  towards  the  ci|y»  I 
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inf  the  blood  of  this  wound  wrth  his  apron. 
wEich  he  had  not  put  ofE  I  was  a  fool,  said 
oe  within  himself,  for  leaving  my  house,  to 
take  no  much  pains  about  thk  l»at;  for 
doubtleRshe  would  never  have  used  me  afler 
this  manner,  if  he  had  not  thouj^ht  I  had 
tome  ill  design  against  him.  When  he  got 
borne,  he  had  his  wound  dressed,  and  aotl- 
ened  the  sense  of  his  mischance  by  the 
reflection,  that  there  was  an  infinite  num- 
ber of  peDple  upon  the  earth  that  were  yet 
more  unfortunate  than  he. 

Bedreddin  keprt  on  the  pastry  trade  at 
Damascus,  and  his  uncle,  Scheinseddin  Mo- 
hammed, went  from  thence  three  days  afler 
his  arrival.  He  went  by  way  of  Emaus, 
Hanah,  and  Hatep ;  then  crossed  the  Eu- 
l^uratos,  and,  afler  passing  through  Mardin. 
MouBBOul,  Singier,  Diarbeker,  and  several 
other  towns,  arrived  at  last  at  Balsora :  and 
immediately  afler  his  arrival,  dedred  au- 
dience of  the  sultan,  who  was  no  sooner 
infonned  of  Schemseadin's  quality  than  he 
gave  him  audience,  received  him  very  fa- 
vourably, and  asked  him  the  occasbnof  his 
jgamey  to  Balsora.  Sir,  replied  the  vizier 
ochemseddin  Mohammed,  I  come  to  know 
what  is  become  of  the  son  of  Nourreddin 
Ali,  my  brother,  who  has  had  the  honour  to 
■erve  your  majesty.  Nourreddin  Ali,  said 
the  sultan,  has  oeen  dead  a  long  while ;  as 
lor  his  son,  all  I  can  tell  you  of  nim  is,  that 
he  disappeared  all  on  a  sudden,  about  two 
months  after  his  father's  death,  and  nobody 
has  seen  him  since,  notwithstanding  all  the 
inquiry  I  ordered  to  be  made.  But  his  mo- 
ther, who  is  daughter  of  one  of  my  vizier's, 
is  still  aJive.  SchemFcddin  Mohammed  de- 
sired leave  of*  thf-  sultan  to  see  her,  and 
cairy  her  to  E^ypt ;  and  having  obtained 
his  request,  without  tarr>'ing  tiTl  the  next 
da^  (or  the  satiatuction  of  seeing  her,  in- 
quired aller  her  place  of  abode,  and  that 
very  hour  went  to  her  house,  accompanied 
with  his  daughter  iind  his  grandson. 

The  widow  of  Nourrcddm  Ali  lived  still 
ia  the  same  place  where  her  husband  had 
lived.  It  was  a  fine  stately  house,  adorned 
with  marble  pillars ;  but  Schemseddin  did 
not  stop  to  view  it  At  his  entry,  he  kissed 
the^  cate,  and  tlie  piece  of  marble  upon 
vHiicE  his  brother's  name  was  written  in 
lettersof  gold.  He  asked  to  speak  with  his 
■iter  in-law,  and  was  toki  by  her  servants 
that  she  was  in  a  small  building  in  form  oi' 
a  dome,  which  they  showed  to  nim,  in  the 
middie  ol*  a  verv  spackxis  court  This  ten- 
der mother  used  to  spend  the  greatest  part 
«f  the  day  and  night  in  that  room,  which  she 
had  built  for  a  representatkm  of  the  tomb  of 
Bedreddin  Hassan,  whom  she  took  to  be 
daad  afler  so  long  absence.  At  that  very 
■uoate  she  was  pouring  tears  over  the 
tiimrhti  of  that  dear  child,  and  Sehemsed- 
db  Mohammad  entering,  round  her  buried 
JB  the  deeMst  aflhctioa 

He  made  his  compliment,  and  after  be- 
eeeehiDg  her  to  ioqMiid  her  teen  and  BH^ 
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informed  her,  he  had  the  honour  to  be  her 
brother-in-law,  and  acquainted  her  with 
the  reason  of  his  journey  from  Cairo  to  Bal- 
sora. He  also  acquainted  his  sister-in-law 
with  all  that  had  passed  at  Cairo  on  his 
daughter's  wedding  night,  and  afler  inform- 
ing ner  of  the  surprise  occasioned  by  the 
discovery  of  the  paper  sewed  up  in  Beidred- 
din's  turban,  presented  to  her  Agib  and  the 
beautiful  lady. 

The  widow  of  Nourreddin  Ali,  who  had 
still  continued  sitting  like  a  woman  dejected 
and  weaned  from  the  afiairs  of  this  world, 
no  sooner  understood  by  hit  discourse  that 
her  dear  son,  whom  she  lamented  so  bit- 
terly, might  still  be  alive,  than  she  arose, 
ana  repeatedly  embraced  the  beautiful  lady 
and  her  grandchild,  Agib,  and  perceiving 
in  the  jrouth  the  features  ofBedreddin,  shed 
tears  of  a  quite  diflferent  stamp  from  what 
she  had  been  sp  long  accustomed  to  shed. 
She  could  not  forbear  kissing  the  youth, 
who,  for  his  part,  received  her  eniDracei 
with  an  the  aemonstrations  of  joy  he  was 
capable  of.  Madam,  said  Schemseddin  Blo- 
hainmed,  it  is  time  to  wipe  ofi*  your  teara 
and  cease  your  groans  lT^^  niust  think  of 
going  abng  with  us  to  Egypt.  The  sultan 
of  BSusora  gives  me  leave  to  carry  you  thi- 
ther, and  I  doubt  not  you  will  ame  to  it 
I  am  in  hopes  we  shall  at  last  find  out  your 
son,  my  nephew ;  and  il'that  comes  to  pass, 
the  history  of  him,  of  you,  of  my  own  daugh- 
ter, cuid  of  my  own  adventures,  will  deserve 
to  be  comnutted  to  writing,  and  transmit- 
ted to  posterity. 

The  widow  of  Nourreddin  Ali  heard  this 
proposal  with  pleasure,  and  from  that  mi* 
nute,  ordered  preparatbns  to  be  made  for  her 
departure.  Whike  that  was  doing,  Scheno* 
seodin  Mohammed  desired  a  second  au- 
dience 'j  and  afler  taking  leave  of  the  sultan, 
who  dismissed  him  with  ample  marks  or 
respect,  and  gave  him  a  considerable  pre- 
sent for  himsdf  and  another  of  great  value 
for  the  sultan  of  Eg3rpt,  set  out  from  Balsora 
for  the  city  of  Damascus. 

When  he  arrived  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Damascus,  he  ordered  his  tents  to  be  pitched 
without  the  gate,  at  which  he  designed  to 
enter  the  ci^;  and  gave  out  he  would 
tarry  there  three  da>'B,to  give  his  suite  rest 
and  buy  up  the  beet  curiosities  he  could 
meet  with,  and  such  as  were  worthy  of  being 
prennted  to  the  sultan  of  Egypt 

While  he  was  employ  m  looking  upon 
and  picking  out  the  finest  stufi  tnat  the 
principal  merchants  had  brought  to  his 
tents,  Agib  begged  the  black  eimoeh,  his 
governor,  to  carry  him  throuffh  the  city^  in 
order  to  see  what  he  had  not  leisure  to  view 
as  he  passed  beibre,  and  to  know  what  was 
become  of  the  pastry  cook  that  he  had 
wounded  with  a  stone.  The  eunuch  ccoh 
plying  with  hit  requait,  went  akxig  with 
him  towards  the  eity.  afler  teave  obtained 
of  the  beautiful  lady  nii  mother. 

They  entered  DemaiCQs  by  the  Peradiie 
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1  the  tpnia  ol^llip 
MohiimmeJ,    '_ 

11,1  Ihe 


■old,  and  took  B  view  ol' the  aiicieui  moBfiut; 
of  the  Ommiadie,*  at  iho  hour  nt'  iiraver, 
between  noon  uid  siinwLt  Alter  that  they 
pa««d  hy  the  ihop  of'  Beilreddin  Hftnmn, 
whom  they  Ibiind  atill  employed  in  milking 
cream  tarts.  I  anlule  yoii,  sir,  mid  Afib. 
Do  you  kiKiw  me?  i!o  I'ou  reniemher  ,vmi 
ereraawme  before  i  Bedreildm,  hearinif 
thew  words,  east  ha  eyes  upon  him,  und 
knowing  him,  (nich  n-tia  the  Eurpriwiig  el- 
fect  ol'  patemitl  love '.)  felr  tlio  tnnie  emotion 
aa  when  he  «ow  him  tin*  ol'  all.  He  was 
eonriNed.nnd,  irMeaii  ofmnkini^nri.iiwwer, 
continued  a  long  time  wirltotit  ulleLtn?  one 
word.  But  alier  nil.  rtcoveriiiif  liinii«lll 
Hy  tittke  brd,  said  he,  be  n  kind  om  Iu 
come  once  nK>re  with  your  ijovenior  into 
my  houK.  and  rante  a  cmini  lurl,  I  bes 
your  lontship'B  pardon  lor  the  troubie  I 
gave  }'ou  in  following  you  out  of  tnwii ;  I 
was  at  that  time  not  mt'self,  I  did  not  know 
what  1  did.  You  drew  me  uller  you,  anil 
the  violence  oTihe  attraction  wus  so  ution^, 
diatIcou!d  not  witliFtand  it. 

A;cib,  Biioniihed  at  what  Bedred dill  said, 
replied  thus:  There  isanexcesiiithe  kiiid- 
nea  you  expres,  and  unlean  you  encase, 
under  oath,  not  to  tbilow  me  when  I  frofmm 
hence,  1  will  not  enter  uita  your  houne.  It' 
you  give  me  your  promi 


of  your  word,  I  will  v 


row,! 


« the  vi 


r,  myrmiull'iithei 


emnk^eil  in  buying  up  tJiiii^  lur  a  prmeiil 
U  the  Milan  of  Bgypt.  My  LillJe  kinl,  re- 
plied Oedreddin,  1  will  do  whutuver  you 

*  UmI  ia,  oTthcolipbi  Itut  leignnlaArithe 
fcor  Snt  wicr—on  of  MiIkhtiM,  and  wm  mi 
It  at  their  incmoT^  whow  dudc 


t  TUs  pnytt  ii  alwiy*  nid  tiro  boon  and  i 


todn.   This  mid,  Agbanb 

t  into  the  shop. 

Previitlv  ath'r.  Biilreildinselbefofethem 
a  rmini  tnrt  tlinl  was  full  as  good  aa  what 
they  hud  ciiicnofwhen  they  WW  him  before. 
Come,  mid  A?ib,  nddrewing  himself  to  B«d- 
redilin,  pit  down  by  me,  and  eat  with  xm. 
BiMlrfildiii  Hit  down,  and  made  ofien  to 
embmcu  Agib,  Hfl  a  te>>timim;;oftheiaT  to 


iirciveiluiJonhi^Mttiii^brhim.  ButA|nb 

"eil  him  ofli  dtfliring  nitn  lo  be  quiet, 

0  be  ton  rnmiltiir  in  hii'  f'riendsliip,  &im 


-himwjirwithneeinjran  _  . 

iiig  with  him.  DtHlreiMin  MM>yed,  and  fell 
to  nngiiig  a  amie,  the  wori!^  of  whkh  he 
roinpivLiT  nlthand,  in  prniM.'  ol'  Agib.  He 
did  not  «at,  but  niado  it  hi8bu^jine(»to  wrve 
his  ^ui'ritR.  When  they  liail  done  ealinp, 
lie  iirouiiht  them  wiUiTto  wash  wth,"  anl 
n  very  whito  napkin  to  wijie  their  handi. 
Then  he  tilled  n  larfn-  china  cup  with  sher- 
bet, and  piii  mow  into  it  ;t  and  ollcring  It 
loAtrib,  Tliie,  mid  fiP.  i«  sherbet  orrtHcs. 
and  tlw,  pItiiRintest  you  will  mert  with  all 
the  town  ovi-r ;  I  iim  fure  von  never  taaietl 
hettiir.  Airih  having  drank  of  it  with  i>|e«- 
iurc,  Bcdredilin  EliiRiiin  took  the  cup  fniin 
him,  anil  iireannleil  it  to  Ihe  eunuch,  who 
drank  it  all  oti'  lit  mice. 

In  tine.  Agib  and  h'a  gnvemor  hftvin|[ 
fiiriMl  well,  retunieil  tlianka  to  the  pastry- 
cook  lor  their  good  entertainment,  and  mo- 
ved bnmewant^,  it  lieins'  then  late.  When 
thev  arrived  at  ihi'  lentu  ol' SrhenMCddin 
>lonitmmeil,  tliey  ri'imired  iinnicdiniely  to 
the  Iwlv-ii  lent  Avib'a  erandmother  i»- 
Cfivcd  him  with  lninKpnrti"il'jov:  h«r  toa, 
Bedrciidiii,  ran  altvaya  in  her  mind,  and  in 

*  1'hr  Mahamrlann  having  a  cnaMn  o( 
wubing  Ibrir  hand*  live  timn  a  day,  when  thrj 
go  lo  pmycn,  th«y  m-kim  Ihpy  hate  na  ooca- 
lifln  lo  nmah  brlbn:  catins.  but  ttiey  always  walk 
aAcr  raling,  hccausp  tliey  rat  witlioul  bna. 

\  Thii  isdoiipallo>cftlieLetatit,fi)(iiiakitif 
eirdank  end. 
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embracinjET  Agib,  the  remembrance  of  him 
drew  teare  Ironi  her  cyr^.  Ah  !  m^  child 
mid  she,  my  jov  would'  l>e  ix^rt'ect  it  I  had 
the  pleoi^ure  ol'cmbmciii^  your  lather,  Ded- 
redclin  Hatsbati,  aa  I  now  enibnice  vou. 
Then  Bitting  down^  BUpi^r,  i^lie  nuidc  A^cib 
sit  by  her,  and  put  Gevrrul  queHtioiuito  iiim, 
relating  to  the  walk  he  had  b«'Oii  takiiiir 
alons:  with  the  eunuch ;  ami  when  he  com- 
plained of  his  weak  Ktomach,  ^hv.  pwvc  him 
a  piirce  of  cream  tart,  which  siie  had  miulc 
tor  hereeir,  aiul  was  indeed  very  gootl,  lor  I 
told  you  hetbre  that  ehu  could  make  them 
better  than  tlie  best  pastry  cooks.  She  like- 
wi^  ^ve  pnine  to  the  eunuch  :  but  Utth  oC 
themliatl  eaten  fo  heartily  at  Bed n-ddinV 
house,  that  they  could  itot  tiu^te  a  bit. 

Aprib  no  .^wner  touched  the  piere  ot* 
cream  tart  that  had  hecA  w»t  hplore  him, 
than  he  pretended  he  liid  not  like  it.  and 
left  it  uncut :  and  Schahan  *  (such  wtis  ihe 
eunuch'8  niune,)  did  tlit^  Kime  thin*^.  'i'iie 
widow  ol*  Nourn^ddin  Ali  ohsiTVcd  wiih  rt?- 
sret  tliat  her  <;randsoii  did  nut  iikr  the  tart. 
What!  Raid  siie,  iliX'H  my  child  thuta  despist' 
tho  work  oi'  my  hfuids !  lie  it  known  to 
you,  DO  one  in  tlie  world  can  make  truch 
cream  tart^  beiMdes  mveelfand  your  littJier. 
Bedreddin  FIas«ui,  wliom  I  mytjeli'  taught 
to  make  them.  My  ^ood  mother,  replied 
A^b,  give  me  leave  to  tell  you,  if  you  do 
not  know  how  to  make  better,  there  in  a 
pastry-cook  in  this:  town  that  out-iloes  you 
m  that  point  We  were  iit  hi»  nhop  but  now. 
and  eat  of  one  tliat  is  nmch  better  than 
youre. 

This  said,  the  grandmother,  frowninir 
upon  the  eunuch,  iTow  now,  Sciiaban,  Kiid 
she,  was  the  care  of  m);  ffrandchild  com- 
mitted to  you,  to  carry  him  to  eut  at  jNU^try- 
shopB  like  a  bci^trar  ?  Mailam,  re|ilit*ii  the 
eunuch,  it  is  true,  we  did  t^top  a  little  while 
and  talked  with  tlie  i>iistry-i'oi>k,  but  we  did 
not  eat  with  him.  rardon  me,  s'lid  AL^ih, 
we  went  into  his  t:hou,  aiitl  there  trat  a  cn.-am 
tart.  U|)on  thi^,  the  ladv  more  iiu'euKed 
againflt  tlie  eunuch  thanbeloiv.  n>!4.'  in  a 
poanon  from  the  taldr.  and  nuuiir^  to  the 
tent  of  Scliemf<eddin  Mohammed,  intbrmed 
him  of  the  eunuclft*  ninu',  and  tliat  in  e^uch 
tenns,  as  tended  more  to  inlhune  the  vizier, 
than  to  disiKM^e  him  lo  exntst^  it. 

Schemf«<idin  Mohainme  I.  who  was  natu- 
rally pafRionate,  did  nut  fail,  on  this  oica- 
mon,  to  display  hi^  anL^'vr.  He  went  torth- 
urith  to  his  diMter-in-law't  tent,  and  making 
up  to  the  eunuch,  What !  said  he,  you  pitiful 
wretch,  have  you  tlie  impudence  to  abut<e 
the  tniet  I  repute  in  you  /  Schaluui.  tlunurh 
fluiiiciently  convict(-d  b>  A^ihV  testimoi|^', 
deiue«lthe  liict  siill.  lint  the  child  t>4M\-i.sl- 
in^  in  what  he  had  atiiniit.-d,  CiraiiiiiatlKT. 
•aid  he,  I  can  assure  you  we  not  i tidy  cat. 
but  we  eat  U^th  ol'  us  sm  heaiiilv.  ih^t  we 
have  no  occa;>iuii  lor  supper;   besides,  the 

*  The  Mabomrtans  ^i\o  this  name  generally 
to  the  Mack  eunuchs. 


i>a8tr>'-cook  treated  us  also  with  a  great 
bowl  of  *shertx?t.  Well,  cried  Schemsc^din, 
turning^  to  Schaban.  aller  all  this,  will  you 
continue  to  deny  thjit  >'ou  entered  the  pas- 
try-cook's house,  and  cat  there  ?  Schaban 
had  btill  the  impudence  to  swear  it  was  not 
true,  'i'hen  you  are  a  liar,  said  tlie  vizier,  I 
believe  my  grandchikl  belbre  I  believe  you ; 
but  after  all,  said  he,  if  you  can  eat  up  this 
cream  tart  thai  is  upon  the  t^ible,  I  shall  be 
pcrsuiuled  you  have  truth  on  your  side. 

Though  Schaban  liad  cranuned  himself 
up  to  tlic  tluxNit  before,  he  agreed  to  stand 
tliat  test,  and  accordingly  took  a  piece  of 
tart ;  but  his  stomach  rising  againet  it,  he 
wjw  obliged  to  spit  it  out  of  liis  mouth.  Vet 
he  ^1iil  inirsued  the  lie,  and  pretendeil  he 
had  over-eat  himsi»lf  the  day  lM?lbre.Po  that 
he  had  not  recovered  his  appetite.  The  vi- 
zier, irritated  witli  all  the  eunuch's  frivolous 
pn'tenr<»;5.  and  convinced  of  bin  guilt,  order- 
ed him  to  lie  fkuupnn  the  growid,  aikl  to  be 
sound ly  baiitinadoed.  In  undergping  this 
punii^hment,  the  )HX)r  wretch  slirieked  out 
aloud,  and  at  hist,  conibssetl  tlie  truth.  I 
own.  crii^  he,  that  we  did  eat  a  cream  tart 
at  the  i)astry-cookV  and  tliat  it  was  mucli 
better  tiian  that  u^wn  the  table. 

llie  widow  of  Nourreddin  Ali  thought  it 
w;is  out  of  spite  to  her,  and  with  a  design 
to  mortify  her,  that  Sciiaban  commended 
the  i»astry-cook'atart:  and  accordingly  said, 
I  cannot  believe  tlie  cook's  tarts  iu%  better 
than  mine:  1  am  n^ved  to  fsatisfy  m^-self 
U|ion  tliat  head.  Where  tloes  he  live '(  Go 
immediately,  and  buy  ine  one  of  his  tarts. 

The  eunuch  having  received  of  her  what 
moiu>y  was  sutficient  lor  tliat  purpoje, 
reiKiinMl  to  Bfuh-eddin'n  shc^),  and  addres- 
sing him<4idf  to  Bedreddin,  Guiod  Mr.  Pastry- 
cook, said  he,  take  this  money  here,  axid 
let  me  liave  one  of  your  cream  tarts ;  one 
ot*  our  hulies  wants  to  ta^^te  them.  Bed- 
reddin cluise  one  of  the  Ih-m,  and  ^ave  it  to 
the  eunurh :  'J'ake  this.  tiiii\  he  \  I  will  en- 
s^i^e  it  i^'  an  exeeiUuit  one.  and  I  can  as- 
sure you  that  no  )^rH.>n  i»  aide  to  make 
the  litfe  unle.^  it  be  my  mother,  who  per- 
hui«<  is  still  alive. 

Schabiin  n'turned  si>cedily  to  the  tents, 
and  ffave  the  tart  to  N'ourreddin's  widow, 
and  "she.  snatching  it  greedily,  broke  a 
piece  oft';  but  no  Kix)ner  put  it  to  her 
mouth,  than  slie  cried  out,  and  swooned 
away.  Schemi^ddin  Mohammed,  who  was 
present,  wiis  extremely  surprised  at  the 
accident :  he  tJircw  water  himself  upon  her 
lace,  and  Wiis  very  active  in  succouring  her.. 
As  sfMin  ns  e^ie  came  to  herself,  My  God  ! 
cried  she.  it  must  needs  Im*  my  dear  son,  my 
drar  Bedredtii:.,  tliat  matle  tliis  tart 

Wh«'ii  the  vizier  Sclum.-edtlinM«ihammed 
hiani  his  si-UT-in-law  «;iv,  that  the  maker 
til*  the  tart,  bromrht  by  the  eunuch,  must 
needs  he  Btrdixvldin  llaftian,  ho  was  over- 
joyed; but  reflating  that  hiu  Joy  might 
prove  groundlests  and  in  all  likelihood  the 
conjecture  of  NourreddiiiV  widow  was  falser 
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I,  Mid  he,  whjr  are  7DU  1^  (hat 

liadl  Do  you  think  tliera  mav  not 
^  K  [Wili|iiMili  in  the  whole  wotid,  tluu 
knom  bow  to  make  cream  tarts  ai  Wl  as 
foar  Bon  ?— I  own,  replied  ahe,  there  mar  be 
pasliTCOola  that  can  make  aa  good  taita  na 
tte ;  Dut  fbraamucb  as  I  make  tliem  oiler 
ft  peeuliu  manner,  a~  ^ 
to  let  into  the  aecret 

he  that  made  thi&     _,    _ 

added  she,  in  a  tian^MUt,  let  ua  cail  up 
mirth  aivl  yaj ;  we  iiave  at  iaat  found  what 
we  have  beui  to  kjng  hxiking  ior.— Madam, 
nid  the  vizier  in  amwer,  I  entreat  yax  \a 
modereta  jc/ai  impatience,  lor  we  Hhall 
qmcklf  know  the  bottom  of  it  All  we  have 
to  do,  ■  (o  bring  the  poitrTCOok  hither ;  and 
then  jva  and  mj  dauf  hter  will  readily  <lis- 
tinpud)  whether  it  i^  Sedreddin  or  not.  But 
jna  must  both  be  hid,  ■□  as  to  hnvc  a  view 
of  Bedreddin.  while  he  cannot  see  yoii ;  for 
I  would  not  have  our  interview  urn)  rrmiual 
discovery  luid  lU  Damaactls.  My  desig-n  is 
to  delay  the  dipcovery  tilt  we  return  to 
Cairo,  where  I  promiiK  to  regale  you  with 
very  agre«ihle  diveraion. 

This  will,  he  !ett  the  ladiee  in  their  leriL 
and  retired  to  his  own;  where  he  cidleti 
kt  fifty  ol'  his  men,  and  said  to  lliem, 
Take  each  of  you  a  stick  in  your  liands,  unil 
fcUaw  Schaban,  who  ivill  conduct  ynu  to 
paatrycook^  in  this  cit};.  When  you  arri^ . 
there,  break  and  dtuh  in  pieces  all  }-oii  Rud 
in  the  shop:  il'  he  aaka  3^u  why  you  com- 
mit  that  diarmier,  only  ask  him  tisain  il'  it 
was  not  he  thnt  made  the  crean)  turl,  iha^ 
was  brought  fnim  his  house.  If  he  fayr  he  i 
(he  man,  seize  his  peraun,  letter  hiiii,  aiic 
brine  bim  aloni^  with  you;  but  tnhr  ciiii 
vou  00  not  beat  him,  nor  Jo  him  the  kai^ 
harm.    Go,  and  lose  no  time. 

The  viz  lei's  orders  were  immdlintely  ejd 
cuted.    The  detachment  conducted  hv  tl 
black  eunuch,  went  ivilh  expedition  In  Iki 
nddin's  house,  and  broke  in  [>ier«s  the 
olatM,  kettlea,  ropper-rans,  tables,  nnd  all 
ibe  other mn-mhlcs  and  uteneib  the)-  met 


mth,  and  dmmed  the  aheib«lJ»fi  with 
cream  and  comfit&  Bedreddin,  ■^'■'■J^ 
at  the  Bght,  taH,  with  a  pitiful  tone,  Pm. 
nod  pemie,  why  do  you  serve  ma  aoT 
What  is  the  matter?  Whathave  Iikasl 
Was  it  not  you.  said  they,  that  sold  Ob 
eimuch  the  cream  tart  I—Yes,  repHad  be,I 
am  the  man :  and  who  says  any  ihinK 
against  it?  I  deTy  any  one  to  make  a  bettor. 
Instead  of  giving  him  an  answer,  they  eeo- 
tinned  to  break  all  aruund  them,  Kod  the 
oven  itMlf  was  not  spared. 

In  the  mean  time  the  neighbours  took  tbe 
alarm,  and  surpriKd  to  see  nlly  armed  men 
commit  such  a  disorder,  asked  the  reaaon  of 
Buchviolenc«;  and  Bedreddinnidonoe  mora 
to  the  BciOTsorit,  Pray  tell  me  what  crnne 
I  am  guilty  of,  to  have  deserved  this  tnage? 
—Was  it  not  you,  replied  they,  that  rriue 
the  cream  tart  you  sold  to  the  eunodl  1 — 
Yes,  yes,  it  is  I,  replied  he ;  I  maintain  it  is 
a  good  one.  I  do  not  deserve  Hur.h  uHtge  aa 
you  give  me.    However,  witlioiit  liMening 


by  force  out  of  his  shop,  niarehcdoTn 


The  mc*i  guthering,  and  taking  eem- 

Ckin  for  Beilredflin.  took  his  part,  and  ot 
loppodition  to  Srhem^ddin^s  men;  tat 


thaCver)-  minuleupcaniesnme officers B«B 
thcKovenior  of  the  cily,  whodisiwrsedthe 
reupte,  and  favoured  the  cnrrvlng  tX^ 
Bedri'dilin ;  for  SchenMiddin  Mnhnmmed 
had  in  the  mean  time  gone  to  the  gover- 
nor's hoiiw  loacqiminlhiinwith  what  order 
he  h.'ul  f  i»-eii,  and  to  demand  the  iiitenxaf; 


the  r 


Tilt;c 


;  and 


_     _ lied  nil  SvriL.  __ 

Ihc  name  ol'  the  millan  of  K^'siit,  wiis  un- 
H-ilMng  10  rrfun- any  thin-;  to  fin  nioater^ 
viziiT.  So  Ue<lreddin  wax  cnrricd  i^  afler 
all  hiH  cri<s  and  leiirs. 

Il  iras  nced1e»<  lor  Be.tmldin  Hiusantti 
Bsk  by  tliP  way  lhop«  who  turrit- 1  him  off, 
whni  fault  had  been  fonnd  wrtli  Iiv  cream 
tari ;  ilvv  £ave  him  n>    (uwwer.     In  rhoR 
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tej  carried  him  to  the  tenti,  and  made  him 
ilay  there  till  Schemseddin  Mohammed  re- 
turned fh>m  the  governor  of  DamaBCue^ 
bcMse. 

Upon  the  vizierVi  return,  Bedreddin  Has- 
■m  was  brought  before  him.  My  lord,  said 
Bedreddin,  with  tears  in  his  eves,  prav  do 
ne  the  favour  to  let  me  know  wherein  I  nave 
dmpittjsed  you.— Why,  you  wretch  you,  said 
the  vizier,  was  it  not  you  that  made  the 
cream  tart  you  sent  me?~I  own  I  am  the 
man,  replied  Bedreddin;  but  pray  what 
crime  ii  that? — ^I  will  punish  you accsoniinff 
to  your  deserts,  said  SchemFetldin ;  it  Rhall 
cost  you  3rour  life,  for  sendiiiff  me  8uch  u 
sorry  tart-^Good  God!  crietl  Bedreddin, 
what  news  is  this !  Is  it  a  capital  crimt;  to 
inake  a  bad  cream  tart  7— Yis.  Faid  the 
visier,and  you  are  to  cziiect  nootheruKage 
fhxnme. 

While  this  interview  lasted^  the  Lidics, 
who  were  hid,  minded  Be<lreddm  narrowly, 
and  readily  knew  him,  notwithKtandin<!r  lie 
had  been  so  long  absent.  I'hoy  were  so 
transported  with  joy,  that  they  swcwncd 
awav;  and.  when  the^*  recovered,  would 
&in  na\'e  ran  up  and  fallen  upon  Bedred- 
din^ neck ;  but  the  promise  they  had  mtide 
io  the  vizier  of  not  discovering  themselves, 
restrained  the  tender  emotions  of  k)ve  and 
0f  nature. 

fSehemseddin  Mohammed,  havin^r  resolved 
Io  set  out  that  verv  night,  onierecl  the  tents 
to  lie  struck,  and  the  necessary  preparations 
to  be  made  for  his  journey.  And  as  tor  Bed- 
reddin, he  onlered  him  to  l>e  ciappeil  into  a 
chest  or  box  we]  I  k>«ked,  and  laid  on  a  camel. 
When  every  thin??  wa*  pot  ready,  the  \nzier 
and  his  retinue  began  their  march,  andlni- 
velled  the  rest  of  that  nidit,  and  all  the  next 
dav,  without  Ptop]>in^.  In  the  evening  they 
hahed,  and  Beilreddm  was  taken  out  ofhu 
cage,  in  order  to  be  wrvetl  with  the  wcpf- 
aaiy  refroahmentji,  hut  still  carefully  kept  at 
n  difltanre  from  his  mother  and  his  wile ; 
cuid  durinir  the  whole  expedition,  which 
laisted  twenty  da)*?,  was  ger\'e4l  in  tiie  same 


"When  thev  arrived  at  Cairo,  tliey  encninp- 

linthenei£^iU)i]rh(^M)ofth:itplarf.  S(*hein- 

^uddin  calkiil  l(>r  Beiiri'ddin.  i^ave  orders,  in 

"^  "      reseiicc,  to  a  raii^Miterto  ffet  some  wihxI 

..all  expedition,  and  make  a  stake.  Ilry- 

.^  ,  said  Bedrodflhi.  what  do  you  mean  to  do 

ith  a  stake  i — Why  to  nail  you  to  it,  replied 

;hemseddin,  then  to  have  you  currictl 

ugh  all  the  quarters  ot*  the  town,  that 

^   people  may  have  the  siHH:tacle  of  a 

ortiilesp  pasti^cook,  who  makesi  cream 

jrt*  without  (leipiwr.    This  i^iil,  Bedrefi- 

«lin  rri<Hl  out  so  comically,  that  Scliemf«d- 

<iin  had  enomrh  to  do  to'  Ke<^p  his  countc- 

iiaace.    Good  God !  cried  he,  must  I  sutfor 

m  death,  as  cruel  as  it  k  ignomink)us,  lor 

HOC  putting:  pepper  in  a  cream  tart  7  and 

muflt  I  be  riAtuI,  imd  have  all  the  eoods  in 

Uf  house  broken  to  pieces  ?  Must  1  be  im- 

pnsoned  in  a  chest,  and  at  last  nailed  to  a 


stake,  and  all  for  not  putting  pepper  in  a 
cream  tart  ?  Good  God !  who  ever  heard 
of  such  a  thing  ?  Are  these  the  actions 
of  Mussulmen,  of  persons  tliat  make  a  pro- 
fcseoon  of  probity  and  justice  and  practise 
all  manner  of  good  works  f— With  these 
words,  he  shed  tears,  and  then  renewing 
his  complaint;  No,  continued  he,  never  was 
man  uwd  so  unjustly,  nor  so  severely.  Is 
it  possible  they  should  be  capable  of  taking 
a  manV  life  lor  not  putting  pepper  in  a  cream 
tart?  Cu^hhI  Ite  all  cream  tarts,  iw  well  as 
the  hour  in  which  I  was  bom  ! — Would  to 
God'  I  htul  died  that  minute  ! 

DiscoiiHoIatc  Bedreddin  did  not  cease  his 
lamentations;  iuul  when  the  stake  was 
hnnij^ht.  and  the  nails  to  fasten  him  to  it, 
he  cried  out  bitterly  at  the  horrid  sight. 
Heaven !  said  he,  can  you  Fijfler  me  to  die 
an  i!rnr)miniouA  and  |Kiinful  death  ?  And 
all  thiB,  ibr  what  crime?  not  for  robbery  or 
murder,  or  renouncing  my  religion,  but  for 
not  putting  pepi)er  in  a  cream  tart 

Nij?ht  being  then  pretty  tar  ad^imced. 
the  viscier  Schemseddin  Mohammed  ordered 
Bedreddin  to  be  clappfui  up  again  in  his 
cage,  saying  to  him,  ^Jtay  there  till  to-mor- 
row; the  day  shall  not  be  mient  belbrel  give 
ordera  lor  your  death.  Then  the  chest  or 
cage  was  carried  away  and  laid  upon  the 
camel  that  had  brought  it  tix>m  Damascus: 
at  the  same  time,  all  the  other  camels  were 
baded  again ;  and  the  vizier  mounting  his 
horse,  ordercil  the  camel  that  carried  his 
nephew  to  march  before  him,  and  so  entered 
the  citv  with  all  liis  suite.  Af)er  passing 
through  Severn!  streets,  where  nobody  ap- 
iwared,  every  one  Iteing  in  bed,  he  arrived 
at  his  house,  where  he  ordered  the  chest  to 
be  taken  down,  but  not  opened  till  farther 
onlers. 

While  his  retinue  were  unlading  the  other 
camelR,  betook  Bedre<1din's  mother  and  his 
daughter  aside,  and  aildresicd  himself  to  the 
kitter:  God  l>e  pniiped,  said  he,  my  child, 
for  this  happy  occnfsk^n  of  meeting  your  cou- 
Kin  and  your  husband.  You  remember,  to 
l>c  sure,  what  order  your  chamber  was  in  on 
your  wedding-night :  go  ami  put  e\'en'  thing 
ni  tlh^  very  Faroe  onler  they  were  then  in ; 
and  in  the  mean  time,  if  your  memcury  do  not 
Her\'e  you.  I  ran  supply  it  by  a  written  ac- 
oxnmt.  which  I  cnuwd  to  be  tjiken  upon  that 
ocrai^iiMi:  ib>  tor  what  else  is  to  be  done,  I 
will  take  care  of  tliat. 

Thebauitilul  ladv  went  joyfully  about  hci 
father's  orders;  and  heat  the  same  time,  be- 
gan to  put  the  things  in  the  hall  in  thenune 
order  they  were  in  when  Beilreddin  Hassan 
was  therewith  the  sultan  of  Eg>'pt's  hunch 
liacked  grcxmi.  As  he  went  over  his  manu- 
script, his  domestics  placed  every  moveable 
accon]  ingly .  I'he  throne  was  not  forgot,  nor 
the  lighted  wax  candles.  When  every  thing 
was  put  to  rights  in  tlie  hail,  the  vizier 
went  into  his  daughter's  chamber,  and  imt 
in  their  due  place  Bedreddin's  ck>theB,  with 
the  purse  ofeeqQinB.    This  done,  he  add  to 
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the  beautiful  iady.  I^ndreis  jronrpelf,  my 
child,  and  go  to  bed.  As  aoon  as  BcdnMldiii 
enters  your  room,  complain  of  his  hein^  irom 
you  80  long,  and  tell  him,  that  when  you 
awaked  vou  were  astonished  you  did  not 
find  him  by  3rou.  Prestj  him  to  come  to  IhmI 
again ;  and  to-morrow  morning  you  will  di- 
vert your  motlicr-in-Iaw  and  me,  in  telling 
us  whatpaaees  between  you  and  him  tins 
night  This  said,  he  went  from  his  daugh- 
ters apartment,  and  lellhertouiidn»s  lior- 
seii'and  go  to  bed. 

Schenueddin  Mohammed  ordered  all  his 
domestics  to  depart  the  hall,  except inj^  two 
or  three,  whom  he  ordered  tostjiy  thoro. 
These  he  commanded  to  go  and  take  Ut*il- 
reddin  out  of  tlie  chest,  to  strip  him  to  hit? 
shirt  and  drawers,  to  conduct  him  in  tliiit' 
conditk)n  to  the  hall,  to  leave  him  there  all 
alone,  and  to  ^lut  the  door  upon  him. 

Bedreddin  Hiusan,  though  ovenvhelmod 
with  grief,  had  been  asleep  all  the  while,  in- 
somuch that  the  vizier's  domestics  had  taken 
him  out  ofthechedt,  and  stripped  him  belbre 
he  awaked,  and  carried  him  t*o  suddenly  into 
the  hall,  that  they  did  not  give  him  time  to 
bethink  himself  where  he  was.  When  he 
found  himself  all  alone  in  tlie  hall,  he  l(x>ke<l 
round  him,  and  the  objects  of  his  sight  rvr 
calling  to  memory  the  circumstances  ol  his 
marriage,  he  perceived,  with  astonishment, 
that  it  was  tlie  same  hall  where  he  had  seen 
the  sultan's  ffroom  of  the  stablea  His  sur 
prise  was  still  the  greater,  when  apnroach- 
mg  softly  to  the  door  of  a  chamber  which  he 
found  open,  he  siiied  within  his  own  clothes 
in  the  same  place  where  he  remembereil  to 
have  letl  them  on  his  wedding-night.  My 
God !  said  he,  rubbing  his  eyes,  am  I  asleep 
or  awake  ? 

The  beiuitiful  ladv^  who  in  the  mean  time 
was  diverting  herselt  with  his  nstouii^hment, 
opened  t|ie  curtains  of  her  bed  all  on  a  sud- 
den, ami  btmdins:  her  head  Ibrwanl,  My  dear 
lord,  said  she,  with  a  m{},  tender  air.  what 
do  you  do  at  the  door  ?  Prithee  come  to  b(^(l 
again!  You  have  iH.'en  out  ot'  bed  a  long 
time.  I  wasstmngcly  surprised  when  1  awa- 
ked in  not  finthiig  you  by  me.  Bedreddin 
Haasan'scotmtenancec'haniftMl  when  he  {per- 
ceived that  the  lady  who  Rxjke  to  him  was 
that  charming  pen«>ii  that  lu*  hail  Iain  with 
betbre:  so  he  entered  the  nxMu,  but  calling 
up  the  thoughti*  of  all  that  had  iiar««il  lor  a 
ten  years'  interval.  an<l  not  l>eing  able  to  per- 
suade himself  that  it  all  could  liave  happened 
in  the  compass  ol'one  night,  he  went  to  the 
place  where  his  clothes  lay,  and  the  puivc  of 
sequins,  mid  after  examining  them  very 
carefully,  Bvthe  livinp  Cioil,  cried  he.  these 
are  thuigs  that  I  can  by  rK>  means  compre- 
hend !  ^  The  ladv,  who  was  nlint^'tHi  to  set; 
his  ciinluBi<»n,s:iid,  onre  more.  My  lord,  ronie 
to  bed  again ;  what  do  you  stand  at  i  Then 
he  Btep|)ed  towards  the  lied,  and  said  to  her, 
Pray,  madam,  tell  me,  is  it  long  since  1  left 
you  ?— The  question,  answcrecTshe,  eurpri- 
me.  Did  ixX  you  rise  from  me  but  now  ? 


Sure  your  thoughts  are  very  buisf. — ^Ma- 
dam, replied  Bedreddin,  I  do  assure  joq  mf 
thoughts  are  not  very  composed.  I  remem- 
ber indeed  to  have  been  with  you,  but  I  re- 
member, at  the  same  time,  that  I  haveliyi^ 
since  ten  years  at  Damascus.  Now,  if  I  was 
actually  m  bed  with  you  this  ^^!sj^  '  ^^^'^ 
not  have  been  with  you  so  long.^hese  two 
things  are  inconsibtent  Pray  tell  me  what 
I  am  to  think ;  whether  my  marriage  with 
you  is  an  illusion,  or  whether  my  absence 
from  you  is  onlv  a  dream  ? — ^Yes,  my  iord- 
cried  she,  doubtless,  you  were  hght-headed 
when  you  thouifht  you  were  at  Damaecm 
U|>on  this,  Bedreddin  laughed  out  heartily, 
and  b'aitl,  What  a  comical  tancy  is  this  !  I 
assure  you,  madam, this  dream  will  beverf 
pleiisiuit  to  vou.  Do  hut  imagine,  ii*  yoa 
))le«i^',  tluit  I  was  at  the  gate  ot  Dainaacus 
m  my  shirt  and  ilmwers,  as  I  am  here  now, 
that  I  entered  the  town  with  a  halloo  of  a 
mob  that  Ibllowcd  and  insulted  me ;  that  I 
tied  to  a  pastry  cook's,  who  adopted  me. 
taught  me  his  trade,  and  letl  me  ail  he  had 
when  he  died :  tliat  after  his  death,  1  kept  a 
sliop.  In  fine,  madam,  I  had  an  infinity  of 
other  adventures  too  tedious  to  recount: 
and  all  I  can  say,  is,  that  it  \vBa  well  that  I 
awaked,  lor  they  were  going  to  nail  me 
to  a  stuke.— Oh  lord !  and  lor  what,  cried 
the  lady,  teigning  a^itonishment,  would  thej 
have  used  you  so  cruelly  I  Sure  you  must 
liave  comniittctl  bonie  eiK>rmous  crime.— 
Not  in  tiie  ieajbt,  retried  BtMlreddin ;  it  was 
lor  nothiiig  in  the  world  but  a  mere  tnfl& 
the  most  ridiculous  thing  you  can  think  oti 
All  the  crime  1  was  char^red  with  was  kU-> 
ing  a  cream  tiirt  that  luul  no  |M.'p|)cr  in  it.— 
As  lor  tiiat  mattcT,  said  the  beautitlil  lady, 
laughing  heartily,  1  nmst  siiy  they  did  >'oa 
great  injustice. — Ah !  madiun,  replied  he, 
that  was  not  all.  For  this  cursed  cream 
tart,  Wiis  every  tiling;  in  my^  siiop  broke 
(o  piei'tv,  mysi>lf  bound  and  fettered,  and 
Huni;  into  a  chest,  where  1  lay  so  close, 
that  metliinks  1  am  tiiere  still.  In  fine,  a 
carpenter  Wits  sent  lur,  and  he  wsis  ordered 
to  ^('t  reaily  a  stake  lor  me  ;  but  thanks  be 
to  tioil,  allthobc  things  are  no  more  than  a 
dream. 

Bed re<ldin  wiU4  not  easy  all  night ;  he  wa^ 
ked  from  time  to  time,  and  put  tlie  questioa 
to  himself,  whether  he  dreamed  or  was 
awake:  he  distrusted  his  felicity,  and  to  be 
sure  whether  it  was  true  or  not.  opened  the 
curtaiins,  and  looked  round  tlie  room.  I  am 
iM)t  mistaken,  sure,  said  he,  lliis  is  tlw  same 
chaiiil»er  where  1  enteretl  iiuftead  ol*  the 
hunch-backed  groom  of  tlie  stables,  and  I 
am  now  in  bed  with  the  lair  huly  that  was 
desiirned  tor  him.  Dayhght,  wliwh  then 
ap]H.iut;d,  luul  not  yet  disi nulled  his  unea* 
siness,  when  tlie  vizier  Sehemseddiu  Mo- 
hammed, his  unrle,  knocked  at  the  door» 
and  at  the  same  time  went  in  to  bid  him 
good-morruw. 

Beilreddin  Hansin  was  extremely  surpn* 
setl  to  see,  all  on  a  sudden,  a  man  that  ha 
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knew  FH  well,  an«l  thai  now  apptvirecl  witli 
a  quite  (lirti'nMit  :tir  lW»m  that  with  which  h«* 
proiH)aiHM\l  tlio  terrihir  wiitonro  of  dci'ith 
Bj^aiiiKt  hini.  Ah!  cnVil  BiMlrcililin.  it  \\"w 
vou  that  r<»n«li»miM'il  me  so  unjustly,  tn  a 
kind  ol*  (li'aili.  the  thou-^lits  of  which'  make 
nie  shu<Mrr :  and  ail  |nr  a  ciram  tart  witli- 
out  iirjiiHM-.  The  vizier  iMl  a  lauL'hing".  and 
to  put  him  out  of  hiu.-<ix:n>^,  told  Iiim,  how, 
by  the  ministr>'  ol'  a  ^enic,  (lor  hunch- 
back'H  n*latiou  miide  him  susi^ect  the  ad- 
veniun*,)  he  had  been  at  his  house,  ami  had 
married  his tlaucrhter  instead  ot'tlie  wdtanV 
eroom  of  the  stahit^;  then  he  ac((u:iint<'it 
him.  that  he  had  discoveix'd  him  tohrhi< 
nephew  by  a  book  written  by  the  hand  ol' 
NourretMin  Ali,  and  pursuant  tn  tliat  dis- 
covery, had  ffone  fi-nm  Cairo  to  Balsora  in 
que«t  ol'  him.  My  de.ir  nephew,  addeil  he, 
cmbncin;!  him  with  every  expre?%^'ion  of 
tenderntvri,  I  ask  your  pardon  lor  all  I  Iiave 
maile  you  undcriro  since  I  discoveivd  you. 
I  ha<l  a  mind  to  briiiic  you  to  my  hniis<»  Ih- 
Ibrc  I  told  you  your  luippiness ;  which  ou^ht 
now  to  be  so  much  the  dearer  to  you,  {itf  it 
has  cost  you  so  much  perplexity  and  alHic- 
tion.  To  atone  lor  all  your  ainictions^  com- 
fort yourself  with  the  joy  of  beinir  m  the, 
company  of  tlio«;  who  ou;i^ht  to  be  dearest 
to  vou.  While,  you  are  dressin^r  yourself,  1 
will  go  and  acquaint  your  motlier,  wlio  is 
beyond  measurti  impatient  to  we  you:  and 
will  likewise  brinir  to  ^ou  your  son,  wliom 
you  saw  at  Damai«cuf<,  and  t(>r  wht)m  you 
showed  80  mucli  alloc t ion  without  knowinir 
him. 

No  wonle  are  of  Bufllcient  eneri^y  to  ex- 
press liie  jovof  IJi'dn'ddin,  wln-n  lir  sjiwhu< 
mother  and  his  son.  Tln's«^  thnr  emhraced 
andi^howed  all  tin;  tninsiorts  that  love  and 
tenderness  could  inspin*.  The  mother  s|H>ke 
to  Bedreddin  in  tlic  niost  niovini?  terms: 
she  mentioned  the  ^rlef  she  had  felt  lor  his 
lonff  absfr*nce,  arul  the  teiir^slie  had  pIunI. — 
Uttle  Affib,  iiii^tcad  of  ]\y'uiir  his  father's 
embraces,  jlh  at  Damju^ru?,  received  thenj 
with  all  the  marks  of  nieasure.  An«l  B«'d- 
reddin  llitssrui,  divi.leil  hrtween  iwool»iects 
so  worth  v  of  his  lovi-,  tJiouL-lit  he  could  not 
give  ?ul!i«*ient  marks  of  hts  alleriion. 

While  this  passed  nt  S«'lieni.-»'.ldin  Mo- 
hammeilV.  the  vizier  w.i>  LriMU'toihe  palace 
to  pive  the  snhiwi  nn  aeconnt  »>f  the  Imppy 
FUCC^isR  of  hl-i  vovjiL'i':  an!  the  <tjlt:ui  was 
80  charni»'tl  with  tlie  rental  "f  the  story, 
that  he  orden'd  it  tf>  be  t;iktMi  '!own  in  wri- 
line".  ami  earefn'lv  pres«M'ved  iinionir  the 
arcliives  of  ihi'  kiiii'iloni.  After  S'hein- 
Kiidin's  n^tiirnTo!ii>hritise.  havinir  prepare.  1 
a  ni»ble  fea>n.  1j«'  snt  «Ifiwn  to  tal)l»'  witli  his 
iamily.  and  all  thr  household  pit-v^eil  the  day 
in  It'-iivity  and  mirtlu 

Th«'  vizier  (Jialiir.  Iiaving  thus  made  an 
end  of  tho  story  of  Bedrodiiin  Hassiin,  told 
the  caliph  Hafoun  Alra^chid,  that  this  was 
what  he  had  to  relate  to  his  majtvty.  The 
caliph  found  the  story  so  surprising,  that 
without  farther  hesitation,  he  f^mntcd  his 


slave  Rihan's  pardon ;  and  to  condole  the 
vounf?  man  for  the  ^ef ot'  having  unhapoi- 
ly  deprived  himselt  of  a  woman  whom  lie 
lovi^l  so  tenderly,  married  him  to  one  of 
his  slavt^s,  bestowe<i  libeml  srifts  upon  him, 
and  maintained  him  till  lie  died. 

7Vi€  Story  of  the  Little  Ilunch-back. 

There  was  in  fbnner  times  at  Caspar, 
upon  the  utmost  skirts  of  Tartary,  a  tailor, 
that  had  a  prt*tty  wile,  whom  he  doteil  on, 
and  was  reciprocally  loved  by  her.  One 
day  as  he  wit  at  work,  a  little  hunch-lvack 
eanu*  and  sjit  down  at  the  shop-door,  and 
Irjj  to  sinirinff  luid  playing  ujHin  a  tabor. 
The  tailor  took  pleasure  to  hear  him.  and 
resolved  to  take  him  into  hishonee  to  jileasi? 
his  wilt>.  This  little  fellow,  siiid  he  to  liiH 
wile,  will  divert  us  both  this  eveninir.  He 
inviieil  him  in,  and  the  other  iea«lily  ac- 
cepted of  the  invitation  ;  so  the  tailor  shut 
up  his  sIk^p,  and  carried  him  home.  As 
soon  as  they  came  in,  the  tailor's*  wife 
havinj?  helbre  laid  the  cloth,  it  \mn^  sup- 
|)er  time,  set  before  them  a  gooil  dish  of 
nsh ;  but  as  the  little  man  was  eating,  he 
unluckily  6T\*aIlowed  a  large  bone,  of  which 
he  died  in  a  few  minutes,  notwithstanding' 
all  that  the  tailor  and  liis  wife  could  do  to 
prevent  it.  Both  were  heartily  fri^litened 
jit  the  accident,  knowing  it  napi)ened  in 
th(Mr  hou.s<? ;  ami  there  was  reiu«on  to  fear 
that  if  the  mn i:i>t rates  ha])i>ened  to  hear  of 
it.  they  wouM  he  iiuni.-:hed  as  murderers. 
Ili»w^'ver,  the  husband  lound  an  ex|iedient 
to  «ret  rill  of  tin?  cor|»se :  he  n'tlected  there 
was  a  Jewish  doctor  that  lived  just  by,  and 
havin<>:  presently  contrived  a  scheme,  liiH 
wife  and  he  took  the  cor|)st»,  the  one  by  the 
feet,  and  the  other  by  the  head,  and  carried 
it  to  the  i)hysician*s  houst*.  They  knocked 
at  the  (iLNir.  frnm  which  a  steep  pair  of 
stairs  led  toliis  cIiamlKT.  The  st^vant  maid 
came  down  without  any  lii^ht,  anil  oiKMiing* 
the  door,  asked  what  they  wanted.  (Jo  un 
airain.  s;iid  the  tailor,  if  vou  pleast^.  and  tell 
your  master,  we  have  bn)u«rht  him  a  man 
who  is  very  ill.  ami  wants  his  advice.  Here, 
sjiid  he.  puttinir  a  pirce  of  money  into  her 
hand,  prive  him  tliat  helorehand,  tocoimncc 
him  tlinf  we  do  not  fn»  an  to  impoee  on  him. 
While  the  servant  was  i^one  up  to  acquaint 
her  inn-ier  witli  the  welcome  ne^i-s,  the 
tailor  and  Iiin  wife  nimbly  conveyed  the 
liuni'li-i>aiMi<d  cor]'^  to  the  head  of  the 
stnirs.  nnd  IravinL*"  it  there,  hurried  ai\"av. 

In  the  mean  time.  ll;e  m:ii>l  told  the  doc- 
tor, thiit  a  man  nnd  a  woman  waited  for 
him  at  ilie  d«Nir,  ile>iritiL'  he  would  come 
(lown  and  l«)ok  at  a  sirk  man.  whom  they 
had  bnniirht  witli  thein.  and  clappin?  into 
his  hand  the  money  she  liad  received,  the 
doctor  wiw  iran»titorled  with  joy :  beinxpaid 
belba^hand.  he  thought  it  wiu*  a  good  iia- 
tient,  and  should  not  nc  neglected  Lif^ht, 
licrht,  cried  he  to  the  maid  ;  lollow  me  mm- 
bly.     So  saying,  without  stajTng  for  the 
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Iieht,  he  gets  to  the  Btair-heoJ  in  such  hatfe, 
that,  aumbUng  a^nst  the  MtpBe,  he  gave 
him  a.  kkh  that  made  him  tumble  down  to 
die  rtair7foot ;  he  had  almcet  fallen  himeell' 
kloni;  with  him.  A  li^ht !  a  light  1  crieil  he 
toThenmid;  Quick,  quJck!  At  last,themni(l 
came  with  a  light,  ami  he  went  down  Koirs 
with  her ;  but  when  he  saw  that  whal  lie 
had  kicked  down  was  a  dead  man,  he  was 
M  friKlileiipd,  tliat  he  invoked  Mnecs,  Aaron, 
J<m1iuii,  EadriiB.  anil  all  the  othor  proiihets 
Oi"  the  law.  Unhappy  num  that  I  am  ! 
said  he,  why  did  I  atterripl  to  come  down 
without  a  fight  I  [  have  killed  the  poor 
leilow  that  was  brought  to  me  to  be  currai ; 
queetionleu  I  am  the  caiu<e  of  hie  dcilh, 
and  unleffi  Eadra^a  an*  comes  to  aeevl  nie. 
I  am  mined,  Mercj'  on  nie!  they  will  bt; 
here  out  of  luuid,  Eind  drag  me  oiil  of  my 
house  for  a  murderer. 


pardy  hi 

nhuthis 


B  had  the  prccnulkni  to 


which  be  reckoiipilhimBeU'tobe  the  author. 
"nien  tic  tixik  the  cornc  into  his  wile'a 
chamber,  who  wns  rc:uly  to  awuon  ftl  Ihe 
aiehL  Alna !  rried  she,  we  arc  ulteriy  niin- 
cdand  uitdone.  uitlcMi  we  IKII  uintn  aome 
expedient  to  ect  the  corptc  mil  of  our  houi* 
thu  ni^ht.  Befond  ull  qiuvlion.  if  wi-  liar' 
hour  it  till  momine,  our  livew  inimt  jbiv  for  it 
What  a  md  miichancc  islhi-i!  Wluudid 
you  do  10  kill  thia  man  ?  That  i-  thM  (hi- 
gueation,  replied  the  Jew  ;  our  biiaii'ivK  now 
IB  lo  finil  out  a  remedy  lor  auch  a  shocking 

The  doctor  and  hii  wife  coni^ilted  toi'c- 
ther  how  to  set  rid  of  hia  dtmd  rorfme  that 
night.  The  doctor  mcked  bin  bmin  in  vain, 
tu  could  not  Ihink  of  any  rtrata^m  to  get 
clear ;  but  hia  wife,  who  was  more  lertile  in 

■Ran  tlw  AnU«i)  aoilioT  playa  iipon  Uw 
Jami  Ihia  taa  la  thai  which,  aa  the  Mahotnet- 
•M  tiJiiiiii.  Eatraa  lode  upon  when  h«  caua 
Avilha  BalrrlMikn  caflrrttr  to . 


hiTention,  nJd,  1  have  a  thooghtjoat  cams 
into  my  head :  let  ua  carry  me  corpn  ts 
the  leads  of  our  hooae,  and  tumble  him 
down  the  chimney  into  the  hoon  of  the 
MiBBulman,  our  nen  neighbonr. 

This  Miiaaulman  was  one  of  the  ■ahanS 
purveyors  \br  tunjJHhin^  oil,  butter,  and  all 
mrls  of  fat  artic)M.  anil  hnil  a  magaziiie  in 
his  houi«,  where  the  mii  and  mice  laada 
prtxlisioiia  hnvor. 

The  Jewish  doctor  approving  the  propoaed 
expedient,  hia  wife  and  he  EooJc  the  Uttb 
hunch'back  up  to  the  roof  of  the  hooM; 
and,  clapping  ronea  under  hia  arm-piti,  kt 
him  down  the  chimney  into  the  puivejiji% 
chamber  bo  sofUy  and  dexteroualjr,  that  hs 
Riood  upright  againvt  the  wall,  naif  be  had 
b^en  alive.  When  they  found  he  had 
n-ac.hcd  tlie  bottom,  they  pulled  up  ths 
mpra,  and  Icit  the  coriHe  in  that  poatiira:. 
They  were  ncarccgoi  down  into  their  cham- 
ber, when  the  purveyor  went  into  hiB,beinj 
just  come  from  a  wcdding-feo^,  with  a  lan- 
lern  in  hifl  hand.  He  waa  grenllv  aurprind 
when,  by  tlie  light  of  hia  lantern,  he  deacriod 
a  man  atandinKupright  in  hia  chimney;  bat 
being  natiimlly  n  ntoiit  man,  and  appm- 
heniiing  it  wan  a  thief,  he  took  up  a  god 
Rtick.  uivl  making  straight  up  lo  tbehiineb- 
back.  Ah.  anid  lie,  I  thought  it  wae  Uie  nft 
and  mice  that  cat  my  butler  and  taBow, 
ami  il  B  you  come  clown  Ihe  chininey  tonb 
me!  But  ]  think  %-iiu  will  not  coma  bne 
n^rain  upon  ihia  ermnl.  Thi^  anid,  he  ftlla 
uixiii  ihc  man,  and  frive«  him  mnnr  atnkn 
with  hia  stick.  The  corp^  fell  down  Bu 
on  the  ground,  and  the  purvcyiH'  ti  iilniildral 
hix  blows ;  but,  obaernng  Ihe  body  tint  to 
move,  he  atnoil  to  consider  a  little,  and  Umb, 
perceiving  it  waa  a  dead  corpne,  fear  loc- 
ccerfed  b)s  angpr.  Wretched  man  thai  I 
am,  said  he,  what  have  I  done!  I  faaira 
killed  a  man  I  AIna!  I  have  caniad  n^ 
revenge  loo  far.  Good  God,  iinliw  tfaim 
pity  me  my  life  i«  frniel  Coned,  m 
thounnd  time*  Bccuned,  be  the  Gu  and  As 
cil  that  gave  Dccaoon  to  thii  mr  oc 
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'Am   ^  J 


ol  auehs  criminal  action  t  He  Hood  pole 
and  ihundervmick :  he  thought  he  nw  the 
sttcen  already  cotnc  to  drag  rum  locoridieii 
pinkhtiient,  aiid  could  not  tell  what  naolu- 
tion  10  takF. 

T)ie  mhnn  of  Cniigar^  purveyor  had 
nerer  notirnl  the  little  tiion'*  huiup^tncli 
irtien  he  n'lu  Uwitie  him ;  but  lu  won  a» 
he  iierrrivtsl  it,  he  threw  out  ;i  itwuauMl 
ImiKvraliDiv  lu^iiiiun  him.  Ah,  you  curved 
hunrh-ltick.  rncii  h"",  yow  cmokeil  mii  erf"  o 
bteh :  u-cHiIrl  In  GchI  you  hrul  mtjl«<!  me  ol' 
all  mv  till,  nnil  I  hiitl  im  limiul  you  here! 
1  ban  ivH  ihrn  bt*n  mt  iiiurh  I'enilcjwl  tor 
rtie  kxVk  nl'  }im  iinl  your  i-ik  hunch.    Oh ! 

e>tarE  lh.it  tu'inkit-  in  (tw  hi-avi-iw.  irivc 
hi   tn  uiiie  liut   me  in  ihid  dmu,'i 


AtK 


c  h:i.l  u 


rerih- 


Wwrtd,  he  !(■*  the  rni»ke>l  Coqi      .   ...  .._ 

riKKilder^.  iiml  earned  him  out  ol'  ilnura  to 
tbe  end  ol'  the  xtreet.  ivhere  he  lei  him  up- 
hgbH,  n^ngavTiiiwinaliop, and  m  trudged 
haute  agiii/i,  wiihuul  luohiiig  behind  him. 

A  Tew  riiiiiuteK  beliin'  tlie  break  of  day,  a 
GhriMiari  tnerchikni.  ivho  tnu  very  rich,  aiid 
tanMitA  the  'iillunV  piilace  u'i'th  iiinukM 
■iticlei — thiw  merchant.  1  eay.  having  Mit 
vp  «ll  nijiht  nt  n  debauch,  stepped  at  ilial 
■Mmnt  out  of  hill  hixiHe  li)  ku  to  htiihc-— 
^lDii);h  he  wan  itniiik,  hf  wiuHiisiblctliat 
die  ni^ht  wtwliir  kik-hi,  arid  thut  the  people 
WDuU  <|iDcklv  tie  i-ullol  to  tlie  inonung 
pnren,  at  break  ot'  .lay  ;  lbeieli>rc  he 
mieknibl  hin  p.'ire  to  ^Pt  in  time  to  llie 
Gath,  lor  fear  any  .Muntuim^ui  meeting  him 
itt  bia  way  to  the  mc«]ue  should  carry  him 
to  prvnn  lor  n  dnmkiird.  Ax  he  came  lu 
Ilw  end  ol'  the  ftreei.  he  Bopned  upon  «me 
im  I  MM  I J  occaximi  asaiint  tlie  chop  where 
the  auhan'*  purvpinr  h>ut  put  the  hanch- 
baeked  corjiae,  which  being  jortled,  turn  bled 
atna  the  mcrchani'i  hack.  The  merchant. 
t*™*^"^  it  wai  a  robber  (hat  came  to  attarji 
tim,  knocked  hira  down  with  a  iwingin^ 
Ml  oa  tbe  ear,  and  al\er  redoubling  hu 
MBwa,  cned  out "  thiev™," 

TV«uter/ alarmed  the  waleh,  who  cunej, 


»!>  ..uuiediately  ;  and  findiiig  a  ChriMian 
beating  a  Muaulman,  (for  hump-back  was 
of  our  religion,)  What  reason  have  you. 
Mid  he,  to  nbuie  a  Muwulmao  after  thii 
rate?  He  would  have  rubbed  mc.  replied 
the  merchant,  and  jumped  upon  my  back 
with  intent  to  lake  me  by  the  tluoaL  If  he 
did,  Hiiil  the  watch,  joii  havn  revenged 
)-ounieir  Bufflcieiitly ;  crane,  gi-l  off  him. 
At  (lie  eama  time  he  drctchcd  out  liis  hand 
'it  obverving 
thus  that  a 

. — , MiinuIinaoT 

tio  saying,  he  laid  hold  oTlhc  ('hrutian,  and 
carried  him  to  tlie  liouHeofthe  lieutcnantol 
tlic  inJire,  where  he  waa  kept  tjll  the  judge 
wan  Biirnng,  and  rvoilv  to  examine  him. 
In  the  mean  lime,  the  Chri^tiim  merchant 

frew  aobcr,  and  the  more  he  refli.'Ctod  U|nn 
ij  arlveniurc,  the  leaf  could  he  conceive 
how  sucti  liDgte  blow*  oT  bii  firt  could  kill 
them 
Th. 

tiad  tjiiien  care  to  bring  to  hin  howe,  inlef- 
rogjtedtheL'hrintian  merchant  upon  it,  and 
he  could  not  deny  the  crime,  though  he  had 
not  committeil  it.  But  the  judge,  coneidei^ 
ing  (hat  little  hump4»ck  oelwiged  to  the 
•uTlon.  I(>r  he  wai  one  oT  hii  buSoont,  would 
not  put  the  Chrirtian  to  death,  till  be  knew 
the  ■ultan'i  pleawre.  For  thk  end  he  went 
to  tlie  i-alace.  artd  nnjutiinied  the  lultafi 
with  what  had  hapiieneit,  and  received  rrom 
the  niltan  th'a  aiuwer:  I  have  no  loeity  ID 
(how  to  H  ChriiiUan  that  kill*  a  Mufmlman; 

So,  ito  your  office.  I'pon  tha  tbe  judfe  or- 
ere<I  a  sibboi  to  be  erected,  and  Knt  crien 
all  over  uie  cuy  lo  proclaim,  thai  they  were 
about  to  hang  a  ChrjKnji  (btkiUiiig  aHiM- 
■ulman. 

At  length  tbe  merchant  wa*  brougbl  out 
of  jail  to  the  loot  of  the  gaUowa ;  and  tbe 
baitfman  liaving  put  the  rope  about  bia 
Deck,  wa*  going  to  Kivebim  aiwiog,  wban 
tbe  luJtan^  purveyor  puWiing  ihmigb  the 
^rowil,  ma^  up  to  the  gibbet.  Mlling  toihe 
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hangman  to  stop,  (or  that  the  Chrifltian  had  place,  ibr  1  alone  am  the  cause  of  the  death 

not  committed  the  murder,  but  himfclf  had  of  the  little  man. 

done  it  Upon  that 'the  officer  who  attendeii      The  chief  justice  being  persuaded  thai 

the  execution  be^an  to  qoeition  the  pur-  the  Jewish  doctor  was  tlie  murderer,  gave 

veyor.  who  told  him  every  circumstance  of  orders  to  the  executioner  to  seize  him,  and 

his  kiliiii'  the  little  hump4Mick,  and  how  he  release   tlie  purveyor.     Accordingly   the 

convejfen  his  corpse  to  the  place  where  the  doctor  was  just  going  to  be  hung  up,  when 

Christian  merchant  found  him.    You  were  the  tailor  api)eared,  crying  to  the  executioner 

about,  added  he,  to  put  to  death  an  inno-  to  hold  his  hand,  and  make  room  ibr  him, 

cent  person :  for  how  can  he  be  guilty  of  that  he  might  come  and  make  his  conle»- 

tlie  death  or  a  man  w1k>  wai  dead  before  he  sion  to  the  chief  judge.    Room  being  made, 

CAme  at  him  ?    It  is  enough  for  me  to  have  My  lord,  said  he,  vou  have  narrowl/  escap- 

killed  a  Mussulman,  wimout  kadinjg  my  ed  taking  awa^*  the  lives  of  tliree  mnocent 

conscience  with  the  death  of  a  Christian,  persons;  but  il  vou  will  have  the  patience  to 

who  is  not  guilty.  near  me,  I  will  discover  to  you  the  real 

The  sultan  of  Caiqgar's  purveyor  having  murderer  of  the  crook-backed  man.    If  his 

publicly  charged  himself  with  the  death  death  is  to  be  expiated  by  another,  that 

of  the  little  hunch-backed  man,  the  officer  must  be  mine.     Yesterday,  towards  the 

could  not  avoid  doin^  iuidce  to  the  mer-  evening,  as  I  was  at  work  in  my  ehop, 

chant    Let  the  Chnstian  go,  said  he  to  and  was  dispo^^d  to  be  merry,  the  little 

the  executioner,  and  hong  this  man  in  hunch-bock  came  to  my  door  half-dnink, 

his  room,  since  it  appears  bv  his  own  con-  and  sat  down  before  it    He  sung  a  little, 

fessbn  that  he  is  guilty.    Thereupon,  the  and  so  I  invited  him  to  pass  the  evening  at 

hangman  released  the  merchant,  and  clap-  my  house.    He  accepted  ot*  the  invitation, 

ped  the  rope  around  the  purveyor's  neck;  and  went  in  with  me.    We  sat  down  to 

but  iust  wnen  he  was  j^ing  to  pull  him  up,  supper,  and  I  gave  him  a  plate  of  fkh ; 

he  heard  the  voice  of  the  Jewish  doctor,  but  in  eating,  a  bone  stuck  m  his  throat; 

earnestly  entreating  him  to  siKpond  the  ex-  ctnd  though  my  wife  and  I  did  our  utmoit 

ecatKNi,  and  make  room  for  him  to  come  to  to  relieve  him,  he  died  in  a  few  minutesL 

the  foot  of  the  gallows.  His  death  afflicted  us  extremely ;  and  fix* 

When  he  appeared  before  the  Judge,  My  fear  of  being  charged  with  it,  we  carried  the 

knrd,  said  he,  this  Mussulman  you  are  ^ing  corpse  to  the  Jewish  doctor's  house,  and 

to  hang  is  not  giiilty ;  all  the  suilt  bes  at  knocked  at  the  door.     The  maid  coming 

my  door.  Last  night,  a  man  ana  a  woman,  down  and  opening  the  door,  I  desired  her  to 

unknown  to  me,  came  to  my  door  with  a  ^  up  again  forthwith,  and  ask  her  maflter 

tick  man  they  had  brought  along ;  my  maid  to  come  down  and  give  his  advice  to  a  sick 

went  and  opened  it  without  a  light,  and  re-  person  that  we  had  Drought  alon§  with  m: 

ceived  from  them  a  piece  of  money^  with  a  and  withal,  to  encourage  him,  1  charged 

eommission  to  come  and  desire  me,  m  their  her  to  give  him  a  piece  ofmoney ,  which  I  had 

name,  to  step  down,  and  look  at  the  sick  put  into  her  hand.    When  she  was  gone  up 

person.  While  she  was  delivering  her  me&-  again,  I  carried  the  liunch-back  up  titair^ 

•age  to  me,  thev  conveyed  the  eick  person  and  laid  him^  upon  the  uppermost  step,  and 

to  the  stair-heaa,  and  disappeared.    I  went  then  my  wife  and  I  made  the  best  of  our 

down  without  staying  till  my  servant  hueul  way  home.  The  doctor  coming  down,  mailc 

lighted  a  candle,  and  in  the  dark  happened  the  corpse  fall  down  staire,  and  thcreupoo 

to  stumble  upon  the  sick  person,  ana  kick  he  took  himself  to  be  the  author  of  hm 

him  down  staira.    At  length,  I  saw  he  was  death.    This  being  the  cose,  continued  he^ 

dead,  and  that  it  was  the  crooked  Mussul-  release  tlie  doctor,  and  let  mo  die  in  hiia 

man,  whose  death  vou  are  now  about  to  room, 
avenge.    So  my  wife  and  I  took  the  corpse.       The  chief  iustlce  and  all  the  s: 

and  after  conveying  it  up  to  the  roof  of  our  could  not  sulliciently  admire  the 

house,  shoved  it  to  the  roof  of  the  purveyor,  events  that  ensued  upon  the  death  of  _ 

our  next  neighbour,  whom  you  were  going  little  crooked  man.    Let  the  Jewish  doc: 

to  put  to  death  unjustly,  and  let  it  down  g[o,  said  the  judge,  and  hung  up  the  t  *  " 

the  chimney  into  ms  chamber.    The  pur-  since  he  conresses  tlie  crime.    It  is  cei 


not  so,  you  will  be  convinced  by  this  my  every  thing  ready  to  tie  up  the  tailor, 

deposition ;  so  that  I  am  the  only  author  of  While  the  executioner  wan  making  Te^^dfr 

the  murder:— and  though  it  was  committed  to  hang  up  the  tailor,  tlie  sultan  of  Caspar, 

undesignedly,  I  have  resolved  to  expiate  my  wanting  the  company  of  his  crooked  jester, 

crime,  that  1  may  not  have  to  charge  my-  asked  where  he  was;  and  oneof  hisofficen     i 

•elf  with  the  death  of  two  Muasulmen,  and  told  him.  The  Hunchback,  sir,  whmn  jou     I 

hmderypu  from  executing  the  sultan's  pur-  inquire  aller,  got  drunk  last  night,  and  corh     / 

WW,  vmose  innocence  I  have  now  revesiled.  trary  to  his  custom,  slipped  out  of  the  palao^       t 

So  pray  dismisi  him,  and  put  me  in  his  and  went  strolling  about  the  city,  and  thii       i 
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nanang  waa  found  dead.  A  man  was 
brought  before  the  chief  justice  and  charged 
with  the  murder  of  him;  but  when  he  was 
going  to  be  hanged,  up  c€une  a  man,  and 
aAerhim  another,  who  took  the  charge  upon 
themselves,  and  cleared  one  another.  This 
biled  some  time,  and  the  judge  is  now  ex- 
amining a  third  nuui^  who  gives  himsell' out 
for  the  real  author  ot  the  murder. 

Upon  this  intelligence,  the  sultan  of  Cas- 
gar  sent  an  oOicerto  tlie  place  of  execution. 
Uo,  said  he,  in  all  haste,  and  tell  tlie  judge 
to  bring  the  accused  i)er9ons  before  me  ini- 
m«liately ;  and.  withal,  hring  the  corpse  of 
poor  Humpback,  tliat  l  may  sec  him  once 
mora.  Acconlingly,  tlie  otiicer  >veiit,  and 
happened  to  amvc  at  the  place  of  exccu- 
tioo  at  the  very  time  that  the  cxcrutioncr 
was  going  to  tie  up  tlie  tailor. — He  cried 
aloud  to  the  executioner  to  suspend  tlie  ex- 
ecution. Tiie  hangman  knowing  tlicoliicer, 
did  not  dare  to  proceed,  but  untied  the  tai- 
lor; ami  tlien  the  otlicer  acquainted  tlie  judge 
with  tlie  sultan's  pleasure.  The  jud«^e 
obeyed,  and  went  straight  to  tlie  palaci*, 
accompanied  by  tlie  tailor,  tlie  Jewish  doc- 
tor, and  the  Christian  merchant ;  and  made 
four  of  his  men  carry  the  hunch-backed 
come  along  with  him. 

Wlien  tliey  appeared  before  the  sultan, 
the  jutjjge  threw  himsolt'at  the  prince's  feet, 
and  after  recovering  himself,  gave  him  a 
&ithful  relation  of  what  he  knew  of  tlie  b-tory 
or  the  hump-backed  man.  The  story  a|>- 
peared  ao  extraordinary  to  the  sultan,  that 
tie  ordered  his  own  historian  to  write  it  down 
with  all  its  circumstances ;  then  addresBing 
himseli' to  the  audience:  Did  you  ever  hear, 
said  he,  such  a  surprising  event  as  this,  tliat 
has  happened  uoon  the  account  of  my  httle 
crooked  bufibonf  Then  the  Christian  mer- 
chant, afler  falling  down,  and  touching  the 
earth  with  his  forehead,  siioke  as  follows: 
Most  puiasant  monarch,  said  he,  I  know  a 
story  yet  more  astonishing  than  that  you 
have  now  spoken  of:  if  vour  mujcvtv  will 
five  me  leave,  I  will  tell  it  you.  The  cir- 
cumstances are  such,  that  nolxxly  can  hear 
them  without  emotion. — Well,  said  tlie  sul- 
tan, I  give  you  leave ;  and  so  the  merchant 
went  on  as  follows : 

7%e  Story  told  by  the  Christian  Mer- 
chant, 

Sir,  before  I  cxHnmence  the  recital  of  the 
elory  you  have  permitted  me  tn  relate,  I  beg 
leave  to  acquamt  you  that  I  have  not  the 
honoar  to  be  boni  in  any  iKirt  of  your  nia- 


;  and  got  a  good  estate,  which  he  led  me 
at  his  death*  I  tbllowed  his  example,  and 
look  up  the  same  employment ;  sind  one  day 
at  Cairo,  as  I  was  standing  in  the  public  inn 
for  the  com  merchants,  there  came  up  to 
me  a  young  handsome  man,  well  dressed, 
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and  mounted  upon  an  ass.  He  saluted  me, 
and  pulling  out  a  handkerchief,  in  which 
he  had  a  sample  of  sesame,  or  Turkey  com, 
asked  me  wliat  a  busliel  of  such  sesame 
would  fetch  ?  I  examined  the  com  that 
the  young  man  showed  me,  and  told  him, 
it  was  worth  a  hundred  drachms  of  silver 
per  bushel  Pray^  said  he,  look  out  for  some 
merchant  to  take  it  at  that  price,  and  come  to 
me  at  the  Victory  gate,  where  you  will  see 
a  khan  at  a  distance  from  the  nouses.  So 
saying,  he  lell  me  tlie  sample,  and  I  showed 
it  to  sevei-al  merchants,  who  told  me,  that 
they  would  take  as  much  as  I  could  spare 
at  a  hundnul  and  ten  drachms  per  bushel, 
so  that  I  iiKule  an  account  to  get  ten  drachms 
per  bushel  lor  my  share.  Pull  of  the  ex 
pcctaiion  of  th»  profit,  I  went  to  the  Victory 
gate,  where  I  found  tlie  young  merchant 
ex|)ectiiig  me,  and  he  carric^  me  into  his 
granary,  which  was  full  of  sesame.  Ho 
hatl  a  hundred  and  fiily  bushels  of  it,  which 
I  measured  out,  and  having  carried  them 
off  upon  aiecs,  sold  them  for  five  thousand 
drachms  of  silver.  Out  of  this  sum,  said  the 
young  man,  there  is  five  hwidred  drachma 
coining  to  you.  at  tlie  rate  of  ten  drachms 
per  bushel.  This  I  give  to  you,  and  as  for 
the  rest  which  is  to  come  to  me,  do  vou  take 
it  out  of  the  merchant's  hand,  and  keep  it 
till  I  call  or  send  for  it,  for  I  have  no  occa- 
sion for  it  at  present.  I  made  answer,  it 
sliould  bereatly  for  him  whenever  he  pleased 
to  call  for  it ;  and  so,  kissing^  his  hand,  took 
leave  of  him  with  a  grateful  sense  of  his 
generosity. 

A  month  passetl  before  he  came  near  me ; 
then  he  asked  for  his  four  thousand  rive 
hundred  drachms  of  silver.  I  told  him  tht>y 
were  ready,  and  should  be  told  down  to  him 
immediately.  He  was  tlien  mounted  on  his 
ass,  and  I  desired  him  to  alight,  and  do  mo 
the  honour  to  eat  a  moutliful  with  me  hefore 
lie  received  his  money.  No,  said  he,  I  can- 
not alight  at  present ;  I  have  urgent  busi- 
nea?  that  obligfes  me  to  be  tit  a  place  just  by 
here ;  but  I  will  return  this  way,  and  then 
take  the  money,  which  I  desire  you  would 
have  in  readiness.  This  said,  he  disappeared, 
and  I  still  expected  his  return^  hut  it  was  a 
full  month  l>elbre  he  came  agam.  I  thought 
to  mystrlf,  the  young  man  has  great  confi- 
dence in  me.  leaviiij^  so  great  a  sum  in  my 
hands  without  knowing;  me;  any  other  man 
would  have  been  afraid  I  sliould  have  run 
away  with  it.  To  be  short,  he  came  again 
at  die  end  of  the  third  month,  and  was  still 
mmintetl  on  his  ass,  but  finer  dressed  than 
before. 

As  soon  as  I  saw  the  young  man,  I  en- 
treated him  to  alight,  and  asked  him  if  he 
would  not  take  his  money?  There  is  no 
hurry,  said  he,  with  a  pleasant  esisy  air,  I 
know  it  is  in  good  hands;  I  wiU  come  and 
take  it  when  my  other  money  is  all  g^one : 
Adieu,  continued  he,  I  will  come  agam  to- 
wards the  latter  end  of  the  week.  With 
that,  he  struck  the  ass,  and  was  sooQ  out  or 
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•iglit  Well,  thought  I  to  mjrBelf,  he  savB 
he  will  see  me  toi^nEirds  the  latter  endoftne 
week,  but  it  is  likely  I  may  not  flee  him  In 
ajmat  while ;  I  will  ffo  and  make  the  raoRt 
oihis  roouey,  and  shall  g^et  a  ^ood  profit 
by  it 

And  as  it  happened,  I  wm  not  out  in  mv 
conjecture ;  for  it  was  a  full  year  before  1 
saw  my  voung  merchant  agam.  Then  he 
appearea  indeed,  with  richer  apparel  than 
beiore,  but  seemed  to  have  sometning  on  hi<> 
mind.  I  asked  him  to  do  me  the  honour  to 
walk  into  my  house.  For  this  time,  replied 
he,  I  wiii  go  in ;  but  upon  this  condition, 
that  yoa  snail  put  yourself  to  no  extraordi- 
nary chaise  upon  my  account  I  will  do 
just  as  you  please,  said  I  \  only  do  me  the 
favour  to  alight  and  walk  m.  Accordingly, 
he  complied,  and  I  gave  orders  (or  an  en- 
tertainment:  and  while  that  was  getting 
ready,  we  fell  into  dipcourse  together.  >Vhen 
the  entertainment  was  got  reatlv,  we  sat 
down  to  table.  I  obfler\'ed  he  took  the  first 
mouthful  with  his  leit  hand,  and  not  w^ith 
the  right  I  could  not  tell  what  to  think  of 
it  Said  I  to  myself,  ever  since  I  knew  tliia 
young  man,  he  always  appeared  very  polite ; 
IS  it  poffiible  he  can  do  this  out  of  contempt 
of  me?  What  can  Ik?  the  matter,  that  he 
does  not  make  use  of  his  right  hand  ? 

I  was  very  anxious  to  know,  why  my 
guest  ate  with  the  left  hand.  After  we  had 
done  eating,  and  every  thinff  was  taken 
away,  we  sat  down  upon  a  sola,  and  I  pre- 
sented him  with  a  lozenge  by  way  of  dain- 
ty, and  still  he  took  it  with  his  left  hand. 
Then  I  said  to  him,  Pardon,  sir,  the  liberty 
1  take,  in  asking  3^u  what  reason  you  have 
for  not  making  use  of  your  ri^ht  hand  ?  Per- 
haps you  have  some  complaint  in  that  hand. 
In^ead  of  answering;  he  fetched  a  deep  sigh. 
and  pulling  out  his  right  arm,  which  he  Har 
hitherto  kept  under  his  garment,  showec 
me,  to  my  great  astonishment,  that  his 
hand  had  been  cut  off.  Doubtless,  yon  were 
alarmed,  said  he.  to  see  me  feed  m}'self  with 
t2ie  left  hand ;  but  I  leave  you  to  judge 
whether  it  was  in  my  power  to  do  other- 
wise. May  one  ask  you,  said  I,  by  what 
miaehance  it  was  that  you  lost  yoiir  right 
hand  ?  Upon  that,  he  burst  into  tears,  and 
after  wiping  his  eyes,  gave  me  the  following 
relatbn. 

You  must  know,  said  he,  that  I  am  a 
native  of  Bagdad,  the  son  of  a  rich  father, 
the  most  eminent  in  that  city  for  quality 
and  for  riches.  I  had  scarce  launche  i  into 
the  world,  when  falling  into  the  company  of 
travellers,  and  hearing  their  wondertal  ac- 
counts of  Egvpt,  especially  Grand  Cairo,  I 
was  moved^y  their  discourse,  and  fMt  a 
k>nging  desire  to  travel.  But  my  father 
was  then  alive,  and  hat)  not  eriven  me  leave. 
At  length,  he  died ;  and  being  now  my  own 
master,  I  resolved  to  take  a  journey  to  Cairo. 
I  laid  out  a  large  snm  of  money  upon  seve- 
ral 8ort4  of  fuie  stuffs  of  Bii^dad  and  .Mous- 
ioul,  and  so  undertook  my  journey. 


Arriving  at  Cairo,  I  went  to  the  Mian. 
called  tlie  khan  of  Mesrour,  and  there  took 
lod^ngs,  with  a  warehouse  for  my  balei^ 
which  I  brought  along  with  me  upon  camdi. 
This  done,  I  retired  to  my  chamber,  to  reit 
m>'Belf  after  the  fatigue  of  my  journey,  and 
gave  some  money  to  my  servants,  with 
orders  to  go  and  buy  some  provi8X>ns,  and 
dress  them.  After  I  had  eaten,  I  went 
and  saw  the  cat^tle,  some  mosques,  the  pub- 
lic squares,  and  the  other  places  that  were 
curious. 

Next  day,  I  dressed  mj-self,  and  ordered 
some  of  the  finest  and  richest  of  my  bales 
to  \ye  picked  out  and  carried  by  my  fllaves 
to  the  Circassian  bezertein  *  whither  I  went 
m>'self.  I  no  sooner  got  there,  than  I  was 
surrounded  with  brokers  and  criers,  who 
had  lieard  of  my  arrival.  I  gave  patterns 
of  my  stuffe  to  seveml  df  the  criers,  who 
wont  and  cried  them,  and  showed  them  all 
over  the  bezestein ;  but  iwne  oi'  the  mer- 
chants offered  near  so  much  as  they  had 
cost  mc  in  prime  cost  and  carriage.  That 
vexe<i  me,  and  the  criers  ohservine  I  vnm 
dissatisfied,  If  you  will  take  our  advice,  said 
thev,  we  will  put  you  in  a  way  to  sell  j-our 
stvifls  without  loss. 

Th(^  brokers  and  the  criers  having  thus 
promise^!  to  put  me  in  a  way  of  losing  no- 
thing by  my  goo<ls  I  asked  them,  what 
counw?  they  would  nave  me  take.  Divide 
your  goods,  said  they,  among  seveml  roer* 
chants,  and  they  will  sell  them  bv  retail: 
and  twice  a  week,  that  is,  on  Moncfays  ana 
ThursdajTs,  you  may  receive  what  monejr 
they  mke.  By  this  means,  you  will  get  in- 
stead  of  losing,  and  the  merchants  will  gain 
by  j'ou ;  and  in  the  mean  while,  you  will 
hnve  time  to  take  your  pleasure,  and  walk 
alK>ut  the  town,  or  go  u]>on  the  Nile. 

I  took  their  aflvicc.  and  carried  them  to 
my  warehouse ;  from  whence  I  brought  all 
my  goods  to  the  bezestein,  and  there  divided 
theni  among  the  merchant**  whom  ther  re 
prest^nted  as  most  re])utable  and  able  to 
pay  j  arki  the  merchants  gave  me  a  formal 
nT-eipt  before  witnesses,  stipulating  withal, 
that  I  should  not  make  any  demiinda  upon 
thf»m  lor  the  first  month. 

Ilax-ing  thus  regulated  my  affairs,  my 
mind  was  taken  up  with  other  thiners  than 
thi'  ordinary  pleasun^s.  I  ccHitracted  tViend- 
ship  with  ilivers  i>ersoiis  almost  of  the  same 
asre  with  m\'self,  ho  took  care  to  make  the 
time  pfiss  pleiwantly.  After  the  first  UHNith 
was  rxpired,  I  he?an  tx)  visit  mv  merchants 
twir»*  a  week,  takin?  along  with  me  a  pulv 
lie  otfirer  to  ins|)ect  their  books  of  sale,  and 
a  hanker  to  see  thev  |)ai«l  me  in  erood  monex* 
aiui  to  rf^iTulatt'.  the  value  of  the  several 
speci(»s;  and  so  every  pjiynlay  I  had  a  good 
sum  of  money  to  carry  home  to  my  lodging 
at  the  khan  of  Mesrour.    1  wt*nt,  iieveithtt- 

*A  bnestoin  is  a  public  pUcr,  whfra  wHk 
stuflji  and  other  prerioua  thing*  an*  ei|KMed  fiv 
sale. 
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Imp,  on  the  other  daTi,  to  poaa  tlie  morning 
MXaetimce  at  odc  merchojit'a  houflc, '  anil 
•OCDetimes  at  cuiother.  In  short,  I  diverted 
mVseirin  conven<in^  with  tlicm,  aiid 
mat  poaied  in  IhcT>c7.eslcui. 

Oiie  Monday,  lui  I  nai  in  a  mercliiint'R 
dtop.  whose  mime  wtd  Bfilrcddin,  it  Lvl; 
of  quality,  an  one  mifrht  ciisily  purreivc  hj 
her  air,  her  luibit,  and  by  it  well-dn-sn^d 
•lave,  oaine  into  the  (ihop,  nnd  xiil  down  l>y 
me.  Her  exteninl  a]>i>ruraiici;.  JMticil  to  it 
nBluml  f  race  that  >-'hone  in  all  her  lu'liniis, 
frejudbed  me  in  her  liivoiir,  and  ijiK^jircd 
ine  with  a  longing  diwire  In  lio  better  ai> 
mininted  with  liiT.  I  know  oot  whetliur  she 
•ohscn'Cd  that  I  look  pleasure  in  ^azuig 
vpon  her,  and  whcUuT  this  lutculion  on  my 
pan  ivas  oot  agreeable  to  her  i  but  she  let 
down  the  crape  th:tt  hiuig  over  the  muslin 
irhich  coveiai  her  face,  andro^vemethe 
flpportunity  of  neeing  her  largol>Iark  eyes, 
which  pcrtectly  cliarmcd  me-  In  line,  fhe 
iufLuned  an  love  to  itit  height  by*  the  a^rec- 
ttirfe  vunil  of  her  voiue,  and  iter  gcJiteel, 
pvceful  ccinitgc  in  sai  '  ■ 
and  Asking  him  how  Ii 
bun  latf. 

Alter  conveniiiis  witli  him  some  lime 
upon  indiflerent  tubjei'lj^  ^u  ipxve  him  lu 
imderRand  th:it  ^le  wanted  a  uort  of  rtulT 
with  a  goldgruund;  Unit  site  came  to  lti« 
shop,  aa  ulibrdin^  the  btwt  choice  of  any 
in  tuJ  the  bcze^ein :  and  iliat  if  ttc  Itadany 
«ich  Mshe  asked  for,  he  would  oblige  her 
in  flhou'in^  them.  Bc.lreililin  sJiotvi^  her 
•everal  piecea,  one  of  whicli  she  pitched 
DpMV  anil  Ite  asked  {\ir  it  eleven  hundral 
djnchms  of  silver.  I  a^rcc,  said  site,  to 
(ire  yuu  so  murit,  but  I  have  not  moticy 
enough  about  ine ;  ^^o  I  lioiie  vou  will  give 
Bie  credit  till  (o-ntorrow,  itwl  in  the  nieiui 
tiine  Allow  me  to  carry  olf  the  Ptufil  luliall 
DM  fail,  add&l  she,  to  (end  to  j-ou  to-nmrrow 
the  eleven  huTidn^d  drLtchmd  I  agmed  for. 
Haihim,  said  Bedrvddin,  1  woulif  give  you 
credit  witit  all  iiy  hi'iirt,  aiirl  albw  you  to 
carrTofflheatufijifiT  wccx'inine;  bmit^)o- 
■  S 


longs  to  the  ycmng  nnn  ytm  see  here,  ami 
this  is  the  day  oa  which  we  settle  our  ar- 
CDuiiis.  Why,  (Pud  the  lady  in  surprisp, 
why  do  yon  oner  to  use  mem!  Am  I  not  a 
cuntomer  to  yoilr  shop?  And  aa  oilcn  as  I 
have  bought  of  j-ou,  and  carried  home  the 
ihin^  without  paying  ready  money  liir  ilipm. 
did  I  ever  IHtl  lo  send  you  j-our  money  next 
morning  1  Matlam,  mid  the  merehan'.,  it  is 
tnii?  i  bnt  lliis  vprj'  day  I  have  occasion  for 
tlic  money.  There,  said  she,  throwing  iJio 
atnfftohiin.  take  yourstuffil  care  not  lor 
you  nor  all  the  merchants.  You  are  all 
alike;  you  respect  nobody.  This  aaid,  nhc 
rot«  up  in  a  pasion,  and  walked  out 

When  I  Kiw,  said  the  TOnng  man,  that 
the  lady  walkeii  away.  1  feh  a  great  con- 
cern lor  her ;  so  I  callert  her  bacK,  sapng, 
-Madara,  do  me  the  favour  lo  return ;  perhaps 
I  can  find  a  way  lo  conient  you  both.  She 
returned,  pnvinj,  it  was  for  my  sake  that 
she  comiilied.  Mr.  Bedreddin,  said  I  to  the 
merchant,  what  do  you  say  you  mu?l  have 
for  thiBSluflthat  Udongatomet  I  must 
have,  said  he,  eleven  hundred  ilrochms;  I 
nnot  lake  less.  Give  h  to  the  lady  then, 
id  I,  let  her  lake  it  home  with  her;  I  nlliiw 
-  hundred  drachms  profit  lo  youreeU;  an 
ahull  now  write  youa  note,  empowering  yon 
to  diHcoiint  that  sum  upon  the  other  ^oodi 
,1  have  of  mine.  In  fine,  I  wrote,  signed, 
._..il  delivered  the  note,  and  then  handed 
the  Btulf  lo  the  lady.  Madam,  said  I.  you 
may  take  ihe  Muff  with  you.  and  as  for  the 
""Kiney,  you  mav  cither  send  it  (o-morrow  or 
fxt  day  ;  or,  if  j-ou  will,  accept  the  stulTas 
pnhviit  from  me,  I  beg};o«r  pnrdon,  sir, 
lid  she,  I  mean  no  such  thin^.  You  treat 
..je  with  so  much  civility,  that  I  craght  never 
lo  show  m}-!«lf  in  the  world  again,  if  I  did 
not  show  ray  gratitude  to  you.  May  God 
tewani  jTiu  by  an  increase  of  your  fortune  j 
may  you  live  many  yean  when  I  am  dead; 
may  the  gale  of  neaven  be  open  to  you 
when  vou  remove  to  the  other  world,  and 
alt  the  cKy  proclaim  your  generoritr- 
ese  wonU  im^ired  me  with  •Dme  a»- 
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«iirar.ce.  Madam,  siid  I,  I  desire  no  other 
leward  for  the  service  I  have  done  you,  th?in 
•he  happiness  of  seeing  your  face ;  that 
will  repay  me  mih  interest.  I  had  no 
noner  spokci^than  she  turned  towards  me, 
took  off  the  muslin  that  covered  her  far^. 
and  discovered  to  my  eyes  a  wonderful 
beauty.  I  was  so  struck,  that  I  could  not 
exnrosB  my  thoughts  to  her.  I  could  liave 
looked  upon  her  for  ever :  but  fpiirin^  any 
•ne  should  observe  her,  die  ouickly  coveren 
her  face,  and  lettinfc  down  the  cnipe,  took 
up  the  piece  of  stuff*,  and  wont  nwav. . 
leaving  me  in  a  very  different  Ftate  of  mind  I 
from  what  I  was  m  when  I  rnnio  to  the 
shop.  I  continued  for  some  time  in  srroat 
disorder  and  perplexity.  Before  I  took  leave 
of  the  merchant,  I  asked  him  if  he  knew  the 
lady :  Yes,  said  he ;  she  is  the  daiighter  of 
an  emir,  who  lefl  her  an  immense  fortune  at 
his  death. 

I  went  back  to  the  khan  of  Mesrour,  and 
Kit  down  to  pupper,  bat  could  not  eat, 
neither  could  I  pniit  my  eyes  all  the  nisrht, 
which  seemed  the  lonsrcnt  night  in  my  life. 
As  soon  as  it  was  day  I  got  up.  in  hopes  to 
see  once  more  the  object  tlint  aisturlied  mv 
repose:  and  to  engage  her  afliection,  1 
dressed  mveelf  yet  more  nicely  than  I  had 
done  tlie  day  before. 

I  had  hut  iust  got  to  Bedreddin's  shop, 
when  I  saw  the  lady  coming  in  more  mag- 
nific^^nt  apparel  than  before,  and  attended 
by  her  slave.  When  she  came  in,  Fhc  did 
no*  mind  the  merchant,  but  addressing  her- 
self to  me,  Sir,  said  she,  you  see  I  am  punc- 
tual lo  my  wonL  I  am  cortie  on  purpose  to 
pay  the  sum  yon  were  so  kind  as  to  mm 
your  word  for  yesterday,  though  you  nad 
no  knowledge  of  me.  Such  uncommon 
generosity  I  shall  never  forget.— Madam, 
said  I,  you  had  no  occasmn  to  be  so  hasly ; 
I  was  well  Kitisfknl  iisto  my  money,  and  am 
sorry  you  should  put  yourw»lf  to  so  much 
trouble  about  it. — I  had  been  very  unjust, 
answered  she.  if  I  had  abused  your  genero- 
sity. With  these  words  uhe  nut  the  money 
into  my  hand,  and  sat  down  nv  me. 

Having  this  opportimity  of  conversing 
with  her,  I  made  the  l)est  use  of  it.  and  men- 
tkmed  to  her  the  love  I  had  for  her  j  but 
she  rose  and  lad  me  very  abni])tly.  a*»  if  she 
had  been  anffr>'  with  the  declaration  I  had 
maile.  I  folfowed  her  with  my  eyes  as  long 
as  she  was  in  sitrht,  and  a^  s6on'a.«  fUie  wra 
out  of  siffht.  I  look  leave  of  the  merchant 
and  walke^l  out  of  the  bezec4cin,  without 
knowing  where  I  went.  I  was  musing  u^>on 
this  ailyenture.  when  I  leh  somebotly  pulling 
me  behind,  and  tuniinc:  alxnit  to  see  who  it 
was,  I  had  the  agreeable  surprise  to  iierceive 
it  was  tlie  lady's  slave.  My  mintress,  raid 
the  •la\'e,  I  mean  the  young  Imly  you  P|X)ke 
with  but  now  in  the  merchant's  shop,  wants 
to  speak  a  word  with  you  if  you  please  to 
five  yourself  the  trouble  to  follow  me. 
Aceoitling;*  I  followed  her,  and  Ihund  her 


mistreai  sitting  waiting  for  me  in abanker^ 
shon. 

^e  made  me  sit  down  by  her,  and  wpoke 
to  this  puriKise.  Dear  sir,  said  she,  do  not 
be  surprised  tliat  I  lefl  you  so  abruptly.  I 
thought  it  not  proper,  before  that  mcrcnaitt, 
to  give  a  favourable  answer  to  the  d^coverjr 
you  made  of  your  affection  to  me.  But  to 
speak  tlie  truth,  I  was  ao  far  from  being 
oticnded  at  it,  that  I  was  pleased  when  I 
heard  it ;  and  I  account  myself  infinitely 
happy  in  having  a  man  ofyour  merit  for  my 
lover.  I  do  not  know  what  impromion  the 
first  sight  of  me  could  make  upon  you ;  but 
I  as.^re  you,  I  no  eooner  saw  you  than  I 
conceived  tender  thoughts  of  vou.  Since 
ycstcnlay  I  have  done  nothing  nut  think  ol 
what  you  said  to  me ;  and  mjf  cageniefli  to 
come  and  MM^k  you  this  morning  may  con- 
vince you  I  have  no  small  reganl  fbr>xni. — 
Maiiam,  siiid  I,  transported  with  love  and 
joy,  nothini^can  be  more  agreeable  to  mo 
than  what  1  now  hear.  No  passmn  can  bo 
fi;rcater  than  that  with  which  I  love  you, 
since  the  happy  moment  I  cast  mv  eyes  upon 
yon:  mv  oyva  wt»re  then  dazzled  with  ao 
many  charinn,  that  my  heart  yielded  with- 
out resiritjuice.— Let  us  not  tnfte  away  the 
time  in  necdie>«  discourse,  said  she,  inter- 
ruining  me ;  I  make  no  doubt  of  your  mn- 
cerity,  and  vou  shall  ouickly  be  convinced 
of  mine.  Will  yon  do  me  the  honour  to 
come  to  my  home  7  or  if  you  will.  I  will 
come  to  yours.— Mailam,  said  I,  I  am  a 
stranger  lodged  in  a  khan,  which  is  not  a 
proi)er  place  for  the  rccentwn  of  a  la<ly  ol 
your  quality  ami  me.  It  is  more  proper, 
madam,  for  me  to  come  to  you  at  your  owil 
home,  if  vou  will  pieiisc  to  tell  me'  where  it 
is.  The  la<ly  complying  with  tliiu  desire ;  I 
live,  paid  phe,  in  Desvot  ion-Street ;  come  on 
Friday,  which  in  the  day  alter  to-morrow, 
after  noon-prayers,  and  ask  tor  tlie  house  ot 
Abon  Schania,  Kurnamed  Bercxnir,  latemaa- 
ter  of  the  emirs ;  there  vou  will  find  me. 
This  Riid,  we  {n&rted ;  and  I  passed  the  next 
dav  in  gn»at  impatience. 

On  I  riday  I  got  up  betimes,  and  put  on 
my  l>est  clothes,  with  filly  ])iec«s  of  gold  in 
my  purse.  I  mounted  an  asal  had  bespoke 
the  day  before,  and  set  out,  accomiianied  by 
the  man  that  let  me  tlie  ass.  When  we  e^une 
to  I)evotion-Stret»t.  I  directed  the  owner  ol 
the  aj«  to  irkiuirc  for  the  house  1  wanted ;  ho 
found  it,  antl  conducted  me  thither.  I  pakl 
him  lib(*ni]ly,  and  s(>nt  him  back :  directing 
him  to  observe  narrowly  where  ne  left  me, 
and  not  to  tail  to  come  back  with  the 


next  mornintr,  to  carry  me  back  again  to 
the  khan  of  Meprour. 

I  knocke<l  at  the  door,  and  presently  two 
little  girl-slaves,  white  as  snow,  and  neatly 
drcH«\l,  came  and  onened  it  Be  pleased 
to  come  in,  sir,  said  tliey ;  our  mistreos 
expects  you  impat  wntly ;  these  two  da}*!  ibo 
has  talked  of  itothing  but  you.  I  entered  tho 
cotirt.  and  saw  agreatpaviUon,  raloed  upon 
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■eren  aepa.  and  Bumnindedwith  iron  rails 
thnt  pnneii  \i  froin  n  \fr\-  |)!pa«int  gnnlen. 
Bendes  (he  trrea  whichoidf  cniMliiAFd  th  i- 
ploce,  nniHbmiciinnaoTtt'iitileKliiiile.thet-i' 
WW  an  iiifi[iile  [iiiiiiber  of  oilier  irreH  KMide.l 
with  nil  Morls  oIlhiiL  I  vras  rliiimieil  iviili 
Ihe  TCarhlinjf  ol'a  ^rvM  nuiiitxTorhird?,  Ihiii 
jmned  llieir  nolo*  lo  the  murmurinffs  aC  a 
very  iiish  water-work,  in  Ihe  miiliUe  of  a 
[mrtern:  enumelled  with  tloweni.  Thi>; 
wnler-work  waa  a  very  ag-reeable  sight  . 
fcur  large  gildud  dra-ons  at  the  angles  ui' 
the  baun,  which  web  of  a.  njunre  Ibmi, 
jnouted  out  water  clearer  lhatitccl<H:ryR(al. 
Thk  delicious  pluce  cave  me  a  charmiit^'- 
Idea  of  the  conquest  flsui  mnile,  'ITie  tnn 
little  Bliives  conducted  nie  into  a  ealoori 
magnificently  fumiahed;  anil  while  one  ni' 
1h«m  went  to  acquaint  her  mlstreai  wilti 
m^  airival,  the  other  tamed  with  me,  an<i 
pointed  out  to  me  thebcautieaof  thehali. 

I  did  not  tarry  lon^  in  the  hull,  ere  iKr 
hdy  I  loved  nppenredT adorned  with  pearl- 
and  diamonds;  but  the  nilendour  ol'  h'r 
fvesSvr  outshone  that  of  her  jewels.  Htr 
Aa^E,  which  was  now  not  disguised  by  tiji 
habit  she  wore  in  the  city,  appearea  tlir> 
most  slender  and  advantageous.  I  necil 
not  mentkin  with  what  joy  we  met  ont  > 
more ;  that  far  exceeds  all  eipression.  I 
■boll  only  tell  you,  that  when  the  first  con  i- 
pUmentH  were  over,  we  sat  hoth  down  upon .  i 
HiTa,  and  there  con  verserl  together  with  tli<' 
highest  latiiifBClion.  At\er  that,  we  hrsil 
the  iiMxt  delickiua  mes^^  >«rved  up  to  ll^ 
and  ofterealing.  continued  our  con  vertatkir  I 
till  night.    At  night  we  had  excellent ' 


hoiMe,  and  wu  t«ceived  b;  her  with  h 
much  joy  as  before,  and  entertained  with 
equal  magnificence. 

Next  mnming  I  took  leave,  and  left  her 
ELn6ther  iiurse  with  filty  pieces  of  gold,  aad 
returned  to  my  khan. 

I  continued  to  visit  the  lady  evorj  day, 
and  to  leave  her  every  time  a  pune  with 
Ktty  pleceiiorgold,  till  the  merchiuittwfaom 
I  employed  to  sell  my  goods,  and  whom 
I  visited  regularly  twice  a  week,  owed  me 
notliing :  aitd,  in  short.  I  came  at  last  to  be 
moneyless,  and  hopeless  of  having  any 

In  this  dcxperate  condition,  I  walked  oi 


where  ihere  was  a  great  crowd  of  pe^qile  to 

see  a  show  given  by  the  sulian  a  Egyyd. 
As  soon  as  I  came  up  to  Ihem,  I  wedged  in 
j  among  the  ctowd,  and  hy  chance  ha|)pened 
j  to  stand  by  a  horseman  well  mounted,  and 
handsomely  ckjtlied,  who  hail  upon  the  pom- 
mel of  bis  saddle  a  bag,  half  o|ten,  with  n 
I  string  of  green  silk  hanging  out  of  it  I 
I  dapped  my  hand  to  the  bag,  concluding  the 
Bilk  twist  might  be  the  string  of  a  purse 
within  the  b^ :  in  the  mean  linie,  a  porter 
with  a  load  oT  wood  upon  his  back,  passed 
I  by  the  other  side  of  the  horse,  bo  near  that 
j  the  gentleman  on  horseback  wbf  iarr«d  lo 
lum  his  head  lownrda  him,  to  avoid  being 
hurt,  orhavinghisclotheBtomby  the  wood. 
In  that  moment  did  the  devil  tem|it  me  ;  I 
took  Ihe  airing  in  one  hand,  and  with  the 


■ound  of  musical  instrument^  joined  to  tli.' 
mices  of  the  slaves.  The  lady  erf"  the  hout-i 
aung  herseli;  and  by  her  songs  ruined  nn 


IT"- 1  bodyjierci 
111,,   andldid 


oCideaaure. 


morning  I  slipt  under  the  bolster  i.i 
UK  uru  the  pun«  with  the  fil\y  pieces  <<l 
(old  I  had  brought  with  me,  and  took  leav  < 
oTthe  lady,  who  asked  me  when  I  wouM 
•ec  her  a^un.  MadEim.  miid  I,  I  gi\'c  yi"i  ■ 
my  promise  to  return  this  night  EUieseeTii-l 
edtobe  transportol  with  my  answer,  atui 
coiiductin>  me  to  the  door,  conjured  me  ;it 
parting  lobe  mindful  of  my  promise. 

The  mme  man  that  had  carried  me  thii- 
ther,  waileil  lor  nie  with  his  ilw.  whicli  I 
mounted,  and  went  din<cily  to  tlie  khan. 
ordering  the  man  tocome  to  me  again  in  tdi' 
eflcmoon  at  a  certain  hour:  to  wcun- 
which,  I  would  not  jiay  him  till  that  tinii- 

Ai<  soon  B^  I  amved  at  my  lodging,  n  i  \ 
first  care  was  toonler  my  people  to  bu);  i 
«ood  lamb,  and  sei  erol  aorta  of  cnkee,  whicl  i 
laent  by  a  porter  aa  a  present  to  the  lad  ^ , 
When  tnat  wo*  dcme,  I  attended  to  my  mlj- 
flaaboMDeM  tin  the  owner  of  the  am  cam*'. 
Then  I  went  kloog  with  him  to  the  lad}  > 


trt'  what  I  had  done  while  his  henij  w__ 
Inmed,  presently  put  hia  hand  to  his  bag, 
and  finding  his  purse  was  gone,  gave  me 
mch  a  blow  that  he  knocked  me  down. 
This  violence  sJtocked  all  who  saw  it ;  some 
look  holil  (ri'  the  horse's  bridle,  to  stop  the 

gentleman,  and  asked  him,  what  reann  he 
ad  lo  strike  me,  or  how  he  came  to  treat  a 
Mussulman  allct  that  rate.  Do  not  vou 
<  trouble  youTwIves.  said  he  briskly ;  I  had 
n  for  wliat  I  did :  Ihia  iellow  n  a  thief. 


a  liur.  Ibrlhat  it 
credible  a  younR  roan  such  aa  I,  should  be 
guilty  of  Bu  hniie  on  actMNi ;  but  while  they 
were  holiling  his  horw  by  llie  brkile  to  lii- 
vour  my  e.<npe,  unlbrtunately  immed  by 
the  judge,  wlm  aeeu^  such  a  CHnvd  about 
the  ^nllemiu)  on  horseback  and  nie,  came 
up  ami  asked  what  the  matter  was.  Every 
body  present  reflected  on  the  itentleman  to- 
treating  me  ao  unjustly  upon  tho  premm 
oi'  robbery, 

The  judge  dH  nrtctve  ear  to  all  that  waa 
said :  iNit  aaked  tb«  eafalivr  if  he  ■uapeeted 
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liny  body  eke  beside  me  7  TJic  caval ier  told 
liim  lie  did  not,  and  gave  hid  reai»ns  whv  lie 
believed  his  suspicions  not  to  be  ^roundIc»». 
Upon  thi6,  the  judge  onlered  Iiis  ibllowers  to 
BCize  me,  and  search  me,  which  they  prc- 
nentJy  did;  arid  finding  the  purse  u]X)n  nic, 
exposed  it  to  the  view  of  all  tlie  {>eopIe. 
Tin  disgrace  was  so  great,  I  could  not  boar 
it,  but  swooned  away.  In  the  mean  time 
Ihe  judge  called  for  the  purse. 

When  he  had  |^ot  it  in  his  hand,  he  af^kod 
the  horseman  if  it  was  his,  and  how  much 
inuncy  was  in  it  The  cavalier  knew  it  to 
be  his  own,  and  a^^ured  the  ju(l<?e  he  luul 
put  twenty  aequintf  into  it.  U\)on  which,  the 
judge  called  me  l)elbre  him :  Come,  :^'()nn<^ 
mau,  said  he,  coniesri  tlie  truth ;  was  it  ^'ou 
that  took  Uie  gentleman's  purse  I'rom  Inm  ? 
Do  not  wait  lor  the  torture  to  cxtoit  confes- 
sion. Then,  with  dovvnc^ist  eyes,  thinking 
within  myself,  that  if  I  denial  the  tkct,  they 
finditi^  the  purse  about  me,  would  con\ict 
me  ot  a  lie ;  to  avoid  a  double  punishment, 
I  looked  up  and  coniessed  it  was  I.  I  had 
no  sooner  made  the  confession  than  the 
judge  called  people  to  witness  it,  and  ordered 
my  nand  to  be  cut  oS.  This  sentence  was 
|Hit  in  execution  immediately  upon  the  spot, 
to  the  great  regret  of  ail  the  spectators ;  nay, 
I  observed  by  the  cavalier's  countenance, 
that  he  was  moved  with  pitv  as  much  as  tlie 
rest  The  judge  would  likewise  have  or- 
dered my  loot  to  be  cut  off'  but  I  begged 
the  cavalier  to  intercede  for  my  par£)n, 
which  he  did^  and  obtained  it. 

Wlien  the  judge  was  fjone,  the  cavalier 
came  up  to  me,  and  holding  out  the  purse, 
I  see  plainl)^,  said  he,  that  necessity  put  you 
upon  an  action  so  disgraceful  and  imworthy 
of  such  a  handsome  young  man  as  you  are. 
Here,  take  that  fatal  puree ;  I  freely  give  it 
you,  and  am  heartily  sorry  for  the  misfor- 
tune you  have  undergone.  This  said,  he 
went  away ;  and  I  being  very  weak  by  loss 
of  bkxxi,  some  of  the  good  people  of  the 
neSghbourliood  had  the  charity  to  carr>;  me 
into  a  house,  and  gave  me  a  glass  of  wine : 
thcv  likewise  dreaaed  iny  arm,  and  wrauixsa 
up  the  dinmembered  hand  in  a  cloth,  wliich 
I  carricci'  away  with  me  fastened  to  my 
girdle. 

If  I  had  returned  to  the  khan  of  Mesrour 
in  this  melancholy  condition,  I  should  not 
have  found  there  such  relief  as  I  wanted ; 
and  to  otier  to  go  to  the  young  lady  was 
running  a  great  nazard,  it  being  hkely  she 
would  not  look  uion  me  afler  she  heaid  of 
my  disgrace.  I  resolved,  however,  to  out  it 
to  the  trial ;  and  to  tire  out  the  crown  that 
followed  me,  I  turned  down  several  by- 
streets, and  at  last,  arrived  at  the  lady's 
house  very  weak,  and  so  much  fatigued, 
that  I  presently  threw  myself  down  upon  a 
sofa,  keeping  my  right  arm  under  my  gar- 
ment, for  I  took  great  care  to  conceal  my 
misfortune. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  lady,  hearing  ofmy 
arrival,  and  that  I  was  not  well,  came  to  mo 


in  all  lias^tc,  an<l  seeing  me  pale  and  dcgect 
0(1,  My  dcjir  houI,  sjiid  a^he,  what  is  the  mat 
tor  with  you  ?— Madam^  siiid  I,  disseniblinf^ 
I  have  got  a  violent  pam  in  my  head.  The 
lady  seemed  to  be  much  concerned,  and 
asked  me  to  ti'ii  down,  for  I  had  got  up  to 
receive  her.  Tell  me,  said  sfie.  how  your 
illness  came :  the  last  time  I  had  theplea- 
sure  to  see  you,  you  were  very  well.  Ijiere 
must  be  somethini^  elnii  tii.'U  you  conceal 
from  me ;  let  me  know  what  it  i&.  I  stood 
silent,  and  iiktead  of  an  answer,  teai* 
trickled  down  my  cheeks.  I  cannot  con- 
ceive, said  slie,  what  it  is  tliat  afflicts  ycHL. 
Have  I  unthinkingly  given  youanyoccasioo 
of  uneiisincss?  Or  do  you  come  on  purpose 
to  tell  me  you  no  longer  love  me  ?— It  is  not 
that,  madiun,  siiid  I,  fetching  a  deep  sigh ; 
your  unjust  suspicion  is  an  additksn  to  mjr 
misfortune. 

I  could  not  think  o(*  discovering  to  her  the 
true  cause.  When  night  came,  supper  was 
brou^ht^  and  she  prestsed  me  to  eat  -,  but 
considering  I  could  only  feed  myself  with 
my  let!  hand,  I  begged  to  be  excusec^  upon 
the  plea  of  having  no  ai  >petite.  Your  appe- 
tite will  return,  said  she,  if  you  w*ould  but 
discover  what  you  so  obstinatdy  liide  fran 
me.  Your  inappetency,  without  doubt,  is 
only  owin^  to  vour  irresolutkm. — ^Alas! 
madam,  said  I,  I  find  I  must  resolve  at  last. 
I  had  no  sooner  spoke  these  words,  than  dbe 
filled  me  a  cup  full  of  wine,  and  offering  it 
to  me.  Drink  that,  siiid  she,  it  will  give  you 
courage.  I  reached  out  my  lefl  hand,  and 
took  the  cup. 

Wlien  I  had  got  the  cup  in  rny  hand,  I 
redoubled  my  tears ^uid  sighs.  Wmr  doyoa 
sigh  and  weep  so  bitterly  ?  said  toe  lady: 
and  why  do  you  take  the  cup  with  your  left 
hand,  rather  than  your  right  ?— An  I  ma- 
dam, said  I.  excuse  me,  1  beseech  you ;  I 
have  a  swelling  in  my  right  himd. — hei,  mm 
see  tliat  swelling,  said  she :  I  will  open  it. 
I  desired  to  be  excused,  alleging  it  was  not 
ripe  enouif  h  tor  opening !  and  drank  oiTtbe 
cup,  wliich  W(is  very  large.  The  fumes  ei 
tlie  wine,  joined  to  my  weaknea  and  wea- 
riness, Eet  me  asleep^  and  I  slept  very 
soundly  till  next  monun^. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  lady  cunous  to 
know  what  ailed  my  right  hand,  lifted  up 
my  garment  that  covered  it,  and  saw  to  her 
great  astonishment  that  it  was  cut  off,  and 
that  I  had  brought  it  abng  with  me  wrapt 
up  in  a  cloth.  She  pre?«ntly  appreheikied 
what  was  my  reason  for  declining  a  dis- 
covery, notwithstanding  all  her  preann^  so- 
licitation, and  passed  the  night  in  the  great- 
est uneasiness  upon  my  disgrace,  whicn  she 
concluded  had  been  occasioned  only  bj  the 
love  I  bore  to  her. 

When  I  awaked,  I  discerned  bv  her  ooua- 
tenance,  that  she  was  extremely  grieved. 
However,  that  she  might  not  increase  mr 
uneasinesB,  she  said  not  a  word.  She  called 
for  jellv  broth  of  fowl,  which  she  had  order- 
ed to  be  prepared,  and  made  me  eat  and 
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drink  to  recruit  my  sti^ngth.  Af\er  that,  I 
offered  to  take  leave  ol'her,  but  she  declared 
I  should  not  go  out  ot  her  doore.  Though 
you  tell  me  nothing  oi'the  matter,  said  me, 
I  am  persuaded  I  am  the  cause  of  the  mi»- 
foituoe  that  has  betalien  yoa  The  ^et* 
that  I  feel  u^i  that  score  will  quickly 
make  an  end  ot  me ;  but  before  I  die,  1  mu?t 
execute  a  design  tor  your  benefit  She  had 
no  sooner  said  the  word  than  she  called  for 
a  judfe  and  witnedSQB,  and  ordered  a  writing 
to  be  drawn  up,  putting  me  in  poaseasbn  oT 
her  whole  property.  Afler  this  was  done, 
and  every  body  difonisRed,  she  opened  a  large 
trunk,  where  lay  all  the  purses  I  had  given 
her  from  the  commencement  of  our  amour. 
TTiere  they  are  all  entire,  said  slie  *,  I  have 
not  touched  one  of  them :  here  is  the  key : 
take  it,  for  all  is  yours.  Afler  I  had  returned 
her  thanks  tor  her  generosity  and  goodness : 
What  I  have  done  for  >'oil  said  she,  is  no- 
thing ;  I  shall  not  be  satisfied  unless  I  die. 
to  s£>w  how  much  I  love  you.  I  coi^urea 
her  by  all  the  powers  of  love,  to  give  up 
such  a  fktal  resolutbn.  But  all  my  remon- 
itrances  were  ineffectual ;  she  was  so  afflict- 
ed to  see  me  have  but  one  hand,  that  she 
ackened,  and  died  aller  five  or  six  weeks' 
iUneas. 

Afler  mourning  for  her  death  as  long  as 
was  decent,  I  took  posdesskxi  of  all  her  es- 
tate, a  particular  account  of  whkh  she  gave 
me  oelofe  she  died,  and  the  com  you  sold 
for  me  waa  part  of  it 

What  I  have  now  told  you  will  plead  my 
excuse  lor  eating  with  my  lefl  hand.  I  am 
highly  obliged  to  >'ou  for  the  trouble  you 
have  given  /ourseif  on  my  account  I  can 
never  sufficiently  recompense  your  fidelity. 
Since,  thanks  to  God,  I  nave  still  a  compe- 
tent estate,  notwithstanding  I  have  spent  a 
great  deed,  I  beg  you  to  accept  of  the  sum 
DOW  in  your  hand,  as  a  present  from  me. — 
Over  and  above,  this,  I  have  a  proposal 
to  make  to  you ;  since  by  reason  of  this  fatal 
accident  1  am  obliged  to  depart  from  Cairo, 
I  am  resolved  never  to  see  it  more.  If  you 
choose  to  accompeufiy  me,  we  will  trade  to- 
gether as  equal  partners,  and  divide  the 
profit 

I  thanked  the  young  man,  sakl  the  Chris- 
tian merchant,  for  the  present  he  had  made 
gte :  and  as  to  the  proposal  of  travelling 
with  him,  I  willingly  embraced  it,  asuring 
hhn,  that  his  interest  should  always  be  as 
dear  to  me  as  my  own. 

We  fixed  a  day  for  our  departure,  and 
aooordingly  entered  upon  our  travels.  We 
pewsed  through  Syria  and  Mesopotamia, 
travelled  all  over  Fersia,  and  afler  stopping 
at  several  cities,  came  at  last,  sir,  to  your 
capital  Some  time  afler  our  arrival  in  this 
puMce,  the  young  man  having  formed  a  de- 
sign of  returning  to  Persia,  and  se^'* — 
tbore,  we  balanced  our  accounts  and 
Tery  £ood  friends.    He  went  from 


and  i,arjOOQtinue  here  in  your  majesty^ 
service.  This  is  the  story  I  had  to  tell  you : 

20 


does  not  your  maiedty  find  it  more  saipri- 
sing  thari  that  of  the  crooked  buffoon  ? 

The  sultan  of  Coagar  fell  into  a  panon 
against  the  Christian  merchant  You  are 
very  bold,  «aid  he,  to  tell  me  a  story  so  little 
worth  my  hearing,  and  then  to  compare  it  to 
that  of  my  jester.  Can  you  flatter  yoursetf* 
so  far  as  to  believe  that  the  trifling  adven- 
tures of  a  yoxxng  debauchee  can  make  such 
an  impression  upon  me  as  those  of  my  jes- 
ter ?  I  will  hang  3rou  all  four,  to  revenge 
his  death. 

Hearing  this,  the  purveyor  fell  down 
frighted  at  the  sultan's  feet  Sir,  said  he,  1 
humbly  beseech  your  majesty  to  suspend 
^ur  just  wrath,  and  hear  my  story;  and  if 
it  appears  to  your  majesty  to  be  prettier 
than  that  of  your  iester,  to  pardon  us  aU 
four.  The  sultan  naving  granted  this  re- 
quest, the  purve3ror  began  tnus: 

TTie  Story  told  bg  the  Sultan  qfCoigar'g 

Purveyor,    . 

Sir,— A  ^rson  of  quality  invited  me  yes- 
terday to  his  daughter's  wedding :  I  went 
to  hk  house  in  the  evening,  at  the  hour  ap- 
pointed, and  found  there  a  large  oompaoiy 
of  doctors,  ministers  of  justice,  and  othera  of 
the  best  quality  in  the  city.  Afler  the  cere- 
mony was  over,  we  had  a  splendid  feast ; 
and  among  other  thinss  set  upon  the  tabks, 
there  was  a  course  with  garlic  sauce,  which 
indeed  was  very  delicx>u8.  and  coveted  by 
every  body ;  we  observed,  however,  that  one 
of  the  guests  did  not  offer  to  touch  it,  though 
it  stood  just  before  him,  and  we  invited  hmi 
to  do  as  we  did.  But  he  conjured  us  not  to 
press  him  upon  that  head.  I  will  take  care, 
said  he,  not  to  touch  any  dish  that  has  gariio 
in  it ;  1  remember  too  well  what  the  tasting 
ofsuch  an  one  cost  me  once  before.  We  en- 
treated him  tP  tell  us  what  was  the  occasioo 
of  his  strong  aversbn  to  gariio^  hut  before 
he  had  time  to  make  answer,  Is  it  &us,  said 
the  master  of  the  house,  that  yoa  honour  my 
table?  This  ragout  is  excellent,  do  not  ymi 
pretend  to  be  excused  from  eating  of^  it ; 
you  must  do  me  that  &vour  as  well  as  the 
rest— Sir,  said  the  gentleman,  who  was  ft 
Bagdad  merchant,  ihope  ;rou  do  not  think  I 
refuse  to  eat  it  out  of  a  mistaken  meety :  if 
you  will  have  me  eat  of  it,  I  will  do  it  ,*  m 
still  upon  this  conditkxi,  that  after  eating  of 
it,  I  ma^  wash  my  hands,  with  Tour  ([ood 
leave,  forty  times  with  aKali,**  forty  ttmei 
more  with  the  ashes  of  the  same  plant,  and 
forty  times  again  with  soap.  I  hofM  yon 
will  not  takeu  ill  that  I  stipulate  this  eondi- 
tkm,  in  pursuance  of  an  oath  I  have  made 
never  to  taste  garlic  without  obeenring  it 

Tlie  master  of  the  house  would  not  dis- 
pense with  the  merchant  {ram  eating  of  the 
ragout  with  garlic,  and  therefore  ordered 
his  servant  to  get  read/a  hann  with  water, 
together  with  alcali,  toe  ashesoTthe 
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plant,  and  soap,  thiil  tlie  merchant  mij^Iit 
whkH  as  otien  as  he  pleiised.  When  every 
tiling  was  eot  reiidy,  Now.  KiJd  he  to  tlie 
merchant,  L  hope  you  will  (\p  as  we  do. 

I'he  merchant,  disi»]ea*5ca  witli  the  vio- 
lence that  was  onered  him,  reached  out  his 
KbjuI,  and  took  up  a  bit,  which  he  put  to 
his  mouth  trembling,  and  cat  with  a  reluc- 
tance ttiat  surprised;  us  aU.  But  what  sur- 
prised us  most  of  all  wiut,  that  he  had  only 
lour  fingers  and  no  thumb,  wliich  none  of 
us  observed  betbre,  though  he  had  eat  of 
other  dishes.  You  have  lost  your  thumb, 
■Aid  the  matter  ot'thc  house ;  by  wl^t  acci- 
oent  ?  It  must  have  been  occasioned  by 
some  extraordinary  accident,  a  relation  of 
which  will  be  agreeable  to  tlie  company. — 
Sir,  replied  the  mercliant,  I  have  no  thumb 
on  the  right  nor  on  tJie  lett  liand.  In  speak- 
ing this,  he  put  out  liis  leil  hand,  and  «ho w- 
edthat  what  he  said  was  true.  But  this  is 
not  all,  continued  he :  ii'you  will  believe  me, 
I  have  no  great  toe  on  either  of  my  foet :  I 
was  maim&d  in  this  manner  b  v  an  uidicard 
of  adventure,  which  I  am  willing  to  relate 
to  you,  if  you  will  have  the  patience  to  hear 
me.  The  relation  will  equtUly  raise  your 
astonishment  and  pitv.  Only  sufier  me  to 
wash  my  hands  first  With  this  he  rose  from 
the  table,  and  afler  wasliing  liis  hands  a 
hundred  and  twenty  times,  took  his  place 
•gain,  and  recomitea  his  story  as  fbUows : 

jTou  must  know,  gentlemen,  tliat  in  the 
reign  of  the  caliph  Haroun  Alnifchid,  my 
iktEer  lived  in  Bagdad,  the  place  of  my  na- 
tivity, and  was  reputed  one  of  the  richest 
mercnants  in  the  city.  But  being  a  man 
addicted  to  his  pleasures,  and  neglecting 
bis  private  a&irs,  instead  of  leaving  me  a 
plentiful  fortune  at  his  death,  he  left  me  in 
such  a  aituiUiMi,  that  all  mv  economy  was 
•carcely;  sufficient  to  clear  ofinis  debts.  How- 
ever, with  difficulty,  I  paid  them  all,  and 
through  my  induieiry  and  care,  my  little 
Ibr^ine  began  to  wear  a  smiling  aspect 

One  morning,  as  I  opened  my  shop,  a 
lady,  mounted  unon  a  mule,  ana  attended 
by  an  eunuch  ana  two  slaves,  stopped  near 
my  shop  door,  and  with  the  aadstance  of 
tfa^  eunuch's  hand,  alighted.  Madam,  said 
the  eunuch,  1  told  you  you  would  be  too 
Kxm;  ][ou  see  there  is  nobody  yet  in  the 
b^Mstem;  if  you  had  taken  mv  advice, 
70U  might  have  saved  yourself  the  trouble 
of  waitiar  here.  The  lady  looked  all  round 
W,  and  miding  there  was  no  shop  open  but 
mine,  addressed  hereelf  to  me,  asking  leave 
to  sit  in  my  shop  till  the  rest  of  the  mer- 
ohants  oame.  1  could  do  no  less  than  re- 
turn a  civil  answer,  and  mvite  the  lady  into 
mytbop. 

The  lady  sat  down  in  my  shop,  and 
obMrving  there  was  nobody  m  the  whole 
hegeitein  but  the  eunuch  and  m^yself  unco- 
vered her  face  to  take  the  air;  and  I  must 
«3rl  never  saw  so  beautiful  a  peraon.  I  no 
sooner  had  a  sight  df  her  face,  than  I  con- 
eeived  n  paaaon  for  her.    I  nxed  my  eyes 


u|X)ii  her,  and  |«rcrivod  that  she  was  not 
(lji?pleiu«ed  with  my  u«rling,  lor  i?hc  gave  me 
:i  iiill  opportunity  to  look  on  her,  and  did  not 
cover  her  liice  but  when  she  was  afraid  of 
being  taken  notice  of. 

After  she  had  pulled  down  her  veil  a^ain, 
she  told  me  she  wanted  ticveral  sorts  of  the 
richcist  and  finest  stufls,  and  asked  me  if  1 
had  them.  A\un !  madam,  said  I,  I  am  but 
a  voung  man,  and  jukI  beginning  the  world, 
I  have  not  srlockenouir!i  lor  such  great  con- 
cern^?, luid  it  is  a  moititicatiun  to  me  that  I 
have  nothing  to  hIiow  you  that  will  suit  you: 
but  to  save  you  the  ti-ouble  of  going  from 
shop  to  Bliop,  as  tiiKHi  us  the  merchants 
come,  I  w^iil  go,  if  you  plva>«,  and  letrh 
from  ilieni  what  you  want,  with  the  loivest 
prices,  and  so  you  mav  do  your  businese 
without  going  any  fail  her.  Slie  complied 
with  my  proixteai,  and  entered  into  dis- 
course with  me,  which  continued  so  much 
the  longer,  as  I  made  her  beheve  the 
merchants  that  could  furnish  what  she 
wanted  were  not  yet  come. 

I  was  no  less  charmed  with  her  wit  than 
I  had  been  before  with  the  beauty  of  her 
face ;  but  there  was  a  necemity  of^denyiw 
myself  the  pleasure  of  her  conversatbn.  1 
ran  out  to  see  for  the  stuf&  she  wanted ; 
and  at\er  she  had  pitched  upon  what  she 
liked^  we  agreed  for  five  thousand  drachm* 
of  corned  suver.  I  wrapped  up  the  stufie 
in  a  small  bundle,  and  gave  it  to  the  eunuch, 
who  put  it  under  his  arm.  This  done,  riie 
rose  and  took  leave.  I  followed  her  with 
my  eyes  till  she  had  reached  the  bezestein 
gate,  and  even  afler  she  had  mounted  her 
mule  again. 

The  lady  had  no  sooner  disappeared,  than 
I  i)erceived  that  love  had  caured  me  to  com- 
mit a  great  neglect  It  had  so  cr^raaed 
my  thoughts,  tlmt  I  did  not  reflect  that  ibe 
went  away  without  paying  the  money,  nei- 
ther had  I  the  thought  to  ask  who  she  wai 
or  where  she  dwelt.  However,  I  conndered 
I  was  accountable  for  a  large  sura  to  the 
merchants,  who,  perhaps,  would  not  have 
the  patience  to  stay  for  their  moneys  and 
so  r  went  to  them,  and  made  the  msst  ex- 
cuse I  could,  pretending  that  I  knew  the 
lady ;  and  then  came  home  aeain,  equall^r 
affected  with  love,  and  with  the  burden  ot 
such  a  heavy  debt 

I  had  desired  my  creditors  to  stay  eight 
days  for  their  monev ;  and  when  eight  day* 
were  passed,  they  did  not  fail  to  dun  me.-» 
Then  I  entreated  them  to  give  me  &ght 
days  more,  which  thev  agreed  to ;  and  the 
very  next  day  I  saw  tJie  lady  come  to  the 
bezestein,  mounted  on  her  mule,  with  tha 
same  atten<lantR  as  before,  and  exactly  at 
the  same  hour  of  the  day. 

She  came  straight  to  my  ahoo.  I  have 
made  you  stay  some  time,  said  she,  but 
here  is  >'our  money  at  last ;  cany  it  to  the 
banker,  and  see  it  is  all  good  and  right. 
The  eunuch,  who  brought  me  the  money, 
went  along  with  me  to  the  banker,  and 
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found  it  very  ri^ht  I  returned,  and  had 
the  happiness  of  conversing  with  the  lady 
till  all  die  shopt^  of  the  bezestein  were  open. 
Though  we  tulked  but  of  ordinary  things, 
■he  gave  them  such  a  turn,  that  they  ap- 
peared new  and  uncommon;  and  convinc- 
ed me  that  I  was  not  mistaken  in  admiring 
her  wit  at  our  first  interview. 

Ab  soon  as  the  merchants  had  arrived 
and  o|>ened  their  shops,  I  carried  to  Uie 
respective  owners  the  money  due  for  their 
stum,  and  was  readily  entrusteil  with 
more,  which  the  lady  had  desired  to  see. 
She  chose  some  from  these  to  tiic  value  of 
one  thousand  pieces  of  gold,  and  carried 
them  away  as  betbre  without  |)ayin<i: :  nay, 
without  spcakin?  a  word,  or  iiitorininsr  me 
who  she  was.  What  di^t^efl^^e^l  me  waH 
the  consideration  that  while  at  thi^  nite  nhc 
ridced  nothing,  she  lell  me  without  any 
mcurity  agahist  being  mailc  an«nvemblc 
Ibr  the  goods  in  case  site  did  not  return. 
She  has  pai<l  me,  thougirt  1,  a  con^idemblc 
sum;  but  she  leaves  me  responsible  tor  n 
greater.  Surely  c^lie  cannot  oe  a  cheat ;  it 
M  not  possible  she  can  have  any  such  de- 
mgn  as  to  inveigle  me  to  mv  ruin.  The  mer- 
chants do  not  know  her;  tTiey  will  all  come 
upon  me.  In  short,  my  love  was  not  so  pow- 
erful as  to  stifle  the  uneasiness  1  ielt^  when  I 
reflected  upooallthe  circumstancesm  which 
i  was  placed.  A  whole  month  pamed  before 
I  heard  any  thing  of  tlie  lady  again ;  and 
during  that  time  my  alarm  increased.  T  he 
merchants,  were  imnatient  for  their  money. 
and  to  satiiQr  them,  i  was  gx>ing  to  sell  off  all 
1  had,  when  one  morning  the  Edy  returned 
with  the  flame  equipage  as  before. 

Take  your  weights,  said  she.  and  weigh 
the  gold  I  have  brought  you.  These  words 
dispelled  my  fear,  and  mfiamed  my  love. 
Before  we  counted  the  money,  slie  asked 
me  eeveml  questbns,  and  paiticularly  if  I 
wai  married.  I  answered  I  never  hadoeen. 
Then  reaching  out  the  gold  to  the  eunuch, 
let  xm  have  your  interpositran,  said  kIic, 
to  accommodate  our  matters.  Upon  which 
the  eunuch  fell  a  laughing,  and  calling  me 
aside,  made  me  weigh  the  gold.  While  I 
was  thus  occupied,  the  eunuch  whispc^rod 
in  my  ear— I  know  by  jrour  eyes  >'ou  love 
this  lady,  and  am  surprised  you  have  not 
the  courage  to  disclose  your  {Kuvion.  She 
kwes  you  more  ardently  than  you  do  her. 
Do  not  imagine  tliat  she  hiiF  any  nuil  oc- 
casion for  your  Rtuf&.  She  onlv  makei!  this 
her  pretence  to  come  hero,  oocuib<c  you 
have  inspired  her  with  a  violent  passion. 
It  was  for  this  rca^n  Rht!  asked  you  if  vou 
were  married.  It  will  be  your  own  fault, 
if*  you  do  not  marr>'  her.  It  is  true.  I  repli- 
ed, I  have  had  a  'jiaivdon  for  her  from  the 
first  moment  that  I  cast  my  eyes  uix)n  her ; 
but  I  durst  not  aspire  to  the  hap])ineiM  of 
thinking  my  attachment  could  meet  her 
approbation.  I  am  entirely  hcn»,  and  Rhall 
not  fail  to  retain  a  trratctul  sense  of  >'our 
$:ood  offices  in  this  aflair.  I 


I  1  finished  weighing  the  gold,  and  while 
I  was  putting  it  into  the  bag,  the  eunuch 
tume^l  to  the  lady,  and  told  her  I  was  satis- 
fied ;  that  being  tlie  word  they  had  agreed 
upon  between  themselves.  Presently  after, 
the  lady  ruRe  and  took  her  leave;  tcdlin^ 
me  she  would  send  her  eunuch  to  me,  and 
that  I  had  only  to  obey  the  directions  be 
might  give  me  in  her  name. 

1  earned  each  of  the  mercliants  their  nM>- 
ney,  and  waited  some  days  with  impatience 
for  the  eunuch.    At  hist  he  came. 

I  received  liim  very  kindly,  and  inquired 
afler  hitt  mistress's  health.  Vou  are.  said 
he,  the  hapi>i(vt  lo>'er  in  tlie  world ;  she  is 
quite  pick  of  love  for  you,  and  k  impatient 
to  see  you ;  and  were  she  mistress  of  her 
own  conduct,  wouKl  not  fail  to  come  to  you 
herself,  and  willingly  jioss  in  your  society 
all  the  da>'s  of  her  life.  Her  noble  mien 
and  graceful  carriage,  I  replied,  convinced 
me  that  she  was  a  lady  beyond  the  com- 
mon nmk.  You  have  not  erred  in  your 
judgment  on  that  head.f«aid  the  eunuch: 
she  is  the  favourite  of  Zobeide,  the  caliph\i 
wife,  who  is  the  more  afiectk)nately  attach* 
cd  to  her  from  Jiaving  brought  Iter  up  from 
her  infancy,  and  intrusts  lier  with  all  her 
affairR.  Having  a  wisli  to  marry,  she  has 
declared  to  her  mistress  tlmt  she  has  fixed 
her  affectrons  upon  you,  and  has  desired 
her  consent. 

Zobeide  told  her,  she  would  not  with- 
hold her  consent ;  but  that  she  would  see 
you  first,  in  order  to  judge  if  slie  had 
made  a  good  choice;  in  whk^h  case  she 
meant  herself  to  defray  the  expenses  of 
the  wedding.  Thus  you  see  your  felicity 
is  certain ;  since  you  have  plea2>ed  the  fa- 
vourite,  you  will  be  equally  agreeable  to 
the  mistreiK,  who  seeks  only  to  obh'^  her, 
and  would  by  no  means  thwart  her  inclina- 
tk>n.  All  you  have  to  do  is  to  come  to  the 
palace.  I  am  sent  hither  to  invite  you  as 
soon  as  you  determine  to  go. 

My  resolution  is  already  formed,  said  I, 
and  I  am  ready  to  follow  you  whitherso- 
ever you  please  to  conduct  me. 

Very  well,  said  the  eunuch ;  but  you 
know  men  arc  not  allowed  to  enter  the 
ladies'  apartments  in  the  palace,  and 
you  murt  be  introduced  with  great  seero- 
cy.  The  fii\*ourite  lady  has  contrived  the 
matter  well.  On  your  side  you  must  act 
vour  part  discreetly ;  for  if  you  do  not,  yoor 
life  is  at  ptake. 

I  gave  him  rcpeatetl  mvurances  punc- 
tually to  perform  whatever  he  might 
require.  Then,  said  ho,  in  the  evening, 
yot)  must  be  at  the  mo^pic  built  by  the 
caliph's  lady  on  the  bank  of  the  Tigris, 
and  wait  thn*c  till  soinchody  comes  to  con- 
duct you.  To  thl-»  I  agreed ;  and  after 
passing  the  day  in  great  im|)attence,  went 
m  the  evening  to  the  pniyer  that  is  said 
an  hour  and  a  half  after  sunset  in  the 
mosauc,  and  remained  there  atlcr  all  the 
people  had  departed. 
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Soon  after  1  saw  a  boat  makini^  up  to  the 
nooiuet  the  rowere  of  whkh  were  all  eu- 
nuciit,  who  came  on  shore  and  put  several 
targe  tronks  into  tlie  mosque,  and  then  re- 
tire ;  only  one  of  them  staid  behind,  whom 
I  perceived  to  be  the  same  eunuch  tluit  had 
all  akMijg:  accompanied  the  lady,  and  had 
been  wnh  me  that  morning.  I  saw  the  lady 
also  enter  the  moeque ;  and  making  up  to 
her,  told  her  1  was  ready  to  obey  her  oraers. 
We  have  no  time  to  lose,  said  she;  and 
opening  one  of  the  trunks,  bid  me  get  into  it. 
that  being  necessary  both  lor  >'our  safety  ana 
mine.  ¥  e^r  nothing,  added  she ;  leave  the 
management  of  all  to  me.  I  considered 
with  myself,  I  had  fone  too  far  to  recede, 
and  so  obeyed  her  oraers ;  and  she  immedi- 
ately kicked  the  trunk.  This  done,  the 
eunuch  her  confidant  called  the  other  eu- 
nuchs who  had  brought  in  the  trunks,  and 
ordered  them  to  carry  them  on  board  again. 
The  lady  and  eunuch  re-embarked,  and 
the  boatmen  rowed  to  Zobeide's  apartinent. 

In  the  mean  time  I  reflected  very  senous- 
ly  upon  the  danger  to  whkh  I  had  exposed 
myself,  and  made  vows  and  prayers,  though 
it  was  then  too  late. 

The  boat  stopped  at  the  palace  gate,  and 
the  trunks  were  carried  into  the  apartment 
of  the  officer  of  the  eunuchs,  who  keeps  the 
key  of  the  ladies  apartments,  and  suffers 
nothing  to  enter  without  a  narrow  insjpec- 
tkm.  The  ofiker  was  then  in  bed,  and  there 
was  &  necessity  of  calling  him  up. 

The  officer  oif  the  eunuchs  was  anffry  that 
they  should  break  his  rest,  and  cliia  the  fa- 
vourite lady  severely  tor  coming  home  so 
late.  You  shall  not  come  off  so  easily  as 
you  think  for,  said  he:  not  one  of  tficse 
trunla  sliall  pass  till  I  have  opened  them 
everyone.  At  the  same  time  he  commanded 
the  eunuch  to  bring  them  before  him,  and 
open  them  one  by  one.  The  first  thev  be- 
gan with  was  that  wherein  I  lay,  whkii  put 
me  into  incxpreteible  fear. 

The  favourite  ladv^  who  had  the  key  of 
that  trunk,  protested  it  should  not  be  opened. 
You  know  very  well,  said  slie,  I  brin^  do- 
Ihing  hither  but  what  is  for  the  use  ol  Z<>- 
bekie,  your  mistress  and  niine.  This  tnink 
continued  she,  is  filled  with  rich  goods  that 
I  hod  from  some  merchants  lately  arrived, 
befiklrsa  numberofbotttcAofZcnizem  watiT 
sent  Irom  Morcit  ;*  and  if  miy  of  tiiese  t>liould 
hup|)en  to  break,  the  goods  will  be  s|M>iled, 
and  then  yon  must  nn^'wer  lor  themj'de- 

S!^ndon  it,  /oheide  will  rofjt^ntyouriruiolrnce. 
he  insisted  upon  this^  in  so  peremptory 
terms,  that  the  officer  did  not  dare  to  take 
upon  him  to  often  oiiy  of  the  trunkH.  Let 
them  go,  said  he  angrily ;  you  may  carry 

*  ThcTP  \u  ■  fountain  st  M<wcb,  which,  sc- 
conlinff  to  the  MahoiiM*tatiii|  in  the  upriiiff  tliat 
Gnd  Miowrd  to  HafFtr,  after  Abrahajn  wat 
«)hli|rfd  to  put  tier  awny.  The  water  of  thin 
apriiii;  is  drank  bv  wiiy  <if  Ji-votitui,  aiw!  in  sent 
in  pn'MMil*  to  tlie  i»riiui*ff  and  jirijH*eiw«. 


them  off.  Upon  that  the  wonieird  apart- 
ment was  opened,  and  all  the  trunks  were 
carried  in. 

They  were  scarcely  got  in,  when  all  out 
sudden  I  heard  the  people  cry,  Here  is  the 
caliph !  here  comes  the  cahph  1  Thii  pot 
me  m  such  a  flight,  that  I  wonder  I  did  not 
die  upon  the  ^)ot,  for  it  really  waa  the 
ccdiph.  Wiiat  hast  thou  got  in  these  trunkv? 
said  he  to  the  favourite.— &me  stuA,  mid 
she,  lately  arrived,  which  your  uajeiA^ 
lady  had  a  mind  to  see. — Open  them,  cned 
he,  and  let  me  see  them,  one  pretended  to 
excuse  herself,  alleging  the  stuns  were  ootf 
proner  for  ladies,  and  thfii  by  opening  them 
his  lady  would  be  deprivetl  of  the  pteasure 
of  seeing  tliem  first.  I  say,  open  them,  ciied 
the  caliph ;  I  have  a  mind  to  see  them,  and 
I  will  see  them.  She  still  represented  thai 
her  mistress  would  be  angrv  with  her  if  die 
opened  them.  No,  no,  said  he ;  I  will  en- 
ga^  she  shall  not  say  a  word  to  you  for  m 
domg :  come,  come,  open  them,  and  do  not 
keep  me  waiting  here. 

There  was  a  necessity  of  obeying,  which 
^ve  me  such  alann.  that  I  tremble  evcfjr 
time  I  think  on  it  The  caliph  sat  dowo ; 
and  the  tavourite  ordered  all  the  trunks  to 
be  brought  before  him  one  aAer  another. 
Then  she  opened  them  *,  and  to  lenjg^tbeo 
out  the  time,  showed  all  tlie  beauties  ofeach 
particular  stuff  thinking  tlierehy  to  tire  out 
his  ixitience;  but  her  stratagem  did  not 
succeed.  Being  as  unwilling  as  myaell 
to  have  the  trunk  where  I  lay  opened, 
she  letl  that  to  the  last  So  when  all  the 
rest  were  viewed.  Come,  said  the  calipb, 
make  an  end ;  let  us  see  what  is  in  that.  I 
am  at  a  low  to  tell  you  whether  I  wuk  dead 
or  alive  that  moment ;  for  I  littJc  thought  ot 
escaping  w  great  a  danger. 

\\licn  Zobeide's  tavourite  saw  that  the 
caliph  %vould  needd  have  the  trunk  open 
where  I  lav.  As  lor  this  trunk,  said  Khe,>-oiir 
inajesty  will  please  to  dis|)enFe  with  the  open- 
ing of  it :  there  are  nonie  tilings  in  it  which 
1  cannot  hhow  you  without  your  lady  be  by. 
Well,  well,  Miiti  tlie  caliph,  since  it  is  sq^  I 
am  Ratisfied ;  order  the  trunks  to  be  curried 
away.  The  word  was  no  sooner  spoken 
than  the  tninkB  were  moved  into  her  cham* 
Ikt,  where  I  liesran  to  ri'vive  uguin. 

As  »ion  as  the  eunuclis  who  had  bnnighi 
them  were  gone,  she  presently  oiioiied  the 
trunk  where  I  wiw  prinuHT. '  (  onic  out, 
Kiid  slie,  g<i  up  tlit>«e  fUxmh  that  lead  to  an 
npiier  room,  and  stav  there  till  I  come.  Tlie 
(IfNir  which  ted  to  the  Ftaii-s  she  locked  utber 
I  wais  in ;  and  that  was  no  snoner  done,  tluin 
the  caliph  C4ime  and  Kiit  down  on  the  veo* 
trunk  where  I  had  U»en  cuntiiied.  l*heor- 
ration  of  thirt  vinit  was  a  motive  of  curkuity 
that  ditl  fK>t  respi^ct  me.  He  had  a  mind  tn 
questiun  the  lady  about  what  she  had  Heeii 
or  heard  in  the  city.  S)  they  dM^iursed  to- 
gether Home  while,  and  then  ho  letl  her  and 
i-e(ire<l  to  his  a|xirtmeiit. 

NVhen  she  found  the  const  clear,  she  came 
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tethechomberwheral  wu^ndmadpinii- 
Br  Kpolofie*  Tor  the  alamw  (he  hmj  Kiven 
ma.  My  uneaiineai,  (aid  iihe,  wai  no  Irm 
tilwi  youn  ;  jou  cannot  w«ll  doubl  ot'  thai, 
■neel  have  run  ihe  mme  rwk  out  oT  love 
Mt  fon :  perhaiM,  anothw  nenm  in  my  alu- 
MJon  mold  not  h«ve  haa  the  prewnce  of 
Bind  to  iiuuMfe  malteta  n  dcxtemiuJv 
npoi  10  deliutte  an  occaaon.  wh^re  R>  much 
coamice  and  prowiie*  of  mind  wete  requi- 
#tej  nnthini^  le«  than  the  kivnl  had  for  you 
ecNild  havp  inqiired  mo  with  ccwinme  to  do 
iL  But  rome,  take  heart,  now  the  diuiepr  in 
wer.  Al W  much  temli-r  dincoiinir  betwwn 
tM.  4ie  told  mpil  (Viuitiine  to^fiito  rext.  bim) 
thill  rh<:  would  n<i  liul  1o  inlmduCf  mr  to 
Zohride,  hpr  mwtron,  mtne  hour  in  momnv. 
whkh  mil  be.  very  owy :  For  the  caliph 
BPTprpfwilipr.nititedKhe.hut  ainl([ht-  hn- 
eauraced  by  ihtrae  wnnli,  I  idept  very  well ; 
or  if  mf  •le*v  wan  inlemnitnl  it  wn»  hy 
ajrremble  ilBiiuidudni.  caiwed  hy  ilie  hotmi 
mrmnyin^  a  tady,  blot  with  no  much  wit 
and  benuty. 

The  DFit  da^,  before  I  vnm  introduced  to 
ZoheMe.  her  Invourile  iiMlruclnl  me  how 
tnbelMTe.  nimliaiinr  what  (iiirntinn«  idir 
wnuU  pat  to  me.  nml  dicintiiuf  iIh'  nnMi-i-n 
I  wa>  to  ifive.  IIim  doaie.  rIio  rnrrieil  me 
inna  vrrv  mnrnilW-eril  nnd  nchly  tuniirhnl 
Ml.  1  wiw  ni  «iHii-r  niliTcd,  Ihiin  twenty 
woton)  liavw,  [ulvanced  in  iu;e.  iltriMMl  in 
tirh  an)  unilorm  IiiiIiiIh.  ciuiie  mil  <N'  7ia- 
bctde*.!  nrartmeiil.  ainl  |>1nci-il  llirnMclve* 
vemtKxtnitlt-bdoretlieilirutie  iiiiumrquHl 
loW«  ;  thry  inTn-  li41owiil  hv  tivt-iity  mher 
yaunffrr  liiilie*  elothtil  urli-r  Ihe  Bimi'  man- 
nrr,  only  tlteir  hidiii-  tiiiiiMriil  r>imcwhal 

C»er.  In  the  midilli''!!'  ifn«'iiW"TirvdZ<v 
iilr,  with  It  inuin4iriLir.  iukIiuIdiIcii  vrith 
■ewplilhaltlufCouiilMTairi-wiitk.  Sliewriit 
and  ■tldnwnoti  ihc  liiniiH'.nmhJK-ruvnui- 
>te  Udr.  >vIk>  hail  itcmmiainieit  hir.  utood 
iim  by  her  on  tier  rurhi  hninl ;  ihr  mhrr  k- 
diM;  who  vrt-n  iluvftis  beins  I'lnceil  "t  lome 
dHtonec  un  eneh  ade  ot'  the  throne. 
Aa  ana  H  iha  eaUph*!  lady  wu  Mt  down. 


firet  made  a  M|pi  lor 
me  to  appronrh.  I  advanced  between  the 
two  rows  Ihev  hnd  tbrmed,  and  proetiated 
iny>«irtipon  the  cnrpet  that  waa  under  tha 
pnncem'i  leeL  She  ordered  me  to  riK,aiHl 
iM  me  the  honour  to  nak  my  name,  my 
family,  nixi  the  Mnlti  o(  my  Ibrtune ;  upon 
nil  which  I  gave  her  mtidaclory  anawera, 
a*  I  petrriveil  not  only  by  her  countenance, 
but  by  her  woriU.  I  am  elnd.  mid  >he,  thiu 
my  <lnuchlcr.  On  shoused  to  rail  the  lavom* 
ii(^  Indy,)  Int  I  look  upon  ht-r  ax  nich,  alter 
.1 J  hnve  takejiof  hereduealtod.  I  am 


nuirrin^.    I  will  ni)i«ll'  xive  orden 

liv  mleinnizirvT  it ;  but  1  want  to  have  mf 
duiij^hter  irtay  ten  day*  with  me  before  the 
Mib^niniiy ;  and  in  thai  time  I  trill  apeak  to 
the  caliph,  and  obtain  hii  content :  mewH 
while.  00  you  Mar  here ;  you  ahaJI  be  lakeo 
care  of. 

Punuant  tn  the  cnliph'a  lody'i  orden;  1 
ittaid  len  dnyH  in  thr  wnmen'n  a^jartuient*, 
and  diirine;  that  time  wan  deprived  of  the 
ptenrfiira  of  neeintr  the  fiivountc  lady :  but 
wan  ai  well  i»ed  by  tier  oriier*,  that  I  Itad 
no  mtnm  to  be  diwaliatinl. 

Zubeide  Inld  the  cnliiih  her  renlulkn  ot 
niiirryiju;  Ihe  likviiiriir  lailv ;  arul  the  caliph 
leiivihff  to  herltielibi'riyol'doinff  upon  that 
heoil  what  nhi'  pleiuril,  ifnuiledthe  fovour- 
ite  II  nirwMlenible  kuiii  bv  wny  of  KltlnnBnL 
When  the  icii  dnti  wfn<  expired.  Zcbe^ 
ordi:red  tlieniiitmrliil'miirru^rc  to  be  drawn 
up  anil  hniu^ht  iii  her,  and  the  ntcttmrf 
prrjiaruticm*  bdiu;  made  tor  the  nlemnily. 


great  I 
Thele 


anil  the  duneeia  tbolh  nxa 
called  in,  and  tneie  wm 
ihe  paloM  Ibr  nine  daya. 
'he  leiith  diir  ht'irHC  apiKWilud  Ibr  the  bat 
crremont-ot'tJii'  [narriaxe,  the  favourite  1ft- 
dy  vrtui  niinhicied  tn  a  bath,  and  I  to  an^ 
ther.  At  iiwhi,lMtldowniolab|p,afidlMd 
all  maniiiT  of  dirhea  aerved  up  lo  irw,  and 
amoiiff  oUterv.  a  ri>coutw)thfarlie,HichM 
ran  bav«  now  faead  me  U  oat  ofl    Thii 
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ragout  1  liked  so  well,  that  I  scarce  touched 
any  of  the  other  dishes ;  but  such  was  my 
unnappinesR,  that  when  I  arose  from  the 
table,  I  only  wiped  my  hands,  iiiptciid  of 
washing  them  well ;  a  piece  of  negligence 
i  had  never  been  guilty  of  beibre. 

Though  it  was  then  night  the  whole 
apartment  of  tlie  ladies  was  as  light  as  day, 
by  means  of  many  illuminations.  Nothing 
was  to  be  heard  all  over  the  palace  but 
musical  instruments,  dances,  ana  acclama- 
tions of  joy.  My  bride  and  I  were  introduced 
into  a  great  hall,  where  we  were  placed 
upon  two  thrones.  The  women  tliat  attend- 
ed her  made  her  shii\  herself  several  times, 
and  painted  her  face  with  different  sorts  oi' 
colours,  according  to  the  usual  custom  on 
wedding  days;  and  every  time  she  changed 
her  habit  they  nhowed  ner  to  me. 

All  these  ceremonies  being  over,  we  were 
conducted  to  the  nuptial  room :  as  soon  as 
the  company  retire*!,  I  approached  to  em- 
brace my  wite ;  but  instcivl  of  returning  my 
transports,  she  pushed  me  away,  and  cried 
out  most  fearfully;  upon  which,  all  the 
ladies  of  the  apartment  came  running  into 
the  chamber  to  know  what  die  cried  tor: 
and  for  my  own  part,  I  was  so  thunder- 
struck, that  I  stood  like  a  post,  without  the 
power  of  even  asking  what  she  meant  by  it. 
l)ear  sister,  said  they  to  her,  what  has  hap- 

Kned  since  we  lefl  you  so  lately  ?  Let  us 
ow,  that  we  may  try  to  relieve  you.— 
Take,  said  ^e,  Take  out  of  my  sight  that 
vile  fellow.  Why,  madam  ?  saul  I;  wherein 
have  I  deserveil  your  displeasure  7 — You 
are  a  villain,  said  she,  in  a  furious  passion, 
to  eat  garlic,  and  not  wash  your  hands !  Do 
you  think  I  would  sutler  such  a  filthy  tellow 
to  poison  mo  ?  Down  with  him,  down  with 
him  upon  the  j^round.  contiiniod  slic,  ad- 
dresBink  hersell  to  the  ladies,  and  bring  me 
^  good  bull's  pizzle.  In  short,  I  was  thrown 
upon  the  ground,  and  while  some  held  my 
hands,  ami  others  my  feet,  my  wife,  who 
was  presently  fumisncd  with  a  weapon, 
laid  on  me  as  long  as  she  could  stand  over 
me.  Then  she  said  to  the  ladies.  Take 
him,  send  him  to  the  ^udge,  and  let  the 
hand  be  cut  off  with  which  ne  fed  upon  the 
garlic  ragout 

Good  Ciod,  cried  I,  must  I  be  beat  and 
bruised  unmercitullv,  and  to  complete  my 
affiction,  have  my  hand  cut  off,  for  etiting 
of  a  ragout  with  garlic,  and  tbiigutting  to 
wash  my  hands  ?  What  pro)XHtion  ii«  there 
between  the  punisliment  and  the  crime  ? 
Curse  on  the  nigout,  and  on  the  cook  that 
droned  it,  and  on  him  that  ser\'ed  it  un. 

All  the  ladies  that  vnsre  by,  and  had  xni- 
nessed  my  nTciving  the  tliousan<l  stn)kes, 
took  nity  of  mv  when  they  heard  the  cutting 
off  oT  my  hand  f^poken  of.  Dear  mailam, 
dear  OBter,  said  they  to  the  fiivourite  lady, 
you  carry  your  retvntment  too  far.  We  own 
he  ii  a  man  quite  ignorant  of  tlie  world,  o^ 
your  quality,  and  the  respect  due  to  you  ; 
max  we  beseech  >'ou  to  overlook  and  pardoa 


the  fault  he  has  committod.  I  liave  not 
ceived  suitable  satwtaction,  said  she :  I  will 
teach  him  to  know  the  world;  I  will  make 
him  bear  sensible  marksof  his  impertinence, 
and  be  cautious  hereafler  how  he  tastes  a 
garlk^  ragout  without  washing  his  handSi 
Allerwanls,  they  continued  their  soUcitar 
tionsj  and  fell  down  at  her  leet,  and  kissii^ 
her  fair  hands,  Good  madam,  said  they,  m 
the  name  of  God,  moderate  your  wreth, 
and  grant  the  favour  we  request  She  an* 
swereil  not  a  word,  but  got  up,  and  after 
uttering  a  thousand  reproaches  against  me, 
walked  out  of  the  chamber,  and  all  the  la- 
dies tbilowed  Iier,  leaving  me  in  incooceivar 
ble  atllictioii. 

I  contiiiuoil  there  ten  days,  without  seeinc 
any  body  but  an  old  woman  slave  that 
brought  mc  victuals.  I  asked  her  what  was 
become  of  the  fiaivourite  lady.  She  is  sick, 
said  the  old  woman ;  nhc  is  sick  of  the  poi- 
soned smell  you  infected  her  with,  Wkur 
did  you  not  take  care  to  wasn  your  hauli 
alter  eating  of  that  cursed  ragout  ?  Is  it  pQ»> 
sible,  thought  I  to  myself,  tliat  tliese  iadiei 
can  l)e  so  nice  and  so  vindictive  for  so  small 
a  fault !  I  loved  my  wife,  notwithstandinf 
all  her  cruelty,  and  could  not  help  pitying  hflr» 
One  day  tlie  old  woman  told  me  my  sprwiss 
was  recovered,  and  gone  to  bathe,  and 
would  come  to  see  me  uie  next  day.  So^said 
she.  I  would  have  you  call  up  your  patiencei 
an(l  endeavour  to  accommodate  youraelf  lo 
her  humour :  lor  she  is  otherwise  a  woman 
of  good  sense  and  discretk^n,  and  beloved 
by  all  the  ladies  iibout  the  court  ofZobeide* 
our  respectable  miistrcsH. 

In  enect,  my  wile  came  next  night,  and 
accosted  me  thus :  You  see  I  am  too  good 
in  seeing  }'ou  again  afler  the  affront  you 
have  ofiered  me :  but  still  I  cannot  be  re- 
conciled to  you  till  I  have  punkhed  you  ao> 
cording  to  your  demerit,  in  not  wasbinir 
your  hands  ailer  eating  the  garlK  ragouXm 
This  said,  she  called  the  ladies,  who,  by  her 
order,  threw  me  upon  tlie  ground ;  aiMl  after 
binding  me  fast,  slie  liad  the  barbarity  to 
cut  oil  my  tliumbs  and  great  toes  henelf 
with  a  razor.  One  of  the  lailies  applied  a 
certain  root  to  stanch  the  bkxxl;  but  by 
blee<]ing  and  by  the  iMiin,  I  swooned  away. 

When  I  ciune  to  myself,  they  gave  me 
wine  to  drink,  to  recruit  my  strength.  Ah  I 
mailain,  said  I  to  my  wife,  if  ever  1  eat  ofa 
garlic  nigout  again,  I  sulenuily  swear  to 
wash  my  hands  a  hundred  and  twenty 
times  with  the  lierh  alkali,  with  the  asT 
of  the  same  plant,  ami  with  soap.  Well, 
plied  my  wile,  ui^on  that  conditk»i  I  ( 
willing  to  forget  what  is  past,  and  live  with 
you  as  my  husband. 

This,  continued  the  Bagdad  merchant, 
addresiiing  himself  to  the  company,  this  is 
the  reason  why  I  refused  to  eat  of  the  gariie 
ragout  that  is»  now  upon  the  table. 

The  ladies  applied  to  my  wounds  not 
only  the  root  I  mentk»ned  to  you,  but  like- 
vriat  some  balsam  of  Mecca,  which  they 
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were  woU  asHurcd  \vnA  not  adultemtcd,  be- 
cause they  hod  it  out  ol*  the  ciiliph's  own 
dinensatory.  By  virtue  of  thut  admirable 
bafsain  wan  I  perfectly  cured  in  u  few  da>'8, 
and  my  uilc  and  I  lived  to*;ether  ns  iigreea- 
Uy  as  ifl  htu\  never  eat  of  the  ^iu*lic  nt^out. 
But  having  been  all  my  liictinic  used  to  en- 
joy my  liberty,  1  erew  weary  of  being  con- 
fined to  the  caliph's  palace;  yet  1  said 
nothing  of  it  to  my  wife,  tor  li*ar  ol'  displea- 
ang  her.  However,  she  f?u8j)ected  it,  and 
wanted  nothing  more  lieraelf  than  to  get 
oat ;  for  it  was  gratitude  alone  that  niade 
her  continue  with  Zobeide.  Being  a  very 
witty  woman,  slie  represented  in  such  lively 
tonus  to  her  mistress  tlie  constraint  1  was 
imder,  in  not  living  in  the  rity  w*ith  people 
of  my  own  rank,  as  I  had  always  done,  that 
the  good  princess  choN!  rather  to  deprive 
henelf  of  the  pleiisure  of  ha\nng  her  i'a- 
vourite  about  tier,  than  not  to  grant  what 

e  both  equally  desired. 

A  montii  aAer  our  marriage,  my  wife 

una  into  the  room  with  several  eunuchs, 
curying  each  a  bag  of  silver.  When  the 
eimuchs  were  gone,  You  never  told  me, 
Mid  she,  that  ycu  were  uneasy  in  being 
oonfined  to  court ;  but  I  perceived  it,  and 
have  happilv  found  means  to  make  you 
oontentea.  My  mistress.  Zobeide,  gives  us 
leave  to  go  out  of  the  palace,  and  here  are 
fifty  thousand  sequins  of  which  she  has 
made  us  a  present,  in  order  to  enable  us  to 
live  comfortably  in  the  city.  Take  ten  thou- 
■md  of  them,  and  go  and  buy  us  a  house. 

I  quickly  found  a  house  for  the  money. 
and  after  tarnishing  it  richly,  we  went  and 
lived  in  it ;  and  kept  a  great  mainr  slaves  of 
both  sezei ,  and  made  a  good  ngure.  In 
ihort^  we  began  to  live  a  very  agreeable  life, 
hot  It  did  not  last  long.  At  a  year's  end, 
my  wife  fell  skk  and  died. 

I  might  have  married  again^  and  lived 
hooourabiy  at  Bagdad ;  but  curiosity  to  see 
the  world  put  me  upon  another  course.  I 
nld  my  house,  and  alter  purchasing  several 
•orti  of  ffoods,  I  went  with  a  caravan  to 
Feraia ;  nom  Persia,  I  travelled  to  Samar- 
cande,  and  from  thence  hither. 

This,  said  the  purveyor  to  the  sultan  of 
Caqgar,  this  is  the  story  that  the  B^igdad 
merchant  told  in  company  where  I  was 
yesterday.  This  Ftor>',  Kai<f  the  Fultan,  has 
aonething  in  it  extraonliiiary:  but  it  does 
not  come  near  that  of  my  littlo  Hunchback. 
Then  the  Jewii^h  nhypician  pnistratiHl  him- 
ttif  beibre  the  sultan's  throne,  and  rUing 
•gain,  oddri'^sed  himself  to  that  prince  in 
me  following  manner :  Sir.  if  you  will  be  so 
Jjood  as  to  hear  nie,  I  Hatter  myself  you  will 
be  pleased  with  a  story  I  have  to  tell  you. 
Well  spoken,  said  the  miltan ;  but  if  it  is  not 
more  surprising  than  that  of  little  Hunch- 
baek,  >xni  must  not  expect  to  live. 

77u  Story  told  by  the  Jewinh  Phyaiciaix. 

8ir,  when  I  was  studying  phj-sk  at  Da- 

mmcus,  and  was  juct  beginning  to  practise 


that  noble  profcssbn  with  some  reputation, 
a  man  slave  called  me  to  see  a  patient  in 
the  governor  of  the  city's  lamily.  Accord- 
ingly, I  went,  and  was  amducted  into  a 
room,  where  I  Ibund  a  very  handsome  young 
man.  much  dejected  by  nis  disorder :  I  sa- 
luted him,  and  sat  down  by  liim ;  but  he 
made  no  return  to  my  compliments,  only  a 
sign  with  hin  eyes  that  he  heard  me,  and 
thanked  me.  Pray,  sir,  siiid  I,  five  meyi>ur 
hand,  that  I  may  feel  vour  pulse.  But  in- 
stead ot' stretching  out  nis  right,  he  gave  me 
his  letl  hand,  at  wliich  1  was  extremely  sur- 
prises!. This,  said  I  to  myself,  is  a  grosi 
piece  of  i^iiorance,  that  he  does  not  know 
that  peoiHe  present  tlieir  right  hand,  and 
not  their  left,  to  a  physician.  Howo'cr,  I 
felt  his  pulse,  wrote  him  a  projcription,  and 
took  my  leave. 

I  continued  mv  visits  for  nine  days,  and 
every  time  I  felt  nis  pulse,  he  still  gave  me 
his  left  hand.  On  tlie  tentli  day  he  seemed 
to  be  pretty  well,  and  so  I  prescribed  nothing 
for  him  but  batliing.  The  governor  of  Da- 
mascus, who  was  by.  in  testimony  of  his 
being  well  satisfied  with  my  service,  m  vested 
me  with  a  rich  robe,  saying  he  made  me  a 
physician  of  the  city  hospital,  and  physician 
m  ordinary  to  his  house,  where  I  might 
freely  eat  at  his  table  when  I  pleased. 

The  young  man  likewise  showed  me  ma- 
ny civilities,  and  asked  me  to  accompany 
him  to  the  bath.   Accordingly,  we  went  to- 

f  ether,  and  when  his  attendants  hod  iin- 
reesed  him,  I  perceived  he  wanted  the 
right  hand,  and  that  it  had  not  long  been 
cut  off,  which  had  been  the  occasfon  of  his 
disorder,  though  concealed  from  me;  lor 
while  the  people  about  him  were  aoplyng 
proper  meuKines  externally,  they  had  called 
me  to  prevent  the  ill  consc^quence  ot*  the  fe- 
ver wmch  was  on  him.  I  was  veir  much 
surprised  and  concerned  on  seeing  nis  mis- 
fortune, whkh  he  observed  by  my  counte- 
nance. Doctor,  cried  he,  do  not  be  asto- 
nished to  see  that  my  hand  is  cut  off;  some 
day  or  other,  I  will  tell  you  the  otJCOBon  of 
it  \  and  in  that  relatfon  you  will  be  enter- 
tained with  very  surprising  adventures. 

After  we  had  done  bathing,  we  sat  down 
to  table :  and  after  some  other  discourse  to- 
gether, ne  asked  me  if  it  would  be  any  nre- 
judice  to  his  hcahh  if  he  went  and  took  a 
walk  out  of  town  in  the  ffovemoHs  garden  ? 
1  made  answer,  so  tar  from  it,  that  the  air 
would  Umefit  his  health.  Since  it  is  so.  sakl 
he.  if  you  will  give  me  your  company,  I  will 
tell  you  the  history  ot  my  adventures.  I 
replied,  1  was  at  his  command  jbr  all  that 
day.  t'pon  which  he  i^resently  called  his 
servants  to  bring  something  tor  a  coilatfon, 
and  we  went  to  the  governor's  garden. 
There  we  took  two  or  three  turns,  and  then 
sat  down  upon  a  carpet  that  his  servants 
had  spread  under  a  tree,  which  gave  a  very 
pleasant  shade.  After  we  were  seated,  the 
voung  man  gave  me  his  history  in  the  fol- 
lowing terms : 
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1  was  born  said  he,  at  MouaBoul,  of  one  of 
the  mast  connderahle  famihes  iii  tne  city. 
My  lather  was  the  eldest  often  brothers,  who 
were  all  alive  and  married  when  my  grand- 
ikther  died.  All  the  brothers  were  chudletB, 
but  my  father ;  and  he  has  no  child  but  me. 
He  took  particular  care  of  my  education, 
and  made  me  learn  every  thing  proper  ibr 
a  child  ofmy  rank. 

When  I  was  grown  up,  and  began  to  keep 
company  with  the  world,  I  happened  one 
Friday  to  be  at  noon-prayers  with  my  father 
and  my  uncles  in  the  great  mosque  cm  Mous- 
woal.  And  after  prayers  were  over,  the  rest 
of  the  company  goiiig  away,  my  father  and 
my  uncles  continued  sitting  \i\)on  the  best 
carpet  in  the  motxiuc ;  ana  I  sat  down  by 
them.  They  discourKcd  of  several  things, 
but  tlie  conversation  Icll  inKcibiibly,  I  know 
not  how,  upon  the  subject  of  vovages.  They 
extolled  the  beauties  and  peculiar  rarities  of 
some  kingdoms,  and  of  their  principal  cities. 
Bat  one  of  my  uncles  said,  that  according 
to  tlie  uniform  report  of  an  infinite  number 
of  voyagers,  there  was  not  in  the  world  a 
pleaaanter  country  than  Egypt  and  the  Nile; 
and  the  account  he  gave  ofthem  infused  into 
me  ouch  a  charming  klea  of  them,  that  Horn 
that  very  moment  Ihad  a  desire  to  travel 
thither.  Whatever  my  other  uncles  said,  by 
way  of  preference  to  Bagdad  and  the  Th 
ffrii,  in  calling  Bagdad  the  true  residence  of 
the  Mussulman  reugk>n,  and  the  metropolis 
of  all  the  cities  of  the  earth,  made  no  im- 
pressbn  upon  me.  Mv  father  joined  in  opi- 
nkm  with  those  of  his  brotliers  who  had  spo- 
ken in  favour  oi'  E^ypt ;  which  filled  me 
with  joy.  Say  what  you  will,  said  he,  the 
man  that  has  not  seen  Egypt,  has  not  seen 
the  greatest  rarity  in  the  world.  All  the 
land  there  is  golden ;  I  mean,  it  is  so  fertile 
that  it  enriches  its  inhabitants.  All  the 
women  of  that  country  charm  you  by  their 
beauty  euid  their  agreeable  carnage.  If  you 
vpeak  df  the  Nile,  where  is  there  a  more 
wonderlul  river  ?  What  water  was  ever 
tighter  or  more  delicbus  ?  The  very  slime  it 
carries  along  in  its  ovcrfk)wing  fattens  the 
fields,  which  produce  a  thousand  times  more 
than  other  countries  that  are  cultivated  with 
the  greatest  labour.  Observe  what  a  poet 
said  of  the  ESgyptitins,  when  he  was  obliged 
to  depart  from  Egypt :  Your  Nile  loads  you 
with  blessings  every  day  \  it  is  ibr  you  only 
that  it  runs  from  such  a  distance.  Alas !  in 
removing  from  you,  my  tears  will  fk)w  as 
abundantly  as  its  waters :  you  are  to  conti- 
nue ill  the  enjovment  of  its  sweetnesses, 
while  I  am  condemned  to  deprive  mysell^of 
them  against  mv  wUl. 

If  you  look;  fulded  my  father,  towards  the 
ialand  that  is  formed  by  the  two  greatest 
branchesof  the  Nile,  what  variety  of  verdure! 
What  enamel  of  all  sorts  of  flowers!  What 
a  prodigious  number  of  cities,  villages, 
caiMLls,  and  a  thousand  other  agreeable  ob- 
JMts!  If  you  turn  your  eyes  on  the  other 
ade,  up  towards  Ethiopia,  tiow  maoy  other 


subjects  of  ailmiration !  I  caiuiot  compare 
the  verdure  of  so  maiiy  plains,  watered  with 
the  different  canals  of  the  island,  better  than 
to  brilliant  emeralds  set  in  silver.  Is  not 
Grand  Cairo  the  largest,  the  most  popukMM, 
and  tlie  richest  city  in  the  universe?  Wbal 
a  number  of  magnificent  edifices,  both  publk 
and  private !  It  you  view  the  p3rramidii,  yon 
will  be  filled  with  ofttonishment :  you  will 
stifien  at  the  sight  of  these  masses  of  stone 
of  an  enormous  thickness,  which  rear  their 
heads  to  the  skies !  You  will  be  oblind  to 
confess,  tliat  tlie  Pharaolis,  who  emfMoyed 
such  riches,  and  so  many  men  in  buikfins 
tliem,  must  have  surpassed  in  masnifioenoe 
and  invention  ail  tlie  nionarchs  that  have 
appeared  since,  not  only  in  EIg3rpt,hutin  all 
tlie  world  J  for  having  lefl  monumente  ao 
worthy  oi  their  memory:  monumcnta  m 
cmcient,  that  the  learned  cannot  agree  upon 
the  tim?  of  their  erection ;  yet  such  as  Hand 
to  this  day,  and  will  last  to  the  end  of  time. 
I  paM  over  m  silence  the  maritime  citiea  of 
the  kingdom  of  E^ypt,  such  as  Damifitta, 
Boaetta,  Alexandria,  where  innumerable 
nations  come  lor  various  sorts  of  naiiv 
ckyth,  and  an  infinite  number  of  other  tninfli 
calculated  for  the  accommodation  and  de- 
light of  men,  I  speak  of  what  I  know ;  for  1 
spent  there  some  years  in  my  youth,  wliiofe, 
as  long  as  I  live,  I  shall  always  reckoQ  tbt 
mo^f^reeable  Dart  of  my  me. 

My  uncles  had  no  answer  to  give  my  fit 
ther,  continued  the  yoong  man  oif  Mocaeoiit 
and  assented  to  all  ne  had  said  of  the  Nile 
of  Cairo,  and  of  the  whole  kingdom  ol 
Egypt :  my  imaginatkm  was  so  rail  of  i^ 
that  I  had  not  a  wink  of  sleep  that  nigliL 
Soon  afler,  my  uncles  declared  how  moeh 
they  were  struck  with  my  fathcfHi  dsieoane. 
They  made  a  proposal  to  him.  that  thsf 
should  travel  all  together  into  Egypt,  itt 
accepted  of  the  proposal ;  and  iemg  rich 
merchants,  they  resolved  to  carry  with  them 
such  goods  as  would  sell  there.  I  ibaed 
that  they  were  making  preparationB  ibr  their 
departure ;  and  thereupon  went  to  my  f^ 
ther,  and  begged  of  him,  with  team  in 


eyes,  that  he  would  suflfer  me  to  go  akq| 
with  him,  and  allow  me  some  stock  ofgoodi 
to  trade  with  on  my  own  account  Yoaava 
too  young,  said  m;^  father,  to  travel  ioie 
Egypt ;  the  fatigue  is  too  great  for  3^^ :  enl 
b^dea,  I  am  sure  you  wul  come  on  a  uaer 
in  your  trafik;.  These  words,  however,  did 
not  cure  tlie  eager  desire  I  had  to  travo.  I 
made  use  of  my  uncles'  interest  with  myftk* 
ther,  who  at  last  granted  me  leave  to  go  ae 
far  as  Damascus,  where  Xixey  were  to  mv% 


me,  till  they  travelled  through 
The  city  of  Deunascus.  said  my  lather, .. 
likewise  glory  in  its  beauties,  and  mj  i 
must  be  content  with  leave  to  go  ao  ftff. 
Though  my  curiosity  tp  see  Egjrpt  was  very 
pressing,  I  considered  he  was  my  fathflr* 
and  submitted  to  his  will. 

I  set  out  from  Moussoui  with  him  and 
myunclea  We  tmveiied  throogh  flliem|i» 
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teauMMed  tbo  Euphratc*,  and  Anrvcd 
■I  Ahiiiyt,  wheia  we  mid  aooie  ilay.  From 

"  i,  the  first  aighl 


_   . 1   fiBOfiie, 

Ws  emidored  aome  dan  in  walking  uii  and 

dmni  tnodelicHnM  sardetwthatMirrounded 

"  )  and  wo  all  aj^reed,  that  DanutECUs  wtu 

■Ur  Htid  to  be  seated  in  a  pamril«e.    At 

*  mr  DDcle*  thought  of  punning  their 


9  »  cmnderaUe  a  ■ 


Ban.  and  a  nirden  wtUi  One  water-works. 
I  mrnUied  tt,  not  n  richir  indeed  aa  the 
Bagmficeace  of  the  phtc«  aeatmd.  but  at 


IsMt  imndmxoeij  enmich  fir  a  roobr  mi 
«f  my  nnk.  Ithad  Inmertr  balon^  __ 
«M  €1  tbe  PHDcipal  krdi  of  tae  otr,  wbcM 
BMM  was  Modoun  Aldalnhaio ;  bat  then 
WM  the  propenv  of  a  rich  jewel  merchant, 
to  whom  I  paid  ler  it  oolr  two  aherira*  a 
tnoDllL  I  had  a  Dumber  of  domestice,  and 
lirad  hDOOurablri  •ametimei  I  gave  enter- 
laiomeontoitKhiieapleiuIhad  mndc  an 
aoMainlaiiee  wHh,  and  nmelimea  1  went 
and  wae  Ueated  br  them.  Thus  did  I 
ipend  mr  tine  at  J)amaKU%  waiting  lor 
mj  bihm  retorni  no  paeBon  diMurWI 
■U  lepMe,  and  m^  only  emplojrnicnt  waa 
■opvewation  with  people  oTcredX. 

One  day,  ai  1  Mt  taking  the  cool  air  at 
wr  gut,  a  TO7  haiidnme  well  drened  ladr 
CUM  to  me,  and  uAtA  me,  il'  I  did  not  bcII 
Mn&l  atenDMxmeriiwkethe  vordathon 
^  wvot  into  my  howe. 

WmlMwthat  the  lady  waa  gone  into 
Ifae  hoon,  I  row,  and  having  riiut  the  gate, 
aeridneud  ber  into  a  ball,  and  prayed  her 
to  ait  down.  Madam,  Midi,  I  have  hadstafb 
IhM  an  Bt  to  be  ahown  to  you,  but  1  have 
tbem  not  mw,  tbt  which  I  am  very  nrry- 
8tW  look  off  the  veil  that  covered  her  Tace, 
'  "aeoTtnd  a  beautiful  pcnon,  which 
„d  me  with  wch  emouooa,  aa  1  had 
T  feh  belbre.  I  have  no  occasion  for 
■iMidriiejIonly  come  towe  you,  arid 
yi^  the  evening  with  you,  if  vou  pleaw: 
aM  1  idi  of  yea  II  a  light  collator. 

nuHported  with  euch  good  tuck,  I  order- 
ad  tha  MTvanta  to  bring  ni  KvenI  nru  oC 
ttim,  and  mne  bottle*  of  wine.  Ther 
MTTod  t»  with  deaipatcb,  and  we  ate,  drank 
mad  ma<le  merry  till  midnight  In  ahon.  I 
Sd  not  beTore  pa«ed  a  night  mt  iigrwiMy 


SLSS 

BBTCrfi 


as  thia  Next  memiw,  I  would  have  ml 
tentberi&inthelady%haDda,butihedi«w 
back  inatantl^.  I  am  not  come  to  eee  you, 
auid  abe,  with  an  intoeMed  deagn ;  yoq 
aifnint  me ;  iar  from  receiving  money  (a 
yiu.  1  deare  you  to  take  mooer  of  me^  or 
clw!  I  will  aee  you  no  more.  In  apeakinc 
t)iia,  (be  put  bo-  hand  into  her  pone,  toci 
ten  aberifi,  end  ibroed  me  to  take  them. 


.,.v,  and  1  felt  that  when  ibe  went  itaacuy 
ried  my  bean  ahmg  with  her. 

She  did  not  Tail  to  rrtiiTn  at  the  appointed 
hour  three  d%ye  aflar,  and  I  did  not  Ktil  la 
receive  her  with  all  th- '--■-'- ~—~  ""'" 

wailad  impatiently  fi. 

evening  and  the  night  we 


did  not  go  without  fereing  me  to  take  ten 
eheri&more. 
She  letumed  a  third  time :  and  at  tiiat 
terview,  when  we  wen  both  warm  with  . 
wine,  ahe  woke  thua :  Hy  dear  heart,  what 
do  you  think  of  me  1  Am  I  not  handwme 
and  aciotnMo?  Madam.  Mid  1,1  think  Ihh 


—  .  ,  qaatioa  i  aH  the  ezpre^ 

■om  or  love  which  I  riww  m,  ought  to 
that  I  krve  yon  i  I  am  charmed 


aee  you  and  poaatm  you.  You  are  my 
icra,  my  mlianeaa  J  in  you  liea  all  the  feli- 
y  at  my  life.  Ah !  repued  ahe,  I  am  wan 
■a  would  apeakotberwieeif  youaawacv- 


pIniMnt,  liwdy  lonper,  I 
mke  the  moK  melancholF  peopw  merry ;  j 
luat  brine  her  hitberi  I  apohe  oTnu  II 
and  Tnm  the  aecount  which  1  have 


given  of  you,  eheia  dying  irith  desire  to  aK 
you.  Site  entreated  me  to  pToeure  her  that 
pieaaare,bat  Idid  not  dare  to  humour  her 


ittwut  neaking  to  you  beforehand.  Ma- 
«ud  I,  do  what  you  pleaae;  bd  wfaal- 
you  may  aay  ol'  yoor  friend,  1  defy  all 


ear  mr  heart  Tram  you,  tt 
whom  it  ii  *o  tnviolably  attarhed  that  n» 
thing  can  diaengage  iL  Be  not  loo  poHtinL 
taid  abe,  I  now  tell  you  I  am  abeot  lo  put 
your  heart  10  a  atrange  trial. 

We  rtaki  togclfaer  all  n^it,  and  nam 
morning, at  parting,  taeadof  ten ibenA^ 
ahe  cave  me  fifteen,  irtiich  I  waa  fined  to 
acc^  Remember,  «id  the,  that  m  two 
dajV  time,  yon  ai«  mhavaanawguetf: 
pray  lake  can  to  give  her  a  good  raoqiliaa : 
we  will  come  at  the  uMial  fioiv,  after  na 
■eL  I  look  can  to  have  ror  ball  in  gnat 
order,  and  a  hnndawte  nollathw  tn^imi 

I  waited  fir  the  two  ladtea  wMi  tai» 
tience,and  atlaetlhey  anived  at  the  M- 
rinning  of  the  nigbL  Tbey  both  ibitoM 
theniaelvea,  and  aa  I  bad  Men  a 
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and  sach  sparkling  ey««,  that  I  could  hardly 
bear  their  ftplendmir.  I  thiinkeil  her  for  the 
honour  ehc  did  me-,  ami  crttroatctl  her  to 
excuFO  Tfie  it'  I  did  not  ^vc  her  the  recep- 
tion she  dmerv'ed.  No  complimrntB,  «ud 
■lie;  it  should  he  my  iinrt  to  make  tlicni  to 
you,  tor  allowing  my  friend  to  brini^  mo 
hither.  But  Bince  yon  are  ploawd  to  puti'er 
it,  let  08  lay  aside  all  ceremony,  and  tliink 
only  of  amusing;  ouri^lves. 

1  hail  given  orders,  as  s^oon  an  the  ladieii 
arrived,  to  have  the  collation  tserveil  up,  and 
\vc  soon  sat  down  to  supper.  I  rat  opixnite 
to  the  strange  Imly,  ana  nhe  ne\-er  reaped 
looking  upon  me  with  a  smile.  I  could  not 
resiett  her  contiuerini?  eyes,  and  she  pospess- 
ed  herselt'so  powertullyol*  niv  heart,  that  1 
could  oflisr  no  opposition.  But  while  she 
inspired  me  with  a  H:ime,  she  causrlit  the 
flame  herself'  and  so  tkr  from  sliowin<^  any 
constraint  in  her  cnrria/^e,  slie  held  to  mis 
verv  lively  lanffuiijOfc. 

Tf  he  other  lady,  who  observed  us,  did  no- 
thing* at  first  but  lau^h  at  ivt.  1  told  3rou. 
said  she,  addres^ns^  nerselt'  to  me,  you 
would  find  my  friend  full  of  charms;  and 
I  perceive  you  have  already  violated  the 
oath  you  made  me  of  beiii^  taithful  to  me. 
Madam,  said  I,  laughing  as  well  as  she,  :rou 
would  have  reason  to  complain  of  me  if  I 
were  wanting  in  ci\4lity  to  a  lady  whom  you 
brought  hither,  and  wlio  is  a  favourite  with 
you ;  both  of  you  might  then  upbraid  me^ 
tor  not  knowing  how  to  do  the  honours  ot 
mv  house. 

We  continued  to  drink ;  but  as  the  wine 
warmed  us,  the  strange  lady  and  I  oelcd 
one  another  with  so  little  reser\'c,  that  ner 
friend  grew  jealous,  and  quick  I  v  gave  us  a 
dismal  nroot^of  her  jealousy.  Slic  rose  from 
the  table  and  went  out,  snyinir  she  would  he 
with  us  presentlv  again;  but  a  lew  moments 
afler,  the  lady  that  ^Uiu\  witli  me  changed 
eoantenance,  fell  into  violent  convulskinR, 
end,  in  shorlL,  expired  in  my  ami.s  wliile  I 
was  calling  tor  assistance  to  relieve  her.  I 
went  out  mimediately,  and  asked  for  the 
other  Imly,  and  mv  people  told  me,  she  had 
opened  the  street  door,  and  wan  gone.  Then 
I  suspected  what  was  hut  too  true,  that  she 
had  neen  the  cause  of  her  friend's  death. 
She  had  the  dexterity  and  the  malice  to 
put  some  very  strong  poison  into  the  Iae4 
rIasB,  which  she  gave  her  with  her  own 
hand. 

i  was  afflicted  to  the  last  decree  with  the 
accident.  What  shall  i  do  ?  thou  if  lit  I,  what 
will  become  of  me  ?  I  considerfd  there 
waa  no  time  to  low.  anil  it  being  then  moon- 
light, I  made  my  servants  qtiietly  take  up 
one  of  the  great  ])ii>ces  oT  mimile  with 
whicli  the  court  ot  my  house  ^vas  pa\'Pd: 
under  that  I  nuule  them  premntly  di^  a  holt>. 
and  there  inter  the  onniseof  the  ^Tamg  lady. 
Alter  replacini;  tiie  Rtone,  I  put  on  a  tnivnl- 
liiig  suit,  and  took  what  money  I  had.  and 
liuving  locked  up  every  tiling,  alfixod  my 
own  acal  on  the  door  uT  my  noiise,    Tlist 


done,  1  went  to  see  for  the  jewel  me  re  haul 
my  landlord ;  paid  him  wlrnt  rent  I  owetl, 
wtth  a  year's  rent  in  ailvance ;  and  ^iviii^ 
him  the  key,  prayed  him  to  keep  it  lor  me. 
A  very  urgent  affair,  said  I,  obliges  me  to 
be  absent  lor  some  time ;  I  am  under  the 
necesntv  of  going  to  tind  out  my  uncles  at 
Cairo,  t  took  mylctivc  of  him,  imraediateljf 
moinited  my  horse,  and  set  oti'  with  my  at- 
tendants. 

I  h>ui  a  good  journey,  and  arrived  at  Cairo 
without  any  accident.  There  I  met  with  my 
uncles,  wlib  were  very  much  surprised  to 
see  me.  To  excuse  rhyself,  I  pretended  I 
was  tired  of  Rta>'itig  tor  them ;  anil  hearing 
nothing  of  them,  was  so  une;isy,  that  1  could 
not  be  satifltiod  without  r/)mtng  to  Ciiim. 
They  received  me  very  kintily.and  promitipd 
my  lather  should  ikH  be  angry  with  me  tor 
leavin<;  Damascus  witlunit  his  pemife-sKHi. 
I  lodged  in  the  same  khan  with  them,  and 
saw  all  the  curiositieii  of  Cairo. 

Having  finished  their  tratfic.  they  began 
to  talk  of  returning  to  MouhisouI,  and  to 
make  preparations  for  thnir  dcp;irture :  but 
1  having  a  mind  to  see  something  in  Egyft 
that  I  ha<l  not  yet  seen,  lellmy  uncles,  and 
went  to  lodge  m  another  quarter,  at  a  ilis- 
tance  from  the  khan,  and  did  nut  appear 
any  more  till  they  were  gone.  Tliey  sou^hc 
tor  me  all  over  the  city ;  but  not  fincang 
me,  theysuppoHcd  remonv  for  having  come 
to  Eg3rpt,  without  my  father's  coawni,  had 
put  me  on  returning  to  Damascus,  without 
saWng  any  tldng  to  them.  So  they  begon 
their  joumev,  ex|x^cting  to  find  me  at  Urn- 
moiicus,  anci  there  to  taKo  me  up. 

I  continued  at  Cairo  atler  their  departure 
three  years,  more  completely  to  indulire  raj 
curioRty  ai\er  all  the  wt^iiders  of  Egypt. 
During  that  time,  I  took  rare  to  send  money 
to  the  jewel  merchant,  onienng  him  to  keep 
my  house  for  me :  lor  1  dtvijrned  to  return 
to  Damasciii*.  and  i^ay  there  some  yenn 
mon\  I  had  no  adventure  at  Oairo  worth 
relating ;. hut,  douhtlefv,  you  will  be  \'ery 
much  surprised  at  tluit  1  met  witli  oftlcrmy 
return  to  DamaHCus. 

Arriving  at  tiiis  city,  I  went  to  the  jewel- 
merchant's  house,  wild  nvfiived  me  joytlil- 
ly,  and  wouhl  needs  so  ulopof  with  me  to 
my  Imuiw.  to  shmv  me  that  n(xw^ly  hud  en- 
tered it  while  I  was  at  vent.  The  sesd  whs 
still  entire  uix>n  the  lock :  and  when  I  went 
in.  1  found  everv  thing  in  the  siune  order  in 
which  I  had  {e\\  it 

111  swe(*ning  and  cleaning  nut  my  hall 
where  I  had  used  to  eat  with  the  ladies^  one 
of  my  servants  Ibund  a  gold  chain  nee kfciee, 
with  ten  very  large  and  very  jierfect  penrU 
placed  upon  it  at  cert n  in  dktances.  He 
brought  it  to  me.  and  1  knew  it  to  be  the 
same  1  had  seen  ufion  the  hnly's  nerk  that 
%vas  poisono<l,  aiul  concluded  it  ha«l  broken 
off  and  lidien,  when  I  ditl  imt  ]x*rcei\T  iL 
I  coulil  not  lixVtc  u\\n\  it  wltlimit  slieddiiig 
teans.  when  1  called  to  miiul  the  lovely  crea* 
tuie  I  lu'ui  seen  die  in  such  a  shockixic 
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I  wrapt  it  up  and  put  it  in  my 
botoni.' 

I  paned  some  days  to  recover  from  the 
llaie[uea  of  my  voyage;  allor  whichf  I  be^aii 
10  visit  niy  tnrmcr  acqiuiintaiice.  I  aban- 
doned mykielf  to  alt  mnniier  of  ploaaure,  and 
iMensibly  wiunndcireJ  away  all  my  money. 
Bein^  thus  reduced^  iiiE^eod  of  Helling  my 
furniture.  I  resolved  to  i)art  with  my  neck- 
lace :  but  i  lia<I  so  littki  skill  in  pearls,  that 
i  took  my  mcaA»ure3  very  ill,  as  you  shall 
hour. 

1  went  to  the  bczestoin.  where  I  called  a 
crier  aside,  aikl  showing  him  tlie  necklace, 
ttild  him  I  hful  a  iiiiinl  to  tn\\\  it,  and  dedinxi 
him  to  sliow  it  to  llie  principal  jeweller». 
The  crier  wtts  surpriKed  to  w.c  nuch  a  trin- 
keL  What  a  pretty  tliinsr  it  is !  cried  lie. 
■Caring  upon  it  a  lon^  while  with  mhnira- 
lion ;  ne\'er  did  our  merchants  dee  any  thing 
BO  rich.  I  am  sure  I  shall  ol>ligc  tiiein  highly 
m  showinfiT  it  to  thum;aiid  you  need  not 
doubt  they  will  set  a  high  price  upon  it,  in 
emulation  ot'  each  other.  He  curried  me 
Id  a  shop,  which  pivved  to  be  my  landlonl's. 
Stay  here,  Hiiid  the  crier,  I  will  return  pre- 
■entiv,  and  bring  you  an  answer. 

While  he  was  running  about  totdK>w  tlie 
necklace  witii  much  caution,  I  Mit  \%itli  tlie 
jeweller,  wlio  was  glad  to  ^ee  me.  and  we 
oonvemed  on  dillerent  suhjfH'ts.  The  crier 
returned,  and  ciUhng  me  a^ide,  instead  of 
telling  me  the  ncckinee  was  valued  at  two 
thousand  sheriis,  he  ats^ured  me  nobody 
would  give  me  more  tliun  titly.  The  reudon 
is,  add^  he,  the  ptNirU  are  faU^ :  coiu4der, 
see  if  vou  will  i^art  widi  it  at  that  price. 
I  took  aim  at  his  word,  and  wanting  money, 
Go,  said  1, 1  take  your  word,  and  tiiat  ot 
those  who  know  better  tluui  myself;  tUdiver 
it  to  them,  and  bring  me  tlie  money  imme- 
diately. 

The  crier  hud  been  ordered  to  ofier  me 
fifty  sherili*  by  one  of  tlie  richest  jewel lera 
in  town,  wlio  had  only  maile  that  otier  to 
nund  me,  and  try  if  1  u-.ia  well  acquainted 
with^hc  value  of  the  goods  I  exposed  to 
■de.  He  had  no  st toner  receiveil  my  an- 
swer than  in*,  carried  tlie  crier  to  the  jud^e, 
and  showing  him  the  necklace.  Siijsaidhe, 
here  is  a  necklace  tliat  wai«  ntolen  lri>ui  me, 
aui  the  ihief,  under  the  chanicterof  a  mer- 
ehiuit,  has  had  the  inunuience  to  oiler  it  [or 
nle.  and  in  at  this  minuter  in  the  |«:7.e>tein. 
lie  »  willing  to  take  tit^y  slier il^  lor  u  neck- 
lace that  is  worth  twotiuaiisuid,  which  is  a 
plain  argument  that  it  is  r^tolen. 

The  judge  sent  imnifilialely  to  seize  mc; 
and  wnen  I  came  lielore  him,  he  ;i2>kuil  mc, 
if  the  necklace  he  had  in  his  hmul  vraa  not 
the  same  that  1  had  expuft^l  to  isile  in  tlie 
bezestein.  I  told  him  it  was.  Is  it  true, 
said  he,  that  you  ixrt:  will  in?  to  deUver  it 
ibr  lilty  sherii'd  ?  I  aiuwereil  1  wud.  Well. 
■Slid  he.  in  a  scotfiniT  w^ay  to  me,  givo  him 
tiu*  bastinado;  he  will  quickly  tell  us.  with 
all  hit  fine  merchant's  ckxhes,  that  he  is 
oulv  a  downright  tliief;  let  him  be  beat  till 


he  confeves.  The  vk)leiiee  of  the  blows 
made  me  tell  a  lie :  1  confet«ed,  tJiough  it 
was  not  true,  that  I  had  irtolen  tlie  neckTace : 
and  presently  the  judge  ordereii  my  hand 
to  he  cut  oH*. 

Thid  mtide  a  great  noise  in  the  bezestein  i 
and  I  wa-<  scarce  returned  to  my  liouse  when 
my  landlord  came.  My  son,  said  he,  you 
t<eem  to  lie  a  young  man  well  educateil,  and 
of  gootl  sciiKe ;  how  is  it  poMiblc  you  coula 
he  guilty  ot' such  an  unworthy  action  as  tliat 
I  hear  t'idk  of  ?  Vou  gave  me  an  account  ot 
vour  pro|)erty  yourbelf,  aiHl  I  do  not  doubt 
but  tJie  account  in  just.  Why  did  not  you 
ask  money  ot*  me,  and  I  would  have  lent  it 
vou  i  However,  alter  wliat  has  hup^iened, 
1  caniu)t  allow  you  to  lo;i£e  bnger  m  my 
houtie ;  you  must  go  anu  seek  for  other 
lodgingij.  I  was  extiemelv  troubled  at  thui; 
and  entre^itcd  the  jeweller,  with  tears  in 
my  eyeti,  to  let  me  stay  three  da>'8  kinger  in 
his  house,  which  he  granted. 

Alas !  said  I  to  myself,  Uus  misfortune 
and  all'ront  is  nnsufierable :  how  sliall  I  dare 
to  return  ti>  MousjjouI  ?  Nothing  I  can  say 
to  my  liither  will  pereuadc  him  that  I  am 
immcuMt. 

Three  hours  afVer  this  fatal  accident  mj 
house  was  as^xulled  by  tlie  judge's  officers, 
accompanied  with  my  landlora,  and  the 
meruluiiit  that  had  falsely  accused  me  of 
having  stolen  the  necklace.  I  iisked  them 
what  brought  them  there.  But  instead  of 
givijig  me  anv  iuiswer,  they  bound  and 
gaggeil  me,  Ciilling  me  a  tliousand  rogues, 
and  telling  me,  tlie  necklace  belonged  to  the 

Soveruor  of  Daiuiiscus.  wlio  had  lost  it  above 
iree  yean  ago,  and  that  one  of  his  daugh- 
ters bad  not  been  heard  of  since  that  time. 
Jud<;e  myseiwitkjnswhgi  I  heard  thisnews. 
However,  I  summoned  all  m  v  resolutkm :  I 
will  tell,  thougla  I,  I  will  teli  tlie  gpyernac 
die  uuth;  and  so  it  will  Kni  witli  him 
either  to  put  mc  to  death,  or  to  pardon  me. 
When  I  was  brought  nefbre  him,  I  ob- 
served he  looked  upon  me  with  an  eye  of 
compaifsion,  from  whence  1  auguretl  welL 
He  ordered  me  to  be  untied ;  and  addresr 
ing  himself  to  the  jeweller  who  accused  ma 
and  to  my  huidlord,  Is  Uiis  tlie  man,  said 
he,  tliat  sold  the  pearl  necklace  ?  They  had 
no  sooner  answej^d  yes  thmi  he  said.  lam 
sure  lie  did  not  steal  tlie  necklace,  and  I  am 
miirh  nritonishcnl  at  the  injustice  that  has 
In^mi  done  him.  Tlie.-tc  words  givin?  me 
C4>nrage,  Sir.  said  1. 1  do  assure  you  i  am 
jiertf'Ctly  iiuuK-cMit.  I  am  likewise  fully  per- 
suadisl  the  necklace  diil  never  bekmg  to  my 
acca-<er.  whom  1  never  saw,  and  whose  hor 
rible  iierfiily  is  the  causfc  of  my  unjust  treat- 
ment It  Ls  true,  I  made  a  confesskm  as  il 
I  h:ul  stolen  it  :  but  this  I  did  contrary  to 
my  conscience  through  the  force  of  torture, 
and  lor  another  recison  that  I  am  ready  to 
tell  you,  if  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  near 
me.  I  know  enough  of  it  already,  replied 
the  governor,  to  do  you  one  part  of  the  jus- 
tice that  is  due  to  you.   Take  from  hence 
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fMBliiuF^  ha.  tftka  tlie  ftke  aoewer;  let 
liimtiiiderfothe«mnepaAHbmeiithecaiiied 
to  be  inflieted  on  thk  70U119  man  wfaote  in- 
noeenee  it  known  to  me. 

The  gcivernor'f  ordera  were  immediateljr 
pot  in  ezeeutkm :  the  jeweller  was  poniahed 
•e  he  dettved.  Then  the  governor,  having 
ordered  all  the  company  to  withdraw,  laid 
to  me,  MjT  eon.  tell  me  without  (ear  how 
thii  necklace  fiul  into  your  hande— conceal 
nochinf  from  me.  Then  I  told  him  plainly 
aU  that  Imd  peeMd,  and  declared  I  had 
ehonn  nuther  to  pan  for  a  thief  than  to  re- 
vt&l  that  tragical  adventure.  Good  God ! 
■aid  the  governor,  thy  judgments  are  iucom- 
prehensble,  and  we  ought  to  tubmitto  them 
wiUiout  murmuring,  ireceive,  with  an  en- 
tire tubmiMkm,  the  stroke  thcxi  hast  been 
plouRBd  to  inflict  upon  me.  Then,  directing 
mi  discourse  to  me,  My  son,  said  he,  having 
DOW  heard  the  cause  of  your  disgrace,  for 
which  I  am  very  much  concomed,  I  will 
give  you  an  account  of  the  disgrace  that 
befell  me.  Know,  then,  that  I  am  the  Ei- 
ther of  those  two  youijff  ladies  you  were 
speaking;  of  but  now.  The  first  bdy .  who 
had  the  unpudence  to  come  to  vour  house, 
was  my  eldest  daughter.  I  had  given  her 
in  marriage,  at  Cairo,  to  one  of  her  couwml 
my  brothei^  son.  Her  husband  died,  and 
she  returned  home,  corrupted  with  all  man- 
ner of  wickedness  which  she  had  learned  in 
Egypt  Befi>re  I  took  her  home,  hm*  young- 
est snter,  who  died  in  that  deplorable  man- 
ner in  your  arms,  was  a  voy  prudent  young 
woman,  and  had  never  given  me  any  oc- 
easkm  to  complain  of  her  conduct  But  after 
that,  the  eldest  sirter  grew  very  intimato 
with  her.  and  insens&ly  made  heras  wicked 
asherseu*. 

The  day  after  the  death  of  the  youngest, 
not  finding  her  at  table,  I  asked  her  eldest 
aiiter  what  was  become  of  her ;  but  she, 
instead  of  answering,  fell  to  erring  bitterly, 
(fom  whence  I  formed  a  latal  presage  1 
pressed  her  to  inform  me  of  what  1  asked 
her.  FUher,  said  she,  sobbing,  I  can  tell 
vou  DO  more  than  that  my  sister  put  on  her 
best  cbthes  vesterday,  and  her  fine  pearl 
Decklace.  and  went  out,  and  has  not  been 
heard  of  since.  I  made  search  for  my 
daughter  all  over  the  town,  but  could  learn 
Dodung  of  her  unhappy  fate.  In  the  mean 
time  the  eldest,  who  doubtless  repented  of 
her  jeakMis  fury,  took  on  very  much^  and 
IncesBantlv  bewailed  the  death  of  her  sitter : 
she  denied  herMlf  all  manner  of  food,  and 
so^t  an  end  to  her  deplorable  days. 

Such,  continued  the  eovemor,  such  is  the 
conditkm  of  mankind  P-eueh  are  the  un- 
hicky  accidentp  to  which  they  are  exposed ! 
However,  my  son,  added  he,  since  we  are 
both  of  us  equally  unfortunate,  let  us  unite 
our  sorrow,  and  not  abandon  one  another.* 
1  give  ypn  m  marriage  a  third  daughter  I 
have  still  left ;  she  is  younger  than  ner  sis- 
ten,  and  in  no  respect  imitates  their  con- 
ooet;  beskles,  she  is  handmroer  than  they 


were,  and  J  assure  you  is  of  n 
calculated  to  make  you  happ/.  You 
have  no  other  house  but  mme:  and  bRmt 
my  death,  you  and  she  shall  be  neus  to  aO 
myproperty. 

Sur,  siud  I,  I  am  ashamed  of  all  your  fi^ 
voun^  and  shall  never  be  able  to  make  a 
sufficient  acknowledgment  Enough,  saal 
he,  interrupting  roe ;  let  us  not  wasto  time 
inidle  words.  This sakl,  he  called  for  wit- 
nesses, ordered  the  contract  of  marriage  to 
be  drawn,  and  I  mamed  his  daughter  wilfar 
oat  farther  ceremonj. 

He  was  not  satisfied  with  piinishiniir  tha 
jeweller  who  had  falsely  accused  me»  bal 
confiscated  for  my  use  all  his  propiBitT. 
whkh  was  very  eonsiderabk).  As  for  tte 
rest,  since  you  have  been  called  to  the  fiH 
vernor's  house,  you  may  have  seen  what  re* 
met  thev  pay  me  thm.  I  must  tell  yoa 
further,  that  a  man  who  has  been  aent  bf 
my  uncles  to  EgjTt,  on  purpose  id  inqaiia 
for  me  there,  passing  through  im  citj, 
found  me  out,  and  came  last  night  and  d^ 
livered  me  a  letter  from  them.  They  in- 
form me  of  my  father's  death,  and  mvitB 
me  to  come  and  take  possesskm  of  hii 
at  Mbusmul ;  but  as  the  alliance  and 

ship  of  the  governor  have  fixed  me 

him,  and  willnot  suffer  me  to  leave  lum,  I 
have  sent  back  the  expresi  with  a  power. 
which  will  secure  to  me  my  property.  After 
what  you  have  heard^  I  hopt  you  will  na^ 
don  my^  incivility  dunng  the  coune  or  my 
illness,  in  giving  j^ou  my  left  instead  of  my 
rigl^hana. 

This,  said  the  Jewish  physician,  this  is 
the  story  I  heard  from  the  young  man  of 
MoosHMil.  I  continued  at  Damascus  ae  kiB^g 
as  the  governor  lived;  after  his  death,  being 
in  the  flower  of  my  age,  I  had  the  cuiiosilf 
to  travel.  Accordingly,  I  went  thmugn 
Persia  to  the  Indies,  and  came  at  JasC  to 
settle  in  thii  your  capital,  where  I  piaetiBa 
physic  with  reputation. 

The  sultan  of  Caesar  was  well  pkasad 
with  this  last  story.  1  must  sav.  laia^e  to 
the  Jew,  the  story  you  have  told  me  is  veiy 
singular;  but  I  declare  frvely,  that  of  the 
little  hump4>ack  k  yet  mere  extraoedinaiy, 
and  much  more  comical  so  you  are  not  to 
expect  that  I  will  give  you  your  Ijfe,  mm 
more  than  the  rest    I  will  hang  ypo  al 


four.  Pray,  sir,  stay  a  minute,  siud  the 
tailor,  advancing  forwards,  and  prostrating 
himself  at  the  sultan's  feet ;  since  your  ma> 
jesty  loves  pleasant  stories,  i  have  one  to 
tell  vou  that  will  not  diipleM  vou.  WeO, 
I  will  hear  thee  too.  said  the  sultan ;  bitf  da 
not  flatter  thvsclf  that  I  will  suffer  thee  to 
live,  unless  thou  tellest  me  some  adventore 
that  is  vet  more  diverting  than  that  of  the 
hump-oacked  man.  Upon  this  the  tailor, 
as  if  he  had  been  sure  of  his  si^hcnie, 
boldly  to  the  ibllowing  purpose  :— 

Tlu  Story  toid  bv  the  TdOan 
A  citizen  of  this  city  dkl  at  the 
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Hpd  tea  Cfmlo  torite  me  to  a  tmt  irtiieb 


r  of  the  house  n 


tinehecame  boine,  wad  brou^  with  him 
a  jvoBC  Doan,  a  ■timnnr,  retr  well  dreneci, 
•ad  wf  haadmne,  but  lame.  When  be 
oame  in,  we  all  nw  up,  and,  out  oT  reqiect 
to  tha  maMer  of  the  houK,  invited  the 
Tenv  <Ban  to  at  down  with  m  upon  the 
mtk.  Ha  wu  fotng  to  do  n,  but,  all  on  a 
■iddn,  ^irinc  a  barber  in  our  conpany, 
faBlewbaekwardB,  and  made  toward*  tlie 
daar.  Hie  majter  of  the  houM,  iunmaed 
■I  hb  behaviour,  etopped  him.  Where  are 
yon  feiiv  1  aid  be.  I  brou^t  vou  okmc 
with  nie  to  do  me  tlie  honour  of  beinc  my 
goM  mong  ibe  mt  oT  ray  IHendi,  and 
yen  are  no  Mooer  got  into  m^  houoe,  but 
jBQ  are  tar  running  awa^  anin.  Sir,  aaid 
tha  TOnng  man,  for  God^  nke  do  not  Mop 
lar  In  me  go :  I  caniHt  without  honor 
lode  npm  that  abominable  barber,  who. 
thoi^be  wBabominaeounti7  where  all 
tbeaatrrM  an  white,  rewmbles  an  Ethio- 
piaiL  and  h»  nul  ■  yet  blacker  and  mon 
banUelhanhii&ee. 

Wa  warn  all  nuprMed  to  hear  the  yoong 
man  iQeak  «>,  and  we  began  to  have  a  very 
bad  opmion  oi'the  baiher,  without  knowing 
trhai  graund  the  young  roan  had  for  what 
im  MiL  Nay,  we  ptoteMed  we  would  not 
moAt  mof  tma  to  remain  in  our  company 
wlMbnavhanid  a  character.  Theroaa- 
ter  of  the  faaoM  entreated  the  Granger  to 
n  he  had  for  ■   -        ' 


tmimt  01  my  beinx  1 

tlia  craeUetf  accidei ., 

agme.  For  ihii  leaMn  I  have  sworn  to 
mvcii  all  the  placet  where  he  ie,  and  even 
■at  to  May  in  the  cities  where  he  dwells.  It 
waa  fbaths  leasDO  that  I  left  Bagdad,  where 
he  thev  wa^  and  travelled  n  fiu- to  settle  in 
Ibmatyja  the  heart  oT  Oreat  Tartary,  a 
place  mere  I  flattered  myaelT  I  abould 
— yBTMahim;  and  now,  alter  all,  contrary 
•a  ny  expectation,  I  find  him  hwe.  This 
•faliiei  me,  gentlemen,  against  my  will,  to 
dnnve  myaelfoTthe  honoorof  being  merry 
«&h  yon.    This  very  day  I  take  leave  of 

ffiwwn,  and  wilt  go,  if  I  can,  to  hide  my 
wbeieheatudTnotoaoie.  ThiisBid, 
Ita  would  have  left  ua,  but  the  mtuterorthe 
feoase  kept  him,  and  entreated  him  to  stay, 
mad  tell  us  the  cause  at  his  aversion  for  the 
baiter,  wtio  alt  this  while  looked  down,  and 
•aid  not  a  word. — We  joined  with  the  mas- 
ter of  the  bouse  in  re<tueRtiag  him  to  stay ; 
aad,  at  bat,  the  young  nmn,  yielding  to  our 
iiaportunitie*,  sat  down  upon  the  sotu ;  and, 
ate  turmng  his  back  to  the  barber,  ihat  he 
■debt  not  see  him,  gave  ua  the  following 

My  fitfber't  qinlity  might  have  entitled 


hhn  to  the  higheat  p(M  in  the  city  of  Bat- 
dad:  bathealwayspreterTeda^iietlifato 
all  the  honours  he  might  deserve.  Iwaahb 
only  child,  and  when  ne  died  I  waa  already 
educated,  and  of  age  to  dispose  of  the  plea- 
titiil  fortune  hehadleAme;  whiehldidnot 
squander  away  foolishly,  but  applied  it  to 
toch  uses  that  every  boily  icspected  ma. 

I  had  iwt  been  yet  dwtutMd  with  aity 
panon ;  i  was  so  iar  friKn  being  seiaible  of 
love,  that  I  acknowledge,  perhaps  to  my 
ihame,  that  I  cautioiuly  avoided  the  coo- 

'■— "--  ^--',  walking  in 

onyoTladiea 

-     ^ -tmeetthem, 

I  turned  down  a  narrow  lane  just  by,  ana 
nt  down  upon  a  bench  by  a  door.  I  sat 
over  BZainst  a  window  where  there  atood  a 
pot  with  very  pretty  fioweis,  and  I  had  my 
ey;es  fixed  upcr  it,  when  on  a  sudden  the 
window  opeoed,  and  a  r  '    ' 

ed,  whose  beauty  strucb 
•he  cast  her  eyoupon  roc,  ouu  m  nsLEiu* 
the  flower-pot  with  a  hand  whiter  than  ala- 
baster, kwlced  upcm  me  with  a  anile  that 
inspired  me  with  as  much  love  for  her,  aa  I 
had  fotmeriy  aversoa  for  all  women.  Afler 
having  watered  her  flowera,  and  daned 
upon  me  aglance  full  of  cbarriH  that  pierced 
mj(  heart,  ahe  abut  the  window  again,  and 
■       ;,  Irom 

m^ 
aw  (ha 

^ -.mule, 

and  attended  by  five  or  az  aervanis:  ha 
alighted  at  the  door  of  the  house  where  the 
young  lad/  had  c^iened  the  window,  and 
went  m ;  from  whence  I  cooeluded  he  waa 
the  young  bdy^  bther. 

I  went  oome  in  a  difierent  Mate  of  mii^t 
toeaed  with  a  paanon  the  mcve  violent,  u  I 
had  never  Teh  its  asKults  before:  I  weotto 
bed  in  a  violent  fever,  at  which  ail  the  fa 
lily  was  much  concerned.    My  rebtioo^ 


importuned  me  to  tell  the  cause;  which  I 
tow  care  not  to  discover.  Hy  silence  crc^ 
ted  an  uneasiness  that  the  physicians  ooold 
not  dispel,  because  they  knew  nothing  <f 
my  distemper,  and  by  their  medicinea  ut^ 
lather  inflamed  than  checked  it. 

My  relmioni  be^m  to  despair  of  my  tiA^ 
whcxtanoldladyofouracquamtancaheaiw 
iiw  I  waa  ill,  came  to  sea  ma.  Sheeonskler- 
ed^roe  with  great  attention,  and  after  havinc 
examined  me,  penrtiated,  1  know  not  bow, 
the  real  cause  of  my  illnw.  She  took  oiy 
rdaiions  aade,  and  deeired  all  my  peopla 
would  retire  out  of  the  lootn,  and  leave  her 
akMte  with  me. 

When  the  room  was  clear,  the  lat  dowc 
—1  the  ade  of  my  bed.  My  wo,  and  aba, 
you  have  obetinately  eoncealed  the  ca'jse 
o(  your  illne«;  but  yoo  have  no  '■*«— JTi 
to  reveal  it  to  nw.  1  have  nqtetinea 
.1  ._.   ^,j(^.  ynn^i 
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not  deny  it,  wlicn  I  tell  you  it  is  love  that 
makes  you  Bick.  I  can  tind  a  way  to  cure 
you,  if  TOU  will  but  let  me  know  who  that 
iiappy  lady  is  that  could  movn  a  heart  m 
iriBeasiblcas  youm;  tur  you  have  the  cha- 
meter  of  a  woman-hater,  and  I  was  not  tlie 
lost  that  Dcrceived  that  such  was  your  ditt- 
po8itk>n ;  out  what  1  tbrcRaw  has  come  to 
pass,  and  I  am  now  jjlad  of  the  opi)ort unity 
to  employ  my  talentrf  in  relieving  your  iwiiii. 
The  old  lady,  havins:  Uilkod  to  nie  thus, 
pauFcd,  expectiner  my  iuiswer ;  but  though 
what  she  had  ssiid  had  made  a  »inmg  im- 

Ereseion  upon  me.  I  durst  not  lav  o^en  to 
ep  the  bottom  of  my  heart :  I  only  turned 
to  her,  and  letchetf  a  deep  sisrh,  without 
saying  any  tliins;.  U  it  bashful niMs,  naid 
she.  that  keei)s  you  from  Pi)eakiinr  f  or  is  it 
want  of  confidence  in  me  ?  Do  you  doubt 
the  etlect  of  my  promise  ?  I  could  mentk)n 
to  you  a  number  of  young  men  ot'  your  ac- 

auaintance  that  have  been  in  the  t<ame  con- 
ition  with  you,  and  have  received  relief 
from  me. 

The  grood  lady  told  me  so  many  more 
circumstances,  that  1  broke  silence,  declar- 
ed to  her  my  complaint,  pointed  out  to  her 
the  place  where  1  had  seen  the  object  wliicli 
occasioned  it,  and  unravelled  all  the  cir- 
cumstances of  my  adventure.  If  you  suc- 
ceed, said  I.  and  procure  me  the  happiness 
of  seein^:  that  channing  beauty,  and  rcvwil- 
ing"  to  her  the  passion  with  which  I  bum 
tor  her.  you  may  depend  u(X)n  it  I  will  be 

frateful. — My  son,  »«aid  the  old  woman,  1 
now  the  lady  >'ou  Pi)eak  of;  she  is,  as  you 
rij^htly  jud^,  the  daughter  of  tlie  first  cadi 
«  this  city.  I  am  not  surprised  that  >'ou 
are  in  k>ve  with  her :  slie  is  the  handsomest 
and  most  lovely  lady  in  Bagdad ;  but  wluit 
I  most  hesitate  about  is,  tlmt  she  is  very 
proud,  and  of  difficult  need's.  You  know 
now  f>lrict  our  jud«res  are  in  enjoining  the 
punctual  ()bsi»rvanre  of  the  severe  laws 
th^t  confine  women  in  such  a.Ktrict  con- 
straint; and  they  an»  yet  more  strict  in  the 
ol).>^?rvati(>n  of  theui  in  their  own  tiimilies: 
the  cadi  you  saw  is  inon*  ri?id  in  that  |x)int 
than  air  the  other  nia£rit»tniti»s  together. 
They  are  always  pn»aehin»  to  their  daugh- 
ters what  a  heinouH  crime  it  is  to  shew 
thenii%clves  to  men ;  and  the  girls  thein- 
8elve^?  are  so  pn?jH)f»*essed  with  the  notion, 
that  tliry  make  no  other  use  of  their  mvn 
eye>t  but  to  conduct  th<Mn  along  the  stre<»t. 
when  necessity  4»l)lisr«*.'i  them  to  sro  abriKid. 
I  do  not  say  absolutely  that  the  tiivi  cadi'»* 
dauphtrr  is  of  that  liiimour :  but  that«iiM>s 
not  niniler  my  tearinir  to  niet^t  with  an  !rn*at 
obstacles  uii  her  side  as  on  her  tiitJHTV. 
Would  t<»<io«l  you  had  loved  anyniher! 
tlieii  1  k)|(>\i1<1  iHit  hav«*  had  so  many  dilH- 
culties  to  surmount.  However.  I  shall  em- 
ploy all  my  wits  tocom|)iisi$  tin;  matter :  but 
It  requires  time.  In  tlie  mean  time,  take 
counige.  ami  tniist  in  me. 

The  old  woman  tmk  leavtiof  me;  and 
as  I  weighed  witiiln  myself  all  theobstaclcs 


she  had  been  talking  of,  the  fear  of  her  not 
succeeding:  in  her  undertaking  inflam#Ml  my 
disorder.  iVezt  day  slie  came  afain,  and  1 
read  in  her  countenance  that  she  liail  no&« 
voumble  i tews  to  im iKirt.  She  «poke  thus ; 
My  son,  I  was  not  mistaken ;  I  have 


what  else  to  conquer  bendea  the  vi|fiJaiioe 
of  a  father:  \'oulove  an  iiiflenable  objeet, 
who  takeri  pleasure  in  making  everyone 
burn  with  love  who  suflcr  tliemseiveB  to  b« 
charme<l  bv  her;  but  she  will  not  de^^ 
'  ?.  le; 


tliem  the  least  romtbrt.  She  heard 
with  pl(*{l^<un^  when  I  spoke  of  nothine  but 
the  torment  she  made  you  undergo ;  out  I 
no  KtXNier  oixMieii  mv  mouth  to  engage  her 
to  allow  you  to  hce  her,  and  convene  with 
her,  but  castini^  at  me  a  terrible  look,  Yoa 
are  very  1>(>I«1.  Kiid  she,  to  make  such  a  pro- 
pus;il  to  me ;  I  charges  you  never  to  eee  me 
agsiin  with  such  language. 

Do  not  iet  this  cast  you  down,  continued 
slie  ;  I  am  not  rasily  disheartened ;  and  if 
vour  patience  does  but  hokl  out,  1  am  hope- 
ful  I  dial  I  compujss  my  end.  To  shorten  mf 
story,  st'iid  the  young  man,  tliis  good  go- 
between  made  several  limitless  attacka  in 
mv  Ix^half  on  the  proud  enemy  of  my  reiL 
The  vexatbn  I  suffered  infiamed  my  di»* 
tenii^er  to  t>iat  dtrgi-ee,  that  my  ph>'«iciaai 
giive  me  over.  I  wa^  considered  aa  a  dead 
man,  when  the  old  woman  came  to  recall 
me  to  lile. 

That  nobody  might  hear  what  was  nidy 
she  whis|)ere<i  in  my  ear, — Remember  the 
present  vou  owe  for  the  good  news  I  brin^ 
you.  Tnes(>  words  pnxluced  a  marveUooa 
etit'Ct ;  1  Riizred  mysidf  up  in  the  bed.  and 
with  tnmsport  made  answer.  You  shall  nol 
go  without  a  nn^sent;  but  what  k  the  newa 
you  bring  me  f — Dearsir.sakl  she,  you  shall 
not  die;  I  shall  s^K^'dily  have  the  pleamre 
to  siH»  you  in  piTlect  health,  and  very  well 
satisHtM  with  me.  Yesterday,  being  Mon- 
day. I  went  to  see  the  lady  you  love,  and 
txunid  her  in  a  very  goo<l  humour.  Asaoon 
as  I  came  in.  I  put  on  a  sad  counteniuiee, 
and  tetoheil  many  deep  si<rhs,  and  bc^im  to 
sr|ueeze  out  Konie  teare:  My  good  mother, 
SSI  id  she.  what  is  the  matter  witii  you  1  why 
are  you  so  cast  «k)wn  / — Ahis.  my  dear  and 
honounihle  liuly.  said  I.  I  lia^'e  been  juat 
now  with  the  young  gentlemiui  I  spoke  to 
vou  of  tlie  other  day :  his  businmi  is  done; 
he  JH  L*'iviiig  up  his  lifi*  tor  love  of  \*ou ;  it  ia 
a  ))iTv,  1  iissure  you.  and  yini  haw  f>een  rery 
cruel. — I  am  at  a  Ion:  ui  know,  replied  she, 
how  you  rharge  me  to  lie  the  cause  of  hia 
detith.  How  can  1  have  c^mtributed  to  il  ? 
— How.  n*pIi<Hl  1.  did  not  \'ou  tell  me  the 
other  day,  that  lie  siit  down  betbrc  yxwr 
win<l«)w.  when  you  oiienetl  it  to  uniter  >'our 
flower-pot  ?  He  thi^ii  paw  that  prodigy  of 
beauty,  those  charms  that  your  mirror  re- 
prejtents  to  you  every  day.  From  that  mo- 
ment he  laniruished,  aiul  his  disonier  is  risen 
to  such  a  heisrht.  that  he  is  retluced  to  tha 
denlomble  condition  I  have  mentioned. 

You  remember  well,  added  1,  how  rigor- 
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mnly  yoix  treated  me  the  liist  time  I  was 
here,  when  1  woa  oHorinv  to  ppciik  in  >'ou 
erf'  his  illnojM,  ami  to  proiKip«^  a  ineniiH  to  ra»- 
coe  him  from  the  danj?er  he  wiis  in:  when 
I  took  leave  of  you.  1  'went  Htr»ijrlit  to  his 
home,  and  he  knew  no  tivxiiifT  by  my  coun- 
tenance that  1  hiul  brv)nL''ht  nn  llivuura- 
ble  uiiriwer,  tlum  his  distpni|M>r  incivaseil. 
From  that  time,  nind:nn.  he  \\i\ti  lieen  n;itdy 
to  die,  and  I  do  nut  kni»v  whothtT  you  can 
■ave  his  lite  now,  thoiiL''h  ydu  nhould  take 

Kityon  him.  Thi^  is  jiist  wimi  (  Ktiid  to 
er,  contiimpil  the  oU\  WDrnan.  Tin*  t(*:ir 
of  your  de:Uh  ahirmed  hiT.  and  I  s:iw  h(T 
face  change  colour.  I s  wh: i  t  vox  \  an  y  t  rue  ? 
■aid  alie.  nan  he  actual ly  ud  oihcrdisordrr 
but  what  wiijt  occru^ioiiod  by  tlio  lr)vc  ot* 
me?— Ah!  madam,  mx'u]  I.  it  i-*  trn>  true; 
would  to  Goil  It  weiv  fiilsf  ! — Do  you  Ihj- 
lleve,  said  nhe,  that  the  hniH's  ot'  i4*(Mn>r  me 
would  at  all  contribute  to  nv<«'uo  him  I'rom 
the  danser  he  w  hi  i — Perhnits  it  may.  i^iid 
I ;  and  it' \-ou  will  ^ive  me  orden*.  1  will  try 
the  remecfy. — Well,  eiaid  i^he,  nij^hinir,  jjivc 
him  hoix?^  of  .^»<?inir  me:  but  he  muj^  pre- 
tend to  no  other  ta\'our  Irom  me,  unlesi^  he 
aipirea  to  marry  nui.  and  my  tiither  ^ives 
his  conetent  to  it. — Madam,  mtlied  I.  your 
mxlnefe  overcome.^  me :  I  will  st)  a  nil  seek 
Uie  youne  eentleman.  anil  tell  him  he  is  to 
have  the  pleanurcof  an  interview  with  vou. 
—The  prtH^eofst  time  I  can  think  of,  yaid 
■he.  lor  ^rantin?  him  that  favour,  is  next 
Friday,  at  the  time  of  noon  prayers.  Lei 
him  tiike  care  to  observe  when  niy  father 
goes  out,  ami  then  come  and  plant  himself 
over-a^oinst  the  hnuse.  if  bis  health  |ht- 
initfl  him  to  come  abnKul.  When  he  c«)mcs, 
I  shall  poe  him  thmuijh  mv  window,  and 
■hall  come  down  and  niien  the  door  to  him : 
we  diall  then  ron\Trw?  tniretlier  during; 
prayer-time,  and  he  must  be  f^one  betbre 
my  father  returns. 

It  18  now  Tues<lay,  continueil  the  old 
lady;  you  luive  Irom  this  time  to  Friday  to 
recover  >'our  strength,  and  make  the  iH?ce»*- 
■ary  diRponitions  Ibr  the  interview.  While 
the  eood  old  lady  was  Piieakinsr,  I  felt  mv 
illnnM  decnww ;  or  rather,  by  tlie  time^h'e 
had  done.  1  Ibund  myself  iierlirtly  well. 
Here,  take  this,  saiil  1,  reaching  out  to  her 
my  purse,  which  was  full ;  it  w  to  you 
alone  tlial  I  o^vt»  my  cure.  1  reckon  this 
money  ht*tter  (*mpIoved  than  all  that  I  j^avi* 
to  the  phvMieians.  wlio  have  only  tfirmonted 
me  diirin:r  the*  wholi*  courvi;  ot'  my  illnca^. 

When  the  lady  \vas  iroiiL*,  1  tbiiiid  1  hiul 

■tren^'th  *-i irli  t«»  an  up;  and  my  rt»la- 

tiotiH  liikiiiu^  me  ?«)  wt*ll.  compliinentcd  inc 
upon  it.  and  went  lioine. 

Friday  morning  the  old  w)man  came, 
|u.st  when  1  \viisdies»>in:j  niyselt'.  and  chooi*- 
lo*'  out  the  line.<l  clothes  in  my  wanln)bc. 
1  do  iv>t  a<»k  you,  soiil  she,  how  you  do : 
whui  you  are  about  is  intimation  eiioui^h 
ol'  your  health:  but  will  not  you  bathe  be- 
§an  you  go  to  the  tirist  cadi^s  house  ?— That 
will  take  up  too  much  time,  Boii  I ;  I  w'H 


content  myself  with  sending  ibr  a  barber  to 
ahsive  my  heiul  and  beanl.  Immediately  I 
onlered  one  of  my  t-laves  to  call  a  barber 
that  rould  do  hin  businciis  cleverly  and  ex- 
INiditiously. 

The  slave  brought  me  this  wretch  you 
tire  hero  ;  who  came,  and  a t\er  saluting  me, 
•Sir,  Fiiid  he.  you  Itxik  as  if  you  were  not 
we  1 1 .  1  to!  (1  fi  i  m  I  was  j  u>t  n?cover«»d  from 
a  tit  of  sickness.  1  wisli.  tciid  he,  Gtxl  may 
deliver  vou  I'mrn  all  nii.-<cluuice;  may  liu 
irr.ire  afwsiys  trti  a  Ion:;  witli  you. — 1  hop<^ 
Kjii<l  I.  he  will  irraiit  ynur  wifeh,  lor  which  I 
am  very  murli  obliired  to^  vou. — Since  you 
an*  nroveriiiiT  of  a  tit  «)f  siokntw,  mid  he, 
1  pniy  inn]  |in*s<»rve  your  heiilth  ;  but  now 
nray  let  me  know  what  I  am  to  do ;  1  hav'C 
nniMirht  mv  ni/ors  and  my  lancet;:* ;  do  you 
dr.-jire  to  lie  shaved  or  to  be  bleil  ?  I  rt^plied, 
1  am  just  recovered  of  a  lit  of  sickne^w,  I 
told  ynu.  and  ko  you  niav  readily  judge  1 
oidy  ^vant  to  be  shavc^l.  Come,  make 
ha^Te.  do  not  lost*  time  in  pnittliiur  ;  lor  I  am 
in  iiaste,  and  precisely  at  nom  I  am  to  be 
at  a  place. 

The  biirber  wpiiit  nmeli  time  in  oi>eninff 
hiK  case  and  pn'iKirin?  iiis  nizoK ;  instead  \A' 
puitimr  water  intotlie  b.isin.  lie  took  u  very 
handsome  iu^tnilaln^  out  oi'h is ca.se.  anil  went 
very  fjmvely  out  of  my  nxun  to  the  middle 
of"  the  yaril  to  take  the  la-iirht  of  the  sun ,  , 
then  he  n»turned  with  tlieittune  ^nive  jKice. 
and  enterinir  my  n)«)ni.  Sir,  said  lie,  you  will 
be  I  lie:  I  SI 'd  TO  know  thiH  day  '\a  Friday,  the 
IHtli  of  the  moon  Si  I  tar,  hi  the  ye^u"  »i5:i* 
fmm  ihi'  n'tii'at  (»f  our  irreat  jirophet  Irom 
M«-iTa  to  Meiiina.  and  ni  tiie  yrar  732i)r 
of  tl»'  ejrfvha  of  liie  ureat  I.-ki?nder  with  two 
horns:  and  that  the  omjunetion  of  Mars 
and  Mercurv  si^nitiesf  you  cannot  cIkmhk  a 
better  time  than  tliis  verv  day  and  hour  lor 
U'inir  Hhaved.  But  on  the  other  hand,  the 
Himo  (MMij unction  is  a  luul  ])resage  to  )t>u. 
1  leArn  Irom  thrnre.  tliat  thw  day  you  run 
a  grtMit  risk,  not  indenl  of  losing  \'our  htc, 
but  ot*  an  iiicon\tMuence  which  will  attend 
vou  while  you  live.  You  are  (.'bl)<reil  to  mc 
tor  the  advice  I  now  trive  you.  to  take  aire 
to  avoid  it ;  I  i<hould  he  sorry  if  it  belell 

>'OU. 

You  may  gueiv,  gentlemen,  how  vexed  I 

•  This  year  6.'>3  ia  one  of  ihe  Hrgira,  the 
common  rjioclui  of  the  .Mulumietanv,  mid  an 
nwvT^  ti)  tlio  \r.ir  I*J.Vi  t'n)iii  tlio  nativity  of 
(Jhriiit;  trtMii  whrmv  wc  iiuty  nmjecture  that 
thi'«r  roiii[>iit:itioiis  wcru  iiudc  in  Arabui  sboat 
th:it  tiinr. 

t  An  fir ihe  year  Tl'Ji),  thi* autlior  iii  mistaken 
in  tliut  a>in|iu::itiiin.  The  ycur  6oi\  of  the  He- 
irini,  iiiii  the  ri.V)of  Chri;<t,  coincidu  only  with 
thr  l.ViT  of  the  era  or  e|NichA  of  the  St^udJet^ 
whii'h  ir(  the  nuiiic  with  th:it  of  Alexander  the 
Un^t  who  is  rallitl  Iskcnder  with  two  homsi 
aivoniiiii;  to  the  rxpn'Moa  of  the  Arabtaiii. 
This  name  he  luw  from  his  fiithrr,  Jupiter  Am- 
mon,  in  meoHvy  of  whom  he  ia  repraMntsn 
sometimea  with  the  horns  of  a  nm  oabat  hnd. 
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at  ha^in^  &llen  into  the  hands  ofauch  mr  vahie,  it  is  not  my  iauit.    Your 

a  pratdinr,  impertinent  barber ;  what  an  ed  father  did  me  more  iustice.    EYery  tima 

mmafloowie  aidventure  it  was  for  a  lover  he  sent  for  me  to  let  nim  blood,  he  mada 

pttpamg  for  an  interview !    I  was  quite  me  sit  down  by  him,  and  ho  was  eharmed 

BDgry.     I  care  not,  said  I,  in  anger,  for  with  hesurin^  what  nne  things  I  said  to  hiiii. 

your  advice  and  predictions;  I  did  not  call  I  icept  him  m  a  continual  strain  of  adminir 

▼pu  to  consult  your  astrology ;  you  came  tion :  I  elevated  him  *,  and  when  I  bad 

mther  to  shave  me ;  shave  me,  or  b^one.  finished  my  discourse.  My  God,  cried  he^ 

I  will  call  another  barber. — Sir,  said  he,  you  are  an  inexhaustible  source  of  seiaiioe; 

with  a  phlegm  that  put  me  out  of  all  pa-  no  man  can  reach  the  depth  of  your  kncrn^ 

tience,  whfU  reason  nave  you  to  be  angry  ledge.  My  dear  sir,  said  I  again,  yoa  do  mt 

with  me  1    You  do  not  know  that  all  l^-  more  honour  than  I  deserve.    If  I  say  maj 

bers  are  not  like  me;  and  that  you  would  thing  that  is  fine,  it  is  owin^  to  the  fitvouiw 

■earce  find  such  another,  if  you  made  it  able  audience  you  vouchsafe  me ;  it  it  rpm 

your  business  to  search.    You  only  sent  for  liberality  that  mspires  me  with  the  ■abliiBa 

a  barber :  but  here  in  my  person,  you  have  thoughts  that  have  the  happiness  to  ptoM 

the  best  barber  in  Bagdad,  an  experienced  you.   One  day,  when  he  was  charmeg  with 

physician,  a  very  profound  chemist,  an  infai-  an  admirable  discourse  I  had  made  hkn. 

lible  astrologer,  a  finished  grammarian,  a  Give  him,  said  he^  a  hundred  ptecesofffold, 

complete  orator,  a  subtle  bgician,  a  matne-  and  invest  him  with  one  of  my  riofaeit  rSbafc 

matician  perfectly  well  versed  in  geometry,  I  received  the  present  upon  the  not  and 

arithmetic,  astronomy,  and  all  the  refine-  presently  I  drew  his  horoscope,  and  Knind 

ments  of  algebra ;  an  historian  fully  master  it  the  happiest  in  the  world.  Nay,  I  canied 

of  the  histones  of  all  the  kingdoms  ofthe  uni-  my  gratitude  farther ;  I  let  him  blood  witli 

verse.    Besides.  I  know  alTpcutsof  philoso-  cupping-glasses. 

phy.    I  have  all  our  law  traditions  at  my  This  was  not  all;  he  spun  out  anoClier 

fingers'  ends.    I  am  a  poet ;  I  am  an  arclu-  harangue  that  was  a  full  half  hour  loof  • 

tBCt^  and  what  is  it  I  am  not?    There  is  Tired  with  heaiing  him,  and  fretted  at  the 

nothmg  in  nature  hidden  from  me.    Your  loss  of  time,  which  was  almost  spent  befaa 

deceased  father,  to  whose  memory  I  jpay  a  I  was  half  ready,  I  did  not  know  what  to 

trfl)ute  of  tears  every  time  I  think  of  him,  say.   It  is  imponihle,  said  I,  there  should  ba 


was  fully  convinced  of  my  merit :  he  was  such  another  man  in  the  world,  who  w>w» 

fond  of  me,  and  spoke  of  me  in  all  oompa-  pleasure,  as  you  do,  in  making  people  mad. 

nies  as  the  first  man  in  the  world.    Out  of  I  thought  that  I  should  wa^eed  DcMer.  if 

frratitude  and  friendship  for  him,  I  am  will-  I  deah  mildly  with  my  barber.     In  m 

mg  to  attach  myself  to  you,  to  take  you  into  name  of  God.  said  I,  leave  offsH  tout  fine 

m^  protection,  and  guard  you  from  all  the  talking,  and  despatch  me  presently ;  busi- 

evils  that  your  stars  may  threaten.  ness  en  the  last  importance  calls  me^  aa  I 

When  i  heard  all  this  stuff.  I  could  not  have  told  )rou  alrrady.    At  thiiL  he  fell  a 

forbear  laughing,  notwithstanding  my  an-  laughing :  it  would  be  a  laodaole  thii^, 

ger.    You  impertinent  prattler !  said  I,  will  said  he,  if  our  minds  were  always  in  the 

you  have  done,  and  begin  to  shave  me  ?  same  state;  if  we  were  always  wise  and 

Sir,  replied  the  barber  to  me,  you  afiront  prudent ;  however,  I  am  willing  to  beiievv, 

me  in  calling  me  a  prattler;  on  the  contrary,  that  if  you  are  angry  with  me,  it  ia  your 

all  the  world  gives  me  the  honourable  title  distemper  has  causea  that  change  in  ymr 

of  Silent.  I  had  six  brothers  that  you  might  humour ;  and  for  that  reason  yon  aland  m 

Justly  have  called  prattlers ;  and  that  you  need  of  some  instructkMis,  ana  yoa  caoBOt 

may  know  them  the  better,  the  name  ofme  do  better  than  to  folk>w  the  example  of  yoor 

first  was  Bacbouk,  of  the  second,  Bakbarah,  father  and  grand&ther.    Tl^y  eame  and 

of  the  third,  Bacbac,  ofthe  fourth,  Alcouz,  consulted  me  upon  all  occaskms,  and  I  can 

ofthe  GSih,  Abascar,  and  of  the  sixth,  Scha-  say,  without  vanity,  that  they  always  prised 

cabac.    These,  indeed,  were  impertinent  my  advKe  liiffhly.    Pray,  observe,  sir,  man 

chatterers ;  but  for  me,  who  am  a  younger  never  succeea  in  their  underttikinica,  wich- 

brother,  I  am  grave  and  concise  in  my  dis-  out  the  advke  of  men  of  understandii^ 

oowse.  A  man  cannot,  says  the  proveri>,  be  wii% 

For  God's  sake,  gentlemen,  do  but  sup-  without  receiving  advice  from  the  wha.    I 

pose  you  had  been  in  my  place.    What  am  entirely  at  your  service,  and  yoa  have 

could  I  say,  when  I  saw  myself  so  cruelly  onlyto  command  me. 

■tittited?    Give  him  three  pieces  of  gold.  What !  cannot  I  pievail  with  yoa  thai  f 

Mud  I  to  the  slave  that  was  my  house-  said  I,  interrupting  him.  to  leave  off  thasa 

keeper,  and  send  him  away,  that  he  may  kxig  speeches,  that  tend  to  noChinif  but  to 

daitob  me  no  more ;  I  will  not  be  shaved  gpbt  my  head  in  pieces,  and  to  detain  aa 

this  day«— Sir.  sakl  the  barber,  pray  what  from  my  business?  Shave  me,  I  aay,  or  be- 

dovoo  mean  by  that  ?    I  dkl  not  come  to  gone !    With  that,  I  started  np  in  ai^ar. 

aeek  for  7011,  it  was  jTon  sent  for  me;  and  stamping  my  foot  against  the  groond. 

■pee  it  a  so.  I  swear  by  the  ^th  of  a  When  he  saw  I  was  angry  in  eameal, 

Mnswlman,  I  wili  not  stir  out  of  these  doors  Sir.sakihejdonotbeangrT;  waaregainc 

ttU  I  have  dMived  wn.   Ifyoodo  not  know  tobegin.   lie  lathered  my  head,  tad  &Q«» 
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■liaving  Die ;  but  lie  had  not  given  me  ibur 
stA^eB  of  his  razor  when  he  stopped,  8a>'ing, 
Sir,  you  are  hasty :  you  should  avoid  tliese 
transportii,  that  only  come  trom  the  devil. 
I  am  cntitlexl  to  some  conidderation  on  ac- 
count oi*  my  age,  uiy  knowledge,  and  my 
great  virtues. 

Go  on,  and  shave  me,  said  1,  interrupting 
him  again,  and  talk  no  more.  Tliat  is  to 
Hiy,  replied  he,  you  have  some  urgent  busi- 
nesB  to  go  about  3  I  will  lay  you  a  wager, 
I  guctt  right  Why,  1  told  you  so  these  two 
hours,  said  1 :  you  ought  to  nave  shaved  me 
before.  Moderate  your  passion,  replied  he. 
perhaps  you  have  not  maturely  weighed 
what  you  are  ^uing  about:  when  t]un£:s 
are  done  pnxipitateiy,  they  are  generafly 
repented  m.  1  wisli  you  would  telTmc  what 
mighty  business  this  is  you  are  so  earnest 
upon ;  I  would  tell  you  my  opinion  of  it ; 
besides,  you  have  time  ciK>ugh,  since  your 
appointment  is  not  till  noon,  and  it  wnnts 
three  hours  of  that  yet.  I  do  not  mind  that. 
mid  I,  persons  of  honour  and  of  their  word 
are  rather  bctbre  their  time  than  aller.  But 
1  forget,  that  in  amusing  mycicli'  with  rea- 
KMungwith  you,  I  give  into  tlieiaultsof 
you  prattling  barbers :  have  done,  have 
done ;  shave  me. 

The  more  haste  I  was  in,  the  leas  haste 
he  made.  He  laid  down  the  razor,  and  took 
up  his  astrolabe ;  then  laid  down  nis  astro- 
labj^  and  took  up  his  razor  again. 

Toe  barber  quitted  his  razor  again  and 
took  up  his  astrolabe  a  second  time ;  and  so 
lell  me  halfs^ve^l,  to  go  and  see  precisely 
what  o'clock  it  was.  D{ick  he  came,  and 
tlien.  Sir,  said  he,  I  knew  I  was  not  mic>- 
takeo ;  it  wjlu\a  three  hours  of  noon.  1  am 
sure  of  it ;  or  else,  all  the  rules  of  astronomy 
are  £iLae.  Ju&t  heaven !  ciied  I,  my  pa- 
tience is  at  an  end.  I  cAxn  bear  it  no  longer. 
Ynu  curee<l  barber !  vnu  barber  of  mischicP. 
I  can  Bcarce  heli)  fulling  upon  vou  and 
fltran^lin^  you.  Softly,  sir.  said  he,  very 
calmly,  without  bein^  moved  by  my  pasoon: 
You  are  not  afraid  ol  a  relapse ;  be  not  in  a 
pa«k)n :  I  am  going  to  shave  you  this  mi- 
nute. In  speaking  these  words,  he  clapped 
his  astrolalie  in  his  case,  and  took  up  his  ra- 
zor, and  pMing  it  over  tlie  strap  which  was 
fixed  to  his  belt,  foil  to  shaving  me  again : 
but  all  the  while  he  shaved,  tlie  dog  could 
oot  tbrbear  prattling.  If  you  please,  sir,  said 
he^  to  tell  me  what  is  the  business  you  are 
gomg  about  at  noon,  I  could  give  you  some 
advice  that  mav  be  of  use  to  you.  To  sa- 
tiafy  the  fellow,  1  told  him  I  was  going  to 
meet  some  iHeiuls  at  an  entertairunent  at 
noon,  to  make  merry  with  me  upon  the  re- 
covery of  my  health. 

When  the  barber  heard  me  talk  of  rega- 
ling, God  blefB  vou  this  day,  as  well  as  all 
oUwr  days,  cried  he :  You  put  me  in  mind 
that  yesterday  I  invited  four  or  five  friends 
to  eome  and  eat  with  mc  as  this  day ;  in- 
deed I  had  forgot  it,  and  I  have  as  yet  made 
no  i>reparatiQa  for  them.   Do  not  letthat 
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trouble  you,  said  I ;  though  I  dine  abix)ad> 
my  larder  is  adways  well  iuiuished.  1  make 
vou  a  present  of  all  that  it  contains;  and 
besides,  I  will  order^  you  as  much  wme  ai 
you  have  occa>uoii  lor.  lor  I  have  excellent 
wine  in  my  cellar ;  only  you  must  dispatch 
shaving  me :  and  pray  remember  it ;  where 
as  my  latlier  maife  you  pretsents  to  encour 
age  vou  to  i^piN'ik,  I  give  you  mine  to  make 
you  hold  your  tongue. 

He  was  nut  irati<?lled  with  my  promise : 
God  reward  you,  bir,  said  he,  for  your  kind- 
ness }  but  pray  sliow  me  thek«  proviswu 
now,  that  I  may  i?ee  if  tliere  will  be  enough 
to  entertain  my  friends :  I  would  have  them 
satisfied  witli  tlie  good  fare  I  make  them.— 
I  have,  said  I,  a  lamb,  six  capons,  a  dozen 
chickens,  and  eiu)ugh  U)  make  four  courses. 
I  ordered  a  slave  to  bring  all  before  him, 
with  four  great  pitchers  of  wine.  It  is  very 
well,  said  the  barber ;  but  we  shall  want 
fruit,  and  sauce  for  tlie  meat.  That  I  or- 
dered likew^ise ;  but  then  he  ^ave  over  sha- 
ving, to  look  over  every  tlimg,  one  after 
another ;  and  this  survey  lasted  almost  half 
an  hour.  I  raged  and  stormed  like  a  mad- 
man, but  it  signified  notliing:  the  wretch 
made  not  the  more  haste.  However,  he 
took  up  his  razor  again,  and  shaved  me  for 
some  minutes ;  then  stopping  all  on  a  sud- 
den, I  could  not  have  believA.  sir,  that  yon 
would  have  been  so  liberal ;  1  oe^in  to  po^ 
ceive  tliat  your  deceased  fatlier  hvcs  again 
in  you.  Most  certainly,  I  do  not  deserve 
tlie  favours  with  which  you  have  loaded 
me ;  mid  I  assure  you  I  shall  have  them  in 

Kurpetual  remembrance ;  lor,  sir,  to  let  ymi 
now  it,  1  have  nothing  but  what  comes 
from  the  generoiaity  of  such  gentleman  as 
you :  in  which  resucct,  I  am  like  to  Zantout, 
wlio  rubs  the  people  in  tlie  baths ;  to  Sali,  who 
cries  boiled  peas  in  the  streets ;  to  Salout, 
who  sells  beans ;  to  Akeivcha,  who  sells 
greens ;  to  Aboumecarez,  who  sprinkles  the 
streets  to  lay  the  dust ;  and  to  Casr^em,  the 
caliph's  life-guard  man.  Of  all  tliese  per 
sons,  not  one  »  apt  to  be  mclanclioly ;  the^ 
are  neither  impertinent  nor  quarrelsome ; 
they  are  more  contented  ^ith  their  fot  than 
the  caliph  in  the  midst  of  his  court ;  they 
are  alwa>'8  gay,  ready  to  sing  and  dance, 
and  liave  each  of  them  their  peculiar  sopg 
and  dance,  with  which  they  divert  the  city 
of  Baf^dad ;  but  what  I  esteem  most  m 
them  »,  that  they  are  no  great  talkers,  po 
more  than  your  slave,  that  has  now  the 
honour  to  speak  to  you.  Here,  sir,  is  the 
song  and  dance  of  Zantout,  who  rubs  the 
people  in  the  baths;  mind  me,  pray,  and 
see  if  I  do  not  imitate  it  exactly. 

The  barber  smig  the  song,  and  danced 
the  dance  of  Zlantout,  and  let  me  say  what 
I  could  to  oblige  him  to  make  an  end  of  his 
bufiboneries,  he  dul  not  give  over  till  be 
imitated,  in  hke  manner,  the  songs  and 
dances  of  the  other  people  he  had  named. 
Afler thaL addressing  himself  to  ma.  lun 
going,  said  he^  to  invite  all  ume  Doaesi 
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men  to  my  house :  if  yon  will  take  my  ad- 
vice, vou  will  join  us,  and  disappoint  your 
fnends  yonder,  who  perhaps  are  great  talk- 
en,  that  will  only  tease  you  to  death  with 
their  impertinent  discourse,  and  make  you 
relapee  mto  a  distemper  worse  than  that 
you  are  eo  latelv  recovered  of  j  whereas  at 
my  house  you  snail  have  nothing  but  plea- 
sure. 

Notwithstanding  my  an^r,  I  could  not 
fbthear  laughing:  at  the  leliow's  imperti- 
nence. I  wish  ihad  no  business  upon  my 
hands,  said  I ;  I  would  accept  of  the  propo- 
sal ytm  make  me ;  I  would  go  with  all  my 
heart  to  be  merry  with  you :  but  I  beg  to 
be  excused ;  I  am  too  much  engaged  this 
day ;  another  day  I  shall  be  more  at  leisure, 
and  then  we  shall  make  up  that  comnany. 
Come,  finish  shaving  me,  and  make  naste 
home;  perhaps  your  friends  are  already 
come  to  your  house. — Sir,  said  he,  do  not 
refuse  me  the  favour  I  ask  of  you ;  come 
and  be  merry  with  the  good  company  I  am 
to  have :  if  you  were  but  once  in  our  com- 
pany, you  would  be  so  pleased  with  it,  you 
would  forsake  your  friends  to  come  to  us. 
Let  us  talk  no  more  of  that,  said  I ;  I  can- 
not be  your  guest 

I  found  r  gained  no  ground  by  mild 
terms.  Since  vou  will  not  come  to  my 
house,  replied  the  barber,  you  must  allow 
me  to  so  along  with  you :  I  will  go  and 
carry  these  things  to  my  house,  where  my 
(Hends  may  eat  of  them,  if  they  Uke  them, 
and  I  will  return  immediately :  I  would  not 
be  80  uncivil  as  to  leave  you  alone.  You 
deserve  this  piece  of  complaisance  at  my 
hands.'Heavens !  cried  I,  then  I  shall  not 
set  clear  of  this  troublesome  fellow  to-day. 
In  the  name  of  the  living  God,  said  I,  leave 
off  your  unreasonable  jargon ;  go  to  vour 
(Hends,  drink,  eat,  and  be  merry  with  tnem, 
and  leave  me  at  liberty  to  ^o  to  mine.  I 
have  a  mind  to  go  alone:  I  nave  no  occa- 
■ion  lor  company:  besides,  I  must  needs 
tell  yon.  the  place  to  whkh  I  go  is  not  a 
place  where  ybu  can  be  received ;  nobody 
must  come  there  but  I. — You  jest,  sir,  said 
he :  if  your  friends  have  invited  you  to  a 
least,  what  should  prevent  you  from  albw- 
ing  me  to  accompany  you  ?  You  will  please 
them,  I  am  sure,  by  earrring  thither  a  man 
that  can  talk  comically  like  me,  and  knows 
how  to  divert  company.  But  say  what  you 
will,  I  am  determined  I  will  go  along  with 
you,  in  spite  of  you. 

Tnese  words,  gentlemen,  perplexed  me 
much.  How  snail  I  get  rid  of  this  cursed 
barber  ?  thought  I  to  myself.  If  I  persist 
in  contradicting  him,  we  shall  never  have 
done. 

Besides,  I  heard  then  the  first  call  to  noon 
prayers,  and  it  was  time  for  me  to  go.  In 
One,  I  resolved  to  say  nothing  at  all,  and  to 
make  as  if  I  consented  to  his  aooompanjring 
mt.  He  then  made  an  end  of  sharing  me, 
and  I  said  to  him,  Tkke  some  of  my  ser- 1 
▼ants  to  cany  these  prorisioiis  akngwith' 


you,  and  return  hither ;  I  will  stay  for  yoo 
and  shall  not  go  without  you. 

At  last  he  went,  and  I  dressed  myself 
quickly.  I  heard  the  last  call  to  prayers,  and 
made  haste  to  set  out :  but  the  malicioua 
barber,  who  gue^ed  my  intention,  went 
with  my  servants  only  within  sight  of  the 
house^  and  stood  there  till  he  saw  them  en- 
ter his  house ;  having  hid  himself  at  the 
comer  of  the  street,  with  an  intent  to  ob- 
serve and  follow  me.  In  fine,  when  I  ar- 
rived at  the  ciuli's  door,  I  looked  back  and 
f^w  him  at  the  head  of  the  street,  which 
fretted  me  to  the  last  degree. 

The  cadi's  door  was  half  open,  and  as  I 
went  in  I  sawan  old  woman  waiting  tor  me, 
who  aAer  she  had  shut  the  door,  conducted 
me  to  the  chamber  of  the  young  lady  I  was 
in  love  with ;  but  we  liad  scarce  began  oar 
interview,  when  wc  heard  a  noise  in  the 
streets.  The  >'oung  lady  put  her  head  to 
the  windov.',  and  saw  through  the  gate,  that 
it  was  the  cadi  her  father  returning  already 
from  prayers.  At  the  same  time  1  looked 
through  the  window,  and  saw  the  baiber 
sitting  over-a^nst  the  house,  in  the  same 

{)lace  where  Ihad  seen  the  young  lady  be- 
ore. 

.  I  had  then  two  things  to  fear,  the  airrnd 
of  the  cadi,  and  the  presence  of  the  baiber. 
The  young  lady  mitigated  my  fear  of  the 
first,  by  assuring  me,  the  cadi  came  but 
very  seldom  to  her  chamber,  and  as  she  had 
foreseen  that  this  misadventure  might  hap- 
pen, she  had  contrived  a  way  to  convey  me 
out  safe :  but  the  indiscretion  of  the  accurs- 
ed barber  made  me  very  uneasy ;  and  yon 
shall  hear  that  this  my  uneasiness  was  not 
without  ground. 

As  soon  a6  the  cadi  was  come  in,  he 
caned  one  of  his  slaves  that  had  deserved  it. 
This  slave  made  a  horrid  noise,  which  was 
heard  in  the  streets :  the  barber  thought  it 
was  I  that  cried  out,  and  was  maltreated. 
Preposessed  with  this  thought,  he  roared 
out  aloud,  rent  his  clothes,  threw  dust  upon 
his  head,  and  culled  the  neighbourhooa  to 
his  assistance.  The  neighbourhood  came, 
and  asked  what  assist^mce  he  wanted. 
Alas !  cried  he,  tliey  are  assassinating  my 
master,  my  dear  patron ;  and  without  say- 
ing any  thin^  more,  he  ran  all  the  way  Is 
my  house,  with  the  very  same  cry  in  bis 
mouth.  From  thence  he  returned.  iUkyw- 
ed  by  all  my  domestics  armed  with  stickk 
They  knocked  with  inconceivable  fury  at 
the  cadi's  door,  and  the  cadi  sent  a  slave  to 
see  what  was  the  matter ;  but  the  slave 
being  frightened,  returned  to  his  master, 
crying,  Sir,  above  ten  thousand  men  are 
going  to  break  into  your  house  by  force. 

Immediately  the  cadi  himself  ran,  open- 
ed the  door,  and  asked  what  they  wanted. 
His  venerable  presence  could  not  inspire 
them  with  respect  They  insolently  said  to 
him,  You  cureed  cadi,  you  dog  or  a  cadi, 
what  reason  have  you  to  aansnuUe  our 
master?  What  has  he  done  to  yea  Y— Good 
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peop^  replied  the  cadi,  ibr  wfaat  ■hoold  I 
Mwniwnate  your  master,  whom  I  do  not 
know,  and  who  has  done  me  no  harm  ?  My 
house  is  open  to  you ;  come,  see  and  search. 
—You  bastinadoed  him,  said  tl^  barber; 
I  heard  his  cries  not  a  minute  a^o. — But 
QDce  more,  replied  the  cadi,  what  harm 
could  3rour  master  do  to  me,  to  oblige  me  to 
abuse  him  aller  that  rate?  Is  he  in  my 
house  ?  II*  he  is,  how  came  he  in,  or  who 
could  have  introduced  him?— Ah!  wretch- 
ed cadi,  cried  the  barber,  you  and  your  long 
beard  shall  never  make  me  believe  what 
3rou  say.  I  know  what  I  say ;  your  daugh- 
ter is  in  love  with  our  master,  and  ap)X)int- 
ed  him  a  meeting  during  the  time  ot  noon 
preyer :  you  without  doubt  have  had  notice 
of  it;  you  returned  home,  and  surpri^d  him, 
and  made  jrour  slaves  ba^inado  him :  but 
this  your  wicked  action  shall  not  pass  with 
impunity;  the  caliph  sliall  be  acquainted 
with  it.  and  he  will  give  true  iUid  brief  jus- 
tice. Let  him  come  out :  deliver  him  to  us 
imroediatelY ;  or  if  you  do  not,  we  will  go 
and  take  him  out  to  your  Fhamc. — There 
IB  no  occasion  lor  so  many  wonls,  replied 
the  cadi,  nor  to  make  to  gresit  a  noise :  if 
what  you  say  is  true,  go  aikl  find  him  out ; 
I  give  vou  free  liberty.  Thereupon  the  bar- 
ber ana  my  domestics  rushed  into  the  house 
like  furies,  and  looked  for  me  all  about. 

As  I  heard  all  that  the  barber  said  to  the 
cadi,  I  sought  for  a  place  to  hide  myself, 
and  could  nnd  nothing  but  a  great  empty 
trunk,  in  which  I  lay  down,  and  Bhut  it  upon 
roe.  -The  barber,  after  he  had  searched 
every  where,  came  into  the  chamber  where 
I  was,  and  opening  the  trunk,  as  soon  as  he 
saw  me,  be  took  it  upon  his  head  and  car- 
ried it  away.  He  came  down  a  high  stair- 
case into  a  court,  which  he  crossed  hasiily, 
and  got  to  the  street  door.  While  he  car- 
ried me,  the  trunk  unhappily  flew  open,  and 
I,  not  being  able  to  endure  the  sname  of 
being  exposed  to  the  view  and  shouts  of  the 
mob  that  foUowed  iul  leaped  out  into  the 
street  with  so  much  haste  tliat  I  hurt  my 
leg  s>,  that  I  have  been  lame  ever  since. 
I  was  not  sensible  how  bad  it  was  at  first, 
and  therefore  got  up  quickly  to  get  away 
Iram  the  people,  who  laughed  at  me ;  nay, 
I  threw  lianufuilsof  gold  and  silver  amon^ 
them,  and  whilst  they  were  gathering  it 
up,  I  made  my  escape  by  cross  streets  and 
afleys.  But  the  cursed  barber,  availing 
himself  of  the  stratagem  that  I  had  made 
use  of  to  get  away  from  tlie  mob,  followed 
me  close,  crying.  Stay,  sir;  why  do  yoy 
run  so  &st?  If  you  knew  how  much  I  am 
afflicted  at  the  ill  treatment  you  received 
from  the  cadi, — you,  who  are  so  generous, 
and  to  whom  I  and  my  friends  are  so  much 
obliged !  Did  I  not  tefl  you  truly,  that  you 
would  expose  your  hfe  by  your  obstinate 
refiisal  to  let  me  go  with  you  ?  See  what 
bas  happened  to  you,  bv  your  own  fault ; 
and  if  I  nad  not  resolutely  followed  you,  to 
whither  you  went,  what  woola  have 


become  of  you?  Whither  do  yoa  go,  mil 
Stay  for  me. 

Thus  the  wretched  barber  cried  aloud  in 
the  streets  ^  it  was  not  enough  for  him  to 
have  occasioned  so  great  a  scandal  in  the 
quarter  where  the  cadi  lived,  but  he  would 
have  it  known  through  the  whole  town.  I 
was  in  such  a  rage,  that  I  had  a  great  mind 
to  have  staid  and  cut  his  throat ,  but  conn* 
dering  tliat  that  would  have  perplexed  me 
farther,  I  chose  another  course ;  for,  per- 
ceiving tliat  his  calling  af\er  me  exposed 
me  to  vast  numbers  of  people,  who  crowd- 
ed to  the  doors  or  windows,  or  stopped  in 
the  street  to  gaze  on  me.  I  entered  into  a 
khan  or  inn,*  the  chamberlain  of  which 
knew  me ;  and  finding  him  at  the  gate, 
whither  the  noise  had  brought  him,  I  pray- 
ed him,  for  the  sake  of  lieaven,  to  hinder 
that  miidman  from  coming  in  afler  me. 
He  promised  to  do  so,  and  was  as  good  as 
his  word,  but  not  wiiJiout  a  great  oeal  of 
trouble,  for  the  obstinate  barber  would  go 
in,  in  spiie  of  him,  and  did  not  retire  witliout 
calling  him  a  thousand  names ;  and  afler 
the  chamberlain  shut  the  gate,  the  barber 
continued  telling  all  he  met  what  great  ser^ 
vice  he  had  done  me.  Thus  I  nd  myself  of 
that  troublesome  fellow.  Afler  that,  the 
chamberlain  prayed  me  to  tell  him  mv  ad* 
venture,  which  I  did,  and  then  desired  him 
to  let  me  have  an  apartment  until  I  wu 
cuitMl.  But,  sir,  said  ne,  will  it  not  be  more 
convenient  for  you  to  go  home  ?  I  will  not 
return  thither,  said  I;  for  the  detestable 
barber  will  continue  plaguing  me  there^ 
and  I  shall  die  of  vexation  to  be  continually 
teased  with  him.  Besides,  afler  what  has 
befallen  me  to-day,  I  cannot  think  of  stay- 
ing any  longer  m  this  town ;  I  must  go 
whither  my  iil-fbrtune  leads  me ;  and  ac- 
tually, when  I  was  cured,  I  took  all  the 
money  I  thought  necessary  for  my  travd% 
and  gave  the  rest  of  my  estate  among  my 
kindred. 

Thus,  gentlemen,  I  lefl  Bagdad,  and 
came  hither.  I  had  ground  to  hone  that  I 
should  not  meet  this  pemick>us  baroer  in  a 
coimtry  so  far  from  mv  own,  and  yet  I  find 
him  amongst  you.  Be  not  surprised  then 
at  my  haste  to  be  gone ;  you  may  eaailir 
judge  how  unpleasant  to  me  is  the  sight  cr 
a  man,  who  was  tlie  occasion  of  my  lame- 
ness, and  of  my  beiiig  reduced  to  the  melan- 
choly necessity  of  living  so  far  from  my  kin- 
dred, friends,  and  country.  When  he  had 
spoken  these  words,  tlie  lame  young  man 
rose  up  and  went  out.  The  master  of  the 
house  conducted  him  to  the  gate^  and  told 
him  he  was  sorrv  tliat  he  had  given  him. 
though  imiocently,  so  great  a  subject  of 
mortification. 

When  the  young  man  was  gone,  con- 
tinued the  tailor,  we  were  all  astonished  at 
the  story,  and,  turning  to  the  barber,  tdd 

*  A  public  place  in  the  Cowns  of  the  Leviai, 
whoe  sUtngfiri  lodge. 


in 
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him  he  was  very  much  to  blame,  if  what 
we  had  just  heard  were  true.  Gentlemen, 
answered  he,  raisins  up  hk  head,  which 
till  then  he  had  heladown,  my  silence  du- 
rinr  the  jroung  man's  discourse  is  sufRcient 
totestify  that  he  advanced  nothing  that 
was  not  true :  but  for  ail  that  he  has  eaid 
to  you,  I  maintain  that  I  ought  to  have  done 
wbiBX  I  did ;  I  leave  you  to  be  judges  of  it. 
IMd  not  he  throw  himself  into  danger,  and 
eoold  he  have  come  off  so  well  witnout  my 
airistance  ?  He  may  think  himself  happy 
to  get  off  with  the  lame  leg.  Did  not  I  ex- 
pose myself  to  greater  danger  to  get  him 
out  of  a  house,  where  I  thought  he  was  ill- 
treated  ?  Has  he  any  reason  to  complain 
ofme,  and  abuse  me  so  ?  This  is  what  one 
gets  by  serving  onthankful  people.  He  ac- 
eoses  me  of  bemg  a  prattling  fellow,  which 
m  a  mere  slaruler :  oTseven  brotherB,  1  speak 
least,  and  have  most  wit  to  my  share :  and 
to  convince  you  of  it,  gentlemen,  I  need  only 
to  tell  my  own  story  and  theirs.  Honour 
me,  1  be£«ech  you,  with  your  attentbn. 

7%e  Story  qfthe  Barber, 

In  the  rei^  of  the  caliph  Monstanser 
Bilah,*  contmued  he,  a  pnnce  so  famous 
fbr  hk  vast  liberality  towards  the  poor,  ten 
highwaymen  infested  the  roads  about  Bae- 
dM,  and  for  a  long  time  committed  unheara- 
of  robberies  and  cruelties.  The  caliph, 
having  notice  of  this,  sent  for  the  judge  of 
the  police,  some  days  before  the  feast  of 
Bairam,  and  orderedf  him,  on  pain  of  death, 
to  bring  all  the  ten  to  him. 

The  judge  of  the  police  used  so  much 
diligence,  and  sent  so  many  people  in  pur- 
suit of  the  ten  robbers,  that  they  were  taken 
on  the  verv  day  of  Bairam.  I  was  walking 
then  on  the  banks  of  the  Tigris,'  and  saw 
ten  men  richly  apparelled  go  into  a  boat. 
I  might  have  known  they  were  robbers, 
had!  observed  the  guards  that  were  with 
them ;  but  I  looked  only  to  them,  and  think- 
ing they  were  people  tliat  had  a  mind  to 
rd  the  festival-day  in  jollity,  I  entered 
boat  with  them,  witnout  sjiying  one 
word,  in  hopes  they  would  allow  nie  to  be 
one  of  the  companv.  We  went  down  the 
Tigris,  and  landed  before  the  caliph's  pti- 
lace :  I  had  time  then  to  consider  with  my- 
self and  to  find  my  mistake.  When  we 
came  out  of  the  boat,  we  were  surrounded 
by  a  new  troop  of  the  judjge  of  the  police's 
who  bound  us  alC  and  can-ied  us 


re  the  caliph.  I  suffered  myself  to  be 
bound  as  well  as  the  rest,  without  Koeakinff 
one  word:  for  to  what  purpose  should  1 
have  spoken,  or  made  any  renistance? 
That  hiid  been  the  wjiy  to  have  ffot  mvnelt' 
ill-treated  by  tlie  guards,  who  wouldf  nut 

*  He  was  nisrd  to  tliin  dimity  in  the  your  of 
Uie  Heflirs  623,  and  Ann«>  ]K>in.  V^^\  tiiu\  wati 
Ihe  3GtTi  caliph  of  th<>  mrr  of  th«*  Ab:i<SHid<H(. 


have  listened  to  me ;  fbr  they  are  bmtiBh 
fellows,  who  will  hear  no  reason :  I  was 
with  the  robbers,  and  that  was  enough  to 
make  Uiem  believe  me  to  be  one  of  them. 

When  we  came  before  the  caHph,  he 
ordered  the  ten  highwaymen's  heads  to  be 
cut  off  immediately.  The  executk>ner  drew 
us  up  in  a  file  within  reach  of  his  arm,  and 
by  ffood  1  brtime  I  was  the  last  He  cut  off 
the  neads  of  the  ten  highwaymen,  begin- 
ning at  the  first ;  and  when  he  came  to  me, 
he  stopt.  The  caliph  perceiviog^that  he 
did  not  strike  me,  grew  angry :  Did  noC  1 
command  thee,  said  he,  to  cut  off  the  heads 
of  ten  highwajnnen,  and  why  hast  thou 
cut  off  but  nine  ? — Commander  of  the  &ith- 
ful,  said  he.  Heaven  preserve  me  from  dis- 
obeying your  majesty^s  orders :  here  are  ten 
corpses  upon  ^e  ground,  and  as  many 
he€ids  whjch  I  cut  off;  your  majesty  may 
count  them.  When  the  caUph  saw  that 
what  the  executk)ner  said  was  true,  he 
looked  upon  me  with  amazement,  and  per- 
ceiving that  I  had  not  the  face  oif  a  high- 
wayman, said  to  me,  Good  old  man,  &fw 
ccune  you  to  be  among  those  wretches,  who 
have  deserved  a  thousand  deaths  ?  I  an- 
swered. Commander  of  the  faithiiil,  I  flhall 
make  a  true  confession.  This  morning  I 
paw  those  ten  persons,  whose  punishment 
is  a  proof  of  your  majesty's  justice,  take 
boat :  I  embarlced  with  them,  thinking^  they 
were  men  goin^  tocelebrate  this  day,  which 
is  the  most  distin^ished  in  our  reh^ion. 

The  caliph  could  not  forbear  laughing  at 
my  adventure ;  and  instead  of  treating  me 
as  a  prattling  fellow,  as  this  lame  younr 
man  did,  he  ailmir^  my  discretion  and 
steadv  silence.  Commander  of  the  faithful, 
said  I,  your  majesty  need  not  wonder  at 
my  keeping  silence  on  such  an  occasion  as 
would  have  marie  another  apt  to  sneak :  I 
make  it  a  particular  proCeeKion  of  nolding 
my  peace,  and  upon  that  account  I  have 
acquired  the  glorious  title  of  Silent;  by 
which  I  am  distinguished  Irom  my  six  bro- 
thers*. This  is  the  e\Ti)ci  of  my  philownphy ; 
and,  in  a  word,  in  this  virtue  ron$si.«ts  my 
glory  and  happini»?.  I  am  very  glaii,  nUd 
the  caliph,  smiting,  that  tliey  gave  you  a 
title  that  vou  know  how  to  make  such  good 
use  of.  But  tell  mc,  what  sort  of  m«^n  were 
your  brotherB:  were  they  like  you  ?  By  no 
means,  i<aid  I ;  they  were  all  of  them  more 
given  to  prating  one  than  another.  And 
as  to  their  jiersons,  tliere  wjis  still  a  ffrcater 
difference  betwixt  them  and  me.  'rhe  first 
was  hump-backed;  the  second  had  rotten 
teeth :  the  third  had  but  one  eye ;  the  fourth 
wan  blind ;  the  filth  had  his  ears  cut  off  and 
the  sixth  had  hare-liijs.  They  have  met 
with  Kuch  adventures  as  woid(f  enable  you 
ti>  judge  of  their  rharacterp,  had  I  the  ho- 
nour to  tell  tlieni  1(»  your  majesty ;  and  since 
the  C4iliph  rti^enied  deFinuis  tu  heju*  their 
si|venil  stories.  I  went  on  witiiout  \\*aiting 
his  lYunmnnds. 
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TheStcrynTlheBaTiier'i  ddettBrother. 


bj  trade:  when  hccamemit  ofhli'nppn'n- 
tKoihip,  be  hired  ashnp  over  n^aiim  a.  mill, 
and  having  hut  very  litlk^  hiiBin(«8,  ho  could 
MBTcelj  maintain  liimBcit'.  The  miller,  oil 
the  contrary,  was  very  wealthy,  and  tiad  a 
verj  handsome  witc.  One  day,  as  my  bro- 
ther waj  at  work  in  hia  fJioii,  he  lilled  up 
bis  bead  and  B9  mhe  miller's  wi  li:  lnnl<in£  out 
of  the  window,  and  ivn?  rhjimieit  wilh  her 
beauty.  Tlie  woman  look  no  notice  ofhini, 
but  diQt  her  window,  anil  came  no  more  to 
it  all  that  day.  Tlic  pmr  tailor  did  nothins 
but  lift  up  hia  ev<s  low^irrls  the  mill  nil 
(lay  long.     He  pricked  his  fiiig^r  oltener 


ii  ooee,  and  h«i  work  ihnt  day  was 
very  re^lar.  At  niffht,  when  he  wna  lo 
■hut  his  ibop,  he  could  scarce  tell  how  lo  do 
it,  beeaiue  he  atill  ho|>ed  the  miller's  wile 
would  come  ti)  the  wimlow  once  more ;  but 
fkt  last  he  was  Ibrced  to  phut  up,  an<l  ga 
home  to  his  little  house,  where  he  pa»«d 
but  a  very  unconitortable  iiishl.  He  got  up 
betimes  in  the  morning,  and  ran  to  his  kIioji, 
in  bopcn  to  icc  liiij  niL'tress  nj;nin ;  but  he 
WB»  DO  happier  Ihnn  the  day  belbrc,  for  the 
■niUer'i  wife  did  not  upix'ur  nt  Itie  window 
abwe  a  minute  in  the  whole  day,  but  that 
minute  made  the  tuilnr  ike  mi«t  nmorous 
man  that  ever  liverl.  Tlie  iliirddiiy  he  had 
SMne  more  ground  of  eatisliictiun,  lor  the 
miller^  wile  cast  her  eycn  upon  him  by 
chance,  and  i^n>ri»>d  him  aH  he  n'ati  ^iziiig 
nX  her,  whic!^  convineol  her  w]mt|>asKeJiii 
hiamind. 

No  noner  did  tite  miller')i  wife  perceive 
m;  toMher^  incliiuilion,  ilmii  iiu^eiuloC 
faeviR  vexed  at  it,  she  r<-i^>lveil  to  divert  her- 
mIT  with  it.  She  knkivl  uixm  him  with  a 
■nilinecounlenancc,  and  my  brotliur  looked 
upon  her  in  tiic  aime  maiini;r,  bul  after 
mrb  an  oild  lort.  that  the  niiller's  wife  tm>- 
srntly  nhut  her  window,  lest  her  bud  lauf  h- 
p2 


ter  should  have  made  him  eeaai  e  loat  ehe 
onlv  ridiculed  him.  I'oor  Dacbocc  mierpret- 
ed  her  enrriape  to  his  own  advantage,  and 
nattereil  himself  tliat  she  looked  upon  him 
with  pleasure. 
The  miller's  wile  resolved  to  mnke  sport 


desi^neil  to  make  lier  a  suit ;  she  wmpt  it 
up  in  n  fine  embroidered  silk  handkerchief, 
nnii  sent  it  him  by  a  vokins  slave  whom  she 


nmke  her  a  suit  ol'  this  sluff  according  to 
this  pattern ;  she  chiin^es  her  clothes  olten, 
so  that  herciistom  wilTbe  profitable  to  you.  ' 
My  brother  doubted  not  that  the  mifloA 
wile  loved  bim,  ajid  thought  tliat  slie  sent 
liiin  work  so  soon  allcr  what  hai  passed  be- 
twixt them,  only  to  signify  that  she  knew 
his  minil,  and  to  convince  him  thai  lie  had 
obtained  her  lavour.  My  brother  beincoC 
tills opinkin.  ch-irg-ed  the  sla\-e  to  telllier 
istrew,  that  he  would  lay  aside  all  work 
— '"  "'  "Id  be  ready 


her't,  and  that  the 

next  moniins.     He  workol  at  it  witii  ia 
much  diligence,  tliat  he  finislied  it  the  sama 


it  to  lier  neatly  Iblded  up,  telling  her,  I  am 
too  much  concerned  lo  ple^ise  your  mtstrtM 
to  neglect  her  suit ;  I  woiJd  engage  her  bv 
niy  diligence  to  employ  no  other  but  myBelT 
tiT  the  time  to  come.  The  young  dava 
went  some  ste|w  as  if  she  lisil  intended  to  go 
awav,  and  tlien  coming  back,  whieprred  to 
my  brother,  I  had  Ibreot  part  ol'  niy  com- 
ninvion  ;  my  mistre.=fl  chargeii  me  (o  maJco 

her  coinpliiii 

INUved  (ne  iiii^ininB  jui  u 
fche  lovcti )  ovi  so,  that  slie  coidil  not  picep. — 
Tell  her,  muTvcred  my  ailly  brother,  I  have 
BO  strone  a  podsion  lor  her.  that  lor  these 
tour  nights  I  have  not  slept  one  winli. — 
Alter  sueh  a  compliment  from  the  miller's 
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wife.m)'  brother  thoucht  she  would  rot  H 
him  lai^iiiflh  long  in  ue  expoctalion  ol'her 
AivDura. 

About  a  (lUBiter  of  an  hour  oiler,  Ihe 
riave  returned  to  mj  brother  with  &  pivcf  <•( 
ntin:  Mj  mktren,  Kud  she,  ii  vetv  w<:]i 
pleaKd  with  hermit:  nothing  in  the  v.<  ., 
am  fit  her  better;  and  as  it  was  very 
■>me,Bhe  would  not  wear  it  without  ' 
petticoat ;  ahe  prays  you  to  make  hi  :  .. . 
WMoaaajnou  can,  ot  thiapiec«  ofa  ^..^  — 
Enough,  aaid  Bocbouc;  I  will  do  it  bii  i-  J 
leave  my  shop;  you  ehail  have  it  m  iln- 
evening.  The  nuller'a  wife  ihowed  i,' i  'Mi 
often  at  her  window,  and  wai  very  pi-.>.ni;iil 
of  her  charma,  to  eocouiage  my  by  Li;li.:r. 
You  would  liave  laughed  to  have  eecu  iiim 
work.  The  petticoat  wuaoon  made,  uml 
the  dave  came  lor  it,  but  brought  the  tailor 
no  money,  neither  lor  the  trimroiiig  )j<'  hnd 
bought  lor  the  wit,  nor  for  the  makui?.  hi 
themean  time,  thifl  unfortunate  lover,  v.!!. '!i] 
they  only  amused,  thougtihecouldno:  i  >' it 

h^eatnothinsall  tliatday,  and  was  ! I 

to  borrow  money  at  night  to  buy  hkt.)  i«  r. 
Next  morning,  aa  Hoon  as  he  arriveil  .ii  ln- 
■hop,  theyoun^  slave  came  to  tell  hiiu.  lii.'.t 
the  miller  wanted  to  speak  to  hini.  ^]>' 
nurtieffi,  said  she,  has  told  him  so  mi.ii  h  m 
your  praise,  when  ehc  showed  hiai  umr 
work,  that  he  has  a  mind  you  should  r.ni'k 
also  lor  hjm;  she  docs  it  on  purposi'.  ili.it 
theoHineiion  she  wished  to  formbiiui\' 
jTjuand  him  raaycrown  your  mutual  ul]i:.- 
nith  socceee.  My  brotner  was  easiK  ;  i  - 
auaded,  and  went  to  the  mill  with  (h(  ~\,\\r. 
The  miller  received  him  very  lundh',  \±ii-\ 
riiowed  him  a  piece  ofclodigtold  Imn  lir 
wanted  shirtB,  bid  him  make  it  into  twL'iiiv. 
and  give  him  a^in  what  was  left. 

My  brother  had  work  enough  lor  iin'  or 
■X<ui)*stomal[e  twenty  shirlsTor the  niillir, 
who  atlerwards  gave  him  another  puri.'  ol 
tJath  to  make  him  Bsmanj'pairordr.im'r-i-. 
When  they  were  finished,  Bocbouc  i-.irru  ,1 
tluun  to  the  miller,  whoasked  him  wliai  In' 
must  have  for  his  pains.  My  brotlx  !  ,iii- 
»wcred,  he  would  be  content  withtwind 
drachms  of  silver.  The  millerimmcih.iii.l^ 
called  the  young  slave,  and  bid  her  bun;: 
,him  his  weights,  to  see  if  his  mom ".  w.i.. 
Tight.  The  slave,  who  had  her  lesswi.  |.>ik- 
edat  my  brother  with  an  angry  (oij.jti- 

E,  lo  sienify  to  him  that  he  wou!.!    i-n! 

■'■"•"'■  any  money.     He  knew   l.i  , 

. -^,  —  refused  to  take  any,  1 1^  i.. 

he  wanted  it  en  much,  that  he  was  to  i  >  !  : 
borrow  money  to  buy  the  thread  that   •  ...  i 
the  ihirts  and  drawers.    When  he  I 
miller,  he  came  to  me  to  borrow  mo  ■      ■  ■ 
Bve  on,  and  told  me  they  did  not  pa 
I  gave  him  some  copper  money  1  , 
my  purse,  and  upon  that  he  eubsis  . 
nmedays:  it  is  true,  indeed,  he  live  i   .,■  ■[. 
nothing  butbroth,  nor  had  he  his  fill  «riti.i;. 
One  day  he  went  to  the  miller,  who  kih: 
btMy  at  hiB  work,  and  Ihinking  my  broth'/r 
oame  for  money,  he  ofTere*!  him  aomc  i  bui 


the  voung  slave  being  prcnnt,  made  him 
another  sign  not  to  take  it,  which  heooat- 
plied  with,  and  taid  the  miller  he  did  not 
come  for  his  money,  but  (ml/  to  know  how 
hedid.  Theimllarthaakedlum,aod«LV« 
him  an  upper  gafmeot  to  make.  Badbouc 
carried  it  him  next  day.  When  the  miller 
drew  out  his  puiGe,  the  yoDng  sl&ve  pave 
my  brother  the  usual  mgD ;  aa  which  he 
said  to  the  miller,  Neighbtiur,  there  ■  no 
haete:  we  will  reckon  another  tune:  to 
that  the  poor  ninny  went  to  his  shopacain, 
with  three  terrible  disteroperB  npon  lum, 
love,  hunger,  and  want  ch  money.  The 
miller^  wile  was  not  only  avariciouii  but 
ill-natured;  fiir.  not  content  to  cheat  my 
brother  of  his  due,  she  provoked  her  hi» 
band  to  revenue  hmuelT  upon  him  fcr  ma- 


all  if  \ietool(  li 


.^. ,  sorry  treat,  s , , 

too  late  for  you  to  go  home  J  you  hadbcUOT 
stay  here  all  night ;  and  then  be  carried 
him  to  a  place  in  the  mill,  where  there  WU 
abed:  there  be  Icll  him.  and  went  to  bad 
with  his  wife.  About  the  middle  of  tha 
night,  the  miller  went  to  my  brother,  and 
said,  Neighbour,  are  you  asleep  7  My  mule 
is  ill,  and  I  have  a  quantity  of  com  to  grind: 
you  will  do  me  a  great  kindness  if  vou  will 
turn  the  mill  in  lier  stead.  Bacbouc,  to 
shew  his  good-nature,  told  him  be  wae  rea- 
dy to  do  him  that  piece  of  service,  if  be 
would  show  him  how.  Then  the  miller 
tied  him  by  the  middle  to  the  mule's  lilact^ 
and  whipping  him  soundly  over  the  liael^ 
said  to  him.  Go,  neighbour. — Ho  !  said  my 
brother,  why  do  you  beat  me? — It  is  to 
moke  you  brisk,  said  the  millerj  lor  withoat 
a  whip  my  mule  will  pot  go.  Bacbouc  wm 
amazed  at  this  «ort  of  treatment,  but  dtuat 
not  complain.  When  he  had  gone  fiva  gr 
six  rounds,  he  would  fain  have  rested  ;  bat 
the  miller  gave  him  a  dozen  sound  lawe^ 
saying.  Courage,  neighbour!  do  not  ttap, 
pray ;  you  must  go  on  without  '■■>'"g 
breath,  otherwise  you  will  spoil  my  mieaL 

The  miller  obliged  my  brother  to  turn 
the  mill  thus  all  night  About  break  of 
day  be  led  him  without  untying  him,  and 
went  to  his  wife's  chamber.  Bacbouc  con- 
tinued there  for  some  time,  and  at  laiCtha 
young  slave  came  and  untied  him.  Ah  I 
said  tne  treacherous  wretch,  how  my  mii- 
treea  and  I  pitied  you !  We  had  no  hand 
in  this  wiclied  trick  which  her  hu^>and  haa 
played  you.  The  wretched  Bacboue  ao- 
ewered  her  not  a  word,  he  was  so  much 
fatigued  with  work  and  blows ;  but  ei^pt 
home  M  his  house,  resolving  never  to  thmk 
more  of  the  miller's  wiic. 

The  telling  ol' this  story,  said  the  bather, 
made  the  cah;^  laugh.  Oo  home,  eaid  be 
to  me  i  1  have  ordered  something  to  ba 
given  you  to  make  up  for  the  loaa  of  tha 
good  dinner  you  expected. — C  -  -  ■ 
the  faithliil,  said  I,  I  pray  yi 
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let  me  stay  till  I  have  told  the  stoiy  of  mj 
other^brotnera.  The  caliph  having  signin- 
ed  by  his  silence  that  he  was  willii^  to 
hear  me,  I  went  on  tlius: 

TheStmryqfihe  Barber^t  second  Brother, 

My  second  brother,  who  was  called  Back- 
barah  the  toothlesBi  going  one  day  through 
the  city,  met  an  oldwoman  in  a  distant 
street:  she  came  up  to  him,  and  ssdd,  I 
want  one  word  with  you :  prav  stop  a  mo- 
ment He  did  so,  and  asked  her  what  she 
WDold  have.  If  you  have  time  to  come 
along  with  me,  said  she,  I  will  brinjg:  you 
into  a  stately  palace,  where  you  shalTsee  a 
lady  as  lair  as  the  day.  She  will  receive 
yoa  with  much  pleasure,  and  give  you  a 
treat  with  excellent  wine.  I  need  say  no 
more  to  you. — But  is  what  you  say  true  1 
replied  my  brother. — I  am  no  lyine  hussy, 
replied  the  old  woman :  I  say  nothing  to 
you  but  what  is  true.  But  hark,  I  Imve 
mneUiinf  to  ask  of  you.  You  must  be  pru- 
dent say  but  little,  and  be  extremely  polite. 
BacKbrnih  agreed  to  all  this.  The  old 
woman  went  before,  and  he  followed  afler. 
They  came  to  the  gate  of*  a  great  palace, 
where  there  was  abundance  of  offksers  ana 
domestics.  Some  of  them  would  have  stopt 
my  brother,  but  no  sooner  did  the  old  wo- 
man speak  to  them,  than  they  let  him  pass. 
Then  turning  to  my  brother,  she  said  to 
him,  You  must  remember  that  the  young 
lady  I  bring  vou  to  loves  good-nature  and 
modesty,  and  cannot  endure  to  be  contra- 
dieted;  if  you  please  her  in  that,  you  may 
be  sure  to  obtain  of  her  what  you  please. 
Backbarah  thanked  her  for  this  advke,  and 
promiied  to  follow  it 

She  brought  him  into  a  fine  apartment  of 
a  great  square  building,  answerable  to  the 
magnificence  of  the  palace.  There  was  a 
nllery  round  it,  and  a  very  fine  ^rden  in 
uie  middle.  The  old  woman  made  him  sit 
down  upon  a  handsome  sofa,  and  bid  him 
■tay  a  moment,  till  she  went  to  tell  the 
yoong  ladv  of  his  being  come. 

My  brother,  who  had  never  been  in  such 
a  stately  palace  before,  g;azcd  upon  the  fine 
things  that  he  saw ;  and  judging  of  his  good 
Ibrtune  by  the  magnificence  ofthe  palace, 
he  was  scarcely  able  to  contain  himself  for 
joy.  By  and  by  he  heard  a  great  noise, 
occaskmcd  by  a  troop  of  merry  slaves,  who 
came  towards  him  with  kmd  fits  of  laughter, 
and  in  the  middle  of  them,  he  perceived  a 
3roung  lady  of  extraordinary  beauty,  who 
'was  easily  known  to  be  tlieir  mistress  by  the 
respect  tney  paid  her.  Backbarah,  who 
expected  pnvate  conversation  with  the  lady, 
was  extremely  surprised  when  he  saw  so 
much  company  with  her.  In  the  mean 
time  the  slaves  put  on  a  grave  countenance 
when  they  drew  near ;  and  when  the  young 
lady  came  up  to  the  so&,  my  brother  rose 
up  and  made  her  a  k)w  bow.  She  took  the 
opper  hand,  prayed  him  to  lit  down,  and 


said  to  him  with  a  smiling  countcnancei  I 
am  mightily  glad  to  see  you,  and  wish  you 
all  the  nappinesB  you  can  desire.— Madam, 
replied  Backbarah,  I  cannot  desire  a  greater 
happiness  than  to  be  in  your  company.— 
You  seem  to  be  of  a  pleasant  humour,  said 
she,  and  to  be  disposed  to  pass  the  time 
pleasantly. 

She  f()rthwith  commanded  a  collatkm  to 
be  brought :  and  immediately  a  table  was 
covered  with  several  baskets  of  fruits  and 
sweetmeats.  The  lady  sat  down  at  the 
table  with  the  slaves  and  my  brother ;  and 
he  being  nlaced  just  over-against  her,  when 
he  opened  his  mouth  to  eat,  she  perceived 
he  had  no  teeth ;  and  taking  notice  of  it  to 
her  slaves,  she  and  they  laughed  at  him 
heartily.  Backbarah  fix>m  time  to  time  lift* 
ed  up  his  head  to  look  at  her,  and  perceiving 
her  laugh,  thought  it  was  for  joy  of  his 
company,  and  nattered  himself  that  f^ 
would  speedily  send  away  her  slaves,  and 
be  with  him  alone.  She  giiessea  his 
thoughts,  and  pleasing  herself  to  flatter 
him  m  his  mistake,  she  gave  him  abundance 
of  pleasant  languajge,  and  presented  him 
the  best  of  every  thing  with  ner  own  hand. 
The  treat  being  ended,  they  rose  from  the 
table ;  ten  slaves  took  musical  instruments, 
and  began  to  play  and  sing,  and  others  to 
dance.  My  brother,  to  please  them,  danced 
likewise,  and  the  lady  danced  with  them. 
Afler  they  had  danced  some  time,  they  sat 
down  to  take  breath,  and  the  young  lady, 
calling  for  a  glass  of  wine,  looked  upon  niy 
brother  with  a  smiling  countenance,  to  sig- 
nify that  she  was  going  to  drink  hishealu. 
He  rose  up,  and  stood  while  she  drank. 
When  she  had  done,  instead  of  giving  bflyek 
the  glass,  she  ordered  it  to  be  filira,  and 
presented  it  to  my  brother,  that  he  inight 
pledge  her. 

My  brother  took  the  glass  from  the  young 
lady^s  hand,  which  he  kissed  at  the  same 
time,  and  stood  and  drank  to  her,  in  return 
for  the  favour  she  had  done  him.  Then  the 
young  lady  made  him  sit  down  by  her.  and 
began  to  caress  him.  She  put  her  hand 
behind  his  head,  and  gave  him  some  tips 
from  time  to  time  with  her  fingera  Rav- 
ished with  those  favours,  he  thought  him* 
sell*  the  happiest  man  in  the  world,  and  had 
a  ercat  mind  to  toy  also  with  the  charming 
lady,  but  durst  not  take  the  liberty  before  «> 
many  slaves,  who  had  their  eyes  upon  him, 
and  laughed  at  their  lady's  wanton  tricks. 
The  young  lady  continued  to  tip  him  with 
her  fingers,  but  at  last  gave  him  such  a 
sound  box  on  the  ear,  that  he  grew  angry 
at  it ;  the  colour  came  in  his  face,  and  ne 
rose  up  to  sit  at  a  greater  distance  from  such 
a  rude  plav-fellow.  Then  the  old  woman 
who  brought  him  thither  gave  him  a  kiok, 
to  let  him  Know  that  he  was  in  the  wrong, 
and  that  he  had  fi)rgot  the  advice  she  gave 
him  to  be  very  eomplakuLnt  He  owned 
hk  &ult,  and.  in  order  to  make  amendi, 
he  went  near  the  young  lady  again,aDd  pre- 
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tended  that  he  did  not  go  away  out  oi*  any 
ill-humour.  She  drew  him  by  the  arm, 
made  him  sit  down  by  her  again,  and  gave 
him  a  thousand  malicious  euueezea.  Her 
plaves  took  their  part  in  the  oivereion :  one 
gave  poor  Backbarah  several  fiUi}^  on  tlie 
nose  with  all  her  i night ;  another  pulled  him 
by  the  ears,  as  it'  slie  would  have  pulled 
them  oflf;  and  others  boxed  him  so.  as 
might  show  they  were  not  in  jest..  My  bro- 
ther bore  all  tliis  with  admirable  patience. 
nfSscting  a  eny  air,  and  looking  at  the  old 
woman,  said  to  hor  with  a  i«)rced  smile,  You 
told  me,  indeed,  that  I  t^hould  find  the  huly 
perfectly  kind,  pleiusuit,  and  charming ;  I 
am  mightily  obliged  to  you  ! — All  this  is  no- 
thing, replied  the  old  woman :  let  her  go 
on;  you  will  sec  other  tliingrt  by  and  by. 
Then  the  young  lady  said  to  him,  BixKher. 
you  are  a  brave  man ;  I  am  glad  to  find 
you  are  so  ^ood  humoured  and  complaisant 
to  bear  witli  my  little  caprices,  and  that 
your  humour  is  so  conformable  to  mine. — 
Madam,  replied  Backbarah,  who  was 
charmed  with  this  discourse,  I  am  no 
more  myself,  I  am  wholly  yours ;  you  may 
dispose  ot*  me  as  you  plea«». — How  you 
oblige  me,  said  the  lady,  by  such  submis- 
sion !  I  am  very  well  pleased  with  you,  and 
irmild  have  you  be  so  with  me.  Bring  him 
perfume,  said  she,  and  roRe  water.  Upon  this, 
two  slaves  went  out,  and  returned  8i)eedily; 
one  with  a  silver  casket,  filled  with  the  b^t 
of  aloes- wood,  with  which  she  perflimctl 
bim ;  and  the  other  with  rose-water,  wliich 
she  Hprinkle<l  on  his  face  and  hands.  My 
brother  was  quite  beside  himself  at  this 
handsome  treatment.  After  this  ceremony, 
the  young  lady  commanded  the  slaves,  who 
had  already  played  on  tlieir  instruments 
and  sung,  to  renew  their  concerts.  'J'liey 
obeyed,  and  in  the  mean  time  the  lady  called 
another  slave,  and  or<lered  her  to  carry  my 
broker  with  her,  and  do  what  she  knew, 
and  bring  him  bcick  to  her  again.  Back- 
barah, who  heard  this  order,  got  up  quickly, 
and  going  to  the  old  woman,  who  also  rose 
ap  to  go  along  with  him  and  tlie  slave, 
prayedher  to  tell  him  what  they  were  to  do 
with  him.  My  mistie**  is  only  curious,  re- 
plied the  old  woman,  softly ;  she  has  a  mind 
to  see  how  you  look  in  a  woman's  dress ;  and 
this  slave,  who  has  onlers  to  carry  you  with 
her,  has  orders  to  paint  your  eyebrows,  to 
cut  off  your  whiskers,  aiid  to  druss  vou  like 
a  woman. — You  may  \m.mt  my  eyebrows  as 
much  as  you  nleat*,  wild  my  brother;  I 
agree  U)  tnat,  bec^iUKe  I  can  wash  it  off 
again ;  but  to  shave  me,  you  know  I  must 
not  allow.  How  can  I  ap|)ear  abroad  again 
without  mustachios  ?— Beware  of  refusing 
what  is  asked  of  you,  said  the  old  woman : 
ytm  will  spoil  your  fortune,  which  is  now  in 
as  favourable  a  train  as  heart  can  wish. 
The  lady  loves  you,  and  has  a  mind  W  m^e 
yoa  happy  ;  and  will  you,  for  a  nasty  whis- 
Kcr,  renounce  the  most  delictus  favours 
tiiat  man  can  obtain  ?— Backbeurah  listfoed 


to  the  old  woman,  and  without  HLjrin^  a 
word,  went  to  a  chamber  with  the  slave, 
where  they  painted  his  evebrows  with  red, 
cut  off  his  wliiskers,  ajid  were  going  to  do 
the  like  with  his  beard.  My  brother's  par 
tience  then  began  to  fail :  Oh !  sEud  he,  I 
will  nevei*  part  with  my  beard.  The  slave 
told  him  that  it  was  to  no  (luipose  to  have 
parted  with  his  whiskers,  ii*  he  would  not 
also  i>art  with  his  beard,  which  could  never 
{igree  with  a  woman's  dreas ;  and  die  won- 
dered that  a  man,  who  was  upon  the  point 
to  enjoy  the  finest  lady  in  Baedad^sboold 
be  concerned  al)out  his  beard.  The  old 
woman  tlire4itened  him  with  the  loss  of  the 
young  lady'ri  favour ;  so  that  at  last  he  let 
them  do  what  tliey  would.  When  he  was 
dressed  like  a  woman,  they  brought  him  be- 
fore the  young  lady,  who  laughedso  hearti- 
ly when  she  saw  him,  that  she  feQ  back- 
ward on  the  sofa  where  she  sat  The  slaves 
laughed  and  clapped  their  handi,  so  that 
my  orother  was  quite  out  of  counteaoanoe. 
The  young  lady  got  up,  and  still  laughiiy, 
said  to  him,  After  so  much  complainmoe  nr 
me,  I  should  be  very  much  to  blame  not  to 
love  you  with  all  my  lieart:  but  there  Mooe 
thing  more  you  must  do  for  me,  and  thatis^ 
to  dance  as  we  do.  He  obeyed,  and  the 
young  lady  and  her  slaves  danced  with  him, 
laughing  as  if  they  had  been  mad.  After 
they  Imd  danced  some  time  with  him,  thcix 
all  fell  upon  the  poor  wretch,  and  did  so  box 
and  kick  him,  that  he  fell  down  like  one  oat 
of*  his  senses.  The  old  woman  hel^ped  him 
up  a^in;  and  tliat  he  might  not  have  time 
to  tlunk  of  his  ill  treatment,  she  bid  him 
take  coura^,  and  whis|)ered  in  his  ear,  that 
all  his  sufierings  were  at  an  end,  and  that 
he  w-ds  just  about  to  receive  his  reward. 

You  have  only  one  tiling  more  to  do,  and 
that  is  but  a  small  one.  i  ou  muet  koosr 
that  my  nilnress  has  a  custom,  when  she 
has  drank  a  little,  us  you  see  she  has  dooe 
to-day,  to  let  nolxKly  that  she  loves  come 
near  Iter,  except  they  be  stripped  to  their 
shirt;  and  when  they  have  done  so,  she 
Uikesa  little  advantage  of  them,  and  begins 
running  before  them  throiigh  the  galleiy, 
}U)d  from  chamber  to  chamber,  tul  th^* 
catch  her.  This  is  one  more  of  her  humoovL 
What  advantage  sot^'ver  she  takes  of  jmii, 
considering  your  niinl>lene.«  and  incliDatioiL 
you  will  soon  overtake  her :  strip  jroundf 
then  to  your  shirt ;  undr^s  youreeli*  with* 
out  ceremony. 

My  silly  brother,  said  tlie  barber,  had 
done  too  much  to  hesitate  at  any  thing  dow. 
He  imdressed  himt^lf;  and  m  the  mean 
time  the  young  lady  wasstripped  toher  shA 
and  under-petticoat,  that  she  might  run  the 
more  nimbly.  When  tliey  were  rSidy  to  nHL 
the  young  lady  took  the  advantage  cr 
twenty  paces,  and  then  fell  to  running  with 
surpnsing  swiftness:  my  brother  foUowad 
her  as  fast  as  he  could,  the  slaves  in  the 
mean  time  laughing  heartily,  and  clappinr 
their  hands.    The  young  fady,  ioelMul  of 
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ad,  gained  upon  my  hrother :  Ae 

^m  two  OT  throe  timca  round  the 

/,  and  then  moning  into  a  long  dark 

coliT,  BM  away  by  a  paa^ce  wbkh  she 
liaew.  Bockbarah,  who  atiirtbllowed  ber, 
iMviw  Inst  sight  or  her  in  the  entry,  waa 
cUicM  (o  Blacken  hii  pace,  because  of  the 
daHEnca  nf  the  place :  at  last  perceiving  a 
Lgltt  be  ran  towards  it,  and  went  out  at  a 
dm.wbich  was  immediately  ihutuponliin). 
You  may  inu^iDe  how  he  was  Bunirieed  to 
fild  himKlf  m  a  street  bhabiled  by  cur- 
lien  :  and  Ibey  were  iio  len  euriinied  lo 
ne  him  in  hk  shirt,  his  eyes  painted  red, 
and  without  beard  or  muBtatchioe.  Tliey 
tMpui  to  clap  tJieir  lianda  and  shouted  at 
him,  and  wnie  of  them  ran  aller  him  and 
lashedhiibuttockHwithleathernrape.  Thev 
then  look  him  luii)  set  him  u]xhi  an  asa  which 
tliey  met  by  chaiicc,  and  CRTTJed  him  through 
tbe  town,  exposed  to  tJ>e  laughter  of  ihe 

^cotniilete  his  misrortune,  as  he  went 
by  tin  iudgc'e  lioutie,  tie  would  needs  know 
the  cauM  oTlhe  tumulL  The  curriers  told 
him,  that  they  saw  him  come  in  that  con- 
ditioo  out  M  tlie  gale  ol'  the  apirtitient  of 
tbe  cnuid  vizier's  women,  which  u^'cned 
infa)  tbe  street ;  ujxiji  which  the  judge 
onlered  unfonu^uiie  Bockbarah  to  have  ~ 
hoDdied  blows  with  n  cane  on  tite  solee  c . 
ba  (M,  and  sent  him  out  of  iJie  town,  whh 
fltden  De>'cr  to  return  again. 

Tbu*.  commander  of  the  rnithrul,  eaid  1 
to  (be  caliph  Monstainier  Bitlaii,  I  have 
given  un  uct^unt  of  llie  adventure  of  my 
■ecmd  brother,  who  did  iiot  know  that  our 
neatest  Uilieit  ilivert  themselves  sometimt 
O/  putting  Nich  tri 
in»  on  so  Ibotiah 


7%e  Story  </ A«  Barber' t  iMrd  Btvther. 
X  of  ihe  Uthfol,  Hid  he  to 


the  caliph,  my  third  brother,  whoae  name 
was  Backbac,  was  blind,  anid  his  evil  iW. 
tiny  reduced  turn  to  beg  Trom  door  to  door. 
He  had  been  n  lone  aceustomed  to  wa& 
through  the  streets  alone,  that  he  wanted 
none  to  lead  him.  He  Itad  a  cnrtoin  ta 
knoclt  at  peoi^e^  doon,  and  not  to  answer 
till  theyopened  tohira.  One  day  be  knock- 
ed thus  at  a  door,  and  the  master  tiP  tbe 
house,  who  was  alone,  cried,  WboisihereT 
My  brother  gave  no  Finswer,  anUkmickeil  a 
second  time.  The  maMeroT the  hoim  ask- 
ed again  and  again,  Who  is  there  ?  but 
to  no  purpose:  nobody  answered.  Upon 
which  he  came  down,  opened  Ihe  door,  and 
asked  my  brother  what  he  wanted.  Give 
mo  something  for  Heaven's  Mike,  said 
Backbac. — You  ceem  to  be  blind,  replied 
the  master  of  the  houm.  Yet,  to  mv  sar> 
row,  nid  my  brother.  Give  me  your  hand, 
said  the  master  of  the  house.  My  brother 
did  so,  thinking  he  wna  going  to  give  him 
alms  ■  but  he  only  took  hrni  by  the  hand  to 
lead  him  up  to  hia  chamber.  Backbac 
thought  he  had  been  carrying  him  to  dine 
wiih  him.  as  many  other  pcoiile  had  done. 
When  tJicy  canie  op  to  the  ctiamber,  the 
man  let  gohistiand,  and  sitting  down,  adi- 
ed  him  again  what  he  wanted,  t  nave 
already  XtAa  you,  said  Backbuc,  that  I  want 


can  do  Ibr  you  is  to  wish  thu  God  may  re- 
store yuu  your  sight. — You  might  have  toM 
uie  that  at  the  ^r,  snid  my  brother,  and 
not  have  given  me  (he  trouble  to  have  come 
up  stain.— And  why,  ibol,  wid  tbe  man  at 
the  house,  do  not  >-ou  answer  at  lirM,  when 
people  adk  y»u  who  is  there  1  Why  do  yoa 
give  any  body  the  trouble  to  cone  andMeu 
Uie  door  when  they  sneak  to  jou  ?— WW 
will  you  do  Willi  metnen?  said  my  brather. 
—I  tell  you  again^  nid  the  man  ot'  Ihe 
bouK,  I  have  iMhing  to  give  you.— Jlelp 
me  down  the  itain  then,  replied  Badibaa, 
as  you  helped  me  up.— Tbe  slain  are  fce- 
fare  yoB,  said  tbe  maa  of  lb*  beoM,  and  TCV 
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may  ^  down  by  vouiv^lf  il*  you  will.  AJy 
broUier  iittciiiutca  to  go  down,  but  inisBin^ 
a  Ktop  iibout  ilic  middle  of  the  stairB,  he  Icll 
to  the  bottom,  and  liurt  his  head  and  liid 
hack :  lie  got  u])  again  witli  a  great  deal 
ot'dilficulty,  and  went  out  cui>ring  tlie  mas- 
ter ot'the  houec  who  laughed  at  ms  tail. 

As  my  brother  went  out  ol' the  hou^e,  two 
olind  men.  his  companions,  were  going  by, 
knew  him  by  his  voice,  and  asked  him  what 
was  the  matter.  He  told  them  what  had 
happened  to  lilm,  and  ai\en\'ardB  b-aid,  I 
have  eat  nothing  to  day :  I  conjure  you  to 
go  along  with  nic  to  my  houise,  that  I  may 
take  some  of  the  money  that  we  tlirec  have 
in  common  to  buy  me  something  lor  supncr. 
The  two  blind  men  agreed  to  it,  and  they 
went  home  with  him. 

You  must  know  that  the  master  of  tlie 
house  where  my  brotlier  was  eo  ill  used  was 
a  highwayman,  luid  ot'  a  cunning  and  ma- 
lickius  disposition.  He  heard  at  ins  window 
wliat  Backbac  had  said  to  his  companions, 
and  therelbie  came  down  aiui  ibllowed  them 
lo  my  brother's  houtse.  Tiic  blind  men  be- 
ing sat  down,  Backbac  said  to  them.  Bro- 
thers, we  must  sliut  the  door,  and  take  care 
there  be  no  stranger  with  us.  At  this 
the  highwa>'man  was  much  perplexed; 
but  perceiving  by  chance  a  rope  luuiging 
down  from  a  oeam.  lie  caught  hold  ol'  it, 
and  hung  by  it,  wliilc  the  bnnd  men  shut 
the  door,  and  felt  about  the  room  with  their 
sticks.  When  they  had  done  this,  and  sat 
down  again  in  their  places,  the  iiighway- 
man  let!  his  rope,  and  sat  down  sotUy  by  m  v 
brother:  who  tiiinkin^  hiin^lt*  alone  witli 
his  blind  comrades,  said  to  tiiem,  Brothers, 
since  you  have  tru-sted  me  witli  tlie  money 
which  we  all  three  have  been  gathering  a 
long  time,  I  will  t-how  you  that  I  am  not 
unworthy  ol'tlie  tru:ft  that  vou  reiMjcsC  in  inc. 
The  la^t  time  we  icckoncd,  you  know  we 
had  ten  thousiuid  drachms,  and  that  we  put 
them  into  ten  bags  ;  I  will  show  you  tliat 
I  have  not  touched  one  ot'  them ;  and  hav- 
ing said  so,  he  nut  his  hand  among  some 
old  clothes,  and  taking  out  the  bags  one 
after  another,  gave  them  to  his  coini-ades, 
laying,  There  tney  are ;  you  may  judge  by 
their  weight  that  tlit-^'  are  whole,  or  you 
may  tell  them  it' you  ploc'ise.  His  comrades 
answered  there  was  no  need,  they  did  iKit 
mistruEt  him ;  so  he  opened  one  ot'the  bajn<, 
and  took  out  ten  drachms,  and  eticli  ot'  tlie 
other  blinil  men  did  the  like. 

My  brother  put  tlie  bagK  into  their  piac4' 
a^aiii :  atler  whicli,  one  of  the  blind  iiieii 
■aid  to  him,  There  is  no  need  to  lay  out  an  v 
thing  lor  supper,  for  I  have  gut  as  much 
victuals  from  good  people  as  will  serve  ax 
all  three.  At  tiie  same  time  he  took  out  of 
his  bag  bread  and  cheese,  and  some  fruit, 
and,  putting  all  upon  the  table,  they  be^an 
to  eat.— The  liiehwayman,  who  sat  at  my 
bixMher's  rif  ht  Tiand.  picked  out  the  best, 
and  eat  witn  them ;  but,  whatever  care  he 
look  to  make  no  noise,  Backbac  heard  lus 


chaps  goin^,  and  cried  out  immediately. 
We  areiinJonc ;  there  in  a  stranger  among 
us :  mid  having  said  so,  he  ^tivtrhed  out  lijs 
hand,  ar/d  caught  hold  of  the  highwayman 
by  the  arm,  cned  out,  Thieves,  tel)  ufiun 
him,  and  lioxeil  him.  The  other  bhnti  men 
IcU  upon  Jiiin  hi  like  ihanner,  uiul  tlie  Ixigh- 
waymun  delended  himself  as  well  as  he 
could ;  and  being  young  and  vigorous,  and 
having  the  advaiita&:e  of  his  eyes,  he  gave 
furious  blows,  Mjmetriiie.s  to  one,  sometimes 
to  another,  as  he  could  come  at  them,  aiul 
cried  out.  Thieves,  louder  than  they  tlid. 
The  neighbours  came  running  at  the  noise, 
broke  o]nin  the  dour,  and  had  much  iulo  to 
Eeparaie  the  rombatanrs;  but  haviii*'  at 
last  succeeded,  tlicy  asked  the  oauM:  ol'tlieir 
quarrel.  My  brother,  who  litill  had  hold  of 
the  highwa>inan,  cried  out,  GentlLMnen, 
tliis  man  I  liave  hold  on  is  a  thief,  and  atolc 
in  with  us  on  purpose  to  ml)  us  ot'  the  littlo 
money  we  have.  The  thieli  who  shut  his 
eyeii  as  eoon  as  the  neighoourscame.  teign- 
ed  himself  blind,  and  cried  out.  Gentlemen, 
he  is  a  liar.  I  swear  to  you  by  Heaven, 
and  by  the  lile ot'the  cah))h,  tliat  I  am  their 
companion,  and  they  reluse  to  give  me  my 
just  share.  They  have  all  three  lallen  upon 
me,  and  I  demand  j  usticc.  The  nei^hbouis 
would  not  interlcre  in  their  quarrel,  but  car- 
rie<l  them  all  betbre  the  judge. 

When  they  came  belbre  Uie  magistrate, 
the  highwayman,  without  staying  to  be 
examined,  cried  out,  still  ieigning  himsell 
blind,  Sir,  since  you  are  deputed  to  adminis- 
ter justice  by  the  caliph,  whom  God  pros- 
per, I  declare  to  you  tluit  we  are  equally 
criminal,  my  three  coinnules  and  I :  but 
we  have  all  engaged,  uiK>n  oiith,  to  cbnien 
nothing  except  we  be  bastinadoed ;  so  that 
if  you  would  know  our  crime,  you  need  onlv 
order  us  to  be  biistinadoed,  and  begin  witn 
me.  My  brother  would  have  s|H>ken,  but 
was  not  allowed  to  do  so;  and  the  high- 
wavinan  wx^:  put  under  the  bastinado. 

The  robber  being  under  the  bastinado, 
had  the  courage  to  Iwar  twenty  or  thirty 
blows;  when,  pretending  to  l>e' overcome 
with  pain,  he  lirsi  oix-ni rd  one  eye,  and  then 
the  otner,  ami  crvinir  out  tor  men!^-,  be^rgni 
the  judge  woultf  put  a  stop  to  the  blnws.-^ 
The  jihige  {icrceiving  that  he  kicked  uj»n 
liiiu  with  his  eyes  o[M*n,  was  much  surprised 
at  it,  and  said  to  hini,  Hogue,  what  is  the 
n leaning  of  this  miracle  /  »Sir,  replied  the 
highwayman,  I  will  discover  to  you  an  im- 
riortant  secret,  if  you  {Hirdon  me.  and  give 
me,  as  a  pleilge  that  you  will  keep  j-our 
wonl,  the  rieal-iing  which  you  have  on  your 
linger:  1  am  w;ady  to  dedans  the  whok 
inyKtery.  The  judge  con!«enled,  ga^^e  him 
lus  ring,  and  proini.-eil  him  ^Kirdon.  Under 
this  promise,  said  the  highwayman,  I  must 
contcsB  to  vou.  sir,  that  land  my  tiireecom- 
nides  do  all  ot*  us  fci'e  very  well.  \V*e  teign- 
ed  ourselves  to  be  bUnd,  that  we  mi^ht 
fit»elv  enter  pcople^s  houses,  and  into  wo- 
men's apartments,  where  we  i^om  their 
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^  I  nrast  further  coniem  to  you, 
that  hj  thin  trick  we  have  craincd  toother 
ten  thounnd  drachms.  This  day  i  de* 
manded  of  mv  mrtiierB  two  thousand  five 
hundred  that  belotiged  to  nie  i\b  my  kihare : 
but  ther  refused  bi*causr  I  told  them  I  would 
leave  them,  and  they  were  airaid  I  ehould 
accuse  them.  Upon  mv  pressing  still  to 
have  my  share,  they  all  three  fell  upon  me ; 
lor  which  I  appeiil  to  those  people  who 
brought  us  belbre  you.  I  expect  from  >-our 
justice,  air,  that  you  will  make  them  deliver 
me  the  two  thouttand  five  hundred  drachms 
which  is  my  due ;  and  if  you  have  a  mind 
that  my  comradct*  shouM  'confi*;«s  the  tnith, 
vnu  must  order  them  throe  timOi«  ns  many 
bkvws  as  I  liave  had,  and  you  will  find  thoy 
"wilj  open  tlieireycv  as  well  ixa  I  did. 

My  brotlier  and  the  other  two  blin<l  men 
would  have  cleared  thnnwlvps  of  this  hor- 
rid cheat,  but  the  nid^^  would  not  hear 
them :  VillainR,  Kiiil  he,  do  you  toiirn  your- 
selves blind  then,  and,  umler  that  prt*text 
of  nMnnng  Uieir  compniwinn,  c)K*at  ik'oi)1(*, 
and  commit  8uch  criniOR  ?  He  in  a  cheat, 
cried  my  brother^  and  we  fake  God  to  wit- 
~em  that  none  of  us  can  liee. 

All  that  my  brother  could  say  was  in  vain, 
H  comradee  and  he  received  each  of  them 
two  hundred  blows.  The  hidg;e  looked  when 
they  should  have  opened  their  eyeta.  and  as- 
cribed to  their  obs^tinacy  what  really  they 
could  not  da  All  the  while,  the  higrnway- 
man  said  to  the  blind  men.  Poor  tbold  tliiit 
3rou  are,  open  your  eyet*.  and  do  not  suHIt 
jroUrseU-es  to  be  beat  to  death.  Thi^n  ad- 
dresMO^  himself  to  the  iudge.  paid,  I  ])er- 
eeivet  fir,  that  they  will  oe  malicioiv^ly  ob- 
stinate to  the  last,  and  will  never  open  their 
eves.  They  ha>'e  a  nnmi  certainly  to  avoid 
tne  shame  of  reading  their  own  condrmna- 
tkio  in  the  face  of  every  one  that  looks  upon 
them;  It  were  better,  if  j-ou  think  fit,  to 
pardon  them,  and  to  send  Eome  penaon  along 
with  me  Ibr  the  ten  thousand  drachms  they 
have  hid. 

The  judge  did  so.  eiwc  the  lii?hi\-ayman 
two  thousand  five  hundnnl  dnichmtt,  and 
kept  the  rest  himself;  and  ns»  lor  my  bnrther 
and  his  two  companions,  he  thou«:iit  he 
Fhowed  them  a  pn*at  deal  of  pity  by  sen- 
tencing  them  onlv  to  be*  banished.  As  soon 
as  I  heard  what  betrll  my  hn)th(T,  I  nin  al- 
ter him ;  he  told  me  hi^  misiortune.  and  I 
brought  him  bark  sec  ret  Iv  to  the  town.  I 
could  easily  have  justifieil  him  to  tht*  iudce, 
and  have  got  the  hiffhi\*ayman  punisJiedas 
he  deserved^  but  durst  not  attempt  it.  for 
(ear  of  brin^mg  myself  into  trouble.  Thus 
I  finished  tne  sad  adventure  of  mv  honest 
blind  brother.  Tlie  calioh  lau^heil  at  it  as 
much  as  at  those  he  had  heard  before,  and 
ordered  again,  tliat  something  should  be 
given  me ;  but  without  ft'iying  for  it,  I  be- 
gmn  the  story  of  my  founir  brother. 

ykeMtory  qftke  Barber-sfimrth  Brother. 
Aloouz  was  the  name  of  the  fourth  bro- 


ther, who  lost  one  of  his  eyes  upon  an  oo- 
caBk>n  that  I  shall  have  the  honour  to  relats 
to  your  maiesty.  He  was  a  butcher  by  pro* 
fes8k)n,  and  had  a  partk^ular  way  (^teach- 
ing rams  to  fight,  by  which  he  ^ned  the 
actjuaintance  ana  friendship  oi  the  chief 
lords  of  the  country,  who  loved  that  sport, 
and  ibr  that  end  kept  rams  at  their  houses: 
he  heul,  beside,  a  very  ^ood  trade,  and  haa 
his  shc^  always  full  oi  the  best  meat,  be- 
cause he  w*as  very  rich,  and  spared  no  cort 
tor  the  best  oi'  every  sort  One  dav,  when 
he  was  in  his  shop,  an  old  man,  with  a  long 
white  beard,  came  ami  bought  six  pounds  S 
meat  of  him,  gave  him  money  for  it,  ono 
went  his  way.  My  brother  thought  the 
monev  so  fine,  so  wliite,  and  so  well  coined, 
that  ho  put  it  apart  by  itself.  The  same 
old  man  came  every  (lay  lor  five  months 
together,  bought  a  like  quantity  ol'  meat, 
and  mid  lor  it  in  tiie  same  sort  of  money, 
which  my  brother  continued  to  lay  apart  by 
itself. 

At  the  end  of  five  months,  Alcouz  having 
a  mind  to  buy  a  parcel  of  sheep,  and  to  pa^ 
Ibr  them  in  this  fine  money,  o|)ened  his 
chest ;  but  inf^ead  of  finding  his  monejr, 
was  extremely  surprised  to  see  nothing  m 
the  place  where  he  had  laid  it  but  a  parcel 
of  leaves  clippe<l  round :  he  beat  his  head 
and  cried  out  aloud,  which  presently  brought 
the  neighfiourH  about  him,  who  were  a« 
much  8un>riKed  ai»  he.  when  he  told  them 
the  story.  Oh  !  crietl  my  brother,  weeping, 
that  this  treacherous  old  follow  would  come 
now  with  his  hypocritical  looks!  He  had 
scarce  done  s]x^akii)g  when  he  aiw  him 
coming  at  a  distaoce.  ran  to  him,  and  laid 
hands  on  him:  MuFsulinen !  cried  he,  as 
loud  as  he  could,  help !  hear  what  a  cheat 
this  wicke<i  fellow  has  put  upon  me.  and,  at 
the  same  time,  told  a  great  crowd  ot*  people 
who  came  about  him.  what  lie  had  former- 
ly told  his  neighbours.  Wlien  he  had  don& 
tne  old  man  said  to  him  veo'  gravely  and 
calmly,  You  had  better  let  me  go,  and  by 
that  means  make  amends  lor  tlie  aliront  yoa 
have  put  upon  me  belbre  so  many  people, 
for  tear  I  should  put  a  greater  afiront  n\xm 
yon,  which  I  sliould  be  sorry  to  do.  How, 
said  my  brother,  what  have  you  to  my 
againj^t  me  ?  I  am  an  honcbt  man  in  my 
businoRs,  and  fear  not  yt)U,  nor  any  body. 
You  wcHild  have  me  speak  out  then,  said 
the  olil  man,  in  the  Eamc  tone ;  and  turning 
to  the  i^eople,  said  to  them,  Know,  irood 
people,  that  this  fellow,  instead  of  selling 
mutton,  as  he  ought  to  do.  sells  man's  fk»h. 
You  are  a  cheat,  saiil  my  brother.  No,  no, 
sakl  the  old  man ;  good  people,  this  very 
minute  that  I  am  sfieaking  to  hun,  there  m 
a  man  with  his  throeit  cut  hung  up  in  the 
shop  like  a  sliren ;  do  any  of  you  go  thither, 
ana  see  if  what  I  say  be  not  trae. 

Just  before  mv  brother  had  opened  his 
chest  he  had  killed  a  sheep,  dresrad  it,  and 
exposed  it  in  the  shop,  according  to  custom. 
Heprotested  that  what  the  old  man  said  was 
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fkJim  \  bat  notwithftanding  all  his  protesta- 
tions,  the  credulous  mob.  preyudicea  against 
a  man  accused  of  such  a  heinous  crime, 
would  jTo  to  see  whether  the  matter  was 
true.  They  obliged  mv  brother  to  quit  the 
old  man,  laid  hold  of  liini,  aiul  run  like 
madmen  into  his  shop,  where  they  saw  a 
man  hung  up  with  his  throat  cut,  as  the  old 
man  had  told  them ;  lor  he  was  a  magician 
and  deceiy^  the  eves  of  all  people,  as  ne  did 
my  brother,  when  ne  made  him  take  leaves 
instead  ol*  money.  At  this  sight,  one  of  those 
who  held  Alcouz,  gave  him  a  great  obw 
with  his  fist,  and  said  to  him.  Thou  wick- 
ed villain  I  Dost  thou  meike  us  eat  men's 
flesh  instead  of  mutton  1  And  at  the  same 
time,  the  old  man  gave  him  another  blow, 
which  beat  out  one  of  his  eyes,  and  every 
body  that  could  get  near  him  beat  him ;  and 
not  content  with  that,  they  carried  him  be- 
fore a  judge,  with  tlie  pretended  carcass  oi' 
the  man  to  be  evidence  against  him.  Sir, 
said  the  old  magician  to  the  judge,  we  have 
brought  you  a  man,  who  is  so  baroarous  as 
to  murder  people,  and  to  sell  their  flesh 
inrtead  ot*  mutton ;  the  public  exnects  that 
you  shall  punish  mm  in  an  exempiarjr  man- 
ner. The  judge  heard  my  brother  with  pa- 
tience, but  would  beUeve  nothing  of  the 
story  of  the  money  changed  into  leaves, 
called  my;  brother  a  cheat,  told  him  he  would 
believe  his  own  eyes,  and  ordered  him  to  re- 
ceive five  hundred  blows.  He  allerwards 
made  him  tell  where  his  mone^  was,  took 
it  all  from  him,  and  banished  him  lor  ever, 
after  having  made  him  nde  three  days 
thrcHigh  the  city  upon  a  camel,  exposed  to 
Che  irksults  of  the  people. 

I  was  not  at  Bagdad  when  this  tragical 
adventure  betcil  my  Iburth  brother.  He  re- 
tired into  a  remote  place,  where  he  lay  con- 
cealed till  he  was  cured  of  the  blows  with 
which  his  back  was  terribly  mauled.  When 
he  was  able  to  walk,  he  went  by  ni^ht  to  a 
certain  town  where  nobody  knew  him ;  and 
there  he  took  a  lodging,  from  whence  he 
seldom  went  out  But  beins  weary  of  this 
confined  life,  he  went  to  walk  in  one  of  tlie 
suburbs,  where  all  of  a  sudtien  he  heard  a 
rreat  noise  of  horsemen  coming  behind  him. 
He  was  then  by  chance  near  the  sate  of  a 

Eeat  house ;  and  fearing,  afler  what  had 
lalten  him,  that  these  horsemen  were  pur- 
suing him,  he  opened  the  gate,  in  order  to 
hide  himself;  and  after  he  shut  it,  came 
into  a  great  court,  where  immediately  two 
«rvants  came,  and  collaring  him,  said,  Hea- 
iren  be  praised,  that  you  have  come  of  your 
own  accord  to  surrender  yoursell*to  us !  x  ou 
have  frightened  us  so  much  these  three  last 
nights,  mat  we  could  not  sleep :  nor  would 
you  have  spared  our  lives,  if  we  had  not  pre- 
vented vou.  You  may  very  well  imagine 
m^  brother  was  much  sui  pnsed  at  this  com- 
pliment. Good  people,  said  he,  I  know  not 
what  you  mean ;  you  certainly  take  me  tor 
•some  body  else.  No.  no.  rpphed  they :  wv 


know  that  you  and  your  comiadei  are  mat 
robbers :  you  were  not  contented  to  roo  oar 
master  of  all  that  he  had,  and  to  reduce 
him  to  beggary,  but  you  had  a  mind  to  take 
his  life.  I^t  us  see  a  little  if  you  have  not 
a  kniie  about  you,  which  you  had  in  your 
hand  when  you  pursued  us  last  night ;  and 
having  said  tliis,  they  searched  him,  and 
found  ne  had  a  knife.  Ho  I  ho !  cried  they, 
laying  hold  of  him,  and  dare  you  say  that 
you  are  not  a  robber  1  Why,  said  my  bro- 
ther, cannot  a  man  carry  a  knife  about  him 
without  being  a  highwayman  ?  If  yaa  will 
hearken  to  m  v  story,  continued  he,  instead 
of  having  so  bad  an  opinion  ol'  me,  you  will 
be  touched  with  compiission  at  my  mislbi^ 
tunes.  But  far  from  hearkening  to  him, 
they  fell  upon  him,  trod  upon  him,  took 
away  his  clothes,  and  tore  his  shirt  Then 
seeing  the  scars  on  his  back,  O  dog  !  waid 
they,  redoubling  their  blows,  would  jrou 
have  us  believe  vou  are  an  honest  man 
when  your  back  shows  us  the  contrary?^ 
Alas !  said  my  brother,  my  crimes  must  be 
very  great,  since  after  having  been  abuoed 
already  so  ui\justly,  I  am  abused  again  a 
second  time  without  being  more  culpable ! 
The  two  servants,  no  way  moved  with 
this  complaint,  carried  him  before  the  judge, 
who  asked  him,  how  he  durst  be  so  bold  as  to 

fo  into  their  house,  and  pursue  them  with  a 
rawn  knife  ?  Sir,  repued  poor  Alcoui.  I 
am  the  most  innocent  man  in  the  world. 
and  am  undone,  if  you  will  not  be  pleased 
to  hear  me  patiently ;  nobody  deserves  more 
compasakm.  Sir,  replied  one  of  the  dome*- 
XMa,  will  you  listen  to  a  robber,  who  enten 
people's  houses  to  plunder  and  murder  them  1 
If'  you  will  !K>t  believe  us,  only  look  upon 
his  back.  And  when  he  said  so,  he  unco- 
vered my  brother's  back,  and  showed  it  to 
the  judge;  who,  without  any  other  infbnna* 
tkufi,  commanded  immediately  to  give  him  a 
hundred  laslies  with  a  bull's  pizzle  over  the 
shoulders,  and  made  him  afterwards  be  car- 
rieii  thn)u<^h  the  town  on  a  camel,  with  one 
crying  before  him, '  Thus  are  such  men 
imnished  as  enter  people's  houses  by  force.' 
After  having  treated  hiin  thus,  they  banish- 
e4l  him  the  town,  and  forbid  hmi  ever  tore- 
turn  to  it  again.  Some  |)eople  wlio  met  him 
after  the  second  mistbrtune,  brought  me 
word  where  he  was,  and  1  went  and  fetched 
him  to  Bagdad  privately,  and  gave  him  all 
the  assistance  1  could.  The  caliph,  eon- 
tiimed  the  barber,  did  not  laugh  so  much  at 
this  storv  as  at  the  other.  He  yn%B  pleswed 
to  pity  the  unfortunate  Alcouz.  and  ordered 
sometliing  to  be  given  me.    But,  without 

fiviiig  his  servants  time  to  obey  his  orden, 
continued  my  discourse,  and  raitl  to  him, 
Mv  sovereign  lonl  and  ma^cr,  you  see  that 
I  do  not  talk  much ;  and  since  your  majeirity 
has  been  pleased  to  do  me  tlic  fii  vour  to  ii»- 
ten  to  me  so  far,  I  beg  vou  would  likewve 
hear  the  adventures  of  my  two  other  bro- 
thers.   I  hope  they  will  be  a"  diverting  m 
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lhon«f  the  former.  You  may  make  aoom- 
pleCe  hktiQry  of  them,  that  will  not  be  nn- 
worthj  oi'  your  library.  I  shall  do  myself 
the  honour  then  lo  acqunint  you,  that  the 
fifth  brother  was  called  Aliianchar. 

TV  Story  <f  the  Barber^ 8 fifth  Brother. 

Ahiaichar,  as  long  as  our  father  lived, 
wai  vtxy  lazy :  instep  ol'  working  for  hia 
fivioic  he  used  to  go  begging  in  tnc  even- 
nig,  and  to  live  next  day  upon  wliat  he  got 
Our  father  died  in  a  very  old  age,  and  lell 
among  us  seven  hundred  dnichnid  of  silver : 
ve  divided  it  equally,  so  that  (»Lch  of  ud  hiul 
a  hundred  for  our  snare.  Aliuischur,  who 
Jiad  never  so  much  money  belbre  in  his  liie- 
time,  was  verv  much  pen^lt^^ed  to  know 
what  he  should  do  with  it.  lie  consulted  a 
long  time  with  himself,  and  at  lat<t  resolved 
to  my  it  out  in  glasses,  bottles,  and  other 
tflasB-ware,  which  he  bouj^ht  of  a  wholesale 
dealer.  lie  put  all  in  an  open  basket,  aiui 
chose  a  very  little  shot>,  where  he  sat  witli 
tfaic  basket  betbre  him,  and  his  back  ag-tiinst 
the  wall,  ex|)ecting  while  somebody  Jioiild 
come  and  buy  his  ware.  In  this  ixMture  he 
oat,  with  his  eyes  fixed  on  his  basket,  and 
began  to  meditate ;  during  wliich  he  spoke 
as  follows,  k)ud  enoug:h  to  be  heard  by  a 
neighbouring  tailor :  Thies  basket,  said  he, 
me  a  hundred  drachms,  which  is  all  I 


have  in  the  world ;  I  shall  make  two  hun- 
dred of  it  by  retailing  my  glot^s,  and  of  tlic:«o 
two  hundred  dnichms,  wliich  I  will  o^ain 
ay  out  in  glass-ware,  I  sluill  make  four 
hundred  ;-^and  goiii>^  on  thu:i,  I  ^v\\\  at  last 
make  four  thousiuid  druchnLs ;  of  tour  thou- 
sand I  shall  eusily  make  eight  tliousiiiid.iuid 
nrhen  I  come  to  ten  thousand,  i  will  Uuive 
off  selling  ^Iok,  and  turn  jeweller.  I  will 
trade  in  diamonds,  pearls,  and  all  sortt)  of 
precknis  stones.  Then,  when  I  am  rich  us 
I  can  wiali,  I  will  buv  a  fine  house,  a  ^reat 
estate,  slaves,  eunucns.  and  horsen.  Iwili 
keep  a  good  house,  luid  m«ike  a  ^reat  figure 
in  the  worLl ;  1  will  ncnd  for  all  the  musi- 
cians ami  dancers  of  both  ibexes  in  town. — 
Nor  will  I  stop  here:  I  will,  by  the  favour 
of  heaven,  go  on  till  I  get  a  hundred  thuu- 
fland  drachms:  and  wiien  I  have  got  so 
much,  I  will  tJiink  myi>eif  as  great  as  a 
prince,  anil  t^cnd  to  demand  tlic  grand  vi- 
zier's daughter  in  marriage  :  and  reprc-ieiU 
to  that  minister  that  I  have  nciird  much  of 
the  wonilerful  beauty,  understandiii!:^,  wit, 
and  all  tlie  other  qualities  of  his  daughter. 
In  a  word,  that  I  will  give  him  a  tliousiuid 
pieces  of  goKI  the  first  night  atler  wn  are 
marriud ;  aiiti  if  the  vizier  be  so  uncivil  as 
to  refuse  hU  daughter,  which  caniKH  be 
eappofvtd,  I  will  go  luid  carry  her  off  before 
hk  face,  and  take  her  to  my  house,  whetlier 
Le  will  or  no. — ^Vs  soon  as  I  have  married 
the  grand  vizier's  daughtiT,  I  will  buy  her 
teD  j'oun^  black  eunuchs,  the  handsomest 
that  can  Tic  hiul.  I  will  clothe  myself  like 
a  prince,  and,  mounted  upon  a  fine  hoiw, 
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with  a  saddle  of  fine  gold,  and  houangB  of 
cloth  of  gold,  finely  embrndered  with  dia- 
monds and  pearls,  I  will  ride  through  the 
city,  attended  by  slaves  before  and  behind ; 
and  I  will  go  to  tlie  vizier's  pakice,  in  view 
of  all  the  people,  great  and  small,  who  will 
show  me  tlie  most  profound  respect  Whea 
I  alight  at  the  foot  of  the  vizier^i  staircaae, 
I  will  go  up  the  same  tlirough  my  own  peo- 
ple, rangeil  in  files  on  the  right  and  (eft ; 
and  the  grand  vizier,  receiving  me  as  hii 
son-in-law,  shall  give  me  the  right  hand, 
and  set  me  above  him,  to  do  me  the  more 
honour.  If  Uiis  comes  to  pnss,  as  I  hope  k 
will,  two  of  my  people  sliall  each  of  them 
liave  a  purse  with  a  thouBand  pieces  of  gokl. 
whbh  they  shall  carry  with  them,  rwill 
take  one,  and  presenting  it  to  the  grand 
vizier,  will  tell  liim.  There  is  the  thousand 
pieces  of  gold  that  I  promised  tlie  first  nk:ht 
of  marriage ;  and  I  will  offer  him  the  other, 
and  say  to  him,  There  is  as  much  more,  to 
shew  vou  that  I  am  a  man  of  my  word,  and 
even  better  than  my  promise.  After  such 
tm  actKMi  as  this,  aft  the  world  will  talk  oi 
my  generosity.  I  will  return  to  my  own 
liouse  in  the  same  pomp.  My  wife  will  send 
some  officer  to  compliment  me^  on  account 
of  my  visit  to  tlie  vizier,  her  father ;  I  will 
honour  the  officer  with  a  fine  robe,  ami  send 
him  iMick  with  a  rich  preaent.  If  she  thinks 
to  send  me  one,  I  will  not  accept  it.  but  dis- 
mizis  the  bearer.  I  will  not  suficr  her  to  go 
out  of  her  apartment  on  any  account  what- 
ever, without  giving  mc  notice ;  and  when 
I  have  a  mind  to  come  to  her  a|>artmcnt,  it 
shall  L>e  in  such  a  manner  tis  to  nuike  her 
rcsfNv.t  me.  In  short,  no  house  shiill  be 
better  ordered  than  mine.  I  will  be  always 
richly  clad.  When  I  retire  witli  my  wife 
in  the  eveiimg,  I  will  sit  on  the  upper  liand; 
I  will  affect  a  grave  air,  without  turning  my 
head  to  one  side  or  other.  I  will  sneak  lit- 
tle: and  whilst  my  wile,  lieautiiui  at  the 
full  moon,  HUuids  betbre  me  in  all  her 
rharm!<,  I  will  make  as  if  I  did  not  see  her. 
Her  women  about  her  will  say  to  me,  Our 
dear  lord  and  masUu*,  here  is  your  spouse, 
your  humble  servant,  U^tore  you,  ready  to 
nr«ive  your  oiresses,  and  much  mortified 
that  you  do  not  vouclisofe  to  kxik  upon  her : 
she  is  wearied  witli  standing  so  long  ;  bid 
her,  at  least,  sit  down.  I  will  give  no  an- 
KW(T  to  this  discourse,  which  will  increase 
their  Kun>rise  smd  grief  They  will  pros- 
trate themselvcd  at  my  feet ;  and  after  they 
have  for  a  coninderabie  time,  entreateil  me 
to  relent,  I  will  at  last  lift  up  my  head,  and 
give  hiT  a  carele:»  look,  anil  resume  my 
Sinner  posture :  they  will  suppose  that  my 
wife  is  iK)t  well  enough,  nor  handsomely 
enough  dressed,  and  will  carry  her  to  her 
ck^Mit  to  chiui^re  her  apparel.  At  the  same 
time  I  will  get  up,  ana  put  on  a  more  mag- 
nificent suit  tlian  before :  they  will  return, 
and  hold  the  same  discourse  with  me  as  be- 
fore, and  I  will  have  the  pleasure  not  m 
much  as  to  look  upon  my  wife,  till  they 
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hftve  prayed  and  entreated  as  lon^  as  they 
did  at  firBt  Thns  I  will  be^in  on  the  fiivt 
day  of  marriafffeto  teach  her  what  she  is  to 
expect  during  the  ref^t  of  her  life. 

Ailertjfieceremoniesof  the  marriage,  said 
Abiaschar,  I  will  take  from  one  of  my  oer- 
Tanti,  who  shall  be  about  me^  a  purse  of  five 
hundred  pieces  oC  ffold,  which  I  will  ^ve 
to  the  tire-women,  that  th€>'  may  leave  me 
alone  with  my  spouse.  When  they  are 
gone,  m7  wite  shall  go  to  bed  first ;  then  I 
will  lie  nown  by  her,  with  my  back  towards 
her.  and  will  not  say  one  word  to  her  all 
nignt.  The  next  morning  she  will  certainly 
complain  of  my  contempt  to  her,  and  ol'my 
pride,  to  h«r  mother,  the  grand  vizier's  wile, 
which  will  rejoice  my  heart.  Her  mother 
will  come  to  wait  upon  me,  refqiectfully  kiss 
my  hands,  and  say  to  nie,  Sir,  (lor  she  \vi[\ 
not  dare  to  call  me  son-in-law,  lor  tear  of 
provoking  me  by  such  a  familiar  style,)  I 
entreat  you  not  to  disdain  to  look  upon  my 
daughter,  and  refuse  to  come  near  her :  I 
assure  you  that  her  chief  delight  is  to  uieas^ 
you,  and  that  she  loves  you  with  all  her 
soul.  But,  in  spite  of  all  my  motlier-in-law 
can  say,  I  will  not  answer  her  one  word, 
but  keep  an  obstinate  gravity.  Then  she 
will  throw  herself  at  my  feet,  kiss  them  re- 
peatedly, and  say  to  me,  Sir,  is  it  poesible 
that  you  can  suspect  my  daughters  good 
sense  7  I  assure  you  I  never  let  her  go  out 
of  my  sight.  You  are  the  first  man  tiiat 
ever  saw  her  face:  do  not  mortify  her  so 
much ;  (k)  her  the  favour  to  look  upon  iicr, 
to  speak  to  her,  and  confirm  her  inner  gootl 
intentions  to  satisfy  you  in  every  thing. 
But  nothing  of  this  shall  prevail  with  me. 
Upon  which  my  mother-in-law  will  take  a 
glass  of  wine,  and,  putting  it  in  the  hand  of 
her  daughter,  mv  wife,  will  say.  Go,  ])rej«eiit 
him  this  ffla*^  of  wine  yourFselP;  pcrhaiv  he 
will  not  DC  so  cnicl  as  to  refuse  it  from  so 
fair  a  hand.  My  wiih  will  come  with  the 
glass,  and  stand  trembling  before  mc;  and 
when  she  finds  that  I  do  not  look  towards 
her,  but  that  I  continue  to  distlnin  her, 
she  will  say  to  me,  with  tears  in  her  eyes. 
My  heart,  my  dear  soul,  my  amiable  lord,  1 
conjure  you,  by  the  tavoui-s  which  heaven 
heaps  upon  you,  to  receive  this  j^lass  of 
wine  from  the  hand  of  vour  mo^t  numble 
servant;  but  I  will  not  look  ui>on  her  still, 
nor  answer  her.  Mv  charming  siH>ur^\ 
will   she  sjiy,  rojloubling  her  tears,   and 

{mtting  the  ^laas  to  my  mouth,  1  will  never 
eave  off  till  r]>rfvan  with  you  to  drink: 
then,  wearied  with  her  entreat ie:5,  I  will 
dart  a  terrible  look  at  her,  give  her  a  gooil 
box  on  tlic  check,  and  such  a  pu^-h  with 
my  foot,  as  will  throw  her  to  a  distance  from 
the  sofa.  . 

My  brother  was  so  full  of  these  chimerical 
visions,  that  he  acted  with  his  foot  a<  if  she 
had  been  really  before  him,  and  by  misfor- 
tune he  gave  such  a  push  to  hid  bfuket  and 
glasses,  flint  they  were  thrown  do>vn  in  the 
street,  and  broken  in  a  thousiuid  piere»<. 


The  tailor,  his  neighbour,  who  heard  his 
extravagant  talk,  burst  into  a  great  fit  ol 
laughter  when*  he  saw  the  basket  fall.  O, 
what  an  umvorthy  fellow  art  thou !  said  he 
to  my  brother :  ought  you  not  be  ac^amed 
to  abuse  thus  a  young  spouse,  who  gave  >'oa 
no  cause  to  complain.  You  must  be  a  verf 
brutish  fellow  to  despise  the  tears  and 
charms  of  such  a  beautiful  lady. '  Were  I 
the  vizier,  your  father-in-law,  I  would  order 
you  a  hundred  lashes  with  a  bulFs  moAe, 
and  send  you  through  the  town  witn  yoor 
rhanicter  written  on  your  forehead.  My 
bn^ther,  on  this  fati\I  ;iccident,came  to  him- 
self, and  perceiving  that  he  had  brought  thk 
misfortune  upon  liimself  by  his  insupport- 
able pride,  he  beat  his  face,  tore  hk  dothes; 
and  cried  so  loud,  that  tlie  neighbours  came 
about  him ;  and  the  people,  who  were  go- 
in^  to  their  noon-prayers,  stopt  to  know 
what  ^vas  the  matter.  Being  on  a  Friday, 
more  iKKinIc  went  to  prayers  than  usual : 
some  of  them  took  pity  on  Alnaschar,  and 
others  only  laughed  at  him  for  his  extrava- 
gance. In  the  mean  time,  his  vanity  beinjp 
dispersed  witli  his  projiertv,  he  bittmy  be- 
wailed his  loss ;  and  a  lady  of  rank  passing 
by  upon  a  mule  richly  caparisoned,  my  br(»- 
ther's  situation  moved  her  compassion.  Sba 
asked  him  who  he  was,  and  what  he  cried 
for  ?  They  told  her,  that  he  was  a  poor 
man,  who  had  laid  out  the  little  money  he 
was  worth  in  the  purchase  of  a  basket  of 
glaee  ware,  and  that  the  basket  had  laUen 
over,  and  all  his?  glasses  were  broken.  The 
lady  immediately  turned  to  an  eunuch  who 
attend<Ml  her,  and  siiid  to  him.  Give  the  pool 
man  what  you  have  about  you.  The  eunuch 
obeyed,  and  put  into  my  brother's  hands  a 
inirw*,  with  live  hundred  pieces  of  gold. 
Alnaschar  wiis  ready  to  die  with  joy  when 
he  received  it.  He  gave  a  thousand  bless 
iiiiTs  to  tlic  lady,  and  shutting  up  his  shop, 
where  he  had  no  more  oc^^askMi  to  sit,  ne 
went  to  his  house. 

While  he  was  making  deep  reflectkxa 
upon  liis  L'-ood  luck,  he  heard  somebody 
knock  at  iiis  door:  belbre  he  opened,  he 
asked  who  it  was ;  and  knowing  by  the  voiee 
that  it  was  a  woman,  he  let  her  in.  My  son, 
said  she,  I  have  a  favour  to  beg  of  }'ou :  the 
hour  of  prayer  is  come ;  pray  let  me  wash 
myself,  triat  I  may  be  fit  to  sjiy  my  |>rayen. 
Pray  let  me  coine  into  vour  house,  and  givB 
me  a  Inidin  of  water.  5fy  brotiier  looked  at 
her,  and  siiw  that  she  Tvas  a  woman  well  ad- 
vanced in  vears:  though  he  knew  hcrnoc, 
he  ';:ninted  her  request,  and  sat  do%vn  agaip 
still  full  of  his  new  adventure.  He  puthii 
gold  in  a  long  stniit  purse,  pro|ier  to  canry 
at  his  ginlle.  The  old  woman  in  the  mean 
time  ii\\d  her  pravers.  and  when  she  had 
done,  came  to  my  hrothcr.  and  bowed  tnrioe 
to  the  gnniiid  so  low,  that  slie  touched  it 
with  her  Ibreliead,  as  ifslie  had  been  going 
to  say  her  pniyers:  then  rising  up,  she 
wished  my  brother  all  happiness. 

Being  mesuily  clad,  and  ver>'  humble,  he 
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thought  ihe  adcRd  almR,  \hk)ii  wliich  he  ot- 
fered  her  two  nii^pcs  of*  ffoJii.  Tlie  old  wo- 
mnn  stern  buck  in  a  Rort  of  fsun^riBe,  iih  it' 
my  brother  had  ntli-oiued  her.  (ickmI  God ! 
Rud  «he,  \vh;it  in  the  incaiiiiii^  ol'tiiid?  Is  it 
possible,  sir,  lluit  you  Took  iiii;  lor  one  of 
tliose  impudent  beirirars  who  |iu?<h  into 
people's  hour's  to  iisk  (dm:«?    lak«'  hack 

{our  nioiK*y ;  I  neinl  ii  not,  thank  heaven. 
belong  to  a  young  hulv  of  thii:  city,  who  is 
a  cliarmin*r  l)eauty,  and  very  rich ;  slie  lets 
me  want  lor  nothiiig. 

My  brother  was  not  cinminsr  rnouirh  to 
perceive  the  cnitl  of  tlie  old  wonmii,~  who 
only  refiiKod  the  two  piVces  <if  sold,  that  sin? 
might  catch  more.    He  asked  her  if  fIio 
could  not  prorun'  him  thf*  honour  of  preinir 
that  laily.    With  all  my  heart,  n^plieil  slie  -. 
■be  will  he  very  glad  to  marry  you,  aiul  to 
put  you  m  poffise^sion  of  htir  lortum'.  by  ma- 
Idng  you  master  of  her  penon.    Take  up 
your  money  and  lojlow  me.    My  brother 
being  mvifihed  with  hirt£?ood  luck  of  finth'ng 
■o  gieat  a  sum  of  money,  and  almost  at  the 
same  time  a  bi^autiful  and  rich  wile,  slnit 
hk  eyes  to  all  other  considerations ;  so  that 
he  took  his  five  hundred  pieces  of  gold,  and 
fbllowed  the  old  woman.    She  walked  lie- 
lore  him,  and  he  followed  at  a  distance,  to 
the  gate  of  a  great  hou»^  where  r;he  knock- 
ed.   He  came  up  to  her  just  a^  a  vounir 
Greek  slave  oi)ened  th(*  gate.   The  old  wo- 
man made  him  enter  firi<t,  cro^aed  a  well- 
paved  court,  and  introduc(*d  him  hitoa  hall, 
the  furniture  of  which  confirnie<l  him  in  the 
good  of)tnion  he  had  conceived  of  the  mi^- 
treas  of  the  houKP.    While  the  ol<l  woman 
went  to  acquaint  the  lady,  he  sat  down,  and 
the  weather  being  hot.  ]iut  otf  hl^  turban, 
and  laid  it  by  him.    He  siieedily  riw  the 
young  lady  c^mc  in.  w^hot^MMNUitv  and  rich 
apparel  perfectly  surprii^'d  him:  lie  got  up 
as  mil  ojs  he  saw  her.    Tint  lady,  with  a 
■oiling  coimtenance.  pniyed  him  to  sit  down 
afain.  and  placed  herpclf  by  him:  she  tohl 
hun  sne  was  very  glad  to  see  him ;  an<i  af- 
ter having  spoken  some  emrai^insj:  words  to 
him,  Kiid,  We  do  not  sit  here  ai  our  ease. 
Come,  give  me  your  hand.   At  these  words 
■he  pro«nted  him  herv.  and  carried  him 
into  an  inner  chamber,  when;  she  converwd 
with  him  liir  some  time:  then  siie  tell  him, 
bidding  him  stav,— «he  would  lie  with  him 
in  a  moment.    He  waiteil  tor  her;  but  in- 
stead ot'a  liulv  caine  in  a  irreat  black  slave. 
with  a  scimftar  in  hi?  hand,  and  looking 
Ufton  my  brother,  with  a  terrible  jis]>ect. 
flud  to  Him  fiercely,  What  have  you  to  do 
here  1    Ainnschaf  was  so  friirhteiied  at  the 
flight  of  the  slave,  that  he  hail  i\n  power  to 
aiMwer.    The  black  PtrinjK'd  him,  carrieil 
on  lus  gold,  and  gave  turn  M'veral  Hiwli 
woimds  with  his  scimitar.     My  uidiappy 
brother  iell  to  the  ground,  where  he  lay 
without  motion,  thousrh  he  had  still  the  use 
of  his  eensn?.    The  black  thinking  him  to 
be  dead,  asked  for  lalt :  the  Greek  slave 
bnnight  him  a  baan  lull :  they  rubbed  my 


broUier'ff  wounds  with  it,  who  had  so  much 
command  of  liimself,  notwithstanding  the 
intoleniblc  (tain  it  put  him  to,  that  he  laj 
still,  without  giving  any  sign  of  life.  Thie 
bhu'k  and  the  Greek  slave  being  retired, 
the  old  woman,  wlio  diiew  mv  brother  into 
the  snare,  came  and  draggea  him  by  the 
fet^t  to  a  tra(Mloor,  which  slw  opened,  and 
threw  him  uito  a  |[}lace  under  gi-ound, 
among  the  con^^^^  ol  several  other  i«oi)le 
that  had  l»cen  murdered.  He  perceived  tnis 
as  s(X)n  iis  lie  came  to  himself,  tor  tlie  vio- 
lence of  the  fidl  lutd  taken  away  his  senses. 
The  salt  rubl>etl  into  his  wountf.-f  preserved 
liis  lite,  and  he  recovered  strength  by  de- 
iri-ees.  so  as  he  was  able  to  walk.  After  two 
days  he  o|)ened  the  tra])-door  in  the  night, 
an<l  finding  in  the  court  a  place  pit)i)er  to 
hide  himseh'in,  continued  theretill  break  of 
day,  when  he  saw  the  cursed  old  woman 
open  the  gate  to  tlie  street,  and  go  out  to 
s(?ek  another  prey.  He  staid  in  the  place 
tiomc  time  af\er  she  went  out,  that  she 
might  not  see  him,  and  then  omie  to  me 
for  shelter,  when  he  told  me  of  his  adven- 
tures. 

In  a  month's  time  he  was  perfectly  cured 
of  his  wounds  by  medicines  that  1  gave  him : 
and  resolved  to  avenge  hiniselt'  of  the  old 
wt>man,  who  had  put  such  a  bartKirous 
cheat  upon  him.  To  this  end  he  t(H)k  a  bag, 
lar?e  enouf^h  to  contain  five  huntlred  pieces 
of  srold.  and  filled  it  with  pieces  of  glah«i. 

My  brother  f:\stened  the  has  of  glass 
alMuit  him,  disguised  himsi'lf  like  an  old 
woman,  and  took  asciniitarunderhisgnwn. 
One  mornin?  he  met  the  old  woman  walk- 
ing thmuirh  the  town  to  seek  lier  prt?y ;  he 
came  up  to  her.  and  counterleiting  a  wo- 
man's voice,  siiid  to  her.  Cannot  you  lend 
me  a  jiair  of  i^mles  ?  I  nm  ii  woman  newly 
come  Irom  Persisi,  have  bnmght  five  hun- 
dre<l  pi(Huv«  of  gold  with  me,  and  would 
know  if  they  are  weight. — C«oo<l  woman, 
answered  tlie  old  hag.  rou  could  not  have 
applied  ti)  a  proi)erer  peri^nn:  ibllow  me;  1 
will  brin?  vou  to  mv  son,  who  <han, 


monev,  and  will  weigli  them  himself,  to  save 
ynu  the  tmuhle.  I  jet  us  make  haste,  for 
tear  he  eto  to  his  sliop.  My  brother  ibllou'ed 
her  to  the  house  where  she  carri(N)  him  the 
first  time,  and  the  (ireek  slave  opened  the 
door. 

The  old  woman  carried  my  brother  to  the 
hall,  where  she  bid  him  sniy  a  moment  till 
she  called  her  son.  The  )n*tended  son  came, 
and  proved  to  be  the  vi  I  a  nous  black  slave. 
Come,  old  woman,  said  he  to  my  brother, 
rise  and  follow  me :  having  K))oke  thus,  he 
went  beton^  to  bring  him  to  tlie  place  where 
he  designed  to  murder  him.  Ainaschar  got 
up,  followed  him,  and  drawing  hisi^imitar, 
gave  him  such  a  dexterous  blow  behind  on 
the  neck,  that  he  cut  oti' his  head,  which  he 
took  in  one  hand,  and,  dragging  the  corpse 
with  the  otlier,  threw  them  both  into  the 
place  under  ground  before  mentk)ncd.  The 
Greek  slaTe,  who  was  accustomed  to  the 
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trade,  eame  presently  with  a  basin  of  salt ; 
Irat  when  die  saw  Alnaachar  with  his  scimi- 
tar in  his  hand^  and  without  his  veil,  she  laid 
down  the  baan,  and  fled.  But  my  brother 
overtaking  her,  cut  off  her  head  auso.  The 
wielded  Old  woman  came  running  at  the 
noise,  and  my  brother  seizing  her,  said  to 
her,  Trwicherous  wretch !  do  not  you  know 
mof  Alas,  dr !  answered  she,  trembling, 
who  arc  3x^1 7  I  da  not  remember  tliat  I 
ever  saw  >*ou. — ^I  am,  said  he,  the  peVson  to 
whose  house  you  came  the  other  day  to 
wash  and  say  your  prayers.  Hyi)ocritical 
hag!  said  he,  do  not  you  remember  it? 
TMn  she  fell  on  her  knees  to  beg  liis  par- 
doii.  but  he  cut  her  in  four  pieces. 

There  remained  only  tlie lady,  who  knew 
nothing  of  what  had  paai<ed :  he  sought  her 
«ut,  am  found  her  in  a  chamber,  where  Hhe 
was  ready  to  sink  when  she  saw  him :  she 
%egscd  her  iiie,  which  he  generously  grant- 
«d.  Madam,  said  he,  how  could  you  five  with 
«uch  wrcked  (leople,  as  I  have  so  justly  re- 
venged mvi^ll'upon  now?  I  was,  sain  she, 
wife  to  an  honest  merchant :  and  the  cursed 
old  woman,  who>«  wickedness  I  did  not 
know,  used  sometimes  to  come  to  see  me. 
Madam,  said  she  to  me  one  day,  we  have  a 
very  tine  wedding  at  our  house,  which  you 
will  be  pleased  to  see,  if  you  give  us  the  ho- 
nour of  your  company :  I  was  persuaded  b  v 
her,  put  on  my  best  apparel,  and  took  witli 
me  a  hundr^  pKces  of  gold.  I  followed 
lier:  she  brought  me  to  this  house,  where 
the  black  lias  since  kept  me  by  three,  and  I 
have  been  throe  years  here,  to  my  very  great 
soiTow.  By  the  trade  which  that  cunsed 
4)lack  followed,  replied  my  brother,  he  must 
have  gathered  togethera  vast  deal  of  riches. 
There  is  so  much^  said  she,  that  you  will  he 
made  (or  ever,  it  you  carry  them  off:  Ibl- 
low  me,  and  you  sliall  see  them.  Alnaschar 
followed  licr  to  a  chamber,  where  she  show- 
ed him  several  cotiers  full  of  gold,  which 
he  beheld  with  admiratk)n.  Go.  said  she, 
fetch  peopk;  enough  to  carry  it  all  off.  My 
brother  nieeded  not  l)e  bid  twice :  he  went 
out  and  staid  only  till  he  got  ten  men  to- 
gether, and  brought  them  with  him,  and 
was  much  surpnaed  to  find  the  gate  open, 
but  more  when  he  found  the  lad>'  and  cof- 
ierB  all  gone ;  for  she  being  more  diligent 
than  he,  earned  them  all  otfand  dieappear- 
ed.  However,  being  resolve<l  not  to  return 
emptv-handod.  he  carried  off  all  the  lumi- 
ture  he  could  nnd  in  the  house,  which  was 
a  grait  deal  more  than  enough  to  make  up 
die  five  hundred  pieces  of  gold  he  was  rob- 
bed of;  but  when  ne  went  out  of  the  house, 
he  forgot  to  shut  the  gate.  The  neighbours, 
who  saw  my  brother  and  the  porters  come 
and  go,  went  and  acquainted  the  magistrtite 
with  it,  for  they  looked  upon  my  brotheHu 
conduct  as  suspicbus.  Al naschar  slept  well 
enough  all  night ;  but  the  next  morning, 
when  he  came  out  of  his  house,  he  found 
twenty  of  the  magistrate's  men,  who  seized 
him.    Comeafong  with  us,  said  they ;  our 


master  would  speak  with  you.  My  brathor 
praved  them  to  nave  patience  for  a  moment, 
and  offered  them  a  sum  of  money  to  let  him 
escape;  but  instead  of  listening  to  hiQ, 
they  hnund  him,  and  forced  him  to  goakoK 
with  them.  They  tnot  in  the  street  an  oQ 
acquaintiince  of  mv  brother's,  who  stopped 
them  awhile,  ana  asked  them  whytfi^ 
siezed  my  brother,  and  oflered  them  a  eon- 
siderable  sum  to  let  him  escape,  and  tell  the 
magistrate  they  could  not  find  him.  But 
this  would  not  do ;  so  he  was  carried  before 
the  magistrate. 

When  tlie  ofTicerF  brought  him  before  the 
magifitrate,  he  a.«:kcd  him  where  he  had  the 
goods  which  he  carried  home  last  ni^ht  ? 
Sir,  replied  Alna^^har,  I  am  ready  to  tell 
you  all  the  tnith ;  but  allow  me  firet  to  have 
recourse  to  your  clemency,  and  to  beg  your 
promise,  that  nothing  sliall  be  done  to  me.  I 
give  it  you,  said  ttie  magistrate.  Then  my 
brother  told  him  the  whole  story  without 
disguise,  from  the  time  the  old  woman  came 
into  the  house  to  say  her  prayers,  to  the 
time  the  lady  made  her  escape,  af\er  he  had 
killed  the  blark.  the  Greek  slave,  and  the 
old  woman :  ana  as  for  what  he  had  carried 
to  his  houtr-e,  he  praye<l  the  judge  to  leave 
him  part  of  it,  for  the  five  himdrod  pieces ol 
gold  tliat  he  was  robbed  of. 

The  judge,  witliout  promising  any  thing, 
sent  his  officers  to  bring  off  all,  and  having 
put  the  goods  into  his  own  wardrobe^  com- 
manded my  brother  to  quit  the  town  rnime- 
diately,  and  never  to  return,  for  he  ww 
af  rai<i,  if  my  brother  had  staid  in  the  city, 
he  would  have  found  some  way  to  represent 
tliis  injustice  to  the  caliph.  In  tlie  mean 
time,  Alnu^har  ol3eyed  without  munnui^ 
ing,  and  left  that  town  to  go  to  another :  by 
the  way  he  rnct  with  highwavmen,  who 
titript  him  naked ;  and  when  the  ill  new* 
wad  brought  to  nic,  I  carried  him  a  suit, 
and  broQght  him  secretly  again  into  the 
town,  where  I  took  tlie  like  care  of  him  ai  I 
did  of*  liis  other  brothers. 

The  Story  of  the  Barbers  sixth  Brother. 

I  have  now  onlv  to  tell  you  the  etory  of  my 
sixth  brother,  called  Sctiacabac,  with  th» 
harc-lips.  At  first  he  was  industrioai 
enough  to  improve  the  hundred  dracfaymaol 
silver  which  fell  to  his  share,  and  went  OD 
very  well ;  but  a  reverse  of  tbrtune  broughl 
him  to  beg  his  bretul,  which  he  did  witna 
great  d&uof  dexterity.  He  studied  chiefly 
to  i^et  into  great  men's  houses,  by  means  a 
their  servants  ami  officen},  that  he  n^ghl 
have  access  to  their  masters,  and  obtain 
their  charity.  One  day,  as  he  passed  by  a 
magnificent  house,  whose  high  gate  shMfed 
him  a  very  spack>us  court,  where  there  was 
a  multitude  of  servants,  lie  went  to  one  oi 
them,  and  asked  him  to  whom  that  hoiHa 
belonged.  Good  man,  repUed  the  ■ervaot, 
whence  do  you  come,  tliat  vouaric  me  such 
aqueetkm?     Does  not  all  that  you  ses 
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nmke  jou  unHeretaml  that  it  is  the  palace  |  baiin.  the  Barmecide  fell  to  rubbing  hk 
of  a  Barmecide  ?*  My  bnither,  who  very  hHiHl^,  iw  if  one  had  ivured  wiiter  ii|ioa 
well^knew  the  liberality  ajid  geiieroaty  of  them,  and  biii  my  bmther  come  niid  wiuh 

with  iiini.  Schacabiic  judi^I  by  tJiat,  that 
tlie  Harmecide  lord  lo\'eil  to  be  merry ;  ujid 
he  hJmwir  iindeii4ani£ini;  raillery,  aiul 
knowing  thjit  the  (nkit  must  be  complnisaiit 
to  the  rich,  it'  they  would  liave  any  iliiiif 
from  tlieiu,  he  Ctune  forward,  and  did  ut  ha 
did. 

Come  oil,  suid  tlie  Barmeei<1c ;  bririic  xm 
Romethiiig  to  eiit.  and  do  iiot  let  iw  fiUiv  for 
it  When  he  hsul  Hiid  so,  though  iiouiing 
was  brought,  he  begun  to  cut  as  ii'  iorao- 
thing  h:id'be(*n  brought  him  uixxi  a  plata, 
and  puttiiii;  his  ImiMfto  bin  mouth  tietfiui  to 
chew,  and  Kiiid  t(»  my  brotlier,  Come,  li'iend, 
cat  118  i'reely  ua  if  you  were  at  home ;  come, 
cat ;  vou  said  you  were  like  to  die  oC  hun* 
g^er.  but  you  cat  as  if  you  hitd  noMomach. 
— Pardon  nie,  my  lord,  said  Schucabuc, 
who  perfectly  imitated  what  he  dirl,  you  fiee 
I  lose  no  tjmt!,  ajid  tliat  1  play  myjnuil  well 
enough.— How  like  you  this  bread  ?  Kiid  tha 
Barmecide :  do  not  )'ou  find  it  \*cry  good  7 
— O !  mv  kird,  said  my  brother,  wlib  saw 
neither  bread  nor  meat,  I  never  ute  any 
thing  eo  white  aud  so  fine.— Eat  your  fifl. 
sakl  the  Barmecide;  I  auAire  you.  the 
woman  who  baket  me  this  good  bread  ootf 
me  five  hundred  pieces  oi'  gold  to  puichose 
her. 

The  Barmecide,  after  having  boasted 
80  much  of  his  bn^ad,  wliich  my  brother 
ent  only  in  idea,  cried.  Boy,  bring  us  ano- 
thci  ditfh:  and  though  no  boy  upi  cared, 
CVjme,  my  irooil  frk^id.  said  lie  to  my 
bmiher,  ta«tc  this  new  disli;  and  tell  me 
if  ever  you  cat  better  mutton  aiul  bar- 
ley-broth thtui  this.— It  ia  admirably  good, 
replied  my  brother,  and  tJien-fbre  vou  see 
I  ciit  heitrtily.- You  ulilige  me  highly,  re- 
plied the  Bamieciile ;  I  conjure  you  tliea, 
by  the  Kitisfaction  I  liave  to  see  you  eat  so 
heartily,  tiiat  you  eat  all  up,  since  you  tilw 
it  bO  well.  A  little  while  after  he  called  ftr 
a  goose,  and  swert  tauce,  maile  up  id*  vino- 
ear,  hooev,  dry  raisinp,  gray  pi»s,  and  diy 
ngs,  y^'tikh  were  brought  just  in  tite  samo 
manner  as  the  other  was.  Tlie  goose  m 
very  fat,  sakl  the  Barmecide,  eat  oiUy  a  leg 
and  a  wing ;  we  must  save  our  stomachy 
for  we  have  abundance  of  other  dislics  to 
come,  lie  actually  called  lor  several  othor 
dishes,  ol*  which  my  brother,  who  was  reik)y 
to  (he  of  hunger,  pretended  to  eat ;  but  what 
he  boasted  of  more  than  all  the  rest  wm  a 
lamb  led  with  pistachio  nuts,  a'hicl)  he  or- 
dered to  be  bnnight  up  in  the  same  manner 
t  hat  the  n-st  were.  And  here  is  a  disli,  said 
the  Barmecide,  that  you  will  see  at  nobody  V 
table  but  my  own ;  I  would  have  )'0u  eat 
your  bellv-full  of  it  Having  spoken  thus, 
he  stretched  out  his  hand  as  d*  he  had  a 
piece  of  lamb  in  it.  and  putting  it  lo  mjr 
brother^  mouth.  There,  said  he,  bwallow 
chat,  and  yoa  wuljudfe  whether  I  had  not 
xeaicn  to  booit  or  thB  diih.    My  broth* 


t(^  Barmecides,  addi-eeved  hini^lf  to  oiieul 
his  porters,  (lor  he  hud  more  thiin  ciie.)  and 
praveil  him  to  giv«!  him  an  alimt.  Go  in, 
mid  hcL  noho<ly  h indent  you.  and  aildress 
yourself  to  the  nmMer  of  tlie  Iiouse ;  he  will 
seiHl  >tRi  back  sntisfie.l. 

Mv  brother,  who  expected  no  such  civilit/, 
thaiiked  tlie  porters,  and  with  their  pcmiw- 
sfkm  entered  the  imlace.  whksh  was  so  large, 
that  it  took  him  a  considerable  time  to  reach 
the  BamieeidcV  npartment ;  at  hist  he  c:ime 
to  a  fine  snuare  building  of  an  exasilent 
architecture,  and  enteriHl  by  a  ixnxh, 
through  which  heisawoneofthe  finest  gar- 
dens with  gnivel  walks  of  several  colmirs, 
extremely  pleasant  to  the  eye :  the  lower 
apartments  rouiKl  thi:i  square  were  most  of 
them  open,  and  were  fhut  only  with  great 
curtains  to  kee|)  out  the  sun.  which  were 
opqieil  again  when  the  heat  was  over,  to 
let  in  the  fresh  air. 

Such  an  agreeable  place  would  have 
atriKk  my  brotner  with  admiration,  even  if 
Irii  mind  had  been  more  at  eiu*e  than  it  was. 
He  went  on  till  he  came  into  a  hall  richly 
famished,  and  adorned  with  painting  of 
sold  and  azure  foliage,  where  he  saw  a 
venerable  man  with  along  white  beard,  sit- 
ting at  the  upper  end  on  a  sofh,  whence  he 
concluded  him  to  he  t  he  master  of  the  house : 
and  in  fact  it  was  the  Bamiocidc  himself', 
Dvho  said  to  my  hn)ther  in  a  verv  civil  man- 
lier, that  he  waH  weltvimc ;  and  ;iskp«l  him 
what  he  wanted.  My  IdhI.  answered  my 
brother,  in  a  begging  tone.  1  am  a  iwor  man 
who  stands  in  nretl  ot'  the  help  of  such  rich 
smd  generous  porsnns  iik  yoiimdl*.  He 
could  not  have  aildro;«efl  liinii^i'lf  to  a  fitter 
person  than  thii«  lord,  who  had  a  tliousand 
gOOil  qimlitic<<. 

The  Bann(*ride  Fermcd  to  be  astonished 
at  my  brother^  ftrTi«wcr.  and  puttin'  both 
his  hands  to  his  Pturnach.  ai«  if  he  WDulii  Ti*nd 
his  ckuhes  tor  h^t'wW  U  it  i<wsihle.  cried  he, 
that  1  am  at  BA<?dad.  ana  that  piich  a  man 
as  you  is  ko  poor  txa  you  »ay  i  'VUixa  is  what 
must  never  be.  My  bnnh'er.  fancying  that 
he  was  going  to  give  him  Kmie  sixigular 
mark  of  his  bounty,  bU'SApd  him  a  thousand 
times,  and  wished  him  all  sorts  of  lianpi- 
nesi^  It  shall  not  be  Kiilrl,  replied  the  Bar- 
mecide, that  I  will  alxindon  you,  nor  will  1 
have  you  leave  me.— Sir,  replied  my  bro- 
ther, 1  swear  to  you  I  have  not  eaten  one 
hit  to-day. — Is  tHat  true,  replieil  the  Bar- 
mecide, that  yoii  are  fasting  till  now  ?  Alas, 
poor  man !  he  is  ready  to  din  tor  hunger : 
Hoj  boy,  rricil  he,  witli  a  loud  I'oice,  bring  a 
basin  and  water  presently,  that  we  may 
wash  our  hands.  Though  no  boy  appear- 
ad,  and  my  brother  saw  neither  water  nor 
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thrust  oat  his  bead,  opened  his  inouth,  and 
made  as  il'  he  took  tlie  piece  of  Iamb,  and 
eat  it  with  extreme  pleasure.  I  knew  you 
would  like  it,  said  the  Barmecide.  There 
is  nothing  in  the  world  finer,  replied  my 
brotJier;  your  tabk  is  most  deliciouB. — 
Come,  bring  die  ragout  presently ;  I  luncy 
tXRi  will  like  that  as  well  as  you  did  tlie 
ttunb. — ^Well,  how  do  you  relish  it?  said 
tlie  Barmecide.  O !  it  is  wonderful,  replied 
Schacabac ;  ibr  here  we  taste  all  at  once, 
amber,  cloves,  nutme^r,  ginger,  pepiier,  and 
tius  most  odoritcrous  herbs:  and  -all  Uiese 
deUcacieA  are  so  well  mixed,  that  one  does 
not  prevent  our  tasting  the  other.  How 
iijeasant! — Honour  tliis  ragout,  laud  the 
Barmeciile,  by  eating  heartily  of  it.  Ho, 
boy,  cri»*d  he,  bring  us  a  new  ragout. — No, 
my  lunl,  if  it  pK^iGC  you,  re.plied  my  brother, 
lor  indeed  I  can  eat  no  more. 

C!omc.,  tuke  away  then,  said  the  Barmecide, 
mul  briii?  tlie  fruit  He  staid  a  moment, 
as  if  it  were  to  give  time  ibr  his  servants 
to  carry  away ;  atler  wliich,  he  said  to  my 
hixiiher,  Tafite  tliese  almonds;  tJiey  are  good 
tuid  fresh  gathered.  Bothof  them  made  as 
if  tliey  luui  iieeled  the  almonds,  and  eaten 
them:  ailer  this,  the  Barmecide  invited 
my  brother  to  eat  something  eliee.  Look 
yxnXf  saul  lie,  tliere  arc  all  sorts  of  fniits, 
cakes,  dry  su'eatmeats,  and  conserves:  take 
what  you  like  *,  tlien  stretching  out  his  hand, 
as  if  he  had  readied  my  brotner  something. 
Look  ye,  said  he,  there  is  a  lozenge,  very 
good  ibr  digeetkn).  Schacabac  made  as  il* 
he  eat  it,  and  said,  Mv  k>rd,  there  is  no 
want  of  musk  here. — These  lozenges,  said 
the  Barmecide,  are  made  at  my  own  house, 
where  there  is  nothing  wanting  to  make 
every  thing  eood.  He  still  bid  my  brother 
eat,  and  said  to  him,  Methinks  you  do  not 
eat  as  if  you  had  been  so  Imnsry,  as  you 
said  when  you  came  in^ — Mv  lord,  repued 
8hacabac,  whose  jaws  aclied  with  moving 
and  havinr  notliiiig  to  eat,  I  assure  you  1 
am  80  full  uiat  I  cannot  eat  one  bit  more. 

Well  then,  friend,  replied  tlie  Barmecide, 
we  must  drink  now,  aller  we  have  eat  so 
well.* — You  may  dnnk  wine,  my  k>rd,  re- 
plied my  brother ;  but  1  will  drink  none^  if 
you  please,  because  I  am  forbidden  iL — You 
arc  too  ficnipuk>ii8.  replied  the  Barmecide ; 
do  as  I  do. — ^Iwill  drink  then  out  of  com- 
plaisaitce,  sakl  Shacabac,  fiir  I  see  you  will 
have  nothing  wantinc  to  make  your  treat 
eoniplete :  hut  since  Hun  not  accustomed  to 
drink  wine,  1  am  afraid  1  shall  commit  some 
error  in  point  ol'  good  breeding,  and  con- 
timry  to  the  respect  that  is  due  to  yuu,  and 
therelbre  I  |)ray  >'ou,  once  more,  to  excuse 
me  from  drmkmg  any  wine ;  I  will  be  con- 
tent with  water. — ^No,  no,  said  the  Barme- 
cide, vou  shall  drink  wine :  and  at  the  Ktme 
time  nii  commanded  aome  to  be  brought,  in 
the  same  manner  as  the  meat  and  liuit  liad 

*  Ths  RsMsmi^  and  puticokriy  tlw  Malionie- 
tstt^  do  not  drink  till  sArr  mraW 


been  brought  holbre.  He  made  as  U*  he 
poured  out  wine,  and  drank  first  liimselC 
imd  then  pouring  out  for  my  brother,  pm- 
sented  him  the  glass:  Driidc  my  hekiih. 
raid  he,  and  let  us  know  if  you  think  tlib 
wine  ffood.  My  brotherinade  as  if  he  look 
the  gTasB.  and  looked  if  the  colour  vir*%d 
goo(C  and  put  it  to  his  nose  to  try  if  it  liad 
a  good  Hax'our :  then  lie  made  a  low  bow 
to  the  Barmecide,  to  signify  that  he  Urk  the 
liberty  to  drink  liis  henlth :  and,  lastly,  he 
appeared  to  drink  with  all  tlie  sif  ns  of  a 
man  that  drinks  witli  pleiisure.-*My  lord, 
said  he,  tliis  h  very  excellent  wine,  but  i 
think  it  is  not  strong  enough. — If  }'ou  would 
liave  ptronger,  Kiid  the  Barmecicle,  yoa 
need  only  sj)eak,  for  I  have  several  soils  in 
mv  cellar. — Try  how  you  like  this.  Upon 
wnich  he  made  as  if  he  poured  out  anula«r 
gluaa  to  himself  and  then  to  mv  brother ; 
and  did  tliis  so  often,  that  Schacabac,  leigu- 
ing  to  bo  intoxicated  with  the  wipe,  aiui 
acting  a  drunken  man,  lifled  up  his  hand« 
mi(I  gave  the  Barmecide  such  a  box  on  the 
ear,  as  made  liim  tiill  down :  he  was  going 
to  give  liim  anotlier  blow,  biU  the  Barme* 
cioe  huDJding  up  his  liand  to  ward  it  oS, 
cried  out,  Are  you  mad  ?  Then  my  brother, 
makine  as  if  he  had  come  to  himself  again, 
aaid.  My  lord,  you  liave  been  so  good  as  to 
admit  your  slave  into  your  house,  and  give 
him  a  great  treat ;  you  should  nave  been 
satisfiea  witli  making  me  eat,  and  ixA  have 
obKged  me  to  drink  wine?  for  I  told  you 
beforehand,-  that  it  might  occasion  me  to 
fail  in  my  resiiect  ibr  vou.  I  am  very  sorrj 
for  it,  and  beg  you  a  thousand  pardons. 

Scarce  had  he  finislied  tliesc  words,  when 
the  Barmecide,  histead  of  being  iu  a  pa»- 
Bwn,  tell  a  laughiiig  with  all  iiis  mighL 
It  is  a  long  time,  said  ho,  tliat  1  liave  Men 
seeking  a  man  of  your  character. 

The  Barmecide  carci»ed  Schacabar 
mightily,  and  told  him,  1  not  only  fivgh-e 
tlie  blow  you  have  eiven  me,  but  I  deiire 
henceforward  we  should  be  friends,  and 
that  you  take  my  hourse  tor  your  home :  vou 
have  luul  tlie  complaiKince  to  accominoriata 
yourself  to  my  humour,  and  the  psUtence 
to  keep  the  jest  up  to  the  lust ;  we  will  now 
eat  in  good  eanicrit.  When  he  had  finislieJ 
tliese  words,  he  clai)iicd  his  hands,  and 
commanded  nis  servtuits,  who  then  appear^ 
ed,  to  cover  tlie  table ;  which  was  Hpeedlh[ 
done,  and  my  brotlier  was  ireiited  willi  ufl 
tliose  dishes  ni  reiilitv,  which  he  ate  iit'lie- 
fbre  in  fancy.  At  Iai»t  they  cleared  tbe 
table,  and  brought  in  tlie  wine,  and  at  the 
Kame  time  a  number  ot'  handsome  sJuveM, 
richly  apiJarellcd,  came  in  luid  sung  soius 
agreeable  airs  to  their  muiiucal  iiistrunieiittb 
In  a  wonJ,  Schacabtic  had  all  the  reason  iu 
tiio  world  to  be  satisfied  with  the  Bunue- 
ckle's  civility  and  bounty ;  for  he  treated 
him  as  liis  familiar  friend,  and  ordered  him 
a  suit  nut  of  hk  wardrobe. 

The  Barmecide  found  my  brother  to  be  a 
man  of  to  much  wit  and  underbtaiidiugi 
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1lialinarewdaysafter,heeiitniited  himwith 
hk  hooKhold  and  all  his  affiiire.  My  bro- 
ther aoq[aitteJ  himnelf  very  well  in  that  em- 
ploYinent  for  twenty  yearn;  nt  the  end  of 
which  the  generoiM  Barmecide  died,  and 
leavinr  no  hein,  all  hm  property  waa  con- 
fccateo  to  the  um  ot'  the  prince,  and  my 
Imther  Io§t  all  he  had  acquired :  and,  beinf; 
reduced  to  his  first  condition,  he  joined  a 
caravan  of  pilj^rima  goin^  to  Mecca,  de- 
ngninF  to  accomplish  that  pilgrimage  by 
their  charity :  but  unlortunatelv  the  cara- 
van waji  attacked  ami  plunderea  by  a  num- 
ber of  Bedouino,*  superior  to  tliat  of  the 
pilgrims.  My  brother  \f  as  then  taken  as  a 
■iB\ie  by  one  of  the  Bcdouina  who  put  him 
nndcr  the  bastinado  lor  several  (layH,  to 
oblige  him  to  ninsoni  hiiiiselt*.  Schacabiic 
pratefted  to  him,  that  it  vrm  nil  in  vain.  I 
am  your  slave,  said  ho ;  v(hi  may  diniMiKe 
of  mo  as  )'ou  plcaiie ;  but  \  declare  tn  you, 
tliat  i  am  extremely  poor,  ajul  not  abfe  to 
redeem  myHelf.  In  a  worti,  my  brother  dis- 
eoveied  to  him  all  his  miitiurtiuies,  and  en- 
deavoured to  soften  him  with  tears;  but 
the  Bedouin  was  not  to  be  moved,  and  be- 
ing vexed  to  find  himself  disappointed  of  a 
conM'deral>Ie  sum  which  he  reckoned  him- 
self sure  ot'  he  took  liis  kiiile,  and  plit  my 
brother's  lips,  to  avenge  hiniKlf  by  this  in- 
humanity for  the  lods  tliat  he  thought  he 
had  sustained. 

The  Bednnin  had  a  handsome  wife,  and 
fVeoupntly  when  he  went  on  his  excursioiu, 
he  hstt  my  brother  alone  with  her,  and  then 
she  lued  all  her  cndenv(iur»i  to  condbrt  my 
brother  under  the  risrourof  his  shiver>' :  i*he 

fave  him  tokens  enduirh  that  ithe  loved  him, 
ut  he  dufKt  not  return  her  passran,  tor  tear 
he  should  repent  it ;  and  therelbre  he  avoid- 
ed being  alone  with  her,  as  much  as  she 
sought  the  opportunity  to  be  alone  with 
him.  She  had  so  great  a  custom  of  toying 
and  plajing  with  the  miserable  Schacabac, 
whenever  she  saw  him,  that  one  day  she 
happened  to  do  it  in  presence  of  her  hus- 
band. Mv  brother,  without  taking  notice 
that  he  observed  them  (so  his  sins  would 
have  it)  played  likewise  with  her.  The 
Bedouin  immediately  supposing  that  tliev 
lived  together  in  a  criminal  manner,  fell 
upon  my  brother  in  a  rage,  and  afler  he 
had  mutilated  him  in  a  barbarous  manner, 
he  ccuried  him  on  a  camel  to  the  top  of  a 
desert  mountain,  where  he  lelt  him.  The 
mountain  was  on  the  road  to  Bagdail,  so 
that  the  passengera  who  saw  him  there  in- 
formed me  where  he  was.  I  went  thither 
speedily,  and  found  milbrtunate  Schacabac 
in  a  deplorable  condition :  I  gave  him  what 
help  he  stood  in  need  of,  and  brought  him 
back  to  the  city. 

lis  what  I  told  the cahph  Monatanaer 


*  Or  vagsbond  Arsb%  who  wsnder  in  tlie 
drsBrts^  and  plnndsr  liie  esirnvsos  wbm  thry  sre 
Bfli  stsoog  raoogh  lo  mdsi  them. 


Biilah,  added  the  barber ;  that  prince  ap- 
plauded me  with  new  fits dT  laughter.  Now, 
said  he,  1  cannot  doubt  but  they  iiutlv  gave 
you  the  surname  of  Silent.  Kobocly  can 
say  the  coiUrar>* ;  for  certain  reasons,  how- 
ever, I  command  you  to  depart  this  town 
immediatelv.  and  let  me  hear  no  more  of 
you.  I  yiculed  to  necessity,  and  trnvelled 
for  several  years  in  distant  countriesL  U^ 
derstanding  at  last  that  the  caliph  was  dead, 
I  returned  to  Bagdad,  whero  I  found  not 
one  of  m  V  brothers  alive.  It  was  on  my  r^ 
turn  to  this  city,  that  I  did  the  kune  young 
man  the  important  service  whksh  you  have 
heanl.  You  are,  however,  witness  of  iiis 
ingratitude,  and  of  the  injurious  manner 
in  whicli  he  treated  me :  instead  of  teatifV- 
ing  his  obligation,  he  rather  chose  to  ny 
tr<Nn  me,  and  to  leave  his  own  country. 
When  I  un<lerBtnod  tlmt  he  was  not  at  Bag- 
dad, though  nobody  eould  tell  me  truly  wnt- 
ther  he  was  gone,  I  did  not  forbear  to  gn 
mid  seek  him.  I  travelled  from  province  to 
province  a  long  time:  and  when  I  leaA 
expected,  I  met  him  this  day;  but  I  Uttle 
thought  to  fioil  him  so  incensed  u^inst  me 

The  tailor  thus  made  an  end  ot  telling  the 
saltan  of  Ciisgar  the  history  of  tJie  ULme 
young  man  and  the  barber  of  BujBfdad. 
When  the  barber,  continued  he,  had  rniish- 
et!  hid  story,  we  found  that  the  young  man 
wm?  not  to  blame  tor  calling  him  a  ^reat 
chatterer.  However,  we  wislieil  him  to 
slay  with  us,  and  i)artakeof  the  treat  which 
the  master  of  the  house  had  prepared  for  ut. 
We  sat  down  to  table,  aiMl  were  merrv  u>- 
gi*tliertili  atlernoon  mayers;  tlien  all  the 
rominn y  imrted.  and  1  went  to  my  shop  tdl 
it  was  time  tor  me  to  return  home. 

It  was  during  this  interval,  that  Hump- 
back came  halt^runk  beforemy  shop,  when 
he  sung  and  played  on  his  tahnr.  I  thought 
that  by  carrying  him  Imme  with  me,  I  shoukl 
divert  ray  wile,  therefore  1  bmught  him  in. 
My  wile  eave  us  a  dii^  of  fish,  and  I  pre- 
sented Hump-back  with  some,  which  he 
ate  without  taking  notiee  of  a  bone.  He  fiill 
down  dead  before  us ;  and  at)er  liaving  in 
vain  essayed  to  help  him,  in  the  trouble  and 
fear  occasioned  by  such  an  unlucky  accident 
we  carried  the  corpse  out,  and  dextcnuiky 
lodged  him  with  the  Jewish  doctor.  The 
Jewish  doctor  put  him  into  the  chamber  of 
the  purveyor,  and  the  imrve/or  carriet)  iiim 
out  into  tlie  street,  where  it  waa  helieTid 
the  merchant  liad  killed  him.  This,  sir, 
added  tlie  taikv,  is  what  I  had  to  say  to  sa- 
tisfy your  majesty,  who  must  pronounce, 
whether  we  be  \i'orthy  of  mercy  or  wrath, 
lite  or  death. 

The  sultan  uf  Casgar  showed  a  satisfae 
tion  in  bis  countenanoe,  which  restored  tkie 
taikv  and  his  comrades  to  life,  I  cannot 
but  acknowledge,  Hiid  he,  tliat  I  am  more 
struck  with  the  nislory  of  the  young  cripple, 
with  that  ol'the  barber,  and  with  the  adven- 
tures of  his  brothi.*!!,  than  whh  the  story  of 
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my  jester:  but  before  I  Mnd  you  all- four 
away,  and  before  "vn  bury  Humpback,  I 
itiould  like  to  eee  the  barber  who  u  the 
eause  that  I  have  ^rdonetl  you ;  wnce  he 
ii  in  my  capitAl,  it  is  easy  to  eatiFiy  my  cu- 
liiMity.  At  tbe  same  time  lie  tseni  an  otficer 
with  the  taikirto  find  him. 

The  officer  and  the  tailor  went  imme- 
diately, and  brought  the  barber,  whom  they 
proented  to  the  sultan.  .  Tiie  barber  vms 
an  old  man,  about  ninety  years  old ;  his 
ejebrowv  anid  beard  were  white  as  snow,  his 
can  hanf^g  down,  and  his  noae  very  long. 
The  Mxltan  could  notlwbear  laushins  when 
he  saw  him.  Silent  man,  said  he^to  him,  I 
undmtand  that  you  know  womlerlul  stories; 
will  you  tell  me  some  ot  them  ?— ^ir,  an- 
vwoed  the  barber,  let  us  tbrbear  tlie  stories, 
if  you  please  at  present  I  moet  humbly 
beg  your  majesty  to  permit  me  to  ask  what 
chat  Christian,  that  Jew,  that  Mussulman, 
and  that  dead  HumpbacK,who  lies  on  the 
fround,  do  here  befm  jrour  majestv  ?  The 
■ultan  smiled  at  the  barber's  freedom,  and 
replied,  Why  do  you  ask  ?— Sir,  replied  the 
barber,  it  oonoems  me  to  ask,  that  >'our  ma- 
jesty may  know  I  am  not  so  great  a  talker 
aa  vroe  pretend,  but  a  man  justly  called 
Silent 

The  sultan  of  Casgar  had  the  comptai- 
•ance  to  Batiefy  the  barber^s  curiosity.  He 
commanded  them  to  tell  him  the  story  of 
the  Humpback,  which  he  yeme<i  earnestly 
to  wish  tor.  when  the  barber  heard  it,  he 
•hook  his  head,  as  if  he  wouU)  say.  there 
was  something  under  this  which  he  aul  not 
understand.  Truly,  cried  he,  this  is  a  sur- 
prising story ;  but  i  wish  to  examine  Hump- 
back a  little  nearer.  He  drew  near  him,  sat 
down  on  the  ground,  took  his  head  bet^vccii 
his  knees,  and  after  he  had  looked  uixmi  him 
Mcdtiutly,  he  fell  into  so  great  a  fit  of  laugh- 
ter, and  hail  so  little  commaroi  of  himself, 
that  he  fell  backwards  on  the  ground,  with- 
out eonsklering  that  he  was  before  the  sul- 
tan of  Cnsgar.  As  soon  as  he  came  to  him 
self.  It  is  said,  cried  he,  and  not  witliout 
reason,  that  no  man  dies  without  a  cause. 
If  ever  any^  huiory  deserved  to  be  written 
in  letters  ol*  gold,  it  is  that  of  this  Hump- 
hack. 

At  thw,  all  the  people  kx>kcd  upon  the 
imrber  as  a  bufRxm,  or  an  old  dotanL  Silent 
man,  said  the  sultan,  speak  to  me :  whv  do 
vou  fauifrhso  much?  Sir,  answered  tlie  oai^ 
Dcr,  1  sivear  by  your  majesty's  benevolence, 
that  Humpbaiick  is  not  dead ;  he  is  >'et  alive, 
and  I  shall  be  content  to  \iam  tor  a  madman 
if  I  do  not  let  you  see  it  this  minute.  So 
■aving,  he  took  a  box  wherein  he  had  seve- 
ral medirines  tliat  he  carrieil  about  him  to 
make  use  of  on  orcaswn,  and  he  took  uut  a 
little  phial  of  balsam,  with  which  he  rubbeil 
Humpback's  neek  a  long  time;  then  he 
took  out  of  his  case  a  neat  iron  iratrument, 
whwh  he  put  between  his  teeth ;  and  alier 
he  had  opened  his  mouth,  he  rhnal  down  j 
llis  throat  a  pairot  small  pinrer^,  with  which 


he.  took  out  a  bit  offish  and  bone,  whdh  ha 
showed  to  all  the  people.  Immediatel/ 
HuniplKick  sneezed,  stretched  forth  ha 
amw  and  teet,  niened  his  eyes,  and  ehowed 
scvcial  other  si^i is  ot'  life. 

The  sultan  ol  Casgar,  and  all  thoae  who 
were  witiiemea  of  this  operation,  were  lea 
surprised  to  see  Humpback  revive,  afler  ha 
had  paseetl  a  whole  night  and  great  part  ol 
a  day  without  giving  any  sign  of  life,  thaa 
at  the  merit  and  caimcity  of  the  barber, 
who  peribrmedthis,  luid  notwithstanding  all 
his  faults,  begat!  to  look  upon  him  aa  a  great 
person.  The  sultan,  transported  with  joy 
and  admiratk)n,  ortiered  the  i^^ory  Ql*Hum|>- 
bsu;k  to  be  written  down,  with  that  of  the 
barber,  that  the  memonr  of  it  mohf .  aa  it 
descr\'cd,  be  pre^rved  for  ever.  Nor  did  he 
stop  here ;  but  that  the  tJiilor,  Jewish  doctor, 
pur\'eyor,  and  Christian  merchant,  mu^ht 
remember  the  adventure wluch  thearcident 
of  Humpback  had  occasioned  to  them  with 

Kleasure,  he  did  not  send  them  away  till  he 
ad  given  each  of  them  a  very  rich  rdbm. 
with  which  he  caused  them  to  be  cksthed 
in  his  presence.  As  for  the  barber,  be  ho- 
noured liim  with  a  great  penaioD,  and  kept 
him  near  his  penon. 

77^e  History  of  Ah(mlh(u8em.  Alt  Ebn  Be- 
car  J  and  JShhemselniharf  favourite  qf 
the  Caliph  Ilaroun  AlroKhid. 

In  the  reign  of  the  caliph  Haroun  Aln» 
cliid,  there  ^vasat  Bagdad  a  druggist,  call* 
Alboussan  Ebn  Thaher,  a  very  nch.  hand- 
some man.  He  had  more  wit  and  politenesi 
than  people  of  his  profession  onlinarily 
have:  his  integrity,  sincerity,  and  joviu 
humour,  made  hini  beloved  and  soueht  bA 
ter  by  all  sorts  of  people.  The  uiliuh,  who 
knew  his  merit,  had  an  entire  roDmence  in 
him.  He  had  so  great  an  esteem  Ibr  bin, 
that  he  intrusted  him  vrith  the  care  to  pro- 
vide his  tavourite  ladies  with  all  tlie  thinga 
they  stood  in  need  of:  he  cliose  Ibr  them 
their  cbtlies,  furniture,  and  jewels,  with  ad* 
mirable  taste. 

His  good  qualities,  and  the  ia\'oiir  of  the 
caliph,  made  the  sons  ot*  emirs,  and  ochff 
officers  of  the  first  rank,  l>o  alwa)**  obaot 
him:  his  hoiif«  was  the  rendez^xaia of al 
the  nobility  of  the  court.  I3ut  ajuong  the 
young  lords  that  went  daily  to  visit  hiaL 
there  ivas  one  whom  he  took  more  ootiee  ol 
than  the  ret^t,  and  with  whom  he  contraoied 
a  particular  friendship,  called  AboulhasHi 
All  Ebn  Decar.  originally  of  an  ancient 
royal  liimily  of  Persia.  Thi^  family  co» 
tinned  at  Bagdad  ever  since  Uie  Mussulmea 
ma<ie  a  conquct^  uf  tliat  kiiigibm.  Nature 
peemed  to  have  Uiken  pleatAire  to  endow 
this  young  prince  with  the  rarest  qualities 
of  body  and  mind :  his  face  wai>  so  very 
beaut iftil.  his  shape  so  fine,  his  air  an  casjr. 
and  his  pnysMgnomy  so  engaging,  itml  h 
was  impowible  to  nee  him  without  iinmedi- 
ately  kn'iiig  him     When  he  spoke,  he 
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preHed  himaelf  ulwayB  in  tetiMiiranflr  and 
weU  choRii,  with  a  new  and  ■freowle  tarn, 
and  hii  voice  cJiurmad  all  that  heard  him ; 
with  this  he  hml«>  much  wit  and  judgment, 
chat  he  tiiouxlu  and  ipoke  ol'  all  mahjeeta 
with  admiiiLble  eTwutnem  He  waa  ao  to- 
lerved  and  modert,  that  be  advanoed  no- 
thiii£f  till  atler  he  had  taken  all  UMnblc 
care  to  avoid  /giving  anr  ground  oT  luqii- 
ckm  Uuit  he  pfelened  nii  own  opinion  to 
that  ot'otliers. 

Being  such  a  peiaon  aa  I  haverepreKnted 
him,  wc  need  not  wonder  that  Ebn  Thaher 
diBtinguislied  him  Irom  all  the  other  young 
nobienicii  of  the  court,  mort  of  wiiom  haiu 
the  vices  contnirjr  to  his  virtues.  Due  day, 
when  the  priiic^  wua  with  Ebn  Thaher, 
there  canie  a  ludy  mounted  on  a  pie4iald 
mule,  in  the  midst  oi*ten  temiilc  slaves  who 
aceompanied  her  on  root,iill  very  handiome, 
as  tar  as  could  be  judi^ed  by  their  air,  and 
]fiiough  tlieir  veils  which  covered  their 
nces.  The  indy  had  a  girdle  of  a  rcx«- 
cokmr,  four  inches  broad^  embroidered  with 
pearls  and  diamonds  ol  an  extraordinary 
bignei ;  and  lor  beauty,  it  wiu  easy  to  per- 
ceive that  she  surpasttd  all  her  women,  as 
fiir  as  the  full  moon  does  tliat  of  two  days 
old.  She  eume  to  buy  someiliin;^ ;  and  as 
ahe  warned  to  speak  to  £bii  Tluiher,  she 
entered  his  shop,  whicli  was  very  neat  and 
aiiacious,  antl  lie  received  her  with  -.ill  the 
Bhirlcsol'the  inotftprotbund  rei*)iect.  entreiit- 
ing  lier  to  at  down,  aiui  showing  tier  with 
hjs  hand  the  most  hononi-abie  phin*. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  prince  of  Persia, 
unwilling  lo  let  dip  furli  an  njtiortiinity 
Ul' showing  hk  sood  breedin<;  and  gallantry, 
beiit  up  tins  cituik>n  of  cluth  of  ^old  lor  tlie 
lady  to  lean  on ;  alter  whidi  he  retired 
speedily,  that  she  nii?ht  sit  down ;  and 
lAavijig  saluted  her  by  kiwin^  the  canxst 
under  tier  leet,  he  roee  and  lAood  belbre  her 
at  the  lower  end  of  the  sofiu  It  tieiiig  lier 
eiMUNn  to  be  free  with  Et»u  Tliaher,  she 
UAed  up  her  veil,  and  then  discovci-ed  to  the 
prince  of  Persia  such  an  extniordii:.\ry 
beauty,  that  he  was  i^ruck  witJi  it  lo  tlic 
heart.  On  tlie  other  luiiid,  the  lady  con  Id 
not  contain  hernelf  fnun  kiokin^  urmn  the 
prince^  tlie  si^ht  of  wlmin  iiad  ni:ide  the 
sanieimi>r&isKHbiU|x>ii  her.  My  lonl.  said 
she  to  lum,  witJi  an  ol>iiffint;  air,  pray  sit 
down.  Tlie  iirinrc  of  Peiviu  ohi*yiul,  and 
At  down  u)ion  tlie  etiiji!  of  the  Aitii.  He 
had  hiseyeMOfinrtaiitly  lixi'd  u|K)n  her. and 
BWBUoi\*ed  down  ianr«'  dniUL^hixif  the  swoet 
poison  ol'love.  She  ipiickly  iierceivetl  what 
paned  in  hin  heart,  and  thisiiisiuivery  t<e*-v(Ml 
to  inflame  her  the  imtre  tuwanU  hihi.  Siie 
poae  \JL\\  went  to  £hn  Tliaher  andallersiic 
had  whis|)ere«i  to  him  the  cause  of  her  com- 
ing, slio  aske-i  die  name  ami  couiiirv  of  the 
prince.  Madam,  answered  Ehn  Thaher, 
this  young  nolileman*s  name  is  AbonlhaMen 
Ait  Ebn  Becar,  and  he  is  prince  ofthe  bkiod 

The  lady  wa^  transport^l  at  hearing  that 


the  penon  fliaali«B4x  loved  so  pesskmately 
,  was  oTso  liij?h  a  rank.  You  mean  certainly, 
said  slie,  tluit  he  is  denendcd  from  the 
kingsof  Persia  ?— Ves,  madam,  replied  Ebn 
Thaher,  tlie  laj»t  kings  sT  Persia  were  his 
aiiccf<iors ;  and  Kince  the  conciuest  of  that 
kingdom,  the  princes  of  his  lamily  have 
always  made  thenif<elvatverv  acceptable  at 
the  court  of  our  ciliahsb^— i  ou  wdi  oblige 
nie  much,  slie  added,  bgr  making  me  ac- 

2uainted  with  this  young  noblenian.  When 
send  this  woman,  said  she,  ix)iiiting  to  one 
ol'her  alaves,  lo  give  you  notice  to  come  and 
aee  me.  prev  Iviii^  liim  with  you ;  I  sliall  be 
very  guui  that  he  sliould  aee  the  magniii- 
rutice  of  my  house,  that  he  may  have  it  in 
his  power  to  sav,  that  avarice  does  not 
reign  at  Bagdad  among  persons  of  quality. 
You  know  what  I  mean  ?  Do  not  fail,  other- 
wise I  will  be  very  imgry  witli  you,  and 
never  come  hitlier  a^ain  while  I  live. 

Etm  'i*haher  was  a  man  ol*  too  much  pe- 
netratron  not  to  perceive  the  kuiy's  mind  by 
diese  words.  My  princess,  my  (|ueen,  re- 
plied he,  (iod  presen'e  me  from  giving  >'du 
any  orcasion  of  an^er  a^inst  me :  1  shall 
always  make  it  a  law  to  obey  your  coni- 
mamb.  At  this  answer  the  lady  bowed  to 
Kbn  Thaher,  and  took  her  leave ;  and  alter 
she  hml  i?iven  a  favourable  kiok  to  the 
prince  of  Persia,  she  remounted  her  mule, 
and  went  aAvuy. 

The  prince  oi'Pei^ia  was  so  deeply  in  love 
with  the  lady,  that  he  looked  alter  her  as 
llir  (UK  he  could  see  her ;  and  long  al\er  she 
wa:^  nut  of  sit?ht,  he  directed  his  eyes  that 
Wiiy.  Ebn  Tluiher  told  him,  that  lie  re- 
marked seveml  jiersons  observed  him,  luxl 
be^n  to  laugh  to  see  him  in  this  posture. 
Afas !  Baid  the  prince  to  him.  the  world  and 
vou  woulfi  pity  me,  if  >'ou  knew  that  the 
beautiliil  lady,  who  is  just  now  gone  from 
you.  has  earned  with  her  the  best  part  of  me, 
and  that  the  remaining  part  seeks  tor  an 
oiquirtunity  to  fo  allcr  her.  Tell  me,  I 
conjure  }'ou,  added  he,  what  cruel  lady  is 
this,  who  Ibrces  peo|)le  to  k)ve  her,  without 
^iviiur  them  time  to  reflect  ?■— My  lord,  an- 
swered Ebn  Thaher,  this  is  the  celebrated 
Schomf«lnihiU',*  the  principal  iavourite  ot 
the  catiiih  our  master. — She  isjustlysocAU- 
eil.  ailded  the  prince,  since  she  is  more  beau- 
tiful than  the  pun  at  noon-day.— True,  re- 
plied Khn  'l*liaher :  rherelbre  the  comman- 
der ot'  the  laithful  k)vet*  or  mther  adoras 
her :  he  ^ive  me  express  orders  to  tumish 
hyr  with  all  that  slie  asked  of  me,  and  to 
prev<Mit  her  wiidies,  as  lar  as  Hes  in  my 
l»i)wer. 

He  Hpoke  dnw  to  hinder  him  fhmi  en^- 
gin?  in  a  pamion  which  could  not  but  prove 
uniortunate  to  him ;  but  this  ser\'ed  onl>;  to 
inflame  it  the  more.  I  leaM,  charming 
Schemselnihar,  cried  he,  I  should  not  be 
albwed  so  much  as  to  think  of  you ;  I  per- 

*  This  woid  signifies  m  Axsbie^  **  the  sun  ol 
the  day." 
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Mve,  bowsver,  thatwiihmithopeiorbeiiig 
loved  by  you,  I  cannot  fotbear  loving  vou : 
I  will  love  you  then,  tuid  bleaa  my  lot  tnat  1 
oju  the  ilave  ol'  aa  olyect  ikirer  than  the 
nieridi&n  aun. 

Wtiile  the  prince  oT  Peraia  thin  eoima- 
unted  hi*  heoit  to  the  fair  Scheouelnihar, 
thi*  lady,  aa  Hhe  went  home,  contrivtMl  Iiomt 
•lie  might  see  and  have  Tree  convene  with 
him.  She  no  MXMier  entered  her  palace, 
but  ahc  Rent  to  Ebn  Thoher  the  woman  eha 
hadBtiownhim,andinwhomahehadpluce<l 
all  lier  canfidenM,  to  tell  htm  to  come  and 
«ee  her  without  delay,  and  bring  tlie  prince 
of  Pen^  with  him.  The  stave  came  lo 
Ebn  Tliiiher's  sho|i  while  bu  wasapcaliing 
tn  the  prince,  and  endeavouring  to  diaiuade 
him  by  very  euoiif  ttrgurnwiW,  trora  loving 
tlu)  ciililili'i'  lavounle.  tVhen  i^e  eaw  ibeiu 
ti^thur.  Gentlemen,  said  ehe  to  l)iem,  my 
hunounitile  inldtruu,  Scheiiuebiihar.  the 
chid*  liivuurite  <ri'  the  commander  of  the 
fiiithlill,  cntreHlfl  you  to  cunie  to  her  palace, 
where  ibe  wuiU  for  you.  Ebn  Thaher,  to 
twtily  hu  obedience,  ro^e  up  immediately, 
witlltMit  ontWurinK  tlie  tilave,  and  followed 
lier,  not  without  some  reluctance.  As  lor 
tlie  prince,  he  tUluwed  her,  without  reflcct- 
iiij[  on  llie  danger  Uiere  mit;ht  be  in  nich  u 
vi«t. — The  prepuce  at' Elbii  Thaher,  whu 
lioil  liberty  to  go  to  the  favourito  when  he 
iilea«d,  rn-ule  llie  prince  very  euuy.  They 
rullgwed  tite  nlave,  wjio  went  a  little  bcliirn 
titeiti,  bimI  I'liiiirctI  alter  lier  into  tlie  calipli'a 
IwJiiee,  iunI  joined  lier  at  the  gtUe  ol'  Sctium- 
wlniliur'H  htlle  ixtliu'e,  which  wan  ready 
open.  Slie  intruluoeii  itieiu  iniu  a  grfut 
luill.  where rIki  [iriii-uil  tlicia  loait  ibwn. 

TIh!  uriitee  t>t  I'tiruiu  llwught  himaell' in 
oiie  td*  UtiMe  deliiruiiM  palacu  that  are  pn>- 
niiMd  tu  ill  the  uitier  ivurM :  Le  had  never 
Men  any  thii«  tttat  mniH  near  the  inugnifi- 
(■eiim  of  tlie  liliia!  he  wiu  in.  The  cariiuU, 
eiwhiaiK,  au.liitlier  appeuiloEMol'  thesolu, 
Ibe  lurnitnrc,  cinianienta,  and  arcliiierlurr, 
rich  and  Imiutilid.  A 
II  TlialicnuidliehadHUt 


jveral  d_.____^ 

the  admirable  amell  ot'  which  liiewed  how 
deUciouEl/thevwcreeeanned.  WhiletlMT 
were  eutmg,  the  eUre  vrho  brought  then  te 
waited  upon  them ;  ahe  took  pwOcQlarcara 
lo  invite  them  to  eat  oTwIiat  dieknewtoba 
tlie  greatest  dainties.  The  other  alama 
bnnight  them  ezeellent  wine  alter  thej  had 
eaten.  When  Ihey  had  done,  thnewaepm- 
sented  to  each  of  them  a  Gne  gold  baan  Alll 
wash  their  handa ;  after  whjeh 


vessel,  enriched  wilh  diamonda  and  mblea, 
maile  on  puniMe.  and  it  waa  thrown  upon 
their  beards and^Iices,  according  tocnatmi. 
Then  they  reoimed  tlieir  placai ;  but  the; 
bod  s»rce  eat  down,  when  the  ilnve  entrad- 
ed  tliem  loariaeondliillowher.  Sheopened 
a  door  of  the  hall  where  they  were,  and  dii7 
entered  into  a  large  Htloon  d'wend"'  ' 
imeol'the  moM  ai 


chapitera  of  the  pillars  mn  adoraed  n 
four-footeri  t)eaj(Ii<,aiid  birdaol'vanoiMma^ 
gilded.  ThecaipctoTlhianobleHaloofieaB- 
aiatedofone  piece  ofcloth  of  gnld,  embni- 
deredwithbuncheaol'ruBcain  redaiidwhiH 
Bilk  J  and  the  diime,  (laintcd  in  the  ^jbb 
manner,  anerttic  Arabian  fashion,  p 


the  nmie  inaniier,and  ipeat 
■Vital,  jasper,  jet,  per- 
Lher  piECioiu  matcfU*, 


pliyry,  agat , 

garinubed  withhold  luidjeweUi- 
Detwixl  the  cdrumilti  weie  m  ' 

ianva,  with  bcuu  pcujccting  bteaalhiei 


Ahieh. 


D  tliat,  luokiiig  upon  the  carpet  wilbin  and 
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without.  It  seemea  as  it'  the  dome  and. the 
^rden,  with  all  iti  ornamenta,  had  been 
upon  the  Baxne  carpet.  T  he  prospect  round 
WRB,  at  the  end  of  the  wnlks,  terminated  by 
two  caimU  of*  clear  water,  of  tlie  Rame  cir- 
cular figure  as  the  dome,  one  of  wiiich  be- 
in^  hi|n^  than  the  other,  emptied  its  wuter 
into  the  lowermoit,  in  Ibrm  or  a  sheet ;  and 
eurioui  pots  of  gilt  brasi,  with  Mowers  and 
shrubs,  were  set  upon  the  banks  of  tlie 
eanuls  at  equal  distances.  Those  walks  lav 
betwixt  gruit  plots  of  ground  planted  with 
lAniight  and  bushy  trees,  where  a  thousand 
binls  Ibrmod  a  nielodnus  concert,  and  di- 
^-ertcd  the  eye  by  flying  about,  ana  playing 
together,  or  fighting  in  the  air. 

The  nrince  of  Pornia  and  £bn  Tliaher 
were  a  nng  tirnc  engaged  in  viewing  tlie 
magnificence  of  the  placu.  tuid  expit^Ksed 
iheir  surprise  at  every  thing  they  Raw,  es- 
pecially the  prince,  who  liad  never  beheld 
any  thmg  like  it  Ebn  Thaher,  tliousrh  he 
had  been  several  times  in  that  delicious 
pfaice,  oould  not  but  observe  majiy  new 
beantieB.  In  a  word,  they  never  grew 
waary  in  admiring  so  many  singularities, 
and  were  thus  agreeably  eninloved,  when 
they  perceived  a  company  of  laoieji^  richly 
apparelled,  sitting  without,  at  some  distance 
from  the  diome,  each  ot'  them  upon  a  seat 
af  Indian  pbme  wood,  inlaid  ^vith  silver 
filigree  in  compartmcnta,  with  imtruments 
of  music  in  their  hands,  waiting  (or  orders 
to  play.  They  both  went  forward,  and  had 
a  lull  view  of  the  ladies ;  and  on  the  right 
they  saw  a  great  court,  with  a  stair  up 
from  the  garaen,  encomnasaed  with  beau- 
tiful apaiUnentB.  The  slave  liad  lell  them, 
and  being  akme,  they  conversed  together. 
Vor  you,  wlio  are  a  wise  man,  said  tlie 
piinoe  of  Perna,  I  doubt  not  but  you  look 
with  a  great  deal  ot*  satislactkm  upon  all 
these  manu  oTgrandeur  and  power ;  lor  my 
parL  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  thing  in  the 
world  more  surprisiiur.  Dut  when  I  con- 
«der  that  tliis  is  tlie  gloriouri  hiibitation  of 
the  kively  Schemselniliar,  and  tliat  tiie 
greatest  uioiiarch  of  tlie  f*arth  keei^s  her 
Bere,  I  oonlbtki  to  >'ou.  tluit  I  kjok  uinni  my- 
■elf  to  be  the  most  unlurtunate  of  all  mun- 
Idnd,  and  that  no  destiny  can  be  more  cruel 
than  mine,  to  love  an  object  posiMrMed  by 
my  rival,  and  that  too  in  a  place  where  he 
is  so  potent,  that  I  cannot  tliiiik  myself  sure 
of  my  life  one  moment. 

Ebn  Tliaher,  hearing  tlie  prince  of  Pui^ 
na  speak  thus,  said  to  him.  Sir,  I  wish  you 
oould  give  me  qb  good  awuronce  of  tlie 
happy  fiuccesH  of  your  ptiwion,  as  I  can  give 
fou  d'  tlic  saletv  of  your  liie.  Though  tiiis 
stately  imlace  belongs  to  tlic  caliph,  wlio 
built  It  on  ))urpose  tor  Hdienisclnihar,  and 
called  it  tlie  Palace  qf  Eiermd  Pleainire$, 
Bod  though  it  makes  iKirt  of  his  own  ixilace, 
jTVt  you  must  know  that  this  lady  Uve«  liere 
at  absolute  bberty.  She  is  not  be^et  by 
emuehs  to  be  spies  upon  her ;  this  is  her 
private  house,  absolutely  at  her  dispoKil. 


She  goes  into  the  city  when  she  pleases, 
and  returns  again,  without  asking  leave  ol 
tiny  bodv ;  and  the  caliph  never  comrj  to 
see  her,'but  he  sends  Mesrour,  the  chief  ol 
his  eunuchs,  to  give  her  notice,  that  she 
may  be  preiKired  to  receive  him.  There- 
fore you  may  be  easy,  and  give  tall  atten- 
tion to  the  conceit  ol' music  which  I  perceive 
Schemseliiihar  is  prcnarmg  tor  yoM, 

Just  iiiii  Ebn  Tliaher  had  siioke  these 
n'onis,  tlie  i)rince  of  Peniia  and  lie  siw  tlie 
lavouriteV  trust v  I'lav'e  come  and  giveonle^ 
to  the  ladicK  to  begin  to  eing,  and  play  with 
the  instruments.  They  alfbegan  immedf- 
iiteiy  to  plav  tagethcr,'as  a  prelude ;  arul, 
iitlcr  they  liaii  i>Iayotl  tjomo  time,  oncot 
them  liegan  to fiinsr  alone,  and  playeil  attiie 
Kinie  time  ailminU^ly  upon  her  lute,  being 
inlbrined  betbi^hand  upon  what  subject  jihe 
w(ui  to  sing.  T he  wonts  were  k)  agnH.iible 
to  the  iniiiceof  Periia'sHentiments.  that  he 
could  not  tbrbear  to  applaud  her  ut  the  end 
of  the  couplet.  Is  it  ponibie,  crietl  lie,  that 
%'ou  have  the  giil  of  knowing  iieoplu's 
hetirtB,  and  that  the  knowledge  of  wliat  is 
in  my  mind  has  occasioned  >'ou  to  Ki^'e  iw  a 
taste  of  vour  charnniii;  ^xxce  bv  tliose 
wonis  1  I  should  not  express  m>-seJt' other- 
wise were  1  to  cliooae.  The  lady  n*plied 
nothing,  but  iu'ent  on  and  sung  SKveral 
other  staves,  with  which  the  prince  was  so 
atiected,  that  lie  reiieated  a^me  of  them 
with  tnara  in  h»  even ;  which  discovered 
plainly  enough  that  he  applietl  them  to  him- 
selll  When  she  had  matie  an  eiitl.  sin*  and 
her  cnm^nkms  rofie  up  and  sung  all  to- 
gether ;  signitying  by  their  wonls.  tliat '  the 
full  moon  was  going  to  r»<e  in  all  her  splen- 
dour, and  that  thev  should  speedily  see  her 
approach  the  sun  y  intiinating  tluit  Scliem* 
selnihar  was  coming,  ami  that  tlie  prince  ol* 
Pbrsia  would  soon  have  the  pleasure  to  see 
her. 

In  fact,  as  they  kxiked  towunb  tlie  court, 
they  saw  8cliemwlnihar's  craitiiiaiit  roniiiig 
towards  them.  Iblkiwed  by  ten  black  ^^-uiiieii, 
who  with  much  dilliciilty  carried  a  throne  ol 
muwyriilvcr,  curiously  wnnisht,  wliirh  tliey 
set  down  belore  them  at  a  certain  distance: 
allcr  which  tlie  black  slaves  retinal  behind 
the  trctw,  to  the  entrance  oi'  a  walk.  Alter 
tiiis  carne  twenty  liamlsonie  ladies,  richly 
a{)lijin:lled,  in  uiiilbrm  dnwii;  tliev  ad\iuiced 
ill  two  niwiii,  «icli  siniring.  and  playing  upon 
instruments  wliirh  they  held  in  their  hands, 
and  placed  tliuinselvtv  on  each  siile  ol'  the 
throne. 

All  thf^  thingd  ke|)t  the  firinoe  ol*  Perma 
tunl  Ehn  TlialuT  in  so  much  the  greater 
expectatkin,  tJiat  tht>y  were  curious  to  know 
how  they  \vuuli  1  end.  Tliey  then  at w  como 
out  at  the  same  gate  from  wlusnce  the  ten 
bhick  women  uinie,  ten  otlier  ladies,  e^jually 
handsome  and  weH-drcsMsd.  wlio  lialted 
there  a  tew  moments,  expecting  the  favour* 
ite,  who  ciune  out  last,  luid  placad  henetf 
in  the  nwlst  of  them. 

Schemseliiihar  was  easily  distinguished 
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rrom  the  reA  bv  her  fine  shape  and  mHJestic 
air,  RB  well  as  by  a  sort  of  mantle,  ol'a  very 
fine  ituti*  of  gold  and  sky-blue,  Ikstened  to 
her  shoulders,  over  her  other  apparel, 
which  wiis  the  most  handsome,  mo^  niii^- 
nificent,  and  best  cinitrived,  tiiut  could  be 
imagined. 

The  pearls,  rubies,  and  diamonds,  which 
adorned  her.  were  well  di»|)oscd ;  iK)t  many 
in  number,  but  well  chosen,  and  ot'  ine«ti- 
inal)le  value.  She  came  ionvard,  with  u 
majesty  redemblin^  tlie  sun  in  its  ourrre 
amjdst  tlie  clouds,  which  receive  his  snlen- 
dour  without  hiding  his  lustre,  and  Kit  down 
upon  the  silver  throne  that  had  been  brought 
lor  her. 

As  soon  as  the  prince  of  Penp<ia  saw  Sr  hcm- 
sekiihar,  he  could  not  Utke  his  eves  otf  lu:r. 
We  ceuiie  inciuiriiifir,  ai^iid  he  to  Khn  Thaher, 
alter  what  we  seek,  when  once  we  see  it ; 
and  there  is  no  doubt  lel^,  when  once  the 
truth  apfjcars.  Do  you  6ee  this  charming 
beauty  ?  She  is  the  cause  of  ail  my  tsuHrr- 
infa  which  I  bless,  and  will  never  A''>rbear 
to  bless,  hn^vuver  severe  and  Idufi'r.ig,  At 
the  sight  of  tliis  oh;ect  I  am  n&  my  own 
master;  my  soul  is  disturbed,  and  rebels, 
and  seems  tlisposed  to  leave  me.  Go  then, 
my  soul,  I  allow  thee ;  but  let  it  be  ibr  the 
welliire  and  prcscr\'ation  oi'  tliis  weak  body. 
(t  is  you,  cniel  £bn  Timber,  who  are  the 
cause  of  x'aw  disorder.  You  thought  to  do 
me  a  areat  pleasure  in  bringing  me  hither, 
and  I  perceive  I  am  only  come  to  complete 
my  ruin.  Pardon  me,  said  he,  interrupting 
himself ;  I  am  mistaken :  I  would  come, 
and  Ciui  blame  nobody  but  mysell';— and  at 
these  words  he  buret  into  tears.  I  am  glad, 
Hiid  £hn  Thaller,  tliat  you  do  me  justice. 
When  I  told  you  at  first  that  Schem5?elniliar 
was  tlie  caliph's  chief  tavourite,  I  did  it  on 
purpose  to  prevent  that  fatal  passion  which 
you  please  yourself  with  entertaining  in 
jTOur  breast.  All  tliat  yf)u  seo  here  ought 
to  disengage  you.  and  you  are  to  think  of 
nothingl)ut  ot  acknowledging  the  honour 
which  Schemselniliar  has  done  you,  by  or- 
dering me  to  bring  you  with  me.  Recall 
then  your  wandering  reason,  and  prepare 
to  ap(jear  belbre  her  us  good  breeding  re- 
quires. See,  there  slie  comes.  Were  we 
to  begin  again,  I  would  take  other  mea- 
sures ;  but  since  the  thing  is  done,  I  pray 
God  we  may  not  liave  cause  to  reiient  k. 
AH  I  have  now  to  say  to  you  is,  that  love 
is  a  traitor,  who  may  m\'olvc  you  in  dilficul- 
ties  from  which  you  will  never  be  able  to 
extriciite  yourseli'. 

Ebn  Thaher  liad  no  time  to  say  more,  be- 
cause Schemselniliar  came;  and  sitting 
down  uix>n  her  throne,  saluted  them  both 
by  bowing  her  head ;  but  she  fixed  her  eyes 
on  the  prmce  of  Persia,  and  they  spoke  to 
one  another  in  a  silent  language,  intermix- 
ed with  sighs,  by  wliich,  in  a  few  moments, 
thry  spoke  more  than  they  could  have  done 
by  uiords  in  a  great  deaLoftime.  The  more 


Schemselniliar  k)oked  upon  the  prince,  tha 
more  she  found  by  his  looks  to  confirm  lier 
in  the  opinion  tliat  he  was  in  love  witli  her; 
and  being  thus  persu'uled  ol'  his  pasBJnn, 
thought  henaelfthe  happiest  woman  in  the 
world.  At  last,  she  turned  her  eyes  from 
him  to  command  the  women,  who  began  to 
sing  first,  to  conic  near;  they  rose,  and  as 
tliey  advunceii.the  black  woman,  who  came 
out  of  the  walk  into  which  they  liad  retired. 
brought  tlicir  sc;its.  and  set  them  near  tha 
window,  in  the  fix)iit  of  the  d.:Aie,  where 
Ebn  Thaher  and  the  prince  of  Persia  stood, 
and  their  ^eats  were  so  dis|iosed,  that  with 
tlie  favnurittr's  thmne,  and  the  women  oo 
each  side  ot*  lier,  they  lurmed  a  semicixcla 
betitre  them. 

The  women,  who  were  sitting  before  aha 
came,  n^sumed  their  places,  with  the  per- 
mission of  Schems^lnihar,  wlinorcieredthem 
by  a  si^rn.  That  charming  favourite  chosa 
one  of  those  women  to  sin^ ;  who,  alter  the 
had  spent  some  moments  m  tuning  her  lute, 
sung  a  sonar,  the  meaning  whereol  wa0,that 
when  two  lovers  entirely  loved  one  anotbar 
with  bound Ie>«s  aiicction.their  hearts  though 
in  two  bodies,  were  united ;  and  when  now 
thing  (ipiiosed  tlieir  desires,  could  say,  wiin 
tears  in  their  eyes.  It' we  lox-e,  hecauee  wa 
find  one  another  amiable,  ought  we  to  be 
blamed  lor  this?  Let  destiny  bear  the 
blame. 

Hrhemsclnihar  discovered  so  wdl  by  her 
eves  and  gestures  tluit  those  words  were  ap- 
plicable to  herseil'and  the  prince  tA'  Peraa, 
thsit  he  could  not  contain  himst^f,  he  anae, 
and  advancini^  to  a  balustrade,  whkh  ht 
lenneil  u|)on,  miliged  one  uf  the  oompaniooi 
of  the  woman  who  luul  just  done  sinking  U> 
observe  Itim.  As  she  was  near  him.  Attend 
to  me,  said  he  to  her,  and  do  me  the  ikvoor 
to  {icconipany  with  vour  lutr  a  son^  which 
you  shall  hear  forth  with.  Then  he  lunf 
with  an  air  so  tender  and  passionate,  as  per* 
firctly  expresf^  the  vuMence  of  his  kiva. 
As  soon  as  he  had  done.  Schemfielnihar  fal- 
lowing his  example,  said  to  one  of  the 
men,  Attt^nd  to  me  likewise,  and  aoo 
[Kiny  my  voice.  At  the  same  time  she  m 
liiier  such  a  manner,  as  did  farther  pienii 
the  heart  of  the  prince  of  Pereia,  who  aiH 
swered  by  a  new  air,  more  pawionate  than 
the  liBmer. 

Those  two  bvers  having  declared  their 
mutual  aflt'ctinn  by  their  songs,  Sehenvel- 
nihar  yielded  to  the  force  of  hers ;  she  aroK 
from  her  throne  in  transport,  and  advanced 
towards  the  door  of  the  hall.  Thepnnea, 
who  perceived  her  design,  rose  up  immedi- 
ately, and  went  to  meet  her  in  all  hima 
They  met  at  the  door,  where  they  took  ooa 
another  by  the  hand,  and  embraced  with  la 
much  pai«ion,  that  they  iamted  and  would 
have  fallen,  if  the  women  who  ibUowad 
Schemselnihar  had  not  hindered  then. 
The/  suoported  them,  and  carried  them  to 
a  snta,  where  they  were  brought  to  them* 
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If  Ivw  BgHin  by  throwing;  odoriierous  water 
u|XNi  their  fiicet,  and  by  giving  them  annie- 
thinff  to  mnell  to. 

W  hen  ttiv.y  came  to  therawlvca,  the  firvt 
thinic  that  Scliemaeinihar  did  was  to  look 
about,  and  not  seeing  Ebn  Tliaher,  Bhea^k- 
ed,  with  ea^nicffi,  where  he  wan.  lie  tuul 
withdrawn  out  of  rM|)ect,  whilst  her  wo- 
men were  ensealed  in  recovering  hrr,  and 
dreoiicd,  not  witliout  reu^n,  that  eonie  dii»- 
■irreeable  consequence  miffht  tbllow  wliat 
he  had  seen;  but  as  soon  as  he  heant 
fichemselniliar  ask  tor  him,  he  came  ibrward 
and  uresented  himwlf  before  her. 

Schemseinihar  was  very  well  pleased  to 
■ee  Ebn  Tliaher,  and  expre««c<l  her  joy  in 
these  oblij^in^  terms :  Ebn  Thither,  I  know 
not  how  to  return  the  great  ubli(>:ati(iiia  you 
have  put  upon  me ;  without  you.  1  should 
never  have  seen  tlie  prince  oi'  Pervia,  nor 
hB\'e  loved  the  muk$t  amiable  iwivun  in  the 
world :  assure  yoiutelt'  1  vliall  not  be  un- 
rrateful,  and  tlmt  my  g:ratitude,  ifixKBible, 
■hall  be  equal  to  the  ohTijration.  Ebn  Tha- 
her  ansi%'ered  tlii«i  compliment  by  a  low 
bow,  and  wislied  tlie  la\'ourite  tlie  accom- 
plishment of  all  her  desires. 

Scheniselnihiir,  turning  towanls  the  prince 
ol' Persia,  wlio  sat  by  her,  and  looking  upon 
him  with  mhiic  Hort  of  coniiu$ion  alter  what 
had  iNUKed  betwixt  them,  said  to  hini,  Sir,  I 
am  very  well  assured  you  love  me ;  and  how 
great  ■Qe\*er  vour  love  may  l>e  to  me,  you 
need  not  doubt  but  mine  ih  iis  great  towards 
you.  But  let  us  not  Hatter  ourselves ;  lor, 
notwitlistaiiding  thisconlonnity  of  our  sen- 
timents, I  see  nothing  Ibr  you  and  me  but 
trouble,  impatience,  and  tormenting  grietl 
There  m  no  other  remedy  lor  our  evils  but 
to  bveone  another  couiitantiy,  to  refer  oui^ 
■el\'es  to  the  dis|xwal  of  heaven,  and  to  wait 
its  determination  of  our  destiny.  Madam, 
nplieil  the  priiKC  of  Persia,  >'ou  will  do  me 
the  greatest  injui<tice,  il'you  doubt  for  a  roo^ 
ment  the  continuance  oi  my  bve.  It  is  so 
unittMi  to  mv  soul,  that  I  can  justly  sav  it 
makes  the  best  iiart  of  it,  and  tliat  I  shall 
peiKvere  in  it  atler  death.  Pains,  tonnentt, 
ohnacrka,  nothing  slwU  be  caiKible  ol*  hin- 
dering my  lovintr  you.  S]jeaking  tJiese 
words,  he  slied  tean<  in  abiuidance,  and 
Schemsehiiliar  was  itot  able  to  reiiitrain  licni. 

Ebn  Tliahcr  took  thisop|iortunity  tosjicak 
to  the  favourite :  Madam,  «iiid  he,  allow  uW 
to  represent  to  you.  that,  iiwtead  of  melting 
into  tears,  you  ought  to  rejoice  tliat  you 
are  now  together.  I  undei-stiuul  not  lliis 
grief.  What  will  it  be  when  vou  are  obli- 
ged to  part  ?    Uut  why  do  I  talk  of  tJiat '? 

We  have  been  a  long  while  hen*,  and  you 
know,  mailam,  it  lb  time  lor  ua  to  be  going. 
Ah  1  liow  cruel  are  you !  replied  Sclieinsel- 
nihar.  Vou,  who  know  tlie  cause  of  my 
tean,  luive  >'o«i  no  pity  ibr  my  uiilbrtunaie 
eond:L>'>ii  ?  Oh  *  sad  l.'itality !  wliat  have 
I  dDtWi  to  bZ  subject  to  tlic  severe  law,  of 
not  being  able  to  e ojov  the  only  person  J 


Persuaded  as  ahe  wns^  tliat  Ebn  Thalier 
spoke  to  her  only  out  ot  friendsliip,  she  did 
not  take  amiss  what  he  said  to  her,  but  made 
a  proper  use  of  it.  Slie  made  a  sign  to  the 
slave,  her  confidant,  who  immediately  went 
out.  and  in  a  little  time  brought  a  colialioa 
of  fruits  upon  a  Bmuli  siU'er  table,  which  she 
set  down  liet  wixt  her  miictren  and  the  prince 
of  Pensia.  Scliemtiel nihar  took  some  of  the 
liest,  and  prerientcil  to  the  prince,  praying 
him  to  eat  it  Ibr  her  Rike ;  he  took  it,  and 
put  to  his  mouth  that  part  which  she  touch- 
ed ;  and  then  he  ])reseiited  mme  to  her, 
wliich  Bhe  took,  and  ate  in  the  ssune  man- 
ner. Slie  did  not  tbrgi^t  bi  invite  Ebn  Tha- 
ller to  eat  with  them ;  hut  he,  tlunking  him- 
Heif  notftale  in  that  plact\aiid  wif;hin^  lum- 
self  at  l)ome,  ale  only  f>ui  oi' complaisance. 
After  the  collation  wad  taken  away,  tliey 
brought  a  silver  bsisin.  with  water  in  a  ves- 
tsc\  ol  gold,  and  tiiishei I  together ;  they  aller- 
wards  returned  to  their  pTiu;es,  and  three  of 
the  ten  black  women  brought  each  a  cup  of 
rock  cr)'£tal  full  of  exuuisite  wine,  upon  a 
golden  salver,  which  tliey  set  flown  before 
BchoniHclniliar,  the  prince  of  Pei-sia,  and 
Ebn  'I'haher.  That  they  might  be  more 
private,  Schemselnihar  keiit  with  her  only 
ten  black  ^voiiien,  witli  ten  others,  who  be- 
giui  to  sing  and  jthiy  uion  instruments ;  and 
alter  A\e  had  sent  away  all  the  itsi^,  slie  took 
up  one  of  the  cui«,  and  huldipg  it  in  her 
hand,  Eung  some  tender  wordF.  which  one  cf 
her  women  acconipaiiietl  with  her  lute. 
When  she  had  done,  she  drank,  and  after- 
warde  took  up  oiie  of  the  other  cupn,  and 
presented  it  to  the  prince,  praying  him  to 
drink  for  love  of  her.  as  she  had  urank  for 
love  of  him.  He  receiv«^d  the  cup  with  a 
tmnsport  ol'  love  an-i  joy :  but  before  he 
drank,  he  sung  also  a  soi'ig,  which  another 
woman  accomiianied  with  an  instrument ; 
and  as  he  sang,  the  tears  fell  from  his  ovoi 
in  such  abundance,  that  he  couUl  not  for 
bear  expressing  in  his  song,  that  he  knew 
not  whether  he  was  going  to  drink  the  wine 
she  had  presented  to  him.  or  his  own  tears. 
Schemaelnihar.  at  last,  preniiited  the  third 
cup  to  Ebn  Tiiaher.  who  thaiikeil  her  Ibr 
her  kindiieai,  and  for  the  iMNiourshe  did 
him. 

Alter  this,  she  took  a  lute  from  one  (>f  her 
women,  and  sung  to  it  in  buch  a  iMUMioiiato 
manner,  tlmt  slie  w*emeil  to  be  traiii^purted 
out  ot' her^fdt',  and  the  prince  ol*  Per^iu  blood 
with  Jiis  eyes  fixed  u|)on  her,  as  if  he  liad 
l>een  enclianted.  As  these  thin^  iMisucd. 
her  trusty  slave  came  in  a  ^rent  I  right,  mid 
addrcMing  lienielf  to  lier  ^llulre^s.  uii«i,  Ma- 
dam, McsixHir,  luid  two  otlicr  ofiicerp,  witii 
8e\'cn;l  eunuclui  tliut  attend  tiieni,  are  at  tlio 
gate,  ami  w:uit  to  B|ieak  with  you  from  the 
calii)h.  When  tlie  prince  of  Persia  aiul  Elm 
Thaher  heai-d  these  wonlii,  tlie^  changed 
cokMir.  and  began  to  tremble,  as  uT they  had 
been  undone ;  but  Schenuelnihar,  who  per- 
ceived it,  recovered  tlieir  courage  by  a  Mgh. 
Aller  SclicinEebiliar  had  4uiQted  the 
25 
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lean  of' the  \mi\ce  ofPeraia  and  Ehn  Tha- 
her,  elic  ordcreil  the  t;Iave,  her  ciNifidiiiit,  to 
lEpci  and  (*x>iivcr6e  with  Mesrour,  and  the  two 
otlier  otiicerei,  till  vhe  had  put  licraeh'  in  a 
condition  to  receive  tiicnh  and  could  eend 
her  to  introduce  them.  Ininierliatel.v,  she 
ordered  all  tlie  windowr*  of  the  hi  loon  to  t)e 
shut,  and  tiie  paintCMl  clulh  on  tlie  wde  of 
the  pirden  to  be  Itl  down ;  and  atK*r  ha\nii^ 
asBurcd  the  prince  iirul  Ebn  Thaher,  that 
they  nii^ht  continue  tiierc  without  an^  fear, 
nhc  went  out  at  the  great  ^ate  leading  to 
the  i?arden,  and  i^iiut  it  u]X)n  tlicin;  but 
whatever  aa^uraiice  she  luul  fi^'iven  them  of 
tlieir  bein^  sate,  they  were  dctsiiienaely 
olraid  all  the  while  lliey  were  tliere. 

As  vijow  aRScheinj^lnihar  wai«in  the  gar- 
den with  tlie  woman  that  had  followed  Tier, 
she  onleit5<l  all  the  ijeats,  which  Rervcd  the 
women  who  played  on  the  ini>tniments,  to 
he  set  near  the  window,  where  the  prince  of 
Penia,  and  Elm  Thaher  heard  them :  and 
havin!?  got  thingH  in  order,  t^he  sat  down 
uimn  her  silver  tluxme ;  then  ahe  sent  no- 
tice to  the  Alave,  her  confidant^  to  brin?  in 
tlie  chief  of  the  euimcliH,  and  lus  two  subal- 
tern otficen  witJi  him. 

Thev  apvwired.  Ibl  lowed  by  twentjf'  black 
puimclih:.  ail  haiidwmely  clothed,  with  sci- 
mitara  by  their  sidcm,  and  ^Id  b<!ltH  of  tour 
inches  bftMul.  Aa  «vx)n  ats  they  i)erceived  tlie 
liivDurite  Schem^hi'har  at  a  distance,  they 
made  her  a  prolbund  reverence,  which  Fhe 
return»l  them  trom  her  tlirone.  When 
they  cnmo  near,  she  got  ii|)  and  went  to 
meet  Meerour,  who  came  first ;  ehe  anked 
wluit  newB  he  brought  He  answered,  Ma- 
dam, the  commander  ot'  the  liihhfui  han 
sent  me  to  signify,  that  he  cannot  live  long- 
er without  seeing  you ;  he  desis[ns  to  come 
and  see  you  to-night,  and  I  comel)eiorehan<i 
to  give  you  notice,  that  you  may  be  remly 
to  receive  him.  He  ho|)ef!>,  madam,  that  >'ou 
will  receive  him  wiili  i\»  much  pleasure  as 
he  feelfi  impatience  to  see  you. 

Ufion  this  diflcouree  of  Meerour,  the  fa- 
vourite Schemselnihar  prostrated  herwelf  to 
the  ground,  as  a  mark  of  that  submisKkm 
with  which  she  received  the  calinh^s  order. 
When  Fhe  rose  up  a^n.  she  said.  Pray  tell 
the  commander  of  the  laithtiil,  that  I  Hhall 
always  reckon  it  my  gkirv  to  execute  hJH 
majesty V  commands,  and  that  hisolavc  will 
do  her  utmost  to  receive  liim  with  all  the 
respect  that  is  due  to  him.  At  the  same 
time  f«he  ordered)  the  slave,  her  confidant, 
to  tell  the  black  women  appointed  lor  that 
aervkse  to  get  the  palace  ready  to  receive 
the  cfiliph;  and  di.»miHring  the  chief  of  the 
eunuclw,  said  to  him,  Yqu  see  it  requires 
«mie  time  to  get  all  things  ready ;  therefore 
I  entreat  you  to  curb  hw  majesty's  impar 
tience,  that,  when  he  arrives,  he  may  not 
find  thin^  out  of  order. 

The  ehief  of  the  eunuchs  and  his  retinue 
being  fTono,  Schemwinihar  returned  to  the 
Mibon.  extremely^  concerned  at  the  necenity 
she  was  under  ol'  sending  back  the  prince 


of  Persia  sooner  than  she  thought  to  nnvt 
(bno.  She  came  up  to  him  again  with 
tears  in  her  eyes,  wiiich  ht^htened  Ehn 
Tlaiher'iii  tear,  who  tliougiit  it  no  gwid 
omen.  Madim,  Kaid  the  prinrx;  to  her  I 
perceive  you  are  come  to  tell  me  that  we 
mwit  piirt:  it'  there  be  nothing  more  19 
dnsid,  I  hope  heaven  will  give  me  the  pa- 
tience which  ia  neceeawry  to  support  your 
abcteiicc.  Alas !  my  dear  heart,  mv  iloar 
Koul,  replied  the  too  tender  Schemselniliar, 
how  happv  do  I  think  von,  and  how  un* 
happy  do  1  think  niyiieff*.  when  I  compare 
your  lot  with  my  sad  destiny!  No  doubt 
you  will  sutler  by  mv  nbaence,  Init  that  is 
all,  and  you  may  com  tort  yourself  with  hopes 
of  HMMiij^  me  again;  but  as  tor  me,  just 
heave;:  1 !  what  a  terrible  trial  am  I  brought 
to !  I  must  not  only  be  deprived  of  the  sight 
of  the  only  penon  whom  1  knre,  but  1  miist 
be  tormented  with  the  sight  of  one  whom 
you  have  made  hatpful  to  me. — ^WiU  noc 
the  arrival  of  the  oaliph  put  me  in  mind  of 
>'our  deiKirture  V  And  how  can  I,  when  I 
am  taken  up  with  thinking  on  yoar  dear 
image,  exprem  to  that  prince  the  jov  which 
he  alwiivd  oba^rwd  in  my  eyes,  whenever 
he  en  me'  to  i^ce  me  ?  I  nhall  have  my  mind 
TN?rplcxcd  when  I  fpeak  to  him,  and  the 
leiiKt  complaisance  wiiirh  1  show  to  his  )sifn 
will  stab  me  to  the  heart  like  a  dagger. 
Can  I  reliflhhis  kind  wordsand  caresset^ 
Think,  iirince,  to  what  torments  I  ahall  be 
exixx«4l  wtien  I  can  see  vou  no  more  I  Her 
teai-sand  sighs  hindcrird  lier  from  going  on, 
and  the  prince  of  Pen«ia  would  have  rcfibed 
to  her,  but  his  own  grief,  and  that  ot'  his 
miKtresB.  deprived  him  of  the  powerofspeeeh. 

Ebn  Thaher,  who  only  wif;hed  to  get  out 
of  the  paiacL',  wan  obliged  toromtbrt  them, 
and  to  exiiort  them  to  have  patience ;  but 
the  tniKty slave iniLMTupted  them:  Madam, 
said  fihe  to  Scheinsplnihar,  you  have  no 
time  to  toRe :  the  eiiniiclui  begin  to  airjve, 
and  you  know  the  caliph  will  be  here  im- 
mediately. O  Iloaven !  how  cruel  is  this 
separation!  crietlthi*  favourite:  Make  haste, 
said  slie,  to  the  confidant,  carry  them  both 
to  the  gallery  which  looks  into  the  garden 
on  the  one  side,  and  tu  the  Tigris  on  the 
other:  and  when  tin-  night  grows  dark,  IK 
tliem  out  by  the  hack  gate,  that  they  may 
retire  with  safety,  miving  s])oken  thui, 
she  tenderlv  embraced  the  prince  of  Persia, 
witlKnit  being  able  to  sav  one  word  more, 
and  went  to  meet  the  caliph  in  such  disor- 
der as  Ciinnot  well  bo  imagined. 

In  the  mean  time  the  trusty  slave  carrM 
tlie  prince  and  Ebn  Thaher  to  the  gnllefy, 
as  ochemsolnihar  hiid  anpointed :  nnd  hav- 
ing brought  them  in.  lelt  tliem  there,  and 
shiit  the  door  upon  them,  afler  having  as- 
sured them  that  they  liad  nothing  lolear, 
and  that  she  would  come  tor  thezn  when  it 
was  time. 

When  Schenm'lniharHj  trust v  shive  left 
the  prince  oi'  Pereia  and  Ebn  Thaher,  ttar 
forgot  die  had  aNe^urcd  them  that  they  neea 
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ed  not  to  be  afraul :  they  examined  the  fiil- 
lery,  and  were  seized  witli  extreme  iear, 
because  they  knew  no  means  of  esrjine  if 
the  caliph  or  any  of  his  oflkeiB  should  nap- 
pen  to  come  there. 

A  loeat  lieht,  which  came  aU  ofa  sudden 
from  (he  side  of  the  garden  through  the 
lattices,  cauHcd  them  to  approach  them  to 
see  (rom  whenoe  it  came.  It  was  occaskm- 
eii  by  a  hundred  flambeaux  of  white  wax, 
carried  by  as  many  youn^  eunuchs;  the^ 
were  tblioiwd  by  more  than  a  hundred 
otherei,  whof  luinled  the  ladiesofthecnliphV 
palace,  clotlied  and  armed  with  scimitars, 
in  the  same  manner  as  those  I  spoke  of  be- 
fbrn ;  and  thu  cnliph  came  after  them,  be- 
twixt Mesrour  their  captain  un  his  riffht,  and 
VaA«if  their  KRcond  officer  on  his  letf  haruL 

Schemselnihar  waited  lor  the  caliph  at 
the  entry  of  a  walk,  accompanied  witli 
twenty  women,  all  uf  surprixinj^  bounty, 
«Kk)med  with  necklaces  and  car-rings  of 
lar^e  dianiondR,  and  of  here  which  covered 
their  headf>  entirely :  tliov  snn«?  an<l  played 
on  their  instrument^,  and  Inrmetl  u  cnfinn- 
ing  cuncerl.  The  favourite  no  soofier  saw 
the  prince  apiiear.  but  rIic  ndvaiiccd,  niul 
prostrated  herHi^If  at  his  ieet ;  and  while 
■he  was  doin^  thi:<.  Prince  of  Pemin,  tiaid 
she  within  horael!',  if  your  sad  eyes  witnen-- 
what  1  do,  juil^of  niy  hani  lot;  il'  I  wa^ 
humbling  niy«»lf  so  hclbre  you,  my  heart 
would  feel  no  reluctance. 

The  calinji  was  del  lighted  to  Boe  Schcm- 
lelnHiar.  RiHe,  madam,  t^id  he  to  her: 
come  near:  I  am  ansrr>-  with  mvself  that  I 
should  have  deprived  niyR«'lf  m  lonff  of  the 

Klensure  of  seeing  you.  As  he  H\nike  iUua, 
e  took  her  by  the  hand,  and,  with  many 
tender  expressionrt,  went  and  mt  down  unm 
the  silver  throne  which  Schenist'lninar 
caused  to  be  bn)Ui^ht  tor  him,  and  she  s-it 
down  upon  a  seat  belong  liini;  and  the 
twenty  women  made  a  circle  mund  them 
upon  other  seatA,  while  the  youn<sr  eunuchs. 
wtio  carried  flambeaux,  disj)i*rr«(l  them- 
selves at  a  certain  di:»tanco  tmru  one  ano- 
ther, that  the  calinh  might  enjoy  the  cfx)l 
of  the  evening  the  tN'tter. 

When  tlie  cidiph  sat  down,  he  looked 
round  him,  tuid  beheld  witli  great  Kiti^fac- 
tion  the  ganlen  illimnnatet!  with  a  firrcsit 
many  other  lightii,  l)csii}c.>*  those  Hamheaux 
which  the  young  eunuchs  hell :  but  taking 
notice  that  the  mloon  was  shut,  was  a-iuir- 
ished  thereat,  and  ileuinnded  the  rt^aivm. 
It  was  done  on  purpor^e  to  surpru^e  him ;  t(>r 
he  had  no  sooner  Hpoken.  but  all  th(*  win- 
dows flew oiien  at  once,  he  saw  it  illuminaterl 
within  and  without,  in  a  much  iH'tter  man- 
ner tlian  ever  he  had  mhmi  it  U'lbre.  Charm- 
ing Schemselnihar,  cried  he,  at  this  sight, 
I  undemtand  you :  you  would  have  me  to 
know  there  are  as  fine  nightp  as  da^'s.  After 
what  I  have  seen,  I  cannot  deny  it. 

Let  lis  return  to  the  prince  of  Persia  and 
Ebn  Thaher,  wtnom  we  letl  in  the  gallery. 
Ebn  Thaher  could  not  enough  admire  ful 


that  he  saw :  I  am  not  ver>'  yotmg,  Riid  he, 
and  I  hiive  seen  great  entertainments  in 
my  time;  but  I  do  not  tliiuk  miy  thing  can 
be  seen  so  Rurjprising  ami  magnificent.  Ail 
that  is  said  oi  enciumted  palaces  does  not 
come  up  to  the  prodigk>u8  i^ixicmcles  we 
now  pee.  What  riches  aud  magnificence 
united  I 

The  prince  oi'  Persia  was  not  at  all  moved 
with  those  object^  which  so  delighted  Ebn 
Thaher;  he  could  look  on  nothing  but 
Sclieniffelnihar,  and  the  presence  of  the  ca- 
liph tiirew  him  into  an  incunceivable  grief. 
Dear  Ebn  Thaher,  said  he.  wouKl  U>  God 
I  had  my  mind  as  much  at  liberty  to  attend 
to  thoiae  object?  of  admiratk)ti  ti^  you !  But. 
alas!  I  amin  quite  a  diflerent2>it  nation;  all 
those  objects  senx  only  to  incre^isi^  my  tor- 
ment. Can  I  see  the  cali])h  familiar  with 
the  object  of  my  lo\'o,  and  not  die  of  grief  1 
Must  such  a  iNissioiiute  love  as  mine  be  dis 
turbed  with  so  iKitent  a  rival  ?  O  heavens ! 
How  cruel  ana  stnuiire  is  my  destiny!  It 
is  but  a  moment  since  lesti^nied  myself  the 
most  fortunate  luvcr  in  the  world,  and  at 
tills  instant  I  Icel  adeath-Rtroke  to  inv  heart 
I  cannot  resist  it,  uiy dear  Ebn  Thaher; 
mv  patience  is  exhauste*!,  my  disorder  over- 
whp|m<  me,  and  my  counige  IhiJs.  While 
he  wiu:  speaking  thorKi  wouU.  lie  saw  some- 
thing ))a.«ts  in  tlic gaiden,  which  obliged  him 
to  keep  silence,  and  to  turn  all  hid  attentron 
tliat  way. 

The  caliph  hadorderetl  one  of  the  women 
who  was  near  liini,  to  play  uikhi  her  lute 
and  she  began  to  sing ;  the  words  tliat  she 
sung  wert!  very  iKissionate,  and  the  caliph, 
nemiaded  that  she  han<j  thu.")  by  order  oi' 
Schemselnihar.  who  had  fretiuently  enter- 
taiiHMi  him  witli  the  like  testimonies  oi*  her 
affections.  inten)retcd  them  in  his  own  fa- 
vouT,  But  this  wiu  not  now  Schemselni- 
harV  meaning  ;  slie  applied  it  to  her  dear 
All  Ehn  Becar,  and  was  su  siMisibly  touch- 
ed with  gri(rf,  to  liave  before  her  an  object 
whose  pn^sence  she  could  no  longer  enjoy, 
that  she  fainted  and  fell  backwards  upon 
her  seiit,  whk*h  havin^r  no  amis  to  suniwHt 
her,  she  must  have  fallen  down,  had  not 
A4ime  of  the  women  given  her  timely  assist- 
ance, taken  her  up,  mid  carried  ner  into 
the  S(d(K>ii.  <» 

Ehn  Thaher,  who  was  in  the  gallery,  be- 
ingsurjirisedat  this  accident,  turned  towanls 
the  prince  of  Pt>rsia ;  hut,  insteail  of  K^ing 
him  stand  and  look  tliruuKli  the  window  an 
iN-fbre,  he  was  extieine5'  amazed  to  see 
him  lyiii^  at  his  \Wi  motkvdcws.  Thi<t  con- 
vinceil  him  of*  the  \'x)leiice  of  tliat  princ4>'rt 
passk)ii  tijr  Schenii^'Inihar,  and  he  admired 
that  strange  effect  ol'  sympatliy,  which  put 
him  into  a  mortal  Iear,  beciiuse  of  the  plac« 
they  were  in.  He  did  all  he  could  to  reco- 
ver the  prince,  but  in  vain.  Ebn  Thalier 
was  in  this  pcrpldxitv,  when  Schemselni- 
har's  confidant  opened  the  gallery  door,  and 
came  in  out  of  breath,  as  one  who  knew  not 
where  she  was.    Come  speedily,  cried  she, 
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thst  I  mnv  let  you  out ;  all  in  in  confuBion 
here,  and  "I  tear  this  will  be  the  last  of  our 
day*.— Ahl  hoiv  ivoulil  you  have  us  go  7 
replied  Ebn  Thaher,  with  a.  moumrul 
voice :  come  near,  I  prey  you,  and  eec  what 
a  Gondition  (he  prince  ofFertLia  is  in.  When 
the  ilave  taw  him  in  a  an'oon,  she  reji  in 
all  haste  ibr  water,  and  returned  in  an 

UMbUlt 

At  lait  the  princn  of  Peraii,  afler  they 
had  thrown  wiLter  on  his  far.e,  recoveretl 
his  BpiritB.  Prince,  said  Ebn  Thnher  to 
jiin),  wc  run  theriBkofpcrishin",  if  we  slay 
here  any  lonser;  exert  j-oureelf;  therefore ; 
let  uit  endeavour  to  save  our  lives.  Huwhb 
■o  treble,  that  he  could  not  rise  alone  j  Ebn 
Thaher  and  the  confidant  lent  him  their 
hands,  end  Eupporled  him  on  each  siile. 
They  came  to  a  little  iron  ^le  which  opens 
towards  the  Tigris,  went  out  at  it,  nnil  came 
CO  thpodeofa  bttlccHnnl  which  has  a  com- 
munication with  the  river.  The  confidant 
clapped  her  hands,  nnd  immediiitciya  little 
boatappeared  and  mme  towards  them  with 
one  rawer.  All  Ebn  Bt^ar  and  his  com- 
rade went  aboard,  and  (he  confidant  staid 
at  the  eidc  ol'  the  cannl.  As  soon  as  the 
prince  nt  down  in  (he  boai.  he  slreichcd 
oiit  one  hand  towardu  the  palace,  and  lay- 
inf  the  other  upon  his  heart  Dear  object  of 
my  sDii  cried  he,  with  a  Jeehle  voice,  re- 
ceive my  Ihith  with  this  hand,  while  1  nmire 
you  with  the  other,  thai  my  heart  ^hail  !br 
ever  preserve  the  fine  with  which  it  buri« 
^j-ou. 

In  thR  mean  time  the  boatman  mwcd 
with  all  his  might,  and  Schemaelnihar's 
confidant  accomiianied  the  prince  olTctcia 
and  Ebn  Thaher.  walking  along  the  side 
of  the  canal,  until  they  came  to  uk  Tigrid, 
and  when  she  could  go  no  further,  she  (ook 
leave  of  I  hem,  and  returned. 

The  piiiice  of  Perfiia  continued  very 
feeble;  Ebn  Thaher  com  lotted  him,  and 
eiborted  him  to  (ake  courage.  Consider, 
sitid  he  to  him,  ihat  when  we  are  landeil, 
we  hare  a  great  vfny  to  go  before  we  reach 


my  hoii!« ;  and  I  would  not  advm  jtn  to 
so  to  your  lodging,  which  w  a  great  deal 
Farther  than  mine,  at  this  hour,  and  in  thii 
condition.  At  last  they  went  out  oT  the 
boat,  but  the  prince  had  so  little  Mrencth, 
(hat  he  could  not  walk,  which  nut  Ebo 
Thaher  into  great  perplexity.  He  recd- 
lected  he  had  a  friend  in  the  ncighboar- 
hood,  and  can-ied  the  prince  thither  with 
great  dif^culty.  His  friend  received  fajm 
very  cheerfully,  and  when  he  made  them 
sii  down,  he  arked  them  where  they  had 
been  BO  late.  Ebn  Tliuhcr  answered  him, 
J  heard  this  ei'eciing  tlial  a  man  who  owca 
mc  a  considerable  sum  ol'nioiiey  was ■eilinc 
out  on  a  long  voyage.  I  lost  no  time  to  find 
him,  and  by  the  way  I  met  with  tbU  young 
nobleman  whom  you  see,  and  to  whom  I  un 
uniler  a  thousand  obligations :  for,  Imow 
ing  my  debtor,  he  did  me  the  tai-our  to  go 
along  with  mc.  ^Vc  had  a  great  diMlal 
(rouble  to  bring  the  man  to  reastm.  We 
havE  at  lecigth  succeeded,  and  thia  ■  the 
cautc  of  our  being  bo  liilc.  In  our  return 
home.  tlii.=  Eood  lord,  to  whom  I  am  for  ever 
bound  to  sliow  all  poFsihle  respect,  wu 
attacked  by  a  sudden  iliiicsH,  wliich  made 
me  1;ikc  rhe  liberty  to  knock  at  your  door. 
llallcring  mvi«lf  (hat  you  would  be  plcUM 
to  lodge  us  tliii)  night. 

Ebn  Thaller's  friend  took  all  this  for  troth, 
told  (hem  they  were  welcome,  and  oflerea 
the  prince  of  Pereia,  whom  he  knew  not, 
nil  the  assistance  h<^  could  desire ;  but  Ebn 
Thaher  rpoke  tor  the  prince,  luid  said,  that 
Jiudiiilempcr  was  of  that  nature  as  requiivd 
nothing  but  rest.  Ills  frieiul  undervlovd  by 
tlmihi.it  tliey  desired  to  go  to  bed.  Upon 
wbk:h  lie  condui:(cd  them  to  an  apartment, 
where  he  lell  them. 

Thoucli  the  prince  of  Persia  slept,  he  waa 
internipted  bv  troubleaime  ilreiuiu,  which 
represcnteil  ^chcmseliutinr  in  a  bwood  at 
(hera]itih'i't<.-et,andincreai«>!hiauf9iction. 
Ebn  Thaller  was  very  inipalienl  to  be  at 
liomc.  and  iloubted  not  but  his  liuiiilv  w«s 
undergreatapprehensiMi,  became  ha  new 
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uKd  to  deep  out.  He  arom  and  departed 
early  in  the  morning,  afler  he  had  taken 
leave  of  his  I'riend,  who  rose  at  break  ol'  day 
tP  prajrersL  At  last  he  cariie  home,  and  the 
firat  tiiini;  the  prince  of  Pervia  did,  wlio  liad 
walked  ao  far  with  much  trouble,  wha  to  lie 
down  upon  a  aofa,  as  weary  as  if  he  had 
gone  a  long  joamey.  Being  not  in  a  con- 
dition to  go  to  hid  own  house,  £bn  Thaher 
oidercd  a  chamber  to  be  made  read  v  for  him, 
and  sent  to  acquaint  his  friends  with  his  con- 
dition and  where  he  was.  In  the  mean 
time  he  be^rged  him  to  compose  himseilj  to 
command  ni  his  house,  and  to  dispose  ot  all 
things  as  he  pleased.  I  thank  vou  heartily 
ibr  those  obliging  offers,  said  ttie  prince  of 
PerMa ;  but  that  1  may  not  be  any  way 
troublesome  to  you,  I  culture  you  ti)  deal 
with  me  as  if  I  were  not  at  your  house.  I 
would  not  stay  one  monieiit,  if  I  thought 
ray  presence  would  incommode  you  in  the 
least. 

As  snon  as  Ebn  Thaher  had  time  to  recoi- 
led himself,  he  told  his  family  all  tliat  had 
poffed  at  Schemselnihar'snalace,  and  con- 
dudeti  by  thanking  God,  who  had  delivered 
him  from  the  danger  he  was  in.  The  prince 
d'  Persia's  princi|>al  domeb-ticH  cuiue  to  re- 
ceive his  orners  at  Ebn  Thaher's  house,  and 
in  a  little  time  there  arrived  several  of  his 
friends  who  had  notke  of  hid  indispiisition. 
Thone  friends  paawd  the  greatest,  purt  of 
the  day  with  him ;  and  though  their  conver- 
satmn  couUl  not  extrnguish  thorie  sad  ideas 
which  were  the  can:<e  of  hi8  trouble,  vet  it 
gave  him  some  n*lief.  He  would  iiavc 
taken  hJb  leave  of  Ebn  Thalier  towards  the 
evening ;  kmt  this  faitliful  friend  tbund  him 
Mtill  so  weak,  that  he  obliged  him  to  stay 
till  next  day,  ami  in  the  me;in  time,  to  di- 
vert him,  he  gave  liim  a  concert  of  vocal 
and  instrumental  music  in  the  evening ;  but 
this  concert  f«rved  only  to  put  him  in  mind 
of  the  precetling  night,  aiul  renewed  his 
trouble,  iiMtt.*ail  of  astjuu^in^it ;  wthat  next 
«lav  his  di:*tHmix;r  seenM^J  tomcreane.  Uym 
ibm  Ebn  Thaher  did  not  o])iKwe  his  going 
home,  but  took  care  in  accomnnny  him 
dsither :  and  wIiimi  lie  wus  with  iiiin  alone 
in  his  chamber,  he  n*pn?aeiitcd  to  him  all 
those  arguments  which  might  inHueiice 
him  to  a  generous  cHbrt  to  uvurcnme  tluit 
pmesion  which  in  tUo.  end  would  neither 
prove  luckv  to  himself  nor  to  the  favmirite. 
Ah!  dciirtebn  Thalier,  cried  the  pniire, 
how  easy  in  it  for  you  to  srive  this  sulvice, 
but  how'  hard  is  it  ti>r  uw  ti>  Ibllow  it !  I  am 
sensible  of  its  imiH^rtance.  but  hiu  not  able 
to  profit  by  it.  I  Iulvu  tmrl  ulreudy,  that  I 
«hall  carry  tn  the  irrnve  with  iiie^  the  love 
that  I  bcuir  to  Schenidclnihiir.  When  Ebn 
Thaher  miw  that  he  could  gain  nothing 
upon  the  iiriitc**.  he  took  \i\A  leave  of  him, 
and  would  have  retired. 

The  princf^  of  Pciviii  stopt  him,  and  Kiid. 
Kind  Ebn  Thalier,  since  I  have  declared 
to  you  that  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  ibllow 
your  wise  counsels,!  beg  you  wouU  not 
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charge  it  on  me  as  a  crime,  nor  Ibrbear 
to  give  mc  the  usual  testimonies  ol'  your 
frieiulship ;  you  cannot  do  me  a  greater  fa- 
vour than  to  intbnn  meoftlie  destiny  of 
my  dear  SchcniseJnihar,  when  you  liear 
any  news  of  her:  the  uncertainty  I  am  in 
concerning  her  fate,  and  the  mortal  appre- 
hensrans  her  fainting  has  occaskmed  in  me, 
keep  mc  in  this  languishing  condition  yoa 
reproach  me  wit]i.-^Iy  lord,  answered  Ebn 
Thaher,  you  have  reason  to  hope  that  her 
tiiinting  was  nut  atteiKled  witn  any  bad 
consequences;  her  contidant  will  qukkly 
come  and  iniorm  me  of  the  issue ;  and  as 
ajon  as  I  know  the  particulars,  I  will  not 
fail  to  imnart  tliem. 

Ebn  Thaher  letl  the  prince  in  tJiis  hope, 
iuid  returned  home,  where  he  expected 
Schenu^liiihar's  cunndantull  the  rest  of  the 
<Iay,  but  in  vain ;  nor  did  she  come  next 
day.  His  uneusinesd  to  knowtlie  state  ol 
the  prince  of  Peiisia's  health  would  not  suf- 
ler  him  to  stay  any  longer  witliout  seeing 
him  ;  he  went  to  his  lodging  to  exlairt  him 
to  ^tience,  and  Ibund  him  Tying  on  his  bed 
as  ill  as  ever,  surrounded  by  a  great  mar^r 
of  his  friends,  aiitl  several  physicians,  who 
made  use  of  all  tlieir  art  lo  discover  the 
cause  ol'  his  distem))er.  As  soon  as  he  saw 
Ebn  Thaher,  he  looked  \i\ioii  him  smiling, 
to  signify  that  he  had  two  things  to  tell  iiiin  ; 
the  one,  that  he  wiis  ghul  to  see  him ;  the 
other,  how  much  the  pli>'siciaiis,  who  could 
not  discover  the  cause  oi  hisdistcmper,  were 
out  in  their  n-iisonings. 

His  friendb  and  physicians  retired  one 
aller  another,  so  tliat  Ebn  Thaher  b^ng 
alone  with  Mm,  came  near  his  bed  t  jm 
liim  how  he  did  since  lie  saw  liim.  I  nu  f^  tell 
you,  answered  tlie  prince,  that  my  p^Uskm, 
whkh  continually  gathers  new  strength, 
and  the  unccrtiunty  of  the  lovely  Schem- 
selnihar's  destiny,  augment  my  distemper 
every  moment,  and  cast  me  uito  such  a 
state,  as  adiwb!-  my  kindred  and  friends,  and 
breaks  the  measures  of  mv  physicians,  who 
<lo  not  underetaiul  it  You  cannot  think, 
adiled  he,  how  much  I  suffer  by  seeing  so 
many  iMople  about  me,  who  importune  me, 
and  whom  I  cannot  in  civility  put  away. 
Your  company  alone  relieves  me,*  but  1 
conjure  you  not  to  disw*mble  wiih  me: 
What  news  do  you  Iff-iiig  me  of  Schenuel- 
nihari  Have  you  seeu  lier  oonlidant? 
Wluit  Riid  she  t«)  you  / — Ehn  'Hiaher  an- 
sweretl,  tluit  he  had  not  seen  lier  yet ;  and 
no  sooner  hiul  hu  told  tlie  prince  ulrenua 
this  siid  news,  but  tlie  tears  cuiue  into  liis 
eyes ;  he  could  nut  answer  uie  word,  his 
hexirt  was  so  oppresEicd.  Prince,  added  Ebn 
Tiiaher,  sutler  nie  to  tell  you,  \ti^  yoii  are 
too  ingenious  in  tormentaig  yuursell*.  In 
the  name  ot*  GikI,  wi})eaway  your  tears:  it 
any  of  your  iMttple  should  come  in,  they 
vfovld  discover  you  by  tliis,  notwithstanding 
the  care  you  ought  to  take  to  conceal  your 
thoughts.  Whatever  this  judickius  cjofi- 
dant  could  ny,  it  was  not  powil)le  for  the 
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ttiinec  io  refrain  frnm  weeping.  Wise  Ehn 
Thaher,  mid  he,  wh«'n  he  hail  rrro\i.«rei| 
hiB  speech,  I  mny  indeed  hinder  my  tongue 
from  revealing  the  9ecret»  oi'  my  hoan,  mit 
I  have  no  power  over  my  tean*,  u)  on  puch 
an  aiarmin|r  Biibject  m*  Schcmsebiihar'A 
danger.  Ifthat  udorable  and  only  object 
of  my  dosirca  be  no  longer  in  the  nnnrld,  I 
ihali  not  survive  her  a  moment. — ^Reject  m 
afflicting  a  thought,  replied  Ebn  Tluiher ; 
Schemselnihar  ib  \'et  alive,  >'on  nerd  not 
doubt  ol'  it ;  if  you  niwc  hennl  no  nei^-n  oi* 
her,  it  ic  because  f^  could  tind  no  opjioiiu- 
nitytosend  to  you,  and  I  \\o\)c  you  will 
hear  from  her  to-day.  To  this  he  added 
eeverai  other  consoling  arguments, and  then 
withilrew. 

Ebn  Thaher  was  scarce  at  \\vi  own  house 
when  8chenifi«lnihar'6  confidant  arrived 
with  a  melancholy  countenance,  which  he 
reckoned  a  bad  omen.  He  apkeu  news  of 
her  mistreMi :  Tell  me  youre  firat .  said  the 
confidant,  tor  I  was  in  great  trouble  to  set; 
the  prince  of  Persia  go  iwvuy  in  that  condi- 
tion. Ebn  Thaher  tnUi  her  all  that  she  wish- 
ed to  know,  and  wlien  he  had  done,  the  slave 
began  thufi:<»-ir  the  prince  of  Persia,  m'n\ 
she,  has  sutfered,  ancl  doen  still  sutler,  tor 
my  mistrcriR,  she  suHcre  no  less  lor  htm. 
Aller  I  departed  Irom  you,  continued  she, 
I  returned  to  the  saloon,  where  I  tbund 
Schemselnihar  not  vet  recovered  Ironi  her 
vwoon,  notwithstanding  all  the  help  they 
enileavoured  to  give  her.  The  caliph  was 
sitting  near  her  with  all  the  signs  of  real 
grief;  he  asked  all  the  women,  and  me  in 
parlfaiilar,  if  we  knew  the  cause  of  her  dis- 
tenH^;  but  we  kept  all  secret,  nn<l  told 
himlke  were  altoiretner  ignorant  ot'  it.  In 
the  mean  time,  we  all  wept  to  see  her  sutler 
80  long,  uimI  tiirgot  notliiiig  that  might  any 
way  help  her.  "In  a  won!,  it  was  uhnot»t 
midnight  belbre  she  came  to  herself.  The 
caliph,  who  had  the  patience  to  wtiit  the 
event,  was  rejoice<l  at  lier  recovery,  and 
asked  Schemselnihar  tlie  cause  of  her  die»- 
temper.  Asstxin  as  t>he  heard  him  speak, 
she  en<lea\'oured  to  recover  her  seat ;  aikl 
alter  she  had  kisse<i  his  t(*et,  betf>rc  he  could 
hinder  her.  Sir,  Knid  she,  I  have  reaxioa  to 
complain  of  heaven,  that  it  did  iMit  alkiw 
me  to  (^inre  at  your  majt^styV  livt  to  testily 
thereby  now  sensible  i  am  of  your  tiivours. 

I  am  persuadeit  you  love  me,  siiid  the 
caliph  to  her.  and  1  ooinninnd  you  to  pre- 
Bervi>  yourself  lor  my  sake.  Yoii  have  pro- 
bably exeeedtM]  in  Munrthin^  to-day,  which 
lins  occaskmetl  this  indif«|H)sition:  take  c-jire. 
I  entretit  you ;  ah>tain  frnm  it  tor  the  future. 
I  am  very  glad  to  Ktt  you  better,  and  I  ad- 
vise you  W  stav  here  to-ni^ht,  and  luit  to 
return  to  your  chambiT,  lor  tear  tlie  motion 
uHect  you.  He  then  conmiaiideil  a  little 
wine  to  be  brouirht  her.  in  onler  to  strength- 
en her ;  and  taking  Iciive  of  her,  returned  to 
his  aimrtment. 

As  soon  as  the  caliph  was  gone,  my  mis- 
ivtm  gave  me  a  sign  to  come  near  her.  She 


asked  me  earnestly  concerning  yon ;  I 
retl  her  that  >'nu  had  been  stme  a  king  tine, 
which  made  her  easy  on  tnat  head :  I  took 
rare  not  to  speak  of  the  prince  of  Peraia^ 
fainting,  \ei^  it  sliould  make  her  fall  into  the 
same  state,  from  which  we  had  so  much 
trouble  to  reco\'er  her ;  but  my  precaution! 
were  in  >'^in,  as  you  shall  hear.  Prince, 
fsaid  !!<lie,  I  h<'nretbrth  renounce  all  pleafure 
iis  loni?  ns  I  am  deprived  of  tlie  sight  ol'iiou. 
If  1  ha\*e  understooil  your  heart  ri^ht,  1 
only  till  tow  }t)ur  example.  You  will  not 
cea»e  to  weep  until  you  see  me  again ;  it  is 
but  just  that  I  weep  and  mourn  until  I  nee 
you.  At  the>e  words,  which  she  uttereil  in 
a  manner  expi  es^jive  ot'  the  violence  ol'  hei 
|ttu«ion,she  liiinted  a  second  time  in  my  amuu 

Scheniitelnihar's  contidant  continued  to 
tell  Ebn  Thaher  all  that  had  happened  to 
her  miistrcfe^  aller  the  first  laintuig.  My 
companbns  and  I,  said  slie,  were  a  Ions 
time  rc'ovenni?  her;  at  last,  she  came  to 
herself;  ami  then  I  said  to  her.  Madam,  are 
you  reKoUTd  to  kill  yourselt'  and  to  make 
us  also  die  with  jrou  7  I  entreat  you,  in  the 
name  of  the  prince  of  Persia,  who  is  to 
deeply  interested  in  your  lite,  to  preserre 
it,  us  >T)u  love  yourwplf I  be  persuaded  to 
this  eAiMt,  as  ynu  love  the  pnnce,  aitd  for 
our  fidelity  to  yrtii.  I  am  very  much  oUh 
goil  to  you,  replird  she,  lor  your  care.  >'oar 
zm\,  and  your  atlvire ;  but^  alas !  they  are 
useless  to  rnu :  you  are  not  to  flatter  ua  with 
any  hoix^,  tor  we  can  eNi)ect  no  end  of  our 
torment  but  in  the  grave. 

One  of  my  ci^nii-ank)iis  woidd  have  di- 
verted the<e  sail  thought  by  playing  on  the 
lute,  but  she  roinniaiided  her  to  be  silent, 
aiidordenMi  all  of  them  to  n'tire  excoiit  me. 
whom  she  kept  all  nij^htwith  her.  O  hea- 
vens !  what  a  ni^^ht  it  wart !  nhe  pameii  k 
in  tears  ami  groans,  und  ineesf^intly  naming 
the  prince  ol  Persia.  She  lamented  her  k>t, 
that  hail  deai^ine<l  her  to  the  caliph,  whom 
she  couM  iKit  love,  and  not  tor  him  whom 
slie  lovetl  so  dearlv. 

Next  morning,  because  she  was  not  cam- 
mod  iously  lodge<l  in  the  niloon,  I  helped 
her  to  her  chamlier,  where  slie  no  snotier 
arrixTd  than  all  thephvjiiciansof  the  ftalaro 
came  to  set^  her  by  ortfer  nf  the  caliph,  who 
WHS  not  hng  in  coming  himscit'.  Tlie  me- 
dicines which  tht*  pliyMciaiis  prescribed  to 
Scheinseliiihar  were  ineH'ectual.  be«-aim 
they  wvre  i^nonuit  ot'the  cause  df  lii^r  dif^ 
temivr :  aud  the  pre»«*nre  of  the  caliph  aug- 
nieiited  it.  She  got  a  little  nvt,  however, 
this  nighty  and  as  hhui  as  liiie  awoke,  lihe 
charged  me  toctuie  to  von,  to  hear  newBcl 
the  priiH-e  of  PeTneia.  I  hav«»  uireacly  in- 
tbrmed  yon  of  his  case,  said  Ebn  Th:dier; 
80  return  to  your  mistn>v.  and  nMure  her, 
that  the  prince  of  lN?rsia  waits  lor  uewv 
frnm  her  with  the  like  imimtieiice  that  die 
does  tiT>m  liim ;  abm'c  all,  exhort  her  to  mo- 
deration, and  to  overrome  herself,  tor  fear 
she  drop  before  the  cnliiih  some  word  which 
may  prove  tittnl  to  us  all.  As  lor  me,  replied 
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the  rniiH«iaiil.  I  rontt>ri  1  ilniul  \\rr  Iviuv^ 
imrtji .  I  li.ivi*  Liki-ii  iii«  hiirrt.'  to  t**ll  hi*r  my 
liiiiiil.  ;i!iil  iiin  i^'r-'iMileil  tiiiil  '^iif'  will  intl 
tiiki*  It  [II  th:i(  1  ii'Ii  hiT  If  ::iii[i  lh>  t'rnin  vtm. 
Ktiii  'i'luilii*r.  wrmliMii  luil  'tiM  romeriDiil 
the  J -:i  r.' lit'  IV.-i.i**  ImlL'i:!-'':.  tli«»;:J'iit  it 
ivrt  r'»rivi'tii('iii  t'l  r<'-uniH>HiNiii.iiiiil  iir^'iiri 
liirt  iiwn  iMii  «i:Iii::t  ii.'titiiM.  :iii>i  liirii'liiir 
U'l-PT  iHiT  till  inr  fvi'iiiiiir ,  till'  |iriiii'i*  w.i> 
Hltir:r.  Hiiil  iH)  lu'itiT  t!i:iii  in  liie  iit'intiii!r  : 

Klill  TlialliT  .•4tiil  lic  to  tlilll.  •iri  SlN>ll    lb>   ill* 

Kiu'  Uu'.i  Mill  li.ivf  ijiiiilitlt-.^  lit  tnv  Irii'ihl.-. 
bill  ih>y  till  tint  kiiiiw  >'Mir  u'lirth.witii'li  vim 
iliM'<iv«T  III  iiif*  U\  \iH;r  zr.il  v«ii,r«Mriv  :uhl 
tilt*  tniuliii'  \iH]  •jwt*  ymiiM'ir  III  (iiiiiirr  iiu'. 
1  am  contixiiiili'il  wirliiili  ih.it  \Miiii'ilfr  iiir 
IVirti  HI!  L'MMl  .itk-i'liiMi.aiiii  1  Uimiv  iml  imw 
J  i>iliiil  Im'  \h\v  In  «'.\;i'f><  iii\  ■.Tiiiilutii-. 
Priiu'i'.  iiii^\v«Ti'il  }''.t>:i  'I'll  ti.iT.  ii<i  in't  »|K-:ik 
po.  I  fiitpMi   Mill.  I  am  nM!\.  ik'T  nnly  tn 

{rivr  oiH'iir  my  i'M'>.  !•»  Kiivi*  iiiii' 1)1  Miiin*. 
>ilt  tn  n:ii*.  ifirt-  tii\  |i]i>  \'.tr  Vi>ii.     Mut  rii.t  i> 


aiiNic  with  tlufir  inn^ier.  KIhi  Tliaiirr  wciil 
and  o|«iir«l  tlH^ilcinr  liiriiM'li.  luul  liruucrlit 
III  lilt*  I'diilidaiit.  'I'lic  |»i iiMV  knew  1m.t,  aiiil 
n*ci'ivt*it  h(T  Willi  trn^it  |jiiliii;ii(^M.  Sly 
iiinl.  Kiiil  HJit;  to  hull.  1  uiii  kmimIiU*  iiI*  tlie 
lilllirtioii  yini  hav-e  i-iiilun;fi  niiirr  I  hiul  the 
lioiMiiir  to  corwhu't  yini  to  thif  Unit  whirh 
Wiiitrd  to  tiiim;  \iiii  tMirk ;  hut  1  ho|ie  tins 
ifiirr  1  iiiivi*  hniufchi  will  (vmtnhulr  to  your 
ciir«*.  S>  Kiyiii:;.  ^hv  iint^'iitul  huii  tiie 
li'tlcr.  Ih*  tihik  it,  a  I II I  ulhT  ht*  liiul  kiiAsed 
ii  M'vt'ral  timers  Ih.*  u]ii;iitf(l  utnl  reuil  il  lu 

A  Letter  fn»in  S'h'inMdiiihnr  to  All  Elm 
livctir^  Priufi  II/  Pfrttia. 

'  Thr  |icr^>ii  wliii  hrimr^  \iiu  thin  h'tfcr 
will  i;iv«'  ymj  a  Ik-iut  JUHiMuit  oougctiuiik 
nil*  ihiiii  I  <*uh  do,  Itn'  I  lia\«'  iwl  Inseii  my- 
si'lt'  b-iiiri*  I  foiiw  yiiu  :  kiiMiitr  dcfirivud  «il' 
yniir  f »n'^*iiit*.  I  uNuhltu  d«i*tnvv  iii>Meirby 
iN»iivi*i>iii:r  %vith   >iHi  hy  Ihi-^*   iJl-MTiltisii 


lliit     T.'ir    |i<i-4>ir     lnisiMr*.;    I     rnili''    !•'   IC'll  .  lilH*-'   Willi  lllC  KWIIf  |»ll'lkrl|il*iU»  i|'|  hud  tilC 

you  tK.i'  >>'hi-niM'liiilMr  sfiii  Ihm  ronliiiaiit  I  ;:imm\  liiiliiiic  ioh|K-iik  In  \uu. 
lu  a^^K  till-  ah  III  \<iii  ii;iii  .iT  thr  siiinc  time,  i  '  It  iii  h.iid  thai  (xitifniv  b-  it  iniru  liir  all 
loiiit!i:ii!  nil*  III' h(*r  iMiilitiiin.  ^  dii  iiiav  ryiis.  hm  it  liiM>;liti*Ji>  my  Mirii'Hii^i*.  iiiriiaid 
Bfv-Mif  \iii!!-«-i!'tliai  I  f  til  iHitliiiisf  Iml  what  .  of'  n-lirvinfr  tju>iii.  AitliiiiLrh  your  iiietun; 
niclii  iMiitirni  thi*  rxi'c--  nt  MMir  |»a.>N<iii  i  In*  deeply  I'iMCmveii  in  my  Uuiiit,  myeyfri, 
Inr  hiT  ih  siri'<-.  and  ihf  (->iii«itaiirv'  Willi  |  tli'>iiri*  N|<*eiiiii  oiire  iiifin;Ui-4.i*lheuri:;iiutl, 
whii-.'i  \iiii   iiivr  luT.    'riv*ii  Khii  Tliidirr  i  and  liiry  wiK  IimmUI  tlunr  liifhl  it'  tlivv  bt; 

(ravi-  liiiii  a  {Kirtirnlar  ari''iiin(  dl' all  that  '  anv  ron-idfridtle  timtr  dL'|iriv«*(l«4'U.  aliiy 
itiii  i>.i  <i'il  lHtwi\tthi'tiii-iyi<<avi'aiil  him.  J  1  tliitt«T  invj«fir  thut  yinin*  have  iIhj  muim 
Tri'-  prinri-  h-frnt-ii  With  all  tin*  difliMcnt  ,  im|Ktiii*nr«*  to  n't*  im*  ?  Vi>.  i  eaiii ;  tiieir 
rni'iTMi;!^  Ill  fi-ar.  ji-a!iii->v.  atl«H-ii<in.  and  ,  inii  lor  irlaiires  have  Hiuik'ifnliy  dimtArrreii 
rDiiiiM^'iii.  wltirli  thi->  tMiiMTr^tiiti III  I'll! lid  it  ti>  Mil',  iiow  liHpi'V.  itruii'tf.  vliuulii  you 
iti«;>irt>  liiiii  Willi.  I'la'itinL'  liimii  rvrrv  liiiiiif  aihj  S(*hi'?ii-4-|iiih.ir  ImitIi  he,  il'oiir  uiiMed 
wh.rii  iif  lic.ird.  all  The  .t!flii'i..i:f  (iri*jimti>rt-  d«viiii*s  Wi'ii*  imiI  thwiuli'd  h>  invincible c4t^ 
iiiL''  ii-r!>  «-':mii«  tiiat  :«i  |i.i*MiiiMte  a  lover  :  ^tal*l^''.  whirli  utilict  me  thi- mure MflMihiy 
Wii- «'  L|>.t'i!i-  'it'.  I  a»  llii-H  ha\r  that  cfh'i-t  iiii  you. 

'riii-ir  f'MivcKir.oiir  rttiiiiu'd  miImti:;.  ih.tt  •  '  TIi'm*  llifHUfhih  wbhrh  iiiy  tinirerr«  WTitr, 
iJif  II, .-tit  w.i«  t'.tr  aivaiircd.  ^^i  tli.ii  ilit  '  and  WMich  1  rX|in.yH  with  uirreditile  plea- 
pri.ii't-  'iS  lV'--.a«ili|iir"il  KhnTliiiluT  inMa.t  Miriv  n-|N-atiiiir  ihrm  ai^ain  iiii«l  iur«uii,  yr^ 
mil.  hiiii.  Titi' ii>-\t  iiii«fniii:r. a>  hiritriMy  rifd  t'nini  ihelmiToniiirinv  |ii*iul.  lunilitmi 
t'rH'.'iii  riMiiriK*  1  hmni*.  ihrn*  camr  in  him  h  the  innindtle  womid  whii'li  ymi  have  iimde 
woiiiiii  wticfii  hi*  kmw  III  In- SciirniH'Ini-  in  H.  a  wound  wluch  1  hk'Mt  a  KJ|i)U'«iid 
h.ti  -  •  '  :.  M:  1  .ii:>l  Miiiiiiiii.iii'lv  ohr  <^|4iki*  iiiiif>i.  not witii^Uindintr  till!  rnnd  tormeiiul 
tun  III  ini.«:  y\\  ini-<ir«--.4^iliiti-r»  >••>!,  and  I  i-iidiirc  Inr  >ouraliM'iH:«'.  I  would  rncknniftU 
mni  •-•'iiiftii  I  iilriMl  >iiii  in  In  '  naiiii' luik-ii-  that  iip'"M'.^  our  ln\r  iHilhuii;.  weir  i  only 
vrr  tin-  li>i:ii-  III  fl.r  |iiiiir«'  ul'I'iT-ia.  Thr  '  alldWi'tl  to  m«{  yoiiNomiMimt^  with  Ireiiloiu; 
Se.tiiiii-  Khii  ThtiritT  tiMtk  tJii'  IfiiiT,  and  I  should  then  eajny  >ou,  and  wliat  oouhl  1 
ret  :riH«l  in  ihi*  ifnnciv  •trc'unimn.iil  hy  tin-  ■  di*-ir«'  nixn*  / 

eunfi'i.iii!  !(i.i\''.  I      '  IKi  iifii  imaifiiif  tliat  I  Miy  more  tiiaii  1 

\^  'I'-ii  Kim  TliahiT  ri'Trvi-d  tlur  |<rinc<'  iit'  thiiik.^  AI:ii« !  what«*viT  «*X|triw«joife(  I  miike 
Prr-  .'-  liiiiMv  Willi  Ni-:ii'iiiM!nihar'^  mnti  ii-<'  of  1  ti**l  tli:it  1  iliifik  iit'iri*  thau  1  OUi 
liitr  .t>  ]..-  i\i-.i  t.vr  TM-i.ii.aiii!  wail  inr  bun  '  Ii-ll  v'-m.  >ly  i/i'-.  utiM'h  art>  I'omijiuaiiy 
n  m  i.i«ii'  Ml  I  hf>  Ira  w :.'.:.'  i\m»in.  A^-w^hi  iu-  ■  w.tiiMiinir  ;ini!  wn'i.riii?  li»r  \«Mir  n^iini;  my 


II 


«••  I 


.1  •  ■'; 


I'l-.  ;.i -.lu  iiii'i   !i»- .i/'M'diiir-    .i!li !'!» 'I  Jif.irt  whiih  iN'^iri*^  vnualimi' ;  th«»- 


tltvtlH  what  I  fWH  lif  (ii<i  ^•  It'll  iiim  '  Tin*  muh*  that  **t<ra|«'  iim*  iu>  olien  iu»  I  tiuiik  mi 
Iw-.:  \iMir.tii  (•\,4Ti,aiL-wi*nN|  Kbu'i'halier.  you.  t'lai  i*  i'Vrry  iij*MntMii ;  mv  iniiuruM- 
\ntn  .1.*'  I.*  iir.iilv  Ik  lovr  '•  ll^  >ou  kivi* .  ,  tioii.  whii'h  n*t>rr^;ntii  MinClier  iibfi^t  tii  inr 
Mt-hiMii-«-!iiiii.i:''>  rmilki.tiit  ut  m  ><Mir  dmw-  thin  niv  d^ar  prinrt* ;  tiie  roniidainiik  ihul  I 
inif  r«i'ini .  Mhc  liiijt  hoMi^hi  >iua  Icttrrl'nun  sii.ikr  t.i  lii'.ivrii  t>>ritir  riirnurni  invdoliny ; 
bi-r  m-tif--  aihi  Wiiir«.  inr  \'i;ir  n."!)!*!!*  In  ;  in  it  wnnl.  my  irrN*!,  in>  ilwlnvi.  my  lor- 
ciiiif  in.  i^'X  Ih  r  ohih*  ui.  rm-d  ih**  pniiirc-.  '  inrnr-.  wliH'h  eivi*  me  in*  immii  rvrr  vdiice  I 
with  a  ir:iiu<|«ii-t  iil  jny  \  aiA  mj  kiiui:;,  lie  !  li»-l  ^iifht  ol' you.  Will  %oueli  tor  wlmC  1  wnte. 
■Il  iifi  '.•■  rtv«-.vr  hi-r.  'Am  I  not  iuihiip|iy  lo  lie  Uim  In  lova. 

'Hii*  i*rifir**'ii  atirniUiiith  wen!  Irocu  him  a*  '  witimiit  liri|«ol'eiijoviiiK  hiin  whom  I  k«ve  i 
mna  a*  lAry  ta\w  Ebii  'fhuiier.  nnd  Icli  hiiii  ■  Thir  alflictiruT  thoughi  opiJittBCsiae  lotiwt 
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nrinec  to  rolrain  \rcim  weeping.  Wise  Ebn 
Thaher,  wiM  he,  wln»n  hv.  had  n'rownnl 
his  fiipeech,  I  mnv  indfHiI  hiruicr  my  tnniriie 
from  revealing  the  secrets  of  my  hfjin.lmt 
I  have  no  power  over  my  tejin»,  ujon  puch 
an  alarming  mbjert  aw  Schcmeebiihiir*^* 
danger.  If  that  tulorable  and  only  object 
of  my  desires  be  no  ionfrer  in  tlu;  \vnrM,  I 
■hall  not  survive  her  a  moment. — Reject  ^> 
afflicting  a  thought,  rpplied  Rbn  Tlitihor; 
Sehemselnihar  in  vvi  alive,  >'oii  need  not 
doubt  ol'  it ;  if  you  hfivo  heard  no  nows  ol' 
her,  it  is  becauw  she  could  find  no  op|)ortn- 
nity  to  Bcnfl  to  you,  and  I  hope  you  will 
hear  from  her  to-day.  To  this  ho  added 
several  other  consohng  urgument(!i,und  then 
withdrew. 

Ebn  Timber  wai*  scarce  at  hi;*  own  IinuHe 
when  Bchemseinihar^fi  confidant  arrived 
with  a  melancholy  countenance,  which  he 
reckoned  a  bad  omen.  He  a^ked  newn  of 
her  mistrere:  Tell  me  yours  first,  said  the 
confidant,  lor  I  was  in  j^reat  tmunle  to  iwi? 
the  prince  of  Persia  go  auiiv  in  that  condi- 
tion. Kbn  Thaher  toUl  her  all  tiiat  nhe  wish- 
ed to  know,  and  wlien  he  had  done,  the  slave 
began  thus:^If  the  prince  of  Persia,  t$aid 
she,  has  sutferetl,  and  doex  still  i>\\i\vr,  fin* 
my  mirtreffi,  she  liullcrR  no  li^m  tor  him. 
After  I  departed  from  you,  continued  e<he. 
1  returned  to  the  saloon,  where  I  found 
Sehemselnihar  not  vet  recovered  from  her 
ffwoon,  notwitliHtamiing  all  the  helji  they 
endeavoure-d  to  give  her.  The  cnlipli  was 
sittiii^  near  her  with  all  the  i^igns  of  real 
grief;  he  asked  all  the  women,  and  me  in 
parlhUlar,  if  we  knew  the  caui«  of  her  di^4- 
tem^r;  but  we  keiit  all  secret,  and  told 
him  %ie  wen*.  alto<n*tner  i<riK)nint  of  it.  In 
the  mCaji  time,  we  all  wept  to  see  her  sufler 
80  long,  and  tiNgot  nothing  that  niisrlit  any 
wav  help  her.  In  a  %vonl,  it  wib^  almnnt 
mifinight  bclbre  she  came  to  herself.  The 
caliph,  who  hail  the  patience  to  wait  the 
event,  was  rejoiiM^I  at  Iier  recovery,  and 
asked  Schemselnihar  tlie  caui>e  of  her  tliii>- 
temper.  Ahmkui  hh  fhe  heanl  him  speak, 
ishe  endeavoured  to  recover  her  seat ;  and 
after  she  had  kii«*ch|  his  t(*et,  beti>re  he  could 
hiniier  her.  Sir,  Kniil  nhe,  1  hav«!  n*ai«in  to 
complain  of  ht^-avi'ii,  that  it  did  not  allow 
meto  exitire  at  your  niajtvty'Hlet^.tot«'s«tily 
thereby  now  sensible  I  am  i»f  your  tiivours. 

I  am  persuadc«f  you  Ime  me,  siiid  the 
caliph  to  her.  and  1  ciunmnnd  yon  to  )ire- 
servi*  yoursi^ll'llir  my  nake.  Y<ui  have?  pro- 
bably eX(^'«Hlt'<l  in  Hoinethinsr  to-day,  which 
luiH  occanionetl  this  indisiNwiiion:  lake  rare. 
I  entn*iit  you :  ab-^ain  t'mm  it  tor  tin*  future. 
I  am  very  glad  to  Ht;  you  bettiT,  and  I  ad- 
vise you  W  ptav  liere  t(»-ni(;ht,  and  not  to 
n^runi  to  your  rhaml»er,  tor  fear  the  nwHion 
uHJKt  you.  He  then  conmamdeil  a  littk* 
wine  to  be  brouirht  her.  in  onler  to  ntrentrth- 
en  her ;  and  taking  leave  of  her,  n*turned  to 
his  aiNirtment, 

As  soon  as  tla*  caliph  was  gone,  my  mis- 
tram  gave  me  a  sign  to(*f>ine  near  her.  S^he 


nsketl  meeameftly  oonceniingyna ;  I  ntmn 
red  her  that  }'nu  hail  been  erono  a  k)ng  time, 
wliich  made  her  easy  on  tlrnt  head :  I  took 
care  not  to  s)ieak  of' the  prince  of  Perna'a 
fainting,  !e^'t  it  should  make  her  fall  into  the 
Aiime  state,  from  which  we  had  so  much 
trouble  to  recover  tier ;  but  my  precautiom 
were  in  \'ain.  an  you  shall  hear.  Prince, 
Miid  she,  I  henrelbrth  remmnce  ail  pleanire 
as  loniT  Mfl  I  am  deprived  of  tlie  sight  of  you. 
If  1  have  uiidersitncMl  y<nir  heart  rifht,  I 
f»nly  follow  \our  example.  You  will  not 
cetise  to  weep  until  you  see  me  again  ;  it  is 
but  juHt  that  I  weep  and  niouni  until  I  see 
you.  At  the<e  words,  which  she  uttered  in 
a  manner  expressive  of  the  violence  oi'  hcf 
lui:«iion,^hc'  tiii  nted  a  second  time  in  my  arms. 

Scheni:<elni liar's  confidant  contimic^  to 
tell  Rbn  Thnher  all  that  had  happened  to 
her  mistret^  alter  the  first  fainting.  My 
com]>ank>ns  anil  I,  said  slie,  ivcre  a  lone 
time  nv'4)V(4'ini;  her;  at  last,  she  came  to 
herH*lf;  and  then  I  Riid  to  her,  Madam,  are 
you  nNotved  to  kill  vourBclf,  and  to  make 
iisal»o  die  with  >;ou  T  I  entreat  yoa,  in  the 
name  of  the  primre  ot'  Persia,  wlio  is  to 
deeply  interested  in  your  lite,  to  prcwiTB 
it,  lis  you  love  younf^ll':  be  i^crsuaded  to 
this  eA(Mt,  as  you  ktve  the  pnnc^,  and  fbr 
our  fidt*iity  to  yi»u.  1  am  very  much  obii- 
g<»il  to  you.  replied  Khe,  tor  your  care,  your 
/e-.il,  and  your  aiivirv ;  but,  ahis !  they  are 
a»^le^s  ti>  lite :  you  are  not  to  tiatter  lis' with 
any  hopes,  ti)r  \vo  ran  exi)eet  no  end  of  our 
torment  but  in  the  gravi*. 

One  of  my  comi  anions  wotild  have  di- 
verted Xhe-M*  s;id  thought  by  plnnnir  on  the 
lute,  but  she  ronimaiided  her  to  be  silent, 
aiid>  ordered  all  of  tlieni  to  n*tire  except  me, 
whom  she  kept  all  nisrlit  with  her.  O  hea- 
vens !  what  a  niiiht  it  w;im  !  i^hr  i^nmed  it 
inte«irsnndirrti;in.«.and  it icesKantly  naming 
the  prince  of  IVrsia.  She  lainenu'tl  her  kit, 
that  had  destine«l  her  to  the  caliph,  whinn 
she  c-ould  not  lovo,  and  not  tor  him  whom 
nhe  loved  so  dear  I  v. 

Next  morning.  ()ecause  she  wa«  not  onm- 
modiously  lodsreil  in  the  salofui,  I  lielped 
her  to  her  chamber,  where  slie  no  aooiier 
arri\-ed  than  all  the  phvsiciaiisof  the  imlace 
caim^  to  siH^  her  by  ortfer  itf  the  culiph.  who 
wati  not  king  in  roniiiig  himselt'.  Tlie  me- 
dic incR  which  the  physicians  ])rescnhed  to 
Scheiiisi^lnihar  were  inetiertual,  bc«-aiMe 
they  vrvm  iiriHmLitt  of  the  cause  of  lier  dbp 
iein|N>r ;  aiul  the  ])reMeiice  of  the  caliph  aug- 
mented it.  She  i;ot  a  little  nvi,  however, 
this  night,  and  an  Mion  iw  Kite  awt>ke,  lihe 
chargccl  na*  tor<|j)ie  to  von,  to  hear  newHd 
the  prince  of  IV>ivia.  1  hn\T  already  in- 
ibrmetl  you  of  his  cai^e,  said  Ebn  Th;dirr; 
80  n*turii  to  your  mistm^:,  and  iisfture  her, 
that  the  prince  of  Persia  waits  tor  ne\«v 
I'rom  luT  with  the  like  imimtience  that  she 
does  tW>m  him :  atiovc  all.  exhort  her  to  mo- 
deration, and  to  oveiTome  henielf,  for  fear 
she  drop  betbrc  tJie  calinh  some  word  which 
may  prove  fatnl  to  us  all.  As  for  me,  replied 
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Ihr  rniiHilaiit,  I  ronti*)^  I  ilniul  \\vt  tnuiH- 
|>oriy .  I  ]i;ivi*  Liki-it  lui  lihiTt  v  to  tfil  iitT  my 
mind,  arui  am  (■fi-iiMiieii  liiai  !«lir  will  mil 
take  it  ill  that  1  !i*li  her  airaiii  thi'<  I'roiit  vtm. 
Kliii  ']'lia!i(*r.  wiifitwifl  Iml  miM  romt*  Immh 

llie  l-niiri*  i»r  |*f:>i|;i\  IihllTlM'ri.  tli«n.:riit  it 
iHil  corivi'fiifMit  T(i|-i;iii'n>4iHii>iii.aiiil  ur^'lci'l 
iiiM  «)Wn  iiii|it:ijit:i  ailiiMiJ.  :iii>i  iiii-ifli>n' 
U'rin  iHit  lilt  till' «'v<*i.iii:r ,  tlii'  imiirc  \v.i» 
iilniic.  iinil  no  UMttT  ittaii  in  tht- nioniiii'T ; 
Kiiti  Thalii'r  r^iiil  l.i'  to  Inm.  .m  hioh  iu-  \iv 
Kiiv  hiiu.  >oii  h.iM'  liniiliili-.^  ni  till  I'ririiiU. 
bill  ihi-y  iJoiHii  kii'iu*  i«Mir  wurth.wliifh  \\h\ 
iliMMV«*r  In  Mil*  hi  \oi;r  /isil  umrrait-.  aiui 
liii*  tnmhli-  \«Mi  ^rivc  >tii]i.-M-ir  III  iihiiijf  nic 
I  am  rniitomiiii-ii  ivnlitilj  ihai  iiiiKini'Tnir 
Wirh  t«i  L'nMl  allt-i'iHi;i.:iiiil  1  Limw  m>*I  hmv 
I  ^liall  In*  ahli*  In  f.\{i>-i*>^    mv    L'raiilii«tr. 


iiioiic  with  llufir  imuiiirr.  KIhi  Thiihrr  wciit 
and  o|«»ieil  the«ichir  hnnr4*li'.  luid  hrouifht 
III  t lie  coiitidiiut.  Tilt*  |«riiii!t'  knew  lu*r,  iumI 
n!C(*ivnl  licr  Willi  irn^il  |xitiiisii(«c  My 
Innl.  rqii<l  kIii*  to  liiiii.  I  iiiii  Mfiiiiililc*  ol'  tlie 
alHiriion  you  Uhvk  (*iidun*«J  riiiire  1  luul  llie 
luiiiniir  to  roruluct  vini  to  tin;  UiHt  whirii 
waiii-d  ii>  hriiiL'' ymi  buck ;  but  1  liofie  Uie 
h-lttT  I  )ia%(*  limui^iii  will  miitnhutf  til  your 
riiri*.  Si  Kiyiii:;.  ^llc;  |irt*M*iitMl  hiiii  tiw 
jrltrr.  He*  I'Nik  it.  iuhl  n\\vi  he  liuul  kMied 
it  MTV  mil  tiiiio,  Ih.*  u|ieiie«l  aivl  reud  it  a« 
till  lows: 

A  lA'tti-r  fnnn  i^'hfmMcinihfir  to  All  Ebn 
lh\ni\  PriHCv  of  PeritUt. 

'  Tilt*  |icrH<iii  wliiilN-ino*  >  oii  iliiH  Iftter 
will  •riv«*  viMi  II  hciior  iu'rmiiit  ouiiGi*runii( 


Pniirr.  answi-rt'd  KI)aT!i.il.i'r.i!oiM>iK|K-aii    me  iliaii  I  <*aii  ilo,  lor  I  tiavi- iiui  liHeu  my- 
Mi.  I  I'litn'al  >iiii.  I  am  ri'-ii> .  ih>i  «ui1v  ti>  j  ^4■lt' sinri*  I  Kaw   ynu  ;  U'liitf   ilvprivbil  nl' 

fiv«-  riiif  III'  niy  rvf!..  to  Kivcniir  nl  >nurs.  {  ynur  |in*M*iire.  li«Niiekittodit*t-iv%*iii>rieirby 
(It  tn  njir.itirr  iii\  lifi' !i»r  voii.    DuT  thi'i  i^  [  (:nii%'etviii!r  %vith   y<Mi  by  tlu-^*  ili-written 

lmi*4.  Willi  tlie  rtinu*  |»l«*nruitriuf  it'i  liailtiie 
(foiNl  iorloia*  tOK|ii-iili  to  \oa. 

'  It  iit  Kiid.  thai  (Kiticniv  ih  h  ctiru  liiraJI 
cviU  hut  it  ht'iiflitoiir  my  Mirii*riiiiri^  Ubcltaid 
ol'  rptii'viiiir  liuMii.  Altlimi:;!!  your  |»ieiun; 
In*  dcTply  riiirrHvcii  in  my  liesiit.  my  vycM, 


ll*tt     t!|i'    |irt*<4  |i>     hn<slMi'4N;    1     rJMU*'    In   tl'll 

you  iha*  N'hi-niM-lnihiir  m>iiI  hri  rnntidaiit 
t<i  ask  nil-  aU>iil  vnn.  mimI  h*  lln'  Miiiit*  Iiiiii'. 
In  mil II III  iiif  III' hur  rnii'htinii.  \nii  may 
n.*^Mn*  yntir-ilt'rhal  I  f  ii>l  iH>iliiii!?  hut  wlial 
nii:rhl  rniiliriii  tin*  ixi'i-.^-  n|   \nor  p.i.>f«ii>M 


I'lr  Iht  iiiistnv-^.  ainl  itu-  rxii-tanck*  with  iU>ir«i  stvtiliU  mice  iiMirt*  UiHi3i*liirun:;iiihl, 
whirii  \im  Invf  lu*r.  TlM*n  Khii  TliaJu-r  and  tiit>y  wiK  liM*fill  tlutir  h!:lit  it'  iJivv  be 
piM-  hiiii  a  fNirliriilar  arcnnni  nt'  all  ihat  anv  roii>-iiU*nd»U.*  tinu*  deiiriv«*d  «4'il.  iHiky 
li.'iii  |ia  <4-d  In  iwixithi'tiii-iyHtavfan-Uiim.  j  I  tttltcr  mvM'lt'  tliul  yiHim  luivv  tlitj  miiuc 
Till-  |>riiir<-  h-^ti*ni-d  Wiih  all  lln*  difltMfiit  ;  iiii)i«itii'a4'i*  tu  mi*  iih*  ?  ^  i>.  i  can ;  Uiecr 
rnmirfiii.i  n|'  ti'iir.  jrn' m^v,  iillti'tHiii,  and  ,  t«Miii«*r  :;laiire4  liiivi*  t<iillicii*nily  dinm^'rmi 
rnniiia-vfinn.  wliirli  UiN  r<iiiM*is>tt>nii  rniiiil  ;  It  til  mr.  liuw  luiM>v,  Liriiii'«,  vlwulil  you 
in^pin*  him  wiih.  maUin!;  uimii  i-vi'ty  iliin^  !  and  Srhi'iiwliuh.n'  In»iii  be,  ir«iir  uiiilnl 
whii'h  \%v  hfard.  allihc.iillii'iiiiL'nrcnniliirt-  I  diviri'M  wcir  not  thwartt'il  by  iiiviii€il)Urc4>- 
II. J  It  tltri!«>n.'<  tiiat  .*•»  imK-miiate  a  lovur  Marlr^.  wjiirli  utilici  mr  llu- iiiuns  iwiMibiy 
w.i<  r.tiM'.ilr  III*.  a-  tin  V  t:,i\f  that  fllrrl  oii  yuu. 

Thi-tr  «'>MiM'rt«iiinnr.iMtiniii*d  Mtlnni;.  that  '  ThiM*  ilinitfhlh  which  my  liiureri* irriti% 
till*  Mi:.'ht  wii.4  tiir  aUaiHVti.  *«i  ih.ii  ihc  and  wiiu-h  1  ixprtvH  with  uirrudiliic  plea* 
prijit'i*  !■;  IVr-ianiili<f<i  KhiiTlut!i**r  tni»ia\  miii*.  n-iNMtimr  itifiii  airaui  and  lurmii,  ur^ 
WMl.  hint,  'i'hi*  iic\t  Mkiiniiiiir,  It'i  hiHtriMy  rifd  I'mm  thuliuiionitit'iiiv  lu-iirt.  uinUroin 
thi-:iil  [i*niriii*>l  Imini*.  ilu'ii*  camt*  tn  him  h  :  ihc  incunUiU*  woiinil  wliirii  you  ha«'e  iiu&itr 
wniii.iii  whom  111*  kiirw  In  U*  SrliniiH'liii- '  ill  ii.u  wnund  wiuch  1  l>li*Krt  a  litnur^uid 
hir'- 1  •■i;i'..ii  1  ainl  iniiiit*diairlv  f\\v  r>{«iki*  '  tim<*»'.  iintwilh-iUiiidmsf  ihn  rnud  toniiriilikl 
bih-m  ihiH:  }\\  miMn'>/<  p^iUiirs  >nii.  iiinl  I  .  rndiirr  lor  >uuriili«ic*iiti4*.  I  wiMihJnwkonaU 
Mm  cnnii'ln  I'litriMl  ymi  III  hir  nami*  inik'li-  .  that  op'riM-  our  ln\r  iHilhiii!?.  wen:  i  oiUj 
vrr  lhi»  li'lliT  In  il.f  pi  iiM'i*  iiri*t'r>ia.  Tli«-  I  allnwi-il  to  nt*  you  NniotiiliU)*  Willi  I'n^^liNu: 
zr.tlniH  Flhii  Tha'ifr  tiMik  llir  Iriirr.  and  •  I  .xjinulit  liiirii  enjoy  >ou.  and  what  could  I 
n.'tMriH-d  In  I  he  pniici*,  a«'CniiitMUiit*il  hy  ihi'  i  di*>ir«*  iiinri*  / 

conriilant  iilaM*.  I     '  l)o  imi  inuitriiii*  that  I  Miy  more  Uain  1 

U  hi-ii  Khii  Tlutli«*r  rrtli'ml  tht*  prince  ot'i  ihiiik.^  Ahu* !  whatever  expn>«M)iw  I  iiuike 
Ptr-:ii'-  liiMM'.  With  .Ni-iifiiiM  iiiihar'.*  I'niili  '  w-*'  ol!  i  li-i-l  tit. it  I  think  iimn*  than  I  can 
rlati!  Ill*  pr  iw-.t  lirr  rit^iik.iunl  \\\\i\  liu  hiiii  '  !i-ll  y<iii.  My  i-.>«-<.  whu-li  are  rontuiually 
n  m  •nM-ii!  in  ihrilraw;.!ir  timiiii.  A«Minn  •l^  uMir'nnif  .iiul  wi  rpiuif  tnr  \niir  reliim;  my 
thi"  J  i.;.i  «■  nfl'i  ::.i  Jsiw  lti!:i  In- ■ii'MilfMr-  .it!l.i'ti-.|  lir.ii-t  whnll 'if-in'- ymi  alotM* ;  tln». 
iwMiv  wli.it  lii'WM  tiP  ii.tii  ^•  tl'll  liiiii  f  Thr  Mtrh*  that  i*x4M|n*  mi*  iu>  ulii-ii  iiH  I  iliink  mi 
Us.;  yniir.iiie\,4'ri.an-wHieil  KhiiThaher.  you,  t'lat  ii  rviTV  momfoi ;  mv  mmiruiii- 
\  nil  a.f  .tj«  ilf.triy  1n'I«i\i- 1  ii>  >iiu  kivi* ,  '  imii.  wliH'li  n'prr.<M;fitii  iiOnClirr  oL{fiTi  to  HIT 
tS«-tifiii  ••■inih.ir'N  rniitk!.iiit  ^  m  your  dmw-  th.oi  my  (b*ar  prinre  ;  liie  I'omptHintji  that  I 
imr  pHiin  .  nIu'  hti'*  hioii^rht  >iu  a  It'itrr  froiii    iii.iki' t.i  litMVi'ii  lurthf  rafniirnriovihftiny; 


hiT  in.-tii*^->  aihl  w.iiff  iiir  y<i:ir  nrdiTW  In 
Omim*  in,    l^-t  Ih  r  riHiir  m.  rnnl  tin-  primv. 
Wi!b  a  iraru'iinrt  ol  jny  ,  aiiil  mj  kiiiii;;,  1m: 
Kit  ut»  i«i  rtvrjM-  Imt. 
'Hir  iiriiir**'«attrniLuiU-  went  Ironi  hiiii  a* 


III  a  wonl.  my  L'riel.  m>  dwlmi.  my  tor- 
mi'iit-i.  whii'h  irive  lue  iH>i*.wi!f*ver  Miice  I 
life-t  ^.uflif  ul'yoii.  Will  vuueli  tor  wliaC  1  wnte. 
'  Am  I  iMJi  iiiihiiptiy  to  be  Imrn  l»  bvM, 
itiKitii  lv>|irol'eivoyiiiK  liiin  whnru  I  k*ve  r 


aunu  Ml*  they  wiw  Khii  Thaller,  aiid  Icli  htm  '  Thl^  aiRicuiur  tlioui^hi  npimsHfCaiae  loUiMt 
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ttiinec  to  refrain  fmm  weepinsr.  Wise  Ebn 
Thaher.  wiiii  he,  when  he  hail  rfCovt.Tetl 
his  speech,  I  mnv  indeed  hind(T  my  tnnsrue 
from  revealing  the  aecpets  of  my  h'eiirt,})nt 
I  have  no  power  over  my  teais,  uj  on  puch 
an  alarming  subject  tif*  Sclicmselnihar'B 
danger.  Ifthat  luiorable  and  only  object 
of  my  dosircs  be  no  longer  in  tlic  world,  I 
■hail  not  survive  her  a  moment. — Reject  :o 
afficting  a  thought,  replied  Ebn  Thaher; 
Sehemselnihar  is  yet  alive,  >'nu  need  not 
doubt  ol'  it ;  i!"  you  nave  heard  no  m*ws  of 
her,  it  k  because  Rhe  could  find  no  opimrtn- 
nitytOBend  to  you,  and  I  hoi)e  you  will 
hear  from  her  to-day.  To  this  he  added 
several  other  coneoliiig  argumenti«,and  then 
withdrew. 

Ebn  Thaher  was  fKrarce  at  hiftown  house 
when  Bchemselnihar's  confidant  arrived 
with  a  melancholy  countenance,  which  he 
reckoned  a  bad  omen.  He  asked  new»  of 
her  miBtren :  Tell  me  youre  firet.  seud  the 
confidant,  for  I  was  in  i^reat  trouble  to  set) 
the  prince  of  Persia  go  avmy  in  that  condi- 
tion. Ebn  Thaher  tolti  her  all  tliat  she  wish- 
ed to  know,  and  when  he  had  done,  the  slave 
began  thusivlf  the  prince  of  Persia,  &i'u\ 
■he,  has  suffered,  an(l  doen  still  snfifT,  (or 
mv  mirtretci,  she  suflcrs  no  less  lor  him. 
Aller  I  departed  from  you,  continued  £>he. 
1  returned  to  the  saloon,  where  I  found 
SchemBelnihar  not  yet  recovered  from  her 
vwoon,  notwithfitanciing  all  tlie  help  they 
endeavoured  to  give  her.  The  caliph  whs 
■itting  near  her  with  all  the  fiigna  of  real 
grief;  he  asked  all  the  women,  and  me  in 
par|Liilar,  if  we  knew  the  rauiie  of  her  dis- 
tenwr;  hut  wc  kept  all  stH^ret,  ami  told 
himln  were  alto«^tner  iBrnorant  of  it.  In 
the  moui  time,  we  all  wept  to  see  her  suffer 
80  long,  and  tbrgot  nothing  that  micj^ht  any 
way  help  her.  In  u  word,  it  waHulniopt 
mklnight  before  she  came  to  herwlf.  The 
caliph,  wim  had  the  patience  to  wait  tlie 
event,  was  rejoioed  at  her  recovery,  and 
asked  Schemselnihar  the  cau<<e  of  her  dit»- 
temper.  As  soon  an  nhe  heard  him  speak. 
ishe  endeavoured  to  recover  her  seat ;  and 
after  she  had  kii>«ed  his  feet,  before  hecouhi 
hinder  hcr.^  Sir,  said  nhe,  I  have  reason  to 
complain  of  heaven,  that  it  did  not  allow 
me  to  expire  at  your  majeifty's  feet,  to  testify 
thereby  how  sensible  I  am  of  your  fiivourR. 

I  am  pcrBuad(«d  you  love  me,  said  the 
caliph  to  her.  and  I  oonmiand  you  to  pre- 
serve yourBcIf  lor  my  sake.  You  have  pro- 
bably ex(*f«<1e<l  in  something  to-day,  which 
has  occa^iionetl  this  indiisixmition:  take  rare, 
I  entreat  you ;  aMain  from  it  tor  the  fiiture. 
1  am  very  glad  to  nre  you  better,  ami  I  ad- 
vise you  W  stay  fiore  U^ii^ht,  and  not  to 
return  to  your  chamber,  for  lear  the  motion 
affect  you.  He  tlien  commanded  a  littk; 
wine  to  be  brought  her,  in  onler  to  strength- 
en her ;  and  taking  leave  of  her,  returned  to 
his  apartment, 

As  soon  as  the  caliph  was  gone,  my  mis- 
inm  gave  me  a  sign  to  come  near  her.  She 


askeil  me  earnestly  concerning  you ;  I  nma 
red  her  that  yty\i  had  been  erone  a  long  time, 
which  made  her  easy  on  tnat  head :  I  took 
care  not  to  s)x*ak  of  the  prince  of  Perm's 
fainting.  lest  it  should  make  her  ftdl  into  the 
same  state,  from  which  we  had  to  much 
ti-ouble  to  recover  her ;  but  my  precautiom 
were  in  vain,  a^  you  shall  hear.  Ptince, 
^aid  she,  I  henceforth  renounce  all  plesuure 
»» long  as  I  am  deprivetlof  the  Right  of  vou. 
If  I  have  unden»too<l  your  heart  rirfit,  1 
only  follow  your  example.  You  wul  nd 
ceaVe  to  wcpp  until  >'ou  see  me  again ;  it  is 
but  jik^t  th;it  I  weep'aiid  mourn  until  I  see 
you.  At  these  words,  which  she  uttered  in 
a  manner  expi  ef^ive  of  the  violence  of  hei 
luiw«ion,she  lainteii  a  second  time  in  my  arms. 

Sc hen  1.^ I  [)i  liar's  confidant  continued  to 
tell  Ebn  Thaher  all  tiiat  had  happened  to 
her  mistrec^  atler  the  firet  fainting.  My 
compaiik)n8  and  I,  said  she,  were  a  long 
time  rcroverinfi:  her ;  at  last,  she  came  to 
heri«elf;  and  then  I  said  to  her,  Madam,  are 
you  resolved  to  kill  yourself,  ami  to  make 
iisalM)  die  with  you  T  I  entreat  yon,  in  the 
name  of  the  prince  ot*  Perna,  who  is  so 
deeply  interested  in  your  lite,  to  preBenre 
it,  as  vnu  love  ymirsielf :  be  persuaded  to 
this  eflbit,  as  you  love  the  pnnce,  and  for 
our  fidelity  to  you.  I  am  very  much  obii- 
g«l  to  you,  rcplird  i=he,  lor  your  core,  your 
zoid,  and  your  advice ;  but,  alas !  they  are 
a«<e]e^  to  me :  yuu  are  not  to  flatter  us'witii 
any  hopt^R,  for  we  can  exixxrt  no  end  of  our 
tornicnt  but  in  the  grave-. 

One  of  my  companions  would  have  di- 
verted thes<*  s.'id  thought  by  pla>ing  on  the 
lute,  but  she  conimanded  her  to  be  silent, 
and  onlere<i  all  of  them  to  retire  except  me, 
whom  she  kept  all  ni^lit  with  her.    O  hea- 
vens !  what  a  ni'fht  it  w;u  !  she  passed  it 
in  tears  and  )?roans,  and  incetvantly  naminf 
the  prince  of  Pcma.  She  lamented  her  Jot. 
that  had  dc8tine<l  her  to  the  caliph,  whom 
hhe  coukl  not  love,  and  not  for  him  whom 
Aw  loved  so  dearly. 

Next  morning,  oec-ause  she  was  not  oooh 
modiously  lodged  in  the  ailoon,  I  hefperf 
her  to  her  chamber,  where  slie  no  saoaer 
arri\'e4l  than  all  the  phvsicians  of  the  palsre 
came  to  see  her  by  order  of  the  caliph,  vho 
was  not  long  in  coming  himself.  The  me* 
dicines  whicli  the  physicianK  prescribed  to 
Schemselnihar  were'  ineffectual,  bersiwB 
thoy  were  ifirtioraiit  of  the  caui>e  of  her  ili' 
temiM*r ;  and  the  presence  of  the  calii^QVff' 
mented  it.  She  got  a  little  nvt,  howevtr, 
this  night,  and  as  soon  as  she  n«'okr,ibB 
charged  me  tocoaie  to  you,  to  hear  new*^ 
the  prince  of  Pereia.  I  have  already  iD" 
formed  you  of  his  case,  said  Ebn  Thaher; 
80  return  to  your  mistress,  and  nmatt  ber, 
that  the  jirince  of  Persia  waits  lor  iip»^ 
from  her  with  the  like  impatience  that  dw 
does  from  him ;  above  all,  exhort  her  to  mo- 
deration, and  to  overcome  herKlf,  for  tear 
she  drop  before  the  caliph  some  word  which 
may  prove  fittal  to  us  all.  As  fbr  me,  replied 
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the  confidant,  I  ronlpra  I  dread  her  tratw- 
IkxHp  ;  I  Juivc  taktMi  the  liberty  to  teii  her  my 
mind,  and  nm  r^^i'^^iuiileil  tliiit  rtlic  will  not 
take  it  ill  that  1  tell  her  Uirain  thiis  I'roin  vuu. 
Ebn  Thaher.  who  ha(i  but  jii&l  come  from 
the  prince  of  Peri^iia'd  liMli^in^s,  tliuLurht  it 
iiot  convenient  to  return  Huauun,  ami  ue4rU*ct 
hirt  own  iniimituut  aliiiirrf,  and    tlierelore 
wi^iit  not  till  the  even  in:?  i  the  ]»riiice  Wiu 
alone,  and  no  better  tlian  in  tlie  niorniiu; ; 
Elm  Thaher  mid  he  to  hiin,  :i8  hooo  lu  he 
mw  liini,  you  have  doubt lesA  many  trieniic*, 
but  thi'y  do  not  know  yotir  worth,  \vhich  yon 
discover  to  me  by  your  zeal,  ytmr  win*,  and 
the  trouble  you  ^ive  your«»ir  to  oblii^e  me. 
I  am  confbunde<l  witii  all  1  hat  ymi  do  tor  ine 
with  eo  ^reat  at}ection,aiid  1  know  ni>t  how 
I  shall  be  able  to  exprffe^s  my   <:ratitutie. 
Prince,  answered  Ebn  Thaher.  do  notoiieak 
■o,  I  entreat  you ;  I  am  resi.iy,  ih)!  only  to 
pi\T  one  ot*  niy  eyes,  to  save  one  ot*  yours, 
but  to  Ricritic<*  my  life  tor  you.    But  this  w 
not  the.  pn'sent  busiinw;  1  come  to  tell 
you  that  Srhems<*lnihar  F^ent  her  contiihmt 
to  aj>k  na'  about  you,  and  at  the  saine  time, 
to  infiirm  nic  oi*  her  condition.    Vou  may 
aflRuru  yonrHcit*  that  I  Esud  rM>thin£:  but  what 
rni^ht  contirm  the  exctw  ot'  your  iKisnion 
tor  her  niistre:^.  aiKl  the  conKtanc\r  with 
which  you  love  lier.    Then  Ebn  'l^halier 
ea\'e  him  a  particular  account  of  all  tliat 
had  pe-ssed  bet  wixtthetn]r«iy  Ktav«;  an>i  him. 
The  prince  listened  with  all  the  different 
emotnns  ol'  fear,  jmlousy,  ailection,  and 
comiiasiaion,  which  tliis  conversation  could 
inspire  him  with,  niakinc  uixin  every  tiling 
which  he  heard,  all  the  alflictinar  or  comlbrt- 
iner  reHectkins  that  so  iHUBnuonate  a  lover 
w*L<  CJipsible  of. 

Their  coiive rent  ion  continued  so  long,  tliat 
the  nit^ht  was  tiir  advano^Ml.  h)  that  the 
prince  of  Persia  oliliiretl  Kbn  Tluthcr  to  stay 
with  him.  The  next  niornini?,  as  his  trusty 
friend  returned  home,  there  came  to  him  a 
woman,  whom  lie  knew  to  be  Schemscbii- 
har's  conlidant,  and  iinmeiliati^ly  she  s|)oke 
lohim  thus:  .My  mistref^s  salutes  you,  and  I 
am  iMime  to  entreat  you  in  her  name  to  deli- 
ver thiii  letter  to  the  priiu*e  of  Persia.  The 
sealous  Ebn  Tluiher  took  the  letter,  and 
returiKHi  to  the  prince,  accompanied  by  the 
confidant  slave. 

When  Ebn  IMiaher  entereil  the  prince  of 
Pervia'i*  hou^\  with  S^laMiiMrlniluir's  conti- 
(iant.  he  prayed  her  tor>tay,  and  wiiit  lor  him 
a  monM'nt  in  the  drawin;r  room.  As  soon  lis 
tlie  hrinre  of  Pcivia  klw  ]nni,  lie  asked  ear- 
nestly what  news  he  hiui  to  tell  Iiim  ?  The 
best  you  ran  exjject,  aib^weretl  EbnThalier. 
Yon'  are  us  dearly  btfkived  tis  you  love ; 
Brheni.^lnihar's  confidant  u  in  your  dmw- 
ing'  room :  she  has  brou;rhl  you  a  letu?r  from 
her  mi'itrifss.  lunl  waits  ibr  your  onlen»  to 
eoine  in.  Let  Imt  come  iii,  cried  the  prince, 
with  a  transinrt  ol'joy  ;  and  so  saying,  he 
lat  up  to  receive  lier. 

Ttio  prince's  aUendanti>  went  Irom  him  as 
■oon  as  they  sttw  Ebn  Thaher,  and  left  him 


alone  with  their  master.  Elm  Thaher  Vi'ent 
and  oiietietl  the  door  iiinisell'.  and  brought 
ill  the  conddaiiL  The  prinueknew  her,  and 
received  her  with  ^rtsit  poiituiieaH.  My 
lonl,  sakl  slie  to  Iiim,  1  am  seinible  ol'  tlie 
atHictioii  you  have  eiudurud  since  I  had  the 
honour  to  coiuiuct  you  to  the  boat  which 
waited  to  brint;  you  buck ;  but  1  lio)ie  tlie 
letter  I  have  bmuKht  ^vill  contribute  to  your 
cui-e.  ISi)  Kiiyin;^,  »;be  presented  hiiii  the 
letter.  Ue  t(M)k  it,  and  alW  lie  had  kikeed 
it  Mivend  tiinesv  lie  oiiened  aud  read  it  as 
tbllows: 

A  lA.'lter  fi'om  SH'hiTnitelnihnr  to  Ali  Ebn 
JSecar,  Priuct  qf  Pernio, 

'  Tlic  iicrson  who  brinp*  you  tliis  hotter 
will  £rive  you  a  better  account  oonceruiiup 
me  than  I  can  do^  i(>r  1  have  not  lieea  my* 
selt'  since  1  saw  you  ;  Umii^  deprived  ot' 
your  presence,  1  soui^ht  to  d(fe«ive  myself  by 
conversiiu^  with  >'Uii  by  these  ill-written 
lines,  whii  the  same  |)lcasuie  a»  if  I  had  tiMs 
gotxl  ibrtune  to  s|ieak  to  vou. 

'  It  is  said,  tluit  patience  is  a  euro  Hirr  ail 
evils,  but  it  heightens  my  Kutierini^  instead 
of  relieving  them.  Altnousrh  your  pieture 
bo  deeply  eiigraven  in  my  het&it,  my  eycM, 
desire  s|ieedilv  once  more  to  see  theoriirihal, 
and  they  willloMe  all  their  lisfht  if  they  be 
an>'  coiLsiderable  time  tie) rived  (4'  it.  May 
I  iuitter  mysell*  that  youro  luive  the  saiue 
iiniKitieiice  to  see  me  f  Yes,  1  eaii;  their 
tender  gUiuc^es  have  sulKciently  disowered 
it  to  me.  How  liappv,  uritu-e,  slmultl  you 
and  iSchemstHnihar  iMith  be,  ifourunaed 
desin*s  were  not  thwarted  by  in viuciblt?  oly> 
stacles,  which  alilict  me  the  niorv  seiiMbiy 
as  they  have  that  etlect  on  you. 

'  Those  ihougiitH  whk;li  my  tiiifier»  write, 
and  whk;h  1  exprees  with  incredilde  plea- 
sure, n'peatin^  tliein  aj^iii  and  again,  pr»- 
C(*eii  from  tlie  bottom  of  mv  heart,  aiidtrom 
the  incuralde  wound  whicli  you  ha^'e  iiiaile 
in  it,  a  wound  which  1  bless  a  thoumud 
tini&s  notwitlistntuling  tlie  cruel  tomieiils  I 
endure  lor  your  absence.  I  would  reckon  all 
that  opjxises  our  love  iiotliiiig,  were  i  only 
allowed  to  see  you  sometimtK  with  treedoiu: 
1  shouUl  tlien  enjoy  you,  and  what  eouid  1 
desire  more  ? 

*  Do  not  imairine  tliat  I  say  more  than  1 
think.  Alas !  whatever  expn^RsnnB  I  make 
us(?  of,  1  t<*el  that  I  think  more  than  I  can 
tell  >'on.  My  eyea:,  whirh  are  continually 
watching  and  weeping  fin'  your  retnni;  my 
alllicted  heart,  which  <lesiresyou  alone :  the 
siirhs  that  (»»i|)e  nui  as  olieu  aa  I  think  on 
>iou,  tliat  is  every  moment;  mv  iniagiiut- 
tion,  which  repn>ents  no  other  o)i||ort  to  me 
than  my  dear  iirince ;  tiie  cximplaiiitji  that  I 
make  to  heaven  tor  the  rigour  of  my  destiny ; 
in  a  word,  my  grwl',  my  distress,  mjtor^ 
meats,  which  give  me  no  ease  ever  since  I 
kist  sight  of  you,  will  voucli  ibr  wliat  1  write. 

'  Ain  I  not  unhappy  U>  be  bom  to  bva 
without  hope  ol*  ei^oymg  liim  whom  I  k«vB  f 
This  afflicting  thought  oppre«c»iiie  lothat 
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I  ■KouM  (lie  were  1  not  perauailed  that  you 
Icn'e  me :  but  this  vweet  coiulbrt  bitlances 
my  de«i|Kiir,  iind  proservefl  inyJilJ*.  Tell  me 
thiU  you  love  me  always ;  1  vriW  keep  your 
letlof  caretully.  and  read  it  a  thousand 
times  a  diiy ;  1  should  endure  my  atHirtions 
with  liiss  miiNiticnce :  I  pmy  heaven  may 
eoAtfe  to  be  angry  at  ui*,  and  gmui  us  an 
ofyportuniiy  to  caiy.  that  we  love  one  another 
wttlmul  t'ciir ;  anil  that  we  shall  never  cetisc 
to  loV(>  one  aiHnher.  Adieu.  I  salute  Ehn 
Tliulier,  to  whom  we  are  w  much  ublit^t^l.' 

'rhe  prince  ol'  Persia  was  ncyt  satiKded 
witli  readiju;  the  letter  unco ;  hcthoui^ht  he 
had  re<id  it  with  Ux>  little  attention,  and 
then;lbre  reail  ii  a^ain  with  more  K-ii^ure ; 
And  as  he  resid.  utometimes  he  uttereil  deep 
MiriH  sometiniiM  he  shed  t^sire,  and  some- 
times he  broke  cmt  into  tnia'<iMjrti«  of  joy  and 
tenderness,  as  he  wasatlecte^l  with  wliat  he 
rami,  in  short,  he  could  not  keen  his  eyes 
iifl' those  characters  drawn  by  so  oeloved  a 
liond,  and  was  beginning^  to'rcsid  it  a  third 
time,  when  Ebn  Thaher  observed  to  him, 
that  the  confidant  had  no  time  to  lose,  and 
that  he  ought  to  tliink  ofi^ivin^  an  answer. 
Alas !  cried  the  prince,  how  would  you  have 
me  answer  so  kind  a  letter  1  In  what  terms 
shall  I  expn^ra  m}'Beir  in  tlie  disturbed  state 
1  am  in  7  My  mind  is  tossetl  witli  a  thou- 
sand tomieiitingr  thoughts,  which  are  k)6t  the 
same  moineia  thev  are  conceived,  to  make 
way  for  otiiers.  tio  long  as  my  body  is  in- 
fhienf  ed  by  tlie  impressions  of  my  mind,  Iiow 
vhall  I  hf.  able  to  hold  the  i^aper,  or  guide 
.  MV  reeil  to  write  ?* 

Ho  saying,  he  took  out  ol'  a  little  desk 
which  was  near  him,  paper,  a  cane  rcaily 
cut.  and  nil  inkhoni. 

The  i)rince  ol'  Persia,  helbre  he  bej^an  to 
write.  ga\'e  Schemselnilmr's  letter  to  Ebn 
Thnher,  and  prayed  him  to  lioid  it  o|)en 
while  he  wn)te,'that  by  caifting  his  eyes 
upon  it.  lie  might  the  better  see  wluitto  lui- 
ewer.  He  began  to  write ;  but  tlie  teark»  tliat 
fell  from  his  even  uiwn  the  i taper,  obliged 
liim  6i*\'oral  times  to  stop,  that  tliey  might 
(hll  the  more  freely.  At  lart.  he  tinisiied 
his  letter,  and  giving  it  to  Ebn  Thaher, 
Read  it,  I  ))ray,  said  he  to  him,  anil  do  me 
the  lawmr  to  see  it'  the  disonler  of  my  mind 
lias  allowed  me  to  give  a  la\'oui'able  un- 
fwer.  Ebn  Tliaher  took  it,  and  retid  as 
tiiliows: 

77ke  Prince  of  Persians  answer  to  Schem- 
»clnihar^9  Letter. 

*  I  WHS  nlunged  in  the  deepest  grief  when 
I  received  your  letter,  at  the  sight  of  which, 
I  was  tranKported  witli  unspeakable  joy; 
and  at  sight  of  the  characters  written  by 

*TbeAfabisni,  Pennsiis,  snd  Tark%  when 
Ihey  write,  hoU  the  paper  commonly  ujwn  their 
knee  with  their  left  hand,  and  write  with  their 
right,  with  a  little  reed  or  cane,  cut  and  slit  like 
<Nir  pens.  Thseane  is  hoUow,  and  rcsemhtes our 
iMd^  butishaidn; 


vour  lovely  hand,  my  eyes  were  enlighteneil 
by  a  stronger  li^ht  than  they  k)st,  when 
yours  were  closed  on  a  sudden  at  the  feet  of 
my  rival.  These  words  contained  in  your 
kind  letter  are  so  many  rays  ol*  light,  which 
liave  dii>pelled  the  dnrkneaB  wherewith  mr 
soul  w{b«obi>cure4l ;  they  show  me  how  much 
you  sufler  lor  love  of  me,  and  that  you  are 
not  ignorant  of  what  I  endure  for  >'ou,  and 
thereby  comfort  me  in  my  alHictions.  On 
the  one  hand,  they  make  me  slied  tear*  in 
abundance ;  and  on  the  other,  they  inflame 
my  heart  with  a  fire  which  Kupports  it,  and 
prevents  my  dying  of  grit;f.  I  iiuve  not  had 
one  monu'nt'rt  rest  since  our  cmcl  separa- 
tkin.  Your  letter  alone  gave  me  some  ease. 
I  ke^it  a  mournful  silence  till  the  moment  I 
reccive^l  it,  and  then  it  restored  my  s))eec}i. 
I  wiisburieil  in  prolbund  melancholy,  but  it 
inspired  me  with  joy,  which  immediaieJy 
appeared  in  my  eyeutu id  countenance.  Biit 
my  surpritK!  at  receiving  a  favour  which  I 
liad  not  yet  deserved  ynm  so  tfxeat,  that  1 
knew  not  how  to  begin  to  testily  my  thank- 
fulness for  it  In  a  woni,  aller  liavinff 
kissed  it  several  times  as  a  precious  nletlge 
of  your  goodness,  I  read  it  over  ana  over, 
and  was  conlbunded  at  the  exccMs  of  m^' 
good  fortune.  You  would  have  mc  signilir 
to  you,  that  I  always  love  you.  Ah !  thoug'h 
I  did  not  love  you  so  perfectly  as  1  do,  I 
could  not  Ibrbear  adoring  you,  after  all  the 
marks  you  have  given  me  ol  a  love  so  un- 
common ',  yes,  I  love  you  my  dear  soul,  and 
shall  account  it  my  glory  to  bum  all  my 
days  with  that  sweet  tire  you  have  kindled 
in  my  heart  I  will  never  complain  ol'that 
anioiir  with  which  1  leel  it  coiiriuines  ine : 
and  how  ri«i:oron8  siN'ver  the  evils  be  which 
1  sutler,  I  will  bear  tliein  with  Ibrtitude,  in 
hoites  to  see  \'ou  stmim;  time  or  other.  Wuuld 
to  heaven  it  were  to-day,  and  tliat,  instead 
of  sending  >'ou  my  letter,  I  might  be  allow- 
ed to  come  and  awure  you,  tliat  I  <Ue  ibr 
love  of  you !  My  t^rs  lunder  me  from  eay^ 
ing  any  more.    Adieu.' 

Ebn  Thaher  could  not  reail  those  hut 
lines  without  W(«pirv?.  He  returiieii  tlie 
letter  to  tlio  orincc  of  Persia,  and  asbiired 
him  it  ^vantetl  no  cornH*.tioii.  The  nrinoe 
clot«d  it,  and  when  lie  had  sealed  it,  he  de- 
sired the  tnu^ty  slave  to  conie  near,  aAd  said 
to  her,  'riiis  is  my  answer  to  >'our  dear  mii- 
tress^  letter.  1  conjure  you  to  carry  it  to 
her,  and  to  salute  her  in  my  name.  The 
slave  xo(Ai  tl)e  letter,  and  retired  with  Ebo 
Thaher. 

After  Ebn  Thaher  had  walked  eonie 
way  with  the  slave,  he  letl  her,  and  went  lo 
his  house,  and  began  to  think  in  earoert 
upon  the  amorous  intrigue  into  which  he 
found  himself  unhappily  engaged.  Heoon- 
sidered,  that  the  prince  of  Persia  and  Seheafc- 
selnihar,  iiotwitiistandimr  their  interest  to 
conceal  their  corresiiondence,  conducted 
themselves  with  so  little  discretion,  that  it 
could  not  be  kng  a  secret.  Ho  drew  all  the 
comiequenoes  from  it,  which  a  man  of  good 
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MM  CHif  ht  to  ()o.  Were  Schemseliiiliar, 
mid  he  to  hinvielf,  a  lady  of  coiimioii  rank, 
I  wuulii  contribute  all  in  my  )K)\vcr  tn  make 
lier  aiid  lier  lover  happy  ;  hut  »he  is  tiic  ca- 
liph's lavourite,  aiul  no  in: in  c«in  without 
danirer  attenipt  to  uni^a^e  the  atlt'ctiona  of 
the  object  of  hict  choice.  Ills  nn^^er  would 
fall  in  the  liivt  instti:icc*  on  Scheniselnihar; 
it  will  next  coHt  the  prince  of  Pei^ia  his  liiu, 
and  I  »ihidl  be  involved  in  his  mii>tbrtune. — 
Id  tiie  mean  time,  I  have  my  honour,  my 
ouiet,  my  lamily,  and  my  estate  to  preserve. 
I  must,  while  I  con,  extricate  mysell'out  of 
such  a  risk. 

Theue  tiioui^hts  occupied  his  mind  all  that 
dRy;  next  mominig^,  he  went  to  tlie  prince 
of  rierna.  with  a  design  to  make  one  more 
effort  to  obli^  him  to  conquer  his  ))ai>sioii, 
He  rcpivsented  to  him  wiiat  he  had  belbre 
represented  in  vain ;  that  it  would  be  much 
better  tor  liim  to  call  up  all  his  resolutmn, 
to  overcome  his  inclination  lor  K^chemsehii- 
bar,  tlian  to  sutler  himself  to  be  hurried 
awav  by  it ;  and  that  his  pamion  was  so 
muck  the  more  dangerous,  as  his  rival  was 
powerful.  In  sliort,  sir,  added  he,  if  vou 
will  lieiirken  to  me,  you  ought  to  think  ol' 
Dotiiiii^  but  to  triumph  over  your  love; 
otherwise,  /ou  run  the  risk  of  destroying 
youn<clf  with  Schemselnihar,  whoi«c  liie 
ou;;ht  to  be  dearer  to  you  than  your  own.  1 
give  >'ou  tliis  advice  as  a  friend,  tor  wliich 
you  will  some  time  or  otJier  thank  me. 
The  priiK'e  heanl  Bbii  Th.iher  with  i^rent 
imiMitience,  but  t^utleretl  him  to  ^ix'ak  hii< 
mind,  and  tht'ii  reiilied  to  hnu  thus :  l-'.lin 
Thiiher,  raid  he.  tlo  you  think  I  can  coiise 
to  love  SciifMi^'Inihur  who  lovt'H  me  h> 
tenderly?  She  ii- nor  afniid  to  eX|X)£e  her 
lile  tor  iiie,  and  would  yo^i  have  me  reganl 
iniije  ?  No;  whatever  niiHtuiluncsbelall  mc, 
I  will  love  Schenii'elnihiir  to  my  last  breath. 

Ebn  ThaUt*r.  HJiockiiil  at  the  obstinacy  of 
the  priiKeof  INMhiii,  leil  him  hastily,  and 
ffoixif  to  his  own  tiousi%  n'called  to  his  mind 
Eis  iunner  rethrtions,  and  U'^an  to  tliink 
■erioiuly  what  he  stiould  do.  In  the^ mean 
time,  a  jeweller,  one  ol*  his  intimate  triends, 
came  ti^  sec  him.  The  jeweller  had  i)er- 
ceived  that  &*ht'm<sirlniharV  confidant  came 
oAeiier  to  Ebn  Thalier  than  a<uiU,  and  tliat 
he  was  coiii*lantly  with  the  prince  of  I^reia, 
whow  nckiiess  was  known  to  every  one, 
though  not  the  cauaeol*it.  Tiiis  had  awaken- 
ed the  jeweller's  susiMcions,  and  tinding  Ebn 
Thaher  very  pensive,  he  presently  judged 
that  he  was  peri'l^^xed  with  some  important 
•Ifiiir,  and  lancying  that  he  knew  the  cause, 
be  asked,  what  tiichemMelnihar'a  conlidant 
waiitetl  witJi  him  ?  EbnThuher  being  struck 
widi  tliis  question,  would  luive  diMembli*d, 
and  uAii  him,  that  it  was  i(>r  a  triHe  slie 
came  so  lre<|iiently  to  him.  You  do  iiot  tell 
me  the  trutli,  said  the  jewelksr,  and  >'nu 
think  to  |)crsuade  me,  by  your  dissimula- 
tion,  that  this  trifle  is  a  more  important 
afiiir  than  at  fiivt  I  thought  it  to  be.  Ebn 
Thaher  pei-ceiTinf  that  his  Irieod  prened 
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him  so  much,  said  to  him,  It  is  true,  that  it 
is  an  atfair  of  the  greatest  consequence  1 1 
had  resolved  to  keep  it  secret,  but  since  I 
know  how  much  you  ai^  my  friend,  1  clioose 
rather  to  make  you  my  confidant,  thim  to 
t«uller  you  to  he  under  a  mistake  about  it.^- 
1  do  not  reconunend  to  you  secrecy,  lor  you 
will  easily  jiid«re  hy  what  I  am  grmig  to  teil 
you,  how  imiio.tant  it  is  to  keep  it.  After 
this  pnninible,  he  told  him  the  amour  be- 
tween Schemselnihar,  and  the  prince  of  IHsr- 
sia.  You  kiioWj  cor.tinued  he,  in  what  esteem 
I  am  at  cou:1,  m  tlie  city,  and  with  loixis  and 
ladies  of  the  greatest  quality ;  what  a  din* 
grace  it  would  be  lor  me,  should  this  rash 
amour  come  to  Ix:  disco vci-ed  ?  But  what  do 
I  say ;  should  not  I  and  my  family  be  com« 
pletely  ruined  ?  Th;it  is  what  perplexes  my 
mind ;  but  I  have  just  Ibrmed  my  resulu* 
tion :  I  will  go  immediately  and  satisfy  my 
creditors,  ana  recover  my  debts,  and  wlien 
I  have  secured  my  pm|)erty,  will  retire  to 
Balsora,  and  stay  till  the  storm  that  I  lore* 
see  is  blown  over.  My  friendship  for  tschem- 
wlnihar  and  the  prince  of  Persia  makes 
me  verv  sensible  to  what  dangers  tliey  are 
ex)X)sed.  1  pray  heaven  to  convince  tliem 
of  It,  and  to  pre8er\'e  them ;  but  if  tlieir  evil 
destiny  should  bring  their  amours  to  tiie 
kr.owle<l^e  of  the  Ciilinh,  I  shiill,  at  IcnsL 
be  out  ot^tlie  n;ach  of  his  renentment ;  tor  i 
do  not  think  them  so  wicked  as  to  design  to 
involve  me.  in  their  iniRtbiiunes.  It  would  be 
the  luMght  ol'in^nttitude.  and  a  biid  lewiurd 
tbi*  the  H.Tvicp  I  have  done  them,  and  tlie 
good  advice  1  have  given  tliem.  iiarticularlv 
to  the  r>rinccof  Persia,  who  may  Hive  both 
him.sell'iuid  his  mistress  fiom  this  precipice, 
it*  lie  plenset: :  he  may  as  easily  leave  lia^ 
(hul  as  1 ;  and  absence  will  iiiKiMisibly  diieii- 
^ige  him  from  a  paf^kin,  which  ^vill  only 
uicmise  whilst  he  continues  in  this  place. 

The  jeweller  was  extremely  6ui;|)riKcd  at 
wluit  Ebn  Thaher  told  him.  What  you 
say  to  me,  sa>'8  he.  is  of  so  great  imiiortance^ 
tliat  I  cannot  understand  liow  Schcmielni- 
har  and  tlie  prince  could  have  abandoned 
themselves  to  such  a  violent  passion :  what 
inclinatwn  soever  they  may  have  for  one 
nnotlier,  instead  of  yielding  to  it,  tliey  ought 
to  resist  it,  and  make  a  better  use  of  tlioir 
nvison.  Is  it  pomible  they  can  be  insenaihle 
of  the  dangerous  conseuuenc^  of  their  oor^ 
resfiondence  ?  How  depkirable  is  their 
h^indnefv !  I  perceive  all  the  consequenoct 
of  it  as  well  tis  >-ou ;  but  you  are  wiiic  and 
prudent,  and  I  api)rovc  >'our  resolutkjn ;  the 
only  way  to  deliver  yourself  from  the  ftitai 
events  which  you  have  reason  to  lisar. 
After  tJiM  convcrsiition.  the  jeweller  rose  up^ 
and  took  his  leave  of  Ebn  Thaher. 

Be!brc  the  jeweller  retired.  Ebn  Thaher 
conjured  him  by  the  friendship  t)etwixt 
them,  to  say  notiiing  of  tliis  to  any  body. 
Fear  not,  said  tlie  jeweller ;  I  will  keep  this 
secret  on  peril  of  mv  life. 

Two  da>'B  after,  tiie  jeweller  went  to  Ebn 
Thaher^  shop,  and  seeing  it  shut,  he  douhl- 
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eel  not  but  he  had  executed  the  deRi«ni  he 
■poke  of;  hut,  to  be  more  sure,  he  lUbikcd  ii 
rciehbour,  if  he  knew  why  it  was  ehut  ? 
The  neisrhbour  answered  that  he  knew  not, 
unleni  Ebii  Thaher  wai?  ^otie  a  journey. 
There  was  no  nceii  of  his  iiwiuirinar  tart  her, 
and  he  immediately  thousrht  of  the  prince 
ol'Perwa :  Unhappy  prince.  «iid  he  to  liini- 
•eir,  what  will  he  yburtifrielwlien  you  hear 
this  news?    How  will"  vou  now  carrv  on 

riur  correspondence  with  Schcmpehiihar  ? 
fear  yon  will  die  ot*  despair.  I  pity  you. 
and  muBt  make  up  your  lotf^s  of  a  too  timid 
confidant. 

The  Inisinew  that  obliircd  him  to  come 
abiTKid  \vri5?  of  no  ronse<Rience,  so  that  he 
ne?lecte|1  it:  and  thoiiirn  he  had  no  know- 
Mse  o\*  the  prince  ot*  Persia,  but  only  by 
havtnscmld  hini  some  jewels,  he  went  to  his 
housel  he  a^ldress&l  himself  to  one  of  his 
■orvantA,  and  pra>-ed  him  to  tell  his  master, 
that  liedenrca  to  Kpcak  with  him  about  bu- 
einesH  of  ver>'  ^reat  importance.  The  For- 
vant  returned  immediately  to  the  jeweller, 
and  introduced  him  to  the  prince'd  chamber, 
who  was  leaning  on  a  sota,  with  his  he:ul 
upon  a  cushion.  As  soon  as  tlie  prince  saw 
him,  he  rose  up  to  receive  and  welcome 
him,  and  intreated  him  to  sit  down ;  a^^ked 
if  he  could  i>Rrve  him  in  any  thin^,  or  if  he 
came  to  tell  him  any  thing  intere^ttins; 
concern  ins:  himself.  Prince,  answered  the 
jeweller,  tliough  I  have  not  the  honour  to 
be  particularly  acquainted  with  you,  yet 
the  desire  of  testifying  my  zeal  has  made 
me  take  the  liberty  to  come  to  your  hoii^e, 
to  impart  to  you  a  piece  of  news  that  con- 
cerns you.  I  hope  you  will  pardon  my  bold- 
ness (or  my  gYxxi  intention. 

Af\erthis  introduction,  the  jewt^Iler  en- 
tered upon  the  matter,  and  continue^I  thus: 
Prince,  1  shall  have  the  hortour  to  tell  yo\), 
that  it  is  a  lon^  time  since  the  conformity  of 
dttpositkui,  and  some  business  we  have  had 
tocher,  united  Ebn  Thalter  and  me  in 
«tnet  friendship.  1  know  you  are  acquaint- 
ed with  him,  and  that  he  has  employed  him- 
self in  obliging  3rou  to  his  utmoi^t ;  I  have 
ieamt  this  from  himself,  for  he  kee|)8nothin£r 
•eeret  from  me,  nor  I  from  him.  1  went 
just  now  to  his  shop,  and  was  surprised  to 
find  it  shut :  I  addressed  my^lf  to  one  of 
his  neighbours,  to  ask  the  reiuson ;  he  an- 
swered me,  that  two  da^'s  a«?o  Ebn  Thaher 
took  leave  of  him,  ana  other  ncisriiboui^ 
offering  them  his  service  atBalsoni.  whither 
he  is  gone,  said  he.  alx)ut  an  afiiiir  of  trreat 
importance.  Not  being  satisfied  with  this 
answer,  my  concern  for  his  welfare  deter- 
mined me  to  come  and  ask  if  you  knew  any 
thinfl^  particularly  concerning  this  his  sud- 
den a<n^rture. 

'At  this  discourse,  which  the  jeweller  ac- 
commodated to  the  subject,  the  belter  to 
eompias  his  design,  the  prince  of  Persia 
('han^  ed  colour,  and  looked  at  the  jeweller 
in  a  nanner  which  convinced  him  how 
much  he  was  disconcerted  with  the  news. 


I  am  Rurpris(*d  at  what  you  inform  me, 
he;  a  greater  misibitiine  could  ix)t  belal 
me.  All !  said  he,  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  if 
what  vou  tell  ine  be  true,  I<am  undone! 
Has  Ebn  Tliaher,  who  was  all  my  comtort. 
in  whom  I  nut  all  my  confidence,  lefl  me^ 
I  cannot  think  of  living  siller  bo  cruel  m 
blow. 

The  jeweller  needcl  no  more  to  convince 
him  fully  of  the  prince  of  Persia's  violent 
pa^s^sjon,  which  Eon  Thaher  told  him  ofi 
mere  friendship  would  not  make  him  speak 
M);  nothing  hut  love  could  produce  such 
livolv  stMi.'^irions. 

The  prince  continued  some  moments  ab- 
sorbed m  those  melancholy  thoughts;  at 
last  he  lilted  up  his  head,  and  ralline one  of 
his  tservanti!,  (So,  said  ho,  to  Ebn  Thither^ 
htxise,  and  ask  some  of  his  domestics  if  he 
be  ofone  to  Balsora:  run,  and  come  back 
(luickly,  and  tell  me  what  you  hear.  While 
the  servant  wa.»  gone,  the  jeweller  encka- 
voure<i  to  entertain  the  prince  of  Penia 
with  indiflerent  subiects:  but  the  prince 
^avc  little  heed  to  him :  he  was  a  prey  tt> 
tlital  ?rief.  Sometimes  he  could  not  per* 
suade  nimself  that  Ehn  Thalier  was  gone, 
and  at  other  times  he  did  not  doubt  of  it, 
when  he  reflected  upon  the  conversation  he 
h:ul  with  him  the  hist  time  he  saw  him,  and 
tlie  abrupt  manner  in  which  he  Ictl  him. 
•  At  liist  the  prince's  ij^ervant  returned,  and 
reported  that  he  had  spoken  with  one  of 
Eon  Thaller's  servants,  who  assured  him 
that  he  had  been  gone  two  days  to  Balsoitt. 
As  I  came  from  Ebn  Thaher's  house,  added 
the  Fervant,  a  nlave  well  dresisetl  met  me; 
and  after  nhe  had  asked  me  if  I  hail  the 
honour  to  l)elong  to  you,  slie  told  me  she 
wanted  to  R))eak  with  you.  and  begged  at 
the  Mime  time  that  fIic  might  come  o\onm 
with  me:  she  is  in  the  outer  room,  and! 
believe  she  haft  a  letter  to  give  you  from 
some  |)erpon  of  consi^iuence.  The  prinee 
commanded  her  to  be  immediately  imn^ 
duceil,  not  doubting  but  it  was  Schenuelni* 
bar's  confidant  slave,  as  indeed  it  was.  The 
jeweller  knew  who  she  was,  havinc^  m 
her  several  times  at  Ebn  Thahcr^s  tioii 
She  could  not  have  come  in  a  better  til 
to  siive  the  prince  from  detipair.  Shea- 
luted  him. 

The  ]>rince  of  PerBi«a  returned  the  saluis 
of  Schemschiihar's  confidant.  The  jewelkr 
arose  as  soon  as  he  £%iw  her  appear,  and  re- 
tired, to  leave  them  at  liberty  to  oonveme 
togetiier.  The  confidant,  atler  she  had  ooe- 
verped  some  time  with  the  prince,  took  bsr 
leave  and  departed.  She  left  nim  quitt 
another  person  from  \vhat  he  was  beton; 
his  eyes  api^iutMl  brijjhter.  and  his  counte- 
nance more  gay ;  which  satistied  the  Jewel- 
ler that  the  gtHxl  slave  came  to  tdi  him 
something  iiivourable  to  his  amour. 

The  jeweller  liaving  taken  his  pljMe 
again  near  the  prince,  said  to  him,  smiling; 
I  sec.  prince,  you  have  buainesa  of  impor- 
tance at  the  caliph's  palace.    The  pnaot 
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of  Penia,  afltonished  and  alarmed  at  this 
dMCouTM,  answered  the  jeweller.  What 
leads  you  tOBUppoue  thiil  I  have  uuFiiit^i 
at  the  caliph's  puhtce  ? — I  jud^^e  ai,  re|iiictl 
the  jeweller,  by  the  t^Uive  tlml  u  i^tnie  loilh. 
Ami  10  whom,  think  jou. lielonirs this  nIuvc i 
raoiieil  the  prince. —  To  »Si:lieniM'hiihar,  the 
calipli^A  Ikvourite,  aiiBweiiMl  the  jeweller. 
1  know,  continued  he,  bolli  the  ;iUive  mid 
lier  nuitrew,  wlu)  hiL4  M-vnal  Uinvti  done 
nie  the  lionour  to  (Hune  to  my  1k.>u>4*  and 
buy  jewels  Deiiides,  I  knuwiliar  Si'lirm- 
seaidiar  kceiM  not  hi  n^^  H.rr('t  t'roin  this 
slave;  aihl  I  huve  laei'ii  InT  iro  and  rtitin' 
fbr  fievcnil  days  alunir  tlu?  ^h'e«•is.  a^  I 
thouifht,  very  much  inm(»le<i :  1  inia.rined 
that  it  WU8  tor  isonie  atiiiii*  ul'  oon^eiiuence 
concerning  her  mistie:«<. 

Tlic  jewellers  wurtis  did  nnicii  trouhie 
the  prince  ol'PerKiiu  lie  wmild  not  nay  eo^ 
■ud  he  to  himt«eir.  it'  he  did  nut  .^u.'^iK'Ct,  or 
rather  was  not  uctiuaiiited  with  my  >>eci-et. 
He  remained  uilent  1(m' Mime  lime.  ih)I  know- 
ing what  course  to  take.  At  last  he  heiran. 
and  said  to  the  jeweller  Vou  have  told  me 
thingH  which  make  me  lieiieve  that  yon 
know  yet  more  than  you  liave  aniuainted 
with  -,  it  concents  my  it;|H>>e,  that  I  lie 


perfectly  intbrmcd ;  I  conjure  you,  tliere- 
ibre.  not  to  conceal  any  tliini;  I'mm  me. 

Then  the  jeweller,  who  d«sirod  nothing 
more,  gave  him  a  pariirular  account  of 
what  mid  passed  htHwixt  Khn  Thahrr  aiid 
himself:  he  let  him  know  tliat  he  was  in- 
furmcd  ol*  his  corn'si)i)ndence  with  Si'hem- 
•ehiihar,  and  ior:^ot  iH)t  to  tell  him  that  Ebn 
Thaher,  alarmed  at  the  danirer  ot'  l>ein^ 
his  confidant  in  the  matter,  had  comnium- 
cateii  to  him  liis  uiteniion  of  retiring  to 
Balaora,  to  stay  there  until  I h<*  r^torm  which 
he  dreaded  sliould  be  blown  over.    This  he 
has  executed,  added  the  jeweller :  and  I  am 
■urpriaed  liow  he  could  determine  hiiiie^df 
to  abaiKkMi  you,  in  tiie  condition  he  iiilorm- 
ed  me  you  wiw  in.    As  lur  iiie.  prince,  1 
confecH  1  am  moved  with  com|)a>si(in  to- 
wards you,  and  am  come  to  otl(*r  you  my 
Kfvice;  and  if  you  do  me  ihe  liivourto  ac- 
cept of  it,  I  engaire  iii>  K'lf  to  Ik;  n.<  faithliil 
to  you  as  Ebn  Thaher;  U'siiie^,  I  pRuiiise 
to  be  more  reAilute.  I  am  ready  to  sacritici^ 
my  honour  and  liie  lor  you ;  anil,  that  you 
may  not  doubt  of  my  Hinccrity.  I  swear  by 
all  that  is  tucred  in  our  n*liirion.  to  kre'p 
your  secret  invioluble.  ^  Ik;  |i«'i-suadeil  then, 
prince,  that  vou  will  fuul  in  me  the  friend 
whom  you  nave  lost.    This  ilis4:our<:e  cn- 
eourageii  the  prince,  and  comtI)rted  him 
under  Ebn  TliaherV  al>»4Mice.    1  am  very 
Ifiad,  said  he  to  the  jeweller,  to  find  in  yoii 
a  reparation  of  my  lass :  I  want  words  to 
express  tlie  obligations  I  am  under  to  you. 
I  pray  God  to  recomiMiiae  your  generoKity, 
and  I  accent  youroblii^inj^  oifer  witli  all  my 
heart.    Believe  me,  contumed  he,  So  hem- 
aelnihar^s  coniSdant  came  to  speak  to  me 
coneeming  you :  she  told  roe  that  it  was  you 
who  advim  Ebn  Thaher  to  go  from  Bag- 


dad: these  were  the  lapt  words  she  spoke  to 
m<*  when  idle  went  away,  and  she  seemed 
Iiersuaded  of  what  she  said ;  but  they  do 
nf)t  do  you  justice.  1  doubt  not,  alter  what 
ynu  have  ti»ld  me,t>hc  14  deceived.  Prince^ 
i-eplieil  the  jeweller,  I  Jiave  liafl  the  honour 
to  give  you  a  faithful  account  of  my  con* 
versation  with  Ebn  Thaher.  It  is  true, 
when  lie  told  me  he  meant  to  retire  to  Bal- 
sora.  I  did  not  op|>(h%'.  liLs  design,  but  seiid 
la*  WiLs  a  wist^  and  prudent  man;  but  let 
not  this  ]  I  re  vent  your  putting  confidence  in 
nie.  I  am  n*adv  to  htvc  you  with  all  ima- 
•r  ilia  Ilk*  zeal,  if  you  ilu  not  make  any  use 
of  my  s*  TV  ice,  this  ^hall  not  hinder  me  from 
keeping  your  t^^cret  relisriously,  according 
to  niy  oiith. — I  have  already  told  you,  re- 
plied tlie  prince,  that  1  did  not  belie x'e  what 
the  contidant  s'lid :  it  is  lier  zeal  which  in- 
spiretl  her  with  this  groundless  suspicion, 
and  you  ousrht  to  excuse  it,  as  1  do. 

They  continued  their  convereatkm  ior 
}iom(^  time,  and  consulted  together  about 
the  ina»t  convenient  means  to  keep  up  the 
princeV  corres]iundeiice  with  Schemselni- 
har.  They  agi  ireil  to  begin  by  undeceiving 
the  contidant.  who  was  so  unjustly  prcpo^ 
sessed  asrainst  the  jeweller.  The  prince 
eiuraged  to  remove  her  miistake  the  first 
time  he  saw  her  aj^aiii,  and  to  entreat  her 
to  address  herself  to  the  jeweller  whenever 
she  n light  brimr  letters,  or  any  otlier  inlbr* 
mat  ion,  fi-oni  lier  mistnvs  to  him.  In  short, 
they  agre<Ml  that  t»heout;ht  not  to  come  so 
lifi|uently  to  tht;  iirinee^s  housf%  because 
thereby  tfhe  might  iciid  to  the  discovery  of 
what  it  w:t-<of  ho  great  importance  to  con- 
ceal. At  laxt  the  jeweller  arofC,  and  atler 
having  again  entreated  the  i>ri nee  of  Persia 
to  ]>lace  an  unrctfervcd  conndciice  in  him, 
lie  withdrew. 

The  i(>WL'ller  returidng  to  his  house,  pei^ 
ceived  tH'tbre  him  a  letter,  which  somebody 
had  tiropiied  in  the  fe^trect.  He  took  it  up. 
and  iis  it  Wiu:  not  K:alcd,  he  opened  it,  and 
found  it  conceived  in  ther^e  terms : 

A   Letter  from   Si'hcmsdnihar  to  tkt 
Prince  uf  Persia, 

'  I  learn  from  my  confidant  a  piece  of 
news,  which  irives  me  no  It^v  conceni  than 
it  niiut  :rive  you.  liy  losing  Ebn  Thaher, 
we  liave  iiidred  sulK'n^l  a  great  loss;  but 
let  iK)t  this  hinder  you.  dear  nrince,  tram 
thinkimr  tn  iinv^Tve  vounielf.  If  our  confi- 
dant h:is  alKUidoned  us  through  a  panic 
fear,  let  us  consiiler  that  it  is  a  misfortune 
which  we  could  i:ot  avoid.  1  conlm  Ebn 
Tlialier  h;t<  leti  n-:  at  a  time  when  we  niost 
luxnled  his  astsirl.uice ;  but  let  us  fortify  our- 
selves by  patiei.ive  against 'the  unexi^ected 
stn)ke,  liikl  let  us  not  tbrhear  to  love  one 
another  constantly.  Fortify  your  heart 
against  this  mislbrtune.  The  object  of  our 
wishes  is  not  to  be  obtaineil  without  trouble. 
Let  us  not  be  discouraged,  but  hope  that 
heaven  will  favour  us :  ana  that,  aAer  m 
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nuaf  mffielianLwariull  a 
tamptiahownt  oi'  our  de 
le  the  jeweller  n 


MmpliihDHnt  oi'  our  deiires.    Adieu.' 
While  the  jeweller  wa«  cflnveraiiw _ 

the  prince  i>t'Peiiia,ihe  confidant  hoB  time 


hoppy 

dieu.' 

^niiif  with 


tannim  to  the  uala<_.  _ 

to  her  nuKTOM  the  ill  neWHOt'Ebn  Ttia- 
her^  departure.  Sehcmaelnihar  iniine<Ii- 
Mdr  WTfUe  Ihia  letter,  aiid  sent  back  her 
eMmuit  with  it  V>  the  prince  ol'  Peraia, 
but  die  neslijsently  dropped  iu 

The  jeweller  waa  glad  to  find  It^for  it 
*'''■"■         ■"'  -11  opponunilyol  jubIi- 


fbniiibed  hini  with  ai 


ha4  read  it.  he  perceived  the  sla' 

Sir  it  with  the  greatest  anxiety,  fmu  jmihin^ 

about  eveiy  where.    He  clewed  ii  ninu'it 

Sickly,  and  put  it  into  his  boeoni ;  hui  liic 
ve  observed  him,  aiid  running  to  him, — 
Sir,  nid  she,  I  have  dropped  a  letter,  which 
JMU  had  just  now  in  your  hand ;  I  bcMech 
you  to  restore  it.  The  jeweller,  taking  no 
notice  that  he  heard  her,  continued  his  way 
till  he  came  to  hii  liouse.  He  did  not  shut 
(he  door  after  him,  that  the  conlidant,  who 
followed  him,  might  come  in.  She  did  ao ; 
Mtd  when  ^e  came  to  his  chamber,  Sir, 
■■id  (tie  to  him,  you  can  make  no  use  of  that 
Utter  you  have  found  ;  and  you  would  not 
hesilaie  to  return  it  to  me,  if  you  knew 
fiwn  wfaem  it  cajne,  and  to  whom  it  is  di- 
raeud.  Bendes,  aiktw  me  to  tell  you,  you 
"^    enlyk. 


nid  to  her,  la  not  this  letter  from  Scbci- 
•elnjhar,  and  is  it  nit  direeled  to  the  prince 
of  PeretB  7  The  slave,  who  e:(pected  no 
anch  question,  blushed.  The  question  em- 
bariamca  you,  replied  he ;  but  I  usaure  you 
I  do  not  put  it  mahlv.  I  could  huve  giveii 
700  the  letler  in  tne  street,  but  I  wished 
you  to  Ibllow  me,  on  purpose  that  1  might 
come  to  ennio  explanalioii  wilh  you.  i»  it 
jiut,  tell  me,  to  impute  Hnunhiippynccident 
topootili:  who  no  wiiyiicontribnted  towarilH 
it/  Yet  tliis  i^-ou  huve  done,  in  telliii);  ttic 
vrince  of  Persia  Ihm  it  waa  1  who  adviwid 
Ehn  Timber  to  leave  Bit^dad  Kir  his  own 
•aleiy.  I  do  not  intend  to  Inm;  time  in  justi- 
fying mjriiclf  to  you ;  it  ix  enough  lliiit  the 
prince  of  Pendn  ii  fully  perK-u:idc<l  of  my 
innocenoe  in  thii  matter :  I  wilt  only  tell 
ynu,  tliiit  inrleail  of  contributing  to  Ebn 
Thnher's  departure,  I  have  been  trstrcnielv 
afllicted  at  it ;  not  bo  much  fmrn  my  fiienil- 
■hip  to  him,  ai  out  ot'  tiimi'ai<''iiin  thr  lite 
condition  he  left  the  prit«e  of  Peivia  in, 
wbue  eorrei^vimlciice  with  Scheitif«lnilinr 
he  has  diK»v«rMl  to  nie.  As  soon  or  I 
knew  certainly  that  Ebn  Thuhernna  gone 
I'mn  Ba|^lad,  t  went  and  i)re*eiitt^l  mviwll' 
to  the  iMincG,  in  wlxwe  hoibc  ymi  Ibuml  rue. 
Id  inlbrm  him  of  thin  new^  and  to  oUer  Jiini 
the  taiDB  Krvice  which  he  did  him  ;  and 
pravkled  yon  nut  the  name  confidsnoe  in 
aw  thU  ytn  did  in  Ebn  Thaher.  it  will  be 
ronrownfiuilliryouda  not  makflKyM-' 


sistaneeofuaeloyini.   Inlbnn  your  nwtreai 
of  what  I  have  told  you ;  ana  aMure  bv 


of  having  Bocritic^  inyKlf  lor  two  kiven 
so  worthy  of  one  imotlier. 

The  confidant,  alter  having  beanl  tfaa 
jeweller  with  j^reut  nititiliiclion,  Mgg<id  him 
to  nardon  the  ill  ojiinion  ehe  had  coDceiroJ 
of  nimj  tor  the  ziial  she  had  ibr  her  mi^ 
tress's  mtereet.  I  am  beyond  measure  rtad, 
added  she,  that.  t!cheini<einihar  nno  thii 
prince  have  Ibinid  in  vou  a  peiwm  n  fit  to 
supply  Ebn  Tliuhei'H  place.  1  will  not 
fuA  to  convince  my  niihtieae  of  the  ^ood 
will  you  bear  tiur. 

Alter  the  conlidaiit  had  testified  to  the 
jeweller  her  joy  to  dee  liim  so  welldivpossd 
to  terve  ISchem«elnihnr  ajid  tlie  prince  ot 
'Persia,  the  jeweller  took  the  letter  out  at' 
hid  boami.  and  restored  it  to  lier,  leyiiy, 
Oo.  carry  il([uickly  to  the  prince  of  Perus, 
and  come  back  this  way,  that  I  may  mc 
the  ■lls^ver.  Forget  not  to  give  him  ■■ 
account  of  our  conversatton. 

The  confidant  took  the  letter  and  eanind 
it  to  the  prince,  who  answered  it  imnwdi- 
ately.  Sheretumed lolhe ^weller'H tnu* 
to  show  him  the  answer,  which  wii*  in  than 


Your  nreciouf  letter  had  a  great  efleei 
upon  me,  but  not  so  great  aa  I  could  haw 
wished.  Yoii  endeavour  to  conilbrt  mc  ter 
the  loss  of  Ebn  Timber ;  alud  f  bowrrvcr 
sensible  I  am  oi'  this,  it  is  but  the  le«itd 
my  troubles.  You  know  there  Imubtes,  and 
you  kiiowalmlhut  ytmrprrM>nrei]loiieean 
cure  me.  When  will  tlie  timi-  eonit:  that  I 
shall  enjoy  it  willioiit  fear  oibein^  deiirived 
ofit  nu)wlongdu«vjit>4M;in  tonielorslinll 
we  flutter  ourn-lve:'  that  we  may  <?%-er  •(« 
it  1  Ymi  comniund  me  to  pitvi'r^'e  mi^vll*; 
1  will  oliey  you,  since  I  liuvc  renonnred  my 


ihe  wan  S'Nng  " , 

misli'eES  to  put  the  ^aine  confidenc*  in  yvq 
that  8ho  did  in  Elm  'I'halier :  you  xhall  bear 
ol'  nie  to-morrow.  Acroi  dingly  tie«t  ttay 
she  returned  with  a  pleaMtut  enuntenanec 
Your  vcrv  looks.  Hiiiil  tie  m  her.  iiiloiin  a» 
that  you  nave  brnusht  Srheinielnihar  to 
the  point  you  wiFlicdtnr.  It  if  true,  eaid 
the  confidant,  and  yuu  Fhnll  hrar  how  I  tC- 
tecled  it.  1  limiid  yivlerdiiy,  continued  ahi^ 
^tkemeelnilair  ex|iertui(t  n 


eves  j  and  whiii  she  had  doi>e,  I  raw  ttaM 
Hie  had  atMndoned  hereell'  to  her  dmmI 
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•»««  of  Owl.  to  alarm  youranlf  110  (art her 
jn  that  heno.  We  have  ibuiid  another 
who  oitferB  hiniflelt'to  obli^  ^'ou  with  e(|ual 
seal,  and,  what  U  yet  luoro  ini]x>rtaiit.  witli 
greater  courage.  Then  I  s|»ke  to  her  of 
you,  continued  the  tilave.  and  acquainted 
ber  witli  the  motive  whicn  led  you  to  the 
prince  of  PcreiaV  lioose :  in  short,  I  aAt>ureil 
Der  that  you  would  inviolably  koon  t lie  se- 
cret betwixt  her  and  tlie  pi  nee  of  Pereia, 
and  that  ^'ou  vros  reiiolvcd  to  favour  their 
amoui'  with  all  your  mij^ht.  She  M'cnied 
to  be  niucli  relieved  hv  my  discourse.  Ah ! 
what  ohligation<;,  Kiid  slie,  ai-e  tlK*  priiiro 
ol'  Persia  and  I  under  to  thiii  honest  man 
vou  speak  ol'!  I  niu^t  be  anmaihti-il  wiiii 
nim  and  see  him.  that  1  may  hear  t'lxnii  liir. 
own  niouth  wluit  you  toll  nu'.  and  thank 
him  lor  such  an  imheui'd-ol'  ]>ii-ci'  of  isvuv- 
w»iiy  tuwanlk)  iierauuH  thai  la.*  is  iiu  way 
obii^d  to  concern  him^>ir  witli.  The  sidit 
ol'  him  will  f^ivt*  nu?  plciisure,  and  1  hliall 
omit  nothing  to  ouutinn  him  in  tiioK:  good 
■eiuiment8.  Fall  not  to  brins^  him  to  me 
to-morrow.  T 1  leretbre,  ^ir,  in:  so  ^^uod  ns  to 
go  witli  me  to  tJie  iKilace. 

Tlie  confitbiurH  discourse  |)eri)lexed  the 
jeweller.  Your  mi^tnvic:,  rci>lii-d  he.  mu«t 
alk>w  ine  to  eav,  that  she  lui^  n«>t  duly  con- 
iklered  what  she  re<iuin*i$()t'mo.  Ebn  Tha- 
beHs  accees  to  tlie  c;dinh  ^ave  liini  ailmis>- 
sion  every  where,  and  tlie  ollioeni:  who  khe\y 
him,  alk)wed  him  tree  acce^  to  Sch('m>elni-' 
har*e  palace ;  but  as  tor  me,  how  tlare  1  ou- 
ter 1  You  see  clearly  that  it  n  iin|K)ssible. 
1  entreat  you  to  repre«ienttoSchonk^flnihar 
the  resiflons  which  prevent  me  tix>m  {anviii^^ 
her  that  ratibtart ion,  mul  acquiiint  her  wiili 
ail  the  ill  con^'quoncos  that  Nxt^uld  attend  ii. 
ir^lie  considtrrw  it  ever  ho  little,  t-he  would 
fiofi  that  it  would  exiJone  me  neudle&:ly  lu 
vcr%'  i^retU  danirer. 

The  coididnitt  endeavoured  to  encAnira^* 
the  jeweller:  Can  you  believe,  siiitl  she, 
tliat  S(dleln^ehlih:lr  Is  ko  unre;iM)nable  iu» 
by  bringing  you  to  Ium'.  to  cxikaic  \ou  to  the 
J»net  diiniri;r,  Iruin  wiiieh  .«lie  exiicct.<'t4)ini- 
portaiit  t!er\*ice.s  i  (.-oufiider  with  yoiiix'ij* 
that  therein  ih)1  the  !(>a^t  a|>;>4'aranre  o:' 
httk  Ibr  you:  my  mia'tre^s  a:ut  I  aie  too 
much  intereiited  iji  thi-'  atl'tirio  involve  you 
in  HIIV  danger.  You  iiiLiy  dei  e:  «l  111  on  nie, 
and  leave  youi'^'lt'  to  my  1*4)1  id  not.  A  tier 
the  tliiii!^  IS  i>ver,  yoM  wiij  Ik;  ttu*  tii>t  to 
GOntew  that  your  lea;*  \vii.<  ^.'-rouiulie.'^. 

The  jeweller  \jelil«:d  to  tlie  ronlidanlV, 
dipcuuriit!.  auil  ro-^'  up  to   tulU»\v  i.er;  hiil ' 
nolwill)iitandiiiir  hl^  UuL>ieiI  I'ourii&re.  he  was  ■ 
Kized  with  i«ncli  lern»r,  iluithis  wliole  iNidy 
creinble*!.    In  vour  pre>i-ht  r:taie.  .>iud  r^he, 
I  |ierc«ive  it  will  l»e  U'tler  tl»r  yon  to  suiy  at 
home,  and  that  S*hemi«lnihar  should  take 
ctfher  niea«uretf  to  bee  you.^  It  is  nut  to  be 
doubted,  but  tliat  to  witisly  her  dctfin*,  fdie 
will  oome  hither  hcrKlt*;  the  caue  being  ho, 
■r,  I  would  not  liave  you  1^    I  am  per- 
*  sd  it  will  not  be  Ion'  ere  }'ou  see  her 
ID  you.    The  confidant  lbre«HW  this ; 
S 


fbrnhe  no  sooner  informed  8chenuelnihar  of 
tlie  ieweller'tt  fear,  but  tdie  prepared  to  go  to 
his  houkt^.  « 

He  i;eceive<l  her  with  all  tlie  exprefwiam 
of  profound  i-ev^itect.  When  slve  sat  down, 
heinir  a  little  iiitii^ued  with  coming,  she  un- 
veiled lierBclt*  and  let  tlie  jeweller  ece  such 
beauty,  its  convince  I  him  that  the  prince  of 
PeiYsia  wai:  excuifiible  in  giving  his  heart  to 
the  ca!ii)h'ti  t'avuurite.  Then  slie  siduted 
rlie  jeweller  with  a  graceiul  air,  and  8ui<l  to 
him,  I  could  r.ot  hear  witli  wliat  zeal  you 
have  en|f;i;Lreil  in  thei>rince  of  Peraiu'ri  con- 
i'eriih  ami  in  ine,  without  immediateiy  Ibrm- 
ih*:  a  der'ij^ii  to  expre^s  my  gratitude  in 
|K.'r.<4)ii.  I  thank  heaven  lor  having  dO  ^oon 
made  up  Khn  Thaher»>  locs. 

S'henix'lnihar  Haiti  many  other  obliging 
thiuir.'^  to  the  jeweller,  atler  which,  i^he  re- 
turned to  her  palace.  Tlie  jeweller  went 
immediately  to  give  an  account  oi*thiis  visit 
to  the  prince  ot'Pcrk*ia.  wlui  siiid  to  him  an 
.soon  as  he  :«iw  him,  I  have  exiiecttfd  you 
iniiKitiently.  The  tru.-^ty  tdave  hiis  brought 
me  a  letter  I'rom  her^  inifitre^ ,  but  it  does 
not  n*lieve  me.  Wliutever  tlie  lovely 
Schenujelniluir  vaya,  1  dare  not  hope  lor  ui^ 
thing ;  my  luitience  !&  at  an  end ;  I  Know  not 
now  wliat  meiisure^to  t;«ke.  EbnTluiher's 
deiKirture  makei*  me  deI^pair:  he  was  n^ 
only  Kupiiort — 1  Kvt  all  by  k)iung  himjl 
llattea'd  myM.'ll'with  Mjme  rioi)es  by  reason 
ot'his  ac^4^tiIt  to  Schenittelnihar. 

Alter  tlu^  word:s,  whk;h  the  prince  |)ro- 
iiounced  with  k>  much  eiigerne«s,  tliat  he 
jrave  the  jeweller  no  time  to  interrupt  hinip 
he  Kiid  to  the  prim-e,  No  nuui  can  take  more 
inteit^t  in  yom*  alHictiun  than  1  do;  tuid  it' 
you  will  have  iKitience  tolu^r  me^yuu  will 
jxiireive  that  I  can  ndieve  you.  Vixui  this, 
the  prince  held  his  ])eace'aiul  listened  to 
him.  1  see  very  well,  saiil  the  jeweller,  that 
the  only  wav  to  ^ive  >(m  isiitisliiction  is  to 
lull  u|>on  a  plan  tliat  will  atlord  you  an  0|>- 
poit unity  to  ctJUver.'itr  freely  with  Sohein^l- 
nihar.  ^riiis  1  wish  to  )>rocure  you.  and  to- 
moiiKiw  will  M.*t  alN)ut  It.  You 'must  by  no 
means  oximlh.*  vuurself  to  enter  Schemtsehu- 
harV  |)alace:  you  know  by  exp«Tiunoe  the 
i|an:fer  of  tkit  step :  I  known  litter  place 
lor  this  interview,  where  you  will  be  Mile, 
>\'lie:i  the  jeweller  had  finished  .'«|ieaking. 
t)ie  p:  ii >ce  endtraced  him  with  trais.'«|Xjrti>  ol 
joy.  You  ii'vive.siiiil  he.  by  thi^  cliarming 
{i.oiiiise,  a  wretched  lover,  who  was  coii- 
.ieniiied  to  die.  I  r^eir  that  you  have  fully 
n>|t;iii-ed  the  lossof  Ehn  Thaher:  whatever 
Vou  lio  Will  Ik'  well  done ;  I  leave  myeelf  eji- 
iirely  to  your  c^iuduot. 

After  the  prince  had  thus  tluuiked  him 
lor  luK  zeal,  the  ^iewcller  returned  home, 
ing  Sxhiuiirielniliar'sconfidiuu 


and  next  morning 

came  to  him.  He  toUl  her  tliat  he  had  given 
the  prince  of  Persiai  hoi)eB  tliat  he  should 
see  Schemselnihar  speedily.  I  am  come  on 
pumse,  answered  she.,  to  concert  measures 
with  rou  lor  that  end.  I  think,  continued 
she,  tms  house  will  be  eoDvenaeot  enough 
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fcr  their  mteniew.  I  could  rpccive  them 
very  well  here,  n'plicil  he ;  but  1  think  thoy 
will  have  more  liboitv  in  suiothtT  lioiw  ol* 
mine,  where  nolxi'ly  fivi's  nt  nivrjpiit ;  I  will 
«iuickl>'  furnish  it  Itir  ilieir  rrcoplion.  TIktp 
remains  nothin^r  thou  Inr  me  to  do,  reiilied 
the  confidant,  but  to  brinir  Schomr^plnihar 
to  consent  to  it.  I  will  <^o  and  f^i^oiik  to  hi>r, 
and  return  speedily  witli  an  flll^^w^l•. 

She  WfiR  as  dili^rcnt  as  her  ixtinusc ;  and 
returning  to  the  j«?welkM',  told  him  lliat  hi-r 
mifltress  >vould  not  liiil  to  keep  the  aiMmiiit- 
ment  in  the  evening'.  In  the  niran  time,  she 
gave  him  a  min^',  and  loM  him  it  was  to 
prepare  a  collation.  Hi*  carri«'d  hor  innm^ 
diately  to  the  hons<?  wlu-n;  tin-  lovrrs  wvvv 
to  meet,  that  she  nii^hi  know  whither  to 
bring  her  mistifv.-? ;  anil  wheri  >1m'  was  L'^ont*. 
he  went  to  borrow  th)m  his  Irirnds  ^'old  and 
silver  plate,  taptvtry,  rich  cnshioi?ti,  nihl 
other  furniture,  with  whichhc  furnishrd  the 
house  ver^'  ma<^riificcntly ;  and  when  he  had 
put  all  thmgain  order,  he  wont  to  the  prince 
ofPeraia. 

You  may  easily  conceive  the  prince  ol' 
Persia's  joy,  when  the  jeweller  tuld  him  that 
he  came  to  conduct  Inm  to  the  hou^e  he  hml 
pre])ared  to  receive  him  and  Srhi'mr*eli!ihar. 
This  new-made  him  forget  all  his  Ibrmer 
troubles.  He  put  on  a  magnificent  robe, 
and  went  without  his  retinue  along  with  the 
jeweller,  who  led  him  throuirh  pcvenil  by- 
streets, that  nolKidy  misrht  obser\'e  them. 
and  at  last  brought  him  to  the  house,  when? 
they  converseil  together  until  SchenLselni- 
liar  ciime. 

They  did  not  stay  long' for  this  passionate 
lover ;  s^he  came  ai)er  evening  prayer  with 
her  confidant  and  two  other  siavjv*.  It  is 
im]x>«ihle  to  express  the  excess  of  joy  that 
seized  tlwsi*  two  kivers  when  they  siiw  one 
another:  they  siit  down  t(»gether  u\Km  a 
Hofa,  looking  ujion  one  another  lor  f^ome 
time,  without  wing  able  to  sjteak.  they 
were  so  much  overjoyed,  but  wiien  thei'r 
Hp(»ech  returned,  they  soon  made  up  lor 
their  silence.  They  said  to  each  other  so 
many  lendi*r  things,  iL<  made  the  jeweller, 
the  confidant,  and  the  t  wo  other  slaves  \\'00]\ 
The  jeweller,  however,  re>trained  histeaiv, 
to  attend  to  the  rojhition,  which  hebrouirht 
in  himrrc'll*.  The  lovers  ate  and  dnmk  little, 
afler  which  thev  Sill  *lown  airaiii  upon  the 
Bolii.  Schem<elnihar  aj^ked  the  jeweller  it* 
he  had  a  lute,  or  any  other  instrument. — 
The  jeweller,  wiio  toiik  care  to  prt)vide  all 
that  could  please  her.  brouifht  her  a  lute  ; 
rihe  siient  some  time  in  tmiing  it,  and  then 
ipun^. 

While  Srhemwdnihar  wj\s  chamiinir  the 

{irince  ofPeri-ia,  ami  expi-essing  heriwi*jiou 
ly  words  coniixjpeil  extempore,  a  great  noise 
was  heard,  and  iitnnediately  the  slave  whom 
the  jeweller  hiul  brou":htwith  him,  came  in 
a  great  fright,  to  tell  liim,  that  some  people 
were  breaking  in  at  the  gate,  that  he  asked 
who  it  ivas,  but  instead  of*an^'  answer,  the 
blows  were  redoubled.   The  jeweller  being 


alarmed,  lefl  Schcmselhinar  and  the  prince 
to  £ro  and  intorm  him.'^lfofttie  truth  ot'thii 
l»ad  news.  No  sooner  was  he  got  into  the 
court,  tlian  he  saw,  notwithstanding  the 
darknt.'Sf)  of  the  night,  a  c/)mf)an^  of  men, 
armed  with  bayoiicts  and  scimitare,  who 
liad  brr»ken  the  gale,  and  came  directly  to- 
wards him.  He  stood  close  to  a  wall  for 
tear  of  his  life,  and  saw  ten  of  them  nesi 
without  l)eine  iHiiceived  by  them.  Finain^ 
he  could  give  no  great  assistance  to  ihe 
prince  ot'Pei-sia  and  S<'hemselnihar,  he  con- 
tented him?=elf  with  lamenting  their  late, 
and  tied  tor  ret'ugc*  to  a  neighbour's  house, 
who  was  not  yet  gone  to  bini.  He  did  riot 
doulit  hut  this  unexiieeted  violence  was  by 
the  oalipir^ order,  who,  he  thought,  haii  been 
iniorintrd  r)t'  his  titvourite's  meeting  the 
prince  of  Persia  there.  He  heard  a  great 
noise  in  his  own  house,  which  conttnu«l  till 
nu'd night ;  and  when  all  wiis  quiet,  as  he 
thought,  lie  desircfl  his  neighbour  to  lend 
him  a  scimitar;  and  being  thus  armed,  went 
on  till  he  came  to  the  gate  of  his  own  noose. 
H*'  entered  the  court  full  of  fear,  and  per- 
ceived a  man.  who  asked  him  who  he  watf ; 
he  knew  by  liis  voice,  that  it  was  his  own 
slave.  How  did  yon  manage,  saict  he,  to 
avoid  being  taken  by  the  watch  ?  Sir,  an- 
swered the  slave.  1  hid  myf^lfinaenmerol 
the  court,  and  I  went  out  somon  as  I  heard 
the  noise.  Dut  it  was  not  the  watch  who 
broke  into  your  house ;  they  were  robbery 
who,  within  these  tew  days',  robbed  another 
hoase  in  the  neighbourhood ;  they,  doubt- 
lew,  had  notice  of  the  rich  furniture  you 
brought  hither,  and  had  that  in  view. 

The  jeweller  tliought  his  slave's  coi^jec* 
ture  proltable  enough  ;  he  visited  tlie  house, 
and  saw  that  the  mbhers  had  taken  all  the 
furnitnn^  out  of  the  chamber  where  he  re- 
ceived Schenis<?lnihar  and  her  lover  ;  that 
they  had  alsi>  carried  oil' the  gold  and  silver 
plate,  and.  in  a  woi-d,  had  left  nothing.^ 
Keing  in  this  condition.  O  heaven !  crieJIhe, 
I  am  irrecovei-ably  undone!  What  will  my 
Iriends  siiy,  and  what  excuse  can  1  make, 
when  1  ^-hall  tell  them  that  the  rohbere  have 
hioken  into  my  house,  and  ro^>l>ed  me  of  all 
they  had  generously  lent  me  M  shall  never 
ije  able  to  make  up  their  loss.  Beiidei^ 
what  is  become  of  »Schemselnihar  and  the 
prince  of  Persia  ?  This  husirK*t<x  will  be  m 
public,  that  it  will  l>e  im])Of«ible  but  it  muA 
reach  the  caliph's  care.  He  will  get  notice 
'if  this  nieetinsr,  and  I  shall  fall  ii  sacrifice 
to  his  tliry  !  The  slave,  who  was  very  much 
attached  to  him,  endeavoured  to  coinloil 
him.  As  to  8chemselnihar,  said  he.  the 
robbers  pi-obably  would  content  tliemselvet 
with  Ktrit)pinsf  her.  and  you  have  reason  tft 
think,  that  she  is  retired  to  her  palace  with 
her  slaves.  The  prince  of  Persia  is  proba* 
bly  in  tlie  same  condition ;  so  that  you  have 
reason  to  hope  tlie  caliph  will  never  know 
this  adventure.  As  lor  the  loss  your  friendi 
have  sustained,  that  is  a  misfortune  (hat 
you  could  not  avoid.  They  know  very 
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ihe  rohbew  arc  numcmiui,  that  they  have 
not  only  (lilhisred  the  hou:«  1  hiavc  ulreiuly 
itpokcii  nl,  but  many  ^  otiuT  hoiiMv;  ol'  the 
principal  nnhlcmcn  of  the  court;  and  thiry 
are  not  i^ot-ant,  that  iiotwithstaiulin;^  tiie 
ordera  ;^i\'en  to  appn'hciid  tluMii,  ii(>lMxly 
has  been  yet  able  lowizo  any  ofihem.  ^'ou 
will  be  ac(iuittetl  by  rcKtorini?  your  trieiuU 
the  value  of  the  tiiiiijrs  that  are  Ktoien,  and 
ble!»«d  be  G«xl,  vou  will  hiiveonouirh  leO. 

Waiting  till  Jay.  the  jeweller  ordewd  the 
slave  to  mend  the  street  <loor.  which  was 
bn)k<'n,  an  'well  au?  he  could  ;  al\er  winch  he 
returned  to  his  usual  evidence  with  his 
•lave,  making  melancholy  retlections  upon 
what  liad  hainHMied.  Khn  Tim  her,  «ud  he 
to  himsclti  has  bi^n  wIat  than  I :  iir  tore- 
saw  the  mi:f tort unc  into  which  I  have  blindly 
thrown  mytjelf;  would  to  G<mI  I  had  never 
medxllcil  in  this  intrigue,  which  will,  licr- 
hans,  coRt  me  my  lite ! 

It  wan  pcarcf!  day  when  the  report  ol'  the 
robbery  tniread  through  the  cit  v,  and  a  great 
manyofnis  Tricnds  and  neighliourfl  came  to 
his  house  to  expre.ss  their  concern  tor  his 
misfortune,  but  were  curiou;;  to  kiH)w  the 
pnrticuluns.  He  thanked  them  lor  their  at- 
icctbn,  and  had  at  least  the  coniaolation, 
that  he  lieard  nobody  mention  Schemsi'lni- 
harorthe  prince  ot'PertEia,  which  made  him 
believe  they  wvrc  at  their  houses,  or  in 
some  secure  place. 

"When  the  jeweller  was  alone,  his  Her\'jints 
brought  him  something  toeait,  but  he  could 
not  eat  a  bit.  Aliout  noon  one  ot'  his  r^liivoi^ 
csinit  lo  l^il  him  there  Wiis  a  man  at  tlie 
^te.  whom  he  knew  iK)t.  that  desired  to 
apeak  with  him.  The  .jeweller,  not  cluNtsing 
to  recei\'e  astnmger  into  lilshonM.',  n>H!  u|), 
and  went  to  s|)eak  with  him.  Thouirh  you 
tic  not  know  me,  said  tiie  man,  yet  I  kiu>w 
you,  and  I  am  come  to  talk  to  yuu  alxnit  an 
uniiortant  atliiir.  The  jeweller  desire>l  him 
to  come  in.  No.  answeivd  the  stnui-rer  j  il' 
you  please,  nit  her  take  the  tn)iiblc  to  go 
with  me  to  your  *)Thor  housi'.  How  know 
you,  rcplicti  the  iewelU^r,  thiil  I  have  iuu»- 
ther  house?  I  know  very  well,  answensl 
the  stTj^nger;  tt>llow  me,  and  do  not  tear 
any  thuig :  I  have  something  toctmununi- 
eate  to  you  which  will  |*leas<>!  you.  The 
jeweller  wvnt  innnediatelv  with  him  ;  and 
aAer  he  had  considereil  by  the  way  how 
the  house  they  were  going  to  wa^«  rohlHsl. 
he  said  to  him,  that  it  wiis  not  fit  to  i-ireivu 
him.^ 

Wlien  they  were  lie  tore  the  house,  and 
the  St  ranger  saw  the  gate  hah' broken  dowit. 
Kiid  he  to  t lie  jeweller,  I  siv  you  h«ive  told 
me  the  truth :  I  will  carry  y'oti  to  a  |>lac.e 
where  we  sliull  l)e  l»eiter  accouuiuhlated. — 
When  he  had  siiid  this,  he  w«'nt  on,  and 
wulkec}  all  the  n^st  of  the  day  without  stoin 
ping.  The  jeweller  b«i»ing  wt'ary  wit  Ji  vvalk- 
m|(,  \'exed  to  see  night  apr>rtKich,  an«l  that 
the  stranger  went  on  witliout  telling  him 
where  he  was  going,  began  to  k»n  \i'»  pa- 
tience, when  they  came  to  a  path  winch 


led  to  the  Tigris;  and  as  soon  as  they 
came  to  the  ri\  cr,  they  embarked  in  a  litde 
boat,  and  went  over.  The  strtuiger  led  the 
jeweller  tln-ough  a  long  ^reet,  where  ha 
had  never  t)een  betbre  in  his  liie :  and  aller 
he  had  bniught  him  through  I  know  not 
how  many  by-strcets,  he  stopped  at  a  gate, 
which  he  o|KMied.  He  caused  the  jeweller 
to  go  in:  then  he  biiiut  and  bolted  the  gate 
Willi  a  hu*re  iron  Ijolt,  :uid  conducted  nim 
to  a  chamber,  wheit;  there  wen;  ten  other 
men.  all  ol'  them  ;us  great  strangeiv  to  the 
Jfw«'lln-  its  he  that  hroinrht  him  hither. 

Tliesc  ten  men  received  the  jeweller  with- 
out any  complin  lent.-'.  They  bade  Jiim  sit 
down,  ot'  wii:ch  he  h;ul  gieiit  need:  tor  he 
was  not  only  out  ot'  breath  with  walking  so 
tiir.  l)ut  the  tear  he  was  in,  to  find  hiuisell 
with  ]H'op!e  whom  la;  thought  he  hiul  rea* 
i^ii  to  be  at 'raid  ol'.  would  have  diKtiblod  him 
i'mm  standing.  They  waited  lor  their  lefuJer 
to  go  to  .-'•upper,  and  as  Axm  as  he  came  it 
Wiis  served  u|).  They  witsheil  their  hands, 
o^)lig(*d  the  jeweller  to  do  the  like,  imd  to 
sii  at  table  with  them.  After  supiier,  the 
men  ii.<k<ui  him  it'  In*  knew  whom  he  spoke 
to  V  lleanswend.  No.  and  that  he  knew 
not  the  pliice  he  was  in.  Tell  ils  your  last 
niirht's  adventure,  said  thcv  to  him,  and 
concral  noihihg  t'rom  us.  The  jeweller,  be- 
iniT  astoni>he<i  at  this  disconrsi^  answered, 
iieniirmeii.  it  i.s  probidilu  you  know  it  al- 
ii'ady.  That  is  true,  i-e plied  they  -,  the 
young  man  and  the  young  ladv,  who  were 
at  your  houist*  }  ester-night,  told  it  us  ;  but 
we  won  111  kiMiw  it  I'roni  your  own^  mouth. 
The  jeweller  nt^fied  no  more  to  inlimn  him 
that  he  s|N)l{e  to  the  ri»l>liers  who  had  broken 
aiioand  I'lundehMl  his  hoia4\  (■entlemen, 
siiid  he,  I  am  much  tmubled  lor  that  young 
man  and  ladv;  can  you  give  mcaiiy  tid- 
iii'^soi'ihem  ? 

Ij'iMHi  the  jeweller's  int^uiry  ot'the  thio'es, 
it'  they  knew  any  thing  ot'  the  youns;  man 
and  tiie  young  lady,  they  answered,  Be  not 
concerne*!  tor  them — they  are  sjUe  ami  well. 
S)  sjtying.  they  showed  him  two  closets, 
where  llieya.»ured  hiin  thev  were«#e|ttiiute- 
ly  shut  up.  They  added.  We  ait;  inturnied 
you  alone  know  what  n*lates  lo  them,  which 
we  no  NOoiier  c«tme  to  uiidi'rsUmd,  but  we 
showiM  them  nil  iniairinable  resiiect,  and 
wt-re  t'o  tiir  ti-oin  <loing  iliem  any  injury, 
th.il  we  treated  them  with  all  poi»<ible  kino- 
ness on  your  ai nxnit.  We  answer  lor  the 
sune.  )»iiN'eedrd  ihry.  toryonrown  ))enion; 
you  may  put  unlimited  c/mlidiMice  in  us. 

The  jewrlji'r  U-iiri  enciiuntgtui  at  thi8| 
and  overioyeti  to  hear  iiuit  the  prince  ol 
I'ersi.i  and  ^>c!ieius4'lniliar  were  sale,  ro- 
f«)lM'tl  to  eiiLMj^f  the  roblN'rs  yet  tarther  in 
their  inlrresi.  lie  connneudi-d  them,  flat- 
teivd  them,  and  g-.tvc  them  a  thoasaii.l 
tMMKHlictions. — (■enlleinen,  ^iiid  he,  1  must 
conti'ss  1  have  not  the  hfHiour  to  know  you, 
yet  it  is  I H)  small  hap])iiiei!>b  to  me  tluit  i  am 
not  wholly  unknown  to  yoa :  and  1  can  never 
be  ^sufficiently  gratel'ul  tor  tlie  tavours  which 
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that  kiiuwic<l^  huB  procured  me  nt  your 
handd.  Not  to  mention  vour  ^reat  human- 
ity, I  am  fully  persuailetl  now  tiiiit  iiemuu* 
ok  your  chanirter  are  caimble  ot'  kee|)in'; 
a  fiocret  taithliilly ;  aiul  none  an  my  hi  to 
uidertake  a  great  enterprise,  whicli  >'(jii 
can  bttk  brin^^  to  a  j^ood  ii»uc  bv  yfmr  zeal, 
courn^,  and  mtrepiditv.  Con  tiding  in  thet>t^ 
qualities,  whicli  arc  iso  much  your  due,  I 
boait^itc  not  to  tell  you  my  whole  hicitory, 
with  that  ol' those  two  |)ersons  you  found  in 
my  liouae,  iinth  all  the  lidelity  you  desire 
mu. 

Alter  the  jeweller  luul  thu^  secured,  iis  lu; 
thought,  tlic  confidence  ol'  the  rulibcra.  he 
made  no  scruple  to  relate  to  them  the  whole 
amour  of*  the  prince  of'  PerHJa  and  Schcni- 
Mlnilmr,  from  the  l>c^innin2;  of  it  to  the 
time  he  receiveil  them  nito  his  house. 

The  robbers  were  greatly  {itftoniKhed  at 
all  the  particulanf  they  heard,  and  could 
not  forbear  crying  out,  How!  is  it  ixk^iblo 
tliat  the  youii.^  man  lihould  l>e  the  illuti- 
trioua  Ali  Ebn Ik'car,  prince  of  Persia,  and 
tiie  yonng  latly  the  liiir  and  celcbraiifd 
beauty  ScneniM^Inihar  ?  Tiie  jeweller  a^^- 
mired  them  nothing  wiv^  more  certain,  and 
tlrnt  they  nee<lcd  nut  to  think  it  ^tran^e, 
that  i)er!«rin8  of'tio  disLingnished  a  characier 
Klmuul  wish  not  to  l>e  kmiwn. 

Upon  this  iUMunim'e  of  their  quality,  the 
rdl)bi:rtf  went  iinincdialely,  one  alter  ano- 
ther, and  threw  theniK'lvfs  at  their  livt, 
implonng  their  pankin,  and  pi'OteMing  that 
iiolhingof  the  khid  woulil  have  hap|>ened 
to  them,  had  they  liei-n  inlunned  v\'  the 
qualitv  of  their  |)eivonr>  liollire  tliey  broke 
ijitci  the  house ;  and  that  tiiey  w«)ul.i  by 
their  liitiire  cundiiet  endeavnur  to  make 
ameiulii  flir  the  rrinit;  liu'y  had  thui*  i;;no- 
runtlv  committed.  Then  turning  to  (h<^ 
jeweller,  they  \M  him.  iliey  were  Iieariily 
florry  they  could  not  n.'Htore  to  hiin  ail  that 
had  been  taken  fhmi  him,  jKirt  ut'  it  being 
no  longer  in  (heir  iiosbc^ion ;  but  as  l(>r 
wlmt  ivmaiiied,  if' he  wuuM  content  himstrlf 
with  bin  iilatCi  it  should  be  fbithwith  put 
into  hill  hand. 

Thejeweller  was  overjoyed  at  thefiiyour 
done  lum,and  ul)er the  n)lil>eri< had  deliver- 
ed to  him  tlie  plate,  they  re4[uire«l  of  the 
prince,  Selienitichiihar,  and  him.  to  pmmise 
them  uiion  oath,  that  they  wuuKl  not  be- 
tniy  them,  ami  tliey  wouhl  rarry  tliem  to 
a  place  whence  they  might  eiuiily  go  to 
tlieir  re?<|)ective  homes.  The  prinei',  ^ciii'in. 
Kolnihiir.  and  the  jeweller,  replied,  that  tiu'v 
mi^^ht  I ely  on  their  words;  but,  Hnce  they 
dexireil  an  otith  of  tliem,  tht*v  solemnly 
ifwore  ikh  to  discover  tlu'in.  The  tnieves, 
riattrflied  witli  Uiis,  immediately  went  out 
with  tiiem. 

By  the  way,  the  jeweller,  uncarfy  at  nut 
weiiig  tlie  confidant  and  the  two  slaves, 
CAnie  up  to  Schem.seliiihar,  and  b(*gged  her 
ui  inlbnu  i  limwhut  wiu  become  of  them.  She 
nnswered,  iitie  knew  notliing  of  them,  and 
ih&t  all  idieoould  tell  him  wa?,  that  she  w«ib 


carried  away  from  \iU  hou:<!,  ferried  ovef 
the  river,  and  brought  tf»  the  place  frum 
whence  they  wt?re  jurt  ikw  come. 

Schemsi'lnihar  and  tlie  jeweller  hod  no 
tiirther  di^^ouive:  they  let  the  rpbberi  con- 
duct them  with  tlie  pnnce  to  the  river's  sida^ 
when  the  robbers  immediately  took  boat, 
and  carried  them  over  to  tlw  otJier  side. 

\Vhile  the  prince.  Schemt>elnihar.  luid  the 
jeweller,  wei-e  landing,  they  lieard  the  noM 
of  tlie  hon<(>|Nitr(>l  coming  towards  them. 
juat  iu«  the  boiit  arrived,  and  hatl  conveyed 
the  rublM'.n*  biick  by  dint  of  rowing. 

Tlie  commander  of  the  brii^le  demand- 
ed of  the  nrince,  Si'henit^lniluir,  and  the 
jeweller,  wlio  lhe\'  were,  and  whence  tliey 
came  ini  late.  Friirhtened  as  the/  were, 
and  aiipH'henave  of  raying  any  tiling  that 
might  nrejudice  them,  they  could  xiotf»peak; 
but  at  length  it  watt  ncH^-snary  tliey  i^iould : 
the  jeweller  limnd  his  tonirue,  hiit  mind  be- 
ing freer,  and  siiid.  Sir,  I  c«in  aasure  you. 
we  are  very  hone»t  iK'ople  of  the  citv,  and 
that  tJione  |)enple  who  have  iuKt  huidetl  us, 
mid  are  got  Inick  to  the  other  side  of'  tlie 
water,  arc  thieves,  who  luiving  lust  night 
bi-oken  o|«n  the  liiai^e  where  we  were, 
i)illaged  it,  and  aUerwards  carried  us  to 
their  qi«art«^rs,  wiiere,  by  liiir  wor*Irt.  we  pre- 
vailed on  them  to  let  1L4  have  our  liberty  ; 
and  they  brotight  ih  hitiier.  Thev  luiva 
restored  a<  part'oftlK^  IhNtty  theyJuuI  Uiken 
fan  11  us.  At  which  words  he  showed  the 
;  i»iiri'el  ot' plate  \iv.  Ii:ul  recovered. 

Tiie  comm.unier  notsiitislled  with  what 
the  jeweller  hiui  told  him.  came  up  tu  hint 
iiiui  the  prince  nt' Persia,  anil  looking  MeiU 
(ii>tly  at  them,  si  id.  Tell  me  truly,  wliu  m 
this  lady  /  How  eanie  vou  to  know  her  7 
and  wlu'n'al>oi:ts  tli>  von  live  i 

This  (|ii(>tioiienibarnLvtHl  them  so  mneh, 
that  iieither  of  tliein  Coiild  ait^vver  ;  till  ul 
lemrth  SeiteaiM*liiihar  extni'.ittnl  them  l\vm 
their  ditiletilty,  and  taking  tlie  ('oinmsuhier 
aside,  told  him  who  she  was;  which  he  no 
Mioner  knew,  but  Ik*  aliirhted  witli  great 
expresc<ions  ol*  resiK-ct  ami  )M>liteneiai»,  and 
ordered  his  men  to  bring  two  iMKitd. 

When  the  bo:itri  were  come,  he  put 
Sehemsidniiiar  into  one.  and  the  prince  of 
Persia  and  the  ieweller  into  the  other,  with 
two  of  hi.s  iKHipie  in  eaeh  bt)at ;  with  order* 
m  accompany  each  of  them  whitherBoevvi 
they  wen*  bound.  The  two  lioatj>  took  dif 
li^nMit  HMites ;  but  we  shall  nt  present  s|jeak 
only  of  that  wherein  Wiis  the  prhice  and 
jeweller. 

Tlie  prince,  to  Kive  hin  guidtv  trouble, 
hid  them  land  the  x^wt^ller  at  his  hoiuie, 
naming  the  place.  The  i^uide.  by  tJiis  di- 
n^tion,  stopiK'd  ju^t  In'lore  the  caiiph^a 
Kdace,  which  nnt  U>th  him  mid  the  jewel- 
er inli»a  mortal  fi'iirht,  though  hetlurst  nut 
show  It :  although  they  ha«l  heard  thecAin- 
nuuiderV  ordeiv  to  his  men,  tiiey  could  not 
help  imagining  they  were  to  be  delivered 
up  to  the  guard,  to  be  brought  before  the 
caliph  next  morning. 
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rhii,  neverthelefl?,  was  not  the  intention 
of  the  iruiiles ;  tor  after  they  had  landed 
them,  tiifv,  by  their  inaKtcrV  command,  rc- 
commrndcd  thoin  lo  an  officer  of  the  ca- 
liph V  <:imrd,  wtiontvi^ned  them  two  eoJdiere 
to  coiuliirt  thcni  by  land  to  the  princess 
hou^c,  which  wiifi  nt  fionie  dlKtancefiom  the 
river.  Thry  arrivrd  there,  but  e»  tired  and 
wi'iiry  that  ihoy  duiid  liiirdly  move. 

Tho  |iriii(v  bcin^  come  home,  with  the 
fatigue  of  liib  jonrnev,  and  thif»  misadven- 
ture to  hiniKolt  and  ^chemselnihar,  which 
deprived  him  of  all  hojic  of  ever  seeing  her 
more,  lell  into  n  sivoon  on  \\\b  pola.  \\  hile 
the  ijreattvt  puit  of  his  servants  were  en- 
deavouring to  recover  I lim,  tlie  icst  gathered 
aUmt  the  jeweller,  ami  bt^gged  hmi  to  tell 
theniwliat  had  hap|)ei.etltu the  jirincc their 
lord,  whik'-e  uWnce  had  occasioned  tliem 
sucli  ine\pre»«iib!e  uneasiness. 

Whil.-t  tlie  ^riejitest  |  ait  of  the  prince's 
domeHtics  weie  endcivourin^  to  recover 
him  f  oni  hi^i  ^wonn.  others  of  them  >\'ere 
^t  aliout  the  jeweller,  (ieiiiriisg  to  know 
what  had  hap])erifsl  to  their  lord.  I'he 
jeweller,  who  ttKik  caie  to  di.^over  nothing 
to  them  that  was  not  proper  lor  them  lo 
know,  toll  them  it  was  an  extraordinary 
cai=e,  but  that  it  was  not  a  time  to  relate  it, 
antl  that  thoy  wnulil  do  U'tter  to  go  and 
ii.*4:ist  tlie  nrinre.  i'v  g(X)fl  Ibrtuiie  the  itrince 
ranie  lo  liimsi'lf  tit  at  moment,  and  th(%^- 
that  had  hut  juc^t  betide  leijuiied  hii>  hiblory 
with  Ko  nnii'h  earnest ne>sri,  beiran  to  keep  a 
respxtful  dirtiiiire,  and  iKiy  that  reaiii^ct 
wJiieh  was  due  I'lum  them. 

Altlmuirhthe  prinrehitd  in  KimemciiHuro 
reeovere.riii^H'ii.-es.  iu*  eontiiiiied  ho  weak, 
that  he  roiilil  i:ii;  oi-eii  his  iiMHitlt  to  ^|■eilk. 
He  answered  nitiv  l>y  ^'rj^i  s.  even  1(»  hie 
neurol  n'l.'itioiit:,  uhen  tiiey  spoke  to  him. 
He  remaiire>i  in  tiiesiineeonditum  till  next 
morning,  when  ilie  jeweller  came  lo  take 
leave  of  h  i  i  r  j .  1 1 1  <  a  1 1  -  we  r  w:  u<  on  ly  wi  t  h  a 
wink,  and  ii<  ]-.!:ii:j'  tiiitli  hi>  riglil  hanii ;  hut 
when  ho  siw  lie  wii>  lii'ien  witiitJie  bundle 
of  plate  wii.rh  tiic  tliievcs  luui  leturui'd  to 
him.  he  niihie  a  f.'^w  to  his  H<TvanL>«  lliai 
tliev  ^hi>ul•l  tal\4'  ir  ami  carry  it  tii  hishoiw\ 

The  jewrI:«T  had  Uen  e.Xjiected  with 
great  inipiriciice  by  his  tiunily  the  day  he 
went  liiitn  v.ith  a  man  who  caii.e  to  ask  tor 
him.  and  wlioni  he  did  not  know;  but  now 
he  Wits  r|  lite  L'iven  over,  and  it  war  no 
longer  doubird  but  Mune  disihter  had  be- 
(alleii  him.  Mis  wile,  cinldren,  and  M?r- 
vant>!.  wer»*  in  the  u  i  eat»'.-t  alarm,  and  were 
lamenliii!?  him.  ^\  Jien  he  arrived,  their 
ioy  wa*  very  LTiat ;  yrt  they  were  tioubled 
to  set*  tiiat  he  wa^  h)  nnich  aiteic*d  in  the 
•liort  int«Tval.  that  he  Wibi  hardly  lo  Ih; 
known.  Thl-*  wit-iijccasioned  by  the  jrreat 
&tiguc  of  t'u'  preceding  day,  and  the  tear:; 
he  nod  uniler<n)ne  all  ni:;ht,  which  would 
not  let  him  :«ieep.  Kindm^r  him.-4'ii'  much 
dinrdcrcd,  he  continued  at  home  two  days, 
aiid  would  admit  only  one  of  his  intimate 
fricn(U  to  visit  ^liin. 
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The  third  day,  finding  himself  Bomething 
better,  he  tliought  lie  might  recover  strength 
by  going  abroad  to  take  the  air :  and  there- 
fore went  to  the  shop  of  a  rich  merchant 
his  acquaintance,  with  whom  he  continued 
long  in  diECour^e.  As  he  was  rising  to  take 
leave  of  liis  friend  and  go  home,  he  observed 
a  Wiiman  making  a  sign  to  him,  whom  he 
prcKci  illy  knew  to  be  the  confidant  of  Schem- 
Felnihar.  lieiwtren  (ear  and  joy,  he  made 
what  haste  he  could  awuy,  without  looking 
at  her;  but  t^he  Ibllowed  liim,  as  he  feared 
hI.o  would,  tlie  place  they  were  in  being  by 
no  meiuiB  proi«r  to  hold  a  conversatioiL 
As  he  walked  a  little  tiister  than  ordinary, 
Fhe  not  being  able  to  overtake  him,  every 
now  and  then  she  called  out  to  him  to  stay. 

He  heanl  her ;  but  alter  what  had  hap- 
pened, he  did  not  think  fit  to  sj^eak  to  her 
in  public,  for  iear  of  giving  cause  to  suspect 
that  he  whf  connected  with  Schemselniliar. 
It  was  known  to  every  body  in  Dngdad  tliat 
this  woman  bclonge<f  to  her,  and  executed 
all  her  little  commi£««ions.  He  continued 
the  siime  Pace,  ami  at  lengtli  came  to  a 
moNiue,  wnere  he  knew  but  few  i)eo|)Ie 
came.  He  entered  it,  and  she  followed 
him,  and  they  hud  u  lonff  conversatkni 
together,  will  tout  any  body  overhearing 
them. 

Both  thejewcllei  and  confidant  exprcQBed 
mutual  jov-  at  weing  each  other,  after  the 
strange  adventure  of  the  n^K'n*.  and  tlieir 
ri^ipr(K*al  a]ipreliensir)n  fur  each  other,  with- 
out re.«rardiiig  iheir  own  pailicular  perkonn. 

Tlu'.'eweller  wished  her  to  relate  to  him 
how  she  e.-caped  with  the  tut)  slaves,  and 
what  she  knew  ot'  Schems(>lniiiur  fniiii  the 
lime  he  k^t  si*rht  of  her:  but  so  eirat  waa 
her  ea^''ei-iuvs  to  know  what  had  hap]>ened 
to  him  tioin  the  time  of  their  une.xitectcd 
sei  aration,  that  he  liiuiid  himself  oblige<i  to 
siitisiV  her.  Having  given  you  the  detail 
vou  (hviiod,  Niid  he,  obliire  me  in  your  turn, 
which  f-lie  did  in  the  t(>llowing  manner: 

\>  hen  I  first  s:iw  the  nibbers,  said  she,  I 
h'lstily  iniairinetl  that  they  were  soldiers  of 
the  caliph's  iriiard,  aril  that  the  caliph  being 
inlbrmed  of  ^^chemiselniharV  stiing  out.  had 
sent  them  to  take  away  her  file,  the  jifcof 
the  princ^',  and  of  us  all.  Under  this  im- 
presfion  I  immediately  got  up  to  the  leads 
ol'your  hout«,  when  the  thieves  entered  tlie 
rhiimber  when*  the  prince  and  Schemsel- 
niliar were,  and  1  was  soon  niter  Ibllo^ved 
bv  that  lady's  two  slaves.  From  leatls  to 
leatls,  we  came  at  lost  to  a  house  of  venr 
lionttst  i)eople,  who  received  us  with  mtieh 
civility,  and  with  whom  we  lodged  that 
iii^iit. 

Next  morning,  after  thanking  the  master 
of  the  house  lt>r  our  good  usage,  we  returned 
to  SchemselniharV  jxilace, 'where  we  en- 
tered in  great  ditrorderand  distress,  becaiad 
we  could  not  le^u-n  the  fate  of  the  two  un- 
tbrtunaie  lovers.  The  other  women  of 
Schemselnihar  were  astonished  to  m 
return  without  their  lady.    We  told 
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irs  h&d  left  har  at  the  house  af  one  of  her 
(eaiale  Irienda,  and  that  ehe  would  eend  for 
tw  when  she  had  a  mind  to  come  home ; 
vith  which  cxcuae  they  seemed  well  eatis- 
fied. 

For  my  pert,  1  spent  the  day  in  great  un- 
guinea^  and  when  night  came,  opening  a 
HDoli  pnvate  gate.  1  espied  a  little  boat  on 
the  cunalwh  icn  eeem  ed  d  ri  ven  by  the  stream. 
I  called  to  the  waterman  and  desired  him 
lo  A>w  up  each  side  of  the  river,  and  look  if 
h«  could  see  a  lady  ;  if  be  found  h^r,  to 
brine  her  along  with  him.  The  two  slaves 
•nd  1  waiteil  impatiently  for  hie  return,  and 
M  leng'lh  about  midnight,  we  saw  Ihe  boat 
coming  down  with  two  men  in  it  nnd  a 
voman  lying  alorg  in  tlie  etem.  When 
the  boat  was  come  up,  the  two  nien  hclpei! 
the  woman  to  rise,  end  then  it  was  I  knew 
her  to  be  Sclienieelnihar.  I  cannot  express 
mr  joy  at  seeing  her. 

I  gave  m>  hand  to  Schemselnihnr  to  help 
ber  out  of  the  boat ;  she  hod  ereai  neeil  of 
tm'  aasistance,  Ibr  she  could  Tiantly  stand. 
When  eIic  was  lanileil,  she  whif^pered  to 
tne  in  alone  expressive  of  her  ailliction,  and 
bid  tne  fo  and  take  a  purte  of  a  thoumnd 
pieeeS'oi'  gold  and  give  lo  Uie  iwo  eoldiere 
thai  had  accompanied  her.  I  committed 
her  10  the  two  slaves  to  pupiwrt  her,  and 
bevirg  ordereii  the  two  soldiers  to  wait  lor 
me  a  moment,  I  took  Ihe  purse,  and  returned 
UMtanllv:  IgaveillothesoldierB.andhav- 
ioK  pMid  the  waterman,  shut  the  door. 

1  then  followed  my  lady,  and  overtook 

her  before  she  was  got  up  to  her  chamber. 

We  immeiliaiel]'  undre^ed  her,  and  put 

'  ber  lo  bed,  where  she  had  not  long  been, 

belbte  she  seemed  ready  lo  give  up  the 

S'  lOM  all  the  rest  of  the  night.  The  day 
lowing,  her  other  women  expressed  a 
neat  deure  to  pee  her ;  but  1  told  them  she 
bad  been  greatly  liitigued,  and  wanted  rest 
to  rMore  hnr  itrength.     The  other 

mmen  and  1  nvc  her  all  the  tusistaiii- 

our  power,  end  that  she  could  expect  from 
esB  MlenUao.    She  pernsted  in  taking  no- 


thing that  we  otTered  her:  andw«  duoU 
have  despaired  of  her  life,  if  I  had  nut  at 
last  perceived  that  the  wine  which  we  nva 
her  every  now  and  then  had  a  lenmible  ef 


leneth  prevailed  wllh  her  to  eat. 
When  she  came  to  the  use  of  her  qieeeh, 
r  she  had  idlhorto  only  wept,  groaned, 
and  sighed,  I  be°ged  of  her  to  tell  me  how 
she  had  e!«nped  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
robbers.  Why  would  you  require  of  mev 
raid  she,  with  a  profound  sigh,  to  renew  mv 
griefT  Would  to  God  the  robbera  had 
taken  away  my  lile,  rather  than  preserved 
it ;  my  misjbrtunee  would  then  have  hs  i  an 
end,  whereas  I  live  but  (o  increase  myauf 


know  that  the  wretched  feel  a  corBOlalian 
in  relaiing  their  greateEimislbrtunesiwIuil 
I  a£k  would  alleviate  yours,  ilyou  will  bare 
the  gnodnea  to  gratify  me. 

Hear  then,  said  slie,  the  most  afHicting 
ad>-eiilurc  that  could  pomibty  have  happeo- 
cd  to  one  so  deeply  in  love  as  myself,  who 
considered  myself  as  at  the  utrnoct  point  rf 
my  wishes.  You  must  biow,  when  I  fint 
saw  the  robbers  enter,  eword  in  hand,  I 
considered  it  as  the  la^t  moment  of  otr 
lives;  b\it  denlh  was  notiinobject  of  regret, 
since  1  thought  I  was  to  die  ivilh  the  pnnee 
of  Persia.  Hoivcvcr,  instead  of  murdering 
us,  as  1  expected,  two  of  the  robber*  wen 
ordered  to  take  care  of  us,whil!itlheirco«»- 
panions  were  billed  in  packing'  up  lbs 
goods  they  Ibund  in  ihe  house.  When  they 
had  done,  and  got  their  bundles  upon  their 
backs,  Iliey  went  out,  and  carried  ua  ajong 
with  them. 

As  we  went  abng,  one  of  those  that  bad 
charge  of  us  demanded  ol'  me  who  I  « 


-e  Gotne  to  the^Bcewhithgr 


ARABIAN  NIGHTS*  ENTERTAINMENTS. 


Ill 


tbej  were  going,  a  new  alann  leized  ub. 
Thef  gathered  about  us.  and  aflcr  having 
considered  my  drees,  and  the  rich  jewels! 
was  adorned  with,  thev  seemed  to  doubt 
that  1  disguised  my  auality.  Dancers,  said 
thev,  do  not  use  to  be  drcsEed  as  you  are. 
Tell  us  truly  who  vou  are. 

When  they  kiw  1  an^!We^cd  nothing,  they 
•fiked  the  priiioe  once  more  who  he  was, 
lor  they  told  him  they  plainly  i^rceived  he 
was  nottlie  ^rson  he  pretendeil  to  be.  He 
did  not  satisfy  them  much  more  than  I  had 
done :  he  only  told  them  he  came  to  see  the 
jeweller,  naming  him  wlu>  was  tlie  owner 
of  that  house  where  thev  tbund  them.  I 
know  this  jeweller,  replied  one  ol' the  rogues, 
who  seemed  to  have  fsome  authority  over 
the  rest:  1  have  some  obligations  to  him, 
which  he  knows  nothing  of,  and  I  take  up- 
on me  to  bring  him  hither  to-morrow  morn- 
ing, from  another  house  he  has:  but  you 
must  not  expect,  continued  he,  to  be  releas- 
ed till  he  comes  and  tells  us  who  you  are : 
in  tlie  me€m  time,  I  promise  you  there  shall 
be  no  injury  offered  to  you. 

The  jeweller  was  brought  next  morning, 
who  thinking  to  oblige  us,  as  he  really  did, 
declared  to  the  roboera  the  whok;  trutli. 
They  immediately  came  and  asked  my 
pardon,  and  I  believe  did  the  like  to  the 
mnce,  who  was  shut  up  in  another  room. 
They  protested  to  me  they  would  not  have 
broken  open  the  house  where  we  were,  had 
they  known  it  was  the  |eweller's.  They 
■oon  ai\er  took  us,  (the  prince,  the  jeweller, 
and  myself,)  carried  ua  to  the  river  side, 
put  us  aboard  the  boat,  and  rowed  us  across 
the  water:  but  we  were  no  sooner  landed, 
than  a  party  of  horse  patrol  came  up  to  us. 
The  robbers  fled :  I  took  the  commander 
ajside,  and  told  him  my  nanie,  and  tliat  the 
ni^ht  befi>re  I  ha<l  been  seized  by  robbers, 
'wno  forced  me  along  with  them ;  but  hav- 
ing been  told  who  I  was.  released  me,  and 
the  two  persons  he  saw  with  me,  on  my  ac- 
count He  alighted  out  of  rcsi)ect  to  me, 
and,  expressing  great  joy  lor  being  able  to 
oblige  me,  he  cause<)  two  boats  to  be 
brought,  putting  me  and  two  of  his  soldiers, 
whom  you  have  seen,  into  one,  escorted  ine 
hither,  and  the  prince  and  jeweller,  with 
two  others,  in  another^  to  conduct  them 
home  in  safety.  My  g ukIcs  have  cond  ucted 
me  hither;  but  what  is  become  of  the 
prince  and  his  friend  I  cannot  tell. 

I  trust,  added  she.  melting  into  tears,  no 
harm  has  happened  to  them  since  our  sepa- 
ration ;  and  i  do  not  doubt,  but  the  prince's 
concern  for  me  is  equal  to  mine  tor  him. 
The  jeweller,  to  whom  we  have  been  so 
much  obliged,  ought  to  be  recompensed  for 
the  loss  he  has  sustained  on  our  account 
Fail  not,  therelbre,  to  take  two  pun^s  of  a 
thousand  pieces  of^  gold  in  each,  and  carry 
them  to  him  to-morrow  morning  in  my  name, 
and  be  sure  to  inquire  after  the  prince's 
welfare. 
When  my  ffood  mistres*  ha  d  done  apeak- 


ing,  I  endeavoured,  as  to  the  laat  article  of 
inquiring  into  the  prince's  wel&re,  to  per 
suade  her  to  endeavour  to  triumph  over  her 
passion.  af\er  the  dan^r  she  had  so  lately 
escaped  almost  by  miracle. — Make  no  an* 
swertame,saidshe,butdo  what  Icommand 
you. 

I  ^vas  obliged  to  he  silent  and  am  come 
hither  to  obey  her  commands.  1  have  been 
at  your  house,  and  not  findingyou  at  home, 
and  uncertain  as  I  wiis  ofnnding  where 
you  were  said  to  be,  was  about  going  to  the 
prince  of  Pei-sia ;  but  not  daring  to  attempt 
the  journey,  I  have  lefl  the  two  purses  with 
a  particular  fnend  of  mine,  and  if  you  will 
wart  here,  I  will  go  and  fetch  them  imme- 
diately. 

The  confidant  returned  qmckly  to  the 
ieweller  in  the  mosque,  where  she  had  IcA 
him,  and  living  him  the  two  purseB,  bid 
him  out  of  them  satisfy  hk  tiiends.  They 
are  much  more  than  is  necessary,  saui  the 
jeweller,  but  I  dare  not  refuse  the  preaent 
from  so  good  and  generous  a  ladv  to  her 
very  humble  servant ;  but  I  beseech  you  te 
assure  her  from  me,  that  I  shall  preserve 
an  eternal  remembrance  of  her  goodneek 
He  then  agreed  with  the  confidant,  that 
she  should  nnd  him  at  the  house  where  she 
had  first  seen  him,  whenever  she  had  occa- 
sion to  impart  any  thin^  from  Schemselni* 
har,  or  to  hear  any  tiding  of  the  prince  of 
Pereia:  and  so  they  parted. 

The  jeweller  returned  home  very  well 
Ratisfied,  not  only  that  he  had  got  where- 
withal so  fully  to  siitisfy  his  friends,  but  idio 
to  think  that  no  person  in  Bagdad  could 
possibly  know  that  the  prince  emd  Scbem- 
selniliar  had  been  in  his  house  when  it  wae 
rolibed.  It  is  true,  he  had  acquainted  the 
thieves  with  it,  but  their secresy  bethought 
he  might  very  well  depend  on :  they,  he 
imagined,  had  not  sufficient  communicatioa 
^vith  the  world  to  tetir  any  danger  from  their 
divul£?ing  it.  Next  morning  he  visited  the 
friends  who  had  obliged  him,  and  found  no 
difficulty  in  satisfv'in^  them.  He  had  moneir 
in  hand  to  furnish  his  other  house,  in  which 
he  placed  servants.  Thus  he  forgot  all  hie 
past  danger,  and  the  next  evening  waited 
on  the  pnnce  of  Persia. 

The  prince's  domestics  told  the  jeweller, 
that  he  came  in  very  luckily,  ibr  that  the 
prince  ever  since  he  saw  him  was  reduced 
to  such  a  state  that  his  life  was  in  danger, 
and  they  had  not  been  able  U>  gei  a  mid 
out  of  him.  They  introduced  nim  aoftff 
into  his  chamber,  and  he  found  him  in  a 
condition  that  excited  his  pity.  He  wae 
lying  upon  his  bed,  with  his  eyes  shut :  but 
when  the  jewellernduted  him,  and  exnof^ 
ed  him  to  take  courage,  he  reoolleeted  him, 
and  opened  his  eyes,  and  gave  him  a  kxk 
that  sufficiently  declared  the  greatness  of 
his  afRk:tk>n,  infinitely  beyond  what  he  fth 
afler  he  first  saw  Scnemselnihar.  He  took 
and  grasped  him  by  the  hand,  to  teitiQr  hk 
friendship^  and  told  him  in  a  iSwUe^moeb 
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diat  he  wu  extremeljr  obliged  to  him,  for 
coining  so  ikr  to  seek  one  bo  unhappy  and 
wretched. 

Prince,  replied  the  jeweller,  mention  not, 
I  beseech  vou,  any  obliffations  you  liavo  t(» 
me:  I  wish  the  good  omccn  I  have  endea- 
voured to  do  you  had  had  a  better  etiect : 
but  at  present,  let  us  tftlk  only  of  your 
health ;  wliich,  in  tlie  Btate  I  see  vou.  I  tear 
vou  ffreatly  injure,  by  unreasonably  abstain- 
Inff  from  proper  nourishment. 

The  prince's  servants  took  this  opportu- 
nity to  tell  him,  it  was  with  the  ^reate^t 
difficulty  thev  had  prevailed  on  their  mas- 
ter to  take  the  smallest  refreshment,  aiul 
that  for  some  time  he  had  taken  nothing  at 
all.  This  obliored  the  jeweller  to  entreat 
the  prince  to  let  his  servants  brin^  him 
•omething  to  eat ;  which  lie  obtained  al\er 
much  importunity. 

After  the  prince  had  eaten  more  than  he 
had  hitherto  done,  through  the  persuasbn 
of  the  jeweller,  he  commanded  the  servants 
to  leave  him  alone  with  his  triend.  When 
the  room  was  clear,  he  said,  Besides  my 
misfortune  that  di^racts  me,  I  have  been 
exceedingly  concerned  to  think  what  a  Iosb 
^u  have  suffered  on  my  account ;  and  it 
m  but  just  I  should  make  you  some  recom- 
pense ;  but  before  I  i\o  this,  atler  begging 
your  pardon  a  thousand  times,  I  conjure 
you  to  telJ  me  whether  you  have  learnt  any 
thin^  of  Schemselnihar,  since  I  had  tlie 
misfortune  to  be  oarted  from  her. 

Here  the  jeweller,  instructed  by  the  con- 
fidant, related  to  him  all  that  he  knew  of 
Schemselnihar's  arrival  at  her  palace,  her 
itate  of  health  from  that  time  till  she  reco- 
vered, and  how  s!ie  ha<l  sent  her  confidant 
to  him  to  inquire  after  his  weltiire. 

To  all  this  the  prince  replied  only  by  si^hs 
and  tears ;  he  made  an  eubrt  to  i^e\  up,  and 
calling  his  scr\'ants,  went  himself  to  his 
wardrobe,  and  having  caused  several  bun- 
dles of  rich  furniture  and  plate  to  he  packed 
up,  he  ordered  tliem  to  be  carried  to  tlic 
jeweller^  house. 

The  jeweller  would  fain  have  declined 
this  kind  ofler :  butalthouirh  he  represented 
that  Schemselnihar  had  already  made  him 
more  than  suAicient  amends  lor  what  he 
had  lost,  the  prince  would  be  obe>'ed.  The 
jeweller  was  therefore  obliged  to  make  all 
poenble  acknowlcilgments,  and  protected 
how  much  he  wi\s  conlbunded  at  his  high- 
nesn's  liberality,  lie  would  then  have  tiiken 
his  lejive,  but  the  prince  desireil  him  lostnv. 
and  so  they  paRfae<]  a  gooil  piut  of  the  night 
in  talking  together. 

Next  morning,  the  jeweller  waited  ngniii 
on  the  prince,  who  made  him  sit  down  by 
him.  You  know,  said  he,  there  is  an  end 
propoKd  in  all  things:  the  «>nd  the  lover 
proposes,  is,  to  enjoy  the  bekwed  object  in 
Mriteof  all  opposition.  If  once  he  loses  that 
&pe,  he  must  not  think  to  Uve.  Such  is  my 
hard  case ;  for  when  I  had  been  twice  at  tlie 
Wf  point  of  fiilfUJinff  my  desbos,  I  was  on 


a  sudden  torn  from  her  I  loved  in  the 
cruel  manner  imiL^inablc.  It  remains  fbt 
me  only  to  think  ofdecith,  and  I  hodsourhl 
it,  but  that  our  holy  religkm  Ibrbids  suicide; 
but  I  need  not  antici|)aiti  it :  I  need  not  wail 
long.  Here  he  stoppeil,  and  vented  his  pa* 
sion  in  grottns.  siglis,  subs,  and  tean,  i%TiJch 
Howed  plentifully. 

The  jeweller,  who  knew  no  better  way 
of  diverting  him  lh)m  his  despair  than  by 
bringing  Schemselnihar  into  his  mind,  and 

f giving  him  some  t^hadow  of  ho|ie,  lold  him, 
le  tearcil  the  confidant  might  be  come  from 
her  lady,  and  thcretbre  it  wouli  not  be  pro- 
per to  stay  any  longer  tit>m  home.  I  wUl 
let  you  go,  said  the  prince,  but  comure  too 
that  if  you  see  her,  you  recommend  to  ner 
to  assure  Schemselnihar,  that  if  I  die,  as  I 
expect  to  do  shortljr,  I  shall  love  her  to  the 
lust  moment,  even  in  the  grave. 

The  jeweller  returned  home,  and  waited 
in  expectatk)n  of  seeing  the  confidant,  who 
came  some  hours  ai^er,  but  all  in  team,  and 
in  great  atHiction.  The  jeweller,  alarmed, 
asked  her  what  was  the  matter.  Slie  an- 
swered, that  Schemselnihar,  tlie  prince, 
herself  and  he  were  all  ruinc«li  Hear  the 
sad  news,  said  she,  as  it  was  told  nie  iust 
upon  my  entering  the  palace  after  1  had 
left  you. 

Schemselnihar  had  for  some  fault  chaa> 
tised  one  of  the  slav(>s  you  saw  with  her 
when  we  met  in  your  otlier  Ikhjwb;  the 
slave  enniged  at  the  ill  treatment,  ran  pre- 
sently away,  and  finding  the  gate  open, 
went  forth ;  so  that  we  have  juti  reason  to 
believe,  she  has  discovered  all  to  an  eunuch 
of  the  guanl  who  has  given  her  protection. 

But  this  is  not  all ;  the  other  slave,  hv 
compank>n,  i:«fleil  too,  and  hii^  taken  refuge 
in  the  caliph's  fuilace ;  so  that  we  may  well 
fear  she  has  bonie  her  jmrt  in  this  disco\*ery: 
for  just  as  I  came  away,  the  caliph  had 
sent  tAventy  ol*  his  eunuchs  lor  SchonHtelnf- 
har.  and  they  carried  her  to  the  i»alace.  I 
ju.st  Ibund  means  to  come  and  tell  you  this. 
I  know  not  what  hixs  passe  1,  yet  I  leur  no 
ffootl ;  but,  above  all,  1  recommend  it  toj'oa 
as  a  ?ecret. 


The  confidant  added  to  what  she  had  i 

bclbre  to  the  jeweller,  that  it  w;w  proper  he 
should  ^  immeiiiately  and  acrinaint  the 
prince  with  the  whole  affair,  that  he  mi^ht 
lie  prei>ared  for  ever>'  event,  and  keep  liuth- 
lul  to  the  common  cau>-e.  She  went  nwnjr 
inhnste,  without  staying  for  auy  answvr. 

What  auFwer  ccriild'the  jeweller  hai^e 
male  in  tlie  condition  he  was  in?  Hestdxl 
motioMk*ss  tvn  il'  thunderstruck.  He  found, 
however,  that  there  was  no  time  to  be  kinf. 
and  immediately  went  to  srive the  prince  an 
account.  He  addressed  himselfto  him  with 
an  air  that  sutficiently  showed  the  btid  news 
he  brought  him.  Prince,  said  he,  arm  vour- 
self  with  courage  and  pntience.  nndT  pre- 
pare to  receive  the  most  terrible  sliock  that 
ever  vou  had  to  encounter. 

Tell  me  in  a  few  words;  said  the  prinr«. 
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whBi  ie  the  matter,  witliout  kecpinjir  me  iii 
MxpenBe :  I  am  prepared  to  die  it  nccer«ary. 

Tben  the  jeweller  told  him  all  that  he  had 
leonit  from  the  confidant  You  see,  con- 
tinued he,  your  dcvtruction  i>«  incviuible. 
Up,  riee,  save  younM^ll'  by  flisfht,  lor  the 
time  id  precious.  You.  of  all  n)(*n,  must 
not  exiKKe  youHjcir  to  the  an^er  ot'  the  ca- 
liph, and  t$houId  much  less  conieauany  thin<; 
JO.  tlie  miiUt  ol'  torments. 

At  tlic^)  wonld,  the  prince  waa  nhnoist 
ready  to  expire  through  ^riel',  alHictiori,  and 
fear;  however,  he  recovered  liiini^eir.  and 
aske  1  the  jeweller,  what  rctsolution  he  would 
advise  him  to  take  in  thi^  conjimciure,  eve; 
ly  moment  of  which  wu£?  to  l)eni:ilc  use  oil 
The  jeweller  told  him,  he  thou^^rht  iH^lnnir 
reman led  but  that  lie  should  iiimiediiitely 
take  hor^e,  and  hibsteawuv  tfiwanls?  Anliar,* 
that  he  mirht  get  thither  belbre  day.  'i'ake 
what  6erv«nt8  and  swift  horees  vou  think 
necessary,  continued  he,  and  Buit'er  me  to 
eecaipe  with  you. 

Ttie  priiH'c,  seeing  nothing  more  to  be 
done,  in nned lately  i^ave  oniers  to  prepare 
wacti  an  e^iuiiui^e  ad  would  Ik*  least  ta)u- 
bleiome,  t(X)k  money  ami  jewels,  and  Imvin:^ 
taken  leave  of  iiin  motJier,  hedeparteti  witli 
the  jeweller,  and  buch  tiervuntd  as  lie  luul 
choccn. 

Tlie/  travelled  all  that  day  and  the  night 
Ibilow^uig  witliout  litoppin^ ;  till  at  leii*fth, 
about  two  or  three  houifl  b«rlbre  diiyl>re:ik, 
both  their  liorserj  and  themsclvt^  bciit*^ 
Bpent  with  eo  lung  a  journey,  they  stopt  to 
ten  tliemwlves. 

They  liad  liardly  m^  down  betbre  tiiey 
found  Uiem.'ielvi'a  surrounded  and  a.-<t^iulted 
by  a  g;reat  band  ol'  rol)l)ers.  They  dclond- 
bd  tlicir  lives  for  some  time  couraireousiy  : 
but,  at  length,  the  |irince'.s  Herviints  Urin^ 
edl  killetl,  bL>th  he  and  the  jeweller  were 
Qblige«i  to  yield  at  di.H*,n'tiou.  The  n^blH-Mv, 
however,  bpiireil  their  lives;  but  after  tli<'y 
had  e€ized  on  the  hoi>»e»  and  baiTLcaire,  they 
took  away  their  clothe;',  and  IcU  ilieni  na- 
ked on  the  t^lA)t. 

WJien  thii  thieves  won*  «rone  fn>m  them, 
the  prince  ;Kiid  to  ti.e  jeweller.  Wh:it  think 

ru  of  our  iidveiiiuie  and  condition  ?  llaci 
HOC  better  iuivt^  titrried  in  Bii.'jdad,  and 
awaited  my  dciith  ?  Prince,  ivplied  the 
jeweller,  it  is  ihe  decn^  of  heaven  tint  we 
■hould  thus  sutiiT.  It  has  pie:tsed  Giki  to 
add  atlhction  to  nliliction.  and  we  iinist  not 
murmur  at  it,  but  receive  his  ch:istiseineiir> 
with  submission.  liCt  u.-?  wt:iy  uo  lomrer 
here,  but  ^v-i  Tor  soin**  retreat  where  we 
nitty  pcrhaibi  be  n-lieved. 

Let  nie  d.e.  >;iid  tijf  pi  inco ;  f«)r  what  siir- 
nilies  it  wlietinT  1  die  lieiv  or  efs«'wliere  .' 
perlui|)s,  Willie  we  aie  talkinir.  Seiienisi'lMi- 
bar  U  no  mon* :  nn>i  why  should  1  endeii- 
vour  to  live  after  she  ii*  dead  /  Tlu*  jeweller 
by  his  enti-esity  at  length  prevailed  on  him, 
and  they  had  not  gone  tiur  belbre  they  came 

*  AcUy  OP  the  Tigri%  flOlsagues  below  Bagdad. 


to  a  mosciue,  whicli  wai  open ;  they  enter- 
ed it,  and  passed  there  the  remtunder  ofthe 
ni^ht. 

At  daybreak  a  man  came  into  the  moaque. 
When  he  hail  ended  his  |)rc\yer,  as  he  turned 
about  to  «^o  away,  he  perceived  iJie  prince 
and  jeweller,  who  were  fitting  in  a  corner. 
He  came  ui>  to  them,  and  alter  having 
7<aluted  them  with  a  great  deal  of  civility, 
jxiid,  I  perceive  you  ure  sinui<rerai 

The  jeweller  answereil,  You  are  not  de- 
ceived ;  we  have  been  mbbeil  to-night  in 
cominir  fmm  liagdiul,  as  vou  may  Bce,  and 
are  leiirod  hither  lor  sliefter,  but  we  know 
hot  whom  to  apply  to.  If  vou  think  fit  to 
come  alon^  with  me  to  my  house,  answered 
the  man,  I  will  give  you  all  the  afisitftance 
in  inv  |K)\vxT. 

Uiwn  this  obliging  ofler,  the  jeweller  tnm- 
eil  to  the  prince,  and  whispere*!  him.  This 
man,  ai<  you  |)erceive,  sir,  does  not  know  us ; 
and  we  have  rca'^n  to  tear,  that  somebody 
eU?  ma>'  come  who  may  know  us.  We  can- 
not, I  think,  refu<<'.  his  otler.  Do  as  you 
please,  said  the  pnnce ;  I  am  willing  to  be 
guided  by  your  discretion. 

The  man  oU^ervinjj  the  j)rincc  and  jew- 
eller consulting  toiret  her,  and  thinking  they 
made  H)me  dilKculty  to  accept  his  otler, 
Jiajked  them  if  they  were  resolved  what  to 
«lo.  The  jeweller  answered,  Wearereiuly 
to  Ibllow  you  ;  all  that  we  make  a  ditficulty 
about  i>-.  tliat  we  are  asliamed  to  apiiear 
thus  naked. 

Fortunately  the  man  had  it  in  his  ix)wer 
to  cover  them  sulHriently  till  they  could  get 
to  hiri  Uou.<c  ;  and  they  wore  no  sooner  got 
to  the  hon;?<\  but  he  bi  might  Ibrth  a  ^'ery 
handnome  suit  ibr  each  ol'  them.  As  he 
thought  ;hey  must  be  hungry,  and  wish  to 
Ite  alone,  he  had  mineral  dushes  brought  to 
them  bv  a  slave ;  but  they  ate  littler  espe- 
cially the  prince,  who  w;ui  eo  dejected  and 
dispirited,  that  he  gave  the  jeweller  caur«  to 
tear  he  would  die.  Their  host  visitetl  them 
.^^'voral  tinu's  in  the  day,  and  in  the  evening, 
as  he  knew  tliey  wanted  rest,  he  lell  them 
early ;  but  iie  was  nn  sooner  in  bi'd.  than 
the  jeweller  was  Ibrc^l  to  call  him  a^iin  to 
assist  at  the  death  ol'  the  prince  of  Persia. 
He  linmd  him  bi-eiitheFhort,  and  with  diffi- 
cidty,  which  g;ive  him  ju>1  reason  to  tear  he 
had  but  lew  minute:^  to  live.  Coming  near 
him.  the  prince  s;iid.  It  is  all  over,  and  I  am 
gljid  you  ai-e  witiu^ssofmy  last  words.  I 
ipiit  li:e  with  a  great  deal  r>t'satislact km  ;  I 
need  not  tell  vou  the  nMSniij  tor  you  know  it 
already.  Ail  mv  concern  u*,  that  I  cannot 
die  in  ihe  arnisof  my  dear  mother,  wIk)  haa 
alvviiys  loved  me  tenderly,  and  lor  whom  I 
haii  a  recipnK;al  aliiTtion.  She  will  un- 
doubtedly not  be  a  little  grieved  that  slu) 
couUl  not  closf*  my  eyt's,  aiid  bury  me  with 
her  own  lumi]i>.  Let  her  know  liow  much  I 
w<ia  concerned  at  this,  and  pray  her  i;^  my 
name  to  have  my  body  transport^  to  Ba^ 
ihid,  that  she  may  have  ao  opportunity  to 
bedew  my  tomb  with  her  tean,  and 
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my  departed  loui  "with  her  prayers.  He 
then  took  i^ce  ofihe  master  of  the  house, 
and  thanked  him  (or  his  kindness  in  taking 
him  in;  and  after  desiring  him  to  let  his 
body  rest  with  him  till  it  should  be  conveyed 
to  Bagdad,  he  expired. 

The  day  aller  the  prince's  death,  the  jew- 
eller took  the  opportunity  of  a  numerous 
caravan  that  was  ffoin^  to  Bagdad,  and 
arrived  there  soon  alter  m  safety.  He  first 
went  home  to  change  his  clothes,  and  then 
hastened  to  the  princess  palace,  where  eve- 
ry body  was  alarmed  at  not  seeing  the 
prince  with  him.  He  desired  them  to  ac- 
quaint the  prince's  mother,  that  he  wislied 
to  speak  with  her,  and  it  was  not  long 
before  he  was  introduced  to  her  in  a  hall, 
with  several  of  her  women  about  her.  Ma- 
dam, said  he  to  her.  with  an  air  that  sufB- 
eiently  denoted  the  ill  news  he  brought,  God 
preserve  you,  and  shower  down  the  choicest 
of  his  blessings  upon  you.  You  cannot  be 
ignorant  that  he  alone  disposes  of  us  at  his 
pleasure. 

The  princess  would  not  give  him  leave  to 
go  on,  out.  cried  out,  Alas !  you  bring  me 
the  news  of  my  son's  death.  She  and  her 
women,  at  the  same  time,  set  up  such  a 
hideous  cry  as  brought  fresh  tears  into  the 
iewelleHs  eyes.  She  tormented  and  grieved 
iierseif  a  long  while,  before  she  would  suffer 
him  to  resume  his  story.  At  length,  she 
checked  her  sighs  and  groans,  and  oegged 
of  him  to  continue,  without  concealing  Trom 
her  the  least  circumstance  of  such  a  melan- 
choly separation.  He  satisfied  her,  and 
when  he  had  done,  she  farther  demanded 
of  him,  if  her  son,  the  prince,  had  not  jgiven 
him  in  charge  something  more  particular 
in  his  last  moments.  He  assured  her  his 
last  words  were,  that  it  was  the  greatest 
concern  to  him,  that  he  must  die  so  far  dis- 
tant from  his  dear  mother ;  and  that  the 
only  thing  he  wished  was,  that  she  would 
be  pleased  to  have  his  corpse  transix)rte(l  to 
Biagdad.  Accordingly,  eariy  next  morning 
the  princess  set  out  with  her  women,  and 
great  part  of  her  slaves,  to  bring  her  son's 
,  bod  V  to  her  own  palace. 

When  the  jeweller,  whom  she  kept  with 
her,  saw  slie  was  gone,  he  returned  home 
very  sad  and  melancholy,  at  the  reflection 
that  so  accomplished  and  amiable  a  prince 
was  thus  cut  off  in  the  ftower  of  his  age. 

As  he  walked  towards  his  house,  dejected 
and  musing,  he  Raw  a  woman  in  mourning, 
drowned  in  tears,  standing  before  him  :  on 
lifting  up  his  eves,  he  presently  knew  her  to 
be  'Schemselniliar's  confidant.  At  the  sight 
of  her  his  tears  began  to  fk)w  afresh,  but  he 
nid  nothinsr  to  her ;  and  going  into  his  own 
houie,  she  followed  him. 

They  sat  down ;  when  the  jeweller  be- 
riiming  the  conversation,  nsked  the  con^- 
Sant  with  a  deep  sigh,  if  she  had  heard  of 
the  death  of  the  pnnce  of  Persia,  and  if  it 
wat  on  his  occcnxqf,  that  she  grieved.  Alas ! 


answered  8he/i^hat,i8that  eharminrprtoee 
then  dead  ?  He  has  not  lived  kmg  after  ba 
dear  Schemselnlhar.  Beauteous  scmbleoo- 
tinued  she,  in  whatsoever  place  y^  now  are^ 
ye  must  be  happy  that  your  kves  will  od 
more  be  interrupted.  Your  bodies  were  an 
obstacle  to  your  wishes,  but  heaven  has 
delivered  you  from  them ;  ye  may  now  Sam 
the  closest  union. 

The  jeweller,  who  had  heard  nothiiy  of 
Schemselnihar's  death,  and  had  not  dbaerr- 
od  the  confidant  was  in  mouminff,  sufiered 
fresh  grief  at  hearing  this  news.  Is  Scbeoi- 
selnihar  then  detul  1  cried  he.  She  is  dead 
replied  the  confidant,  weeping  afresh ;  and 
it  IS  for  her  I  wear  these  weeds.  The  eir 
cumstances  of  her  death  were  extnordumry, 
continued  she,  and  deserve  to  be  known  to 
you ;  but  before  I  give  you  an  aeeoant  at 
them,  I  b^  you  to  let  me  know  those  of  the 
prince  of  Persia,  whom,  with  «iiy  dearest 
tnend  and  mistress,  I  shall  lament  as  long 
as  I  live. 

The  jeweller  then  gave  the  confidant  that 
satisfaction  she  desired ;  and  afier  he  had 
told  her  all,  even  to  the  departure  of  the 
prince's  mother,  to  bring  her  son's  body  to 
Bagdad,  she  bepm  and  said.  You  Imve  not 
forgot  that  I  told  you  the  caliph  had  sent 
for  Schemseinih'ir  to  his  palace ;  and  it  is 
true,  as  we  had  all  the  reason  in  the  world 
to  believe,  he  had  been  informed  of  the 
amour  betwixt  her  emd  the  prince,  by  the 
two  slaves,  whom  he  had  examinea  apart 
You  will  imagine,  he  would  be  exceedmglf 
enraged  at  Schemselnihar,  and  expresi 
great  tokensof jealousy  and  reven^  against 
the  prince :  but  this  was  bv  no  means  the 
case.  He  pitied  Schemselnihar.  and  in  sobm 
measure  blamed  himself  for  wnat  had  hap- 
pened, in  giving  her  so  much  freedom  o 
walk  about  the  citywithout  beine  attended 
by  his  eunuchs.  This  is  the  omy  concfai- 
sion  that  could  be  drawn  from  his  extraor* 
dinary  behavi6ur  towards  her,  as  yon  wflU 
hear. 

He  received  her  with  an  open 
nance :  and  when  he  observed  that  the 

lancholy  which  oppressed  her  did  not 

her  beauty,  (for  she  appeared  thus  beibrs 
him  without  surprise  or  fear,)  with  a  good* 
ness  worthy  himself,  he  said,  Schemsefaii- 
har,  I  cannot  bear  your  appearing  befixe 
me  thus,  with  an  air  which  gives  me  infinils 

Fain.  You  must  needs  be  sensible  how  much 
have  alwap  loved  you,  and  be  oonvinoed 
of  the  sincenty  of  my  passion  by  the  eooti- 
nued  demonstrations  I  tia  ve  given  vou  of  it. 
I  can  never  change  my  mind,  for  I  loveyoa 
more  than  ever,  i  ou  have  enemies, 
selnihar,  proceeded  he,  and  those 
have  insinuated  things  against  your 
duct ;  but  all  thev  have  said  against  foa 
has  not  made  the  (cast  impresskm  upon  mt. 
Shake  off  then  this  melancholy^  and  prepare 
to  entertain  me  with  some  divertinc  Bod 
amusing  conversation  this  night,  after 
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•ortHrtomed  manner.  He  said  manj  other 
obhgin^  thin^  to  her.  and  then  desired  her 
Id  step  into  a  magnificent  apartment  near 
her  own,  and  wait  for  him. 

The  afflicted  Schemflelnihar  was  very 
sensible  of  the  kindncis  the  caliph  had  for 
her  \  but  the  more  she  thought  herseifobliged 
to  him,  the  more  she  was  concerned  that  she 
was  so  far  removed,  perhaps  lor  ever,  from 
her  prince,  without  whom  she  could  not 
live. 

This  interview  between  the  caliph  and 
Schemselnihar,  continued  the  confidant, 
i^as  whilst  I  was  come  to  speak  with  you, 
and  I  learned  the  particulars  of  it  from  my 
companbns  who  were  present.  But  I  had 
no  sooner  left  you,  proceeded  she,  than  1 
went  to  my  dear  miatresa  again,  and  was 
eye-witness  to  what  happened  in  the  even- 
ing. 1  found  her  in  the  anartment  I  told 
JOQ  of;  and  as  she  thougnt  I  came  from 
you  J  she  came  up  to  me,  and,  whispering 
me  m  the  ear,  said,  I  am  much  obliged  to 
▼ou  for  the  servk^  you  have  done  me,  but 
reel  it  will  be  the  last  She  said  no  more ; 
hut  I  was  not  m  a  place  proper  to  ofler  any 
thmg  to  comlbrt  her. 

Tne  caliph  was  introduced  at  night  with 
the  sound  of*  instruments,  which  her  ^vomcn 
played  upon,  and  tlie  collation  was  imme- 
diately served  up.  He  took  his  mistresR  by 
the  hand,  and  made  her  sit  down  with  him 
oo  the  sola.  She  put  such  a  force  upon  her- 
self to  please  him,  that  she  expired  a  few 
minutes  aller.  In  short,  she  was  hardly  8et 
down,  but  she  fell  backwards :  tiie  caliph 
believed  she  had  only  tainted,  and  so  we  all 
thought ;  but  she  never  recovered,  and  in 
this  manner  we  lost  her. 

The  caliph  did  her  the  honour  to  weep 
over  her,  not  being  able  to  refrain  from 
tears ;  and  before  he  letl  the  room,  ordered 
aJl  the  masical  instnimcnts  to  be  broken, 
which  was  immediately  executeil.  I  etuyea 
with  her  corpse  all  night,  and  next  morning 
washed  and  dressed  her  lor  her  funeral, 
hothing  her  with  my  tears.  The  caliph 
had  her  interre<l  next  morning  in  a  magni- 
ficent tomb  he  had  erected  tor  her  in  ner 
lifetime,  in  a  place  she  had  desired  to  be 
huried  in.  Now,  since  you  tell  me,  said  she, 
the  prince  of  Persia's  body  is  to  be  brought 
JO  Aigdad,  I  will  use  my  best  endeavours 
that  he  shall  be  interred  m  the  same  tomb. 

Thejeweiler  was  much  surprised  at  this 
resolution  of  the  confidant,  and  said,  Cer- 
tainly you  do  not  consider  that  the  caliph 
will  never  suffer  this.  You  think  the  thing 
hnposible,  replied  she ;  it  is  ndt :  you  will 
alter  your  opinkm  when  I  tell  vou  Uiat  the 
caliph  has  given  liberty  to  all  her  slaves, 
with  a  pension  toeach  for  their  maintenance, 
and  has  committed  to  me  the  care  and  keep- 
ing of  my  mistressHi  tomb,  and  allotted  me 
an  annual  income  tor  that  purpose,  and  for 
my  maintenance.  Besides,  the  caliph,  who 
was  not  ignorant  of  the  amour  between 
Sehemselnmar  and  the  prince,  at  I  have 


already  told  you,  without  being  ofiended  at 
it,  will  not  be  sorry  if  af\er  her  death  he  be 
buried  with  her.  To  all  this  the  jeweller 
had  not  a  word  to  say,  yet  earnestly  entreat- 
ed the  confidant  to  conduct  him  to  her  mis- 
tress's tomb,  that  he  might  sa^  his  prayers 
over  her.  When  he  came  in  sight  of  it,  he 
was  not  a  little  8un)rised  to  fina  a  vast  con- 
course of  people  ot  both  sexes,  that  were 
come  thither  trom  all  parts  of  Bagdad.  Am 
he  could  not  come  near  the  tomb,  he  said 
his  prayers  at  a  distance ;  and  then  going 
to  the  con6dant,  who  was  waitii^  hard  bv, 
he  said  to  her,  Now  I  am  so  far  from  think- 
ing that  what  you  properly  proposed  cannot 
be  put  in  execution,  that  you  and  I  need 
only  publish  abroad  what  we  know  of  the 
amour  of  this  unfortunate  couple,  and  how 
the  prince  died  much  about  the  same  time 
with  his  mistreat.  Before  his  corpse  arrives, 
ail  Bagdad  will  concur  to  desire  that  two 
such  faithful  lovers  should  not  be  separated 
when  dead,  whom  nothing  could  divide  in 
affection  whilst  they  lived.  As  he  said,  so 
it  came  to  pass ;  for  as  soon  as  it  came  to  be 
known  that  the  corpse  was  within  a  day^ 
journey  of  the  city,  an  infinite  number  of 
I)enple  went  out  to  meet  it  above  twent^r 
miles  off,  and  atlcrwards  walked  before  it 
till  it  came  to  the  citv  gate ;  where  the  con- 
fidant, waiting  for  that  purpose,  presented 
herself  before  the  prince's  mother,  and  beg- 
ged of  her,  in  the  name  of  the  whole  city, 
who  earnestly  desiretl  it,  that  she  would  be 
)lea^d  to  consent  that  the  bodies  of  the  two 
overs,  who  hiul  but  one  he<ut  whilst  they 
ived,  from  the  time  their  mutual  passion 
commenced,  might  be  buried  in  the  same 
tomb  now  tney  were  dead.  The  princess 
immediately  consented ;  and  the  corpse  of 
the  prince,  instead  ot*  being  depositee!  in  his 
own  burying-place,  was  laid  by  Schemsel- 
nihar's  side,  aOer  it  had  been  carried  along 
in  procef«:k)n  at  the  hesid  of  an  infinite  mmi- 
ber  of  people  of  all  ranks.  From  that  time 
all  the  inhabitants  of  Bagdad,  and  even 
strangers  from  all  parts  of  the  world  where 
the  Maliometan  religion  prevails,  cease  not 
to  hold  in  the  hight!Mt  veneratk)n  that  tomb, 
and  pay  their  devotion  at  it 

7^  Story  of  the  Amours  qf  Carmaral- 
zaman.  Prince  of  the  Isles  of  the  Chil- 
dren of  KlioJedan,  and  qf  BaUouru, 
Princess  of  China, 

About  twenty  da}^  sail  on  the  coai4 
of  Pemia.  there  are  islands  in  the  main 
ocean  called  the  Islands  of  tlie  Children 
of  Khalcdan.  These  islands  are  divided 
into  tour  gi*eat  provinces,  which  liave  all  of 
them  very  flourishing  and^  pot)ulous  cities, 
forming  together  a  powerful  kingdom.  It 
was  formerly  governed  h/  a  kinf  named 
Schahzaman,*  who  had  four  lawful  wivei, 

*Thatisto«y,  inPerQan,KingaftheTiBie, 
or  King  of  the  Age. 
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all  daughteiB  of  kings,  and  sixty  concu- 
bines. 

Hchahzaman  thotight  himEelf  the  meet 
happy  monarch  of  the  world,  on  account  of 
his  peaceful  and  prosperous  reign.  One 
thin^  only  disturbed  his  happiness  ;  which 
was,  that  he  was  advanced  in  years,  and 
had  no  children,  though  he  had  so  many 
wives.  He  knew  not  to  what  to  attribute 
this  barrenness:  and  what  increased  his 
affliction  was,  that  he  was  likely  to  leave 
his  kingdom  without  a  successor.  He  dis- 
■embleu  his  discontent  a  long  while ;  and 
this  dissimulatk)n  only  heightened  his  un- 
easinesB.  At  length  he  broke  silence ;  and 
one  day,  alter  he  had  complained  bitterly 
of  his  misfortunes  to  his  grand  vizier,  he 
asked  him  if  he  knew  any  remedy  for  it. 

That  wise  minister  replied.  If  what  your 
majesty  requires  of  me  hud  depended  on  the 
ordinary  rules  of  human  wisdom,  you  had 
soon  had  an  answer  to  your  satisi'action ; 
but  my  experience  and  knowledge  fall  Jar 
short  of  your  question.  The  Divine  Power 
alone,  who,  in  the  midst  of  our  prosi)erities, 
which  often  tempt  us  to  forget  him,  is 
pleased  to  mortify  us  in  some  instance,  that 
we  may  address  our  tiioughts  to  him,  ac- 
knowledge his  omni|K)tence,  and  ask  of  him 
what  we  can  exi)ect  from  him  alone.  Your 
maiesty  hcis  sunjects,  proceeded  he,  who 
maice  a  profesRion  of  honouring  and  serving 
God,  and  suffering  great  hardships  for  his 
I  «ike;.to  them  I  would  advise  you  to  have 
recourse,  and  engage  them,  by  alms,  to  join 
their  prayers  with  youre :  it  may  be,  some 
one  among  tliein  may  be  so  pure  and  pleas- 
ing to  Grod  as  to  obtain  a  hearing  lh)m  your 
prayers. 

King  Schahzaman  approved  this  advice, 
aad  tnanketl  his  vizier  for  it  He  imme- 
diately caused  rich  alms  to  be  given  to  every 
community  of  these  holy  nien  in  his  domi- 
nions; &nd  having  sent  for  the  superiors, 
and  treated  them  with  a  frugal  feast,  de- 
clared to  them  his  intention,  and  desired 
them  to  acriuaint  their  devout  men  with  it. 

The  king  obtained  of  heaven  what  he  re- 
quested ;  for  in  nine  months'  time  he  had  a 
son  by  one  of  his  wives.  To  expret-s  his 
gratitude  to  heaven,  he  sent  new  alm3  to 
the  communities  of  devout  Muss\ilmen,and 
the  prince's  birth-day  was  celebrated  not 
only  in  his  capital,  but  throughout  his  do- 
minions for  a  whole  week.  The  prince  was 
brou^'<a  to  him  as  soon  as  born,  and  he  found 
him  so  beautiful,  that  he  gave  him  the  name 
of  Caniaralzuman,  or  Moon  of  the  Aj?e. 

He  was  brought  up  with  all  imaginable 
care ;  and  when  he  came  to  a  proijer  age, 
his  father  appointed  him  an  experienced  go- 
vernor, and  able  preceptors.  These  j)erson8, 
distinguisheil  by  their  capacity,  found  in 
him  a  ready  wit,  cajHibleol  receiving  all  the 
instructions  that  were  proper  to  be  given 
him,  as  well  in  relation  to  morals  as  other 
knowledge  which  a  prince  ought  to  possess. 
As  he  grew  up,  he  learned  allhis exercises, 


and  acqaitted  himself  with  luch  mice  and 
wonderful  address,  as  charmed  all  that  saw 
him,  and  particularly  the  sultan  his  father. 

Having  attained  the  age  of  fifteen  yeara 
the  sultan,  who  loved  him  so  tenderly,  and 
irave  him  every  day  new  marks  of  his  aifec- 
tion,  had  thoughts  of  giving  him  a  «till 
greater,  by  resigning  his  throne  to  him,  and 
acquainted  his  grand  vizier  with  his  inlen- 
tioiLs.  I  fear,  said  he,  lest  ray  son  should 
lose  in  ijie  inactivky  of  youth  those  advan- 
tages which  nature  and  my  education  have 
^iven  him :  therefore,  since  I  am  advanced 
m  age,  and  ought  to  think  of  retirement,  I 
have  thoughts  of  resigning  the  government 
to  him,  and  passing  the  remainder  of  my 
Hays  in  the  satisfaction  of  seeinffhim  reigiL 
I  have  undergone  the  fatigue  oTa  crown  a 
long  while,  and  think  it  now  proper  far  mm 
to  retire. 

The  grand  vizier  declined  oflering  all  the 
reasons  he  could  have  alleged  to  djasiiade 
the  sultan  from  such  a  proceeding ;  on  the 
contrary^  he  agreed  with  him  in  opinion. 
Sir.  replied  he,  the  prince  is  yet  hot  young, 
and  it  would  not  be,  in  my  humble  ojpinkML 
advisable  to  burthen  him  with  the  weight  or 
a  crown  so  soon.  Your  majesty  feiUB.  with 
^reat  reason,  liis  youth  may  be  corruplediB 
imiolence ;  but  to  remedy  that,  do  not  you 
think  it  would  be  proper  to  marry  him? 
Marriage  forms  attachment,  and  prevent! 
dissipation.  Your  majesty  might  then  ad- 
mit nim  of  your  council,  where  he  woold 
learn  by  degrees  the  art  of  reigning,  and  so 
be  qualified  to  receive  your  authority,  when- 
ever, by  your  own  experience,  you  shall 
tliink  him  qualifie<l. 

Schahzaman  tbund  this  ad  vk^eofhis  prime 
minister's  highly  reasonable,  therelbre  sum- 
moned the  prince  to  appear  before  him  at 
the  same  time  that  he  dismissed  the  grand 
vizier. 

The  prince,  who  had  been  accustomed  to 
see  his  father  only  at  certain  times,  without 
being  sent  lor,  was  a  little  startled  at  thif 
summons ;  when,  therefore,  he  came  beibie 
him.  he  saluted  him  with  great  respect,  and 
stood  with  his  eyes  fixed  on  the  ground. 

The  sultan  perceiving  his  conBtrahU, 
said  to  him  in  a  mild  way.  Do  you  knofw 
son,  for  what  reason  I  have  sent  ibr  you  i 
The  prince  modestly  replied,  God  akne 
knows  the  heart ;  I  shall  hear  it  from  your 
majesty  with  pleasure.  I  sent  for  you,  said 
the  sultan,  to  inform  you  I  have  an  tntentkn 
of  providing  a  proper  marriage  &r  you; 
what  do  you  think  of  it  ? 

Prince  Camaralzaman  heard  thk  with 
great  uneasiness ;  it  so  surprised  him,  thai 
he  paused  and  knew  not  what  answer  lo 
make.  Afler  a  few  moments'  silcmce,  here- 
plied.  Sir,  I  beseech  you  to  pardon  me,  if  I 
seem  surprised  at  the  declaratkm  yoxk  have 
made  to  me.  I  did  not  expect  such  propo- 
sals to  one  so  young  as  I  am ;  and  I  know 
not  whetber  I  coula  ever  prevail  on  myealf 
to  marry,  on  account  of  the  trouble  ' 
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to  a  married  life,  and  the  many  treacheries 
of  women,  which  I  have  read  of.  I  may  not 
be  always  of  the  same  mind ;  yet  I  perceive 
it  requii'cs  time  to  determine  on  what  your 
mujcpty  requires  of  me. 

Prince  Canuiralzainiui's  answer  extreme- 
ly afflicted  his  father.  He  was  not  a  little 
sieved  to  see  what  an  aversion  ho  had 
to  marriage ;  yet  would  not  charge  him  with 
disobedience,  nor  exert  his  paternal  autho- 
rity. He  contented  himself  witli  telling  him 
he  would  nut  force  his  inclinations,  but  give 
him  time  toconader  of  the  proposal,  and 
reflect,  that  a  prince  like  him,  destined  to 
govern  a  great  kingdom,  ought  to  take  some 
caro  to  leave  a  successor;  and  that,  in 
giving  himself  that  satisfaction,  he  conunu- 
nicat^  it  to  his  father,  who  would  be  glad 
to  see  himself  revive  in  his  son  and  his  issue. 

Schahzaman  said  no  more  to  the  prince : 
he  atlmitted  him  into  his  council,  and  gave 
him  every  reason  to  be  satisfied.  At  the  end 
of  the  year,  he  took  him  aside,  and  said  to 
him.  My  son,  have  >'ou  thoroughly  const- 
dared  ot  what  I  propGMEed  to  you  about  mar- 
rying last  year  ?  Willyou  still  refuse  me 
tnat  pleasure  I  expect  from  your  obedience, 
and  sutler  me  to  die  without  giving  me  that 
flBtisfactk>n  ? 

The  prince  seemed  less  disconcerted  than 
befbre,and  was  not  long  answering  his  father 
to  this  eOinct :  Sir,  I  have  not  neglected,  to 
consider  of  your  propoisal ;  but  afler  the 
maturest  reflection,  find  myself  more  con- 
firmed in  my  resolution  to  continue  as  I  am 
witliout  engaging  in  marriage.  In  short, 
the  infinite  mischief  I  have  read  in  histories 
caused  in  the  world  bv  women,  and  the  con- 
tinual miscliiels  I  still  hear  done  by  tliem, 
ore  powerful  motives  for  me  to  have  nothing 
to  do  with  them :  so  that  1  ho|)e  your  nuijes- 
ty  will  iMirdon  me  if  I  presume  to  tell  you  it 
will  be  in  vain  to  solicit  me  any  farther 
about  marriat;l^  lie  ^>tnpt  here,  and  went 
out,  without  staying  to  liear  what  the  sul- 
tan would  answer. 

Any  monarch  but  Schalizaman  would 
have  oecn  very  aii^ry  at  such  freedom  in  a 
8on,  and  wtmld  have  made  him  re|)ent  it ; 
but  he  loved  him,  aiul  prcierred  gentle  me- 
tho;U  before  ho  i)nxk'e(led  to  compulsion. 
He  conununic^ited  this  iiew  cause  of  dis- 
content to  lii.<4  prinu;  minii^ter.  I  have  fol- 
io wetl  your  mlvict*,  «ii(l  he^but  Camaral- 
zaman  is  farther  thiin  ever  from  complying 
with  my  dt^sinv.  II43  dolivered  his  resolu- 
tion in  such  \'nHi  terms,  that  it  retjuired  all 
my  rciiHon  and  nio<leration  to  kee  >  my  teni- 
pcr.  Fathers,  who  so  earnestly  desire  chil- 
dren a^  I  did  this  son.  are  fboU  w  \o  seek  to 
deprive  theinfielv(V<  of  that  rest  which  it  is 
in  tlieir  own  |X)wer  to  rnjoy  without  con- 
trol. Tell  nie.  I  be.-eech  you,  how  I  shall 
reclaim  a  disiNMsition  oo  reWllioiistomy  will. 

Sir,  aiiswercil  the  i^niiui  vi/ior.  imtience 
brings  many  things  al>oul  that  before  seem- 
ed ifnpmctlrable ;  but  it  may  be  tiiis  afiair 


way.  Your  mcuestv  will  have  no  cause  to 
reproach  yourself  for  precipitatbn,  if*  you 
would  ffive  the  prince  another  year  to  con 
sider  of  the  matter.  If  in  this  interval,  he 
return  to  his  duty,  you  will  have  the  greater 
satisfactk)n,  as  you  will  have  employed  only 
paternal  love  to  induce  him ;  and  if  he  stul 
continue  averse  to  your  proposal  wheji  this 
is  expired,  your  majesty  may  i)ropo8e  it  to 
him  m  full  council,  that  it  is  highly  neces- 
sary for  the  ^cxxi  of  the  state  tliat  he  sliould 
marry ;  and  it  is  not  likely  he  will  refuse  to 
comply  with  you  before  so  ffrave  an  assem- 
bly, wmch  you  honour  with  your  presence. 

Tlie  sultan,  who  so  nassMuately  desired 
to  see  his  son  married,  thought  the  long  de- 
lay an  age ;  however,  though  with  muc^ 
difficulty,  he  yielded  to  his  grand  vizier's 
reasons,  which  he  could  not  disapprove. ' 

Afler  the  grand  vizier  Ava*  gone,  sultan 
Schahzaman  went  to  the  apartment  of  the 
mother  of  prince  Camaralzaman,  to  whom 
he  Iiad  of\en  expressed  his  desire  to  see  the 
prince  married.  When  he  had  told  her, 
with  grief,  how  his  son  had  refused  to  cotn- 
ply  with  his  wishes  a  second  time,  and  tlie 
mdulffence,  which  by  the  advice  of  his 
granu  vizier,  he  was  mclined  to  sliow  him, 
he  said,  Madam.  I  know  lie  has  more  confi- 
dence in,  and  will  hearken  more  to  vou  than 
me ;  therefore,  I  desire  you  wouki  take  an 
opportunity  to  talk  to  him  seriously  about 
it,  and  convince  him,  that  if  he  persists  in 
his  obstinacy,  he  will  oblige  me  to  have  re- 
course to  extremities,  which  I  should  be 
sorry  for,  and  which  may  give  him  cause 
to  repent  having  disobeyed  me. 

Fatima,  lor  so  was  the  lady  called,  ac- 
quainted the  prince  the  firet  time  she  saw 
him.  that  she  had  been  informed  of  his  se- 
cond refusal  to  marry,  and  how  much  clia- 
grin  he  had  occaskmed  his  father  on  that  ac- 
count. Madam,  said  the  prince,  I  beseech 
you  not  to  renew  my  grief  upon  that  head. 
I  fear,  in  my  present  uneasiness,  something 
may  escape  me,  which  may  not  altogether 
corresiwnd  with  tlie  res|)ect  I  owe  >*ou. 
Fatima  knew  by  tliis  answer  tliat  this 
was  not  a  proper  time  to  sneak  to  him,  and 
therefore  deferred  what  she  liad  to  say  to 
another  opportunity. 

Some  considerable  time  aflex,  Fatima 
thought  she  hiul  Ibund  a  more  favourable 
opportunity,  which  gave  herliopes  of  being 
heard  upon  that  subject.  Son,  said  she,  I 
beg  of  you,  if  it  be  not  disagreeable,  to  tell 
me  wliat  reaion  you  have  lor  your  so  great 
aversran  to  marriage  ?  If  it  be  only  tJie 
wickedne*^  of  some  women,  nothing  can  be 
more  unreasonable  and  weak.  I  will  not 
undertake  the  defence  of  tlvKe  that  are  bad ; 
there  are  a  great  number  of  thein  umknibt- 
eiUy ;  but  it  would  be  the  height  of  injustice 
to  condemn  all  the  sex  for  their  sakes.— 
Alas  !  my  son,  you  have  in  your  books  met 
with  many  bad  women,  who  lvaveoccuskM>- 
ed  great  mischief,  and  I  will  not  cxcum 


IK  of  a  nature  not  likely  to  succeed  that '  them ;  but  you  do  not  consider  how  many 
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moDarchs,  sultanB,  and  other  princes,  there 
have  been  in  the  world,  who6«  tyrannies, 
barbanties,  and  cruelties  astonished  thopc 
that  read  ofthem,  as  well  as  mvself '.  Now.  fbr 
one  wicked  woman,  joa  will  meet  with  a 
thoueand  tyrants  and  barbarians ;  and  what 
torment  do  you  think  a  |^ood  woman  must 
luidergo,  who  is  matched  with  amy  of  these 
wretches? 

Madam,  replied  Camaralzaman,  I  doubt 
not  ^ere  are  a  great  number  of  wise,  virtu- 
ous, ^ood,  af&ble,  and  well-behaved  wo- 
men m  the  world :  would  to  God  they  all 
resembled  you !  But  what  deters  me  is  the 
doubtful  choice  a  roan  is  obliged  to  make; 
and  oflentimes  one  has  not  the  hberty  of 
folbwing  his  inclination. 

Let  us  suppose  then,  madam,  continued 
he,  that  I  had  a  mind  to  marrv,  as  the  sul- 
tan mv  father  so  earnestly  desires,  what 
wife,  think  you,would  he  be  likely  to  pro- 
vide for  me?  JProbablya  princess  whom 
he  would  demand  of  some  neighbouring 
prince,  and  who  would  think  it  an  honour 
done  him  to  send  him  her.  Handsome  or 
ugly,  she  most  be  taken ;  nay.  suppose  no 
other  princess  excelled  her  in  beauty,  who 
can  be  certain  that  her  temper  woiild  be 
good ;  that  she  wouldbeafEible,compiaisant, 
easy,  oblijging,  and  the  like?  That  her 
eonversation  would  generally  turn  on  solid 
sal^ectB,  and  not  on  dress,  lashkHis,  oma- 
nientB,  and  a  thousand  such  fooleries,  which 
would  disgust  any  man  of  sense  ?  In  a 
word,  that  she  would  not  be  haughty,  proud, 
arrogant,  impertinent,  scornful,  and  waste 
an  estate  in  frivolous  expenses,  such  as  ^ay 
clothes,  jewels,  toys,  and  foolish,  misfaken 
magnificence  ? 

You  see,  madam,  continued  he,  by  one 
single  article,  how  many  reasons  a  man 
may  have  to  be  disgu^ed  at  marriage. 
Let  this  princess  be  never  so  perfect,  accom- 
plished, and  irreproachable  in  her  conduct, 
I  kave  3ret  a  great  many  more  reasons  not 
to  alter  my  opmion  and  resolution. 

What,  son,  replicil  Fatima,  have  you  then 
more  reasons  after  those  you  have  already 
alleged?  I  do  not  doubt  of  being  able  to 
answer  them,  and  stop  your  mouth  with  a 
word.  You  may  proceed,  madam,  replied 
the  prince,  and  perhaps  I  may  find  a  reply 
to  vour  answer. 

I  mean,  son,  said  Falima,  that  it  is  easy 
lor  a  prinee  who  has  had  the  misfortune  to 
man^  such  a  wifo  as  )qqu  describe,  to  get 
rkl  of  her,  and  lake  care  chat  she  mav  not 
flvin  the  state.  Ah>  madam,  replied  ttie 
jNinee,  but  you  do  not  consider  what  a  mor- 
tifieatbn  K  would  be  to  a  person  of  so  great 
qttalky,  to  be  obliged  to  come  to  such  an 
extreicHy.  Would  it  not  have  been  more 
for  his  iionour  and  quiet,  that  he  had  never 
run  sueh  a  risk  ? 

But,  son,  said  Fatima  once  more,  as  you 
lake  the  case,  I  apprehend  you  have  a  mind 
<o  be  the  luti  kiiq?  of  your  race,  who  have 


reined  so  long  and  gloriously  over  the  islei 
of  the  children  of  Khaledan. 

Madam,  rei)lied  the  prince,  for  myself  I 
do  not  desire  to  survive  the  king^my  rather ; 
and  if  I  should  die  before  hixn^  it  would  be 
no  f  reat  matter  of  wonder,  since  so  many 
cl41areii  have  died  before  their  parents. 
But  it  is  always  glorious  to  a  race  oSf  kings, 
that  it  sliould  end  with  a  prince  worthy  to 
be  so,  2IS  I  should  endeavour  to  make  my- 
self like  my  prcdecesBors,  and  like  the  fiist 
of  our  race. 

From  that  time  Fatima  had  frequent  con- 
ferences with  her  son  the  prince  on  the  same 
subject ;  and  she  omitted  no  opportunity  or 
argument  to  endeavour  to  root  out  his  aver- 
sion to  the  fair  sex ;  but  he  eluded  all  her 
reasonings  by  such  arguments  as  ibe  could 
not  well  answer,  and  continued  in  the  same 
mind. 

The  year  expired,  and,  to  the  great  regret 
of  the  sultan,  prince  Camaralzaman  eave 
not  the  least  sign  of  having  changea  hk 
sentiments.  One  dav.  therefore,  when  there 
was  a  great  council  held,  the  prime  vizier, 
the  other  viziers,  the  principal  ofBcervofthe 
crown,  and  the  generals  or  the  army  beings 
present,  the  sultan  began  to  speak  thus  to 
the  prince :  My  son,  it  is  now  a  long  while 
since  I  have  cxpitsssed  to  you  m^  earnest 
desire  to  sec  you  married ;  and  I  imagined 
you  would  have  had  more  complaisance  Ibr 
a  fatlier,  who  required  nothing  unreasona- 
ble of  you,  than  to  oi)ix)6e  him  so  long.  But 
alter  so  long  resintiuice  on  your  part,  which 
has  almost  worn  out  my  patience,  I  have 
thought  fit  to  ])roi)OHc  the  same  thing  once 
more  to  vou  in  the  presence  of  my  council. 
I  would  have  you  consider  that  you  ouj^ht 
not  to  have  rcfa^^d  this,  if  merely  to  obuge 
a  parent ;  the  well-being  of  my  dominioDi 
rexiuircs  it ;  and  the  tissembly  here  present 
join  with  me  to  rtfiuire  it  of  you.  Declare 
yourself,  then  ;  that  according  to  >'our  an* 
swer,  I  may  take  the  proi>er  m^isures. 

The  prince  aiLswered  with  so  little  leseitn^ 
or  nither  with  po  much  warmth,  that  tht 
sultan,  enniged  to  see  liiraFelf  thwarted  by 
him  in  full  c-cjuncil,  cried  out,  Huw,  unna 
tuml  son  !  have  you  the  insolence  to  talk 
thus  to  your  father  iuid  sultan  ?  He  order 
ed  the  guards  to  take  him  away,  and  can^ 
him  to  an  okl  tower  that  had  been  unoeen- 
pied  Cot  a  long  while,  where  he  was  shol 
up,  with  only  a  l)eii,  a  little  furniture,  eom 
book^,  and  one  slave  to  attend  him. 

Camaralzaman.  thus  deprived  of  liberty 
was  nevertheless  pleased  he  hatl  thefreedoin 
to  converse  with  his  books,  and  that  made 
him  look  on  his  confinement  with  indifler* 
encc.  In  the  evening  he  bathed  and  said 
his  pmytirB;  and  alter  having  read  soma 
chapters  in  the  Konin,  with  the  same  tran- 
quillity of  mind  as  if  he  had  been  in  the 
sultan's  palace,  he  undre$»ed  himself  and 
went  to  bed,  leaving  his  lamp  burning  inf 
him  all  tlie  while  he  slept. 
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In  this  tower  was  a  well,  which  cerveil  in 
the  dartime  for  a  retreat  to  a  ccrt.iin  fairy, 
BBJOca  Maimoune,  dtiughter  of  Daranat, 
Idiis  oi  head  of  a  lesiw  ot'  ^nies.  It  was 
t^iMt  midaight  when  Maimoune  eprang 
I^ht^  to  the  mouth  of  tho  well,  to  irander 
about  the  world  after  her  ivonted  custom, 
wbeie  her  euriooilY  led  her.  She  waa  aur- 
priied  to  fee  a  light  in  prince  Camaralza- 
man%  chamber.    She  entered,  and  without 


piivd  at  mieiag  any  bodj  in  it 

Prince  Camaralzaman  hod  but  half- 
covered  hii  face  with  the  bed-clothea,  which 
Mahnouoe  lifted  ud,  and  perceived  the 
fioMt  yoDiic  moD  wo  had  sten  in  all  her 
nmblM  through  the  world.  What  beauty, 
or  rather  what  prodigy  of  beauty,  said  she 
within  heraelf,  must  this  yourn  wpear 
when  the  eyea  concealed  by  bo  well-formed 
CTelidi,  ahalt  be  open !  what  crime  can 
he  have  committed,  that  a  man  of  his  high 
rank  can  doMrve  to  be  treated  thus  rigor- 
aadyl  Ibr  ibe  had  alread/  heard  his  story, 
and  oould  hardly,  believe  it. 

Bhe  could  not  Ibrbear  ailmiring  the  prince, 
tfll,  at  length,  having  kiaeed  him  rently  chi 
both  cbeeus,  and  in  the  middle  ot^he  tbie- 
IkeadiWiUiout  waking  him,  Hhe  laid  the  bed- 
clothes in  the  order  they  were  in  before,  and 
look  her  flight  into  the  air.  Ah  she  mounted 
lugh  to  the  middle  region,  ahc  heard  a  great 
flapping  (f  wingB,  which  made  hur  fly  that 
way;  andwhen  she  approached,  she  knew 
it  wa*  a  genie  who  mnac.  ihe  noiae,  hut  it 
wa<  one  of  those  that  are  relK'Nioiis  against 
God,  As  for  Miiinioiiiip.  ehe  belcinsa-d  to 
Ibat  elnaswhom  Uie  ^n-at  Solomon  com- 
pelled 10  acknowledge  n in. 

This  genie,  whoae  iiami;  was  DiuihnFch, 
and  son  of  Schamhoum.-icli.  knew  Mai- 
moune, aitd  was  wi/ed  with  fcnr,  being 
lUMJMa  hcnr  much  power  tUe  hud  over  him 
hy  her  nibmiaion  to  tlic  Almightv.  He 
W3uld  hin  have  avoided  her,  but  she  waa 


Brave  Maimoune,  said  he,  b  the  tone  of 
asuppliant,  eweor  tome  in  the  name  of  tho 
great  God  that  you  will  not  hurt  me,  and 
I  swear  ak>  on  my  part  not  to  do  you  any 

Cursed  genie,  leplied  Maimoune,  what 
hurt  canst  thou  do  me  ?  I  fear  thee  not: 
but  I  will  grant  thee  this  lavonr— I  wm 
swear  not  to  do  thee  anv  harm.  Tell  me 
then,  wondering  spirit,  whence  thou  comest, 
what  thou  hast  seen,  and  what  thou  hut 
done  this  night  Fair  lady,  answered  Diui- 
hasch.  ^rou  meet  me  in  agood  time  to  bear 
somettungvery  wonderfuT 

7^  fiwlory  q/ (Ae  PrtiKCM  (tf  CAtao. 


1  the  last  islands  of  this  hemispheie.— But, 

iiarmiiK  Maimoune,  said  Danhasch,  who 
trembledwith  Aar  at  the  sight  of  this  fair^, 
so  that  he  could  hanlly  spotk,  promise  mo 
at  least  you  will  forgive  me,  and  let  me  go 

1  after  I  have  satimed  your  demands. 

Go  on,  go  on,  cutved  spirit,  replied  Mot- 


II,  mm  viipnble  of  breaking  the  solemn 
-_ith  I  have  made  ?  Be  mire  you  tell  m>- 
thing  but  what  is  true,  or  I  eholl  clip  thy 
wings,  and  treat  thee  oj  thou  dcscrvert, 

Dnnhosrh.n  little  heartened  at  the  wnnb 
orMaimouriP.aiiil.MydcarlBily,  Iwilltell 
you  nothing  but  >vlii[t  ii<  ptrictly  true,  ifym 
will  but  have  the  i^lnras  to  hear  me. 
Tliecouiitrvol'<'hiiKi,  fromwheiKelcom^ 
is  one  of  Inc  largest  and  most  inwerfiu 
kingdomsof  the  earth,  on  which  df^iend  tho 
utmost  inlands  of  this  hemisphere,  ns  I  have 
already  told  you.  Thehingof^bcoiuitn 
ia  at  present  Gainur,  who  has  an  only  daugn- 
ter,  the  flnest  woman  that  ever  wao  soon  in 
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the  world,  einee  it  was  &  world.  Neither 
you  nor  I,  nor  your  clan  nor  mine,  nor  all 
our  respective  genies,  have  exprcasionB 
strong  enough,  nor  eloquence  sufiicient,  to 
draw  any  resemblance  ofthis  brilliant  laidv. 
Her  hair  is  brown,  and  of  so  great  a  length, 
that  it  reaches  far  below  her  feet,  ana  so 
thick,  that  it  may  be  fitly  compared  to  one 
of  those  fine  clusters  of  grapes,  whose  fruit 
is  so  very  large,  when  she  has  fastened  it  in 
buckles  on  her  head.  Her  forehead  is  as 
smooth  as  the  best  polished  mirror,  and  ad- 
mirably formed;  her  eyes,  level  with  her 
head,  are  black,  sparkli^,  and  full  of  fire ; 
her  nose  is  neither  too  long  nor  too  short, 
and  her  mouth  small,  and  of  a  vermilion 
colour ;  her  teeth  are  like  two  rows  of  pearls, 
and  surpass  the  finest  in  whiteness.  When 
she  moves  her  tongue  to  speak,  she  utters  a 
sweet  and  most  agreeable  voice,  and  ex- 

f tresses  herself  in  such  terms,  as  sufficiently 
ndicate  the  vivacity  of  her  wit  The  whitest 
cdabaster  is  not  fairer  than  her  neck.  In  a 
word,  by  this  imperfect  sketch,  you  may 
cucss  there  is  no  beauty  likely  to  exceed 
ner  in  the  world. 

Any  one  that  did  not  know  the  king,  fa- 
ther ofthis  incomparable  princess,  would  be 
apt  to  imagine,  from  the  great  respect  and 
kmdnesB  he  shows  her,  that  he  was  ena- 
moured with  her.  Never  did  a  lover  more 
for  the  most  beloved  mistress  than  he  lias 
been  seen  to  do  for  her.  The  most  vk)lent 
H^ousy  never  suggested  such  measures  as 
nk  care  to  keep  her  from  every  one  but  the 
msin  who  is  to  marry  her,  has  put  him  upon 
inventing  sind  executing ;  ana  that  the  re- 
treat which  he  has  resolved  to  place  her  in 
mav  not  seem  irlcsome  to  her,  he  has  built 
for  ner  seven  palaces,  the  most  extraordina- 
ry and  magmficent  that  ever  were  known. 

The  first  palace  is  of  rock  crystal ;  the 
second  of  brass ;  the  tliird  of  fine  steel ;  the 
fourth  of  another  sort  of  brass  more  valua- 
ble than  the  foregoing,  or  than  steel ;  tlie 
fifth  of  touchstone ;  the  sixth  of  silver ;  and 
the  seventh  of  massy  gold.  He  has  furnish- 
ed these  palaces  most  sumptuously,  each  in 
a  manner  proportionable  to  the  materials 
that  it  b  built  of.  He  has  filled  the  gar- 
dens with  parterres  of  grass  and  flowers, 
intermixed  with  pieces  of  water,  water- 
works, jets  d'eau,  canals,  casc€ules,  and  se- 
veral ^reat  groves  of  trees,  where  the  eye 
is  lost  m  prospect,  and  where  the  sun  never 
enters,  all  of  whk^n  are  differently  smranffed 
King  Gaiour,  in  a  word,  has  shown,  Uiat 
his  paternal  bve  has  led  him  to  spare  no 
expense. 

Upon  the  fame  of  this  incomparable  prin- 
^esB^s  beauty,  the  most  powerful  neighbour- 
ing kings  sent  ambassaoors  to  request  her  in 
marriage.  The  kin^ofChina  received  them 
all  in  the  same  obliging  manner ;  but  as  he 
roiolved  not  to  marry  his  daughter  without 
her  consent,  and  she  did  not  like  any  of  the 
[Murties,  the  ambassadors  were  forced  to  re- 
Cam  as  they  came,  as  to  the  subject  of  their 


embassy;  but  they  were  perfectly  satisfied 
with  the  great  honouni  and  civilities  they 
had  received. 

Sir,  saki  the  princess  to  the  king,  her  fii- 
ther,  you  have  an  inclinatbn  to  see  me 
married,  and  think  to  oblige  me  by  it ;  but 
where  shall  I  find  such  stately  palaces  and 
deUciousgardens  as  I  have  with  your  ma- 
jesty V  Through  your  good  pleasure,  I  am 
under  no  constraint,  and  have  the  sameho- 
rK)urB  shown  to  me,  as  are  paid  to  youraelfl 
These  are  advantages  I  cannot  expect  to 
find  any  where  else,  to  whatsoever  husband 
I  should  give  my  hand ;  men  love  ever  to  be 
masters,  and  I  do  not  care  to  be  commanded. 

Afler  divers  more  eiuboNies  on  the  same 
occasion,  there  came  one  from  the  most  rich 
and  potent  king  of  all  that  had  iiithertosent. 
Tills  prince  the  king  of  China  recommended 
to  his  daughter  oii  a  hasband,  urging  many 
powerful  arguments  to  ehow  how  much  it 
would  be  to  her  advantage  to  accept  him  ; 
but  ^e  entreated  her  father  to  dispense  with 
her  accepting  him,  for  the  same  reason  as 
before.  He  pressed  her;  but  instead  of 
complying,  she  lost  all  the  respect  due  to 
the  king,  ner  father :  Sir,  said  she,  in  anger, 
talk  to  me  no  more  of  this,  or  any  other 
match,  unless  you  would  have  me  plunge 
this  poniard  in  my  bosom,  to  deliver  my&m 
from  your  importunities. 

The  king,  greatly  enraged,  said.  Daugh- 
ter, you  are  mad,  and  I  must  treat  you  as 
such.  In  a  word,  he  had  her  shut  up  in  a 
single  apartment  of  one  of  his  palaces,  and 
allowed  ner  only  ten  old  women  to  wait  upon 
her,  and  keep  her  company,  tlie  chid' where- 
of had  been  her  nurtite ;  tmd  that  the  kings, 
his  neighbours,  wlio  had  sent  embassies  to 
him  on  tliis  account,  might  not  think  anjK 
more  of  her,  he  de8[)atched  envoys  to  them 
severally,  to  let  them  know  how  averse  h» 
daughter  was  to  marriage ;  and  as  he  did 
not  doubtbut  she  was  remly  mod,  he  charg- 
ed them  to  make  known  in  every  court,  that 
if  there  was  any  physician  that  woula  un- 
dertake to  come  and  cure  her,  he  should,  3" 
he  succeeded,  have  her  fhv  hii»  |)ains. 

Fair  Maimoune,  continued  D-anhasch,  all 
that  I  have  told  you  is  true :  and  I  have  not 
failed  to  go  every  day  regularly  to  contem- 
plate this  incomparable  beauty,  to  whom  I 
would  be  very  sorry  to  ilo  the  least  harm, 
nqtwitlistanding  mv  natural  inclination  (o 
mischief.  Come  and  sec  her,  I  conjure  >'ou : 
it  would  be  well  worth  your  while,  when 
you  find  by  your  own  view  I  am  no  liar.  1 
am  ready  to  wait  on  you  txfi  a  guide,  and 
you  have  only  to  commaiMl  me.  I  doubt 
not  but  you  would  think  yourself  obliged  to 
me  for  the  sight  of  a  princess  unequalled  £r 
beauty. 

Instead  of  answering  Danha^^rh,  Mai- 
moune bufRt  out  into  violent  laughter, 
which  lasted  for  some  time;  and  Diuihusch. 
not  knowing  what  might  be  the  ocra^ionoi 
it,  was  astoiushed  beyond  mea^nire.  When 
she  had  lauglied  ber  fill,  slie  cried.  Good, 
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cood,  venr  good !  you  would  have  me  then 
believe  aO  3^ouhave  told  me !  Ithoo^ht  ]^ 
deiigDed  to  tell  me  something  surprising 
and  extraordinary,  and  you  have  been  talk- 
ing all  this  while  of  a  mad  woman.  Fie.  60 ! 
-»what  would  you  say,  cursed  genie,  it' you 
had  seen  the  beautiful  prince  that  1  am  just 
eome  from  seeing,  ana  whom  I  love  as  he 
deserves  ?  I  am  confident  you  would  soon 
give  up  the  contest  and  not  pretend  to  com- 
oare  your  choice  with  mine. 

Agreeable  Maimoune,  replied  Danhasch, 
may  J  presume  to  ask  you  who  is  this  prince 
you  speak  of  ?  Know,  answered  Maimoune, 
the  same  thing  has  happened  to  him  as  to 
vour  princess.  The  kin^,  his  father,  would 
nave  married  him  a^aiiici  his  will ;  but  af- 
ter much  importunit/,  he  Ihmkly  told  him, 
he  would  liave  nothiiig  to  do  with  a  witc. 
For  tliis  reason,  he  la  at  this  moment  impri- 
soned in  an  old  tower,  where  I  make  my  re- 
■idence.  and  whence  I  came  but  just  now 
fiom  a<imiring  him. 

I  will  not  absolutely  contradict  you,  re- 
plied Danhasch ;  but  my  prettjf  lady,  vou 
must  give  me  leave  to  be  ol*  opinion,  till  I 
have  seen  your  prince,  tliat  no  mortal  upon 
earth  can  come  up  to  the  beauty  of  my 
princess.  Hold  thy  tongue,  cursed  sprite, 
replied  Msumoune.  I  tell  thee  onc(^  more 
that  can  never  be.  I  will  not  contend  with 
3nou,  said  Danhasch :  but  the  way  to  be  con- 
vinced whether  what  I  say  is  true  or  false, 
is  to  accept  of  the  proposal  I  made  you  to  go 
and  see  my  prinoeiu,  and  atier  that  I  will 
go  with  jou  to  your  prince. 

There  is  no  need  I  phould  take  eo  much 
pains,  replied  Maimoune ;  there  is  anotlier 
^vay  to  satisfy  us  butli,  and  that  is,  lor  you 
to  bring  your  princei«.  and  place  her  at  my 
prince's  Bed-side ;  by  tiiis  means,  it  will  be 
easy  lor  us  to  coini)are  them  togetlicr  and 
determine  tlie  dB^mte. 

Danliasch  consented  tu  what  Maimoune 
had  imjposed,  and  dctemuncd  to  set  out 
immediately  for  China,  upon  that  errand. 
But  Maimoune  drew  him  aside,  and  told 
him  she  must  first  sliow  him  the  tower  whi- 
ther he  was  to  brin^  the  princess.  They 
flew  togetlier  to  the  tower ;  and  when  Mai- 
moune had  sliowii  it  to  l>aiiha»«ch,  she  cried. 
Go,  letch  your  uriiiceMs,  and  do  it  quickly. 
lor  you  sliall  tiiut  me  here ;  but  hear  me ;  I 
mean  you  should  at  least  jiav  the  wsurer,  if 
my  prince  is  more  beautiful  than  your  i)nn- 
CORS,  and  I  will  \yfiy  it  il*^'our  princess  is 
more  bcautiiul  than  my  prince. 

Danhasch  lell  Miiiniounc,  and  flew  to- 
wanls  China,  whejice  he  soon  returned  with 
iiicretlible  rtpoe<li  briiiginj|  the  fair  princess 
akms:  ^nthhim  aitjeep.  Maimoune  receiv- 
ed liini,  and  introduced  him  into  the  cham- 
ber of  priiire  Canuiralzanian,  where  tliey 
pbicpd  the  luinceiK  by  the  prince's f4de. 

When  tJie  prince  and  pnncem  wen;  thus 
laid  together,  there  aroue  a  ^ruat  contest 
between  tlic  ^enie  and  the  tairy  about  the 
PBe&ience  of  tlicir  beauty.  They  were  some 
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time  admiring  and  comparing  them  without 
speaking.  At  len^  Uanhasch  broke  si- 
lence, and  said  to  Maimoune,  You  see,  and 
I  have  already  told  you,  my  prineess  wav 
handsomer  than  vour  prmce ;  now,  I  hope, 
you  are  convinced  of  it 

How !  convinced  of  it !  replied  Maimoune; 
I  am  not  convinced  of  it,  and  you  must  be 
blind,  if  you  cannot  see  that  my  prince  has 
the  better  in  the  comparison.  The  princess 
is  fair,  I  do  not  deny ;  but  if  you  compare 
them  toother  without  prejudice,  you  will 
quickly  see  the  difference. 

Though  I  should  compare  them  never  so 
o(\en,  paid  Danhasch,  I  could  never  change 
my  opinion.  I  aiw  at  first  si^ht  what  I  see 
now,  and  time  will  not  make  me  see  differ- 
ently: however,  this  shall  not  hinder  my 
yieliiinf^  to  vou,  charming  Maimoune.  if  you 
ilesin^  it.  I  would  not  have  you  yield  to  me 
as  a  favour!  Ipcomit,  said  Maimoune:  I 
would  not  receive  a  favour  at  the  hand  of 
such  a  wicked  genie.  I  refer  the  matter  to 
an  umpire,  ancl  if  you  will  not  consent,  I 
shall  win  bv  your  refutnl. 

Danhasch,  who  wasreadjf  to  have  shown 
a  ditierent  kind  of  complaii>anoe  for  Mai- 
moune, no  sooner  gave  his  consent,  but 
Maimoune  stamping  with  her  foot,  the  earth 
oi)ened,  and  out  came  a  hideous*j  humi;>- 
backeil,  squinting,  and  lame  genie,  with 
six  horns  on  his  head,  and  claws  on  his 
haniis  and  tbet  As  soon  as  he  vnxa  come 
out,  and  the  earth  had  closed  up,  he,  per- 
ceiving Maimoune,  cast  himself  at  her  teet ; 
and  then,  rising  up  on  one  knee,  asked  her 
what  she  would  please  to  have  with  him. 

Rise,  Cn^hcasch,  said  Maimoune;  I 
brought  you  hither  to  determine  a  difference 
between  me  aiul  this  cursed  Danhiuich.— ^ 
Look  on  tliat  betl,  and  tell  me,  without  psur- 
tiaUtv,  whkh  is  the  handsomest  of  those  two 
that  lie  there  asleep,  the  young  man  or  the 
young  lady. 

Caschcasch  looked  on  the  prince  and 
princess  with  great  attentk)n,  admiration, 
ami  surprise :  and  after  he  had  considered 
them  a  good  while,  without  btMiig  able  to 
determine  which  was  the  handwiner,  he 
tum^  to  Maimoune,  and  said.  Madam,  I 
must  conlm  I  should  deceive  you,  and  be- 
traj^  myself,  if  I  pretended  to  say  one  was  a 
whit  luuidsomer  than  the  other :  the  more 
I  examine  them,  the  nH)re  it  stiems  to  me 
each  portM^flPOs,  in  asf>vereign  degree,  the 
beauty  which  is  betwixt  them ;  and  one  has 
not  the  least  detect  by  wlik;h  to  say  it  >ield8 
to  the  other.  But  if  there  lie  fuiy  Jifferonce, 
tlie  bfrt  way  to  determine  it  is,  to  awaken 
tliem  one  alter  the  other,  and  to  agree  that 
the  pereon  who  shall  express  most  k)ve  for 
tlie  other  by  aniour,  ciigeniae,  and  pan^n, 
shall  be  deemed  to  have  less  beauty  in  some 
respect. 

This  proncwil  of  Caschcnsch's  pleased 
egually  both  Mtumoune  and  Danhasch. 
Maimoune  then  changed  herself  into  h,  flea, 
and,  katping  on  the  pnnceHi  neek.  stung 
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hun  fo  smartly,  thatheawokej  and  put  up 
hii  hand  to  the  place ;  but  Maimoune  skip- 
ped away,  and  resumed  her  pristine  form, 
which.  uKe  thoee  of  the  two  genies,  wafl 
invisible,  the  better  to  observe  what  he 
would  do. 

In  drawing  back  his  hand,  the  prince 
chancjed  to  let  it  fall  on  that  of  the  princess 
of  China.  He  opened  his  eyes,  and  was  ex- 
ceedingly surprised  to  find  a  lady  lying  by 
him,  a  lady  of  the  greatest  beauty.  He 
raised  his  head,  and  leaned  on  his  elbow,  the 
better  to  consider  her.  Her  blooming  youth 
and  inc(Hnjparable  beauty  fired  him  in  a 
moment  with  a  flame  ofwnich  he  had  never 
vet  been  sensible,  and  from  which  he  had 
hitherto  guarded  nimselfwith  the  greatest 
attentkm. 

Love  seized  on  his  heart  in  the  most  lively 
manner,  insomuch  that  he  could  not  help 
crying  out,  What  beauty  1  what  charms ! 
my  heart !  my  soul !  In  saying  whkh,  he 
Idssed  her  forehead,  both  her  cheeks,  and 
her  mouth,  with  so  little  cautk)n,  that  she 
had  certainly  been  awaked  by  it,  had  not 
■he  slept  sounder  than  ordinary,  through  the 
enchantment  of  Danhasch. 

How !  my  pretty  lady,  said  tlie  prince,  do 
yon  not  awake  at  these  testimonies  of*  love 
given  you  by  prince  Camaralzaman  ?  Who- 
soever you  are,  he  is  not  unworthv  of  your 
affectton.  He  was  going  to  awake  her  at 
that  instant,  but  suddenly  restrained  him- 
self. Is  not  this  she,  saki  he,  that  the  sultan 
my  father  would  have  had  me  marry  ?  He 
was  in  the  wrong  not  to  let  me  see  her 
sooner  *.  I  should  not  have  offended  him  by 
my  di8i3bedience  and  passionate  language 
to  him  in  public,  and  he  would  have  spared 
himself  the  oonfusum  whrch  1  have  occa- 
nonedhim. 

The  prince  began  to  repent  sincerely  of 
the  fault  he  had  committed  and  was  once 
more  upon  the  point  of  awaking  the  prin- 
cess of  China.  It  may  be,  said  he,  recol- 
lecting himself,  the  sultan  my  father  has  a 
mind  to  surprise  me,  and  has  sent  this  young 
lady  to  try  if  I  had  reallv  that  aversion  to 
marriage  which  I  pretended.  Who  knows 
but  he  nas  brought  her  himself,  and  is  hid 
behind  the  hangings,  to  discover  himself 
and  make  me  ashamed  of  my  dissimulatbn  1 
This  second  fault  would  be  greater  than  the 
first  At  all  events,  I  will  content  myself* 
with  this  ring,  as  a  remembrance  of  her. 

He  then  gently  drew  offo,  fine  ring  whkh 
the  princess  had  on  her  finger^  and  imme- 
diately put  on  one  of  his  own  m  the  place. 
Afier  this  he  turned  his  back,  and  was  not 
bng  before  he  tell  into  a  more  proibimd 
0ie^  than  before,  through  the  enchantment 
of  the  genies. 

As  soon  as  prince  Camaralzaman  was  in 
a  sound  sleep,  Danhasch  transformed  himr 
■elf  into  a  fica  in  his  turn,  and  went  and  bit 
the  princess  so  rudely  on  the  lip,  that  she 
forthwith  awoke,  started  up,  and  opening 
her  ejea^  was  not  a  httie  surprised  to  sec  a 


man  lying  by  her  side.  From 
proceeded  to  admiration,  and  from  adsimp 
tion  to  a  transport  of  joy,  at  seeing  so  bcs» 
tiful  and  lovely  a  young  man. 

What !  cried  she.  is  it  you  the  king  mr 
father  has  designed  me  for  a  husband?  1 
am  indeed  most  unfortunate  for  not  knowiiir 
it  before,  for  then  I  should  not  have  maw 
him  so  angry  with  me,  nor  been  so  long  de- 
prived of  a  husband,  whom  I  cannot  Ibrbear 
loving  with  all  my  heart  Wake  theo, 
wake !  proceeded  ehe,  for  it  does  not  be- 
come a  husband  to  sleep  so  soundly  the  Inl 
night  of  his  nuptials. 

0o  saying,  she  took  prince  Camaralai- 
man  by  die  arm,  and  shook  him  so  ykdently, 
that  he  would  have  awaked,  had  not  Bfai- 
moune  increased  his  sleep,  and  aogmented 
his  enchantment.^  She  shook  him  Kveral 
times,  and  finding  that  he  did  not  awake, 
she  cried,  What  is  come  to  thee?  what 
jealous  rival,  envying  thy  happiness  and 
mine,  has  had  recourse  to  magic  to  tfarair 
thee  into  this  unsurmountable  drowanev 
when  thou  shouldst  be  most  awake  ?  Then 
she  seized  his  hand,  and  kissing  it  earaff, 
perceived  he  had  a  ring  upon  his  finder 
which  greatly  resembled  hers,  and  whicli 
she  was  convmced  was  her  own,  by  weeiag 
she  had  another  on  her  finger  insipid  of  it. 
She  could  not  comprehend  how  this  ex* 
change  could  be  made;  yet  she  did  not 
douM  but  it  was  a  certain  token  of  their 
marriage.  Tired  with  her  firuitieaB  endea- 
vours to  awake  the  prince,  and  assured,  wm 
she  thought  he  could  not  escape  ber; 
Since,  said  she,  I  find  it  is  not  in  my  power 
to  awake  thee,  I  will  no  longer  try  to  dii- 
turb  thy  repose,  but  wait  our  next  meetiog; 
After  naving  given  liim  a  hearty  Ides  on 
the  cheek,  she  lay  down  again  an€l  soon  fell 
asleep. 

When  Maimoune  miw  that  she  could  now 
speak  without  fear  of^a waking  the  prinoesi^ 
she  cri^  to  Danhasch,  Ah,  cursed  gen' 
dost  thou  not  now  see  what  thy  contest 
come  to  ?  Art  thou  not  now  convinced 
much  thy  princess  is  inferior  to  my  prinee  in 
charms?  But  I  pardon  thee  thy  wager. 
Another  time  believe  me  when  I  assert  aqy 
thing.  Then  turning  to  Caschcaach,  Ae 
for  you.  said  she,  I  thank  you  for  your  tieo- 
ble :  take  the  princess,  in  oonjunctioa  widi 
Danhasch^  and  convey  her  back  again  lo 
her  bed,  from  whence  be  has  takin  her. 
Danhasch  and  Caschcasch  did  as  they  wers 
commanded,  and  Maimoune  returned  to 
her  welL 

Prince  Camaralzaman  waking  next  mom- 
ing,  looked  to  see  if  the  lady  whom  he  had 
seen  the  night  before  were  by  him.  When 
he  found  she  was  gone,  he  cried  out,  I 
thought  indeed  this  was  a  trick  the  kmg. 
my  father,  designed  to  play  me.  I  tjnjg]mi 
I  was  aware  of  it  Then  he  wakea  the 
slave,  who  was  still  asleep,  and  bid  him 
come  and  dress  him,  without  saying  ai^ 
thing  to  him.    The  slave  hronght  a  ««■ 


ARABIAN  NIQHTS'  ENTERTAINMENTS. 


and  water,  and  afler  he  had  wa^ied  and 
flAid  his  prayera,  he  took  a  book  and  reaA 
some  thne. 

After  those  usual  exercises,  he  called  the 
slave,  and  said  to  him,  Come  hither,  and 
look  you  do  not  tell  me  a  lie.  How  came 
the  lady  hither  who  lay  with  me  to-night, 
and  who  brought  her  ? 

My  tord,  answered  the  slave,  with  great 
astonishment,  I  know  not  what  lady  yaar 
biffhnesB  speaks  of.  I  speak,  said  the  pnncc, 
other  that  came,  or  rather  that  was  brought 
hither,  and  lay  with  me  to^ght  My  lord, 
renliea  the  slave,  I  swear  I  know  of  no  such 
lady ;  and  how  should  she  come  in  without 
my  knowledge,  since  I  lay  at  the  door  ? 

You  are  sAymg  rascal,  replied  the  prince, 
and  in  the  plot  to  vex  and  provoke  me  the 
more.  So  sajring,  he  gave  him  a  box  on  the 
«ar,  which  knocked  him  down ;  and  afler 
having  stamped  upon  him  for  some  time,  at 
length  iyins  the  well-rope  under  his  arms, 
he  plun^edliim  several  times  into  the  wa- 
ter. I  WW  drown  thee,  cried  he,  if  thou  dost 
not  tell  me  speedily  who  this  lady  was,  and 
who  brought  her. 

The  slave,  perplexed  and  half  dead,  said 
irithin  hhnself,  the  prince  must  have  lost 
his  senses  through  gnef,  and  I  shall  not  es- 
cape if  I  do  not  tell  him  a  lie.  My  lord,  then 
«ned  he,  in  a  suppliant  tone,  I  beseech  rour 
highness  to  spare  my  life,  and  I  will  tell  you 
the  truth. 

The  prince  drew  the  slave  up,  and  pressed 
fiim  to  tell  him.  As  noon  as  he  was  out  of 
the  well,  my  lord,  said  he  trcmblinj^,  your 
highness  must  ]x;rcetve  it  is  impossible  tor 
me  to  aat^y  you  in  my  present  conditbn ; 
1  beg  Toa  to  give  mc  leave  to  go  and  change 
myr  clothes  first.  I  permit  vou,  but  do  it 
quk^kly,  said  the  prince ;  ana  be  sure  you 
cooceal  nothing. 

The  slave  went  out,  and  having  locked 
the  door  upon  tlie  prince,  ran  to  the  palace 
hM  as  he  was.  The  king  was  at  that  time 
in  diBOOurse  with  his  prime  vizier,  to  whom 
lie  had  just  related  the  grief  in  which  he 
had  pased  the  night  on  account  of  his  son's 
diM3bedience,  and  oppopition  to  his  will. 

The  minister  endeavoured  to  comfort  his 
master,  by  telling  him,  the  prince  himself 
had  given  him  opportunity  to  reduce  liim. 
Sir,  said  he,  your  majesty  need  not  repent 
of  having  treated  your  son  afler  this  sort 
Have  but  patience  to  let  him  continue 
awhile  in  prison,  and  aseure  yourself  his 
heat  of  youth  will  abate,  and  he  will  submit 
to  all  you  require. 

The  grand  vizier  had  just  made  an  end  of 
•peaking,  when  the  slave  came  in,  and  cast 
hmiselfat  king  Schahzaman's  feet.  My  lord, 
•aid  he^  I  am  very  sorry  to  be  the  messen- 
ger of  ill  news  to  your  majesty,  which  I 
Inow  must  create  vou  fresh  afHictk>n.  The 
prince  is  distractea,  my  lord :  what  he  talks 
cf  a  lady  having  lain  with  him  all  night, 
and  his  treatment  to  me,  as  you  may  see, 


too  plainir  proves  it  Then  he  proceeded  to 
tell  all  the  particulars  of  what  frincc  Ca- 
maralzaman  had  said  to  him,  and  the  tk^- 
lenre  with  which  he  had  been  treated,  in 
terms  that  made  his  story  credible. 

The  king,  who  did  not  expect  to  hear 
any  thin^  ot  this  afiUctive  kind,  said  to  the 
prime  minister,  This  is  a  very  melancholy 
turn,  very  different  from  the  hopes  you  gave 
me  |ust  now :  go  immediately,  wimout  km 
of  time,  see  what  is  the  matter,  and  come 
and  give  me  an  account 

The  grand  vizier  obeyed  instantly :  and 
coming  into  the  prince's  chamber,  he  found 
him  sitting  on  his  bed  in  sood  temper,  and 
with  a  b(X)k  in-  his  hand,  wfakh  he  was 
reading. 

Afler  mutual  salutations,  the  vizier  wt 
down  by  him,  and  said.  My  lord,  I  wish  that 
a  slave  of  yours  was  punished  for  coming 
to  frighten  the  king,  your  father,  by  news 
that  he  has  brought  mm. 

What  news  is  that,  replied  the  prino^ 
that  could  give  my  father  so  great  alarm  ? 
I  have  much  greater  cause  to  complain  of 
that  slave. 

Prince,  answered  the  vizier.  God  forbid 
that  the  news  which  he  has  told  your  father 
concerning  you  should  be  true ;  indeed,  I 
myself  find  it  to  be  false,  by  the  good  tem- 
per I  observe  you  in,  and  which  I  pray  God 
to  continue.  It  may  be.  replied  the  prince, 
he  did  not  make  himself  well  understood ; 
but  since  >'ou  ai*e  come,  who  ought  to  know 
something  of  the  matter,  give  mc  leave  to 
ask  you,  who  was  that  lady  tliat  lay  with 
mo  li'iKt  night  ? 

The  grand  vizier  was  thunderstruck  at 
this  question :  however,  he  recovered  him- 
self, and  said,  My  lord,  be  not  surprised  at 
my  astonibihment  at  your  question.  Is  it  pos- 
sible, that  a  lady,  or  any  other  pesson  in  the 
world,  should  penetrate  by  night  into  this 
placc^  without  entering  at  the  door,  and 
walking  over  the  body  of  your  slave  ?  I  be- 
seech you  recollect  yourself^  and  you  will 
find  it  IS  only  a  dream  which  has  made  this 
impression  on  you. 

1  give  no  ear  to  what  you  say,  said  the 
prince,  raising  his  \'oicc ;  I  must  know  of 
you  absolutely  what  is  become  of  the  lady ; 
and  if  you  scruple  to  oliey  me,  I  am  in  a 
place  where  I  sliall  soon  be  able  to  force 
you  to  obey  me. 

At  these  stem  worcli»,  the  grand  vizier 
beffan  to  be  under  greater  coafusk)n  than 
before,  and  was  thiiiking  how  to  extricate 
himself.  He  endeavoured  to  pacify  the 
prince  by  good  words,  and  begged  of  him, 
in  the  most  humble  and  guarflcd  manner, 
to  tell  him  if  he  had  seen  this  lady. 

Yes,  yes,  answered  the  prince,  I  have 
seen  her,  and  am  very  well  satisfied  you 
sent  her  to  tempt  me.  She  played  the  part 
you  had  given  lier  admirably  well,  for  I 
could  not  get  a  word  out  of  her.  She  pra- 
tended  to  re  asleep,  but  I  was  no  sooner  got 
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into  a  slumberi  than  she  arose  oi^d  left  me. 
You  knov  all  tliis :  for  I  doubt  not  she  has 
been  to  make  her  report  to  you. 

My  lord,  replied  tlie  vizier,  I  Bwcar  to 
you  nothing  of  tiiid  lias  been  acted,  which 
you  Becm  to  reproach  me  with:  neither 
vour  tatlier  nor  I  luive  sent  this  lady  >;ou 
.gpeak  of;  permit  me,  thcretbre,  to  remind 
your  higlmesB  once  more,  you  liavc  only 
seen  this  lady  in  a  dream. 

Do  you  come  to  affront  and  contradict 
me,  said  the  prince  in  a  great  rage,  and  to 
tell  me  to  my  liice,  that  what  I  have  told 
vou  id  a  dream  ?  At  the  same  time,  he  look 
him  by  tlie  beard,  and  loiided  liim  witli 
blows,  as  long  iis  he  cx)uld  sUuid. 

The  ixK)r  grand  vizier  eiidui-ed  with  re- 
apcctful  ^ratienco  all  the  violence  of  his  lord's 
indi£:nation.  and  could  not  help  euying  with- 
in hiinsftlf.  Now  am  I  in  iis  b«ul  a  condition 
as  the  slave,  and  shall  tliink  myr^elf  liappy 
if  I  can,  like  him,  eocaiKi  from  larther  dan- 
ger. In  the  miiist  of  repeated  blows,  he 
cried  out  lor  a  moment's  audience,  which 
tlie  prince,  aller  he  liad  nearly  tired  him- 
self with  beathi*^  him,  consented  togivehim. 

I  own,  my  orince,  said  the  ^rand  vizier, 
diasemblmg,  tnere  is  sometliingm  wliat  your 
Jiighne<v  sus|)ect8 :  but  you  c4Uiiiot  be  igno- 
roiit  crtlie  necessity  a  minister  is  under  to 
obev  his  royal  master's  orders ;  yet  U'  you 
will  but  be  pleased  to  set  me  at  liberty,  I 
will  go  and  tell  him  any  thing  on  vour  part 
that  you  sliall  tliink  fit  to  command  me.  Go, 
tlien,  said  tlie  prince,  and  tell  him  from  me, 
if  he  pleoi^es,  I  will  marry  the  lady  he  sent 
me,  or  nither  that  was  unnight  to  me  last 
4iight.  Do  tliis  (juickly,  and  bring  me  a 
«I)ee<ly  answer.  The  grand  vizier  miide  a 
profound  revei"enc^%  luul  went  away,  not 
tliinking  himself  altogether  »^ife  till  he  had 
^-ot  out  of  the  tower,  and  siiut  the  door  upon 
the  i)rince, 

lie  came  and  presented  himself  before 
kine  Schahzaman,  with  a  countenance  tliat 
£ulncientlv  showed  he  had  \tvim  ill  used, 
oi^i  which  tlie  king  could  not  behold  with- 
out concern.  Well,  sjiid  the  king,  hi  what 
condition  diil  youliiul  my  son?  Sir,  answer- 
ed tlie  vhzier,  wluit  the  slave  reported  to  your 
majesty  is  but  too  true.  He  then  liegan  to 
relate  his  interview  with  Camaralzaman, 
how  he  flew  into  a  passion  ujx)!!  his  endea- 
vouring to  iHirsiuide  him  it  was  im|x)t>sil)le 
the  huly  he  six>ke  of  should  have  got  in  to 
him ;  the  ill-treiitment  he  had  received  fn)m 
him ;  how  he  hail  used  him,  and  by  what 
means  he  made  his  esc^iic. 

Schahziinian,  so  much  the  more  concern- 
ed as  he  loved  the  prince  witli  excessive 
tendenuws,  res<ilvcd  to  find  out  tlie  truth  of 
this  matter,  and  therefore  proixwcd  himself, 
lo  go  and  «<»<>  Ills  son  in  the  tower,  accom- 
{Kiiiied  with  the  irnuid  vizier. 

Prince  Camaralzaman  received  tlie  king, 
his  fiither,  in  tlie  tower  where  he  was  con- 
fined, with  great  respect.  The  king  sat 
down,  and  oiler  he  had  made  his  son  the 


prince  sit  down  bv  him,  put  several  quee- 
lions  to  liim,  which  he  answered  with  ereut 
g(XHl  sense.  The  king  every  now  anathea 
looked  on  the  grand  vizier.  }is  intimating  he 
did  not  find  his  son  had  W  hia  wits,  but 
rather  thought  he  liad  lost  liis. 

The  king  at  lengtli  spoke  of  the  lady  to 
tlie  prince.  My  son,  said  he,  I  dewre  you 
to  tell  me  what  lady  it  was  that  lay  with 
you  the  otlier  nitfht,  «'is  I  have  been  told. 

Sir,  answei-ed  Camaralzaman,  I  bc^yoor 
majesty  not  to  give  me  more  vejuUion  oo 
that  head,  but  rather  to  oblige  mc  by  letting 
me  have  her  in  marriiige :  whatever  aver- 
sion I  may  hitherto  have  discovered  lor  wo- 
men, this  young  lady  has  charmed  me  to 
that  degree,  that  I  cannot  help  con(e«ng 
my  weakness.  I  am  ready  to  receive  her 
at  your  majcsity's  liaiids,  with  the  doepeat 
gratitude. 

King  Sclializaman  was  surprised  at  thii 
answer  of  the  prince,  so  remote,  aa  ba 
tliought,  from  the  good  sense  he  hod  shown 
betf)re.  My  son,  siiid  he  to  him,  you  fill  me 
with  the  greatest  iistonishnient  iiiuiginable 
by  what  you  now  say  to  me ;  I  swear  to  you 
by  my  crown,  that  is  to  devolve  upon  you 
ailer  me,  I  kiiow  not  one  word  of  the  la4y 
you  mention ;  and  if  any  such  has  come  to 
you,  it  was  altogether  without  my  know- 
ledge or  privity.  But  how  couKl  she  get 
into  th»  tower  without  my  consent?  For 
whatever  my  grand  vizier  tolil  you,  it  WBf 
only  to  appease  you :  it  must  thcretbre  be  ft 
mere  dream  ^  and  I  l)eg  of  you  not  to  be- 
lieve otherwise,  but  recover  vour  neiises. 

Sir.  replied  the  prince,  rsliould  be  for 
ever  unvvortliy  of  your  inajestv's  favour,  it 
I  did  not  give  entire  credit  to  x^rliat  you  aie 
pleased  to  s;iy  ;  but  I  humbly  l)e&eech  j^'oo 
at  the  siime  time  to  give  a  patient  lieoriag 
(o  what  I  sliall  Kiy  to  you,  and  then  to  iud^ 
whetlier  what  I  liave  the  honour  to  tell  you 
be  a  dream  or  not. 

Then  prince  Camanilzaman  related  to 
the  king  hLs  lather  alter  what  manner  be 
had  been  awaked,  exaij:geniting  the  hcaxslj 
and  charms  of  the  lady  he  lound  by  his  eiik, 
the  inst2uit;ineoa'«  love  he  conceived  for  her, 
and  the  pains  he  took  to  awaken  her  with- 
out etlect.    He  did  not  conci^al  what  hai 
oblige^l  him  to  awake  and  fall  a^Ieouasaio. 
all(T  he  had  made  the  exchange  of  Lis  HfV 
with  that  of  the  lady :  showing  the  kin?  the 
ring,  he  added,  Sir,   your  riiajt^iy  mv^ 
neetls  know  my  ring  very  well,  you  h«vB 
seen  it  so  ollen.    Alter  this  I  h(»pe  youwil 
be  convinced  that  I  havenot  lost  mysewt^ 
as  vou  nave  been  almost  made  to  bclie^t. 

Khig  Sclializaman  was  *^)  perfectlr  con- 
vinced of  the  trutli  of  what  his  son  hanbeeo 
telling  him,  that  lie  had  not  a  word  \o9J, 
remiuning  iu>toni.shed  for  si>me  time,  aod 
not  being  able  to  utter  a  syllable. 

The  prince  took  adv;uila^e  of  tliis  0()pQr 
tunity,  and  said  fiirther,  Sir,  tlie  pai»onI 
have  conceived  for  this  charim'ng  ladjf, 
wliose  pre«.riou3  image  I  bear  continually  id 
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my  mini,  is  bo  very  ?rcat,  tliat  I  cannot  re- 
■Ht  it  I  entreat  you  thort'tbre  to  hiivccom- 
passion  on  mc,  nnd  pixicure  nic  the  happi- 
De»  of  enjoy  ii  Iff  Iut. 

Son,  replied 'the  kin^,  ;if\er  what  I  have 
jiut  iioanl.  ami  what  1  s^^c  hy  liic  rin^c  Oii 
your  finircr,  1  c:iniiut  tlouht  hut  that  your 
paenon  'm  real,  and  that  \uu  have  even  this 
lady,  who  is  the  object  oik.  Would  to  Ciotl 
I  knew  who  she  was,  and  I  would  make 
Tou  happy  t'roni  this^  moment,  and  I  filuudd 
be  tlic  luippieiA  latlier  in  the  world !  But 
what  meani>liiive  Itorumeat  the  knowledge 
of  her?  Where  i^hall  1  Had  her,  and  huw 
seek  lor  l»er  ?  How  could  fc?he  cret  in  here, 
and  by  what  convey ance,  witliout  my  cnn- 
aent  ?  Why  did  she  t-ome  to  sleep  with  vou 
«inly  to  show  you  her  U'auty,  to  kin«ifc  a 
flanieof  love  while  she  slept,  anil  then  leave 
jrou  while  you  were  in  a  slumber  .'  TJiese 
thin^  I  must  contei«t.  are  past  my  findhi^ 
out:  and  if  Heaven  i^  not  so  lavourable  to 
Ui  as  to  give  some  light  into  them,  we,  I 
fear,  must  Uith  go  down  to  the  grave  toge- 
ther.  So  Haying,  and  taking  the  prince  ny 
the  hand,  Come  then,  my  son,  let  us  go  and 
afflict  ouniclve^  in  coniunctiun',  you  whh 
KopelesB  love,  an-i  I  with  seeing  you  brieve, 
and  not  being  able  to  remedy  your  alflk^tion. 

King  Schahztiman  then  led  hi!>  son  out 
of  the  tower,  unil  conveyed  him  to  the  pa- 
lace, where  lie  w;is  no  s(X)ner  arrived,  than 
in  dcftpoir  lor  loving  an  unknown  obji*ct  he 
fell  sick,  and  took  to  hid  lied ;  the  king  tnhnt 
himaell'up  with  him,  and  s|kmi(  many  a  day 
in  weeping,  wiihout  attending  to  the  atliurs: 
of  hu  kingdom. 

Tlie  prime  miniMer,  who  wai«  the  only 
penaon  that  h:iil  iiiliiiiftiuir(>  to  him.  came 
one  dav  and  told  iiini.  i!ie  wlmje  court,  and 
even  the  peopl*^'  hc^ran  tiMiiurmurat  not 
Keing  him.  and  that  lie  did  not  at^inii^ter 
juFticc  ever\'  «lay  jl^  he  w.js  w<»nt  to  do ; 
ai)din|f,  he  UuvW  nut  whatdu-onler  it  might 
oocasMHi.  I  hiiinitlv  heg  your  maj(*sty, 
therelbre,  pnK'ti'iio.l  lie.  lu  pay  some  atten- 
tion,  I  am  ten^ibh' ynur  maj«*MyVconi|>jiny 
k a  great  comioit  to  the  nriiice.  and  that 
hu  cbmimny  is  a  niuluai  n-hel'to  vour  griel*: 
but  then  yuu  mnsr  not  run  the  risk  oi' letting 
all  be  IcHt.  PiMniit  niP  to  pm]x>Ne  to  your 
majcKty,  to  n^niovc  with  the  prince  to  the 
eastleon  a  little  inland  neanlie  |X)rt.  where 
fou  may  give  audience  to  your  subiwts 
twice  a  week  only  ;  dnrinir  thest^  ah-^enct^ 
the  prince  will  \ni  so  agn*eably  amuA'd  with 
t)ie  beauty,  pnisiiect.  ami  L^tod  air  of  the 
place,  that  he  will  U>ar  them  with  the  les8 
unenisiiM*R*. 

King  Sc hail zaman  approved  thi?*  projjo- 
■Jj  and  alter  theca.-tli\  where  he  had  not 
reeidetl  tor  wnie  timi*.  had  Iteen  turnished, 
he  removed  thither  with  the  prince;  and, 
excepting  the  time  that  he  gave  auilience, 
aaalorenaid,  he  nevrr  U*:t  liim,  but  iKitved 
all  hi>  time  nn  his  son's  pillow,  endeavour- 
ioff  to  comlbrt  him  in  sharing  his  gnef. 

vV*hile  matters  passed  thus  in  the  capital 


of  king  Schahzaman,  tlie  two  gcnics  l>an- 
hoK'h  and  CaFchcai^h,  had  carried  the 
prioress  of  China  beu'.k  to  the  palace  where 
the  king  had  shut  her  up,  luul  laul  lier  in 
her  tied  iiF  Itelbrc. 

When  she  awaked  next  morning,  and 
iriuml  by  looking  to  the  right  and  to  the  lel\, 
that  prince  i'aniaralzaman  was  not  by  her, 
she  cried  out  wiili  r^ch  a  voice  to  her  women 
as  Kix)n  brousrht  tliem  to  her  lied.  Her  nurset 
who  presented  hereelf  first,  desired  to  be 
intormeil  what  she  would  please  to  have, 
and  it' any  thing  diisagreeablc  Iiad  happened 
to  her. 

Tell  me,  said  the  princess,  what  is  become 
of  the  youni;  man  that  hap  pa^saed  the  night 
with  me.  and  whom  I  love  with  ail  my 
soul  ?  \iadam,  replied  the  nuTKe,  we  can- 
not underfeiand  your  highne:»,  unless  you 
will  lie  pleiised  to  explain  yourself. 

A  voung  man,  the  best  made  and  most 
amiable,  said  Che  princcAit,  slept  with  me 
last  niffht,  whom,  with  all  mv  caressea  I 
could  not  awake ;  I  ask  you  where  he  is  f 

Madam,  answered  the  nurse,  your  high- 
ness ai<ks  us  these  questions  to  jest  with  ul 
I  l>e8e(H;h  you  to  rise.  I  am  in  earnest,  said 
the  princess,  and  I  must  know  where  this 
young  man  Is.  Madam,  insisted  the  nurse, 
you  were  alone  wlien  you  went  to  bed  last 
ifiiirht ;  and  how  any  man  couUl  come  to^'ou 
without  our  knowlelige,  we  cannot  imagine, 
lJ>r  wi*  all  lay  alwut  the  door  of  your  cham- 
ber, wliich  wad  locked,  and  1  had  the  key  in 
my  p<"»rket. 

At  this  the  princess  lost  all  patience,  and 
catch inij!^  hrr  nnrse  by  the  hair  of  her  head, 
and  ^-iving  her  two  or  tlirt^e  sound  culls,  slie 
crieil,  Yoii  shall  tell  me  where  this  young 
man  is.  old  sorcereiv,  or  1  will  beat  your 
hnn'nsuut. 

The  nuree  struggled  toirei  from  lier,  and 
at  last  «ucce<Hled ;  when  slie  went  immedi- 
ately, with  tears  in  her  i*y(>^.  and  her  face  all 
blowly.  to  complain  to  tlie  queen  her  mm  lier, 
who  was  not  a  little  surprised  to  see  her  in 
thii!  condition,  and  iiitked  who  had  done  this. 

Madam,  began  the  nurse,  yoM  gee  how 
the  princes.4  hai*  treated  me;  sh«^  had  cer- 
tainty nnirdered  me,  if  I  Inul  not  had  the 
good  fortune  to  t^sc^ipe  out  of  her  hands. 
She  then  Ijesran  to  tell  what  had  been  the 
cause  of  all  that  violent  passion  in  the  prin- 
c^'-sR.  The  queen  wiut  Kimiriseni  to  hear  it, 
and  could  not  jrue*«i  how  she  c;une  to  bo  ao 
intatuateil,  a.s  to  take  that  lor  a  retdity  whieh 
could  l»e  itn  other  than  a  dream.  Your 
majesty  must  conclude  from  all  this,  madam, 
continued  the  nurse,  that  the  princess  is  out 
ot'  her  senses.  You  will  thhik  so  yourscUl 
il'vou  will  jro  and  see  her. 

The  queen -s  atlection  tor  the  princess  wna 
too  dee]>ly  interested  in  what  she  heord : 
she  ordei-ed  the  nui«e  to  follow  her;  and 
they  went  to£rether  to  f  lie  princess's  palace 
timt  vg-y  moment. 

The  queen  of  China  sat  down  by  her 
daughter's  bed-aide,  immediately  upon  her 
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funvnl  in  her  apanment ;  and  afler  she  had 
informed  herBelf  about  her  health,  began  to 
.lilc  her  what  had  made  her  so  angry  with 
her  niirae,  as  to  treat  her  in  the  manner  she 
had  done.  Daughter,  said  she,  this  is  not 
right ;  and  a  great  prmcess  like  you  should 
not  Bufier  heiieli'  to  be  eo  transported  with 
passion. 

Madam,  replied  the  princess,  I  plainly 
perceive  your  majesty  is  come  to  mock  me : 
but  I  declare  I  will  never  let  you  rest  till 
you  consent  I  shall  marry  the  young  man 
that  lay  with  me  last  night  You  must 
know  where  he  is,  and  therefore  I  beg  of  your 
maieBty  to  let  him  come  in  to  me  again. 

Daughter,  answered  the  queen,  you  sur- 
prise me ;  I  know  notliing  ot  what  you  talk 
of.  Then  the  princes  lost  all  re«)ect  for 
the  queen.  Madam,  replied  she,  the  king 
my  lather  and  you  have  persecuted  me 
about  marr)ring,  when  1  had  no  inclination ; 
I  now  have  an  inclination,  and  I  will  have 
this  voung  man  I  told  you  of,  for  my  hus- 
band, or  1  will  kill  myself. 

Here  the  queen  endeavoured  to  calm  the 
princess  by  eofl  words.  Daughter,  said  she, 
you  loiow  well  you  are  ak)ne  in  this  apart- 
ment ;  how  then  could  any  man  come  to 
you  ?  But  instead  of  hearing  her,  the  prin- 
cess interrupted  her,  and  flew  out  into  such 
extravagancies  asobliged  the  queen  to  leave 
her,  and  retire  m  great  affliction,  to  inibrm 
the  king  of  all  that  had  passed. 

The  king  hearing  it,  had  a  mind  likewise 
ro  be  satisncd  in  peraon ;  and  coming^  to  his 
daughtf^r's  apartment,  asked  her  if  what  he 
had  just  heard  was  true.  Sir,  replied  the 
princess,  let  us  talk  no  more  of  that ;  I  only 
beseech  your  majesty  to  grant  me  the  fa- 
vour that  I  may  marry  the  yoimg  man  I  lay 
with  last  night 

What !  daughter,  said  the  king,  has  any 
one  lain  with  you  last  night  ?  How,  sir,  re- 
"plied  the  princess,  without  giving  him  time 
to  go  on,  do  you  ask  me  if  anv  one  lay  with 
me  last  nig;ht  ?  your  majesty  knows  that  but 
too  well.  He  was  the  nnest  and  best  made 
youth  the  sun  ever  saw.  I  desire  him  of 
you  for  my  husband :  1  entreat  you  do  not 
refuse  me.  But  that  your  majesty  may  not 
longer  doubt  whether  I  have  seen  this  voung 
man,  whether  he  has  lain  with  me,  wnether 
I  have  carened  him,  or  whether  I  did  not  do 
my  utmost  to  awake  him,  without  succeed- 
ing, see,  if  you  please,  this  ring.  She  then 
reachedf  forth  her  htind,  and  showed  the 
king  a  man's  ring  on  her  finger.  The  king 
did  not  know  wlmt  to  make  of  all  this ;  but 
as  he  had  confined  her  as  mad,  he  be«an 
to  think  her  more  mad  than  ever:  therefore, 
without  8a3rinff  any  thing  more  to  her,  (or 
fear  she  might  do  violence  to  herseuf  or 
somebody  about  her,  he  had  her  chained, 
and  shut  up  more  close  than  ever,  aibwing 
her  only  the  nurse  to  wait  on  her,  with  a 
good  guard  at  the  door. 

The  king,  ezceedinglv  concerned 'at  this 

daughter,  sought  ail  pos- 


sible means  to  get  her  cured.  He 
bled  his  council,  and  afler  having  acquaint* 
ed  them  with  the  conditkMi  she  was  in,  If 
any  of  you,  said  he,  is  capable  of  undertak- 
ing her  cure,  and  succeeds,  I  will  give  her 
to  nim  in  marriage,  and  make  him  heir  to 
my  dominions  and  crown  after  my  decease. 

The  desire  of  enjoying  a  handsome  }^oang 
princess,  and  the  hopes  of  one  daygoveminr 
so  powerful  a  kingdom  as  that  of  China,  had 
a  strange  efi<*ct  on  an  emir,  already  ad- 
vanced in  a^e,  who  was  present  at  this 
council.  As  he  was  well  skilled  in  magie, 
he  offered  the  kin<r  to  cure  his  daughter, 
and  flattered  himself  with  success.  T  eon- 
sent,  said  the  kin^ ;  but  I  forgot  to  tell  yea 
one  thing,  and  tn:it  is,  that  if  you  do  not 
succeed,  you  shall  loi^e  your  head.  It  would 
not  be  reasonable  you  should  have  so  great 
a  reward,  and  yet  nm  no  risk  on  your  part : 
and  what  I  pay  to  vou,  continued  the  king, 
I  say  to  all  others  tnat  shall  come  afler  yoa, 
that  thev  may  consider  befbrehaod  what 
they  undertake. 

The  emu*,  however,  accepted  the  condi- 
tk)n,  and  the  king  conducted  him  where  the 
princess  was.  She  covered  her  face  as 
soon  as  she  saw  tliem  come  in,  and  cried 
out.  Your  majesty  surprises  me,  m  bringing 
with  you  a  man  I  oo  not  know,  am  1^ 
whom  my  reli^on  forbid^  me  to  be  seen. 
Daughter,  replied  the  king,  vou  need  not  be 
scanaalized,  it  is  only  one  of^  m^  emirs  wko 
is  come  to  demand  you  of  me  m  mairioge. 
It  is  not,  I  perceive,  the  person  that  roa 
have  already  given  me,  and  whose  (ailn  k 
plighted  by  the  ring  I  wear,  replied  the  prin- 
cess :  be  not  offendeti  that  I  will  never  mar- 
ry any  other. 

The  emir  expected  the  princess  would 
have  said  or  done  some  extravagant  thing, 
and  was  not  a  little  disappointed  when  he 
heard  her  talk  so  calmly  and  rationally ;  fir 
then  he  knew  her  disease  was  nothing  Mte 
violent  and  deep-rooted  bve-poaskm.    He 
dared  not  explam  himself  to  the  king,  who 
would  not  have  suffered  the  princess  to  give 
her  hand  to  anv  other  than  the  penoo  H 
whom  he  wished  to  give  her  with  his  oin 
hand.    He  therefore  threw  himself  at- liii 
majesty's  feet,  and  said,  Af\er  what  I  havf 
heard  and  observed,  sir,  it  will  be  to  no  pll^ 
pose  for  me  to  think  of  curing  the  prinMk 
since  I  have  no  remedies  proper  for  tier  mi- 
lady ;  for  whk^h  reason  I  humbly  submit  mj 
life  to  your  majesty's  pleasure.    The  kini; 
enraged  at  his  incapacity,  and  the  trouUi 
he  had  given  him,  caused  him  immedialBly 
to  be  beheaded. 

Some  days  after,  his  majesty,  unwilling  lo 
haveitsaid  that  he  had  neglected  hkcbii^ 
ter*^  cure,  put  forth  a  proclamation  kkm 
capital,  importing,  that  if  there  were  wKf 
physician,  astrologer,  or  magician,  wm 
would  undertake  to  restore  the  prineenH 
her  senses,  he  need  only  come,  ana  he  shooU 
be  employed,  on  conditkm  of  kising  his  hwi 
if  he  miscarried.    He  had  the  same  pbb* 
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ythad  In  the  other  pnncipal  eiUoi  and  towm 
•f  hk  domioioaii  and  in  the  courts  of  the 
prinoet  hk  neighboura. 

The  firat  that  presented  himveir  was  an 
tetroiloeer  and  magician,  whom  the  kin^r 
eauaedto  he  conducted  to  the  princesB'B  pn- 
apo  by  a  eunuch.  The  astroloffer  drew 
Mfth,  out  of  a  bag  he  carried  under  his  arm, 
an  astrolabe,  a  small  sphere,  a  chafing-dish, 
several  sorts  ofdruga  proper  for  fumigations, 
a  brasB  pot,  with  many  other  things,  and 
desired  he  might  have  a  fire  lighted. 

The  piisicem  demanded  what  all  these 
preparations  were  ibr.  Madam,  answered 
the  eunuch,  they  are  to  exorcise  the  evil 
■pint  that  posseeaes  you,  to  shut  him  up  in 
tnis  pot,  and  throw  him  into  the  sea. 

Foolish  astrologer,  rcplie<l  the  princess,  I 
have  no  occasion  for  any  of  your  prepara- 
tions, but  am  in  my  pertect  senses,  ana  you 
alone  are  mad.  If  your  art  can  bring  him 
I  love  to  mc,  I  shall  be  obliged  to  you ; 
otherwise  you  may  go  aliout  your  business, 
fie  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  you.  Mndam, 
said  the  astrologer,  if  your  case  be  so,  I  shall 
deabt  from  all  endeavours,  believing  the 
king  jfXMir  lather  can  only  remedy  your  dis- 
alter  in  this  particular.  So  putting  up  his 
trinketsagain,  he  marched  away,  very  much 
aoncemed  that  he  had  so  easily  undertaken 
to  cure  an  ima^^inary  malady. 

Cominc  to  eive  an  account  to  the  king  of 
what  he  had  done,  he  would  not  wait  for  the 
eunuch  to  speak  for  him.  but  began  thus 
boldly:  According  to  what  your  majesty 
INibuihed  in  your  proclamation,  and  what 

r)u  were  pleased  to  confirm  to  me  youreeii* 
thought  the  princess  was  distracted,  and 
depended  on  being  able  to  recover  her  by 
the  secrets  I  have  long  been  acquainted 
with;  but  I  soon  Ibuna  she  had  no  other 
disease  than  that  of  love,  over  wluch  my 
art  had  no  power :  your  majesty  alone  is  the 
physician  that  can  cure  her,  by  giving  her 
ia  marriage  to  the  iwruon  whom  she  desires. 
The  kii^  was  very  much  enraged  at  the 
astrologer,  and  had  his  head  cut  ofi"  upon 
the  spot  But  his  fate  did  not  deter  others 
from  making  a  similar  attemot,  so  that  in  a 
ihort  time,  a  hundred  and  fitly  astrologers, 
pl^ysiciaus,  and  magiciiuis,  who  came  upon 
this  account,  all  underwent  the  some  fate ; 
and  their  heads  were  set  upon  poles  on  every 
gate  of  the  city. 

7^  Story  of  Marzatajt,  with  the  sequel 
t^that  of  the  Prince  CamaixUzaman, 

The  princes?  of  China's  nurse  had  a  son. 
whose  name  waa  Morzavan,  and  who  had 
been  foster-brother  to  the  princess,  and 
brought  up  with  her.  Their  friendship 
was  so  great  during  their  childhood,  and 
all  the  Ume  they  had  been  tQ«:ether,  that 
they  treated  each  other  as  brother  and 
ifater,  as  they  grew  up,  even  some  time 
after  their  sepanUion. 

Hub  Manavan,  among  other  studiesi  had 


from  his  youth  been  much  addicted  to  judi- 
cial astrology,  ffeomancy,  and  the  Iflce  secret 
arts,  wherein  he  became  exceeding  skilfuL 
Not  content  with  what  he  had  learoed  from 
masters,  he  travelled  as  soon  as  he  was  able 
to  bear  the  fatigue ;  and  there  was  hardly 
any  person  of  note  in  any  science  of  art,  hot 
he  sought  him  in  the  most  remote  cities,  and 
kept  company  with  him  long  enough  to  oh- 
tam  all  the  information  he  demnd,  so  great 
was  his  thirst  aller  knowledge. 

Afler  several  years  absence  in  for^ffn 
parts  on  this  account^  he  returned  to  the 
capital  city  of  his  native  country,  China ; 
where  seeing  so  many  heads  on  the  gate  by 
which  he  entered^  he  was  exceedingly  sui^ 
prised ;  and  coming  home,  demanded  ibr 
what  reason  they  had  been  placed  there : 
but  more  especially  he  informed  himself  or 
the  conditkm  of  the  orincess  his  foster-sister, 
whom  he  had  not  forgotten.  As  he  couM 
not  receive  an  answer  to  one  inouiry  with- 
out the  other,  he  heard  at  length  the  general 
account  with  much  sorrow,  waiting  till  he 
could  learn  more  from  his  mother,  the  prin 
cess's  nurse. 

Although  the  nurse,  mother  toMarxa- 
van,  was  very  much  employed  about  the 
princess,  yet  she  no  sooner  heard  her  deai 
son  was  returned,  but  she  found  time  to 
come  out,  embrace  hun,  and  converse  with 
him  a  little.  Having  told  him,  with  tears 
in  her  eyes,  what  a  nul  conditkm  the  prin- 
cess was  in ;  and  for  what  reason  the  king, 
her  father,  had  confined  her,  he  desired  to 
know  of  his  mother,  if  she  could  not  procure 
him  a  private  eight  of  her  royal  mistress, 
without  the  king  Knowing  it  Afler  some 
pause,  she  told  him  slie  (^d  say  nothing 
to  him  for  the  present,  but  if  he  would  meet 
her  next  day  at  the  same  hour,  she  would 
give  him  an  answer. 

The  nurae  knowing  none  could  approach 
the  princess,  but  herself,  witliout  leave  of  the 
eunuch  who  commanded  the  ^ard  at  the 
gate,  addreeueil  herself  to  hun,  who  she 
knew  was  so  latc^  appointed,  tliat  he  could 
know  nothing  of  what  had  before  passed  at 
the  court  of  China.  You  know,  said  she  to 
him,  I  have  brought  up  and  suckled  the 
princess,  and  you  may  likewise  have  heard 
that  I  had  a  daughter  wliom  I  brought  up 
along  with  her.  This  daughter  has  been 
since  married ;  yet  the  princess  still  does  her 
the  honour  to  love  her,  and  would  fain  see 
her,  but  slie  would  do  it  without  any  body's 
perceiving  her  coming  in  or  out 

The  nurse  would  have  gone  on;  but  the 
eunuch  cried.  Say  no  more ;  I  will  with 
ple^asurc  do  any  thing  to  oblige  the  princew: 
go  and  fetch  your  daiurhter,  or  send  for  her 
about  midnight,  and  tlie  gate  shall  be  open 
to  you. 

As  soon  as  night  came,  the  nurse  went  to 
kx>k  for  her  son,  Marzavan,  and  having 
found  him.  dressed  him  so  artificially  in  wo* 
men's  ck)thes,  that  nobody  couki  know  he 
was  a  man.    She  carried  him  akmg  with 
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her ;  and  the  eunuch  verily  behevmg  it  was 
her  daug^hter,  admitted  them  to<^ether. 

The  iiU4*ae,  before  she  ureseiited  Marza- 
van  went  to  the  princes,  and  wiid,  Mivdam, 
thiu  is  not  a  woman  1  have  brousrht  to  you  ; 
k  is  mv  son,  Marzavun,  in  (li«fruis<;,  newly 
arriveo  from  his  travels,  who  having  a  ffrejit 
desire  to  kios  your  hand,  1  hope  your  higti- 
nesR  will  admit  him  to  that  honour. 

What !  my  brother  Mai-zavan,  said  the 
princess,  with  ji^reat  joy ;  come  hither,  cried 
she,  and  take  otl'  that  veil ;  lor  it  is  iK)t  un- 
reasonable sure  that  a  brother  and  a  sister 
should  see  each  other  without  covering  their 
faces. 

Marzavan  saluted  her  with  profound  re- 
spect ;  when  she,  without  giving  him  time 
to  speak,  cried  out,  I  am  rejoiced  to  see  you 
returned  in  good  health  at\er  so  many  years' 
absence,  and  without  sending  the  least  ac- 
count all  the  while  of  your  welfare,  even  to 
your  good  mother. 

Miidam,  replic<l  Marzavan,  1  am  infi- 
niteljf  obliged  to  your  highness  for  vour  good- 
ness in  rejoicing  at  my  health :  I  hoi)cd  to 
have  heard  a  l)ctter  account  of  yours  than 
what,  to  my  great  affliction,  I  am  now  wit- 
ness of;  nevertheless,  I  cannot  but  rejoice 
that  I  am  come  seasonably  enough  to  brins 
your  highness  that  remedy  which  you  stana 
80  much  in  need  ot';  ami  though  I  should 
reap  no  other  fruit  of  my  studies  and  king 
Toyage,  1  should  tliink  myself  fully  recom- 
pensed. 

Speaking  these  words,  Marzavan  drew 
forth  out  ot'  his  pocket  a  book  and  other 
things,  which  he  judged  nccessftiry  to  l>e 
used,  according  to  the  account  he  had  had 
from  his^  mother  of  the  princess's  distemper. 
The  princess  seeing  him  make  all  these 
preparatkuw,  cried  out,  What !  brother,  are 
vou  tjitjn  one  of  those  that  Iwlieve  me  mad  ? 
Undeceive  yourwelf,  and  hear  me. 

The  princess  then  began  to  relate  to  Mar- 
xavan  all  rh*;  particulars  of  her  story,  with- 
out omitting  the  lea»it»circuinstance,  even  to 
the  ring  which  wa*^  exchanged  lor  heiv.  anil 
which  she  showed  him.  I  luive  not  ciMiceal- 
ed  the  least  matter  from  von,  quoth  she;  yet 
It  is  true,  there  is  someiliing  that  1  cannot 
com)>rt*hend,  which  has  given  occ^i?!i<m  liir 
some  i)erson.s  to  think  me  luad  ;  but  this  is 
for  want  of  attending  to  the  rest,  which  is 
literally  il**  I  tell  you. 

Aller  the  princess  had  done  speaking, 
Marzavan,  tilled  with  wonder  and  iusionish- 
ment,  continued  tor  some  time  with  his  eyes 
fixed  on  the  ground,  without  speaking  a 
word  ;  but  at  length  lie  lifted  up  his  head. 
and  wild,  If  it  l>e  as  your  highness  s:iys.  and 
which  I  do  not  in  tlie  least  doubt,  I  do  not 
despiiir  to  procure  you  the  satisfariion  ymi 
desini ;  but  1  must  lirst  eniroat  your  hiirh- 
ness  to  arm  ymirs^ilf  with  patienci^  for  some 
time  longer,  till  I  Khali  ivturn ;  till  I  hav<; 
travelled  over  kinsrdoms  which  I  have  not 
>ei  visited ;  and  when  you  hear  ol'  my  re- 


tum,  DC  assured  the  object  of  yofur 

not  tar  oiW  So  saying,  Marzavan  took  ieavo 
ot'the  pruu'ess,  and  set  out  next  morning  oa 
his  intended  voyage. 

lie  travelled  from  city  to  city,  from  pn^ 
vinc«  to  province,  and  from  island  to  isUiiid; 
and  in  every  place  he  passed  through,  ha 
could  hear  of  nothing  but  the  princcm  Ba* 
doura,  which  was  the  princess  of  Chinas 
name,  and  her  history. 

About  tour  montiis  aller,  our  traveller  ar- 
rived at  Torf,  a  seafjort  town,  great  and 
populous,  where  he  no  more  heard  of  the 
princess  Badouni,  but  all  the  talk  was  of 
prince  Camaralzaman,  who  was  sdck,  and 
whose  history  very  much  resembled  henL 
Marzavan  was  extremely  delighted  to  hear 
this,  and  informed  himself  ol*  the  place 
where  the  prince  was  to  be  found.  There 
were  two  ways  to  it ;  one  by  land  and  sea, 
the  other  by  sea  only,  whkh  was  the  short- 
est way. 

Marzavan  chose  the  latter,  and  embark- 
ing on  board  a  merchant  ship,  he  arrived 
sate  in  si^ht  of  king  Schahzaman's  capital ; 
but  just  before  it  entered  the  jx>rt.  tlie  ship 
struck  against  a  rock,  by  the  unskilfulnea 
of  the  pilot,  and  foundered.  It  went  down 
in  sight  of  prince  Camaralzaman's  castle, 
where  were  at  tliat  time  tlic  king  uid  his 
grand  vizier, 

Marzavan  c^uld  swim  very  well,  and  im- 
mediately uixrn  the  ship's  sinking,  cast  him- 
self into  the  sea,  and  got  sale  on  shore  under 
the  castle,  whert*  he  was  soon  relieved  hyxbt 
grand  vizk3r's  order.  After  he  had  changed 
his  clothes,  and  been  well  tn^ated.  and  was 
recovered,  he  wiis  intrcxhiced  to  tlie  giand 
vizier,  who  had  Kient  lor  him. 

Marzavan  being  a  young  manof^oodair 
and  address,  this  ministrr  received  him  venr 
civilly  ;  and  wlten  he  heard  him  gi\'e  sucQ 
just  and  pertinent  answei-s  to  what  was  ask- 
ed of  him,  conceived  a  sreat  »*steem  lor  him. 
lie  also  gnulnally  iKM-ceived  he  iKisseflseda 
great  di.'al  of  kiiowledgc ;  therelore  said  to 
him.  From  what  1  can  understand,  I  per- 
c«Mve  vou  are  no  comnitMi  man  ;  you  have 
travelfcil  a  great  way  ;  would  to  Cwod.  you 
had  learned  any  se«^ix't  lor  curing  a  certain 
sick  i»ers<jn,  who  has  git^atly  umicted  thii 
court  for  a  lonj;  while.  J 

Marzaviui  rtM»lietl,  If  he  knew  what  ma- 
lady that  was,  lie  rniglit  perhajis  find  a  re- 
medy l()r  it. 

Then  the  grand  vizier  n^lated  to  himth 
whole  story  ot'pnnc^?  Carmaralzajuan.fio 
it- origin,  andcuiicealednothimr^ot'hislHf* 
so  earnestly  desired,  his  education,  the  IB 
clination  the  king,  his  father,  had  to  sieehim 
early  married,  his  resistance.  aii«l  extmoidi- 
nary  aversioii  to  marriage,  his  disobeying 
his  tiither  in  full  council,  his  inipriHonnient, 
his  pretendetl^  extra vairanciw   in    prison. 
which  were  alterwards  chang^Hl  into  a  vio- 
lent impsion  for  a  certain  unknown  ladj, 
who,  he  pretended,  had  exchanged  a  ring 
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with  him,  though,  lor  hia  part,  he  venly 
believed  there  was  no  such  i)crBon  in  the 
world. 

Marzayon  gave  great  attention  to  ail  the 
^n*and  vizitT  said,  and  was  infinitely  re- 
joiced to  Hnd,  that  by  ineaiii^  ol*  his  ahiiy- 
wreck,  he  had  fx)  tnrtiniately  liiflittMl  on  tiic 
perHon  he  was  loc)kin>r  atU'r.  He  saw  no 
reason  iu  doubt  that  prince  Caninralzaman 
was  the  man  tlie  ))rince8H  ol*  China  \vw*  ho 
violently  in  love  with,  and  that  thir»  prince:^ 
waucfiually  thv  o()jectol'hiH  piuiHiofi ;  there- 
ibre,  without  explaining  hini»'H'tarth(T  tu 
the  vizier,  he  desirwi  to  see  hini,  that  hr 
might  Ik!  better  able  to  judge  of  his  distem- 
per aikl  itacun^  Follow  me.  said  thetrnind 
vizier,  and  you  wilt  thui  the  kin<;  with  him, 
who  has  already  desired  1  should  introduce 
jrou  to  him. 

The  first  thing  that  stnick  Marzavan  on 
entering  the  prince's  chamber,  waR  to  tind 
him  uiM)n  liis  U'd  lan£ruii«hing.  and  with  bin 
eyes  Miut.  Althouirh  he  siiw  them  in  that 
condition,  and  although  the  king,  his  father 
was  sitting  by  him,  he  could  not  help  crying 
out.  Heavens!  was  then?  ever  a  greater  re^ 
armblance!  He  meant  to  tlie  prinee.-'sof 
China ;  tor  it  seems  the  princess  and  prince 
were  much  alike. ^ 

The  words  of  Marzav.ui  excited  the 
prince's  curio^iiy  so  liir,  that  he  oixuied  his* 
ey(*A  and  looked  uix)n  him.  Marzavan,  who 
had  a  reiuly  wit,  laid  hold  of  that  o]>iH>rtu- 
nity,  and  made  hi>*  compliment  in  versi'  ex- 
tempore, but  in  such  a  diairniscd  maimer, 
that  neither  the  king  nor  gnmd  vizier  under- 
sUxxl  any  thhiir  of  the  matter.  However, 
he  reprracnted  so  nicely  what  IkuI  haptien- 
ed  to  him  with  the  princt^ss  of  China,  that 
tlie  prince  had  no  re:t<on  to  doubt  he  knew 
her.  and  couhi  give  him  tiding<of  her.  This 
miuie  him  so  joyful,  that  tlie  eilects  of  it 
•howinl  thenis<*lvt»s  in  his  eves  uiul  hiokf?. 

Aller  Marzavan  had  finished  his  compli- 
inents  iu  vers**,  whirh  surprised  prince  Ca- 
iiianilzaman^oairR'eai)ly,  his  hi<rhnesstix>k 
the  liberty  to  make  a  sign  to  the  kin::,  his 
£ithrr,  toiro  trom  the  niaeo  where  he  was, 
and  let  Marzavan  sit  by  him. 

The  king,  overjoyed  at  this  nlteration. 
n^ich  gave  liim  hojies  nl'  his  s»)n's  s|»ee(ly 
recoverv,  quitted  his  plare.  and  lakinir  Mar- 
zavan by  the.  hand,  led  him  to  it.  obliiring 
him  to  sit  in  it.  Then  his  ma.'esty  demand- 
ed of  him  who  he  was,  and  whence  he 
came ;  and  u|x>n  Mar/a  van's  ansxverinir  he 
was  a  Kubjtvt  ot* China,  and  came  from  that 
kingdom,  the  kin?  cried  out,  Heavi'n  srraiit 
you  may  Ix*  able  ton-cover  my  son  fnun  this 
profound  melancholy,  and  1  j-hall  be  eter- 
naJIv  ol)liLa>d  to  yoii :  all  tlie  world  shall 
flee  how  hanilHomely  I  will  n'ward  you. — 
Having  paiil  tlais,  h»»  lel\  the  pnnce  to  con- 
vcTvc*  at  full  li)M»rtv  with  th«» stranger,  whilst 
he  went  an<l  reioif*ed  with  the  gnu  id  vizier 
upon  tliU  happy  n*ncontre. 

Marzavan,  leaning  down  to  the  prince, 
flpoke  low  in  his  ear  thus :  Prince,  said  he, 

U 


it » time  you  should  ceaM  to  grieve.  The 
lady  l(>r  whom  you  suffer  is  the  princew  Bar 
doura,  daughter  ot'  iiaiour,  king  of  China. 
This  I  can  nH<urt^  your  highness  from  what 
slu;  has  told  nu*  of  lier  adventure,  and  what 
I  have  learned  of  youn>.  She  htui  suffered 
no  less  on  your  account,  than  you  have  oo 
here.  H(fre  he  U^gan  to  relate  all  that  ha 
knew  of  the  princctik^'s  Flory,  from  the  fatal 
night  of  their  extniordinary  inter\''icw. 

He  omitted  not  to  acquamt  him,  how  the 
king  had  tre:ited  tho^e  who  had  failed  in 
their  pretensions  to  cure  the  princess  of  her 
indis^xisition.  But  your  highness  is  the  only 
|)eivun,  added  he,  that  can  cure  her  effec- 
tually, and  may  im^sent  yourself  without 
tear.  However,  IxMbre  you  undertake  so 
gn-at  a  voyaire.  I  would  hax'c  vou  perfect Ij 
recovei-ed,  and  then  we  will  take  such  mea- 
sures as  are  nece^^iry.  Think  then,  imme* 
diately,  of  the  rt*c«very  of  your  health. 

This  discourse  hail  a  marvellous  eflect  on 
th(^  prince :  he  Ibund  so  great  relief  by  the 
ho]x^s  he  conceived  of  si)eedily  lulfilling  his 
de-^ires,  that  he  li'It  he  had  strength  suffi- 
cient to  rise,  and  beifffed  leave  ol*  nis  father 
to  dres.s  himself  with  such  an  air,  as  gave 
the  old  king  incredible  pleasure. 
King  Schabzaman  could  not  refrain  fnxn 
embracing  Marzavan,  without  inquiring 
into  the  means  he  had  use*l  to  produce  this 
wt)nderl\d  etlirt ;  and  soon  alter  went  out 
ot'  the  prince V  cliamber  with  the  grand  vi- 
zier, to  publish  this  agreeable  news.  He 
tmlered  public  rejoicings  for  several  dogi 
together,  and  gave  jrreat  largesses  to  his  offi- 
cers and  the  iHH>ple,  alms  to  the  poor,  and 
raus4>d  the  prinoners  to  be  set  at  libertj 
thruuirhout  his  kingdom.  The  joy  was  booo 
sreneral  in  the  capital,  and  in  every  comer 
of  his  dominions. 

Prince  C-amaralzaman^  though  extremely 
weakened  bv  almost  conUnual  wantofVleep, 
and  long  abstinence  from  almost  all  tbod. 
wxin  recovered  his  health.  When  he  tbund 
hinis<«lf  in  a  condition  to  undertiike  the  voy- 
aire,  he  took  Marzavan  aside,  and  said,D«tf 
Marzavan.  it  is  now  time  to  iKTii>nn  the 
pmrnist*  v*ou  have  made  me.  I  bum  with 
impatience  to  see  the  cbamiing  princesi; 
and  it'  you  do  not  spetMlily  give  me  lui  op- 
portunity to  put  an  end  to  her  tomients  and 
my  own,  by  settinir  out  on  our  journey  im- 
mediately, I  shall  soon  relapse  into  my  for- 
mer condition.  One  thing  still  afflicts  me. 
continued  he.  and  that  is  the  difficulty  I 
shall  met»t  with  in  getting  leave  of  my  fa- 
ther to£ro.  This  W(»uld  be  a  crael  disap- 
IH)intmrnt  to  me,  it*  you  do  not  contrive  a 
way  to  prevent  it.  Vou  see  he  scarce  ever 
leavfs  me. 

At  these  words  the  prince  fell  to  weeping ; 
and  Marzavan  saitl,  i  foresaw  this  difficulty; 
let  hot  your  hisrhnesB  be  grieved  at  that,  tw 
I  will  undertake  to  prevent  it.  Mv  princi- 
pal design  in  this  voyage  was  to  deb  ver  the 
princess  of  China  from  her  maladv,  and 
this  from  all  the  reasom  of  mutual  affection 
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which  we  have  borne  to  each  other  from  our 
birth,  beddee  the  zeal  ajid  afleciion  I  other- 
wve  owe  her ;  and  1  should  be  wanting  in 
my  duty  to  her,  if  I  did  not  do  my  best  en- 
deavour to  etfect  her  cure  and  yours,  and 
eiert  mv  utmost  skill.  This  is  then  Uie 
meaDS  I  have  contrived  to  obtain  your  liber- 
ty :  you  have  not  stirred  abroad  tor  some 
tune,  therefore  let  tlie  kin?, your  lather,  un- 
derstand you  have  a  mind  to  take  the  air, 
and  ask  his  leave  to  go  out  on  a  hunting 
party  two  or  tlu-ee  days  with  me.  No  doubt 
ne  will  grant  vour  request ;  which  when  he 
has  done,  oroer  two  good  liorses  to  be  gut 
readv,  one  to  mount,  the  otlier  to  change, 
and  leave  the  rest  to  me. 

Next  day,  prince  Camaralzuman  took  his 
opportunity.  He  acquainted  tlie  kin^,  he 
was  desirous  to  take  the  air,  and  li  he 
pleased^  would  go  and  hunt  two  or  three 
daya  with  Marzavan.  The  king  gave  his 
consent,  but  bid  him  be  sure  not  to  lie  out 
above  one  night,  since  too  much  exercise  at 
first  might  impair  his  health,  and  too  lorig 
absence  create  his  m:\jesty  uneasiness.  He 
then  ordered  him  to  choose  the  be^t  horses 
in  his  stable,  and  himself  took  particular 
care  that  nothing  should  be  wanting.  When 
all  was  ready,  his  majesty  embraced  the 
prince,  and  liavin^  recommended  to  Mar- 
savan  the  careof  lum.  he  let  nim  go.  Prince 
Camaralzaman  and  Marzavan  were  soon 
mounted ;  when,  to  amuse  the  two  grooms 
that  led  the  fresh  horses,  they  made  as  il' 
they  would  hunt,  and  so  got  as  iar  otf  the 
city  and  out  of  the  road  as  was  possible. 
When  night  began  to  approach,  they  alight- 
ed at  a  caravansera  or  inn^  where  they 
supped,  and  slept  till  about  nndnight,  when 
Marzavan  awaked  the  prince,  without 
awaking  the  gnwms,  and  desirea  his  liigh- 
ness  to  let  him  have  his  suit,  and  to  take 
another  for  himself,  which  v,'na  brought  in 
his  baggage.  Tims  equipped,  tliey  mounted 
the  ir&Si  horm^s,  and  alter  Marzavan  had 
taken  one  of  the  groom's  horses  by  tlie  bri- 
dle, they  set  out  as  hard  as  tlieir  horses 
could  go.  , 

At  daybreak,  they  were  got  into  a  Ibrest, 
where,  coming  to  the  meeting  of  lour  roads, 
Marzavan  flesircd  the  prince  to  wait  for  him 
a  little,  and  went  into  the  Ibrest.  He  then 
cut  the  groom's  horse's  throat,  and  afler 
havins  torn  tlie  prince's  suit,  which  he  had 
put  oil,  besmearing  it  with  blood,  he  threw 
it  into  the  highway. 

The  prince  demanded  his  reason  for  what 
he  had  done.  He  toKl  his  highness  he  wsts 
sure  the  king,  his  father,  would  no  sooner 
find  that  he  did  not  return,  and  come  to 
know  tliat  he  wan  departed  witliout  tlie 
grooms,  but  he  would  suspect  something, 
and  immediately  KCiid  iwople  in  quest  oi 
them.  They  that  come  to  this  place,  Aid 
he,  and  find  this  blnxly  liabit,  will  conclude 
yoQ  are  devoured  by  wild  beasts,  and  that 
I  have  escaped  to  avoid  the  king's  anger. 


The  king,  persuading  himself  you  are  < 
will  stop  lartlier  purbuit,  and  we  may  have 
leisure  to  continue  our  journey  without  fear 
ot*  being  followed.  1  must  conleai,  continued 
Marzavan,  this  is  a  violent  way  of  proceed- 
ing, to  alarm  an  old  father  with  the  death 
ol  his  son,  whom  he  loves  so  paaskxiatehr ; 
but  his  joy  will  be  the  greater  when  oe 
shall  hear  you  are  alive  and  happy^— 
Brave  Marzavan,  replied  the  prince,  Tcao- 
not  but  approve  such  an  ingenknis  strata 
eem,  or  sutRciently  admire  your  conduct ; 
I  have  frei>h  obligations  to  you  for  it. 

The  prince  and  Marzavan,  well  provided 
witli  caisli  lor  their  expenses,  continued  their 
journey  both  by  land  and  sea,  and  found  no 
other  obstacle,  but  tlie  length  of  the  tima 
which  it  necessarily  took  up.  They,  how* 
ever,  arrived  at  length  at  the  capital  of 
China,  where  Marzavan,  instead  a  goiD^ 
to  his  lodging,  carried  the  prince  to  apubhe 
inn.  They  tarried  there  incognito  three 
days,  to  rest  tliemselvcs  af\er  the  iatigue  ot 
tlie  vo\iige ;  during  which  time.  Aiarzavaa 
caused  an  astn>logcr's  habit  to  be  made  for 
tlie  prince.  'I'he  three  days  being  expired, 
tliey  went  together  to  the  bath,  where  the 
})rince  put  on  his  astrologer's  liabit  ^  and 
irom  tlience  Marzavan  conducted  him  in 
sight  of  the  king  of  China's  palace,  where 
he  leil  him,  to  go  luid  acquaint  his  mother, 
tlie  princes  Baooura's  nurse,  of  his  arrival, 
to  tile  end  she  might  inibrm  the  princess. 

Prince  Camaralzaman,  instructed  hr 
Marzavan  what  he  was  to  do,  and  providea 
with  ail  he  wanted  as  an  astrologer,  came 
next  moniiiig  to  the  gate  of  the  king's  pa- 
lace, before  the  guards  and  porteis,  and 
cried  aloud ^  1  am  an  astrologer,  and  am 
come  to  etlect  a  cure  on  the  respectable 

{>rinccis  Badoura,  daughter  of  the  most 
ligh  and  mighty  monarch  Gaiour.  king  ci 
Cliina,  on  the  conditions  proixieed  by  ha 
majesty,  to  marry  her  if  1  succeed,  or  elM 
to  lo:je  my  life  for  my  fruitless  and  pre- 
sumptuous attempt. 

Besides  the  guards  and  porters  at  the 
gate,  this  novelty  drew  tog^ether  a  great 
number  of  people  about  pnnce  Camarsl- 
zaman.  There  had  no  physician,  ostralo' 
ger,  nor  magicitui  appeared  for  a  long  time 
on  this  account,  deterred  by  the  many  tia- 
gicai  examples  of  ill  success  that  appeared 
before  their  eyes ;  it  was  therefore  Uiought 
there  were  no  more  of  these  professioni  ie 
the  world,  or  that  there  were  none  to 
mad  as  those  that  had  ^ne  before  them. 
The  prince's  good  mien,  noble  air,  and 


blooming  youth,  made  every  body  that  l 
him  pity  him.  What  mean  you,  sir,  «id 
some  tiiat  were  netirest  to  him,  thus  to  ex 
pose  a  lite  of  such  promising  expectatiooi 
to  certain  deatli  ?  Cannot  the  heads  ym 
see  on  all  the  gates  of  this  city  deter  yon 
from  such  an  undertaking?  In  the  name  of 
Gkxi,  consider  what  ymi  do ;  abandon  tlw 
rash  attempt,  and  begonCb 
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The  prince  continued  firm,  notwithetand- 
inr  ail  these  remonfltrances ;  and  as  he  saw 
nroody  ronie  to  introduce  him,  he  repeated 
the  mme  cry  with  a  boldiiesR  that  maile 
every  body  tremble.  They  ail  then  cried. 
Let  him  alone,  he  is  resolved  to  die ;  God 
have  mercy  upon  bin  youth  an<l  liip  9oui ! — 
He  then  proceeded  to  cry  out  u  third  time 
in  the  same  mamier.  wlien  the  gnind  vizier 
came  in  person,  and  introduced  him  to  the 
kinff  of  China. 

As  soon  as  the  prince  came  into  the  king's 
presence,  he  bowed  and  kimed  the  ground. 
The  king,  who,  of  all  that  had  hitherto  pre- 
sumptuoiiply  exposed  their  liven  on  thi«t  oc- 
casion, had  not  seen  one  worthy  to  c:v^  his 
eyes  upon  belbre,  telt  real  com  passion  tor 
prince  Camaralzaman,  on  account  of  the 
danger  he  was  about  to  undergo.  But  as 
he  saw  him  more  deser\'ing  than  onlinary, 
he  Bhowe<l  him  more  honour,  and  made  him 
oooie  and  sit  by  him.  Young  man,  said  he, 
I  can  hardly  believe  you,  at  this  age,  can 
have  acquirod  experience  enough  to  dare 
ftttampt  the  cure  of  my  daughter.  I  wish 
you  may  succeed,  and  would  give  her  to  you 
m  marriage  witn  all  my  heart,  with  the 
msatest  joy,  more  willingly  tlian  I  should 
nave  done  to  others  that  have  offered  them- 
Klves  belbi^  3rou ;  but  I  must  declare  to 
you,  at  the  m^zne  time,  with  great  concern, 
that  if  r^u  do  not  succeed  in  your  attempt. 
AOtwitManaing  your  noble  appearance  and 
TOur  youth^  you  must  lose  your  head. 

Sir,  rephed  the  prince,  I  have  inHnite  ob- 
Agationi  to  your  majesty  for  the  honour  you 
Jesign  roe,  and  the  great  goodness  you  show 
jo  a  stranger :  but  1  desire  your  majesty  to 
Dclicve  I  would  not  have  come  from  bo  re- 
mote a  country  as  I  have  done,  tlie  name  of 
which^  perhaps,  may  be  unknown  in  your 
dominions,  if  I  had  not  been  certain  or  the 
eure  I  propose.  What  would  not  tlie  world 
lay  of  my  frckleness,  if,  afler  so  great  fa- 
ti|[ue8  and  dangers  as  I  have  undergone  on 
ChM  account,  I  uiould  abandon  this  generous 
enterprise  ?  Even  your  majesty  would  soon 
lose  that  esteem  you  have  conceived  for  me. 
If  I  must  die,  sir,  I  shall  die  with  the  satis- 
fibctkm  of  not  havinff  loct  your  esteem  alter 
I  have  merited  it.  1  beseech  your  majesty, 
therefore,  to  keep  me  no  longer  impatient 
to  display  the  certainty  of  my  art,  by  the 
IMoof  1  am  ready  to  give  of  it 

Then  the  king  comm;inded  the  eimuch, 
who  had  the  custody  of  the  princets,  to  in- 
troduce prince  Camaralzaman  into  her 
apartment ;  but  before  he  would  let  him  go, 
he  remindetl  him  once  more  that  he  was  at 
liberty  to  renounce  his  design ;  yet  the  prince 
paid  no  regard,  but,  with  astonishing  reso- 
nition  and  eagerness,  followed  the  eunuch. 

When  they  came  to  a  long  gallery,  at  the 
end  of  whkrh  was  the  princess^  apartment, 
the  prince,  who  saw  hunself  so  near  the  ob- 
ject of  his  wishes,  who  had  occasioned  him 
■o  many  tears,  pushed  on,  and  got  before  the  I 
cunich. 


The  eunuch,  redoubling  his  pace,  with 
much  ado  got  up  witli  him.  Whither  away 
so  fast?  cned  he,  taking  him  by  the  arm: 
you  cannot  get  in  without  me ;  and  it  shoula 
scorn  you  have  a  groat  desire  for  death,  thui 
to  run  to  it  headlong.  Not  one  of  all  tfioaB 
many  nftrologers  and  magicians  I  have  in- 
troduced  belbre  made  such  haste  as  your^ 
self  to  a  place  wliithor  I  fear  you  will  come 
but  too  soon. 

Friend,  replied  the  prince,  kioking  ear* 
nestly  on  the  eunuch,  and  continuing  hii 
pace,  this  vhxb  berau^  none  of  the  astrcjo- 
gers  you  speak  ot'  were  so  sure  c^*  their  ait 
as*  I  am  of  mine :  they  wore  certain,  indeed, 
they  should  die  if  they  did  not  succeed,  but 
they  had  no  certaitJty  of  tlieir  success.  On 
this  account  they  had  reiuon  to  tremble  on 
approaching  the  place  whither  I  go,  and 
where  I  am  sure  to  find  my  happiness.  He 
had  just  spoke  these  words  as  he  was  at  the 
door.  The  eunuch  opened  it,  and  intro- 
duced him  into  a  great  hall,  whence  was  an 
entrance  into  the  princess's  chamber,  divid* 
ed  from  it  only  by  a  piece  of  tapestry. 

Prince  Camaralzaman  stopt  before  he  en- 
tered, speaking  more  soflly  to  the  eunuch 
for  fear  of  InMng  heard  in  the  princess^ 
chamber.  To  convince  >*ou.  raud  ho,  there 
is  neither  presumption,  nor  whim,  nor  youth- 
ful conceit,  in  my  undertaking,  I  leave  it  to 
your  own  desire,  whether  I  should  cure  the 
princess  in  your  presence,  or  where  we  are, 
without  going  any  farther. 

The  eunuch  Tvns  amazed  to  hear  the 

irince  talk  to  him  with  such  confidence ;  he 

etl  off  insulting  him,  and  said  seriously  to 

lim,  It  is  no  matter  whether  you  do  it  here 

or  there,  provide<l  the  business  is  done :  cure 

her  how  you  will,  >'ou  will  get  immortal 

honour  by  it.  iK>t  only  in  tliis  court,  but  over 

all  the  world. 

The  prince  replied,  It  will  be  best,  then, 
to  cure  nor  without  seeing  her,  that  >'ou  may 
be  witness  of  my  skill.  Notwithstanding 
my  inipatience  to  sf«  a  princess  of  her  ranJc, 
who  is  to  be  my  wife,  yet^  out  of  respect  to 
you,  I  will  deprive  myself  of  that  pleasure 
for  a  little  while.  He  was  furnished  with 
everything  proper  for  an  astrokie^er  to  carry 
about  him :  taking  pen,  ink.  and  paper,  out 
of  his  pocket,  he  wrote  this  billet  to  the  pru»- 


Prince  Camaraizamnn  to  the  Princeu 

of  Chiiuu 

'  Adorable  princem ! 
'  The  love-sick  prince  Camaralzaman  will 
not  trouble  you  with  a  recital  of  the  inex- 
pressible pams  that  he  has  endured  ever  since 
that  fatal  n  iff  lit  in  which  your  charms  de- 
prived him  oftlic  liberty  which  he  resolved 
to  preserve  as  long  as  he  lived.  He  only 
telbyou  that  he  devoted  his  heart  to  }'ou  in 
3rour  charming:  slumbers ;  those  importunate 
slumbere  that  Hindered  him  from  '^Mdiag 
the  brightness  of  your  piereinff  eyvib  in 
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d  all  hif>  endenvnurp  to  nbli<;e  you  to  open 
them.  He  pri'siinieii  to  jiro^eiit  you  with 
his  rin^  lis  a  token  oi'  hi.s  ])!Lssi()ii ;  und  to 
take  y'cniTB  in  cxchmii^o.  whir  1 1  he  stMids  in 
this  billet.  If  you  will  anxlf'sroiid  to  rrturii 
it,  as  a  recipror;il  ulrdL*""*  ol'  your  low,  lie 
will  esteem  hiinsoll'tlio  happiest  (tl'ull  luwrs. 
If  not.  the  KMitniCf  ot' drath,  wliirli  y(»ur 
refusal  briii^ri  liiiii,  will  hr  itM-civcd  with  tJio 
more  resiiriuition.  Ik'cmlim'  Jie  dies  tor  love 
of  you.  He  wuiu-j  invDur  anto-chanihur  lijr 
your  anawer.' 

When  the  prince  hiul  finishc<l  his  billet,  lie 
folded  it  up,  and  enclosed  in  it  the  prince.-rc^'s 
rin^,  witlioiit  lettinir  the  einuirh  s<re  what 
he  aid.  When  he  iiad  vealed  it,  he  jrave  it 
to  him:  There,  hiend.  irtiid  he,  cany  it  to 
your  mistres«« ;  if  it  dcx's  not  cure  her  a.s  soon 
as  Khc  readn  it,  and  sees  wliat  is  ii;closed  in 
it,  I  give  yon  leave  to  tell  every  Uidy  tliat  1 
am  the  most  ignorant  and  impudent  astrolo- 
ger that  ever  was.  is,  or  ever  will  Ik*. 

The  eimuch,  enterini:^  the  princess ol' Chi- 
na's cliamber,  irave  lier  the  iiiickei  iie  re- 
ceived I'rom  i)rince  Caniandzanum.  Ma- 
dam, said  he,  tlie  boldest  a<«tn)]o^er  that  ever 
hv^,  if  I  am  iK)t  mistaken,  is  arrived  here, 
and  pretendt$,  that  on  readin<r  this  letter,  and 
■eeiiig  what  is  in  it,  you  will  be  cured  ;  I 
wish  he  may  prove  neither  a  liar  nor  im- 
postor. 

The  princess  Badoura  trmk  i\m  billet,  and 
opened  it  witli  a  *^rent  dcid  ot'  indifIeixMic«.* : 
but  when  Hii;  saw  the  rin;^.  ^he  had  not  pa- 
tience to  read  it  thnMiifh :  she  ra-c  hastily, 
broke  the  chain  that  held  herhystruir^''lin>r. 
ran  to  ihe  door,  and  o]Knied  it.  She  knew 
tlie  princes  oh  Koon  as  she  klw  Jiini.  and  he 
knew  her:  they  pix'seutly  «:nil»rai:e.l  eacli 
otlier  tenderly,  and  without  heiiiL''  ah!e  to 
speak  tor  excess  of  joy :  they  looked  on  one 
another  a  lon<j:  time,  wouiirinir  how  thry 
met  iorain  after  their  lirst  inter vii'W.  The 
princess's  nur-v,  who  ran  to  tlie  d(N)r  wiih 
ber,  made  them  come  int(»  Iut  chamher. 
where  the  princess  Jiadouia  uavethe  prince 
hor  riner,  siiyin*:.  Take  it.  I  cannot  keep  ii 
without  restorin^r  your>,  which  I  will  nrver 
part  with;  neither  can  it  he  in  better  liand> 

The  emmch  went  innneiliately  to  tell  the 
king  of  Clnna  what  had  happened.  Sir. 
said  he,  all  the  astroloL'i'r><  and  donors  who 
have  hitherto  pn 'tend ei I  to  niielhe  prinress, 
were  IikiIr  in  eoniparisoii  ol' tlie  la-i.  IJc 
made  use  neither  of  .<rhenu*s  i.or  cojijuni- 
tionK,  of  i)erfuines,  or  any  thioi,'  «•!><•,  hut 
cured  her  without  seein*r  her.  TJn-n  lie 
told  the  kinir  how  he  did  it.  The  inonarch 
was  agreeably  sinpris<vl  at  tin*  news,  and 
going  presciilly  to  the  princess's  chamher, 
embraceii  her:  hea!)erwanlsembraeetl  the 
prince,  and,  tnkimr  his  hand,  joined  it  to  tlie 
princesi'H.  Hapiiy  Mramrer.  Kiiil  the  kiuL'. 
whoever  yon  are.  I  will  k«'ep  niv  wonl.  and 
give  you  my  dauL^hter  t*)  wife  ;'thou.irh.  by 
what  I  fee  in  you.  it  is  in)]Nissihie  tor  me  to 
believe  you  are  re<illy  what  you  appear,  and 
would  have  me  beii^ve  you  to  be. 


Prince  Camonuzaman  tlianked  tlic  king 
in  the  nx^^t  humble  expre^.sionii,  that  he 
nii^ht  the  better  show  his  gratitude.  Astur 
iny  peivi^u,  %:aid  he,  I  must  own  1  am  nut  an 
astn)lo«^er.  as  y«)ur  majesty  wry  judiciously 
<f  u(>:N-4^d ;  I  only  |>ut  on  the  liaoit  of  one, 
thai  1  nii^'ht  bucceed  more  e<Lsdy  in  my 
and) it  ion  \o  be  allitui  to  the  most  (KitciU 
monarch  in  the  world.  I  wau  born  a  phuce, 
and  the  son  of  a  kin<?  and  of  a  queen ;  my 
name  is  Camaral/.anian;  my  tiither  u 
Schah/.aman,  wlu)  now  reigns  over  the 
islands  (hataiv  well  known  by  tiie  name  of 
the  Islands  of  the  Children  of  Klialedan. 
He  then  tttld  him  his  history,  and  how  won- 
dert'ul  was  the  ri<>e  of  Jiis  lo\'e;  that  the 
princi^s.>'»  was  altoj^ether  us  mar>v.llous ; 
and  that  IhjiIi  wei-e  con  tinned  by  the  ex- 
c ha n L*"!;  of  !  1  le  t vv<  >  r ii  i^s. 

Wiien  the  prince  had  done  «(poaking.  the 
kin>r  naid  to  hnn,  This  hi.<tory  n  ho  extraor- 
dinary, it  de.-?erves  to  Im;  known  to  puitehiy ; 
I  will  take  care  it  ehall ;  and  the  ohurituu 
beiniT  tle|x)sited  in  my  niyal  archives,  1  wiU 
i»pn:ad  copies  ot'  it  abroiid,  that  my  own 
kin^rdom  anti  the  kingdoms  around  me  may 
know  it. 

Th(^  marriage  was?  ffolemnized  the  same 
day,  and  the  lejoicins^stbr  it  were  uni versa/ 
all  over  tlie  empire  of  China.  Nor  wai 
Marzavanlbr^nitten:  the  kinir^ave  him  an 
honourable  ikis:  in  his  court'  niiineihatdy, 
and  a  promise  of  liii-ther  advanceuienL 

Princ<;  Camaralzaman  and  the  princes 
Badoura  cnjoyi^l  the  t'lilnessuf  their  wiiihef 
in  the  s-woel^  of  niarriaijre ;  and  the  king 
kept  eontiiiual  leastiii^jrsior  sevenii  nioiitii!^ 
to  show  his  joy  on  the  iK'casion. 

In  ih(.*  niidsi  of  thesi;  pleRsure?.  prince 
Ca'H.iialzamaii  dreamt  oni*  nn;ht,  th:it  he 
saw  his  tinher,  Schali/.amiMi.  iui  his  deAtii- 
iM'd.  re.idy  to  i,^ive  up  the  ;rho<t.  an;:  beard 
liim  ^prak  thus  to  ]ij<:  aiieritlant>  :  My  ivn, 
to  whom  I  irave  hirth  ;  my  mui,  wIioqi  I  so 
tenderly  Iftve-!;  whom  I  breil  wiflisuiuuch 
timdne.---,  so  much  care.  ]t:L<aliandoneJRMt 
and  is  hims4-lf  the  I'austr  ot'  my  deatii.    ih 
i  I  w«  >iie  w i  t  h  a  u  i  ea  t  .^  i^^ h ..  w h  ic  1  l  a wakeued 
iJie  princess,  win*  a«^keit  him  tin*  caa*<4'it 

Ala^  !  my  love.  crie<i  the  prince.  iN?rlB«s 
in  I  lie  very  inonient  that  I  am  biK'akiii?,  tbc 
kiniLT.  my  t'ather,  is  no  inon*.  Heihenac" 
tpiajnteti  lier  With  his  melancholy  dreafflt 
which  occasioned  iiiin  so  mucii  unCti^^iiM* 
Tiie  princi's.-,  who  .studied  to  plccisi'  lumiB 
every  ihimr.  (lid  not  iimnt^Iiateiyintiinnhini 
she  had  contrived  a  wav  to  <io  it,  leunnf 
that  Ihe  desire  to  see  his  liitherai^ain  wuuu 
make  him  take  U-.ss  delight  in  hercoiui'dOf 
in  a  distant  country.  Siie  went  to  lier  i)*n 
lather  that  very  liay.  and  lin<iinsr  hiniakwe. 
ki.s<H<'d  his  hand,  ami  thus  addri>&«4\i  liwlf 
to  him:  Sir,  I  have  a  liivour  to  bo^ofvcwr 
iTiajesty.  and  I  be-eech  y«ui  not  to  deny  me; 
hut  that  you  may  n«)t  InMieve  1  ask  it  at  the 
.suiiciiationol'  the  prince,  my  huslKuid,  Itf; 
i<ure  you  betbrehand,  he  knows  notluiiga 
my  asking  it  of  >ou ;  it  in,  that  you  will  fivt 
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Imtc  Ibr  ine  to  go  with  htm  nnil 
actuduiunun,  my  ruihci^iii-law. 

Daughter,  rc]ihe<I  thckinii'.lhauglilBlnill 
b«  very  eorrr  lu  piirt  with  yon  Ibr  m  long  n 
tine  Hi  B  jouriJcy  tu  a  pincc  to  diiitani  will 
take  uji,  }-«L  I  CHiinol  dimpiirove  of  your 
iMoIutmii :  it  i^  wortliy  oTyourEclC  itolwith- 
■buidinR  the  lUtiguc  of  ho  loiix  h  jounicy  ; 
Ko,  chilil,  I  give  yuu  leave,  hut  oii  coiMliiioii 
Uat  vou  «iay  iioKuigcr  Ihiin  a  vcar  in  king 
Sehahzainan'a  court.  I  jioiic  tlie  king  will 
agree  u  this,  tluil  we  sliall  nltrrnalcly  anc. 
be  hie  mi  anil  his  daiufhtcr-iii'luw,  uul  I 
nyduushler  luid  riiy  Moii-iii-Iiiiv. 
Tlie  prince*!  comiiui»icuteil  the  king  of 
'  China's  coMent  lu  jiriiicit  Ciuiiuralziiiuun, 
whu  u-u  tnuiai|x>rl('jl  lu  ht-ar  it.  luitl  gave 
li4!r_thiinki> iiir  tliis  iit:»'  tukun oilier luvi;. 

"   ■        fiivii  orileni  lor  pr_ 

IT  tlu!  juurupy ;  niiil 

.  viviulylio.ucMHnp&iilinl 

tbe  prince  anil  |)rini'i-^itevuruld;iyii'j()urtiev 
«Q  Ilti'ir  way  ;  ihcy  jiatlttl  Ht  leiixtb  with 
(ic«t  wee|iiiiEuiiaUi4ilM;llirkingenibin- 
ccd  iheta,  oikI  having  ikwcd  tlie  prini^  tn . 
bs  kiDdtahHiiuughtef.iiiHl  tulove  licrul- 
wajv  with  tlie  uHiiuf  iiiiMnii  he  itow  loveil 
bar.  be  left  tlieiii  tu  ppictiil  m  tlu.-iriuuriii.'>-, 
•m  toilivvrt  hiiiML-ir,  luinitMl  all  uic  way 
Mberetuniril  luliis  ciiiHlal  city. 

nbeii  jtriiirK  (^amnnilxiunan  anil  Ihtf 
■linuai  BwliHiru  kul  drieJuji  their  tcani, 
UMyaMnliirteilllieDiFelves  with  the  thituc'lit 
iawfUut  king  Scliuluutiiiiiii  wuulil  he  tuiici- 
iboiD,  hihI  Itow  (hey  idiuulil  nyuicu  to  aae 
lbs  lung. 

Tliey  travi^Ileil  about  a  month,  ami  lU  lact 
Mine  to  a  nietuluwut'gn-ai  extent,  plained 
M  eonveuient  UiriaiiniM-  with  bdl  tri^K,  ibrm- 
lag  au  agretiiblf.  nUaA.:  The  day  beuig 
muiMwlly  hut,  Canuuiilzaiuuii  thought  it 
b«t  to  encMinp  lliere,  and  piviKwed  it  to 
MWioura,  will),  having  tJie  tuuiie  inlentiun, 
t^  man  nintily  r^m^H^meil  tu  i^  lljey 
leul' the  fiiicai  rp-jin;   u,  t«it 
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enti^red  it,  nml  thn  pimee  ordered  hia  eer- 
vaiitK  to  pilch  their  tents  atto,  vhiJt  tlie^ 
etuyed  llwri',  mid  went  himtvlf  to  give  di- 
reclioiiB.  The  priiicc«<,  weary  with  the  fii- 
tiguN  ol'  the  jouriiev,  bid  hi>r  tramen  untie 
lier  giiillc.  which  tiicy  laid  down  by  her : 
and  fhe  liilllii^  asleep,  her  attendanti>  loft 
her  h)-  hermit. 

Pruice  Camamlzaman  having  wen  all 
things  in  order  came  to  the  tciit  where  the 

SriiKCM)  wii#  «lr('iiiii{,' ;  he  entered,  nnd  Eat 
own  withuiit  mailing  any  noi»-,  intending 
to  take  a  nan  him>«It':  htit  oiKerving  the 
princisw'ts  gjnlle  lying  by  ha,  he  tmk  it  up, 
and  kniked  ui>on  the  duLitinii(b  and  rubies 
OIK)  by  one.  In  Anug  it,  he  raw  a  little 
pun«  hiw^iig  tn  it.  Kweil  neatlv  on  the 
rtutT,  aiul  tied  fai<t  with  ii  riband ;  he  Ich  it, 
anil  if>uiid  Iherr.witK  mmirlliing  silid  in  it. 
Di'siniud  to  know  what  it  iv-.ihj  lie  opened 
(lie  )iursc,  iind  took  out  a  enmeliaii,  engra 
veil  with  unknown  flgiirca,  nnd  rhnruriert. 
Tliis  ronielian,  Riid  ihc  firinoe  to  liiiiifvlf) 
must  lie  mtuethlng  very  valuable,  or  my 
princes  ivoutil  not  carry  it  witli  n  much 
cure.  It  W1V  BadoumV  tali^mnn,*  irhirh 
the  ijueen  of  China  had  given  her  diiugh- 
tcr  af  ti  chnmi,  that  would  keep  her,  ns  idle 
Kiid,  fi-oni  any  hann  a«  long  iia  fIic  had  it 
about  her. 

The  prince,  Ihe  better  to  look  at  the 
talis^naii,  look  it  out  loihe  light,  the  tent 
being  itiu-k ;  and  while  he  waa  holding  it  up 
in  hii^  hand,  abinl  dartcil  don-n  from  the  oir 
and  Diiaicheil  it  awny  irno)  him. 

It  would  be  eai^y  to  C(»>ccive  the  concern 
and  griet' or  priiire  Citiuanilzoman,  whm 
he  aw  the  bird  fly  nwny  with  the  lalismant 
He  was  ntoi-e  troubled  at  it  than  words  I'nn 
expren,  and  ruraed  his  unseasonable  curio- 
■ity,  by  which  uicuna  hid  deai  princess  had 

*  A  srlirTDC  of  hn  Dativitj,  dimim  Ihiin  lbs 
cmutcllatjoiw  of  bnvcn. 

t  There  U  nn  ulvtntun  likr  this  inihi  to- 
mance  oT  Prla  of  Provence  ml  Ihs  &ir  Mig- 
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Kxt  a  treasure  that  was  bo  precious,  and  eo 
valuixl  b^'  lier. 

The  bird  having  got  her  prize,  settled  on 
the  ground  not  far  otf,  with  the  talianmn  in 
her  ihouth.  The  prince  drew  near  it,  in 
]ioi»esKJie  would  drop  it ;  but  as  he  approrich- 
ed,  the  bird  took  ^vin"",  and  settled  again  on 
the  ground  iiirther  ott.  Camaralzanian  fol- 
lowed her,  and  the  bird  having  sWfiilowed 
tlie  talisman,  tnok  a  fartlier  flight ;  the  prince 
being  very  dexterous  at  a  maxk.  thought  to 
kill  her  with  a  stone,  and  Btill  followed  her ; 
the  farther  she  flew,  the  more  eager  he 
^rew  in  pursuing  her,  keeping  her  always 
m  view.  Thus  the  bird  drew  him  along 
Jrom  hill  to  valley,  and  valley  to  hill,  all 
day,  every  step  leading  him  out  oi'tlie  way 
from  the  neld,  where  ne  lefl  his  camp,  and 
the  princess  Bcidour& ;  and  instead  of  perch- 
ing at  night  on  a  bush,  where  he  might 
probably  have  taken  her,  she  roosted  on  a 
nigh  tree,  sale  from  his  pursuit.  The  prince 
\exed  to  the  heart  for  taking  so  much  pains 
to  no  purpose,  thought  of  returnini^  to  the 
camp ;  but,  said  he  to  himself,  which  way 
Aoa.!  I  return  ?  Shall  I  go  down  the  hills 
and  valleys  which  I  passed  over  ?  Shall  I 
wander  in  darkness  T  And  will  my  streng^th 
bear  me  out  ?  How  durst  I  appear  before 
my  princess  without  her  talisman  ?  Over- 
whelmed with  such  thoughts,  and  tired 
with  the  pursuit,  sleep  came  upon  him,  and 
he  lay  down  under  a  tree,  where  he  passed 
the  night 

He  awoke  the  next  morning  before  the 
bird  had  lefl  the  tree :  and  as  soon  as  he  saw 
heron  the  wing,  followed  her  again  that 
wliole  day,  with  no  better  success  tiian  hv, 
had  done  the  last,  eating  nothing  but  herbs 
and  fruits  all  tiie  way  as  he  went :  he  did 
the  same  for  ten  days  together,  pursuing  the 
bird,  and  kecpin/^  her  in  his  eye  from  morn- 
ing to  night,  lying  alwa>'s  under  tlie  tree 
where  slie  roorte^L  On  tlie  eleventh  day 
the  bird  continued  flving,  and  Camaralza- 
inan  observing  her,  he  came  near  a  great 
dty.  When  the  bird  came  to  the  walls,  she 
flew  over  them,  and  the  prince  saw  no  more 
of  her :  so  he  despaired  of  ever  recovering 
the  princess  Badoura's  talisman. 

Camaralzaman,  whorc  grief  was  beyond 
expression,  went  into  the  city,  which  was 
built  on  the  sea  side,  and  had  a  flne  port ; 
he  walked  up  and  down  the  streets  without 
knowing  where  he  %vas,  or  where  to  stop  r 
at  last  ho  came  to  the  port,  in  as  great  un- 
certainty as  ever  what  he  should  do.  \\  a  I  k- 
ing  along  the  river  side,  he  perceived  the 
gate  of  a  garden  open,  ajnd  an  old  gardener 
at  work  in  it ;  the  good  man  looking  up,  saw 
he  was  a  stranger  and  a  Mussulman ;  so  he 
asked  him  to  come  in,  and  shut  the  door 
aAerhim. 

Camaralzaman  entered,  and  as  the  gar- 
dener bade  him  shut  the  door,  demanded  of 
the  gardener  why  he  was  so  cautious.  Be- 
eaude»  replied  the  old  man.  I  see  you  are  a 
itrmoffer  newly  arrived  and  a  Mussnlman ; 


and  this  city  is  inhabited  for  the  most  part 
by  idolaters,  who  have  a  nmrtal  aversion  lo 
us  Mus^suimen,  and  treat  t[\<ve  few  of'  us 
that  are  here  with  great  barbarity.  I  mp. 
pose  ynu  did  not  know  this ;  and  it  is  a  mi- 
racle  that  you  have  oscriix*<l  a^  you  have 
thus  liir,  these  idolators  being  very  apt  tn 
fall  uix)n  the  Muariulmen  that  are  f!traii?ers 
or  to  draw  them  into  a  snare,  unlc^  Uvxt 
strangers  arc  instructed  how  .to  oeware  tA 
them.  1  bleds  Qod  who  hiis  Drought  >*ou 
into  a  place  of  safetv. 

Comaralziiman  tlianked  the  honest  gar- 
dener for  his  advice,  and  the  security  he 
offered  him  in  his  house;  he  w^niid  have 
said  more,  but  the  good  miui  interrupted 
him,  sa>ing.  Let  us  lea\'e  complimenting; 
you  are  weary,  and  must  Want  to  refr&h 
yourself.  Come  in,  and  re^t  younelf  He 
conducted  him  into  his  little  hut;  and  afler 
the  prince  had  eaten  heartily  of  what  beset 
before  him,  with  a  cordiality  that  ehamnd 
him,  he  requested  him  to  rda&e  bow  he 
came  there. 

Camaralzaman  complied  with  hii  ie> 
quest ;  and  when  he  had  ended  his  stay, 
without  concealing  any  part  of  it,  he  am 
him  which  was  the  nearest  way  to  the  kinir 
liis  father's  territories ;  for  it  »  in  vam  for 
me  to  think  of  finding  my  nrinem  wbeie  I 
lefl  her,  after  wandering  eleven  dajm  fhun 
the  spot  hy  so  extraordinary  an  adveDtnrp. 
Ah !  continued  he,  how  do  I  know  ifae  ii 
alive  ?  and  saying  thus,  he  bunt  into  tem 
The  gardener  replied,  there  was  ddimbh 
bil-ty  of  his  ffoing  thither  by  land,  the  way* 
were  so  difficult,  and  the  joumejr  so  few: 
besides,  there  was  no  accommodatkn  for  fill 
subsistence ;  or,  if  there  were,  he  murtw- 
ceaearily  pass  through  the  countriei  of  • 
many  barkirous  nations,  that  he  woaSA 
never  reach  his  father's.  It  was  a  yesHi 
journey  from  the  city  where  he  trwtDany 
country  inhabited  onlv  by  Massulmeo;  that 
the  quickest  passage  for  liiin  would  be  tow 
to  the  isle  of  Ebrne,  whence  he  might  cany 
transport  himself  lo  the  isles  ol'lhe  chikhen 
of  Khaledan ;  that  a  ship  sailed  from  tbe 
port  every  year  to  Ehcne,  and  he  bb^ 
take  that  onport unity  of  returning  to  l«* 
islands.  The  shit]  departed,  saiahcbrti 
few  days  ago;  if  you  had  come  a  iinl' 
sooner,  );ou  riii^ht  have  taken  >-oar  pa^T 
in  it .  If  you  will  wait  the  year  round,  wha 
it  makes  the  voyage  again,  and  wiU  il^ 
with  me  and  accept  of  my  house,  such  ai  a 
is,  you  will  be  as  welcome  to  it  aa  to  fsv 
own. 

Prince  Camaralzaman  was  glad  hahad 
met  with  such  an  asylum,  in  a  plaee  vkcj^ 
he  had  no  acquaintance  nor  intereil  He 
accepted  the  ofler,  and  lived  with  the  ga^ 
dencr  till  the  time  came  that  the  ihip^j' 
to  sail  to  the  isle  of  Ebene.  He  i90>t  ■■> 
time  in  working  all  day  in  the  gaite,  W 
all  night  in  sighs,  tears,  and  compUnMi 
thinking  of  his  dear  princess  Badoura.  Wa 
i  must  leave  him  in  this  place,  id  retamii 
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«be  prinoev,  whom  we  left  arieep  in  her 
teat 

7%e  Story  qfthe  Princess  BadaurOf  after 
her  eepcmationfrom  Prince  Camaral- 
zaman. 

The  princen  slept  a  longtime,  and  when 
die  awoke,  wondered  thatPrince  Camaral- 
xaman  was  not  with  her ;  she  called  her 
irainen,  and  aaked  them  if  they  knew  where 
he  was.  They  told  her  they  saw  him  enter 
tiie  tent  but  did  not  sec  him  go  out  again. 
While  they  were  talking  to  her,  she  took  up 
lier  girdle,  found  the  little  purae  open,  and 
that  the  talisman  was  gone.  Slie  did  not 
doubt  but  Camaralzanian  had  taken  it  to 
we  what  it  was,  and  that  he  woukl  bring  it 
back  with  him.  She  ^-aited  lor  him  impa- 
tiently till  night,  and  could  not  imagme 
what  made  him  stay  away  from  lier  so 


^When 


it  was  auite  dark,  and  she  could 

hear  nothing  of  liim,  she  fell  into  vk)leut 
pisf ;  she  cursed  the  talisman,  and  him 
ttiBt  made  it ;  and,  hod  not  she  been  re- 
fltrained  by  duty,  would  have  cursed  the 
mieen  her  mother,  who  gave  her  such  a 
mtal  present  She  was  the  more  troubled, 
because  she  could  not  imagine  how  her 
talisman  should  have  caused  the  prince's 
aeparackxi  from  her:  she  did  not  however 
Jose  her  judg[meut,  and  came  to  a  coura- 
geous resolution,  not  common  with  persons 
of  her  sex. 

She  only^  and  her  women  knew  of  the 
prince's  beiiw  gone ;  lur  his  men  were  re- 
posing or  asfeep  in  their  tents.  The  prin- 
cess, fearing  they  would  betray  her,  if  they 
hod  any  knowledge  of  it,  moderated  lier 
pief,  and  forbid  her  women  to  say  or  do 
Mnj[  thing  that  might  create  the  least  sus- 
piekxL  She  then  laid  aside  her  habit,  and 
pot  on  one  of  Prince  Gamaralzaman's,  be- 
ing so  like  him,  that  next  day,  when  she 
came  al>road,  hm  men  took  her  tor  him. 

She  commanded  them  to  pack  un  their 
baggage  and  begin  their  march ;  and  when 
all  uungs  were  ready,  slie  ordered  one  of 
nor  women  to  go  into  her  litter,  she  herself 
mouDting  on  horseback,  and  ruling  by  tier 


Th^  travelled  several  months  by  laml 
and  sea ;  the  princemcontinuing  tlie  journey 
under  the  name  of  Ciimaralzaman.  They 
took  the  ulaiid  of  Ebene  in  their  way  to  the 
islcR  oT  the  children  of  Khuledan.  They 
went  to  the  capital  of  tlie  inland  of  Ebene, 
where  a  kinir  reigned  whose  name  was 
Armanos.  'Hie  persons  who  firrt  landed, 
(iring  out  that  the  ship  carried  prince  Ca- 
■aralzaman,  wlio  was  returning  from  a 
vovage,  and  was  forced  in  there  by  a 
I,  the  news  of  his  arrival  was  presently 
BQ  to  court 
King  Armanos,  accompanied  by  most  of 
hii  oourtkrs,  went  immediately  to  wait  on 
iii^  princCi  and  met  the  prineees  just  as  she 


was  landing,  and  going  to  the  lodf^Dg  that 
had  been  taken  for  her.  He  received  hsr 
as  the  son  of  a  king,  who  was  his  friend, 
and  with  whom  he  always  kept  up  a  good 
understanding:  he  conducted  her  to  tfaa 
palace,  where  an  apartment  was  prepared 
for  her  and  ail  her  attendants,  thoush  she 
would  lain  have  excused  heraelf,  ana  have 
lodged  in  a  private  house.  He  showed  her 
all  possible  honour,  and  entertained  her 
three  days  tpgetlier  with  extraordinary 
magnifksence.  At  the  end  oi*  this  time, 
King  Armanos.  understanding  that  the 
princess,  whom  he  still  took  tor  JPrince  Ca- 
maralzaman,  talked  of  going  abroad  again 
to  proceed  on  her  vo]^age,  cliarmed  with 
the  air  and  qualities  ol  such  an  accomplish- 
ed prince  as  he  took  her  to  be,  he  took  an 
opportunity  when  she  was  alone,  and  spoke 
to  her  in  this  marmer :  You  see,  pnnce, 
tliat  I  am  old,  and  eaiinot  hope  to  live  long; 
and,  to  my  great  mortifieatkm,  I  have  not 
a  son  to  whom  I  may  leave  my  crown. 
Heaven  has  only  blest  me  with  one  daugh* 
ter,  whose  beauty  cannot  be  better  matcliea 
than  with  a  prince  of  your  rank  and  accom- 
plishnienta.  Instead  of  goin^  home,  stay 
and  take  her  from  my  haiiid,  with  my  crown, 
whk:h  I  resign  in  /our  lavour,  and  stay 
with  us.  It  is  time  tor  me  to  rest,  atler  hav* 
ing  BO  long  bonie  it ;  and  nothing  could  be 
a  greater  plea^re  to  me  in  my  retirement, 
tlian  to  see  my  people  ruled  by  so  worthy  a 
BucccsRor  to  niy  tlirone. 

The  king  oftlie  isle  of  Ebene's  generous 
ofier  to  bestow  his  only  daughter  in  marriage, 
and  with  her  his  kiiig(k)m,  on  tiie  princess 
Badoura,  who  could  not  accept  it,  because 
she  wan  a  woman,  put  her  into  unexpected 
perplexity.  Slie  tliought  it  would  not  be- 
come a  princess  of  her  iiuik  to  undeceive 
the  king,  and  to  own  that  siie  was  not  prince 
Camaralzaman,  but  his  wife^  when  she 
awured  himshcwiis  he  liimsell,  niul  whose 
part  she  had  liitherto  acted  so  well.  She 
was  also  afraid  to  refuse  tlie  honour  he  dP- 
fercd  her,  lest  being  so  much  bent  upon  the 
conclusion  of  the  marriage,  his  kindnev 
might  turn  to  aversion  and  hatred,  and  he 
might  attempt  something  even  against  her 
life.  Besides,  slie  was  not  sure  whether 
she  might  not  find  j)rince  Camaralzaman 
in  tiie  court  of  king  Schalizanian  his  lather. 

Tliese  considenitkNiH,  added  to  the  pros- 
pect of  obtaining  a  kingdom  for  the  prince 
ner  husband,  in  case  siie  found  iiim  again, 
determined  licr  to  accept  tlie  proposal  otldng 
ArmiUKH,  mid  marry  hu^danghtcr :  so  aller 
having  stood  silent  for  some  minutes,  she 
with  biut!|hed,  wiiich  the  king  took  for  a  sign 
of  modesty,  an<.«'ered,  SiT,i  am  infinitely 
obliged  to  your  majesty  for  your  good  opinkm 
of  me,  for  the  honour  you  do  me,  aiul  the 
great  favour  you  offer  me,  whu^h  I  cannot 
pretend  to  merit,  and  dare  not  refuse. 

But,  sir,  contuiued  she,  I  camiot  accept 
this  great  alliance  on  anjr  other  condition, 
than  that  your  majesty  will  asost  me  with 
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TDur  eounflele,  and  that  I  do  nothing  with- 
out having  first  your  approbation. 

The  marria»e  treaty  being  thus  conclud- 
ed and  agreed  on,  the  ceremony  wag  putoH 
till  next  day.  In  the  mean  time  princeiw 
U^doura  gave  notice  to  Uci-  otn<LTj*,  wlio 
tlili  took  her  for  prince  Camaralzaman,  wiiat 
flhe  waA  about  to  do,  that  they  might  not  be 
^urprb^ed  at  it,  tuwurin^  them  tho  princess 
Badoura  oonsented  to  It.  She  talkeil  aleo 
to  horA^romen,  and  charored  them  to  con- 
tinue to  ket'p  the  secret  Fhe  had  entrusted 
them  with. 

The  kinff  of  the  inlo  of  Ebene,  rejoicing 
that  he  had  got  a  son-in-law  so  much  to  his 
satistaction.  next  morning  summoned  liis 
coimcil,  ana  acquainted  them  with  his  design 
of  marrying  hi:9  daughter  to  i)rince  Cama- 
ralzaman,  whom  he  introduced  to  them ; 
and  having  ma(k;  him  sit  down  by  him,  told 
them  he  resigned  the  crown  to  him,  and  re- 
quired them  to  acknowledge  him  tor  king,' 
and  swear  fealty  to  him.  Having  siiid  this, 
he  descended  from  his  throne,  and  the  prin- 
cess Badoura,  by  his  order,  ascended  it  As 
soon  as  the  council  broke  up,  the  new  king 
was  proclaimed  through  the  city,  rejoicings 
were  appointed  for  several  days,  and  cou- 
riers de«!palched  over  all  the  kingdom  to  see 
the  same  ceremonies  observed  with  the  same 
lemonatrations  of  joy. 

At  night  there  ^vcre  cxtraonlinarv  feast- 
SiSB  at  the  palace,  and  the  princess  Haiatai- 
netous*  was  led  to  the  prince«  Badoura. 
whom  everv  body  took  for  a  man,  dressed 
like  a  rovaf  bride.  The  wedding  wan  so- 
lemnized with  the  utmost  splendour:  they 
were  put  to  bed,  and  lefl  alone.  In  the 
morning,  while  the  princess  Badoura  went 
to  receive  the  compliments  of  the  nobility  in 
the  hall  of  audience,  where  thoy  congratu- 
lated her  on  her  marriage  and  accer«tion  to 
the  throne,  king  Armanw  and  his  queen 
went  to  the  ain\rrnient  of  the  newquwn, 
their  daughter,  and  anked  her  how  she  i^pent 
the  night.  Inj^tcad  of  aih?wering  them,  the 
held  (Sown  her  head,  and  by  her  looks  they 
mw  plaiidy  enough  she  was  dii<«ippointed. 

King  Armanos,  to  comtbrt  tho  prinrefv; 
Haiatalnefbus,  bid  her  not  be  troubUvl. 
Prince  Catiiai-alzaman,  said  he.  when  he 
landed  here,  might  tliink  only  of  going  to 
his  fathers  court.  Though  we  have  en- 
ffagetl  him  to  stay  by  arguments  with  whirl i 
ne  onirht  to  b«'  weU  satisfied,  yet  it  ir»  proba- 
ble he  prkjveH  jit  being  f?o  suddenly  del)rived 
of  the  hopep  of  seeing  either  hi:«  litther  or 
any  of  \w  famil  v.  "^  ou  must  Wiiit  till  those 
first  emotions  of'  filial  love  are  over ;  he  will 
ihen  carry  himself  towards  you  as  a  good 
hu!«band  oiight  to  do. 

The  priiu'Cfw  Barloura,  under  the  name 


•  Thw  in  an  AmWr  woni,  wlwh  -nenifj***  tho 
Hfr  of  f  hr  noul. 


and  the  nobility  of  the  kinj^om  who  wen 
in  and  about  the  city,  and  m  reviewing  ll» 
regular  troo|)s  of  her  household  j  and  en- 
tered on  the  administration  of  alTaiTB  as  king 
with  so  niucli  dignity  and  judgment,  Ba 
gained  her  the  s:(Miei*al  apnlauae  of  all  who 
were  witnesses  ot*  hor  conduct. 

It  was  evening  before  ahe  returned  te 
que^n  Haiatalnefous'  apartment,  ud  the 
(lerceivcd  by  the  reception  she  gave  her, 
that  the  bride  w^is  not  at  all  pkased  with 
the  pi^ece<ling  night.  She  endeavoured  to 
dissipate  her  griet'  by  a  lon^  ooavenatkiiL 
in  which  she  employed  all  toe  wit  liie  hna 
(and  she  possi^sed  a  good  share  of  it)  to 
persuade  her  i^he  loved  her  entirelv:  ihe 
then  gave  her  time  to  go  to  bed,  ancf  white 
she  was  undnvving  herself,  the  went  to  her 
devotions:  her  ])rayerB  were  lo  long'  that 
queen  Haiaialnetbuis  wns  asleep  belbrethei' 
were  ended.  She  then  lell  off,  and  lay 
down  sufHy  by  the  new  queen,  without 
waking  her,  and  Avas  as  much  aflUeted  at 
her  being  forced  to  act  a  part  which  did  not 
belong  to  her,  as  in  the  ]oea  of  her  dew 
Camaralzaman,  for  whom  slieceued  not  to 
sigh.  She  rose  as  soon  as  it  was  day,  belbn 
Haiatalnefbus  was  awake ;  and  being  drap- 
ed ill  her  ro>-ai  robes  as  king,  went  to  ooon- 
cil. 

King  Armanos,  as  he  had  done  the  day 
before,  came  early  to  vii;it  the  queen  hii 
daughter,  whom   he  finiml  in  tenn:  he 
wanted  no  more  to  be  informed  of  tbeeane 
of  her  trouble.    Provoked  at  the  cnntanpt 
as  he  thought,  put  upon  his  daughter,  of 
which  he  could  not  imagine  the  ream, 
Daughter,  said  lie,  have  patience  for  anodier 
night.    I  muted  your  husband  to  the  ihropf, 
and  can  pull  him  do^vn  acrain,  and  drnv 
him  thence  with  shame,  unless  he  gi^'eiroii 
the  satisfaction  that  he  ouL^'ht  to  da   nm 
usjiire  of  you  has  provoked  me  ea  much.  1 
cannot  tell  to  what  my  resentment  may 
transport  me ;  the  affront  is  ;is  great  to  me 
as  to  you. 

It  was  late  ngjiin  before  the  inincev  Bs- 
donra  came  to  queen  Haiatalnefow:  die 
talked  to  her  as  she  had  done  the  night  be* 
fore,  and  after  the  same  manner  went  tobff 
devotions,  desiring  the  qiieen  to  go  ID ke^ 
But  Haiatalnetouji  would  not  be  so  serrai; 
she  iield  her  bitck,  and  obliged  Ifrr  to  at 
down  again :  What,  said  she,  you  think  to 
deal  by  me  this  night  as  you  have  done  the 
tAVo  last:  tell  me,  I  beseech  >-ou.  what  can 
von  dislike  in  a  princess  of  iny  youth  and 
beauty,  who  rwt  only  Iowa  but  adoretnu. 
and  thinks  herself  the  happier  ot' all  vna- 
cesses  of  her  rank  in  haMn?  so  aniaHea 
prince  for  her  husband  ?  Any  l>ndy  Imt  nr 
would  l)e  not  merely  offended,  but  riwdwi 
by  the  slight,  or  nit  her  the  unpaidooahle 
affmnt  you  have  put  upon  n>e.  ami  abandoD 
vou  t o  you r  e V i  1  dt^pt ii  ly .  However,  ihourt 
1  did  n(*t  love  you  so  well  as  I  da  moat  a 
pure  good-nature  and  humanity,  whkb 
makoft  me  pity  t\.*  misfbrtuMa  of 
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for  whoir  I  am  less  concerned,  I  coald  not 
forbear  tellinf?  you,  that  the  icing  m:^  lather 
IB  enraged  agaiiist  you  ibr  your  carriage  to- 
wanls  me,  and  to-morrow  will  mal^you 
feel  the  miirkeiof  his  just  anger,  if  you  con- 
tinue to  use  inn  ns  ^u  have  hitherto  done. 
Do  not  tiieretoi-e  drive  to  despair  a  princess, 
who,  nntinthstunding  all  >'our  ill  usage, 
cannot  help  loving  you. 

This  discounio  embarrassed  the  princess 
Badoura  inexpressiblir.  She  did  not  doubt 
of' the  truth  of  what  Haiatalnetbus  had  said. 
Kinff  AnnniKw'  coldness  to  her  the  day  be- 
fore liiid  given  her  but  too  much  reoi^n  to 
see  he  was  highl>' disBatisfied  with  her.  The 
only  way  to  judtily  her  conduct  was,  to  com- 
municate her  sex  totlic  princcBR  Huiatalnc- 
fbuR.  FSut  though  she  had  fbrei«cn  she 
should  be  under  u  necessity  of  raaidiig  such 
a  declaration  to  her,  she  was  afraid  how 
she  would  take  it:  but.  considering  that  if 
Camaralxamiin  was  alive,  he  mudt  necoA- 
sarily  tourh  at  tlic  isle  uf  Ebenc  in  his  way 
to  kinsr  Scluihzaman  his  father's  kingdom, 
tliat  she  ou^ht  to  preserve  herself  tor  Ins 
nice ;  and  that  it  was  impoesihle  to  do  this, 
if  she  did  not  let  tlie  princei«  Haiatalnetbus 
know  who  and  what  fthe  was,  she  resolved 
to  venture  the  exiieriment 

The  princesd  Ba(k)ura  Ktood  nR  one  that 
was  struck  dumb,  and  Haiatalnetbu^,  being 
impatieiit  to  hear  what  she  could  say,  was 
about  to  siHMik  to  her  again,  when  fthe 
stopped  her  by  these  wonln :  Iiovely  and  tix) 
charming  princorip !  I  own  I  have  been  in 
the  wrong,  and  I  condemn  myself  tor  it ; 
but  I  fiope  you  will  pardon  me,  and  keep 
the  secret  I  am  going  to  reveal  to  you  tor 
mviurtilicntion. 

Slie  then  oiH»ned  her  bosom,  and  proceed- 
ed thu*> :  See,  princi w,  il'  a  prince?*,  a  wo- 
man like  yourvelf,  doe^  not  deserve  to  be* 
forgiven.  I  believe  you  will  be  er)  goiKl,  at 
leeSt  when  you  know  my  rtory,  and  the 
afflicting  distuster  that  Ibrced  nic  to  act  the 
part  you  see. 

The  prince>«  Badoura  havinff  discovere<l 
herae  If  entirely  to  the  princes*.-  of  the  isle  of 
Ebene,  she  liiTHin  prjiyeil  her  to  kc<»i>  the 
■oeret,  and  to  make  a.^  if  she  n'ally  was  a 
husbiuui  tn  her.  till  the  prince  Cuniaralza- 
man's  arrival,  which  she  hope<l  would  be  in 
a  tittle  time. 

Prince**,  replied  Haiutalni'fouis,  your  t<»r- 
tune  is  indited  stran^iv  that  a  marriage,  so 
happy  as  >'ours  WtL«,  should  be«hortene<l  by 
■o  unaccountable  an  accident,  alter  a  nas- 
•ion  so  n*ciprocal  and  full  of  vv'onderFt.  Fmy 
Heaven  you  may  meet  with  your  hushimd 
again  soon,  and  a^isure  yourself  i  will  keen 
rSigioMsly  the  pecret  committed  to  me.  It 
will  be  to  me  the  greatest  pleasure  in  the 
world  to  be  the  oidy  j>erson  in  the  great 
kingdom  of  tlie  Isle  oi  Kbeiie.  who  knows 
what  and  who  you  are,  while  you  go  on 

Krerning  the  people  as  happily  as  you 
▼e  begun.    I  onlV  ask  of  you  at  present 
CD  be  your  friend.    Then  the  two  prinecMes 


tenderly  embraced  each  other,  and  afler  a 
thousand  expreaanna  of  mutual  friendship, 
lay  down  to  rest. 

Accordini^  to  the  custom  of  the  country, 
the  tokens  ot  the  consummatbn  of  the  mar- 
riage were  to  be  produced  and  seen  publicly. 
The  two  princesses  found  out  a  way  to  get 
o^'er  that  difficulty :  Queen  Haiatalnefinis' 
women  were  deceived  thenitielves  next 
morning,  and  deceived  king  Armanos,  his 
queen,  and  the  whole  court.  Fn)m  this 
time  princess  Badoura  rose  inking  Armanos' 
esteem  and  aflectk)n,  governing  tlie  king- 
dom peaceably  and  prospennuly  to  his  and 
his  people's  content. 

While  things  passed  as  already  mentk)n- 
ed  in  the  court  of  the  isle  of  Ebene,  prince 
Camanilzuman  staid  in  the  city  of  idoluters 
with  tJie  gardener,  who  bad  otiercd  his 
house  tor  a  retreat  till  the  ship  sailed  Ibr 
tliat  island. 

One  morning  when  the  prince  was  up 
early,  and  as  he  used  to  do,  was  preparinfi 
to  work  in  the  garden,  the  gardener  pm* 
vented  him,  saying,  This  day  isagreatfba- 
tival  among  the  idolaters,  and  because 
they  abstain  from  all  wt)rk  themselves,  to 
spend  the  time  in  their  assemblies  and  pub- 
lic rejok^tngs,  they  will  not  let  the  MukuI- 
men  w^ork,  w*ho  to  g-ain  their  favour,  gene* 
nilly  iiijiisist  at  their  shows,  which  are  worth 
seeing.  You  will  theretbre  have  nothing 
to  do  uwlay ;  I  Uuivc  you  here.  As  the  time 
approacheEi,  in  which  the  ship  uses  to  sail 
tor  the  isle  ol*  Ebene.  1  will  go  to  sec  some 
of  my  friends,  and  know  when  it  will  de- 
INirt,  and  secure  you  a  paevage  in  it  The 
gardener  put  on  his  be^  clotlies,  and  weAi 
out. 

Wlien  prince  Camaralzaman  was  akxne, 
instead  or  goin^  out  to  take  part  in  the  pub- 
lic joy  of  the  city,  the  solitude  he  was  in 
brought  to  his  mind,  with  more  than  usual 
violence,  the  Iokk  of  his  dear  princess.  He 
walked  ui>  and  down  the  garden  sigh  ins 
and  groaning,  till  the  noise  which  twobinfi 
made  on  a  neighbouring  tree  tempted  him 
to  litl  up  his  head,  and  stop  to  see  wiiat  wat 
the  matter. 

CamanUzaman  was  surprised  to  b(>hoid 
a  thriouH  battle  between  these  two  birds, 
fighting  one  another  witli  their  beaks,  and 
tliat  in  a  very  little  white  one  ot'  them  fell 
down  dead  at  the  toot  of  a  tree  \  the  bird 
that  was  victorious  -took  wing  again,  and 
flew  away. 

In  an  instant,  two  other  large  birds  that 
had  seen  the  fi^ht  at  a  distancie.  came  from 
the  other  sideot  the  garden,  and  pitched  on 
the  ground,  one  at  the  feet  and  thc^  other  at 
the  liead  ot*  the  dead  binl ;  they  looked 
upon  it  some  time,  sliaking  their  heads  in 
token  ofgrief ;  aller  wliich  tliey  dug  a  grave 
with  their  talons  and  buried  it. 

When  they  had  filled  up  tlie  grave  with 
the  earth  they  had  turned  up  to  make  it, 
they  flew  away,  and  returned  in  a  few 
minutes,  brinffiiiff  with  themthebird  that 
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teb  eommiued  the  munler,  the  one  iwld  ing 
c^  of  itB  winifB  in  its  beak,  and  tbe  other 
oosof  inle^i  the  criminal  nil  the  while 
MTBig  odt  in  a  dDleful  maimer,  and  struX' 
l^iag  to  BKape.  They  carried  it  to  the 
crave  ol' the  bird  which  it  had  lately ■ 


They  then  opened  liie  belly,  lore 

oat  the  entnula,  led  the  body  on  the  »\iot 
unburied,  and  flew  away. 

Cemaralzaman  remained  in  great  as- 
looNhiaeiit  all  the  time  that  he  stood  be- 
htMIng  this  ei^ht  He  drew  iiear  the  tree 
where  thii  scene  had  rased,  ant)  cahling 
Useyeeon  the  Bcatlerea  entrails  ol'tlie  bird 
that  was  Inst  kiiltwl,  he  spied  Himctliin^  red 
hWKi'ig  out  ot'lhe  idomach.  He  tuoli  it  up, 
and  found  it  was  his  beloved  priiieeas  Ba- 
daun's  lalismiun,  which  liad  owi  him  bo 
much  pain  and  boitdw,  and  so  maijy  sighs 
■noe  the  bird  anatchckl  it  out  ol'his  hand. 
AbtCnieliBaidheUihiiiwelf  itiit  looking  on 
Dm  Uid,  thou  tookeM  delight  in  doing  inis- 
chioli  n  I  bavs  the  lew  reason  to  complain 
cfthat  which  thou  didat  to  me :  but  the 
Cieater  it  was,  the  more  do  I  wish  well  to 
thoaa  that  revenged  my  iiuarrel  on  tliee,  in 
pnnnhine  thee  tor  themurder  of  coie  ol' their 
(nraldiid. 

It  i*  impoanble  to  expreie  prince  Cama- 
talaamon'a  ioy :  Dear  princeao,  continued 
be  to  himaeir,  this  liappy  minute,  which  r^ 
ibw  to  me  a  treiifure  so  precioua  lo  thee, 
is  without  doubt  a  presage  ol'  our  meeting 
anin,  and  perhaps  sooner  than  I  think  of. 
Tnank  Heaven,  who  sent  me  Ihia  good  foi~ 
tDM,  and  gives  me  the  hope  of  the  greatest 
fUbenj  that  m  V  heart  con  desire. 

Bayiiv  thk,  he  icined  the  taliiiman,  wrap- 
ped It  up  in  a  riband,  aiul  lied  it  carefully 
about  his  arm.  Till  now  lie  had  been  al- 
nMMtevei7DiRhta«raaser  lo  rest,  his  trou- 
nli  ahrayi  keeping  him  awake,  but  next 
■■idit  be  •leiitKiundly ;  be  nm  Botnawhat 
l«Mr  tba  MSt  nminc  Ibu  ha  UMd  to  doi 


pit  on  his  working  cknhea,  and  went  totlM 

Erdener  tor  orders.  The  good  man  Ud 
a  root  up  nn  old  tree  which  bore  no  fruh. 

Camaralzuman  took  itn  axe,  and  b^gan 
hisworii.  In  cutting  off  a  branch  ol  tbe 
root,  he  fijund  his  uxe  struck  against  Mms- 
Ihing  that  resisted  the  blow,  and  made  a 
great  tioiF«.  He  removed  the  earth,  and 
discovered  a  broiid  plate  of  brasa,  undar 
wtiichWBiiaslaircaseofiensteps.  Heweat 
down,  and  at  the  bottom  saw  a  cavity  aboik 
six  yard«ai|uare,  with  miybraas  urns  placed 
in  order  around  it,  eacbwithaeoverover  iL 
He  opened  tliem  all,  one  alter  another,  anct 
there  was  not  one  ol'  them  which  waa  not 
fiUlof  gol<!dust.  He  came  outof  the  cava 
rejoicing  that  he  had  found  such  a  vaMt 
trcijuiure:  he  put  tlic  brass  plate  on  the  stair- 
case, and  rooted  up  the  tree  against  tba 
gardener's  return. 

The  gardener  had  learned  the  day  bdbm 
that  the  ship  which  was  bound  tor  the  iila 
of  El>ene,  would  sail  in  a  lt:wday^  but  Iha 
certain  time  was  not  yet  fixed.  HislheDd 
promi^  to  let  him  know  the  day,  if  he 
called  upon  him  on  tlie  morrow;  aiid  wfaila 
Camandzaman  was  rootiii?  up  tl)etTee,faa 
went  to  have  Ills  answer.  He  retiuned  Willi 
a  joyful  countenance,  by  wliich  the  prinoa 
guessed  he  brought  him  good  oewa.  8«i^ 
said  the  old  man,  (so  he  always  called  bin, 
on  account  of  the  difference  of  yean  be- 
tween him  and  the  prince,)  be  joyful,  and 
prepare  lo  embark  in  three  davs ;  the  aUm 
will  then  certainly  set  sail ;  I  nave  apnei 
with  the  captain  lor  your  pr 

In  my  present  si 


able  news ;  and  iii  i^um,  • 
tidings  tliat  will  be  as  welcome  to  yoat 
come  along  with  me,  and  you  shall  see  what 
good  Cirtune  heaven  has  in  store  liirToa. 

The  prince  led  the  gardener  to  the  plaea 
where  he  had  rooted  up  tbe  tree,  made  bin 
gQ  down  into  the  cave,  and  when  be  waa 
thete,ibowed  himwhatatreaauratMbad 
diKOTewd,lhmlringPiovidaiccihrwwaid 
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mg^hifl  virtue,  and  the  naine  he  had  been  at 
ior  »  many  yeare.  What  do  you  mean  ? 
replied  the  ^rdcnor :  do  >-ou  imagine  I  will 
tate  thcffe  nchcp  m?  mine  ?  The  pronerty  of 
them  18  yo\irp.  1  ha\T  no  rij|f  ht  to  tncm. — 
For  loupworc  yeiipp  siiico  my  iather'p  death, 
I  have  done  nothing  hut  dig  in  tills  garden, 
and  could  not  discover  this  treasure,  which 
is  a  sign  it  vms  destined  lor  yow,  w'nce  Go<l 
has  permitted  >'ou  to  find  it.  It  RuitA  a 
prince  like  you  rather  than  me ;  I  have  one 
foot  in  the  grave,  and  am  in  no  want  of  any 
thin^.  Providence  has  bestowed  it  unon 
you  just  when  you  are  returning  to  that 
country,  which  will  one  dav  he  your  own, 
where  you  will  make  a  good  use  of  it. 

Prince  Camnmlzaman  would  not  l)e  out- 
done in  generosity  by  the  gardener;  they 
had  a  long  dispute  about  it.  At  last^  the 
prince  solemnly  protested,  that  he  would 
nave  none  of  it,  unless  tlie  gardener  would 
divide  it  Avith  him,  and  take  naif.  The  good 
Lian,  to  please  the  prince,  consented ;  so  tl^y 
parted  it  between  them,  and  each  had 
twenty-five  urns. 

Having  thus  divided  h,  Son,  said  the  gar- 
dener to  the  prince,  it  is  not  enough  that 
70U  have  got  this  treasure :  we  must  now 
contrive  how  to  carry  it  so  privately  aboard 
a  ship,  that  nobody  may  know  any  thing  of 
the  matter,  otherwise  you  will  run  the  ripk' 
of  losing  it  There  are  no  olives  in  the  isle 
of  Ebene ;  those  that  are  exported  hence 
are  a  Kood  commodity  there :  you  know  I 
tove  i^enty  of  them  -,  take  what  you  will : 
fill  fifty  poto,  half  with  the  gold  dust,  anri 
half  with  olives,  and  I  will  get  them  carried 
to  the  riiip  when  you  embark.  * 

Camaraizaman  followed  this  good  advice, 
and  spent  the  rest  of  the  day  in  packing  up 
the  eold  and  the  olives  in  the  fiiXy  p^  ;* 
and  tearing  the  talisman,  which  he  wore  on 
his  arm,  might  be  lost  again,  he  cay^fully 
put  it  in  one  of  the  pots,  marking  it  with  a 
particular  mark,  to  distinguish  it  from  ^he 
other.  When  tne;r  wen»  all  rea<ly  to  be 
ahioped,  night  coming  on,  the  prince  mtired 
with  the  gardener,  and  talking  together,  he 
related  to  him  the  battle  of  tlic  birds,  with 
the  circumstance  of  that  ml  venture,  bv 
which  he  ha<l  found  the  princ««  Batknim's 
talisman  again.  The  gardener  was  equally 
nirprieed  and  iovful  to  hear  it,  tor  his  sake. 
Whether  the  olif  man  was  (luite  worn  out 
with  age,  or  had  exhausted  liimself  too 
much  that  day,  the  ganlcner  had  a  very  bad 
night.  He  srcw  worse  the  next  day ;  and 
on  the  thira  day,  when  the  prince  was  to 
embark,  was  so  ill,  that  it  wan  plain  he  was 
ni^h  his  end.  As  soon  as  day  broke,  tlie  cap- 
tain of  the  ship  came  in  person,  with  several 
•eanien,  to  tlie  gardener's;  they  knocked  at 
the  garden-door^nd  Camaraizaman  open- 
ed it  to  them.  They  asked  him  where  the 
passenger  was  that  was  to  go  with  him. — 

*  Tllis  inddent  is  ibo  miich  the  MUDS  hi  the  ro- 
oTPMer  OfP^tovf  nco  tnd  tfM  fiur  Ms|fdir 


The  prince  answered,  I  am  he ;  the  gaidi 
er,  who  ngreeti  with  you  for  my  passage  ii 
sick,  and  cannot  be  spoken  with:  Come  in, 
(uid  let  your  men  carry  those  pots  ot*  olivei 
and  my  hairtraire  aboard  for  me ;  I  wijlonlj 
take  leave  ot'  the  gardener,  and  follow  you. 

The  Beamen  took  up  the  pots  and;  the 
bagt»'aore,  and  the  C4ir»tain  bid  the  prince 
make  inii^u*.  tho  wind  being  fair,  and  they 
staid  for  nothing  b\it  him. 

When  t  he  captain  and  his  men  were  gone, 
Camaraizaman  ^vent  to  the  gardener  to 
take  his  Un^vcof  him,  and  thank  him  for  all 
his  g(XKl  offi(*es ;  hut  he  tbund  him  in  the 
afTohicsof  dearli,  and  had  scarce  time  to 
bid  him  rrhearif^  the  articles  of  his  faith, 
which  all  g<)o<l  Mibvulmen  <lo  before  they 
die. — The  gardener  did  tliis,  and  expired  in 
hi.'«i)reoenre. 

The  i)riiice  beinff  under  '<he  necessity  01 
embarkini^  immediately,  hastened  to  jay 
the  la>t  duty  to  the  deceased.  He  wasked 
his  body,  buried  him  in  his  own  garden,  (tor 
the  Mahometans  had  no  cemetry  in  the  city 
of  tlie  idolaters,  where  they  were  onlv  tole- 
rated), and,  havmg  nobody  to  assist  nim^  k 
was  almost  evening  ben>re  he  had  put  him 
in  the  ground.  As  soon  us  he  had  done  it, 
he  ran  to  the  water-side,  canning  with  him 
the  key  of  tl)e  garden,  designing,  if  he  had 
time,  to  ^ive  it  to  the  landlord ;  otherwise 
to  deposit  it  in  some  tmstj  person's  hand 
bef()re  witnesses,  that  he  might  have  it  after 
he  woa  gone.  When  he  came  to  the  portr 
he  was  told  the  ship  sailed  several  hours  be- 
tore  he  came,  and  was  already  out  of  sight. 
It  staid  three  hours  for  him,  and  the  wind 
standing  fair,  the  captain  durst  not  stay 
longer. 

It  is  easy  to  imagine  that  prince  Cama- 
rnlzaman  was  exceedingly  grieved  to  be 
forced  to  stay  longer  in  a  country  where  he 
neither  had  nor  wished  to  have  any  ae- 
(luaintance ;  aufl  to  think  that  he  nrast  wait 
another  twelvenK>nth  for  the  opportunity  he 
had  lost.  But  the  greatest  anlictkm  ot  aU 
was,  his  bavins  let  go  the  princess  Dadoura^ 
talisman,  whicn  he  now  gave  over  for  lost 
The  only  course  that  was  letl  for  him  to 
take  was,  to  return  to  the  garden  iWNa 
whence  he  came,  to  rent  it  of  Uie  landk)rd| 
and  to  continue  to  cultivate  it  by  himseli, 
deploring  his  misery  aiul  misfortunes.  He 
hired  a  boy  to  help  him  to  do  some  part  of 
the  drudjsrery,  that  he  might  not  lose  the 
other  hali*  or  the  treasure,  which  came  lo 
him  by  the  death  of  the  gardener,  who  died 
without  heirs:  he  nut  the  gold-dust  in  Mj 
other  pots,  which  ne  filled  up  with  olives, 
to  be  ready  against  the  time  oi*  the  thip^ 
return. 

While  prince  Camaraizaman  began  ano- 
ther veur  of  labour,  sorrow,  and  impatience, 
the  ship,  havin?  a  fair  wind,  continued  her 
vo>'age  to  the  isle  of  Ebene,  and  happily  1 
rived  at  the  capital  city. 

The  palace  bemgb:^  the  searside,  the  I 
king,  or  rather  the  pnnoe«  Bado«a,~ 
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lag  the  ship  as  she  i\*as  entering  into  the 
port,  with  all  her  fla^,  askeci  what  vea«l 
it  was ;  rhe  was  answered,  that  it  came  an- 
nually from  the  city  of  the  idolaters,  and 
generally  was  richlv  laden.- 

Tlie  princess,  who  always  hud  prince 
Camaralzaman  in  her  mind  aniidi^t  the 
friories  which  surrounded  lier,  imagined  that 
m  nrince  mi^ht  lie  aboard,  and  resolved  to 
ffo  aboard  the  ship  and  meet  him,  without 
dncovering  herscif  to  him,  (tor  she  doubted 
wliether  Yui  would  know  her  a^ain),  but  to 
obserx'e  him,  and  take  proper  measures  ibr 
their  making  themnelves  mutually  known. 
Under  pretence  of  inquiring  what  merclian- 
dize  was  aboard,  and  having  the  fin-t  sight 
of  the  goodi^  and  choosing  the  niof^t  vnlua- 
ble  for  herself,  slie  commanded  a  horse  to  lie 
brought,  which  slic  mounted,  and  rtKle  to 
the  iNNt,  accompanied  bv  neveral  oHicei's  in 
waiting  at  that  time,  and  arrived  at  the  port 
nut  as  tlic  captain  came  ashore.  iShe  or- 
dered him  to  be  brought  before  her,  find 
naked  whence  he  came,  how  long  he  luid 
been  on  his  vovage,  and  what  ^ood  or  bad 
fortune  he  haa  met  with  in  it ;  if  he  hml  no 
dtranger  ot*  (quality  aboartl,  and  particularly 
with  what  his  sliip  was  laden. 

The  captain  gave  a  satislactory  answer  to 
all  her  demands ;  and  as  to  past$en^en>,  as- 
lured  her  there  were  none  but  mercTiants  in 
hii  flhip,  who  used  to  come  every  year,  and 
bring  nch  stufls  from  several  parts  of  the 
world  to  trade  with,  tJie  finest  lincnf^  paint- 
ed and  plain,  diamonds,  musk,  ambergris, 
eamphire,  civet,  spiccs>  drugs,  olives,  and 
many  otlioj*  articles. 

The  princess  Badoura  loved  olives  ex- 
tremely. When  she  heard  the  captain  si)eak 
of  them.  Land  tliem,  said  she ;  I  will  take 
them  oif  your  hands.  As  to  the  other 
goods,  tell  the  merchants  to  bring  them  to 
me,  and  let  me  see  them  before  they  disix)tie 
of  them,  or  show  them  to  any  one. 

The  cantain,  taking  her  for  the  king  of 
the  isle  of  Ebene,  rei)lied,  Sire,  there  are 
iiily  great  pots  of  olives,  but  they  belong  to 
a  merchant  whom  1  was  forced  to  leave 
behind.  I  gave  him  notk^  myself  that  I 
fltaid  for  him,  and  waiteil  a  long;  time,  but 
Be  not  coming,  and  the  wind  oflermg,  I  was 
afraidof  k)sing  it,  andsoset  sail.  The  princess 
answered.  No  nmtter ;  bring  them  ashore ; 
we  will  make  a  btirgain  for  them  however. 

The  captain  sent  his  Ixxit  aboard,  and  in 
a  little  tmie  it  returned  with  the  iwIb  of 
olives.  Tlie  princem  ilemanded  Itow  much 
the  filly  pots  mi^ht  be  wortli  in  the  isle  of 
Ebene.  Sir,  said  the  captain,  tlie  merchant 
m  verv  poor,  and  your  majestjf  will  do  him  a 
fdngular  tiivour  il  you  give  him  a  thousiuul 
pieces  of  silver. 

To  aatisty  him,  replied  the  princess,  and 
Jecause  you  tell  me  he  is  )K»r.  I  will  onier 
you  a  thousand  pieces  of  ;^ld  for  him, 
which  do  >'ou  take  care  to  give  him.  The 
money  was  accordiDi;ly  paid,  and  the  pots 
oarrM  to  tbe  palace  m  her  pmence. 


Night  drawing  on,  tlie  princeat?  withdrew 
into  the  iiuier  imlacA  ana  wont  to  the  pim 
cess  Haiatalnefous'  apartment,  ordering  the 
lit^y  pots  of  olives  to  be  brought  tliitherd— > 
She  o|)encd  one  to  let  the  princet^  HaiiUal- 
nefousmste  thein.  and  to  taste  tlieni  her- 
acW,  and  poured  them  into  a  dish.  Great 
was  her  astonishment  when  she  found  the 
olives  were  mingled  with  ^Id-dust.  What 
can  this  moan  ?  said  she ;  it  is  wonderful  be- 
yond comprehensk)n.  Her  curiosity  increaa- 
ing  by  so  extraordinary  an  adventure,  she 
ordered  Haiatahietbus'  women  to  oyteii  and 
empty  all  tlie  pots  in  her  })r(^»cnce ;  and  her 
wonder  was  still  greater,  when  she  tfaw  that 
the  olives  in  all  ol'  them  were  mixed  with 
gold-ilust ;  but  when  she  saw  her  talisman 
drop  out  of  that  in  which  the  ])ri»cehad  put 
it,  slie  wfis  so  surprised,  that  she  fainted 
a w^ay .  The  princess  1 1  aia tal i lefbus  and  her 
women  recovered  the  princess  Badoura.  by 
tiirowing  cold  water  in  her  \hc4u  Wnen 
she  rec-overexl  her  senses,  she  took  t)ic  talis- 
man, and  kita<ed  ita^ainand  again;  but  not 
being  willing  that  tlie  princciv  Huiutalne- 
fous*  women,  who  were  ignorant  of  hcrdJe- 
guisc,  should  hesir  what  she  said,  and  it 
growing  late,  she  dismissed  tlieni.  Princeai, 
said  she  to  Haiatalneibus,  as  soon  as  they 
were  gone,  you,  who  lui\'e  heani  my  story, 
to  be  sure  guessexl  it  was  at  the  sigiit  of  the 
talisman  that  I  tainted.  This  is  that  talia- 
man,  and  the  fatiil  cause  of  my  lofe^iug  my 
dear  husband,  prince  Camaralzanian ;  but 
as  it  was  that  wliich  causeti  our  separation, 
80 1  forcseo  it  will  be  tlie  means  of  our  ap- 
pntaching  meeting. 

The  next  day,  as  soon  as  it  was  light,  aha 
sent  lor  the  captain  of  the  ship ;  aiul  when 
he  came,  siioke  to  him  tiius:  I  want  to  know 
something  moit;  of  the  merchant  to  whom 
tlie  olives  belong,  that  I  bought  of  vou  i-et- 
terdii^'.  I  think  you  told  me  you  Icfl  Iiim 
behind  you  in  the  city  of  idolaters :  can  >'ou 
tell  me  what  he  does  there. 

Yes,  sire,  replied  tlie  captain,  I  can  speak 
on  my  own  knowledge.  1  agn^  for  hii 
passage  with  a  very  old  gardener,  who  told 
me  I  should  find  him  hi  his  garden,  where  he 
worked  under  him.  He  showed  uie  the 
place,  and  for  that  reason  I  told  your  ma- 
jesty he  was  \KJor,  I  went  thitlier  to  call 
him.  I  told  him  what  liastc  I  wi\a  in,  spoke 
to  him  myself  in  the  garden,  and  Ciinuoc  be 
mistaken  in  the  man. 

If  what  you  say  is  tme,  replies!  the  prn- 
cess  Badoura.  you  must  set  sail  this  very  day 
for  the  city  of'  idolaters,  and  ft'tch  me  that 

fardener's  man,  who  is  my  debtor  i  cfaa 
will  not  only  confiscate  all  your  gooiuand 
those  ot'  your  merchants!  but  your  and  their 
lives  shall  answer  li^r  his.  I  have  ordered 
my  seed  to  be  )uit  on  the  warehouses  where 
they  are,  which  shall  not  be  taken  olT  tili 
you  bring  me  that  man:  this  is  all  I  hava 
to  sav  to  you  \  go,  and  do  as  I  command  yoo. 
Tne  captain  could  make  no  reply  to  thia 
ofder,  the  diaobeying  of  which  would  ba  a 
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very  great  loss  to  him  and  his  merchanta. 
He  acquainted  them  with  it ;  and  they  has- 
tened him  awuy  its  Wxetm  they  coulcL  atler 
he  had  laid  in  a  stock  of  provisions  una  trek»h 
water  for  his  voyage  T liey  were  so  dili- 
cent,  that  he  Ret  siiil  tlic  Kame  day.  lie 
had  a  jirosixirous  vo}'iige  to  the  city  of  the 
idolatcre,  wlicre  he  arrived  in  tlie  ni^ht. 
When  lie  whb  ^)t  a.s  neiir  the  city  an  he 
thought  convenient,  he  would  not  cast  an- 
chor, but  let  the  sliip  ride  off  trhore ;  and 
goin^  into  his  boat,  with  six  of  his  stoutest 
seamen,  he  landed  a  little  way  off  tlie  i)ort, 
whence  lie  went  directly  to  Camanilzaman'tit 
garden. 

Though  it  ^vns  about  midnight  when  he 
came  there,  the  prince  \viv<  not  iij^leep.  His 
■cpanifion  from  the  fair  princess  of  China, 
his  wife,  afflicted  him  as  usual.  He  cursed 
the  minute  in  which  his  curiosity  tempted 
him  to  touch  tlie  fat«il  girdle. 

Thus  did  he  i)a£«  those  hours  wliich  are 
devoted  to  rest,  when  lie  heard  somebody 
knock  at  the  garden-door ;  he  ran  hastily  to 
it,  lialf  dret«ed  as  he  Wtis ;  but  he  had  no 
sooner  opened  it,  than  the  captain  and  the 
seamen  took  hold  ol*  him,  and  carried  him 
by  force  on  iKXird  the  boat,  and  so  on  slii}>- 
board,  wh(;re  as  soon  as  he  was  ifalcly  lod*^- 
ed,  they  set  siil  inimciliately,  and  made  the 
best  ol'* their  way  to  the  isle  of  Elwiie. 

Hitlierto  Camanil/amaii.the  captain,  and 
his  men.  had  not  t>aid  a  word  to  one  another; 
at  last  tJie  prhice  broke  talence.  and  iusked 
the  cantain,  wJioin  he  knew  airain,  why  tliey 
had  taken  him  away  liy  l()rce  ?  The  caiitain, 
m  his  turn,  demanded  nf  ilie  })nnce,  whellu*r 
he  W}is  not  a  debtor  of  the  knii^ofElMMie  ?  I 
the  king  of  £l>eiu*\<  debtor !  replied  Cama- 
ralzaman  in  amazement;  I  do  not  know 
bim  ;  I  liad  never  any  thing  to  do  \vith  him 
in  my  life,  and  never  set  lixjtin  liis  khigdoni. 
The  captain  au-wered,  Voti  .should  know 
that  Ijetter  than  I :  von  will  talk  to  him 
yourwlf  in  a  little  wiiile  ;  lill  llien,  stay  here, 
and  have  i.rtitie:i(N>. 

The  captain  w;i>  not  Ion«.r  nn  hi?  voyage 
back  to  the  iz^k*  of  KIm-:i\\  Though  it  was 
night  whe;i  he  vnA  anclior  in  the  ix)rt,  he 
landed  imnieil:au*iy.  ani  takinir  prince  Ca- 
maral/^uniui  witii  him.  liLb-iened  to  the  |\i- 
lace,  wliei-e  he  (ieinanieti  to  l>e  introduced 
to  the  king. 
The  princes-! Biilour.i wji-* witlidrawn into 
the  inner  palace :  lu^Wfver.  as  .stx)n  a.-*  she 
had  heard  of  the  i-api-iiu's  iv.turn,  ainl  Ca- 
maralzaman's  arriv.iL  Mu-  came  out  iosi)eak 
to  him.  As  soon  as  r-'n'  c\l<\  her  eyes  on  the 
prince,  lor  wh(^ni  >!i<'  ha-I  >hel  so  many 
tears,  she  kiu^w  him  in  iii^  g:irdener's  habit. 
Ab  tor  the  prince,  who  iixMiibled  in  the  pre- 
sence of  a  kinir,  as  h(^  thon:;ht  her,  to  whoin 
he  W3B  to  answer  ibr  an  imaginary  ilebt,  it 
eouid  not  enter  into  his  thoughts,  that  the 
peraon  whom  he  so  earnt>tly  (lesircil  to  see, 
stood  belbre  liim.  If  the  pi-incess  had  fbl- 
^wod  tne  dictates  of  her  inclination,  she 
would  have  run  to  him,  and  by  embracing, 
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discovered  herself  to  \vm :  but  she  put  a 
constraint  on  hereelfi  believing  that  it  wni 
for  (he  interest  of  both  tliat  she  slunild  act 
tlie  iKirt  ot*  a  king  a  little  longer  belore  she 
niatlc  hei-self  known.  She  contented  herseli 
lor  the  present  to  put  him  into  the  liands  ol 
an  officer,  who  was  then  in  waiting,  charg- 
ing him  to  take  care  of  him,  and  use  him 
well  till  next  day. 

When  the  princ<.^<s'Badoura  had  provided 
(or  prince  Cam:u*alzainan,  she  turned  about 
to  the  captain,  wiiom  eihe  Avas  now  to  re- 
ward lor  tiie  im])ortant  8i*rvicelie  had  done 
her.  She  commanded  anotlier  officer  to  go 
immediately,  and  take  the  R'al  oti'the  ware- 
lioufic,  where  hiR  and  hi^^  mercharits'  goodi 
were,  and  gave  him  a  rich  diamond,  'worth 
much  more  than  the  ex|MMuse  he  litid  been 
at  in  l)pt  h  his  voyaires.  She  l>esides  bid  him 
keep  the  thousanu  pieces  of  gold  slie  had 
given  him  lor  the  )X)ts  of  olives,  telling  liim 
me  would  make  up  the  account  with  the 
merchant  whom  he  had  brought  with  him. 
This  done,  she  retired  to  the  princess  of  the 
isle  of  Eliene's  apartment,  to  whom  she 
communicated  her  joy,  nraving  her  to  keep 
the  secret  still.  She  tcAd  her  how  she  in- 
tended to  manage  the  discovering  of  hereelf 
to  prince  Camaralzaman,  and  giving  the 
kinsrdom  to  him  ;  adding,  there  Wiis  so  vast 
a  dillerence  l>etwcen  a  gardener  and  a  great 
prince,  as  he  is,  tliat  it  maybe  dangerous  to 
raise  him  at  once  trom  the  lowest  condition 
of  the  |»eopIe  to  the  hijrhest  decree,  however 
justice  re'juired  it  i^hould  be  done.^  The 
nriiice.^  ol  the  isle  of  Kbene  Wiis  to  far  from 
Ixjtniying  her,  that  she  rejoiced  with  her, 
and  enteniil  into  tlie  di^i>ign,  assuring  her, 
Fhe  would  with  the  greateeit  pleasure  con- 
tribute to  it  all  tiiat  lay  in  her  i)Ower,  and 
tliat  she^  had  only  to  siiy  what  she  would 
desire  of  lier. 

'J'he  next  morning,  the  princess  of  Clu'na 
ordered  prince  Caniantlzaman  to  Imj  con- 
ducted early  to  the  bath,  and  then  apparel- 
led in  the  mln^of  an  emir  or  governor  of  a 
pnivince.  She  commandtHl  hini  to  be  intix)- 
dnced  into  tlie  ctNincil,  where  his  tine  p(;n>on 
and  majestic  air  divw  all  the  eyes  of  the 
lords  there  prt*sent  ii|N)n  liiin.^ 
'J'he  princorid  Radouni  hei-self  was  clmrmed 
tOK;e  him  again,  as  lovely  as  she  had  ot\en 
stH!n  ium,  aiiil  that  | Measure  irLs)iircd  Iter  to 
si»eak  the  mon;  warmly  in  his  praise-T" 
When  she  aildresM'd  lu-rself  to  the  council, 
having  ordered  tin;  prince  to  take  his  seat 
among  tlie  emirs,  she  six)ke  to  them  thus: 
Mv  lord^  Camaralzaman,  whom  I  have 
atfvanceil  to  tlie  s;ime  dignity  with  you,  ii 
not  unworthy  the  place  aa^igned  him.  I 
liave  known  enough  of  liim  in  my  travels  to 
answer  tor  him,  and  1  can  assure  you  he 
will  niiike  hi.':  merit  known  to  all  of  >'ou.  aa 
well  by  his  valour,  as  br  a  thousand  other 
brilliant  qualities,  and  tuc  extent  of  liis  ge- 
nius. 

Camaralzaman  was  extremely  amazed 
to  hear  the  kingoftho  isle  of  Kbene,  whom 
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he  was  far  from  taking  for  a  woman,  much 
km  for  his  dear  princeds,  name  him,  and  de- 
clare that  he  laiew  liim,  while  he  thoa^ht 
himBelf  certain  he  had  never  seen  him  be- 
fore in  his  lilb.  He  was  much  more  B\irprif?od 
when  he  heard  him  praise  him  bo  excessive- 
ly.  Those  praiaes,  however,  I'rom  the  mouth 
of  majesty,  did  not  disconcert  him,  tiiough 
he  received  them  with  such  moilesty  as 
ehowcd  that  he  deserved  them,  and  dia  not 
ffrow  vain  upon  it.  He  ppostnited  himself 
before  the  throne  ot*  tlie  king,  and  rising 
a^in.  Sire,  ftiid  he,  1  want  words  to  express 
my  gratitude  to  your  majesty  lor  the  honour 
you  have  done  me :  I  shiill  do  all  in  my 
power  to  render  myself  worthy  of  your 
royal  lavour. 

From  the  council  boanl^  the  prince  was 
conducted  to  a  {Kilacc,  which  the  princess 
Badouni  had  ordered  to  be  fitted  ui)  tor  him ; 
where  he  tbund  oificcrR  and  domct^tics  residy 
to  obey  his  commands,  a  stable  full  of  fine 
horses,  and  everv  thing  suitable  to  the  qua- 
lity of  an  emir.  When  he  was  in  his  closet, 
the  8te\vard  of  his  household  brought  him 
a  strong  box  full  of  ^Id  for  his  expenses. 

The  less  he  conceived  whence  came  his 
ffreat  good  fortune,  the  more  he  admired  it, 
but  never  once  ima^ned  that  he  owed  it 
to  the  princess  of  China. 

Two  or  tliree  days  afler,  the  princess  Ba- 
doura,  that  he  mi^ht  be  nearer  her  person, 
and  in  a  more  dibtinguished  post,  made  him 
high  treasurer,  which  office  became  lately 
vacant  He  behaved  himself  in  his  new 
charge  with  so  much  integrity,  yet  obliging 
every  body,  that  he  not  only  gained  the 
friendship  or  the  great,  but  also  the  aAec- 
tions  of  the  people,  by  his  uprightness  and 
bounty. 

Camaralzaman  had  been  the  happiest 
man  in  the  world,  to  see  himself  in  so  nigh 
favour  with  a  foreign  king  as  he  conceived, 
and  increasing  in  the  esteem  of  all  his  sub- 
jects, if  he  had  had  his  princess  with  him. — 
In  the  midst  of  this  good  fortune  he  never 
ceased  lamenting  her,  and  grieved  that  he 
could  hear  no  tioings  of  her,  especially  in  a 
country  where  she  munt  necessarily  have 
come  in  her  way  to  his  father's  court,  after 
their  separation,  so  afUk^ting  to  both.  He 
had  mistrusted  something,  had  tlie  pnnccts 
Badoura  still  gone  by  tlie  name  of  Cama- 
ralzaman, which  she  took  with  his  habit; 
but  on  her  accession  to  the  tlirone,  she 
changed  it,  and  took  that  of  Armanos,  in 
honour  of  the  old  king,  her  father-in-law. 
She  was  known  now  only  by  the  name  of 
the  youn^  king  Armanos.  There  were  very 
few  courtiers  who  knew  that  she  had  ever 
been  called  Camaralzaman,  whk^h  name 
■he  assumed  when  she  arrived  at  the  court 
oTthe  isle  of  Ebene :  nor  had  Camaralza- 
man so  much  ac5[uaintance  with  suiy  of  them 
y^to  inform  himself  farther  of  her  history. 

The  princesi,  fearing  he  might  do  it  m 
time,  and  desiring  that  he  dhoiDd  owe  the 
dinoviei7orheiidf  tohenelf  (Hily.  resolved 


to  put  an  end  to  her  own  torments  and  hk ; 
for  she  had  ob<«rved,  that  as  ot^  as  she 
discoursed  with  him  about  the  afiairs  of  his 
office,  he  fetched  mich  deep  sighs  as  coald 
be  addresv^l  to  nobody  but  her.  She  hcrseli' 
lived  in  such  ii  cont^tniint  that  she  could  en* 
dure  it  no  longer.  Add  to  this,  the  friendship 
of  the  emirs  and  courtiers,  the  zeal  and 
affection  of  the  ]'eonle;  in  a  word,  evciy 
tliin?  contril)ut('(l  to  her  nutting  the  crown 
of  tile  isle  of  Elicnc  on  iiis  h(»Ld,  without 
any  obstacle. 
The  princess  B;i  lourn  had  no  sooner  taken 
tliis  r(*Fv)lution  with  the  princess  Haiatalne- 
tons,  than  she  the;  same,  day  took  prince 
Camanilzimiiin  lu^idt'.  Miying,  I  must  talk 
Avith  you  alx)iit  an  alFair,  CamaraJzaman, 
which  requires  much  c«)nsideration,  and  on 
which  I  want  vour  advice.  As  I  do  not  see^ 
how  it  can  he  done  m  conveniently  as  in  the 
night,  come  hither  in  the  evening,  and  leave 
word  at  home  not  to  be  waitea  for ;  I  will 
take  care  tf)  provide  you  a  bed. 

Camaralzaman  came  pmictuallv  to  the 
palace  at  the  hour  api)Ointed  by  the  jnin- 
cess ;  she  took  liim  with  her  into  the  mner 
apartment,  and  having  told  the  chief  eu- 
nuch, who  ])repared  to  follow  her,  she  had 
no  occasion  for  his  ser\*ice,  and  tliat  he 
sliould  only  keep  the  door  shut,  she  carried 
him  into  a  different  apartment  from  that  of 
tlie  princess  Haiatalnefbus,  wlicrc^e  used 
to  sleep. 

When  the  prince  and  princess  entered  the 
chamber,  wnere  there  wa^  a  bed,  she  shnl 
the  door,  and  taking  the  talix<man  out  oKf  a 
little  box.  g!ive  it  to  Camaralzaman,  saying. 
It  is  not  lon^  since  an  astroIog[er  prct<entea 
me  with  this  talisman ;  you  beiiig  sldlful  in 
all  tilings,  may  perhaps  tell  me  its  use. 

Camaralzaman  took  the  talisman,  and 
drew  near  a  lamp  to  view  it.  As  soon  as  be 
recollected  it,  with  an  astonishment  which 
save  the  princess  great  pleasure.  Sire,  flud 
he  to  the  prince,  your  majesty  asked  me 
what  Uiis  talieinun  is  ^ood  for.    Alas!  itii 
only  good  to  kill  me  with  grief  and  despair, 
if  I  do  not  quickly  find  the  most  charmiHT 
and  lovely  princi'ss  in  the  wt)rld,  to  whon 
it  belonged ;  the  Iuks  of*  it  was  the  occaaoo 
to  me  of  astranjre  ailventure,  the  very 
recital  of  whicli  will  move  your  majert^  tt 
pity  such  an  untortunate  hwband  aiidkmt 
if  you  will  have  [Kitience  to  hear  rL 

Y  ou  shall  tell  me  that  another  time,  re^ 
plied  the  princess ;  I  am  very  glad  to  teO 
you  I  know  something  of  it  alr^idy ;  fUf 
here  a  little,  and  I  will  return  to  yoa  iD  & 
moment. 

At  these  words,  she  went  into  her  ckMl, 
put  off  her  royal  turban,  and  in  a  few  nd' 
nutes  dresse<i  herself  like  a  woman:  and 
having  the  girdle  round  her  which  she  had 
on  the  <lay  of  their  separatkm,  she  entoed 
the  chamber. 

Prince  Camaralzaman  immediately  knew 
his  dear  princess,  ran  to  her,  and  tenderiy 
embraced  her,  crying  out,  How  much  I  am 
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oUiffBd  to  the  king  who  has  80  agreeably 
■orpived  me!  Do  not  expect  to  see  the 
Jnngany  more,  replied  the  pnncesB,  embra- 
eing  him  in  Yusr  turn,  witli  tears  in  her  eves; 
jou  see  him  in  me ;  sit  down,  and  I  will  ex- 
liiun  this  enigma  to  yon. 

They  sat  down,  and  the  princess  told  the 
Drince  the  resolution  she  came  to,  in  the 
field  where  thev  encamped  the  last  time 
they  were  together,  as  soon  as  she  perceiv- 
ed she  waited  for  him  to  no  purpose ;  how 
9ti»  went  through  with  it,  till  she  arrived  at 
the  isle  of  Ebene,  where  she  had  been  obli- 
ged to  marnr  the  princess  Haiatxdnefbus, 
and  acceptor  the  crown  which  kin^  Arnia- 
nos  ofier^  her  as  a  condition  of  Uic  mai^ 
riage :  how  the  princef«,  whose  merit  slie 
h^ly  extolled,  took  lier  declaration  of  her 
•ex ;  and  how  she  ibund  tlie  uilisinan  in  the 
pots  of  olives  mingletl  with  the  gold-dust, 
which  she  bought,  and  how  the  nndin/;  it 
was  the  cause  oi*  her  seiuling  for  him  Irom 
the  city  of  the  idolaters. 
When  she  had  done  telling  her  adventure, 
die  obliged  the  prince  to  tell  her  by  what 
accident  the  talisman occatdoiied  their  sepa- 
mtkxi.  He  satisfied  her  inquiries ;  and  when 
he  had  dcme,  he  upbraided  her  in  the  kind- 
er expreicions  for  her  cnieltv  in  making 
him  languish  so  long  without  her ;  she  ex- 
cused herself  with  tlie  rci\sons  already  re- 
btted,  afler  which,  it  growing  late,  they 
went  to  bed. 

The  princess  Bailoura  and  prince  Cama- 
ralzaman  rose  next  morning  as  soon  as  it 
was  light,  but  the  princeas  would  no  more 
put  on  her  royal  robes  as  king ;  she  dressed 
oerself  in  the  dress  of  a  woman,  and  then 
Mot  the  chief  eunuch  to  king  Armanos.  her 
fiither-in-law.  to  desire  he  would  give  him- 
■elf  the  trouble  to  come  to  her  aiMutmcnt 

When  the  king  entered  the  chamber,  he 
was  amazed  to  see  there  a  lady  that  was 
onkDown  to  him,  and  the  high  treasurer 
with  her,  who  was  not  iwrmitted^  to  come 
within  the  inner  palace,  nor  any  of  the  lords 
of  the  court.  He  sat  down,  and  asked  where 
theking  was. 

Tlie  princess  answered,  Yesterday  I  was 
kinf^,  sir,  and  to-day  I  am  only  princeHp  of 
China,  wife  to  the  true  prince  Camaralza- 
man,  the  true  scmi  of  king  Schahzanian.  If 
four  modesty  will  have  i>«itience  to  hear  both 
our  stones,  I  hope  you  will  not  condemn  nie 
lor  putting  an  innocent  deceit  upon  you. 
The  king  bid  her  go  on,  and  heard  her  dist- 
aounie  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  with 
astonishment.  Tlic  nrincea;;  finishing  it, 
said  tu  him,  Sir,  though  in  our  religk)n  wo- 
mea  do  not  eaaly  comply  witli  the  liberty 
assumed  by  men  to  have  sevcnd  wives ;  yet 
if  your  majeffty  will  consent  to  give  your 
daughter  the  pruiccssHaiatalneihusin  mar- 
riage to  prince  Camtu^lzainan,  I  will  with 
ail  my  heart  yield  up  to  her  the  rank  and 
quality  of  queen,  which  of  ri^bt  belongs  to 
her,  and  content  myself  witli  the  s^ond 
place.    If  this  precedence  was  not  her  doe, 


1  would,  however,  give  it  her^  aller  the  ob» 
ligatk)n  I  have  to  her  for  keeping  iny  soerei 
so  generously.  If  your  majesty  refers  it  to 
her  consent,  1  am  sure  of  that,  having  al 
ready  consulted  her;  and  I  will  pass  iq> 
word  that  she  will  be  very  well  satisfied. 

King  Armanos  listened  to  the  princeoi 
with  astonishment,  and  when  she  had  done, 
turned  about  to  prince  Camaralzaman,  sav- 
ing, Since  the  princess  Badoura,  your  wire, 
whom  I  have  all  along  thought  to  be  my 
son-in-law,  through  a  deceit  of  which  1 
cannot  complain,  assures  me,  that  she  will 
divide  your  bed  with  my  daughter,  I  have 
nothing  more  to  do,  but  to  know  of  you  'A' 
you  are  willing  to  marry  her,  and  accept  of 
the  crown,  wliich  the  princess  Badoura 
would  deservedly  wear  as  long  as  she  lived, 
if  she  did  not  qmt  it  out  of  love  to  you.  Sir, 
replied  prince  Ccunaralzaman,  though  I 
desire  nothing  so  earnestly  as  to  see  the  lung 
my  father,  yet  the  obligations  I  have  to  your 
majesty  and  the  princess  Haiatalnefbus  are 
BO  weighty,  I  can  refuse  her  nothing.  Cama* 
ralzaman  was  proclaimed  king,  and  marri- 
ed the  same  day  with  all  possible  demon- 
stratu>ns  of  joy  ^  and  liad  every  reason  to  be 
well  pleased  with  tlie  princess  Haiatalne- 
fbus' beauty,  wit,  and  k)ve  for  him. 

The  two  queens  lived  together  afterwards 
on  the  same  friendly  terms,  and  in  the  same 
cordiiility,  ac^  they  had  done  before,  both 
beinff  contented  wiUi  king  Camaralzaman's 
equcd  carriage  towards  Qiem,  and  tliey  al- 
ternately were  taken  to  his  bed. 

Tlie  next  year  each  broufrht  him  a  son  at 
the  same  time,  and  tlie  births  of  the  two 
princes  were  celebrated  with  extraordinary 
rejoicings :  the  first,  whk;h  the  princess  Bar 
doura  was  delivered  of,  king  Camaralzaman 
called  Amgiad  (most  glorious);  and  the 
other,  which  was  bom  of  queen  Haiatal- 
nefbus, Assad  (most  happy). 

Tlie  Story  qf  the  Frincet  Amgiad  and 

Assad. 

The  two  princes  were  brought  up  with  great 
care ;  and,  when  they  were  old  enough,  had 
the  same  governor  and  the  same  instructora 
in  the  arts  and  sciences  which  king  Cama- 
nilzanmn  would  have  them  learn,  and  the 
same  innKter  fur  eiich  exercise.  The  friend- 
sliip  which  from  their  intimcy  they  conceiv* 
ed  lor  each  otlicr,  orcaHioiiiHt  an  uniformity 
of  mannera  and  inclinations,  which  increas- 
ed it.  When  they  were  of  lui  age  to  have 
separate  houfiehofdE:,  tliey  bved  one  anotlier 
so  tenderly,  that  liicy  b^ged  king  Cama- 
ralzaman to  let  them  five  together.  He 
conHcnte'i  to  it.  So  they  had  the  same  do- 
mcstictt,  tlie  ^anie  t^juinnges,  the  same  aportr 
mentj  and  the  same  table.  Canu^lzjEunan 
had  formed  so  good  an  opinran  of  their  ca- 
pacity and  integrity,  tliat  he  made  no  scru- 
ple of  admitting  them  into  his  council  at 
eighteen  years  old,  and  letting  them,  by 
timis,  preside  there,  while  he  hunselr  tDok 
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the  divernon  of  hunting,  or  amuped  himself 
with  his  queens  at  his  houses  of*  pleasure. 

The  two  princes  being  equally  handsome 
ami  well  made  from  their  mtancy,  the  two 
queens  loved  them  with  incre<limo  t(Mider- 
nesB,  yet  so  that  the  ])rincet»  Badoura  had 
a  greater  kindneee  tor  prince  Assad,  queen 
Haiatalncfbus'  son,  than  for  her  own ;  and 
queen  Haiatalnefous  loved  Amgiad,  the 
princess  Badoura's  son,  better  than  her 
own  son  Assad. 

The  two  queens  thought  at  first  this 
inclination  was  nothing  but  a  friendship 
which  proceeded  from  an  excess  of  tlieir 
own  friendship  for  each  other,  which  they 
ftill  preserved :  but  as  the  two  princes 
advanced  in  years,  that  friendslnp  turned  to 
a  violent  love,  when  they  appeared  in  their 
eyes  to  poesess  graces  tliat  blinded  their 
reason.  They  knew  how  criminal  their 
paflSKHi  was,  and  did  all  they  could  to  resist 
It ;  but  the  familiar  intercourse  with  them, 
and  the  habit  of  admiring,  praising  ana 
caressing  them  from  their  infancy,  which 
they  could  not  leave  off  when  thev  ^rew 
up,  inflamed  their  desires  to  such  a  height, 
that  thev  could  neither  eat.  drink,  or  sleep. 
It  was  their  and  the  princer  ill  fortune,  that 
the  latter,  being  used  to  be  so  treated  by 
them,  had  not  the  least  suspick>n  of  their 
infamous  passion. 

The  two  queens  had  not  concealed  from 
each  other  this  passion,  but  had  not  the 
boldness  to  declare  it  verbally  to  each  of 
the  princes  she  loved :  they  at  last  resolved 
to  do  it  by  a  billet,  and  availed  themselves 
of  king  Caniaralzaman's  absence  to  execute 
tlieir  wicked  design,  when  he  was  gone  on 
a  hunting  part/  for  three  or  four  days. 

Prince  Amgiad  presided  at  the  council  on 
the  davof  king  Camara I zaman's  departure, 
and  administered  justice  till  two  or  three 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon ;  when  he  returned 
to  the  palace  from  the  council  chamber,  an 
eunuch  took  him  aside,  and  gave  him  a 
billet  from  queen  Ilaiatahiefbus:  Amgiad 
took  it,  and  read  it  with  horror.  Traitor. 
said  he  to  the  eunuch,  as  enon  as  he  had 
read  it  through,  is  this  the  fiulelity  thou 
owest  thy  ma.<terand  thy  king?  At  thew 
words  he  drew  his  sabi'e,  and  cut  off  his 
hear). 

Having  done  this  in  a  transport  of  anorer, 
he  ran  to  the  princes*  Badouni  his  mother, 
showed  her  the  billet,  told  her  the  contents 
of  it,  and  from  whom  it  came.  Instead  of 
hearkeninsT  to  him.  she  fell  into  a  p;i**>;ioM 
herself,  aiiH  said.  Son,  it  is  all  a  calumny 
and  imposture;  queen  Haiatalncfbus  is  a 
very  discreet  j>rirK'e.ss,  ami  you  are  vary 
tx)l(l  to  talk  to  me  against  her  alier  this  rate. 
The  prince.  enra*red  at  his  mother,  cried, 
You  are  both  ec|uallv  wicked,  and  were  it 
not  tor  the  resjH'Ct  t  owe  my  fiither,  lhi»* 
day  should  have  been  the  liu/t  of  Haiatal- 
nefous' life. 

Queen  Bndoura  micrht  have  ima«rine<l  by 
the  example  of  her  son  Amgiad,  that  prince 


Assad,  who  was  not  less  virtuous,  would  not 
receive  more  favourably  a  declaratioo  of 
love  like  that  which  had  been  made  to  hk 
brother.  Yet  that  did  not  hinder  her  per- 
sisting in  so  abominable  a  design  ;  she  the 
next  day  wrote  him  a  billet,  which  ahtt 
tnisted  10  an  old  woman  who  had  acceas  to 
the  nalace,  to  convey  to  him. 

Tne  old  woman  wnitche^  her  opfxirtunitjr 
to  give  it  him  as  he  vnxs  coming  from  IM 
council-chamber,  where  he  presided  that 
day  in  his  turn ;  the  prince  took  it,  and  read- 
ing it,  fell  into  such  a  nige,  that,  without 
giving  himself  time  to  fininh  it,  he  drew  hk 
sabre,  atid  punished  the  old  woman  as  ahe 
deserved.  He  ran  presently  to  his  mother 
queen  Haiatalnefous'  apartment  with  the 
billet  in  his  hand ;  he  would  have  shown  it 
to  her,  but  she  did  not  give  him  time,  crying^ 
out,  1  know  what  you  mean :  you  are  nm 
impertinent  as  your  brother  Amgiad;  be- 
gone !  and  never  come  into  my  presence 
again. 

Asead  stood  as  one  thunderstruck  at  them 
words,  which  he  never  exi)ected.  He  wai 
so  transported  with  rage,  that  he  had  like  to 
have  given  very  fatal  demonstrations  of  hii 
anger ;  but  he  contain«^l  himself,  and  witln 
drew  without  making  any  ^e^)ly,  tearing,  if 
he  staid,  he  miffht  say  something  unwortiqr 
the  greatness  of  his  eoul.  Amgiad  had  not 
mentioned  to  him  the  billet  which  he  r^ 
ceived  the  preceding  day,  aiui  finding  hy 
what  his  mother  had  said  to  him  that  m 
was  altogether  as  criminal  as  queen  Haie- 
talnefbus,  he  went  to  hu?  brother,  to  chide 
him  tor  not  communicating  the  hated  ■»• 
cret  to  him,  and  to  mingle  his  sorrow  with 
his. 

The  two  queens,  rendered  des^perate  by 
finding  in  the  two  prince.s  so  much  virtue, 
whtth  should  have  had  an  influence  oo 
them,  renounced  all  sentiments  of  natoie 
and  mothers,  and  coa^pired  toirether  to  de- 
stroy them  :  they  made  their  women  believe 
the  two  ijrinc-ea  had  attempted  their  \iitue: 
they  counterlt^ited  the  matter  to  the  life  by 
their  tears,  crie.s.  and  cnr.^rs :  and  lay  in  the 
same  IxhI,  jls  if  the  resistance  they  pretend- 
e«i  to  have  made  hat!  reduce<i  them  ulmoiC 
to  death's  door. 

Wheu^  Camaralzaman  n»turned  to  the 
palace  from  hunt  in ir,  lif*  was  v«»ry  much 
surprised  to  find  them  in  l>ed  toy-ether.  allio 
tears,  acting  des]x>iidency  so  well,  that  be 
was  touched  with  compassifni.  He  nuM 
them  with  eaniestnesH  wliat  had  happened 
to  th<»m. 

At  this  que.-1ion  the  di.-«*mblin;r  qneeoi 
went  and  pohlx'd  mon;  hiltiTly  ihtm  belorej 
and  after  lu*  had  pres^Jtnl  them  a<r.iin  WW 
ajjfjiin  to  tell  him.  queen  IJadnura  ai  le^ 
answen*il  him:  Sir,  our  jriief  is  »^  irell 
fJMiniled,  that  W(M>ijL'ht  iint  to  ^i-i*  the  liphl 
of  the  sun,  nor  live  n  dav.  al'!*'!-  the  vi«>leiice 
that  has  been  olliTed  us  by  thi*  unparalleled 
brutality  of  the  princes  >tair  sons.  They 
tbnneil  a  horrid  tfesign.  encounigeil  by  nwr 
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ab»ii  ice,  ami  heul  the  boldness  and  insolence 
to  aUempt  our  honour.  Your  majcsfy  wilt 
excuse  UK  from  Piiyin<?  any  more ;  you  may 
gMPw  the  re&^t  by  our  atlliction. 

The  kiii^  f«nt  tor  the  two  princes,  and 
had  killed  ih<>nr  l>oth  with  his  own  hand,  if 
old  kin^  Armanois  hin  lathcr-in-law,  who 
wasbv,  had  not  hold  liic<  Jiand.  Son.  said 
he,  what  arn  you  g<>ing  to  do  .'  Will  you 
stain  your  hands  antl  your  palace  with  your 
own  Dloixi  \  There  are  other  wavs  of 
jniniRhinAT  them,  if  they  are  really  ^uifty. 

He  endeavoui-ed  thuH  to  apr»<*ase  )iini,and 
de^iird  him  to  examine  whether  they  did 
indeed  ronunit  tlie  crime  of  which  they  were 
arciified. 

It  v/x\^  no  hanl  thin^  for  Camaralzaman 
to  be  so  much  master  of  himsicit*  as  not  to 
butcher  his  own  children :  he  ordered  them 
to  be  put  under  arrest,  and  Kent  lor  an  emir 
called  Giondar,  whom  he  r^miniaiidcd  to 
carry  them  out  of  the  city,  and  put  thoin  to 
deat  ti,  at  a  ^reat  di.stance,  and  in  what  place 
he  plenM'd,  but  not  to  sf?e  him  iigain,  unless 
he  Drought  their  clothes  with  him,  as  a 
token  ofliii*  having  PX«Tute<i  his  ordeiv. 

Giondar  travelled  with  them  ail  inirlit, 
andearlv  next  mornin<r  made  them  aliL''ht, 
telling  them,  with  tears  in  his  eye?,  the 
commands  he  hmi  receivtNl.  IJelieve  me. 
princes,  Kiid  he.  it  is  a  tryinir  duty  impostNl 
on  ine  by  your  fatlier,  to  exernto  tin's  cruel 
order:  would  t(»  He:\ven  I  could  avoid  it ! 
The  princes  replied,  Do  your  tluty  \^  we 
know  well  you  are  ni)t  th«*  rauH*  of  our 
deaths,  and  fiirsive  you  with  all  our  lu-arts. 

Then  they  emhracni,  aiul  bndeciich  otlirr 
the  Iit.«t  adieu  with  >o  much  feiidi>rnei«<.  that 
it  wa>?  a  Icniff  time  hetorc^  tluv  coiihl  leave; 
one  another's!  arms.  Prince  A-^-ad  u*as  the 
first  who  prpi»an*il  him^^'lf  turtlie  liital  strr)ke. 
EUurin  with  nu*.  (liond.ir.  sai<i  he.  thnt  I  may 
not  haw  the  tnuihle  to  si-i;  my  tlr-ar  hmtluT 
Ameiad  i\\i\  AniL''ia<l  opiioscl  it ;  and  (lion- 
dar  could  not,  wiiliont  wcejiiiiir  mon*  than 
betbre,  he  witnt'-s  of  this  »iis|>iitt*  hctwtM»n 
theni :  which  showed  Itow  jK-rfcct  anil  .<in- 
cen*  their  ti'ienrlship  was. 

At  Insf  thev  thns  tli'termined  the  conte-st. 
deririnir  Ciiondar  to  tie  tlieiu  toireiher.  nnd 
piitlhem  in  the  m<»st  convenient  ix»snir«'  lJ)r 
nini  to  irive  iheni  the  f:ital  stj-oki*  at  one 
blow.  I>o  not  rellis*'  the  comlcMt  of  dyin^r 
tnffetlier  to  two  unlortiin;ite  hn»thers.  who 
from  their  birth  havi'  slnm-:!  vwry  thini**. 
even  tJieir  inin»ctT.ce,  s;ii«l  tiie  *r»'r.ei-ous 
princes. 

CSinndar  L'lanted  their  r«^;u*vt :  lie  tiet! 
them  to  e:irli  other,  hreii-t  to  hrejist :  and 
when  he  h:ul  plnei'd  them  so  a«  he  l!.'inL'"ht 
Jic  nii^ht  i-frir.e  the  h|i»w  with  nm?e  -Uietx, 
iUld  cut  off  their  1  reads  }»t  onee.  he  ii-'Keil 
ihrni  if  thev  h:nl  juiy  ihinTtoctMiJUiaiiilhim 
tietiMV  ihey  d;rd. 

We  have  i»nly  one  thrnrr  to  d«'>,'re  ol*  you, 
■vpliiNl  thepiiiM'e^;  which  is.  toa.^<urethe 
ftcinirour  father,  at  your  return,  that  w«.'  an; 
ixinocent ;  but  that'  we  do  not  charire  him 
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with  our  d(»itlu3,  knowing  he  is  not  well 
informed  of  the  truth  ot  the  crime  with 
which  we  arc  nccu»e<). 

Giondar  ])romised  to  do  what  thejr  would 
have  him,  and  drew  his  wibre:  his  horse 
beinf?  tieil  to  a  tree  just  by,  started  at  the 
si^rht  of  the  sabre,  which  flittered  a^^ainst 
the  t>un,  broke  liis  bridle,  and  nui  away  with 
all  ^Y'^vA  into  the  country. 

He  ^\'as  a  very  valuable  goo<l  horse,  and 
so  richly  harn(*ssed,  that  the  emir  could  not 
hear  the  loti^ot'him.  This  accident  so  trou- 
bled him.  that  instead  of  behciulin*^  the  two 
princes^  he  threw  away  his  sjibre,  and  ran 
ath'r  his  lioi-ift;  to  catch  liim  ai^^in. 

The  hors<'.  ^allopiied  on  IvL'lijn*  him,  and 
led  him  several  miles  out  of  his  way  into  a 
woo<i.  Gk)ndar  t<)llowed  Jiim,  and  the  horse's 
nei^hin^  roused  a  lion  tiiat  WiL<  a>-leep. 
The  lion  started  up.  and  in.<tead  of  running 
alier  the  horse,  marie  diriTtly  towards  Gion- 
dar, who  tlioufrht  no  more  of  his  horse,  but 
how  to  siive  liis  life,  and  avoid  the  lion.  He 
ran  into  the  thickest  of  the  wootj,  the  lion 
keepinfr  him  in  view,  ]>ursuin!;  him  among 
the  tn-es.  In  this  extn?mity  he  said  to  him- 
self, Heaven  had  not  mmished  me  in  thig 
manner,  but  to  show  tne  iimocencc  of  the 
princes  whom  1  was  commanded  to  put  to 
death  :  ami  now.  to  niv  misfortune,  1  have 
n()t  my  sidne  to  detemf  myself. 

Wliile  Giondar  wris  !r»)ne.  the  two  princes 
were  s«»ized  with  a  violent  thirs-t. occasioned 
by  the  tear  of  death,  noiwithstandiui^  their 
iioide  resohirion  to  submit  to  the  king  their 
tiitJier's  cruel  order. 

IVince  Aniiriad  told  the  prince  his  brother* 
theiv  was  a  sprinir  not  tiir  off.  Ah  I  brother, 
wiitl  Assad,  we  have  so  little  time  to  live, 
what  need  have  we  to  quench  our  thinstf 
We  can  bear  it  a  tew  minutes  lonijer. 

Amiriad,  takinir  no  notict*  of  his  brother's 
R'nion-t  ranee,  uiil>ound  him»^?If  and  un- 
iKUind  the  princ«*  his  bn>rher  whether  he 
would  or  no.  They  Av<*iit  to  the  spring,  and 
havinij  ret'nvhed  thems4*lve<.  heard  the 
i-o;irinjr  of  the  lion.  Thev  also  heard  Gion- 
dar's  dn-adful  cries  in  tfie  wo»hI.  where  he 
and  the  horv«*  wen».  A  myriad  took  up  Gi()n- 
dar's  s;ibre  whicli  Lay  on  the  «rrf)und.  saviiig 
to  .\s>s-xd.  <  'ome,  brotljer,  let  us  l'o  and  lielp 
|x»or  (liondar  :  |HThai>s  we  may  arrive  soon 
enoi I irli  to  deliver  him  from  the  dang'er  in 
which  he  now  is. 

'J' he  two  princ«'s  ran  to  the  wikxI.  and  cn- 
iiTcd  it  iwi'X  as  the  lion  was  ^••oin^rto  fall  on 
(.Jiondar.  The  In'ast.  seeinir  nrince  Amsriad, 
advancin<r  towards  him  with  a  sabn^  in  his 
hiind.  letl  hi-prev,  and  came  aiTiinst  liim 
with  tiiry.  Tli«'  pi  luce  met  him  intn»pidly, 
and  uav'e  him  a  h!o\v  po  tore ibiy  and  ilexunr- 
ously.  that  if  telleil  him  to  the  gnamd. 

When  (iiondar  ssiw  that  he  owed  his  life 
to  the  two  princes,  he  threw  hims<dfat  their 
ItH^t,  and  tiianked  them,  for  their reatoli liga- 
tion he  had  to  tliem,  in  w«>nls  whicli  RifR- 
ciently  showed  his  gratitude.  Princes,  said 
he,  rising  up  and  kissing  their  hands,  with 
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I  oyta,  God  forbM  ihnt 


'  "it  «hal!  never  be  saiii,  that  the  emir 

OiMidar  waa  guilty  ofrach  ini;ratitu(<e. 

The  service  we  imve  done  you,  anmrered 
the  priucee,  ought  not  to  hinder  you  from 
eieculing  llic  orders  you  iiaye  received ;  let 
W  Srit  cnlch  your  home  again,  aiidliien  re- 
turn to  the  place  where  you  left  us.  They 
ivere  at  no  great  trouhle  to  toUe  the  horse, 
whoK  mettle  was  abated  with  running. 
When  they  hod  restored  him  to  Giondar, 
and  were  near  the  fountain,  they  begged  oi 
him,  and  argued  with  him  to  do  aa  their 
&ther  had  commanded  him ;  but  all  to  no 
pQTtioec.  I  only  take  liberty  to  desire  mu, 
said  Gkmdar,  and  I  pray  you  not  to  deny 
me,  that  you  will  divide  my  clothes  between 
you,  and  eive  mc  youru,  and  go  lo  xuch  a 
dislancc,  uint  the  king  your  nittier  may 
Dever  hear  of  you  more. 

The  priced  were  forced  to  compl}-  with 
his  request.  Eiich  of  them  giive  him  his 
clothes,  and  covered  ihemaelvpa  with  what 
he  eould  suare  them  of  his.  He  aleo  gave 
them  all  the  money  he  tiod  about  him,  and 
look  leave  of  them. 

When  the  emir  Gionilar  parted  from  the 
princes,  he  [lowed  iJirougli  the  ii-oo.i,  where 
Anigiad  hail  killed  the  Vmn^  in  whut«  blood 
he  (lipped  their  clothes ;  winch  havingdone, 
be  procM-ded  on  Ilia  way  to  tlie  capital  city 
of  (he  isleofEhcne. 

At  his  arrival  there,  kins;  Camaralzaman 
a^ed  if  he  had  done  what  he  entered  him. 
Giondar  replied.  See.  air,  the  proold  of  my 
obedience;  (riving  him,  at  the  some  time, 
the  princeit'  clothes. 

How  did  thi'ytiikcilic  punishment  Icoro- 

'    roandcd  lo  be  executed  on  them  7  Giondar 

answered,  Willi  wimderlul  constancy,  sir, 

and  resignation  to  the  decrees  of  Heaven ; 

which  showtai  Imw  Binrcrely  ibcy  moiic  iiro- 

of  their  religion :  but  particuliirly 


die  iiuioceot,  wdth^; 

— ur;  we  lak«  OUT  death 

the  hand  of  Heaven,  and  fbrnvaoor 

father;  for  we  know  very  well  he  bam  tat 
been  rightly  infonned  of  the  truth. 

CamarQlzaman,  sensibly  touched  at  env 
Gioiidar's  relation,  bethought  hinMelTcf  pit- 
ting hiR  hand  in  their  pockets:  be  bccu 
with  prince  Amgiad'a,  where  he  Iboiid  iinl- 
let  open,  which  he  read.  He  do  muwn 
knew  that  queen  Haiatalnefous  writ  'tt,  m 
well  by  a  lock  of  her  hair  which  WM  in  iL 
and  by  the  hand-writing,  but  he  wbccIuUn 
with  horror.  He  then  trembling  put  ha 
hand  into  that  of  A»3ul :  and  tmauig  thm 
queen  Badoura's  biliet,  liH  surprise  ww  n 
great  and  sudden,  that  he  iainted. 

Never  was  gnef  eiiual  to  Cain*i«l»- 
man's,  when  he  was  recovered  fnxnhiift. 
Barbarous  father,  cried  he,  what  hail  tliM 
done  1  Thou  hast  murdered  thy  tan  eU- 
dren,  thy  innocent  children  I  Did  tat  th« 
wisdom,  their  modesty,  their  obedienee,  that 
siibmimion  to  tliy  will  in  all  thiran,  tlx' 
virtue,  all  plead  in  their  behall'?  BlinltDd 
iiuiciisible  fatlier  I  dost  thou  deeerre  to  Irn 
afler  the  execrable  crime  thou  hatf  MB- 
mitteil  1  I  have  brought  this  abomantka 
on  [iiy  own  head ;  and  HeavencbadiWM 
for  not  persevering  in  that  avernontowMM 
in  which  1  was  liorn.  And  oh  ye  deM*- 
blc  wives !  I  will  not,  no  I  will  not,  m;* 
deeer^'e,  wash  otTllie  guilt  of  your  Haainb 
Tour  blood;  ye  are  univortby of  myniei 
but  perdition  seize  me  ifever  I  see  ytNinnl 

King  Camaralzaman  was  a  maa  <i  W 
much  religion  lo  break  his  vow:  beraa- 
maiided  ihe  two  queens  lo  be  lodged  B 
neparate  apiiitments  that  very  jlay,  wtat 
they  were  kept  under  strong  guank  »ti 
he  never  saw  them  again  as  hxc  M  Im 

While  the  king  of  the  kle  of  Ebeat  ■Bid- 
ed himself  for  the  low  ol'  the  princM  hit 
— -I,  whose  death  he  thought  he  bad  '"*" 
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deserts,  cn(1eavouriii<|to  avoid  all  placcpthat 
were  iiiiiahitc<1,  anil  to  meet  any  human 
creature.  Tlicy  lived  oa  hexbe  and  >\nld 
ihiitfl  and  dnink'only  foul  rain-watiT,  which 
they  found  in  the  crevices  of  the  rocks. 
Thc>'  slept,  and  watched  by  turns  at  night, 
for  (ear  oV  wild  l)e]ists. 

When  ihey  had  travelled  aliout  a  month, 
they  came  to  the  loot  of  a  Iriffhtful  moun- 
tain, of  bbick  stones,  and  to  all  appearance 
inacceiSBible.  They  at  last  es])icu  a  sort  of 
path,  but  so  narrow  and  ditlicult.  that  they 
durst  not  venture  up  it.  This  ol)liged  tliem 
to  go  alonj?  by  tlie  toot  of  the  mountain,  in 
ho|x;s  to  find  a  more  easy  way  to  n?ach  the 
top  ofit.  They  went  about  it  five  days,  but 
could  see  nothmg  like  a  path,  so  they  were 
ibrced  to  return  to  that  which  they  had  ne- 
glected. They  still  thouc^ht  it  would  lie  in 
vain  for  them  to  attemi)t  ffoing  up  by  it ; 
they  deliberated  what  they  should  do,  a  long 
time;  and  at  last,  encouraging  one  anotlier, 
resolved  to  asceml  the  hill. 

TTie  more  they  atlvanccd,  they  thought  it 
WBB  the  higher  and  the  more  stee]),  which 
made  them  tliink  8C\'eraI  times  of  giving 
ever  their  enterprise.  When  tlie  one  was 
weary,  the  other  stopt.  and  they  took  l)reath 
together ;  tonietimes  they  were  both  so  tiix\ i, 
that  they  wanted  strength  to  go  farther: 
then,  despairing  of  being  able  to  reach  the 
top,  they  thouglit  they  must  lie  down  and 
die  of  fatigue  and  weariness.  A  few  minutes 
after,  when  they  Ibund  they  recovert\l 
ctrength,  they  animated  each  other,  and 
went  on. 

Notwithstanding  all  their  endeavour?,  and 
their  courage  andjHjrsevenuice,  they  could 
not  get  to  the  to))  that  day :  ni<rht  came  on, 
and  prince  Assad  was  so  tired  and  spent, 
that  ne  stopt,  and  siiid  to  prince  Amgiad, 
Brother,  I  can  go  no  llirther:  I  am  iust  dy- 
ing.— Let  us  rest  ourselves,  replied  ]>rince 
Amfiad,  as  long  as  you  will,  and  have  a 
good  heart ;  it  is  but  a  little  Wi'iy  to  the  top, 
and  the  moon  belHends  us. 

They  rested  themselves  about  half  an 
hour,  and  then  AkmkI  made  a  now  etfort, 
and  once  more  ascended  what  remained  of 
Che  way  to  the  mountain's  summit,  where 
they  both  at  last  arrived,  and  lay  down. 
Amgiad  roe«  fir^t,  and  advancing,  siiw  a 
tree  at  a  little  distance :  he  went  to  it.  and 
Ibund  it  was  a  ix)megranate  tree  with  large 
fruit  upon  it,  and  a  spring  at  tli(>  tiiot  of  it : 
he  ran  to  hit;  brother  Ass;id  to  tell  him  the 
rood  news,  and  conduct  him  to  the  triK!  by 
Uic  fountain  si«le.  They  refreshed  them- 
■elves  there  by  <*ating  each  a  ix)megranate, 
after  wliich  tliey  ft*! I  a<leep. 

When  tlu'y  awoke  next  morning,  Come, 
bnnher,  raid  Amiciad  to  Assad,  let  us  go  on : 
I  MC  the  mountain  is  e;isier  to  bt^  travelled 
ever  on  this  sitle  than  the  other ;  all  our  way 
now  m  down  hill ;  but  Askoid  wiis  so  tired 
with  the  last  day-s  liitigue,  that  he  wanted 
three  days  repose  to  recover  himself. 

They  spent  them  aa  they  had  done  many 


before,  in  discoursing  on  their  motlicrs'  inor- 
dinate passion,  which  had  ledm:^  them  to 
ijuch  a  deplonible  state:  But,  said  they, 
since  Heaven  has  so  visibly  declared  itself 
in  our  lixvour,  we  ought  to  be^ir  it  with  pa- 
tience, and  comfort  ourselves  with  hopci 
that  we  shall  see  an  end  ofit. 

After  having  rested  three  dtmt.  the  two 
brothers  contimied  their  travefe.  ^  As  the 
mountain  on  that  side  was  composed  of  se- 
veral etajjes  of  extensive  fields,  they  were 
five  days  m  descen<ling  it,  before  they  came 
into  the  plain.  They  then  discovered  a 
great  city,  at  which  they  rejoiced.  Brother, 
sai<l  Aniiriad  to  Assad,  are  not  you  of  my 
opinion,  that  you  should  stay  in  some  place 
out  of  the  city,  where  I  may  find  you  a^ain, 
while  I  go  ami  learn  the  language,  and  in- 
form myself  what  is  the  name  of  the  city? 
in  what  counter  we  are  ?  and  when  I  come 
back,  1  will  briiuf  provisions  with  me.  It 
may  not  be  safe  for  us  to  go  tliere  together. 

Brother,  replied  Assiul,  your  advice  is  both 
sale  and  pruiient,  and  1  approve  of  what  >'du 
say ;  but  if  one  of  'js  must  iMut  from  the 
other  on  that  acciiunt,  1  will  not  suffer  it 
to  be  you;  you  must  allow  me  to  go,  for 
what  shall  I  suffer,  if  any  ill  accident  sliould 
haj)ix^n  to  you  ? 

But,  brother,  answered  Amgiad,  the  same 
ill  accident  you  fear  fi)r  me,  I  have  as 
much  reason  to  be  afraid  of  for  you ;  I  en- 
treat you  to  let  me  go,  and  do  you  stiiy  liere 
with  patience.  I  will  never  yield  to  It,  said 
Assail ;  if  any  ill  hap|)en  to  me,  it  will  be 
some  cpmt!)rt  to  tliink  you  are  safe.  Amgiad 
was  forced  to  submit,  and  Assad  going  to- 
wards the  city,  he  stayed  under  the  trees  at 
the  f()Otof  the  mountain. 

Prince  Afii?ad  took  the  purse  of  money 
which  Amgiad  had  in  charge,  and  went  for- 
wards towards  the  city.  He  had  not  gone 
far  in  the  first  street,  l)elbre  he  met  with  a 
reverend  old  man  with  a  cane  in  his  hand: 
he  wiU)  neatly  dre>«>d,  and  the  prince  took 
him  ({it  a  man  of  note  in  the  place,  wlio 
woulil  not  jnit  a  trick  upon  him,  po  he  ac- 
costed him  thus :  Pray,  my  lord,  which  h 
the  way  to  the  market-place '/  The  old  man 
looked  on  prince  Assad,  smiling:  Child, 
Slid  he,  it  is  plain  you  are  astnuiger,  or  you 
would  not  have  asked  that  question  of  me. 

Yes,  mv  lord,  1  am  a  stranger,  replied 
AsKul.  The  old  man  answered.  You  are 
welcome  tlieii ;  our  country  will  be  honoured 
by  the  i)ri7sence  of  so  handsome  a  young 
man  as  you  are :  tell  me  what  business  you 
have  at  tlu^  market-place. 

My  lord,  replies!  Asaid,  it  is  near  two 
months  since  my  brother  aiul  I  set  out  from 
our  own  country,  which  is  a  great  way  from 
hence :  w<'  have  not  ceased  tnivelling,  and 
we  arrived  here  but  to-day.  My  brother, 
tired  with  such  a  long  journey,  stays  at  the 
foot  of  the  mountain,  and  I  am  come  to  buy 
some  provision  lor  him  and  me. . 

Son,  said  the  old  man,  you  could  not  htm 
come  in  a  better  time,  and  I  am  glad  of'  it 
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for  your  and  your  brother's  sake :  I  made  a 
least  to-day  ibr  some  iriends  of  niine,  and 
there  is  a  £reat  deal  of  victuats  left  un- 
touched :  come  along  with  me ;  you  shall 
eat  as  much  as  vou  please,  and  when  you 
have  done,  I  will  give  you  enougli  to  last 
your  brotlier  and  you  several  (lays:  do  not 
spend  your  money,  when  there  is  no  occaiiion 
for  it ;  travellers  ivre  always  in  want  of  it. 
While  you  arc  eating,  I  will  give  you  an 
account  of  our  city,  which  nobody  can  do 
better  than  mv8»;ll*  who  have  borne  all  the 
honoumble  offices  in  it  It  is  well  for  you 
that  you  hapi^ned  to  light  u|X)n  me;  lor  1 
must  tell  you.  all  our  citizens  cainiot  h-o  well 
help  and  mlbrni  you  its  I  can:  I  can  assure 
you  some  of  them  are  vcrv  wicked.  Conie 
along,  you  shall  iice  the  dfillcrencc  between 
a  real  honest  man,  (u^  I  am,  and  such  us 
boast  of  being  so.  tuid  arc  not. 

I  am  infinitely  obliged  to  you.  replied 
Assad,  for  your  good  will  to>\*ards  me;  I 
put  myself  entirely  into  your  liands,  and  am 
ready  to  go  with  you  where  you  please. 

Tfie  old  man  laugheil  in  his  sleeve  to  think 
lie  had  got  the  i)rince  in  his  clutches:  and 
as  he  walked  oy  the  side  of  him,  all  the 
way,  lest  he  fdiould  perceive  it,  talked  of  va- 
rious subjects,  to  ]>rcpen'e  the  favourable 
opinion  A&<ad  had  of  him.  Among  other 
things,  said  he,  it  must  be  confessed  you 
were  ver>'  fortunate  to  meet  with  me,  rather 
than  witn  any  other  man.  I  thank  God  I 
met  with  you :  you  will  know  why  I  say  it 
when  you  come  to  my  houise. 

Thither  they  c^mie  ere  it  was  long,  and 
fhe  old  man  iiitixxlucA'd  Ass;id  into  a  hall, 
where  were  forty  such  oM  lellows  its  hini- 
sclfj  who  made  a  circle  nmnd  a  flaming  tire, 
which  they  adored.  The  prince  wjis  not 
more  seized  with  horror  at  the  sight  of  so 
many  men  mi«t:ikinirly  atlorin^^  the  rn^ature 
for  th(\  Creator,  tlian  with  fear  of  finding 
himself  betniyed  and  in  such  an  abominable 
place. 

While  Assad  ntood  motionltvs  with  asto- 
nishment, the  old  cheat  saluted  the  Inrly 
grev-headed  men.  Devout  adorers  of  tire, 
said  he  to  them,  this  is  a  happy  day  lor  us. 
Where  is  Gazban?  ctill  him. 

He  spake  thccrC  won  Is  aloud,  and  a  negro, 
who  waited  at  tiie  lower  end  of  tiie  liall, 
presently  came  \ip  to  him.  Tliis  black  was 
Gazban;  wlio.  as  soon  a.^  he  saw  the  dis- 
consolate Assad,  imairiiK'd  lor  what  he  was 
called.  He  niii  to  liiniinmi(?diately,  kniK'k- 
ed  him  down^  and  bound  his  hands  with 
wonderful  activity.  \Mien  he  had  doiH\ 
Carry  him  down,  said  the  old  man,  and  tail 
not  tp  order  my  daui:hten«,  Bo-rtama  and 
Cavania,  to  givt*  him  every  day  a  gixxl  bas- 
tinado, with  a  Ktat*  morning  and  night  t<)r 
hi."  suhpistenc(^ :  this  is  enouirh  to  keep  him 
alive  till  the  next  ship  drjiaris  tor  the  bin*' 
eea  and  the  fiery  mountaui.  He  shall  l)c 
ofiered  up  an  agreeable  sacrifice  to  our 
divinity. 

As  soon  as  the  old  man  had  given  this 


cruel  order  to  Gazban,  than  the  slave  hur- 
ried prince  Assad  out  of  the  hall,  through 
several  dooi"s,  till  tliey  came  to  a  dungeon, 
down  to  which  led  twent^steps ;  there  h« 
lell  him  in  chains  of  prodigious  weight  and 
bignes.^,  fiustened  to  his  feel.  When  he  had 
done,  he  went  to  give  the  old  man's  daugh- 
ters notice  of  it ;  but  their  father  had  beiore 
sent  lor  them,  and  given  them  their  iiisiruc- 
tions  himself.  Daughters,  s<iid  he  to  them, 
go  down  and  give  the  Mussulman  I  just  now 
brought  in  the  bastinado,  as  you  know  how 
to  do  it :  do  not  span*,  him  ;  you  cannot  bet- 
ter show  your  zeal  for  the  worship  oft  he  fire. 

Bocitania  and  Cavama,  who  were  bred  up 
in  their  hatred  to  Mii.s.suhnen,  received  thn 
order  with  joy.  They  descended  into  the 
dungeon  that  very  moment,  strij)j>ed  Assad, 
and  hast inadoed  him  unmercifully,  till  the 
blooil  issued  out  of  his  wounds,  and  he  warn 
almost  de^id.  Af)er  this  cruel  infliction, 
they  put  a  loaf  of  bread  and  a  ix)t  of  water 
by  nim,  and  retired. 

Asstid  did  not  come  to  himself  again  for 
a  long  time ;  when  he  did,  he  broke  out  into 
a  flotxl  of  tears,  deploring  his  misery.  Hm 
comfort  however  wan,  that  this  inidbrtune 
had  not  ha^)iK'ned  to  his  brother  Am^iad. 

That  prmce  waited  ibr  his  brother  tfll 
evening  with  impatience :  when  it  was  iwo^ 
three,  or  four  of  the  clock  in  the  momin|^y 
and  Astsid  did  not  return,  he  was  like  one  in 
despair.    He  apciii  the  night  in  that  dismal 
condition ;  and  na  soon  iis  it  was  day,  went 
to  the  city,  whei*e  he  wjis  surprised  to  see 
but  very  i<*w  Massnlmen.     He  accosted  the 
ilrA  he 'met,  and  rucked  him  the  name  of  the 
place.    lie  was  told  it  was  ilie  city  of  the 
Magicians ;  to  crdled,  from  the  great  nmn- 
ber  of  magicians,  who  atlored  the  fire,  and 
that  there  were  but  very  few  Mussulmen. 
Anijriad  then  demar>t!ed  how  far  it  was  to 
the  is!<;  of  Ebene.    He  wa^'  answered,  four 
months  voyage  by  sea,  and  a  year's  joiimey 
l>y  land.    The  man  he  talked  to  left  him 
hastily,  having  .sjitisfied  him  as  to  those  two 
tiUi»slion.s  an<l  went  about  his  ba-iness. 

Amgiad,  who  had  Ihm'u  hut  six  wcela 
coming  from  the  isle  of  Ebene  with  hii 
brother  As«^ad,  could  not  comprehend  how 
they  i-eaclied  lliis  city  iuw  little  time,  unlea 
it  w;is  by  enrliantnient,  or  that  tlie  way 
acrriss  the  mountain  was  inuch  shi>rter,  but 
not  fl*equenttMl.  U'canst;  o1'  its  diftloulty. 

Going  farther  in  the  tt»wn,  he  st«»pi»edal 
a  tailor's  .>hop,  wliom  he  knew  to  be  a  Muf 
suhnan  bv  his  dre.-*«,  as  he  had  known  IK 
man  he  had  talkiul  to  before.  Having  tt 
luted  him,  he  sat  down,  and  told  the  occ* 
h-ion  of  the  trouble  he  was  in. 

When  princi'  Amgiad  had  done  talkioPt 
the  tJiilor  replied.  If  your  brother  hix?  t'alka 
into  the  han«ls  oi'  sr)me  magician,  dcwend 
ui»on  it  you  will  nevrr  Mr  him  more: he ii 
lost  paj^t  all  re<"ove.ry ;  and  I  advi.^  >'OUto 
comfort  yourself  as  well  as  you  can,  and  to 
bewai-e  of  falling  into  the  same  misfortune. 
To  which  end,  if  >'ou  will  hearken  to  oe 
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70a  riuJI  stay  at  my  house,  and  I  will  tell 
you  all  the  tricks  of  these  ma^cians,  th^ 
you  may  take  care  of  yourself  when  you  go 
out.  Am^ia  afflicted  for  the  lorn  of  his 
brother,  accepted  the  tailor's  offer,  and 
thanked  him  a  thoustuid  times  for  his  kind- 
to  him. 


TVie  Story  qf  Prince  Amsriad  and  a  Lady 
of  the  City  of  the  Siagicians, 

Prince  Am^iad  did  not  gp  out  of  the 
tailor's  house  for  a  whole  monUi,  except  his 
host  went  with  him.  At  lapt  he  ventured 
to  go  alone  to  the  bath.  As  he  was  retum- 
inff  home  through  a  street  where  there  was 
nooodv,  he  met  a  lady  coming  to  him.  See- 
ing a  handsome  young  man,Treifh  come  out 
ofthe  bath,  she  lifled  up  her  v-eil,  and  asked 
him,  with  a  smiling  air,  whither  he  was 
goine ;  and  o^led  him  all  the  while  so  amo- 
rousQ*,  that  Am^iad  could  not  resist  her 
charms.  Madam,  said  he,  I  am  going  to 
nay  own  house,  or  yours,  as  you  please. 

My  lord,  replied  the  lady,  with  an  agree- 
able smile,  ladies  of  my  quality  never  carr}* 
men  to  their  own  houses ;  they  always  go  to 
the  men's. 

Amgiad  was  very  much  confounded  at  this 
answer,  which  he  did  not  expect :  he  durst 
not  venture  to  take  her  home  to  his  land- 
lord's house,  fearing  the  good  man  would 
be  scandalized  bv  it.  and  he  should  have  lost 
his  protection,  of*  which  he  stood  in  great 
need,  considering:  lie  was  in  a  city  where  it 
was  80  necessarv  lor  him  to  be  always  upon 
his  gruard :  he  Vnew  so  little  of  the  town, 
that  ne  could  not  tell  where  to  carry  her, 
and  he  could  not  resolve  to  lose  this  lucky 
adventure.  In  this  uncertainty,  he  deter- 
mined to  throw  himself  upon  chance ;  and 
without  making  any  anpwer,  he  went  be- 
fore, and  the  huly  followed  him.  Amgiad 
Jed  her  from  Ptreet  to  street,  from  eouare  to 
•qoare,  till  they  wore  both  weary  with  walk- 
ing:  at  lai?t  they  came  to  a  rtreet,  at  the 
em  of  which  w;l=  a  great  gate,  shut  up, 
optsnxTig  to  a  hanrlKome  liou.se,  and  having 
a  seat  on  each  side  of  it  Amgiad  sat  down 
on  one  of  thein,  as  if  to  take  breath ;  and 
the  lady,  more  weary  than  he,  seated  her- 
self on  the  other. 

When  she  had  taken  her  seat,  she  asked 
him  whether  that  wa«  his  honsc.  You  see 
it,  maiiam.  said  Aniiria<l.  Why  do  you  not 
open  the  gate  then  ?  renlieil  the' lady ;  what 
do  you  wait  for  ?  Fair  lady,  answered  Am- 

S'eil,  1  have  not  the  key ;  1  left  it  with  my 
ive  when  I  sent  him  011  an  errand,  and  he 
cannot  be  come  back  yet :  besides,  1  ordered 
him  aflerwardit  to  get  pomething  good  for 
dinner ;  so  that  I  am  at'raid  we  sliall  wait  a 
lon^  time  for  him. 

The  prince  met  with  bo  many  difficulties 
in  satistying  iii<  pa^ion.  that  he  l)egan  to 
repent  of  it.  He  therefore  contrived  this 
answer,  in  hopes  that  the  lady  would  take 
the  hint,  and  out  of  resentment  leave  him. 
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and  seek  elsewhere  for  a  lovo*;  but  he  was 
mistaken. 

This  is  a  most  impertinent  slave,  said 
the  lady,  to  make  us  wait  so  long.  I  wiO 
chaetise  him  myself  as  he  deseTves,  ifyoa 
do  not,  when  he  comes  back :  it  is  not  de- 
cent that  I  should  sit  here  alone  with  a  man 
at  a  gate.  Saying  this,  she  arose  and  took 
up  a  stone  to  bi>eak  the  lock,  which  was  only 
of  wood,  and  weak,  according  to  the  fashkxi 
of  the  countr>'. 

Amgiad  did  all  he  could  to  hinder  her. 
What  are  you  doing,  madam  ?  said  the 
prince.  For  Heaven's  pake  stay  a  little! 
What  are  you  afraid  of?  replied  the  lady; 
is  it  not  your  hou.«e  ?  It  is  no  great  matter 
to  break  a  wooden  lock ;  a  new  one  will  not 
cost  much.  The  lock  she  accordingly  broke : 
and  as  soon  as  the  door  waf?  open,  entered 
the  house,  and  walked  before  him. 

Amgiad  gave  himself  over  for  a  lost  man, 
when  he  saw  the  door  forced  open;  he 
paueed  upon  it,  whether  he  should  go  into 
the  house  or  not,  or  make  off  as  fast  as  he 
could,  to  avoid  tlie  danger  which  he  believ- 
ed was  inevitable ;  and  he  was  going  to  fly, 
when  the  lady  returned. 

Seeing  he  did  not  enter,  ^Vhy  do  not  jou 
come  into  your  house?  said  she.  Thepnnce 
answered,  1  am  looking  to  see  if  my  slave  is 
coming,  fearing  we  have  nothing  ready. 
Come  m,  come  in,  said  madam :  we  had 
better  wail  for  him  within  doors  than  with- 
out. 

Amgiad,  much  against  his  will,  followed 
her  into  the  house.  Passing  tlirougii  a  spa- 
cious court,  neatly  paved,  they  mounted  bv 
several  steps  into  a  grand  vestibule,  which 
led  to  a  large  open  hall,  ver>'  well  furnished, 
where  he  and  the  lady  saw  a  table  ready 
spread  with  all  sorts  of  delicacies,  another 
heaped  with  fruit,  and  a  sideboard  full  of 
bottles  of  wine. 

When  Am^ad  saw  these  preparatwns,  he 
gave  himself  up  for  lost  Poor  Amgiad, 
said  he  to  himself,  thou  wilt  soon  follow  thy 
dear  brother  Assad ! 

The  lady,  on  the  contrary,  transported  at 
the  sight  cried  out.  How,  mv  lord,  did  you 
fear  there  was  nothing  ready  ?  You  sec  your 
slave  has  done  more  than  you  expected; 
but  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  these  prepara* 
tk)n8  were  made  for  some  other  lady,  and 
not  for  me :   no  matter,  let  her  come ;  I 

Eromise  vou  I  will  not  be  jealous:  I  onl^ 
eg  the  favour  of  you  tliat  you  will  permit 
me  to  wait  on  her  and  yon. 

Amgiad,  as  much  as  he  was  troubled  at 
this  accident  could  not  help  laughing  at 
the  kidy's  pleaf^ntry.  Madam,  said  he. 
thinking  of  something  else  that  tormented 
his  mind,  there  is  nothing  in  what  yoa 
fancy ;  this  is  my  common  dinner,  and  no 
extraordinary  preparation,  I  assure  you.  As 
he  could  not  bring  himself  to  sit  down  at  a 
table  which  was  not  prepared  for  him,  he 
would  have  taken  his  seat  on  a  sofa,  but  th^ 
lady  would  not  let  him.    Come,  sir,  said 
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•lie,  you  must  be  hungry  after  bathmg ,  let 
U8  eat  and  enjoy  our8elve& 

Amgiad  was  forced  to  do  what  the  lady 
would  have  him :  they  both  sat  down  and 
fell  to.  The  lady,  having  cat  a  bit^  took  a 
bottle  and  glan,  poured  out  some  wine,  and 
drank  to  Amgiau :  and  wiien  she  had  drank 
herself,  she  mled  another  glass,  and  gave  it 
to  Aoijg^iad,  who  pledged  her.  The  more 
the  pnnce  thought  ot  this  adventure,  the 
more  he  was  amazed  that  the  master  of  the 
house  did  not  appear,  and  that  so  rich  a 
bouse,  and  so  well  provided,  should  be  led 
without  a  servant  It  will  be  lucky,  said 
he  to  himself,  if  the  master  of  the  house 
does  not  come  till  I  am  got  clear  of  this  in- 
trigue. While  he  was  occupied  with  these 
tlifughts.  and  others  more  troublesome,  she 
eat  and  drank  heartily,  and  obliged  him  to 
do  the  same.  They  were  almost  come  to 
the  fruit,  when  the  master  of  the  house 
arrived. 

It  happened  to  be  Bahader,  master  of  the 
horse  to  the  king  oi'  the  magicians :  this 
house  belonged  to  him,  but  he  commonly 
dwelt  in  another :  and  he  seldom  came  here, 
unless  to  regale  himself  with  two  or  three 
chosen  friends.  He  always  sent  provisions 
from  his  other  house  on  such  occasions,  and 
had  done  so  this  day  by  some  of  his  servants^ 
who  were  just  gone  as  the  lady  and  Amgiaa 
entered  it 

Bahader  came  as  he  used  to  do,  in  dis- 
guise, and  without  attendants,  and  a  littke 
before  the  time  appointed  for  his  friends 
coming:  he  was  not  a  little  surprised  to 
see  the  door  of  his  house  broken  open.  He 
enter^,  making  no  noise,  and  hearing  some 
persons  talking  and  making  merry  m  the 
hall,  he  stole  along  under  the  wall,  and  put 
his  head  half-way  within  the  door  to  see 
who  they  were.  • 

Perceiving  a  y;oun^  man  and  a  young 
lad  V  eating  at  his  tuble  the  victuals  that 
had  been  provided  ibr  his  friends  and  him- 
selfi  and  that  there  was  no  great  harm 
done,  he  resolved  to  divert  himself  with  Uie 
adventure. 

The  lady's  back  was  a  little  turned  from 
him,  and  she  did  not  see  the  master  of  the 
horse,  but  Amgiad  saw  him  immediately : 
he  had  then  the  glass  in  his  hand,  and  was 

Soin^  to  drink  it  off;  he  changed  colour  at 
[le  sight  of  Bahader,  who  made  a  sign  to 
him  not  to  say  a  word,  but  to  come  and 
■peak  with  him. 

Amgiad  drank  and  rose.  Where  are  you 
going  f  said  the  lady.  The  prince  answered, 
Pray,  mailam,  stay  here  a  little ;  I  shall  be 
back  again  in  a  minute ;  a  small  affkir 
obliges  me  to  gp  out  at  present  Bahader 
wajted  (or  him  in  the  vestibule,  and  led  him 
into  the  court  to  talk  to  him  without  being 
heard  by  the  laly. 

When  Bahader  and  Amgiad  were  in  the 
court,  Bahader  demanded ol  the  prince  how 
the  lady  came  into  his  house,  ana  why  they 
biuke  open  hii  door.    My  lord,  repliea  Am- 


gisul,  3rou  may  very  reasonably  think  me 
guilty  of  a  very  unwarrantable  actkm :  bat 
if  you  will  have  patience  to  hear  me,  I  nope 
my  iimocence  will  appear.  He  then  told 
him,  in  a  few  words,  what  liad  happened  to 
him.  without  disguising;  any  part  of  the 
truth ;  and  to  convince  him  that  he  was  not 
capable  of  conirnittiiig  such  an  action  as  to 
break  into  a  house,  he  told  him  plainly  he 
was  a  prince,  and  what  was  the  reasoo  ol 
his  coming  to  tlic  city  of  the  magicians. 

Bahader,  who  naturally  loved  straoj^fers, 
was  transporteil  with  an  opportunity oiobii- 
pns  one  of  Amgia<rs  rank  and  quality ;  Uxr 
by  his  air,  his  actions,  and  his  well-turoed 
discourse,  he  did  not  in  the  least  doubt  of  the 
truth  of  what  he  said.    Prince^  said  Baha- 
der, I  am  very  glad  I  can  obhge  you  in  so 
pleasant  an  adventure  as  this:  Tar  Irom  dis- 
turbing the  feast,  it  will  be  a  pleasure  to  ine 
to  contribute  to  your  satisikctkmin  any  thin^. 
Beibre  I  eny  any  more  on  this  subject,  1  am 
happy  to  inlbrm  vou  my  name  is  Bahader ; 
I  am  master  of  the  horse  to  the  king  of  the 
magicians :  I  commonly  dwell  in  another 
house  which  I  have  in  this  city,  and  come 
here  sometimes  to  have  the  more  liberty 
with  my  friends.    You  have  made  this  lady 
behcve  you  have  a  slave,  though  you  have 
none :  I  will  be  your  slave  ;  and  that  thai 
may  not  disturb  you,  and  to  si)are  your  ex* 
cuses,  I  repeat  again,  that  I  will  positiveiy 
be  so ;  you  will  soon  know  my  reason  ibr  iL 
Go  to  your  place,  and  contmue  to  divert 
yourself:  when  I  return  a^ain,  and  come 
before  you  in  a  slave's  habit,  chide  me  for 
staying  so  long ;  do  not  be  afraid  even  to 
strike  me.    I  will  wiiit  upon  you  all  tlw 
while  you  are  at  table,  till  night ;  you  shall 
sleep  here^  and  so  shall  the  lady,  smid  to-mor- 
row morning  you  may  send  her  home  with 
honour.    I  shall  allerwards  endeavour  to 
do  you  more  inii)ortant  services:  go,  and 
lose  no  time.    Amgiad  would  have  made 
him  an  answer,  but  the  master  of  the  hone 
would  not  let  hiiu,  forcing  him  to  go  to  the 
lady.    He  had  scarce  got  into  the  hall  be- 
fore Bahader's  friends,  whom  he  had  invited, 
arrived.    Bahader  excused  himself  tbr  not 
entertaining  them  that  day,  telling  them 
they  would  approve  of  the  reason  of  it  wboo 
they  knew  it,  which  should  be  in  due  timei 
When  they  were  gone,  he  went  forth  and 
dressed  himself  in  a  slave's  habit. 

Prince  Amiriad  came  to  the  lady  much 
better  pleased  at  finding  tlie  house  bebitfed 
to  a  man  of  quality,  wlio  had  received  aim 
so  courteously.  When  he  siit  down  to  the 
table  again,  he  said,  Madam,  I  beg  a  thoa- 
Ruid  pardons  for  my  rudeiiem :  I  was  vned 
that  my  slave  should  tarry  so  k>ng ;  then»- 
cal  shall  pay  for  it,  when  he  comes :  1  will 
teach  him  to  make  me  stay  so  tbr  him. 

Let  not  that  trouble  you,  sni<l  theladr-, 
so  much  the  worse  for  him :  if  he  is  guilty 
of  fu\y  faults,  let  liim  pay  lor  it :  do  litA  let 
us  think  of  him ;  we  will  eiyoy  ounelvoi 
without  him« 
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Thnr  continued  at  the  table  with  the 
more  pleasure,  as  Amgiad  was  under  no  ap- 
prehenrionflof  the  consequence  of  the  lady's 
indiscretion,  who  ou^ht  not  to  have  broken 
open  the  door,  though  it  had  been  Amgiod's 
own  house.  The  prince  was  now  as  merry 
as  the  lady :  they  said  a  thousand  pleasant 
things,  and  drank  pore  than  thev  ate,  till 
Baluuier  arrived,  disguised  like  a  slave. 

Bahader  entered  uke  a  slave  who  feared 
his  master's  di^leasure  for  staying  out  when 
he  had  company  with  him :  he  fell  down  at 
his  feet,  ana  kiocd  the  ground,  to  implore 
hie  clemency ;  aiid  when  he  had  done,  stood 
behind  him  with  his  hands  across,  in  cxpec- 
tatk)n  of  his  commiuids. 

Sirrah,  said  Am?iad,  with  a  fierce  tone 
and  anery  look,  is  there  such  a  slave  as  you 
in  all  the  world  ?  Where  have  you  been  ? 
What  have  you  been  doing,  that  you  came 
oo  sooner? 

My  lord,  replied  Bahader,  I  ask  3rour 
partton ;  I  was  executing  your  onleni,  and 
did  not  think  you  would  come  home  so 
earhr. 

You  are  a  rascal,  said  Amgiad,  and  I 
■hall  break  your  bones,  to  teach  you  to  lie 
and  to  disappoint  me.  He  then  rone  up,  took 
a  stick,  and  gave  him  two  or  three  slight 
Mows  with  it ;  ailer  whu^h  he  sat  down  to 
table  affain. 

The  lady  was  not  eatisfied  with  the  chas- 
tisement  he  bestowed  on  him.    She  also 
,  took  the  stick,  and  fell  upon  Bahader 

unmercifully,  that  the  tears  came  into  his 
jta,  Amgiad,  offended  to  the  last  degree 
at  the  free&m  she  took,  and  that  she  should 
use  one  of  the  king's  chief  officers  so  ill,  cried 
out  to  her  in  vain.  Enough.  She  continued 
■trikin^  him.    Let  me  alone,  said  she.  I  will 

£*ve  him  enough,  and  teach  him  to  be  ab- 
nt  so  long  another  time.  She  continued* 
beating  him  with  greiit  fury,  till  Amgiad 
rose  from  the  table,  and  forced  the  stick  out 
of  her  hand:  which  she  did  not  ixirt  with 
without  much  strucrgling.  When  she  found 
die  could  beat  Biuiadcr  no  longer,  she  sat 
down  and  railed  at  and  cuncd  him. 

Bahader  wiped  his  eyet*,  and  stood  up  to 
fill  out  wine.  When  he  «iw  they  had  done 
eating  and  drinking,  he  took  awa/  the  cloth, 
cleared  the  hall,  put  every  thing  initBulace ; 
and,  night  coming  on,  lighted  up  the  lamra. 
E^'ery  time  he  clinic  in,  or  went  out,  the 
lady  muttered  and  threatened  him,  and  gave 
him  abusive  languasre,  to  Amgiad's  great 
disliking,  who  >vould  liave  hindered  her,  but 
eould  not.  When  it  was  time  fur  them  to 
go  to  bed^  Bahiuler  preiMi.^  one  for  them 
on  the  sola,  and  withdrew  into  a  chamber, 
i^ere  he  laid  himself  down,  and  it  was  not 
long  before  he  fell  asleep,  having*  been  fa- 
tigued with  his  beating.  Amgiad  and  the 
lady  entertained  one  another  a  good  half 
hour  afterwards,  and  the  ladv  wanted  to  go 
forth  before  she  went  to  bed.  Passing  through 
the  vestibule,  she  heard  Bahader  snore;  and 
having  seen  a  nbre  hanging  up  in  the  hall 


she  turned  back  again,  and  nid  tD  pnaee 
Amgiad,  My  lord,  as  you  \ave  me,  do  one 
thin?  tor  me.  In  what  can  I  serve  you  ?  re- 
plied the  prince.  The  lady  answereo.  Oblige 
me  80  far  as  to  take  down  this  sabre,  and 
cut  off  your  slave's  head  with  it  Amgiad 
was  astonished  at  such  a  proposal  finom  a 
ladv,  not  doubting  but  it  was  the  wine  she 
had  drank  that  prompted  it.  Madam,  said 
he,  let  my  slave  alone ;  he  is  not  worthy  oi 
vour  notice ;  I  have  beat  him^  and  you  have 
beat  him:  it  is  sufficient :  besideB,  I  am  very 
well  satisfied  with  him ;  he  does  not  use  to 
be  guilty  of  such  faults. 

Tiiat  shall  not  do,  replied  the  lady,  in  vio- 
lent furv ;  the  rogue  shall  dk;:  if  not  by  your 
hands,  hy  mine.  Saying  this,  she  took  «)wn 
the  sabre  trom  the  place  whone  it  hung,  drew 
it  out  of  the  scal>bard^  and  was  going  to 
execute  her  wicked  design. 

Amgiad  met  her  in  the  vestibule,  saying, 
You  uiall  be  satisfied,  madam,  since  you 
will  have  it  so ;  but  I  should  be  sorry  that 
any  one.  beside  myselfl  sliould  kill  my  slave. 
Wiien  she  had  given  nim  the  sabre,  Come^ 
follow  me.  said  lie ;  make  no  noise,  for  fear 
we  wake  aim.  They  went  into  Bahader^ 
chamber,  where  Amgia<l,  instead  of  striking 
liim,  struck  at  the  laoy.  and  cut  off  her  heaa. 
which  fell  ujpon  Bahader. 

If  the  noise  of  the  blow  which  Amgiac 
gave  the  lady,  in  cuttuig  off  her  head,  naa 
not  waked  Bahader,  her  head  falling  UMVi 
him  would  have  done  it ;  he  was  amazed  to 
see  Amgiad  with  a  sabre  all  bloody,  and  the 
body  of  uie  ladv  Iving  headlesson  tlie  ground- 
The  prince  told  him  what  had  passed,  and 
ending  his  discourse,  said,  I  had  no  other 
way  to  hinder  this  furious  woman  from  kilU 
ing  you,  but  to  take  away  her  life.  My 
lonl,  replied  Bahader,  full  of  gratitude,  per- 
sons of  your  rank  and  generosity  are  not 
capable  of  doing  such  a  wicked  action  as 
she  desired  of  you.  You  are  my  deliverer, 
and  I  cannot  enough  thank  you.  Alter  he 
had  embmccd  him,  to  stiow  him  what  sense 
he  had  of*  his  obli<^tk)nfi  to  him,  he  said, 
We  must  carry  this  corpse  out  belbre  it  is 
quite  day,  leave  it  to  me,  I  will  do  it  Am- 
gaid  would  not  a^ree  to  that,  Kay  ing,  he  wodd 
carry  it  away  himself,  since  he  had  struck 
the  blow.  Bahader  replied,  You  are  a 
stranger  in  tliiis  city,  and  cannot  do  it  so  well 
as  one  who  is  acquainted  here :  I  must  do 
it,  if  for  no  other  rearon,  >'et  for  both  our 
safeties,  to  prevent  our  being  questkmed  for 
her  death :  stay  you  here,  and  if  I  do  not 
come  iMick  hi'ton^  day,  you  may  be  sure  the 
watch  hiu  iseized  me  ^  and  for  fear  of  the 
worst.  I  will  by  writing  give  this  house  and 
funiiture  for  your  habitation;  you  have 
nothing  to  do  but  to  live  in  it 

When  he  h:ui  written,  signed,  and  deli- 
vered the  muer  to  prince  Amgiad,  he  put 
the  lady's  bonv  in  a  bag,  head  and  all,  uud 
it  on  his  shoulder,  and  went  out  with  it  from 
one  street  to  another,  taking  the  way  to  the 
rKar«dc.    He  bad  not  gono  far  bmre  be 
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met  whh  one  of  the  iudges  of  the  city,  wh 
was  gmng  the  roands  in  person.    Banadc 


who 
going  tbe  roandB  in  person,  tuuiader 
was  stopped  by  the  judge's  tbllowcrs,  who, 
opening  the  bag,  Ibund  the  body  of  a  mur- 
dered lady,  bundled  up  with  the  head. 
The  judge,  who  knew  the  master  of  tlie 
hone,  notwithstanding  his  disguise,  took 
him  home  to  hk  house,  and  not  daring  to 
put  him  to  death  without  telling  the  king  of 
It,  because  of  his  quality,  he  carried  him  to 
oourt  as  soon  as  it  was  day.  When  the 
kin^  had  heard  from  the  judge,  what  a  foul 
action  he  had  been  guilty  of,  us  he  believed 
from  the  circumstances,  he  addressed  the 
master  of  the  horse  in  these  words :  It  is 
thus  then  that  thou  murderest  mvsubiects, 
to  rob  them,  and  then  thou  wouid^t  throw 
their  dead  bodies  into  the  sea,  to  hide  thy 
▼iliany ;  let  us  rid  them  of  you ;  go,  hang 
him  up  immediately. 

Innocent  as  Bahader  was,  he  took  his 
sentence  oi'  death  with  ail  imaginable  resig- 
mition,  and  said  not  a  word  to  justify  him- 
self. The  judge  carried  him  to  his  house, 
and,  while  the  gallows  was  preparing,  he 
sent  a  crier  to  publish  throughout  the  city, 
that  at  noon  the  master  of  the  horse  was  to 
be  hanged  for  a  murder  committed  by  him. 
Prince  Am^iad,  who  had  in  vain  ex- 
pected Bahader's  return,  was  struck  with 
terrible  consternation  wnen  he  heard  the 
crier  publish  the  approaching  execution  of 
the  master  of  the  horse.  If,  said  he  to  him- 
telf.  somebody  must  die  for  the  death  of 
juch  a  wicked  woman,  it  is  I,  and  not  Ba- 
hader ;  I  will  never  sufier  an  mnocent  man 
to  be  punislied  for  the  guilty ;  and  without 
deliberating  any  more  about  it,  he  hastened 
to  the  place  of  execution,  whither  the  peo- 
ple were  ninnine  from  all  parts. 

When  Amgiaa  saw  the  judge  bringing 
Bahader  to  the  gibbet,  he  went  up  to  him, 
and  said,  I  am  come  to  tell  you,  and  to 
aanire  you,  that  the  master  of  the  horse 
whom  you  are  leadinsrtocxecution  is  wholly 
innocent  of  the  lady's  death :  I  am  ffuilty 
cf  the  crime,  if  it  is  one,  to  have  killed  a 
detestable  woman,  who  would  have  mur- 
dered Bahader ;  and  then  lie  told  him  ail 
us  it  happened. 

The  prince  having  informed  the  judge 
Low  he  met  lier  coming  out  of  tlie  oath ; 
how  she  was  the  cause  of  going  into  the 
master  of  ihe  horse's  pleasure-house,  and 
all  tliat  had  passed  to  the  moment  In  which 
hjB  was  Ibrced  to  cut  off  her  head,  to  save 
llaiia<icr'6  life ;  the  iudsre  ordered  execution 
•"O  be  stop|)cd,  and  conducted  Amgiad  to 
the  king,  taking  the  master  of  tlie  horse 
with  him. 

The  kin^  had  a  mind  to  hear  the  stor>' 
lk)m  Am»juid  himself;  and  the  prince,  tlie 
better  to  prove  his  own  innwerK^e  and  the 
master  of  the  horse'?,  took  that  opportunity 
to  disrover  who  he  was,  and  what  had  driven 
him  and  his  brother  Amad  to  that  city,  with 
all  the  accidents  tliat  had  l)efallpn  them, 
Irom  their  departure  from  the  capital  city 


of  the  isle  of  Ebene,  to  the  time  in  which 
he  talked  to  him. 

The  prince  having  done  speaking,  tha 
king  said  to  him,  I  reioice  that  I  have  bj 
this  means  come  to  tlie  knowledge  oi*  you ; 
I  not  only  five  vou  your  own  and  my  mas- 
ter of  the  horse^s  Ule,  whom  I  commend  (or 
his  kindness  to  yon,  but^  restore  him  to  hie 
office ;  and  as  lor  you,  prince,  I  declare  you 
my  grand  vizier,  to  niaKC  amends  tor  yoor 
father's  unjust  usii^e  of  you,  tliough  it  m 
also  excusanle,  and  I  permit  you  to  empiojr 
all  the  autliority  I  now  give  you  to  fiodroi& 
prince  Ai^ad. 

Prince  Amgiad  having  thanked  the  king 
of  the  city  and  country  of  magicians  for 
the  honour  he  had  done  him,  and  laldn^ 
possession  of  his  office  of  grand  vizier,  he 
took  every  possible  means  to  find  out  the 
prince  his  brother.  He  ordered  the  com- 
mon criers  to  promise  a  ^reat  reward  to  any 
one  who  should  bring  forth  prince  Assaa, 
or  tell  any  tidings  of  him.  He  sent  meS^p 
and  down  tlie  country  to  the  ssime  purpoae ; 
but  notwithstanding  aJl  his  dihgeuce,  be 
could  hear  no  news  of  him. 


77ie  Sequel  of  the  Story  of  Prince  Assad, 

Assad  in  the  meanwhile  continued  in  tha 
dungeon  in  chains ;  Bostama  and  Cavama, 
the  cunning  old  conjuror's  daughters,  treat- 
ing him  daily  with  tlie  same  cruelty  and 
inhumanity  as  at  fiivt. 

The  solemn  festival  of  the  adorers  of  fire 
approached ;  and  a  ship  vroB  fitted  out  fix 
the  fiery  mountain  as  usual ;  tlie  captain^ 
name  was  Behram,  a  great  bigot  to  thai 
religion.  He  loaded  it  with  proper  mer- 
chandise; and  when  it  was  rea<ly  to  saiL 
he  put  Assad  in  a  chciit,  which  was  liail 
full  of  goods,  a  tew  crevices  b<fing  lell  be- 
tween Uie  boards  fur  him  to  bn;athe,  enough 
to  keep  life  in  him.  This  chest  was  stowed 
in  the  bottom  of  the  hold,  lor  tlie  greater 
security. 

Before  the  sliip  sailed,  the  grand  viziet 
Amgiad,  Ass^id's  brothiT,  who  had  been 
told  that  the  adorers  of  fire  Ui^ed  to  sacri- 
fice a  Mussulman  every  year  on  the  fierj 
mountain, susi)ccteil  that  Asscid  might  have 
fallen  into  their  hands,  and  be  designed  a 
victim  at  tluit  blooil y  sucritice ;  wJierelbre 
he  resolved  to  pcarcn  the  ship  in  pt^raoo. 
He  ordei'ed  all  the  iKisi^eni^crs  and  i^^iuuea 
to  be  brought  uion  deck,  und  commander 
his  men  to  search  all  over  the  sliijt,  whkJ^ 
they  did,  yvi  Assad  could  not  bv  luuini,  h^ 
was  so  well  concealed. 

When  the  grand  vizier  had  done  search- 
ing the  vess<*l,  she  sailed,  atul  as  s^ion  as 
Bi^hnim  was  got  out  to  :^*a,  he  onlcred 
prinre  Assad  to  be  taken  out  ot*  tiie  chert, 
and  fettered,  to  secure  him,  tearing  leoM.  hi 
should  Hing  hiniiiclf  into  the  sft^a  indci^pair, 
since  he  knew  he  was  going  to  be  sfiicriticed 

The  wind  was  very  favourable  iwo  or 
three  da^'8,  and  then  it  turned  cuntraiy 
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aAer-wfaieh  there  arose  a  furious  stonn, 
and  the  veaeel  was  not  only  driven  out  of 
her  course,  but  neither  Bchram  nor  his  pilot 
knew  where  they  were.  They  were  airaid 
of  splitting  against  the  rocks,  tor  in  the 
violence  oT  tlie  storm  they  discovcre<l  land, 
and  a  dreadful  shore  before  tliem.  Bchram 
nw  he  was  driven  into  the  port  and  capital 
of  queen  Margiana,  which  was  a  great 
mortification  to  him. 

This  Qucen  Margiana  was  a  devout  pro- 
lessor  of  tiie  Mahometan  religion,  and  a 
mortal  enemy  to  tlie  adorers  of  fire.  She 
banished  all  of  them  out  of  her  dominions, 
and  would  not  let  any  of  their  sliips  touch 
at  her  ports. 

It  was  no  longer  in  the  power  of  Bchram 
DOW  to  help  putting  into  the  port  of  this 
queen's  cai)ital  city,  or  che  he  had  been 
dashed  to  pieces  against  tlie  frightful  rocks 
that  lay  oft  tlie  shore.  In  this  extremity  he 
held  a  council  with  his  pilot  and  seamen. 
My  lads,  said  he,  you  see  to  what  a  necessity 
vre  are  reduced ;  we  must  chouse  one  of 
these  two  thin^ ;  either  resolve  to  be  swal- 
lowed up  by  the  waves,  or  put  into  queen 
Margiana's  port,  whose  hatred  to  all  per- 
•OOB  ol'  our  religion  you  vcr^*  well  know. 
8he  will  certainly  Koize  our  vessel  and  nut 
128  all  to  death,  without  mercy. .  I  see  out 
one  likelv  way  to  o^apc  her,  whicli  is,  to 
take  off  the  fetters  from  the  Mussulman  we 
have  aboard,  and  drc:«  him  like  a  slave. 
When  queen  Margiana  commands  me  to 
come  before  her,  and  asks  what  tnulc  I  ui%, 
I  will  tell  her  I  deal  in  slaves ;  that  I  have 
0old  all  I  had,  but  one,  whom  I  keep  to  l)c 
my  clerk,  because  he  can  read  and  write. 
She  will  see  him,  to  be  sure,  aiid  he  being 
handsome,  and  of  her  own  religion,  will 
have  pity  on  hun.  No  doubt  she  will  then 
ask  to  buy  him  of  me,  and  on  this  condition 
will  let  us  stay  in  tlie  iwrt  till  the  weather 
m  fiur.  If  any  of  you  have  any  thing  elc^e 
to  propose,  that  will  be  of  more  advant^ige 
to  us,  I  am  rcjidy  to  hearken  to  it.  The 
pilot  and  seamen  applauded  his  judgment, 
and  agrcetl  to  lullow  his  advice. 

Behram  comniundcd  prince  Assad's  chiiins 
to  be  taken  oil',  and  hiul  him  dre£«:ed  hke  a 
■lave  very  roiatly,  as  became  one  who  ivas 
to  paas  lor  his  clerk  l)otbre  the  (lueen  of  the 
countr>'.  They  had  scarce  time  to  do  this. 
before  the  ship  drove  hito  the  t^rt,  and 
dropped  anclior. 

dueen  Miu'i!:iana's  palace  was  so  near  the 
•ea-side,  tliat  her  garden  extended  down  to 
the  sea-shore.  She  naw  tlie  ship  anchor. 
and  sent  to  the  captain  to  come  to  her,  and 
the  sooner  to  sati»'fy  her  curiotuty,  waited 
ibr  him  in  her  irarden. 

Behram.  who  rxp<»cted  to  be  sent  fi)r, 
landed  with  nrinre  Assiul :  whom  he  re- 
quired toconiinn  what  he  had  Kiid  ot'  his 
beii^  a  slave,  iuid  his  clerk.  When  he 
was  introduced  to  the  uueen,  he  threw  him- 
kU*  at  her  I'eet,  and  informed  hcrof  tiie  ne- 
hc  was  in  to  put  into  her  port;  that 
Y 


he  dealt  in  slaves,  and  had  sold  all  he  had 
but  one,  which  was  Assad  there  preKQt, 
whom  he  kept  for  his  clerk. 

'J 'he  queen  was  taken  with  Assad  from 
the  minute  she  first  saw  him,  and  was  ex 
trem(^ly  glad  to  hear  that  he  was  a  slave ; 
resolving  to  buy  him,  cost  what  it  would. 
She  asked  Assad  what  was  his  name. 

Great  (pieen,  replied  Assad,  with  tears  in 
his  eycp,  does  your  majesty  ask  what  my 
name  was  formerly,  or  what  it  is  now  1  The 
(jueen  answered,  Have  you  two  names 
then  ?  Alas !  it  is  but  too  true,  said  Assad : 
1  was  once  called  Assad  (most  happy  );  and 
now  mv  name  is  Motar  (devoted  to  be  sac- 
rificed.) 

Margiana,  not  being  able  to  find  out  the 
tnie  meaning  of  tliis  answer,  understood  it 
oi'his  condition  of  a  slave  [  for  she  perceived 
he  had  a  great  deal  of  wit.  Since  you  are 
clerk  to  the  cantiiin,  said  slie,  no  doubt  yoo 
can  write  well:  let  me  see  your  hand. 

Behram  had  furnished  Assad  with  pen, 
ink  and  paper,  as  a  token  of  his  office,  that 
the  (lueen  might  take  him  for  what  he  de- 
signed she  should. 

xhc  prince  stepped  a  httle  aside,  and 
wrote  as  fbllo^vs,  suitable  to  his  wretched 
circunifr-tances : 

*  The  bUnd  man  avoids  the  ditch  into 
whicli  the  clear-sighted  falls.  Fools  ad- 
vance themselves  to  honours  by  discourses 
wliich  signify  nothuig,  wliile  men  of  sense 
and  eIo(iuence  live  in  poverty  and  contempt. 
The  Mnsr^uinian  with  all  his  riches  is  miser- 
able. The  infidel  triumplis.  We  cannot 
lio]^  things  will  be  otherwise.  The  Al- 
mighty has  decreed  it  sliould  be  so.' 

As^ul  presented  the  )>aper  to  queen  Mar- 
giana, who  iulmired  alike  the  moral  of  the 
sentences  and  the  goodnes  of  the  writing. 
She  ncede4i  no  more  to  have  her  heart  in- 
flamed, and  to  feel  a  sincere  concern  for  his 
miHfbrtunes.  She  had  na  sooner  read  it, 
but  she  addressed  herself  to  Behram,  sa>r- 
ing,  Do  which  you  will,  either  sell  me  this 
slave,  or  make  a  present  of  him  to  me ;  |)er- 
haiJs  it  will  turn  most  to  your  account  to 
do  the  latter. 

Behram  answered  insolently,  that  he 
could  neither  give  nor  sell  him ;  that  he 
wanted  his  slave,  and  would  keep  him. 

Q,ueeii  Margiana,  provoked  at  his  bold- 
ness. Avouid  not  taJk  to  him  any  moro  about 
it.  She  t(X)k  the  prince  by  tiie  arm,  and 
turned  him  belong  her  to  the  i^alace,  send- 
ing Behnim  word,  that  if  he  stayed  the 
night  in  her  |X)rt,  she  would  confiscate  his 
gootlH,  and  burn  his  sliin.  So  he  was  forced 
to  go  back  to  his  vessel,  and  prepare  to  put 
to  sea  again,  notwithstanding  the  tempest 
was  not  yet  over. 

Queen  Margiana,  on  entering  her  palace, 
commandeii  supi^er  to  be  got  reatlv:  >uia 
while  it  was  pnividing,  she  ordercu  Ansad 
to  be  brought  into  her  apartment,  where 
she  bade  him  sit  down.  Assad  would 
have  excused  himself:  It  does  not  bekng 
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to  a  BlaTe,  said  he,  to  presome  to  thk 
honour. 

To  a  slave!  replied  the  queen ;  you  were 
io  a  moment  ago ;  henceforward  you  are 
no  more  a  slave.  Sit  down  near  me,  and 
T  tell  me  the  story  of  your  life ;  for  by  what 
you  wrote,  and  the  insolence  of  that  slave- 
merclumt,  I  pieasthcre  is  something  extra- 
ordiimry  in  it 

Prince  Assad  obeyed  her;  and,  sitting 
down,  began  thus:  Mighty  (jueen,  your 
majesty  is  not  mistaken  in  thinking  there 
is  sometlunj^  extraordinary  in  the  story  of 
my  life :  it  is  indeed  more  so  than  you  can 
imagine.  The  ills,  the  incredible  torments, 
I  have  suffered,  and  the  death  to  which  I 
was  devoted,  and  from  which  I  am  deliver- 
ed by  your  royal  generosity,  will  show  tlie 
greatness  of  my  obligation  lo  you,  never 
to  be  forgotten.  But  beibre  I  enter  into 
particulars  of  mv  miseries,  which  will  strike 
horror  into  the  hearts  of  all  that  hear  it,  1 
must  trace  the  origin  of  them  to  its  source. 

This  preamble  increased  queen  Mar- 
eiana's  curiositv.  The  prince  then  told 
ner  of  his  royal  birth ;  of  his  brother  Am- 
giad,  and  their  mutual  friendship ;  of  their 
mothers'  criminal  passion,  which  in  a  night 
turned  into  inveterate  hatred,  the  cause  of 
«dl  ^eir  sufferings ;  of  the  kin^  his  father's 
rage:  how  miraculously  their  lives  were 
savea ;  how  he  lost  his  brother ;  how  he 
had  been  lone  imprisoned  and  tortured, 
and  was  only  discharged  then  to  be  sacri- 
ficed on  the  fiery  mountain. 

When  Assad  had  finished  his  discourse, 
the  queen  was  more  than  ever  enraged  at 
the  adorenBof  fire.  Prince,  said  she,  though 
I  have  always  had  an  aversion  to  me 
adorers  of  fire,  yet  hitherto  I  have  had  some 
humanity  for  them ;  but  af\er  their  bar- 
barous usage  of  you,  and  their  execrable 
design  to  sacrifice  you,  I  will  henceforth 
decmre  perpetual  war  against  them. 

She  would  have  said  more,  but  supper 
being  served  up^  she  made  prince  Assad  sit 
down  at  table  with  her,  being  charmed  with 
his  beauty  and  eloquence,  and  touched  Avith 
a  passion  which  she  ho])ed  soon  to  have  an 
opportunity  of  letting  him  see.  Prince, 
said  she,  we  must  make  vou  amends  for  so 
many  fasts  and  wretched  meals,  which  the 
pitiless  adorere  of  fire  forced  you  to  make ; 
you  will  want  nourishment  af\er  such  suffer- 
ing. With  these  and  such  like  words  she 
helped  him  at  supper;  and  ordered  the 
prince  to  drink  a  good  deal  of  wine  to  re- 
cover his  spirits ;  by  which  means  he  drank 
more  than  he  could  well  bear. 

The  cloth  being  taken  away,  Assad 
wanting  to  go  out,  took  an  opportunity 
when  the  queen  did  not  see  him.  He  de- 
scended into  the  court,  and  seeing  the  gar- 
den door  open,  went  into  it  Being  tempted 
by  the  pleasantness  of  the  place,  he  walked 
there  a  while.  At  last  he  came  to  a  fbun- 
tam,  where  he  washed  his  face  and  hands 


to  refresh  himself  and  bring  down  on  Ae 
turf  round  the  fountain,  fell  asleep. 

It  was  almost  nisht,  and  Behram,  deter- 
mined to  prevent  the  aueenfrom  execotinr 
her  threats,  had  weighed  anchor,  troobwa 
at  the  loss  of  Assad,  hy  which  he  was  dk- 
appointed  of  a  most  acceptable  sacrifice. 
He  comforted  himself  as  well  as  he  could 
with  the  thoughts  that  the  storm  wasorer, 
and  that  a  land  breeze  favoured  his  getting 
of!'  from  that  coast.  As  soon  as  oe  was 
towed  out  of  the  port  by  the  help  of  his 
boat,  before  it  was  hoisted  up  into  the  A\p 
again.  Stop,  my  lads,  said  he  to  the  seamen 
in  it,  do  not  come  on  board  arain  ;  I  will 
give  you  some  casks  to  fill  with  water,  and 
will  wait  lor  you.  The  sailors  excused  them- 
selves, for  that  they  did  not  know  where  to 
^t  water.  Behram  had  observed,  while 
Re  was  talking  to  the  queen  in  the  garden, 
that  there  was  a  fountain  at  the  eAd  of  it, 
near  the  port.  Go,  said  he,  land  before 
the  palace-garden ;  the  wall  is  not  above 
breast  high;  j^ou  majr  easily  get  over; 
there  is  a  basin  in  the  middle  on  the  garden. 
where  you  may  fill  all  your  barrels,  and 
hand  them  abc^rd  without  difiicuity. 

Tlie  sailors  went  ashore  at  the  pfanee  he 
directed  them  to,  and  laying  their  casks 
their  shoulders,  easily  got  over  the  walL 

As  they  drew  near  the  basin,  they  pi 
ceived  a  man  sleeping  on  the  gnm^  and 
knew  him  to  be  Assad.  The;r  immedntety 
divided  themselves ;  and  while  some  of  the 
crew  filled  their  barren  with  as  little  nam 
as  possible,  others  surrounded  Assad,  and 
watched  to  stop  him  if  he  should  awake. 

He  was  fast,  and  slept  on,  giving  them 
time  to  fill  all  their  casks :  wmch,  as  sooo 
as  they  had  filled,  they  handed  over  the 
wall  to  others  of  tlieir  crew  who  waited 
there  to  carry  them  aboard. 

They  next  seized  Assad,  and  bore  lam 
away,  without  giving  him  time  to  recoUeet 
himself.  They  got  him  over  the  wall  mto 
their  boat  with  the  casks,  and  rowed  to  the 
ship.  When  they  came  near  her  thcT 
cried  out  for  joy,  Captain,  sound  >'our  tniai- 
pets,  beat  your  drums ;  we  have  broii|fat 
you  your  slave  again. 

Behram,  who  could  not  imajpine  bow^ 
seamen  could  find  and  take  him  a^sain^iw 
did  not  see  Assad  in  the  boat,  it  being  iD|ht» 
waited  their  coming  on  board  with  imi*- 
tience,  to  ask  what  they  meant ;  butirbai 
he  had  seen  him,  he  could  not  containing 
self,  so  great  was  his  ioy.  He  commaDdod 
him  to  be  chained  down  again,  witboot 
staying  to  inquire  how  they  came  by  him; 
ana  having  hoisted  the  boat  on  board,  «t 
sail  for  the  fiery  mountain. 

In  the  meanwhile  oueen  Margiaoa  wai 
in  a  dreadful  fright :  she  did  not  mochooo- 
cem  herself  at  fSrst,  when  she  fbond prinee 
Assad  was  gone  out,  because  she  £d  not 
doubt  but  he  would  return  in  a  httle  time. 
When  some  time  had  passed  without  Ui 
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mpp&anngf  ahe  began  to  be  uneasy,  and 
eommanded  her  women  to  look  lor  him. 
They  searched  all  about  without  finding 
him ;  and  nij^ht  comini^  on,  she  ordered 
them  to  search  nfcain  with  torches,  which 
ther  did  to  as  little  purpose. 

dueen  Margiana  was  so  impatient  and 
alarmed,  that  she  went  with  lights,  and 
fioding  the  garden-door  open,  went  into  it, 
and  walked  all  over  it  with  her  women,  to 
seek  for  him  herself;  and  passing  by  the 
fimntain  and  basin,  she  espied  a  slipper, 
which  she  took  up,  andlcnew  it  to  be  prmoe 
Asad's:  her  women  also  said  it  was  bin. 
The  water  being  spilt  about  theba^in,  made, 
her  believe  thatBehram  had  carried  him  off 
again.  She  sent  immediately  to  see  if  he 
was  still  in  the  port ;  and  hetiring  he  had 
■et  flail  a  little  before  it  was  dark,  that  he 
lay  to  some  time  off  the  shore,  while  he 
aent  his  boat  for  water  from  the  fountain, 
flhe  doubted  no  longer  of  the  prince's  ill  for- 
tune ;  so  she  sent  word  to  the  commander 
«f  ten  ships  of  war.  which  lay  alwa}!!  reiuly 
in  the  port,  to  sail  on  the  Niorte^t  notice, 
that  she  would  embark  hemcif  next  morn- 
ing as  soon  as  it  was  day.  T^^e  commander 
lost  no  time ;  onlered  the  captains  and  sub- 
alterns, seamen  and  soldiers  aboard,  and 
was  ready  to  sail  at  the  time  appointed. 
She  embarked ;  and  when  the  squadron 
was  at  sea,  tolil  the  commander  her  inten- 
tion :  Make  all  the  sail  you  can,  siiid  she, 
and  give  chase  to  the  merchant-man  that 
Miilea  yesterday  evening  out  of  thid  port :  I 
(pve  it  to  you  to  be  plundered,  if  you  take 
It;  if  not,  your  life  shall  answer  it. 

The  ten  shii)s  chiiscd  Bchram's  two 
whole  days  without  seeing  her.  The  third 
day  in  the  morning  they  discovered  her, 
and  at  noon  ha<l  so  surrounded  her,  that 
flhe  could  not  escape. 

As  soon  as  cruel  Behram  espied  the  ten 
riiipsofwar,  he  doubted  not  it  wiis  queen 
Margiana's  squadron  in  pursuit  of  him ;  and 
upon  that  he  onlered  Afvad  to  be  bastina- 
doed, which  he  did  every  day,  and  had  not 
misBed  once  treating  him  so  barbarously 
nnce  he  lefl  the  jmrt  of  the  city  of  ma^i- 
sians.  On  sight  of  these  ships,  he  used  hfm 
more  cruelly  than  before.  He  was  much 
perplexed  what  to  do,  when  he  found  he 
was  going  to  be  KurroundtMl.  ^  To  keep 
Aasafl,  was  to  declare  himself  guilty;  to 
kill  him  was  as  dangerous,  ibr  he  Icared 
■ome  tokens  or  other  of  it  might  be  seen. 
He  therefore  commanded  him  to  be  unfet- 
tered and  brousrilt  fmm  the  bottom  of  tlie 
hold  where  he  lay.  When  he  came  before 
hjin.  It  is  thou,  said  he,  that  art  the  raiisc 
ol'  my  lH»in£?  pun^ued ;  and  so  saying,  he 
flun£;  him  into  the  nea. 

Prince  Ass;iil  knowing  howtopwim,  made 
WD  good  use  of  his  ft^et  and  handrt,  tliat  he 
got  sale  to  shore;  the  waves  seconding  his 
bold  exertions.  The  first  tiling  he  did  afler 
he  ^t  on  shore  was  to  thsuik  Uod  who  had 
dahvered  him  from  so  great  danger,  and 


once  more  rescued  him  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  adorers  of  fire.  He  then  stripped  him- 
self, and  wringing  the  water  out  of  im 
clothes,  he  spread  tiiem  on  a  rock,  wh«re, 
by  the  heat  of  the  sun,  and  the  rock  togo- 
tner,  they  sood  dried.  Af\er  which  he  laj 
down  to  rest  himself,  deploring  his  misera- 
ble condition,  not  knowing  in  what  coon- 
tnr  he  was,  nor  which  way  to  turn  himself. 
He  dressed  himbclf  again  and  walked  on, 
keeping  as  near  the  sea  side  as  he  oculd. 
At  last  he  came  to  a  sort  of  path  which  he 
followed,  and  tni veiled  ten  days  through  a 
counirv  which  was  not  inhabited,  still  living 
on  herbs,  plants,  and  wild  fruits.  At  iasi 
he  appruaclicd  the  banks  of  a  rivulet  near 
a  city,  which  he  knew  to  be  that  of  the 
magicians,  where  he  had  been  so  ill  used, 
and  where  his  brother  Ami^ad  was  grand 
vizier:  he  was  very^lad  of  it,  resolving  not 
to  come  near  any  of  the  adorers  of  fire,  but 
only  to  converse  witli  Mussulmen ;  for  he 
remembered  he  had  seen  some  tlie  firs^ 
time  he  entered  the  town.  It  being  late, 
and  he  knowing  tlie  shops  were  already 
shut,  and  few  people  in  the  streets,  resolved 
to  stay  in  a  burying-ground  near  the  city, 
where  there  were  several  tombs  built  in  the 
form  of  mausoleums.  He  Ibund  the  door 
of  one  of  them  open  ^  he  entered  it,  and  de- 
signed to  [iOBi  tlie  night  tliere. 

\Ve  must  now  return  to  Behram's  sliip 
which  was  soon  t^urrounded  on  all  sides  by 

aueeu  Margiana^s  sfiuadron,  afler  he  had 
tirown  prince  Asssid  overboard.  The  ship 
in  which  (lueeiiMargiiuia  Wiis  in  iicrwon  first 
boarded  nini,  and  Bt*linim,  being  in  no 
conditKMi  of  defence  a^inst  so  many,  furled 
liis  sails  in  token  of  yielding. 

The  (lueen  herself  came  id)oard  him,  euid 
demanded  of  him  where  tlie  clerk  was, 
whom  he  hiul  the  boldnew  to  take  or  cause 
to  be  tjiken  out  of  her  very  palace.  Beh- 
ram replied,  O  queen !  I  swear  by  your  ma- 
ji^y,  he  is  not  in  my  ship;  you  will,  by 
searching  it,  see  my  innocence. 

Margiana  ordercil  tlie  sliip  to  be  searched 
as  narrowly  as  (KM^ible,  but  she  could  not 
find  the  man  whom  she  so  passionately 
longed  to  recpver,  as  well  out  of  love  to 
him,  as  out  of  tliat  genenitiiity  which  was 
her  distinguishhig  character.  She  waseo- 
iiif^  to  kill  Uehnim  with  her  own  hand,  but 
retrained,  contt^iiting  hersi'if  with  seizing 
his  sliip  and  cargo,  and  turning  him  and 
his  men  on  shore  in  their  Itoat. 

Behram  and  his  ni'amen  arrived  at  tlie 
city  of  the  nuigicians  the  bame  night  tliat 
Assad  di«l,  Htoi>p(;d  at  the  same  hurying 
^n)und,  the  city  gates  Iieing  sliut,  intend- 
ing to  suiy  in  sointi  tomb  till  the  next  day, 
when  they  were  oi)€Mied  agaiiL 

As  Assad's  dl  luck  would  have  it,  Beh- 
nim  piUQiH.'d  b<;tbre  that  in  wliich  the  prince 
was  sleeping.  Avith  his  head  wrapt  up  in  his 
habit :  Assad  awoke  at  the  noise  he  made 
and  asked.  Who's  there  ? 

Behram  knew  him  again  presently.  Hah, 
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hah !  said  he,  tliou  art  the  man  wlio  hast 
milled  me  tor  ever ;  thou  hast  escaped 
being  sacrificed  this  year,  but  depend  on  it 
thou  shalt  not  escape  the  next  Saying  this, 
he  flew  upon  him,  clapped  his  handkerchief 
into  his  mouth  to  prevent  his  making  a 
noise,  and  by  the  help  ot*  his  seamen  bound 
him. 

The  next  momin;?,  as  soon  as  the  city 
gates  were  onen,  Uchram  and  his  men 
easily  carried  As^d  by  a  round-about  way, 
through  streets  where  nobody  was  up,  to 
the  olu  man's  house,  where  he  had  been  so 
inhumanly  treated.  As  soon  as  he  got  in, 
ha  was  again  thrown  into  the  same  dun- 
geon. Bcnrdm  acquainted  the  old  tellow 
with  tlie  sad  occasion  of  his  return,  and  the 
ill  success  of  his  voyage.  The  old  rascal, 
upon  this,  commanded  his  two  daughter^ 
Ekistama  and  Cavama,  to  treat  Aama  more 
cruelly  than  before,  if  jx)i<sible. 

Assad  was  in  a  tombic  sun>risc  to  find 
hinu«lf  in  the  hands  of  his  old  persccutoi-s, 
from  whom  he  had  suffered  so  much,  and 
expected  to  undergo  anotlier  time  the  tor- 
ments from  which  iie  hoped  that  he  had 
been  delivered.  He  was  bemoaning  the 
rigour  of  his  dertiny,  when  he  saw  Bosta- 
ma  enter  with  a  cudgel,  a  loaf,  and  a  pit- 
cher of  \vatcr.  He  \vi\si  al  most  dead  at  the 
sight  of  tiuit  unmerciful  wretch,  and  the 
thoughts  of  the  daily  sufienngs  he  wait  to 
endure  for  another  year,  after  which  he 
was  to  die  the  most  horrible  death. 

Bostama  dealt  not  so  inhumanly  by 
prince  A:»<ad  iis  siie  h:i(l  done  the  first  time 
of  his  conHncment.  His  cries,  complaints, 
and  earnest  entreaties  to  her  to  spare  him, 
joined  with  his  tears,  were  so  moving,  that 
Bostama  could  not  help  beinff  affected  by 
them,  and  shedding  tears  with  him.  My 
lord,  siiid  she,  covering  his  shoulders  again, 
I  ask  a  thousand  pardons  for  mjr  inhuman 
treatment  of  vou  tornierly,  and  for  making 
you  iiow  leel  its  ctlect.  Till  now  I  was 
alhiid  of  disol)eying  a  fatlier,  who  is  un- 
justly enrasred  against  you,  ami  resolved 
on  your  destruction ;  but  at  last  I  loathe  and 
abhor  this  bjirbarity.  Be  cumlbi-ted ;  your 
evil  days  are  over.  I  will  ifudravour,  by 
better  trPatnient  of  you,  to  make  amends 
for  all  my  rrinies,  the  enormity  of  which 
vou  will  find  I  am  convinced  oil  You  have 
hitlierto  looked  on  me  as  an  infidel ;  hencc- 
ibrth  Ix'Iiove  me  one  of  >our  own  relij^ion  ; 
havini'  1km?!!  converted  by  a  slave,  who  is  a 
Mussulman.  1  hojH*  your  leasons  will  finish 
my  conversion.  To  show  my  good  inten- 
tions, I  first  l)cg  pardon  of  the  true  Ciod  lor 
all  my  sins,  in  dealing  so  cruelly  by  you, 
and  1  trust  he  will  p\it  it  in  my  power  to  eet 
you  entirely  at  liberty. 

The  prince  wjis  miich  comlbrted  to  hear 
her  talk  thus :  he  tlianked  the  Almighty  for 
the  change  wrnuglit  in  her  heart.  He  also 
thanke<i  her  for  her  good  disposition  to- 
wards him,  and  omitted  no  arguments 
which  he  thought  would  have  any  effect  to 


confirm  her  in  them,  by  instructmg'  her  m 
the  Mussulman  religion,  and  telling  her  his 
whole  story,  his  high  birtli,  and  adventures^ 
to  that  time.  When  he  was  convinced  she 
was  fixed  in  her  good  resolutkm,  he  asiced 
her  how  she  could  hinder  her  sister  Cavama 
knowing  it,  and  treating  him  as  barbarously 
as  she  used  to  do  ?  Let  not  that  troulje 
you,  repli(xl  Bostama:  I  know  how  to  order 
matters  so  that  she  snail  never  come  near 
you. 

Aiul  as  she  said,  slie  every  day  prevented 
her  coming  down  into  the  dungeon,  iHiere 
slie  ollen  vktiied  the  prince,  and  instead  ot 
carryin^:  him  bread  and  water,  she  brouglit 
him  the  best  wine  and  the  choicest  victuals 
site  could  get,  which  was  prepared  by  her 
twelve  Mahometan  slaves.  She  eat  with 
him  herself  from  time  to  time,  and  ^d  her 
utmost  to  make  his  confinement  oomibrta- 
ble. 

A  few  days  aflcrwards,  Bostama,  as  she 
stood  at  her  fatlier's  door,  heard  the  public 
crier  making  proclamation :  but  she  could 
not  hear  what  it  was  about,  being  too  far  o£ 

As  he  came  near  her  fathers  nouse,  she 
withdrew  into^  holdinj?  the  door  halfopen, 
perceiving  he  went  before  the  grand  vizier 
Amgiad,  orother  to  Asssid;  w^Iio  wasac 
companied  by  several  otficers,  and  othei 
attendants,  walking  before  and  behind  hinw 

The  crier,  going  a  few  steps  from  the 
house,  n'peated  tlie  proclamation  with  a 
loud  voice,  as  follows:  'The  most  excel- 
lent and  illustrious  grand  vizier,  is  come  in 
person  to  seek  for  his  de^xr  brother,  from 
whom  he  was  separated  about  a  year  ago ; 
he  is  a  young  mim  of  such  a  peraon ;  il^any 
one  has  him  m  keeping,  or  knows  where  he 
is,  his  excellency  commands  that  they 
bring  him  forth,  or  give  him  notice  where 
he  pjiall  find  him,  promising  a  great  reward 
to  the  i)erson  that  shall  so  do :  if  any  one 
conceals  him,  and  he  is  found,  his  excel- 
lencv  declares  he  shall  be  puiiislied  with 
death,  togt^ther  with  his  wife,  children,  and 
all  his  iamily,  and  his  house  be  razcxl  to  the 
ground.'  Bostfima,tis  soon  as  she  had  heard 
this,  shut  the  door  as  fast  as  she  could,  and 
ran  to  ^Vssad  in  the  dunireon.  Prince,  sakl 
she,  with  joy,  your  troubles  arc  at  an  end. 
follow  me  immediately.  8 he  had  takes  ott 
his  fetters  the  first  day  he  was  i>ruught  in. 
So  the  prince  followed  her  into  the  street. 
where  she  cried,  There  he  is!  Uiere  he  is! 

The  gnmd  vizier,  wlio  was  not  far  thnn 
the  house,  returned.  Assad  knew  him  to  be 
his  brother,  ran  to  him,  and  embniced  hink 
Amgiad,  who  presently  recollected  him, re- 
turned liis  embrace  with  all  iK)s^ible  teiuier- 
neps,  made  him  mount  one  of  his  officer^ 
horses,  who  alighted  for  that  purpose,  ood 
conducted  him  in  triumph  to  the^wJaoe, 
where  he  presented  him  to  the  king,  by 
whom  he  was  advanced  to  the  post  of  a 
vizier. 

Bostama  would  not  return  to  her  father^ 
house,  which  was  the  next  dajr  razed  to  the 
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ground,  but  kept  prince  Aand  in  sight,  and 
was  sent  to  the  queen's  apartment 

The  old  man,  her  father,  and  Bchram, 
and  all  their  families,  were  brought  before 
the  king,  who  condemned  them  to  be  be- 
headed. They  tlircw  themselves  at  his  feet, 
and  imploredhis  mercy.  There ']»  no  mercy 
fbr  you  to  expect,  said  the  king,  unless  you 
renounce  your  aaoiin^  of  fire,  and  profess 
the  Mahometan  religion. 

They  accepted  the  condition^  and  were 
pardoned  at  the  intercession  or  Astsad,  in 
consideration  of  Bostama's  friendsliip  ;  for 
whose  sake  Cavama's  life,  and  the  lives  of 
the  rest  of  their  families,  were  saved. 

Amf  iad,  in  consideration  of  Behmm  turn- 
ing Mussulman,  and  to  compensate  fbr  his 
loss,  which  lie  had  suflered  before  he  de- 
served his  favour,  made  him  one  of  his  prin- 
cipal officers,  and  lodged  him  in  his  house. 
Behram  beiiur  iiubrmed  of  Amgiad  and  his 
biother  AssaiPs  story,  proposed  to  his  bene- 
factor to  fit  out  a  vessel  to  convey  them  to 
their  father  king  Camaralzaman's  court : 
For,  said  he,  the  king  must  certainly  have 
heard  of  your  innocence,  and  impatiently 
desire  to  see  you  ere  this;  otlierwise  we 
can  easily  inform  him  of  the  truth  before  we 
land ;  and  if  he  is  still  in  the  same  mind,  you 
can  but  return  hither. 

The  two  brothers  accepted  the  proposal. 
communKated  it  to  tlie  lung  of  the  city  of 
the  magicians,  who  approved  of  it,  and 
commanded  a  ship  to  be  equipped.  Behram 
undertook  the  emi)loyment  cheerfully,  and 
soon  got  in  readiness  to  sail.  The  two 
princes,  when  they  understood  the  sliip  was 
ready,  waited  upon  the  king  one^  morning 
to  take  their  leave  of  him.  While  tliey 
were  making  their  compliments,  and  thank- 
ing the  king  for  liis  favours^  they  were  in- 
terrupted by  a  great  tumult  m  the  city ;  and 
presently  an  officer  came  to  give  them 
notice,  that  a  numerous  army  was  advanc- 
ing against  the  city,  nobody  knowing  who 
they  were,  or  whence  they  came. 

The  kinff  being  alarmed  at  the  news, 
Amgiad  addrefBeu  himself  to  liim  thus: 


honour  me,  I  am  ready  to  do  you  all  the 
■ervice  in  my  power.  1  desire,  therefore. 
that  you  would  be  pleased  to  let  me  go  and 
tee  who  this  enemy  is,  that  comes  to  attack 
Tou  in  your  capital  city,  without  having 
first  declared  war. 

The  Vme  desired  him  to  do  so.  Amgiad 
departed  from  liim  immediately,  with  a 
very  small  retinue,  to  «;c  what  eneniy  ap- 
proached, and  what  was  the  reason  of  their 
coming. 

It  was  not  long  before  prince  Amgiad  de- 
■eried  the  army,  which  appeared  very  for- 
midable, and  which  approached  nearer  and 
nearer.  The  advanced  euards  received 
bim  favourably,  and  conducted  him  to  a 
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princeaa,  who  stopped,  and  commanded  her 
army  to  halt,  while  she  talked  with  the 
prince;  who^  bowing  profoundly  to  her, 
(iemanded  if  she  came  as  a  friend  or  an 
enemy?  if  as  an  enemy,  what  cause  of 
complaint  she  had  agamst  the  king,  hk 
master  ? 

I  come  as  a  friend^  replied  the  princess, 
and  have  no  cause  of  complaint  agamst  the 
kinjg  of  the  city  of  the  magicians :  liis  terri- 
tories and  mine  are  so  situated,  that  it  is  al- 
most impossible  fur  us  to  have  any  disputes. 
I  only  come  to  rec}uire  a  slave,  nameiid  As- 
sad, to  be  delivered  up  to  me.  He  was 
carried  away  by  one  Behram,  a  captain  of 
i\  sliip  belonging  to  this  city,  the  most  inso- 
lent man  in  the  world.  I  nope  your  king 
will  do  me  justice,  when  he  knows  I  am 
Margiana. 

The  prince  answered,  Mighty  gueen,  the 
slave  whom  you  take  so  much  pains  to  seek 
tor  is  my  brother ;  I  lost  him.  and  have 
found  him  again.  Come,  ana  I  will  de- 
liver him  up  to  you  mveelf,  and  will  do  my- 
self the  honour  to  tell  you  the  rest  of  the 
story :  the  king  my  master  will  rejoice  to 
8ee>'ou. 

The  queen  ordered  her  army  to  pitch 
their  tents,  and  encamp  where  they  were, 
and  accompanied  prince  Amgiad  to  the 
city  and  palace,  where  he  presented  her  to 
the  king,  who  received  her  in  a  manner 
becoming  her  dignity.    Assad,  who  was 

R resent,  and  knew  her  as  soon  as  he  saw 
er,  also  paid  his  respects  to  her.  She 
showed  ^reat  joy  at  the  sight  of  him ;  and 
wliile  they  were  thus  engaged,  tidings 
came  that  an  army  more  powerful  than 
the  former  approached  on  the  other  side  of 
tlie  city. 

The  king  of  the  magicians  was  more  ter- 
rified than  before,  undcrBtanding  the  second 
army  was  more  numerous  than  the  first; 
for  lie  saw  this  by  the  clouds  of  dupt  they 
raisetl,  which  hid  the  face  of  the  heavens. 
Amgiad,  cried  he,  what  shall  we  do  now  ? 
a  new  army  comes  to  destroy  us.  Amgiad 
guessed  what  the  king  meant ;  he  mounted 
on  horseback  again,  and  gallopped  towards 
the  second  army.  He  demanded  of  the 
advanced  guards  to  speak  with  their  gene- 
ral ;  tiicy  conducted  him  to  a  kin£[,  fbr  such 
he  was  He  saw  by  the  crown  on  liis  head.— 
When  he  drew  near  him,  he  alighted, 
prostrated  himself  to  the  ground,  andasked 
what  he  required  of  the  king,  his  master. 

The  monarch  replied,  I  am  Gaiour,  king 
of  China;  my  desire  to  learn  tidings  of  a 
daughter,  whose  name  is  Badonm,  whom 
I  married  toCiunaralzaman.sonof  Scliah- 
zaman.  king  of  the  isles  of  the  Children  ol' 
Khaledan,  obliged  me  to  leave  my  domi- 
nk>ns.  Jsufikredthatprincetogotoseehk 
father  Schahzaman,  king  of  the  isles  of  tht 
Children  of  Khaledan,  oo  oonditkNi  he  came 
back  in  a  year  with  my  daughter;  from 
that  time  I  have  hnra  nothiog  of  them. 
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Your  kmg  will  lar  an  inflnile  obtigatkui  on 
■n  tilflicted  lather,  to  tell  him  U'  he  knows 
triuU  ii  beeooM  of  them. 

Prince  Amgiad,  perceiving  by  hie  die- 
coune  that  the  king  woi  his  grandfather, 
kimed  Us  hand  with  tenderness,  and  an- 
•wered  him  thus :  Sir,  1  hope  your  maiesty 
will  pardon  my  Ireedom,  when  you  know 
that  I  take  it  only  to  pay  my  duly  lo  my 
grandlather:  I  um  the  eonorCamnralza- 
man,  kingoftheisleolEbene.  andofoneen 
Bailouia,  tor  whom  you  are  thus  troubled : 
and  1  doubt  not  but  they  are  both  in  good 
benlth  in  their  kingdom. 

The  king  of  Chma,  oveijoyed  lo  see  hv< 
grandaon.  tenderly  embraced  him.    Six-I 


what  ocoaaion  he  came  mio  a  straii!;* 
country,  the  prince  told  liim  all  that  Ii:i< 
happened  to  nim  and  his  brother  A*-ail. 
when  he  had  endel  hia  relation,  My  i^>>n 
replied  the  king  of  China,  it  i»:iot  met  Ih\-A 
«ich  innocent  princes  as  you  are  phoultl  !< 
bn^r  iti  Uied.  Comtbrt  yourself;  I  k\] 
carry  you  and  your  brother  home,  and  miiki 
your  peace.  Return,  and  acquaint  juiie 
brother  with  my  arrival. 

Willie  the  kine  of  China  encamped  ii 
the  same  place  where  prince  Amgiad  i>j'  i 
hira.  that  prince  returned  to  let  the  kinj/  i>: 
the  maeiciana,  who  waited  lor  him  inipa 
tiently,  know  how  he  had  succeeded. 

The  king  was  amazed  that  ao  mighi  y  n 
king  aa  heofChina  should  undertake  sin.-l 
a  long  and  troublesome  jourhev,  out  cif  ;: 
desire  lo  pee  his  daughter,  and  that  he  wa^ 
so  near  his  capital.  He  gave  ordem  i< 
make  things  ready  lor  his  reception,  :iiii^ 
went  forth  to  r —  '  '~ 


in  the  meanwhile  stay  for  tbem.  Thejr 
<leparted  immediately ;  and,  coming  up  to 
it,  were  presented  to  the  kine  to  wttom  the 
army  belonsed  ;  and,  after  having  taluled 
hira  with  due  reverence,  they  dentanded 
on  what  design  tie  approached  so  nesr  the 
kingofthe  rangicians  capital.    Thegrand 


_.  .. ;  and  suddenly  newe  came  of  the  tii  - 
rival  of  a  third  armv,  wtiich  obliged  ihi' 
king  to  stop,  and  to  desire  the  prince  A  rn- 
giaa  once  more  to  Bee  who  they  were,  Mmi 
00  what  account  thev  came.  \mp;ui 
went  accordingly,  ana  prince  ABsaiT  ru'- 
companied  him.  They  tbund  it  wasl.'^i- 
niaralzaman  their  father's  army,  wirh 
which  he  was  coming  to  seek  for  tli-  rn. 
He  was  ao  grieved  for  the  Sow  of  his  wmj 
that  at  last  emir  Giondar  declared  lion  hi' 
had  saved  their  lives,  which  made  him  ri'- 
lolve  to  go  and  see  towards  what  couiiiri. 
the  two  princes  had  travelled. 

The  afflic(e<i  father  embraced  the  H\i> 
princes  with  ik>oda  of  tears  ofjoy,  whjrh 
put  an  end  to  (hose  he  had  a  long  [im>- 
■hed  for  grief  The  princes  had  no  boo^it 
told  him  the  king  of  China,  hie  father  In- 
law, was  arrive  J,  but  he.  with  them  an  <  I  .i 
Hnall  party,  rode  to  wait  upon  him  in  l.r>- 
eamp.  They  had  not  gonefar  before  tN'i 
nw  K  fourth  army,  advancing  in  g;HH| 
order,  which  teemed  to  come  from  Pei^  i 

Cannralzaman  told  the  two  priocei  <■> 
(o  ud  Me  what  anaj  it  vai,  and  be  would 


,_  whom  you  eiieak  is  Schahzaman,  king 
of  ihc  idles  of  the  Children  of  Khaledan: 
who  hax  a  long  time  travelled,  thus  Bttend- 


The  princes  only  rei)!ied,th«t they  wonld 
bring  him  an  ansiver  in  a  little  lime :  and, 
g^lloi)ping  back  as  fast  as  ther  eoatd,  told 
Cumaralzaman  it  was  king  Srfmbzaman'B 
army,  and  thai  the  king  hn  father  was  with 


Wbfide 


leave  of  him,  had  such  an  etlecton  kiag 
Camaralzaman,  that  he  fainted  as  soon  aa 
he  heard  he  was  so  near.  Prince  Amgwd 
and  prince  Aread,  by  their  atsiduitieiL  at 
length  brought  him  to  himself;  and  wben 
he  had  recovered  his  strength,  he  went  to 
his  father's  tent,  and  threw  himsetf  at  hk 
feet- 

Never  was  there  a  more  movins;  brier- 
view  betivcen  a  father  and  a  son.  Schnh- 
zaman  kindly  upbrBJded  CamaralKainan 
witli  unbindncffi  m  so  cruelly  leaving-  bfln ; 
and  Camaralzaman  discovered  a  beaitr 
sorrow  for  ttie  fault  whk;h  love  had  orgM 
him  to  commit. 

'i'he  tlireo  kings  and  queen  Bfargiana 
stayed  three  days  at  the  court  of  the  king 
of  the  magicians,  who  treated  them  mag- 
nificently. These  three  days  were  ren- 
dered more  remarkable  by  prince  Aaod^ 
marriage  with  queen  Margiana,  and  piiaee 
Amsiail  witli  Boitama,  for  the  service  ^ 
haduone  liis  brother  A«ad. 

At  last  the  three  kings,  and  queen  Mar- 
giana,  with  her  husband  Asmd,  returaed 
tn  their  rei^pective  kingdoms.  As  Ibr  Am- 
giad,  the  king  of  the  magicians  had  soeh 
an  affection  for  him,  he  would  not  part  tnth 
him;  and  being  very  old,  he  rcstgncid  hK 
croivn  to  him.  Am»iad,  when  he  had  the 
supreme  authority,  did  his  utmoet  to  exter- 
minate the  worship  of  fire,  and  establnfa  the 
Mahometan  religion  throughout  hk  d»- 


it  in  the  daTcoT the  cahpfa  Haraon  A 
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i&amedZiDebL  They  were  couaim,  the 
t  of  two  brothers.  Zinebi  not  thinking  it 
proiier  to  oommit  the  aciminifitration  oflus 
Affiiira  to  one  single  vizier,  made  choice  of 
twa  Khacan  and  Saouy. 

Khacan  was  of  a  sweet,  ^nerous,  and 
affid>le  temper,  and  took  a  pnde  in  obliging 
10  the  utmost  of  his  power  tnoBe  with  whom 
he  had  any  concern,  without  the  least  hin- 
derance  to  justice,  whkh  he  was  obliged  to 
distribute  \  so  that  he  was  univeraaUy  re- 
spected at  court,  in  the  city,  and  through- 
out the  whole  kingdom ;  and  the  praines  he 
so  highly  deserved  were  the  general  theme. 

Saouy  was  of  a  auite  different  chamct(*r  : 
he  was  always  sullen  and  morose,  and  dis- 
fTUsted  every  body,  without  regard  to  their 
rank  or  quality.  Instead  of  making  himself' 
bek>ved  and  eidmired  lor  hie  richi^s,  he  was 
00  periect  a  miser  as  to  deny  himselfthe  ne- 
cessaries of  life.  In  short,  nobody  could  en- 
dure him,  and  nothing  good  was  said  ofhim. 
But  wliat  increased  tlie  people's  hatred 
against  him  the  more,  was  his  implacable 
aversun  to  Khacan;  always  interpreting 
in  the  worst  sense  the  actk>ns  of  that  woi^ 
thy  ministeiQ  and  endeavouring  to  do  him 
all  the  ill  offices  imaginable  wim  tlie  king. 

One  day,  after  council,  the  kin^ofBal^o- 
ra  amused  himself  with  his  two  viziers  and 
some  other  members  of  the  council.  The 
conversation  turned  upon  the  women  slaves 
that  are  daily  bought  and  sold,  and  arc  with 
us  almost  accounted  in  the  same  rank  with 
our  lawful  wives.  Some  were  of  opinion 
that  it  was  enough  if  the  slave  so  bought 
was  beautiful  and  well-shaped,  to  make 
amends  ibr  the  wives,  which  very  often,  oo 
account  of  alliance  or  interest  in  families, 
men  are  obliged  to  marry,  though  they  are 
not  alwBs  the  greatest  beauties,  or  possess- 
ed of  any  periectwn,  either  of  mind  or  body. 

Others  maintained,  and  amongst  the  rest 
Khacan,  that  neitlier  beauty  nor  all  bodily 
perfections  were  the  only  thmgs  to  be  desi- 
red in  a  slave,  but  that  they  ought  to  be 
aocompam'ed  with  a  great  share  of  wit, 
prudence,  modesty,  and  agreeableness,  ami 
li'posuble,  much  pleasing  knowledge.  The 
reason  they  gave  ibr  it  was,  that  notliing 
could  be  more  agreeable  to  persoiu*  on 
whom  the  management  of  important  affairs 
depends,  than  alter  having  f^pent  the  whole 
day  in  that  fati/^ing  employment,  to  liave 
a  companion  m  their  retirement,  whose 
etmversation  is  not  only  pleasing,  but  iiaeful 
and  amusing ;  for.  in  sliort.  continued  they, 
there  is  but  little  dilfejience  between  brutes 
and  those  men  who  keep  a  slave  only  to 
fook  at,  and  gratify  a  pasuk>n  that  we  have 
in  common  with  them. 

The  king  was  entirely  of  their  opinkm 
who  spoke  last,  and  he  gave  a  proof  of  it, 
by  ordering  Khacan  to  buy  him  a  slave,  a 
perfect  beauty,  mistress  of  all  those  quahfi- 
cAtions  they  had  iust  mentbned,  and  m  par- 
ticular, possessea  of  knowledge. 
8aouy,  jealous  of  the  booour  the  king  had 


done  Khacan,  and  being  of  a  contrary  opi- 
nk>n,  said.  Sire,  it  will  oe  very  difficult  to 
find  a  slave  so  accomplished  as  ^our  ma- 
jesty requires ;  and  should  they  light  u()on 
such  a  one,  (as  I  scarce  believe  they  wilD 
she  will  be  a  cheap  bargain  at  ten  thousand 
piece£>  of  gold.  Saouy,  replied  the  king,  I 
perceive  plainly  you  think  it  too  great  a 
sum  ^it  may  be  so  for  ;rou,  though  not  for 
me.  Then  turning  to  his  high  treasurer,  he 
ordered  him  to  send  the  ten  thousand  pieces 
of  gold  to  the  vizier's  house. 

Khacan,  as  soon  as  he  came  home,  sent 
for  all  the  brokers  who  used  to  deal  in 
women  slaves,  and  strictly  charged  them 
that  if  ever  they  met  with  a  slave  that 
answered  the  descriptwn  he  gave  them, 
they  sliould  come  ana  acquaint  him  witli  it 
The  brokers  partly  to  oblige  the  vizier,  and 
partly  for  their  own  interest,  oroihised  to 
use  their  utmost  endeavours  to  thid  out  one 
to  his  liking.  Scarce  a  day  passed  but  they 
brought  him  one ;  but  he  always  found 
some  fault  or  other. 

One  day,  as  Khactm  was  getting  on  horse- 
back, very  early  in  the  morning  to  go  to 
court,  a  broker  came  to  him,  and  catciiing 
hold  of  the  stirrup  with  ^^reat  eagerness, 
told  him  there  was  a  Persian  merchant  ar^ 
rived  very  late  the  day  betbre,  who  had  a 
slave  to  sell,  so  surpriiiingly  beautiful,  that 
slie  'excelled  all  m  omen  that  his  eyes  had 
ever  beheld :  and  for  wit  and  knowledge, 
addo<l  he,  tlie  meichant  engages  she  bliall  - 
match  the  finest  witi,  and  tiic  most  learned 
persons  of  the  a^e. 

Khacan,  oveijoyed  at  this  news,  which 
made  him  hope  for  a  favourable  opportu- 
nity of  making  his  court  ordered  him  to 
bring  the  slave  to  his  palace  against  his 
return,  and  continued  his  journey. 

The  broker  failed  not  to  be  at  the  vizier^ 
at  the  appointed  hour ;  and  Kliacan.  find- 
ing the  lovely  slave  so  much  beyond  his  ex- 
pectations, immediately  gave  her  the  name 
of  the  Fair  Persian.  As  he  had  an  infinite 
deal  of  wit  and  learning,  he  soon  jwrceived 
by  her  convensition,  that  it  was  m  vain  to 
seiirch  fartlier  for  a  slave  tliat  6urINl^l^cd 
her  in  any  of  those  qualifications  required 
by  the  king,  and  tliereforc  he  asked  the 
broker  at  what  rate  the  Persian  merchant 
valued  her. 

Sir,  replied  the  broker,  he  is  a  man  of  few 
wonis  in  bargaining ;  and  he  tells  me,  that 
the  very  lowest  price  he  can  part  with  her 
at,  is  ten  thousand  pieces  of  gold.  He  has 
also  sworn  to  me,  that  without  reckoning  his 
care  and  pains,  from  tlie  time  of  his  firel 
taking  charge  of  her.  he  lias  laid  out  pretty 
near  Uie  sum  uion  her  educatkm,  in  mus- 
ters to  accomplish  both  her  bodj  and  her 
mind,  besides  clotlies  and  maintenance; 
and  as  he  always  thought  her  fit  for  a  king, 
so  from  lier  very  infancy,  when  he  first 
bought  her,  he  has  not  been  sparing  of  any 
thing  that  might  contribute  towards  ad- 
vmoeuig  hv  to  that  high  honour.    She 
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pla^  upon  all  sortB  of  instruments  to  per- 
nH^tion;  she  siiigs,  dances,  writes  better 
than  the  most  celebrated  authors,  makes 
veraes,  and,  in  short,  there  is  scarce  any 
book  but  she  has  reau ;  so  that  there  never 
was  a  slave  of  so  ^reat  a  capacity  heard  of 
before. 

The  vizier  Khacan,  who  understood  the 
merit  of  the  Fair  Persian  better  than  the 
broker,  who  only  reported  what  he  had 
heard  from  the  roercnant,  was  unwilling  to 
drive  off  the  bargain  to  another  time ;  and 
therefore  sent  one  of  his  servants  to  look 
afleit  the  merchant,  where  the  broker  told 
him  he  was  to  be  found. 

As  soon  as  the  Pereian  merchant  came, 
It  is  not  for  myself,  but  the  king,  said  the 
Tizier  Khacan,  that  I  buy  your  slave ;  but 
however,  you  must  let  him  have  her  at  a 
more  reasonable  price  than  what  you  have 
set  upon  her. 

Sir,  replied  the  merchant,  I  should  do  my- 
self an  unspeakable  honour  in  offering  her 
as  a  present  to  his  majesty,  if  it  became  a 
person  in  my  situation  to  make  him  one  of 
such  inestimable  value.  I  ask  no  more  than 
her  education  and  accomplishments  have 
cost  me ;  and  all  I  have  to  say  is,  that  I  be- 
lieve his  majesty  will  be  extremely  pleased 
with  the  purchase. 

The  vizier  Khacan  would  no  fonger  t^iand 
bargaining  with  the  merchant,  but  paid 
him  the  monej^  down  immediately.  Sir, 
said  he  to  the  vizier,  upon  taking  his  leave 
of  him,  since  the  slave  is  designed  for  the 
king's  use,  give  me  leave  to  tell  you,  that 
being  extremely  iktigued  with  our  long 
journey,  jrou  see  her  at  a  great  disadvan- 
tage ;  and  though  she  has  not  her  equal  in 
the  world  for  beauty,  yet  if  you  please  to 
keep  her  at  your  own  house  but  a  fortnight 
and  take  a  httle  pains  with  her,  she  will 
appear  quite  another  creature  :  after  that, 
jrou  maV  present  her  to  the  king  with  ho- 
nour ana  credit ;  for  which  I  hope  you  will 
think  yourself  much  obliged  to  me.  The 
sun,  you  see,  has  a  little  altered  her  com- 
plexbn ;  but  after  two  or  three  times  bath- 
ing, and  when  you  have  dreeeed  her  as 
you  think  proi)er,  she  will  be  so  changed 
that  she  will  appear  to  your  eyes  infinitely 
more  charming  than  now. 

Khacan  was  much  pleased  with  the  ad- 
vice the  merchant  gave  him,  and  was  re- 
solved to  follow  it  He  assigned  the  Fair 
Persian  a  partu^ular  anartment  near  his  la- 
dy's, whom  he  desired  to  invite  her  to  an 
entertainment,  and  henceforth  treat  her  as 
a  person  designed  for  the  king^ ;  he  also  en- 
treated her  to  ffet  several  suits  of  the  rich- 
est clothes  for  her  that  could  be  had,  an<l 
that  became  her  best.  Before  he  took  his 
leave  of  the  Fair  Persian,  Your  hapi)inef«, 
madam,  said  he,  cannot  be  greater  than 


you  than  I  am  in  having  discharged  tiie 
commission  his  majesty  hhs  honoured  me 
with.  I  think  it,  however,  my  duty  to  wain 
you,  that  I  have  a  son,  who,  though  he  doei 
not  want  wit,  yet  is  young,  insinuating,  and 
forward ;  and  to  cautk>n  you  how;roa  suffbr 
him  to  come  near  you.  The  Fair  Penian 
thanked  him  for  his  good  advice ;  and  after 
she  had  given  him  an  assurance  of  her  in- 
tention to  follow  it,  he  withdrew. 

Noureddin,  for  so  the  vizier's  eoo  was 
named,  had  free  access  to  hie  mochei^ 
apartment,  with  whom  he  usually  eat  hit 
meals.  He  was  very  genteel,  young,  agree" 
able,  and  bold ;  ana  being  master  of  tunui- 
dance  of  wit  and  readiness  oTezpreaion, 
had  the  art  of  persuading  oChen  as  he 
pleased.  He  saw  the  Fair  PeraiaD:  and 
from  the  first  interview,  though  he  Imew 
his  father  had  bought  herporj^ittlv  for  the 
king,  and  had  declared  the  same  to  him,  yet 
he  never  used  the  leastendeavoors  to  check 
the  violence  of  his  passbn.  In  short,  he  re- 
signed himself  wholly  to  the  power  of  her 
charms,  by  which  his  heart  was  at  fint 
conquered;  and  from  his  first  oonveraatioo 
with  her,  he  resolved  to  employ  his  utmost 
endeavours  to  get  her  from  the  Idng. 

On  the  other  nand,  the  Fair  Peiwui  had 
no  dislike  to  Noureddin.  The  vizier,  nid 
she  to  herself,  has  done  me  honour  to  par- 
chase  me  for  the  king  of  Balaora ;  bbl  I 
should  liave  thought  mvself  very  happy,  if 
he  had  designed  me  only  for  his  own  eon. 

Noureddin  was  not  backward  in  moWiiy 
use  of  the  advantage  of  seeing  and  eon- 
versing  with  a  beauty  he  was  so  pasioQ- 
ately  enamoured  with;  for  he  never  would 
leave  her  till  his  mother  forced  him  to  do  it 
My  son.  said  she,  it  is  not  proper  for  a  young 
maa  like  you  to  be  always  in  the  wom^ra 
apartment :  go,  mind  your  studies,  and 
endeavour  to  qualify  youreelf  to  succeed 
your  father  in  His  high  posts  and  honoors. 

It  being  a  great  while  since  the  F^ 
Persian  Had  bathed  upon  account  of  her 
long  journey,  the  vizier's  lady,  five  or  ax 
dayp  after  she  was  purchased,  ordered  the 
bath  in  her  own  house  to  bo  got  ready  pur- 
posely for  her.  She  sent  her  to  it,  with  many 
ol  Jier  women  slaves,  who  were  charged  i^ 
the  vizier's  lady  to  be  as  attentive  to  herai 
to  herself:  and  alter  bathing,  to  put  her  oo 
a  very  rich  suit  of  clothes  that  she  had  pro- 
vided for  her.  She  was  the  nH>re  carefiil, 
in  order  to  ingratiate  herself*  with  her  hor 
band,  bv  lettinap  him  see  how  much  she  in- 
terested  hersell  in  every  thing  that  contri- 
buted to  his  pleasure. 

•  As  soon  as  she  came  out  of  tlie  bath,  the 
Fair  Persian,  a  thousand  times  more  beau- 
tiful than  ever,  she  appeared  to  Khacan 
when  he  brought  her,  went  to  make  a  visit 
to  his  lady,  who  at  first  sight  hardly  knew 
her.    The  Fair  Persian  kissed  her  nand  in 


what  I  am  about  to  procure  lor  you:  you    .„— ^  .„ 

shall  judg^  for  yourself;  it  is  for  the  lung  a  very  graceful  manner,  anid  said  to  heri 
hunsclf  ihave purchased  you,  and  I  hope  I  Madam,  I  know  not  how  you  like  me  in 
he  will  be  better  pleased  with  pogessing  this  dress  you  have  pleased  to  order  fiirmt ; 
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bol  joaat  womeiii  who  tell  me  it  becomes 
me  m>  extremel:f  weljL  they  should  scarce 
know  me,  certainly  flatter  me:  from  you 
alone  I  expect  to  hear  the  truth ;  but,  if* 
what  they  say  be  really  so.  I  am  indebted 
to  you,  madam,  for  the  advantage  it  has 
given  me. 

Oh !  my  daughter,  cried  the  vizier's 
lady,  tran^xHted  with  joy,  you  have  no  rea- 
ton  to  believe  my  women  have  flattered 
you:  I  am  better  skilled  in  b^iuty  than 
they :  and,  setting  adde  your  dress,  which 
becomes  you  admirably  well,  your  beauty 
is  BO  much  improved  oy  the  bath,  that  i 
hardly  knew  you  mysell*.  If  I  thought  the 
bath  was  warm  enoueh,  I  would  t^e  my 
turn ;  for  I  am  now  of  an  age  that  reuuires 
frequent  use  of  it.  Madam,  replied  the 
Fair  Peruan,  I  have  nothing  to  say  to  the 
undeserved  civilities  you  have  been  pleased 
to  show  me :  but  as  for  the  fa«ith,  it  is  in 
wonderful  nne  order;  and  if  you  design  to 
go  in,  you  have  no  time  to  lose,  as  your 
women  can  inform  you  as  well  as  I. 

The  vizier's  lady,  considering  that  she 
had  not  bathed  for  some  days  pE^,  was  de- 
■roustomakeuseofthatonportunity;  and 
accordingly  she  acquainted  her  women  with 
her  intention,  who  immediately  prepared 
all  thin^  necessary  on  such  an  occasion. 
The  Fair  Persian  withdrew  to  her  apart- 
ment; and  the  vizier's  lady,  before  she 
went  to  bathe,  ordered  two  little  leniEile 
slaves  to  stay  with  her,  with  a  strict  charge, 
that  if  Noureddin  came,  they  should  not 
give  him  admittance. 

While  the  vizier's  lady  was  bathing,  and 
the  fair  slave  alone  in  her  apartment,  in 
came  Noureddin,  and  not  fincling  his  mo- 
ther in  her  chamber,  went  directly  to  the 
Fair  Persian's,  where  he  found  the  two 
little  slaves  in  the  antechamber:  he  asked 
them  where  his  mother  was  ?  They  told 
him,  in  the  bath.  Where  is  the  Fair  Per- 
sian, then?  replied  Noureddin.  In  her 
chamber^  anf»WL*red  the  elaves;  hut  we 
have  positive  ordeps  from  your  mother  not 
to  let  you  go  in. 

The  entrance  into  the  Fair  Persian's 
chamber  hoing  only  covered  with  a  pitH!e  of 
tapeiftiy,  Noureddin  went  to  lif^  it  up,  in 
order  to  go  in.  but  intis  opposed  by  the  two 
slaves,  who  clapp«»d  themselves  jiist  before 
it,  on  purpoKp  to  stop  Wi<  |>jt«!ag'c :  he  pre- 
sently aiuffht  hold  of  them  lK>th  by  the 
amis,  and,  thrusting  thoin  out  of  the  nnte- 
ehamber,  locked  the  door  ujioii  them.  Away 
tliey  imnuHliatclv  ran,  with  a  fjreut  outcry, 
to  Che  bath,  and.  with  tears  in  their  eyti, 
told  their  lady,  that  Noureddin,  having 
driven  Uiem  a\my  by  tbrt*e,  was  got  into 
the  Fair  IVivian's  chamber. 

The  vizier's  lady  received  the  astonish- 
ing news  of  her  son's  prewumpt ion  with  the 
gteutest  concern.  She  immediately  left 
od*  bathing,  and,  dressing  herself  with  all 
possible  speed;  came  directly  to  the  Fair 


Persian's  chamber:  but  before  dbt  oould 
get  thither^  Nouredain  was  gone. 

The  Fair  Persian  was  extremely  top- 
prised  to  see  the  vizier's  lady  enter  her 
chamber  all  in  tears,  and  in  the  utmost  con- 
fusion. Madam,  said  she  to  her,  may  1 
presume  to  ask  the  occasion  of  your  con-  ^ 
cern  ?  and  what  accident  has  happened  io 
the  bath,  that  makes  you  leave  it  so  soon  ? 

What !  cried  the  vizier's  ladv,  can  you  to 
calmly  ask  that  question,  when  my  ton 
Noureddin  has  been  with  you  alone  in  your 
chamber?  Can  there  happen  a  greater 
misfortune  to  him  or  me  ? 

I  beseech  vou,  madam,  said  the  fair  slave, 
what  prejudice  can  this  action  of  Noured- 
din's  do  to  you  or  him  ? 

How !  replie<i  the  vizier's  lady,  did  not 
mv  husband  tell  you  that  you  were  dcsigh- 
ed  for  the  king,  and  sufficiently  cautk)Ded 
you  to  beware  of  Noureddin  ? 

I  have  not  forgot  it,  madam,  replied  the 
Fair  Persian ;  but  your  son  came  to  tell 
me  the  vizier,  his  father,  had  changed  his 
mind,  and  instead  of  reserving  me  for  the 
king,  as  he  first  designed,  has  made  him  a 
present  of  my  person.  I  easily  beik)ved  him. 
madam  ;  for,  oh !  think  how  a  slave  as  I 
am,  accustomed  from  my  infant  years  to 
the  laws  of  servitude,  could  or  ou«:ht  to 
resist  him !  I  must  own  I  did  it  with  the 
less  unwillingness  on  account  of  a  violent 
inclination  lor  him,  which  the  freedom  of 
conversatwn  and  daily  intercourse  has 
raised  in  my  soul.  I  coiild,  without  regret 
lose  the  hope  of  ever  being  the  king's,  and 
think  myself  perfectly  happy  in  si)ending 
my  whole  life  witli  Nouredilin. 

At  this  discourse  of  the  Fair  Pendant 
Would  to  God,  cried  the  vizier's  ladv,  that 
what  you  say  were  true  !  I  should  hear  it 
with  joy  ;  but,  believe  me,  Noureddin  is  an 
impostor,  and  has  deceived  you;  for  it  is 
impossible  his  father  should  ever  make  hhn 
the  prt»sent  he  spoke  of.  Ah!  wretched 
youth,  how  mKerable  has  he  made  me  !  but 
more  his  father,  by  the  d^mal  consequences 
we  must  all  expect  to  share  with  him !  Nei- 
ther my  prayers  nor  tears  will  be  able  to 
prevail,  or  obtain  a  i>ardon  for  him  2*  but  as* 
«x)n  nt»  hu«  father  hears  of  his  violence  to 
vou,  he  will  inevitably  sacrifice  him  to  his 
just  resentment.  At  tlu'se  words  she  fell 
to  weeping  bitterly :  and  the  slaves,  who 
were  a*?  much  afraid  for  Noureddin  as  her- 
self, bore  her  company. 

A  little  after  tiiis,  in  came  the  vizier 
Khacan:  and  being  surprised  to  find  his 
lady  and  her  slaves  all  in  tears,  and  the 
Fair  Persian  very  mehuicholy,  asked  the 
reason  of  it:  but,  mstead  of  answering  him. 
his  wife  and  his  slaves  kept  on  weeping  and 
lamenting.  He  was  more  astonished  at 
this  than  before :  at  last,  addreesiiuf  him- 
self to  his  wife,  I  command  you,  said  he,  to 
let  me  know  the  occasion  of  your  tears,  and 
to  tell  me  the  whole  truth. 
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The  poor  diflconaolate  lady  could  no  longer 
refuse  to  satisfy  her  husband.  Sir,  said  she, 
firet  promise  not  to  use  me  unkindly  for 
what  I  tell  you,  since  I  a<^ure  you  that 
what  has  happened  has  not  been  occasion- 
ed by  any  fault  of*  mine ;  then,  without 
staying  for  his  answer,  Whilst  I  was  bath- 
ing wuh  my  women,  continued  she,  your 
■on,  laying  oold  of  that  fatal  opportunity  to 
ruin  us  both,  came  hither,  ana  made  the 
Fair  Persian  believe^  that  instead  of  re- 
serving her  for  the  kin"^,  as  vou  once  de- 
signee you  had  given  her  to  him  as  a  pre- 
sent ;  1  do  not  say  what  he  did  ailer  such 
a  notorious  falsehood,  but  shall  leave  you 
to  judge  of  it  yourself.  This  is  the  cause 
of  my  affliction,  upon  your  account,  and  his, 
ibr  whom  1  want  conndence  to  implore  your 
pardon. 

It  is  impossible  to  exnress  the  vizier  Kha- 
ean's  distraction  upon  hearing  of  the  inso- 
lence of  his  son  Noureddin.  Ah !  cried  he, 
beatinff  his  breast,  and  tearing  his  beard, 
miserable  son !  unworthy  of  lile !  hast  thou 
at  last  thrown  thy  father  from  tlie  highest 
pinnacle  of  hanpincss  into  a  misfortune  that 
must  inevitably  involve  thee  also  in  his 
ruin  ?  neither  will  the  king  be  satisfied  with 
thy  blood  or  mine,  to  avenge  Uie  aHiront 
ofiered  to  his  r^v^al  person. 

His  lady  endeavoured  to  comfort  him. 
Afflict  yourself  no  more  about  the  matter, 
said  she :  I  shall  easily  raise,  with  part  of 
my  jewels,  ten  thousand  pieces  of  gold,  and 
you  may  buy  another  slave,  more  beauti- 
ilil.  and  more  worthy  of  the  king. 

Ah !  replied  the  vizier,  coula  you  think 
me  capable  of  being  so  extremely  afBicted 
at  kxsing  ten  thousand  pieces  of  gold  ?  It  is 
not  that  lo^,  nor  the  Iobh  of  all  I  am  worth, 
ibr  that  I  should  not  feel ;  but  the  tbrfr3iting 
my  honour,  more  precious  than  all  the 
riches  in  the  world.  However,  methinks, 
replied  the  lady,  a  loss  that  can  be  repaired 
by  money  cannot  be  so  very  great. 

How!  cried  the  vizier;  don't  you  know 
Saouy  is  my  mortal  enemy ;  and  as  soon 
as  this  aflkir  comes  to  his  knowledge,  do 
you  think  he  will  not  exult  over  me  Before 
ihc  kin^?  Your  majesty,  will  he  say  to 
nim,  is  always  talking  of  Khacan's  zeal 
and  affection  fijr  your  service ;  but  gee  what 
a  proof  he  has  lately  given  of  his  being 
worthy  the  regard  3;0U  have  hitherto  shown 
him.  He  has  received  ten  thousand  pieces 
of  gold  to  buy  a  slave  with ;  and,  to  So  him 
justice,  he  has  most  honourably  acquitted 
himseh*  of  that  commis.sion,  in  buying  the 
most  beautiful  that  ever  eyes  beheld ;  but, 
instead  of  bringing  her  to  your  majesty,  he 
has  thoiight  it  Mter  to  make  a  present  of 
her  to  his  son.  Here,  my  son,  said  he,  take 
this  slave,  since  tliou  art  more  worthy  of  lier 
than  the  king.  Tlien  with  his  usual  malice 
will  he  go  oil.  His  win  has  her  now  entirely 
in  his  po^ession.  and  every  day  revels  in  her 
arms,  without  tlie  least  disturbance.  This, 
sir  IB  the  exact  truth,  that  I  have  done  my- 


self the  honour  of  acquainting  yoa  willi ; 
and  if  your  majesty  oueetkxis  it,  you  maj 
easily  satisfy  vourself!  Do  you  not  plainly 
see.  continued  the  vizier,  how,  upon  such  a 
malksious  insinuation  as  this,  I  am  everf 
moment  liable  to  have  my  house  forced  h^ 
the  kind's  guards:,  and  the  Fair  Peniaii 
taken  from  me,  besides  a  thousand  other 
misfortunes  tliat  will  unavoidably  ibik>w? 
Sir,  replied  the  vizier's  lady  to  her  has- 
band,  1  am  sensible  the  malice  of  Saouy  is 
very  great,  and  that,  if  he  has  but  the  lout 
intimation  of  this  affair,  he  will  oertatnly 
give  it  a  turn  very  disadvantageoas  to  your 
uiterest:  but  how  is  it  possible  that  be  or 
any  bony  else  should  come  to  the  know- 
ledge of  what  has  been  privately  transacted 
in  your  family  ?  SupiK)se  it  eoaies  to  the 
king's  ears,  and  he  should  fuk  yoa  about 
it ;  cannot  you  say,  that  upon  a  strict  ex- 
amination you  did  not  tliink  the  slave  so  fit 
for  his  majesty's  use  as  you  did  at  the  first 
view  I  that  tlie  merchant  has  cheated  you; 
that,  mdeed,  she  has  a  great  deal  of  beauty, 
but  IS  nothing  near  so  accomplialied  ea  she 
was  reported  to  be  ?  The  kine  will  cer- 
tainly believe  what  you  say.  and  Saoqy  be 
vexed  to  the  soul,  to  see  all  his  malicious 
designs  of  ruining  you  entirely  dimppoint- 
ed:  take  courage  then,  and  if  you  wul  fol- 
low my  advice,  send  for  all  the  biokers, 
tell  them  you  do  not  like  the  Fair  Pernan, 
and  onler  them  to  be  as  expeditious  am  poa- 
sible  in  getting  another  slave. 

The  vizier  Khacan,*  approving  of  thii 
reasonable  al  vice,  resolved  to  meuie  use  of 
it,  as  his  passion  began  to  cool ;  yet  his  in- 
dignation against  his  son  Noureddin  was 
not  in  the  least  abated. 

Noureddin  came  not  in  sight  all  that 
day,  and  not  daring  to  hide  hiipiielf  amooff 
his  youii^  companions,  lest  his  father  ahoula 
search  for  him  in  their  houses,  he  went  a 
little  way  out  of  town,  and  took  eanduuy 
in  a  garden  where  he  liad  never  been  U^ 
fore,  and  where  he  was  totally  uniuiowD. 
He  (lid  not  come  back  till  it  was  very  lalCL 
when  he  knew  his  father  was  in  bed;  and 
then  his  mother's  women,  opening  the  door 
very  sotlly,  let  him  in  without  any  noiee. 
He  \Veiit  out  next  morning  betbre  hid  fother 
was  stirring :  and  this  plan  he  pursued  Hat 
a  whole  month,  to  his  great  mortification. 
Iiuleed,  tlie  women  never  flattered  him,  but 
told  him  plainly,  his  fiither's  anger  was  as 
gre4it  as  ever,  and  that  he  protested,  if  be 
came  in  liis  sight,  he  would  certainly  kiU 
him. 

Though  the  vizier's  lady  was  informed 
by  her  women  of  Noureddin's  lying  every 
night  in  the  house,  she  durst  not  (iresome 
to  entreat  her  husband  to  pardon  him.  At 
last  she  ventured ;  and  one  day  said  to 
him,  I  have  hitherto  been  silent,  sir.  not 
daring  betbre  to  take  tlie  liberty  of  talkinf 
to  you  about  your  son ;  but  now  give  me 
leave  to  ask  you  what  you  design  to  do 
with  him  ?    It  is  imposaiole  for  a  sod  id  be 


ARABIAN  NIGHTS*  ENTERTAINMEi^TS. 


more  criminal  towards  a  fathdr  than  Nou- 
reddin  hae  been  towards  you ;  lie  lias  rob- 
bed you  of  the  honour  and  fiatisfaction  of 
prescntinj^  the  kiii<?  with  a  slave  so  accom- 

JyliFhed  as  the  Fair  Persian ;  this  I  acknow- 
edffc;  but,  after  all,  are  you  absolutely 
resolved  to  destroy  him,  and,  instead  of  a 
light  evil  no  more  to  be  thought  of,  draw 
upon  yourself  a  far  greater  than  perhap.^ 
you  atpreeent  imagine  ?  Are  you  not  afraid 
that  the  malicious  world,  wtiich  inquires 
aller  the  reason  of  your  pon's  absconding, 
mav  find  out  the  true  caufc,  which  you  are 
80  desirous  of  concealing?  and  if  that  should 
happen,  you  would  certainly  fall  into  a  mi»- 
fbrtune,  which  it  is  so  much  your  interest 
justly  avoid. 

Madam,  said  the  vizier,  there  is  sound 
reasoning  in  what  you  have  urgerl ;  liow- 
cver,  I  ctmnot  think  of  pardoning  Noured- 
din,  till  I  have  mortified  him  as  he  deserves. 
He  will  be  sufiiciently  mortified^  replied  the 
lady,  if  you  will  put  in  execution  what  is 
just  come  into  my  mind :  you  miu<t  know 
then  your  son  comes  hither  every  night  after 
you  are  in  bed  [  he  sleeym  here,  and  steals 
out  every  mommg  before  you  are  stirring. 
Wait  tor  his  coming  in  to-night,  make  as  if 
you  designed  to  kill  nim ;  upon  whkh  I  will 
run  to  his  asistance,  and  when  he  finds 
his  life  entirely  owing  to  my  prayers  and 
entreaties^  you  mav  oblige  him  to  take  the 
Fair  Persian  on  what  condition  soever  you 
please :  he  loves  her,  and  I  am  sensible  the 
lair  slave  has  no  aversion  for  him. 

Khacan  was  very  willing  to  make  use  of 
this  stratagem.  So,  when  Noure«ldin  came 
in  at  the  usual  hour,  before  the  door  was 
opened,  he  phiced  himself  behind  it:  as 
soon  as  he  entered^  he  rushe<l  suddenly 
unon  him,  and  ^  him  down  under  his  feet 
Noureddin,  lifting  up  his  hejid,  saw  his  fa- 
ther with  a  dagger  m  liis  band,  ready  to 
stab  him. 

In  that  instant  came  his  mother,  and 
catching  hold  of  the  vizier's  arm.  Sir,  crieil 
she.  what  are  you  doin^  ?— Let  m^  alone, 
replied  the  vizier,  that  I  may  kill  this  base 
unworthy  son. — You  shall  kill  ine  finrt, 
cried  the  mother ;  never  will  I  suffer  you  to 
inibrue  your  hand:^  in  your  own  blood. 
Noureddin  improved  this  moment.  My 
fiuher,  cried  he,  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  i 
implore  your  clemency  and  compafiwwn; 
nor  must  you  deny  me  par(k)n,  rince  I  Jtsk 
it  in  hk  name  bo  lore  whom  we  muMt  all  ap- 
pear at  the  last  dav. 

Kliacari  sufferecfthe  dagger  to  be  taken 
out  of  hiij  hand  ;  and  as  soon  as  Noureddin 
was  relejiFed,  he  threw  himself  at  his  fa- 
ther's feet  and  kij»s<«l  them,  to  show  how 
sincerely  he  n*j>eijted  of  having  offended 
him.  Nmiri'ddm,  said  he,  return  thankrf  to 
jtHir  moUi<»r,  since  it  in  purely  lor  her  sake 
Ipardon  you.  I  design  also  to  give  }'ou  the 
Fiiir  Persian,  on  condition  that  you  will 
oblige  yourmlf  by  an  oath  not  to  look  upon 
ber  any  longer  as  a  slave,  but  as  your  wife; 


that  you  will  not  self  her,  nor  ever  be  di- 
vorced from  her ;  for  she  having  abundance 
of  wit  and  prudence,  and  much  better  con- 
duct than  you,  I  am  ()erBuaded  she  will  be 
able  to  modenite  thowe  rash  sallies  of  yoiith, 
which  are  enough  to  n»in  you. 

Noureddin,  who  little  expected  to  be 
treated  after  so  kind  and  indulgent  a  man- 
ner, returned  his  father  a  thousand  thanks, 
with  all  the  gratitude  and  sincerity  imagi- 
nable; and  the  vizier,  the  Fair  Persian, 
and  he,  were  very  well  pleased  and  sutis- 
fie<l  with  the  match. 

The  vizier  Khacan  would  not  wait  for 
the  king's  aHkiiig  him  about  the  commission 
that  he  had  ^iven  him,  but  took  particular 
care  to  mention  it  often,  representing  to  1^ 
majesty  the  miuiy  difficulties  he  met  with 
in  that  afiair,  and  how  fearful  he  was  of 
not  acquitting  himselftohismajestv's  t^tis- 
tliction.  In  snort,  he  managed  the liasiness 
with  so  much  address,  that  the  king  in- 
sensibly forgot  it ;  and  though  Saouy  had 
got  some  small  information  of  the  matter, 
yet  Khacan  was  so  much  in  the  king's 
favour,  that  he  was  {|iraid  to  speak  of^ir. 

It  was  now  above  a  year  that  this  nice 
afiiiir  had  been  kept  with  greater  secrecy 
than  the  vizier  at  first  expected,  who  being 
one  day  in  the  bath,  and  some  important 
business  oblii^ng  him  to  leave  it,  warm  as 
he  was,  the  air,  which  was  then  a  little  cold, 
struck  to  his  bretii:^,  caused  a  defluxk>n  to 
fall  upon  his  lungs,  which  threw  hini  into 
a  Violent  fever,  and  confined  him  to  hii»  bed. 
His  illness  increasing  every  day,  and  jier- 
ceiving  he  had  but  a  short  time  to  five, 
he  thus  addressed  himself*  to  his  son  Nou- 
reddin, who  never  stirred  from  him  during 
his  whole  sickness :  My  son,  said  he,  I  know 
not  whether  I  have  made  a  good  u:«e  of  the 
riches  Hea\'en  has  bk^ssed  ine  witli,  but  you 
see  they  are  iwt  able  to  save  me  from  tlie 
hands  of  deatli :  the  last  thing  I  desire  of 
you  wth  my  dvin*  breath  is,  that  you 
would  be  mindful  of  the  promi«3  you  made 
me  concerning  the  Fair  Persian,  and  in 
this  assurance  I  diall  die  content 

These  were  tlie  vizier  Khacan'e  last 
wonls.  He  died  a  few  moments  afler.  and 
left  his  family,  the  court,  and  the  whole 
city,  in  great  affliciion  lor  nis  death.  The 
kin^  lamented  him  as  a  wise,  zealous,  and 
faithful  minister ;  and  the  whole  city  lie- 
wailc<l  him  as  their  protector  aad  benefko- 
tor.  Never  was  there  a  funeral  in  Balsora 
solemnized  with  greater  iwmpand  magnifi- 
cence ;  the  viziers  and  emirs,  and  in  general 
all  the  grandees  of  tlie  court,  strove  lor  the 
liouour  of  l)eariiig  his  coffin,  one  aller  ano- 
ther, uiKMi  their  shoulders,  to  the  place  of 
burial ;  and  Ixtth  rich  and  poor  accompanied 
him  iJiither  with  tears  in  their  eyes. 

Noureddin  gave  all  the  demonstnitfons 
ofa  sorrow  equal  to  the  kiss  he  had  lately 
sustained,  and  lived  a  great  while  without 
ever  seeing  any  company :  at  la^it  he  ad- 
mitted of  a  ^t  firom  an  'intimate  friend  of 
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hiB.  His  friend  endeavoured  to  comfort 
him :  and  findia^  him  inclined  to  hear  rea- 
son, he  told  him,  Uiat  having  done  what  was 
due  to  the  memory  of  his  father,  and  fully 
aatnfied  all  that  decency  required  of  him, 
it  was  now  high  time  to  appear  again  in 
the  world,  to  convenie  with  ms  friends,  and 
maintain  a  character  suitable  to  his  birth 
and  merit  For,  continued  he,  we  should 
flin  both  against  the  laws  of  nature  and  civil 
society,  and  be  tliought  insensible,  if  upon 
the  death  of  our  lathers  we  neglect  to  pay 
them  what  filial  love  requires  at  our  hands : 
but  having  once  perlbrmed  that  duty,  and 
put  it  out  of  the  power  of  any  man  to  re- 
INToach  us  on  that  account,  we  are  obliged 
to  return  to  our  usual  method  of  living. 
Dry  up  your  tears  then,  and  re-aasumc  that 
ivonted  air  of  gaiety,  which  alwavs  inspires 
with  joy  those  Uiat  have  the  honour  of 
your  conversation. 

This  advice  seemed  very  reasonable. 
Noureddin  was  easily  persuaded  to  Ibilow 
it;  and  if  be  had  ibllowed  it  with  all  the  re- 
clarity  it  required,  he  would  certainly  have 
avoided  all  the  miEdbrtunes  that  aflerwards 
befell  him.  He  tifbted  his  friend  very 
nobly ;  and  when  he  took  his  leave,  Nou- 
redoin  desired  him  to  come  the  next  day, 
and  bring  three  or  four  friends  of  their  ac- 
ouaintance.  By  this  means  he  insensibly 
leli  into  the  society  of  about  ten  young  men 
pretty  near  his  own  age.  with  whom  he 
spent  his  tune  in  continual  feasting  and  en- 
tertainments ;  and  scarce  a  day  passed  but 
he  made  every  one  of  them  some  considera- 
ble present 

Sometimes,  to  oblige  his  friends,  Nou- 
reddin would  send  for  the  Fair  Persian, 
who,  notwithstanding  her  obedience  to  his 
command,  never  approved  of  liis  extrava- 
gant way  of  hving,  but  oflen  spoke  her 
mind  freely.  I  question  not.  said  she,  but 
the  vizier  your  father  has  left  you  an  ample 
fortune ;  but  great  as  it  may  be,  be  not  dis- 
pleasetl  with  your  slave  for  telling  yyn,  that 
at  this  rate  of  living  you  will  quickly  see 
an  end  of  it  We  may  sometimes  indeed 
treat  our  friends,  and  be  merry  with  them ; 
but  to  make  a  daily  practice  of  it,  is  cer- 
tainly the  high  road  to  ruin  and  destruc- 
tkm :  for  your  own  honour  and  reputation, 
you  would  do  better  to  follow  the  footsteps 
of  your  deceased  father,  that  in  time  you 
may  rise  to  that  dignity  by  which  he  nas 
acquired  so  much  glory  and  renown. 

Noureddin  hearkened  to  the  Fair  Per- 
■an's  discounse  with  a  smile :  and  when 
^e  had  done.  My  charmer,  said  he^  with 
the  same  air  of  mirth,  say  no  more  of  that ; 
let  us  talk  of  nothing  but  mirth  and  plea- 
sure. In  m^  father'fci  lifetime  I  w^as  alwa>'s 
under  restraint ;  and  I  am  now  resolved  to 
ei^oy  the  hberty  I  so  much  sighed  for  he- 
me his  death.  It  is  time  enough  for  me 
to  think  of  leading  the  sober,  regular  hie 
you  talk  d*;  and  a  man  of  my  age  ought 
to  taste  the  pleasures  of  youth.  > 


What  contributed  still  more  to  the  ruio 
of  Noureddin's  fortune,  was  his  unwflling- 
ness  to  reckon  with  his  steward ;  lor  when- 
ever he  brought  in  his  accounts,  he  still 
sent  him  away  without  examining  them : 
Go,  go,  said  ne,  I  trust  wholly  to  your 
honesty  j  only  take  care  to  let  me  nave 
wherewith  to  make  merry. 

You  are  the  master,  sir,  replied  he,  and 
I  but  the  steward ;  however,  you  would  do 
well  to  think  upon  the  proverb,  He  that 
spends  much,  and  has  but  little,  must  at 
last  insensibly  be  reduced  to  poverty.  Tea 
are  not  contented  with  keepin^:  cm  extrava- 
gant table,  but  you  must  favishaway  your 
estate  with  both  hands :  and  were  your 
coffers  as  large  as  mountains,  they  would 
not  be  sufficient  to  maintain  you.  fiegone, 
replied  Noureddin  ;  I  want  not  your  ^rave 
lessons :  only  take  care  to  provide  ipioa  eat- 
ing and  drinking,  and  trouble  your  head 
no  farther  about  the  rest 

In  the  mean  time,  Noureddin^s  faiends 
were  constant  guests  at  his  table,  and  never 
failed  to  take  a^lvantage  of  the  easiness  ot 
his  temper.  They  praised  and  flattered 
him,  extolling  his  most  indifferent  actions: 
but,  above  aU,  they  took  particular  care  lo 
commend  whatever  belonged  to  him ;  and 
in  this  they  found  their  account  Sir,  said 
one  of  them,  I  came  the  other  day  hf  joar 
estate  that  lies  in  such  a  place;  notiung 
can  be  so  magnificent  or  so  handsomdy 
furnished  as  your  house ;  and  the  garden 
belonging  to  it  is  a  paradise  upon  earth. 
I  am  very  glad  it  pleases  you,  sajd  Noured- 
din ;  bring  me  pen,  ink,  and  pa|>er ;  without 
more  words,  it  is  at  your  service ;  I  make 
you  a  present  of  it  No  sooner  had  athen 
commended  one  of  his  houses,  baths,  and 
public  buildings  erected  for  the  use  of 
strangers,  the  yearly  revenue  of  which  was 
very  considerable,  but  he  immediately  save 
them  away.  The  Fair  Persian  coiud  not 
forbear  letting  him  know  how  much  injury 
he  did  himself:  but,  instead  of  hearkening 
to  her.  he  continued  his  extravagancies 
and,  the  first  opportunity  that  ofiered, 
squandered  away  the  little  he  had  KefL 

In  short,  Noureddin  did  nothing  for  a 
whole  year  but  feast  and  make  mary. 
wasting  and  cx)nsuming,  af\er  a  prodical 
manner,  the  great  wealth  that  his  prede- 
cessors, and  the  ^ood  vizier  his  fether.  had 
with  so  much  pauis  and  care  acquiied  and 
preserved. 

The  year  was  but  just  expired,  when 
somebody  one  day  knocked  at  the  hall 
door,  where  he  and  his  friends  were  at 

dinner  together  by  themselves,  having  i 

away  the  slaves,  that  they  might  ei\joy 
greater  liberty. 

One  of  his  friends  offered  to  rise ;  hut 
Noureddin,  stepping  before  him,  opened  the 
door  himself.  It  seems  it  was  the  stewiid ; 
and  Noureddin,  going  a  little  out  of  the 
hall  to  know  his  busixMsS)  left  the  door  half 
open. 
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The  fnend  tliat  offered  to  rue  from  hk 


.  it|  seeing  it  was  the  steward,  and  being 
curiom  to  know  what  he  had  to  sav  to  Nou- 
reddin,  placed  himselt*  between  the  hang- 
ings ana  the  door,  where  he  plainly  over- 
h^und  the  steward's  discourse  to  his  master. 
Sir,  said  he^  I  ask  a  thousand  p&rilonM  for 
coming  to  disturb  you  in  the  height  of  your 
pleasure ;  but  what  I  have  to  say  is  of  such 
importance,  that  I  thought  myself  bound 
in  auty  to  acquaint  vou  with  it  I  am  come, 
sir,  to  make  up  m  v  fast  accounts,  and  to  tell 
you,  that  what  1  all  alon£[  ibresaw,  aind 
nave  often  warned  you  of,  is  at  last  come 
to  paw.  I  have  not  the  smallest  piece  lefl 
of  all  the  sums  I  have  received  from  you 
for  your  expenses ;  the  other  funds  you  aa- 
■igned  me  are  all  exhausted.  The  farmers, 
and  those  that  owe  you  rent,  have  made  it 
BO  plainly  appear  to  me,  that  you  have  as- 
signed over  to  others  what  they  held  of  you, 
that  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  get  any  more 
of  them  on  your  account.  Here  are  my 
books;  if  vou  please,  examine  them;  and 
if  yon  wish  I  should  contiBue  useful  to  you, 
assign  me  other  funds,  or  else  give  me 
leave  to  auit  your  senoce.  Noureddin  was 
•0  astonished  at  his  discourse,  that  he  gave 
him  no  answer. 

The  friend,  who  had  been  listening  all 
this  while,  and  had  heard  every  syllable  of 
what  the  steward  said,  immediately  came 
in,  and  told  the  company  what  he  had  over- 
heard. It  is  your  budnefls,  gentlemen, 
said  he,  to  make  your  use  of  this  caution ; 
for  my  part^  I  declare  to  you  this  is  the  last 
visit  1  desiop  ever  to  make  Noureddin. 
Nay,  repiiea  the^%  if  matters  go  thus,  we 
have  as  little  business  here  as  you ;  and  for 
the  future  shall  take  care  not  to  trouble 
him  with  our  company. 

Noureddin  returned  presently  after;  yet, 
Dotwithstandirig  all  his  efiorts  to  carry  it 
pleasantly  to  hts  guests,  he  could  not  dis- 
semble tne  mattery  but  they  plainly  per- 
ceived the  truth  ol  what  they  had  heard. 
He  was  scarce  sat  down  in  hisj;)lace,  but 
one  of  his  friends  roee  up :  Sir,  said  he,  I  am 
sorry  I  cannot  have  the  honour  of  keeping 
you  company  any  longer ;  and  therefore  I 
Dope  you  will  excuse  my  rudeness  in  leav- 
ing you  so  soon.  What  urgent  af&ir,  re- 
plied Noureddin,  obliges  vou  to  be  going  so 
soon  ?  My  wife,  sir,  said  he,  is  brought  to 
bed  to-day;  and.  upon  such  an  occasion, 
you  know,  a  hu^oancPs  company  is  aJways 
necessary.  So,  making  a  very  low  bow, 
away  he  went  A  minute  atterwards  a 
second  took  his  leave,  with  another  excuse. 
The  rest  did  the  same,  one  aAer  another, 
till  at  last  not  one  of  those  ten  friends,  that 
had  hitlierto  kept  Noureddin  company,  was 
lefl  in  the  room. 

As  soon  as  they  were  gone,  Noureddin. 
little  suspecting  the  resolution  they  had 
formed  never  to  see  him  again,  went  directly 
to  the  Fair  Persian's  apartment ;  to  whom. 
ID  private,  he  related  all  the  steward  baa 
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r  told  him,  and  seemed  extremely  concerned 
at  the  ill  state  of  his  affairs,  oir,  said  the 
Fair  Persian  to  him,  allow  me  to  say,  you 
would  never  take  my  advice,  but  alwajrs 
managed  your  concerns  aHer  your  own 
way,  and  now  you  see  the  fatal  consequence 
of  it  I  find  I  was  not  mistaken  when  I 
presaged  to  what  a  miserable  condition  you 
would  bring  yourself  at  last:  but  what 
afflicts  me  tne  more  is,  that  at  proisent  you 
do  not  see  the  worst  of  your  misfortunes. 
Whenever  I  presume<l  freely  to  impart  my 
thoughts  to  you.  Let  us  be  merry,  said  you, 
and  improve  the  time  that  Fortune  otieia 
us :  perhaps  she  will  not  always  be  so  pr> 
digal  in  her  favours:  but,  was  I  now  to 
blame  in  telling  you  that  we  are  ourselves 
the  makers  of  our  own  fortunes  by  a  pru- 
dent management  of  them  ?  You  would 
not  hearken  to  me,  and  I  was  forced  to  let 
you  go  on,  however  reluctantly. 

I  must  own,  replied  Noureddin,  I  was 
extremely  in  the  wrong  in  not  following  the 
advice  that  you,  out  ofyour  admirable  pni* 
dence,  gave  me.  It  is  true,  I  have  spent 
my  estate :  but  do  you  not  considei\  it  is 
among  a  chosen  set  of  friends  whom  i  have 
long  known,  and  who,  I  am  persuaded, 
have  more  generosity  and  ^radtiide  in  them 
than  to  abandon  me  in  distress  ?  Sir,  re* 
plied  the  Fair  Persian,  if  you  have  nothinff 
out  the  gratitude  of  your  friends  to  depena 
on,  your  case  is  desperate ;  lor,  believe  me, 
that  hope  is  ill-grounded,  and  you  will  tell 
me  so  yourself  in  time. 

To  tliis  Noureddin  replied.  Charming 
Persian,  I  have  a  better  opink)n  of  my 
friends'  generosity  than  you :  to-morrow  I 
design  to  make  a  visit  to  them  all,  before 
the  usual  time  of  their  coming  hither ;  and 
you  shall  see  me  return  with  a  round  sum. 
that  they  will  assist  mc  with,  lam  resolved 
to  alter  my  way  of  living,  and,  with  the 
money  they  lend  me,  set  up  in  some  busi- 
ness. 

Next  morning  Noureddin  failed  not  to 
visit  his  ten  friends,  who  lived  in  the  very 
same  street  He  kiKxrked  at  the  first  door 
he  came  at.  where  one  of  the  richest  of  them 
lived.  A  slave  came  to  the  door:  but  be- 
fore he  would  open  it,  he  asked  who  was 
there.  Tell  your  ma^^ter,  said  he  to  tlie 
slave,  it  is  Noureddin,  the  late  vizier  Kah- 
can's  son.  The  slave  opened  the  door,  and 
showed  him  into  a  hall,  where  he  lefl  him, 
to  go  tell  his  master,  who  was  in  an  inner 
room,  that  Noureddin  was  come  to  wait  on 
him.  Noureddin  I  cried  he,  in  a  disdain- 
ful tone,  loud  enough  for  Noureddin  to  hear 
it,  with  surprise ;  go,  tell  him  I  am  not  at 
home ;  and,  whenever  he  comes  hitber^be 
sure  you  give  him  the  same  answer.  The 
slave  came  back,  and  told  Noureddin  ho 
thought  his  master  was  within,  but  he  was 
mistaken. 

Noureddin  came  away  in  the  greatest 
confusion.  Ah  \  base,  ungrateful  wretch ! 
cried  be,  to  treat  me  so  to-day  afler  tbo 
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vows  and  protetitations  of  friendship  that 
he  made  me  ye*rtenlay.  He  went  to  ano- 
ther door,  but  that  friend  ordered  hia  slaves 
alio  to  pay  he  was  ^one  out.  He  had  the 
Hime  answer  at  the  third ;  and,  in  short, 
all  the  rest  denieil  themselves,  though 
every  one  was  at  home  at  the  same  time. 

Noareddin  now  bescan  in  earnest  to  reflect 
with  himself,  an!  sec  the  folly  of  relying 
upon  the  [).etestation«  of  utt^ichment  that 
hiR  false  friends  ha  1  solemnly  m;ide  him  in 
the  lime  of  his  prosf)critv,  when  he  could 
tieat  thesn  so  sumptuously,  and  load  them 
with  iavours.  It  i:^  very  true,  sjiid  he  to 
hinvielf,  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  that  a  Ibitu- 
nate  man,  as  I  Wiis,  may  be  compared  to  a 
tree  laden  with  fruit,  which,  as  long  as 
there  is  any  on  its  boughs,  jwople  will  be 
crowding  round,  an(j  gathering;  but,  as 
•oon  as  it  is  stripped  of  all,  thev  immediately 
leiive  it,  and  go  to  another.  He  smothered 
his  passion  as  much  as  possible  while  he 
was  abroad;  but  no  sooner  was  he  ^ot 
home,  than  he  gHve  a  loose  to  his  affliction, 
and  discovered  it  to  the  Fair  Persian. 

The  Fair  Persian,  seeing  him  so  ex- 
tremely concerned,  fancied  he  had  not 
found  his  friends  so  ready  to  assi^  him  as 
he  expected.  Well,  sir,  said  she,  arc  you 
DOW  convinced  of  the  truth  of  what  I  told 
you  ?  Ah  !  cried  he,  my  dear,  thou  hast 
been  too  true  a  pn)pnetei« ;  for  not  one  of 
them  would  know  me,  sec  me,  or  sjwak  to 
me.  Who  could  ever  have  believed,  that 
persoas  so  highly  obliged  to  me,  and  on 
whom  I  have  8|)ent  my  estate,  could  have 
ubcjI  me  so  barbarously  ?  I  arn  distnicte  1 ; 
and  1  tear  com  mitti:i^  some  action  unworthy 
myself,  in  the  de  )rordble  and  desnerate 
condition  I  am  retluced  to,  without  tne  as- 
sistance rf  your  pnident  advice.  Sir,  re- 
plied the  Fair  Persian,  I  sec  no  other  \vay 
of  supporting  voursolf  in  your  misfortunes, 
but  selling  oft  yo:ir  slaves  and  furniture, 
and  living  on  the  money  they  produce,  till 
Heaven  points  out  some  other  means  to  de- 
liver you  from  your  pa*««ent  misery. 

Noureddin  was  verv  loth  to  make  use  of 
this  expedient ;  but  what  could  he  do  in  the 
ncces8itoa=)  circumstances  he  was  in  ?  He 
first  sold  off  his  slaves,  those  unprofita- 
ble mouths,  which  would  have  been  a 
greater  expense  t>  him  than  in  his  present 
condition  he  could  bear.  He  lived  on  the 
money  for  some  time ;  and  when  it  was  all 
■pent,  he  ordered  his  goods  to  be  carried 
into  the  market-place,  where  they  were 
■old  tor  half  their  worth,  though  there  were 
among  them  seve.-al  v-iiluable  thin^  that 
cost  immenHC  sum-*.  Uix>!i  this  he  lived  a 
considerable  time ;  but  that  supply  failing 
at  last,  he  had  nothing  lefl  by^  whicli  he 
could  raise  any  m  »re  nroney,  of  which  he 
complained  to  the  Fair  Persian  in  tlie  most 
sorrowful  exprea^oiis. 

Noureddin  little  expected  tlie  answer  this 

Frudent  woman  made  hhn.    Sir,  said  she, 
am  your  dave :  and  you  know  that  the 


late  vizier  vour  father  enve  ten  thotmiM 
pieces  of  gold  tor  me.  1  know  I  am  a  little 
sunk  in  value  sinc«  that  time ;  hot  I  belie^'a 
I  shall  sell  for  pretty  near  that  aum.  Let 
me  entreat  you  then  instantly  to  carry  me 
to  the  market,  and  expo^  me  to  sale,  and 
with  the  money  that  you  get  lor  me,  which 
will  be  very  considerable,  you  may  turn 
rficrchant  in  some  city  where  you  arc  not 
known,  and  by  thai  rr.'^ana  find  a  war  of 
living,  if  not  in  splendour,  yet  with  ha'ppi- 
nes3  and  content. 

Lovelj  and  adorable  Pendan,  cried  Nou- 
reddin, C4  it  i)0fisible  you  can  entertain  such 
a  thouglit  ?  Have  Igi ven  you  such  slender 
proofs  of  my  love,  that  you  shoukl  think  me 
capable  of  so  b;ise  an  action  7  But  suppase 
me  so  vile  a  wretch,  could  i  do  it  witfioat 
being  guilty  of  perjury,  after  the  oath  I 
have  taken  to  my  kite  father  never  to  sell 
you  ?  I  could  sooner  die  than  break  it,  and 
part  with  vou,  whom  I  love  infinitely  beyond 
myself:  though,  by  the  unreaaonable  pro- 
posal vou  have  iqaile  me,  you  show  me  that 
your  fove  is  by  no  means  redprocaL 

Sir,  replied  the  Fair  Persian,  I  am  con- 
vinced that  your  passion  forme  is  as  violent 
as  you  say  it  is ;  and  Heaven,  who  koowi 
with  what  rcluctiuice  I  have  made  this 
proposal,  that  make<  you  think  lo  hardly  of 
me,  is  my  witness,  that  mine  is  as  great  as 
Youm:  but  to  silence  }'our  reaaons  at  once, 
t  need  only  bid  you  remember,  that  neces- 
sity h;is  no  law.  I  love  you  to  that  degree, 
that  it  is  impossible  tbryoii  to  love  me  more; 
and  be  assured,  that  to  what  master  mever 
I  shall  belong,  my  love  for  you  will  always 
continue  the  siune :  and  if  you  are  ever  able 
to  redeem  me,  as  I  hope  you  may.  it  will 
be  the  erreatc'st  pleasure  in  the  wond  to  be 
restored  to  you  a^ain.  I  conf  b»  it  is  a  fatal 
and  cruel  necessity  to  which  we  are  driven; 
but  1  pee  no  other  way  of  treeing  ouraelrei 
from  the  misery  that  involves  us  both. 

Noureddin,  who  was  convinced  of  the 
truth  of  what  the  Fair  Persian  had  sud, 
and  that  there  was  no  other  way  of  avoid- 
ing a  shameful  poverty,  was  forced  to  yield 
to  ner  proposal.  Accordingly  he  led  hier  to 
the  market  where  the  women  slaves  aie 
expose  I  to  sale,  with  a  regret  that  cannot 
easily  be  expressed.  He  applied  himself  lo 
a  bro!<er.  named  Hagi  Hai«an.  Ha?i  Has- 
san, said  he,  here  is  a  slave  that  I  TiaTe  a 
mind  to  sell ;  prithee  see  what  they  will 
give  for  her. 

Ha:ri  Hsissan  desired  Noureddin  and  the 
Fair  Persian  to  walk  into  the  room ;  and 
when  she  pulled  off  the  veil  that  covered 
her  (lice.  Sir,  said  Hi\gi  Ha.ssan  to  Noured- 
din, in  a  great  sun^rise,  if  I  am  not  miita- 
ken,  this  is  the  slave  your  lather,  the  late 
vizier,  gave  ten  thousand  pieces  of  gold 
for.     Nourc'Min  assured  him  it  was  the 


same ;  and  iia^i  Hassan  gave  him 
hopes  of  selling  her  at  a  good  rate,  and  pro- 
mised to  use  all  his  art  to  raise  her  price  as 


high  as  lie  could. 
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Hagi  Hasan  and  Noureddin  went  oat  of 
the  room;  and  Hagi  HuHRan  locked  the 
Fair  Persian  in.  He  went  immediately  af- 
ter the  merchants;  but  Uiey  being  bufiy  in 
buying  slaves  that  came  from  different 
countries  Greeks,  Fnmkp,  Airicans,  Tar- 
tars, and  others,  he  was  forced  to  stay  till 
the  market  was  dono^  When  the  sale  was 
over,  and  tlie  greatest  part  of  them  were 

S>t  together  again,  My  masters,  said  he  to 
em,  with  an  air  of  gaiety  in  hiis  looks  and 
actnns,  every  thing  tliat  is  round  is  not  a 
niU :  every  thing  that  is  lon^  is  not  a  fig ; 
all  that  ii  red  is  not  flesh,  and  all  eggs  are 
not  fresh :  it  is  true  you  have  seen  and 
bought  a  great  many  t^laves  in  your  lives, 
but  you  never  yet  saw  one  comniuTible  to 
her  I  am  going  to  tell  you  of.  bhe  is  the 
very  pearl  of  sfaves.  Come,  follow  me,  and 
you  shall  see  her  yourselves,  and  judge  at 
what  rate  I  shall  cry  her. 

The  merchants  lol lowed  Hag;i  Hassan 
into  tlie  apartment  where  the  Fair  Persian 
wai;  and  as  soon  as  thev  beheld  her,  they 
were  so  surprised  at  her  beauty,  that  at  the 
first  word  they  unanimously  agreed  that 
Ibtir  thousand  pieces  of  gold  was  tlie  very 
lowest  price  thev  could  set  upon  her.  The 
merchants  letl  the  room ;  and  Hagi  Has- 
san, who  came  out  with  them,  without  go- 
an^  any  further,  proclaimed  with  a  loud 
voice.  '  Four  tliousaud  pieces  of  gold  for 
the  Persian  slave.' 

None  of  the  merchants  had  yet  offered 
any  thing,  and  they  were  consulting  to- 
^thor  about  what  thev  might  afford  to 
give  for  her,  when  the  vizier  Saouy  ap- 
peared. Perceiving  Noureddin  in  the  mar- 
let,  said  he  to  himself,  Noureddin  is  cer- 
tainly still  making  money  of  his  goods  (for 
he  knew  lie  had  expoe«od  tliem  to  sale,)  and 
is  come  hither  to  buy  a  slave  with  it.  He 
advanceil  forward  Just  at*  Hagi  Ha.«isan 
began  to  proclaim  a  second  time,  *  Four 
thousand  pieces  of  gold  lor  the  Persian 
slave.' 

The  vizier  Saouy,  who  concluded  by  the 
high  price,  that  the  slave  muitt  be  extraor- 
dinanly  beautiful,  vrna  ver>;  de^^irous  to  see 
her ;  so  spurring  his  horw;  forward,  he  rode 
up  to  Hagi  Hassiui,  who  was  surrounded 
b^the  merchants.  0|ien  the  d(x>r,  said  he, 
aiui  let  me  see  the  slave.  It  was  not  the 
custom  to  sliow  a  slave  to  a  iKirticular  yter- 
uon  after  the  merchants  had  seen  her  and 
were  tnrating  l()r  her :  but  none  of  them 
durot  dispute  their  right  ^yith  tlie  vizier: 
und  Hagi  HiLs.>9ui  \V(isol)lii];t'dtooncn  the 
door,  and  made  a  siirn  to  the  Fair  Persian 
to  come  forward,  thai  Saouy  might  have  a 
sight  of  her,  without  alighting  from  liis 
horse. 

The  vizier  was  a';tonisIied  at  the  eight 
of  fo  beautiful  a  slave ;  anil  knowing  the 
broker's  name,  (having;  formerly  dealt  with 
him,)  Hagi  Hassan,  siud  he,  is  it  not  at  four 
thousand  pieces  of  eold  that  you  cry  her? 
Ves^  fir,  aniwered  ne ;  the  merehanii  jurt 


now  agreed  that  I  should  put  her  up  at  thai 
price.  I  wait  tlieir  advance  on  it;  and  I 
question  not  but  they  will  give  a  great  deal 
more. 


If  nobody  offers  more,  I  will  give  that  sum, 
replied  Saouy,  looking  upon  Uie  merchants 
at  the  siime  time  with  a  countenance  that 
forbad  them  to  advance  any  more.  He  was 
90  universally  dreaded,  that  nobody  dunt 
i^peak  a  word,  even  to  complain  of  hii  ea- 
croaching  u|X)n  their  privilege. 

The  vizier  Siiouy  liaving  staid  tCMne 
time,  and  finding  none  of  the  merchants 
outbid  him.  What  do  you  stay  for?  said  he 
to  Hagi  Hassiin.  Go,  look  aiter  the  seller, 
and  strike  a  barg-am  with  him  at  four  tliou* 
siuul  pieces  of  gold,  or  inquire  if  he  de- 
mands more :  not  knowing  yet  the  slave 
belonged  to  Noureddin. 

Has:i  Hassan,  having  locked  the  cham- 
ber door,  went  to  confer  with  Noureddin. 
Sir,  said  he  to  him,  I  am  very  sorry  to  bring 
you  the  ill  news  oi*  your  slave's  being  just 
goin;*  to  be  sold  for  nothing.  How  so  ?  re- 
plied J<Iouretltlin.  Why.  sir,  said  Ha^i  Has- 
san, you  must  know,  that  the  business  at 
first  went  on  well ;  for  as  soon  as  the  mer- 
chants had  seen  your  slave,  tliey  ordered 
me,  without  hesitation,  to  cry  her  at  Ibur 
thoa^nd  pieces  of  gold :  accordingly,  I  cri- 
ed her  at  that  price,  and  presently  the  vi- 
zier Saouy  came,  and  his  presence  has 
stopi)ed  the  mouths  of  all  the  merchants* 
who  seemed  inclinable  to  raise  her,  at  least 
to  the  same  price  your  deceased  lather 
g[ave  for  her.  Siiouy  will  give  no  more 
tliaii  four  thousiuul  j)ieces;  and  it  is  much 
against  my  inclination  that  I  am  come  to 
tell  you  the  desi)icable  price  he  offers.  The 
slave  indeed  is  your  own ;  but  I  will  never 
advise  you  to  part  with  her  u|K)n  those 
terms,  since  you  and  every  b(xly  else  are 
sensible  of  her  being  worth  infinittdy  more; 
besides,  he  is  base  (enough  to  contrive  a  way 
to  trick  you  out  of  the  money. 

Hagi  HiiMvui.  replied  Nnure.Mm,  1  am 
highly  ol)liged  to  thee  li»r  thy  advice;  do 
not  think  1  will  ever  sell  my  slave  to  a!iy 
enemy  of  our  tarnily:  my  necessities,  in- 
deed, lire  at  present  very  irivat ;  but  I  would 
sooner  die  in  the  utmost  iK)verty  than  con- 
sent to  the  deliverin;!r  her  up  to  him.  I 
have  only  one  thing  to  U^g  of  thee,  who  art 
skilful  in  all  the  turns  and  shills  of  sale, 
that  thou  woul<Ut  put  me  in  a  way  to  pr^ 
vent  the  sale  of  her. 

Sir,  Kiid  lla;;i  Ha.-«^n,  there  is  nothing 
more  easy :  you  must  pretend,  that,  being 
in  a  violent  iKis^ion  with  your  slave,  you 
swore  toexjKiw*  her  in  the  market;  and 
lor  the  siike  of  >  our  ojiih,  you  have  now 
brought  her  hither,  without  any  intentkui 
of  selling  her.  This  will  satisfy  every  bo- 
dy, and  Saouy  will  have  notliing  to  sie^ 
a.<raia<t  it.  Come  along  with  me,  then; 
and  just  as  I  am  presenting  her  to  SiUHiy, 
as  if  it  were  by  your  own  consent,  pull  her 
to  you,  give  her  two  or  three  bunvt,  and 
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Hagi  Hfwwm  went  back  to  the  cliamlM?r; 
and  having  intwowonls  ftctjU^utiiril  the 
fifii  Persian  with  their  desigri,  rim  .h-.' 
mightnolbcBurpriiwl  alit,he  tiwk  }ier  hy 
the  hand,  and  wd  her  to  the  viziir  ;^'ai 
who  was  Btill  on  horseback  at  ihi?  'I 
Sif,  taid  he,  here  is  the  slave;  aliei^yoi 
take  her. 

The  worda  were  scarce  out  of  ILi-i  H^i^ 
(an'i  raoulh  butNourcddin.calrhin^ 
of  the  Fair  Pereian,  palled  her  t>i  him. 
^ving  her  a  box  on  the  car,  Cohip  lut 
impertinence,  Eaid  he,  arid  get  yuu  h 

a^ain;  Ibr  though  your  ill  humour  obi; 

me  to  swear  1  should  brin°:  you  hillierrxel 
I  never  intended  lo  sell  you.  I  hnvo  husi- 
neM  for  you  to  do  j-et ;  and  it  will  W,  timu 
enough  to  part  with  you  when  I  have  no- 
Ihine  else  lelt. 

This  action  of  Noureddin  put  (he  vizlir 
Saouy  into  a  violent  passion.  MiRcniblo 
debauchee,  cried  he,  would*  thou  hFne 


Bfun«t  him,  cnoeavoured  (ohav> 
off  the  Fair  Persian.  Noureddin,  n,ti!,', 
tolhequickat  the  affront  the  viziicr  h:ul  |)ii 
upon  him,  quitieil  the  Fair  Peii.iii,  .ui' 
laying  hold  of  his  hoive's  bridle,  n^ulr  hijt 
run  two  or  three  pace*  backwaiil-.  Viii 
dotard,  raid  he  » the  vizier,  I  wuuld  ici 
thy  ioulout  of  thy  body  this  mornnl.  ivin 
it  not  out  of  respect  for  the  crowd  ol'in^tpU 
here  present. 

The  vizier  Saouy  being  loved  bv  noboil  v 
hut  hated  by  all,  there  was  not  ouf  nmnm 
them  but  was  pleased  to  see  Nonii'ililir 
RKHlily  him  a  little;  and  by  eil;iis  thi.'t 
gave  him  to  underWand,  that  he  imt'lir  ri- 
venge  himself  upon  him  as  muih  a-^  hi 
pleMed,  lor  nobody  would  interfej-e  in  tiicij 

fciaouy  endeavoured  to  make  Nouredilii 
quit  the  bridle ;  but  he  being  a  lurtty,  vi'mr 


marahed  home  with  her,  attended  hjr  to* 

people,  with  shouts  and  acclamatiixN  Sar 
the  rtctions  he  had  performed. 

The  vizier  Snouy,  cruelly  brui«ed  with 
the  blows  he  had  receiveJ,  made  shift  to 
get  up,  by  the  lusifitance  of  his  slavoL  and 
had  the  mortification  to  see  hinweU  b^ 
flmeared  with  blood  nnil  dirt-  He  huMtt 
upon  the  shoulders  of  two  slarca,  And  la 
that  condition  went  straight  to  the  palaet; 
in  the  sight  of  all  the  people^  witli  greatK 
confusion,  because  nnbody  pitied  hini.  As 
soon  as  he  reached  the  king's  apaitnMOt, 
he  began  to  crv  out,  and  call  lor  jartiee, 
after  a  lamentable  manner.  The  Idnc  or- 
dered him  to  be  admitted ;  and  aa  toon  am 
he  came,  he  a«ked  him  who  it  ma  that 
had  abused  and  put  him  into  that  miMm- 
ble  pickle.    Sire,  cried  S^iouy,  it  ■  the  C 


ous  n 


and  e 


ftooit  by,  pulled  hin)  off  his  no: 
middle  or  a  brook,  gave  him  a 


3ok,  eave 

blows,  and  dashed  nis  head  aE'iini'-i  du' 
Monesitillit  was  all  over  blood.  TIji'^Iumj^ 
that  waited  upon  the  vizier  woiiM  h:ni- 
drawn  their  ecimilars,  and  have  I'liiiri  u|>- 
on  Noureddin,  but  the  merchants  uiiii]n>-- 
ing.  prevented  Ihem.  What  doyn  i  nn  in? 
Mud  they  lo  him ;  do  you  not  see  th.iE  nur 
nnvixier,  the  othera  vizier's  a<u  1  l.oi 
them  fight  it  nut  between  themsel  <■''- ,  i^t- 
hnpi  thev  will  be  reconciled  oni'  um:-  nr 
Other:  whereas,  if  you  hml  killed  Ninii.'l- 
din,  vour  mauler,  with  oJl  hia  prcitm.'.*', 
could  not  have  been  able  to  prurucL  you 
■gainat  the  law. 

Pioureddin,  havirig  given  over  beating 
the  vizier  Saouv,  left  him  in  the  middle  at' 
the  brook;  and  taking  the  Fair  Pentian, 


.   .    your  sacred  counsela,  tbatl....   

skmed  me  to  have  been  so  barbwooslr 
treated.  Sav  no  more  of  that,  r^ied  tbs 
king :  onl^  let  me  hear  the  wbMe  stoirr 
simply  as  it  15,  and  who  the  offender  is;  and 
ifhe  IS  in  the  wrong,  you  may  depend  upon 
It  be  shall  be  severely  punished. 

Sire,  said  Saouy  eien,  telling  the  irtiole 
matter  to  his  own  advantage,  having  an 
iiccasion  for  a  cook-maid,  I  went  to  tlM 
maritet  of  women  slaves  to  buy  tan  ooe : 
when  I  came  thither,  there  waa  a  riaTe 
lustcriedat  four  thousand  pieces  ofgoU: 
I  ordered  them  to  bring  the  slave  befere 
me ;  and  1  think  my  eyes  never  did  Dor 
will  behold  a  more  beautiful  creatant.  1 
^ad  no  sooner  examined  her  beauty  with 
the  highest  satlsraction.  hut  I  immediatdj 
disked  to  whom  she  belonged  ;  and  upoQ 
inquiry  I  Ibund  that  Noureddin.  son  to  the 
late  vizier  Kliacan,  hod  the  dispoeii^  cf 
her. 

Sire,  your  majesty  may  remember,  that 
ibout  tB-o  or  three  years  agovou  gave  thai 
vizier  ten  thouEnnd  pieces  of  ?ok1,  strictly 
charging  him  to  buy  you  a  sluve  with  it. 
The  money,  indeed,  was  laid  out  upon  thii 
very  slave ;  but  insteail  of  bringing  her  to 
vour  majesty,  thinking  his  son  ileserved  her 
l*tter,  he  mailehim  a  present  of  her.  Nou- 
reddin, since  hid  tamer's  death,  havinf 
irasted  his  whole  fortune  in  riot  and  Ibmm- 
ing,  has  nothing  lell  hut  this  slave,  which 
lie  at  lust  resolved  to  part  witli.  and  sh« 
was  to  be  sold  in  hi^  name.  I  xent  lor  him; 
!ind  without  mentioning  any  thing  of  his 
liither's  pre  van  cat  ion,  or  rather  treachery, 
loyour  m.TJestv,  I  in  the  civilest  niunner 
■iaid  to  him,  Noureddin,  the  merchants,  I 
[icrceive,  have  put  your  sIavc  up  at  four 
rliouiEind  pieces  of  gold;  and  1  question 
not,  but  in  emulation  ol' each  other,  thrv 
vilt  raise  the  price  coruiiilenibly ;  let  loe 
Lave  her  lor  the  lour  thousand  pieces;  I  am 
;oing  ia  buy  her  for  the  khi^,  our  loi^  and 
naster:  thLs  will  be  a  hanilsome  opponu- 
riity  of  making  your  court  to  him ;  and  his 
favour  will  be  worth  a  great  deal  inoni 
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than  tfaoL  mefcfaantt  can  propoio  to  ffit& 

Initead  of  retnrntnff  me  a  civfl  answer, 
the  iiiBt>leiit  wretch,  Eeholdine  me  with  a 
fierce  air,  Decrepit  villain,  said  he,  I  would 
rather  give  my  slave  to  a  Jew  lor  nothine, 
than  to  thee  (or  money.  Noureddin,  reph- 
ed  I,  without  passion,  though  I  had  some 
reason  to  be  a  little  warm,  you  do  not  con- 
sider, that  in  taildngr  at  this  rate  you  affront 
the  king,  who  raiaSi  both  your  lather  and 
me  to  the  honours  we  have  enjoyed. 

This  admonition,  instead  ofsofienin^  him, 
Tnly  pKvoked  hira  to  a  higher  degree :  so 
that,  ladling  upon  me  like  a  madman,  with- 
out pej^ard  tA  my  age  or  rank,  he  pulled 
me ofimy  horse,  b^t me  as  long  as  he 
could  suuid  over  me,  and  has  put  me  into 
this  miserable  plight  your  majesty  sees  me 
in.  I  beseech  you  to  consider,  that  upon 
your  account  I  have  been  so  publicly  al- 
fronted.  At  the  end  of  these  words  he  held 
down  his  head  and  tamed  away,  to  shed  a 
shower  ol' team. 

The  abused  king,  highly  incensed  against 
Noureddin  by  this  remtion,  full  of  malice 
and  artifice,  oisoovered  by  his  countenance 
the  violence  of  his  anger ;  and  turning  to 
the  captain  of  his  euards,  who  stood  near 
him.  Take  fbrtv  of  your  soldiers,  said  he, 
and  immediately  go  plunder  Nourcddin's 
bouse ;  and  having  ordered  it  to  be  razed 
to  the  ground,  bring  him  and  his  slave 
aJong  with  you  to  me. 

The  captain  of  the  guards  was  not  gone 
out  of  the  kingV  presence,  when  an  omcer 
bck)ngingto  tlie  court,  who  overheard  the 
order  that  had  been  ^iven,  got  before  him. 
His  name  was  San^r ;  and  he  had  been 
lormerly  a  slave  olme  vizier  Khacan,  who 
had  introchiced  him  at  court,  where  by  de- 
grees be  raised  himself. 

Sangiar.  full  of  gratitude  for  his  old  mas- 
ter, arul  aAection  for  Noureddin,  whom  he 
pemembered  a  child,  and  being  no  stranger 
to  Saouy'fi  hatred  to  Khacan's  ttimily, could 
not  hear  the  order  without  concern.  This 
actHMi  of  Noure<ldin*s,  said  he  to  himself, 
may  not  be  altogether  so  black  as  Saouy 
has  reprcKUted  it.  He  has  prejudiced  the 
king  against  him,  who  will  certainly  put 
him  to  death,  without  allowing  him  time 
to  mstify  himself.  He  made  so  much  haste 
to  Kourcddin's  house,  a^  to  get  thither  soon 
enough  to  acquaint  him  with  what  had 
posiaed  at  court,  and  give  him  time  to  pro- 
vide lor  his  own  and  the  Fair  PetKian's 
safety.  He  knocked  so  violently  at  the 
door 'that  Noureddin,  who  had  been  a  great 
while  without  any  servant,  ran  immediate- 
ly to  open  it.  My  dear  lord,  said  Sangiar, 
)u>re  is  no  more  safety  lor  you  in  Balsora ; 
ymi  muftt  lose  ik>  time,  but  depart  hence 
this  moment. 

How  so  ?  replied  Noureddin.  What  is 
the  reason  I  must  be  gone  so  soon?  Make 
haste  away,  sir,  sakf  Sangiar,  and  take 
);w  slave  with  yoa.    Inahort,  finooy  has 


been  jnst  now  arquainting  the  king,  after 
his  own  way  of  telling  it,  all  that  passed 
between  you  and  him ;  and  the  captain  of 
the  guard  will  be  here  in  an  instant,  with 
if)rty  soldiers,  to  seize  you  and  the  Fair 
Persian.  Take  these  forty  pieces  of  sold 
to  assist  you  in  findinii;out  some  other  pliic# 
of  safety.  I  would  give  you  more  if  I  had 
it  about  me.  Excuse  my  not  staving  any 
longer ;  I  leave  you  with  great  reluctance; 
but  it  is  for  the  good  of  us  both.  I  have  W9 
much  interest  with  the  captain  of  the 
guards,  that  he  will  take  no  notice  of  me. 
Sangiar  gave  Noureddin  but  just  time  to 
thank  him.  and  away  he  went 

Noureddin  presently  ac()uainted  the  Fair 
Persian  with  the  absolute  necessity  of  their 
going  that  moment  She  only  stayed  to 
put  on  her  veil,  and  then  they  both  stole 
out  of  the  house  together,  and  were  so  lucky 
asi  not  only  to  get  clear  of  the  citv  with- 
out the  least  notice  being  taken  of  their  es- 
cape, but  also  sately  to  arrive  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Euphrates,  which  was  not  far  oS, 
where  they  embarked  in  a  veasel  that  lay 
ready  to  weigh  anchor. 

Tney  were  no  sooner  on  shipboard,  but 
the  captain  came  on  deck  amongst  his  pa»- 
sengers.  Children,  said  he  to  them,  are 
you  all  here  ?  have  any  of  you  any  more 
business  to  do  in  the  citv,  or  have  you  left 
any  thing  behind  you)  Thev  were  aft 
there,  tlie)r  answered  him,  onu  ready;  so 
that  he  might  sail  as  soon  as  he  pleuised. 

When  Nouretldin  came  on  board,  the 
first  question  he  asked  was,  whither  the 
ship  was  bound  ?  and  being  told  lor  Bag- 
dan,  he  r^oiced  at  it.  The  captain,  havinc 
weighed  anchor,  set  sail ;  and  the  vessel, 
with  a  very  favourable  wind,  kst  sight  of 
Balsora. 

Let  us  now  see  how  matters  went  at 
Balsora, while  Noureddin  and  the  FairPer« 
sian  made  their  escape  from  the  fury  of  the 
enraged  king. 

The  captain  of  the  guards  came  to  Noih 
reddin's  house,  and  knocked  at  the  door: 
but  nobody  coming  to  open  it,  he  ordered 
his  soldiers  to  bresuc  it  open,  who  immedi* 
ately  obeyed  him,  and  nisned  in.  They 
pearrhed  every  hold  and  corner  of  the 
house ;  but  neither  he  nor  the  Fair  Persiaa 
was  to  be  found.  The  captain  of  the 
ffuards  made  them  iiK^uire  of  the  neigh- 
bours ;  and  he  himself  asked  if  they  EiBMi 
seen  them  lately.  It  was  all  in  vain ;  for 
if  the/  had  seen  him  go  out  of  his  houses 
so  universally  beloved  was  Noureddin,  that 
not  one  of*  ttiem  would  have  said  the  least 
word  to  his  prejudice.  While  they  were 
rifling  the  house,  and  levelling  it  to  the 

ground,  he  went  to  acquaint  the  king  with 
le  news.    Look  for  them,  sakl  he,  every 
where ;  for  I  am  resolved  to  have  them. 

The  captain  of  the  guards  made  a  ae* 
cond  search  afler  them,  and  the  king  din* 
minedthevizierSaouy  with  honour.  Go 
hone,  said  he  to  him;  trooble  yoomtf  no 


t7« 


ARABIAN  NIGHTS'  ENTERTAINMENTa 


fiurther  to  puniflh  Noureddin :  I  will  reveng^e 
hk  imolence. 

Without  delay  tlie  king  ordered  to  be  pro- 
claimed throughout  the  whole  city  a  rewacd 
of  a  thousand  pieces  of  fold  fur  any  person 
that  should  apprehend  Noureddin  and  the 
Fair  Parsian,  with  a  severe  punisliment 
upon  whoever  should  conceal  them.  But 
alter  all  his  pains  and  diligence,  no  tidings 
eould  be  heard  ol*  them ;  and  tlie  vizier  8ii- 
ouy  had  only  tlie  comlbrt  ot' seeing  tJie  king 
espouse  his  quarrel. 

In  the  mean  time,  Noureddin  and  the 
Fair  Persian,  after  a  prosr)erous  voyage, 
landed  sale  at  Bagdad.  As  Boon  as  Uic 
eapCain  came  witnin  sight  of  that  city, 
v^eased  that  his  voyage  was  at  an  end, 
Kejoice,  my  children,  cried  he  to  tlic  piis- 
■engers,  yonder  is  that  gretit  and  wonderCul 
city,  where  there  is  a  pcr)[)etua!  concoume 
of' people  irom  all  parts  of  the  world:  tiiere 
you  shall  meet  witli  innumerable  crowds, 
and  never  feel  the  extremity  of  cold  in  win- 
ter, nor  the  excels  of  heat  m  summer,  but 
enjoy  an  eternal  spring  with  all  it  flowers, 
and  the  delicious  truits  of  autumn.  When 
the  veoel  came  to  anchor,  a  little  below 
the  city,  the  passengers  went  ashore,  etich 
to  their  respective  place  of  abode.  Nou- 
reddin gave  the  captain  five  pieces  of  gold 
for  his  passage,  ana  went  ashore  also  with 
the  Fair  Persian ;  but  being  a  perfect  stran- 
^r  in  Bagdad,  he  was  at  a  loss  tor  a  lodg^ 
iDg.  They  rambled  a  considerable  time 
alon^  by  the  gardens  that  bordered  on  t})e 
Tigris ;  and  keeping  clofe  to  one  of  them 
that  was  enclosed  with  a  very  fine  long 
wall  at  the  eiKi  of  it.  they  turned  into  a 
street  well  paved,  where  tliey  perceived 
a  garden-door,  and  a  charming  fountain 
near  it. 

The  door,  which  was  very  magnifKent, 
happened  to  be  shut,  but  tlie  porch  was 
open ;  in  wliich  there  was  a  sola  on  each 
ade.  This  is  a  very  convenient  place  tor 
us,  said  Noureddin  to  the  Fair  rersian; 
night  comes  on  apace:  and  tliough  we 
have  eaten  nothing  since  our  landing,  I 
ani  for  passing  tlie  night  here,  and  to-mor- 
row we  shall  have  time  enough  to  look  lor 
a  lodgmg :  what  say  you  to  it  ? — Sir,  re- 
plied the  Fair  Persian,  you  know  your  wish- 
es are  mine ;  let  us  go  no  farther,  since  you 
are  willing  to  stay  here.  Each  of  them 
having  drank  a  draught  of  water  at  the 
fimntam,  they  laid  themselves  down  upon 
one  of\theF(;  sofas ;  and  atier  a  little  chat, 
being  invited  by  tlie  agreeable  murmur  of 
the  water,  tlu^y  fell  litst  ai^leep. 

The  garden  Iwfloriffed  to  the  caliph :  and 
In  the  middle  of  ir  there  was  a  pavilk)n, 
called  the  Pavilkm  of  Futures,  because  its 
ehief  ornaments  were  pictui-es,  atler  the 
Persian  manner,  drawn  by  the  most  cele- 
brated painters  in  Persia,  wliom  the  caliph 
had  sent  tor  on  purpoae.  The  stately  hall 
within  this  pavilk)n  was  lighted  by  fbur- 
eeore  windows,  with  a  lustre  in  eacn :  bnt 


these  were  only  lighted  wLea  the  CRBpb 
came  thither  to  spend  the  evenings ;  and 
<he  weatlier  was  so  very  calnLthat  not  a 
breath  of  air  was  stirring.  Then  thef 
made  a  glorbus  illumination,  and  eould  u 
seen  at  a  great  distance  in  the  eountry  oo 
tliat  side,  and  by  great  part  of  the  city. 

There  was  but  one  person  that  bad  the 
charge  of  this  fine  garden ;  and  the  offipe 
was  at  this  time  held  by  a  Teiy  aipeA  offi- 
cer^  named  Scheich  Ihrahim,  whom  the 
caliph  himself,  for  some  important  flerriee, 
put  into  that  employment,  with  etrict 
charg;e  not  to  let  all  sorts  of'  people  in,  but 
especially  to  sutler  nobody  either  to  sit  or 
lie  down  on  the  softis  at  the  outward  door. 
that  they  mij^ht  always  be  clean;  ana 
whenever  he  found  any  body  there,  to  pun- 
ish them  severely. 

Some  business  had  obliged  Uiii  officer  to 
^  abroad,  and  he  was  not  yet  returned. 
When  he  came  back,  there  was  juit  day- 
light enough  for  him  to  discern  two  pemoa 
asleep  u)x)n  one  of  the  sofas,  with  both  their 
heads  under  a  piece  of  linen,  to  defend  them 
from  the  gnaUi.  Very  well,  laid  Scheich 
Ibraliim  to  himself,  these  people  diaobef 
the  caliph's  orders :  but  I  wul  take  eare  to 
teach  them  better  manners.  Upon  this  he 
opened  Uie  door  very  sotUy,  and  a  moment 
afber  returned  with  a  swinging  cane  in  hia 
hand,  and  his  sleeve  tucked  up  to  the  elbow : 
he  was  just  going  to  lay  on  tnen  both  with 
all  his  might,  but  withnolding  hii  arm,  he 
began  to  reason  with  himself  uler  this  man- 
ner :  Thou  wast  going  to  strike,  without 
reflection,  these  people,  who  peniaps  aie 
strangers,  destitute  of  a  lodging,  and  utterly 
ignorant  of  the  caliph's  (xder:  ao  that  it 
would  be  advisable  to  know  first  who  they 
are.  Upon  this  he  gently  Ufled  up  the 
linen  that  covered  tlieir  neadA,  and  was 
astonished  to  see  a  young  man  to  well 
shaped,  and  a  young  woman  so  beautiful; 
he  then  waked  Noureddin,  by  pulling  him 
aof  Uy  by  the  feet 

Noureddin,  presently  lif\ing  up  hii  bead, 
and  seeing  an  old  man  %vith  a  long  while 
beard  standing  at  his  feet,  got  up,  and 
throwing  himself  upon  h»  kneea  and  tak- 
ing his  Hand,  kissed  it  Good  father,  said 
he,  Heaven  preserve  you !  What  do  jrou 
want,  my  son?  replied  Scheich  Ibrahim; 
who  are  you,  and  whence  came  you  ?  Wa 
are  strangers  newly  arrived,  answered 
Noureddin,  and  we  would  fain  tarry  hm 
till  to-morrow.  This  is  not  a  proper  plaoe 
for  you,  said  Scheich  Ibrahim  ;  come  ia 
with  me,  and  I  will  find  one  fitter  Ibr  yoa 
to  sleep  in  than  this;  and  the  sight  of*  the 
garden  which  is  very  fine  will  please  ^ou, 
when  you  see  it  to-morrow  by  day-iighL 
Is  this  garden  your  own  ?  said  Noureddin. 
Yea,  replied  Scheich  Ihrahim,  »wiawfiy ;  it 
is  an  inheritance  left  me  by  my&uier; 
pray  walk  in,  for  I  am  sure  jrou  will  not 
repent  seeing  it 

Noureddin  rose  up  to  thank   HcbMck 
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at 


Ibrahim  for  thecivilityhehftdahofwn  them; 
and  atlrnvnnls  the  Fair  PerBian  and  he 
went  into  the  gulden.  Schcich  Ibrahim 
locked  the  duor,  and  ^in«:  bctbrc,  led  them 
to  a  Kpot  from  whence,  at  orje  view,  tliey 
might  see  the  dinpo-ition,  grandeur,  and 
beauty  ol'the  whole  garden. 

Noureddin  had  men  very  fine  j?ardens  in 
BalM)ni,  hut  never  any  comparable  to  this. 
Havin<^  »\tic>tied  hii  curioHity,  as  he  was 
w^ilking  in  one  ol'  tiie  walkt^  he  turned 
alM>ut  to  the  officer  that  was  with  him,  and 
ae»kcd  Iiiu)  what  his  iviinn  wa:?.  As  Korm 
as  lie  told  him  it  was  Scheich  Ihrahini, 
Scheich  Ihniliim,  said  ho  to  him,  I  miif:t 
conlivw  thifl  ')&  a  charming  garden  indeed. 
Heaven  s*md  you  long  to  enjoy  the  i)U»a- 
fiures  of  it!  we  cannot  sufficiently  tluink 
j'ou  for  the  liivour  you  have  done  iw  by 
allowing  us  a  j>lace  so  well  worth  «»einsr ; 
however,  it  isbut  jui^tthat  we  f<lioulil  make 
you  taome  amends  for  your  kindiici«:  here 
are  two  pii^us  of  gold  ;  tiike  them,  and  get 
UB  something  to  eut,  tliat  we  may  be  merry 
togetlier. 

At  the  sight  of  the  two  pieces  of  gold, 
Scheich  Ibnihim,  who  was  a  ^reat  admirer 
of  that  mctiU,  laughed  in  Iils  sleeve:  he 
took  them,  and  haivin>'  Noureddin  and  the 
Fair  Persian  by  themselves,  went  to  provide 
what  was  necessary,  lor  he  was  alone. 
Said  he  to  himself  witli  great  joy,  Tlies(> 
are  generous  i)eoplc ;  I  sliould  have  done 
very  wrong,  if,  through  imprudence.  I  had 
ill-trc<ited  and driventhem away.  A  tenth 
portof  the  mr)ney  will  Hutfioe  to  tivat  them  \ 
ajid  the  rei^t  I  will  kee()  for  my  iiains. 

While  Scheich  Ibrahim  wiuigonc  to  (etch 
something  fur  his  own  supix'f,  as  well  as 
for  his  guc2?ts  Noureddin  and  the  Fair  Per- 
sian walked  up  and  down  the  giirden,  till 
at  last  Uic/  came  to  the  imvilion  of  pictures 
that  was  m  the  middle  of  it.  They  stood 
awhile  to  ailmirc  its  wonderful  structure, 
size,  and  lollincfv ;  and  ailcr  taking  a  full 
view  of  it  on  every  side,  they  went  up  a 
great  many  ste^M  of  fine  white  marble,  to 
Uic  hall-do()r,  which  they  found  locked. 

They  were  but  just  gi)t  to  the  bottom  of 
the  steps  as  Scheich  Ibrahim  returned 
loaded  witli  proviskins.  Schck^h  Ibraiiim, 
said  Noureddin,  in  great  sun)risc,  did  vou 
not  tell  us  that  this  was  your  garden  t  I 
did.  replied  Scheich  Ibrahim,  tuid  do  so 
still.  And  does  this  magnificent  pavilion 
also  belong  to  you  ?  saitl  Nouretidin. 
Scheich  Ibrahim  w;is  sta^^ered  at  this  mi; 
expected  (pie>iif)n.  If,  t^iiitl  he  to  himself. 
I  should  say  it  is  none  of  mine,  they  will 
ask  nie  how  I  can  be  master  of  the  ganlcn, 
and  not  of  the  pavilion.  As  he  had  made 
them  belie V(>  the  ganlcn  wiis  his,  he  said 
the  same  ot'the  pavilion.  My  ton,  said  he, 
ttie  |>avilton  is  not  distinct  from  the  garden, 
but  thev  both  belong  to  me.  If  so,  said 
Noureddin,  since  you  invite  us  to  be  your 
guests  to-uieht,  do  us  the  favour  to  show  us 
Uie  inside  orit ;  for  if  we  may  judge  by  the 


outward  apfiearance,  it  nuist  certainly  be 
extraonliniuily  magnificent 

It  would  have  bei^n  a  great  piece  of  in- 
civility in  Scheich  Ihrahini  to  have  refused 
Noureddin  that  favour,  atler  what  he  had 
already  done  for  iiim :  moreover,  he  con- 
sidered tliat  the  caliph  not  having  given 
him  notice,  according  to  his  usual  custom, 
it  was  likely  he  would  not  be  there  that 
night,  and  therefore  resolved  to  tn^at  his 

fiiests.  and  sup  with  them  in  that  room, 
le  laid  the  pn>vi.<ions  upon  the  first  step, 
whih^  he  went  to  his  apartment  lor  the  key . 
he  soon  returned  witli  a  light  and  openea 
the  diKir. 

Noui-eddin  and  the  Fair  Persian  entered 
the  hall ;  and  finding  it  so  surprising,  were 
never  tired  with  admiring^  the  beauty  and 
richnesHof  the  place.  Indeed,  without  say- 
inir  any  thing  of  the  pictures,^  which  were 
aiiminiblv  well  dniwn,  the  sMiis  were  very 
noble  iuul  cobtly  ;  and  besides  lustrCfi  thai 
were  fixed  to  every  window,  there  was  be 
tween  each  bar  a  silver  arm,  with  a  wax 
candle  in  it.  Noun^ddin  could  not  behold 
these  glorious  ol)jecLs  without  recollecting 
his  former  splendour,  and  si*^hing. 

In  the  meiui  time  Scheich  Ibrahim  wa« 
getting  nuidy,  and  the  clotli  being  laid 
u|N)n  a  sola,  and  ever^'  thing  in  ortlcr,  Nou- 
reddin, the  Fair  Persian,  and  he,  sat  down 
and  eat  to«?ctlier.  When  supper  w:w  done, 
and  they  had  waslied  their  hands,  Noured- 
din ojxMied  the  casCMicnt,  and  calling  the 
F'air  Peivian  to  him,  Come  hither,  my 
dt>ar,  said  he,  and  with  me  aclmire  the 
charming  pruei|MM!t  and  heauty  of  the  gar- 
den by  moonlight ;  nothing  can  be  more 
agreeable.  Slie  came  to  him;  and  tliev 
both  enjoyetl  the  view;  while  Scheich 
Ibrahim  was  busy  in  takhig  away  the 
cloth. 

When  Scheich  Ibraiiim  cnme  to  hit 
f  ucsts  again,  Noureddin  asked  him  whether 
he  had  any  liciuor  to  treat  them  with. 
What  liguor  would  you  have!  replied 
Scheich  Ibrahim:  shcrUa ?  I  have  the 
best  in  tlic  world :  but  sherbet,  you  know, 
my  son,  is  never  (Irank  alUT  supj>cr. 

Iknow  that  very  well,  said  Noureddin: 
It  is  not  sherbet,  but  another  sort  of  liquor 
that  we  ask  you  l(>r :  and  1  aniMn-Ttriseu  at 
your  not  understanding  nie.  It  is  wine  then 
you  mean,  s;iid  Scheich  Ibrahim.  You 
kuess  right,  replied  Noureddin ;  and  if  yoa 
have  any,  oblige  us  with  a  lx>ttle :  you  know 
a  bottle  aik*r  supi)er  is  a  very  proper  com- 
IKUiion  to  si)end  the  hours  with  till  bed-time. 

Ileaven  defend  me  from  keeping  wine  in 
my  house,  crit*d  Scheich  Ibraiiim,  mid  from 
ever  comin°r  to  a  place  where  any  is !  A 
man  who,  like  me.  luis  been  a  pilgrimage 
four  times  to  Mec^ra,  has  renounced  wine 
lor  f^ver. 

You  would  do  us  a  singular  kindnea, 
said  Noureddin,  in  getting  a  little  for  our 
own  drinking :  and  if  it  be  not  too  much 
trouble,  I  will  put  >-ou  in  a  way  how  you 
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Wf  ^  i^  without  gwrig  into  ftn  inn,  or  bo 
nock  as  lajing  your  hand  upon  the  vessel 
thUcontainBit.  Upon  that  condition  I  will 
do  it,  replied  Scheich  Ibrahim;  onlflet  me 
know  what  I  am  to  do. 

Why,  then,  said  Noureddin  to  him,  wc 
iilst  now  saw  an  an  tied  lo  the  entrance  ol' 
four  f^rden,  which  certainlf  must  be 
man,  and  which  vou  mny  make  iree  of  in 
UlJa  extremity.  Ilere  are  two  pieces  of 
gold  more:  take  tliera,  and  lead  your  ass 
with  the  panniersto  the  next  inn;  yon  may 
ftand  at  as  great  a  distance  as  you  please ; 
do  but  give  Bomething  to  Ihe  first  person 
that  comes  by,  and  desire  him  to  go  with 
joiir  etB  lo  the  inn,  and  get  two  pitchers  of 
wine :  put  one  in  one  pannier,  and  an  other 
in  anotner,  which  he  must  pay  for  out  of 
the  money  you  give  him,  and  ao  let  him 
bring  the  ass  back  to  you :  you  will  have 
nothing  to  do  but  to  drive  the  beast  hhher 
betbre  you;  we  will  take  the  wine  out  of 
the  [mnniers.  By  this  means  you  wilt  do 
nothms  that  will  give  you  any  ■cniple. 

The  two  last  pieces  of  gold  that  Scheich 
Ibrahim  was  goin^  to  receive  wrought 
wonderfully  upon  his  mind.  Ah '.  my  son, 
cried  he.  alter  Noureddin  had  done  speak- 
ing,  Yoa  have  an  excellent  contrivance; 
and  had  it  not  been  for  your  invention,  I 
should  never  have  Ihou^)it  of  this  way  of 
getting  yon  some  wine  without  any  scruplf 
of  conscience.  Away  he  went  to  execulf 
the  ontera,  which  he  did  In  a  little  time , 
and,  UIX1I1  his  return,  Noureddin  went  down 
thn  stairs,  and  taking  the  pitchers  out  of  the 
panniers,  carried  them  into  the  hall. 

Scheich  Ibrahim,  having  led  the  assback 
to  the  place  Irom  whence  he  look  him, 
'nme  back  asEiin.     Scheich  Ibrahim,  said 
Noureddin  toTiim,  we  cannot  enough  thank 
you  for  the  trouble  we  have  already  gii 
you,  but  WB  ivant  somclhin"-  yet.    Wl 
N  that,  replied  Scheich :   what  more  e 
jice  can  I  do  j'ou  1    We  have  no  cups  to 
igrinli  out  of,  sold  Noureddin ;  and  a  little 
'^Wt.  if  jnm  had  BBj,  would  M  ver^  accq^ 


taMe.    Do  but  snj  what  jon  hsve  b  mind 

to,  replied  Scheich  Ibrahim,  and  jmi  rivaL 
have  every  thinj  to  jmir  hearth  contenL 

Down  went  Scheich  Ibrahim,  luid  in  a 
ctuirt  time  ^road  a  table  for  tncm  with 
beautiful  porcetam  dishes,  full  of  all  nrta 
of  deticious  rrnits.  besides  gold  and  Mlver 
cups  to  drink  out  of;  and  havinc  aaked 
them  if  thev  wanted  anj'  thiiu*  ehi^  be 
withdraw,  though  they'  prcsBeabtm  eat^ 
neatly  to  stay. 

Noureddin  and  the  Fair  Persian  sat  down 
again, nnddrankeachacupa-piece.  They 
wereroightik  pleased  with  the  wine.  Wdl 
my  dear,  said  Nooi-eddin  to  the  Fair  Pei^ 
sian,  are  we  not  the  most  Ibrtunate  penona 
in  Ihe  world,  aller  to  many  dangen;  to 
meet  with  so  charming  and  agreeable  a 
place  ?  Let  us  be  merry,  and  thiift  do 
more  on  the  hardshipBof  our  voyage.  Can 
my  happiness  be  greater  in  this  worjd,  than 
lohave  you  fm  one  Bide  of  me,  and  mjgimm 
on  Ihe  other?  They  drank  freelv,  and 
diverted  them^lves  with  agreeable  coo- 
veraation,  each  singing  a  song'. 

Both  having  very  good  voices,  bat  tupO' 
cially  the  Fair  Persian,  their  stn^n£  at- 
tracted Scheich  Ibrahim,  who  had  atood 
liearkenin'  a  great  while  on  the  *te& 
without  ducnvering  himselll  He  coald 
contain  himselfno  fanecr,  butthrustinf  hi 
head  in  al  the  door.  Courage,  sir,  taia  he 
to  Noureddin,  whmn  he  took  to  be  ooitB 
drunk,  I  rtm  glad  to  see  yoa  eo  pleased. 

Ah!  Scheich  Ibrahim,  cried  Noureddin, 
turning  to  him,  you  are  a  glorious  man,  and 
we  are  exlremclv  obliged  to  you.  We  dan 
not  ask  you  to  drink  a  cup ;  but  walk  in ; 
come,  ait  down,  and  let  us  nave  the  honour 
at  least  of  your  company.  Go  on,  £oon, 
said  Scheich  Ibrahim ;  the  pleasure  orhear- 
ing:  your  Bongs  if  sulticicnt  for  me.  Upon 
this  he  immediately  retired. 

The  Fair  Persian  perceiving  Scheich 
Ibrahim,  throufhoneorthe  windows,  stand- 
ing upon  the  steps  without  the  door,  toU 
Noureddin  oT  it    Sir,  said  iha,  you  m» 
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what  an  averakm  he  has  for  wine;  yel  I 
question  not  in  the  least  to  make  him  drink 
some,  if  you  will  do  as  I  would  have  you. 
Nouneddin  asked  her  what  it  was.  Do  but 
say  the  word,  replied  he,  and  I  am  ready 
to  do  what  you  please.  Prevail  with  him 
then  only  to  come  in,  and  bear  us  com- 
oany  j  8ome  time  afler  fill  up  a  bumper,  and 
j^ive  It  him :  if  he  refuses  it,  drink  it  your- 
selfl  pretend  to  be  asleep,  and  leave  the  roit 
to  me. 

Noureddin  understood  the  Fair  Persian's 
design,  and  called  to  Scheich  Ibrahim,  who 
came  again  to  the  door.  Scheich  Ibrahim, 
said  he,  we  are  vour  guests ;  you  have  en- 
tertained us  in  the  most  obliging  manner  in 
the  world,  and  will  you  now  refuse  our  so- 
h'citations  to  honour  us  with  vour  company? 
We  do  not  ask  you  to  drink,  but  only  the 
&vour  of  seeing  jrou. 

Scheich  Ibrahim  being  at  last  prevailed 
upon,  came  into  the  hall,  and  sat  down 
upon  the  edge  of  a  sofa  that  stood  nearest 
to  the  door.  You  do  not  sit  well  there,  said 
Noureddin,  and  we  cannot  have  the  honour 
of  seeing  you ;  pray  come  nearer,  and  sit 
you  down  bv  the  lady;  she  will  like  it 
much.  I  wul  obej  you,  replied  Scheu^h. 
Ibrahim;  so  coming  (brwiutl,  simpering, 
to  think  he  should  be  seated  near  so  beau- 
tiful a  creature,  he  placed  himself  at  some 
distance  from  the  Fair  Persian.  Noured- 
din desired  a  song  of  her,  in  return  for  the 
honour  that  Scheich  Ibrahim  had  done 
them;  and  she  sung  one  that  charmed 
him. 

When  the  Fair  Persian  had  ended  her 
mmf,  Noureddin  poured  out  a  cup  of  wine, 
ana  presented  it  to  Scheich  Ibrahim, 
Scheich  Ibrahim,  said  he,  I  entreat  you 
drink  this  to  our  healths.  Sir,  replied  he, 
starting  back,  as  if  he  abhorred  the  very 
sight  of  the  wine,  I  beseech  you  to  excuse 
me ;  I  have  already  told  vou  that  I  have 
forsworn  the  use  ofwine  these  many  yean. 
Then  since  poeitively  you  will  not  drink 
our  healths,  said  Noureddin,  give  me  leave 
to  drink  yours. 

While  Noureddin  was  drinking,  the  Fair 
Persian  cut  half  an  apple,  and  presented  it 
to  Scheich  Ibraliim.  'Fhough  you  refused 
drinking,  siiid  she,  yet  I  believe  you  will  not 
rel'use  tasting  this  aDi)lc ;  it  is  very  excel- 
lent Scheich  Ibranim  had  no  power  to 
refuse  it  from  so  fair  a  liand,  but  taking  it 
with  a  very  low  bow,  put  it  in  his  mouth. 
She  sEiid  a  great  many  pleasant  things  upon 
the  occasion ;  and  Noureddin,  falling  back 
upon  the  sofa,  pretended  to  (all  fast  asleep. 
The  Fair  Persian  presently  advanced  to- 
wards Scheich  Ibmhim,  and  speaking  in  a 
low  voice,  Look  at  him,  saki  she ;  thus,  in 
all  our  merry  parties  he  constantly  serves 
me ;  and  no  sooner  has  he  drank  a  cup  or 
two,  but  he  falls  asleep,  and  leaves  me 
alone ;  but  I  hope  you  will  have  the  good- 
Hi  to  keep  me  company  till  heawakes. 
At  this  the  Fair  Piuiian  took  a  cop,  uad 


filling  it  with  wine,  offered  it  to  Scheick 
Ibrahim.  Here,  said  she,  drink  off  this  to 
my  health ;  I  am  going  to  pledge  you. 
Scheich  Ibrahim  made  a  great  many  diA> 
culties,  and  begged  her  to  excuse  him  from 
drinking:  but  she  pressed  him  so,  that, 
overcome  by  her  charms  and  entreaties, 
he  took  the  cup,  and  drank  off  every  drop 
of  the  wine. 

The  good  old  man  loved  a  cheering  cup 
in  his  heart,  but  was  ashamed  to  drink 
among  sUungers.  He  oflen  went  to  the 
tavern  in  private,  as  many  other  people  do ; 
and  he  did  not  take  the  precaution  Nou- 
reddin recommended,  but  went  directly  to 
an  inn,  where  he  was  well  known  (mght 
serving  him  instead  of  a  cloakV  and  saved 
the  money  that  Noureddin  had  ordered 
him  to  give  the  messenger  that  was  to  have 
gone  for  it 

While  Scheich  Ibrahim  was  eatingthe 
half  apple  afler  his  draught,  the  Fair  Per- 
sian fuled  him  out  anotncr,  which  ho  re- 
ceived with  less  difficulty  than  the  former, 
but  made  none  at  all  at  the  third.  In  short, 
a  fourth  was  (kank  before  Noureddin  start- 
ed up  from  his  pretended  sleep ;  and  burst- 
inff  out  into  a  vk)lent  fit  of  laughter,  and 
looking  upon  him,  Ha !  ha !  said  he,  Schek^h 
Ibrahim,  have  I  caught  you  at  last  ?  Did 
you  not  tell  me  you  had  forsworn  wine, 
and  now  you  have  drank  it  all  up  from  me. 

Scheich  Ibrahim,  not  expecting  to  be 
surprised  afler  that  manner,  blushed  a  lit- 
tle ;  however,  that  did  not  spoil  his  draiifht ; 
but  when  he  had  done.  Sir,  said  he  to  Nou- 
reddin, laughing,  if  there  is  any  crime  in 
what  I  have  done^  it  lies  at  this  fair  lady's 
door,  not  mine ,  for  who  could  possibly  re- 
sist BO  man^  charms  ? 

The  Fair  Persian,  who  perfectly  under- 
stood Noureddin,  took  Scheich  Ibrahim's 
^rt  Let  him  talk^  said  she:  Scheich 
Ibrahim,  take  no  notice  of  him,  but  let  us 
drink  on  and  be  merry.  Awhile  afler,  Nou- 
reddin filled  out  a  cup  for  himself  and  the 
Fair  Persian ;  but  when  Schekii  Ibrahim 
saw  that  Noureddin  had  forgot  him  in  his 
turn,  he  took  his  cup,  and  presenting  it  to 
the  Fair  Penian,  Madam,  said  he,  do  you 
pretend  I  cannot  drink  as  well  as  you  ? 

At  these  wordsof  Scheich  Ibrahim,  Nou- 
reddin and  the  Fair  Persian  were  ready  to 
split  their  sides  with  laughing.  Noureddia 
poured  him  out  some  wine,  and  they  sat 
laughinff,  chatting,  and  drinking,  till  pretty 
near  midnight  About  that  hour  the  Fair 
Persian  began  to  take  notice  that  there  was 
but  one  candle  upen  the  table.  Scheich 
Ibrahim,  said  she  to  the  good  old  officei; 
you  have  afibrded  us  but  one  candle,  when 
there  are  so  many  wax  lights  jTonder ;  pray 
do  us  the  favour  to  light  some  of  them, 
that  we  may  see  a  little  better  what  we  are 

Scheich  Ibrahim,  making  use  of  the  Uberty 
that  wine  ioquee  vrhtok  it  gets  into  the 
head,  and  ooi  earinc  to  be  interrupted  a 
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hii  diacoursc  with  Naareddiiii  bade  the 
Fair  Persian  Wght  them  herself.  It  is  fitter 
for  a  young  person  like  you  to  do  it.  said  he, 
than  !br  me ;  but  be  sure  not  to  light  above 
five  or  six,  for  that  is  enough,  l^  rose  the 
Fair  Persian  immediately,  and  taking  a 
wax  candle  in  her  hand,  lighted  it  with 
that  which  stood  upon  the  table;  and, 
without  any  regard  to  Scheich  Ibrahim's 
order,  lighted  up  the  whole  fourscore. 

By  and  by,  while  Scheich  Ibrahim  was 
entertaining  the  Fair  Persian  with  some 
other  discourse,  Noureddin  took  his  turn  to 
desire  him  to  light  up  some  of  the  candles 
in  the  lustres,  not  taking  notice  that  all  the 
wax  lights  were  alreaoy  in  a  blaze.  Cei^ 
tainiy,. replied  Scheich  Ibrahim,  you  must 
be  very  lazy,  or  leas  vigorous  than  I  am, 
that  you  are  not  able  to  light  them  your- 
self: get  you  gone,  and  light  them ;  but  be 
mire  you  light  no  more  than  three.  To 
work  ne  went ;  but  instead  of  that  number, 
he  lighted  them  all,  and  opened  the  shut- 
ters ot'die  fourscore  windows,  before  Scheich 
Ibrahim,  who  was  deeply  en^^aged  with  the 
Fair  Persian,  knew  any  thmg  of  the  mat- 
ter. 

The  caliph  Haronn  Ahraschid  being  not 
yet  gone  to  bed,  was  in  a  room  at  his  pal- 
ace by  the  river  Tigris,  from  whence  he 
could  command  a  view  both  of  the  garden 
and  pavilion.  He  accidentally  opened  the 
casement,  and  was  extremely  surprised  at 
teeing  the  pavilkm  illuminated ;  and  at  first 
hj  the  greatness  of  the  light,  thought  the 
city  was  on  fire.  The  grand  vizier  Giafar 
was  still  with  him.  who  only  waited  for  his 
going  to  rest,  and  then  designed  to  go  home 
too.  The  calijph,  in  a  sreat  rage,  called 
the  vizier  to  him.  CareTeas  vizier,  said  he, 
come  hither,  come  hither :  look  upon  the 
pavilion  of  pictures,  and  tell  me  the  reason 
of  its  being  illuminated  at  this  hour,  now 
I  am  not  there. 

The  grand  vizier  Giafar,  upon  this  news, 
fell  into  a  violent  trembling,  fearing  some- 
thing else  was  the  matter :  but  mien  he 
came  nearer,  and  with  his  own  eyes  saw 
the  truth  of  what  the  caliph  had  told  him, 
he  was  more  alarmed  than  before.  Some 
excuse  must  be  made  to  appease  the  ca- 
liph's anger.  Commander  of^  the  true  be- 
lievers, said  he,  all  that  I  can  say  to  your 
majesty  about  this  matter  is,  that  some  five 
or  six  days  a^  Scheich  Ibrahim  came  to 
acquaint  me,  that  he  had  a  design  to  assem- 
ble the  ministers  of  his  mosque,  to  assist  at 
a  ceremony  he  was  ambitknn  of  perform- 
ing in  vpur  majesty's  auspicmus  reign.  I 
asked  him  if  I  could  be  any  way  servicea- 
ble to  him  in  this  afiair ;  upon  which  he 
entreated  me  to  get  leave  of^your  maje^y 
to  perform  the  ceremony  in  the  paidlion.  i 
■ent  him  away  with  leave  to  hold  the  as- 
sembly, telling  him  1  would  take  care  to 
acquaint  yonr  majesty  with  it;  and  I  ask 
pardon  for  having  «iuite  forgotten  it  Scheich 
Ibrahim,  continiied  he,  has  certainly  nmde 


choice  of  this  day  for  the  ceremony ;  and 
after  treating  the  ministers  of  his  moeque, 
he  waswilhngto  indulge  tliem  with  the 
sight  of  this  illumination. 

Giafar,  said  the  caliph,  with  a  tone  that 
)lainly  showed  his  anger  was  a  litde  mol- 
ified,  according  to  your  own  account,  yoa 
lave  committed  three  faults  that  are  un- 
pardonable; the  first,  in  giving  Scheich 
Ibrahim  leave  to  i)erlbrm  this  ceremony  in 
my  pavilion ;  for  a  person  in  such  an  office 
as  his  EB  not  worthy  of  so  ^reat  an  honour  ; 
the  secondj  in  not  acauamthi^  me  with  it : 
and  the  third,  in  not  diving  mto  the  good 
old  man's  intention.  For  my  part,  1  am 
persuaded  he  only  did  it  to  try  if  he  could 
get  any  money  toward?  bearing  the  charse 
of  it ;  but  that  never  came  into  your  head  ; 
and  sure  I  shaU  not  wron^  him  maUowing 
him  to  revenge  himself  for  not  having  ob- 
tained the  expense  of  the  night's  illmnina- 
tion. 

The  grand  vizier  Giafar,  overjoyed  to 
hear  the  caliph  put  the  matter  npon  that 
footing,  very  willingly  owned  the  nuilts  he 
reproached  him  wiUi,  and  freely  confessed 
he  was  to  blame  in  not  giving  Scheich 
Ibrahim  a  few  pieces  of  gold.  Since  the 
case  is  so,  added  the  «ilip&  it  is  just  that 
thou  shouldst  be  punished  for  thy  mistakeff, 
but  thy  punishment  shall  be  light:  thou 
shalt  spend  the  remainder  of  the  night,  as 
I  mean  to  do,  with  these  honest  people^ 
whose  company  I  shall  be  well  pleam 
with ;  and  while  I  am  putting  on  a  citi- 
zen's habit,  go  thou  and  disguise  thyvel' 
with  Mesrour.  and  come  both  of  yen  ailong 
with  me.  The  vizier  Giafar  would  have 
persuaded  him  it  was  late,  and  that  all  the 
company  would  be  gone  before  he  oould 
get  thither;  but  the  caliph  said  he  would 
positively  go.  The  vizier,  who  knew  that 
not  a  syllable  of  what  he  had  said  was  true, 
began  to  be  in  ^reat  consternation;  bat 
there  was  no  reply  to  be  made,  and  go  he 
must. 

The  caliph,  then,  dissniiised  like  a  citizen, 
with  the  grand  vizier  Giafar  and  Mesraiir, 
chief  of  the  eunuchs,  stole  out  of  the  pa- 
lace together.  They  rambled  through  the 
streets  of  Bagdad  till  they  came  to  the  gar- 
den ;  the  door,  through  the  careleameHi  ol 
Scheich  Ibrahim,  was  open,  he  having  for 
^t  to  shut  it  when  he  came  back  fromboy- 
in^  the  wine.  The  caliph  was  very  an^iy 
at  It  Giafar,  said  he  to  the  grana  vizier, 
whaX  excuse  have  you  for  the  door  being 
open  at  this  unseasonable  hour  ?  ii  it  pa»- 
sible  that  Scheich  Ibrahim  makeaaeuiCoei 
of  leaving  it  thus  all  nif  ht?  I  rather  be- 
lieve the  hurry  of  the  feast  has  been  the 
occasion  of  this  neglect. 

The  caliph  went  into  the  garden ;  and 
when  he  came  to  the  pavilbn,  reeol  ving  not 
to  go  into  the  hall  till  he  knew  what  was 
doing  there,  he  consulted  with  the  gmnd 
vizier  whether  it  was  not  his  best  waj  ft> 
climb  up  into  one  of  the  trees  that' 
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k,  to  make  a  discovery.  The  grand  vixier, 
eatftinff  his  eyes  upon  the  door,  perceived  it 
•Cood  naif  open,  and  told  the  caliph.  It 
seems  Scheich  Ibrahim  had  left  it  go,  when 
he  was  prevailed  upon  to  come  in  and  bear 
Nouredain  and  the  Fair  Persian  company. 

The  caliph,  laying  aside  his  first  design, 
stole  softly  up  to  the  nail  door,  which  stand- 
ing half  open,  he  could  see  all  the  compa- 
ny that  were  within,  without  being  disco- 
vered himself. 

But  liow  was  he  surprised,  when  he  saw 
a  lady  of  incomparable  beauty  and  a  hand- 
some young  man  sitting  at  the  table,  with 
Scheich  Ibrahim  bv  them.  Scheich  Ibra- 
him held  a  cup  in  nis  hand.  My  fair  lady, 
said  he  to  the  Fair  Pereian,  a  true  toper 
never  drinks  witliout  singing  a  song  first : 
if  you  please  to  hear,  I  will  give  you  one 
of  my  Best  songs. 

Scheich  Ibrahim  suns :.  and  the  caliph 
was  the  more  surprised,  because,  till  thcit 
moment,  he  never  knew  of  his  drinking 
wine,  but  always  took  him  for  a  grave,  so- 
lid man,  as  he  seemed  to  be  to  outward  ap- 
pearance. The  caliph  retired  from  the 
door  with  the  same  caution  as  he  made  his 
approaches  to  it :  and  coming  to  the  grand 
▼izier  Gialar,  who  was  standing  upon  the 
steps  a  little  k>wer.  Come  up,  said  he  to 
him,  and  see  if  those  within  yonder  are  the 
miDBterB  of  the  mosque,  as  you  would  have 
made  me  believe. 

By  the  tone  of  vouse  in  winch  the  caliph 
epoke  these  last  words,  the  vizier  under- 
stood that  things  went  ill  on  his  side:  how- 
ever, he  went  up  the  steps ;  but  when  he 
had  peeped  in  at  the  door,  and  saw  all  the 
three  siUin^  in  that  conditk>n,  he  trembled 
Ibr  fear  of  nis  life.  He  went  back  to  the 
caliph,  but  in  so  grtai  confusion,  that  he 
knew  not  what  to  sav.  What  riotous  do- 
ings are  here  7  saidtneealiph  to  him :  who 
are  these  people  that  have  presumed  to 
take  the  libierty  of  diverting  themselves  in 
my  garden  and  pavilion?  I  must  how- 
ever confess.  I  never  saw  two  persons  more 
t>eautiful  or  better  paired  in  my  life;  and 
therefore,  before  f  discover  mv  anger.  I 
will  inform  m  vself  better,  and  know  wno 
Jiey  are^  ana  the  reason  of  their  being 
here.  He  went  to  the  door  acpun  to  ob- 
ervethem  more  narrowly:  and  the  vizier, 
who  fblbwed,  stood  behind  him,  while  he 
fixed  his  eyes  upon  them.  Thev  both 
plainly  heard  every  word  that  schekh 
Ibrahim  said  to  the  Fair  Persian.  Is  there 
any  thing,  mv  charming  lady,  wanting  to 
render  the  pleasure  of  the  evening  more 
complete?  Nothing  but  a  lute,  replied  the 
Fair  Persian ;  and  methinks,  if  you  could 
get  me  one,  all  would  be  very  welL  Can 
you  play  upon  it  ?  said  Scheich  Ibrahim. 
Fetch  me  one,  replied  the  Fair  Pernan ; 
and  you  shall  hear  whether  I  can  or  not 

Scheich  Ibrahim,  without  stirring  very 
fiur  fVom  hJH  place,  took  a  lute  out  of  a  pros, 
and  presented  it  to  tlie  Fair  Pernan,  who 


began  to  tuneit  The  ealiph,  in  the  meac 
time,  turning  to  the  grand  vizier,  Giafar» 
said  he,  the  young  lady  is  going  to  play 
upon  the  lute ;  and  if  she  performs  well.  I 
will  forgive  her,  and  the  younff  man  ibr 
her  sake ;  but  as  for  thee,  I  will  nave  thee 
handed.  Ck)mmanderofihe  true  believers, 
rephed  the  grand  vizier,  if  that  is  your  in- 
tention, I  wish  to  God  she  may  play  ill 
Whvso?  said  the  caliph.  Bemuse,  re- 
plied the  grand  vizier,  the  longer  we  live  in 
this  world,  the  more  reason  we  shall  have 
to  comfort  ourselves  with  the  hopes  of  dy- 
inff  in  good  sociable  company.  The  ca- 
liph, who  loved  a  repartee  began  to  lau^h 
at  this ;  and  putting  his  ear  to  the  opemn^ 
of  the  door,  ne  listened  to  hear  the  Fair 
Persianplay. 

The  Fair  Persian  began  in  a  style,  that, 
from  the  moment  of  her  touching  the  lute, 
the  caliph  perceived  she  did  it  with  a  maa- 
terly  hand.  Afterwards  she  began  to  sing 
an  air  \  and  accompanying  the  lute  witE 
her  voiccL  whkh  was  admirably  fine,  Ae 
sung  ana  played  with  so  much  skill  and 
sweetness,  that  the  caliph  was  quite  ravish- 
ed to  hear  her. 

As  soon  as  the  Fair  Persian  had  finished 
her  song,  the  caliph  went  down  the  steps^ 
and  the  vizier  Giafar  followed  him.  When 
he  came  to  the  bottom,  I  never,  said  he,  to 
the  vizier,  heard  a  more  charming  voio& 
or  a  lute  better  touched  in  my  life.  Isaac,* 
whom  I  thought  the  most  skilful  player  m 
the  world,  does  not  come  up  to  her.  I  am 
80  charmed  with  her  music,  that  I  will  go 
in  and  hear  her  plav  before  me.  We  must, 
therefore,  consider  now  I  can  do  it 

Commander  of  the  true  believers,  said 
the  grand  vizier,  if  you  should  go  in,  and 
Scheich  Ibrahim  chance  to  know  you,  he 
would  infallibly  die  with  the  friffht.  It  is 
that  hurts  me,  replied  the  caliph ;  and  I 
should  be  loth  to  be  the  occa8k>n  of  his 
death,  afler  so  many  years'  service.  A 
thought  is  just  come  into  my  head,  that 
mav  succeed:  stay  here  w^ith  Mesrour, 
ana  wait  for  me  in  the  next  walk. 

The  neighbourhood  of  the  Tygris  had 
given  the  caUph  an  opportunity  of  turning 
a  sufficient  quantity  of  wator  under  a  state!/ 
bridge  into  his  garden,  to  make  a  piece  of 
water  well  terraced,  whither  the  choicest 
fish  of  the  whole  river  used  to  retire.  The 
fishermen  knew  it  very  well,  and  wouU 
have  given  the  world  to  fish  there ;  but  the 
caliph  had  expressly  charged  Sche^  Ibra- 
him not  to  suffer  any  of  them  to  come  near 
it  However,  tliat  very  night,  a  fisherman, 
passimr  bv  tlic  garden-door,  which  the 
caliph  nau  lei\  opeti  as  he  found  it,  made 
use  of  this  opportunity,  and,  going  in,  went 
directly  to  the  canal. 

The  fisherman  immediately  fell  to  woik 
with  his  casting  nets,  and  was  just  ready 

^  A  &11I0US  pisyttr  od  the  lute;  who  Kvsd  e 
Bsgdsdinthsis^piof  the  cal^ 
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to  drew  tfiem,  when  the  caliph^  fearing: 
what  would  be  the  efiect  of  Scheich  Ibra- 
fajm's  neg^ligence,  but  wilting  to  make  use 
of  it  to  brmg  his  design  about,  came  to  the 
same  place.  The  fiBnerman,  in  spite  of  his 
diaeuise,  knew  him,  and,  throwing  himself 
at  Tiis  feet,  humbly  implored  his  pardon, 
and  excused  himself  upon  the  account  of 
his  poverty.  Rise,  said  the  caliph,  and  be 
not  afraid :  only  draw  your  nets,  that  I  may 
•oe  what  nsh  you  have  got. 

The  fisherman,  recovered  of  his  fright, 
ouickly  obeyed  the  caliph's  orders.  He 
drew  out  five  or  six  very  large  fishes ;  and 
the  caliph  choosing  the  two  biggest,  tied 
them  together  by  the  head  with  the  twig 
of  a  tree.  Afler  this,  said  he  to  the  fisher- 
man, Give  me  thv  clothes,  and  here  take 
mine.  The  exchange  was  soon  made; 
and  the  caliph  being  dressed  like  a  fisher- 
man, even  to  his  boots  and  turban.  Take 
thy  nets,  said  he  to  the  fisherman,  and  get 
thee  about  thy  business. 

When  the  fisherman,  very  well  pleased 
with  his  good  fortune,  was  ^one,  the  caliph, 
taking  the  two  fishes  in  hn  hand,  went  to 
look  uler  the  grand  vizier  Giafar  and  Me»- 
rour :  he  stopped  at  the  grand  vizier,  who 
not  knowing  him,  asked  him  what  he 
wanted,  ana  bid  hmi  go  about  his  businese. 
The  caliph  fell  a  laughing ;  by  which  the 
vteier  finding  it  to  be  him,  Commander  of 
the  true  believers,  said  he,  is  it  possible  it 
can  be  yoa  ?  I  knew  you  not :  and  I  ask  a 
thousand  pardons  for  my  rudeness.  You 
are  so  disguised,  that  you  may  venture  into 
the  hall,  without  any  fear  of  b«ing  discover- 
ed by  Scheich  Ibrahim.  Stay  you  here 
with  Mesrour,  said  the  caliph,  while  I  go 
yonder  and  play  my  part. 

The  calipn  went  up  to  the  hall,  and 
knocked  at  the  door«  Noureddin  hearing 
him  first,  told  Scheich  Ibrahim  of  it,  who 
asked  who  was  there.  The  caliph  opened 
the  door,  and  stepping  a  little  way  into  the 
hall  to  show  hmisetf,  Scheich  Ibrahim, 
said  he,  I  am  the  fit^herman  Kerim,  who, 
being  informed  of  your  design  to  treat  some 
of  your  friend5,  have  brought  vau  two  very 
fine  fkhesj  fresh  caught,  to  ask  if  you  have 
any  occasion  tor  them. 

Noureddin  and  tlie  Fair  Persian,  mightily 
pleased  to  hear  him  name  fish,  Pray,  said 
■he  to  Scheich  Ibrahim,  let  him  come  in, 
that  we  may  look  at  them.  Scheich  Ibra- 
him, by  this  time,  was  incapable  of  asking 
this  counterfeit  fisherman  how  «r  whbK 
way  he  C€une  thither,  his  whole  thou|§^ht 
bdng  only  to  oblige  the  Fair  Persian. 
With  much  ado  he  turned  his  head  towards 
the  door,  being  quite  drunk,  and,  in  a  stam- 
mering tone,  mailing  to  the  caliph,  whom 
he  tO(Mc  to  he  a  fisherman,  Come  hither, 
thou  nightly  thief,  said  he,  and  let  us  see 
what  thou  hast  got. 

The  caliph  went  Ibrwanls,  and  counter- 
feiting all  the  actions  of  a  fisherman  to  a 
lucety,  presented  the  two  fishes.    These 


are  very  fine  ones  indeed,  said  the  Fair 
Persian :  and  if  they  were  well  dressed  and 
seasoned,  I  should  be  glad  to  eat  some  ot 
them.  The  lady  is  in  the  right  on  it,  an- 
swered Scheich  Ibraham ;  but  what  caa 
you  do  with  voiir  fish,  unles  it  wem 
dressed  ?  Go  aress  it  thyself)  and  bring  it 
tons;  thou  wilt  find  every  thmg  nee 
in  my  kitchen. 

The  caliph  went  back  to  the  grand 
Giafar,  said  he,.  I  have  been  very  well  re- 
ceived ;  but  they  want  the  fish  to  be  dreand. 
I  will  take  care  to  dress  it  myself,  said  the 
grand  vizier  and  they  shall  have  it  in  a 
moment  Nay,  replied  the  calipiL  so  eager 
am  I  to  accomplisn  my  design,  that  I  will 
take  that  trouble  myself;  for  since  I  have 
personated  the  fisherman  so  well,  sure  I 
can  play  the  cook  for  once.  In  my  vounger 
days,  I  dealt  a  little  in  cooker};,  ana  alwajre 
came  off  with  credit  So  sa)nn|[,  he  went 
directly  towards  Scheich  IbrahimV  lodg- 
ings, and  the  grand  vizier  and  Mesrour 
followed  him. 

They  all  three  fell  to  work ;  and  though 
Scheich  Ibrahim's  kitchen  was  not  very 
large,  yet  there  was  every  thing  in  it  that 
they  wanted.  The  fish  was  quickly  cooked; 
ana  the  caliph  served  it  up,  putting  to  eveiy 
one's  plate  a  lemon  to  squeeze  in  the  sauce 
if  they  thought  proper.  Tliey  all  eat  vaj 
heartily,  but  especially  Noureddin  and  the 
Fair  Persian :  and  the  caliph  stood  before 
them. 

As  soon  as  the  repast  was  over,  Noured- 
din looking  upon  the  caliph.  Fisherman, 
said  he,  there  never  was  better  &h  eaten ; 
and  3^u  have  done  us  the  greatest  favour 
in  the  world.  At  the  same  time,  putting 
his  hand  into  his  bosom,  and  pulling  out  a 
purse  of  thirty  pieces  of  gold,  the  remainder 
of  forty  that  Sangiar,  the  officer  of  the  king 
of  Balsora,  had  given  him  just  upon  his  de- 
parture. Take  it,  sakl  he  to  him;  if  I  had 
any  more,  thou  shouldst  have  it ;  had  I 
known  thee  in  my  prosperity,  I  would  have 
taken  care  to  secure  thee  from  ever  want- 
ing :  do  not  refuse  the  small  present  I  make 
thee,  but  accept  of  it  as  kindly  as  if  it  waa 
much  greater. 

The  caliph  took  the  purF«,  and  thanked 
Noureddin ;  and  perceiving  by  the  wei^^ 
that  it  contained  gold,  Sir,  said  he  to  him, 
I  cannot  enough  thank  voii  for  your  libe- 
rality, and  I  thmk  myself  very  tbrtuiiate  in 
havmg  to  do  with  a  person  of  jrour  gene- 
rosity ;  but  before  I  take  my  leave  I  nave 
a  favour  to  ask,  which  I  beg  you  not  to  de^y 
me.  Yonder  is  a  lute,  wmch  makes  roe 
believe  that  the  lady  undersfrnds  playing 
upon  it ;  and  if  you  can  prevail  with  her 
to  play  but  one  tune,  I  shall  go  away  pei^ 
fectly  satisfied ;  tor  a  lute,  sir,  is  an  imtra- 
merit  I  am  particularly  tbnd  of. 

Fair  Persian,  said  Noureddin.  immedi- 
ately addrewing  himself  to  her,  I  ask  that 
favour  of  you,  and  I  hope  >'ou  will  not  re- 
C\v^  me.    She  took  up  the  lute  withoof 
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mmcntreatiei^  and  pottiiiir  it  presently  in 
tone,  played  and  sungr  with  such  an  air.  as 
charmed  the  very  toul  of  the  caliph.  Aiter- 
warda  die  pla^  upon  the  lute  without 
mnging,  but  with  so  much  streng^  and 
sofmeai,  that  transported  him  into  an  eo- 


icy. 

When  the  Fair  Persian  had  given  ovesr 
ptsLymg,  the  caiinh  cried  out.  What  a  voice! 
what  a  hand!  wnat  skill!  was  there  ever 
finer  sinking,  or  better  playing  upon  the 
lute?  Never  was  there  any  seen  or  heard 
like  it 

Noureddin,  who  was  accustomed  to  give 
all  that  bekwiged  to  him  to  persons  who 
praised  him.  Fisherman,  saidl^  I  find  thou 
hast  some  taste  for  music :  smce  thou  art 
80  delighted  with  her  performance,  she  is 
thine;  1  make  thee  a  present  ol*  her.  At 
the  same  time  he  rose  up.  and  taking  his 
robe,  which  he  had  laid  by.  was  going 
away,  and  leaving  the  osdipn,  whcni  he 
believed  to  be  no  other  than  a  fisherman, 
m  ppssesBkin  of  the  Fair  Persian. 

The  Fair  Persian  was  extremely  sui^ 
prised  at  Noureddin's  tiberality :  ^e  took 
bold  of  him,  and.  kwking  tenderly  at  hhn, 

Whither,  sir,  said  she,  are  you  gomg  7  Sit 
down  in  your  place,  I  entreat  ym,  and 
hearken  to  what  I  am  goin^  to  sin^  and 
play.  He  did  as  she  desired  him;  ana  then 
the  Fair  Persian,  touching  the  lute,  and 
looking  upon  him  with  tears  in  her  eyes, 
sung  some  verses  that  she  had  made  ex- 
tempore, to  reproach  him  with  his  indif- 
ference^ and  the  easiness  as  well  as  cruelty 
with  which  he  resigned  her  to  Kerim.  She 
only  hinted  without  explaining  herself  any 
iarther  to  a  fisherman  as  Kerim  was;  for 
«he.  as  well  as  Noureddin,  was  ignorant  oi* 
liM  being  the  caliph.  When  she  had  done 
playing,  she  put  the  lute  down  by  her,  and 
clapped  a  haridkerchief  to  her  lace,  to  hide 
the  tears  she  could  not  help  sheddiiu?. 

Noureddin  made  no  answer  to  aU  these 
reproaches,  but  by  his  silence  seemed  to 
4ieclare  he  did  not  repent  of  what  he  had 
done.  The  caliph,  surprised  at  what  he 
had  heard,  Sir,  said  he,  as  far  as  I  see,  this 
beautiful,  rare,  and  accomplished  lady,  that 
«o  generousljK  you  have  made  me  a  present 
4>f  just  now,  is  your  slave,  and  you  are  her 
master.  It  is  very  true,  Kerim,  replied 
Noureddin ;  and  thou  wouidst  be  more  sur- 
prised than  thou  art  now.  should  1  tell  thee 
all  the  misfortunes  tiiat  nave  happened  to 
me  upon  her  account  Ah !  I  beseech  you, 
sir,  replied  the  caliph,  still  behaving  like  a 
fisherman,  oblige  me  so  fur  as  to  let  me 
hear  part  of  your  storv. 

Noureildin,  who  had  already  obliged  him 
in  several  thiitgt>  of  more  coiniequence,  was 
BO  complaifijiiit  u.-^  to  n^.late  tlie  whole  story 
to  him.  He  began  with  the  vizier  his  fii- 
ther's  buying  the  Fair  Perscui  for  the  king 
of  B«'iU>ra,  and  omitted  nothing  of  what 
iie  had  done,  or  what  had  happened  to  him 
from  thai  time  to  their  arrival  at  Baffdod, 


and  to  that  very  moment  he  was  taQoDK 
to  him. 

When  Noureddin  had  ended  his  story 
And  whither  are  you  going  now?  sakl  the 
caliph.  Where  Heaven  shall  direct  me, 
answered  Noureddin.  If  you  will  believe 
me,  replied  the  caliph,  you  shall  go  no  fkr- 
ther.  but,  on  the  contrary,  you  must  reUihi 
to  Balsora.  I  will  wnte  a  short  letter, 
which  you  shedl  give  the  kin|^  in  my  name: 
3^  shallsee,  upon  the  readmg  it,  he  will 
give  you  a  very  handsome  reoepaon,  and 
noboaj^  will  dare  to  speak  against  you. 

Kerim,  said  Noureddin,  what  thou  hast 
tokl  me  is  very  singular ;  I  never  heard 
that  apoor  fisherman,  as  thou  art,  had aqy 
correspondence  with  a  king.  Be  not  as- 
tonished at  that,  replied  the  caliph :  you 
must  know,  that  we  both  studied  together 
under  the  same  masters,  and  were  uways 
the  best  friends  in  the  world.  It  is  tnie, 
fortune  has  not  been  equally  favorable  to 
usj  she  has  made  him  a  king,  and  me  but 
a  fisherman.  But  this  inequality  has  not 
lessened  our  friendship :  he  has  often  ex- 
pressed a  readiness  and  desire  to  advance 
my  fortune,  but  I  always  refused  it ;  and 
am  better  pleased  with  the  satisfactfon  of 
knowing  that  he  will  never  deny  me  what- 
ever I  ask  ibr  the  service  and  advanta£^o( . 
my  fiiends :  let  me  do  it,  and  you  shalTsee 
tte  success. 

Noureddin  consented  to  what  the  caliph 
had  proposed;  and  there  being  every  thins^ 
necessary  for  writing  in  the  hall,  the  caliph 
wrote  a  letter  to  the  king  of  Balsora ;  at 
the  top  of  which,  near  the  edge  of  the  pa- 
per, he  placed  this  form,  in  three  small 
characters,  '  In  the  name  of  the  most  mer- 
ciful God,'  to  show  he  would  be  absolutely 
obeyed. 

The  Utter  of  Caliph  Haraun  Alraschid 
to  the  King  of  Balsora. 

'Haroun  Alraschid,  son  of  Mandi,  sends 
this  letter  to  Mahommed  Zincbi,  his  cousin. 
As  soon  as  Noureddin,  son  to  the  late  vi- 
zier Khocan,  the  bearer,  has  delivered  you 
this  letter,  and  you  have  read  it,  pull  o§ 
the  royal  mantle,  put  it  on  his  shoulders, 
and  place  him  in  thy  seat  without  faiL 
Farewell.' 

The  caliph  folded  up  the  letter,  and  seal- 
ed it ;  and  giving  it  to  Noureddin,  without 
saying  any  thing  of  what  was  in  it,  Qa 
said  he,  embark  immediately  in  a  vessel 
that  is  ready  to  go  ofi^,  (as  there  did  con- 
stantly every  every  day  at  the  same  hour  0 
you  may  sleep  when  you  are  abroad. 

Noureddin  took  the  letter,  and  away  he 
went,  with  the  Uttle  money  he  had  about 
him  when  Sangiar  gave  nim  his  purse : 
and  the  Fair  Persian,  distracted  with  grief 
at  his  departure,  retired  to  one  of  the  so&i, 
and  foil  to  weeping  bitterly. 

Noureddin  was  scarce  gone  out  of  the 
hall,when  Scheich  Ibrahim,  who  had  been 
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mkstt  dnrinfl:  the  whole  transactkio,  lookinr 
•lainistly  upon  the  caliph,  whom  he  BtiU 
took  ior  the  fisherman  Kerim,  Hark'e,  said 
hft  Kerim,  thou  hast  hrought  us  two  fishes 
that  are  worth  twenty  pieces  of  copper  at 
most,  and  thou  hast  got  a  puree  and  a  slave ; 
but  dost  thou  think  to  have  it  all  ibr  thy- 
aelfl  I  here  declare,  that  I  will  go  halves 
with  thee  in  the  slave ;  and  as  for  the  purse, 
show  roe  what  is  in  the  inside :  if  it  mi  sil- 
Ter,  thou  shalt  have  one  piece  ibr  thyself; 
but  il'  it  is  gold,  I  will  have  it  all,  and  give 
thee  in  exchange  some  pieces  of  copper 
which  I  have  in  my  purse. 

For  the  better  understanding  of  what  (bl- 
i^ws,  Scheherazade,  interrupting  herself 
here,  said,  we  must  observe,  that  the  caliph, 
before  his  serving  up  the  fish,  had  despatch- 
ed the  grand  vizier  Giafar  to  his  palace, 
with  orders  to  get  four  slaves,  with  a  rich 
habit,  and  to  wait  on  the  other  side  of  the 
pavilion  till  he  ^ve  a  signal  with  his  finder 
against  the  window.  The  grand  vizier 
performed  his  commission,  and  ne,Mesrour, 
and  the  four  slaves,  waited  at  the  appoints 
ed  place,  expecting  the  sign. 

But  to  return  to  my  story,  said  the  sul- 
tanesB.  The  caliph,  still  personating  the 
fisherman,  answered  Scheich  Ibrahim 
boklly,  I  know  not  what  there  is  in  the 
purse ;  gold  or  silver,  you  shall  freely  go  my 
halves ;  but  as  to  the  slave,  I  will  have  her 
all  to  myself;  and  if  you  will  not  accept 
these  conditk>ns,  you  shall  have  nothing. 

Scheich  Ibrahim,  enraged  to  the  last  de- 
gree at  this  insolence,  considering  him  only 
as  a  fisherman^  snatched  up  one  of  the  chi- 
na dishes  which  were  on  the  table,  and 
flune  it  at  the  caliph's  head.  The  caliph 
easily  avoided  the  blow,  being  thrown  by 
a  person  in  liquor ;  but  the  dish  striking 
against  the  wall,  was  dashed  into  a  thou- 
nnd  pieces.  Scheich  Ibrahim  grew  more 
enraged  at  having  missed  his  aim ;  and, 
catchinff  up  the  candle  that  stood  upon 
the  table,  rose  from  his  seat,  and  went 
staggering  down  a  pair  of  back  stairs  to 
look  for  a  cane. 

The  caliph  took  this  opportunity,  and 
■trildng  his  nands  against  the  window,  the 
grand  vizier,  Mesrour,  and  the  four  slaves, 
were  with  him  in  a  trice ;  the  slaves  quick- 
ly pulled  off  the  fisherman's  clothes,  and 
piit  him  on  the  habit  they  had  brought 
They  had  not  quite  dressed  the  ccdiph,  who 
had  seated  himself  upon  the  throne  that 
was  in  the  hall,  but  were  very  busy  about 
him,  when  Scheich  Ibrahim,  spurred  on  by 
interest,  came  back,  with  a  swinging  ccme 
in  his  hand,  with  which  he  desiff  necTto  pay 
the  pretended  fisherman  soundly :  but  in- 
stead of  finding  him,  he  saw  his  clothes  in 
the  mkldle  of  the  hall,  and  the  caliph  up- 
on hk  throne,  with  the  j^rand  vizier  and 
Mesrour  on  each  side  of  him.  He  stood 
awhile  gazing  upon  this  unexpected  sight, 
doubting  whether  he  was  awaike  or  asleep. 
The  caBph  fell  a  laughing  at  his  astoaiBb- 


ment ;  and  calling  to  faim,  SdieiBh  Ihn^ 
him,  said  he,  what  dost  thou  want  1  wbooi 
dost  thou  look  after  ? 

Scheich  Ibrahiin,  no  longer  doiiidiigtlMit 
it  was  the  caliph,  immediately  threw  hin^ 
self  at  his  foet,  with  his  lace  and  km  beard 
U)  the  ground.  Commander  of  the  trae 
believers,  cried  he,  ymxr  vile  slave  ham  at" 
fended  you ;  but  he  implores  your  elemeo- 
cy,  and  asks  a  thousand  pardons  for  his  otf^ 
fence.  As  soon  as  the  slaves  had  made  an 
end  of  dressing  him,  he  came  down  fino 
his  throne,  and  advancing  towards  hon^ 
Rise,  sakl  ne ;  I  forgive  thee. 

The  caliph  tlien  addressed  himself  to  the 
Fair  Persian,  who  had  suspended  her  nr- 
row  as  soon  as  she  understood  that  the  ^ai^ 
den  and  pavilion  belonged  to  that  pnnecL 
and  not  to  Scheich  Ibrahim,  as  he  had  all 
along  made  her  believe,  and  that  it  was 
he  himself  dis^iiised  in  the  fiiiieruian^ 
clothes.  Fair  Persian,  sakl  he,  rise,  and 
follow  me :  by  what  you  have  iatelir  seen, 

Sou  ought  to  know  who  I  am,  ana  to  be- 
eve  that  I  am  above  taking  any  advan- 
tage of  the  present  which  Noureddin,  with 
a  generosity  not  to  be  paralleled,  has  made 
me  qf  your  person.  I  have  nnt  him  to 
Balsora  to  be  Icing  there;  and  when  I  have 
given  liim  the  despatches  neoesmry  fir  his 
establishment,  you  shall  go  thither  and  be 
queen.  In  the  mean  time,  I  am  going  to 
order  an  apartment  for  you  in  my  pafiieey 
where  you  shall  be  treated  acooroing  H^ 
your  desert 

This  discourse  encouraged  the  Fftir  Fbtw 
sian,  and  comforted  her  very  sensibly.  Th^ 
joy  for  the  advancement  of   Noureddiii^ 
whom  she  passbnately  kived,  to  so  htffa^a 
honour,  made  her  sumcient  amends  for  Iser 
aflliction.    The  caliph  kept  his  promise,and 
recommended  her  to  the  care  of  his  ia^T 
Zobeide,  whom  he  acquainted  with  the  ai 
teem  he  had  lately  entertained  for  Noored- 
din. 

Noureddin's  return  to  Balsora  was  mm 
fortunate,  and  speedier  by  some  days,  thii 
he  could  have  expected.    Upon  his  arrini, 
without  visiting  any  of  his  friends  or  reb- 
tu>n&  he  went  directly  to  the  palace,  when 
the  king  at  that  time  was  giving  ^Qbb 
audience.    With  the  letter  held  up  m  In 
hand,  he  pressed  through  the  crowd,  whs 
presently  made  way  for  him  to  come  ftr- 
ward  and  deliver  it    The  king  took  ani 
opened  it  and  his  colour  changed  in  read- 
ing it :   ne  Idssed  it  thrice,  and  was  jimt 
alKmt  to  cbey  the  caliph's  orders,  when  fea 
bethought  himself  ot   shewing  it  to  the 
vizier  Saouy,  Noureddin's  irreconcilable 
enemy. 

Saouy,  who  had  discovered  Noureddin, 
and  began  to  conjecture,  with  great  aaoa- 
siness,  what  might  be  the  design  of  hiioa- 
ming,  was  no  less  surprised  than  the  ki^r 
at  the  order  contained  in  the  letter ;  imd 
being  as  much  concerned  in  it,  he  thoogbft 
that  very  moment  upon  a  way  to 
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He  pretencled  not  to  have  read  Ae  letter 
quite  throiighj  and  therefore,  desiring  a  se- 
cond view  of  It,  he  turned  himself  a  little 
on  one  side,  an  if  he  wanted  a  better  light, 
and,  without  being  perceived  by  any  boily, 
<texterouflly  tore  oft  from  the  top  of  it  the 
ferm  that  showed  the  caliph  would  be  ab- 
flolutely  obeved,  and  putting  it  into  his 
mouth,  swaflowed  it 

Aflcr  this  egr«»iou9  piece  of  villany, 
Snouy  turned  to  the  king,  and  giving  him 
the  fetter,  Sir,  sEud  he  to  him,  in  a  low 
voice,  what  does  your  majesty  intend  to  do  ? 
What  the  caliph  has  commanded  me.  re- 
plied the  king.  Have  a  care,  sir,  said  the 
wicked  vizier,  what  you  da  It  is  true,  tlus 
18  the  caliph's  hand,  but  the  form  is  not  to 
it  The  king  had  observed  that  very  well, 
but  in  his  confusion,  he  thought  his  eyes 
deceived  him  when  he  saw  it  was  gone. 

Sir,  continued  the  vizier,  we  luive  no 
reason  to  doubt  but  that  the  caliph,  upon 
the  complaints  he  has  made  a^nst  your 
majesty  and  me,  has  j^ranted  him  this  let- 
ter jnireiy  to  get  rid  of  him,  and  not  with 
an^  intention  of  having  the  order  contained 
in  It  executed.  Besi^s,  we  must  consider 
he  has  sent  no  express  with  a  patent ;  and 
inthout  that,  the  order  is  of  no  force.  And 
•ince  a  kin«:  like  your  majesty  was  never 
deposed  without  that  formality,  any  other 
man  ub  well  as  Noureddin  mignt  come  with 
a  ibrged  letter :  let  who  will  bring  such  a 
letter  as  this,  it  ou^ht  not  to  be  put  in  exe- 
cutkm-— Your  majesty  may  depend  upon 
it,  that  18  never  done ;  and  t  will  take  upon 
myBelf  all  the  consequence  of  disobeying 
this  order. 

Kjp^  Zinebi,  eai^ilv  persuaded  by  this 
pemicKnis  counsel,  left  Noureddin  entirely 
to  the  discrection  of  the  vizier  Saouy,  who 
led  hhn  to  his  house  af\er  a  very  insulting 
manner;  where,  afler  causing  him  to  fa« 
bastinadoed  till  he  was  almost  dead,  he 
ordered  him  to  a  prison,  where  he  com- 
manded him  to  be  put  in  the  darkest  and 
deepest  dungeon,  with  a  strict  charge  to 
the  gaoler  to  give  him  nothing  but  bread 
and  water. 

When  Noureddin,  half  dead  with  the 
atrokes.  came  to  himself)  and  found  what  a 
nashr  dungeon  he  was  m,  he  bewailed  hn 
misfortunes  in  the  most  pathetic  manner. — 
Ahl  fisherman,  cried  he,  how  hast  thou 
cheated  me,  and  how  eairy  have  I  been  in 
believing  thee  i  Could  I,  afler  the  civility 
I  showed  thee,  expect  so  inhuman  and  bar- 
barous usage  f  However,  may  Heaven  re- 
ward thee ;  for  I  cannot  persuade  myself 
that  thy  intention  was  so  base ;  and  1  will 
with  patience  wait  the  end  of  my  afflictions. 

The  poor  disconsolate  Noureddin  re- 
mained six  whole  days  in  this  misemble 
condition ;  and  Saouy  did  not  forget  that 
he  had  confined  him  there :  but  wing  re- 
aolved  to  put  him  to  a  shameful  death,  a^ 
not  daring  to  do  it  by  his  own  authority,  to 
aeeompJiih  hie  villaiiDaaderiffn,  ha  loaded 


some  ofhis  slaves  with  rich  presents,  whiefa 
he,  at  the  head  of  them,  went  and  presented 
to  the  king.  Behold,  sire,  said  he.  with  the 
blackest  malice,  what  the  new  Icing  hem 
sent  you  upon  his  accesnion  to  the  crown, 
and  b^  your  majeety  lo  accept  of  it. 

The  kin^,  taking  the  matter  just  as  Sckouy 
intended  it.  What !  replied  he,  is  that 
wretch  still  livinff  ?  I  thought  you  had  put 
him  to  death  already.  Sire,  I  luive  no 
power,  answered  the  vizier,  to  take  any 
persoirs  life  away ;  tliat  onl^  bekmes  to 
your  majesty.  Go,  said  the  king,  benead 
him  iitf^antly;  I  give  you  full  authority. 
Sire,  replied  the  vizier  Saouy,  I  am  in- 
finitely obliged  to  your  majesty  for  the  jus- 
tice you  do  mc ;  but  since  Noureddin  nas 
f)ublicly  affronted  me,  I  humbly  bep  the 
avour  that  his  execution  may  be  perf&med 
before  the  palace,  and  that  the  criers  may 
publish  in  every  quarter  of  the  city,  that 
every  body  may  be  satisfied  he  has  made  a 
sufficient  reparation  for  the  af&ont  Tlie 
king  granted  his  rcouest;  and  the  criers, 
in  performing  their  office,  diffused  an  uni- 
versal sorrow  throujgh  the  whole  city.  TTie 
memory  of  his  father's  virtues  being  yet 
very  fresh  among  them,  no  one  couldliear 
without  horror  and  indignatk)n  that  the 
son  was  going  to  suffer  an  ignomimous 
death,  through  the  villany  and  instigation 
of  the  vizier  naouy. 

Saou^  went  in  person  to  the  prison,  ac- 
companied with  twenty  slavesj  ministers  of 
his  cruelty,  who  took  Noureddin  out  of  the 
dungeon,  and  put  him  upon  a  shabby  horse 
without  a  saddle.  When  Noureddin  saw 
himself  in  the  hands  of  his  enemy,  Thou 
triumphest  now,  said  he,  and  abusest  thy 
power ;  but  I  trust  in  the  truth  of  what  is 
written  in  one  of  our  books,  *  You  judf^e 
uniustly,  and  in  a  little  time  you  shall  be 
judged  ^ourself.'  The  vizier  Saouy,  who 
really  triumphed  in  his  heart.  What,  inso- 
lent !  said  he,  darest  thou  insult  me  yet  ?— 
but  go,  I  pardon  thee,  and  care  not  w^hat- 
ever  happens  to  me,  so  I  have  the  pleasure 
of  seeing  thee  fose  thy  head  in  tlie  public 
view  of  all  Balsora.  Thou  oufhtest  also 
to  remember  what  another  of  our  books 
says,  '  What  signifies  if  one  dies  the  next 
day  afler  the  death  ofhis  enemy  T 

The  vizier,  still  implacable  in  his  hatred 
and  enmity,  surrounded  by  {lart  of  his  slaves 
in  arms,  ordered  Nonrciklin  to  be  conducted 
by  the  other,  and  went  himself  towards  the 
palace.  The  people  were  ready  to  fall  upon 
him  as  he  went  along ;  and  if  any  body  had 
set  the  example,  they  would  certainly  have 
8ton«i  him  to  death.  When  he  had  brought 
him  to  the  place  of  suffering,  whkh  was  to 
be  in  sight  of  the  king's  apartment,  he  left 
him  in  the  executfoner^  hands,  and  went 
straight  to  the  king,  who  was  in  }us  ckxet, 
ready  to  glut  his  eyes  with  the  bloody  spec- 
tacle he  had  prepared. 

The  kinr^  goaid  and  the  vizier^  slavea 
which  made  a  circle  rooDd  Nonreddiii,  had 
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much  ado  to  withstand  the  people,  who 
made  all  poesible  efibrtB,  but  in  vain,  to 
break  through  them,  and  carry  him  off  by 
force.  The  executioner  coming  up  to  him. 
Sir,  said  he,  I  hope  you  will  forgive  me ;  1 
am  but  a  slave,  and  cannot  help  doinf  my 
duty.  If  you  have  no  occasion  for  any  tding 
more^  I  beseech  you  prepare  yourBclf;  ibr 
the  kmg  is  just  going  to  give  me  orders  to 
strike  the  blow. 

The  poor  unibrtunate  Noureddin,  at  that 
cruel  moment,  looking  round  upon  the  pNBo- 
pie,  Will  no  charitable  body,  cned  he,  bring 
me  a  little  water  to  quench  my  thirst  ?  which 
hnmeJieaelv  they  did,  and  handed  it  up  to 
him  upon  the  scaflbld.  The  vizier  Saouy, 
perceiving  this  delay,  called  out  to  the  exe- 
cutioner uom  the  king's  closet-window, 
where  he  had  planted  himself  Strike! 
what  dost  thou  stay  for?  At  these  bar- 
barous and  inhuman  words  the  whole 
place  echoed  witli  loud  imprecations  against 
him ;  and  the  king,  jealous  of  his  authority, 
mcule  it  appear,  by  enjoining  him  to  stay 
awhile,  that  he  was  angry  at  his  presump- 
tkm^  But  there  was  another  reason ;  lor 
the  king  that  very  moment  casting  his  eye 
to  a  laige  street  that  faced  him,  and  joining 
to  the  place  of  executran,  saw  about  the 
middle  of  it  a  troop  of  horsemen  come  gal- 
lopping  full  speed  towards  the  palace. 
Vizier,  said  the  king  immediately,  look 
vonder;  what  is  the  meaning  of  those 
horsemen  ?  Saouy,  who  knew  not  what  it 
might  be,  earnestly  pressed  the  kin^  to  give 
the  executioner  the  sign.  No,  replied  the 
king ;  I  will  first  know  who  those  horse- 
men are.  It  was  the  vizier  Giafar,  with 
his  train,  who  came  in  person  irom  Bagdad 
by  the  caliph's  order. 

To  understand  the  occasion  of  this  minis- 
ter's coming  to  Balsora,  we  must  observe, 
that  after  Noureddin's  departure  with  the 
caliph's  letter,  the  cahph,  the  next  day,  nor 
several  days  aher,  never  thought  of  sending 
him  the  p>atent  that  he  mentioned  to  the 
Fair  Persian.  He  happened  one  day  to  be 
in  the  inner  palace,  which  was  that  of  the 
women,  and  passing  by  the  apartment,  he 
heard  the  sound  of  a  fine  voice.  He  listen^ 
to  it;  and  he  had  no  sooner  heard  the  words 
of  one  complaining  for  the  absence  of  some- 
body, than  he  aiwed  the  ofiicer  of  the  eu- 
nuchs that  attended  him,  who  that  woman 
was  that  belonged  to  that  apartment? 
The  officer  told  him  it  was  the  young 
stranger's  slave,  whom  he  had  sent  to  Bal- 
•ora  to  be  king  m  the  room  of  Mohammed 
ZinebL 

Ah!  poor  Noureddin,  cried  the  caliph 

Eresently,  I  had  forgot  thee :  but  haste,  said 
e  to  the  officer,  and  bid  Giafar  come  to 
me.  The  vizier  was  with  him  in  an  in- 
stant As  soon  as  he  came.  Giafar,  said 
he,  I  have  hitherto  neglected  sending  the 
patent  to  Noureddin,  which  was  to  confirm 
him  king  ofBahora  *,  but  we  have  no  time 
now  to  cEraw  op  one ;  t heiefon  immedaUely 


take  postrhorses,  and,  with  wouie  of  ram 
sevants,  make  what  haste  yxM  cao  Co  Bel 
sora.  If  Noureddin  is  no  longer  alive,  but 
put  to  death  by  them,  order  the vixier  Saouj 
to  be  hanged ;  but  if  he  is  Uving,  bring 
him  to  me,  wit    the  king  and  the  vizier. 

The  grand  vizier  stayed  no  longer  than 
just  to  get  on  horseback  ^  and  being  at- 
tended by  a  great  train  of  officers  bdcMU^in^ 
to  his  house^  he  set  off  for  Balnea,  where 
he  arrived  in  the  manner  and  at  the  time 
already  mentioned.  As  soon  as  he  came 
to  the  palace-yard,  the  people  cleared  the 
way  for  him,  cr^dng  out,  Apardof i  for  Noo- 
reddin !  and  with  liis  whore  train  he  rode 
into  the  palace,  even  to  the  very  ■taiK% 
where  he  alighted. 

The  kin^  of  Balsora,  knowing  him  to  be 
the  caliph^s  cliief  minister,  went  to  meet 
him,  ana  received  him  at  the  entrance  of 
his  apartment  The  first  question  the  viaier 
asked,  was,  If  Noureddin  was  living?  and 
ifhewa&  that  he  might  be  sent  for.  The 
king  made  answer  he  was  aUve,  and  gave 
orders  to  have  him  brought  in.  Acoocd- 
ingly  he  soon  made  his  appearance  as  he 
was,  tied  and  bound  with  cords.  The  grand 
vizier  Giafsu"  caused  him  to  be  untiea,  and 
setting  him  at  liberty,  ordered  the  ^nadm 
Saouy  to  be  seized,  and  bound  hnn  witk 
the  same  cords. 

The  grand  vizier  GHafar  lay  but  one  mgbt 
in  Balsora :  the  next  day  he  set  oat  again 
for  Bagdad  j  and,  according  to  the  mm 
he  had  received,  carried  S^ouy,  the  kiog 
of  Balsora,  and  Noureddin,  along  withhiik 
As  soon  as  he  came  to  Bagdad,  he  pie- 
sented  them  all  to  the  caliph :  ana  after  hi 
had  given  him  an  account  of  his  jouni^, 
and  particularly  the  miserable  conditioQ 
he  ibund  Noureddin  in,  and  his  ill  usage  bf 
the  advice  and  malice  of  Saouy,  the  caiipb 
desired  Noureddin  to  beliead  the  vizier  hinr 
self     Commander  oi'  the  true  believef% 
said  Noureddin,  notwitlistandiugthe  iquT 
this  wicked  man  has  done  me,  aod  the  ni^ 
chief  he  endeavoured  to  do  my  deceaad 
father^  I  should  think  m>'8elf  the  basest  a 
mankmd.  if  I  were  to  stain  my  hands  with 
his  blood.      The   caliph   was  eztreow 
pleased  with  his  generosity,  and  ordern 
justice  to  be  done  by  the  executioner^  bani 

The  caiiph  would  tain  have  sent  Noor 
reddin  back  to  Balsora  to  have  been  bnf 
there:  but  Noureddin  humbly  begged l» 
be  excused  fit)m  accepting  of  the  sOtf* 
Commander  of  the  true  behevers,  w 
Noureddin,  the  citv  of  Balsora,  alWr  tht 
misfortunes  that  have  happened  to  ■• 
there,  will  be  so  much  my  aversion,  thit  I 
beseech  your  majesty  to  give  me  leave  l» 
keep  the  oath  that  I  have  made,  of  miftr 
returning  thither  again ;  and  I  ifaaU  ^hiok 
it  my  greatest  gfory  to  serve  near  ]fov 
royal  person,  ifyou  are  pleawd  toaUosme 
the  honour.  The  caliph  consented  to  it; 
and  placing  him  amongthe  number oftfaoA 
courtiBri  who  wc|e  his  gieatait  &^ 
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reitored  the  Fair  Persian  to  him  again. 
To  all  these  favours  he  added  a  plentiful 
fortune ;  and  he  and  the  Fair  Persian  lived 
to^rether  to  their  dying  day,  with  all  the 
happiness  they  could  d(«irc. 

Ab  for  llic  kiii^  of  Balsora,  the  caliph 
contented  himKelt  with  only  letting  him  see 
how  careful  he  ought  to  he  in  the  choice  of 
his  viziers,  and  so  sent  him  back  into  his 
kingdom. 

7^  Story  of  Beder,  Prince  of  Pertnaj 
and  Oiahaure,  Princess  of  Samundal, 

Persia  is  a  country  of  so  \'ai?t  extent,  that 
their  ancient  monarchs  have,  not  without 
some  colour  of  reiuon,  aatsuined  the  haughty 
title  of  King  of  Kings.  For,  not  to  mention 
those  subducil  by  their  arm?,  there  are 
kingdoms  and  provinces  whose  kings  are 
not  only  tributary,  but  also  in  as  great  sub- 
iection  as  governors  in  other  nations  are  to 
Idngs. 

One  of  thtse  kings,  who  iri  the  Iwginning 
of  his  reign  had  signalized  himself  by  many 
gk)rious  and  successful  conquests,  enjoyed 
00  profound  a  iteac^  and  tranquillity,  as 
renaere<i  him  tlie  happiest  of  monarchs. 
The  only  thing  in  which  he  thought  him- 
self unfortunate  was,  that  amongst  all  his 
wives,  not  one  of  them  ever  brought  him  a 
•on ;  and  being  now  iar  adviuiceJin  years, 
he  was  desirous  of  an  heir  to  succeed  him 
after  his  death.  However,  he  had  above  a 
hundred  lailies,  all  hnlged  in  separate  apart- 
mentH,  ailer  a  inagiiitlcent  m.inner,  with 
women-slaves  to  wait  ui^on,  and  eunuchs 
to  ^uard  them  ;  yet,  notwithstanding  all  his 
enaeav^ours  U)  pkv.u«  and  gratify  them  in 
every  thing,  there  was  not  one  that  an- 
swered his  exinH^ialion.  He  haii  women 
very  often  brought  him  from  the  mmi  re- 
mote countrie:i ;  and  if  they  pleased  him. 
he  not  only  gave  the  merchants  their  full 
price  at  first  word,  but  Uuidetl  them  with 
honours,  favours,  and  benedictioiis,  inlu)|)e3 
Hhat  at  last  he  might  be  so  happv  as  to  meet 
with  one  by  whom  he  might  have  a  son. 
There  was  scarce  any  act  of  charity  but 
what  he  performed,  to  prevail  with  Heaven. 
He  gave  immense  sums  to  the  t)oor,  besides 
large  donatives  to  the  religious  of  his  reli- 
ipon;  building  for  tlieir  use  many  noble 
eolleges  richly  endowed,  in  hopes  of  obtain- 
ing by  their  prayers  what  he  so  earnestly 
dwred. 

One  day,  according  to  the  custom  of  his 
royal  predecessors,  during  their  residence 
in  their  capital  city,  he  held  an  aasemblv  of 
his  courtiers,  at  winch  all  the  ambassadors 
and  strangers  of  quality  about  the  court 
were  present ;  and  where  tliey  not  only  en- 
tertained one  another  with  talking  of  news 
and  poUticiS  but  also  of  the  sciences,  history, 
poetry,  liteniture,  and  whatever  else  was 
eapaoie  of  diverting  the  mind  after  the 
most  agreeable  maimer.  Upon  that  day 
an  eunuch  came  to  acquaint  nim  with  the 
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arrival  of  a  certain  merchant  from  a  far 
country,  who,  having  brought  a  slave  alon^ 
with  him,  desired  leave  to  show  her  to  hjs 
majesty.  Give  him  admittance  instantly, 
said  the  king,  and  al^erthe  assembly  is  over 
I  will  talk  with  him.  The  merchant  was 
introduced,  and  seated  in  a  convenient 
lilace,  from  whence  he  mi^ht  easily  have  a 
lull  view  of  the  king,  and  hear  him  talk  fa- 
miliarly to  those  that  stood  near  his  person. 
The  king  observed  this  rule  to  all  strangers, 
with  a  design  that  by  degrees  they  might 
grow  acquainted  with  him ;  so  that,  when 
they  saw  with  what  freedom  and  civility  he 
addressed  himseif  to  all,  they  might  be 
encourageAl  to  talk  with  him  m  the  same 
manner,  without  being  the  legist  surprised 
at  the  nomp  and  splendour  of  his  appear- 
ance, which  W£i8  enough  to  deprive  those 
of  their  power  of  siKjech  that  were  not  used 
to  it.  lie  treated  the  ambassadors  aioo 
after  the  same  niiuiner.  lie  eat  with  them, 
and  during  the  repast  asked  tliem  several 
(iuestk)ns  conccrnuig  their  health,  their 
journey,  and  the  particularitit^  of  their 
country.  Afler  they  had  been  thus  encou- 
raged, he  gave  tliem  audience. 

When  the  assembly  was  over,  and  all  tlie 
com|)any  retired,  the  merchant,  who  was 
the  only  |x;rson  left,  fell  prostrate  before  the 
king's  throne  witli  his  face  to  the  earth, 
wishing  his  majesty  an  accomplishment  of 
all  his  (U^ircH.  As  soon  as  he  rose  up,  the 
king  asked  him  if  the  news  of  his  having 
brought  a  slave  for  him  was  true,  and  whe- 
tlier  she  was  handsome. 

iSire,  replied  the  merchant,  I  doubt  not  in 
the  le;i;*t  but  your  majesty  has  very  beauti- 
lul  women,  since  you  search  every  corner 
of  the  earth  for  them :  but  I  may  boldly 
alfirm,  without  overvaluing  my  merchan- 
dise, tliat  you  never  yet  saw  a  ^voman  that 
could  stiind  in  comi)etition  with  her  for 
shai>e  and  beauty,  agnreable  qualiHcations, 
and  all  the  i)erl tactions  that  she  is  mistress 
of. — Where  is  she  ?  said  the  king :  bring 
her  to  me  instantly. — Sire,  replied  the  mer- 
chant, I  have  delivered  her  into  tlie  hands 
of  one  of  your  chief  eunuchs ;  and  your 
majesty  may  send  for  her  at  your  pleasure. 

The  fair  slave  was  immediately  brought 
in;  and  no  sooner  had  the  king  cast  his 
eyes  on  her,  but  he  was  charmed  with  her 
beautiful  and  easy  shaix!.    He  went  pre- 
sently into  a  closet  whither  the  merchant, 
with  a  few  eunuchs,  followed  him.    The 
tiiir  slave  wore  a  red  satin  veil  striped  with 
gold  over  her  face ;  and  when  the  merchant 
had  taken  it  off,  the  king  of  Persia  beheld  a 
lady  that  surpassed  in  beauty,  not  only  his 
>re8cnt  ladies,  but  all  that  he  ever  had  be- 
bre.    He  immediately  fell  passionately  in 
ove  with  her,  and  bid  the  merchant  name 
lis  price. 

Sire,  said  he,  I  gave  a  thousand  pieces  of 
gold  to  the  peraon  of  whom  1  bought  her; 
and  in  my  three  years*  journey  to  your 
court,  I  reckon  I  have  spent  as  much  \  but 
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I  shall  forbear  setting  any  x^nce  to  eo  ^reat 
a  monarch ;  and  thereibre,  if  your  majesty 
likes  her,  I  humbly  beg  you  would  accept  of 
her  as  a  present.  I  am  highl^r  obliged  to 
you,  rephed  the  king ;  but  it  is  never  my 
custom  to  treat  merchants,  who  come  hither 
purely  for  my  pleasure,  after  so  ungenerous 
a  manner:  I  am  going  to  order  thee  ten 
thousand  pieces  of  gold :  will  that  be  suffi- 
cient? Sire,  answereil  the  merchant,  I 
should  have  esteemed  myself  very  happjr  in 
jrourmajesty's  acceptance ofTier  for  nothing, 

ft  I  dare  not  refuse  so  generous  an  ofier. 
shall  not  fail  to  publish  it  in  my  own 
country,  and  in  every  place  through  which 
I  pass.  The  money  was  presently  paid ; 
and  before  he  departed,  the  kin^  made  him 
put  on  a  rich  suit  of  cloth  of  ^old. 

The  king  caused  the  fair  slave  to  be 
lodged  in  the  finest  apartment  next  his  own, 
and  gave  particular  orders  to  the  matrons, 
and  me  women-slaves  appointed  to  attend 
her,  that  afler  bathing  they  should  dress 
her  in  Uie  richest  habit  thev  could  find,  and 
carrv  her  the  finest  pearl  necklaces,  the 
brightest  diamonds,  and  other  the  richest 
precious  stones,  that  she  might  choose  those 
she  liked  best. 

The  officious  matrons,  whose  only  care 
was  to  please  the  king,  were  astonished  at 
her  beauty ;  and  being  well  versed  therein, 
they  told  his  majesty,  triat  if  he  would  allow 
them  but  three  days,  they  would  engage 
to  make  her  so  much  handsomer  than  she 
was  at  present,  that  he  could  scarce  know 
her  again.  The  king  could  hardly  deprive 
himself  of  the  pleasure  of  enjoying  her  so 
long ;  but  at  last  he  consented,  upon  condi- 
tion they  would  be  as  good  as  their  word. 

The  king  of  Persia's  capital  was  situated 
in  an  island:  and  his  palace,  which  was 
very  magnificent,  was  built  upon  the  sea- 
shore :  his  apartment  looked  upon  that  ele- 
ment ;  and  the  fair  slave's,  which  was 
pretty  near  it,  had  also  the  same  prospect, 
and  it  was  the  more  agreeable,  upon  the 
account  of  the  sea's  beatmg  almost  against 
the  foot  of  the  wall. 

At  the  three  days'  end,  the  fair  slave, 
magnificently  dressed  and  set  off,  was  alone 
m  her  chamber,  sitting  upon  a  sofa,  and 
leaning  against  one  of  the  windows  that 
faced  uiesea,  when  the  king,  beinginformed 
that  he  might  visit  her.  came  in.  The  slave 
hearing  somebody  walk  in  the  room,  with  an 
air  quite  different  from  that  of  the  women- 
slaves,  who  had  hitherto  attended  her,  im- 
mediately turned  her  head  about,  to  see 
who  it  was.  She  knew  him  to  be  the  king ; 
but  without  discovering  the  least  surprise, 
or  so  much  as  rising  from  her  seat  to  salute 
or  receive  him,  as  u  he  had  been  the  most 
indifferent  person  in  the  world,  ^e  put  her- 
self in  the  same  posture  again. 

The  king  of  Persia  was  extremely  sur- 
prised to  see  a  slave  of  so  beauteous  a  form 
■0  very  ignorant  of  the  world.  He  attribu- 
ted this  to  the  narrowiiea  of  her  educadon, 


and  the  little  care  thai  was  taken  of  in- 
structing her  in  the  first  rules  of  civility. 
He  went  to  her  at  the  window,  where,  not- 
withstanding the  coldness  and  indifference 
with  which  she  had  just  now  received  him, 
slie  suffered  herself  to  be  admired,  caressed^ 
and  embraced  as  much  as  he  pleased. 

In  the  midst  of  thei^c  amorous  embrace* 
and  tender  endearments,  this  monarch 
paused  awhile,  to  gaze  upon,  or  rather  to 
devdui:  her  with  hi.s  eyes.  My  goddess !  my 
angel !  my  charmer!  cried  the  king ;  whence 
came  you,  and  where  do  those  happy  pa- 
rents five  that  brought  into  the  world  so 
surprising  a  master-piece  of  nature  as  yoo. 
are?  Ah !  how  I  love  you,  and  shall  al- 
ways continue  to  do  so.  Never  did  I  feel 
for  a  woman  what  I  now  feel  for  you ;  and 
though  I  have  seen,  and  do  see  every  dajr 
a  vast  number  of  beauties,  yet  never  did 
my  eyes  behold  so  many  charms  in  one 
single  person,  which  have  so  transported 
me  out  of  myself,  that  I  shall  entirdy  de- 
vote myself  to  you.  My  dearest  life,  con- 
tmued  ne,  you  neither  answer,  nor  by  any 
visible  token  give  me  the  least  reason  to 
beUeve  that  you  are  sensible  of  the  manjr 
demonstrations  I  have  given  you  of  the  vi- 
olence of  my  passion ;  neither  will  you  turn 
your  eyes  on  me  to  afford  mine  the  plea- 
sure of  meeting  them,  and  to  convince  yoa 
that  it  is  impossible  to  love  more  than  I  do 
you.  Why  will  you  still  keep  this  obsti- 
nate silence,  which  chills  me  ?  and  whence 
proceeds  the  seriousness,  or  rather  sorrow, 
that  torments  me  to  the  soul  ?  Do  yxm 
mourn  for  your  country,  your  friends,  or 
your  relations ?  Alas!  is  not  the  kin^ol 
Persia,  who  loves  and  adores  you,  cap3>Ie 
of  comforting,  and  making  you  amends  lor 
the  loss  of  every  thing  in  the  world  ? 

What  protestations  of  love  soever  the 
king  of  Persia  made  the  fair  slave,  or  ail 
he  could  say  to  oblige  her  to  s)x^k  to  hiro. 
she  continued  her  astonishing  reserve ;  53 
keeping  hereyes  still  fixed  upon  the  ground, 
would  neither  look  at  him  nor  utter  a 
word. 

The  kinff  of  Persia,  charmed  with  the 
purchape  he  had  made  of  a  slave  thai 
pleased  him  so  w^ell,  pressed  her  noihrther, 
in  hopes  that  by  treating  her  kindiy,  he 
might  prevail  upon  her  to  chance  her 
mind.  He  presently  clapped  liis  hands: 
and  the  women  that  wiiited  in  an  ootwani 
room  entered :  he  commanded  them  to 
bring  in  supper.  "When  it  was  on  the  table. 
My  soul,  said  he  to  the  slave,  come  hither 
and  sup  with  me.  She  rose  from  lier  seat; 
and  being  seated  over  against  the  king,  his 
majesty  helixid  her,  before  he  began  eating 
himself;  and  so  he  did  of  every  dish  du- 
ring the  whole  supper.  The  slave  eat  a» 
well  as  the  king,  out  still  with  downeast 
eyes,  and  without  speaking  a  word :  though 
he  oflen  asked  her  how  she  liked  the  en 
tertainment,  and  whether  it  was 
according  to  her  taste. 
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The  )dng^  willing  to  change  the  dia- 
eourae,  ask^  her  wtuit  her  name  was,  how 
the  liked  the  clothes  and  tlie  jewels  she  had 
on,  what  she  thought  of  her  apartment  and 
the  rich  furniture,  and  whether  the  pros- 
pect of  the  sea  was  not  very  agreeable  i  but 
to  all  these  questions  she  answered  not  a 
word;  80  that  tlie  king  was  at  a  loss  what 
to  think  of  her  silence.  He  imagined,  at 
first,  that  perhui)s  the  might  be  dumb:  but 
then,  said  he  to  liimsclf,  can  it  be  possible 
that  Heaven  should  form  a  creature  to 
beautilul.  so  [K;rtbctj  and  so  accomi)lished, 
yet,  at  tlie  eanw.  time,  with  so  great  an 
imperfection  ?  Were  it  however  so,  I  could 
not  love  her  with  a  le^^  passion  than  I  do. 

When  the  kiiijr  of  Persia  rose  from  the 
table,  he  waslied  liis  h:inds  on  one  side, 
while  the  fair  fibivc  watilied  hers  on  the 
other.  He  took  that  time  to  ask  the  women 
that  held  the  basin  and  napkin,  ii'everthey 
had  heard  her  8|ieJik.  One  of  tliem  pre- 
sently nuule  answer,  Sire,  we  have  neither 
seen  her  open  her  lijw,  nor  heard  her  speak 
any  more  than  your  majesty  has  just  now ; 
we  have  rendereil  her  our  tjervices  in  the 
bath;  we  have  combed  and  dresse<l  her 
head,  put  on  her  clothes,  and  witited  upon 
her  in  her  chamber,  but  she  has  never  open- 
ed her  lips,  so  much  as  to  say,  that  is  well,  or 
1  like  this.  We  have  oflen  asked  her.  Ma- 
dam, do  you  want  any  thing  J  n  there  any 
thing  you  wish  tor  ?  Do  but  ask,  and  com- 
roarul  us :  but  we  have  never  been  able  to 
draw  a  word  from  her.  We  cannot  tell 
whether  her  silence  procec<ls  from  pride, 
sorrow,  stupidity,  or  dumbness;  and  tliis  is 
all  we  CAn  inform  your  majesty  of. 

The  king  of  Persia  was  more  astonished 
at  hearing  this  than  he  was  before:  how- 
ever, believing  tlie  slave  miffht  have  some 
cause  of  sorrow,  he  wjis  willing  to  endea- 
vour to  divert  and  amuse  her.  According- 
ly he  made  a  very  splendid  aspembly,  to 
which  all  the  ladies  ol  the  court  came ;  and 
those  who  were  skilful  in  pla>ing  upon 
musical  instruments  perfonned  their  parts, 
while  others  sung  or  ilanced,  or  did  both 
together;  at  last,  they  played  at  all  sorts 
ol  games,  which  migiilily  lUverted  the 
king.  The  fair  slave  was  the  only  iieraon 
that  took  no  pletisure  in  tliese  diversions ; 
she  never  stirreil  out  of  her  i>lace,  but  kept 
her  e>'e8  fixed  on  the  ground  with  so  much 
indiiierence,  that  all  the  ladi«5s  were  no  less 
flurprised  than  the  king.  After  the  asi^em- 
bly  was  over,  every  one  retired  to  her 
apartment ,  and  tlie  king,  who  was  left 
atone  witli  the  fair  slave,  lay  with  her  that 
niirht. 

The  next  morning  the  kin^ of  Persia  rose 
more  pleased  tluin  ever  he  nad  been  with 
all  his  women  he  had  seen  before,  and 
more  enamoured  witli  the  fair  slave  than 
ha  was  the  day  before.  Indeed,  he  soon 
made  it  appear,  by  n»olving  henceforth  to 
attach  hiinself  only  to  her;  and  he  per- 
fbrme^  his  resolutioiL   Od  the  veiy  flune 


day  he  dismiased  all  his  other  women,  giv- 
ing every  one  of  them  their  jewels,  and 
other  valuable  things,  besides  a  considera- 
ble fortune,  with  free  leave  to  marry  whom 
they  thought  fit ;  and  only  kept  the  mat- 
rons and  a  few  other  elderly  women  to  wait 
upon  the  fair  slave.  However,  for  a  whole 
year  together,  she  never  afforded  him  the 
pleasure  of  one  single  word:  yet  the  )apg 
continued  his  assiduities  to  please  her,  witE 
all  tlie  complaisance  imaginable,  and  to 
give  her  the  most  signal  proofi  ofa  violent 
passion. 

The  year  was  now  expired,  when  the  king, 
sitting  one  day  by  his  mistress,  protested  to 
her  that  his  love,  instead  of  being  dimin- 
ished, grew  every  day  more  vfolent  My 
aueen.  said  he,  I  cannot  divine  what  your 
[lou^nts  are:  but  nothing  is  more  true, 
and  I  swear  to  you,  that  having  the  hap- 
piness of  possessing  you,  there  remains  no- 
thing for  me  to  desire :  I  esteem  my  king- 
dom, great  as  it  is,  less  than  an  atom,  when 
I  have  the  pleasure  of  beholding  you,  and 
of  telling  you  a  thousand  times,  that  I  sidore 
you.  I  oesire  not  that  my  words  alone 
sliould  obUge  you  to  believe  me.  Surely 
you  can  no  longer  doubt  it,  afler  the  vast 
number  of  women  who  were  in  my  iialace, 
whom  I  have  sacrificed  to  your  beauty. 
You  may  remember  it  is  about  a  year  since 
I  sent  them  all  away ;  and  I  repent  of  it  as 
little  even  now  I  am  talking  with  you,  as  I 
did  the  first  moment  of  tlieir  departure: 
and  1  never  shall  repent.  Nothing  would 
be  wanting  to  complete  my  happiness  and 
crown  my  joy,  would  you  but  speak  one 
single  word  to  me,  by  which  I  mignt  be  as- 
sured that  you  thought  your&elf  at  all  obli- 
ged to  me.  But  how  can  you  speak  to  me 
H  you  are  dumb  ?  and  alas !  I  feel  too  fear- 
ful this  is  the  case.  How  can  I  doubt, 
since  you  still  torment  me  with  silence,  af- 
ter a  whole  year's  entreating  you  contmu- 
ally  to  speak  to  me  ?  If  it  is  impossible  for 
me  to  obtain  of  you  tliat  coa<K)!ation|  may 
Heaven  at  least  grant  me  the  blessing  of 
a  son  by  you,  to  succeed  me  afler  my  death. 
I  find  myself  growing  old  every  day,  and  I 
begin  already  to  want  one  to  assist  me  in 
bearing  tlie  weight  of  my  cri)wn.  Still  I 
cannot  conceiil  tlie  great  desire  I  have  of 
hearing  you  si^eak ;  for  sometliing  within 
me  tells  me  you  an>  not  dumb :  and  I  be- 
seech, I  conjure  you,  dear  madam,  to  break 
through  this  long  silence,  and  speak  but  one 
word  to  me ;  and  afler  that  I  care  not  how 
soon  I  die. 

At  this  discourse  tlie  fair  slave,  who.  ac- 
cording to  her  usual  custom,  had  hearken- 
ed to  Ui*i  king  with  downcast  eyes,  and  had 
§iven  him  cause  to  believe  not  only  that 
le  was  dumb,  but  that  slie  had  never  laugh- 
ed in  her  life^  began  to  smile  a  little.  The 
king  of  Persia  perceived  it  witli  a  surprise 
that  made  him  break  forth  into  an  excla- 
matbn  of  joy :  and  no  longer  doubting  but 
that  she  wasfoiagto  speak,  he  waited  fiir 
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that  happy  moment  with  aneagerneas  and 
attention  Uiat  cannot  easily  be  expresBed. 

At  last  the  fair  slave,  breaking  her  long- 
kept  silence,  thus  addressed  herself  to  the 
king :  Sire,  said  she,  I  have  so  many  things 
to  eay  to  your  majesty,  that  having  once 
broke  silence,  I  know  not  where  to  oegin. 
However,  in  the  first  place,  1  think  myself 
in  duty  bound  to  thank  you  tor  all  the  fa- 
vours and  honours  you  have  been  pleased 
to  confer  upon  me,  and  to  implore  Heaven 
to  bless  and  prosper  you,  to  prevent  the 
wicked  designs  ot  your  enemies,  and  not 
suffer  you  to  die,  ailer  hearing  me  speak, 
but  to  grant  you  a  long  life.  Ailer  this, 
sire,  I  cannot  give  ^'ou  a  greater  satisfac- 
tion than  by  Eicquainting  you  that  I  am 
with  child ;  and  I  wish,  as  you  do,  it  may 
be  a  son.  Had  it  never  b€«n  my  fortune 
to  have  been  pregnant,  I  was  resolved  (I 
oeg  your  majesty  to  pardon  the  sincerity 
of  my  intention)  never  to  have  loved  you, 
as  well  as  to  have  kept  an  eternal  silence ; 
but  now  1  bve  you  as  I  ouo[ht  to  do. 

The  king  of  Persia,  ravished  to  hear  the 
fair  slave  not  only  speak,  but  tell  him  ti- 
dings in  which  he  was  so  nearly  concerned, 
embraced  her  tenderly.  Shining  light  of 
my  eyes,  said  he,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to 
receive  a  greater  joy  than  what  you  have 
now  gi/en  me:  you  have  spoken  to  me, 
and  you  have  declared  your  being  with 
child,  which  I  did  not  expect  Afler  these 
two  occasions  of  joy,  I  am  transported  out 
of  myself. 

The  king  of  Persia,  in  the  transport  of  his 
ioy,  said  no  more  to  tne  tair  slave.  He  left 
her,  but  in  such  a  maimer  as  made  her  per- 
ceive his  intention  was  speedily  to  return : 
and  being  willing  that  the  occasion  of  his 
joys  should  be  made  public,  he  declared  it 
to  his  officers,  and  sent  in  all  haste  for  the 
ffrand  vizier.  As  soon  as  he  came,  he  or- 
dered him  to  distribute  a  thousand  pieces 
of  gold  among  the  holy  men  of  his  religion, 
who  made  vows  of  poverty ;  as  also  among 
the  hospitals  and  the  poor,  by  wav  of  re- 
turning thanks  to  Heaven:  and  nis  will 
was  oteyed  by  the  direction  of  that  minis- 
ter. 

After  the  king  of  Persia  had  given  this 
order,  he  returned  to  the  fair  slave  again. 
Madam,  said  he,  pardon  me  for  leaving 
you  so  abruptly,  since  you  have  been  the 
occasion  of  it ;  but  I  hope  you  will  indulge 
me  with  some  conversatwn.  since  I  am  de- 
sirous to  know  of  you  several  thingsof  much 
greater  consequence.  Tell  me.  my  dear- 
est soul,  what  were  the  powerful  reasons 
that  induced  you  to  persist  in  that  obstinate 
silence  lor  a  whole  year  together,  though 
every  day  you  saw  me,  heard  me  talk  to 
you,  eat  and  drank  with  me,  and  every 
night  lay  with  me  ?  I  shall  pass  by  your 
not  speaking;  but  how  you  could  carry 
yourKell'  po  as  that  I  coulil  never  discover 
whether  you  were  sensible  of  what  I  paid 
to  you  or  no,  I  conlew,  kurpasnes  my  under- 


standing; and  I  cannot  ^yet  bomprefaeni 
how  you.  could  contain  yourself  so  kxig  • 
therefore  I  must  conclude  the  occaaioa  oi 
it  to  be  very  extraordinarv. 

To  satisfy  the  king  of  Persia's  curiodty 
replied  this  lair  person,  think  whether  or  no 
to  be  a  slave,  lar  from  my  own  country, 
without  any  hopes  of  ever  seeing  it  again, 
—to  have  a  heart  torn  with  grief;  for  being 
separated  for  ever  from  my  mother,  vcty 
brother,  my  friends,  and  my  acquaintance, 
— are  not  these  sufficient  jeasons  ibr  my 
keeping  a  silence  your  majesty  has  thouf^ht 
80  strange  and  unaccountable  ?  The  knrc 
of  our  native  country  is  as  natural  to  us  at 
that  of  our  parents ;  and  the  loss  of  Ubeity 
is  insupportable  to  every  one  who  is  not 
wholly  destitute  of  common  sense,  and 
knows  how  to  set  a  value  on  it.  The  body 
indeed  may  be  enslaved,  and  under  the  sub- 
jection of  a  master,  who  has  the  power  and 
authority  in  his  hands;  but  the  will  can 
never  be  conquered,  but  remains  free  and 
unconfined,  aepenoing  on  itself  alone^  as 
your  majesty  has  found  an  instance  of  it  in 
me:  and  it  is  a  wonder  that  I  have  not 
followed  the  example  of  abundance  of  un- 
fortunate wretches,  whom  tlie  loss  of  liberty 
has  reduced  to  the  melancholy  resolntioo 
of  procuring  their  own  deaths  a  thousand 
wa}^,  by  a  liberty  which  cannot  be  talcec 
from  them. 

Madam,  replied  the  king,  I  am  convinced 
of  the  truth  of  what  you  say :  but  till  this 
moment  I  was  of  opinion,  thai  a  person 
beautiful,  well-shaped,  of  good  understand- 
ing, like  yourself,  whom  her  evil  destiny 
had  condemned  to  be  a  slave,  ought  to 
think  herself  very  happy  in  meeting  with  a 
king  for  her  master. 

Sire,  replied  the  fair  slave,  whatever  the 
slave  is,  as  I  have  already  observed  to  your 
majesty,  there  is  no  king  on  earth  can 
tyrannize  over  her  will.  But  when  you 
speak  of  a  slave  mistress  of  charms  enough 
to  captivate  a  monarch,  and  induce  him  to 
love  her  ;  if  she  is  of  a  rank  iiitiiiitely  be- 
low him,  I  am  of  your  opinion,  she  ought 
to  think  herself  happy  in  lier  inisibrtunei: 
but  what  hapniness  can  it  be,  when  she 
considers  herst'if  oid v  as  a  slave,  torn  from 
a  parent's  arms,  and  j)erlmps  from  those  ol 
a  lover,  her  imssion  lor  whom  death  only 
can  extinguish  ?  But  when  this  very  slave 
is  in  nothing  inferior  to  the  king  that  bought 
her^  your  majesty  shall  then  judge  your- 
self of  the  rigour  of  her  destiny,  her  misery, 
and  her  sorrow,  and  to  what  desperate 
attempts  the  anguish  of  despair  may  drive 
her. 

The  king  of  Persia,  astonished  at  this  dis- 
course. Madam,  said  be.  can  it  be  possible 
that  you  are  of  royal  blooil,  as  by  your 
words  you  seem  to  intimate  ?  Kxplain  the 
whole  secret  to  me,  I  be»^^ech  you,  and  no 
longer  augment  my  impatience.  Let  me 
instantly  know  who  are  the  happy  parents 
of  so  great  a  prodigy  of  beauty ;  who  are 
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jrour  brothers,  your  gistere,  and  your  rela- 
tions ;  but,  above  all,  what  your  name  is. 

Sire,  said  the  fair  slave,  my  name  is  Gul- 
nare*ot'the  Sea;  and  my  lather,  who  is 
now  desuA,  was  one  of  the  most  potent  mo- 
narchs  of  the  ocean.  When  he  died,  he 
led  his  kingdom  to  a  brother  of  mine,  named 
Salehjt  and  to  the  queen  my  mother,  who 
is  also  a  princes,  the  daughter  of  another 
puissant  monarch  of  the  sea.  We  enjoyed 
a  profound  i)eac^  and  tranquillity  through 
the  whole  Kingdom,  till  a  neighbourin*' 
prince,  envious  of  our  happiness,  invaded 
our  dominions  with  a  mighty  army ;  and 
penetrating  as  far  as  our  capital,  mjule 
himself  master  of  it:  and  we  hiui  but  just 
time  enough  to  siive  ourselves  in  an  im- 
penetrable and  inaccet)Kihie  place,  with  a 
jew  trusty  officers  who  did  not  Ibrsake  us 
in  our  distress. 

In  this  retreat,  my  brother  was  not  neg- 
ligent in  contriving  all  manner  of  ways  to 
drive  tlie  uniust  invader  from  our  domi- 
nions. One  day  taking  me  into  his  closet, 
Sister,  said  he,  the  events  of  tlie  smallest 
undertakings  are  always  dubious.  As  lor 
my  own  part,  J  may  lail  in  the  attempt  I 
design  to  make  to  recover  my  kingdom;' 
and  1  shall  be  less  concerned  for  my  own 
disgrace,  than  what  may  oossibly  happen 
to  you.  To  prevent  it,  anci  to  secure  you 
from  all  accident,  I  would  fain  see  you 
man'ied  first :  but  in  the  miscral)le  condi- 
tion of  our  afiairs  at  present,  I  see  no  pro- 
bability of  matching  vou  to  anv  of  the 
princes  of  the  sea ;  and  therefore  1  should 
be  very  glad  if  you  would  concur  with  my 
opinion,  and  think  of  miurying  to  some  of 
the*  princes  of  the  e«arth.  I  am  ready  to 
contribute  all  that  lies  in  my  i>ower  to- 
wards it ;  and  I  am  certain  there  is  not  one 
of  them,  however  iniweriul,  but,  consider- 
ing the  beauty  you  arc  mistress  of,  would 
be  proud  of  sharing  his  crown  with  you. 

At  this  discourse  of  my  brother's,  I  (ell 
into  a  violent  pai»<ion.  Brother,  said  I,  you 
know  that  I  am  descended,  as  well  Jis  you, 
by  both  lather  and  mother's  side,  from  the 
kmgs  and  queoas  of  the  H<ia,  without  any 
mixtureof  alliiince  with  those  of  the  earth; 
tlien;lore  I  do  not  desijjn  to  marry  Iwlow 
myi*elf,  any  more  than  they  diil :  and  I  took 
an  oath  to  that  etlcct  as  soon  as  I  had  un- 
derKtan«lin^  to  inquire  into  the  noblfiuvs 
and  anti<iuity  of  our  family.  The  condition 
to  which  we  are  reduced  shall  never  ol)lige 
rat*  to  alter  my  ret^lution ;  and  if  you  i)erish 
in  tlie  exiTution  of  your  dwign,  I  am  pre- 
pared to  full  with  you.  nither  than  to  Ibflow 
the  advice  I  ^>^)  littU;  exiH»ctetl  trom  you. 

My  bn)ther,  who  was  still  earnest  lor  the 
tnarriaiTf.  however  improper  tor  me,  eiulea- 
vtnirtHi  to  make  me  believe,  that  there  were 
kijigs  of  tii(!  eartli  who  were  nowise  inferior 

*  Gulrnrr,  in  Arabic,  is  a  rooe  or  pomegranate 
flower. 
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to  those  of  the  sea.  This  put  me  into  a 
more  violent  passion,  which  occasbned 
him  to  say  several  bitter  reflecting  thingi, 
that  nettled  me  to  the  qurck.  He  left  me, 
as  much  disRatisfied  with  myself  as  ho 
could  possibly  be  with  me;  and  in  tfaii 
peevish  mood  I  gave  a  spring  from  the  bot- 
tom of  the  sea,  up  to  the  island  of  the 
moon. 

Notwithstanding  the  violent  discontent 
that  made  me  cast  myself  upon  that  island, 
I  lived  content  in  retirement.  But  in  spite 
of  all  my  precautions,  a  person  of  distuio- 
tion,  attended  by  his  servants,  surprised  me 
sleeping,  and  carried  me  to  his  own  house. 
He  expressed  much  love  to  me,  and  omitted 
nothing  which  he  thought  might  induce 
me  to  make  a  return  to  his  passion.  When 
he  saw  tliat  fair  means  would  not  prevail 
upon  mo,  he  attempted  to  make  use  of 
f()rce ;  but  I  soon  made  him  repent  of  hie 
insolence.  So  at  last  he  resolved  to  sell 
me ;  which  he  did  to  that  verv  merchant 
who  brought  me  hither  and  sold  me  to  your 
majesty.  He  was  a  very  prudent,  courteous, 
humane  person ;  and  during  the  whole  of 
the  long  journe  V,  never  gave  me  the  least 
reason  to  complain. 

As  tor  your  majesty,  continued  the  prin- 
cess Gulnare,  if  you  had  not  shown  me  all 
the  resiKJCt  you  have  hitherto  paid,  (for 
which  I  am  extremely  obliged  to  your  good- 
ne^,)  and  given  me  such  undeniable  marks 
of  your  afikction,  that  I  could  no  longer 
doubt  of  it ;  il'  you  had  not  immediately 
sent  awav  your  women,  I  hesitate  not  to 
tell  you  plainly,  that  I  should  not  have  re- 
mained with  you.  I  would  have  thrown 
myself  into  the  sea  out  of  this  very  win- 
dow, where  you  accosted  me  when  you 
first  came  into  this  anartment,  and  I  would 
have  gone  in  search  of  my  mother,  my 
brother,  and  the  rest  of  my  relations.  1 
shouhl  nave  persisted  in  that  design,  and  I 
would  infallioly  have  put  it  in  execution, 
if  at\er  a  certani  time  I  had  found  myseli 
deceived  in  the  hopes  of  bt^inji;  with  child : 
but  now,  in  the  condition  I  am  in,  all  I  could 
«iy  to  my  mother  or  brother,  would  never 
convince  them  that  I  have  w^^n  a  slave  to 
a  kinjj  like  your  majesty.  They  would 
never  believe  it,  but  would  for  ever  upbraid 
me  with  the  crime  I  have  vol unUu-ily  com- 
mit te<l  against  my  honour.  However,  sire, 
be  it  a  prnice  or  prince»«^  that  I  shall  brin^ 
into  the  world,  it  will  l)e  a  pledge  to  engage 
me  never  to  Ihj  parted  from  your  majesty ; 
and  theretbre  I  hope  you  will  no  longer  look 
upon  me  as  a  hIuvc,  but  as  a  princess  worthy 
your  alliance. 

AIUt  this  maimer  tlie  princess  Gulnare 
disco vennl  herselt*  to  the  king  of  Persia, 
and  finished  her  story.  My  charming,  my 
adorable  princesw,  cried  he,  what  wonders 
have  I  heard  !  and  what  ample  matter  for 
my  curiosity  to  ask  a  thousand  miestkuu 
concerning  lliose  strange  and  unheard-ol 
things  which  you  have  related  to  me !  But 
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firat,  t  ought  to  thank  you  for  your  gpod- 
nesB  and  patience  in  making  trial  ot'  the 
truth  and  constancF  ot*  my  pafision.  I 
thought  it  impoflsible  for  me  to  love  you 
more  than  I  did ;  but  since  I  know  you  to 
be  80  great  a  princess,  I  love  you  a  thousand 
times  more.  Princess!  did  I  say?  Madam, 
you  are  no  longer  so,  but  you  are  my  queen 
— the  queen  oi'  Persia ;  and  by  that  title 
you.  shall  soon  be  proclaimed  throughout 
the  whole  kingdom.  To-morrow  the  cere- 
mony shall  be  performed  in  my  cai)ital, 
with  a  pomp  and  magnificence  that  was 
never  yet  beheld ;  which  will  plainly  show 
that  you  are  my  queen  and  my  lawful 
wile.  This  should  long  ago  have  been 
done,  had  vou  sooner  convinced  me  of  my 
error;  for  from  the  first  moment  of  my  see- 
ing you.  I  have  been  of  tlie  same  opimon  as 
DOW,  to  love  you  always,  and  never  to  place 
my  affections  on  any  other. 

But  that  I  may  satisfy  myself,  and  pay 
yea  all  the  respect  Uiat  is  your  due,  I  be- 
seech you,  madam,  to  inform  me  more  par- 
ticularljf  of  tlie  kingdom  and  people  of  the 
flea,  which  are  altogether  unknown  to  me. 
I  have  heanl  much  talk,  indeed,  of  the  in- 
habiUints  of  the  sea,  but  I  always  looked 
upon  it  as  nothing  but  a  tale  or  fable ;  but. 
by  what  you  have  told  me,  I  am  convincea 
there  is  notliin^  more  true ;  and  I  have  a 
very  goo<l  prooiof  it  in  your  own  per8on,who 
are  one  of  them,  and  are  pleased  to  conde- 
•cend  to  be  my  wife ;  which  is  an  honour 
DO  other  inliabitant  on  the  earth  can  boast 
of  besides  mvself.  There  is  one  thing  yet 
which  puzzles  me ;  therefore  I  must  bes 
the  favour  of  you  to  explain  it ;  that  is,  1 
caimot  comprehend  how  it  is  possible  for 
you  to  live  or  move  in  the  water  without  be- 
ing drowned.  There  are  very  few  amongst 
UB  who  have  tlie  art  of  staying  underwater ; 
and  they  would  surely  pensh,  if,  afler  a 
certain  time,  according  to  their  activity  and 
strength,  they  did  not  come  up  again. 

Sire,  replied  the  gueen  Gulnai-e,  I  shall 
with  pleasure  satisfy  the  king  of  Persia. 
We  can  walk  at  the  bottom  of  the  sea  with 
SB  much  ease  as  you  can  upon  land ;  and 
we  can  breathe  in  the  water  as  you  do  in 
the  air :  so  that  instead  of  suffocating  us, 
as  it  does  you,  it  absolutely  contributes  to 
the  preser\'ation  of  our  lives.  What  is  yet 
more  remarkable  is,  tliat  it  never  wets  our 
clothes ;  so  that  when  we  have  a  mind  to 
visit  the  earth,  we  have  no  occasion  to  dry 
them.  Our  common  language  is  the  same 
with  that  of  the  writing  engraved  upon  the 
peal  of  the  great  prophet  &lomon,  the  son 
of  David. 

I  must  not  forget  to  tell  you  further,  that 
the  water  does  not  in  the  least  hinder  us 
from  seeing  in  the  sea ;  for  we  can  open  our 
eyes  without  any  inconvenience ;  and  as 
we  have  qukjk,  piercing  sight,  we  can  dis- 
cern any  object  as  clearly  in  the  deepest 
fiart  of  the  sea,  as  upon  land.    We  have 


also  there  a  successkm  of  day  and  n%fat , 
the  moon  affords  us  her  light,  and  even  the 

Flanets  and  the  stars  appear  visible  to  us. 
have  already  spoken  of  our  kingdoms ; 
but  as  the  sea  is  much  more  spacious  than 
the  eartli,  so  there  are  a  greater  number  ot 
tl  lem ,  and  of  greater  extent  They  are  di- 
vided into  provinc-es ;  and  in  each  province 
there  are  several  great  cities,  well  peopled. 
In  short,  there  are  an  infinite  number  oT na- 
tions, differing  in  manners  and  customs,  av 
well  as  upon  tlie  earth. 

The  palaces  of  the  kings  and  princes  are 
very  sumptuous  and  magnificent-  Some 
of  them  are  of  marble  of  various  cokHirs ; 
others  of  rock-crystal,  with  which  the  sea 
aiwunds,  mother-of-jKiarl,  coral,  and  o( 
other  materials  more  valuable  ;  gold,  silver, 
and  all  sorts  of  precious  stones,  are  more 
plentiful  there  than  on  earth.  I  say  nothing 
of  the  pearls,  since  the  largest  that  ever 
was  seen  upon  earth,  would  not  be  valued 
amongst  us ;  and  none  but  the  very  loweit 
rank  of  citizens  would  wear  them. 

As  we  have  a  marvellous  and  incredible 
agility  to  transport  ourselves  whither  we 
please  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye,  we  have 
no  occasion  for  anv  carriages  or  ridini^- 
horses ;  not  but  the  king  has  nis  stables,  and 
his  stud  of  sea-horses ;  but  they  are  seldom 
made  use  of,  except  upon  public  feastih  or 
rejoicing  davs.  Some,  after  they  have  train- 
eo  them,  take  delight  in  riding  them,  and 
show  their  skill  and  dexterity  in  races ;  oth- 
ers put  Uiem  to  chariots  of  mother-of-pearl, 
adorned  with  an  infinite  number  of  shells 
of  all  sorts,  of  the  liveliest  colours.  The« 
chariots  are  open ;  and  in  the  middle  there 
is  a  throne  upon  which  the  king  sits,  and 
shows  himself  to  the  public  view  of  his  sub- 
jects. The  horses  are  trained  up  to  draw 
oy  themselves ;  so  that  there  is  no  occaaoo 
for  a  charioteer  to  guide  them.  I  pass  over 
a  thousand  other  cunous  |)articulars  reia 
ting  to  these  marine  countries,  which  would 
be  very  entertaining  to  your  majesty ;  but 
vou  must  permit  me  to  defer  it  to  future 
leisure,  to  speak  of  s^miething  of  much 
greater  consequence  *  which  is,  that  the 
method  of  delivering  and  the  way  of  man- 
aging the  women  of  the  sea  in  their  Ijring- 
in,  is  quite  difi'erent  from  those  of  the  wo- 
men of  the  earth ;  and  I  am  afraid  to  trait 
myself  in  the  hands  of  the  midwives  of 
this  country :  tlierefore  since  my  safe  deli- 
very equally  concerns  us  botli,  with  your 
majesty's  permission,  I  think  it  proper  ftr 
greater  security,  to  send  for  mv  mother  and 
my  cousins,  to  assist  at  my  labour ;  at  the 
same  time  to  desire  the  lung  my  brother^ 
company,  to  whom  I  have  a  great  desire  t9 
be  reconciled.  They  will  be  verv  ^lad  to 
see  me  again,  afler  I  have  related  my  fto- 
ry  to  them,  and  when  they  understand  I 
am  wife  to  the  mighty  king  of  Persia.  I 
beseech  your  majesty  to  give  me  leave  to 
send  for  them:  I  am  sure  they  will  beha|K 
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py  to  pay  their  r^npccts  to  you  ;  and  1  ven- 
ture to  say  you  %vill  be  extremely  pleased 
to  see  them. 

Madam,  replied  the  king  of  Persia,  you 
are  mistrera ;  do  whatever  you  please ;  I 
will  endeavour  to  receive  them  with  all  the 
honours  they  deserve.  But  I  would  fain 
know  how  you  would  acquaint  them  with 
what  you  desire,  and  when  they  will  arrive, 
that  I  may  give  orders  to  make  preparation 
for  their  reception,  and  go  myself  in  person 
to  meet  them.  Sire,  replied  the  queen  Gul- 
nare,  there  is  no  need  ol*  these  ceremonies; 
they  will  be  here  in  a  moment ;  and  if  your 
maiesty  will  but  step  into  the  closet,  and 
looic  through  the  lattice,  you  shall  see  the 
manner  of  their  arrival. 

As  soon  as  the  king  of  Persia  was  in  the 
closet,  queen  Gulnare  ordered  one  ol'  her 
women  to  bring  her  a  fire-pan  with  a  little 
fire.  After  that  she  bid  her  retire  and  shut 
the  door.  When  she  was  alone,  she  took 
a  piece  of  aloes  out  of  a  box,  and  put  it  in- 
to the  fire-pan.  As  soon  as  she  saw  the 
smoke  rise,  she  repeated  some  words  un- 
known to  the  kin^  of  Persia,  who  observed 
with  great  attention  all  that  she  did.  She 
had  no  sooner  ended,  but  the  sea  began  to 
be  disturbed.  The  closet  the  king  was  in 
was  so  contrived,  that  looking  through  the 
lattice  on  the  same  side  with  the  windows 
that  faced  the  sea,  he  could  plainly  per- 
ceive it. 

At  length  the  sea  opened  at  some  dis- 
tance ;  and  presently  there  arose  out  9f  it  a 
tall,  handsome  young  man,  with  whiskers 
of  a  sea-green  colour;  a  little  behind  him, 
a  lady,  advanced  in  years,  but  of  a  majes- 
tic air^  attended  by  five  young  ladies,  no- 
thing mierior  in  beauty  to  the  queen  Gul- 
nare. 

Queen  Gulnare  immediately  came  to  one 
of  the  windows,  and  saw  the  king  her  bro- 
ther, the  queen  her  mother,  and  the  rest  of 
her  relatk)ns,  who  at  the  same  time  per- 
ceived her  also.  The  company  came  for- 
ward, borne,  as  it  were,  upon  the  surface 
of  tlje  waves.  When  they  came  to  the  edge, 
they  nimbly,  one  after  another,  sprung  to 
the  window,  from  whence  the  queen  Gul- 
nare had  retired  to  make  room  for  them. 
King  Saleh,  the  queen  her  mother,  and  the 
rest  of  her  relatwns,  embraced  her  tenderly, 
with  tears  in  their  eyes,  on  their  first  en- 
trance. 

After  queen  Gulnare  had  received  them 
with  all  imaginable  honour,  and  made 
them  sit  down  upon  a  sofa,  the  queen  her 
mother  addresseu  herself  to  her:  Daugh- 
ter, said  she,  I  am  overjoyed  to  see  you 
again  at\er  so  long  an  absence ;  and  I  am 
confident  that  your  brother  and  your  rela- 
tions are  no  less  so.  Your  leaving  us  with- 
out acquainting  any  body  with  it,  involved 
us  in  inexpressible  concern ;  and  it  is  im- 
possible to  tell  you  how  manv  tears  we  have 
flhed  upon  that  account  We  know  of  no 
other  reason  that  could  induce  yon  lo  take 


such  a  surprising  resolution,  but  what  your 
brother  told  ns  of  the  conversation  that 
passed  between  him  and  you.  The  advice 
lie  gave  you  seemed  lo  him  at  that  time 
very  advantageous  for  settling^  you  hand- 
somely in  the  world,  and  very  suitable  to 
the  then  posture  of  our  affairs.  If  you  had 
not  approved  of  his  proposal,  yonoo^htnot 
to  have  been  so  much  alarmed  ;  and,  give 
me  leave  to  tell  you,  you  took  tiie  thing  in 
a  (luite  different  fight  fvoni  what  you  ought 
to  nave  done.  B  ut  no  more  of  this  diBCourse ; 
it  serves  only  to  renew  the  occasion  of  oar 
sorrow  and  complaint,  which  we  and  you 
ought  to  bury  for  ever  in  oblivion :  give  cm 
now  an  account  of  all  that  has  hapi)enedto 
you  since  we  saw  you  last,  and  of  your  pre- 
sent situation  ;  but  especially  let  usknowii 
you  are  satisfied. 

Queen  Gulnare  immediately  threw  her  • 
self  at  her  mother's  feet ;  ana  after  rising 
and  kissing  her  hand.  Madam,  said  she,! 
own  I  have  been  euilty  of  a  very  great 
fault,  and  I  am  indebted  to  your  goodness 
tor  the  pardon  which  you  are  pleased  to 
grant  me.  What  I  am  going  to  say,  in  obe- 
dience to  your  commands,  will  soon  con- 
vince vou,  that  it  is  very  often  in  vain  for 
us  to  nave  an  aversion  for  certain  mea 
sures;  I  have  mj'self  experienced,  that  the 
only  thing  I  had  an  abhorrence  to,  is  just 
that  to  which  mv  destiny  has  led  me.  She 
related  tlie  whole  of  what  had  bei alien  her 
since  she  quitted  the  sea  in  a  violent  pas- 
sion for  the  earth.  As  soon  as  slie  had 
made  an  end,  and  had  ac^uainte<l  them 
with  her  having  been  sold  to  tlie  king  ot 
Persia,  in  who:«  palace  she  was  at  prevent ; 
Sister,  said  the  kins:  her  brother,  you  have 
been  very  much  to  blame  to  sutler  so  many 
indignities,  but  you  can  blame  nobody  but 
yourself;  you  have  it  in  your  power  now 
to  free  yourself;  and  I  cannot  but  admire 
vour  patience,  that  you  could  endure  se 
long  a  slavery.  Ri:«,  and  return  with  ue 
into  my  kingdom,  that  I  have  reconquered 
from  the  proud  usurper  who  luid  made  him- 
self master  of  it. 

The  king  of  Persia,  who  heard  these 
words  from  the  closet  where  he  stood,  wae 
in  the  utmost  alarm.  Ah !  said  he  to  him- 
self. I  am  ruined ;  and  if  my  queen,  my 
Gulnare,  hearkens  to  this  advice,  and  leaves 
me,  I  shall  surely  die ;  tor  it  is  impossible 
tor  me  to  live  without  her,  and  they  want 
to  deprive  me  of  her.  Queen  Gulnare  soon 
put  him  out  of  his  trars. 

Brother,  said  she  smiling,  what  I  have 
just  now  hoard  ffives  me  a  greater  proof 
than  ever  I  haffof  the  sincerity  of  your 
friendship  for  me :  I  could  not  brook  your 
proposing  to  me  a  match  with  a  prince  oi 
the  earth ;  now  I  can  scarce  forbear  bcinff 
angry  with  you  for  advising  me  to  breal 
the  engagement  I  have  made  with  the  roort 
puissant  and  most  renowned  monarch  in 
the  world.  I  do  not  speak  here  of  any  en- 
gai^ement  between  a  slave  and  her  mai- 
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ter ;  it  would  be  easy  to  return  the  ten 
thousand  pieces  of  gold  that  I  cost  him ; 
but  I  speak  now  oi*  a  contract  between  a 
wife  and  a  husband,  and  a  wife  who  has 
not  the  least  reason  to  complain.  He  is  a 
religious,  wise,  and  temperate  king,  and  has 
given  me  the  most  essential  demonstrations 
of  his  love.  What  can  be  a  greater  in- 
(rtance  of  the  violence  of  his  passion,  than 
^end'Pg  away  all  his  women  (of  which  he 
luul  a  jgreat  number)  immediately  upon 
my  amvai,  and  confining  himself  only  to 
me?  I  am  now  his  wife,  and  he  has  lately 
declared  me  queen  of  Persia,  to  uhare  with 
him  in  his  councils ;  besides,  I  am  pregnant, 
and  if  Heaven  permits  me  to  give  nim  a 
aOQ,  that  will  be  another  motive  to  engsige 
ny  afiections  to  him  the  more. 

jSo  that,  brother,  continued  the  aueen 
Gulnare,  instead  of  tbUowing  your  advice, 
you  see  I  have  all  the  reason  m  the  world, 
not  only  to  love  the  king  of  Persia  as  pas- 
«ionately  as  he  loves  me,  out  also  to  live  and 
<Ge  with  him,  more  out  of  gratitude  than 
4uty.  I  hope  then  neither  myr  mother,  nor 
jcou,  nor  any  of  my  cousins,  \m\  disapprove 
>oftheresolutk>n  or  the  alliance  I  have  made, 
v^ch  will  be  an  equal  honour  to  the  kings 
•oftheseaand  eaith.  Excuse  mefbr  giving 
jma  the  trouble  of  coming  hither  from  tlie 
iMttom  of  the  deep,  to  communicate  it  to 
jou,  and  for  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  aller 
«o  long  a  separation. 

Sister,  replied  king  Saleh,  the  proposal  I 
■aade  you  of  going  back  with  us  into  my 
Idngdom,  upon  the  recital  of  your  adven- 
tures, (which  I  could  not  hear  without  con- 
cern,) was  only  to  let  you  see  how  much  we 
all  love  you,  and  hour  much  I  in  particular 
honour  you,  and  that  nothing  in  tiie  world 
is  so  dear  to  me  as  your  happines;^.  V\x>n 
the  same  account  then,  for  my  own  part,  I 
cannot  condemn  a  resolution  so  rea.<ionable 
and  80  worthy  of  vourself,  atler  what  you 
have  told  us  of  toe  king  of  Persia,  your 
husband,  and  the  great  obligations  you 
have  to  bimj  and  I  am  persuaded  that  the 
queen  our  mother  will  be  of  the  same 
cjpinion. 

The  queen  confirmed  what  her  son  had 
just  spoken,  and  addressing  herself  to  queen 
Gulnare,  said,  I  am  very  glad  to  hear  you 
are  pleased ;  and  I  have  nothing  else  to  add 
to  what  your  broker  has  just  said  to  you. 
I  should  have  been  the  first  to  have  con- 
demned you,  if  you  had  not  expressed  all 
the  gratitude  you  owe  to  a  monarch  that 
Jovef  you  so  passionately,  and  has  done  such 
great  things  lor  you. 

As  die  king  of  Persia,  who  was  still  in 
IhecloBet,  had  been  extremely  concerned 
fyt  fear  of  losing  his  beloved  queen,  so  now 
he  was  transported  with  joy  at  her  resolu- 
tion never  to  ibrsiike  him  ;  and  liaving  no 
room  to  doubt  of  her  love  al'ter  so  open  a 
declaration,  he  be^an  to  bve  her  more  than 
ever,  and  resolveof  to  express  his  gratitude 
in  every  possible  way. 


While  the  king  was  indulging  incrediUe 
pleasure,  queen  Gulnare  clapped  herhands, 
and  presently  in  came  some  of  her  slaves^ 
whom  she  had  ordered  to  bring  in  a  colla- 
tion :  as  soon  as  it  was  servea  up,8he  in- 
vited the  queen  her  mother,  the  lung  her 
brother,  and  her  cousins,  to  sit  down  and 
take  part  of  it  T  hey  began  to  reflect,  that 
without  asking  leave,  tliey  were  got  into 
the  palace  of  a  mi^ghty  king,  who  hod  never 
seen  nor  heard  of  them,  and  that  it  would 
be  a  gre^it  piece  of  rudeness  to  eat  at  his 
table  without  him.  This  reflection  raised 
a  blush  in  their  faces,  and  in  their  emotion 
their  eyes  glowing  like  fire,  they  breathed 
flames  at  tlieir  mouths  and  nostrils. 

This  unexpected  sight  put  the  long  of 
Persia,  who  was  totally  ignorant  of  the 
cause  of  it,  into  a  dreadiu)  consternation. 
Queen  Gulnare  susix5Ctin^  this,  and  under- 
standing the  intention  of  her  relations,  rose 
from  her  seat,  and  told  them  she  wnald  be 
Imck  in  a  moment.  She  went  directly  to 
the  closet,  and  by  her  presence  recovered 
the  king  of  Persia  from  his  surprise.  Sir, 
said  she,  I  doubt  not  but  that  your  majesty 
is  well  pleased  with  the  acknowledgment  I 
have  lately  made  of  the  many  favours  for 
which  I  am  indebted  to  you.  i  might  have 
complied  with  the  wishes  of  my  relatioai, 
and  gone  back  with  them  into  their  do- 
minions ;  but  I  am  not  capable  of*  such  in- 
gratitude, for  which  I  should  have  been  the 
first  to  have  condemned  myself.  Ah !  my 
queen,  cried  the  kin^  of  Pernia,  speak  no 
more  of  your  obligations  to  me ;  you  have 
none :  I  am  under  so  great  to  yoq,  that  I 
shall  never  Im;  able  to  repjiy  or  express  them. 
I  never  thought  it  possible  you  could  have 
loved  me  so  tenderly  as  you  do.  and  as  you 
have  made  appear  to  me  in  the  rtiotst  ex- 
pressive manner.  Ah !  sir,  replieii  the 
uueen  Guliiare,  could  I  do  less  tli.in  I  have 
done  ?  I  tear  I  have  not  done  enough,  coo- 
eidering  nil  the  honours  tliat  your  majesty 
lias  heaiKui  u\jQn  me-,  and  it  is  impossible 
lor  me  to  remain  insensible  of  your  love, 
after  so  many  convincing  proofs  as  you  have 
given  me. 

But  sir,  continued  queen  Gulnare,  let  i» 
drop  this,  and  ^^ive  me  leave  to  assure  yoa 
of  the  sincere  friendship  that  the  queen  my 
mother,  and  the  k  jng  my  brotlier,  are  pleased 
to  honour  you  with ;  they  earnestly  desire 
to  see  you,  and  tell  you  so  themselves  •  I 
intended  to  have  some  conversation  with 
them  by  ordering  a  banquet  lor  them,  before 
I  introduced  them  to  your  majesty,  but  they 
are  very  impatient  to  pay  their  respects  to 
you :  and  tfierefore  I  desire  your  majesty 
would  be  pleased  to  walk  in,  and  honour 
them  with  your  presence. 

Madam,  said  the  king  of  Persia,  I  ahoukl 
be  very  ghul  to  salute  persons  that  have  the 
honour  to  be  so  nearly  related  to  you,  but  I 
am  afraid  of  the  flames  that  the^  breathe 
at  their  mouths  and  iKMtrils.  Sir,  rei»lied 
the  queen,  laughing,  you  need  not  in  the 
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km  baafWd  oTthiMa  IIuiim,  wKich  sr« 
DMhinf  butftdpioCtheiruitiLiliiiigncsato 
«u  in  your  paUoe.  without  your  honourinE 
them  vrltfa  jour  prMence,  utd  eating  ivitE 
Ibera. 

Tho  king  oTPenia,  encouraged  by  thcec 
mrd^  nweup,  and  went  into  lliecliamber 
with  Kb  qoean  Culnare.  Stje  presented 
bim  to  the  queen  her  mother,  to  the  king 
her  bmh«r,and  to  her  other  relittions,  who 
inaiantly  threw  themaelve*  at  his  Tect.  with 
their  acM  to  the  ground.  The  king  of 
Penta  ran  to  them,  and  liflin^  iheni  up. 
ombraoed  them  one  alW  another.  Atier 
they  were  ajl  teated,  kinf  Snieh  h^gan : 
ait,  «id  be  10  the  king  oC  Perna,  we  ace  at 
aloMfbrwordiloexpreMourjoy.  to  thinic 
that  the  queen  my  nHer,  in  her  di^srace, 
■hould  hav«  the  happineM  of  felling  under 
the  protectMa  i^io  Mweriul  a  monarch. 
We  can  BMure  yon  me  ie  not  unworthv  of 
Iba  high  lank  you  have  been  pleased  to 
raise  her  lo ;  and  we  have  alwaTi  had  so 
much  love  and  tendamew  fbr  her.  that  we 
oould  never  think  of  partinf  wth  her  to 
any  of  the  puiHant  princee  «  the  aea,  who 
bawoflendemaodedherinnnrriagebelbre 
ihaoameorage.  Heaven  ha*  merred  her 
IbrTDn,  KT,  and  we  have  no  better  way  of 
iMaming  inanka  to  it  for  the  lavour  it  hu 
dotM  her,  than  beweehing  it  to  ;;nint  your 
maieMf  a  long  and  happj  life  with  her, 
and  to  crown  jrou  with  pcuvarity  and  utu- 
&ctkm. 

Cert^nly,  replied  the  kaie  of  Persia. 
Heaven  reiwrved  her  purely  for  me  aa  you 
obaerve.  I  bve  her  with  »  tender  and 
vinlentapaMon,that  lamiatiffiai  I  n«ver 
loved  anv  woman  till  I  mw  her.  I  camnoi 
■ulRciently  tluuik  eiilier  iIk  queen  Ii-.t 
mother,  or   you,   prince,  ""     ""' 


in  the  Arabian  language  iignifieBtha  F\iU 
Moon.  To  return  thanks  to  Heaven,  he 
was  very  liberal  in  bti  alma  to  the  poor, 
and  cauied  the  privm  doora  to  be  tet  toan, 
and  gave  all  hit  ilavea  ol'  both  ■exae  tnoir 
libert;;.  He  dtttributed  vatt  mum  aaMng  . 
the  minbten  and  boJy  men  oT  bia  ralisioik 
He  alio  gave  large  donation  to  hii  coui  Uen^ 
beMde*   a   giaat  deal  that  was  throwa 


.  lugh  the  whole  eity. 

One  day,  after  the  queen  waa  tip  aniit, 


_  _  dMCOuning  ti_ _^ 

bedchamber,  tlie  none  came  in  with  Um 
rauitf  prince  Bcder  in  her  anna.  Kiog 
Salen  do  loooer  «aw  him,  but  he  raa  to 
embiaeehim;  and  taking  him  in  biiana^ 
All  to  kiiiing  and  carcaang  bim  with  tha 
graalMt  demonctntion  of  tendemeM.  Ha 
Uxk  teveral  tnma  with  him  about  tbe  roam, 
dancing  and  toMlngbim  about,  wban  allot 
a  •uddeo,  thnnigh  a  tnuaiwrt  cf  joy,  tha 
window  being  open,  he  q)rung  out,  and 
plunged  with  nim  into  the  lea. 

Tbe  king  of  Peni^  who  expected  no 
(uch  aighL  act  up  a  bideout  cry,  veriljr 
believitw  he  abould  either  mc  the  denr 
prince  fije  aoo  no  more,  or  elae  that  ha 
ahould  aee  him  drovmeo:  he  waa  like  lo 
haveUiedof  grief  and  affliction.  Sir,  *afd 
queen  Ouluare,  (with  a  auiet  and  undi» 
turbed  countenance,  the  belter  to  comfort 
him.)  let  ^oor  maierty  fear  nothing ;  the 
young  nnnce  ia  my  nn  aa  well  aa  yout^ 
and  I  do  nut  love  bim  lua  than  jmu  do. 
You  Kc  I  am  not  alarmed ;  Mither  m  truth 
ought  1  to  be  ao.  He  rune  iio  riik,  and  jreu 
win  mon  tee  the  king  hia  uucle  appear  with 
him  again,  and  brief  biro  bock  «fe  aod 
nund.  Altlwurh  h%  waa  born  ofyour 
bkiod,  he  i«  equally  of  mine,  and  will  hava 
ttw  aama  advantage  hk  uncle  and  I  bav^ 
of  livinr  equally  in  the  Ma  aod  upon  the 
land.  TheqDWnhi»n»ther,andtnepriu> 
hia  relationa,  confirmied  the 


'et  all  they  aaid  l»d  no  e^ct  on  tiM 

_  _  fright,  from  which  he  could  not  r^ 

CO vor  H 1  llie  aaw  prince  Bedar  appear  again 


kii^Trii 


II  the  wbli 

the  kingofPmiaeoiivenied  with  them  tl 
It  waa  very  late ;  and  when  the)'  Uiou^ht   I 
kconvenient  to  retire,  he  waited  upon  them   i 
hiimelf  (o  tbe  aevenU  apartmenu  he  had   < 
ordend  to  be  predated  Ibr  tiiem.  1 

The  king  ofPeraia  treated  his  iliu.4iriDus   i 
gueata  with  continual  feaata:  in  which  he   i 
ooutled  noihingthat  might  ahon  ha  ^iv 
deur    and    magnificence,    and    ineennibly 
prevailedwithihffmtoataywiihhim  tilhlie   I 
queenwoabroughttobed.   WheDthct 
ofherlying-indrewnear.hegavepanici 

orderathat  nothmgahouldbowtinlinsiliai  jyoung  annc_  .. 

waa  nereaaary  uponauch  an occiuion.  Al  |  up  in  the  air,  he  re-onterad  ai  uk  wun 
night  ^e  wu  brought  to  bed  of  a  ton,  lo  window  he  went  out  at.  TbekingofPenia 
tlie  irreat  jov  ofihe  queen  her  mother,  who  I  being  oveiioyed  to  Me  prince  Bcoer  again, 
■aaiainl  at  the  latMur :  and  as  anon  aa  he  I  and  aitoniahed  tiiat  ha  waa  aa  calm  aa  ba- 
waa  iireeaed  in  swnddling-clciheo.  which  fbn  he  loat  eight  of  bim ;  king  Saleb  aaid, 
were  very  roagtufieent,  weot  and  pi<eseatcd  Sir,  waa  dm  yoor  majeaty  in  a  (rcat  flight, 
him  to  tbe  king:,  |wtien/oufiratakwmitplQn-**  — -•*■ 

Thekingd 


at  length  became  troubled,  wbw 

...    !.;._    g^gj,    ^j,^    ^jjj    (ijj 


him'to tiw king.  '  |wtwnyoufiratakwmitplQiaEe  mtotheaea 

~    ' '  c  cTPMBia  received  iJuepraaGBl' with  tn>pttK«inrBepMwTAliu!pnaen 


2B 
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uuwered  the  kinx  of  Persia,  I  cannot  e:i- 
prna  my  concern.  I  thought  him  lost  Iroiri 
that  very  moment,  and  you  "      '  ' 


e  hy  bringing  him  azoin.    1  lhou§r!j 
uch,  rejilieJ  kitis  SiUeli,  though  y-y 
hid  not  the  leai>t  reason  to  apprehemi  i 


danger ;  for,  helbre  1  plunged  into  the  eoi 
with  him.  1  pronounced  over  him  certiiiii 
mysterious  wonld  which  were  engraven  on 
the  teal  of  the  great  Holomon,  uic  son  ol' 
David.  We  pmctiMitlie  lil<e  ia  relation  to 
all  thore  childi'cii  thut  itre  bom  in  the  re- 
gfons  at  the  bottom  of  the  tea,  by  virtue 
whereof  tlicy  receive  the  ninie  privilu^ts 
th:it  we  have  nvcr  those  people  wlia  inhanit 
the  efirth.  Front  whijt  your  mnjesly  h:is 
nbserveil,  you  nuiy  cokiIv  liee  what  advnn- 
lBe«  yovir  sou  nrmce  Befler  hns  ucquir'^l 
by  hiB  birth  on  the  part  of  hia  mother,  i|urvii 
Cluliiare  my  siater,  for  as  long  as  lie  livt^, 
and  nt  olien  aa  he  pleases,  he  will  be  ai 
liberty  to  plunge  into  the  aen^  and  tiaveroe 
tfie  vHRt  empires  it  coiitaiiu  m  ila  bosom. 

Having  H)  apoke,  king  Saleh,  who  hiu] 
restored  prince  Beder  to  hii  nune's  arm^, 
opened  a  box  he  had  tetche>l  Irom  li^s 
I»]«c«  in  the  little  time  he  had  di3Bi)pear> '  [ 
irtiich  mia  Siied  with  three  hundred  d  la 
mondi,  aa  tar^  aa  pigeom'  a^ga,  a  I.m' 
number  of  nibwa  of  extraordinary  aize,  :i'^ 
iBfloy  emerald  wanda;  each  half  a  Toot  long, 
and  withthirtyatringa  or  necklaces  of  pearl, 
aen  of  ten  feet.    Sir,  said  be  to 


.  it  atimmoned  by  the 
Qoecn  my  aieter,  I  knew  not  what  part  of 
the  earth  she  waa  in,  or  that  ahc  hnd  the 
honourtobcmarrial  tosog-reatamonanh. 
This  made  UB  come  empty-handed.  As  ive 
uuinot  express  how  much  we  Imve  bfe^ 
«»!iged  to  your  majeaty,  I  beg  yna  to  sic- 
eeyit  ihia  email  token  of  gratitude  in  :u-- 
hnowleilgmeiit  of  the  many  particukir 
fitvoura  you  have  been  pleased  to  show  her, 
wherein  we  take  equal  intereet 

It  ia  iim)0vible  toexprea  how  ercally  the 
king  ofl^rfia  was  auipriaed  at  ihe  sight  -A' 
ao  much  riches,  incloned  in  M  little  compui:i>. 
What !  prince,  cried  he,  do  voti  call  bo  ma.- 
timable  a  present  a  small  token  of  your 
(fmtitvidc.  when  you  never  have  been  in- 
debted to  me?  1  declare  once  more,  you 
have  r\cvcr  been  in  the  leaFlobliged  Ionic, 
neiiher  the  queen  your  mother,  nor  you,    I 


■n  m>'EcIf  but  too  happy  Jn  the  coneeni 

-■■egiven  tothealiiaiicel  havec 

wiDi  you.    Madam,  continued 


you  have  ^ven  to  the  a 


turniiiK  to  Guliiare,  the  king  your  Lrotl".. 
haa  nut  tne  into  the  greatot  conru^iuii 
and  I  would  beg  of  him  to  permit  me  u 
reftwo  hill  present,  were  I  not  afraid  of  ilis 
obliging  him  ;  do  you  therclbre  endeavom 
to  obtain  hii  leuii'e  that  1  may  be  excu^^ 
accepting  it. 

Sir,  replied  king  Saleh,  I  am  not  at  all 
■crprised  that  your  majesty  thinkd  tliia  pi 
apnt  to  extraordinary.    I  know  >'ouare  i_ 
■ccuamned  upon  wtb  lo  aee  precious 


andn(.„ 

iU     The«  eiit.Mgiiig  expresions  o 
llie  hing  of  Persia  to  accept  tlie  pnavm; 
liv  whii-h  lio  returned  many  ihtuik*  both  to 
king  Saleh  un<l  ihi:  <iueen  hin  mother. 

A  few  days  atlur.  kin?  Siiteh  save  the 
kingot'PerBiii  to  unilcivtanil,  tikat  the  quMn 
liid  mottier,  tlie  iirince^e:!  hj->  retationa,  and 
liini>«lli  cnuld  have  no  greater  pleasure 
tlian  tosnend  their  whole  lives  at  tui  court; 
but  that  havi[ig  been  so  long  abwnt  trom 
their  own  kingdom,  whore  their  preaeuce 
was  alMoIutely  necesmry,  he  beigged  o 
himnottoiakeit  ill  if  thev  took  leave  of  him 
and  queen  Gulnare.  The  king  of  Peraw 
asaured  them  lie  was  very  ■orry  that  it  was 
not  in  his  power  to  return  their  viait  in  their 
own  domiiuona ;  but  added,  Aa  I  am  verilr 
persuaded  you  will  not  Ibrget  queen  Gut 
iKi[i'.  h\n  c'-nv  ^ind  aee  her  now  and  tbeal, 
I  hope  1  eli.JI  ii.ive  the  honour  to  aee  you 

fllany  U.-nn.  wuie  shed  on  both  aidce  upcn 
theirM-;uLr:L[iii^i.  Kin^ Salehdeparted firM 
butlhe  i|ut-<.'[i  iiLLj  mother,  and  llie  princeceea 
his  rclaliOiM^  wi're  fain  in  force  themseivea, 
in  a  manner,  from  the  embrucea  of  queea 
Gulnare,  wl(0  could  not  prevail  with  heraelt 
to  let  tliem  go.  Tills  royal  comiiany  were 
no  sooner  out  of  sight,  but  Ihe  kingol  Penia 
tuid  to  queen  Gulnare,  Mailam,  I  should 
h-ive  looked  upon  tlie  person  that  had  pre- 
tended to  pass  those  upon  me  Ibr  tive  won- 
ders, of  which  1  niyreif  have  been  eve- wit 
ne^  liiun  the  time  I  have  been  honoured 
with  your  illuHiriouE  liimily  at  my  court,  aa 
one  who  wouhl  have  abuuc<l  my  credulity 
But  I  cannot  refute  to  believe  my  o^n  eyeii 
and  shall  remejnber  it  hk  longna  I  live,  aiid 
never  cease  to  bleat  heaven  tor  directing 
you  lo  me,  in  preliTence  to  any  other  prince. 

Young  ]>rlnce  Beder  wiu  brought  up  and 
educated  in  the  |ialac«,  uniler  Uie  cure  a 
titc  king  and  (iiiecn  ofPcrwa,  who  both  at» 
him  grow  aiul  increase  in  beauty,  lo  tJieii 
great  satisliiction.  He  gave  tliem  yef 
greater  pleasure  as  he  advanced  in  year^ 
bv  bis  continual  f;nrightlineMi,by  hiaacreea- 
lile  manners,  anil  by  llie  Justness  and  viva- 
cil/  of  his  tvit  in  whatever  he  said ;  and 
this  satislitction  was  ilie  more  sensible,  be- 
cause king  Saleh  his  uncle,  ihe  queen  Itia 
grandmother,  anil  llie  prinressea  his  icla- 
twns,came  from  time  to  time  to  partakeol'il. 

He  was  easily  taught  to  read  and  writa, 
and  was  instructed  with  the  same  ikctlky 
in  all  the  «ciences  that  became  a  ptiDoe  ol 
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When  he  arrived  at  the  aipe  of  fifteen,  he 
acquitted  hinweJf  in  till  ha  exeroiics  with 
infinitely  better  mid  res*  and  ^race  than  hi;^ 
masters.  He  vrau  withal  very  wifse  and 
prudent.  The  kin|^,  who  had  alnKwt  from 
nis  cradle  discovered  in  hini  these  virtues, 
■0  necessary  tor  a  monarch,  and  who  more- 
over began  to  perceive  the  infirmities  of  old 
hge  coming:  upon  himseifcvery  day,  would 
not  stay  till  oieath  gave  him  posc&esBion  of 
his  throne,  but  purpio^eil  to  resii^n  it  to  him. 
He  hail  no  gieat  ditficulty  to  make  his 
council  consent  to  it ;  and  the  |>eople  heanl 
tliis  resolution  with  so  much  the  more  joy, 
as  they  conceived  prince  Beder  worthy  to 
Cavern  them.  In  a  word,  a;*  the  king  b(ui 
not  lor  a  long  time  appeared  in  public,  they 
had  all  the  opportunity  to  oheerve  he  had 
not  that  disdainful,  proud,  and  crabbed  air, 
whk;h  most  princrfl  have,  who  look  upon 
ail  below  tliem  with  aconi  and  contempt. 
They  saw,  on  the  contrary,  that  he  treated 
all  mankind  with  that  goodness  which  in- 
vited them  to  apnroach  him ;  that  he  lieanl 
favourably  all  who  liad  any  thing  to  sav  to 
him :  that  he  answered  every  boa>r  with  a 
foounesB  that  was  peculiar  to  him ;  ami 
that  he  refused  nobody  any  thing  that  had 
the  least  appearance  of  justice. 

The  day  tor  the  ceremony  was  appointed ; 
when,  in  the  midst  of  the  whole  asr^embl  v, 
which  was  then  more  numerous  than  ordi- 
nary, the  king  of  Persia  tlien  sitting  on  his 
throne,  came  down  from  it,  took  tlie  crown 
from  ofl  his  head,  put  it  on  that  of  prince 
Beder,  and  having  seated  him  in  his  place. 
Wiased  his  hand,  as  a  token  that  he  resigned 
his  autlmrity  to  him.  Atler  wliich  he  took 
his  place  among  tlie  crowd  of  vizien  and 
emirs  below  tiie  tlirone. 

Hereupon  tlie  viziers,  emirs,  and  other 
principal  officers,  came  immediately  and 
threw  themselves  at  the  new  king^s  feet, 
taking  each  the  oath  of  fidelity  according  to 
their  rank.  Then  the  grand  vizier  made  a 
report  of  divers  imiwrtant  matters,  on  which 
the  young  king  gave  judgment  with  tliat 
admirable  prudence  and  sagacity,  that 
surprised  all  the  council.  He  next  turned 
out  Kveral  govemorH  convicted  of  mal-ad- 
ministration,  and  put  others  ui  their  room, 
with  that  wonderful  and  just  discernment, 
as  exacted  tlie  acclamntk)ns  of  every  body ; 
which  were  so  much  the  mon?  Imnourable, 
as  flattery  had  no  share  in  tliem.  He  at 
length  lell  the  council,  accomi)aniod  by  the 
late  king  his  lilt  her,  luid  went  to  wait  on  his 
mother,  queen  Ouliiare,  at  her  apartment. 
The  queen  no  nooncr  saw  him  coming  with 
his  crown  upon  his  head,  but  she  ran  to  him, 
and  embrace  him  with  a  great  deal  of  ten- 
demew,  wishing  him  a  kxig  and  prospercKit 
reign. 

The  first  year  of  his  reign  king^  Beder 
aoquitted  himself  of  all  his  toyni  tunctioiis 
with  great  assiduity.  Above  all,  he  took 
care  to  inform  hiniBelf  of  the  elate  of  his 
afiairs,  and  all  that  might  in  ahy  way 


tribute  towards  the  happinesi  of'  hie  peo|ilt« 
Next  year,  having  left  the  adniinistratien 
to  his  council,  under  the  dircetk)n  of  the  old 
king  his  father,  he  went  out  of  his  capital 
city,  under  pretence  of  diverting  hinueir 
with  hunting ;  but  his  real  intention  was  id 
vifiit  all  the  provinces  of  his  kingdom,  tJiat 
he  might  reform  all  abuses  there,  establirfi 
good  order  and  discipline  every  where,  and 
take  from  all  ill-minded  princes,  his  neigh- 
bours, any  opportunities  of  attempting  any 
thin^  against  the  security  and  tranquilU^ 
of  his  subjects,  by  showing  himself  on  m 
frontierR. 

It  required  no  loss  than  a  whole  year  for 
this  young  king  to  execute  a  design  lo  wor- 
thy of  him.  Soon  ailer  his  return,  tiie  old 
king  his  father  leli  so  dangerously  ill,  that 
he  knew  at  once  he  shouici  never  recover. 
He  waited  for  hk  last  moment  with  great 
tranquillity,  and  his  only  care  wiis  to  recom- 
mend to  the  ministers,  and  other  lords  of 
his  sonV  court,  to  persevere  in  the  fidelity 
they  had  sworn  to  him ;  and  there  was  not 
one  but  willingly  renewed  his  oath  as  freely 
as  at  first.  He  died,  at  length,  to  the  great 
grief  of  king  Beder  and  queen  Gumare, 
who  caused  his  corpse  to  be  borne  to  a 
stately  mausoleum,  worthy  of  his  rank  and 
digiiity. 

The  funeral  obsequies  ended,  king  Beder 
found  no  difficulty  to  comply  with  that  an- 
cient custom  in  Persia  to  mourn  for  the 
dead  a  whole  month,  and  not  to  be  seen  by 
any  bodv  during  all  that  time.  He  had 
mourned  tlie  death  of  liis  father  his  whole 
lite,  liad  he  hearkened  to  his  excenre 
afHiCtwn,  and  had  it  been  rieht  for  a  great 
prince  tliuuto  abandon  himself  to  iu  During 
this  interval,  tlie  queen,  mother  to  queen 
Guhiare,  and  king  Saleh,  together  with 
the  princesses  tlieir  relatknis,  arri\'ed  at  the 
Pcntian  court,  and  took  a  great  part  of 
their  affliction,  before  they  onered  any  con- 
solatmn. 

When  the  month  was  expired,  the  king 
could  not  refuse  admittance  to  tlie  granid 
vizier  and  tiie  other  lords  of  his  court,  who 
besought  him  to  lay  luu'de  his  mouniing,  to 
show  himself  to  his  subjects,  and  take  upon 
him  the  administration  of  affairs  i\s  before. 

He  showed  so  great  reluctance  to  their 
reciuest,  that  the  grand  vizier  was  forced 
to  take  upon  him  to  way  to  him,  8ir,  it  were 
needless  to  represent  to  your  niajest^f,  that 
it  belongs  only  to  women  to  persist  in  per- 
petual mourning.  We  doubt  not  but  /ou 
are  fully  convinced  of  that,  and  that  it  m 
not  your  intentk>n  to  lblk>w  their  example. 
NeiUier  our  tears  nor  yours  are  capable  of 
restoring  life  to  the  good  king  your  father, 
though  we  should  lament  him  all  our  days. 
He  wm  undergone  tlie  common  law  of  qll 
men,  which  subjects  them  to  pay  the  indis- 
pensable tribute  ol*  death.  Vet  we  cannot 
■ay  abeohitely  that  he  is  dead,  since  we  tee 
him  in  your  sered  nerson.  He  did  Kit 
hinmlfioubt,  when  *he  was  4yioff,  kabe 
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dHNdd fsvhrv  in  jFoa;  and  to  jmir  majeifT 
I  beioM  to  show  that  he  was  not  deceived. 

KuftfBeder  oouki  no  longer  oppose  such 
pwing  inntanees :  he  laid  amde  his  mourn- 
mf  habit  immediatdjr ;  and,  afler  he  had 
lemmed  theio;ral  iiabit  and  oruaments,  he 
b'^^an  to  provide  lor  the  neceaaities  of  his 
Idnfdom  and  subjectB  with  the  same  turn- 
duitx  at  belbre  his  father^  death.  He  ac- 
mnttad  hioMeir  with  univenal  approba- 
doo ;  and  as  he  was  exact  in  maintaining 
the  ordinanoes  of  his  predecessor,  the  peo- 
ple did  not  perceive  they  had  changed 
&eir  sovereijrn. 

King  Saieh,  who  was  retamed  to  his  do- 
minions in  the  sea  with  the  queen  his  mo- 
ther and  the  princesMs,  no  sooner  saw  that 
Idng  Bader  had  resumed  the  government, 
but  he,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  came  alone 
to  visit  him ;  and  king  Beder  and  queen 
Oolnare  were  oveijoyed  to  see  him.  One 
evening,  when  they  rose  from  table,  they 
laked  or  various  matters. 

King  Saleh  fell  insensibly  on  the  praises 
of  the,  kinsr  his  nephew,  aind  expressed  to 
the  queen  his  sifter  how  glad  he  was  to  see 
him  ffovem  so  prudently,  which  had  ac- 
quired him  80  great  reputation,  not  only 
among  his  neighbours,  but  more  remote 
princes.  KingBeder.  who  could  not  bear 
lo  hear  himseu  so  well  qwken  of,  and  not 
being  willing,  throagh  good  manners,  to 
interrupt  the  king  \m  uncle,  turned  on  one 
side,  and  feigned  to  be  asleep,  leaniitf  his 
head  againsta  coshk)n  that  was  behinonim. 

From  these  commendatk)iiB, 'which  re- 
garded only  the  wonderful  conduct  and 
surprising  genius  of  king  Beder,  king  Saleh 
came  to  speak  of  the  penections  ot*  his  body, 
which  he  extolled  as  prodigies,  having 
nothing  equal  to  them  upon  earthy  or  in  all 
the  kingdoms  under  the  waters,  with  which 
he  was  acquainted. 

Sister,  nid  he,  in  an  ecstacy,  he  ■  so 
handsome,  as  you  well  know,  I  wonder 
jrou  have  not  thought  of  marrvmg  him  ere 
tiiis:  if  I  mistake  not,  he  is  in  his  twentieth 
year ;  and,  at  that  age,  no  prince  like  him 
ought  to  be  suffered  to  be  without  a  wife. 
1  will  think  of  a  match  for  him  myaeii]  since 
you  will  not,  and  marrv  him  to  some  prin- 
cess of  our  lower  world,  that  may  be  wor- 
thy of  him. 

Brother,  replied  queen  Gulnare.  you 
call  to  my  remembrance  a  thing,  which  I 
must  own  I  have  never  thought  of  to  this 
very  moment  As  he  never  discovered 
any  inctination  for  marriage,  I  never  thought 
of  mcntmning  it  to  him ;  and  I  am  glad  yon 
have  spoken  of  it  to  me.  I  like  vour  pro- 
posing one  of  our  princesMS ;  ana  I  denre 
you  to  name  one  so  beautUul  and  accom- 
plished, that  the  king  my  son  may  be  obliged 
to  love  her. 

I  know  one  that  will  suit,  replied  king 
8aleh,softly;  but  before  I  tell  you  who  she 
is,  let  us  see  if  the  king  my  nephew  be 
weep  or  nst,  and  I  will  tdl  you  afterwards 


why  it  is  necesHury  we  should  take  thai 
precaution.  Queen  Gulnare  tumad  about 
and  kxiked  upon  her  son,  and  thought  sfate 
had  no  reason  to  doubt  but  he  was  in  a  pro* 
found  sleep.  King  Beder.  neverthelesi, 
iar  from  sleeping,  redoubled  his  attention, 
unwilling  to  lose  any  thing  the  kinr  his 
uncle  said  with  so  much  secrecy.  There 
is  no  necesEiity  for  your  speaking  so  low, 
said  the  queen  to  the  king  her  brouier ;  joo 
may  speak  out  with  fireMom,  without  mr 
of  being  heard. 

It  is  by  no  means  proper,  replied  Idng 
Saleh,  that  the  king  my  nephew  should  ae 
yet  have  any  knowledge  ot  what  I  am  g<H 
uig  to  say.  Love,  you  know,  sometimei 
enters  at  the  ear ,  and  it  is  not  necesHur 
he  should  thus  conceive  a  pasaoii  for  thm 
lady  I  am  about  to  name.  Indeed  I  eee 
many  difficulties  to  he  surmounted,  not  on 
the  lady's  part,  as  I  hope,  but  on  that  of  her 
father.— I  need  only  mention  to  vou  the 
princess  Giauhara,*  daughter  of  the  king 
of  Samandal. 

How !  brother,  replied  queen  Ghilraure,  is 
not  the  princess  Giauhara  yet  married  7  1 
remember  to  have  seen  her  a  little  before  I 
left  your  palace ;  she  was  then  about  tMh 
teen  months  old,  and  surpcisingly  beautMol, 
and  must  needs  oe  the  wonder  of  the  work!, 
if  her  charms  have  increased  etqually  widi 
her  years.  The  tew  years  she  is  older  than 
the  king  my  son  ought  not  to  prevent  m 
from  domg  our  utmost  to  bring  the  nuuch 
about.  I^t  me  but  know  die  dJAcuhiss 
that  are  to  be  surmounted,  and  we  wfll 
surmount  them. 

Sister,  replied  king  Saleh,  the  greateiC 
difficulty  is,  that  the  king  ot  Samandal  ii 
insupportably  vain,  kx>king  upon  all  ochsn 
as  his  inferiors ;  it  is  not  likely  we  shall 
easily  get  him  to  enter  into  this  alliance. 
For  my  part,  I  will  go  to  him  in  person,  and 
demand  of  hira  the  princess  his  daugnter; 
and,  in  case  he  reluaes  her,  we  will  ad(fa«M 
ourselves  elsewhere,  where  we  shall  be 
more  favourably  heard.  For  this  reasoa 
as  you  may  perceive,  added  he,  it  is  as  ivw 
tbr  the  king  my  nephew  not  to  know  waj 
thing  of  our  design,  till  we  have  got  the 
consent  of  the  king  of  Samandal,  hst  bs 
should  fall  in  love  with  the  princess  Qte- 
hara.  and  we  afterwards  not  be  able  to  ob- 
tain her  for  him.  They  discoursed  a  little 
longer  upon  this  point,  and  before  tbtf 
parted,  agreed  that  king  Saleh  should 
forthwith  return  to  his  own  domiiuons,  aad 
demand  the  princess  Giauhara  of  the  kinf 
of  Samandal  her  fother,  for  the  khig  « 
Persia  his  nephew. 

Thisdone,Queen  Gulnare  and  king  Sslsli, 
who  verily  believed  king  Beder  aditp, 
agreed  to  awake  him  belore  they  retired : 
and  he  dissembled  so  well,  that  he  ssamen 
to  wake  from  a  profbund  sleep.    He  had 

«  "Gtsnhsis,*'  hi  Aisbie,  agiOftss  s  ••|B»> 
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Imrd  every  word  thex  nid,  and  the  eha- 
leetff  they  fave  of  the  ptrinceas  Oiauhara 
had  inflamea  hit  heart  with  a  new  pasuon. 
He  had  conceived  euch  an  idea  of  her 
beauty,  that  the  deeire  of  poaaeodng  her 
made  him  ymm  the  night  very  uneasy, 
without  cUmuifs  his  eyes. 

Next  day  king  Saleh  would  take  leave 
of  queen  Uulnaie  and  the  king  his  nephew. 
The  younff  king,  who  knew  the  king  his 
uncle  would  not  have  departed  so  soon  but 
to  go  and  promote  without  km  of  time  his 
happiness,  elian^^  colour  when  he  heard 
him  mention  lus  departure.  His  passion 
was  become  so  violent,  it  would  not  sufler 
him  to  wait  so  long  time  (or  the  sight  ot*  his 
mistress  as  woukl  be  required  to  accompiifiii 
the  roarriai^  He  more  than  once  resolved 
to  desire  his  uncle  to  bring  her  away  with 
him :  but  as  he  did  not  care  to  let  the  queen 
his  mother  understand  he  knew  any  thing 
of  what  had  ))asBed,  he  desired  him  onl  v  to 
■lay  with  him  one  day  more,  that  they 
might  hunt  together,  intending  to  take  an 
opportunity  to  di««over  his  mind  to  him. 

The  day  ibr  hunting  was  set,  and  king 
Beder  had  many  opportunities  of  being 
ak>ne  with  his  uncle  to  declare  his  mind  to 
him ;  but  he  had  not  the  courage  to  open 
his  mouth  to  aaiuaint  him  with  nis  de««iffn. 

In  the  heat  of  the  chaw,  when  king  SoTeh 
wasllcparated  from  him,  and  not  one  of  IiIk 
officers  and  attendiuits  weie  near  him,  he 
alighted  near  a  rivulet;  and  luiviiig  tied 
his  horse  to  a  tree,  which,  witli  several 
others  crowing  along  the  banks,  ailbrded  a 
very  pfeasing  sliado,  he  laul  himself  down 
on  the  grass,  and  gave  free  course  to  his 
tears,  which  fk)wed  in  great  abundance, 
accompanied  with  many  sighs.  He  re- 
maineil  a  erood  while  in  this  condition,  ab- 
nrbed  in  thought,  witltout  speaking  a  word. 

King  Saleh,  in  the  mean  time,  missing 
tlte  king  his  nephew,  begun  to  be  much 
coiieenied  to  know  what  was  become  ol' 
him ;  but  could  meet  no  one  who  could 

Kive  any  tidings  of  him.  He  thereiiire  letl 
is  company  to  go  in  search  of  him,  and  at 
lenftli  perceived  him  at  a  distance.  He 
hau  observed  the  day  belbre,  and  more 
plainly  that  dav,  Umt  lie  was  not  so  lively 
as  he  used  to  be ;  Uiat  he  was  more  pen- 
sive than  ordinary;  and  tliat,  if  lie  was 
asked  a  que*itk)n,  he  either  answered  not  at 
all,  or  nothing  to  the  purpone ;  but  lie  never 
in  the  lea^t  tiuft>|)ected  the  cause  uf  all  tliis 
aheratwn.  Ah  soon  as  he  saw  him  lying 
in  that  dif>oonHolate  posture,  he  immediately 

Eiffsped  he  had  not  only  heard  what  passed 
It  ween  him  and  queen  Gulnnre.  but  was 
become  pOFbk>iiaiely  in  love.  He  hereupon 
alighted  at  some  cihttance  from  him,  and 
having  tied  his  horse  to  a  tree,  took  a  com- 

KiB,  and  cnnie  upon  him  so  sotUy,  that  he 
ard  him  pronounce  the  tblk>wing  words : 
Amiable  princess  oi'  the  kingdom  of  6a- 
mamlal,  cried  he  aloud,  I  have  no  doubt 
had  but  an  imperfect  sketch  oi  your  ii 
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parable  beauty :  I  hold  you  to  be  still  more 
beautiful  in  preference  to  all  the  princesns 
in  the  world,  and  to  excel  them  as  much  as 
the  sun  does  the  moon  and  stars.  I  would 
this  moment  go  and  ofler  you  mv  heart,  if 
I  knew  where  to  find  vou :  it  oelooge  lo 
vou,  and  no  princes  shall  be  po«e«or  of  it 
but  you. 

King  Saleh  would  hear  no  more;  he  ad- 
vanced immediately,  and  discovered  him- 
self to  king  Beder.  From  what  I  see, 
nephew,  said  he,  you  heard  what  the  queen 
your  mother  and  I  sakl  the  other  day  of  tlie 
princess  Giauhara.  It  was  not  our  inten 
tion  you  should  have  known  any  thing, 
and  we  thought  you  were  asleep.  My  dear 
uncle,  rer)liea  king  Beder,  I  heard  every 
word,  and  have  sufficiently  experienced 
the  effect  you  tbretold ;  which  it  was  not  in 
your  power  to  prevent    I  detained  you  on 

{>urpose  to  acquaint  you  with  my  love  be- 
bre  your  departure ;  but  the  shame  to  dis- 
close to  you  my  weakness,  if  it  be  any  to 
k>ve  a  iirincess  so  worthy  of  my  fevc,  seal- 
ed up  my  mouth.  1  beseech  you,  thin,  by 
the  friendship  you  profess  for  a  prince  who 
has  the  honour  to  be  so  nearly  allied  to  you, 
that  you  would  \niy  me,  and  not  wait  to 

{>rocure  roe  the  consent  of  the  divine  Giau- 
lara,  till  you  have  gained  the  consent  of 
the  king  ol*  Sanianoal  that  I  may  marry 
his  daughter,  unless  you  had  rather  see  me 
die  with  love  for  her,  before  I  have  a  oght 
of  her. 

These  words  of  the  kine  of  Persia  great- 
ly embarrassed  king  Saleh.  He  represent- 
ed to  him  how  difhcult  it  was  to  giv&  lu'm 
the  satiufaction  he  desired,  and  that  he  could 
not  well  do  it  without  carrying  him  along 
witli  him ;  whkh  might  be  ex*  dangeroui 
conseuuence,  since  his  presence  was  so  ab- 
solutely necessary  in  his  kingdom.  He  con- 
jured him,  therefore,  to  moderate  his  poa- 
8k)n,  till  such  time  as  he  had  put  things  in- 
to a  train  to  satisfy  him.  assuring  him  he 
would  use  his  utmost  diligence,  and  would 
come  to  acquaint  him  in  a  tew  da3rs.  But 
these  reasons  were  not  sufficient  to  satisfy 
the  king  of  Persia.  Cruel  uncle,  sakl  he, 
1  find  you  do  not  love  me  so  much  as  you 
pretended,  and  that  >'ou  had  rather  see  me 
die  than  grant  the  nrst  request  I  ever  made 
you. 

I  am  ready  to  convince  your  majesty,  re- 
plied king  Saleh,  that  I  would  do  any  thing 
to  ser\'e  you ;  but  as  for  carrying  you  along 
with  me,  I  cannot  do  that  till  1  mtve  spoken 
to  the  queen  your  mother.  What  would 
she  say  of  you  and  me  ?  If  she  consents, 
I  am  read^  to  do  all  you  would  have  me, 
and  Iwiil  join  my  entreaties  to  3rours.  You 
caimot  be  ignorant,  replied  the  king  ol 
Persia,  that  the  queen  my  mother  would 
never  willingly  part  with  me ;  and  there- 
Ibre,  this  excuse  of  yours  does  but  farther 
convince  me  of  your  unkindnev.  U'you 
do  really  k>ve  me,  as  you  would  have  ma 
to  believe  you  do,  you  muia  return  to  your 
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kingdom  immediately,  and  carr>^  me  along 
with  you. 

Kinigr  Saleh,  finding  himself  obliged  to 
yield  to  his  nephew'e  importanity,  drew 
firom  his  finger  a  ring,  on  which  were  en- 
graven the  same  mysterious  names  of  Goil 
Uiat  were  upon  Solomon's  seal,  that  had 
wrought  BO  many  wonders  by  their  virtue. 
Here,  take  this  ring,  said  he,  put  it  upon 
your  finger,  and  fear  neither  the  waters  of 
the  aea,  nor  their  depth.  The  king  of  Per- 
na  took  the  rinfr>  ^^^  when  he  had  put  it 
on  his  finger,  king  Saleh  said  to  hihi,  Do 
as  I  do.  At  the  same  time  tliey  both  mount- 
ed lightly  up  into  the  air,  and  made  towards 
the  sea,  which  was  not  far  distant,  where- 
into  they  plunge<). 

The  sea-king  was  not  long  getting  to  his 
palace,  with  the  king  of  Persia,  whom  he 
immediately  carried  to  the  queen's  apart- 
ment, and  i)reaented  him  to  her.  The  King 
of  Persia  kissed  tiie  queen  his  grandmo- 
ther's hands,  and  she  embraced  Tiim  with 
great  demonstratk>n8  of  joy.  I  do  not  ask 
you  how  you  do,  said  she  to  him ;  I  see  you 
are  very  well,  and  I  am  rejoiced  at  it ;  hut 
I  desire  to  know  how  my  daughter,  your 
mother^  queen  Gulnare,  does  ?  The  king 
ofPersia  took  great  care  not  to  let  her  know 
he  came  away  without  taking  leave  of  her; 
on  the  contrary,  he  told  her  the  queen  his 
mother  was  in  periect  health. and  had  enjoin- 
ed him  to  pay  her  duty  to  ncr.  Then  the 
queen  presented  him  to  the  princesses ;  and 
while  he  was  in  c«»iversation  with  them, 
she  letl  him  and  went  with  king  Saleh  in- 
to a  clof^t^  who  told  her  how  the  king  of 
Pema  had  fallen  in  love  with  the  princess 
Giauhara,  upon  the  bare  relation  of  her 
beauty,  and  contrary  to  his  intention ;  that 
he  had  brought  him  along  with  him.  with- 
out being  able  to  hinder  it ;  and  that  he  was 
going  to  concert  measures  to  procure  the 
princess  for  him  in  marriage. 

Although  king  Saleh  was,  to  do  him  jus- 
tice, perfectly  innocent  of  the  king  of  rci^ 
■ia's  pasBoon,  yet  the  queen  could  liardly 
forgive  his  indiscretion  in  mentioning  the 
princess  Giauhara  betbre  him.  Your  im- 
prudence is  not  to  be  forgiven,  said  she  to 
him :  can  you  think  that  the  king  of  Sa- 
mandal,  whose  character  is  so  wellknown, 
will  have  greater  considenition  for  you, 
than  the  many  kings  he  has  refused  his 
djiu^hter  to,  with  f^uch  evident  contempt  ? 
would  >*ou  have  him  send  you  away  with 
the  same  confusion  ? 

Madam,  n'plied  king  Saleh,  I  have  al- 
ready told  yovi  it  was  contrary  to  my  in- 
tention that  the  king  my  nephew  heard 
what  I  related  of  the  beauty  of  the  prin- 
cess Giauhara  to  tlic  queen  my  sister.  The 
lault  is  committed,  and  we  must  consider 
what  a  violent  passion  he  has  for  this  prin* 
rew,  and  that  he  will  die  with  grief  and 
nfHictbn,  if  we  do  not  ipeediiy  use  every  pns- 
wble  means  to  obtain  her  lor  him.  For  my 
part,  I  shall  omit  nothing  that  can  oontn- 


bute  to  it,  stnee  I  was,  though  innoe^nfly, 
the  cause  of  the  malady ;  iwill  therefbee 
do  all  that  I  can  to  remedy  it.  I  hope,  ma- 
dam, you  will  approve  of  my  resolutmn.  to 
go  myself  and  wait  upon  the  king  of  Sa- 
manaal,  with  a  rich  present  of  precious 
stones,  and  demand  the  princess  his  daugh- 
ter of^him  for  the  king  of  Persia  your 
Sfrandson.  I  have  some  reason  to  (jeucTe 
he  will  not  refuse  me,  but  will  be  pleased 
at  an  alhance  with  one  of  the  greatest  po- 
tentates of  the  earth. 

It  were  to  have  been  wished,  replied  the 
queen,  that  we  had  not  been  under  a  ne- 
cessity of  making  this  demand,  since  the 
success  of  our  attempt  is  not  so  certain  as 
we  could  desire ;  but  since  my  ^randson^ 
peace  and  content  depend  upbb  it,  I  freely 
give  my  consent  to  it.  But,  above  all,  1 
charge  you,  since  yon  well  know  the  hu- 
mour of  the  king  of  Samandal,  that  you 
take  care  to  speak  to  him  with  due  retipeet, 
and  in  a  manner  that  cannot  poasibly  of- 
fend him. 

The  ({ueen  prepared  the  present  hervelC 
comtx)9ingitof  diamonds,  ruoies,  emeralds, 
and  strings  of  pearls ;   all  which  she  put 
into  a  very  neat  and  very  rich  box.    Next 
fnoming  king  Saleli  took  leave  of  her  ma- 
jesty and  the  king  of  Persia,  and  departed 
with  a  chosen  and  small  troop  of  officers, 
and  other  attendants.    He  soon  arrifed  'at 
the  kingdom  and  the  palace  of  the  king  ot 
Samandal,  who  delayed  not  to  give  him  an- 
dience  immediately  uix>n  liis  arrival.    He 
rose  from  his  throne  as  soon  as  he  perceived 
him ;  and  king  Saleh,  forgetting  his  cha- 
racter for  some  moments,  kiK>wing  whom 
he  had  to  deal  with,  prostrated  himsetf*  at 
his  feet,  wishing  him  the  acoomplishmeol 
of  all  his  desires.    Tiie  king  of  Samanc^ 
immediately  stooped  to  take  him  ua  aod 
after  he  had  placed  him  by  him  on  nv  left 
hand,  he  told  him  he  was  welcome,  and 
askeu  him  if  there  was  any  thing  he  could 
do  to  serve  him. 

Sir,  answered  kin^  Saleh,  though  I  shoold 
have  no  other  motive  than  that  of  pajiflf 
my  respects  to  the  most  potent,  nwst  pre- 
dent,  and  most  valiant  prince  in  the  world, 
feeble  would  be  my  expressions  how  much 
I  honour  your  majesty.  Could  you  peoe 
trate  into  m^  inmost  soul,  >'ou  would  be 
cx)nvinced  of  the  great  veneration  I  hftiv 
for  you,  and  the  eurdent  desire  to  testily  my 
attachment  Having  spoke  these  Wonk 
he  took  the  box  of  jeweb  from  one  of  hii 
servants,  and  having  opened  it,  presentnl 
it  to  the  king,  impkmng  him  to  accept  of 't 
for  his  sake. 

Prince,  replied  the  king  of  Samandal, 
you  would  not  make  me  such  a  preffflt 
without  you  had  a  request  proportiooBbleto 
it  to  propose.  If  there  be  any  thing  in  my 
power  you  may  freely  command  it,  and  1 
shall  reel  the  greatest  pleasure  in  emntinff 
it.  Speak,  and  tell  me  frankly  whereiA  1 
can  serve  you. 
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I  muf*t  ovm  ing^einiouidyj  replied  king 
6alch,  I  have  it  boon  to  adk  of  your  majes- 
ty ;  and  I  t'hiill  Uike  care  to  ask  nor  hiiif  hut 
what  ifi  in  your  |w\ver  to^runt.  The  tninsc 
deiK'n<l<  sti  alisolutely  on  youi-pcl!',  that  it 
would  bo  to  nu  purfOM*  to  eusk  it  of  any 
othrr.  I  ask  it  then  with  all  iNMtuble  ear- 
nest ness.  and  I  U?ff  rf  you  nottorefui^'  it 
me.  it'  it  he  po,  replicii  ttie  kin^  ot'  8a- 
niandal,  you  liave  iiotJiing  to  do  but  ac- 
quaint nu*  whar  it  its,  and  you  sliall  set'  al- 
ter \vli:ii  manner  I  cou  oblige  when  it  ia  in 
my  iH)w<»r. 

Sir.  Niiid  kin?  Saleh,  afler  the  confidence 
j'our  niaj«»sty  iisui  been  piea.-i;d  to  cno-our- 
airc  nie  to  put  in  your  cooil-will,  1  will  nut 
djs>onihle  any  ionarer,  tnat  I  cnnic  to  b«'!?ol* 
vou  to  honour  our  house  with  your  alliance 
Dvtiie  niarriai^c  ofyourhoiioumbledaufr li- 
ter the  i)rinrt4>  tCiiiuhara,  and  to  strt*nirth- 
entlie  goo«l  undersUindini;  that  hasfeK>ion;i^ 
sutwi^teii  between  our  two  crownu. 

At  these  words  the  king  of  Samandal 
burst  out  a  laughing;,  iiiiling  back  in  hi^ 
throne  asaiiiKt  a  cu^hion  that  (supported 
him,  amfwith  an  imperious  and  scomfai 
air,  said  to  king  Saleh,  King  Salehj  I  have 
alwayr;  hiiheito  thought  vou  a  prince  of 
^rcat  Hense,  wifduin,  ana  prudence ;  but 
what  you  Kiy  convinces  me  how  much  I 
was  niietaken.  Tell  me,  I  bei«ech  you, 
where  Ar.is  your  wit  or  discretion,  when 
you  ibrmcil  to  vourseh*  bo  gixrat  a  chimera 
as  you  have  but  now  projiosed  to  me? 
Could  you  conceive  a  thought  only  ol' aspir- 
ing in  marriage  to  a  prince^tf,  the  dtuighter 
ofso  great  anil  powerful  a  kinir  ai*  1  am  ? 
You  ouf  ht  to  have  considered  better  be- 
forchaiia  the  great  distance  between  uu> 
and  not  nm  the  rUk  of  l(%iing  in  a  moment 
the  estwm  I  Jilways  had  lor  your  i>erson. 

Kine  Sji'.eli  was  extremely  nettle*  1  at 
this  aifi-ontin?  answer,  and  had  much  ado 
to  restrain  his  resentment;  however,  he 
replied  witli  all  )x»^ible  moderation,  God 
rcwartl  your  maje»iiy  us  you  deserve !  I 
have  the'  honour  to  inlbrm  you,  1  do  not  de- 
mai>d  the  princet«  your  daughter  in  mar- 
ria^re  lor  mv»elf :  had  I  done  so,  your  ma- 
iesi'y  and  the  priiic<«8  ought  to  have  been 
BO  hir  from  bein^  oHended,  that  >*ou  shoukl 
have  thought  it  an  honour  done  to  both 
Your  maje--ty  well  knows  I  am  one  of  the 
kings  of  tJie  «^i  its  well  as  yourself;  that 
the  kings  niy  ancestors  vield  not  in  anti- 

auitv  to  any  other  niyai  Cimilies;  and  that 
iic  Kingilo'm  I  inherit  from  them  is  no  lew 
potent  and  floun:<hing  than  it  has  ever  been. 
If  your  majesty  had  not  hiterruptcd  me. 
you  had  soon  understood  that  the  fiiyour  1 
ask  of  you  was  not  lor  myself,  but  tor  the 
young  king  of  Persia  ray  nephew,  whose 
power  and  grandeur,  no  lew  than  his  pcr- 
nnal  ^ood  qualities,  cannot  be  unknown  to 
you.  rJvery  body  acknowledges  the  prin- 
cess Giauhara  to  be  the  most  beautiful  per- 
wao,  under  heaven :  but  it  is  no  less  true. 


that  the  yoimg  king  of  Persia  my  nephew 
is  tlie  best  made  aiul  nior<t  nccompiu^hed 
prince  on  the  land.  'Ihu<  the  favour  tliat 
IS  at^ked  bfting  likely  to  n'doiaid  both  to  the 
honour  of  your  mujeeity  and  the  princeris 
your  daughter,  you  ought  not  to  doubt  tliat 
your  consent  to  an  alliance  j4>  etpial  will  be 
uiiunimoutfly  approved  in  all  the  kingdoms 
ol"  tlie  sea.  The  i>rinct»Kr»  is  worthy  of  the 
king  of  Pei^ia,  and  tin;  king  of  Persia  in  no 
leRs  wortJiy  of  luT.  No  kinir  or  prince  in 
the  %vir)rld  can  dif:pute  l.cr  with  him. 

The  king  of  Samandal  had  not  let  kin^: 
Salcii  s^  on  so  long  after  i\vn  ratr.  hail  i.ot 
the  rage  he  put  him  in  deprive!  him  of  all 
i)Ower  of  si)erch.  He  wiw  ^ niw  time  lonjrer 
belbre  lie  could  lind  hi»<  toiiL^'ue,  kt)  much 
was  he  trarisportetl  with  passion.  At  leiiL'th 
however,  he  broke  out  into  ontraireouK  und 
injurkm?!  rxprew*k)ns.  unworthy  ol*  a  great 
'■  king.  lX)g  I  crieil  he.  dan^  you  talk  to  me 
I  after  thU  manner,  and  m  nuich  as  mention 
:  my  daughter.-*  name  in  my  presence  ?  Can 
you  think  the  hoi!  of  your  sister  Gulnare 
worthy  to  come  in  conn^ition  with  my 
(laughter?  W  ho  are  vou  7  Who  was  your 
lather  ?  Who  is  your  sif^tiT  ?  And  who  your 
nephew  ?  W'as  not  his  liither  a  dog.  and  a 
son  of  a  dog,  like  you  ?  (Juan Is.  seize  the 
insolent  wretch,  and  cut  off  hi?  head  ! 

The  few  oHicer»«  that  were  about  the  king 
of  Siimandal  weiv  innnedintelv  going  to 
ol)ev  tiis  orders.  w*hen  kiriir  S:i!eh,  who  was 
in  the  Hower  of  his  a:r<*.  nimble  nnd  vigor- 
ous, got  fiom  them,  before  they  cou'ddraw 
their  sabres;  and  havinir  n\n'hed  the  pji- 
1  ace-gate,  he  there  l<)nnd  a  thous:ind  men 
of  his  relations  and  Irieni!*--,  veil  armed  and 
equippt^d,  wlio  were  ju.5t  arrived.  Tlie 
(•ueen  his  moth«»r  havinir  considered  the 
small  number  ol'  attendant.^  he  took  with 
him,  and  more<»ver  lon-HN-ing  tlie  bad  re- 
ception he  wou!<l  pix»bahly  have  from  the 
king  of  Samandal,  had  st»nt  these  tmoi»  to 
protect  and  defend  him  in  case  of  ilanger. 
ordering  them  to  make  ha*^te.  Those*  of 
his  relations  who  were  at  the.  head  of  thb 
troop  had  rcaifon  to  i-ejoice  at  their  season- 
able arrival,  when  they  beheld  him  and  his 
attendants  come  nmmng  in  ^rent  disorder, 
and  pursued.  Sii-e,  cried  his  triends,  the 
moment  he  joined  them,  what  is  the  mat- 
ter 7  "We  are  reaily  to  revenge  you :  you 
need  only  cr»mmand  lu--. 

King  Saleh  relaie«l  Ins  case  to  them  in 
as  few  words  :is  he  could,  and  putting  him- 
self at  the  hciui  of  a  large  tro(»p,  he,  while 
some  seized  on  the  gates^  re-enlei^d  the 
Iialnce  as  belore.  The  lew  officers  and 
ffuanip  who  had  purvned  him.  being  soon 
disi)eraed,  he  re-entered  the  king  of  Sa- 
mandal Vai^irt  meat,  who,  liein^  abandoned 
b>'  his  attendants,  was  soon  seized.  Kin^ 
Saleh  lell  sufficient  guards  to  secure  hn 
person,  and  then  went  Irom  anartment  to 
AKUtment,  to  search  atler  the  princen 
Giauhara.    But  that  princes?,  on  the  fint 
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While  thia  poMod  10  the  paluce  oi  th 
Idnft  of  Samandal,  tho>e  ot'  liing  Saleh'a 
BtMndonta  who  had  Bed  at  the  Srat  meimcM 
of  that  king,  put  the  queen  mother  into  ter- 
rible cooitemBtion,  unon  relating  the  dan- 
ger her  «ui  wuB  in.  King  Beder,  who  w(u 
b/  at  that  time,  vnu  the  more  cuncenieJ, 
in  that  he  looked  upon  himseir  as  the  pna- 
cipai  author  of  all  the  miEchief  ttint  might 
emue:  therefore,  not  caring  to  abide  the 
queen's  prevnce  any  kmger,  he,  while  »lie 
wan  giving  ihe  ordera  neceatiary  at  ttiat 
con]U[icture,  darted  up  from  the  bottom  of 
ttie  aea ;  and,  not  knowing  how  to  find  hia 
way  to  the  kingdom  of  Persia,  he  liappened 
to  light  on  the  s^me  Island  where  the  prin- 
C«w  Giauhora  had  iMveJ  herself. 

The  prince,  not  a  little  disturbed  in  mind, 
went  ami  Mated  hiinaell'under  the  shade  of 
a  large  tree,  BUirounded  with  divert  others. 
Whibt  he  was  endeavouring  to  rec 
himself,  he  heard  somebody  Uilkicig, 
was  l£»  far  off  to  understand  what 
nid.  He  arose,  and  advanced  sottly  to- 
wards the  place  whence  tlie  sound  came. 
where,  among  the  brdriche«,  be  perceived 
■  beauty  thai  dazzleil  him.  DoubclesB, 
said  he,  within  him<«lti  stoijping  and 
■idering  her  with  great  utleiitiou,  thia  i 
be  the  princesH  Qiauhara,  whom  lear  has 
obligHl  to  abandon  her  I'allier's  palace ;  or, 
if  it  M  ihM,  she  no  lees  detiervett  my  hearty 
love.  This  said,  he  came  Ibrward,  and 
discovering  hitnaell]  approached  the  win- 
ceai  with  profound  reverence.  Madam, 
Mid  he,  I  can  oeversuffictently  thank  Hea- 
ven for  the  lavour  it  has  done  me  in  pre- 
•enting  lo  my  eyes  this  day  ao  much  beauty. 
A  greater  bappineas  could  not  have  belatlen 
me,  than  this  oppoKunity  lo  olfer  you  my 
most  humble  servicea.  I  beseech  you,  tbera- 
ftre,  roadam,  lo  accept  them,  it  beiitf  im- 
poHble  that  a  lady  in  this  solitude  ■nould 


True,  my  lord,  replied  OiBnfaum  rar 
sorrowfully  -^  it  is  not  a  little  txtmot^tmif 
for  a  lady  ol  my  quality  to  be  in  this  Mtna^ 
lion.  Iamaprincen,daughlerorihakui( 
of  Samandal,  and  my  name  ■  Giauharo. 
I  was  at  ease  m  my  father^  PBlac&  and  iv 
apartment,  when  all  ofa  sudden  I  heard  a 
dreadful  noise:  ncwi  was  itnm  "  '  ' 
brought  me,  that  king  Saleh,  I  k 
for  what  reason,  had  forced  the 

jzed  the  king  my  lather,  and  n 
_.l  the  guards  that  made  uv  n 
I  had  only  time  U)  save  myself;  and  «scapa 
hither  from  bis  violence. 

At  these  words  of  Ihe  princesa,  kioc  Bedv 
began  to  be  concerned  that  he  had  quitlad 
hia  grandmother  so  hastily,  without  stB/iof 
to  near  from  her  an  ex  planation  of  Ifai 
that  hail  been  brought  her.  ^it  ttt 
m  the  other  hand,  ovajryed  to  ftid 
that  the  king;  hia  uncle  had  rendervd  him- 
self master  oi  the  kittgof  Samandul^par- 
not  doubting  but  he  would  CMlseot  IB 
rive  up  the  princess  for  his  liberty.  Adaca- 
ble  princess,  continued  he,  your  conecni  ■ 
most  just,  but  it  is  easy  to  put  an  end  bolk 
to  that  and  your  lather's  captivity.  Toa 
will  agree  with  me,  when  I  ahall  uQjM 
that  I  am  Dcder  king  of  Peraid,  and  k>« 
Saleh  is  my  uncle :  I  assure  you,  naduh 
he  hud  no  design  to  seize  upon  the  Vtf 
your  lather'i]  dominions  i  his  only  intent  ■ 
to  obtain  of  him  that  I  may  han  thi 
honour  and  happiness  of  being  hjs  M(t» 
law.  I  had  already  given  my  hedrt  10  JOl 
upon  the  bare  rebtion  of  your  beauty  m 
charms:  and  now,  far  from  repentiB(<r 
what  I  have  done,  I  beg  of  ^'ou  to  uoqt 
it,  and  to  be  assured  that  I  will  )ova  yon  m 
lonf  as  I  live.  I  dare  flatter  myaelf  T"a 
willnot  refute  thisfkvour,  but  berewlyB 
acknowledge  (hat  a  king,  that  quitigd  hii 
dominions  purely  on  your  occooni,  dMnt> 
some  ackoDwIedgnient.  Pennit  na,  (fan. 
beauteous  princen,  lo  have  tba  bamro 
go  and  preaent  you  id  the  kior  my  ora; 
and  the  king  your  Bubcr  rfiul  no  «cnr 
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nave  conHented  to  our  marriage,  but  kinir 
Siilch  will  leave  him  Bovereigu  ot*  hm  do- 
mi  nioi  it  as  Ixfibre. 

Thin  et'laration  ofking^  Beder  didiiot  pro- 
duce the  etlixt  he  expected.  It  w  true;  the 
pi'iiiccoM  (10  sooner  saw  liim,  than  liis  iwrsoii 
and  air,  and  the  £ood  grace  where witli  he 
accosted  lier,  led  tier  to  look  on  him  as  one 
who  would  not  have  been  disagreeable  to 
her ;  hut  when  she  heard  I'rom  his  own 
mouth  iliat  he  had  been  the  occask>n  of  the 
ill  treatment  her  lather  had  suHered,  of  the 
griet'  and  fright  slie  had  endured,  and  es- 
pecuilly  tlie  necessity  she  was  reduced  to 
of  flying  her  country ;  she  looked  upon  him 
as  an  enemy  with  whom  she  ousrht  to  have 
no  manner  of  converse.  Whatever  incli- 
nation she  might  have  to  consent  to  tliis 
marriai^e,  which  he  desircil,  she  determin- 
ed never  to  yield  to  it,  in  consideration  that 
one  ot'  the  retuons  that  her  lather  might 
have  hiid  against  tliis  miitch  miffht  be,  tiuU 
kin<^  Beder  was  son  ol*  a  king  of  the  eartli ; 
ana  tlieretbre  site  resolved  to  submit  entire- 
ly to  his  will  in  that  i>articular. 

She  would  not,  liowever,  let  king  Beder 
know  her  resentment,  and  only  souzht  an 
occaMon  to  deliver  herself  dexterously  out 
of  his  hands;  and  seeming  in  the  mean 
time  to  have  a  great  kindness  for  him :  Are 
you  then,  sir,  said  she,  with  all  ixtssible  ci- 
vility, son  of  ttie  (|ueen  Gulnarc,  m)  fumnue 
for  her  wit  and  Iniauty  1  I  am  glad  of  it, 
and  rejoice  tlmt  you  are  the  sun  of  so  ¥ror- 
thy  a  mother.  1  he  king  my  lather  wtut 
much  in  the  wi-on:^  so  strongly  to  upiKx^e 
our  union :  lie  could  not  luiv'e  ticen  you,  bnl 
he  must  have  cot u^Mitcd  to  n^nke  uslM)th  ha|>- 
py.  Sayii  ig  m),  siie  rcsiche:l  Ibi'tli  her  hand 
to  him  iitf  a  lokeit  of  friendKliip. 

King  BediT.  believing;  hini^lf  anivetl  at 
the  very  pinnar.le  of  hap))iness,  held  Ibrth 
his  hand  ami  t;ikiiig  tliat  of  the  princess, 


quit  thcLt  form  of  a  nmn.  and  take  tiiat  of  a 
white  bird.w^ith  a  red  bill  and  teet'    Upon 


her  pronouncin!^  tlu'^e  word?,  king  Deder^ 
WB3  inmiediatcly  changed  into  a  bird  of 
that  sort,  to  his  t^rt^at  surprise  and  mortifi- 
eatkm.  Take  hi'm.  Kiitl  she,  to  one  of  lier 
women,  and  carry  him  to  tlie  Dr>;  Island. 
Tliis  island  w«is  only  one  frightful  rock, 
where  tiierc  was  not  a  drop  ot  water  to  be 
bad. 

The  wiiiting-womiui  took  the  bird,  and 
in  executing'  her  princesti's  orders,  had  com- 
pRSbioii  on  king  ueders  destiny.  It  wouk) 
Be  great  pity,  i»aid  she  to  hereelf,  to  let  a 
prince,  so  worthy  to  live,  die  of  hunger  and 
thirst.  The  pnncedt,  so  good  and  gentle, 
will,  it  mayU:,  repent  of  this  cruel  order 
when  she  comes  to  liereclf:  it  were  better 
that  I  carried  him  to  a  ulace  where  he  may 
die  a  natural  deiith.  ^  She  accordingly  car- 
ried him  to  a  well-froquented  island,  and 
Idl  him  in  a  charming  pUiin,  planted  with 


all  sorts  of  fruit-trees,  and  watered  by  di  • 
vers  rivulets. 

Let  us  return  to  kinsr  SSaleh.  Af\er  he 
had  »>ught  a  good  while  lor  the  princess 
Giauhani,  and  ordoreil  others  to  seek  Iim* 
her  to  no  puriKwe,  he  cau-sed  the  kinj^  d 
Samandal  to  oc  Hhut  up  in  his  own  iialacc, 
under  a  strong  guard  ;  and  having  eiviM 
the  necessarv  ori.ers  lor  governing  tiic  king* 
dom  in  his  abi^nce,  he  returned  to  give  the 
queen  his  mother  an  account  of  what  lie 
had  done.  Thefirnt  thinL'' he  njiked  upoo 
his  arrival  was.  Where  the  kir.g  his  ne* 
phew  was  ?  and  he  leame.l  with  gre^tf  sur* 
nrise  and  vexation  that  he  had  disappeaied. 
News  being  brought  me,  Kiiid  tlic  queen,  ol 
the  dano;er  you  wiis  in  at  the  palace  of  the 
king  ot  sainandal.  whilst  I  was  giving  or* 
deni  to  send  >*ou  other  titx>)ts  to  avenge  you, 
he  disapi>eared.  He  mui4  have  been  fright* 
ened  at  hearing  of  your  bein^i^  in  so  great 
danger,  and  did  not  tliink  himseli*  in  suffi* 
cient  security  with  us. 

This  news  exceedingl>^  afflicted  king  Sa« 
leh,  who  now  repented  of  his  being  so  easily 
wrought  upon  by  king  De<lcr  as  to  carrr 
him  away  with  him  without  his  mother^ 
consent  He  sent  every  wheie  af\er  him. 
but  whatever  diligence  was  useil,  he  could 
hear  no  tkiinjp*  of  him ;  luid  instead  of  the 
joy  he  conceived  at  having  carried  on  so 
(fir  the  marriage,  which  he  iookeil  upon  as 
his  own  work,  i  litu  griff  jor  this  accident  was 
more  mortilyinf*.  Wiiilst  \w.  was  under 
thitf  s>ui:|H^nric  abtnit  hif  nephew,  he  letl  his 
kinplom  under  the  administration  of  his 
motlier,  and  went  to  govern  tiiat  of  the 
king  ot'  Samandnl,  whcim  he  continued  to 
keep  with  great  yi^ri  lance,  though  with  all 
due  respect  to  liiMchamcter. 

The  Kiune  day  that  king  Saleh  returned 
to  tlie  kingdom  of  8:imaiidal,  fj^ueen  Gul* 
ivire,  mother  to  king  Beder,  arrived  at  the 
court  of  the  queen  her  mother.  The  prin* 
cess  wiui  not  at  alt  surprit«d  to  find  her  son 
did  not  return  the  mme  day  he  set  out :  it 
being  not  uncommon  tor  him  to  go  lartner 
than  he  pioimseJ  in  the  heat  of  tne  chnne ; 
but  when  she  saw  he  neither  returned  the 
next  dav,  nor  the  day  after,  she  began  to  be 
alanned,  as  may  easily  be  imagined  from 
lier  aticction  tor  liiln.  Tlus  alarm  was 
augmented,  when  the  officers,  wlio  hadao* 
com|»anied  the  king,  and  were  obliged  to 
return  atler  they  hail  tor  a  long  time 
sought  HI  vain  both  tor  him  and  his  uncle, 
came  ami  told  her  majesty  the)'  must  ol 
necesnity  have  come  tusome  harm, or  must 
be  togetlier  in  Fumu  place  whk^i  tiiey  could 
not  guess,  since,  wniuever  diligence  tlie> 
liad  used,  they  could  liear  no  tilings  of  them. 
Tlieir  horses  inde(*d  tliey  Imd  found,  but  as 
tor  tlieir  ijersoiis,  they  knew  not  where  to 
look  for  them.  The  queen,  hearing  this, 
had  resolved  to  dissemble  and  conceal  her 
afflictkm,  bidding  the  officers  to  search  once 
more  with  their  utmost  diligence;  but  m 
the  mean  time,  saying  nothinff  toany  bodr, 
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■he  plunged  into  the  sea,  to  tatisfy  henelf  i 
as  to  the  suspicion  sh^  had  that  king  Saleti  | 
must  have  carried  away  his  nephew  along 
with  him. 

This  great  queen  would  have  been  more 
affectionately  received  by  the  queen  her 
mother,  had  she  not,  upon  first  sight  of 
her,  guessed  the  occasion  of  her  coming. 
Dau^ter,  said  she,  I  plainly  perceive  you 
are  not  come  hither  to  visit  me ;  you  come 
to  inquire  ailer  the  king  your  son ;  and  the 
only  news  I  can  tell  you  will  augment  both 
your  grief  and  mine.  I  no  sooner  saw  him 
arriyp  in  our  territories,  but  I  rejoiced ;  yet, 
when  I  came  to  understand  he  had  come 
awa/  without  your  knowledge,  I  began  to 
per^ipate  with  you  in  the  concern  vou 
must  needs  suffer.  Then  she  related  to 
her  with  what  zeal  king  SaJeh  went  to 
demand  the  princess  Giauhara  in  marriage 
lor  kins  Beaier,  and  what  happened  upon 
it,  till  ner  son  disappeared,  i  have  sent 
,  ddigently  ailer  him,  added  she,  and  the 
Icing  my  son,  who  is  but  just  gone  to  go- 
vern the  kingdom  of  Sanumdal,  has  done 
all  that  lay  m  his  power.  All  our  endea- 
vours have  hitherto  proved  unsuccessful, 
but  we  must  hope  nevertheless  to  see  him 
again,  perhaos  when  we  least  expect  iL 

Queen  Guinare  was  not  satisfied  with 
this  hope:  she  looked  upon  the  king  her 
dear  son  as  lost  and  she  lamented  him  bit- 
teriy,  laving  all  the  blame  upon  the  king 
his  uncle.  The  queen  her  mother  made 
her  consider  the  necessity  of  her  not  yield- 
ing too  much  to  her  grief.  The  king  your 
brother,  said  she,  ou^ht  not,  it  is  true,  to 
have  talked  to  you  so  meonsiderately  about 
that  marriage,  nor  ever  have  consented  to 
carry  away  the  king  my  grandson,  with- 
out acquainting  you  oefbre ;  yet  since  it  is 
not  certain  that  the  king  of  Persia  is  abso- 
lutely lost,  you  ouffht  to  neglect  nothing  to 
preserve  his  kingdom  for  lum :  lose,  then, 
no  more  time,  but  return  to  your  capital : 
your  presence  there  will  be  necessary,  ana 
It  will  not  be  hard  for  you  to  preserve  the 
public  peace,  by  causing  it  to  be  published 
that  the  king  of  Persia  was  gone  to  visit 
hisgrandmother. 

This  was  sufficient  to  oblige  queen  Gui- 
nare to  vield  to  it.  She  took  leave  of  the 
queen  her  mother,  and  got  back  to  the 

Elace  of  the  capital  of  Persia  before  she 
d  been  missed.  She  despatched  imme- 
diately persons  to  recall  the  officers  she  had 
tent  alter  the  king,  and  to  tell  them  she 
knew  where  his  majesty  was,  and  that  they 
•bould  soon  see  him  again.  She  also  caus- 
ed the  same  report  to  be  spread  throughout 
the  city ;  and  governed,  in  concert  with  the 
prime  minister  and  council,  with  the  same 
cmnquiility  as  il  the  kine  had  been  present 
To  return  to  king  Beder,  whom  the  prin- 
MBB  Giauhara*8  waiting-woman  had  taken 
and  lelt  in  the  island  oefore  mentioned: 
that  monarch  was  not  a  little  surprised 
wbeii  Ok  kfoad  himtelf  alone,  and  under 


the  form  of  a  bird.  He  esteemed  himadf 
yet  more  unhappy,  in  that  he  knew  not 
wliere  he  was,  nor  in  what  part  of  the 
world  the  kingdom  o\'  Persia  lay.  But  if 
he  tiad  known,  and  sufficiently  knew  the 
force  of  his  wings,  to  hazard  the  traversing 
so  extensive  watery  regions,  and  had  reacli- 
it, what  could  he  have  gained,  but  themor- 
tifk^tkm  to  continue  still  in  the  same  01 
plight,  not  to  be  accounted  so  much  as  a 
man,  in  lieu  of  being  acknowledged  fyr 
king  of  Persia.  He  was  forced  to  remain 
where  he  was,  and  live  upon  such  food  as 
birds  of  his  kind  were  wont  to  have,  and 
to  pass  the  night  on  a  tree. 

A  few  days  afler,  a  peasant  that  was 
skilled  in  taking  birds  with  nets  chanced  to 
come  to  the  place  where  he  was;  whoi 

Ken^eiving  so  fine  a  bird,  the  like  of  which 
e  had  never  seen,  though  he  had  followed 
that  sport  for  a  long  while,  he  be^an  greatly 
to  rejoKe.  He  employed  aU  hn  art  to  be- 
come master  of  him ;  and  at  length  mie- 
ceeded  and  took  him.  Ovenoyid  at  m 
great  a  prize,  which  he  looked  upon  to  be 
m  more  worth  than  all  the  other  birds  he 
conunonly  took,  by  reason  of  its  being  m 
great  a  rarity,  he  shut  it  up  in  a  cage,  and 
carried  it  to  the  city.  As  soon  as  fie  warn 
come  into  the  market,  a  citizen  stent  him, 
and  asked  him  how  much  he  would  have 
for  that  bird. 

Instead  of  answering,  the  peagant  dt 
manded  of  the  citizen,  what  he  would  do 
with  him  in  case  he  should  buy  him? 
What  wouldst  thou  have  rae  to  do  with 
him,  answered  the  citizen,  but  roast  and  eat 
him?     If  that  be  the  case,  replied  the 
peasant,  I  suppose  you  would  think  roe 
very  well  paid,  if  you  should  give  me  the 
smallest  piece  oV  silver  for  him.    I  set  a 
much  higher  value  upon  him,  and  yoo 
should  not  have  him  lor  a  piece  of  |^. 
Although  I  am  advanced  in  years,  i  never 
saw  such  a  bird  in  my  lite.    I  intend  to 
make  a  present  of  him  to  the  king ;  he  wifl 
know  the  value  of  him  better  than  vou. 

Without  staying  any  lonffer  in  the  IM^ 
ket.  the  peasant  went  airect^'  to  the  pabee, 
and  placed  himself  exactly  before  the  kin^^ 
apartment  His  majesty  being  at  a  window 
where  he  could  see  all  that  passed  in  the 
court,  no  sooner  cast  his  eyes  on  tliis  beao- 
tiful  oird,  than  he  sent  an  officer  of  hii 
eunuchs  to  buy  it  for  him.    The  officer  go- 
ing to  the  peasant,  demanded  of  him  bov 
much  he  would  have  for  that  bird  ?   If  it 
is  for  his  majesty,  answered  the  peasant,  I 
humbly  beg  o(  nim  to  accept  it  of*  me  as  a 
preseniL  and  I  desire  you  to  carr>'  it  to  him. 
The  officer  took  the  bird  to  the  king,  who 
found  it  80  Jgreai  a  rarity,  that  he  ordeied 
the  same  ofncer  to  take  ten  pieces  of  fokl, 
and  carry  them  to  the  peasant,  who  de- 
parted very  well  satisfied.    The  kinj^  or- 
dered the  oird  to  be  put  into  a  magniticeoi 
cage,  and  gave  it  com  and  vraler  in  lich 
vessels. 
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Hii  iiMijeat7  Mng  then  ready  to  mount 

00  horeeback  to  go  a  hunting,  had  not  time 
to  consider  the  bin),  therefore  haii  it  brousrht 
to  him  as  soon  as  he  came  back.  The 
officer  brought  the  cage,  and  the  king,  that 
he  might  tlie  better  view  the  bird^  took  it 
out  himself,  and  perched  it  u|X)n  his  hand. 
Looking  earnestly  upon  it,  he  demanded  of 
the  officer,  if  he  naa  teen  it  eat  Sir,  re- 
plied the  officer,  your  majesty  may  observe 
the  vessel  with  his  Ibod  is  still  full,  and  I 
have  not  observed  that  he  has  touched  any 
of  it.  Then  the  king  ordered  him  meat  of 
divers  nrts,  that  he  might  take  what  he 
like'!  best 

The  table  being  spread,  and  dinner 
served  up  just  as  the  ksn*?  had  given  these 
onlers,  as  soon  as  the  pluteis  were  placed, 
the  bini  chipping  his  wingx,  leaped  oH'  the 
king's  hand,  flew  xiyton  the  table,  where  he 
began  to  peck  the  bread  and  victuals, 
Bometimes  on  one  plate,  and  sometimes  on 
another.  The  king  was  so  surprised,  tliat 
he  immediately  sent  the  officer  ol*  the  eu- 
nuchs to  desire  the  queen  to  come  and  see 
this  wonder.  The  officer  related  it  to  her 
majesty,  and  she  came  tbrtliwith :  but  slie 
no  sooner  siiw  the  bird,  than  she  covered 
her  tiice  with  her  veil,  and  would  have  re- 
tired. The  king,  surprised  at  her  proceed- 
ing, as  there  were  none  present  in  the 
chamber  but  the  eunuchs  and  the  women 
that  tbllowed  her,  asked  the  reason  of  it 

Sir,  answered  the  queen,  your  majesty 
will  no  longer  be  sun^rised,  when  you  un- 
derRtand  this  bird  is  not,  as  you  take  it,  a 
bird,  but  a  man.  Madam,  said  the  king, 
more  astonished  tlian  belore,  you  mean  to 
banter  me:  but  you  shall  never  persuade 
me  that  a  bird  can  be  a  man.  Sir,  replied 
the  queen,  far  be  it  from  me  to  banter  your 
majesty ;  nothing  is  more  certain  than  wliat 

1  have  had  the  nonour  to  teli  you.  I  can 
assure  your  majesty,  it  is  the  king  oi*  Persia, 
named  Beder,  son  of  the  celebrated  Oul- 
nare,  princess  of  one  of  Uie  largest  kingdoms 
of  the  sea,  nephew  of  Saleh,  kins  of  that 
kingdom,  and  grandson  of  aueen  tarasche, 
mother  of  Gumare  and  Salch :  and  it  was 
the  princess  Giauhani,  daughter  of  the 
king  of  Samandal,  who  t  hus  metamorphosed 
him  into  a  bird.  That  the  king  might  no 
k»ger  doubt  of  what  she  affirmed,  she  told 
him  the  whole  story,  how  and  tor  what 
reason  the  princen  Giauhara  had  thus 
revenged  herself  tor  the  ill  treatment  which 
king  Saleh  had  uKd  towards  the  king  of 
Samandal  her  father. 

The  kin^  had  the  less  difficulty  to  believe 
this  asBertJon  of  the  queen,  in  that  he  knew 
ner  to  be  a  skilful  magician,  one  of  the 
greatest  in  the  world.  And  as  she  knew 
every  thing  which  passed  in  it,  he  was 
always  by  her  means  timely  inlbnned  of  the 
designs  of  the  kings  his  neighbours  againt 
him,  and  prevented  them.  His  nu^jeity 
tiad  compasskm  on  the  king  of  Penia,  and 
earnestly  bemight  hit  queen  to  break  the 


enchantment,  that  he  might  return  to  hii 
own  tbrm. 

The  queen  consented  to  it  with  great 
willingness.  Sir,  said  she  to  the  kin£,  be 
pleased  to  take  tlie  bird  into  your  cToseti 
and  I  will  show  you  a  king  worUir  of  the 
considenitbn  you  have  (or  him.  The  bird, 
which  had  ceased  eating,  and  attended  to 
what  the  king  and  queen  said,  would  not 

five  his  majesty  the  trouble  to  take  him 
ut  hopped  into  the  closet  betbre  him ;  anc 
the  queen  came  in  eoon  after,  with  a  vesee 
full  of  water  in  her  hand.    She  |)ronouncec 
over  the  vessel  some  wonls  unknown  to  the 
king,  till  the  water  began  to  boil ;  when  she 
took  some  of  it  in  her  hand,  and  sprinkling 
a  little  upon  the  bird,  said,  *  By  virtue  ol 
thei>e  holy  and  mysterious  wonls  I  have  just 
pronounced,  and  m  the  name  of  the  Creator 
of  heaven  and  earth,  who  raii>es  the  dead, 
and  sup|x>rtEt  the  universe,  quit  that  torm 
of  a  bird,  and  re-at«ume  that  which  tliou 
hast  received  from  thy  Creator.' 

The  words  were  scarce  out  of  the  queen^ 
mouth,  but,  instead  of  a  bird,  the  king  saw 
a  young  prince  of  good  sha|)e,  air,  and  mien. 
King  Beder  immediately  Icll  upon  his  kneea 
and  thankeu  God  for  the  liivour  that  haa 
been  bestowed  upon  him.  Then  he  took 
the  king's  hand,  who  helped  him  up,  and 
kissed  it  in  token  of  gratituile ;  but  the  king 
embraced  him  with  great  joy,  and  testified 
to  him  the  satislaction  he  had  to  see  him. 
He  would  then  have  made  his  acknowledg- 
ments to  the  queen,  but  she  was  already 
retired  to  her  ai)artment  The  king  made 
him  sit  at  the  table  with  him,  and  after 
dinner  was  over,  he  prayed  him  to  relate 
to  him  how  the  princess  Giauhara  could 
have  the  inhumanity  to  transform  into  a 
bird  so  amiable  a  prince  as  he  was ;  and 
the  king  of  Persia  immediately  satisfied 
him.  When  he  had  done,  the  kin^,  pro- 
voked at  the  nroceeding  of  tlie  pnnceti, 
couki  not  help  ulamtng  her.  It  was  com- 
mendable, said  he,  in  the  princessof  Saman- 
dal not  to  be  insensible  of  the  king  her 
father's  ill  treatment;  but  to  carry  her 
vengeance  so  tiir,  and  especially  against  a 
prince  who  was  not  culpable,  was  what 
she  could  never  be  able  to  justify  herself 
for.  But  let  us  have  done  with  this  die- 
coune,  and  tell  me,  I  beseech  you,  in  what 
I  can  farther  serve  you. 

Sir,  answered  king  Beder,  my  obligation 
to  your  maiesty  is  io  great,  that  I  o^Sfiii  to 
remain  with  you  all  my  life  to  tettiiy  my 
gratitude ;  but  since  your  majesty  sets  no 
Umits  to  youT  ^nerosity,  I  entreat  you  to 
grant  me  one  ot  your  shi])s  to  transport  me 
to  Persia;  where  I  fear  my  absence,  which 
has  been  but  too  long,  mav  have  occaaioned 
some  disorder,  and  that  the  queen  my  mo- 
ther, from  whom  I  concealed  my  departure, 
may  be  dead  of  grief,  onder  the  unceitainty 
whether  I  am  alive  or  dead. 

The  king  granted  what  he  desired  with 
the  best  grace  imegmahle,  end  immed»to<y 
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fav«  orden  for  equippinir  one  of  hin  laii^est 
mivBt  and  the  best  Riiler  in  his  numerous 
fleet.  The  ship  was  soon  fumishe  1  witJi 
mil  its  complement  of  men,  provisions,  and 
ammunition :  and  as  soon  as  the  wind  be- 
came fair,  Kin^  Beder  embarked,  afler 
liavin«r  taken  leave  of  the  king,  and 
thanked  him  for  all  his  favours. 

The  ship  sailed  before  thenvind  for  ten 
days  together,  which  made  it  advance  con- 
■fferabiy  without  interruption :  the  eleventh 
day  the  wind  changed,  and  becoming  very 
violent,  there  Ibllowed  a  furious  tempest 
The  ship  was  not  only  driven  out  of  its 
coarse,  but  so  violently  tossed,  that  all  its 
masts  were  brought  by  the  board;  and 
driving  ak>ng  at  the  pleasure  of  the  wind,  it 
at  length  struck  against  a  rock  and  bulged. 

The  greatest  part  of  the  people  were 
instantly  drowned.  Some  few  were  saved 
b^  swimming,  and  others  by  getting  on 
pieces  of  the  wreck.  King  Beder  was 
among  the  latter,  when  alter  having  been 
tossed  about  for  some  time  by  the  waves 
and  currents,  under  great  uncertainty  of  his 
iiEUe,he  at  length  perceived  himself  near  the 
shore,  and  not  nu*  from  a  ciiy  that  seemed 
large.  He  exerted  his  remaining  strength 
to  reach  the  land,  and  was  at  length  so 
fortunate  to  come  so  near  as  to  be  able  to 
touch  the  ground  with  his  feet  He  im- 
mediately abandoned  his  piece  of  wood, 
whKh  had  been  of  so  great  service  to  him ; 
but  when  he  came  pretty  near  the  shore, 
he  was  greatly  surprised  to  see  horses, 
camels,  mules,  asses,  oxen,  cows,  bulls,  ana 
other  animals  crowding  to  the  shore,  and 

Eutting  themselves  in  a  posture  to  oppose 
is  landing.  He  had  the  utmost  dimculty 
to  conquer  their  obstinacy  and  force  his 
way ;  but  at  length  he  succeeded,  and  shel- 
tered himself  among  the  rocks  till  he  had 
recovered  his  breath,  and  dried  his  clothes 
in  the  sun. 

When  the  prince  advanced  to  enter  the 
city,  he  met  with  the  same  oppositkm  from 
these  animals,  who  seemeti  to  intend  to 
make  him  fb*^ego  his  design,  and  give  him 
to  understand  it  was  dangerous  to  proceed. 
King  Beder,  however,  gpt  into  the  city 
•oon  alter,  and  saw  many  lair  and  spacious 
streets,  but  was  surprised  to  find  no  man 
there.  This  made  him  think  it  was  not 
without  cause  that  so  many  animals  had 
opposed  his  passage.  Going  forward,  never- 
theless, he  oh^ei-ved  divers  shops  open; 
which  gave  him  reason  to  believe  the  place 
was  not  so  dei^titiite  of  inhabitants  as  he 
imagined.  He  approached  one  of  these 
•hops,  where  sevei-al  sorts  of  fruits  were 
exposed  to  sale,  and  saluted  very  courteous 
ly  an  old  man  that  was  sitting  there. 

The  old  man,  who  wjia  busy  about  some- 
thing, lilted  up  his  head,  and  seeing  a  ^^'outh 
who  liad  an  appearance  of  grandeur  in  his 
air,  started,  and  aske«l  him  whence  he 
came,  and  what  buiuness  had  brought  him 
Chtfa.    King  Beder  satisfied  htm  m  a  few 


wordf) ;  and  the  old  man  further  ashed  him 
if  he  had  met  any  body  on  the  road.  Yoa 
are  the  first  person  I  have  seen,  answered 
the  king ;  and  i  ciinnot  comprehend  how 
so  fine  anil  larsre  a  city  comes  to  be  without 
inhabitants.  Come  in,  sir;  stay  nokmger 
upon  the  threshold,  replied  the  old  man,  or 
perad  venture  some  misfortune  majhapma 
to  you.  I  will  satisfy  your  curiosity  at  lei* 
sure,  and  give  you  a  reason  why  it  is  neeee- 
sary  you  ^ould  ta*ie  this  precaution. 

Ring  Beder  would  not  be  bki  twice:  ha 
entere<l  the  shop,  and  sat  down  hj[  the  old 
man.  The  latter,  who  had  learnt  from  him 
an  account  of  hw  misibrtunes,  knew  he 
muitt  want  nourii^hment,  themfbre  imme- 
diately presented  him  what  was  necessary 
to  recover  his  strength ;  and  although  king 
Beder  was  very  earnest  to  know  why  he 
had  taken  the  precaution  to  make  him 
enter  the  shop,  he  would  neverthelos  not 
be  prevailed  upon  to  tell  him  any  thin^  tiU 
he  had  done  eating,  for  fear  the  sad  things 
he  had  to  relate  mi^ht  balk  his  appetite^ 
In  a  word,  when  he  found  he  eat  no  longer, 
he  said  to  him.  You  have  great  reason  te 
thank  God  you  got  hither  without  any  ill 
accident.  Alas !  why  ?  replied  king  Beder, 
very  much  surprised  and  alarmed. 

Because,  answered  he,  this  city  is  caOed 
the  City  of  EnchantmenU,  and  gcifeined 
not  by  a  king  but  a  queen ;  who  is  not  only 
one  of  the  finest  of  her  sex,  but  likewise  a 
notorious  and  dangerous  sorceren.     Yoa 
will  be  convinced  of  tliis,  added  lie,  when 
you  know  that  these  horse.^,  muiec,  and 
other  animals  that  you  have  seen,  are  so 
many  men,  like  you  and  me,  whom  she  has 
transformed  by  her  diabolical  art    And 
when  young  men  like  ytni  enter  the  city, 
she  has  i)er9ons  planted  to  stop  and  briof 
them,  either  by  fair  means  or  hirce,  beixt 
her.    She  receives  them  in  the  most  oUig^- 
ing  manner;  slie  carentes  them,  rp^afei 
them,  and  lodges  them  ma^i^ificently,  and 
gives  them  so  many  reasons  to  believe  that 
she  loves  them,  that  she  never  fails  of  fuc 
cci^    But  she  does  not  ^ulfer  them  lon^  to 
enjoy  this  happiness.    There  is  not  one  ol' 
them  but  she  has  transformed  into  some 
animal  or  bird  at  the  end  of  forty  dari. 
You  told  me  all  these  animals  presented 
themselves  to  oppose   vour  landins,  sod 
hinder  your  entering  the  city.    Thiswai 
the  onlv  way  they  could  make  yon  com- 
prehend the  danger  you  were  goini^  to  ex- 
pose youi'self  to,  and  they  did  all  in  their 
power  to  dive.'t  you. 

This  account  exceedingly  affiicted  tbs 
yoiKig  king  of  Persia.  Alas  !  cried  he,  tn 
whatextiemities  has  my  ill  fortune  redueed 
me !  i  am  hardly  freed  from  one  enriiAOt- 
ment,  which  I  l<x>k  back  upon  with  liorror. 
but  I  find  myself  exposed  to  another  mnch 
more  terrible.  This  gave  him  occasDo  to 
relate  his  story  to  the  old  man  more  al 
length,  and  to  acquaint  him  oti^  his  boih. 
quality,  his  pa«ion  for  the  princess  of  8a- 
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mandal,  and  her  cnieity  in  chanffinja:  him 
into  a  bird  the  very  moment  he  haid  seen 
her  and  declared  hn  love  to  her. 

When  the  prince  came  to  speak  of  hi? 
food  Ibrtune  in  finding  a  queen  who  broke 
the  enchantment,  the  old  man.  to  encourage 
him,  said,  Notwithstanding  all  I  have  told 
you  of  the  magic  queen  be  true,  that  ought 
not  to  eive  you  the  least  disquiet,  since  I  am 
generally  beloved  throughout  the  city,  and 
am  not  unknown  to  the  queen  herself,  who 
has  much  respect  for  me ;  therefore  it  was 
your  peculiar  happines  led  you  to  address 
jTOurself  to  me  rather  than  elsewhere.  You 
are  secure  in  my  house,  where  I  advise  you 
to  continue,  if  you  think  fit ;  and  proviilcd 
you  do  not  stray  from  hence,  1  dare  assure 
you,  you  will  nave  no  ju^t  caase  to  com- 
plain of  my  insinccrit3r ;  so  that  you  are 
under  no  sort  of  constraint  whatsoever. 

King  Deder  thanked  the  old  man  for  his 
kind  reception,  and  the  protection  he  was 
pleaseil  so  rculily  to  afiord  him.  He  sat 
dmvn  at  the  entrance  of  the  shop ,  where 
he  no  sooner  appearcil,  but  his  youth  and 
ffood  person  drew  the  eyes  of  all  that  passed 
Uiatway.  Many  stopped  and  complimented 
the  old  man  on  his  having  acquired  so  fine 
a  slave,  as  tliey  imagined  the  king  to  he ; 
and  they  were  the  more  surprised,  as  they 
oould  not  comprehend  how  so  beautiful  a 
youth  could  escape  the  cpiecn's  knowledge. 
Believe  not,  said  the  old  man,  this  is  a 
iiave;  3rou  all  know  that  I  am  not  rich 
enough,  nor  of  rank  to  have  one  ot'  this 
conseciuence.  He  is  my  nephew,  son  of  a 
brother  of  mine  that  Is  dead  ;  and  as  I  had 
no  children  of  my  own.  I  sent  tor  him  to 
keep  me  compiiny.  They  congratulated 
his  good  fcMtune  in  having  so  fine  a  young 
man  tor  his  relation;  but  could  not  help 
tellin?  him  they  leared  the  queen  would 
take  him  from  him.  You  know  her  well, 
nid  tliey  to  him,  and  vou  cannot  be  ignorant 
of  the  danger  to  wnich  you  are  exposed, 
al\er  all  the  examples  you  have  seen. 
How  grieved  would  you  be.  if  she  should 
serve  Tiim  as  she  lias  done  so  many  others 
that  we  know  of! 

I  am  obHged  to  you,  replied  the  old  man, 
for  your  OTOtl-will  towards  me,  and  I  hear- 
tily thank  you  for  the  care  you  seem  to  tJike 
of^my  intore.st ;  but  I  shall  never  enterta-n 
the  least  thousrht  tiiat  the  queen  will  do  me 
any  injury,  after  all  the  kindne:^  she  has 

KrofeR^ted  for  me.  In  case  xhe  hap|N*ns  to 
ear  of  tliis  younir  man,  and  sfieaks  to  me 
about  him,  I  doubt  not  she  will  ce:uie  to 
think  of  him,  as  soon  as  the  comes  to  know 
lie  is  my  nephew. 

Tlie  old  man  was  excee^lingly  erlnd  to 
hear  the  commendations  they  bi^stowed  on 
the  youn<?  kin«;  of  Pcniiii.  He  was  as  much 
atiecteil  with  them  sis  if  he  had  been  his 
own  son ;  and  he  conceived  such  a  kindness 
for  liim,  as  augmented  every  dav  during 
the  stay  he  made  with  him.  They  had 
lived  about  a  month  together,  when  kinff 

2C 


Beder  sitting  at  the  shop  door,  af>er  hk 
ordinary  m.'umer,  queen  Labe  (so  wjls  thii 
ma^ic  queen  named)  happened  to  come  by 
witli  great  pomp.  The  young  king  no 
sooner  perceived  the  guards  coming  Mfbra 
her,  but  he  arose,  and  going  into  the  shop* 
asked  the  old  man  what  aJl  that  show 
meant  The  queen  is  coming  by,  answM^ 
ed  he  ;  but  stand  still,  and  fear  nothing. 

The  queen's  guards,  clothed  in  purple 
uniform,  and  well  armed  and  mounted, 
marched  in  four  files,  with  their  sabret 
drawn,  to  the  number  of  a  thousand,  and 
everv  one  of  their  officers,  as  they  passed 
by  the  shop  siiluted  tiio  old  man :  then 
followed  a  like  number  of  eunuchs,  habited 
in  hrocAdc<l  silk,  and  better  mounted,  wliose 
officers  did  the  old  man  the  like  honours. 
Next  cameras  many  young  ladies  on  foot, 
equally  beautiful,  richlv  dressed,  and  setotf 
with  precious  stones.  They  marched  gmve- 
Iv,  with  half  pikes  in  their  hands ;  and  in 
the  midst  of  them  appeared  queen  Labe, 
on  a  horse  glittering  with  diamonds,  with  a 
golden  sadTlte.  and  a  housing  of  inestima- 
ble value.  All  the  yoimg  ladies  saluted  the 
old  man  as  they  passed  by  him  ;  and  the 
queen,  struck  with  the  good  mien  of  king 
Deder,  stopped  as  soon  as  she  came  befbre 
the  shoo.  Abdallah,  (so  was  the  old  man 
named,)  said  she  to  hinij  tell  me,  I  beseech 
thee,  does  that  beautiful  and  cliorming 
slave  belong  to  thee  ?  and  is  it  long  that 
tliou  hast.be«n  in  portsession  of  liim  ? 

Abdallah,  before  he  answered  the  queen, 
threw  hims<elf  on  the  ground,  and  rising 
a^n,  said,  Madam,  it  is  my  nephew,  son 
of  a  brother  I  iiad,  who  has  not  long  been 
dead.  Having  no  cliildren,  I  look  upon 
him  as  mv  son,  and  sent  for  him  to  come 
and  comfort  me,  intending  to  leave  him 
what  I  have  when  I  die. 

Queen  Labe  who  had  never  yet  seen  any 
one  to  compare  with  king  Beder,  and  be- 

San  to  conceive  a  mighty  passion  lor  him, 
lought  imme<liatelyof  getting  the  old  man 
to  abandon  him  to  her.  Father,  quoth  she, 
will  you  not  oblige  me  no  far  as  to  make 
me  a  present  of  this  young  man '?  Do  not 
refits  me,  I  conjure  you ;  and  I  swear  by 
the  fire  and  the  light,  I  will  make  him  so 
^reat  and  |K)werful,  that  no  individual 
in  thu  world  ever  arrived  at  such  good  for- 
tune. Altliough  my  purfiose  were  to  do 
evil  to  all  mankind,  yet  he  shall  be  the  sole 
exception.  I  trust  you  will  grant  me  what 
I  desire,  more  on  tlie  account  of  the  fHend- 
ship  1  know  v'ou  hvLve  lor  me,  than  lor  the 
esteem  you  know  I  always  had,  and  shall 
ever  have,  lor  vour  person. 

Madam,  repfieti  the  good  Abdallah,  I  am 
infinitely  obliged  to  vour  majesty  for  all  the 
kindn^  >'ou  have  iur  me,  and  the  honours 
you  propose  to  do  my  nephew.  He  is  not 
worthy  to  approach  so  great  a  queen,  and 
I  humbly  beseech  your  majesty  to  ezcuae 
him. 
Abdaikh,  replied  the  cineen,  I  all  wiUmt 
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flattered  mjKlf  you  loved  mc;  and  I  oould 
never  have  thought  you  would  have  given 
me  80  evident  a  token  of  your  slighting  my 
request  But  I  here  swear  once  more  by 
the  fire  and  li^ht,  and  even  by  whatsoever 
ii  roost  sacred  in  my  religion,  that  I  will 
pan  on  no  farther  till  I  nave  conquered 
yoQT  obstinacy.  I  understand  very  well 
what  raises  your  apprehensions;  but  I 
promise  you  snail  never  have  occasion  to 
repent  having  obliged  me  in  so  senisible  a 
manner. 

Old  Abdallah  was  exceedingly  grieved, 
both  on  his  own  account  and  kmg  Beder's, 
lor  being  in  a  manner  (breed  to  obey  the 
queen.  Madam,  replied  he,  I  would  not 
willingly  have  your  majesty  entertain  an 
iUopinran  of  the  respect  I  have  for  you, 
and  my  zeal  always  to  contribute  what- 
ever I  can  to  oblige  yon.  J  put  an  entire 
confidence  in  your  royal  word,  and  I  do  not 
in  the  least  doubt  but  you  will  keep  it  I 
only  beg  of  }*our  majesty  to  delay  doing 
this  gi-eat  honour  to  my  nephew  till  you 
shalfagain  pass  this  way.  That  shall  be 
to-morrow,  said  the  queen ;  who  inclined 
her  head,  as  a  token  of  her  being  pleased, 
and  80  went  forward  towards  her  palace. 

When  queen  Labe  and  all  her  attendants 
were  out  of  sight,  the  good  Abdallah  said 
to  king  Beder,  Son  (for  so  he  was  wont  to 
call  him,  for  tear  ol'some  time  or  other  dis- 
covering liim  when  bespoke  of  him  in  pub- 
lic,) it  has  not  been  in  my  power,  as  you  may 
have  observed,  to  refuse  tl^e  queen  what 
she  demanded  of  me  with  so  great  ear- 
nestness, to  the  end  I  might  not  force  her 
to  employ  her  magic  both  against  you  and 
myself  openly  or  secretly,  and  treat  you,  as 
much  from  resentment  to  you  as  to  me, 
with  more  signal  cruelty  than  all  those  she 
has  had  in  her  power  till  now,  as  I  have  al- 
ready told  you.  But  1  have  some  reason 
to  believe  she  will  use  you  well,  as  she 
promised  me,  on  accovmt  o^  that  particular 
esteem  she  professes  for  me.  This  you  may 
have  seen  by  the  respect  sliewn,  and  the 
honours  paid  me  by  all  her  court  She 
would  be  a  cursed  creature  indeed,  if  she 
should  deceive  me ;  but  she  shall  not  de- 
ceive me  unrevenged,  for  I  know  how  to 
be  even  vn\h  her. 

These  assurances,  which  appeared  very 
doubtful,  were  not  sufficient  to  support  king 
Beder's  spirits.  Afler  all  you  have  told  me 
of  this  queen's  wickedness,  replied  he,  you 
cannot  wonder  if  I  am  somewhat  fearful 
w)  approach  her :  I  should,  it  may  be,  slight 
all  you  could  tell  me  of  her,  and  suSer 
myself  to  be  dazzled  by  the  lustre  of  gran- 
deur that  surrounds  her,  did  I  not  know  by 
experience  what  it  is  to  be  at  the  mercy  of 
a  sorceress.  Tiie  conditbn  I  was  in.  through 
the  enchantment  of  the  princess  Giauhara, 
and  from  whence  I  was  delivered  only  to 
enter  almost  immediately  into  another,  has 
made  me  look  upon  such  a  (ate  with  homr. 
His  tean  hindered  him  from  going  on,  and 


sufficiently  showed  with  what  repugnaim 
he  beheld  himself  in  a  manner  under  a 
fatal  necessity  of  being  delivered  to  qioeen 
Labe. 

Son,  replied  old  Abdallah,  do  not  afflict 
yourself;  for  though  I  must  own  there  ii 
no  great  stress  to  be  laid  upon  the  profnisea 
and  oaths  of  so  perfi(lk)us  a  queen,  yet  t 
must  withal  acquaint  you,  her  power  ex- 
tends not  to  me.  She  knows  it  full  well 
herself;  and  that  is  the  reason,  and  no 
other,  that  she  pays  me  so  great  respect. 
I  can  auickly  hinder  her  from  doing  you  the 
le:ist  harm,  if  she  should  be  perfidioai 
enough  to  attempt  it.  You  may  depend 
upon  me ;  and,  provided  you  follow  exactly 
the  advice  I  shall  give  you,  before  I  alMin- 
don  you  to  her,  she  shall  have  no  more 
powor  over  you  than  she  has  over  me. 

The  magic  queen  did  not  fail  to  pass  by 
the  old  man's  shop  the  next  day,  with  the 
same  pomp  as  the  day  before,  and  Abdal- 
lah waited  for  her  with  great  respect  Fa- 
ther, cried  she,  stopping  just  against  him» 
you  may  judge  of  my  impatience  to  have 
your  nephew  with  roe,  by  my  punctual  oo» 
ming  to  put  you  in  mind  of'^your  promise. 
I  know  you  are  a  man  of  your  worid,  and  I 
cannot  think  you  will  break  it  with  me. 

Abdallah,  who  fell  on  his  face  as  soon  as 
he  saw  the  queen  approaching,  rose  up 
when  she  had  done  speaking ;    and  as  he 
would  have  nobody  near  wnat  he  had  a 
mind  to  say  to  her,  he  advanced  with  great 
resoect  as  far  as  her  horde's  head  and  then 
said  sol\ly,  Puissant  queen !    I  am  pernia- 
ded  your  roajesty  will  not  be  ofiended  at  my 
seeroing  unwillingness  to  trust  my  nephew 
with  you  yesterday,  since  you  cannot  be 
ignorant  of  the  reasons  I  had  for  it ;  but  I 
conjure  you  to  lay  aside  the  secrets  of  that 
art  which  you  possess  in  so  wonderful  a 
degree.    I  regard  my  nephew  as  my  own 
son ;  and  vour  majesty  would  reduce  me  to 
despair,  if^you  should  deal  with  him  as  you 
have  done  with  others. 

I  promise  you  I  will  not,  replied  the  qoeen; 
ana  I  once  more  repeat  the  oath  I  made 
yesterday,  that  neither  you  nor  your  ne- 
phew shall  have  any  cause  to  be  offended  ai 
me.  I  see  plainly,  added  she,  you  are  not 
yet  well  enough  acquainted  with  me :  yoc 
never  saw  me  yet  but  through  a  veil ;  boi 
as  I  find  your  nephew  worthy  of  my  fnend 
ship,  I  will  show  you  I  am  not  any  wa% 
unworthy  of  his.  With  that  she  threw  oii 
her  veil,  and  discovered  to  king  Beder,  wbu 
came  near  her  with  Abdallah,  an  incom 
parable  beauty.  But  king  Beder  was  lit- 
tle charmed.  It  is  not  enough,  said  ht 
within  himself,  to  be  beautiful*  one^  ac- 
tions ought  to  correspond  in  regularity  with 
one's  features. 

Whilst  king  Beder  was  making  these 
reflections,  with  his  eyes  fixed  on  qoeen 
Labe,  the  old  man  turned  towards  hiin,and 
taking  him  by  the  arm^  presented  him  to 
her  majesty.    Here  he  is,  madam. lid  he; 


ARABIAN  NIOHT&r  ENTERTAINMENTS. 


M3 


and  I  be^  of  ;^ur  majesty  once  more  to 
remember  he  is  my  nephew,  and  to  let  him 
eome  and  see  me  sometimes.  The  queen 
promised  he  should ;  and  to  ^ive  a  farther 
mark  of  her  gratitude,  she  caused  a  ba^  of 
a  thousand  pieces  of  gold  to  be  ^ven  him. 
He  excused  himself  at  first  Irom  receiving 
them,  but  she  insisted  absolutely  upon  it. 
and  he  could  not  refuse  her.  She  hsia 
caused  a  horse  to  be  brought  as  richly  har- 
nessed as  her  own,  for  the  kin^  of  Persia. 
Whilst  he  was  mounting?  him,  1  forgot,  said 
the  queen  to  Abdallah.  to  ask  you  your 
nephew's  name :  pray  now  is  he  called  ? 
He  answered,  his  name  was  Beder  (the 
full  moon :)  her  majesty  replied.  Sure  your 
ancestore  were  mistaken ;  they  ought  to 
have  given  you  the  name  of  Shems  (the 
■un.) 
When  king  Beder  was  mounted,  he  would 
have  taken  nis  poet  behind  the  queen,  but 
the  would  not  suffer  him,  and  made  him 
ride  on  her  lell  hand.  She  k)oked  upon 
Abdallah,  and  after  havinfi^  made  him  an 
inclination  with  her  head,  she  set  forward 
on  her  march. 

Instead  of  observing  a  satisfaction  in  the 
people's  faces  at  the  sight  of  their  sove- 
reign, king  Beder  took  notice  that  they 
Jooked  at  her  with  contempt^  and  even 
cursed  her.  The  sorceress,  said  some,  has 
got  a  new  subject  lo  exercise  her  wicked- 
ness upon :  will  Heaven  never  deliver  the 
world  from  her  tyranny  ?  Poor  stranger  ! 
cried  out  others,  thou  art  much  deceived 
if  thou  thinkest  thine  hanpiness  will  last 
lonff.  It  is  only  to  render  tny  fall  more  ter- 
rib^,  that  thou  art  raised  so  high.  This 
talk  gave  king  Beder  to  imderstand  Abdal- 
lah had  told  him  nothing  but  the  truth  of 
queen  Labe :  but  as  it  now  depended  no 
longer  on  himself  to  escape  the  mischief^ 
he  committed  himself  to  divine  Provi- 
dence, and  the  will  of  Heaven  respecting 
his  fate. 

The  magic  queen  arrived  at  her  nalace ; 
whither  she  was  no  sooner  come,  but  she 
alighted,  and  ^ivin^  her  hand  to  king  Be- 
der, entered  with  him,  accompanied  by  her 
women  and  the  officers  of  her  eunuchs. 
She  herself  showed  him  all  her  apart- 
ments, where  there  was  nothing  to  be  seen 
but  massy  gold,  preck)U3  stones,  and  furni- 
ture of  wonderful  magnificence.  When 
•he  had  carried  him  into  her  closet,  she  led 
him  out  into  a  balcony,  from  whence  he 
observed  a  ganlen  of  surprising  beauty. 
King  Be<ler  commended  ail  he  saw  with 
a  great  deal  of  wit,  but  nevertheless  so 
that  ho  might  not  be  discovered  to  be  any 
other  than  old  Alxlallah's  nephew.  They 
discoursed  of  indifferent  matters,  till  the 
queen  was  inlbrmed  tliat  dinner  was  upon 
table. 

The  queen  and  king  Beder  arose,  and 
went  to  place  themselves  at  the  table,  which 
was  of  massy  gold,  and  the  dnhes  of  the 
samemetaJ.  Theybegantotat,batdnuik 


hardly  at  all  till  the  dessert  came,  when 
the  queen  caused  a  cup  to  be  filled  for  her 
with  excellent  wine.  She  took  it  and  drank 
to  king  Seder's  health ;  and  then,  without 
putting  it  out  of  her  hand,  caused  it  to  be 
filled  again,  and  presented  it  to  him.  King 
Beder  received  it  with  protbund  respect,  ana 
by  a  very  low  bow  signified  to  her  majttty 
that  he  m  return  drank  to  her  health. 

At  the  same  time  ten  of  queen  Labe't 
women  entered  with  musical  instruments, 
with  which  and  their  voices  they  made  an 
agreeable  concert,  while  they  continued 
drinking  till  late  at  night.  At  length  both 
began  so  to  be  heated  with  wine,  that  kinff 
Beder  insensibly  forgot  he  had  to  do  with 
a  magic  queen,  and  looked  upon  her  only 
as  the  most  beautiful  queen  he  ever  saw. 
As  soon  as  the  queen  perceived  she  had 
wrought  him  to  the  pitch  she  desired,  she 
made  a  si^  to  her  eunuchs  and  women  to 
retire.  The  v  obeyed,  and  king  Beder  and 
she  lay  together. 

Next  morning  the  queen  and  king  Beder. 
as  soon  as  they  rose,  went  to  the  bath ;  and 
when  they  came  out,  the  women  who  had 
served  the  king  there  presented  him  with 
fine  linen  and  a  magnificent  habit.  The 
Queen  likewise,  who  was  more  splendidly 
dressed  than  the  day  before,  came  to  re- 
ceive him ;  and  they  went  together  to  her 
apartments,  where  they  had  a  good  repast 
brought  them,  and  spent  the  remainder  ot* 
the  day  in  walking  m  the  garden,  and  in 
various  other  amusements. 

Queen  Labe  treated  king  Beder  after 
this  manner  for  fbrtv  days,  as  she  had  be«n 
accustomed  to  do  all  her  lovers.  The  for- 
tieth night,  as  they  were  in  bed  together, 
she.  believing  he  was  really  asleep,  arose 
witiiout  making  any  i<oise ;  but  he  was 
awake,  and,  perceivmg  she  had  some  de- 
sign upon  him,  watched  all  her  motions. 
Being  up,  she  opened  a  chest,  from  whence 
she  took  a  little  box  full  of  a  certain  yel- 
low powder;  taking  some  of  the  ix>wder, 
slie  laid  a  train  of  it  across  the  chamber, 
and  it  immediately  fk>wed  in  a  rivulet  of 
wiiter,  to  the  great  astonishment  of  king 
Beder.  He  trembled  with  fear,  but  still 
pretended  to  sleep,  that  he  might  not  disco- 
ver to  the  sorceress  he  was  awake. 

Queen  Labe  next  took  up  some  of  the 
water  in  a  vessel,  and  poured  it  into  a  ba- 
sin, where  there  was  flour ;  with  which  she 
made  a  paste,  and  kneaded  it  for  a  long 
time :  then  she  mixed  with  it  certain  drugs, 
which  she  took  trom  different  boxes,  ana 
ma<lc  a  ciike,  which  she  put  into  a  coveroc* 
baking-pan. — As  she  had  taken  care  first 
of  all  to  make  a  good  fire,  she  took  some  of 
the  coals  and  set  the  pan  upon  them ;  and 
while  the  cake  was  baking,  she  put  up  the 
vessels  and  boxes  in  theu*  places  again; 
and  on  her  pronouncing  certain  wordk  the 
rivulet,  which  run  akmg  the  end  of  the 
room,  appeared  no  more.  When  the  cake 
was  Mied,  die  took  it  off  the  code,  and 
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oairied  it  into  her  closet,  and  atlenvards 
returned  to  bed  a^ain  to  kins:  Bcder,  who 
diwenibled  so  well,  that  she  luiil  not  tlic 
ieai»t  suspicion  that  lie  had  seen  any  tiling 
of  what  she  had  done. 

King  Beder,  whom  the  pleasures  and 
amuseii^nts  of  a  couil  had  made  to  ibr^el 
bisfi^ood  host  Abdallah,  began  now  to  think 
of  him  ajg^ain,  and  believed  he  had  more 
than  ordinary  occtision  for  his.  ad  vice,  ailer 
all  he  had  seen  the  queen  do  that  night. 
As  soon  as  he  was  up,  therefore,  he  ex- 
pressed a  great  desire  to  go  up  and  sec  his 
uncie,  and  begged  of  her  inaiesty  to  permit 
him.  What!  my  dear  Beuer,  cried  the 
queen,  are  you  then  already  tired,!  will  not 
sa/  with  living  in  so  siu'erb  a  palace  an 
mine  is,  where  you  must  nnd  so  mixny  plea- 
sures, but  with  Uie  company  of  a  queen, 
who  loves  you  so  paji^ionatcb;  aR  I  ()o,  ana 
has  given  you  many  marks  of  affection  ? 

Great  queen,  answered  king  Beder,  how 
can  I  be  tired  of  so  many  favours  and  graces 
as  your  majesty  i)erpetually  hea|)6  upon 
roe  7  So  far  from  ii,  that  I  ciesire  tJiis  per- 
miasKHi,  madam,  purely  to  go  and  five  my 

?ncle  an  auxount  of  the  mighty  obligations 
have  to  your  majesty,  imust  own  like- 
wise, it  is  partly  for  this  farther  reasoiL  that 
my  uncle,  loving  me  so  tendcrlv,  as  1  well 
kiM)w  he  does,  and  I  having  been  absent 
from  him  now  forty  days,  without  once  see- 
ing him,  I  would  not  give  him  reason  to 
think  that  I  consent  to  remaining  longer 
without  seeing  him.  Go,  said  the  queen, 
vou  have  my  coiii^ent ;  but  you  will  not  be 
long  before  you  return,  if  you  consider  I 
cannot  poei^ioly  live  without  you.  This 
said,  she  ordere^l  him  a  horse  richly  capari- 
soned, and  he  departed. 

Old  Ahdallah  was  overjoye<l  to  fpc  king 
Beder.  Without  regard  to  his  quiility,  iie 
embrace'l  him  tenderly,  and  kin<j  Beder  re- 
turned the  like,  that  nobody  might  doubt 
but  that  he  was  his  nej)hew.  Afi  soon  its 
tliey  wei-e  sat  down,  W  ell,  said  Abdallah 
to  the  king,  how  have  you  done,  and  how 
have  you  passed  your  time  witli  that  infidel 
sorceress  / 

Hitherto,  answerexl  king  Beder,  I  must 
ncedti  own  she  has  been  extraordinary  kind 
U)  me,  and  has  done  all  she  could  to  \)e.r- 
suade  me  that  she  loves  me  entirt^l^- ;  but  I 
observed  something  last  night,  which  gives 
me  just  ie;irion  to  suspect  that  all  her  kind- 
ness  liitlicrto  is  but  dissimulation.  Whilst 
■lie  thougiit  me  asleep,  although  1  was 
really  awake,  slie  stole  from  ine  with  a 
great  deal  of  precautk)n,  which  made  me 
susjiect  her  intention,  and  tlierclbre  I  re- 
solved to  watch  her.  still  feigning  myself 
afleep.  Going  on  witli  his  discourse,  he  re- 
lated to  Abcuillah  how  and  after  wliat 
manner  he  had  seen  her  make  the  cake ; 
and  then  added,  Hitherto,  said  he,  1  must 
needs  confess,  I  had  almost  forgotten,  not 
only  you,  but  all  the  advice  you  gave  me 
oooceming  the  wickedness  or  this  queen ; 


but  this  last  actk>n  of  here  gires  me 
to  fear  slie  neitlier  intends  to  observe  any 
of  her  promises  or  solemn  oatlis  to  you.  1 
thought  of  you  hnmediateiy,  and  I  estoea 
myself  happy  in  that  I  have  obtained  peiw 
mission  to  come  to  you. 

You  are  not  mistaken,  replied  old  Ab- 
dallah, with  a  smile,  which  sliowed  he  did 
not  himself  believe  she  would  have  acted 
otherwise ;  nothing  is  capable  of  obliging  a 
perfidk)us  woman  to  amend.  But  fear  no> 
thins ;  I  know  the  way  to  make  the  mir 
chief  she  intends  you  fall  unon  herself.  Yoa 
are  alarmed  in  time;  and  you  could  not 
have  (lone  better  than  to  have  recourse  to 
me.  It  is  her  ordinary  practice  to  keep  her 
lovers  only  tiirty  days  ;  and  afler  that  time, 
instead  of  sending  tnem  home,  to  turn  them 
into  animaU,  to  stock  her  Ibrests  and  parks; 
but  I  thought  of  measures  yesterday  to  jnre- 
vent  her  doing  you  the  same  harm.  Tlie 
earth  has  borne  this  monster  long  enough, 
and  it  is  now  high  time  she  should  be  treat- 
ed as  she  deserves. 

So  saying,  Abdallah  put  two  cakes  into 
king  Beders  hands,  bidding  him  to  keep 
them  to  make  use  of  as  he  should  direct 
You  told  mc,  continued  he,  tlie  soreeriM 
made  a  cake  last  night ;  it  was  for  you  to 
eat,  depend  upon  it ;  but  take  great  care 
you  do  not  touch  it.  Nevertheless,  do  ML 
refuse  to  receive  it  when  she  offere  it  to  you ; 
but,  instead  of  tasting  it,  break  off  pait  cC 
one  of  the  two  I  shall  give  you  unobserved, 
and  eat  that.  As  soon  as  she  thinks  yru 
have  swallowed  it,  she  will  not  fail  to'u^ 
tempt  transforming  you  into  some  animal 
but  she  shall  not  succeed :  whk:h  when  she 
seee>,  she  will  imme^liatety  turn  the  (hinj 
into  ])lcat<antry,  iis  if  what  she  had  done 
was  only  out  of  joke  to  frighten  yaa ;  but 
iEihe  will  conceal  a  mortal  grief  in  her  heart, 
and  think  she  omitted  something  in  the 
composition  of  her  cake.  As  for  uic  other 
cake,  you  shall  make  a  prei««'nt  of  it  to  her, 
and  press  her  to  eat  it ;  which  she  will  not 
refuiae  to  do,  were  it  only  to  convince  you 
she  does  not  mistrust  you,  tliou^h  she  oat 
^iven  you  so  much  reason  to  mistrust  her. 
W'heii  she  hiis  eat  of  it,  take  a  HiLle  water 
ill  the  hollow  of  your  hand,  and  throwinf 
it  in  her  face,  si^y, '  Quit  tliat  Ibna  you  now 
wejir,  and  take  that  of  such  or  such  ani- 
mal,' as  you  shall  tliink  fit ;  which  done, 
come  to  me  with  tlie  animal,  and  I  will 
tell  you  what  you  shall  do  afterward. 

Kmg  Beder  told  Abdallah.  in  the  moil 
expressive  terms,  the  great  obligations  he 
had  to  him,  for  his  endeavours  to  defend 
him  from  thepowerofaiiestilentsorceres; 
and  afler  some  farther  discoujisc,  took  his 
leave  of  him,  and  returned  to  the  palace.— 
U|)on  his  arrival,  he  undeiFtood  that  the 
queen  waited  for  him  with  great  impa- 
tience  in  the  garden.  He  went  to  her,  and 
she  no  sooner  perceived  him,  but  she  cams 
in  great  haste  to  meet  him.  Mj  dear  Be- 
der, said  she,  it  is  sakf,  with  a  great  detl 
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obiMt  belovad.  I  have  had  no  quwt  lince 
I MW  you,  and  it  ieetm  okm  mdcb  I  have 
btMi  MpaiKted  from  you.  ll'you  had  ttaj- 
ed  ever  ao  little  longer,  1  was  preparing  ro 
flonte  andleichyMioneemoretomyarma. 
Madam,  replied  king  Beder,  1  can  OMure 
vmr  majesty  I  was  no  lew  imjntient  to  re- 

Enn  you ;  but  I  could  not  reftue  to  itay  a 
ttle  lonjcer  with  an  uncle  that  lovei  me, 
and  had  not  seen  me  for  ao  long'  time.  He 
would  have  kept  me  still  loncrer,  but  I  tore 
mrseiratrar  mtm  him,  to  come  where  love 
etillame.  Of  all  LheoMlatkinBheprepared 
forme,  1  have  only  brought  away  thiscake, 
wtiich  I  desire  your  majesty  to  aecepc — 
King  Beder  had  wrapped  up  one  of  the  two 
cakes  in  a  handkerctiiel'  very  neatly,  tnok 
it  out,  and  preasnted  it  toihe  queen,  saying, 
I  bee  jour  majesty  to  accept  d' it. 

I  do  accept  It  with  all  my  heart,  replied 
the  queen,  receiving  it.  and  will  eat  it  with 
pleaaum  for  ynui*  and  your  good  uncle's 
nke ;  but  belbre  1  taste  of  il  1  deure  you 
for  my  nke  will  eat  a  piece  or  this,  which 
I  have  made  for  you  dofing  vour  absence. 
Fair  queen,  answered  king  Beder,  receiv- 
ing it  with  great  respect,  such  hands  as 
TOUT  majesty^  can  never  nuke  any  thin^ 
but  what  »  excellent:  and  I  cannot  sufti- 
dently  acknowledge  the  favour  you  do  me. 

King  Beder  then  artfully  substituted  in 
dte  ptace  of  the  queen's  c^e  the  other 
whicD  old  Abdallah  had  given  him  \  and 
having  broken  off  a  piece,  tie  put  it  m  hb 
mntith,  and  cried  white  he  was  eating,  Ah ! 
mieen,  I  never  tasted  any  thing  so  charm- 
ing in  my  life.  Ther  being  near  a  cascade, 
the  sorceress  seeing  him  swallow  one  bit  ol' 
the  cake,  and  rea^  to  eat  another,  took  a 
little  wat^  in  the  palm  of  her  hand,  and 
throwing  it  in  the  king's  face,  Olid,' Wretch ! 
quit  that  form  oTa  man,  and  take  that  ol'a 
Tile  horae,  blind  and  tame.' 


Queen  Uibe,  who  could  not  better  juniiy 
heraetfthan  by  show  in^thii  mark  of  con- 
fidence in  (he  king  of  Persia,  hroice  off  a 
piece  oi'  his  cake,  and  eai  it  She  had  no 
sooner  swatlowed  it,  but  she  appeared  much 
troubled^  and  remained,  ad  it  were,  motioo- 
lesa.  King  Beder  lost  no  time,  hot  took 
water  out  of  the  same  basin,  and  throwin|r 
it  in  her  liice,  cried,  'Abominable  sorcereM) 
quit  that  ibrm  ol'  a  woman,  and  t>e  tunied 
instantly  into  n  mare.' 

The  same  instant  que«n  Labe  was  tran»- 
(brmed  intoa  very  beautiliil  mare ;  and  her 
confusion  whs  m  great  to  find  Herself  in 
that  condition,  that  she  t^ed  tear*  in  great 
abundance,  which  perhaps  no  mare  talbre 
had  ever  been  known  to  do.  She  bowed 
her  head  to  the  ft-ct  of  king  Beder,  thinking 
to  move  him  to  compasicH)  -.  but  though  ha 
could  have  been  su  moved,  it  was  abso- 
lutely oulof  his  powerlo  repair  the  mischief 
he  had  done.  He  led  her  into  the  siahia 
belongiiut  to  the  palace,  and  put  her  into 
the  handsof  agitiom,  tobrtdleandviddlej 
but  of  all  the  bndle*  which  the  grooai  trieci 
upon  her,  not  one  would  fit  her.  This  mods 
him  cause  two  horses  to  be  mldled,  one  for 
the  groon),  ond  the  other  for  hinuelf ;  and 
the  groom  led  the  mare  alW  him  to  old 
Abdallah's. 

Attdallah.  teeing  at  a  distance  king  Be- 
der coming  with  the  mare,  doubted  not  but 
he  had  done  what  he  advised  him.  Cursed 
sorceress!  said  he  immediately  to  himself, 
in  a  transport  of  jov,  Heaven  has  at  length 
punished  thee  as  tnou  deservest.  King  B»- 
der  alighted  at  Abdallah's  dnor,  and  enter- 
ed with  him  into  the  shoji,  embracing  and 
thanking  him  lor  alt  the  sigi  ^  services  ha 
haddonehim.  Herclated  lohimthewh^ 
matter,  with  all  its  circumstances  and 
moreover  told  him  he  could  find  no  bridle 
fit  for  the  mare.  Abdalloh,  who  had  ona 
for  every  borse,  bridled  the  mare  himeeir-,. 
~  ~  '  ~  OS  king  Beder  had  sent  bnek 


These  words  not  having  the  desired  ef-  i  the  groom  with  the  two  horses,  he  taid  _ 

feet,  the  soreeitn  was  strangely  surprised  '  him.  My  krd.  nn  have  no  reason  to  stay 

longw  in  this  eitj  [  mount  the  mare, 


to  nnd  king  Beder  still  in  the  nme  form, 
and  that  he  orily  ttarled  for  fear.  Her 
cheeks  reddened ;  and  as  she  saw  that  she 
bod  missed  her  aim,  Dear  Beiler,  cried  ilie, 
this  is  nothing,  recover  jourtelf  I  did  not 
intend  you  any  harm  -,  I  only  did  it  to  see 
what  you  would  ny.  I  should  be  the  roost 
miserable  and  must  execrable  of  women, 
riiould  I  attempt  m  black  adeeit;  1  do  not 
only  say,  after  all  the  oaths  I  have  sworn, 
but  even  atler  so  many  testimonies  of  love 
as  I  have  given  you. 

Puinont  queen,  replied  king  Beder,  pw- 
•uaded  as  I  am  ttiat  what  your  ma}e«j  did 
was  onl/  to  divert  younelf,  ^et  I  could  not 
help  being  Rurprised.  ^Vhat  co>ald  hinder 
me  from  neing  a  little  moved  at  the  pro- 
nouncing of  «>  itritnge  a  transfbnnaticn  1 
But,  mailam,  oxttinued  be,  let  ns  diop  this 

J- );andBine«Ihaveeatofjwiroahft 

~ -^  me  the  ftvcrar  to  MM  mii»1 
2c3  a 


wmld  ytai  do  n 


your  kuigdom.  1  have  bnt 
D  to  recommend  to  you,  and 
thatis,if  jou  should  ever  happen  to  part 
with  the  mare,  be  sura  not  lo  give  up  tha 
bridle.    King  Beder  promiiedtoramarobw 

;  and  having  taken  leave  of  the  good  old 

lan,  he  departed. 

The  voung  king  of  Pensa  no  aooner  got 
.  It  oTtne  city,  but  he  began  to  reflect  with 
i07  on  the  deliverance  he  tiad  had,  and  that 
ne  had  the  torceren  in  bii  power,  who  had 
given  him  so  much  eaiae  to  IremWe. 
Threr  days  ikfter  he  arrived  atagraatcit^, 
where,  enteriiy  the  suburto,  he  met  a  v«n^ 
rahle  old  man,  walking  on  tbot  towards  s 
pteasure  ho«e  he  had  thero.  Sir,  Mtid  tha 
old  man,  slopping  hiro.  may  I  praame  ta 
oik  from  what  part  of  the  world  you  rwM  f 
The  king  tta^ti  to  ntiiA'  him ;  and  w 
tliaj  wen  dinoorriiw  togaunr,  aaoU  wa 


and  return  ii 
thirig  n 
lis^iPy. 
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man  came  up,  who,  stopping  likewise,  wept 
and  FJffhed  bitterly  at  tne  eight  of  the  niare. 
King  Beder  and  the  old  man  left  oil' dis- 
coursing to  look  on  the  old  woman,  wliom 
the  king  askeil  what  cause  she  ha^i  to  la- 
ment BO  much  ?  Alas !  sir,  replied  i\i&^  it  is 
because  your  mare  resembles  so  r  eriectly 
one  my  son  hail,  and  which  I  still  mourn 
the  loss  ol'on  his  account^  and  should  think 
jour's  wb're  the  same^  did  I  not  know  she 
was  dead.  Sell  her  to  me,  I  beseech  you : 
I  will  give  you  more  theui  she  is  worth,  anu 
thank  you  too. 

Qood  woman,  replied  king  Bcder,  I  am 
heartily  sorry  I  cannot  comply  with  your 
request ;  my  mare  is  not  to  be  sold.  Alas ! 
sir,  continued  the  old  woman,  do  not  refuse 
me  this  favour  for  the  love  of  God.  My 
son  and  1  shall  certainly  die  with  grief  if 
you  do  not  grant  it.  Good  wom.in,  replied 
tlie  king.  I  would  grant  it  with  all  my 
heart,  it  I  was  disposed  to  part  with  so  good 
a  beast ;  but  il*  1  were  so  disposed,  1  be- 
b'eve  you  would  hardly  give  a  thousand 
pieces  of  gold  lor  her,  and  I  could  not  sell 
her  for  less.  Why  should  I  not  give  so 
much  ?  replied  the  old  woman :  if  that  be 
the  lowest  price,  you  need  only  say  you 
will  take  it,  and  I  will  fetch  you  the  mo- 
ney. 

King  Beder,  seeing  the  old  woman  so 
poorly  dressed,  could  not  imagine  she  could 
find  the  monev;  therefore  to  try  her,  he 
said,  Go  fetch  the  money,  and  the  mare  is 
man.  The  old  woman  immediately  un- 
loosed a  purse  she  had  fastened  to  her  gir- 
dle, and  desiring  him  to  alight,  bid  him  tell 
over  the  money ;  and  in  case  he  found  it 
came  short  (^'the  sum  demanded,  she  said 
her  liouse  was  not  far  off)  and  she  could 
quickly  fetch  the  rest. 

The  surprise  king  Beder  was  in  at  the 
sight  of  this  i)urFe  was  not  small.  Good 
woman,  said  he,  do  you  not  perceive  I  have 
bantered  you  all  this  while  ?  I  will  assure 
you  the  mure  is  not  to  be  sold. 

The  okl  man  who  had  been  witness  to  all 
that  was  said,  now  began  to  s|)eak.  Son, 
quoth  he  to  king  Beder,  it  is  necessarv  you 
mould  know  one  thing,  which  I  finu  you 
are  ignorant  of,  and  that  is,  that  in  this  city 
it  is  not  permitted  to  any  one  to  tell  a  Ue, 
oil  nn>  account  whatsoever,  on  pain  ol' 
death.  You  cannot  refuse  taking  this  good 
woman's  money,  and  delivering  your  mare, 
when  she  gives  you  the  sum  according  to 
the  agreement ;  and  tiiis  you  had  better  do 
witliout  any  noise,  than  expose  yourself 
to  what  ma  V  ensue. 

King  Beder,  sorely  afflicted  to  find  him- 
self thus  trap|)ed  by  his  raeli  profier,  alight- 
ed with  great  regret  The  old  woman  stood 
read^  to  seize  the  bridle,  and  immediately 
unbndled  the  mare ;  and  taking  some  wa- 
ter in  her  hand  firom  the  stream  that  ran 
in  the  middle  of  the  street,  she  threw  it  in 
the  mare's  face,  uttering  these  words: 
MUghtcr,  qdl  that  strange  sliape,  and 


re-assume  th^oifvn.'  The  transfbrmatm 
was  efiected  m  a  moment ;  and  king  Be- 
der, who  swooned  as  soon  as  he  saw  quceo 
Labe  appear,  would  have  fallen  to  the 
ground,  if  the  old  man  had  not  hindered 
him. 

The  old  woman,  who  was  mother  to 
queen  Labe,  and  had  instructed  her  in  all 
her  magic  secrets,  had  no  sooner  embraced 
her  daughter,  but  to  show  her  fury,  in  an 
instant  she,  by  whistling,  caused  to  rise  a 
genie  of  a  gigantic  form  and  stiiture.   This 

Senie  immediately  took  king  Beder  on  one 
loulder,  and  tiie  old  woman  with  the  ma- 
gic queen  on  the  other,  and  transfwrted 
mem  in  a  few  minutes  to  the  palace  ol* 
queen  Labe  in  the  city  of  Enchantments. 

The  magic  queen  immediately  fell  u^xm 
king  Beder,  reproach ins|[  him  gnevously  in 
the  following  manner :  is  it  thus,  ungrate- 
ful wretch,  that  thv  unworthy  uncle  and 
thou  repay  me  lor  all  the  kindnesses  I  have 
done  for  you?  I  shall  soon  make  you  both 
feel  what  you  (leserve-  She  saiil  no  toon, 
but  taking  water  in  her  hand,  threw  it  in 
his  face  with  these  words :  '  Come  out  of 
that  shape,  and  take  tliat  of  a  vile  owl.' 
These  words  were  soon  fbUowe4l  by  the  e^ 
feet ;  and  immediately  she  commanded  one 
of  her  women  to  shut  up  the  owl  in  a  caget 
and  give  liim  neither  meat  nor  drink. 

The  woman  took  tlie  cage,  and,  without 
regarding  what  the  queen  ordereii,  gave 
him  both  meat  and  drmk ;  and  being  old 
Abdallah's  firieud,  she  sent  him  word  pri- 
vately how  the  oueen  had  treated  his  ne- 
phew, and  her  design  to  destroy  both  him 
and  king  Beder,  that  he  might j^ive  orden 
to  prevent  it,  and  secure  himselfT 

Abdallah  knew  no  common  measures 
would  do  with  queen  Labe :  he  thercibre 
did  but  whistle  alter  a  certain  manner, and 
there  immediately  arose  a  vast  giant,  with 
lour  wings,  who,  pre^entin^  himself  belbie 
him.  askeil  what  ne  would  nave  with  hiro  7 
Lightning,  said  Abdallah  tO  him,  (lor  so 
was  the  genie  called,)  I  comrnaiui  ;rou  tr 
preserve  Oie  life  of  king  Beder,  son  of  queen 
Gulnare^  Go  to  the  imlace  of  the  magic 
queen,  and  tran8|X)rt  immediately  to  the 
capital  of  Persia  tliecompassksiiate  woman 
wiio  hEis  the  cage  in  custody,  to  tlic  end 
she  may  inform  queen  Gulnare  of  tlie  dao- 
ffer  tlie  king  her  son  is  in,  and  tlie  occaskn 
ne  has  for  her  assistance.  Take  care  not 
to  frighten  her  when  you  come  before  her, 
and  acquaint  her  from  me  wl'.at  she  ought 
to  do. 

Lightning  immediately  disappeared,  and 
got  in  an  instant  to  the  palace  of  the  magic 
queen.  He  instructed  the  woman,  lilted 
her  up  into  the  air,  and  transported  her  to 
tiie  capital  ol'  Persia,  where  he  placed  her 
on  tho  terrace  that  was  near  the  apart- 
ment where  (lueen  Gulnare  was.  She  weni 
down  stairs  to  the  apartment,  and  she  there 
found  queen  Gulnare  and  queen  Farashe, 
her  mother,  lamenting  their  mutual 
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fifftoMii  Bhe  made  them  a  proibund  re- 
vereaoe;  and  by  the  relation  she  gave  them, 
Chey  mm  underatood  the  great  need  king 
Beaer  was  in  ot' their  aiustance. 

Qoeen  Gulnare  was  so  ovenoyed  at  the 
news,  that,  rising  from  her  seat,  she  went 
and  embraced  the  good  woman,  teilinjr  her 
how  much  she  was  obliged  to  her  for  the 
■ervice  she  had  done  her. 

TJien  going  immediately  out,  she*  com- 
manded the  trumpets  to  sound  and  the 
drums  to  beat,  to  acquaint  the  city  tliat  the 
kinf^  of  Persia  would  sudoenly  return  safe 
to  his  kingdom.  She  then  went  a^in,  and 
found  king  Saleh  hor  brotlier,  \vhom  Fa- 
rasche  had  cained  to  come  sfteedily  thither 
by  a  certain  lumigation.  Brother,  said  she 
to  him,  the  kin^  vmir  nephew,  my  'Jear  non, 
is  in  the  city  ol  E^nchantmentja,  under  the 
power  of  queen  Lobe.  Both  >ou  ar>d  I 
must  go  to  deliver  him,  ibr  tliere  is  no  time 
tobekMt. 

King  Saleh  ibrthwiih  apcembled  a  puis- 
sant body  of  his  marine  troops,  who  soon 
rose  out  of  Che  sea.  He  also  ciilleii  to  his 
aseiiritance  the  genies.  his  allies,  who  ap- 
peared with  a  much  more  numerous  army 
than  his  own.  As  soon  as  the  two  armies 
were  joined,  he  put  himself  at  the  head  of 
them  with  queen  Farasche,  queen  Guinare, 
and  the  princesses,  who  would  all  have 
their  sliare  in  this  action.  They  then  tilled 
themselves  up  into  the  air,  and  soon  poured 
down  on  tlie  ]>aiace  and  city  of  Encliant- 
menta  where  the  magic  queen  her  mother, 
and  all  the  adorers  of  fire,  were  destroyea 
in  an  instant. 

Queen  Gulnare  had  ordered  the  woman 
who  brouc^ht  her  the  news  of  queen  Labe's 
transforming  and  imprisoning  her  son  to 
ibliow  her  close,  and  bid  her,  m  the  confu- 
skm,  only  go  and  seize  the  cage,  and  bring 
it  to  her.  Tliis  order  was  execute<l  i\a  she 
wished ;  and  queen  Gulnare  was  no  sooner 
m  DOMeBskm  of  the  cage,  but  she  oiiened  it, 
ana  took  out  the  owl,  saying,  as  sne  sprin- 
kled a  httie  water  upon  him, '  My  dear  son, 
quit  that  strange  form,  and  resume  thy 
natural  one  of  a  man.' 

In  a  moment,  queen  Gulnare  no  more 
mw  the  hideous  owl,  but  king  Beder  her 
son.  She  immediately  embrace:!  him  with 
an  excess  of  joy,  her  tears  sujiplyinjLT  more 
forcibly  the  place  of  words,  bhe  could  not 
find  in  her  heart  to  let  him  go ;  ami  queen 
Faraijche  was  obliged  to  tbrce  him  from  her 
in  her  turn.  Alter  her,  he  was  likcwii«e 
embraced  by  tlic  king  hia  uncle  and  his  re- 
lations. 

Queen  Gulnare's  first  care  was  to  look 
out  ibr  old  Abdallah,  to  whom  site  had  been 
obliged  lor  the  reco\Try  of  tlie  king  of  Per- 
sia, aiul  who  beini;:  brought  to  lier,  she  said 
to  him,  My  obligattons  to  you. sir,  have  been 
80  great,  that  there  is  nothing  witliin  my 
power  but  1  would  freely  do  lor  you  as  a 
token  of  my  acknowledgment.  Do  but  mr 
lisfv  me  in  what  I  can  serve  >'ou.    Great 


queen,  replied  Abdallah,  if  the  lady  whom 
I  sent  to  your  majesty  will  but  consent  to 
the  marriage  I  oner  her.  and  the  king  ol 
Persia  will  give  me  leave  to  reside  atnls 
court,  I  will  spend  the  remainder  of  my 
days  in  his  service.  Then  the  queen  turn- 
ed tr>  tlie  lady,  who  was  present,  and  find- 
ing by  her  modest  shame  that  she  was  not 
averse  to  the  match  proposed,  she  caused 
them  to  join  hands,  and  the  king  of  Perna 
and  she  took  care  of  their  fortune. 

This  marriage  occasx>iied  the  king  of 
Persia  to  speak  thus  to  tlieaueen :  Madam, 
Riil  he,  I  am  heartily  glad  of  this  match 
which  liis  majesty  has  ^ust  made.  There 
remains  one  mure  which  I  desire  you  to 
think  of.  Queen  Gulnare  did  not  at  fint 
comprehend  what  marriage  he  meant ;  but 
atler  a  little  considering,  she  said,  Of  yours, 
vou  mean  son  ?  I  consent  to  it  with  all  my 
heart.  Then  turning,  and  looking  on  liei 
brother's  sea  attendants,  and  the  geniei 
who  were  still  present.  Go,  said  she,  and 
traverse  both  sea  and  land,  to  find  out  the 
most  k>vely  and  amiable  princess,  worthy 
of  the  king  my  son,  and  come  and  tell  us. 

Madam,  replied  king  Beder,  it  is  to  no 
purpose  for  them  to  take  all  that  pains. 
You  have  no  doubt  heard  that  I  have  al- 
ready given  my  heart  to  the  princeis  of 
SamandaL  uptm  the  bare  relatk>u  of  her 
beauty.  Iliave  seen  her,  and  do  not  re- 
pent of  the  present  1  then  made  her.  In  a 
woi*d,  neither  earth  nor  sea.  in  my  opinion, 
can  furnish  a  princess  like  her.  It  is  true, 
upon  my  declaring  my  love  to  her,  she 
treated  me  in  a  way  that  would  have  ex- 
tinguished any  flame  less  strong  than  mine. 
But  I  hold  her  excused :  she  could  not  treat 
me  with  less  rigour,  after  imprisoning  uie 
king  her  father,  of  whwh  I  was  the  mno- 
cent  cause.  But,  it  may  be,  the  ung  of 
Samandal  may  have  changeil  hJs  resolu- 
tbn ;  and  his  daughter  the  princess  may 
consent  to  lo^'e  me,  when  she  sees  her  fa- 
ther has  agreed  to  it 

Son,  replied  queen  Gulnare,  if  only  the 
princess  Giauhara  can  make  >'oii  happy,  it 
IS  not  my  design  to  oppose  you.  The  lung 
your  uncle,  need  only  have  the  king  oi 
^miaiidal  brought,  axtd  we  shall  soon  see 
whether  he  be  still  of  tlic  same  untractable 
temper. 

Strictly  as  the  king  of  Samandal  had 
been  kept  during  his  captivitv  bv  king  Sa- 
leh's  orders,  yet  he  always  had  great  re- 
spect shown  him,  and  was  become  very 
familiar  witli  the  officers  who  guarded  him. 
King  Saleh  cauned  a  chafing-dish  of  coals 
to  be  brought,  into  wliKh  he  threw  a  cer- 
tain com(K)sitk)n,  uttering  at  tlie  same  time 
some  mysterious  wonls.  As  soon  as  the 
smoke  k>egari  to  arise,  the  palace  shook, 
and  immediutelv  the  king  of  Samandal, 
with  king  Salelrs  officer?,  appealed.  The 
king  ot*  Persia  cast  himseli  at  the  kin^  of 
Samandal's  feet,  and  kneeling  said,  It  is  no 
k»cer  king  8ai^  that  demands  of  yoor 
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mfiyt^Vf  the  honour  ofyour  alliance  for  the 
kinir  cif  Peraa ;  it  ■  the  long  of  Persia 
himaoli  that  humbly  begs  that  boon:  and 
I  persuacie  myself  your  majesty  will  not 
persist  in  being  the  cause  of  the  death  of  a 
king,  who  can  no  longer  live  if  he  does  not 
dbyfti-e  lile  with  the  aniiable  prinoesi  GKau- 
hara. 

The  king  of  Samandal  did  not  ]of\js  suf- 
fer the  king  of  Persia  to  remain  at  his  feet 
He  embraced  him,  and  obliging  him  to  rise, 
said»  1  should  be  very  sorrv  to  nave  contri- 
buted in  the  least  to  the  oeath  of  a  mon- 
arch who  is  so  worthy  to  live.  If  it  be  true 
that  BO  preck>u8  a  lile  cannot  be  preserved 
withoQt  the  possessun  of  my  daughter,  live, 
sir,  said  he ;  she  is  yours.  She  has  always 
been  obedient  to  my  will,  and  I  cannot 
think  she  will  now  opi)ose  it.  Speaking 
these  words,  he  ordered  one  of  his  officers, 
whom  king  Saleh  had  permitted  to  be 
about  him,  to  go  and  look  for  the  jprincess 
Qiauheura,  and  bring  her  to  him  immedi- 
ately. 

The  princess  continued  where  the  king 
of  Persia  had  letl  her.  The  officer  per^ 
ceiverl  her,  and  brought  her  soon  with  her 
women.  The  king  of  Samandal  embraced 
her,  and  saiil.  Daughter,  I  have  provided 
a  husband  for  you;  it  is  the  king  of  Persia 
you  see  there,  the  most  acoomplished  mo- 
narch at  present  in  the  univeree.  The 
preference  he  has  given  you  to  all  other 
princesses,  obliges  us  both  to  express  our 
gratitude. 

Sir,  replied  the  princess  Giauhara,  3rour 
maiestv  well  knows  I  never  have  presumed 
tt>  aisooey  jrour  will  in  any  thing :  I  shall 
alwajrs  be  muiy  to  obey  you ;  and  I  hope 
the  kin|B^  of  Persia  will  Ibr^t  my  ill-treat- 
ment ofnim.  and  consider  it  was  duty,  not 
ioclinatk>n,  that  forced  me  to  it. 

The  nuptials  were  celebrated  in  the  pal- 
ace of  the  City  of  Enchantments,  with  the 
greater  solemnity,  that  all  the  k)ver8of  the 
magic  queen,  wtio  resumed  their  pristine 
forms,  as  soon  as  ever  that  queen  cea^  to 
live,  assisted  at  them,  and  came  to  return 
their  thanks  to  the  king  of  Persia,  queen 
Gulnare,  and  king  SeJen.  They  were  all 
sons  of  kings  or  princes,  or  persons  of  high 
rank. 

King  Saleh  at  length  conducted  the  king 
of  Samandal  to  his  dominions,  and  put  him 
in  possesttion  of  them.  The  king  of  Per- 
sia, at  the  height  of  his  wishes,  returned  to 
his  capital  with  queen  Gulnare.  queen  Fa- 
rasche,  and  the  princesBCs ;  and  queen  Fa- 
rasche  and  the  princesses  continued  there 
till  kin^  Salah  came  to  re-conduct  them 
to  hifc  kingdom  under  the  waves  of  the  sea. 

TV  Riatory  of  Oanent,  Son  to  Abou 
Ayoub,  ana  known  by  the  tumame  of 
IJore's  Slave. 

Sir,  said  Scheheracade  to  the  sultan  of 
the  Indies,  there  was  formerly  at  Damas- 


cus a  merchant,  who  had  by  eara  and  iop 
dustry  acquired  great  wealth,  on  whieh  he 
lived  in  a  very  mNiourable  manner,  ifii 
name  was  Abou  Ayoub.  and  he  had  OM 
son  and  a  daughter.  The  son  was  at  fint 
called  Ganem,  but  aflerwards  anmamed 
Lov^s  Stave.  His  person  was  ^latetui, 
and  the  excellent  natural  qualitMsor  bia 
mind  had  been  improved  by  able  meten^ 
whom  his  father  had  taken  care  to  provide 
him.  The  daughter's  name  waaAlfohiliy 
signifying  Ravisher  qf  Heartt,  ' 
her  beauty  was  so  perfect,  thai 
saw  her  could  not  but  love  her. 

Abou  Ayoub  died,  and  left  imi 
riches :  a  hundred  loads  of  brocades  and 
other  silks  that  lay  in  his  warehouse  were 
the  least  part  of  it  The  loads  were  ready 
made  up,  and  on  every  bale  was  written  in 
large  characters.  *  For  Ba|rdad.' 

Mahommed,  the  son  of  Soliman,  eornnr 
med  Zinebi,  reigned  at  that  time  ai  Dik- 
mascus,  the  capital  of  Syria.  His  kinsman 
Haroun  Alraschid,  whose  reskienee  was  aft 
Bagdad,  had  bestowed  that  kingdom  on 
him  as  his  tributary. 

Soon  after  the  death  of  Abou  Ayoob^ 
Ganem  discoursing  with  his  mother  abonl 
their  domestw  affiurs,  and  amongst  the  reit 
oonoeming  the  foadsof  merchandim  ieihe 
warehouse,  asked  her  the  meaning'  oTwhit 
was  written  upon  each  bale.  My  son,  ai^ 
swered  his  mother,  your  father  laed  Is 
travel  sometimes  into  one  province^ 
sometimes  into  another;  and  it  was 
tomary  with  him,  before  he  set  out,  to  % 
the  name  of  the  city  he  desinied  to  repair 
toon  every  bale.  He  haa  provided  all 
things  to  take  a  ^mey  to  Bagdad,  and 
was  upon  the  pomt  of  setting  out,  wfam 
death  — — 43he  had  not  power  to  finish:  the 
lively  remembrance  of  the  loss  of  her  ooi- 
band  would  not  permit  her  to  say  mon^ 
and  drew  from  her  a  shower  of  teara 

Ganem  could  not  see  his  mother  so  soh 
sibly  affected,  without  being  himsctf  equal- 
ly so.  They  continued  some  time  siwot: 
but  at  length  he  recovered  himself,  and  it 
eoon  as  he  found  his  mother  calm  enmigk 
to  listen  to  him,  he  directed  his  discourse  to 
her ;  and  snid,  Since  my  father  designed 
these  goods  for  Bagdad,  and  is  no  kxi^ie 
being,  to  put  his  design  into  execution,  I 
will  prepare  myself  to  perform  that  jour- 
ney ;  and  I  am  of  opinkm  it  will  be  proper 
for  me  to  hasten  m  v  departure,  for  lear  those 
commodities  should  periBh,  or  theU  we  km 
the  oprx)rtunity  of  selling  them  to  the  bert 
advantage. 

Abou  Ayoub's  widow,  who  tenderly  ksed 
her  son,  was  much  surprised  at  tlus  rest^ 
lutk)n,  and  replied.  My  dear  child,  I  eaonot 
but  commend  you  for  designing  to  foibw 
your  father's  example ;  but  consider  that 
you  are  too  young,  mexperienced,  and  un- 
accustomed to  toe  fatigue  of  travelling. 
Besides,  can  you  think  or  leaving  me,  tad 
adding  to  that  sorrow  with  wSieh  I  aai 
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whmdj  oapnm&A7  Ii  it  not  better  to  lell 
thoie  ipodi  to  the  marehftnteorihaiUMcui, 
mod  take  up  with  a  moderate  profit,  than 
to  ezpoie  youraelf  to  the  dancer  of  periili- 

It  was  in  vain  for  her  to  oppoee  Ganera^ 
reiolution  bytheitronrat  arpimenta;  the/ 
had  no  weight  with  Eim.  An  inclinatioD 
to  travel,  ajnd  to  aceompliih  himielf  by  a 
thorough  knowledge  ol'the  world,  araed 
him  to  set  out,  ana  prevailed  over  all  liie 
mother's  remontranoei,  her  entreaties,  and 
even  her  tears.  He  went  to  the  market 
where  the  slaves  are  sold,  and  bought  sueh 
as  were  able-bodied,  hired  a  hundred  ca- 
mels, and  having jpnnnkled  all  other  neces* 
saries,  he  entered  upon  his  journey  with 
Eve  or  six  merchants  of  Damascus,  who 
were  going  to  trade  at  Bagdad. 

Those  merehanti,  attended  bjr  all  their 
■laves,  and  accompanied  by  several  other 
travellers,  made  up  such  a  considerable 
caravan,  that  thev  had  nothing  to  fear 
fh>m  the  BetkHiin  Arabs,  who  make  it  their 
only  proleHon  to  range  the  country,  and  to 
attack  and  plunder  the  caravans  when 
tiiey  are  not  strong  enough  to  repulse  them. 
They  had  no  other  diftrulty  to  encounter, 
Imt  the  usual  fatkues  d*  a  kmg  journey, 
which  were  easily  forgotten  when  they 
came  in  sight  oi*  the  eity  of  Bagdad,  where 
Ihey  arrived  in  safety. 

They  alighted  at  the  mofC  magnificent 
and  most  frequenteil  khan  in  the  city ;  but 
Gaoem,  who  chose  to  be  kxlged  conveni- 
ently, and  by  himself,  took  no  apartment 
there.  He  only  letl  his  goods  there  in  a 
warehouse  lor  their  greater  securitv.  and 
hired  a  very  fine  houn  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, richly  furnished,  having  a  garden 
whicii  was  very  delightlul.  on  account  of 
the  many  water-worEs  ana  shady  groves 
that  were  in  iu 

Some  days  alter  this  young  merchant 
had  been  settled  in  his  houte,  and  perfectly 
recovered  of  the  fatigue  of  his  journey,  he 
drened  himself  genteellv,  and  repaired  to 
the  public  placcu  where  the  merchants  met 
to  buy  and  sell.  A  slave  followed  him, 
earrvmg  a  parcel  of  fine  stufls  and  silks. 

The  merchants  received  Ganem  very 
courteously,  and  their  syndk;,  or  chief,  to 
whom  he  firet  made  application,  took  and 
bought  all  his  parcel,  at  the  price  set  (town 
in  the  tkket  annexed  to  every  piece  of 
stuff.  Ganem  continued  hie  trade  so  suc^ 
cesfully,  that  he  soki  all  the  goods  he  ex- 
posed daily. 

He  haa  but  one  bale  lefl.  which  he  had 
caused  to  be  carried  from  the  warehouie  to 
his  own  house,  and  then  went  to  the  public 
rendezvous,  where  he  found  ail  the  shopi 
shuL  This  seemed  somewhat  exOtuirdi- 
nary  to  him,  and  having  asked  the  cause 
of  it,  was  told  that  one  of  the  firtt  mer- 
ehanu  whom  he  knew,  was  dead,  and  that 
all  his  brother  traders  were  gone  to  hk 
laneral. 


Ganem  inquired  for  the  mosque  where 
the  pra3rer  was  to  bemade,and  whence  the 
bodjf  was  to  be  eondoeted  to  the  grave;  and 
ha^mig  been  told,  sent  back  his  slave  with 
the  goods,  and  walked  towards  the  mosque. 
He  got  thithsr  before  the  prayers  were 
ended,  whic^«  were  said  in  a  hall  hung  with 
black  satin.  The  corps  was  taken  up,  and 
fblbwed  by  the  kindred,  the  merchants,  and 
Ganem,  to  the  plaee  or  burial,  which  was 
at  a  great  distance  without  the  city.  It 
was  a  stone  structure,  in  form  of  a  dome, 
purposelv  built  to  receive  the  bodies  of  all 
the  fiunflyof the  deceased ;  and  being  very 
small,  thev  had  pitohed  touts  all  about  it. 
tinctall  the  company  might  be  sheltered 
during  tho  ceremony.  The  monument  was 
opened,  %^td  the  corpse  lakl  into  it,  afler 
which  it  was  shut  up  again.  Then  the 
iman,and  other  ministeiv  of  the  mosque, 
sat  down  in  a  rinff  on  carpets,  in  the  lar^ 

¥st  tent,  and  saia  the  rest  of  the  pmyers. 
Yiejr  also  read  the  chapter  of  the  Koran 
appointed  for  the  burial  of  the  dead.  The 
kindred  and  merchants  sat  round,  in  the 
same  manner,  behind  the  ministers. 

It  was  near  nifht  before  all  was  ended: 
Ganem,  who  had  not  expected  such  a  kmg 
ceremony,  began  to  be  uneasy,  and  the 
more  so,  when  he  saw  meat  served  up  in 
memory  of  the  deceased,  according  to  the 
custom  of  Bagdad.  He  was  also  told  that 
the  tents  had  not  been  set  up  only  against 
the  heat  of  the  sun,  but  also  against  ttm 
evening  dew,  because  they  should  not  re- 
turn to  the  city  before  the  next  morning. 
Those  words  perplexed  Ganem :  I  am  a 
stranger,  said  he  to  himself,  and  nave  the 
reputatkmofbeing  a  rich  merchant ;  thieves 
mav  take  the  opportunity  of  my  absence, 
ana  go  rob  my  house.  My  slaves  majr  be 
tempted  by  so  favourable  an  opportunity ; 
they  may  run  away  with  all  the  gold  I  have 
received  lor  mv  good^  and  whiUier  shall  I 

So  to  knk  for  them  ?  Full  of  these  thoughts^ 
e  eat  a  few  mouthfuls  hastily,  and  dex- 
terously slipped  awajf  from  the  company. 

He  made  all  possible  haste;  but,  as  it 
of\en  happens  that  the  more  a  man  puti  on, 
the  less  he  advances,  he  mistook  his  way, 
and  went  astray  in  the  dark,  so  that  it  was 
near  mklnight  when  he  came  to  the  city 

Site;  which,  to  add  to  his  misfortune,  was 
ut.  That  disappointment  was  a  fresh 
afilictkm  to  him,  and  he  was  obliged  to  kwic 
for  some  convenient  place  to  pass  the  rest 
of  the  night  in,  and  wait  till  tne  gate  was 
opened.  He  went  into  a  burial-place,  so 
6i>ack)us,  that  it  reached  from  the  city  to 
the  very  place  he  was  come  from.  He  ad- 
vanced to  some  high  walls,  which  enclosed 
a  small  field,  being  the  peculiar  burial-place 
of  a  family,  and  in  which  there  was  a  palm- 
tree.  There  was  an  infinite  number  ot 
other  particular  burial-places,  the  doors 
whereof  they  did  not  toke  care  to  fasteik 
Ganem,  finding  that  the  burial-plaee  where 
the  palm-tree  grew  was  open,  went  into  it 
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and  ^Dt  the  door  alter  him.  He  \n.y  Joirn 
on  the  gnUB,  and  did  all  he  could  to  slcen ; 
but  the  unftiuineFB  at  being  aheeiit  fniru 
home  tvould  not  |>ermii  hhu.  Ht;  i;ut  up, 
and  alter  hnving  p:i«ivd  before  ilm  duur 
Kvural  lirac*.  he  openeil  it,  without  luiow- 
ing  why,  aiul  i mined iiilcly  perceived  ut  a 
distance  a  hglit,  tvhlcJi  seemed  to  cuiim 
tonnrds  him.  He  nori  star'lcd  ut  tliiii 
nght,  put  to  the  door,  which  liaj  luiiliiiig 
to  tccure  it  but  a  latch,  aiul  gul  uii  us  liii^ 

Klie  could  to  the  top  ofttie  palm-tree ; 
iking  upon  Ihn.t  as  the  saCaal  rclreu4  under 
hie  ureeent  apprehciuioiu. 

No  sooner  waa  lie  got  ui>,  than  by  llie 
helpot  the  light,  whichhiid'riglitt:nedhirn, 
he  plniiily  perceived  three  men,  wluira,  by 
their  habit,  he  knew  to  be  sluvf>i,  come  icitu 
the  burinl-place.  One  of  theiu  weiJ  ibrc- 
mivt  with  n  lauthorn,  un[l  the  iwn  othen 
fbllnwcd  him,  bein;;  loailcd  vitli  u  chest, 
bet^vc^n  five  ^nil  six  ll-ct  long,  which  tlicy 
earrtcil  on  their  Ahnuldcrs.  Tlicy  net  il 
down,  and  tlicu  one  ol'  tlie  tlinv  t^Iuves  mid 
to  hi*  eommdcs,  BmUierii,  ifyou  willbuuJ- 
viied  by  nie,  wp  will  lc;ive  the  cheat  here, 
and  return  to  the  city.— No,  iio,  replied 
another,  thitt  is  not  cxeoutiiii.' ounnit^nsu'i. 
mAc.rt ;  itc  mny  huve  e^uise  lo  re|iuiit  ikiI 
doiiis  aa  we  were  coniniuiided.  Let  us 
batv  the  ehe^.  cince  we  sire  aa  enjoiiieil  to 
do.  Tlietworrthurslavesfimmlicd.  They 
besan  to  brenk  crouiid  with  the  lonU  ihey 
hnd  brmiirht  ii>r  that  puitm;.  When  lhi:V 
hnd  mii'leiideep  tri-iich,  Ihey  put  [hecbe'il 
mlo  il,  and  covered  it  Willi  ilii-  i-iuiliiliey 
had  taken  out ;  ilicn  departed,  uiid  niurii- 
ed  home. 

Ganem.  trim  from  the  lop  vC  Ihe  i«ilni- 
tree  had  lieiirl  evrrr  word  the  ^!lLVl■s  had 
qinken.  mulH  not  tirll  what  lo  think  uf  that 
adventun'.  He  roneludeil  that  the  cluiit 
miut  cnntuiii  Kimdliin^nl'viilne,  and  that 
the  uenoll  to  wluini  it  brlnnged  liiid  Mtan 
imrttcular  reanniK  Kit  euu«iiig  ji  to  lie  buritd 
m  that  ennetcry.  HunxolvcduuiueJiulcly 
lo  ma'wfy  hk  rnrtnuti',  cnmc  down  irom  the 


palm-tree,  the  departure  of  the  elaviea  na\ 
ni^  ilini)>a(ed  hin  fear,  and  fell  to  worli  upon 
tlie  pit,  plying  his  hands  and  feet  lo  mil, 
that  in  u  Hliori  time  he  uncovered  thechart, 
hut  liiuiid  it  n>eured  with  a.  great  lodlock. 
Tliia  new  ob^iacle  In  tlie  tstiHlyine  ol'  hii 
curiosity  waa  iiosmall  niortificntion  to  him, 
vel  lie  wan  nirt  diiicournseil ;  but  the  day 
beginning  tlieo  tu  apiiear,  he  law  Mveral 
great  |KJ)blea  about  tiie  burial-place.  He 
]>ickeii  out  oi]c.  with  which  he  easily  knock- 
ed offllieiiailkick,  and  tlien  with  iiiueli  im- 
IMiiieiice  upeited  the  clie»t.  Ganem  was 
strangely  KurpiWd,  wlient  insteail  ci  6od- 
iii^  money  in  it,  lie  diicovered  a  ymna  lady 
or  incomparable  beuaiy.  Her  fresh  and 
y  complexion,  nnd  her  gciiile  i«gular 
sithing,  Kalinlieil  him  she  w.ii  alive ;  but 
could  mil  eoiioeive  why,  ifi^he  wereoidy 
_  -uepk  Mlie  liad  not  waked  tit  ihe  noin  he 
maileiii  luroingoH'lliepaiilock.  Hcrhabtt 
wiiM  HI  fi>stly,  wilh  br.io'lcta  iitid  iiendanli 
of  diaiuwiilM,  anil  a  necklace  ol'  true  pearl, 
80  liiri;e,  that  lie  maile  not  the  leaat  doubl 
ul'  her  Iwing  one  nl'  llie  princijnl  InJiee 
idmut  the  court.  At  tlie  si^ht  ol  so  beauli- 
I'ul  an  object,  not  only  eonipasekiti  and  na- 
tural iiiclinntioii  to  relieve  iienuiiiiindanger, 
buldomelliing  more  poweiiiil, which  Ganem 
ciiuli  not  iheii  UGUoniit  liir,  jirevaileil  oa 
biin  to  allurd  that  young  beauty  all  the  —■ 
EUtaiici!  in  his  )iower. 

lie  Hrist  «hut  llm  gain  nfthe  burial-place 
whii'li  lliG  iplavert  liitd  leli  ntieii ;  then  t«- 
lurniiig.  iLtikliiu  lady  in  hi*  aniMOUt  uflhe 
I'lie^E,  luiil  laid  lierun  tlie  Mil  earth  he  had 
thnuvii  iilVihe  mini  elicil.  A«  toon  a»  the 
hidt  wds  laid  down,  and  exiKNed  lo  lh«air, 
xlie  Mu'i^zcd,  iinil  by  the  molKiii  in  tuniinf 
lier  lii'iul,  tU-i-e  caiiM  ihiiii  her  moulh  a 
liquor,  with  which  licr  Muinorii  seemed  to 
have  btieii  loaileil ;  then  o|icninK  ami  nib- 
bing lii:r  eves,  rlie  with  such  a  voine  a« 
charmutl  (i.nii'iu.  wlu>m  she  did  not  aec 
cried  out,  Zoluireb  BuMuii,  tiichagraai  Illar- 

S'nu,  Ciuului  SouGcar,   Nounxi   Nthar, 
a<.'ina|iM  Solii.  Nouzetiia  Zaman,  why  do 
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you  not  nmiwer  ?  wherft  arr  yon  1  Tli««» 
were  the  narnci*  oi"  wx  Ipin.ilp  fll.iw^.  that 
UK'!  tn  w:iit  mi  h(>r,  art«l  sif^mlmil.  Kiowor 
of  th«»  (»sirHf*n.  IV  in**!!  o|  l.'urul.  Snirur 
Cine.  LiL'ht  of  iln*  I )  ly,  .M"  nm?  Siar.  fin  I 
l>pli:^lii  of*  thi»  Sr:iMML    SIum*  i  li»  I  fhi-m. 


ami  now  felt  the  finii  artfickR  ot'  tL  It  had 
not  ho«Mi  in  hiR|inwt'r  to  lotik  lifMin  the  younf 
l:i  Iv  wittHiiit  mins^  ilax/.lm) ;  uiiil  fhn  un* 
L'ai<iiit*f«H  hn  lelt  at  loilowiuf;  the  muleteer 
:it  a  il-staiicr,  unit  the  ii*ar  loi4  anyaocident 
iiiiL")!!  !M|>|i«*n  Uv  thr  way.  thatKhoiild  ilo- 


and  wiiiiiIopnI  tM.it  itobiiiy  aiiswi*reil .  hni  |  prjvt*  h;ni  of  hi<  roiii|ijp:(t,  t;iii^hl  him  to 
at  lenjrth  Irml^in'ZniMMii. nnd  |>frroiviii(r«he  j  ij  irivi*l  Kb  fhou:rhi>.  It  wa^  an  extra- 
WJiJi  in  a  b»irial-|«I;iriv  ^h<- wti.a  ^i/t'i|  with  {  Dnluiarv  .•^itisliirrion  to  h:m.  when,  bern^ 
frnr.    What  I  cried  >h»».  much  loa  l«*r  titan  ■  :irnvi*i|  >jiiJ*  :ir  hnnii*.  he  s;iw  the  rhcst  iin- 

!fi.ii|f  I.  Ill'  di>inhM>il  the  muleteer,  and 
hiivMiff  caiiHiNl  a  idave.  to  uluit  the  doi>r  ot' 
h  -  li'iii-^v  ht' (>|M'iit'il  til**  rlitst,  hel|wil  the 


befop".  ar«»  the  d^-i-j  ri  -»'.!  ■'  !■»  thf  dav  oi' 
jii.l:^tiinit  roriie  f  Whiilawnnderlulrhan;;!' 
is  thi-*  !'n»m  evenin!r  tr>  irioriiinir  I 

(}  iii«*m  ttid  nm  think  tir  tn  ItMvethc  lady  i  U-iy  out.  ?ave  h«>r  hit  haml,  and  eondurteii 
any  lon^t*r  in  her  |H>ndrxitv.  tmr  ]in'Htf*nt(*d  Iht  tn  h!«a|»nrtnient  lamrntin:;  how  nnirh 
him'*»irI«Mi»r«»  her  with  -ill  |<*<>,ldi>  n'-iwi-r  i  -lii*  niu^t  have  e.idun*d  in  that  eiofle  Gotl- 
and in  theniivt  nMirtfriiH  inaniier.  Ma*  I  tiutviiivit.  IT  I  h.ivp  sutlercf),  wiid  Hhc,  I 
darn,  tviid  he,  I  am  ii'il  aiile  tDexpri'-^^  inv  liavr  ^.ifiAtartionixilfk'ii'nt  in  what  you  have 
jov  tor  liavin<^  hain>«*  '''*\  1 1  U*  hf  i»  i«i  do    done  liir  uie.  an  I  ui  tuc  pitiufure  ot'iieeing^ 


>'oii  the  »servir«»  I  havr  iloni*.  aniliiioriiT 
yon  all  the  awiHtanre  you  mav  ntand  in 
nvr*\  oi* under  vour  i»ri»«iMii  rirrum««tanr.«*^. 
InonhT  to  ner-su.iile  thi*  laijv  to  n»i"»**a 
ronti  \pnci*  in  aim,  h*r  in  fho  tlr*t  place.  toM 
her  who  he  W7t«.  and  what  aciv-lenl  had 
brou^rht  him  infi>  that  jilace.    Next  lie  nc- 


mv^iirout  ol'dantrtT. 

T.'iou'/h  iwinenr;!  apartment  was  verr 
rir'ilv  liiriii-thed.  the  ladv  diil  not  m  much 
n'L'^iril  thai  aH  nhe  did  the  handsome  pre* 
.<«Mier  nrnl  en!fii?in|r  mien  ot*  her  deli\'erer, 
wh<v4*  jioliteneM  and  abUffiii*:  behaviour 
heiirliTeiied  her  ernititude.    8hn  nit  down 


quaintPt)  h<*r  with  fh«'  coniinir  of  th^  thn-e  i>u  a  sola,  and  to  beirin  to  give  the  memhant 
slave*,  and  how  thry  ha  I  bini***!  tlio  rhe^-f.  i  to  underKtand  howseiifihle  phe  wa^uf  the 
The  lady,  who  had  covrred  ht»r  liter  with  service  di>iM*  her.  she  took  otl  her  veil.  Oa- 
her  v#»il  as  ft»on  as  <  ■  iiiem  aj-iw-ared  wa-  i  neni.  nn  hi«»  p;ir1.  wjt^neiiJildc  of  the  favour 
exirrmely  Ren-^ibU*  *A'  t'le  oMiiraiirMH  ^h** ;  ^i  Inwly  a  laiiv  ilid  iti  uiicoveririir  hcrfiice 
oweil  him.  I  rerurn  ihanl«  to  (aiHl,  caid  '  tn  )nm.  or  rattirr  iMt  tir  had  ainsitlyanvMl 
she.  lor  havinsr  wMit  ?=o  worthv  a  ikt-titi  aia    violent  iiny-iou  ll>r  lier.     Whatever  nbliini- 


tir  nweii  him,  he  thouirht   himself 
than  n^iuited  by  #)  MO'^ular  u  fa* 


tM>!lS 

ni«»ri' 

Vittl-. 

Tlir  lailv  diveil  into  Ganem^ii  thoiij^hts, 


aomrnjip  niiirhtT  it<i»  iii»tirefH'it.  and  iMkw 
m«».  whtrh  If  hi'rhlyciinrpriii»ni*»in  prevent. 
When  I  shall  U-  in  ynur  hoim^.  ]  will  lhw 
you  an  arrouDt  n!'  rny-4>!i',  and  in  tlit*  iin'an 


you  arf»  to  d*'livt»r  nv  from  ii»*at!i  l»nt  •iiiici' 
j'ou  have  b»»iriin  ?«»  chant; ihli*  a  work.  I 
coriMifp  yn\i  iiDt  to  livivf  it  irn|ii'rt»'«'t.  l-i«'t 
me  liojf  of  vnu  tfi  iffj  inti»  th«»  citv.  and  pr^»- 

vid(*  a  niMlrte«T.  to  come  with  hU  mule. '  yet  wa--  h«it  at  all  alarmnl.  iM-cauM!  he  up^ 
anil  r.'irrv  m»' to  yrtur  h«iti-«»  in  tliiseln»^i:  '  |M>nn*'l  very  n'*t»'ctt'ul.  Ilt»,  imti^ini;  tUto 
for.  slv>u!d  I  srnwith  vi»«i  on  liiot.  mv  dnv.^  niiL'ht  h  ivp  hcciikhiii  t<i  i*!!! .  und  not  wil- 
bemjT  dilR-rent  fn mi  tti.it  nf  the  cjiv  ladies. ;  lin-r  tn  tru-t  any  hut  himr^df  with  the  Ctire 

of'  enter^ainiuL'  so  charmniir  a  ffuest.  went 
out  With  a  ttlave  toaneatinir-hnuMMojfive 
direcrinni*  for  a  tnMt.  From  tiiener  lie 
went  ift  a  I'm  inn»r.  where  lie  choKe  tlie 
time  be  niviiirif  that  vou  havi*  nut  obli«;i'il  ,  tihp»«t  and  beM  I'niit ;  Imvine  aI-«  the  choi- 
an  un^nitnful  |ioi-Mifi.  ,  f«*4r  win**,  and  the  kiiik*  lire.id  ttiat  wiu 

IVton»  the  youmrmer^hint  l«*l)  tin*  Imlv.  ■  eat«»n  at  the  rahph'rf  table, 
h^  drew  thi*  chr-f  nut  nf  tin*  f»it.  whirh  he  .\-  --i-mi  a-.  h«  rPTun.ed  liome.  he.  with 
filled  up  xv'th  i»arih  la-d  \wr  ar-iin  in  th»» '  hi-  owti  hamU.  triadi*  a  pvraiiiidfit't  he  fruit 
ch«*M.  and-^hiiT  it  in  <u«'ha  nianpor.  that  it  he  ha  I  UMi^rhi.  and  iw'rMiii;  it  iif>  hiinmir 
dill  lint  Imik  a-  il'  the  i<i-l'»-\  liid  lioeii  tn  tip- lady  HI  .1  lanrr  diiiti  of  llir  fmei<t  chl- 
fnrrei!  off;  hut  tnr|i'a-of-»iHiii:rh«T.  h"d:il  iiii-wnr«*.  M  idam.  i^Uil  hr  Im  pk-a<n]  to 
not  put  It  •;tnte  rl'Kiv  NMvm'.'  nvira  !iir  the  miike  rfioic*'  of  i*inif  of  tln^  Irii  I,  wfnie  a 
air  I"  ::et  in.  <  it»i!i'r«»'r  •••'theliurial-phirp. "  more  Mt'idriiTertainniiMit  ai  li  inoreuiirthx 
h**  dn-.v  tlie  ii<^ir  at>i»r  Inni :  a"«l  !liecit%  '  \niir*' If  m  mad»»  reaijy.  Ilpwiiutd  fiave 
irate  Iwipir  thi"n  cij»«*fi.  ««in  i««uiil  wh.it  h'»  «*ontinue.!  ^itaiiilinr  U  li»rr  Iht.  but  i*he  de- 
»*»iiir'»t  t'v.  He  n**Mrneil  wth  ■«i'«*«'  I  iiitfit*  rl.irrd  -he  would  rM»t  tniirli  anv  thinif.  un- 
hii'itl  i»!  ice.  and  Jji'lpCil  thf  rnn*  ?e»'r  tn  |f-«  hi*  sit  down  Hl.A  eat  With  her.  He 
lay  tJti' rhr^t  ;irTiiB4  Iih  niu'^*  feline;  him  n>n**'e  I :  Mii>l  wh>*ii  ihf*y  f:ad  eaten  mnie 
tn  ri'nmve  all  i'aii«r»  ni' -iii-fU'' on.  ih'.t  ti*- -  •anidt   iiiaui'.*.  tf;iin»»n  iiii»4T\in!f  that  the 


nnve  all  i'aii«r»  ii|  -ti.tiii- on.  lint  lit- 
Ctim**  tn  that  ]dai'«'  th»»  injlii  U»tnri».  with 
aiH'ther  ruuliMiT.".  whn.  bfin^  m  h.L"«te  to 
r«*(uru  h'mie  h.nl  hiii!  down  the  chest  m 
th*»  !»uri.il-placr, 

Ciarieiii.  who.  •incehii'anH^'al  at  KaL'ihid. 
had  nnndcd  n<»thin!;  but  hi 4  bu^-inei^i  won 
itill  nnaeqi tainted  with  the  powered"  Invr. 


lady*-<  \i'il.  wnirh  iUip  laid  down  hv  fier  oa 
a  wifa.  u'lm  riiihnudered  aloti^  the  ed|^ 
witS  {foil  I  I'll  lettrric.  begnfed  her  lpa\'e  to 
[n\ii  on  that  embn»iiler\'.  Thi*  kidr  iinm^ 
d lately  tnrrk  up  the  veil,  and  drhvrfed  it  to 
him.  nitkin*  hini  whether  he  rouid  readi 
Madam,  rrplied  he,  with  a  nodm  lur,  • 
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and  ihot  the  door  alter  him.    He  liiytlown 

on  the  gmw,  and  did  all  he  could  to  sleep ; 
but  the  uneasJne^a  at  being  :iIigcjiI  from 
home  would  not  perraii  liiiii._  He  got  up, 
and  alter  having  pnj^sej  beibre  the  dour 
wvenil  limis,  lie  opened  it,  ivilhout  kjiow- 
ingwhy,  aivi  immeiluiel)' perceived  ui  a 
diEtnncc  a  light,  ivliidi  seemed  tu  coniu 
towards  him.  He  was  »tar"!eii  at  that 
■ight,  put  to  the  dixir,  ivliich  liad  iiuthiiig 
to  secure  it  but  a  liitrli,  and  got  up  as  \hit 
ft!  he  coiilJ  lo  the  lop  of  tKe  pnlm-lrce ; 
nohing  upon  that  as  the  safest  relreut  under 
hi*  ureee  utapprchetuioiis. 

No  sooner  wa-i  he  got  up,  than  by  the 
help  of  the  light,  wtiichnadlrightened  hill), 
he  plainly  pereeived  three  men.  ivhom,  by 
their  hiibit,  he  knrw  lo  be  slaves,  cnuie  Into 
the  buriiil-plare.  One  uC  them  weiil  tbre- 
mrut  with  a  laiithorn,  and  the  tw)  others 
fbllowcd  him,  bcin^  loaded  wilh  a  clustt, 
between  (ivc  and  six  Icct  long,  which  tlicy 
citrricd  on  their  i<hr>uldert>.  They  eel  il 
dunm,  and  then  one  of  tlie  three  i^tave^  said 
to  hi"  romradis,  Ilroiher»,  ifyou  will  be  ad- 
vised by  me,  we  \rill  leave  tlw  chcBt  iiere, 
and  return  to  the  city.— No,  no,  replied 
Knolher,  tliat  is  ihiI  rxecuiinif  our  mit4rKw'ij 
orders  ;  wc  ni.ny  l):ive  ciiiLie  In  rc]iciit  ml 
dmiiEE  as  we  vretv  conimatuled.  Let  w 
bury  the  rhtvi,  sinctf  u-e  arc  so  eiioijie<l  to 
da  Tlie  two  other  elaVMeuniiilieil.  Tlutv 
be^n  to  hrvnV  ground  wilh  Ihe  loiilrf  llicy 
hajt  bmii^ht  liir  that  pu^]>'U(^  ^V|^'ntlll:y 
had  mil  lea  deep  trench,  tlie.vpulllii'olic'st 
into  it,  and  covurril  it  with  thi'  ciuih  ihey 
hftd  taken  out ;  then  dep^Litud,  uiid  K'tuni- 
ed  linnic 

Gnneni.  who  from  the  top  of  thi;  i«ilni- 
trce  had  hcuni  everv  wind  the  r^ijivi-i!  liad 
■rnken,  could  not  ti-11  what  In  tliiiikorUial 
adventure.  He  oraicluded  tlml  Ihk;  chest 
most  contain  ti>n)iihi[i^  ofv-iliie,  and  that 
the  (lerKHi  to  whnin  itU-longed  had  tuuic 
|«irticulnr  rcaFons  tiir  cilU^:iIlf  il  to  be  burii-d 
in  thfit  cemetery.  He  n»)!rcd  tiume Jiulcly 
to  ■niid)'  hi*  rttrtfwity,  came  down  iWmi  ' 


gi-eat  I  lei 


palm-tree,  the  departure  oTthe  slaTca  nav 
mg  di«|iated  hia  fear,  and  fell  to  urork  upon 
the  ini,  plying  liie  liands  and  feet  to  weD, 
that  in  H  hliofL  time  he  uncovered  tlw  chest, 
hut  ti>iiiid  it  Micured  with  a  great  padlock. 
Tliis  new  ulistiicle  to  tlie  stuialying  (^  hv 
curioaily  iv^ia  iiosinall  niorlificatioti  lo  hia, 
'  lie  was  not  discoumgecl ;  but  tiw  dar 
iiig  ilieii  tu  appear,  be  mw  Kmsl 
lieubles  about  the  burial-place.  Ht 
I  one,  with  which  he  eiwily  knock- 

__ _  i«dk«;k,  and  then  wilh  niucbim- 

liatieiice  u)eiied  the  che^.  Gnnein  >M 
straiigelvsurpiiRed,  when,  instead  od' God- 
"  '  "  '"  '"  jojuahdr 

_._ _  rrresfiiad 

roity  complexion,  and  iier  gentle  lefuhr 
breathing,  salialied  liim  slw  wa*  alive ;  ha 
lie  could  nut  omceivewhr,  it'shewneanlT 
ui^lei^Pk  slie  liad  not  wuktMl  at  the  now  be 
niudii  in  tureinEoH'ihe padlock.  Herlukil 
iv;iM  so  costly,  with  braccleta  aiid  V^i"^ 
ut' diiunuiiilH,  anil  a  neeldaceoif  Irutpw. 
ijo  IiU'Ke,  tluit  he  maile  not  the  leaAanU 
of  her  being  one  of  Ihe  priitciml  tadW 
about  the  ciiurt.  At  tlie  sight  ol  to  beanli- 
tul  an  ubiect.  not  oidy  compassion  and  M 

biitoo 


ooulil  not  llieii  accoinil  lor,  prevnikd  « 
liiiD  luallbnl  ituit  young  beauty  ail  (he  I* 
nttnnco  in  lut  iwwer. 

lie  lirat  iihut  liic  gale  oTthe  burial-plKC 
which  llie  bIiivu^  had  Icllopen;  thenn- 
turning,  ti Ilk  tlie  Irnly  in  Ilia  annsouiuTibc 
rhe-4,  luid  laid  heron  the  mlt  earth  he  hid 
ihiiiwnoli'Ihetviiddic^t.  As  soon  ni  tbt 
lady  wiM  laid  ilown.  and  exposed  to  ibetir 
itlii;  siuH^xcd,  uiul  by  Ihe  aiolioii  in  lumuig 
lier  head,  tlu-n!  cjime  linni  lier  mouui  a 
liquor,  with  wjiich  her  »IomHru  leemoi  w 
huvuk'en  loitilcil-,  tticn  otieniii?anilrut>- 
hing  lier  ejis,  she  with  such  ii  vmre  a. 


wlioi 


crinl  out,  Zolioi-eb  Bo«tan,  bclnigram  Mir- 

S'ai\  CaMthiM  Snuccar,   Nourou   Nihar, 
agiiiHIOd  FSohi.  Nou7eloa  Zaman.  why  io 
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ytmnot  nrwwer?  whero  are  yoii  7  Tliwe 
were  the  name:*  ot'  rIx  fhn:\lc  slaveft.  that 
unefl  to  wait  on  hor,  aii<l  si^nifiei!,  Flower 
of  the  Garden,  Bnuirh  o!  Coral.  Sn^ar 
Cane,  Lii^htof  the  I):iy,  Mornin?  Slar,  an  I 
Delight  of  the  So:i!?on.  She  cnlled  them. 
ami  wondered  that  nohoily  anitwcretl ;  but 
at  length  looking  about,  arid  jjerrri  vin»  ?he 
waa  in  a  burial-jilare,  phe  w-.isscizw!  with 
fear.  Wiiat !  crie<1  t^he,  much  lou.ler  than 
before,  are  the  dead  ni  .sPil  i  U  fho  diiy  ot* 
juilijinent  come  ?  What  a  wonderful  change 
IB  this  from  eveninsr  to  inornin? ! 

Gaiiem  did  not  think  tit  to  leave  the  lady 
any  tenser  in  her  ix*ri)lexity.  but  prenentoH 
himseir before  her  witli  all  j possible  re:«|H»(*t, 
and  in  themof>t  courteouji  matmer.  Ma- 
dam, said  he,  I  am  not  nble  lo  ex  prow*  my 
joy  for  having  hapncncd  to  be  here  to  do 
you  the  service  I  nave  done,  and  to  orier 
>*ou  all  the  a<«iifltancc  yon  may  stand  in 
need  of  under  your  present  rircumrtances. 

In  onler  to  persuade  the  lady  to  rei»oiie  a 
confiiience  in  him,  he.  in  the  Hi^t  place,  told 
her  who  he  was,  and  what  arc h lent  had 
brought  him  into  that  place.    Next  he  nc- 

S tainted  her  with  the  comini^  of  the  three 
aves,  and  how  they  had  bnneti  the  chest. 
The  lady,  who  had  covered  her  face  with 
her  veil  its  soon  as  Ganem  anpeare*!,  was 
extremely  sensible  of  the  obi igar ions  che 
owed  him.  I  return  thanks  to  Got  I,  paid 
■he,  for  havinsT  sent  so  worthy  a  iwraon  as 
you  are  to  deliver  me  from  d<»ath,  out  sinrt» 
you  have  beijun  so  charitable  a  work,  I 
conjure  you  not  to  leave  it  im)»erlect.  Let 
me  beg  of  you  to  go  into  the  citv,  and  p!t>- 
vide  a  muleteer,  to  come  with  his  mule, 
und  carrv  me  to  j-our  hoase  in  this  chest; 
for.  should  I  <ro  with  vou  on  loot,  my  dress 
being  different  from  that  o^  the  city  ladies, 
oome  one  miicht  take  notice  of  it,  and  follow 
me,  which  it  hisrhly  concerns  me  to  prevent. 
When  I  shall  be  in  your  house,  I  will  srive 
yt>u  an  account  of  my  self;  and  in  the  mean 
time  be  assured  that  >'ou  have  lUH  obliged 
an  un^tetul  pernon. 

Betore  the  young  merchant  lel\  the  lady, 
he  drew  the  chest  out  of  the  pit.  which  iie 
filleil  up  with  earth,  laiil  her  a?ain  in  the 
che*!t,  and  shut  it  in  such  a  njanner.  that  it 
did  not  look  a:^  if  the  p:id!o4*k  had  been 
forced  off;  but  for  fear  of  stitiiii*^  hor,  he  did 
not  put  it  quit**  cl()ef*e,  leavinir  room  tor  the 
air  to  iret  in.  (loingout  of  thr  burial-plnce, 
he  drew  the  door  at>er  him :  and  the  city 
gate  being  then  open,  soon  lound  what  he 
sousrht  tor.  He  returnetl  with  :*i»ee:l  lothe 
burial  placo.  and  hp||H'd  the  niuN'teer  to 
lay  the  chest  acrop-*  hiw  mule,  telling  him. 
to  remove  all  cause  of  j^usnirion.  that  he 
came  to  that  place  the  ni»lit  before,  with 
another  nuilett*er.  who,  being  in  haste  to 
return  home,  had  laid  dowii  the  chest  in 
the  burial-place. 

Ganem,  who,  since  his  arri^'al  at  Bagdad, 
had  minded  nothing  but  \m  businewi,  was 
•till  unacquainted  with  the  poti'er  of  love, 


and  now  folt  the  first  attacks  of*  tL  It  had 
not  been  in  his  inwer  to  look  u|K)n  the  young 
lady  without  hieing  daz'/le<);  and  the  un- 
easiness ho  felt  at  following  the  muleteer 
lit  a  distance,  and  the  tear  lest  any  accident 
mi^lit  hapiN^n  hv  the  way,  that  should  de- 
prive him  of  his  conquest,  t;iuglit  him  to 
u'iravol  hs  thoui^ht^s.  It  was  an  extra- 
onlinary  satisfaction  to  him,  when,  being 
arrivetl  sale  at  home,  he  s;iw  the  chest  un- 
ioiided.  He  disini:w«*d  the  muleteer,  and 
having  caused  a  slave  to  shut  the  door  ot' 
\\\ii  houst;,  he  o)N.Mu;d  the  cliist,  helped  the 
ia'iy  out.  gave  her  hia  haml,  and  conducted 
her  to  hi-'  apartment,  lamenting  how  much 
'-'he  niu^  have  endured  in  thsit  close  con- 
fhiement.  If  I  have  su tiered,  said  she,  I 
have  Silt  islaction sufficient  hi  what  you  have 
done  lor  me,  an  I  in  the  pleasure  of  seeing 
mi-self  out  of  danger. 

^Though  Gsinem's  apartment  was  vcrv 
rk;hly  furnished,  the  Imly  diii  not  so  much 
regard  that  as  she  did  the  handsome  pre- 
sence and  engaging  mien  of  her  deliverer, 
whose  ]x)litenem  and  obliging  bchavknir 
heightened  her  grtititude.  Sho  sat  down 
on  a  solii.  and  to  begin  to  eive  the  merchant 
to  understand  how  sensible  she  was  of  tfie 
service  doin;  her,  she  took  offher  veil.  Ga- 
nem. on  his  p;irt,  was  sensible  of  the  favour 
so  hively  a  lady  did  in  uncmTring  her  face 
to  him,  or  mther  felt  he  had  already  a  most 
violent  passion  for  her.  Whatex^er  obliga- 
tions she  owed  him,  he  thought  hinriself 
mort;  than  requited  by  so  lingular  a  fa- 
vour. 

The  lady  dive<l  into  Ganem's  thoughts, 
yet  was  not  at  all  alarnie«i.  bec4iusc  he  ap- 
I)ean»d  very  respt«ttul.  He,  judging  she 
might  have  oc-casion  to  eat,  and  not  wil* 
ling  to  trust  any  but  himself  with  the  care 
of  entertaining  so  charming  a  guest,  went 
out  with  a  slave  to  an  eating-house,  to  give 
ilirectrans  for  a  treat.  From  tlionce  fie 
went  to  a  truiten*r,  where  lie  chotrc  the 
finest  ami  best  fruit ;  buying  al'^o  the  choi- 
cest ^vine.  and  the  eanie  brciul  that  was 
eaten  at  the  caliph's  table. 

As  six>n  its  he  returned  home,  he,  with 
his  own  hands,  made  a  p\Tamid  of  the  fruit 
he  bait  bought,  and  ser\'in^  it  un  himscir 
to  tht>  lady  in  a  lanre  dish  ot  the  finest  chi- 
na-ware. Madam,  said  he.  bo.  pleased  to 
make  choice  of  some  of  tlii<«  tiruit,  while  a 
more  solid  entertainment,  and  more  worthy 
x-oursi'lf  is  made  read  V.  He  would  have 
continued  stanrling  lielorc  her,  but  she  de* 
dared  she  would  not  touch  any  tiling,  un- 
le-v  he  Kit  '{own  and  eat  with  lier.  He 
obeyed ;  and  when  thev  had  eaten  some 
^mall  matter.  Ganem  ot)ser\'ing  that  the 
lady's  \ieil.  which  she  laid  down  bv  her  on 
a  sofa,  was  emliroidered  along  the  edge 
with  golilen  letters,  bcggcil  her  leave  to 
bok  on  that  embroidery.  The  lady  imme* 
diately  took  up  the  veil,  and  delivered  it  lo 
him,  asking  him  whether  he  could  read. 
Madam,  replied  he,  with  a 
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cnercliatit  would  be  ill  oualified  to  manage 
hit  busineHi  it*  he  could  not  at  least  read 
and  write.  Well,  then,  nid  abe,  read  the 
woitW  which  are  embroidered  on  that  veil, 
which  gives  mean  opportunity ol* telling 
you  my  story. 

Ganem  took  the  veil,  and  rqfui  these 
wordi^  '  I  am  yours,  and  you  are  mine, 
thou  descendant  from  the  prophet's  uncle/ 
That  descendant  from  the  prophet's  uncle 
was  the  caliph  Haroun  Alraschid,  who 
then  reigned,  and  was  descended  Irom  Ab- 
bas. Mahomet's  uncl& 

When  Ganem  perceived  the  meaning  of 
these  words,  Alas !  madam,  said  he  in  a 
melancholy  tone,  I  have  just  saved  your 
life,  and  this  writing  is  my  death !  I  do  not 
comprehend  all  the  mystery ;  but  it  con- 
vinces me  I  am  the  mopt  unfortunate  of 
men.  Pairdon,  madam,  the  Wberiy  I  take 
of  telling  you  tliis.  It  was  impossible  ibr 
mo  to  see  you  without  giving  you  my  heart 
You  are  not  ignorant  yourself,  that  it  was 
not  in  my  power  to  reiuse  it  you.  and  that 
makes  my  presumpckm  excusable.  I  pro- 
posed to  myself  to  touch  your  heart  by  my 
respectful  oehavknir,  my  care^  my  complai- 
saoce,  my  asskluity,  my  submission,  my  con- 
stancy ;  and  no  sooner  had  I  ibrmea  the 
fkittering  design,  than  I  am  robbed  of  ail 
my  hopes.  I  cannot  long  survive  so  great 
a  misiortune.  But  be  that  as  it  will,  I 
shall  have  the  sati8ractk>noi' dying  entirely 
yours.  Proceed,  madam,  I  coniure  you, 
and  give  me  fuU  inlbrmatkm  of  my  un- 
happy fate. 

He  could  not  utter  those  words  without 
lettinj^  fall  some  tears.  The  lady  was  mo- 
ved, but  was  so  far  from  being  displeased 
at  the  declaration  he  made,  that  she  felt 
secret  joy ;  for  her  heart  began  to  yield. 
However,  she  concealed  it,  and  as  if  she 
had  not  regarded  .  what  Ganem  said,  I 
i^uld  have  been  very  cautious,  answered 
she,  of  showing  you  my  veil,  had  I  thought 
it  would  have  given  you  so  much  uneasi- 
ness; and  I  do  not  perceive  that  what  I 
have  to  say  to  you  can  make  jrour  conditkm 
so  deplorable  as  you  imagine. 

You  must  understand,  proceeded  she.  in 
order  to  acquaint  you  with  my  story,  that 
my  name  is  Fetnah  (which  signifies  tor- 
mentB,)  which  was  given  me  at  my  birth, 
because  it  was  judged  that  the  sight  of  me 
would  one  day  occaskm  many  calamities. 
You  cannot  be  a  stranger  to  it,  since  tliere 
M  nobody  in  Bagdad  but  knows  that  the 
caliph  Haroun  Alraschid,  my  sovereign 
kad  and  yours,  had  a  favourite  so  calletl. 

I  was  carried  into  his  palace  in  my  ten- 
derest  years,  and  I  have  been  brougnt  up 
there  with  all  the  care  that  is  usual!  y  taken 
with  such  persons  of  my  sex  as  are  aestined 
Id  reside  there.  I  made  no  little  progress 
in  all  they  took  the  pains  to  teach  me ;  and 
that,  witn  some  share  of  beauty,  gained 
me  the  afiectkmof  the  caliph,  who  ukHted 
me  a  parti6iilari4)artrottit  ad  joining  to  bii 


own.  That  prince  was  not  satisfied  with 
such  a  mark  of  distinctkxi ;  ho  appointed 
twenty  women  to  wait  on  me,  arui  as  mai^ 
eunuchs ;  and  ever  since  he  has  made  ma 
such  considerable  presents,  that  I  saw  mjr» 
self  richer  than  any  queen  in  the  world. 
You  may  judge  by  what  I  have  nid,  Uml 
Zobeide,  the  caliph's  wife  and  kinswoman, 
could  not  but  be  jealous  of  my  happinesi. 
Though  Haroun  has  all  the  regara  ima- 
ginable for  her,  slie  has  taken  every  possi- 
ble opportunity  to  ruin  me. 

Hitherto  I  had  secured  myself  against  all 
her  snares,  hut  at  length  1  fell  under  the 
last  efibrt  of  her  jealousy,  and,  were  it  not 
for  you,  I  hail  now  been  exunscd  to  inevita- 
ble death.  I  quest  k)n  not  but  she  had  cor- 
rupted one  of  my  slaves,  who  last  nighty  in 
some  lemonade,  gave  me  a  drag,  which 
causes  such  a  dead  sleep,  that  it  is  easy  to 
dispone  of  those  who  have  taken  it;  for  that 
sleep  is  so  profound,  that  nothinr  can  dispd 
it  for  the  space  of  seven  or  eight  boors.  I 
have  the  more  reason  to  judge  fo»  because 
naturally  I  am  a  very  bad  sleeper,  and  apt 
to  wake  at  the  least  noi^e. 

Zobekie,  the  better  to  put  her  design  ia 
ezecutHHi,  has  laki  hold  of  the  opportornQr 
of  the  absence  of  the  caliph,  who  went 
lately  to  put  himself  at  tlie  n^id  of  his 
troops,  to  chastise  some  neighbouring  kiofi^ 
who  have  formed  a  league  to  make  war 
on  him.  Were  it  not  for  this  opportunity, 
my  rival,  outrageous  as  she  is,  dunl  aol 
have  oresumed  to  attempt  any  thin^  agaiul 
my  life.  I  know  not  what  she  will  do  to 
conceal  this  actkm  from  the  caliph,  botyoa 
see  it  highly  concerns  me  that  you  should 
keep  my  secret  My  life  depends  oo  it 
I  shall  be  safe  in  your  house,  as  long  as  the 
caliph  is  from  Eog dad.  It  concerns  yoa 
to  keep  my  adventure  private ;  for  shoiikl 
Zobeide  know  the  obfigatioii  I  owe  yoiL 
she  would  punish  you  Tor  having  mmL 
me. 

When  the  caliph  returns  I  shall  not  ned 
to  be  80  much  upon  my  guard.  I  iliali 
find  means  to  acquaint  nim  with  all  that 
has  happened,  and  I  am  fiilly  persuaded 
he  will  be  more  earnest  than  myself  lo  re- 
quite a  servke  which  restores  me  to  hii 
love. 

As  soon  as  Haroun  Alrasehid's  beautiful 
favourite  had  done  speaking.Ganem  begaiL 
and  said.  Madam,  l  return  you  a  tKni—mii 
thanks  for  having  given  me  the  inSorma- 
tKHi  I  took  the  liberty  to  desire  of  you ;  and 
I  beg  of  you  to  believe,  that  you  are  here  hi 
safety ;  the  Bcntimeiits  you  have  iospirad 
in  me  are  a  pledge  of  my  secrecy. 

As  for  my  slaves,  I  own  there  is  cause  to 
suspect  them;  they  may  perhaps  foil  of  the 
fidelity  they  owe  me,  should  thev  know  by 
what  accident,  and  in  what  pmoe  I  hud 
the  happiness  to  find  you ;  but  it  is  impos- 
sible they  should  fuess  at  that  Nay,  I 
dare  assure  you,  that  they  will  not  have 
the  curioaty  to  inquire  afler  it    It  is  so  na- 
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Mral  for  yoxutg  (nen  to  purohiMe  beautirul 
•lave-i,  that  it  will  be  no  wav  ■nrpritunf  to 
ihem  to  iee  vou  here,  as  believing  you  to 
be  one,  and  that  I  have  bought  yuu.  They 
will  abo  believe  that  I  lind  tome  particular 
reasoM  for  bringing  you  home  ai  they  «iw 
I  did.  Set  ypxxT  heart,  therefore,  at  rest, 
at  to  tliat  point,  and  remain  satislied  that 
you  ahali  oe  ■er\'ed  with  all  the  respect 
that  is  due  to  the  favourite  of  ao  great  a 
monarch  as  oun  is.  But  how  great  so- 
ever he  is,  give  me  leave,  madam,  to  de- 
clare, that  nothing  will  be  capable  of  ma- 
king me  recall  the  present  I  have  made 
g>u  ol*  my  hearL  I  know,  and  shall  never 
rret.  that  '  what  belongs  to  the  roaster  is 
fbroidaen  to  the  slave,'  but  I  loved  you  b»- 
ibre  you  told  me  that  ;rou  were  engaged  to 
the  caliph;  it  is  not  m  my  power  to  over- 
come a  passion  which,  though  now  in  its 
infancy,  has  all  the  force  ofalove  strength- 
ened by  a  perfect  correspondence.  I  wish 
your  au^ist  and  most  fortunate  lover  may 
avenge  you  of  the  malice  of  2k>beide,  by 
calling  you  back  to  him:  and  when  yoa 
shall  be  reistored  to  his  wisheA.  that  you  may 
remember  the  unfortunate  Ganem,  who  is 
no  leds  your  conquest  than  the  cahph. 
Powerful  OS  that  nrince  is,  I  flatter  myticif 
be  will  not  be  able  to  blot  me  out  of  your 
remembrance.  He  cannot  love  you  nKxre 
passranately  than  I  do  \  and  I  shall  never 
cease  to  sigh  for  you,  into  whatever  pcutof 
the  workl Igo to  expire,  nfler  having  lost 
you. 

Fetnah  perceived  thatGanem  was  nnder 
the  greatest  of  afllictjons,  and  it  affected 
her ;  but  considering  the  uneasiness  she 
was  likely  to  bring  uix>n  herself,  by  prose- 
cuting the  diBCourae  upon  that  subject, 
which  might  insensibly  lead  her  to  discover 
the  inclinatwn  she  fblt  in  herself  for  him ; 
I  perceive,  said  she,  that  this  conversation 
gives  you  too  much  uneasineai;  let  us 
chanffc  the  discourse,  and  talk  of  the  infi- 
nite obligation  1  owe  you.  I  can  never  suf- 
ficiently express  my  satisfaction,  when  I 
reflect  that,  without  your  assistanoic,  I 
should  never  again  have  behekl  the  light 
of  the  sun. 

It  was  happy  for  them  both  that  some- 
body just  then  knocked  at  the  door :  Ga- 
nem went  to  see  who  it  was,  and  found  it 
waii  one  of  his  slaves,  to  acquaint  him  that 
the  entertainment  was  ready.  Ganem,  who 
by  way  of  precautk>n,  would  have  none  of 
hjs  slaves  come  into  the  room  where  Fet- 
nah was,  took  what  was  brought,  and  serv- 
ed it  up  himself  to  his  beautiful  guest, 
>hoae  soul  was  ravished  to  behold  what 
attention  he  paid  her. 

When  they  hail  eaten,  Ganem  took  awa^ 
as  he  covered  the  table ;  and  having  deli- 
vered all  things  at  the  chamber-door  to  his 
■laves,  Madam,  paid  he  to  Fetnah,  >*ou  may 
now  |)erhapf  desire  to  take  some  rest ;  I  will 
leave  you,  and  when  you  ha\x  reposed 
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yourself,  you  shall  find  me  ready  to  receive 
your  commands. 

Having  spoken  these  words,  be  lefl  her, 
and  went  to  purchase  two  women-elaves. 
He  also  bought  two  oarcels,  one  of  fine 
linen,  and  the  other  of^  all  such  things  as 
were  pnper  to  make  up  a  toilet  fit  ibr  the 
caliph^s  favourite.  Having  conducted  home 
the  two  women-slaves,  he  presented  then 
to  Fetnah,  saying,  Madam,  a  person  of  your 
quality  cannot  be  without  two  waiting 
maids,  at  least,  to  serve  you;  bepleeeodto 
accept  of  these. 

Fetnah  admiring  Ganem's  attentkxi,  Iff 
lord,  said  she.  I  perceive  you  art  not  one 
that  will  do  things  by  halves:  you  add  by 
your  courtesy,  to  the  oblintkMM  I  owe  yoo 
already :  but  I  hope  I  shall  not  die  ungrate- 
ful, and  that  Heaven  will  soon  put  me  into 
a  condition  to  return  all  your  acta  of  geo^ 
rosity. 

When  the  women-slaves  weie  withdrawn 
into  a  chamber  a4ioining,  where  the  jroung 
merchant  sent  them,  he  sat  down  on  tbe 
sofa  where  Fetnah  was,  but  at  some  dia- 
tance  from  her,  in  token  of  the  greater  re- 
spect He  then  began  again  to  discourse 
of  his  passion,  and  said  very  moving  thinga 
on  the  invincible  obstacles  which  robbed 
him  of  ail  his  hopes.  I  dare  not  so  much 
as  hope,  saki  he.  by  my  passien.  to  excite 
the  least  sensibility  in  a  neart  like  yours, 
destined  for  the  greatest  prince  in  the  world. 
Alas !  it  would  oe  a  comfort  to  me  in  my 
misfortunes,  if  I  could  flatter  myself  that 
you  have  not  looked  upon  rhe  excess  ot'my 
love  with  indifference.  My  lord,  antwereo 
Fetnah— Alas !  madam,  said  Ganem,  in- 
terrupting her  at  tlie  word  k)rd,  this  is  the 
second  time  you  have  done  me  the  honour 
to  call  me  lord :  the  presence  of  the  women- 
slaves  hindered  mc  the  first  time  fh)m  tak- 
ing notice  of  it  to  yoa :  in  the  name  of 
God,  madam,  do  not  give  me  thk  title  of 
honour;  itdoosnotbelong  tome:  treat  me. 
I  beseech  you,  as  your  slave :  I  am.  and 
shall  never  cease  to  be  so. 

No,  no,  replied  Fetnah,  interrupting  him 
in  her  turn,  I  shall  be  cautkms  how  Itreet 
after  that  manner  a  man  to  whom  I  owe 
my  life.  I  should  be  ungrateful,  could  I  nj 
or  do  any  thing  that  did  not  become  yoa. 
Leave  me,  therefore,  to  follow  the  dictates 
of  no*  gratitude,  and  do  not  require  it  of  me 
that  I  mi^)ehavo  myself  towards  70U,  m 
return  for  the  benefits  f  have  received.  I 
shall  never  be  guiltv  of  it ;  I  am  too  seonhle 
of  vour  respectful  behaviour  to  abutt  il ; 
and  I  will  not  hesitate  to  own,  that  I  de 
not  look  upon  all  your  care  with  iodiP 
ference.  Vou  know  the  reasons  that  ooD- 
demn  me  to  silence. 

Ganem  was  ravished  at  that  declaratmif; 
he  wept  for  joy,  and  not  being  able  to  find 
expresHons  significant  eoougfi,  in  his  own 
gpmion.  to  return  Fetnah  thanka  was  satis- 
fied with  tsUing  her,  that  as  she  knew  what 
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she  ow«d  to  (he  caliph,  he,  on  his  part,  vraa 
not  ignorant  that  '  what  belongs  to  the 
mai^r  up  Ibrbiilden  to  the  servant.' 

Night  drawing  on,  ho  roue  up  to  Rstch  a 
liglit,  which  be  brought  in  himself,  as  also 
some  collation,  as  is  the  custom  in  the  citj  of 
Bagdad,  where,  having  made  a  good  meal 
at  noon,  they  passed  the  evening  with  eating 
some  fruit,  and  drinking  a  giass  of  wine, 
an '.  agreeable  conversation  t3l  bed-time. 

They  both  sat  down  at  table,  and  at  first 
eomphmenied  each  other  on  the  fruit  as 
they  presenteil  it  reciprocally.  1*he  excel- 
lency of  the  wine  inseiudbly  drew  them  both 
on  to  drink ;  and  having  drank  two  or  three 

glasses,  they  agreed  that  neither  should 
ike  another  glass  without  singing  some 
air  first.  Granem  sung  verses  he  composed 
ertemporCt  expressive  of  the  vehemence 
of  hk  pasion ;  and  Fctnah.  encouraged  by 
his  example,  composed  ana  sung  verses  re- 
lating to  her  adventure,  and  always  con- 
taining something  which  Ganem  might 
take  in  a  sense  favourable  to  him ;  except 
this,  die  most  exactly  observed  the  fidelity 
due  to  the  caliph.  The  collation  held  till 
very  late,  and  the  night  was  for  advanced 
before  they  thought  of  parting.  Gfanem 
then  withdrew  to  another  apeutment,  leav- 
ing Feinah  where  she  was,  the  women- 
slaves  he  had  bought  coming  in  to  wait 
upon  her. 

Thev  lived  together  afler  this  manner 
several  days.  The  young  merchant  went 
not  abroaa,  unless  upon  business  of  the  ut- 
most consequence,  and  even  for  that  took 
the  time  when  the  lady  was  at  her  rest ;  for 
he  could  not  prevail  upon  himself  to  lose  a 
moment  that  might  be  spent  in  her  com- 


,  culties,  and  knew  not  where  to  fix.  Tliere 
lived  with  her  an  ancient  lady,  who  had 
bred  her  up  from  her  infancy.  As  non  nn 
it  was  day  she  sent  for  her,  and  having  en- 
trusted her  with  the  secret,  said.  My  gooil 
mother,  you  have  always  assisted  me  with 
}'our  advice ;  if  ever  I  stood  in  need  of  it,  it 
IS  no%v,  when  the  business  before  yoa  is  tn 
still  my  thoughts,  distracted  by  a  mortal 
anxiety,  and  to  show  me  mne  way  to  sati*- 
iy  the  caliph. 

My  dear  mistress,  replied  the  old  tnnnan, 
it  hGui  been  much  hetter  not  to  have  run 
yourself  into  the  difficulties  yob  labour 
under ;  but  since  the  thing  is  done,  the  bent 
is  to  say  no  more  of  it  All  that  must  now 
be  thought  of  is  how  to  deceive  the  com- 
mander of  the  believers  •  and  I  am  of  opi- 


no  less  afTectKMi  for  him  tlian  he  had  for 
her.  However,  fond  as  they  were  of  each 
other,  their  respect  tor  the  caliph  kept  them 
within  due  bounds,  which  still  heightened 
their  passion. 

Whilst  Fetnah,  thus  snatohed  from  the 
3awB  of  death,  passed  her  time  so  agreeably 
with  Ganem,  Zobeide  was  not  withmit 
some  apprehensmm  in  Haroun  Alraschid's 
palace. 

No  sooner  had  the  three  slaves,  entrusted 
with  the  executk>n  of  her  revenge,  carried 
away  tlie  chest,  without  knowing  what  was 
in  it,  or  having  the  least  curiosity  to  in- 
quire into  it  (as  being  used  to  pay  a  blind 
obedience  to  her  commands),  than  she  was 
seised  with  a  tormenting  uneasiness :  a 
thousand  uerplexin^  thoughts  disturbed 
her  rest ;  sieep  fled  from  her  eyes,  and  she 
spent  the  night  in  contriving  how  to  con- 
ceal her  crime.  My  consort,  said  she,  k)ves 
Fetnah  more  than  ever  he  dkl  any  of  his 
favourites.  What  shall  I  say  to  hun  at  his 
return,  when  he  inquires  of  me  afW  her? 
Many  contrivances  occured  to  her,  but  none 
were  satisfactory.    Still  she  met  with  diffi- 


ycausea  wooilen 
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ruon,  that  you  immediate 
image  resembling  a  dead 
We  will  shroud  it  up  in  o 
shut  up  in  a  coffin,  it  shall  be  buried  in 
some  part  of  the  palace ;  then  shall  you 
immediately  cAUfie  a  marble  monument  to 
be  built,  in  the  form  of  a  dome,  over  the 
burial-place,  and  erect  a  figure,  which  shall 
be  covered  with  n  black  cloth,  aind  set  about 
with  great  candlesticks  and  large  wax  tar 
pers.  There  is  another  thing,  added  the 
old  lady,  which  ou^ht  not  to  m  forgot :  you 
must  put  on  mourmng,  and  caufse  the  same 
to  be  done  by  all  your  own  and  Fetnah^ 
women,  yoar  eunuchs,  and  all  the  offieen 
of  the  palace.  When  the  caliph  returm, 
and  sees  you  all  and  the  palace  in  moura- 
ing,  he  will  not  fail  to  ask  the  occasion  of 
it  Then  will  you  have  an  opportunKy  oTin- 
sinuating  yourself  into  his  favour,  by  sayiw 
it  was  out  of  respect  to  him  that  you  pan 
the  last  honours  to  Fetnah,  snatched  away 
by  sudden  death.  You  may  tell  him  yoa 
have  caused  a  mausoleum  to  be  built  and 
in  short,  that  you  have  paid  all  the  last 
honours  to  his  favourite,  as  he  would  have 
done  himself  had  he  been  present  His 
passkm  for  her  beinf  cxtraordinnry.  he  will 
certainly  go  to  shed  tears  upon  her  frave: 
and  perhaps,  added  the  old  woman.  Be  will 
not  believe  she  is  really  dead.  He  mar, 
perhaps,  suspect  you  have  turned  her  oat 
of  the  palace  through  jealousy,  and  Mi 
upon  all  the  mourning  as  an -artifice  to  de- 
ceive him,  and  prevent  his  making  search 
ailer  her.  it  is  likely  he  will  cause  the 
coffin  to  be  taken  up  and  opened,  and  it  it 
certain  he  will  be  convinced  of  her  death, 
as  soon  as  he  tihall  wee  the  figure  of  a  dead 
body  buried.  He  will  be  pleased  with  all 
you  shall  have  done,  and  express  his  CTati- 
tude.  As  for  the  wooden  image,  f  will 
undertake  to  have  it  cut  myself  by  a  cantr 
in  the  city,  who  shall  not  kiww  what  we  it 
is  to  be  put  to.  As  for  >tN]r  part,  madam, 
order  Fctnah's  woman,  who  yesteniaygaTe 
her  the  lemonade,  to  give  <Nit,  among  her 
compankms,  that  she  has  just  fbund  her 
mistress  desid  m  her  bed :  and  to  the  end 
that  they  may  only  think  of  lamanting. 
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without  oflferinff  to  go  into  h«r  chamber, 
let  her  add,  me  hai  already  aequainlea 
vou  with  it,  and  that  vou  nave  ordered 
Mefnnir  to  cauie  her  to  be  buried. 

Am  aoon  as  the  old  lady  had  vpoken  these 
worda  Zobeide  took  a  rieh  diamond  rin; 
out  of  her  cadcet,  and  patting  it  on  her 
finger,  and  embracing  her  in  a  transport  of 
joy,  said.  How  infinitely  am  I  beholden  to 

E,  my  good  mother!  I  ehould  never 
e  thought  oTso  ingenious  a  contrivance, 
annot  fiUl  of  success,  and  I  begin  to  re* 
cover  my  peace  of  mind.  I  leave  the  care 
of  the  wooden  6pue  to  jrou,  and  will  go 
mi^eirto  cnler  the  rest 

The  wooden  image  was  got  readr  with 
as  much  expedition  ae  2k)beide  could  have 
wis)ie(l,and  then  conveyed  by  tlie  old  lady 
heiseir  into  Fetnah's  bed-chamber,  where 
she  dresKd  it  like  a  dead  body,  arid  put  it 
into  a  coffin.  Then  Mesrour,  who  was  him- 
self deceived  by  it,  caused  the  coffin  and 
the  repretientauon  of'  Fetnah  to  be  carried 
away , and  buried  with  the  usual  ceremonies, 
in  the  place  appointed  by  Zobeide,  the  ia- 
vourite'a  women  weeping  and  lamenting, 
she  who  had  given  her  the  lemonade  set- 
ting them  an  example  by  her  cries  and 
liowlings. 

That  very  day  Zobeide  sent  for  the  archi- 
tect of  the  palace  and  of  the  caliph's  other 
houses,  and.  accordiiur  to  the  orders  he 
received  from  her,  the  mausoleum  was 
finished  in  a  very  short  time.  Such  potent 
princesses  as  the  consort  of  a  monarch, 
whose  power  extended  from  east  to  went, 
are  always  punctually  obeyed  in  whatao- 
ever  they  command.  She  soon  put  on 
mourning  with  all  the  court ;  so  that  the 
news  of  Petnah'to  death  was  quickly  spread 
all  over  the  city. 

Ganeni  was  one  of  the  last  who  heard  of 
it,  lor,  as  I  have  before  observed,  he  hardly 
ever  went  abroad.  Being,  however,  at 
length  informed  of  it.  Madam,  said  he  to 
the  caliph's  lair  favourite,  you  are  believed 
in  Bagdail  to  be  dead,  and  I  do  not  question 
but  that  Zobeide  herself  believes  it  I  bless 
Heaven  tliat  I  am  the  cause,  and  tlie  happy 
witness  of  your  being  alive :  and  would  to 
God,  that,  taking  the  advantage  of  this  false 
rpport,  yoa  would  share  my  fortune,  and 
go  Ciur  from  lience  to  reign  in  my  heart! 
But  whitlier  doeii  this  pleasiiuf  tnuisport 
rarry  me  ?  I  do  not  consider  tiiat  you  ore 
boni  to  make  the  greatest  prince  in  the 
world  happy ;  and  Uiat  only  Haroun  AU 
rarichid  is  worthy  of  you.  Suppoeiiig  you 
C4uild  ropolve  lo  give  him  up  lor  me,  and 
till!  I  you  woukl  fmlow  nie,  ought  I  to  con- 
wiit  to  it  1  No,  it  is  my  part  {uwa>'8  to  re- 
mo  nilier.  that '  what  bekiugn  to  the  masier 
m  Ibrbidden  to  the  slave.' 

The  k)vely  Fetnah,  though  moved  bv  the 
tenderness  of  the  poaskMi  he  expressed,  vet 
nrevuiled  with  heraell'not  to  answer  iL  My 
lonl.  said  she  to  liim,  we  cannot  obstniot 
Zobcide's  triumphing.  I  am  not  at  ^sur- 


prised at  the  artifice  she  oMdne  nee  of  Id 
conceal  her  guilt:  but  let  her  go  on;  Iflatf 
ter  myself  tint  sorrow  will  soon  follow  her 
triumph.  The  caliph  will  return,  and  wo 
shall  find  the  means  privately  to  infbnn 
him  ofall  that  has  happened.  Inthemeaii 
time,  let  us  be  more  cautkius  than  ever,  that 
she  may  not  know  I  am  aUve.  1  have  al 
ready  told  you  the  consequences. 

At  the  end  of  three  months  the  ealiph 
returned  to  Baf^dad  withjriory,  having 
vanqukfaed  all  his  enemies.  Heenleredtfafl 
palace  with  impatience  to  see  Fetnah»  and 
to  lay  all  his  new  laurels  at  her  feet;  but 
was  amazed  to  see  all  the  offieen  he  had 
lefl  behind  him  in  mourning.  He  was 
struck  without  knowing  the  cause ;  and  his 
concern  was  redoubled,  when  coining  into 
the  apartment  of  Zobeide^  he  espieJ  that 
princess  coming  to  meet  him  in  mouraing, 
with  all  her  women.  He  immediately  asked 
her  the  cause  of  it  with  much  agitatkin. 
Cknnmander  of  the  believers,  answered  Zc^ 
beide,  I  am  in  mouminff  for  vour  slave  Fet-» 
nah;  who  died  so  suddenly,  that  it  was 
impossible  to  apply  anv  remedy  for  her  di^ 
temper.  She  would  nave  proceeded,  boi 
the  caliph  did  not  give  her  time,  being  so 
surprised  at  the  news,  that  he  cried  out,  and 
fainted  in  the  arms  of*  €Hafar,  his  grand  vi- 
zier, who  attended  him.  But  soon  recover* 
ing  himseltl  he  with  a  feeble  voice,  which 
sufficiently  expresMd  his  extreme  giW*,  ask- 
ed where  nis  dear  Fetnah  had  beni  buried. 
Sir,  said  Zobeide,  I  myself  took  care  of  her 
funeral,  and  spared  no  cost  to  make  it  mag^ 
nificent.  I  have  caused  a  marble  mauso;* 
leum  to  be  built  over  her  grave,  and  will 
attend  you  thither,  if  you  &are  it. 

The  caliph  would  not  permit  Zobeide  ta 
take  that  trouble,  but  contented  himself  to 
have  Mesroor  conduct  him.  He  wemtli^ 
ther  just  as  he  was,  that  is.  in  his  camp 
dresi.  When  he  saw  the  ngure  covered 
with  a  black  cfoth,  the  wax  lights  imind  it, 
and  the  magnificence  of  the  raausoleuni« 
he  was  amazed  that  Zobeide  should  have 
performed  the  obeeauies  of  her  rival  with 
so  much  pomp ;  and  being  naturallv  oi'  a 
jealous  tempcnr,  he  suspected  his  wife's  geo- 
erositv,  and  fended  his  mistress  mkht  per- 
haps be  yet  alive :  that  Zobeide,  takmff  the 
advantage  of  his  kmg  absence,  might  iiave 
turned  her  out  of  the  palace,  ordenng  those 
she  had  entnisted  to  conduct  her,  to  ooo- 
vey  lier  so  fiu*  ofi'  that  she  might  never 
more  be  heard  ofl  This  was  all  he  eus- 
pected;  for  he  did  not  think  Zobeide  wiek* 
ed  enough  lo  have  attempted  the  life  of  his 
fevoiirite. 

The  beUer  td  discover  the  (mth  himseU; 
this  prince  ordered  the  figure  lo  be  remov- 
ed, and  caused  the  grave  and  the  coffin  to 
be  opened  in  his  presenoe;  but  when  he 
saw  the  linen  wrapped  round  the  wooden 
image,  he  durst  not  proceed  any  farther. 
This  reUgiouB  cahph  thought  it  wookl  be 
an  irreli^raiaeltoeuflerthe  body  of  the 
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dndladrtobetoiiehM:  and  this  sorapu- 
\om  fear  prevailed  over  hii  love  and  cari' 
OHty.  He  doubted  not  of*  Fetnah's  death. 
Heeaueed  the  coflin  to  be  shut  up  again, 
the  gmve  to  be  filled,  and  the  figure  to  be 
placed  as  it  was  before. 

The  caliph,  thinkinr  himself  oblig;ed  to 
paj  aome  reapeet  to  the  tomb  of  hn  fa- 
vourite, sent  for  the  ministera  of  religion, 
(ha  offioen  of  the  palace,  and  the  readers 
of  the  Koran ;  and,  whiht  the/  were  col* 
lectins  together^  he  remained  m  the  mau- 
aoleum,  moistening  with  his  tears  the  earth 
that  covered  the  phantom  of  his  mistress. 
When  all  the  persons  he  had  sent  for  were 
eome,  he  stood  before  the  figure,  and  they 
about  it  recited  long  prayers ;  after  which, 
tlie  readersof  the  Koran  read  several  chap- 


The  same  ceremony  was  performed  eve- 
tf  day  for  a  whole  month,  morning  and 
evening,  the  caliph  being  always  present, 
with  GHafar  thegrand  vizier,  and  the  prin- 
cipal officers  ofue  court,  all  of  them  in 
mourning,  as  well  as  the  caliph  himself, 
who  all  the  time  ceased  not  to  honour  the 
BMmoryof  Fetiisth  with  his  tears,  and  would 
net  hear  of  any  business. 

The  last  day  of  the  month,  the  pravers 
and  reading  of  the  Koran  lasted  from 
morning  till  break  of  day  the  next  mom- 
ioff ;  and  at  length,  when  all  was  done,  eve- 
If  man  returned  home.  Haroun  Alraa- 
ehid,  being  tired  with  sitting:  up  so  long, 
went  to  take  some  rest  in  his  apartment, 
and  fell  asleep  on  a  sofa,  between  two  of  the 
oourt  ladies,  one  of  them  sitting  at  the  bed's 
bead,  and  tho  other  at  the  feet,  who,  whilst 
he  slept,  were  working  some  embroidery, 
and  observed  a  profound  silence. 

She  who  sat  at  the  bed's  head,  and  whose 
name  was  Nouron-Nihar  (that  is.  Dawn  of 
the  Day ,)  perceiving  the  caliph  was  asleep, 
whispered  to  the  other,  called  Nef  matos 
Sohi  (signifTing  Morning-Star,)  There  is 
great  news!  The  commander  of  the  be- 
lievers, our  master,  will  be  overjoyed  when 
he  awakes,  and  hears  what  I  nave  to  tell 
him:  Fetniah  is  iKit  dead ;  she  is  in  perfect 
health.  O  heavens  !  cried  Morning-Star, 
in  a  transport  of  joy,  is  it  possible  that  the 
beautiful,  the  charming,  the  inooro parable 
Fetnah,  should  be  still  among  the  living  ? 
Bfoming  Star  uttered  thcfie  words  with  so 
mueh  vivacity,  and  so  load,  that  the  caliph 
awaked.  He  asked  why  they  had  disturb- 
ed his  rest?  Alas!  my  sovereign  k>rd,  an- 
swered Mominc-Star,  pardon  me  this  indis- 
eretfon  -,  I  eoulanot  without  transport  hear 
that  Fetnah  is  still  alive :  it  caused  such 
emotkm  in  me,  that  I  could  not  conceal  it. 
What  then  is  become  of  her.  said  the  ca- 
liph, If  she  is  not  dead  ?  Chief  of  the  be- 
lievers, replied  Dawnof  the  Dtiy  ,1  this  even- 
ing received  a  note,  not  signed,  from  a 
person  unknown,  but  written  with  Fetnah's 
own  hand,  who  gi\*es  me  an  account  of  her 
melancholy  adventure,  an<l  orderi  me  to 


acquaint  you  with  lu  I  thooght  fit,  beftrt 
I  fulfilled  my  commisrion,  to  let  you  taba 
some  few  moments'  rest,  believing  yoa  most 
stand  in  needof  it,after^n(Mirfatiri]e;  and-* 
Give  me  that  note,  said  the  caliph,  inter- 
rupting her  eagerly ;  you  were  wrong  lo 
defer aeliveringit  to  me. 

Dawn  of  the  Day  immediately  presented 
to  him  the  note,  whk;h  he  opeined  with 
much  impatience,  and  in  it  Fetnah  gave  a 
particular  account  of  all  that  had  belallen 
her,  but  enlarged  a  little  too  much  on  the 
care  Ganem  toiok  of  her.  The  caliph,  who 
was  naturally  jealous,  instead  of  bemg  pro- 
voked at  the  inhumanity  of  Zobeide,  waa 
more  concerned  at  the  infidelity  be  fiuicied 
Fetnah  had  been  guilty  of  towards  him. 
Is  it  so?  said  he,  after  reading  the  note; 
the  perfidious  wretch  has  been  Smr  months 
with  a  young  merchant,  and  haa  the  ef- 
frontery to  boast  of  his  attentkxi  to  her. 
Thirty  dayn  are  past  since  my  return  to 
Bagdad,  and  she  now  bethinks  herself  of 
seruling-  me  news  of  herself.  Ungrateful 
creature !  whilst  I  spend  the  days  in  be- 
wailing her,  she  pasMs  them  in  betraying 
me.  Go  to ;  let  us  take  vengeance  of  a 
false  woman,  and  that  bold  youth  who  aP 
fronts  me.  Having  spoken  these  wordi^ 
that  prince  rose  up,  and  went  into  a  great 
hall  where  he  used  to  appear  in  public,  and 
give  audience  to  the  great  men  of  his  coorL 
The  first  gate  was  opened,  and  inynedi- 
ately  all  the  courtiers,  who  were  waiting 
without,  entered.  The  grand  vizier  came 
in,  cmd  prostrated  himeelr  before  the  throne 
the  caliph  sat  on.  Then  rising,  he  stood 
before  his  master,  who,  in  a  tone  which 
denoted  he  would  be  instantly  obeyed,  asJd 
to  him,  Giafar,  jrour  presence  is  requiate 
for  putting  in  executbn  an  important  aflbir 
I  am  about  to  commit  to  you.  Take  four 
hundred  men  of  my  guards  ak>n«^  with 
▼ou,  and  first  inquire  where  a  merchant  of 
Damascus  lives,  whoee  name  is  Ganera, 
the  son  of  Avoub.  When  you  have  learnt 
it,  repair  to  his  house,  and  cauee  it  to  be 
razed  to  the  foundatnn  ;  but  first  lecure 
Ganem,  and  bring  him  hither,  with  roy 
skive  Fetnah,  who  has  lived  with  him 
these  four  months.  I  will  puniah  her.  and 
make  an  example  of  that  insolent  man. 
who  has  presumed  to  fait  in  respect  to  roe. 

The  grand  vizier  having  received  tliii 
positive  command,  made  a  low  bow  to  the 
caliph,  having  his  hand  on  hit  head,  in 
token  that  he  would  rather  lose  it  than  dis- 
obey him,  and  departed.  The  first  thing 
he  aid  was  to  send  to  the  syndic  of  the  deaP 
ers  in  foreign  stufft  and  fine  silks  for  the 
new  ones  bought  of  Ganem.  with  strict  or- 
ders, above  all  things,  to  find  out  the  itreet 
and  house  he  lived  in.  The  officer  he  Kot 
with  these  ordem  brought  him  back  word, 
that  he  had  scarce  been  seen  for  socae 
months,  and  no  man  knew  what  could 
keep  him  at  home,  if  he  was  there.  The 
sameoffMMir  likewise  told  Giafiu-  where  Ga- 
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Uvad,  and  the  name  ofthe  widow  ¥^ 
bad  let  him  the  home. 

Upon  thk  ezaet  inibnnation.  that  minic* 
ler,  without  losinff  time,  marched  with  the 
eoldien  the  caliph  had  ordered  him  to  take, 
went  tf»  the  judj^  of  the  police,  whom  he 
eamed  to  bear  him  company,  and  attended 
bjr  a  ignmi  number  of  carpenten  and  ma- 
noi,  with  the  neeeonry  tools  for  rasing  a 
houie.  came  to  that  where  Qanem  lived ; 
and  finding  it  itood  single,  he  posted  his 
aoldiers  round  it,  to  prevent  the  young  mer- 
chant^ making  his  escape. 

Fetnah  andGanem  had  just  dined :  the 
lady  was  sitting  at  a  window  next  the  street ; 
hearing  a  noise,  she  looked  out  through  the 
lattice,  and  seeing  the  grand  vizier  draw 
near,  with  all  his  attendants,  she  concluded 
she  was  ttKir  object  as  well  as  Ganem.  She 
perceived  her  note  had  been  received,  but 
had  not  expected  such  on  answer,  having 
hoped  that  the  caliph  would  have  taken 
the  matter  in  a  different  light  She  knew 
not  how  long  that  prince  had  been  come 
home;  and  though  she  was  acquainted 
with  his  jealous  temper,  yet  she  appre- 
hended nothing,  on  that  account  How- 
ever, the  sight  of  the  grand  vizier  and  the 
aoldiers  made  lier  tremble,  not  indeed  lor 
heneir,  but  for  Gunem ;  slie  did  not  ques- 
tion clearing  heraelf,  proyiiled  the  caliph 
would  but  hear  her.  Ah  for  Goneni,  whom 
■he  loved  leta  out  of  gratitude  than  incli- 
natioo,  she  plainly  foresaw  tliat  his  incens- 
ed rival  would  see,  and  might,  be  apt  to 
condemn  him.  u|)on  account  ol*  his  youth 
and  person.  Full  of  tliat  t lioug ht,  she  turn- 
ed to  the  yuung  nierchant,  :uiu  said,  Alas ! 
Ganein,  we  are  undone !  it  is  you  and  I 
that  are  sought  atler.  He  preaently  looked 
through  the  lattice,  aivl  was  seized  with 
dread  when  he  beheld  the  caliph^  guards, 
with  their  naked  uciniitarB,  and  the  grand 
vizier,  with  tlie  civil  magistrate,  at  the 
hean  of  tliem.  At  that  sigTu  he  stood  mo- 
tionless, and  had  not  power  to  utter  one 
word.  Ganem,  said  the  liivouritc,  tliere  is 
no  time  10  be  lost :  if  you  fove  me,  put  on 
the  habit  of  one  of  >'our  sin  vch  immediately, 
and  daub  your  luce  and  arms  with  soot  ;^- 
then  put  some  of  thedc  dishes  on  your  head, 
you  may  be  taken  ibr  a  servant  belonging 
to  the  eating-lKiuse,  aiul  they  will  let  you 
paas.  If  tliey  hapixsn  to  a«k  >'ou  where  tlie 
mameroj'the  liousc  ie,  answer,  without  any 
hesitation,  tliat  he  is  within.  Ahis!  ma- 
dam, an^were^  (vaneoi,  lo«8  roncerned  for 
hiniArelf  than  for  Fetnah,  you  only  take  care 
oi'  me — what  will  become  ot'you  ?  Let  not 
tiiat  tiDuble  you,  replied  Fetnah ;  it  i»  my 
port  to  look  to  that  As  iur  what  you  leave 
m  this  lioose,  I  will  take  care  ot*  it,  and  I 
hope  ii  will  be  one  day  faithfully  restored 
to  you.  when  tlie  caliph's  anger  shall  be 
ovtr  i  but  do  you  avoid  hi<i  tury.  The 
orders  he  gives  in  the  heat  ol*  passfon  are 
always  fatal.  The  young  mercliant'sainic- 
twn  was  to  great,  that  he  knew  not  what 
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eoum  to  fix  upon,  and  would  ccrtamly 
havesofiered  himself  to  have  been  seized 
by  the  caliph's  soldiera,  had  not  Fetnah 
pressed  him  to  disguise  himself.  He  sub- 
mitted to  her  persuasions,  put  on  the  halMit 
of  a  slave,  daubed  hiniseff  with  soot ;  and 
it  waa  high  time,  for  they  were  knocking 
at  the  door,  and  all  they  could  do  was  to 
embrace  each  other  tenderly.  They  were 
both  80  overwhelmed  with  sorrow,  that  they 
could  not  utter  one  word.  Thus  tliey 
parted.  Ganem  went  out  with  some  duhes 
on  hk  head  ;  he  was  taken  for  the  ser\'ant 
of  an  eating  house,  and  nobody  olTered  to 
stop  him.  On  tlie  contrary,  tlie  grand 
vizier,  who  was  the  fint  that  met  him,  gave 
way  and  let  him  pass,  little  thinking  that 
he  was  the  man  he  looked  for.  Those  who 
were  behind  the  grand  vizier  made  way  as 
he  had  (fone.  and  thus  favouretl  his  escape. 
He  got  speedily  to  one  of  the  city  gates»  and 
so  clear  away. 

Whilst  he  was  making  the  best  of  his 
way  from  the  grand  vizier  Gialar,  that 
minister  came  into  the  room  where  Fetnah 
was  sitting  on  a  sola,  and  where  there  were 
many  chests  full  of  Ganem's  cfothes,  and 
of  the  money  he  liad  made  of  his  goods. 

As  soon  OS  Fetnaii  saw  the  grand  vizier 
come  into  the  room,  she  fell  flat  on  her  face, 
and  continuinff  in  that  posture,  as  it  were, 
ready  to  nx'^ive  lier  deatli,  My  lord,  said 
she,  I  am  ready  to  undergo  the  sentence 
i)as£ted  against  me  by  thecommaitder  of  the 
believers :  you  need  onlv  make  it  known  to 
me.  Madam,  answerea  Giafar,  foiling  also 
down  till  she  had  raised  herself  God  forbid 
any  man  should  presume  to  lay  profone 
hands  on  you.  I  do  not  intend  to  ofier  you 
the  least  harm.  I  have  no  farther  orders 
than  to  entreat  you  will  be  pleased  to  go 
with  me  to  the  palace,  and  to  condiKt  you 
thither,  with  the  merchant  that  lives  in 
this  house.  My  lord,  r^otied  the  favoiuite, 
let  us  go;  I  am  ready  to  lolfow  you.  As  for 
the  young  merchant,  to  whom  I  am  indebted 
for  my  Ule,  he  is  not  here ;  he  has  been 
gone  about  a  month  f^ince  to  Damascus, 
whither  his  business  called  him,  and  he  has 
led  these  cheats  you  see  under  my  care  till 
he  returns.  I  conjure  you  to  cause  them 
to  be  carried  to  tlie  nakice,  and  order  them 
to  be  secured,  that  1  may  perform  the  pnv 
mii!e  I  made  him  to  take  all  possible  care 
of  them. 

You  sliall  be  obeyed,  said  Gialar ;  and 
immediately  sent  for  porters,  whom  he  com  • 
manded  to  take  up  the  chests,  and  carry 
them  to  Mcsrour. 

As  soon  afithe  portent  were  gone,  he  whi^ 
pered  the  ci\il  magistrate,  committing  to 
him  the  c«u%  ol' seeing  the  house  razedrbut 
first  to  cauiic  diligent  search  to  be  made  for 
Ganem,  whoy  lie  suspected,  might  be  hid, 
not  witlidanding  what  Fetnah  liud  told  him. 
Then  he  went  out,  taking  this  young  lady 
with  him,  attended  by  the  two  slaves  that 
waited  on  her.  As  for  Ganem^s  slaves^  thcv 
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were  ntt  re^fardeA;  ther  mn  in  among  the 
crowd,  and  it  wai  not  known  what  became 
of  them. 

No  ■ooner  ww  GHafar  out  of  the  honee, 
Chan  the  maiooi  and  earpentera  be^an  to 
rase  it,  and  did  their  buaim  vefleotually, 
that,  in  a  few  honri,  none  of  it  remained. 
But  the  eiril  mafiitraie,  not  finding  Ga- 
nem,  after  the  itnctest  search,  sent  to  ac- 
qoaint  the  gTBnd  visier  with  it,  beibre  that 
miniiter  reached  the  iwlaoe.  Well,  said 
Haroun  Alraeohid,  seeing:  him  come  into 
his  closet,  have  you  executed  my  orders  ? 
Yes,  sir,  answered  GKafar ;  the  house  Ga- 
nem  lived  in  is  levelled  with  the  ground, 
and  I  have  brought  you  your  favourite  Pet- 
nah ;  At  is  at  your  closet  door,  and  I  will 
call  lier  in,  if  vou  command  me.  As  for 
the  jToungmercnant  we  could  not  find  him. 
thou^  every  place  has  been  searohed ;  and 
Fetimh  afiirms  that  he  has  been  gone  a 
month  to  Damascus. 

Never  was  any  man  in  such  a  paanon  as 
the  caliph,  when  he  heard  thatGanem  had 
made  his  escape.  As  for  his  fiivourite.  be- 
ing possessed  that  she  had  been  false  to  him, 
he  would  neither  see  nor  speak  to  her. 
Mevour,  said  he  to  the  c-hief  of  the  mmuehs, 
who  was  then  present,  taloe  tlie  ungrateful, 
the  perfidious  Fetnah.  and  go  shut  her  up 
IB  the  dark  tower.  That  tower  was  within 
the  precinct  of  the  palace,  and  commonly 
Mrved  as  a  prison  tor  the  favourites  who 
any  way  oflended  the  caliph. 

Mesrour  being  used  to  execute  his  sove- 
reign^ orders,  tnough  never  so  urijust^  with- 
<mi  making  any  answer,  obeyed  this  with 
•ome  reluctance.  He  signified  his  concern 
to  Fetnah.  who  was  the  more  grieved  at  it, 
because  she  had  rccla>iied  that  the  caliph 
would  not  reruse  to  speak  to  her.  She  was 
obliged  to  submit  to  her  hard  fate,  and  to 
ibllow  Mesrour.  who  conducted  her  to  the 
4hurk  tower,  and  there  lefl  her. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  enraged  caliph  dis- 
missed his  grand  vizier,  and^only  hearken- 
ing to  his  passion,  writ  the  following  letter 
With  his  own  hand  to  the  king  of  Syria  Jiis 
cousin  and  tributary  who  resided  at  Da- 
mascus:— 

TV  Letter  from  the  Caliph  Haroun  Al- 
raschid  to  Mohammed  Zinebi^  King  of 
Syria^ 

'Cousin, 
'  This  letter  is  to  inform  jrou,  that  a  mer- 
chant ofDamascus,  whose  name  is  Granem, 
the  son  of  Abou  Ayoub,  has  seduced  the 
most  amiable  of  my  women  slaves,  called 
Fetnah,  and  is  fled.  It  is  my  will,  that 
when  you  have  read  my  letter,  you  cause 
search  to  be  made  for  Ganem,  and  secure 
him.  When  he  is  in  your  power,  }'ou  shall 
cause  hin.  to  be  loaded  with  irons,  and,  for 
three  days  succe8sivel:r>  let  him  receive  fifly 
strokes  with  a  bull's  przzle.  Then  let  him 
be  led  through  all  parts  of  the  cRy,  with  a 


crier,  crying.  This  is  tha  smalleik  pooBk^ 
inent  the  commander  of  the  betteiwa  » 
fliets  on  him  that  ofiends  hk  kvd,  aod  d^ 
bauohes  one  of  his  slaves.  Aftnr  that,  jFtm 
shall  send  him  to  me  under  a  straqg  ffom. 
It  is  my  will  that  you  cause  his  faooKtn  ha 
plundmd ;  and  when  it  shall  be  nund, 
order  the  materials  to  be  carried  out  of  the 
oit/  into  the  middle  of  the  plafaL 
this,  if  he  has  father,  mother,  siiti 
daughters,  or  other  kindred,  caost  ,.,.-. 
be  stripped ;  and  when  they  are  naked, 
pose  tnem  three  days  to  the  wfaolo  city, 
forbidding  any  person,  on  pain  of  death,  to 
aflbrd  them  any  shelter.  I  expect  you  wil 
without  delay  execute  my  oommaad. 

'  Haroun  Alraschid.' 

The  caliph  having  wntten  tliia  letter, 
sent  it  awav  by  an  expresa  ordering  hiai 
to  make  all  possible  speed,  and  to  take 
pigeons  ak)ng  with  him,  that  he  micht  the 
sooner  hear  what  had  been  done  \ff  Mo- 
hammed Zinebi. 

The  pij^eons  of  Bagdad  have  this 
liar  quality,  that,  though  they  be  et 
never  so  far,  they  return  to  Bagdad  aoi 
as  they  are  turned  loose,  especiaUT  when 
they  have  younff  ones.  A  letter  roiled  vp 
is  made  fast  under  their  wing,  and  hy  thet 
means,  advice  is  speedilv  reoeivoa  fiea 
such  places  as  it  ia  diesired. 

The  caliph's  courier  traveled  iright  end 
day,  as  his  roaster's  impatience  required-. 
and  being  come  to  Damascus,  went  lure^ 
to  king  Zinebi's  palace,  who  sat  upon  Int 
throne  to  receive  the  caliph's  letter.  The 
courier  having  delivered  it^  Mohammed, 
k)oking  upon  it,  and  knowing  the  hand, 
stood  up  to  show  his  respect,  lossed  the  let- 
ter, and  laid  it  on  his  head,  to  deoole  he 
was  ready  submisBively  to  obey  the  orden 
contained  in  it  He  opened  it,  and  having 
read  it,  immediately  descended  frooi  lus 
throne,  and.  without  losing  time,  mounted 
on  horseback,  with  the  pnncipal  officers  of 
his  houaehola.  He  also  sent  for  the  dvil 
magistrate,  who  came  to  him ;  and  then  he 
went  directly  to  Ganem's  house,  atlended 
by  all  his  guards. 
That  young  merchant's  nK>ther  had  never 
heard  or  received  any  letter  from  him  sinee 
he  lefl  Damascus ;  but  the  other  merchams 
with  whom  he  ^vent  to  Bagdad  were  re- 
turned, and  all  of  them  tolciher  they  had 
lefl  her  son  in  perfect  health.  However. 
seeing  he  did  not  return  himself!  and  ne- 
glecting to  write,  the  tender  mother  eouU 
not  but  oe  persuaded  that  he  vthb  doid,  and 
^vas  so  fully  convinced  of  it  in  her  imap- 
natk>n,  that  she  went  into  moummg.  SKe 
bewailed  Granem  as  if  she  had  seen  him 
die,  and  had  herself  closed  his  eycB;  never 
mother  expressed  greater  sorrow :  and  so 
far  was  she  from  seeking  any  comfort,  that 
she  delighted  in  indulging  her  sorrow.  She 
caused  a  dome  to  be  Duut  in  the  middle  ol 
the  court  bekmging  to  her  house,  in  wWeh 
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dw  ptaeed  a  figure  reprofentinff  her  ion, 
and  eovvred  it  with  black  ekith.  She  spent 
the  greatert  part  of  the  da)^!  and  nights  in 
weephig  under  that  dome,  as  it*  her  son  had 
been  buried  there ;  the  beaut ii'ul  Alcolomb, 
orRaTisherof  Hearts,her  dau«;hter,  bore  her 
company,  and  mixed  her  teara  with  hers. 

It  wai  now  nome  time  since  they  had 
thus  devoted  themselves  to  sorrow,  and 
since  the  neighbourhood,  hearing  their  cries 
and  tamentatnns,  pitied  such  tender  rela- 
tions, when  king  Mohammed  Zinebi  knock- 
ed at  the  door,  which  being  opened  by  a 
slave  belonging  to  the  family,  he  went 
briskly  into  l3ie  house,  inquiring  for  Granem, 
the  son  of  Abou  Ayoub. 

Though  the  slave  had  never  seen  king 
Zinebi^  she  easily  guessed  by  his  retinue 
that  this  must  be  one  of  the  principal  offi- 
cers in  Damascus.  My  k>rd,  said  she,  that 
Ghmem  you  inquire  for  is  dead ;  my  mis- 
tres,  his  mother,  is  in  that  monument  you 
see  there,  actuuly  lamenting  the  loss  of 
him.  The  king,  not  regarding  what  was 
said  by  the  slave,  caused  all  the  house  to 
be  diOgentJy'  searched  by  his  guards  for 
Ganem.  Tjien  he  advanced  towards  the 
monument,  where  he  saw  the  mother  and 
daughter  sitting  on  a  mat  by  the  figure 
which  represented  Ganem,  and  their  laces 
appeared  to  him  bathed  in  tears.  These 
poor  women  immediately  veiled  themselves 
as  soon  as  tliev  beheld  a  man  at  the  door 
of  the  dome ;  out  the  mother,  knowing  the 
king  of  Damascus,  got  up,  and  ran  to  cast 
herself  at  his  feet.  My  good  lady,  said  he, 
I  was  k»king  for  your  son  Ghinem ;  is  he 
here?  Alas!  sir,  cried  the  mother,  it  is  a 
long  time  since  he  has  ceased  to  be ;  would 
to  God  I  had  at  least  put  him  into  his  coffin 
with  my  own  hands,  and  hod  the  comlbrt 
of  having  his  bones  in  this  monument !  O 
my  son,  my  dear  son !  She  would  have  said 
more,  but  was  oppressed  with  so  violent 
sorrow,  that  she  was  not  able. 

Zinebi  was  move<1,  lor  he  was  a  prince 
of  a  mild  nature,  and  had  much  compas- 
skm  for  the  suflerings  of  the  unfortunate. 
If  Ganem  akme  is  guilty,  thought  he  to 
himself,  why  should  the  mother  and  the 
daughter,  who  are  innocent,  be  punkhed  1 
AhT  cruel  Haroun  Alraschid !  what  a  mor- 
tification do  you  put  ujwn  me,  in  making 
inc  the  executk)ner  ot  your  vengeance, 
obliging  me  to  persecute  persons  who  have 
not  ofiSided  vou ! 

The  guards  whom  the  king  had  ordered 
to  FCiirch  for  Ganem  came  and  told  him 
tlieir  scjirdi  was  witliout  any  succeu.  He 
wus  fully  convinced  of  this — the  tean  of 
tliokie  two  women  would  not  leave  him  any 
mom  to  doubt.  It  distracted  him  to  be 
obliged  tn  execute  the  caliph's  order.  My 
good  loily,  said  ha  to  Ganem^  mother, 
come  out  of  this  monument  with  your 
daughter ;  it  is  no  place  of  safety  Ibr  rau. 
The^'  went  out,  and  he,  to  secure  tnem 
agamst  any  insult,  took  off  his  own  robe, 


which  was  very  largi*.  and  covered  them 
both  with  it,  bidding  them  keep  close  to  him. 
Then  he  ordered  the  populace  to  be  let  in 
to  plunder,  whksh  was  pertbmied  with 
the  utmost  rapacmusness,  and  with  shouts 
whk^h  tenritieu  Gancm's  mother  and  sister 
the  more,  because  they  knew  not  the  rea- 
son of  it  The  rabble  carried  olf  the  rich- 
est ^oods,  chests  full  of  wealth,  the  fine 
Persian  and  Indian  carpets,  cushions  co- 
vered with  ctoth  of  gold  and  alver,  fine 
china  ware ;  in  short,  all  was  taken  away ; 
nothing  was  letl  but  the  bare  walls  of^  the 
house ;  and  it  was  a  dismal  spectacle  for 
the  unhappy  ladies  to  see  all  their  goods 
plundered,  without  knowing  why  they  were 
so  cruelly  treated. 

When  the  house  was  plundered,  Mo- 
hammed ordered  the  civil  magistrate  to 
raze  the  house  and  monument ;  and  while 
that  was  doing,  he  carried  away  Alcobmb 
and  her  mother  to  his  palace.  There  it 
was  he  redoubled  tlieir  affltctjon,  arquaintr 
ing  them  with  the  caliph's  ¥rilL  He  com- 
mands roe,  said  he  to  them,  to  cause  vou 
to  be  stripped,  and  exposed  stark  nakea  fiir 
three  days  to  the  view  of  the  people.  It  is 
with  the  utmost  reluctance  thatl  execute 
that  cruel  and  iffnominous  sentence.  Hie 
king  delivered  these  words  with  such  an 
air,  as  plainly  made  it  appear  his  lieart 
was  really  pierced  with  grief  and  compa»- 
sk)n.  Though  the  fear  of  being  dethroned 
pro  vented  his  following  the  dktates  of  his 
pity,  3ret  he  in  some  measure  moderated  the 
rigour  of  Haroun  Alraschid'b  orders,  caue- 
iii^  large  siiills,  without  sleeves,  to  be  mode 
ol^coarso  horsehair  tor  Ganem^  mother 
and  his  sister  Alcobmb. 

The  next  day,  these  two  victims  of  the 
caliph's  rage  were  stripped  of  their  cbthes, 
and  their  lioree-hoir  shins  put  upon  them ; 
their  head-dress  was  also  taken  awojr,  so 
that  their  dishevelled  hair  hung  (kxaiog  on 
their  backs.  Alcobmb  hod  the  finest  nahr 
in  the  world,  and  it  hung  down  to  the 
ground.  In  that  condition  they  were  ex- 
posed to  the  people.  The  civil  magistrate, 
attended  by  nis  ofikcra,  went  along  with 
them,  and  they  were  conducted  through 
the  city.  A  ener  went  before  them,  wn& 
every  now  and  then  crieil, '  This  is  the  pun- 
ishment due  to  those  who  have  drawn  on 
themselves  the  indignatkui  W  the  com- 
mander of  the  belie  ven*.' 

Whilst  they  walked  in  this  manner  along 
the  streets  d'  Damascus,  with  their  arms 
and  feet  naked,  ckid  in  such  a  strange  gar- 
ment, and  endeiivouring  to  hkle  their  coo- 
fuskm  unilcr  tlieir  hair,  with  whk^h  they 
covered  their  faces,  all  thefeopk)  were 
dissolved  in  tean :  more  especially  the  lar 
dies,  looking  on  them  as  innocent  persons, 
through  their  lattice-windows,  and  beuv 
particularly  moved  by  Alcolomb's  yoou 
and  beau^,  made  the  air  ring  with  ther 
dreadful  mkkm — they  passed  beftre  their 
houses.    The  very  children,  Inghtaied  at 
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Umiie  tdulcka,  uiul  at  ihn  s^cUxcle  tliat 
occiwioned  Uieni,  luixed  tlieir  crieK  witii 
that  ^neral  Jaineutatiori,  ami  added  new 
horror  to  it.  In  Bhort,  had  an  enemy  been 
in  Darnaacufi,  puttini?  all  to  fire  and  sword, 
the  conbteniation  could  not  have  been 
l^reuttiT. 

It  WBM  near  iiijght  when  that  dismal 
scene  concluded.  The  mother  and  daugh- 
ter were  both  conducted  back  to  king  Mo- 
hainmed'ii  palace.  Not  being  used  to  walk 
barefoot,  ttiey  were  00  spent,  that  they  lay 
n  long  time  in  a  swoon.  The  queen  of 
DanuiHcuif,  highly  afflicted  at  their  mislbr- 
tone,  notwithHlandifi^  Uie  caliph's  prohi- 
bition to  relieve  tlieni,  sent  some  of  her 
women  to  comfort  thcni,  with  all  sorts  of 
reixesliments  and  wine  to  recover  their  spi- 
rits. 

The  queen's  women  luund  them  still  in  a 
Hwnoii,  and  almost  gist  rei'^ivin^  any  be- 
nefit by  what  they  oflbred  tliem.  However, 
with  much  difficulty,  they  were  brought  to 
thftiiiM^lvfui.  Gancui'smotlicr  immediately 
rv'tiiriHsd  them  thanks  ibr  their  courtesy. — 
My  i^khI  liidies,  said  one  of  the  queen's 
ludii>H  tn  her,  we  are  highly  concerned  at 
ycnir  afliirtkin,  and  the  qui'cn  of  Syria,  our 
mistrriM,  Iioh  done  us  a  luvour  in  empty- 
ing uH  to  nHHiHt  you.  We  can  assure  you, 
that  |>riiiresri  i^  much  afflicted  at  your  mis- 
l(irtnii(*H,  iiN  Wf^II  i&a  tlie  king  her  contort. 
Cilnncm'rt  mother  entreatiui  the  (lUoen'A  wo- 
men to  return  her  majesty  a  thoui^nd 
fhiuiks  fmni  her  and  hor  daui^hter  Aiccv 
lornl) ;  and  then  din'ctinir  h<T  dincoiirse  to 
till*  lady  that  Hpoke  to  h<*r,  Miidam,  wiid 
f'hr  t«i  Imt,  thi'  \iu\i:  hju*  not  told  me  why 
th«'  rhii'f  of  the  Ix'fit'vcrs  inflirtH  ho  many 
oijtriigcH  on  uk;  tiray  Ik:  p!iNiM*d  to  tell  us 
what  rriiiirH  wi'  navi'  bivn  guilty  of.  My 
g»»iNi  ludy.  iiiiswf*n*d  the  othiT,  the  origiii 
of  yiMir  n)iNfortun(w'l)nK.*rc(lri  from  yourson 
Ciunrni.  lie  in  not  dead,  an  you  imagine. 
H«  iM  nrniMid  ol"  having  K(oU*n  thebeauti- 
l\jl  Fi'tnah,  the  Im^m!  Move4l  of  all  the 
knifr'rt  favouritf*s;  and  hi*  havii\^,  by  time- 
ly Might,  withtiniwn  himnolf  Irom  that 
iiriiii-i'*ri  iiifiigiiation,  tlie  iHuiifthincnt  is  fal- 
lini  on  vou.  All  the  world  roiidcmnw  the 
I'alipli^N  ii'Nrntnuuit,  but  all  tho  world  trane 
liini ;  and  you  M^e  king  Zinrbi  hinistclf 
liini'H  in»t  n»siKt  his  oniers.  tor  fear  of  in- 
rurring  liw  dJNph'aitun'.  All  wr  ran  do  '» 
to  piiv  you,  and  exhitrt  you  to  hiivo  |>a- 
Im'IMt. 

I  It  I  Ml  w  my  wHi,  anwwerrd  Gnnrm'i*  m«v 
lliiT .  I  liHvr  rdiirated  hini  xTry  ran»tully 
anil  in  ilmt  if*>4|NTt  which  is  duo  to  the  com- 
mander of  the  UOieveni.  He  luw  not  com- 
mit trd  the  rrinie  he  b*  aeciNt»d  of:  I  dare 
nniiwer  Ibr  bin  iniuvrnee.  Hut  I  will  give 
iivi*r  nninnnring  and  eonipl:iiniiig.  ftince 
II  If  liN'  hint  that  1  imtier,  and  he  ih  not 
dead.    IMJitneni?  added  iilie,  in  a  tnuis- 

tmri  ul  love  aiHJ  joy,  my  liear  lon  Ctonem ! 
It  M  iNMniblr  ihiit  vim  n\T  fttill  alix-e?  I  am 
\th  tmif  er  ponoennyt  Ibr  the  lom  of  my 
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goodp;  and  how  extravagant  soever  the 
caliph's  orders  may  be,  Ilbrvive  him  all 
the  severity  of  them,  provided  Heaven  has 

})reserved  my  son.  i  am  only  concerned 
or  my  daughter :  her  suflerings  alone  aP 
flict  me :  yet  I  believe  her  to  be  so  good  a 
sister  as  to  Ibllow  my  example. 

At  hearinff  these  words,  Alcolomb,  wfaoL 
till  then,  liaJ  speared  insensible,  turned 
to  her  mother,  and  clasping  her  anusahout 
her  neck,  Yes,  dear  mother,  said  she,  I  will 
always  follow  vour  example,  whatever  ex- 
tremity your  love  ibr  my  brother  brings 
you  to. 

The  mother  and  daughter  thus  inter- 
changing their  pighs  ami  tears,  continued 
a  considerable  time  in  such  movinc  em- 
braces. In  the  mean  time  the  queen's  wo- 
men, who  were  much  moved  at  that  spec^ 
tacle,  omitted  no  persuasionB  to  prevail 
witli  Ganem's  mother  to  take  some  suste- 
nance. She  eat  a  morsel  out  of  oompliu- 
sance,  and  Alcolomb  did  the  like. 

The  caliph  having  ordered  that  Ganem's 
kindred  should  be  ejcposed  three  da>^  suc- 
cessively to  the  sight  oi  the  people  in  the 
condition  already  mentioned,  Alcolomb  and 
her  mother  aflbrded  the  same  spectacle  the 
second  time  next  day,  from  morrung  tHI 
night.  But  that  day  and  the  ibliowing, 
things  did  not  pass  after  the  same  manner: 
the  streets,  which  at  fin>t  had  been  full  of 
people,  were  now  auite  emptv.  All  the 
merchants,  incensed  at  the  ill  usage  of 
Abou  Ayoub's  widow  and  daughter,  shut 
up  their  shops  and  kept  thempelvesg  ckwe 
within  their  houf^es.  The  ladies,  instead 
of  looking  through  their  lattice  windows, 
withdrew  into  the  back  parts  of  their  hou- 
ses. Tiierc  was  not  a  eouI  to  be  seen  in 
the  public  places  thone  unfortunate  women 
were  carried  through.  It  looked  as  if  ail 
the  inhabitants  of  Damascus  had  aban- 
doned their  city. 

On  the  fburth  day,  king  Mahommed 
Zinebi,  who  was  resolved  punctually  to 
obey  the  caliph's  order<;,  though  he  dia  ncM 
approve  of  them,  sent  criers  mto  all  quar- 
tern of  the  city  to  make  proclamation,  strict- 
ly forliidding  all  the  inhabitants  of  I>amas- 
cus,  and  ptrangers,  of  what  condition  so- 
e\'er,  upon  pain  of  death,  and  having  thdr 
boiiies  east  to  the  dogs  to  be  devoured,  le 
reeeivT  lianem's  mother  and  sister  into  their 
hou»v,  or  to  give  them  a  morsel  of  bread 
or  a  drop  of  water,  and,  in  a  word,  toafiord 
them  the  least  support,  or  hold  the  le«t 
correspondence  with  them. 

When  the  criers  had  peribnned  what  the 
king  had  enjoined  them,  that  prinee  ordered 
the  mother  and  the  daughter  to  be  tamed 
out  of  the  reilaee,  and  leil  to  their  choieeio 
go  where  tnev  thought  fh.  As  soon  as  they 
apiH.Mivd.  all  persons  fled  from  them.  10 
^reat  an  impressbn  hod  the  late  profcdbi- 
tion  made  upon  them  all.  Thev  easlr 
nercei\'ed  that  every  body  shunned  them'; 
nut  not  knowing  the  reason  of  it,  wece 
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wai  the  f(reater,  wiien  coming^  into  any 
itreeL  or  amonj:  many  peraons,  they  recol- 
lected fome  ot'  tlieir  oek  fnends,  who  pre- 
sentJy  vanwhed  with  as  much  haste  as  the 
rest.  What  is  the  meaning  of*  this?  said 
Gancm^s  mother ;  do  we  carry  the  nlai^u^ 
about  us  ?  Mudt  the  uniu^  and  barbarous 
usage  we  have  received  render  us  odious 
to  our  tellow-citizeos?  Come,  my  child, 
added  she,  let  us  depart  from  Damascuti 
with  all  speed ;  let  us  not  stay  any  longer 
in  a  city  where  we  are  become  Trighttul 
to  our  very  friends. 

The  two  wretched  ladies,  discoursing  after 
this  manner,  came  to  one  ot'the  extremities 
of  tlie  city,  and  retired  to  a  ruined  house, 
there  to  pass  the  night  Thither  some 
Mueselmen,  out  of  charity  and  compaaBion, 
resorted  to  them  after  the  day  was  shut  in. 
They  carried  them  pro\'irtionSi  but  durst 
not  stay  to  com(brt  them,  lor  Giar  of  being 
discovered,  and  punahed  lor  disDbeying  the 
caliph's  orders.  » 

In  the  mean  time  king  Zinebi  had  let  fly 
a  pigeon  to  give  Haroun  Alraschid  an  ae- 
oount  of  his  exact  obedience.  He  informed 
him  ol*  all  that  had  been  done,  andooojured 
him  to  direct  what  he  would  have  done 
with  Ganem*s  mother  and  aster.  He  sood 
received  the  caliph's  answer  the  same  way, 
which  was,  that  he  banish  them  from  Da  ■ 
mascus  lor  ever.  Immediately  the  king  of 
Syria  sent  men  to  the  old  house,  with  oroers 
to  take  the  mother  and  daughter,  and  to 
eonduct  them  three  days  journey  from  Da- 
mascus, and  there  to  leave  them,  forbidding 
them  ever  to  return  to  the  cit^. 

ZinebiV  men  executed  their  commission, 
but  being  less  exact  than  their  master,  in 
the  strict  performance  of  every  tittle  of 
Haroun  Alraschid's  orders,  they  in  pitv 
gave  Alcolomband  her  mother  some  small 
pieces  of  money  to  buy  them  some  sub- 
sistence, Olid  each  of  them  a  bag,  which 
they  hung  about  their  necks,  to  carry  their 
provisions. 

In  this  miserable  condition  they  came  to 
the  first  village.  'J  he  peasants'  wives 
flocked  about  them,  and  as  it  appeared 
through  their  disguise  that  they  were  people 
of  some  fusluon.  they  asked  them  what  was 
tlie  occasion  ol  their  travelling  after  that 
manner,  .in  a  habit  that  did  not  seem  to  be- 
lonif  to  them.  Instead  of  answering  the 
questkm  put  to  them,  thev  fell  to  weefung, 
which  only  served  to  heighten  the  curiosity 
of  the  peasants,  and  to  move  their  compat- 
■fon.  Gnnem's  mother  told  them  what  she 
and  her  daughter  had  endured ;  at  which 
tho  good  countrywomen  were  sensibly  af- 
flictd,  and  endeavouretl  to  eomlbrt  tnem. 
The  v  treated  them  as  well  as  their  poverty 
would  permit,  took  ofl'  their  horse-hair  shil'ts, 
which  were  very  uneasy  to  them,  and  pot 
on  them  otheiv  whkh  they  gave  them,  with 
sboat,  and  smnething  to  cover  their  hmSbt, 
and  save  their  hair. 


Having  expre»ed  their  grmtitode  to  those 
charitiibie  women,  Alcolomb  and  her  mo- 
ther departed  from  that  village,  taking  short 
journeys  towards  Aleppo.  They  wk!  at 
niv:ht  to  retire  netir  or  into  the  mosques, 
where  they  passed  the  night  on  the  mat,  if 
tJiere  was  any,  or  else  on  the  han  pave- 
ment ;  and  fgnmclinies  put  up  in  the  puhlki 
places  appointed  for  the  use  of  travellers. 
As  for  sastciiance,  they  diil  not  want  it,  for 
tlunr  oi\en  came  to  places  where  bread, 
boiieil  rice,  and  other  provisioiis^  are  dk* 
tributed  to  all  travellers  who  desire  it. 

At  length  they  came  to  Aleppo,  but 
would  nut  stay  there,  and  continuing  tlieir 
journey  towards  the  Euphrates,  crossed 
that  n\'er,  and  entered  into  Mesopotamia, 
which  tliey  tra\'er8ed  as  far  as  Moumoul. 
Thence,  notwithHtanding  nil  they  liad  en- 
dured, they  proceeded  to  Bagdad.  That 
was  the  place  thry  liad  fixed  their  thoughts 
upon,  ho|)ing  to  find  Ganein  there,  though 
they  ought  not  to  have  fancied  that  he  was 
in  the  city  where  the  caliph  resided :  but 
they  hoped,  because  the^  wished  it:  their 
afieetion  for  him  increasing  instead  of  di- 
minishing, in  si»te  of  tlieir  misfortunes. 
Their  eonversatkm  was  generally  about 
him,  and  they  inquired  for  nim  of  all  they 
met  Dm  let  us  leave  Alcolomb  and  hot 
mother,  and  return  to  Fetnah. 

She  was  still  confined  close  in  the  dark 
tower,  ever  since  the  flay  that  had  been  so 
fatal  to  Ganem  ond  her.  However,  as  dis- 
agreeable ns  her  prison  was  to  her,  it  was 
much  less  grievous  than  the  thou«rhts  ol* 
Ganem'a  misfortune,  the  uncertainty  of 
whose  fate  wub  a  killing  afliieuon  to  her. 
There  was  scarce  a  moment  in  which  she 
did  not  lament  him. 

The  caliph  was  accustomed  to  walk  fre- 
quently at  night  within  the  enclosure  of  his 
palace,  tor  he  was  the  moAt  inauisitive 
prince  in  the  world,  and  soraetimeH  by  those 
ni^ht- walks,  he  came  to  the  knowledge  of 
thmffs  that  happened  in  hu  palace,  which 
wY)uTd  otherwise  never  liave  come  to  hie 
ear :  one  of  those  nights,  in  his  walk,  he 
happened  to  pass  by  the  dark  tower,  and 
fancying  he  heard  somebody  talk,  he  stopt, 
and  drew  near  the  door  to  listen,  and  dis- 
tinctly heard  these  words,  which  Fetnah, 
whose  thoughts  were  always  on  Qanem, 
uttered  with  a  foud  voKe :  O  Oanem,  too 
unfortunate  Ganem !  where  are  you  at  this 
time  ?  whither  has  thy  cruel  fate  led  thee? 
Alas!  it  is  1  that  have  made  you  wretched! 
Why  did  yon  not  let  me  perm  miserably| 
rather  than  afford  me  yonr  genemos  relierf 
What  mekiiicholy  reward  have  you  reoeiT- 
edfor  your  care  and  respect!  The  com- 
mander of  the  faithful,  who  ought  to  haw 
rewarded,  persecutes  you :  and  in  retom 
for  having  always  regarded  me  as  a  pereon 
reserved  lor  his  bed.  yoa  toae  all  your 
goods,  and  mre  obliged  to  seek  for  safety  in 
fligfaL  O  caliph,  barbarous  caliph,  ymx 
w3l  yoQ  say  Mr  yourself,  when  yoa  ■hall 
41 


ARAOlAiN  AVIGirrS'  ENTERTAINMENTS. 


ttp|)eiir  \vitJi  Gaiicm  beibre  the  tribunal  of 
tiie  Hupreme  Judge,  and  Uie  iini^lH  shall 
tevtily  the  tnitli  beibre  your  lace  /  All  the 
power  you  are  now  invented  with,  and  which 
iiiakesalinoiit  die  whole  world  tremble,  will 
not  prevent  your  being  condemned  and 
punittlied  lor  your  violent  and  unjust  ])n>- 
ceedingM.  Here  Fetnah  ceaaed  her  com- 
plaints, her  lijf  hs  and  tears  putting  a  stop 
to  her  utterance. 

This  was  enough  to  make  the  caliph  re- 
flect. He  plainly  perceived,  that  il  what 
he  heard  was  tru&  his  lavourite  mutst.  be 
innocent,  and  that  ne  had  been  too  husty  in 
ffiving  such  orders  a^aintit  Qancm  and  hie 
tiimiiy.  Being  resolved  to  be  rightly  in- 
ibrmeil  in  an  afliiir  wiiich  so  nearly  con- 
oerne«l  him  in  point  of  equity,  on  which  he 
valued  himselr,  he  immediately  returned 
to  his  apartment;  and  tliat  moment  ordered 
Mesrour  to  repair  to  the  dark  tower,  and 
bring  Fetnah  to  him. 

By  this  command,  and  much  more  by  the 
caliph's  manner  of*  speaking,  the  chief  of 
the  eunuchs  jgueaea  that  nis  master  de- 
signed to  jfMinlon  his  lavourite,  and  take  her 
lo  Iiimseh  again.  He  was  overjoyed  at  it,  tor 
he  k>vcd  Fetnah,  and  had  been  much  con- 
cerned at  her  disgrace  ;  and  thcretbre  fly- 
ing iiMtantly  to  tlic  tower,  Madam,  said  he 
to  the  iiivourite^  with  such  an  air  as  ex- 
presseil  his«atisfactk)n,  be  pleased  to  tbllow 
nie ;  1  houe  you  will  never  more  return  to 
this  vile  iiark  tower :  the  commander  of  tlie 
ti&itlitul  wklies  to  speak  with  you.  and  I 
dniw  rix>m  it  a  happy  omen. 

Fetnah  Ibl lowed  Mcsmur,  who  conducted 
her  into  thecaliph'^ciotfet.  She  prostrated 
herM!lt'bel()re  that  prince,  and  so  continued, 
lier  Hire  bathed  in  learn.  Fetnah,  Raid  the 
caliph,  without  bidding  her  rise,  I  think  you 
charge  me  with  violence  and  injustice. 
W|k>  is  ho,  that  notwithstanding  the  re- 
gard and  respect  he  hiul  tor  me,  is  in  a 
miserable  condition?  Sjieak  treely;  you 
know  the  natural  gooilneus  of  my  disposi- 
tion, and  that  I  love  to  (Injustice. 

By  these  words  the  lavourite  saw  plainly 
that  the  caliph  had  heard  wiiat  she  hiul 
said,  and  laying  liold  on  so  tavoumble  an 
opimrtunity  to  clear  her  dear  Ganem,  Com- 
niuiuier  ot  the  true  believer?,  said  slie,  if  I 
have  let  tall  luiy  word  thiU  is  not  agreeable 
to  your  nutjesty,  1  most  humbly  beseech 
you  U)  Ibrgive  me ;  but  he  whose  innocence 
and  wreiciicd  state  you  desire  to  be  in- 
formed of,  in  Ganem,  the  unliappy  son  of 
Alum  Ayoul),  merchant  of  I>amciscu8.  He 
is  the  man  that  saved  my  lite,  and  atibrded 
me  a  siiib  sanctuary  in  his  house.  I  must 
own.  tliat,  from  the  first  moment  he  saw 
me.  he  perhaps  designed  to  devote  himself 
to  me,  and  conceived  hones  o(  engaging 
me  to  niimit  his  services.  1  guessed  at  this, 
ny  tlte  eagernes.*  he  showwl  m  entertaining 
ine,  and  doing  me  all  the  good  offices  whkS 
1  wanted  under  the  circumstances  I  was 


then  in ;  but  as  soon  aii  he  heard  that  I  had 
the  honour  to  belong  to  you,  Ah,  madam, 
said  he.  tliat  which  bebngvt  to  the  master 
is  tbrbiddcn  to  the  idave.  From  that  mo- 
ment, I  owe  this  justice  to  his  virtue,  his  be- 
havknir  was  always  suitable  to  his  wonls. 
However,  vou,  commander  of  the  true  be^ 
lievers,  well  know  with  what  rigour  ynu 
have  treated  him,  an<t  vou  will  answer  Ibr 
it  l)etbre  the  tribunal  of  Gnfl. 

The  caliph  vms  not  didpleased  with  Fet- 
nah Ibr  .the  freedom  of  those  words ;  but 
may  I,  answered  lie,  rely  on  ilie  nssumnce 
you  give  me  of  Ganem's  virtue?  Yes, 
replied  Fetnah,  yon  may.  I  would  not  foi 
the  world  conceal  the  truth  from  you :  and 
to  prove  to  you  that  I  am  sincere,  I  must 
make  a  contei«ion  to  you,  which  perhaps 
may  displease  you :  but  I  beg  pardon  fA 
your  majesty  belbrenand.  8pmK,  daugh- 
ter, said  Ha'roun  Alratiichid ;  I  ibr?ive  .^xm 
all,  provided  you  concesil  nMhing  Tnxn  me. 
Well,  then,  replied  Fetnah,  let  me  inlbrm 
you,  tliat  Gancin'.s  respectful  behavknir, 
joined  to  all  the  good  offices  he  did  me. 
gained  him  my  esteem.  I  went  liuther 
yet :  >'ou  know  the  tyranny  of  love.  I  felt 
some  tender  inclination  rismg  in  my  hmA. 
He  perceives!  if,  but  far  from  availing  him- 
self of  my  frailty,  and  notwithstanding  the 
flame  which  c^n^umed  him,  he  still  r^ 
mained  steaily  in  his  duty ;  and  all  tliat  his 
passion  could  force  from  hnn  was  these 
wordn  1  have  already  told  your  majerty, 
'  That  which  belong  to  the  master  is  for- 
bidden to  the  HJave/ 

This  ingenuous  conicwion  might  have 
nrovoked  any otherinan than  the  caliph; 
nut  it  completely  appeased  that  prince. 
He  commanded  her  to  rise,  and  making 
her  sit  by  him,  Tell  me  your  story,  said  he. 
from  the  begiiininsr  to  the  end.  She  did  wn 
with  much  art  ami  spirit,  passing  slightly 
over  what  rcgardi-d  Zobeide  and  enlarging 
on  the  olili«?ation  she  owed  to  Ganem :  the 
expenrie  he  had  been  at  for  her;  and  above 
all,  she  highly  extolled  his  discretkMi.  en- 
deavouring by  that  meane  to  make  the 
caliph  ^sensible  that  ^he  had  been  under  the 
necessity  of  remaining  concealed  in  Gs- 
nem's  house,  id  decei^'e  Zobeide.  She  c«xh 
eluded  with  the  yoimg  merchant's  epeapc, 
whksh  she  plainly  tola  the  caliph  she  haJ 
compelled  him  to,  that  he  might  a\ioid  hii 
indignatk>n. 

When  she  had  done  sneaking,  thai  prince 
said  to  her,  I  believe  all  you  have  told  me . 
but  why  was  it  so  long  befbre  >'ou  let  me 
hear  from  you  ?  Was  there  any  need  of 
staying  a  whole  month  after  my  retu-Ti. 
before  you  sent  me  word  where  >'ou  werf  ? 
Commander  of  the  true  behevers,  aiwwrt^ 
ed  Fetniih,  Ganem  went  abroad  so  wry 
seldom,  that  vou  need  not  wonder  we  ireic 
not  the  fint  that  heard  of  your  return.  Be- 
sides that,  Ganem,  wlio  took  upon  him  to 
deliver  the  letter  1  wrote  to  Nounm  ^"' 
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It  ■  enaoKh,  Fetnab,  npiied  Che  caliph ; 
I  acknoiriadg«  lar  Ault,  and  «-oukl  tnl- 
liDf  Ijr  make  aineada  Kir  it,  by  heaping  b- 
wunonthei  yaaag  merchant  ol' Daioaa- 
euL  CoimiIm',  therelore,  what  I  can  do 
tirliim.  Aikwhfttynuthiiikfii.BsdlwiU 
(ntnt  it.  HeicupcHi  the  liiTourite  fell  donn 
at  the  caliijh'a  feet,  with  her  lUce  lo  the 
ground:  and  rinae  "Soio,  noid,  Cooiioaji- 
ueroftbe  true  believer*,  atler  retumitiK 
vour  maieaty  thanlw  for  Gunem,  I  mout 
numbly  mireat  you  to  cauK  it  to  be  pub- 
iiiheil  thcottgbout  yaurdcmuiuans,  that  you 
pudon  the  MMi  ot  Abou  Ayouh,  and  that 
bemay  Mlelycometoyou.  I  will  do  more, 
n^oioed  that  prince ;  in  reguttal  tor  having 
wttveA  your  fde,  oiid  the  reaped  he  haa 
ntiown  DM^  to  make  amend*  for  the  torn  of 
hii  gobda,  and  in  cbort,  to  re^r  the  wrong 
J  have  done  lo  hii  tfumly.Icivehim  to>-ou 
lot  a  hialiand.  Fetnal)  had  not  word*  ex- 
pruuve  enoush  to  thaJik  llie  caliph  Ibr  hia 
gencroBtty:  uie  then  wiihiliew  into  the 
apartment  ahe  had  oecupietl  betbrehGrme- 
Innrholy  adventure.  The  wune  lumituni 
van  MlSi  in  il ;  iiMhiiig  bail  bren  remov- 
ed :  but  that  which  t'lem^'l  ber  iiiuM,  wu 
to  Snd  there  Ghii'^iii'h  clieaiH  and  )iucks, 
whkh  UevQur  had  lakrii  care  to  convey 
thiiber. 

Thn  nest  daj'  Harnuii  Alniwhid  ordered 
the  gruiid  ^iziur  to  cuuw:  pi-ucliLnialiuu  lo 
be  made  thnnjghnul  all  Li*  doniiiituna,  that 
he  iKuiloned  (^nem,  tJie  mi  ol'  Akiou  A>-- 
oub;  but  tbia  proved  ul'iKi  eflecl,laralniig 
tinie  elapsed  wiltinut  any  new*  ol'  Uiat 
voung  merchant.  FeUiah  coocluded,  that 
he  liuil  not  been  able  in  sun-ive  llie  pniuoT 
Ihiq^  iier.  A  dreadlul  uneaniiien  >eized 
Iwr  mind ;  but  aa  lu^  it  the  last  thiiv 
which  Ibnakei  low*,  iha  aotreaud  the 

caKph  to  give  ber  leave  to  Mek  Ur  " 

hcndt')  whi-'-' '   -*" 

yvoft  with  a 


oThcreaaket,  sad  mitt — ._.e.„, 

ol'  the  palace,  mounted  <n  «  male  abe  had 
out  ol' the  camih^  rtafalea,  VC17  richly  ac- 
coutred. Black  eunucha  attended  her,  with 
their  hand*  on  each  aide  upon  the  mule'q 
rump 

Thua  As  went  from  moaqoe  to  innaque, 
beMowingher  alma  among  the  devofsM 
ol'  the  Mahometan  religion,  deairing  their 
prayenlbrtbeacctmpliMimenttJ'anairiur, 
0(1  which  the  bappineB  of  two  penone,  elw 
told  tliem.  depended.  She  qiertthe  wliole 
day  and  the  thounuid  pieee*  ol'  gold  in  gi- 
ving alma  at  the  moarguee,  and  returned  to 
tlte  pulace  in  the  evening. 

The  next  day  ahe  took  another  punw  of 
the  same  value,  and,  b  the  like  equipage 
ua  the  day  belbie,  went  to  the  place  where 
all  the  ieweUei^  abof*  were,  end  itoppinr 
at  the  door  wiOwut  alirhtiii?,  aent  one  « 
her  blaek  eunucha  Sat  the  syndic  or  chiel 
oT  them.  That  ayndic,  who  wna  a  tuan 
charitable  man,  and  apent  above  two- 
thirda  of  hi«  income  in  relieving  poorrtmn- 
ff!i%,  wheiber  they  happened  to  lie  nek  or 
m  diatreaa,  did  not  make  Feiirah  wail, 
knowiug  by  licr  drcai  that  ahe  wcw  a  Indy 


belonging  to  the  palace.  I  apply  myaell'tf 
vou,  Kid  ahe.  puttint;  the  i)urr«  into  hia 
naada,  as  a  i^eraon  wba«  piety  *  crird  np 
thmughout  the  city.  I  deeire  jimi  to  dis- 
tribute that  gnld  among  the  jioorBtninycf* 
—  relievej   li>rl  know  you  make  it  yoiir 

oa«  toaaHjiit  uoorttrangera.who  ai<pty 
to  your  charity.  lamalaoAtiafiedjhatyDa 
prevent  their  wanta,  and  llioi  nothing  in 
agnieablo  to  you  than  to  have  an  o|i- 
nily  oT  reliiiving  tlieir  nwery.     Ma- 

.  ajwwereit  the  ajoidic,  I  i^l]  daay 
yourcoronuuulH  with  iiieaaure,  but  if  vou 
exei-ciee   ^'our  charily  in  j«r- 

, will  be  pleaaed  lo  atcp  to    my 

lw«Me,  you  will  there  eee  two  women 
worthy  of  your  oompaaiiom  :  I  met  them 
yeateiday  aa  they  were  comitc  into  the 
ciVi  th^  ware  in  ■  dcpknEle  eoodi- 
tki^  ud  A  mmd  ma  thetnoK^  heesnc  I 
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7. ■..'>;?'.  *«  •-"* 

u^^^,  V.  T^.'  u/>E«,  I  dagmrgKii  a  ooUe 
«.    r//  V,  -^  r/sBUBonif  fcuwi  in  thnrnteor  ^ 
y:.\  *:  I  '•'..^/•i.    I  cauT^  ihexfl  boi£  t  J 
fr./  .'A  .iA  %ri/:  deimrsd  then  to  mr  wsic. 
y/.v.  ^.  ^ '/.  l:^  aune  opiAion  iritfa  ne.  She  * 
tj^<^r.  :>r  r^avw  to  ppmie  them  n»J 
(^^.  -   'V /I. ^r  «r.e  herwtlfwBRhed  their fieei, : 
fe  ^;  ^^iv':  rr.*:m  cfaUA  linen.   We  kiMwrpui  > 
;^  /•r'  Htj,  ujif  Mte,  bwaiiwe  ire  wwblolet 
i:^:';«  u/«:  i/iiiie  fCM  bdm  we  trouliJe: 

ti>r:.  v/.l:t  VirilUMtiOIM.  j 

>':r-.;jri,  '.'/.riioiic  kfiowiiif  whjr.ff^itaciiri- ' 
f^ .f /  Vi  ^K  I i.em.    The qriklic would iHuve 
c/,;i#fi«rr/:«i  \',¥.t  to  hM  houee,  but  ilte  wouM 
r/«*  ^^t  /n  h;m  the  trouble,  ami  ^ttwk  msJAA 
\i^iii  a  iiUv«s  Hit'  Ilia  thouM  ihow  her  the  ! 
W'l/,    Hh*:  alijj^hted  at  tlie  drjor,  and  lol-' 
\fi*MrA  iii«:  tiyfiiiic*K  sUve, who  waH  fone  be- 
k'f  ft  to  five  riotiflf:  to  hix  mivtrew,  ihe  beine 
ttii)ri  if»  the  rhamber  with  Alraiomb  aiid 
her  NKAhcr ;  I'ur  they  were  the  nerpona  the 
vrujic  hail  been  nfwakinff  ot'  to  Fetnah. 

The  iiyndic'H  wile,  being  inibrmed  by  the 
■Iiivi-.tliMt  a  ia/ly  I'lorii  the  |)alacewas  in 
lier  iioune,  wn«  ffoinir  out  of'  the  room  to 
meet  her  i  but  i'etnali,  who  had  Ibllowed 
Uhi  Hkve  elfjtr,  did  not  give  her  timn :  and 
fuiniintf  iril/i  tiie  rhanibnr,  the  flyni lic^i  wife 
lirijoiiiiUwl  \wtm\K  bHfjre  hrr,  to  exprcm 
lite  ie-|iert  riie  had  lur  all  thiit  lielon^cd 
to  Uii:  Ciilir4i.  F»rniih  tiiok  her  up,  mid 
iriii<l,  My  tfOfNl  lailv,  I  lU'wre  you  will  irt  me 
k|ii-.ik  Willi  tliiNrf^  twoHiriinff(!rH  ihat  arriv- 
rui  111  Ii4t;fdii4l  liiHt  flight.  Mruliun,  iiiihwit- 
rd  Die  MViidir.\i  wili*,  Ihry  iin  in  CliiMtt  two 
little  Ih'iIh  you  nun  rioHi'  by  etu'h  other.  Tiu* 
liiVduiiti*  uiuiKuliiitcly  dn-w  nritr  tin*  mo- 
tlierV  iind  vittwiii^  hfr  rari*rully,  <mnhI 
woiiuui,  Haid  Klir.  I  comr  to  otliT  you  iiiv 
iiwi<it.mce:  1  hiivr  a  ronkuWiihlr  iiiteniit 
iu  this  city,  and  ni:iy  be  of  Kiirvii-t*  to  you 
and  your  comimiiion.  Miiiliiin,  niiswrrHi 
Gunem]8  niothvr,  1  iwrruivi^  by  your  olili- 
ffinf;  olfeiu  tluit  Hpavcn  Iiiim  nol  (|uitf  ti>r- 
ifdken  u«,  though  wc  hiul  oauK*  in  bi'litwi> 
it,  alter  no  miuiy  miMliirtunoH  im  havo  )»o- 
liiUen  us.  Huvinff  uttonnl  thvst^  wonli*, 
she  wept  so  bitterly  that  Potimh  iuhI  tho 
syndic *ii  wile  could  not  tbrl)tfar  liMtiii^  llill 
HUine  teana. 

The  caliph's  favourite  having  di  icil  np 
hrm,  Mild  to  Ganem*s  mother,  Do  «i  kiiui 
iis  to  tell. us  your  mislbrtuiu*,  and  nvouni 
your  story.  You  cunnol  give  the  relaiit»ii 
to  any  i<ennns  better  disixwiNl  than  vv  uiv 
to  ust«  all  posnible  means  to  eomlort  vou. 
Ma«lnni,  repliiM  Aboii  AvoubV  *!ift*niw»la!e 
wulow.  a  liivotiriteortlHo'  iHMnnuimiiT  oi'tlie 
true  l>eli¥vorM,  a  laily  wluteo  luuue  is  Ket- 
nah.  w  the  (veaiiitHi  i>l*  ail  our  niistortuiios. 
Tlieni  wonls  werr  like  a  thunderbolt  to  the 
raviHiiilo :  hut  suimreMiins:  her  agitation 
anil  Cfmrrni.  she  «utteretl  Ganem*:^  mother 
•u  piwreti  in  the  M lowing  manner :— I  am 
the  widow  ol'  AbiHi  A^tMib.  u  nierehani  of 


.'.£.—   I>3i.-i;&srjt:I{:*£aiKea^«i: 


'  ec  'Jia:  Fetnah. 
i^-rh  to  he  made 
Kr  hin  ererj  vrje/c.  "r^  \t^  r.jn  to  death  ; 
are  fice  fm&iu^  .*^:3.  haa  wr::  jen  to  the  kins' 
a  DaflBKcs,  *o  r&^K  oi;.-  r«ouse  to  be 
^iddered  and  razeJ.  aai  to  expose  my 
'aoy^/p-r  -md  me  three  dny-d  suocesBveiy 
ssartc-cak^'-f  :o  the  iintmifr  and  then  to 
barxh  us  cat  of  Syna  former.  But  how 
vnmotKT.y  «orvcr  oar  usafe  has  been,  I 
riwuid  ^'iii  be  comfbned,  were  mv  son 
alire,  a.-.i  I  crul  -  R.':«t  with  him.  \Vhat 
a  pieaicre  'jtouI-I  it  \a  (or  hia  sster  and  me 
to  see  hici  a?  un !  Emhncin^  him,  wc 
ihoald  (oTKel  tiie  loss  oc'  our  ^oods,  and  all 
the  evib  wie  have  suflered  for  him.  Alas ! 
I  am  lliLy  persuaded  he  Is  only  the  inno- 
cent cause  oi'  them,  and  that  he  is  no  more 
guilty  toti-ards  the  caliph  than  his  sister 
andL 

No  doubt  of  it,  said  Fetnah^  interruptinc 
her  there,  he  is  no  more  ^uiltjr  than  fOQ 
are :  I  can  asrare  you  or  hk  innocenee . 
lor  I  am  that  'vtxj  Fetnah  yoa  so  mueb 
complain  of;  who,  through  some  fatality  n 
my  stars,  have  occasioned  ^-ou  so  many 
mnlbrtunes.  To  me  you  must  impute  tht 
km  ol*  your  son,  if  he  is  no  more ;  but  if  I 
have  occa8k)ned  your  misfortune.  I  can  ii 
some  measure  relieve  iL  I  have  already 
iustified  Oanem  to  the  caliph ;  that  prince 
has  caused  it  to  be  proclaimed  throuj^honi 
his  dominmns,  that  he  pardons  the  son  nt 
Abou  Ayoub ;  and  doubt  not  he  will  do  yea 
tw  much  good  as  he  has  done  you  harm 
You  are  no  longer  his  enemies. '  He  wain 
lor  Ganem  to  requite  the  service  he  has  done 
inc,  by  unitini?  our  fortunes ;  he  gives  roe 
to  him  lor  }\%  connort ;  therelbrc  kmk  on 
WW  US  vour  daughter,  and  iiermit  meto^iow 
fiernal  fricndiihip  to  you.  Having  nsaid, 
she  Itowed  down  on  GancmV  inoiher,  who 
was  ni  astonrslied,  that  e:he  could  return  no 
aiiKwer.  Fetnah  held  her  a  long  time  in 
her  arnw.  and  only  lefV  her  to  run  to  the 
other  lie.i  to  cnihmce  A  Icolomh.  who  sitting 
up.  held  out  her  arms  to  receive  her. 

When  the  caliph's  charming  tavourite 
had  j?iwn  the  mother  and  dauirhterall  the 
tokens  of  atiectnn  they  couM  expect  Iran 
(lanem'ii  wife,  fthc  mid  to  them,  Ceime both 
of  you  to  alllict  yourselves:  the  weahh 
Iriinem  had  in  this  city  is  not  Innt ;  it  ism 
niv  aiiarlnient  in  the  iialace:  I  know  til 
the  tivaKure  of  the  world  caniKyt  comlbit 
\  (ui  without  Ganem :  1  judse  so  of  his  mo- 
ther and  f<i>ter.  if  1  may  jud^e  of  them  I? 
ni^  mMl  Klixvl  1:^  no  less  powerful  than  knre 
ill  •rix'ai  unnds ;  but  whv  should  wedeipiir 
of  »*eenig  him  iiijrain  ?  %Ve  t\\\\\\  find  bm ; 
the  happinesf*  ot'  nu'etin?  with  you  mikce 
nif  conceive  Ireah  hopes.  I'erhai*  this  if 
the  Inst  duv  of  >'nur  suflerings.  and  the  be- 
frinnitig  ol'a  greater  felicity  than  >'oo  cd- 
)iwi*d  in  Damaseu^  wlien  Ganem  wa9' 
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Fetsah  wnokl  have  gooa  oo,  when  the 
qmdic  of  the  jeweUeii  came  in :  Madam, 
aid  ha  tn  her,  I  come  froin  teeing  a  very 
XMvinff  ofaject ;  n  i«  a  youn^  man,  whom  a 
camel-oriTer  has  jutt  carried  to  the  hospi- 
tal at  Daffdad :  he  was  bound  with  oordi 
on  a  camel,  because  he  had  not  strength 
enough  to  at  on  him.  They  had  already 
unbound  him,  and  were  carrying  him  into 
the  hoepitai,  when  1  happened  to  pass  by. 
I  went  up  to  the  youn^  man,  viewed  him 
attentiveJr,  and  fancied  his  countenance 
was  not  altogether  unknown  to  me.  1  ask* 
ed  him  some  quettions  concerning  his  family 
and  hit  country:  but  all  the  answers  1 
could  get  were  only  sighs  and  tears.  I  took 
pity  on  him,  and  by  being  so  much  used  to 
aicK  people,  perceived  tliat  he  had  need  to 
have  particular  care  taken  of  him.  1 
would  not  permit  him  to  be  put  into  the 
hospital ;  ibr  I  am  too  well  acquainted  with 
their  way  of  managing  the  sick,  and  am 
■ansible  of  the  incapacity  of  the  physicians. 
I  have  caused  him  to  be  brought  home  to 
my  house,  by  m/ slaves;  and  they  are  now, 
bv  my  ordeni,  m  a  private  room  where  I 
plaoed  him,'  putting  on  some  of  my  own 
lioen,  and  treating  him  as  they  would  do 
me. 

Fetnah's  heart  leaped  at  tiiese  words  of 
the  jeweller,  and  she  felt  a  t<udden  emotion, 
for  which  she  could  not  account:  Show 
me,  said  she  to  the  syndic,  into  that  sick 
man's  room ;  I  slioidd  hi*,  glad  to  see  him. 
llie  syndic  conducted  Iter,  and  whilst  she 
was  going  tliither,  Ganein's  mother  said  to 
AlcouHnb,  Alas  I  daughter,  wretched  as 
that  sick  stranger  is,  your  brother,  ii'  he  be 
living,  is  not  perhaps  m  u  more  happy  con- 
ditioiL 

The  caliph's  ikvourite,  coming  into  the 
chamber  where  the  sick  man  was,  drew 
near  the  bed,  in  which  the  syndic^  slaves 
had  already  laid  him.  She  saw  a  young 
man,  whose  e/es  were  closed,  his  counte- 
nance pale,  disfigured,  and  bathed  in  tean. 
She  gased  earnestly  on  him,  her  heart 
beat,  and  she  fimcicd  slie  beheld  Ganem ; 
but  yet  she  v^puld  iK)t  believe  her  eyes. 
Though  she  tbund  something  of  Ganem  in 
the  object  she  beheld,  yet  in  other  respects 
he  appeared  so  different,  that  she  durst  not 
imagine  it  was  he  that  Iny  belbrc  her. 
Unable,  however,  to  withstand  tlie  earnest 
desire  of  being  t^tisfied,  Ganem.  saki  she. 
with  a  trembimff  voire,  U  it  you  I  behold  ? 
Having  st^eken  these  words,  slic  stopiied  to 

S've  theynuiig  mtui  time  to  aiuwer:  but 
serving  that  he  sccnie^i  iiweiisible,  Alas! 
Garwrn.  added  she.  it  in  not  you  that  I  talk 
ta  My  imaginatnn  being  overcharged 
with  your  image,  has  given  tliis  stranger  a 
deceitful  resemblance.  The  eon  of  Aboa 
Ayoub,  thoueh  never  fo  sksk,  would  know 
the  voke  of  Fetnah.  At  the  name  of  Fet- 
nah,  Ganem  (ibr  it  was  really  he)  opened 
hit  eyes,  and  turned  his  face  towards  the 
pemntnat  spoke  to  him;  and  knowing  the 


l^iph's  fiivourite,  Ah !  madam,  taid  he,  by 

What,  miracle He  could  tay  no  morej 

such  a  suiiden  transoort  of  joy  seized  hfan, 
that  he  tainted  away.  Fetnah  and  the 
s)rndic  did  all  they  could  to  bring  him  to 
himself;  but  as  soon  as  they  pereeived  ho 
began  to  revive,  the  sjmdic  desired  the  lady 
to  withdraw,  for  fear  lest  the  tight  of  her 
should  heighten  Ganem's  distemper. 

The  young  man,  having  recovered  hit 
senses,  hoked  all  around,  and  not  seeing 
what  he  looked  lor,  cried  out,  What  is  h^ 
come  oi'you,  charming  Fetnah  ?  Did  you 
really  appear  bclbre  my  eyes,  or  was  it  only 
an  illusion  ?  No,  sir  said  the  sjmdic,  it  was 
no  illusk)n.  It  was  I  that  caused  that  lady 
to  withdraw,  but  you  shall  see  her  again, 
as  soon  as  you  are  in  a  conditkm  to  oear 
her  eight.  You  now  stand  in  need  of  rest, 
and  notliing  ought  to  obstruct  your  ttMsm 
it  The  situatkxi  of  your  afiairt  it  altered, 
since  you  are,  as  I  suppose,  that  Ganem,  in 
favour  of  whom  the  commander  of  the  true 
believers  has  cauMd  a  proclamatkHi  to  be 
made  in  Bagdad,  declaring  that  he  Ibrgivet 


you  with  the  rest,  therefore  think  oi' nothing 
out  recovering  your  health :  1  will  contrn 
bute  all  in  my  power  towards  it.  Having 
spoken  these  words,  he  letl  Ganem  to  take 
his  rest,  and  went  himself  to  provide  ibr 
him  all  such  medicines  as  were  proper  to 
recover  his  strength,  exhausted  by  hard 
living  and  toil. 

During  that  time  Fetnah  wat  in  the  room 
with  Alookxnh  and  her  mother,  where  al- 
most the  mme  tcene  was  acted  over  again ; 
tor  when  Ganem's  mother  understood  that 
the  sick  stranger  whom  the  syndie  had  jutt 
brought  into  nit  houte  wat  Ganem  him- 
telf,  the  was  so  overjoyed,  that  the  alto 
swooned  away ;  and  when,  with  the  aasitt- 
ance  of  Fetnah  and  the  t3ntMUc't  wifcL  she 
wat  again  come  to  herself,  the  would  nave 
got  lip,  to  go  and  see  her  son;  but  the 
byndic  coming  in,  hindered  her,  represent* 
ing  that  Ganem  was  so  weak  and  ema- 
ciated, that  it  would  endanger  his  life  to 
excite  in  him  those  emotkmt  which  must 
be  the  oonieauenre  of  the  unexpected  tight 
of  a  beloved  mother  and  sister.  Th«re 
was  no  occasion  for  the  syndic^  sajing  any 
more  to  Ganem's  mother ;  as  soon  at  the 
was  told  that  she  could  not  converse  with 
her  son,  without  hazarding  hit  lilb,  the 
censed  insisting  to  go  and  tee  him.  Then 
Fetnah  saki.  Let  us  blest  Heaven  for  hav- 
ing brought  us  all  together  into  one  place. 
I  will  return  to  the  palace  to  give  the  ca- 
liph an  account  of  ail  thete  adventures, 
and  to-morrow  morning  1  will  return  to  you. 
This  said,  she  embraced  the  mother  and 
the  daughter,  and  went  away.  At  tooq 
as  the  came  to  the  palaoe,  the  tent  Ml 


to  requett  a  pdvata  andienoe  of  the  caliph, 
which  wat  unmednOely  granted ;  and  be- 
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wg  biouffht  iiitothat  prince's  closet,  whrrc 
he  was  alotie,  she  prostrated  herself  at  his 
feet  with  her  nands  on  the  j^round,  ae- 
ooraing  to  custom.  He  commanded  her 
to  mei  and  having  made  her  sit  down, 
Mked  whether  she  nad  hoard  any  news  of 
Qanem  ?  Commander  of  the  true  believ- 
efa,  said  she,  I  have  been  so  succcsEiful, 
that  I  have  round  him,  as  also  his  mother 
and  sister.  The  caliph  was  curious  to  know- 
how  she  oould  find  them  in  so  stiort  a  time, 
and  she  satisfied  his  curiosity,  fviving-  so 
many  thinn  in  commendation  of  GanemV 
mother  and  sister,  tliat  he  desired  to  kcc 
them,  as  well  as  the  younjsr  merchant 

Though  Haroun  Alrak;hid  wais  |>ai;- 
sionate.  and  in  his  heat  sometimes  ^ilty 
d'cruel  actions ;  yet  in  return,  he  was  just, 
and  the  most  generous  prince  in  the  world, 
as  soon  as  his  an^r  was  over,  and  he  was 
made  sensible  or  the  wrong  he  had  done. 
Having  therefore  no  Jonger  cause  to  doubt 
but  that  he  had  unjusOV  pensecuteit  Ga- 
nem  and  his  family,  and  having  publicly 
wronged  them,  he  resolved  to  male  them 
public  satisfaction.  I  am  overjoyed,  naicl 
he  to  Fetnah,  tliat  your  search  has  proved 
so  successful ;  it  is  a  mighty  satiRfaction  to 
me,  not  so  much  for  your  sake  as  for  my 
own.  I  will  keep  the  promise  I  have  made 
you.  You  shall  marry  Ganem,  axvl  I  here 
declare  you  are  no  longer  my  slave :  you 
are  free.  Go  back  to  tliat  younj?  merchant, 
and  as  soon  as  he  has  recovered  his  health, 
you  shall  bring  him  to  me,  with  his  mother 
and  sister. 

The  next  morning  earlv  Fetnah  reixiire^l 
to  tlie  syndic  of  the  jewellers,  being  impa- 
tient to  near  of  Ganem's  health,  and  to  tell 
the  motlier  and  dau^ter  the  good  news 
she  had  fur  them.  The  first  periion  she 
met  with  was  the  svndic,  who  told  her  that 
Ganem  had  rested  very  well  tliat  night ; 
and  that  his  distemper  proceeded  alto^ 
ther  from  melancholy,  and  the  cause  being 
removed,  he  would  soon  recover  his  health. 

Accordingly  the  wnof  Ahou  A>'oub  was 
much  amended.  Rest,  and  the  good  medi- 
cines he  hiid  taken,  but,  above  all,  the  dif- 
ferent situation  of  his  mind,  had  wrought 
m  good  an  effect,  that  tlie  syndic  thought 
he  might  without  tlanger  s(^  his  motiier, 
his  sister,  and  his  mivtress,  provided  he  was 
prepared  to  receive  theai ;  because  there 
was  ground  to  tear,  tluU,  not  knowing  his 
moUier  and  sister  were  at  Dagdad,  the 
si^ht  of  them  miirht  occasion  too  great  sur- 
prise and  joy.  It  was  therefore  resolved, 
that  Fetnah  should  first  go  alone  into  Ga- 
nem's  chamber,  and  then  make  a  sign  to 
the  two  other  ladies  to  api)ear,  when  she 
ilxHight  it  WHS  proper. 

Matteni  being  so  ordered,  the  synodic  an- 
nounced Fetnah V  coming  to  the  sick  man. 
who  was  so  transixMted  to  see  her.  that  he 
was  again  near  fainting  away.  WeJl,  Ga- 
nem, said  she,  drawing  near  to  his  bed,  you 
have  again  found  your  Fetnah,  whom  you  I 


thought  you  had  lost  for  ever.  Ah,  ma- 
dam, eagerly  interrupting  her,  what  mira- 
cle has  restored  you  to  my  sight  ?  Ithou^ 
you  were  in  the  caliph's  palace ;  that  prinee 
has  doubtless  listened  to  you.  You  have 
dispelled  his  jealousy,  and  he  hai  restoied 
you  to  his  favour. 

Yes,  my  dear  Ganem.  answered  Fet- 
nah, I  have  cleared  myi^elf  before  the  oom- 
mander  of  the  true  believers,  who,  to  make 
amends  for  the  wrong  he  has  done  you, 
bestows  me  on  you  for  a  wife.  Thew  last 
words  (x>casioncd  such  an  excess  of  joy  in 
Ganem,  that  he  knew  not  for  a  while  fiow 
to  express  himself,  otherwise  than  br  that 
passionate  silence  so  well  known  to  lovenu 
At  lencrth  he  broke  out  in  thew  words: 
Deautitlil  Fetnah,  cried  he,  may  I  give 
credit  to  what  you  tell  me?  May  I  believe 
that  the  caliph  really  resigYis  you  to  Abou 
Ayoub's  son  ?  Nothing  is  more  certain, 
iinswcred  the  lad  v.  That  prince,  who  be- 
fore caused  search  to  be  made  for  joa,  to 
take  away  your  life,  and  who  in  his  fury 
caused  your  mother  and  your  sister  tosufier 
a  thousand  indignities,  desires  now  to  see 
v<m,  that  he  may  rewturd  the  respect  yoa 
had  for  him :  and  there  is  no  questkm  to  be 
made  but  that  he  will  load  your  fiunily 
with  his  favours. 

Granem  asked  what  the  caliph  had  done 
to  his  mother  and  sister,  which  Fetnah  told 
him ;  and  he  could  not  forbear  letting  tall 
some  tears  at  that  relation,  notwithstanding 
the  thoughts  which  aro^e  in  his  mind  at  the 
news  of  being  married  to  his  mist  reae:  But 
when  Fetnah  infbrme<l  him  that  they  were 
actually  in  Bagdad,  an<l  in  the  raime  hoaK 
with  him,  he  appeared  so  impatient  to  we 
them,  that  the  mvouriie  could  no  longer 
deter  giving  him  tliat  satisfaction ;  and  ac- 
cordingly called  them  in.  They  wen  at 
the  door,  only  waiting  for  that  moment 
They  came  m,  went  up  to  Ganem.  and 
embracing  him  in  their  turns,  kiiwed  aim  a 
thousand  times.  What  team  were  ihed 
amidst  those  embraces!  Gaiiem's  face 
was  bathed  with  tliem.  as  well  as  his  mo- 
ther's and  sister's ;  and  Fetnah  let  fall 
abundance.  The  s>'ndic  himself  and  his 
wife  were  so  moved  at  the  spectacle,  thxt 
they  could  not  tbrbear  weeping*,  nor  sufn- 
ciently  admire  the  Kccret  workings  ol*  Pn>- 
vklence,  which  brought  together  into  clieir 
house  lour  persons,  whom  fortune  hadm 
cruelly  parted. 

When  they  had  all  dried  up  their  tears. 
Ganem  drew  fresh  torrents,  by  the  recital 
of  all  he  had  suffered  from  the  clay  he  left 
Fetnah  till  the  moment  the  syndic  brourhi 
him  to  his  houjie.  He  told  tlicm.  that  hav- 
iiiir  taken  retuge  in  a  small  \illage,  he  tben* 
fell  Rk*k;  that  some  charitable  peasantw 
hail  taken  care  of  him,  but  finding  he  did 
not  recover,  a  cameklrivcr  hod  underta- 
ken to  carry  him  to  the  hoHpital  at  Bagdad. 
Fetnah  also  told  them  ail  the  uneasinea  oiT 
her  imprisonment ;  liow  the  caliph,  havinf 
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iittund  her  talk  in  the  tower,  had  Fxmt  for 
lier  into  his  ciofiet,  and  hour  me  had  clear- 
ed heraelf.  In  oonclumon,  when  they  had 
related  what  accidents  had  helallcn  them, 
Fetoah  said,  Let  \w  blem  Heaven,  which 
has  brouj^ht  t»  ail  tof^ether  tu^ain,  and  let 
us  think  ol'  nothinji:  but  the  luippiiicss  that 
attends  us.  As  soon  as  Gkinem  has  reco- 
vered hid  health,  he  must  appear  belbrethe 
oaliph,  with  his  mother  ami  sister ;  but  as 
thev  are  not  in  a  oonditk)n  to  be  seen,  I  will 
make  some  provision  fbrthem.  I  desire  you 
to  fAiiy  a  moment 

This  said,  she  went  away  to  the  palace, 
and  soon  returned  to  the  syndic's  with  a 
purse  containing:  a  thousiind  pieces  nf^ld, 
which  she  delivered  to  the  nyndics  dcvirin^r 
him  to  buy  ck>th«i  tor  the  mother  and 
daughter.  The  syndic,  who  was  a  man  ot* 
gooiTtadte,  choFe  such  &s  were  very  hand- 
some, and  had  them  made  up  with  all 
speed.  The3r  u'ere  finished  in  three  days, 
and  Granem  lindinf?  himself  fCrong  enoush 
to  go  abroad,  prepared  ibr  it ;  but  on  the 
day  he  had  appointed  to  pav  his  resnectsto 
the  caliph,  when  he  was  making  reacljfWith 
his  mother  and  sister,  the  rrand  vizier  Gi- 
alar  came  to  the  syndks's  noune. 

That  minister  oame  on  horseback,  attend- 
ed by  a  ^reat  number  of  otiiccr&  Sir,  said 
he  to  Granem,  as  soon  as  he  came  in,  I  am 
•ome  from  the  commander  of  the  true  bt^ 
lievera,  my  master  and  ^ours ;  tlie  onlen:  I 
have  diiier  very  much  trom  thoee  which  I 
do  not  care  to  revive  in  your  memory ;  I 
am  to  bear  vou  comfKinv,  and  to  present 
you  to  the  calii)h,  who  is  desirous  to  see  you. 
Ganem  n'turned  no  other  answer  to  the 
vizier's  compliment,  than  by  prolbundly 
bowinc?  hiK  head,  ana  then  mounted  a  horse 
brought  from  the  caliph^s  stables,  which  he 
managed  very  ^raceluliy.  The  mother  and 
daui^hter  wore  mounted  on  mules  belong- 
ing to  the  iKilace,  aiul  whil^  Fetnah  on 
aniither  mule  led  them  a  by-wav  to  the 
princess  court,  Giatiir  coiuliicted  Ganem 
another  way,  and  brought  him  into  tlie  htill 
ol'  audience.  The  caliph  was  there  sitting 
on  his  throne,  encompai«ed  with  emirs,  vi- 
sieTK,  and  other  atteiulants  and  courtiers, 
Arabs,  Per^iiuis,  Ej;>'ptians,  Africans,  aiKl 
Syrians,  of  his  own  dominions,  not  to  men- 
tion stranffers. 

When  the  vizier  had  conducted  Ganem 
to  tlie  foot  of  the  throne,  that  yoiuig  mer- 
chant paid  his  obeioancc,  prostrating  him- 
Helf  with  hii«  face  to  the  ground,  and  then 
rkiiig,  made  a  hamlsome  compliment  in 
verse,  which,  thoiij^h  extempore,  met  with 
tiie  approbation  of  the  whole  court.  Atler 
his  compliment,  the  caliiih  caused  him  to 
draw  ntnr,  and  said  to  nim^  I  am  glad  to 
aee  you,  and  desire  to  hear  trom  your  own 
mouth  wlicre  you  found  my  tavoiirite,  and 
all  that  you  liave  done  lor  her.  Ganem 
dbe/ed,  and  appeared  so  sincere,  that  the 
caliph  was  convinced  of  hii  sincerity.  That 
princeordereda  very  rioh  vest  to  oe  iriven 


him,  acconlin?  to  tlic  custom  obnerved  with 
those  who  are  admitted  to  audience.  Af- 
ter which  he  said  to  him,  Ganem,  I  will 
have  you  live  in  my  court.  Commander 
of  the  true  bel Havers,  uni*wered  the  youog 
merchant,  a  slave  has  no  will  but  his  mas- 
ter'8,  on  whom  his  life  and  ibrtune  depend. 
The  caliph  was  highly  pleased  with  QtL- 
nem's  answer, and  aligned  him  a  conskler^ 
ablepension.  Then  the  firince  came  down 
from  his  throne,  and  Ciiusine  only  Ganem 
and  the  grand  vizier  to  ibliow  him,  went 
into  his  own  apartment. 

Not  questioning  but  that  Fetnah  was 
there,  with  Abou  Ayoub's  widow  and 
daui^hter,  he  c^iused  tliem  to  be  called  in. 
They  prostrated  themselves  betbre  him ;  he 
made  them  rise ;  and  was  so  taken  with 
Alcok)mb's  beauty,  that  after  viewing  her 
ver3r  attentively,  he  said,  I  am  so  sorry  for 
having  treatecl  your  charms  so  unworthily, 
that  I  owe  them  such  a  satisfaction  as  may 
surpass  the  injury  I  have  done  tliem.  I 
take  yon  to  wite ;  and  by  that  means  shall 
punish  Zobeide,  who  shall  become  the  first 
cause  of  your  good  ibrtune,  as  she  was  of 
vour  past  sufTerings.  This  is  not  all,  added 
he,  turning  tnwanis  Ganem's  mother:  you 
are  still  youn^ ;  f  beliei'e  you  will  not  dis- 
dain to  be  allif^  to  my  grand  vizier:  1  give 
vou  toGriafar,  and  you,  Fetnah.  to  Ganem. 
Let  a  cadi  aiui  witnesses  be  called,  and  the 
three  contractii  be  dnxwn  up  and  signed 
immediately.  Ganem  would  have  repre- 
sented to  the  caliph,  that  it  would  be  ho- 
nour eiwugh  tor  his  Ht^ter  to  be  one  of  his 
favouritOH ;  but  ttuit  prince  was  resolved  to 
ranrryher. 

He  thought  this  such  an  extraordinary 
story,  that  ne  ordered  a  famous  historian 
to  commit  it  to  writing  with  all  its  circum- 
stances. It  was  afterwsirds  laid  up  in  his 
library,  and  mnnv  copies  being  transcribed 
from  that  original,  it  became  i^ublk*,. 

Atler  Scheherazade  had  finished  the  his- 
tory of  Cranem,  son  of  Abou  Ayoub,  the 
sultan  of  the  Indies  cxprewed  his  satisfac- 
tion :  Sir,  said  the  sultanes*.  since  this  story 
has  pleased  you,  I  humbly  intrcat  your  ma- 
jesty to  be  pleased  to  hear  that  of  Zeyn 
Alasiamanid  the  King  of  tlie  Gtenii,  which 
will  afibrd  vaa  equal  plcjunire :  Schahriar 
consented;  out  as  day  bei^an  to  appear,  it 
was  deterred  till  the  tbllowing  night,  when 
she  began  as  followd: 

The  Hittoiy  of  Prince  Zeyn  AUunam 
ami  the  King^  cf  the  Geniu 

A  king  of  Balsora,  who  powewod  great 
wealth,  ami  was  well  beloved  by  his  sub- 
jects, had  no  children,  which  was  a  great 
atflictkin  to  him;  andtherelbre  he  made 
presents  to  all  the  holy  persons  in  his  dth 
minions,  to  engage  them  to  beg  a  son  tr 
him  of  heaven :  and  their  prayen  being 
effectual,  the  queen  proved  with  child,  and 
was  happily  ddivered  of  a  prince,  who' 
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named  Zeyii  Alasnam,  which  Hi^iiifies  ik- 
nameiit  of  the  Statues. 

The  kiiig  csciised  all  tho  n^tmloffera  in  his 
kingdom  to  be  aft«emblt;d.  and  ordered 
Uieni  to  calculate  the  intknt's  nativity. 
Tliev  Ibund  by  their  obKervatimiH  that  he 
would  live  loog:,  and  be  very  brave  ;  but 
tiint  all  his  courage  would  be  little  enough 
to  carry  him  throusrh  the  mistbrtunes  that 
tiireatened  liini.  The  king  was  iKit  daunt- 
ed at  this  predictk)n :  My  wn,  said  he,  is 
not  10  be  ^)itied,Rince  lie  will  be  brave :  it  is 
fit  that  pnnces  should  liave  a  tarte  of  mis- 
fortunes ;  tor  adversity  tries  virtue,  and  they 
are  the  better  qualitied  to  reis'n. 

He  rewarded  the  ai>troIogerri,  and  dis- 
misned  tliem :  and  ctiused  Zeyn  to  be  edu- 
cated with  the  greatest  care  imaginable, 
appointing  him  able  nui^ters  as  soon  as  he 
WHi<  of  age  to  receive  their  instructiont:.  In 
xliort,  lie  proposed  to  make  him  an  accom- 

Eliehed  prince,  when  on  a  sudden  this  sood 
inff  jell  sick  of  a  distemper,  whk^  alt  the 
iriulTorhis  phyocians  could  not  cure.  Per- 
ceiviiig  hii  disease  was  mortal,  he  sent 
ior  liis  son,  and  among  otlier  things  advised 
him  rather  to  endeavour  to  be  lielovcd  than 
to  be  ieared  by  his  people  -,  not  to  give  ear 
to  Hatterers ;  to  be  as  slow  in  rewarding  as 
in  punishing,  because  it  ollen  happens  that 
monarchs,  misled  by  lalse  appearances, 
Umd  wicked  men  with  tavoure,  andoppretf 
the  innocent 

Asfoon  as  the  kin^  was  dead,  prince 
Zeyn  went  into  mourning,  which  he  wore 
Mvendays,  and  the  eightn  he  aacended  the 
throne,  taking  his  father's  seal  off  the  roval 
treaMiry,  and  putting  on  his  own,  begin- 
ning thus  to  taste  the  sweets  of  rulmg.  the 
ElcaAire  of  seeing  all  his  courtiers  bow  down 
efc)rc  him,  and  make  it  tlicir  whole  study 
to  sliow  their  zeal  and  Dbedicnce.  In  a 
word,  the  sovereign  uower  was  too  agree- 
;iblc  to  hinL  He  only  ro^arded  what  his 
subjects  owed  to  him,  without  considering 
what  was  his  duty  towards  them,  and  con- 
sequently took  little  care  to  govern  them 
well.  He  wallowed  in  all  sorts  of  debau- 
chery among  the  voluptuous  youth,  on 
whom  he  conferred  the  prime  employments 
of  the  kingdom.  He  lost  all  command  of 
his  power.  Bein^  naturally  prodigal,  he 
set  no  boumis  to  his  grants,  so  tluit  his  wo- 
men aiH]  his  favountes  insensibly  drained 
his  treasur}'. 

The  queen  hii»  mother  was  still  living, 
a  discreet  wise  princess.  She  had  several 
times  uns uccessmlly  tried  to  check  her  M)n's 
prodigality  ami  debauchery,  givinir  him  to 
understand,  that,  if  he  did  not  Kxin  take 
another  course,  he  would  not  on  I  v  squander 
his  wealth,  but  would  also  alienate  the 
minds  of  his  people,  and  occasion  some  ro- 
volutkKi,  which  perhaps  might  cost  him  his 
crown  and  his  tile.  What  uie  had  foretold 
was  very  near  falling  out :  the  people  be- 
gan u>  murmur  agamst  the  jgoverDment, 
ftnd  tbeir  murmun  had  certainly  bMn  M- 


lowed  by  a  genenil  levolt,  had  not  the 
mieen  hod  the  address  to  prevent  it  Bat 
tnat  princeo*  being  acquainted  with  the 
ill  posture  of  af&irs,  informed  the  kmg. 
who  at  hi£t  suffered  himself  to  be  prevaiJea 
upon.  He  committed  the  government  to 
discreet  aged  men.  who  knewliowto  keep 
tlie  people  within  the  bounds  of  duty. 

Zeyn,  secinsr  all  his  wealth  eonramed. 
repented  tliat  he  had  made  no  better  hm  of 
it  He  fell  into  a  dcadl3r  melancholy,  and 
nothing  could  comfort  him.  One  nigm  be 
saw  in  a  dream  a  venerable  old  man  eom- 
ing  towards  him,  who  with  a  smiling  ooon- 
tenancc  naid,  Know,  Zeyn,  thatthmisno 
sorrow  but  what  is  tbl lowed  bv  mirth,  no 
misfortune  but  what  in  the  end  brings  foroe 
happiness.  If  you  desire  to  see  the  end  oT 
your  atlliotion,  get  up,  set  out  for  Egypt,  00 
to  Grand  Cairo ;  a  great  Idrtune  atteiodii 
you  there. 

The  pnnce,when  he  awakexl  in  the  morn- 
ing, was  struck  with  this  dream,  and  spoke 
ofit  very  seriously  to  his  mother,  who  only 
laughed  at  it.  My  son,  said  die  to  him, 
would  you  now  go  into  Erypt  on  the  fedth 
of  that  fine  dream  ?  Why  not,  madam  ? 
answered  Zeyn :  do  you  imagine  all  dreamt 
are  chimerical  ?  No,  no,  some  of  them  are 
mysterious.  My  preceptors  have  told  me  a 
thousand  scone&which  will  not  permit  me 
to  doubt  of  it  Besides,  though  I  were  not 
otherwise  convinced,  I  could  not  fbtbcar 
giving  some  credit  to  my  dreann.  The 
old  man  that  appeared  to  me  had  some- 
thing supernatural :  he  was  not  oneof  them 
men  whom  nothing  but  age  makes  vene- 
rable; there  appeared  a  divine  air  abcNit 
his  person.  In  short,  he  waji  such  a  one  as 
our  great  prophet  is  represented;  and  if 
vou  will  have  me  tell  you  what  I  think,  I 
lielieve  it  wn*  ho,  wlio,  pitying  my  afffie- 
tion,  designs  to  n^lieve  it.  I  relv'on  the 
confidence  he  has  inspired  mn  with.  I  am 
full  of  his  promises,  and  have  resolved  to 
follow  his  advice.  The  qutx^n  endeavour^ 
ed  to  dispuade  him,  but  in  vain.  The 
prince  committed  to  her  the  govermnent 
of  the  kingdom,  set  out  one  night  verypr^ 
vately  from  liis  palace,  and  took  the  road 
to  Cairo,  without  sudering  any  perno  10 
attend  him. 

After  much  trouble  and  fatigtie,  heanf^ 
ed  at  that  famous  city,  like  which  there  are 
tew  in  the  world,  either  for  extent  or  beaa- 
ty.  He  alighted  at  the  gate  of  a  monoe, 
where,  being  spent  by  wear i new,  he  lay 
down.  No  sooner  was  he  fallen  asleep, 
than  he  saw  the  same  old  man,  who  midtv 
him,  I  am  pleased  with  you,  my  son ;  yon 
have  ffi\'en  credit  to  m^'  words. '  You  hew 
come  nit  her  without  being  deterred  by  liie 
length  or  the  difficulties  of  the  war:  bat 
know  I  have  not  put  you  upon  underiak^ 
such  a  long  journey  with  anv  other  dngn 
than  to  try  you.  I  find  yon  nave  coonfe 
and  resolution.  You  deserve  I  ■honMinaaB 
vou  the  richest  and  happieat  prinee  m  Ae 
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world.  Return  to  Bahora,  and  you  shall 
fiod  iiDroenae  wealth  in  your  palace.  No 
kuur  ever  poneesed  bo  much  as  there  is. 

liie  prince  was  not  pleaded  with  that 
dream.  Alas  I  thought  he  to  himdeli*,  when 
he  awaked,  how  much  was  I  mistaken? 
That  old  man,  whom  I  took  for  our  pro- 
phet, is  no  other  than  tlie  productkm  ofmy 
disturbed  imoginatxHi.  My  fancy  was  so 
lull  ot'him,  tlmt  it  is  no  wonder  I  have  seen 
him  ag[ain.  I  had  best  return  to  Balsora : 
what  should  I  do  here  any  k>nger  ?  It  it 
very  happy  that  I  told  none  but  my  mo- 
ther Uie  nioti\'e  of  my  joumev :  1  should 
become  a  jest  to  my  people,  if  they  knew 
iL 

Accordln^lv,  he  set  out  again  for  his 
kingdom,  and  as  soon  as  he  arrived  there, 
the  queen  asked  him  whether  he  returned 
well  pleased  7  He  told  her  all  that  bad 
happened,  and  was  so  much  concerned  for 
having  been  so  creduk>us,  that  the  aueen, 
ioetead  of  adding  to  his  vexatkMi,  By  re- 

S roving  or  lau^lung  at  him,  oomtbrted  him. 
*orbear  afflicting  >'ourKlf,  ray  son,  said  she : 
if  God  has  appomted  you  riches,  you  will 
have  them  without  any  trouble,  fie  easy ; 
all  that  I  recommend  to  you  is,  to  be  virtu- 
ous; renounce  the  delights  of  dancing, 
music,  and  high  coloured  wine :  shun  tm 
these  pleasures;  they  have  already  abnost 
ruined  you ;  apply  yourself  to  make  your 
■utiliecta  hapny ;  by  securing  their  happi- 
ness, you  will  establish  your  own. 

Prince  Zejrn  swore  he  would  ibr  the  fu- 
ture follow  his  mother's  advice,  and  be  di- 
rected by  the  wise  viziers  she  had  made 
choice  01  to  assist  him  in  suoporting  the 
weight  of  the  government  But  the  very 
night  afler  he  returned  to  his  palace,  he 
•aw  the  old  man  the  third  time  in  a  dream, 
who  said  to  him.  The  time  oi'  your  proe- 
peritjr  it  oome,  brave  Zeyn:  to-morrow 
morning,  as  soon  us  you  are  up,  take  a  lit- 
tle pick-axe,  and  go  dis  in  the  late  king's 
closet ;  you  will  there  find  a  mighty  trea- 
eure. 

As  soon  as  the  prince  awaked,  he  cot  up, 
ran  to  the  queen's  apartment,  and  with 
much  eagerness  told  her  the  new  dream  of 
that  nighu  Really,  my  son^  said  the  queen, 
smiling,  that  is  a  very  positive  old  man ;  he 
ie  not  satisfied  with  having  deceived  you 
twice;  have  you  a  mind  to  believe  dim 
again?  No,  madam,  answered  2^yn,I give 
no  credit  to  what  he  has  said ;  but  I  will, 
fijT  my  own  satisfaction,  search  my  father^ 
closet.  I  really  fancied  so,  cried  the  queen, 
laughing  heartilyj  go,  my  son,  satisfy  your- 
eelf^  my  comfort  is,  that  work  is  not  so  fa- 
tiguing as  the  journey  to  Ecypt 

1%'eu,  madam,  answered  the  king,  I  must 
own  that  this  third  dream  has  restored  my 
confidence,  Ibr  it  is  connected  with  the  two 

Shers:  let  us  examine  the  old  manV  words. 
e  first  directed  me  to  go  into  Egypt ; 
there  he  tokl  me  he  had  put  me  opoo  tak- 
ing that  journey  only  to  tiy  me.    Return 
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to  Balsora,  said  he;  that  ib  the  place 
where  you  are  to  find  treasures :  this  night 
he  has  exactly  pointed  out  to  me  the  place 
where  they  are :  these  three  dreams,  m  my 
opimon,  are  connected.  A  tier  all,  they 
may  be  chimerical:  but  I  would  rather 
search  in  vain  than  blame  myself  as  bng 
as  I  live,  for  having  perhaps  missed  oi 
great  riches  by  being  unseasonably  mcre- 
dulous. 

Having  spoken  these  words,  he  led  the 
queen's  apartment,  caused  a  pick-axe  to  be 
brought  him,  and  went  alone  into  the  late 
king%  closet  He  tell  to  breaking  up  the 
ground;  and  took  up  above  half  ttUt  square 
etones  it  was  paved  with,  and  yet  saw  not 
the  least  appearance  of  what  he  touj^ht 
afler.  He  ceased  working  to  take  a  httle 
rest,  thinking  within  himself,  I  am  much 
afraid  my  mother  had  cause  enough  to 
laugh  at  me.  However,  he  took  heart,  and 
went  on  with  his  labour,  nor  had  he  cause 
to  repent ;  for  on  a  sudden  he  discovered  a 
white  stone,  which  he  took  up,  and  under 
it  found  a  door,  made  fast  with  a  steel  pad- 
lock ;  this  he  broke  with  the  pick-axe^  and 
ooened  the  door,  which  covered  a  staircase 
oT  white  marble.  He  immediately  lighted 
a  candle,  and  went  down  tliose  stairs  into 
a  room,  the  floor  whereof  was  laid  with 
tiles  of  china-ware,  and  the  roof  and  walk 
were  of  crystal ;  but  he  particukirly  fixed 
his  eyes  upon  four  slielves,  a  little  raised 
above  the  rest  of  the  floor,  on  each  of  which 
there  were  ten  urns  of  porphyry.  He  fan- 
cied they  were  full  of  wine :  Well,  said  he, 
that  wine  roust  be  very  old ;  I  do  not  que»- 
tkm  but  it  is  excellent  He  went  up  to  one 
of  the  nms,  took  ofi*  the  cover,  and  with  no 
leas  )oy  than  surprise  perceived  it  was  full 
of  pieces  of  jrold.*  He  searched  all  the 
forty,  one  after  anotlier,  and  found  them 
full  of  the  same  coin,  look  out  a  handful, 
and  carried  it  to  the  queen. 

That  princess,  it  may  be  imagined,  was 
amazed  when  the  king  gave  her  an  ac- 
count of  what  he  had  seen.  O !  my  son, 
said  she,  take  heed  you  do  not  lavish  awar 
all  that  treasure  foolishly,  as  you  have  m- 
ready  done  the  reyal  treasure.  Let  not 
ywu  enemies  have  so  much  occaaon  to  re- 
joice. No,  madam,  answered  Zevn,  I  will 
from  hencetbrward  live  afler  such  a  man- 
ner as  shall  be  pleasing;  to  you. 

The  queen  desired  the  king  her  eon  to 
conduct  her  to  that  wondeHul  subterrane- 
ous place,  which  the  late  king  her  husband 
had  made  with  such  secrecy,  that  die  had 
never  heard  the  least  of  it  Zeyn  led  her 
to  the  ckMCt,  down  the  marble  stairs,  and 
into  the  chamber  where  the  urns  were. 
She  observed  every  thing  with  the  eye  of 
curiosity,  and  in  a  comer  spied  a  little  urn 
of  the  same  sort  of  stone  as  the  others. 
The  prince  had  not  before  taken  notkeof 
it,  butopening,  found  in  ita  golden  k^.  My 
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pon,  said  tlift  quccii,  this  key  certainly  he- 
lon!<f) to eome  other  treasure:  let  ur*  look 
all  about ;  perhaiis  we  niay  discover  the 
use  it  is  detji^icd  iur. 

They  examined  the  chamber  with  the 
utmost  exactii  ««,  a:id  at  length  limnd  a 
key-hole  in  one  ol'  the  iwiinels  of  the  wall, 
and  ^e«^  it  to  be  thai  to  which  the  kev 
belonged.  The  kiiic  inimedintely  tried, 
and  ad  readily  opened  the  dt>or,  which  lotl 
mto  a  chamber,  in  the  midst  ot'  which  were 
nine  petlrstals  of  massy  gold,  on  ei^ht  ol* 
which  stood  as  many  statues,  each  ot  them 
made  of  a  Fi:igle  diamond,  and  from  tliem 
came  such  a  brightness,  that  the  whole 
room  was  perfectly  IJijht. 

O  Heavens !  cried  Zeyn,  in  astonishment, 
where  could  my  fatlier  find  such  rarities  ? 
The  ninth  pedestal  re(k)ubicd  this  amaze- 
ment, lor  it  was  covered  with  a  piece  of 
white  satin,  on  which  ^vere  written  these 
wonls,  '  Dear  son,  it  cost  me  much  toil  to 
get  these  ei^s^ht  Ptatiies;  but  tliongh  they 
arc  extraordinarily  l)eautifal,  you  must  un- 
derstand that  there  is  a  ninth  in  the  world, 
which  GurpasKes  them  all :  tliat  alone  is 
worth  more  than  a  thousand  such  as  these : 
if  you  desire  to  be  master  of  it,  tro  to  the 
city  of  Cairo  in  Egvnt :  one  of  mv  old 
«Ia ves^whoae  name  is  Mobarec,*  lives  there ; 
ycfM  will  easily  find  him ;  the  tirst  pcrmn 

Sou  meet  will  show  you  his  house ;  find 
jm  out,  and  tell  him  all  that  has  befallen 
Tou :  he  will  know  you  to  be  m v  son,  and 
he  will  conduct  3rou  to  the  place  where 
that  wonderful  statue  is,  which  you  will 
get  with  safety.' 

The  orince  having  read  these  words, 
said  to  the  queen,  I  should  be  sorry  to  be 
without  that  ninth  statue  \  it  must  certain- 
ly be  a  very  rare  piece,  smce  all  these  to- 
gether are  not  of  so  great  value.  .  I  will 
set  out  for  Grand  Cairo ;  nor  do  1  believe, 
madam,  tliat  you  will  oppose  mv  design. 
No,  my  son,  answered  the  queen,  I  am  not 
a^nst  it :  you  are  certainly  under  the  spe- 
cial protection  of  our  great  prophet ;  he 
will  not  suffer  you  to  perish  in  this  journey. 
Set  out  when  you  think  fit :  your  viziers 
and  1  will  take  care  of  the  jgovemment  du- 
ring your  absence.  The  pnnce  made  read  v 
his  equipaj^.  but  would  take  only  a  small 
number  of  slaves  with  him. 
Nothing;  remarkable  befell  him  by  the  way, 
but  arrivmg  at  Cairo,  he  inquired  tor  Mo- 
barec.  The  people  told  him  he  was  one  oi' 
the  wealthiest  inhabitants  of  the  city ;  that 
he  lived  like  a  great  k>rd ;  and  that  his 
house  was  oj  en,  especially  for  strangers. 
Zeynwns  conducted  thither,  knocked  at  the 
^ate,  which  a  slave  opened,  and  said,  What 
IF  it  you  want,  and  who  are  you  V  I  am  a 
stranger,  answered  the  prince,  and  having 
heard  much  of  the  bra  Mobarec's  gene- 

'  "  Mobsrfc"  isllic  nime  of  a  Mahommedan 
Mint,  and  of  seiTml  Arabian  writers  mentioned 
by  I'Herbclot 


rosity,  am  come  to  take  up  my  lodging 
with  him.  'i*he  slave  d<^ire«l  Zeyn  to  stay 
awhile,  and  >vent  to  acquaint  his  maiter, 
who  ordered  him  to  desire  the  stranger  to 
walk  in.  The  slave  returned  to  the  gate, 
ami  told  tlie  |)rince  lie  wiis  welcome. 

Zeyn  went  in,  crossed!  a  large  ooart,  an<i 
entered  into  a  hall  miignificencly  luni»hc(1. 
where  Mobarecex|>octed  him, and  received 
him  very  CJMirtwuslv,  returning  thanks  lor 
the  honour  lie  did  him  in  accepting  a  lodg- 
ing in  hid  hoorfc.  The  prince,  having  ai>- 
swered  his  compliment,  s:iid  to  Mobarec.  I 
am  son  to  the  late  king  of  Balsora^and  my 
name  is  Zeyn  Alasnam.  That  king,  viid 
Mobiircp,  was  lonnerly  my  master;  but, 
my  lord,  I  never  knew  of  any  child^  he 
had :  what  is  your  a«j^  ?  I  am  twenty  yean 
old,  answerer  the  pnnce.  Howkxi^  is  it 
since  jTOu  lel\  my  lather's  court?  AlmoiC 
two  and  twenty  years,  replied  Mobarec:  but 
how  can  you  convince  me  that  you  are  his 
son  ?  My  lather,  rejoined  Zeyn,' had  aiub- 
terraneous  place  under  liis  closet,  in  whicb 
1  have  found  tbrty  porphvry  um  of  goM. 
And  what  more  is  tlieref  said  MobSree. 
There  arc,  answered  the  prince,  nine  pe- 
destals of  m/is«ive  gold ;  on  eight  whered 
there  are  eight  diamond  statues ;  and  oq 
the  ninth  is  a  piece  of  white  satin,  oowludi 
my  father  has  written  wliat  1  am  to  do  to 
get  another  statue,  more  valuable  than  bU 
those  together.  You  know  wtiere  tbttsla* 
tue  k ;  lor  it  is  mentioned  on  the  ntinthtt 
you  will  conduct  me  to  iL 

As  soon  as  he  had  spoke  tlien  wordi, 
Mobarec  fell  down  at  his  teet,  and  kiwing 
one  of  his  hands  several  times,  saki,  1  hkm 
God  for  havin^^  brought  vou  hither:  I  know 
you  to  be  the  king  ofBalsora's  son.  Ifytm 
will  go  to  the  place  where  the  wonderfiil 
statue  is,  I  will  conduct  you ;  but  yoa  must 
first  rei^t  here  a  lew  days.  This  day  I  treat 
the  great  men  of  the  court :  we  were  at 
table  when  word  was  brought  me  of  voor 
being  at  the  door.  Will  you  vouchsaie  id 
come  and  be  merrv  with  us  ?  I  shall  be 
very  glad,  replied  Zeyn,  to  be  admitted 
to  your  feast.  Mobart^c  immediately  led 
him  under  a  dome  where  the  company  wm, 
seated  him  at  the  table,  and  served  himoe 
the  knee.  The  great  men  of  Cairo  wen 
surprised,  and  whisi)ercd  to  one  another, 
Who  is  this  stranger,  to  whom  Mobaite 
\yaYs  so  much  respect  ? 

When  they  luul  dine^l,  3fobarec.  direct- 
ing his  discourse  to  tlie  company,  said,  Gittt 
men  of  Cairo,  do  not  think  much  to  Me 
me  serve  this  young  stranger  after  thii 
manner :  know  that  he  is  the  son  ot*  the 
king  of  Balsora,  my  master.  His  &lber 
purchased  me  with  his  money,  and  dieil 
witliout  making  me  tree ;  so  that  1  am  tfiN 
a  slave,  and  consequently  all  I  hate  ol 
right  belongs  to  thL^  young  prinoe,  to  cole 
heir.  Here  Zevn  iiiterruoted  him:  Mo- 
barec, said  he,  I  declare,  oeiore  all  tl 
lords,  tliat  I  make  you  free  from  thii 
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iijord..  aiii  tliat  I .  - 

jienon,  and  all  you  . 

vou  would  have  me  do  more  fur  you.  Mu- 
Wec  then  kined  the  gniund,and returned 
the  prince  inoat  liearty  ihanlm.  Wine  n'u» 
tbeii  brought  in;  ihey  dnuik  uJIday;  and 
knfards  Ihe  evening  presenU  were  dis- 
tributed among  the  sue^ta,  nho  theu  went 

The  next  day  Zeyn  raid  to  Mobarec,  I 
hare  taken  rcit  enough.  1  came  not  Li 
Cairo  to  take  my  pleasure :  my  ilesign  '» 
to  get  xhe  ninth  statue ;  it  is  lime  lur  ub  lo 
Mt  out  In  BCaitih  uf  it.  Sir,  raiii  Muburcc, 
I  am  ready  to  comply  with  your  desires  ; 
but  you  kiiow  not  whiit  dan^ra  you  muat 
encounter  to  make  tliin  precioua  conquest. 
Whatsoever  tlie  danger  mity  be,  answered 
the  prince,  I  liave  reoolved  to  undertake  it  r 

LwiU  eitlier  purUli  or  «uccaed.  All  that 
Lppeiw  in  this  world  is  by  Uod's  direction. 
Do  you  but  bear  me  com|Biny,  and  let  your 
retDlutioo  be  eqiiul  to  mine. 

Mubarec,  finding  him  determined  to  set 
out.  called  nil  iwiuitH,  aiul  ordered  them 
to  make  ready  lua  i^uiqage.  'liken  the 
prince  und  lie  perliirmed  tlic  ablution,  or 
wavhiiig,  and  the  pra)'er  enjoined,  which 
iacoJled  Farz ;  and  that  done,  they  set  ouL 
By  the  way  tliey  tuok  notice  ol'  abundance 
olitrajige  and  wonderful  tilings,  and  tra- 
velled many  day«  -,  al  (lie  uiid  svhenuti  be- 
ing come  to  a  dclit[htiul  sint,  tliey  aliglited 
lioiii  Iheir  honiut.  TlieJi  ^lobarec  lOiid  to 
all  the  iiervu[itii  that  attecidcd  ilieni,  Do  you 
rtay  in  this  placi',  and  tiike  care  ul'our 

2uii>age  till  wo  return.  Then  lie  <ui>l  to 
pvn.  ftow.  nir,  lel  us  two  go  on  by  our- 
■elvuv.  We  ore  near  lli-i  dreailful  place. 
where  the  niiitli  stutue  w  kepi.  You  will 
Bland  in  iiec>l  ul'  all  )'our  courwe. 

Thuy  BOoii  Clime  to  a  lake :  Atoburec  ut 
down  onlliR  brinlt  uf  il,enving  to  tlie  prince, 
We  mui<t  criMd  iliis  hco.  How  can  we  cram 
jt.answrre-1  Zeyn.  when  we  have  no  boat  1 
Vmi  will  Bce  one  appear  in  a  momeiii,  re- 
|4icd  Mobarec  1  tlie  enehamed  boat  of  the 
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king  of  ihe  raiii  will  come  for  u*.  Butdo 
notlbrget  what  I  am  going  to  tay  to  jDu : 
you  muit  oWrvc  a  profound  silence :  do 
not  Bpenk  to  the  boatman,  though  his  figure 
seem  iie\-er  w  strange  to  >-ou  :  whnltocver 
extraordinary  circunwtance  you  observe, 
nay  nothing ;  fiu- 1  tell  you  beforehand,  tliai 
if  you  utter  the  leuet  word,  when  we  ait 
embarked,  the  bout  will  sink  <lown.  I  shall 
take  care  to  liold  my  peace,  said  the  prir 
voo  need  only  tell  me  what  lam 
I  will  f'trictly  obncri'e  it. 

Willie  tliey  were  talking,  he  «piodona 
euddcn  a  boat  in  the  lake,  and  it  waa  made 
of  red  Muuial  wood.  It  had  n  must  ol'  fine 
umber,  and  a  blue  Bitin  floK-  there  was 
onlyoneboulmanin  it,  wliose  head  was  like 
on  elephant'ri,  and  hi4  body  like  a  ti^er'a. 
When  the  boat  was  come  up  lo  iJie  prince 
and  Mobarec.  tlie  monstrous  Ixntmuii  loc^ 
tlieni  up  one  aller  another  with  hit  trunk, 
and  put  them  into  liia  boat,  and  curried 
them  over  the  lake  in  a  moment.  Hellien 
again  took  tlicmupwithhiM trunk, set  them 
on  shore,  and  iminediulely  i-aiii>itu:J  witli 

Now  we  may  talk,  Miid  Mubaroc:  ilie 
island  we  an:  on  belaiigH  to  [lie  king  ol'  tlie 
tlierc  are  do  more  such  in  the  world. 
-uunil  you,  prince:  can  iheie  be  a 
ntore  deiiglitful  |)luce  i  It  is  certainly  a 
lively  repreventatioiiof  the  cliitrining  place 
God  lia>i  Biipoiiitud  lor  tlie  taithruTobaei^ 
vers  ol' our  law.  Heboid  the  fields  ailorneil 
with  all  6ort>  of  fluwera  and  odorilerota 
plants:  ndniire  tliu«  beautiful  trees,  wliow 
delickHi*  fruit  ruaU-s  (tie  bcanchea  bend 
liown  tullic  {titiiiul;  enjoy  the  pleasures  ul 
those  Imrniuiiiouii  Hiitgi  formed  in  the  air, 
by  u  tliuu-aiid  biril*  ol'as  many  various 
sorts  uiikiiou'u  ill  other  countries.  Zeyn 
could  nul  KUtlit'iently  admire  llie  beaulKi 
ol'tha«wii!i  whM-.bliewnssurrouiH)od,and 
Will  found  ■uiiieiliine  new,  as  he  advanced 
Ikrther  inlollie  islaiul. 

At  lent'th  they  came  before  a  |»lace 
made  of  ddo  cnwrold^  «icoiHp>«d  with 
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a  diteh,  on  the  banla  whereof,  at  certain 
diitances,  were  planted  tuch  tall  trees,  that 
ther  ihaded  the  whole  palace.  Before  the 
gate,  which  was  of  many  eold,  was  a 
bridge,  made  of  one  tingle  Bhell  of  a  fuh, 
thou/rh  it  was  at  least  six  fathoms  long, 
and  Uiree  in  breadth.  At  the  head  of  the 
bridge  stcxxi  a  company  of  genii,  of  a  pro- 
digious height,  who  ginrded  the  entrance 
into  the  ccwtle  with  great  clubs  of  Cliina 
steel. 

Let  us  »>  no  farther,  said  Mobarec ;  these 
genii  will  knock  us  down :  and  in  order  to 
prevent  their  eoming  to  us,  we  must  per- 
form a  magical  caremoor.  He  then  drew 
out  of  a  purse,  which  he  had  under  his  gar- 
ment, four  k)ng  slips  of  yeltow  taflfety ;  one 
he  put  about  his  middle,  and  laid  the  other 
on  his  back,  giving  the  other  two  to  the 

{>rince,  who  aid  the  like.  Then  Mobarec 
aid  on  the  ground  two  large  table-cloths, 
on  the  edges  whereof  he  scattered  some 
preekMis  stones,  musk,  and  amber.  Then 
he  sat  down  on  one  of  those  cloths,  and 
Ztyn  on  the  other :  and  Mobarec  said  to 
the  prince,  I  shaA  now,  sir,  cor^jure  the 
khig  of  the  genii,  who  lives  in  the  palace 
that  is  before  us:  may  he  come  in  a  peace- 
ablemood  tons  1  I  confess  I  am  not  without 
apprehmskm  about  the  receptbn  he  may 
five  us.  If  our  eoming  into  this  island  is 
displeasing  to  him.  he  will  appear  in  the 
shape  of  a  dread  fm  monster ;  but  if  he  ap- 
proves of  your  dem^gn.  he  wil  show  him- 
self in  the  shape  ofa  handsome  man.  As 
soon  as  ho  appears  before  us,  >[ou  must  rise 
and  salute  nim,  without  going  off  your 
cbth ;  tor  you  would  certainly  perish  should 
▼ou  stir  off  it  You  must  say  to  him, 
Sovereign  k>rd  of  the  genii,  my  father,  who 
was  your  servant,  has  been  taken  away  by 
the  angel  of  death :  I  wish  your  majesty 
may  protect  me,  as  you  always  protected 
mv  father.  If  the  king  of  the  genii,  added 
Afbbarec,  ask  you  what  favour  you  desire 
of  him,  you  must  answer,  Sir,  I  must  hum- 
bly beg  of  you  to  give  me  the  ninth  statue. 

MoMree,  having  thus  instructed  prince 
Zeyn,  began  his  coniuratkm.  Immediately 
thor  eyes  were  dazzled  with  a  k>ng  flash  of 
lightmng,  wluch  was  tbllowed  by  a  clap  of 
thunder.  The  whole  island  was  covered 
with  a  thick  darkness,  a  furious  storm  of 
wind  blew,  a  dreadfbi  cry  was  heard,  the 
island  felt  a  shock,  and  there  was  such  an 
earthquake  as  that  whk^h  Asrayel  is  to 
cause  on  the  day  of  judgment 

Zeyn  was  startled,  and  began  to  k)ok 
upon  that  noise  as  a  very  ill  omen ;  when 
Mobarec,  who  knew  better  than  he  what 
to  think  of  it,  began  to  smile,  and  said. 
Take  courage,  my  prince;  all  ^oes  well. 
In  short,  that  very  moment,  the  king  of  the 
genii  appeared  in  the  shape  ofa  very  hand- 
some man,  yet  there  was  something  of  a 
lapmness  in  his  air. 

As  soon  as  prince  Zeyn  had  maiie  him 
ihe  compliment  he  had  t>een  taught  by  Mo- 


barec, the  king  of  the  genii  smiling,  an> 
sweredj  My  son,  I  lovedTyour  father,  and 
every  time  he  came  to  pay  me  his  req)eet% 
I  presented  him  with  h  statue,  which  ha 
carried  away  with  him.  I  have  do  lass 
kindnen  for  yoa.  I  ohliced  jnmir  father 
some  days  befbre  he  diea,  to  write  that 
which  you  read  on  the  pieee  of  white  saUn. 
I  promised  him  to  receive  you  under  my 
protectkm.  and  to  give  you  the  ninth  statue, 
which  in  beauty  surpasses  those  you  have 
already.  I  have  begun  to  perform  my  pro- 
mise to  him.  It  was  I  whom  you  saw  m  a 
dream,  in  the  shape  of  an  old  man :  I 
caused  you  to  open  the  subterraneous  place, 
where  the  urns  and  the  statues  are :  ihave 
a  great  share  in  all  that  has  befallen  you, 
or  rather  am  the  occasion  of  it  I  know  the 
motive  that  brought  you  hither :  yen  shall 
obtain  what  3rou  desire.  Though  I  had 
not  promised  your  father  to  e ive  it,  I  would 
willingly  grant  it  to  you :  out  you  muK 
first  swear  to  me  by  au  that  is  sacred,  tlwt 
you  will  return  to  this  island,  and  chat  you 
will  brinff  a  maid  that  is  in  herfiftemi 
3rear,  ana  who  has  never  known  man,  nor 
desired  to  know  any.  She  must  also  be 
perfectly  beautiful ;  and  you  so  much  a 
master  of  yourself,  as  not  even  to  desire  to 
enjoy  her,  as  you  are  conducting  her  hither. 
Zevn  took  the  rash  oath  that  was  requir- 
ed of  nim.  But,  my  lord,  said  he  then,  sup- 
pose I  should  be  so  fortunate  as  to  meet 
with  such  a  maid  as  you  require,  how  shall 
I  know  that  1  have  found  her?  I  own, 
answere-d  the  king  of  the  ^nii,  smiling, 
that  you  might  be  mistaken  in  her  appear- 
ance :  that  knowledge  is  above  the  sons  d 
Adam,  and  therefore  I  do  not  mean  to  de- 
pend upon  your  judgment  in  that  particu- 
lar :  I  will  give  you  a  looking-glass,  which 
will  be  more  certain  than  your  corvectaresL 
When  you  shall  have  seen  a  maiden  fifteen 
years  of  age,  perfectly  beautiitil,  you  shall 
onlv  need  KX>k  into  the  ?lass.  in  which  you 
shall  see  her  fi^ire.    Ifshe  be  chaste,  the 

flasB  will  remam  clean  and  unsullied ;  but 
',  on  the  contrary,  it  sullies,  that  will  be  i 
certain  sign  that  she  has  nm  always  been 
prudent,  or  at  least  that  she  has  desired 
to  cease  to  he  so.  Do  not  forget  the  oath 
vou  have  taken :  keep  it  like  a  man  oi 
honour ;  other wu>e  I  will  take  away  your 
life,  as  much  kindness  as  I  have  for  you. 
Prince  Zeyn  Aiaf;nam  protested  again  that 
he  would  faithlully  keep  his  word. 

Then  the  kin?  of  the  ^nii  delivered  !s 
him  a  lookin^-glaw.  raying,  Mr  son.  vou 
may  return  wnen  you  please:  there  isths 
fflaffl  you  are  to  make  use  of.  Zeyn  and 
Mobarec  took  leave  of  the  kin?  of  the  ge* 
nii,  and  went  towards  the  lake.  The  baai- 
man  with  the  elephant's  head  broii<rht  thr 
boat,  an<l  canien  them  over  the  lake  as 
he  had  done  belbre.  Tliey  jomed  thei»- 
servants,  and  returned  with  them  again  to 
Cairo. 
Prince  Alasnam  rested  a  few  days  it 
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MobareeVi  aoqw,  and  then  nid  to  him, 
Lei  ui  go  to  Bagdad  to  seek  a  maiden  for 
the  king  of  the  genii.  Why,  are  we  not  at 
Qrand  Cairo?  HudMoharec:  thaiiwenot 
there  find  beautiful  maidene  enough?  You 
are  in  the  right  answered  the  prince ;  but 
how  ihall  we  do  to  find  where  they  are  1 
Do  not  trouble  youneii'  about  that,  eir,  an- 
iweied  Afobarec;  I  know  a  very  shrewd 
old  woman,  whom  I  will  entrurt  with  that 
afibkir,  and  she  will  acquit  herself  welL 

Accordingly  the  old  woman  found  means 
to  ^w  the  prioee  a  considerable  number 
of  beautiful  maidens  of  filleen  years  of  age; 
but  when  he  had  viewed  them,  and  came 
to  consult  his  koking-glaas,  the  faithful 
touchstone  of  their  virtue,  the  ^Ibm  aiwavs 
appeared  suUied.  All  the  maidens  in  the 
court  and  city,  that  were  in  their  fifleenth 
year,  underwent  the  trial  one  afler  another, 
and  the  glass  never  remained  bright  and 
clear. 

When  the/  saw  there  were  no  chaste 
maids  to  be  found  in  Cairo,  they  went  to 
Bagdad^  where  they  hired  a  magnificent 
palace  in  one  of  the  chief  quarters  of  the 
city,  and  began  to  live  splendidly.  They 
htii  0(>en  house ;  and  afler  all  people  had 
eaten  in  the  palace,  the  fragments  were 
carried  to  the  dervises,  who  by  that  means 
had  comfortable  subsistence. 

There  lived  in  that  quarter  an  iman, 
whose  name  was  Boubekir  Muczin,  a  vain, 
haughty,  and  envious  person :  he  hated  the 
rich,  only  because  he  wns  pcior,  his  misery 
making  nim  angry  at  his  neighbour's  pros- 
perity. He  heard  talk  of  Zeyn  Alasnam, 
and  of  the  plenty  his  house  afforded.  This 
was  enough  for  him  to  take  an  averskxi  to 
that  prince ;  and  it  proceeded  so  far,  that 
one  oay  after  the  evening  praver  in  the 
mosque,  he  said  to  the  people,  Brethren,  I 
have  been  told  there  is  come  to  live  in  our 
ward  a  stranger,  who  every  day  gives  away 
immense  sums.  How  do  we  know  but  that 
this  unknown  petson  is  some  villain,  who 
has  committed  a  great  robbery  in  his  own 
country,  and  comes  hitherto  enjoy  himself! 
Let  us  take  care,  brethren:  if  the  caliph 
should  be  informed  that  such  a  man  is  in 
our  ward,  it  is  to  be  ieared  he  will  punish 
UK  for  not  acquainting  him  with  it  I  de- 
clare, for  my  part,  I  irash  my  haiKls  of  it ; 
and  if  any  thing  should  hani)en  amisR,  it 
shall  not  lie  at  my  door.  The  multitude, 
who  are  easily  led  away,  with  one  voM:e 
cried  \o  Boimekir,  It  is  vour  busiiKSM,  doc- 
tor :  do  yuu  acquaint  the  council  with  it. 
The  iiiian  went  home  well  pleased,  and 
drew  up  a  memorial,  resoUnug  tu  present 
it  to  the  caliph  next  day. 

But  Mobarec,  who  hiul  been  at  prayers, 
and  hcanl  all  that  was  said  by  the  doctor, 
su  well  iXA  th(*  rest  of  the  company,  put  five 
hundi-Ti)  pieces  of  gold  into  a  handkerchief, 
inadr  up  with  a  parcel  of  iteveral  silks,  and 
went  away  to  BoubekirH?  hoiiHe.  The  tloc- 
lur  asked  him  in  a  harsh  tone,  what  he 


wanted.  Doctor,  answered  Mobaree,  with 
an  obliging  air,  and  at  the  same  time  pat- 
ting into  his  hand  the  gold  and  the  silk,  1 
am  your  neighbour  and  your  senmni:  1 
come  from  pnnce  Zeyn,  who  lives  in  this 
ward :  he  has  heard  of  3rour  worth,  and 
has  ordered  me  to  come  and  tell  jnou  that 
he  desires  to  be  acquainted  with  you,  and 
in  the  mean  time  desires  vou  to  accept  of 
this  small  present  Bouoekir  was  tram- 
ported  with  joy,  and  answered  Mobaree' 
thus:  Be  pleased,  sir,  to  beg  the  prince^ 
pardon  for  me :  I  am  asham^  I  have  not 
yet  been  to  see  him,  but  I  will  atone  lor  my 
iault,  and  wait  on  him  to-morrow. 

Accordingly  the  next  day,  after  morning 
prayer,  he  said  to  the  people.  You  must  un- 
derstand, brethren,  that  no  man  is  without 
some  enemies :  envy  puivues  those  chiefly 
who  are  very  rich.  The  stranger  I  spoke 
to  you  about  jrasterday  in  the  evening  v  no 
ill  man,  as  Someill-desigiung  persons  would 
have  persuaded  me :  he  is  a  younr  prince 
endowed  with  every  virtue.  It  behoves  us 
to  take  care  how  we  go  and  give  any  iL 
account  of  him  to  the  caliph. 

Boubekir  having  thus  wiped  off  the  il 
impression  he  had  the  day  bobre  given  the 
people  concerning  Zeyn,  returned  home, 
put  on  his  best  apparel,  and  went  to  visit 
that  youn^  prince,  who  gave  him  a  courte- 
ous reception.  After  several  compliments 
had  passed  on  both  sides,  Boubekir  said  to 
the  prince,  sir.  do  you  design  to  stay  long  at 
Bagdad  ?  I  shall  stav,  answered  Zeyn,  till 
I  can  find  a  maid,  fifteen  years  of  age,  per- 
fectly beautiful,  and  so  chaste,  that  she  nas 
not  only  never  known  a  man,  but  even 
never  desired  to  know  him.  You  seek  af- 
ter a  great  rarity,  replied  the  iman ;  and 
I  should  be  apt  to  fear  your  search  would 
prove  unsuceessful,  did  I  not  know  where 
there  is  a  makl  of  that  character.  Her 
father  was  fbrmeriv  vizier ;  but  he  has  left 
the  court;  and  lived  a  long  time  in  a  house 
by  itself,  where  he  applies  himself  solely 
to  Uie  educatk>n  of  his  daughter.  If  you 
please,  I  will  go  aik  her  of  him  for  you :  ( 
do  not  question  but  he  will  be  ovei^oyed  to 
have  a  son-in-law  of  your  quality.  Not  so 
fast,  said  the  prince,  1  shall  not  marry  that 
makl  before  i  know  whether  I  like  her.  As 
for  her  beauty,  I  can  depend  on  you :  but 
what  assurance  can  vou  give  me  in  relation 
to  her  virtue  1  What  assurance  do  you 
require  ?  said  Boubekir.  I  must  see  her 
face,  answered  Zeyn ;  that  is  enough  for 
me  to  form  a  retulution.  You  are  uciltiil 
tlieii  ill  phvKiot^iKMny  ?  replied  the  iman, 
Hiiiilin?.  Well,  coine  along  with  me  to  hrr 
father's :  I  will  deiiire  him  to  let  you  see  her 
one  nuHiient  in  his  presence. 

Muezin  conducted  the  prince  to  the  vi- 
zier's ;  who,  ap  soon  as  he  wns  aequaintf*d 
with  the  prince's  birth  and  deRi|rn,  ciiled 
his  dnu<rhter,  and  made  her  take  off  her 
veil.  Never  had  the  ytmnst  king  of  Baltora 
beheld  Auch  a  perf^t  annfftrikingheauO' 
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He  stood  amaze  ,  and  diice  he  could  then 
try  whether  the  maid  was  as  chaste  as  lair. 
he  pulied  out  his  fflaas,  which  remained 
biwitand  umuliiM. 

When  he  perceived  he  had  at  length 
(bund  such  a  person  as  he  desired^  he  en- 
treated the  vizier  to  grant  her  to  him.  Im- 
mediately the  lady  was  sent  tor,  and  came ; 
the  contract  was  signed,  and  the  marriage 
prater  said.  Alkr  which  ceremonv,  Zevn 
carried  the  vizier  to  his  house,  where  ne 
treated  him  magnificently,  and  gave  him 
coDsiderable  presents.  Next  he  sent  a  pro- 
digious quantity  of  jewels  to  the  bride  by 
Mobeu^c,  who  brouo^ht  her  to  his  house, 
where  the  wedding  was  kept  with  all  the 
pomp  that  became  Zeyn's  quality.  When  all 
the  company  was  dismissed,  Mobarec  said 
to  his  master,  Let  us  begone,  sir ;  let  us  not 
stay  any  longer  at  Bagdad,  but  return  to 
Cairo ;  remember  the  promise  you  made  the 
king  of  the  geniL  Let  us  go,  answered  the 
prince ;  I  must  take  care  to  perform  it  ex- 
actly :  yet  I  must  confess,  my  dear  Mobarec, 
tiiat  ii' I  obey  the  king  of  the  genii,  it  is  not 
without  reluctance.  The  person  I  have 
married  is  charming,  and  I  am  tempted  to 
carry  her  to  Balsora,  and  place  her  on  the 
throne.  Alas !  sir,  answered  Mobarec,  take 
heed  how  you  give  way  to  your  inclination : 
make  yourselfmaster  of  your  passions,  and 
whatsoever  it  cost  ^'ou,  be  as  good  as  your 
word  to  the  king  of  the  genii.  Well,  then, 
Mobarec,  said  the  prince,  do  you  take  care 
to  conceal  that  bvely  maid  from  me ;  let 
her  never  appear  in  my  sight ;  perhaps,  I 
have  already  seen  too  much  of  her. 

Mobarec  made  all  ready  for  their  depar- 
ture ;  they  returned  to  Cairo,  and  thence 
set  out  lor  the  island  of  the  kuig  of  the  geniL 
When  they  were  there,  the  maid  who  had 
peiformed  the  journey  in  a  horse-litter,  and 
whcxn  the  prince  liad  never  seen  since  his 
wedding-day,  said  to  Mobarec,  where  are 
we  7  Shall  we  be  soon  in  the  dominions  of 
the  prince,  my  huntband  ?  Madam,  answer- 
ed Mobarec,  it  is  time  to  undeceive  you. 
Prince  Zeyn  married  you  only  in  order  to 
get  you  from  your  father:  he  did  not  en- 
gage his  faith  to  you,  to  make  you  sove- 
reign of  Baleora,  but  to  deliver  vou  to  the 
king  of  tlie  genii,  who  asked  of  him  a  vir- 
gin (if  your  cliaracter.  At  these  words  she 
began  to  ween  bitterly,  which  moved  the 
pnuce  and  Mobarec.  Take  pity  on  me, 
said  she ;  1  am  a  btraiiger ;  you  unll  be  ac- 
countable to  God  lor  your  treachery  to- 
wards me. 

Her  tears  and  complaints  were  of  no 
effect,  for  siie  wsts  presented  to  the  king  of 
the  genii,  who  having  gazed  on  her  witli 
attention,  8iiid  to  Zcyii,  Prince,  1  am  satis- 
lied  witii  your  bcliavii)ur ;  tl\e  virgin  you 
have  brought  me  is  bciiutifal  and  chaste, 
and  I  am  pleaded  with  the  Ibrcc  you  have 
put  upon  youreell'to  be  as  good  as  your  word 
to  me.  Return  to  your  dominions,  and  when 
you  shall  enter  tlic  subterraneous  room, 


where  the  eight  statues  are,  vou  shall  Una 
the  ninth  which  I  promisea  von.  I  will 
make  my  genii  carry  it  thither.  Zero 
thanked  the  king,  and  returned  to  Cairo 
with  Mobarec,  but  did  not  stay  kxig  there ; 
his  impatience  to  see  the  ninth  statue  made 
him  hasten  his  departure.  However,  be 
could  not  but  olten  think  of  the  fooiur 
virgin  he  marriM ;  and  blamine  himsdi 
lor  naving  deceived  her^  he  kxAed  upon 
himself  as  the  cause  and  instnimem  ofher 
mislbrtune.  Alas,  said  he  to  himself,  1 
have  taken  her  from  a  tender  father,  to  sa- 
crifice her  to  a  genie.  Oh,  incomparable 
beauty  1  you  deserve  a  better  late. 
Prince  Zeyn.disturbed  with  these  thoogfati* 
at  lengtli  reached  Balsora,  where  his  sub- 
jects made  extraordinary  rejoietngs  for  his 
return.  He  went  directly  to  ipve  an  ae* 
count  of  his  journey  to  his  mother,  who 
was  in  a  rapture  to  hear  he  tnd  **<<>»"H 
the  ninth  statue.  Let  us  go,  my  son,  said 
she,  let  us  go  see  it,  for  it  is  certainly  in  the 
chamber  under  ground,  since  the  king  ofthe 
genii  toki  you  you  should  find  it  there.  The 
young  king  and  his  mother,  being  both  im- 
patient to  see  that  wonderiul  statue,  went 
down  to  the  subterraneous  place,  aiid  inlii 
the  room  ofthe  statues;  but  now  great  was 
their  surprise,  when,  instead  of  a  statue  of 
diamonds,  they  espied  on  the  lunth  pedes* 
tal  a  most  beautiful  virgin,  whom  theprinee 
knew  to  be  the  same  ne  had  cobdocted  le 
the  island  of  the  genii !  Prince,  said  the 
voung  maid,  you  are  surprised  to  see  ms 
here ;  you  expected  to  have  found  some^ 
thing  more  precious  than  me,  and  I  ques- 
tion not  but  tliat  you  now  repent  having 
taken  so  much  trouble :  you  expected  a  bet- 
ter reward.  Madam,  answered  Zeyn,  Hea- 
ven is  my  witness,  that  1  more  than  ones 
was  like  to  have  broken  my  word  with  the 
Vine  of  tlie  genii,  to  keep  you  to  myseifl 
Whatsoever  be  the  vahie  of  a  diamood 
statue,  is  it  worthy  the  satisfactkio  of  eo- 
joying  you  ?  I  love  you  above  ail  the  dia- 
monds and  wealth  in  the  world. 

Just  as  he  was  done  speaking,  a  clap  of 
thunder  was  heard,  which  shook  that  vdh 
terraneous  place.  Zeyn's  mother  wai 
frightened,  but  tlie  king  ofthe  genii  imme- 
diately apixiaring,  dispelled  her  fear.  Ma- 
dam, said  he  to  her,  I  protect  and  k^ne 
^'our  son :  I  had  a  mind  to  try  whether,  st 
his  age,  he  could  pubdue  his  padswnt.  I 
know  the  charms  of  Uiis  yoimg  lady  have 
wrought  on  him,  and  that  he  md  not  punc- 
tually keep  tlie  ][>roiniBe  he  had  made  me. 
not  to  desire  to  enjoy  her  \  hut  I  urn  too  wdl 
acquainted  with  the  fradty  ot'  the  humsa 
nature.  This  is  tlie  ninth  statue  1  denial 
lor  him ;  it  is  more  rare  and  precious  than 
the  others.  Live,  said  he,  directing  hii  dir 
course  to  the  young  prince,  live  happy, 
Zevn,  with  this  younfi:  lady,  who  is  your 
wife ;  and  if  you  would  have  her  true  and 
constant  to  vou,  love  her  alwa>f:.  and  kuve 
her  only.  Grive  her  no  rival,  ajiul  I  will  aa- 
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swerfor  her  fidelity.  Having  spoke  theoe 
worcki,  the  king  or  the  genii  vanished,  and 
Zcyn,  enchanted  with  that  young  lady,  con- 
summated the  marriao^e  the  rame  day,  and 
called  her  to  be  proclaimed  oueen  of'  Bal- 
aora.  Those  two  ever-faithful  and  loving 
condorti  lived  together  many  years. 

The  History  qf  Codmlad  and  his  Bro- 
thers. 

Those  who  have  written  the  history  of  the 
kingdom  of  Diarbekir  inform  us^  that  there 
formerly  reigned  in  the  city  ot  Harran  a 
most  magnmcent  and  potent  king,  who 
loved  his  subjects,  and  was  equally  beloved 
by  them.  He  ^vas  endued  with  all  virtues, 
and  wanted  nothing  to  complete  his  happi- 
ness but  an  heir.  Though  he  had  the  finest 
women  in  the  world  in  his  seraglb,  yet  was 
ho  destitute  of  children.  He  continually 
praved  to  heaven  tor  them  ;  and  one  night 
m  nia  sleep,  a  comely  person,  or  rather  a 
prophet,  apiieared  to  him,  and  said.  Your 
prayers  are  heard ;  you  have  obtained  what 
you  desired  :  rise  as  soon  as  you  awake,  go 
to  your  pra>-erB,  and  make  two  genuflex- 
ions ;  then  walk  into  the  garden  ofyour  pa- 
lace, call  your  gardener,  and  bid  him  bnng 
yoM  a  pomegranate ;  eat  as  many  of  the 
seeds  as  you  please,  and  your  wishes  shall 
be  accomplislied. 

The  king  calling  to  mind  his  dream  when 
he  awaked,  returned  thanks  to  heaven,  got 
up,  went  to  prayers,  made  two  genuflexions, 
and  then  went  down  into  his  garden,  where 
he  took  filly  pomegranate  mds,  which  he 
counted,  and  cat.  He  had  fitly  wives  who 
shared  his  bed ;  they  all  wovetx  with  child  : 
but  there  was  one  callecl  Pirouze,  who  did 
not  appear  to  be  pregnant  He  took  an 
avemon  to  that  lany,  and  would  have  her 
put  to  death.  Her  barrenness,  said  he,  is  a 
certain  token  that  Heaven  does  not  judge 
Pirouze  worthy  to  bear  a  prince ;  it  is  my 
duty  to  deliver  the  world  from  an  object 
that  is  odk)U8  to  the  Lord.  He  had  taken 
this  cruel  resolution^  but  his  vizier  diverted 
him  from  putting  it  in  executbn;  repre- 
senting to  him,  that  ail  women  were  not  of 
the  same  constitutkm,  and  that  it  was  not 
impossible  but  that  Pirouze  might  be  with 
chilli,  though  it  did  not  yet  appear.  Well, 
answered  the  king,  let  her  live ;  but  let  her 
depart  my  court,  for  I  cannot  endure  her. 
Your  mjijesty,  replied  the  vizier,  may  send 
her  to  prince  Samer,  your  cousin.  The  king 
approved  olUiis  advice ;  he  sent  Pirouze  to 
Samaria,  with  a  letter,  in  which  he  ordered 
his  cousin  to  treat  her  well,  and  m  case  she 
proved  with  child,  to  give  him  notice  of  her 
being  brought  to  bed. 

No  sooner  was  Pirouze  arrived  in  that 
country,  but  it  appeared  that  she  was  with 
child,  and  at  length  she  was  delivensd  of  a 
most  beautiful  prince.  The  prince  of  Sa- 
maria wrote  immediately  to  the  king  of 
fiarran,  to  acquaint  him  with  the  birth  ot 


that  son,  and  to  congratulate  him  on  that 
occasmn.  Tlfe  kin^  wa?  much  rejoiced  at 
it.  and  answered  prmce  Samer^s  follows : 
'Cousin,  all  my  otner  wives  ha  7e  each  been 
delivered  of  a  prince;  so  tliat  we  have  a 
great  number  of^ children  here.  I  desire  you 
to  breed  up  that  of  Pirouze,  to  gnre  him  the 
name  of  Codadad,*  and  to  seed  him  to  me 
when  I  send  for  him.' 

The  prince  of  Samaria  spared  nothing 
that  might  improve  the  educatk)n  of  his 
nephew.  He  tau^rht  him  to  ride,  draw  the 
bow,  and  aH  the  other  things  becoming  the 
son  of  a  king :  so  that  Oxuidad,  at  eigh- 
teen years  ot  age,  was  looked  uimn  as  a 
pro<ligy.  The  voung  prince  being  inspired 
with  a  courage  worthy  his  birth^  said  one 
day  to  hid  mother.  Madam,  1  begm  to  grow 
weary  of  Siimaria;  I  feel  a  pnsak>n  lorglo- 
r>' ;  give  me  leave  to  go  seek  it  amidst  tho 
perils  of  war.  My  father,  the  king  of  Har- 
ran, has  many  enemies :  some  neighbour- 
ing princes  wish  to  dit^urb  his  repose. 
Why  does  he  not  call  mc  to  his  assistance  1 
Why  does  he  leave  me  here  to  long  in  in- 
fancy !  Must  1  si)end  my  lite  here  m  sk>th, 
when  all  my  brotnerH  have  the  happiness 
to  be  fighting  by  his  side? — My  son,  an- 
swered Pirouze,  I  am  no  lew  impatient  to 
have  your  name  become  famous ;  I  couki 
wi^i  you  had  already  signalized  yourself 
against  your  lather's  enemies ;  but  we  must 
wait  till  he  requires  it  No,  madam,  re- 
plie<l  Codadad ;  I  have  already  waited  but 
too  long.  1  bng  to  see  the  kuig,  and  am 
tempted  to  go  oiler  him  my  service,  as  a 
>'oung  stranger :  no  doubt  but  he  will  ac- 
cept of  it,  and  1  will  not  discover  myself  till 
I  have  performed  a  thow^and  glorious  ac- 
tbns:  1  desire  to  merit  his  esteem  before 
he  knows  who  I  am.  Pirouze  approved  of 
his  generous  resolution,  and  Codadad  one 
day  departed  from  Samaria,  as  if  he  had 
been  going  a  hunting,  without  acquainting 
prince  Samer,  fur  fear  he  sl^iould  thwart  lus 
design. 

He  was  mounted  on  a  white  horse,  who 
had  a  gold  bit  and  shoes ;  his  housing  was 
of  blue  satin  embroidered  with  pearls ;  the 
hilt  of  his  scimitar  was  of  one  nngle  dia- 
mond, and  the  scabbard  of  sandal-wood,  ail 
adorned  with  emeralds  and  rubies,  and  on 
his  shoulder  he  oirried  his  bow  ana  quiver. 
In  this  equipage,  which  greatly  set  off  his 
good  person,  he  arrived  at  the  city  of  Har- 
ran, and  soon  found  means*to  ofier  hii  ser- 
vice to  the  king ;  who,  being  cimrmed  widi 
his  beaut/ and  advantageous  presence,  and 
perhaps,  indeed,  by  natural  sympathy,  gave 
him  a  favourable  receptkm,  and  asttea  his 
name  and  quality.  Sir,  answered  Coda- 
dad, I  am  soil  to  an  emir  of  Chand  Cairo : 
an  inclinatxMi  to  travel  has  made  me  qait 
my  counuy,  and  undentanding,  in  my  pas- 
sage through  your  dominkms,  that  you 
were  engaged  in  war  with  somed'ybor 

^OflTcnof  God. 
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oeighboura,  I  am  come  to  your  court  to  of- 
fer your  majesty  my  service.  The  kin^ 
■bowed  him  Extraordinary  kindneBs,  and 
ffave  him  an  employment  m  his  troop. 

The  youn^  prince  soon  signalized  his 
brtt^ery.  He  gained  the  esteem  of  the  ol- 
fieenL  and  was  admired  by  the  soldiers. 
And  having  no  leas  wit  than  courage,  he  so 
far  advanced  himself  in  the  king's  afiection, 
M  to  become  his  favourite.  All  the  minis- 
ters  and  other  courtiers  daily  resorted  to 
Codadad,  and  were  so  eager  to  purchase 
his  friendship,  that  they  neglected  the  king's 
other  arins.  Those  princes  could  not  but 
resent  it ;  and  imputing  it  to  the  stranger. 
thty  all  conceived  an  implacable  hutrf\l 
figainst  him ;  but  the  king's  affection  daily 
increasing,  he  was  never  weary  of  giving 
him  fresh  testimonies  of  it.  He  alwa>[s 
would  have  him  near  him ;  he  admired  his 
fUfCourae,  ever  full  of  wit  and  discretion  ; 
and  to  show  his  high  opinion  of  his  wisdom 
and  prudence,  he  committed  to  his  care  the 
other  iMrinces,  though  he  was  of  the  same 
age  as  they ;  so  that  Codadad  was  made 
governor  of  his  brotliers. 
This  only  served  to  heighten  tlieir  hatred. 
Is  it  come  to  this,  said  tney,  tliat  the  king, 
not  satisfied  with  loving  a  stranger  more 
than  us,  will  have  him  to  be  our  governor, 
and  not  allow  us  to  do  any  tiling  without 
his  leave  l  This  is  not  to  be  endured.  We 
must  rid  ourselves  of  this  stranger.  Let  us 
go  together,  said  one  of  them,  and  despatch 
aim.  No,  no,  answered  another ;  we  had 
better  be  cautious  how  we  sacrifice  our- 
selves. His  death  would  render  us  odious 
to  the  king,  who  in  return  would  declare 
ui  ail  unwortliy  to  reign.  Let  us  destroy 
the  stranger  artfully.  We  will  ask  his 
leave  to  go  hunting,  and  when  at  a  distance 
from  the  palace,  we  will  proceed  to  some 
either  city,  and  stay  there  some  time.  The 
king  will  \vonder  at  our  absence,  and  per- 
ceiving we  do  not  return,  he  may  |ierhaps 
put  the  stranger  to  death,  or  at  least  will 
turn  him  out  of  the  court,  for  suffering  us 
to  leave  the  palace. 

All  the  princes  applauded  this  artifice. 
They  went  together  to  Codadad,  and  de- 
sirea  him  to  rive  them  leave  to  take  the 
diversion  of  hunting,  promising  to  return 
the  same  day.  Pirouze's  son  was  taken 
in  the  snare,  and  granted  the  leave  his 
brothen  desired.  They  set  out,  but  never 
returned.  They  had  been  three  days  ab- 
sent, when  the  kirur  asked  Codadad  wliere 
the  princes  were,  for  it  was  long  since  lie 
had  seen  them.  Sir,  answered  Codadad, 
a/ler  making  a  profound  reverence,  they 
have  been  hunting  these  three  days,  but 
they  promised  me  they  would  return  sooner. 
The  King  grew  uneasy,  and  his  uneasiness 
looreaaed  when  he  perceived  the  princes 
did  not  return  the  next  day.  He  could  not 
eheck  his  anger :  Indiscreet  stranger,  said 
ha  to  Codadad,  why  did  you  let  my  sons  go 
without  bearinr  tliem  company?  Isitthui 


you  discharge  the  trust  I  ha^e  repcaed  in 
3rou?  Qo  seek  them  immediately,  and  bru^ 
them  to  me,  or  you  are  a  dead  man. 

These  words  chilled  with  fear  Piroiixe^ 
unfortunate  son.  He  armed  himielf|  went 
out  of  the  city,  and,  like  a  sheoherd  who 
had  lost  his  flock,  searched  all  the  eountij 
for  his  brothers,  inquiring  at  every  village 
whether  they  had  been  seen :  and  hearing 
no  news  of  them,  abandoned  himself  to  the 
most  lively  gnef.  Alas!  my  brothers^ said 
he,  what  is  become  of  you  ?  Are  too  taliea 
into  the  hands  of  our  enemies?  Am  I  eome 
to  the  court  of  Harran  to  be  tbeoccanonoT 
giving  the  kiiig  so  much  aiaaekjl  He  was 
inconsolable  for  having  given  the  princes 
leave  to  go  a  hunting,  or  for  noC  Iiaiing 
borne  them  company. 

Afler  some  days  spent  in  fmitka  search, 
he  came  to  a  plain  of  prodigioos  eitent,  in 
the  midst  whereof  was  a  palace  built  of 
black  marble.  He  drew  near,  and  at  one 
of  the  windows  spied  a  most  beautiful  lady, 
but  set  off*  with  no  other  oraament  than  hsi 
own  beauty ;  for  her  hair  was  dishevelled, 
her  garments  torn,  and  on  her  countenaooe 
app^ired  all  the  marks  of  the  greatest  aT- 
fhcuon.  As  soon  as  she  saw  Codadad.  and 
judged  he  might  hear  her,  she  directoa  bat 
disoourae  to  him.  saying,  Young  mam,  get 
awa^  from  this  fatal  place,  or  you  wiusooo 
fall  into  the  hands  of  the  monster  that  in- 
habits it :  a  black.  wIk)  feeds  only  on  hnnan 
bkxxl,  resides  in  this  palace ;  he  seises  all 
persons  whom  their  ill  fate  conducts  lo  this 
plain,  and  shuts  them  up  in  his  dark  doo- 
geons,  whence  they  are  never  released  but 
to  be  devoured  by  nira. 

Madam,  answered  Codadad,  tell  toe  whs 
you  are.  and  be  not  concerned  icr  any 
more.  I  am  a  young  woman  of  quality  of 
Grand  Cairo,  replied  the  lady ;  I  was  pass- 
ing by  this  castle  yesterday,  in  my  war  to 
Bagdad,  and  met  with  the  black,  who  kill- 
ed ail  my  servants^  and  brouygfat  me  hi- 
ther :  I  wish  I  had  nothing  but  death  to 
fear ;  but  to  add  to  my  ccdanxity,  thk  nnh 
ster  would  persuade  me  to  love  hira^  and, 
in  case  I  do  not  yield  to-monow  to  his  bni- 
tality,  I  must  expect  the  last  Tiolcnea 
Onee  more,  added  she,  make  your  escape: 
the  black  will  soon  return ;  he  is  gone  sol 
to  pursue  some  travellers  lie  esiiied  aft  a 
dieiance  on  the  plain.  Lose  no  time :  I 
know  not  whether  you  can  escape  him  bf 
a  speedy  flight 

She  had  scarcedone  speakinr  these  werdi^ 
before  the  black  appeared.  He  was  a  msn 
of  monstrous  bulk,  and  of  a  dreadful  as* 
pect,  mounted  on  a  mighty  Tartar  bona 
and  bore  such  a  large  aind  heavy  setmitar, 
that  none  but  himfleif  could  make  omof  M. 
The  prince  seeing  him,  was  amaaad  at  his 
monstrous  stature^  directed  his  prayen  t» 
Heaven  to  apsist  him,  then  drew  his  scimi- 
tar, and  firmly  awaited  the  black  :  wha» 
despising  so  inconskierable  an^enem  j,  call- 
ed to  him  to  yiekl  himaelf  witlMiut  figMeg 


ARABIAN  NIOHT9  ENTERTAlNMENTa 


331 


tut  Gofladnd  by  his  countenance  ihowed 
that  htt  was  reaolved  to  defend  his  life ;  for 
he  drew  near,  and  gave  him  a  i^reat  cut 
on  the  knee.  The  dIocIc,  feeline  himself 
WDumled,  uttered  such  a  dreadiul  shriek 
as  made  all  tlie  plain  rcMOund.  He  fpew 
iurk)ii^  and  foamed  with  ra^e,  and  raising 
hiin«<^U^  in  his  stirrups,  uittue  at  Coda/laa 
witii  his  dreadful  scimitar.  The  blow  was 
•0  violent,  that  it  would  have  put  an  end  to 
the  voting  prince,  had  ivit  he  avoided  it  by 
m  suiliiei)  spriiig  which  he  made  his  horse 
take.  The  scimitar  made  a  horrible  his- 
sing in  tlie  air:  but  beibre  the  black  could 
have  time  to  make  a  second  blow,Ck>dailad 
let  fall  one  on  hki  risht  arm  with  such  fury, 
that  lie  cut  it  off.  The  dreadful  scimitar 
fell  will)  the  liand  that  held  it,  and  the 
black,  yiddiiig  under  the  violence  of  the 
stroke,  kist  his  stirrups,  and  made  the  earth 
shakewitli  the  noise  of  his  liiU.  The  prince 
aliglited  at  the  same  time,  and  cut  off  liis 
eneniv'b  head.  Just  then  the  lady,  who 
hatl  been  a  sjpectator  of  that  combat,  and 
\va»  still  ottering  up  her  earnest  prayers  to 
Heaven  for  that  young  hero,  wliom  she 
admired,  gave  a  shriek  of  joy,  and  said  to 
Codadad,  Prince  (for  the  dangerous  victory 
jou  have  obtained  convinces  me,  as  well 
as  your  noble  air,  that  you  are  ol*  no  com- 
mon rank,)  finish  the  work  you  have  be- 
gun :  the  black  has  the  keys  of  this  castle ; 
take  them,  and  deliver  me  out  of  pridou. 
The  prince  searched  the  wretch's  pockets, 
as  he  lay  stretched  on  the  ground,  and 
fiHind  several  keys. 

He  opened  the  first  door,  and  went  into  a 
court,  where  he  met  the  lady  coming  to 
meet  him :  she  would  have  cast  herself  at 
his  feet,  the  better  to  express  her  gratitude ; 
but  he  would  not  permit  it.  She  commend- 
ed his  valour,  and  extolled  him  above  all 
the  heroes  in  the  world.  He  returned  her 
compliments,  and  she  appeared  still  more 
kively  to  him  near  at  hand  than  at  a  dis- 
tance. I  know  not  whether  she  felt  more 
joy  at  being  delivered  from  the  desperate 
danger  she  had  been  in,  than  he  for  having 
done  so  considerable  a  service  to  so  beauti- 
fill  aperson. 

Their  diKourse  was  interrupted  by  dis- 
mal cries  andgroans.  Whatdolhear?  sakl 
Codadad :  Whence  come  those  miserable 
cries,  wliich  pierce  my  ears?  My  lord,  sakl 
the  lady  to  lum,  pointing  to  a  little  door  in 
the  court,  they  come  from  thence.  There 
are  I  know  not  how  many  wretched  per- 
sons whom  fate  has  made  to  fall  into  the 
hands  of  the  black.  They  are  all  chain- 
ed, and  the  monster  drew  out  one  every 
dav  to  devour. 

it  is  an  addition  to  my  joy.  answered  the 
young  prince,  to  understand  that  nnr  vktory 
will  save  the  lives  of  those  unfortunate 
perpons.  Come  alon^  with  me,  madam,  to 
paruikc  in  the  satidtactnn  of  giving  them 
their  liberty  You  may  judge  by  vour- 
■ell*  how  welcome  we  shall  be  to  thaoi. 
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Havina:  so  said,  they  advanced  towards  the 
door  ot  the  dungecm,  and  the  nearer  they 
drew,  the  more  distinctly  they  hesird  ttia 
complaints  of  the  prisoners.  Codadad  pi- 
tying them,  and  impatient  to  put  an  end  to 
their  suHerings,  presently  put  one  of  the 
keys  into  the  lock.  He  did  not  take  the 
right  at  first,  and  therefore  he  look  anoth- 
er ;  which  noise  made  all  those  unfortunate 
creatures,  concluding  it  was  the  black  wlw 
came,  according  to  custom,  to  bring  them 
some  meat,  and  at  the  same  time  to  seize 
one  of  theui  to  eat  himself,  redoubled  their 
cries  and  groans.  Lamentable  voices  were 
heard,  wtuch  seemed  to  come  from  the  cen- 
tre of  the  earth. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  prince  had  opened 
the  door,  and  went  down  a  very  steep  stair- 
case into  a  large  and  deep  vault,  which  re- 
ceived some  f&ble  light  from  a  little  win- 
dow, and  in  which  thane  were  above  a  hun- 
dred persons,  bound  to  stakes,  and  their 
hands  tied.  Unfortunate  travellers,  said 
he,  to  them,  wretched  victims,  who  only 
expected  the  moment  of  an  approaching 
cruel  death,  give  thanks  to  Heaven,  which 
has  this  day  delivereii  you  by  my  means.  I 
have  slain  the  black  by  whom  you  were  to 
be  devoured,  and  am  come  to  knock  ofi 
your  irons.  The  prisoners  hearing  these 
words,  all  togetlier  gax'e  a  shout  mingled 
with  joy  ana  surprise.  Codadad  and  the 
lady  began  to  unbind  them :  and  as  soon 
as  any Jm*  them  were  loose,  they  helped  to 
take  off  the  fetters  from  the  rest ;  so  that 
in  a  short  time  thev  were  all  at  liberty. 

They  then  kneefed  down,  and  having  r*> 
turned  thanks  to  Codadad  tor  what  henad 
done  for  them,  went  out  of  that  dungeon ; 
and  when  they  were  come  into  the  court, 
how  was  the  prince  surprised  to  see  among 
the  prisoners  those  he  was  in  search  of,  and 
almost  without  hopes  to  find !  Prince^ 
cried  he.  am  I  not  deceived?  Is  it  you 
wluMn  I  behold  ?  May  1  flatter  myself  that 
it  will  be  in  my  power  to  restore  you  to  the 
king  your  fatlier,who  is  inconsolable  for  the 
loss  of  vou  ?  But  will  he  not  have  some 
one  to  lament?  Are  you  all  here  alive  I 
Alas!  the  death  of  one  of  >'ou  will  sofBoe 
to  damp  the  joj  I  leel  ibr  having  delivered 
you. 

The  fbrty-nineprinces  all  made  tbem- 
•elves  known  to  Codadad,  who  embrmeed 
them  one  afler  another,  and  tokl  them  how 
uneairy  their  father  was  on  account  of  thefr 
absence.  Thejr  gave  their  ddiverer  aQ 
the  commendatkms  he  deserved,  as  did  the 
other  prisoners,  who  couki  not  find  words 
expressive  enough  to  declare  their  grati- 
tude. Codadad,  with  them,  took  a  view 
of  the  whole  castle,  where  was  immense 
wealth ;  curious  silks,  gold  brocades.  Per- 
sian carpets,  China  satins,  and  an  infinite 
quantity  of  other  goods,  which  the  black 
had  taken  from' the  caravans  he  had  pluo- 
doed :  a  considerable  part  whereof  bekwg- 
ad  to  the  prisoocfa  Codadad  bad  then  ifll 
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free.  Everv  man  knew  and  claimed  his 
property.  The  prince  restored  them  their 
m\ni,  and  divided  the  rest  of  the  merchan- 
dize among  them.  Then  he  said  to  them, 
How  will  you  do  to  carry  away  your  ^oods  ? 
We  are  here  in  a  desert  place,  and  there 
k  no  Hkclihooil  ot*  your  getting  hordes.  My 
lord,  answered  one  of  the  priponera,  the 
hlnck  robbed  us  of  our  cameis  as  well  as 
our  "foods,  and  ixjrhaps  they  may  be  in  the 
stabrea  of  this  castle.  This  is  not  unlikely, 
replied  Codadad ;  let  us  sec.  Accordingly 
they  went  to  the  stables,  where  they  not 
only  found  the  camels,  but  also  tlie  horses 
belonging  to  the  king  ol"  Harran's  sons. 
There  \xere  some  black  slaves  in  the  sta- 
bles, who,  seeing  all  the  prisoners  released, 
and  guessing  thereby  that  their  master  had 
been  killed,  fled  through  by-ways  well 
known  to  them.  Nobody  minded  to  pursue 
them.  All  the  merchants,  oveijoved  that 
they  had  recovered  their  goods  ana  camels, 
toother  with  their  liberty,  thought  of  no- 
thmg  but  prosecuting  their  journey* ;  but 
first  repeated  their  thanks  to  their  deli- 
verer. 

When  they  were  gone.  Codadad,  direct- 
ing his  discourse  to  tne  lad^,  said,  What 
place,  madam,  do  you  desire  to  go  to  ? 
Whither  were  you  bound  when  you  were 
seized  by  the  black  ?  I  intend  to  bear  you 
company  tu  the  phice  you  shall  choose  for 
your  retreat,  anrf  I  question  not  but  that  all 
these  princes  will  do  the  same.  The  kin!? 
of  Harran's  sons  protested  to  the  lady  that 
they  \\'ould  not  leave  her  till  she  was  re- 
stored to  her  friendc?. 

Princes,  said  she,  I  am  of  a  country  too 
remote  from  hence;  and,  besides  that,  it 
would  be  abusin?  your  generosity  to  oblige 
vou  to  tnivel  so  ihr.  I  must  confess  that  I 
nave  lefl  my  native  country  for  ever.  I  told 
you  awhile  a^o  that  I  was  a  lady  of  Grand 
Cairo ;  but  since  you  have  shown  me  so 
much  favour,  and  I  am  so  highly  obligc<l 
to  you,  added  she,  looking  upon  Codadan,  I 
should  be  much  in  the  wrong  in  concealing 
the  truth  from  >'ou.  I  am  a  king's  daugh- 
ter. An  usurper  has  possessed  himself  of 
my  father's  throne,  afler  having  murdered 
him.  and  I  have  been  forced  to  fly  to  save 
my  life. 

Then  Codadad  and  his  brothers  desired 
the  princess  to  tell  them  her  story,  assuring 
her  they  lelt  a  particular  interest  in  her 
mistbrti^ncfl,  and  were  determined  to  spare 
for  nothing  that  might  contribute  to  render 
her  more  Eapny.  After  thanking  them  for 
their  repeated  pmtcstutions  of  readiness  to 
serve  her,  she  could  not  refuse  to  satisf}- 
their  curiosity,  and  began  the  recital  of 
her  adventures  in  the  following  manner : — 

History  cf  the  Princess  qf  Deryabar. 

There  is  in  a  certain  island  a  great  city 
cnlled  Der3rabari  it  has  been  long  govern- 
ed by  a  pc^t,  magnificent,  and  virtuous 


king.  That  prince  had  no  children,  which 
\\i\A  the  only  thing  wanting  to  make  him 
happy.  He  continual  I  v  addrcaaed  his  pnir- 
ers  to  Heaven,  but  Heaven  granted  his 
reriuests  by  halves ;  for  the  qiieen  his  wife, 
after  a  long  exjicctation,  brought  Ibrth  m 
daughter.  « 

I  am  the  unfortunate  princcaa:  my  father 
was  rather  troubled  than  nleased  at  my 
birth ;  but  he  submitted  tn  the  will  of  God, 
and  caused  nic  to  be  educatetl  with  all  ponh 
sible  car(^  being  rrmlved,  since  he  had  no 
son,  to  teach  nic  the  art  of  ruling,  that  1 
miffht  supply  his  place  alter  his  death. 

One  day,  when  he  was  takin|^  the  diver- 
sion of  hunting,  he  espied  a  wilafnas,  which 
he  chased,  lost  his  company,  and  was  car- 
ried away  so  far  by  his  eagernesB.  as  to  ride 
on  till  ni^ht.  He  then  alighted,  and  sat 
down  at  the  entrance  of  a  wood,  into  which 
he  obser\'ed  the  a^s  had  taken.  No  sooner 
was  the  day  shut  in  than  he  discovered 
among  the  trees  a  light,  which  made  him 
conclude  that  he  was  not  far  from  some  vil- 
lage. He  rejoiced  at  it,  hoping  that  he 
might  pass  the  nis'ht  there,  and  nnd  some 
person  to  send  to  his  followers  to  acquaint 
tliem  where  he  was ;  and  accordin^y  he 
got  up  and  walked  towards  the  light,  which 
served  to  guide  him. 

He  soon  found  he  had  been  deceived, 
that  light  being  no  otlierthana  fire  lighted 
in  a  hut ;  however,  he  drew  near,  and, 
with  amazement,  beheld  a  great  black 
man.  or  nithor  a  <lrea<lful  giant,  sitting  on 
a  sola.  Hctoro  the  monster  was  a  great 
nitcher  of  wine,  and  he  was  roasting  an  ox 
he  had  newly  killed.  Sometimes  he  drank 
out  of  the  pitcher,  and  sometimes  he  cut 
slices  oft'  the  ox,  and  cjit  them.  But  that 
which  most  drew  the  king  my  father's  at- 
tention was  a  be<'iutitul  \\*oman  whom  be 
saw  in  the  hut.  She  seemed  ovenHielm- 
ed  with  irricf ;  her  hands  were  bound,  and 
at  her  feet  was  a  little  child,  about  two 
or  three,  years  old,  who,  as  if  he  was  sen- 
sible of  his  niofhrr's  misfortunes,  wept 
without  cea<ing,  and  rent  the  air  with  Ym 
cries. 

My  father,  irinvcd  with  that  pitiable  ob- 
ject, thought  at  first  to  have  gone  into  the 
nut,  and  attacked  the  giant ;  but  consider- 
ing how  uneqiml  the  rbnibat  would  be,  he 
stopix^d,  iind  ro5»)lvt»d.  .since  he  had  noc 
strength  cnou'jfli  in  prevail  by  open  tbree,  to 
use  art.  In  the  in»f:in  time,  the  giant  hav- 
ing emptied  tlH»  pitcher,  aiHrdevoured 
aliove  half  th"  ox,  turnwl  to  the  ivoman, 
and  said,  Beautiful  princess,  why  do  you 
obliffo  me  by  your  obstinacy  to  treat  you 
with  severity  ?  It  is  in  vo\ir  ointi  power  to 
be  happy.  Yon  noe<l  only  to  re.««nlve  to  love 
and  be  true  to  mo,  and  I  shall  treat  i^ou 
with  more  mildn<>;s.  Thou  hideous  gatyr, 
answered  the  lady,  never  expect  that  time 
should  wear  away  my  abhorrence  ol'  ihee. 
Thou  wilt  ever  be  a  monster  in  ray  eyw. 
To  these  words  she  added  eo  manv  le- 
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proachea,  that  th«  ^iant  ?rew  cnra^. 
This  18  too  much,  cVieii  he,  in  a  funoufi 
tone ;  my  love  (iei>pii»(l  in  turning  into  rage. 
Your  hatred  han  at  iatst  excited  mine ;  I 
find  it  triumphs  over  my  desires,  and  that 
I  now  wish  your  death  more  ardently  than 
your  enjoyment.  Having  iinoken  these 
wordp,  he  took  the  wretched  lady  by  the 
hair,  held  her  up  with  one  hand  in  the  air, 
and  drawing  his  scimitar  with  the  other, 
wn^  just  ^ins:  to  strike  off  her  head,  when 
tlie  kin?  my  mther  let  fly  an  arrow  which 
pierced  the  giant's  broast,  so  that  he  stag- 
gored  and  (iropped  down  dead. 

Mv  lather  entered  the  hut,  imbound  the 
laily^p  handct,  inquired  who  she  wiui.  and 
how  If  he  came  thither.  My  lord,  stud  plie, 
there  are  nlorij::  the  sen-coast  some  iiimilies 
of  Sanicens,  wlio  live  under  a  prince,  wlio 
»  my  husband :  this  sriant  yon  have  killed 
was  one  of  hin  prinr.ipal  ofticors.  The 
wretch  fell  dcpi)erately  in  lov(>  with  nic, 
but  took  especial  euro  to  conceal  liis  iNUi^ioii 
till  )io  could  put  in  execution  tlie  (it>-iguhe 
had  fbrmeil  of  stealing  me  away.  Fortune 
otlencr  Invours  wicked  deflif ni>  than  virtu- 
ous resolutions.  The  ^iiuit  one  day  sui^ 
prised  me  and  my  child  in  a  by-phi£o. 
He  seized  ua  both,  and,  to  disappoint  the 
search  he  well  knew  my  husband  would 
cause  to  be  made  t<>r  me,  he  rcinovetl  from 
the  country  inhabited  by  those  Ssiraceiui, 
and  brought  us  into  thiit  wood,  where  he 
has  kept  me  some  days.  Deplonihle  aH  my 
condition  in,  it  is  still  a  (Treat  satirtlactioii  to 
me  to  think  that  the  ?iant,  tliou^fh  so  bru- 
tal and  amorous,  never  wvn\  force  to  obtain 
what  I  always  refused  to  hit*  cntrt^atit^. 
Not  but  that  he  has  a  huiulred  tiuie?  tJireat- 
enod  that  he  woukl  have  recourse  to  the 
worst  of  extremities,  in  ca^e  he  could  not 
otherwise  prevail  uyton  ine;  tuid  I  must 
conicHS  to  )[ou,  that  awhile  ago,  when  1 
provoked  his  anger  by  mv  words,  I  was 
less  concerned  for  my  life  tlian  lur  my  hon- 
our. 

This,  my  lord,  said  the  princ<!  of  the  S«- 
racens*  witc,  is  the  faitJituI  account  of  my 
miiilortunes ;  and  I  que><tion  not  but  you 
will  think  me  worthy  oi'  your  romi»iu<»!ii»n, 
and  that  you  will  iKit  n.*i)ent  luivin<;so  ^ene- 
rourily  relieved  me.  Mtu lam .  a n^« \v«» red  mv 
iallier,  bo  aeeure^l  your  tnnibied  luivii  ai- 
lected  me,  and  1  will  do  all  in  my  i^twcr  to 
make  you  happy  again.  To-nKMn)W,  nn 
sooti  H»  day  appear?,  we  will  (|uit  thii^  W4Xm1, 
and  endeavour  to  fall  into  the  roiid  whirh 
leailrt  to  the  groat  city  of  Deiyabiir.  of 
which  I  am  sovereign ;  and  if  you  tliiiik 
tit,  youphallbc  lodged  in  my  piihire,  till 
1 1 1 e  prince  your  hutiband  comeri  to  cl: u n  1  yoi  1 . 
The  8{uiicen  lady  acceptcii  the  utli*r.  and 
the  next  day  fbllowcil  the  king  my  father, 
who  tout  id  all  hw  retinue  upon  tlie  skirts  of 
the  wood,  they  having  s|)ent  the  night  in 
searching  atler  him.  anid  being  very  uneasy 
because  they  could  not  find  him.  They 
were  do  lorn  nQoicod  to  neet  with  than 


amazed  to  see  him  with  a  htdv,  wliose 
beauty  surprised  them.  I  le  told  them  how 
he  had  found  her,  and  the  risk  he  nm  in 
approaching  the  hut^  where  he  nui£t  cer- 
tainly have  k)Bt  his  lile  had  the  giant  spied 
him.  One  of  his  servantR  took  up  the  ladv 
behind  him,  and  another  carried  the  child. 

Thus  tliey  arrived  at  the  imlacc  of  the 
king  my  lather,  who  a^iigtied  the  beauti- 
ful Saracen  lady  an  apartment,  and  caused 
herchild  to  be  carelully  e(tucate<l.  The 
lady  was  not  insojwiblc  of  tiic  king'd  good- 
nc«B  to  her,  and  expreased  as  murh  grati- 
tude as  he  could  desire.  She  had  at  first 
appeared  very  uneasy,  and  imiuitient  that 
her  husband  did  not  claim  her ;  hut  by  de- 
grees^ slic  lost  that  uneasinesfi.  "Hie  respect 
niy  father  paid  her  disf^ielled  her  impa- 
tience ;  and  I  am  of  opinion  she.  would  at 
hist  have  blamcti  fortune  more  for  restoring 
her  to  her  kindred  than  t«he  did  tor  remov- 
ing luir  Irom  them. 

In  Uie  mean  time,  the  lady'^  son  grew 
up ;  he  wiis  very  handsome,  and  not  wiuit- 
ing  wit,  found  means  to  plea^  tlie  king 
my  latlior,  who  conceived  a  great  friend- 
ship for  him.  All  the  courtiurs  jx^rccived 
it,  and  guoe)«ed  tiiat  that  young  man  might 
in  the  end  be  my  husband.  In  tliis  idea, 
and  looking  on  liim  alitsady  as  heir  to  the 
crown,  they  made  their  court  to  hini.  and 
every  one  endeavoured  to  i^aiii  his  luvour. 
He  soon  Haw  into  their  diMii^n^,  grew  cua- 
ceited  of  himself,  and,  lorgetiing  the  dU- 
tancc  theie  wnm  lietwecu  our  coiulitioiu, 
flattered  hiniK*lf  witli  the  hn^ie8  that  my 
father  was  Ibiui  eiMiugh  of  Jiini  to  pi-eler 
him  before  all  the  prinu<»  in  the  world. 
He  went  farther;  lor  the  king  not  being  Ibr^ 
wani  enough  in  olFering  me  to  him  as  noon 
(M  he  could  have  wiished,  he  liad  the  liold- 
ness  to  ask  me  of  him.  vV}mtsoc*ver  puji- 
isliment  his  insolence  dei^Tved,  my  father 
was  satistied  with  teUing  him  lie  liad  oilier 
tlwu^htri  in  rclatkm  to  me,  and  showed  Jiim 
no  farther  nventment.  The  youth^  was 
incen»Hl  at  tliis  rtUusul ;  the  vain  fellow 
nvente«i  the  C4untempt.  as  it'  he  had  asked 
mmie  maid  of  onlinary  extraction,  or  as  if 
liis  birth  had  Itceii  eciual  to  mine.  Not  did 
he  stop  her«\  but  recolvfd  to  be  revrnged 
on  tlie  king,  ajid.  with  unparalleled  ingai- 
tiiude.  conspiretl  airainst  hi  in.  In  slii»ri.  he 
murdered  tiini.  ainl  caused  hiniiiielf  to  lie 
pnieliuined  king  of  Deryakir,  bv  a  threat 
numl»er  of  malecontenti:.  whom  he  enc<iu- 
lagoil.  The  tir^t  thing  he  diil,  after  ritliling 
himself  of  my  father,  wa.s  to  come  into  my 
aiKirtment,  at  the  head  of  a  party  ot'  the 
conspinitoi-s.  1  lis  «lc%ign  u*us  eitJier  to  take 
my  lite,  or  ohliuo  me  to  nin';ry  him.  Wliilst 
lie'  Willi  busy  murdering  my  fatlier.  the 
grand  vi/.ier,  wlio  had  been  always  loyal 
to  his  master,  came  to  carry  me  awa^v  t'roin 
the  i)alace,  and  secured  me  in  a  irieiui-s 
house,  till  a  vessel  he  had  pro\'ide<i  waM 
ready  to  sail.  I  then  loft  the  island,  attend- 
ed only  by  a  gav^roftm  and  that  generous 
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minirt«r,  wbo  ebon  nuher  to  Ibllow  hk 
maiter^  dautthter,  uul  ihara  in  her  mielbr- 
toiMi,  then  to  rabtnit  to  k  tynoL 

The  f  nnd  vizier  <lMicned  to  tarry  me 
to  the  cooKa  of  the  neigbbooring  tdnn  to 
iniploK  their  umtanoe,  and  excite  them 
to reveivemr  father^ death;  botHeaven 
did  not  apprare  B  leeolnlian  we  tbmiKht  n 
jaaL  Whenwe  had  been  but  a  lew  dajv 
at  tea,  there  arae  eoeb  a  fbriDW  rtonn, 
Ibat,  ui  q)ii«  of  all  the  mniaenf  art,  our 
teewl,  canted  awajby  thevkilencaai' the 
wnWb  and  wave^waa  darfted  ' 

agajiwt  a  rock.    I  will  not  epei ._ 

detcnbrngoorehipwreck.  1  can  but  bint- 
Ij  repreieot  to  jou  how  mf  goTemeea,  the 


frand  vizier,  and  all  that  attended  me, 
were •wntlowed lip  bv the eea.  Tbedread 
I  waa  Miied  with  did  not  permit  me  to  ob- 


e  ait  the  borror  oTour  condition.    1 

lartmjreeoaei;  and  whether  I  mw  thrown 
omn  the  coeat  upon  aaj  rart  of  the  wieek 
or  our  thip,  or  whether  Heaven,  which  re- 
■erved  roe  lor  other  mii&rtuneB,  wioug-hta 
miracle  tot  my  delivemrc«,  I  Ibund  myiell* 
on  ibore  when  mf  leraefi  retomed. 

MUbrtunet  verv  oJten  mnke  ui  Torfpi 
Qurdutr-    Iiwteaa  of  returning  thnnka  to 
Ood  ibr  K>  singular  a  lavour  diewn  ir 
only  lifted  up  mv  erce  to  Heaven,  to  c 
plain  beeauK  I  had  been  pniMrved.   I 
n  far  froto  bewailing  the"--- ' 


dreadful  imaginntiona  bydegreea  prevniling 
over  mj  rea«>ii,  I  reaolved  to  euit  mvspl! 
into  the  Ma :  1  wiu  upon  the  point  of  doing 
w^when  I  heard  behind  me  a  great  ~ 
oTmenand  boniea.  I  loalEal  about  b.  ... 
what  it  might  be,  and  espied  aevcml  armeil 
honemen,  among  whom  wn*  one  mounted 
on  an  Arabian  borae.  He  had  on  a  gnr- 
ment  embroidered  with  ailver,  a  girdle  sei 
with  pi«cioiM  itona,  and  «  crown  of  gold 
on  hia  head.  Though  hia  hshit  hod  -' 
coiivineed  me  that  he  waa  chief  oftha  c 
pan;  I  dtoald  have  judged  it  by  the  ai 
naMeur  whkb  appearad  in  nia  par 


... a  Toung  man  extJBOrdmorily  wai. 

shaped,  and  pertbctlf  beautiful.   8un*i»d 

joaag  lady  alone  in  that  ptaoe,  he 

neof  niaomcera  to  aakintoIwM. 

jred  onlj  hy  weeping.    ^M  rina 

bong  covered  with  the  wreck  cf  oar  rfiv, 
thejr  concluded  now  vcmcI  had  been  eatf 
away  there,  and  that  1 WBB  certainir  aone 
perwn  that  had  eaea^  with  ror  life.  Thia 
cm^ectnre,  and  my  inconaolabH  wndiliun, 
excited  the  cnrioaitj  of  thoca  oQeen;  wba 
began  to  Bik  me  a  thonand  qoertiina,  with 

aararanceathattbr'-      

prince,  and  that  I 
tion  inbiacotirL 

The  }dng,  impatient  to  know  who  I  WM, 
grew  wearr  of  expecting  the  return  of  hb 
officerB,  and  drew  near  to  ina.  He  gaaat 
on  me  ver^ eameatif,  and dMervincthail 
did  mt  give  over  weMnng  and  aneting 
mrseir,  mthmit  being  able  to  retun  an  an- 
swer to  their  qoea&Da^  be  tbrtHd  then 
troubling  me  anr  more :  and  directing  hia 
diacj>ur«e  to  me,  Madam,  mid  ha,  I  cetqac 
vau  to  modemte  jvur  exceaaive  afflicua. 
Though  Heaven  m  ite  wrath  haa  hud  tha 
ralnmit);  upon  you,  it  doea  not  behove  yn 
to  (feEpair.  I  beseech  vou  show  mot«  tew- 
lution.  Fortune,  which  has  hitherto  pene- 
cuteil  you.  lb  inconetant,  and  mar  mm 
change.  I  dare  asaure  you,  thai  iir*ei> 
~iiali>rtiine>i  are  capable  of  receivitig  utr 
liiKl  it  in  my  linnimioni 
1  your  service.  Yoj  ihU 
vhowffl 

(lir.tion.  I  know  not  yet  who  you  are ;  but 
I  find  I  alrendy  take  an  inierBai  in  you. 

1  thanked  the  young  king  I!m-  hia  put- 
nesH  lo  nie,  accepted  the  obliging  odei*  br 
made  me ;  and  to  convince  him  thai  I  *u 
not  unworthy  of  them,  told  him  mvcundi- 
tion.  I  described  to  him  the  iiwoleiKrcTthe 
young  Saracen,  and  found  it  was  enoogh 
lo  recount  my  miatbrtunM,  to  nxciic  mb- 
paaaton  in  him,  and  all  Itia  ollKen  wba 
beard  me.    Whrn  I  tad  -taie  apaakM» 
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the  prmoe  began  again,  aiming  me  that 
be  waf  deeply  eoneerned  at  m/miifoitiinei. 
Then  he  conducted  me  to  ha  palace,  and 
presented  me  to  the  queen  hk  mother,  to 
whom  I  was  obliged  again  to  repeat  my 
miifiMtunee,  and  to  renew  my  teara.  The 
queen  eeemed  very  eenable  of  my  trouble, 
and  conceived  extreme  afiection  for  me. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  king  her  son  fell 
deiperateljr  in  love  with  me,  and  soon  of> 
foped  me  hif  peraon  and  his  crown.  I  was 
■0  taken  up  with  the  thoughts  of  my  ca- 
lamitieB,  that  the  prince,  tluRigh  so  lovely 
a  person,  did  not  make  so  great  ao  impree- 
■ion  on  me  as  he  might  have  done  at  an- 
other time.  However,  gratitude  prevailed 
on  me,  I  did  not  refuse  to  make  him  happ^, 
and  our  wedding  was  kept  with  all  imagi- 
nable splendour. 

When  all  the  people  were  taken  up  with 
the  celebratkm  of  their  sovereign's  nuptials, 
a  neighbouring  prince,  his  enem^.  made  a 
descent  by  night  on  the  island  with  a  great 
number  oT  troops.  That  formidable  enemy 
was  the  king  of  Zanguebar.  He  surprised 
those  people,  and  cut  to  pieces  all  the  king 
mv  husband's  subjects.  He  was  very  near 
taking  us  both.  We  escaped  verv  narrow- 
lyj  for  he  had  already  entered  the  palace 
with  some  of  his  tbUowers ;  but  we  found 
means  to  slip  away,  and  to  get  to  the  sea- 
coast,  where  we  threw  oumeFves  into  a  fish- 
ing-boat we  had  the  good  fortune  to  meet 
with.  Two  days  we  were  driven  about  by 
the  wind&  without  knowing  what  would 
become  or  us.  The  third  day  we  espied  a 
vessel  making  towards  us  under  sail.  We 
rejoiced  at  first,  believing  it  had  been  a  mer- 
chant ^p  which  might  take  ue  aboard ; 
but  what  was  our  astonishment,  when,  as 
it  drew  near,  we  saw  ton  or  twelve  anned 
pirates  appearon  the  deck.  Having  board- 
ed, five  or  six  of  them  leaped  into  our  boat, 
seized  us,  bound  the  prince,  and  conveyed 
us  into  their  ship,  where  they  immediately 
took  off  mv  veiL  Mv  youth  and  features 
touched  tnem,  and  they  all  declared  how 
much  they  were  charmed  at  the  si>ht  of 
ine.  Instead  of  casting  k>ts,  each  of  them 
claimed  tlie  preference,  and  me  as  his  right 
The  dispute  grew  warm,  and  they  came 
to  blow8  about  me,  and  Ibught  like  mad- 
men. The  deck  was  soon  covered  with 
dead  botiies,  and  they  were  all  killed  but 
one.  who  being  k^ll  koIc  |X)«>eflBor  of  me, 
mid,  You  are  mine.  I  will  carry  vou  to 
Gr.ind  Cairo,  to  deliver  you  to  a  friend  of 
iiiinc*,  t4)  whom  1  have  promised  a  l»cauti- 
fiil  hIiivp.  But  who,  tuidcA  he,  kwking  up- 
on the  kin^  mv  hunband,  is  that  man? 
What  relation  does  he  bear  to  you  ?  Are 
vo(i  allied  bv  blood  or  kive ?  Sir.  answered 
I,  he  Ib  my  husband.  If  so,  replied  the  pi- 
late,  in  pity  I  must  rid  ^^yself  of  him :  it 
would  be  too  great  an  afnwtion  to  him  to 
see  you  in  myTriend'8  arms.  Haviiu;  spo- 
ken these  words,  he  took  up  the  unm^)py 
prince,  who  was  bound,  and  threw  him  into 
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theseiL  nocwithstandingall  myendeavoum 
to  hinder  hhn. 

I  shrieked  in  a  dreadful  manner  at  tha 
sight  of  that  cruel  action,  and  had  oertainty 
cast  myself  headkmg  into  the  sea,  but  thtt 
the  pirate  held  me.  He  plainly  saw  that 
was  my  design,  and  therefore  bound  me 
with  cordstotbe  main^mast,  and  then  hoin^ 
inff  sail,  made  towards  the  land,  and  got 
asnore.  He  unbound  me,  and  led  me  to  a 
little  town,  where  he  bought  camels,  tenti, 
and  slaves,  and  then  set  out  for  Grand  Cai- 
ro, designing,  as  he  still  said,  to  present  ma 
to  his  thend,  according  to  his  promise. 
We  had  been  seversd  days  upon  the  road, 
when,  as  we  were  crossing  this  plain  yea- 
torday,  we  espied  the  black  who  inhabited 
this  caJBtle.  At  a  distance  we  took  him  for 
a  tower,  and  when  near  us  could  scarce  be- 
lieve him  to  be  a  man.  He  drew  his  vast 
scimitar,  and  summoned  the  pirate  to  yield 
himseh'  prisoner,  with  all  his  slaves,  and  the 
lady  he  was  conducting.  The  pirate  was 
daniig,  and  being  seconded  by  all  bis  slaves, 
who  promised  to  stand  by  hini,  he  attackea 
the  black.  The  combat  lasted  a  conskiera- 
ble  time ;  but  at  length  the  pirate  Icdl  under 
his  enemy's  deadly  blows,  as  did  all  his 
slaves,  who  chose  rather  to  die  than  to  for- 
sake him.  The  black  then  conducted  me 
to  the  castle,  whither  he  also  brought  the 
pirated  body,  whkh  he  cat  that  night  for 
his  supper.  Afler  that  inhuman  meal,  per- 
ceivinig  that  I  ceased  not  weeping,  he  said 
to  me.  Young  lady,  prepare  to  satisfy  my 
deeiresL  rather  than  continue  thus  to  ofmct 
yourself.  Make  a  virtue  of  necesaty,  and 
comply :  I  will  give  you  till  to-monvw  to 
connder.  Let  me  then  find  vou  comforted 
for  all  your  misfortunes,  ana  oveijoved  for 
having  been  reserved  for  my  bed.  Having 
spoke  these  words,  he  conducted  me  to  a 
chamber,  and  went  to  bed  in  his  own,  after 
k)cking  up  all  the  castle  doors.  Heopened 
them  this  morning,  and  presently  locked 
them  again,  to  pursue  some  travellen  he 
perceived  at  a  dvtance ;  but  it  is  likely  they 
made  their  escape,  since  he  was  coming 
akme,  and  without  any  booty,  when  you  at* 
tacked  him. 

As  soon  as  the  princess  had  put  an  end  to 
the  recital  of  her  adventures,  Codadad  de- 
clared to  her  that  he  was  deeply  concerned 
at  her  misfortunes.  But,  madam,  added 
he,  it  shall  be^^our  own  fault  if  vou  do  not 
live  at  ease  lor  the  future.  Tne  king  of 
Harran's  sons  offer  vou  a  safe  retreat  in  the 
court  of  the  king  tneir  father;  be  pleased 
to  accept  of  it  You  will  be  there  cherished 
by  that  prince,  and  respected  by  all ;  am)  if 
you  do  not  disdain  the  affection  of  your 
deliverer,  permit  me  to  make  >'ou  a  present 
of  it,  and  to  marry  you  before  all  these  prin- 
ces ;  let  them  be  witnesses  to  our  contract. 
The  princess  consented  to  it,  and  the  mar- 
riage was  concluded  that  very  day  in  the 
cairtle,  where  they  found  all  sorts  of  previ- 
Tbe  kitcheiM  were  full  of  flesh  and 
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other  eatables  the  black  used  to  feed  on 
when  he  wus  weary  of  feeding  on  human 
bodies.  There  was  aiao  a  vanety  oi'  limits 
excellent  in  their  kinds ;  and  to  complete 
their  pleasure,  abundance  of  delicious  wine 
and  other  liquors. 

They  all  sat  down  at  table ;  and  alter 
having  eaten  and  drank  plentifully,  they 
took  along  with  them  the  rest  of  Uie  provi- 
aoQs,  and  set  out  lor  tlie  king  of  Harran'e 
court ;  they  travelled  several  days,  encamp- 
ing in  the  pleasantest  places  tliey  could  lind. 
and  they  were  witliin  one  day's  journey  ol' 
Harrau,  when,  having  halted  aiMl  drank 
ail  their  wine,  being  no  longer  under  con- 
cern to  make  it  holdout,  CkKludad  directing 
his  discourse  to  uU  hid  company.  Priiicct^ 
said  he,  1  have  too  long  concealed  from  you 
who  I  am.  Behold  your  brother  Cudadtid ! 
I  have  received  my  being,  as  well  ad  ^ou, 
Irom  the  king  of  Harrau ;  tlie  prince  ot  Sa- 
maria has  brought  ine  up,  and  the  uriuccks 
Pirouze  is  my  iiiotiier.  Muiiam,  adit&l  he, 
addressing  himsejf  to  tlie  priiicet*?  of  Dcrya* 
bar,  do  you  also  forgive  me  lor  having  con- 
cealed my  birth  from  you  ?  Perhaiis,  by 
discovering  it  sooner,  I  might  have  prevent- 
ed some  disagreeaule  retlectk>ns,  which 
may  iiave  been  occasioned  by  a  match  you 
may  have  tiiought  unequal.  No,  sir,  an- 
swered tiie  princess,  the  ouinkxi  I  at  first 
oonceived  of  Vou  heightened  every  moment, 
and  ^ou  diu  not  stand  in  need  of  the  ex- 
traction you  now  discover  to  make  me 
hapnv. 

The  princes  congratulated  Codadad  on 
his  birth,  and  expressed  much  satistaction 
at  the  knowleclge  of  it.  But  in  roality,  in- 
stead of  rejoicing,  tlieir  hatred  of  k>  amiable 
a  brotlier  was  increiised.  They  met  toge- 
ther at  night  in  a  by-place,  whilst  Coda- 
dad  and  tiie  princeiis  his  wife  lav  iiist  asleep 
in  their  tent.  Those  ungrateful,  those  envi- 
ous brothers,  tbrgetting  Uiat,  had  it  not  been 
for  the  brave  sun  of  Pirouze.  they  must 
have  been  devoured  by  the  black,  agreed 
among  themselves  to  murder  him.  We  nave 
no  otlier  course  to  choose,  said  one  ot'  those 
wicked  brethren;  for  tlie  moment  our  fatlier 
shall  come  to  unclerstaiid  tluit  tiiis  stranger 
he  is  already  so  tbiid  ol)  is  our  brother,  and 
that  he  alone  lias  been  able  to  destroy  a 
giant,  whom  we  could  not  all  of  us  together 
conauer,  he  will  heap  fuvouiv  and  a  thou- 
sand praises  on  him,  and  declare  liim  his 
heir,  to  the  prejudice  of  all  his  brothers,  who 
will  be  obliged  to  obey  and  fall  down  before 
him.  Besidefes  tiiose,  he  added  many  otlier 
words,  which  made  such  an  impreivion  on 
their  jealous  minds,  that  they  immediately 
repair^  tp  Codaihid,  then  liist  asleep,  t^tul)- 
bed  him  in  a  thousand  places,  and  leaving 
him  lor  dead  in  the  arms  of  the  ivinces  of 
Deryabar^  proceeded  on  their  journey  lur 
the  city  ot  Hamui,  where  they  arriveti  the 
next  day. 

The  king,  tlieir  father,  conceived  the 
greater  joy  at  their  return,  because  he  hod 


despaved  of  ever  seeing  them  again:  kt 
asked  what  had  been  the  occasion  of  their 
stay  ?  But  thev  took  care  not  to  acqiwunt 
him  with  it,  making  no  meotkxi  ddier  cf 
the  black  or  of  Codadad  Land  only  md» 
that  l>eing  curious  to  see  ditierenteountriei^ 
they  had  spent  some  time  in  the  neighbour^ 
ing  cities. 

In  the  mean  time  Codadad  lay  in  his  tent 
drowned  in  his  own  blood,  and  little  difier- 
in^  from  a  dead  man.  with  the  princes  hii 
wife,  who  seemed  to  be  in  not  much  better 
condition  than  he.  She  rent  the  air  with 
her  dismal  ^hneks,  tore  her  hair,  and  bath- 
in":  her  husband's  body  with  her  tear^— 
Alas !  Codadad,  my  dear  Codadad,  cried 
she,  is  it  you  whom  I  behold  just  departing 
this  lite  f  What  cruel  hands  have  put  you 
into  this  condition  ?  Can  I  believe  these  are 
your  brothers  who  have  treated  you  so  un- 
mercifully, these  brothers  whom  thjr  vakHir 
has  siiveJ  ?  No,  they  are  rather  devils,  who 
under  the  characters  so  dear,  came  to  mur- 
der you.  O  barbarous  wretches!  whosoever 
you  are,  how  cuuld  you  make  so  ungrateful 
a  return  tor  the  service  he  has  done  you  ? 
But  why  should  I  comulain  of  your  bro- 
thers, untbrtunate  Codadail !  I  alone  am  to 
blame  tor  your  death.  You  would  join  your 
tate  with  mine,  and  all  the  ill-fortune  that 
attends  me  dncc  1  leil  my  lather's  palace, 
has  falU^n  upon  you.  O  Heaven !  which 
has  condemned  me  to  lead  a  life  full  of  ad- 
ventures and  calamities,  if  you  will  not  per- 
mit me  to  have  a  consort,  why  do  you  per- 
mit me  to  find  one  i  Behold,  you  have  now 
robbed  me  of  two,  just  as  I  began  to  be  at- 
tached to  them. 

By  these  and  other  moving  expressiaDa 
the  wretched  princess  of  Deryabar  vented 
her  sorrow,  fixing  her  eves  on  the  depk)ra- 
ble  Coiladail,  who  could  not  hear  her ;  but 
he  was  not  dead,  and  his  consort  observing 
that  he  still  breatlieil,  ran  to  a  laige  town 
she  espied  in  the  plain,  to  inquire  lor  a  eur- 
^eon.  She  was  directed  to  one,  who  went 
immediately  with  lier;  but  when  they  came 
to  the  tent  they  could  not  find  Codadad, 
which  made  them  conclude  he  had  been 
dragged  away  by  some  wild  beast  to  de- 
vour him.  The  princess  renewed  her  com- 
plaints and  lameiitatk)ns  in  a  most  digmal 
manner.  The  surgeon  was  movetl,  and 
being  unwilling  to  leave  her  in  tliat  fright- 
ful condition,  pro{M)sed  to  her  to  return  to 
tlie  town,  otienng  her  his  house  and  sen'ioe. 
She  suffered  herself  to  be  prevailed  oa 
The  s\)r<?eon  conducted  her  to  his  houie, 
and  without  knowing,  as  yet,  who  she  wait 
treated  her  with  all  imaginable  courtesy, 
and  re8i)ect.  He  usetl  all  his  rhetoric  to 
comfort  her,  but  it  was  in  vain  to  think  ot* 
removing  her  sorrow,  which  was  raihrr 
heightened  than  diminished.  Madam,  flud 
he  to  her  one  day,  be  pleased  to  recount  to 
me  your  misfortunes ;  tell  me  yoiir  country 
and  your  conditk)n.  Perhaps  I  may  giv 
vou  some  advice,  when  1  am  acquainted 
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with  nil  the  circumstancea  of  ^-our  calami- 
ty. You  Ho  nothing  hut  atHict  youreolfl 
withmit  cnnsiHcrinir  that  remedies  may  be 
fbuml  for  the  lno^:t  ilesncrale  discaws. 

The  surgrconV  wonlr*  wen*  so  efficacious 
Ihril  they  wmu?rht  on  the  princess,  who 
recounted  to  him  all  her  mlvcntures;  and 
when  she  had  done,  the  surgw^n  direoKMi 
his  dijicouree to  her:  Madum,8aid  he^  since 
they  arc  ro,  give  me  leave  to  tell  you  that 
you  ougfhl  not  thus  to  give  way  to  \*our 
■nrrow;  vou  ought  rather  to  arm  youn*?ir 
witli  resolution  .and  jxjrtbrm  what  the  name 
and  the  duty  ol'a  wife  reriuirc  ot'j-ou.  Yon 
are  bound  to  avenge  ytmr  husband.  If  you 
please,  I  will  wait  on  vou  as  your  «iuire. 
Let  us  so  to  the  king  ofHarran'H  court ;  he 
IB  a  good  and  a  jusrt  prince.  You  neeti  only 
represent  to  him  in   lively  colour?,  how 

Enncc  Codadad  has  been  treated  by  his 
rot  hers :  lam  iwrRuaded  he  will  do  you 
justice.  I  submit  to  your  reasons,  answeri'd 
the  j)rince8R :  it  is  my  duty  to  endeavour  to 
nvenffc  Codadad ;  and  since  j'ou  are  so 
obliging  and  so  generous  as  to  oflcr  to  bear 
me  company  I  am  ready  to  set  out.  No 
sooner  had  she  fixed  this  rc^hition,  than 
the  surgeon  ordered  two  camels  to  be  made 
ready,  on  which  the  princess  and  he  mount- 
ed and  repaired  to  Harran. 

They  alighted  at  the  first  caravansera 
they  found,  and  infiuirin^  of  the  host  what 
news  at  court:  It  is,  said  he,  in  very  ^reat 
perplexity.  The  king  had  a  son.  who  lived 
a  long  time  with  him  as  a  stranger,  and  none 
can  tell  what  is  become  of  that  young 
prince.  One  of  the  king's  wi\-e»i,  calie<i 
Pirouze^  is  his  mother ;  slie  has  matie  all 
possible  mquir\',  hut  to  no  purpi)i%.  All  men 
are  concerned  at  the  lots  of  that  prince, 
because  he  had  great  merit.  The  king  has 
forty-nine  other  sons,  all  by  different  mo- 
thers, but  not  one  of  them  has  virtue  enough 
to  comfort  the  king  for  tlie  death  of  Coda- 
dad ;  I  say  his  death,  because  it  is  impossi- 
ble he  should  be  still  alive,  since  no  news 
has  been  heanl  of  him,  notwithi^andingsu 
much  search  has  been  made  af\er  him. 

Tlie  surffcon  havinp  heard  this  account 
from  tlie  liost,  concluded  that  the  best 
course  the  princess  of  Deryabar  could  take 
was  to  wait  upon  Pirouze:  but  that  step 
was  not  •N'ithout  some  danjrer  and  required 
much  precaution ;  for  it  vvus  to  be  feare<l, 
that  it  the  king  of  Harran's  sons  shftuld 
happen  to  hear  oft  he  arrival  of  their  sister- 
in-law.  and  her  dosi«rn.  they^  niight  cause 
her  to  be  conveyed  awav  betbr«»  she  coidd 
speak  to  Cotladiul's  mother.  The  surgeon 
weighe*!  all  these  cireumstances,  and  con- 
udered  what  risk  he  mii'ht  run  himself ; 
and  therefore  that  he  miglit  manage  mat- 
ters with  discretion,  he  desired  the  princess 
to  stay  in  the  cara\'ansera,  whilst  he  went 
to  the  palace,  to  observe  which  might  be 
the  saft-st  way  to  conduct  her  to  Pirouze. 

He  went  accordingly  into  the  citv,  and 
was  walking  towards  the  palace,  like  one  1 


led  onl>'  by  curiosity  to  see  the  court,  when 
he  espied  a  la<ly  mounted  on  a  mule  richly 
acci>utred.  She  was  tollowe<l  by  several 
ladies  mounted  also  on  mules,  with  a  great 
number  of  guards  and  black  slaves.  All 
the  people  made  a  lane  to  see  her  pass 
along,  mid  saluted  her  hv  prostrating  them- 
selves on  the  ground,  ^riie  surgeon  |)aid 
her  the  same  r(Si>ect.  and  then  asked  a 
calendar,  who  hapi>ened  to  ntand  by  him, 
whether  that  huly  was  one  of  the  king's 
wives?  Yes,  brother,  answered  the  ca- 
lender, she  is  one  of  the  king's  wives,  and 
the  most  honoured  andl>elove<l  by  the  peo- 
ple, because  she  is  motlier  to  prince  Coda- 
dad, of  whom  you  must  have  heard. 

The  surgeon  asked  no  more  questions, 
but  t()lluwe<l  Pirou/e  to  a  inosr|ue,  into 
which  she  went  to  distribute  alms,  and  as- 
sist at  the  public  fmiyers  the  king  had  or- 
dered to  be  made  for  the  safe  return  of^Co- 
dadiid.  The  people,  who  were  highly  con- 
cerned for  that  young  prince,  ran  m  crowds 
to  join  their  vows  to  the  prayers  of  the 
priests,  so  that  the  mosque  was  quite  full. 
Tlie  surgeon  broke  the  throng,  arwi  ad- 
vanced towards  Pirouze's  guards.  He  stay- 
ed out  the  prayers  and  when  that  princess 
went  out  he  step|)ed  up  to  one  of  her  slaves, 
and  whispered  him  in  the  ear,  Brother,  I 
have  a  secret  of  moment  to  imi)art  to  the 
princess  Pirouze ;  may  not  I,  by  your  means, 
be  introduced  into  her  apartment  ?  If  that 
secret,  answered  the  slave,  relates  to  prince 
Codadad,  I  dare  promise  you  shall  have 
audience  of  her  this  very  day :  but  if  it  con- 
cerns not  him,  it  is  neeilless  for  you  to  en- 
deavour to  be  introduced  to  her ;  for  her 
thoughts  are  all  engrossed  by  her  son.  and 
she  will  not  hear  talk  of  any  other  subject. 
It  is  only  about  that  dear  son,  replied  tlie 
surgeon,  tluit  I  wish  to  s^ieak  to  her.  If  so, 
said  the  slave,  you  nee<l  only  folknv  us 
to  the  palace,  and  you  sliall  soon  speak  to 
her. 

Accordingly,  as  soon  as  Pirouze  was  re- 
turned to  her  apartment,  that  sla>'e  ac- 
quainted her  that  a  iterson  unknown  had 
some  important  matter  to  communicate  to 
her,  and  that  it  related  to  prince  Codadad. 
No  sooner  had  he  uttered  these  words,  than 
Pirouze  expres«»d  her  impatience  to  see 
that  stnmger.  The  slave  immediately  con- 
ducted him  into  the  princess's  closet,  who 
onlered  all  herivomen  to  withdraw,  except 
two,  fi"oni  whom  she  cf)iicealed  nothing. 
As  soon  lis  she  saw  the  surptH)n,  she  askM 
him  eagerlv  what  news  he  ha<l  to  tell  her 
of  Codadad  '?  .Madam,  ans^Tred  tlie  sur- 
geon, atler  having  prostrated  himself  on 
9ie  ground.  I  have  a  long  account  to  give 
you,  and  such  as  will  surprise  you.  Then 
he  told  her  all  the  particulare  of  what  had 
paffed  between  Codadad  and  his  brotheri, 
which  she  listenetl  to  with  ea^r  attention; 
but  when  be  came  to  s|)eak  ot  the  murder, 
that  tender  mother  fainted  away  on  the 
sofa,  as  if  she  had  herself  been  Habbed 
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like  her  son.  Her  two  women  used  proper 
means,  and  soon  brought  her  to  herself. 
The  surseon  continued  his  relation ;  and 
when  he  bad  ended  it,  Pirouze  said  to  him. 
Qo  back  to  the  princes  of  Deryabar.  and 
aaure  her  from  me  that  the  king  shall  soon 
own  her  for  his  daughter-in-law ;  and  as 
IbryourselC  be  assured  that  your  9ervice8 
shali  be  well  rewarded. 

When  the  surgeon  was  gone,  Pirouze 
remained  on  the  sofa,  in  such  a  state  of 
affliction  as  may  easily  be  imagined ;  and 
yieldii^  to  her  tenderness  at  the  recoUec- 
tXTi  oTCodadad,  O !  my  son,  said  she,  I 
must  never  then  expect  to  see  you  more  ! 
Alas !  when  1  gave  you  leave  to  depart 
from  Samaria,  and  you  took  leave  of  me,  I 
did  not  imagine  that  so  unfortunate  a  death 
awaited  you  at  such  a  distance  from  me. 
Unfortunate  Codadad !  Why  did  you  leave 
me !  You  would  not,  it  is  true,  have  acquir- 
ed so  much  renown ;  but  you  had  been  still 
aUve,  and  not  have  cost  your  mother  so 
manytearv.  Wliile  she  uttered  these  words, 
•he  wept  bitterly ;  and  her  two  confidants, 
moved  by  her  grief,  mingled  their  tears 
with  hers. 

Whilst  they  were  all  three,  as  it  were, 
vving  in  afflictfon,  the  king  came  into  the 
ckoset,  and  seeing  them  in  that  conditfon. 
asked  Pirouze  whether  she  had  received 
aoy  bad  news  concerning  Codadad  ?  Alas ! 
nr,  said  ^,  all  is  over ;  my  son  has  lost  his 
life,  and  to  add  to  my  sorroWj  I  cannot  pay 
him  the  funeral  rites ;  tor,  m  all  appear- 
Hiice,  the  wild  beasts  have  devoured  him. 
Then  slie  told  him  ail  that  she  had  heard 
from  the  surgeon,  and  did  not  fail  to  enlarge 
on  the  inhuman  manner  in  which  Codadad 
had  been  murdered  by  Ids  brothers. 

The  king  dkl  not  give  Pirouze  time  to 
finish  iier  relation,  but  transported  with  an- 
ger, and  giving  wa^to  his  paasfon,  Madam, 
■eLKl  he,  to  the  princess,  those  perfidfous 
wretches  who  cause  you  to  shed  these  tears, 
and  are  the  occasion  of  mortal  grief  to 
their  father,  shall  soon  leel  the  punishment 
due  to  their  guilL  The  king  having  spo- 
ken these  words,  witli  indignation  m  nis 
countenance,  went  directly  to  the  presence- 
cheunber,  where  all  his  courtiers  attended, 
and  such  of  the  people  as  had  anv  petitfons 
to  preeent  to  him.  They  were  all  astonish- 
ed to  see  him  in  that  passion,  and  thought 
his  anger  had  been  kindled  against  nis 
people.  Their  hearts  were  chilled  with 
tear.  He  ascended  the  throne,  and  causing 
his  ^nuid  vizier  to  draw  near,  Hassan,  said 
he,  I  have  some  orders  for  you :  go  imme- 
diately, take  a  thousand  of  my  guards,  and 
seize  all  the  princes,  my  sons ;  shut  them 
upin  the  tower  appointed  as  a  prison  for 
marderers.  and  let  this  be  done  in  a  mo- 
ment. All  wIk)  were  ijresent  trembled  at 
bearing  this  extraordinary  command ;  and 
Ibe  gmnd  vizier,  without  answering  one 
word!  laid  his  hand  on  his  head,  to  expre« 
bit  obedieiice,  and  went  out  of  the  hall  to 


execute  his  orders,  which  very  mucb  nr- 
prised  him.  In  the  mean  time  tbe  king 
dismissed  those  who  attended  for  nndieneeb 
and  declared  he  would  not  hear  of  aigr  bu- 
siness for  a  month  to  come.  He  was  ecill 
in  the  hall  when  the  vizier  returned.  Are 
all  my  sons,  said  that  prince,  inthetofwer? 
They  are,  sir,  answered  the  vizier :  I  have 
obeyed  your  orders.  This  is  not  aU,  lepii- 
ed  the  king,  I  have  farther  commands  for 
you ;  and  so  saying,  he  went  oat  of  the  lodi 
of  audience,  and  returned  to  Pvmat^ 
apartment,  with  the  vizier  fblkywiiic  him. 
He  asked  that  princess  where  Co&dMTi 
widow  had  taken  up  her  lodging?  Pirooze^ 
women  told  him,  for  the  suneeoo  had  not 
forgot  that  in  his  relatk>n.  Ttien  the  Idng 
turning  to  his  minister.  Go,  said  he,  to  that 


caravansera,  and  bring  a  voun|[  princew, 
who  lod^  there,  but  treat  her  with  all  the 
reject  due  to  her  quality. 

The  vizier  was  not  long  in  performing 
what  he  was  ordered.  He  mounted  on 
horseback  with  all  the  emirs  and  courtiflny 
and  repaired  to  the  caravansera,  where  the 
princess  of  Deryabar  was,  whom  he  ac- 

?[uainted  with  his  orders ;  and  presented  her 
rom  the  king  a  fine  white  mule,  who« 
saddle  and  bndle  were  adorned  with  goid 
rubies,  and  diamonds.  She  mounted  it,  aad 
went  to  the  ]mlace,  attended  by  all  uose 


great  men.  Thesurgeonbore  oeri 
ny,  mounted  on  a  b^utiful  Tartar  ham. 
which  the  vizier  had  provided  for  bbn.  AU 
the  people  were  at  their  windows,  or  in  the 
streets,  to  see  that  noble  cavalcade ;  and  it 
being  given  out  that  the  princen,  whom 
they  conducted  in  such  state  to  court,  was 
Codadad's  wife,  the  city  resounded  with 
acclamatk>ns,  the  air  rung  with  shoots  of 
joy,  whk^h  would  have  been  turned  into  fa^ 
mentations,  had  that  princess  fatal  adven- 
ture been  known :  so  much  was  he  beloved 
by  all. 

The  princess  of  Derjrabar  found  the  king 
at  the  palace  gate,  waiting  to  receive  her. 
He  took  her  by  the  hand,  and  led  her  to  Pi- 
rouze's  apartment,  where  a  very  movior 
scene  took  place.  Codadad's  wife  foooa 
her  afiUction  redouble  upon  her  at  the  agfat 
of  her  husband's  fother  and  mother :  as^  so 
the  other  hand,  those  parents  oould  not 
look  on  their  son's  wife  without  being  anxh 
afiected.  She  cast  herself  at  the  king^  feel, 
and  having  bathed  them  with  tears,  was 
so  overcome  with  grief,  that  she  was  not 
able  to  spesdc  one  word.  Pirouze  was  in  op 
better  state.  She  seemed  to  l>e  penetrated 
with  sorrow;  and  the  king,  moved  by  tboss 
affecting  obfects,  gave  way  to  his  omi 
weakness.  Those  three  persons,  minfliog 
their  tears  and  sighs,  for  some  timn  obsenr- 
ed  a  silence,  which  appeared  equally  ten- 
der and  pitiful.  At  length  the  prinMsi  of 
Deryabar,  beine  somevrhat  reoovmd,  re- 
counted the  adventure  of  the  caalie,  and 
Codadad's  disaster.  Thenebe  deroanded 
jurtiee  for  tbe  treachery  of  tbe 
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Tm,  madam,  «id  the  kiof  io  her,  thon 
unfnUefiil  wretchea  «h^  periih:  buiCo'l- 
imiPt  death  must  flnt  M  made  publj?, ' 
that  the  puDHhuent  of  hk  brothora  miw  ' 
DM  cause  mj  aubject*  to  rebel ;  and  tbou^l  i ' 
wo  have  not  my  ■on's  bodr,  we  will  iha  ] 
omit  payiiuhimlhelaMilulies.  ThnniJ.i 
be  direcieahit  discoune  to  the  vizier,  ajj.^ 
wdereil  him  to  build  a  dome  of  white  nia  r  - 1 
Ue,  in  a  delightful  plain,  in  the  miilit  ui 
which  the citjol'HananitandB.  Theahe 
RItpointed  tlie  pimceMof  Deryabaraband- 
Kme  apartment  in  hit  palace,  acknowledjf- 
iofr  her  lor  ha  daurhter>in-law. 

HaMon  caused  the  work  to  be  earned  on 
with  nich  diligence,  and  employed  n  mn< 
nr  workmen,  Umt  the  dome  waa  non  fin- 
jihed.  Within  it  waa  erected  a  tomb,  an 
which  woanlaced  a  figure  Teprewoting 
Codadad.  When  all  wm  cofn][<leied.  tlie 
king  ordered  prayera  to  be  mid,  and  ap- 
pointed a  day  for  the  obaeguiea  oThia  aon. 

On  that  day  all  the  innabinnta  oT  the 
city  went  out  upon  the  olaia  to  see  the 

The  kinc,  attended  by 
icipal  ktrdaoTthe  court, 


mldflowera.  Agreatbrnlyorhorae-guBnl^ 
banging  their  heaila  ani  koking  down 
drew  up  eloae  about  the  dome,  Bud  Q 


ed  round  it  twice,  observing  a  profound  1 1- 
leitce;  but  at  the  third  round  they  hatu'fl 
before  the  door,aiHl  all  of  them  with  a  loiid 
voiee  pronounced  theae  words :  Oj)nnce! 
■Ml  tothttliing,  could  woby  dintoi  iwor<l, 
and  human  vakMir.iclieve  your  miarortuRM'. 
we  would  brine  you  bach  to  life ;  but  the 
Kiiv  of  kings  nas  commanded,  and  the 
angel  of  death  haa  obeyed.  Having  ui- 
tared  theae  wo^d^  they  drew  off  to  ma)>e 
way  Ibr  a  hundred  old  men,  all  of  them 
mounted  on  block  mul«e,  and  weoriogkHig 


Bved  all  their  ... 

They  never  appeared  in  the  sight  of  the 
world  but  when  they  were  to  asaiat  at  the 
obaequiea  of  the  kings  of  Harran,  and  of 
the  princea  of  their  lamily.  Each  of  thci^. 
venerable  persona  carried  on  hia  head  a 
book,  which  he  held  with  one  hand.  Tbcy 
took  three  turns  round  the  dome  without 
uttering  one  nord ;  then  stopping  before 
the  door,  oneof  themsaid,  Opnnce!  what 
can  we  do  Ibr  iheel  irihoucouldat  bere- 
Moredulirebyprarerorleaming.wewoii.ld 
rub  Dur  grey  beards  at  thy  leet,  and  t«ciie 
prayers;  but  the  King  oftheunivene  had 
taken  thee  away  fer  e>-Pr. 

This  mid,  the  old  nwa  moved  to  a  dis- 
tance from  the  dome,  and  immediately  fiOy 
beeutiful  young  roaideas  drew  near  to  it: 
each  ol  them  waa  mounted  on  a  little  wbjio 
borae;  Ihev  wore  no  veil^andcaiTied gold 
butkerf,  full  of  all  aorta  of  precMNn  atons. 
They  dlwi  rode  thrice  ronrtd  the  dome,  and 


halting  at  the  aame  idace  a*  the  olhera  had 
done,  the  youngest  of  tliem  st>alie  in  the 
nameof  all,  as  follows;  0  prince!  once  ■» 
beaulirul.  what  relief  can  you  eipeei  from 
ub7  If  we  could  restore  you  to  kfeby  our 
charma,  we  would  beccme  vour  auiveai 
But  you  are  no  longer  senaible  to  bmalf, 
and  nave  no  more  occasion  Ibr  na. 

When  the  voung  maids  were  withdrawn, 
the  kiiig  nml  his  courtien  arose,  and  hav- 
ing walked  thrice  round  the  figure  repr^ 
seotiiig  Codoilad,  the  king  spoke  as  ibltotne 
O  my  dear  son,  light  of  my  eyea,  I  hava 
then  kMt  thc«  for  ever !  He  aceompaniea 
theae  witrds  with  sighi.  and  watered  (ba 
tomb  with  hi*  teora )  nis  couitieia  waerao* 
with  him.  Then  the  gate  of  the  iMrat 
was  shut,  and  all  the  people rattimed  tollM 
city.  Next  day  there  were  public  prajen 
in  all  the  mosques,  and  the  same  waa  con- 
tinued foreight  days  succeanvely.  On  tbil 
ninth  the  king  reM^ved  to  cause  the  prin> 
cesbisBonslohe  beheaded.  All  the  peo- 
ple, ioceoaed  at  their  crueitr  totvarda  C^ 
dadad,  impatiently  expected  to  see  then 
executed.     The  tcaS>kls  were  erectiiy. 


bouTingimocea,whohad  bebre  made  war 
on  the  Liiv  of  Harran,  were  advancing 
with  more  numerous  Ibrcea  than  the  flm 
time,  and  were  not  then  for  frocn  the  eiiy. 
It  had  been  long  known  that  Ihey  wva 
preparing  for  war,  but  their  preparauona 
caused  no  aJami.  This  new*  occaaioneil 
a  general  coDsternaiioi),  and  gave  new 
cause  to  lament  the  km  of  Codadad,  who 
had  signalised  himaelt'  in  the  former  war 
against  thoM  eneiniea.  Alas!  satdiher, 
were  the  brave  Codadad  alive,  we  shooU 
little  regard  those  princes  who  are  coming 
to  surprise  IN.  The  kinx,  nothing  dismay- 
ed, r&iaed  men  with  all  poMble  speed, 
Ibrmed  a  considerable  army,  and  being  loo 
brave  to  await  the  enemy's  coming  to  at- 
tack him  witliin  hia  walls,  marched  out 
to  meet  them.  They,  on  their  side,  being 
informed  by  their  advanced  parties,  that 
the  king  of  Harran  was  marchiiw  to  ei^ 
gage  them,  halted  in  the  plain  aodlbnaod 
their  army. 

As  Buoa  as  the  king  diaeorered  them,  ha 
also  drew  up  hia  Ibrees,  and  ranged  then 

in  order  of  battle.    The  signal  ^ ' — 

rith  exb 


torJinain' 


and  he  attacked  them 
vigour;   nor  waa  the 

Much  blood  waa  abed  c _._ 

the  victory  remained  long  dobioas :  but  at 
length  it  seemed  to  inolioeU  the  long  of 
Harran^  erteroiea,  who,  being  more  nu- 
menHis.were  upon  (be  point  of  Bunounding 
him,  wnen  a  great  body  of  herse  iMWsarM 
on  the  plain,  and  drew  near  the  two  ai- 
miea  in  good  order.  ThenghtoTtbatfraB 
pajtvdaunted  both  sides,  not  knowing  whM 
to  tnink  of  them ;  but  ibear  doobis  wen 
soon  cleared;  ibrtboaehoneaienDewupao 
the  flank  of  the  king  of  Hanan's  enemiaa 


UA 
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with  8ix?h  a  fiiri*iiM  charge,  ihtit  Ihey  »oon 
broke  and  rouied  thcni.  Nor  did  they  stop 
h^i««,  they  pureucd  them,  and  cut  moEt  of 
them  in  piVcep. 

The  kmg  ol*  Harran,  who  had  attentive- 
ly obeerven  all  that  paf*sod,  admired  the 
bravery  of  t how  horsemen ,  whose  unex- 
pected arri\-al  had  <» iven  the  victory  to  his 
aifle.  But.  ubox-e  all,  he  was  charmed  with 
their  chid',  whom  lie  had  seen  fig^hlinjr 
with  moi«  than  ordinary  valour.  He  Ionis- 
ed U)  know  the  name  ol  that  cenerous  hero. 
Impatient  to  see  and  thank  him.  he  ad- 
^iced  towards  him,  but  perceived  he  %vas 
doming  to  prevent  him.  Tlie  two  princes 
drew  near,  and  the  kin^  of  Harran  disco- 
irerin^  Codadad  in  that  brave  warrior,  who 
had  just  aminted  him,  or  nither  deieated 
hit  enemies,  became  motionlef«  with  joy 
and  surprise.  Sir,  said  Codadatl,  to  him. 
Pou  have  sufficient  cause  to  he  a-stonished 
at  the  Budden  appearance  belbre  your  ma- 
jesty of  a  man  whom  perhaps  you  conclud- 
ed to  be  dead.  I  sliould  have  been  so  hnd 
not  Heaven  preHer>'e»l  me  still  to  serve  you 
against  your  enemies.  O !  my  son,  crie<l 
the  kinff,  is  it  possible  that  you  are  restored 
to  meT  AIkk  !  I  despaireil  of  seeino:  you 
any  more.  So  saying,  he  stretched  out  his 
arms  to  the  voting  prince,  who  flew  to  such 
A  tender  embrace. 

I  know  all.  my  son,  8ai<I  the  king  again, 
after  having  long  held  him  in  his  arms.  I 
know  what  return  m^  sons  have  made  you 
for  the  Eer\'ic«  you  did  in  delivering  them 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  black ;  but  you 
shall  be  revenged  to-morrow.  I^t  us  now 
go  to  the  palace :  your  mother,  whom  you 
have  cost  so  many  tears,  exiKJCts  me.  to  le- 
ioice  with  us  tor  the  defeat  of  our  enemies. 
What  a  jojr  will  it  be  to  her  to  be  informed 
that  my  victory  is  yoiir  work !  Sir,  said 
Codadiui.  give  me  leave  to  ask  you,  how 
you  could  know  the  adventure  ot  the  cas- 
tle ?  Have  any  of  my  brothers,  repenting, 
owned  it  to  j^ou  ?  No,  answered  the  king  ; 
the  princess  of  Deryabar  has  eiven  w;  an 
account  of  every  thin?,  for  sne  is  in  my 
palace,  and  came  thither  to  demand  jus- 
tice agniiist  your  brothers.  CoJadad  was 
tians|X)rtcd  with  joy  to  understand  that  the 
princess  his  wife  was  at  the  court.    Let  u;^ 

K,  sir,  cried  he  to  his  father  in  a  rapture  -, 
us  go  see  my  mother,  who  waits  tor  u^. 
I  am  impatient  to  dry  up  her  tears,  as  well 
as  those  of  the  princess  of  Der>'abar. 

Tlic  king  immediately  rctumeil  to  the 
city  with  his  army,  which  he  dismisse<l,  and 
re-entereil  his  palace  victorious,  umidinthe 
acclamations  oi*  the  p<*ople.  wlm  followed 
him  in  crowils,  nnivinp  to  Heaven  to  pn>- 
brig  his  life,  and  extolling  Codadad  to  the 
■ki(*8.  These  two  princes  Ibund  Piroiizc 
and  her  daughter-in-l:iw  availing  for  the 
king  to  congratulate  him  -,  biit  ^vords  can- 
not express  the  transports  of  joy  they  f«^lt 
when  they  saw  the  young  prince  come  with 
him*  their embrac-es  wei-c  mingled  with 


tears  of  a  very  different  kind  from  tho« 
they  had  bclbrt;  shed  fJ)r  him.  When  llicse 
four  persons  liad  snffirientlv  vielded  to  nil 
the  emotions  that  the  ties  of  blood  and  lavt 
inspired,  they  asked  Pii-o\ize'<  son  by  what 
miracle  he  came  to  be  kiIII  alive  ? 

He  answered,  that  a  pesisant  mountet! 
on  a  mule  happoninsr  accilentally  to  mme 
into  the  lent,  where  he  lay  .««enscle*,  ami 
IKM-ceiviiig  him  alone,  and  ^tabbed  in  i^ve- 
ral  places,  had  made  liim  flist  on  his  mule 
and  carried  liim  to  his  house,  where  he 
applied  to  his  wounds  certain  herbs  cliew- 
ed,  which  reci>vercd  him  in  a  few  dii>'F. 
When  I  found  myself"  well,  added  he  I 
returned  thanks  to  the  peasimt,  and  g«\T- 
him  all  the  diamond's  I  had.  Then  I  drew 
near  to  the  city  of  Harran :  but  being  in- 
formed bvthc  way  that  roniie  neighbouring 
princes  nad  f»"athered  forces,  and  wen? 
coming  to  fall  \\\^n  the  king  s  suhjecis,  I 
made  myr^df  known  to  the  villagers,  and 
stirred  up  those  ix*ople  to  undertake  hisde- 
fetice.  1  arnie<l  a  irreat  number  of  young 
men,  and  heading  them,  hnp(iened  to  come 
in  at  that  time  when  the  two  armies  were 
enffasretl. 

Wfieii  he  hnd  done  spcakinsr.  the  king 
said,  Ix*t  us  return  thanks  to  God  fbr  ha- 
ving preserved  Corladad ;  but  ii » requisite 
that  the  traitf»rv,  who  would  have  d«troy- 
ed  him,  should  perish  this  day.  Sir,  an- 
swered the  generous  son  of  Pirouze.  though 
they  arri  wicked  and  ungmteful,  corsi&r 
they  are  your  own  flesh  and  blood:  they 
arc  my  brothers;  I  forgive  their  o.HTence. 
and  beg  you  to  pardon  them.  This  gene- 
ro-sitydi-ewteai-s  from  the  king,  who  caused 
the  people  to  he  a»e%inhled.  and  declarpH 
Onladad  his  heir.  Then  he  ordere!  the 
nrinceis,  who  were  priwmeiv,  to  be  broug'.ht 
loaded  with  lions.  Pirouztr'ss  son.stn:ckoff 
their  chaiiis.  and  embracetl  them  all  fuc- 
cessively.  with  as  much  sincerity  jf«hc  ha<l 
done  in  the  court  of  the  black  castle.  Th*» 
people  xvcre  charmed  withCodatlaifs  j'vi 
dispot^ition.  and  loadc  1  him  with  appl:tii*«. 
The  surgeon  was  next  nobly  rewanicil  in 
requital  of  the  services  he  hud  done  the 
prii»ce«j  of  DeryaUir. 

The  sultanca's  Scheherazade,  having  it- 
lated  the  'previous  ^'torie3  with  so  mirh 
addresj?.  and  in  so  agreeable  a  manner, 
that  the  i^ultan  of  the  Indies  could  rot  ibr- 
bear  bhowiji^  the  pleasure  that  n»!atK-n 
gave  him,  saul  to  that  monarch.  1  doubt 
not  but  your  ina;e«ty  is  v»»rv  w«dl  satisitied 
to  find  the  caliph  Hamun  Alraj^'hid  chan^ 
his  FiMitimenN  in  liivoiir  of  Ganein.  h» 
mother  and  KJ^ter:  anil  I  believe  v-^u  tr:\y 
be  sen^il)lv  atlrctril  with  their  niifitor:u::»-^. 
and  the  i1l  (ifalinent  they  receiveil*  I' :l 
I  am  persuaded,  if'y«>ur  majesty  woul:  he.*r 
the  story  of  the  Sleept*r  awakened,  ii  ^nni'd. 
instead  of  exciting  all  those  emori^wji  ot 
iufliffnation  ami  compassion  in  your  breast, 
on  the  contrary,  fiflbnl  you  n'mch  mirth 
and  diversion.    The  sultan,  who  promisea 
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himself  aome  new  adventures  from  the 
title  of  this  story,  woiild  have  heard  it  that 
moniin^,  but  perceiving  dav  appixMich,  de^ 
ferred  it  till  the  next;  when  Dinarznde 
called  upon  her  sister,  wiio  began  her  story 
in  these  wordiL 

The  Story  qf  the  Sleeper  awakened. 

In  tlie  rci^n  of  the  caliph  Uaroun  Aires- 
chid,  thei«  lived  at  Biigdad  a  very  rich 
merchant,  who,  having  married  a  woman 
advanced  in  yeare,  had  but  one  son,  whom 
he  named  Abon  llaiisan.  and  (Hiucatcd 
with  great  rt^traint :  when  hid  wu  wut? 
thirty  years  old,  the  moichiint  did  I.  aiu! 
Jelt  liim  his  sole  heir,  arul  tniutcr  ot'  great 
richer,  which  his  father  hun\  amu&^cd  to- 
gether by  much  frugality  and  clobu  appli- 
cation to  budincsa. 

Abun  Hasten,  wliose  views  and  inclina- 
tions vvcie  very  different  from  those  of  liis 
father,  determmed  to  make  anotlier  use  of 
his  wealth ;  tor  as  his  lather  had  never  al- 
lowed him  any  money  but  what  was  just 
iiecukwiry  ibr  subsistence,  and  he  iiad  al- 
ways envied  those  young  peivons  oi'  liis 
ai^e  who  wanted  lor  iK>thiUg,  and  wiio  de- 
barred themselves  from  none  ol' those  plea- 
sures to  which  youth  are  too  much  ad- 
dicted, he  resolved  in  his  turn  to  distinguish 
himself  by  extravagances  nroportionable 
to  his  Ibrtune.  To  this  end  lie  divided  his 
riches  into  two  parts:  with  one  half  he 
bought  houses  in  town,  and  land  in  the 
country,  with  a  promii^e  to  himself  never  to 
touch  tlie  income  of  his  estate  which  was 
cons'ulerable  enougli  to  live  upon  very  haiid- 
somel/.  but  lay  it  all  by  as  he  received 
it :  Willi  the  other  half,  which  consisted  in 
maily  money,  he  designed  to  make  himself 
amends  lor  the  time  he  liad  lost  in  the  se- 
vere restraint  in  which  his  father  had  al- 
ways kept  him. 

With  this  intent,  Abon  HaEean  formed  a 
society  in  a  few  days  with  peo))le  of  his 
age  and  conilitkm,  and  tliougnt  of  nothing 
but  how  to  make  tlicir  time  pass  agreeably. 
Every  day  he  gave  them  si>lendiil  enters 
tainnients,  at  which  the  most  delicate 
meatti  were  served  up,  and  tlie  most  ex- 
quisite wines  floweil  m  plenty,  while  con- 
certs of  the  beRt  vocal  and  instrumental 
inut^ic  by  perlbrmers  of  botli  sexes  height- 
ened their  pleasures,  and  this  young  band 
of  debauchees,  with  the  glasses  in  their 
hands^  joined  their  songs  with  the  music, 
thii»  torming  a  concert  with  the  histru- 
ments :  and  these  feasti  generally  ended 
with  Ivalls,  to  which  the  best  dancenof  Bag- 
dad of  botli  sexes  were  invited.  These 
eutertainmenlF.  renewed  every  day,  were 
».>  e.\i)eiuiive  to  Abon  Hasnn,  that  he  could 
n'>tsupi)ort  the  extravag[ance  above  ayear: 
and  the  great  sum  whicli  he  had  coiise- 
c.ratiiil  to  this  prodigality,  and  the  year, 
ended  together.  As  ajon  a«  he  lefl  w 
keeping  this  table,  his  friends  Ibnook  him ; 


whei^ver  they  saw  him  thoy  a\'oided  him. 
and  if  by  clianrc  lie  met  any  of  then),  and 
went  to  stop  them,  they  at  way's  excused 
themselves  on  Bome  pretence  or  otfier. 

Abon  Hjuk^ui  wastnuclietl  more  by  this 
stninge  bchavkiur  of  his  friendis  wlio  had 
Ibrsakcn  him  io  hastily  and  uiigrdtcfully, 
after  all  the  protcsUitionsof  friemlsliipthey 
had  made  him.  and  their  inviolable  attach- 
ment to  his  service,  than  lor  all  tlie  ntonfty 
he  luid  so  (uoik-hly  t;<iuandered  away :  he 
weiit  melancholy  aim  thoughtful,  his  luiid 
hanging  down,  and  liii?  countenance  ex- 
pretuive  of  deei)  vexat'on,  into  liis  ux)ther's 
apartment,  and  siit  down  at  the  end  of  a 
ft^Uiiata  dic^tiutce  fiom  her.  AVhat's  tlic 
matter  with  vdu,  Kun  1  said  liis  motiier, 
^eiMiig  him  in  thic: condition.  Why  are^iuu 
KoaItcr(Hl,so  dejocted,  andso  dillerciit  fiom 
yourself?  You  could  not  certainly  be  n  ore 
concerned,  if  you  had  lo»t  all  you  luul  in  tlic 
world.  I  know  you  have  hvcd  very  pro- 
fujelv,  ami  believe  all  your  money  is  8{.ent ; 
you  have  vet  a  good  estate ;  and  the  rea- 
son that  I  iii^l  not  so  very  much  oppose 
vour  irregular  way  of  living  was,  that  I 
knew  the  wise  precaution  you  had  taken 
to  pre£«rve  half  your  substance.  I  do  not, 
theretiM-e,  t^e  wliyyou  f^houM  plunge  your- 
self into  tliis  ikep  melancholy. 

At  these  words  AI'O: I  Ha^<an  melted  into 
tears;  and  in  the  midst  of  his  sigliR.  cried 
out,  Ah !  mother,  I  sec  at  la<t,  by  siul  expe- 
rience, how  insupportable ix)vei ty  is;  lam 
sensible  that  it  deprive-i  us  oi'  joy,  as  live 
Retting  of  tlie  sun  does  of  li;;ht.  Asttover- 
ty  niiikes  us  iurget  all  the  commendations 
and  fine  things  said  of  lu  beibre  our  lall,  it 
makes  us  endeavour  to  conceal  ouri»cives, 
aikl  spend  our  nights  in  tears  and  sorrow . 
In  sliort,  a  poor  man  is  looked  upoM,  iMitli 
by  friends  aiul  relations,  as  abtranger.  You 
know,  niother,  how  I  have  treated  luy 
friends  Ibrthis  year  past ;  I  have  entertain- 
ed tliem  with  all  imaginable  geiten/sity, 
till  I  have  s}tent  all  my  money,'  and  now 
thev  have  letl^me,  wlien  1  can  titiat  them 
no  lotiger.  When  I  tell  tlicm  that  I  hav«* 
no  more  means  to  coiitinue  their  mirtli,  I 
mean  the  money  I  laid  by  to  employ  in  fucIi 
purposes.  For  my  estate.  I  thank  Heaven 
ibr  having  given  me  the  gitice  to  keep  the 
cwLth  I  have  made,  not  to  enter  upon  that, 
to  spend  it  so  foolishly :  and  now  I  shall 
keep  tliat  ooth,  and  know  itow  to  make 
good  use  of  what  is  letL  Dut  fiivt  I  will 
try  how  far  my  friemls,  who  deserve  not 
tliat  I  sliould  call  them  so,  will  Ciury  their 
ingratituile.  I  will  go  to  theai  one  after 
another,  and  when  I  have  represented  to 
them  what  I  have  done  for  their  sakoa:,  1 
will  ask  them  among  them  to  make  me  up 
a  sum  of  moiiC/,  to  relio\'e  me  out  of  the 
miserable  condition  I  have  reduced  mmMf. 
to  (>lea8e  them :  but  as  1  h;ive  alreaily^id, 
I  will  not  take  tliese  steps,  but  to  try  it  I  can 
find  any  sentiment  of  grititude  remtiining 
in  them. 
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I  do  not  i)retend,  ion,  «ud  Abon  Hanan^ 
mother,  to  dinuade  you  from  cxeeutin<^ 
yom  Atmgn ;  Imt  1  can  tell  you  befbrehana, 
tliat  you  nave  no  eround  for  hope.  Be- 
lieve me,  you  will  nnd  no  relief  but  from 
the  estate  you  have  reserved.  I  see  you 
do  not,  but  will  soon  know  those  people, 
idiieh  amonff  nereons  of*  your  sort  are  ge- 
nerally called  friends,  ana  I  wish  to  Hea- 
ven you  may  know  it  in  the  manner  I  de- 
sire that  w  to  say,  for  your  own  good. 
Mother,  replied  Abon  Hassan,  I  am  pcr- 
fuac  ed  of^  the  truth  of  what  you  say,  but 
shall  be  more  certain  of  a  fact  which  con- 
cerns me  so  nearly^  when  I  shall  inform 
mj[self  better  of  their  baseness  and  int^en- 
sibility.  Abon  Hassan  went  immediately 
to  his  friends,  whom  he  found  at  home ;  re- 
presenting to  them  the  great  need  he  was 
m,  and  begged  of  them  to  draw  their  purse- 
strings  to  assist  him.  He  promised  to  give 
every  one  bonds  to  pay  them  the  money 
they  lent  him,  as  soon  as  his  affkirs  were 
made  up ;  givinjg  them  to  understand  at 
the  same  lime,  that  it  was,  in  a  great  mea- 
sure, upon  their  accounts  that  lie  was  so 
distrcsaed,  that  he  might  the  more  power- 
fully excite  their  generosity ;  and  fbr^t 
not  to  allure  them  with  the  hopes  of  being 
once  aeain  entertained  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  before. 

Not  one  of  his  bottle  compank>ns  was 
affected  with  the  arguments  which  the 
afflicted  Abon  Hassan  made  use  of  to  per- 
suade them ;  and  he  had  the  mortification 
to  find,  that  many  of  them  told  him  plain- 
ly they  did  not  know  him. 

He  returned  home  again  full  of  grief  and 
indignation;  and  going  into  his  mother's 
apartment,  said,  Ah!  madam,  you  were 
nght:  instead  of  friends,  I  have  found 
none  out  perfidk)us  ungrateful  wretches, 
who  deserve  not  my  friendship,  which  I  re- 
nounce, and  promise  you  I  will  never  see 
them  n[K>re.  He  resolved  to  be  as  good  as 
his  word^  and  took  every  precaution  to 
avoid  failipg  into  the  same  inconvenience ; 
taking  an  oath  never  to  give  an  inhabitant 
of  Bagdad  any  entertainment  again  while 
he  lived.  He  drew  the  strong  box  in  which 
he  had  put  the  rents  he  had  received  from 
his  estate  from  the  place  where  he  had 
placed  it  in  reserve,  and  put  it  in  the  room 
of  that  he  had  emptied,  and  resolved  to 
take  out  every  day  no  more  than  was  suffi- 
cient to  defray  the  expense  of  a  single  per- 
son to  sup  with  him,  who,  according  to  the 
oath  he  had  taken^  was  not  to  be  any  man 
of  Bagdad,  but  a  stranger  that  came  into 
Bagdad  the  same  day,  and  mui<t  take  his 
leave  of  him  the  next  morning  afler  one 
night's  meal. 

Acconling  to  this  project,  Abon  Haswin 
\ook  care  every  morning  to  provide  what- 
ever was  neces«iry  for  this  treat,  and  to- 
wards the  close  of  the  evening  went  and 
sat  at  the  end  of  Bagdad  bridge ;  and  as 
lOOD  as  he  saw  a  stranger,  ot  whatever 


rank  or  condition  he  was,  he  aeeottad  Yam 
civilly,  and  invited  him  to  sop  aiid  kMl|ps 
with  him  that  night ;  and  after  havinr  m- 
tormed  him  of  the  la\^  he  had  imposeu  up- 
on himself,  took  him  home  with  him.  The 
lepOKt  with  which  Abon  Haman  regaled 
his  guests  was  not  costly,  but  alwa>'8  suffi- 
cient, with  plenty  of  good  wine,  and  gene- 
rally lasted  till  the  night  was  pretty  well 
advanced ;  when,  instead  oC  enterttunin^ 
his  guest  with  the  affiiirs  of  state,  his  fami- 
ly, or  business,  as  is  too  freq[uent,  he  afiertr 
ed  to  talk  only  of  indiflerent  agreeable  sub- 
jects. He  was  naturally  of  so  g:3Ly  and  so 
pleasant  a  temper,  that  he  could  give  the 
most  agreeable  turns  to  conversation  oa 
every  subject,  and  make  the  most  melao* 
choly  persons  merry.  When  he  sent  awaj 
his  guests  the  next  morning,  be  always 
said,  Go<i  preserve  you  from  all  sorrow 
wherever  you  go ;  when  I  invited  you  yes- 
terday to  come  and  sup  with  me,  1  inform- 
ed vou  of  the  law  I  have  imposed  on  my- 
self; therefore  do  not  take  it  ill  if  I  tell  you, 
that  we  must  never  see  one  another  again, 
nor  drink  together,  either  at  home  or  aay 
other  house,  for  reasons  best  known  to  my- 
self: so  God  conduct  you. 

Abon  Hassan  was  very  exact  in  the  ob- 
servation of  this  oath,  and  never  looked 
upon  or  spoke  to  the  strangers  he  had  once 
entertained ;  wherever  he  met  them  in  the 
streets,  the  squares,  or  any  public  assem- 
blies, he  affected  not  to  sec  them,  and  turn- 
ed away  to  avoid  them,  that  they  might 
not  speak  to  him,  or  he  have  any  commu- 
nication with  them.  He  had  acted  for  a 
long  time  atler  this  manner,  when,  ooo 
aflemoon,  a  little  before  sun-set,  as  he  Mt 
upon  the  bridge  according  to  custom  the 
caliph  fiaroun  Alraschid  came  by,  but  so 
disguised  that  it  was  impossible  to  know 
him ;  for  that  monarch,  though  his  rhiet 
ministers  and  officere  of  justk*e  aoiuitted 
themselves  of  their  duty  ver>*  puiKtually. 
would  nevertheless  inform  himself  of  every 
thing,  and  for  that  purpose  otlen  disguised 
himself  in  different  wavs,  and  walked 
through  the  city  and  suburbs  of  Bagtiad 
sometimes  one  way  and  sometimes  another. 
That  day,  being  the  first  of  the  month,  be 
was  dressed  like  a  merchant  of  MoubqL 
who  had  but  just  embarked,  and  was  £>l- 
lowed  by  a  tall  stout  black  stave. 

As  the  caliph  had  in  his  disguise  a  grave 
and  respertful  air,  Abon  Haspan,  whs 
thon«:ht  him  to  be  a  Moussol  merchaiu, 
rofze  up,  and,  affcr  having  saluted  htm  with 
a  gracrful  air,  and  kissed  his  haml,  said  id 
him»  Sir,  f  congratulate  you  on  your  happy 
arrival ;  I  beg  you  to  do  me  the  honour  lo 
go  and  sup  with  me,  and  repose  yourself 
at  my  house  this  night,  affer  the  fati^ 
of  ^'dur  voyage :  and  to  oblige  him  not  to 
refuse  him  that  favour,  he  told  him  his 
custom  of  entertaining  the  first  stranfar 
he  met  with.  The  oaEK)h  found  sonK^hinc 
so  odd  and  singular  in  Aboo  Hiusnn% 
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tme,  that  he  was  vary  denroui  to  know 
the  bottom  of  it ;  and  without  quitting  the 
ehajracter  of  a  merchant,  told  mni,  that  he 
could  not  better  answer  that  C^reat  civility, 
which  he  did  not  expect  at  his  arrival  at 
BugdwA,  than  br  accepting  the  obliging 
ofier  that  he  maae  him ;  that  he  had  only 
to  lead  the  way,  and  he  was  ready  to  follow 
him. 

Abon  HasKin,  who  knew  not  that  the 
guest  whkh  chance  presented  to  him  was 
so  very  much  above  hini,  treated  the  caliph 
as  his  equal,  carried  him  home,  and  led 
him  into  a  room  very  neatlj^  iurnished, 
where  he  set  him  on  a  sola,  in  the  most 
honourable  place.  Supper  was  ready,  and 
the  cloth  laia.  Abon  Hassan's  mother,  who 
took  upon  herself  the  care  of  the  kitchen, 
tent  up  three  dishes ;  the  first  was  a  capon 
and  four  larce  pullets,  which  was  set  in  the 
middle ;  ana  the  second  and  third,  placed 
on  each  side,  were  a  fat  roasted  goo^  and 
broiled  pigeons.  This  was  all ;  t)ot  thev 
were  goodof  the  kind,  and  well-flavoured, 
with  proper  sauces. 

Abon  Hassan  sat  down  over-against  his 
ffuest,  and  he  and  the  caliph  began  to  eat 
heartily  of  what  they  liked  best,  without 
4)eakin^  or  drinking,  according  to  the  cus- 
tom of  the  country.  When  they  hod  done 
eating,  the  calipih's  slave  brought  them 
water  to  wash  their  hands:  and  in  the 
mean  time  Abon  Hassan's  mother  cleared 
the  table,  and  brought  up  a  dessert  of  all 
the  various  sorts  ot  fruits  then  in  season ; 
as  grapes,  peaches,  aoplcs,  pears,  and  va- 
rious pastes  of  dried  almonds,  dbc.  As  soon 
as  it  grew  dork,  wax  candies  were  lighted, 
and  Abon  Hassan,  afler  charging  lus  mo- 
ther to  take  core  of  the  caliph's  slave,  set 
OD  bottles  and  glasses. 

Then  Abon  linssan  sitting  down  with 
the  pretended  Moussol  merchant  again, 
filled  out  a  glass  of  wine,  bclbre  he  touched 
the  fruit ;  and  holding  it  out  in  his  hand, 
•aid  to  the  caliph,  still  taking  him  (or  a 
merchant  of  Moussol,  You  know,  sir,  that 
the  cock  never  drinks  before  he  calls  to  his 
hens  to  come  and  drink  with  him ;  I  invite 
you  to  fblbw  my  example.  I  do  not  know 
what  you  may  think  *,  out,  for  my  part,  I 
cannot  reckon  him  a  wise  man  who  does 
not  love  wine.  Let  us  leave  those  sort  of 
people  to  their  dull  melancholy  humours, 
ana  seek  for  mirth,  whksh  is  only  to  be 
fiHuid  in  a  brimmer. 

While  Abon  Hassan  was  drinking,  the 
ealiph  taking  the  glass  that  was  set  for 
him,  said,  Ycni  are  on  lionest  fellow ;  I  like 
your  pleoffuit  temper,  and  expect  you  will 
fill  mc  as  much.  Abon  Hassan,  as  soon 
as  he  had  drank,  filled  the  caliph's  glass^ 
and  giving  it  to  him.  Taste  this  wine,  sir, 
said  he ;  I  will  warrant  it  good.  I  am  very 
well  |)ersuaded  of  that,  replied  the  caliph, 
laughing ;  you  know  how  to  choose  the 
best    O,  replied  Abon  Hassan,  (while  the 


only  look  in  your  fhee  to  see  you  hare 
the  world,  and  know  what  good  living  k. 
If,  added  he  in  Arabic  verse,  my  hoose 
could  think  and  express  its  jov,  how  happy 
would  it  be  to  possessyou,  and,  bowing  bi^ 
fore  you,  would  cry.  How  overjoyed  am  I 
to  see  myself  honoured  with  the  company 
of  so  well-behaved  and  so  polite  a  pemn- 
age,  and  for  meeting  with  a  man  of  your 
merit. 


caliph  was  taking  off  his  gkm,)  one  need 
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promoting  drinking,  oflen  asking  for  wine» 
thinking  that  when  it  began  to  work,-  ha 
might,  oy  his  conversation,  satisfy  his  curi* 
osity.  In  order,  therefore^  to  enter  into 
conversatkxi,  he  asked  him  his  name, 
his  business,  and  how  he  spent  his  life.  My 
name,  sir,  replied  he,  is  Abon  Hasnm.  I 
Umt  my  father,  who  was  a  merchant  of 
Bagdad  and  though  he  was  not  the  richest, 
yet  ne  lived  very  comfortably.  When  he 
diell,  he  lefl  me  money  enough  for  my  sta* 
tion  to  live  free  from  ambition ;  but  as  he 
always  kept  a  very  strict  hand  over  me  in 
his  lifetime.  I  was  willing,  when  he  waa 

Kne,  to  make  up  the  time  I  thought  I  had 
L  Notwithstanding  this,  continued  Aboa 
Hassan,  I  was  more  prudent  than  most 
young  people  are,  who  give  themselves  up 
to  debauchery,  without  any  thought,  and 
pursue  it  till  they  reduce  themselves  to  the 
utmost  poverty,  and  are  forced  to  do  pen* 
ance  all  the  jest  of  their  lives  afVer.  To 
avoid  this  misfortune,  I  divided  what  I  had 
left  me  into  two  parts,  land  and  ready  mo- 
ney. I  destined  the  ready  money  to  supply 
the  expenses  of  my  acquaintance.  I  medi- 
tated, smd  took  a  fixed  resolution  not  to 
touch  mv  rents.  I  associated  with  young 
people  of  my  own  age,  and  with  my  ready 
money,  which  I  spent  profusely,  treated 
them  splendidly  every  day ;  ana  in  short, 
roared  for  no  sort  of  pleasure.  But  all  this 
cud  not  last  \ong ;  for  by  the  time  the  year 
was  out,  I  had  got  to  the  bottom  of  my  oox, 
and  then  all  my  table  friends  vanished.  I 
made  a  visit  to  every  one  of  them  succes- 
sively, and  represented  to  tliem  the  misera- 
ble condition  1  was  in,  but  none  of  them 
made  an  offer  to  relieve  me.  Upon  this,  I 
renounced  their  friendship,  and  retrenched 
so  far  as  to  live  within  the  compass  of  my 
income,  and  bound  myself  to  keep  compa- 
ny with  none  but  the  first  stranger  I  ooukl 
meet  with  coming  that  day  into  Bagdad, 
and  to  entertain  him  but  one  day  and  one 
niffht  I  have  told  you  the  rest  before ;  and 
I  thank  my  good  fortune  this  day  for  nieet- 
ingwith  a  stranger  ot*  so  much  worth. 

The  caliph  was  very  well  satisfied  with 
this  infbrmatk>n.  and  said  to  Ahon  Hassan, 
I  cannot  enough  commend  the  mefbsurei 
you  have  taken,  and  the  prudence  with 
which  you  have  acted,  by  forsaking  yourde- 
baucbery,— a  oonduet  rarely  to  be  met  with 
in  jwangpenniii;  and  I  esteem  you  tha 
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more  for  being  bo  fefthful  to  yourself.  It 
wat  a  slippery  path  vou  trod  in,  and  I  can«- 
DOt  enough  aidinire,  how,  ai)er  having  seen 
the  end  w  your  ready  money,  you  had  so 
great  command  overyourselt'as  not  to  enter 
upon  your  rents,  or  even  your  estate.  In 
wortfl  must  own,  I  envy  you  ^our  happiness. 
You  are  the  happiest  man  in  the  world,  to 
enjoy  every  day  the  company  of  some  one 
honest  man,  with  whom  you  can  dii?course 
freely  and  agreeably,  and  to  whom  >'ou 
ffivc  an  opportunity  to  declare,  wherever 
ne  goes,  how  handsomely  he  was  receive<i 
by  you.  But,  we  talk  too  long  without 
drinking:  come,  drink,  and  pour  out  a  glass 
Ibrme. 

In  this  manner  the  caliph  and  Abon  Has- 
ffuiconverKed  together,  drinking  and  talk- 
ing  of  indifferent  pleasant  subjects,  till  the 
tnsht  was  ])retty  lar  advanced ;  when  the 
oaliph  pretending  to  be  iatigued  ai)er  his 
KHuiiey,  told  his  host  he  stood  in  need  ol'  a 
little  rest  But,  added  he,  as  I  would  iiot 
deprive  you  ol'youre  on  my  account,  before 
we  part,  (because  to-morrow  1  may  be  gone 
before  you  are  stirring,)  I  should  be  ^Ind  to 
■how  you  how  sensible  I  am  ofyour  civility, 
and  the  good  cheer  and  hospitality  vou 
have  shown  me.  The  only  thiiiff  that 
troubles  me  is,  that  I  know  not  whicli  way 
to  make  you  an/  acknowledgement  I 
beg  of  you,  therefore,  to  let  me  understaml 
how  I  may  do  it,  and  you  shall  see  I  will 
not  be  ungrateful ;  for  it  is  impossible  but 
a  man  like  you  must  have  some  business, 
some  want,  or  wish  for  eometliing  agreea- 
ble to  you.  Speak  I'reelv,  and  open  your 
mind ;  tor  though  I  am  out  a  merchant,  it 
may  be  in  my  ix>wer  to  oblige  you  myself, 
urhyeome  Iriend. 

To  these  oders  of  the  caliph,  Abon  Has- 
san, taking  hirn  still  for  a  Moua^l  mer> 
chauit,  replied,  I  am  very  well  persuaded, 
my  good  sir,  that  it  is  not  out  of  compli- 
ment that  you  make  me  Uiese  generous 
tenders ;  but  upon  the  word  of  an  lioiiest 
man,  I  a&mre  you,  I  liave  nothing  that 
troubles  me,  no  businceu,  nor  desires,  and 
I  ask  nothing  of  any  body.  I  have  not  the 
least  ambition,  as  I  told  you  belbrc ;  and 
am  sntistied  with  my  conditk)n :  tlierelbre, 
I  can  only  thank  you  for  vour  obliging 
proffers,  and  the  honour  you  have  done  me 
to  come  and  take  a  slight  reptist  witli  me. 
Yet  1  must  tell  you.  pursued  Abon  Has«an 
there  is  one  thing  gives  me  uiu^iKint^ss, 
without,  liowovcr,  disturbing  my  rest.  You 
must  know  Uk'!  town  of  Bagdad  is  divided 
into  quarters,  in  each  of  wliirh  thorn  is  a 
mosque,  witli  an  iinan  to  i>erfonu  pniyers 
at  certain  hours,  at  the  head  of  tlie  quar- 
ter which  assembles  tiiere.  The  iman  of 
tiie  division  I  live  in  is  a  grave  old  man.  of 
an  austere  <u>uiitenaiice,  and  the  greatest 
hypocrite  in  the  world.  Four  old  men  of 
this  neighbourhood,  wlio  are  people  of  the 
Hune  stamp,  meet  regularly  every  day  at 
thii  iman's  liouse.    There  they  vent  their 


slander,  calumny,  and  malice  6i£ainBt 
and  tlie  ivhoie  quarter,  to  the  oKturfaanoe 
of  the  peace  of  a  neighbourhood,  and  the 
promotion  of  d iasention.  Some  they  thmt- 
en,  others  they  frighten;*  and.  id  ihort, 
would  be  lords  paramount,  and  naveeveCT 
one  govern  himself  according  to  their  ca* 
price,  tliough  they  know  not  how  to  go* 
verii  thcIn^'elve.s.  Iiidee<l,  I  am  ponry  to 
see  that  they  meddle  with  any  thine  but 
tlieir  koran,  and  do  not  let  the  wcria  Ihre 
quietlv.  . 

Well,  I  suppose,  said  the  caliph,  yoo  wiib 
to  have  a  vio\)  put  to  this  disoriier  ?  You 
have  guessed  right,  answered  Abon  Hat* 
san:  and  the  (»nly  tiling  I  should  pray  for 
would  be  to  be  caliph  but  lor  one  day,  in 
the  stead  of  our  sovereign  lord  and  mhfter 
Haroun  Alntschid,  the  commander  of  the 
tkithful.  What  would  ^-ou  do  if  yon  was  7 
said  the  caliph.  I  would  make  examplei 
of  tliem,  answered  Abon  Hassan,  to  the 
satisfaction  of  all  honest  men.  1  would 
punisii  the  four  old  men  with  each  a  hun- 
dred biidtiuadoes  on  the  soles  of  their  ftH. 
and  the  iman  with  four  hundred,  to  leach 
them  not  to  disturb  and  abuse  their  neigh* 
hours  any  more. 

Tlie  caliph  was  extremely  well  oleaaed 
with  this  thought  of  Abon  Haieao^;  and 
as  he  loved  adventures,  he  longed  to  make 
this  a  very  singular  one.  Indeed,  said  he, 
I  appro\-e  very  much  of  your  win,  which 
I  see  i)roceeds  from  an  upright  heart,  that 
cannot  bear  to  see  the  malice  of  wicked 
))eople  go  unpunished ;  I  could  like  to  see 
It  tsike  effect,  and  it  is  not  so  impossible  a 
thing  as  you  may  imagine.  I  am  perEUad- 
ed  that  the  caliph  would  willingly  put  hii 
authority  for  twenty-ibur  houis  into  your 
hands,  if  he  knew  your  good  intentnns, 
and  the  good  use  you  would  make  of  it 
Though  a  tureign  merchant,  I  have  credit 
enough  to  contribute  in  some  d^ree  to 
the  execution  of  tliis  plan.  I  see.  aid 
Abon  Hassan,  you  hiugh  at  mv  fbobsh 
tancy,  and  tlie  caliph  himself  would  hiafh 
at  my  extravagance  too.  if  he  knew  it;  yrt 
it  would  be  a  means  of  intbrroing  him  tt 
the  behavk)ur  of  the  iman  and  his  com- 
panions, and  induce  him  to  chastise  them. 

Heaven  forbid,  replietl  the  caliph,  that  I. 
who  have  been  so  handsomely  entertained 
by  you,  should  laugh  at  you ;  neither  do  I 
believe,  as  much  a  stranger  as  I  am  to  yoo, 
tliat  the  caliph  would  be  displeased :  but 
let  us  leave  oif  talking;  it  is  almost  mid- 
night, and  time  to  £0  to  bed.  With  all  dt 
heart,  said  Abon  Hassan,  I  would  not  be 
any  hinderance  to  your  going  to  reK;  but 
there  is  still  some  wine  in  the  bottle,  s^d  if 
you  please  we  will  drink  it  off  firrt,  and 
then  retire.  The  only  thing  that  I  have  to 
recommend  to  you  is,  that  when  ypu  f!0 
out  in  the  morning,  if  I  am  not  up.  you  will 
not  leave  the  door  open,  but  give  ixxxnelf 
the  trouble  of  shutting  it  after  you.  Tbif 
the  caliph  promised  to  do ;  and  while  Abac 
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Hfuvnn  was  talltifiir,  tnok  the  bottle  and 
two  ghissrs,  and  fillrd  hw  owii  first.  Riving, 
Here  w  a  cup  of  tlumkn  tt»  yoti.  a!ul  then 
filhnj  the  other,  put  into  it  nit'lilly  a  little 
powner,  which  lie  hnd  ab^nit  him.  and  giv- 
ing it  to  Ahon  Hii<«in,  Niid,  You  have  ta- 
ken the  pains  to  fill  Ibr  nie  all  thi.^  nisrht, 
and  it  is  the  leitst  I  ean  do  to  savt?  yoti  the 
trouble  once:  I  \n*i!  you  to  take  this  ghujs ; 
drink  it  off  for  my  wike. 

Abon  Hasr^ui  look  the  srlass,  and  tofhow 
his  ^lest  with  how  nnicli  pleax^ure  he  re- 
ceiveti  the  honour  he  did  hini,  whi]»t  it  off 
at  once,  but  had  scarcely  set  the  glass  upon 
the  table,  but  the  powder  bexjaii  to  w(»rk, 
and  he  fell  into  t^o  sound  a  sleep,  that  liis 
head  knocked  niraiit^t  hi?  knees  so  sudden- 
ly, that  the  calipli  could  not  help  lautrhing. 
The  caliph  orflere4l  the  slave  he  had 
brought  along  with  him,  and  who  came 
again  into  the  room  as  roon  a^  he  hatl  mp- 

8ed,  and  had  l»een  there  to  receive  Iur  or- 
ers,  to  t'tke  him  \i\you  his  back,  and  Ibllow 
him ;  but  to  be  pure  to  observe  the  house, 
that  he  might  know  it  again  when  he  was 
ordered  to  brin^  him  biick:  and  in  thi:) 
manner  the  cahph,  followed  by  the  slave 
with  Abon  Hnanaii  upon  his  back,  went  out 
ol'  the  house,  but  without  shutting  the 
door  atler  him  as  Abon  HaRsaii  desirea  him, 
and  went  directly  to  his  palace,  and  by  a 
jwnvate  door  into  his  own  apartment,  where 
all  the  officers  of  his  chamber  were  wait- 
ing for  him,  whom  he  onlere<l  to  umlresii 
Abon  Hassan  and  put  him  in  his  l>ed,  which 
thev  imnjediately  performe*!. 

Then  the  caliph  sent  for  all  the  officers 
and  ladies  of  the  palace,  and  said  to  tliem, 
I  would  hav«»  all  those,  whose  but^ine.-w  it 
is  to  attend  my  levee,  wait  to-morrow  morn- 
ing upon  this  man,  who  lies  in  my  bed,  and 
pay  the  same  re«i>e<t  to  liim  an  to  my-^elf, 
and  obev  him  in  whatever  he  conmiands  ; 
let  him  be  n»fu»e<l  noihin«r  tliat  he  asks  for, 
and  hi'  spoken  to  and  answered  in  every 
thing  he  says  or  docAj  as  if  he  was  the  eoni- 
mander  of  the  faithtul.  In  shoit.  I  expect 
that  you  look  upon  him  as  the  true  caliph 
and  commander  of  the  faithful,  without  re- 
garding me ;  and  abovi»  all  thin^,  mifftake 
riot  in  tlie  lejist  circumstance. 

The  officers  and  ladi*^,  who  presently 
understooil  that  the  cnlinh  had  a  mind  to 
divert  him.*!elf,  a ns weird  him  by  low  bows, 
and  then  withdrew,  every  one  preimringto 
contribute  to  the  best  of  their  power  to  |)or- 
ibrm  their  respective  jmrtH  adroitly. 

The  caliiih  returning  to  his  palace,  pent 
for  the  irrand  vizier:  Giatar,  said  he.  I  have 
i«ent  for  you  xo  instnict  you,  jmd  to  pnjvent 
vour  b<*ing:  surprised  to-morrow  wlien  you 
come  to  andienci*,  to  see  this  man  that  is 
lai<l  here  in  my  Iwd,  seated  on  my  throne 
in  my  roy:d  n>bes:  accort  him  with  the 
same  n'veit?nce  and  respect  vou  i>ay  to 
mvself;  observe  and  pimctually  execute 
whatever  he  bid.-?  vou  do,  the  same  as  if  I 


commanded  you.  He  will  excrcM  great 
libt*nility,  and  commission  vou  with  the 
distribution  of  it.  l.)o  all  he  hids \^ou,  ex'en 
if  hiii  lilH»rality  sjionld  extend  solar  as  to 
empty  all  the'  c«)Hers  in  my  treasury;  and 
remember  to  acrpiaint  ail  my  emirs,  and 
all  the  olfircrs  without  the  palace,  to  pay 
him  the  mme  honour  at  audience  as  to 
myself,  and  ro  carry  on  the  matter  so  well, 
that  he  may  not  |»erceive  the  lejist  thing 
that  may  interrupt  this  diversion  which  i 
desiirn  mvself. 

After  tlie  prand  vizier  retiretl,  the  caliph 
went  to  beef  in  aiuHher  afMirtment,  and 
srave  Mesrour,  the  chief  of  his  eunuchs, 
the  orders  which  he  was  to  execute,  that 
every  tiling  nn'ght  Kuc^.«?ed  as  he  intended, 
to  gnitily  tne  wish  of  Ahon  Htuvan  :  that 
he  might  s*^  how  Abon  Hassan  would  use 
the  power  and  authority  of  the  calinh  for 
the  short  time  he  desired  to  have  it.  Al»ove 
all.  he  cliarsred  him  not  tail  to  awake  hitn 
at  the  usual  hour,  belbn*  he  awakened 
Abon  Hikwan,  because  he  htul  a  mind  to 
be  present  when  he  arose. 

Mesrour  failed  not  to  do  as  the  caliph 
had  commanded,  and  as  soon  as  the  caliph 
went  into  the  room  where  Abon  Hasoii 
lay,  he  place<l  himself  in  a  little  raised 
cloRCt.  from  whence  he  could  see  all  that 
ptissed.  All  the  officers  and  ladies,  who 
were  to  attend  Abon  Hasi?an's  levee,  went 
in  at  the  same  time,  and  took  their  posts 
accordin«:  to  their  rank,  with  grcsU  siiene*, 
and  ready  to  acquit  thenu«elves  of  their  re- 
spective duties*,  as  if  it  was  tJie  caliph  who 
was  gi>ing  to  rise. 

As  it  was  just  daybreak,  and  time  to  rise 
to  morning  prayer  before  sim-rise,  the  offi- 
cer that  sto<xl  nearest  the  he;id  of  the  tied 
put  a  sponge  su»eped  in  vinegar  to  Abon 
Hassan's  iKR^e.  who  presently  turning  his 
head  about,  without  opi»ning  his  eyes,  with 
a  little  eflf>rt  dischanjed  a  kind  (»f  phlegm, 
which  was"  received  m  a  little  fii>lden  basin 
before  it  fell  on  the  carpet.  This  was  the 
usual  effect  of  the  caliphTi  i»owder,th<?  sleep 
lasting  longer  or  shorter,  in  proix)rtk)n  to 
the  dose.  When  Abon  Haman  laid  down 
liis  hea<l  on  the  bolster,  he  0|>ened  his  e\"eB ; 
and  by  the  small  daylight  that  appeared, 
he  foimd  himself  in  a  large  handsome  room, 
ma^ificentlv  furnished,  the  ceiling  of 
which  wib<  finely  imintetl  in  the  Arabesque 
pjnttern.  adorned  with  vjises  ol*  gold  and 
silver.  an<l  the  fV>ir  covered  with  a  rich 
silk  taiHvtry,  antl  surroun«ied  fiy  a  great 
many  younir  ami  handsome  ladies,  manv  of 
them  having  instruments  of  music  in  their 
hands,  and  black  eunuchs  richly  clothed, 
all  standing  with  ernvit  modesty  and  re- 
spect. After  castinj;  his  eyes  on'the  cover- 
ing of  the  bt^l.  he  ]M?rreived  it  tN'as  cloth  of 
goM,  richly  «'mbivsed  with  pt-arls  and  dia- 
monds, and  by  the  lied  lay,  on  a  cushion, 
a  liabit  of  the'  same  stuffs' and  trimmings, 
with  a  caliph's  turlKin. 
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At  the  night  of  these  glittering  objects 
Abon  Haasaii  was  in  most  incxprcwible 
oooiusion  and  amazement,  and  looked  up- 
on all  he  saw  as  a  dream ;  yet  such  a  dream 
as  he  wialifld  it  not  to  be.  So,  said  he  to 
himseir,  I  am  caliph ;  but,  added  he,  re- 
collecting himself,  it  is  only  a  dream,  the 
efiect  of  the  wish  I  entertained  my  guest 
with  last  night ;  and  tlien  he  turned  turn- 
self  alxnit,  cmd  shut  his  eyes  to  sleep  again. 
At  the  same  time  the  eunuch  said,  very 
respectfully,  Ck)mmander  of  the  faithful,  it 
it  time  for  your  majesty  to  rise  to  prayers ; 
the  rooming  begins  to  advance. 

These  words  very  much  surprised  Abon 
Hassan.  Ami  awake,  or  do  I  sleep  ?  said 
he  to  himself:  Ah,  certainly  I  am  asleep ! 
continued  he,  keeping  his  eyes  shut ;  there 
is  no  reason  to  doubt  of  it. 

Immediately  the  eunuch,  who  saw  he 
£[ave  liim  no  answer,  and  had  no  inclina- 
tion to  get  up,  said  again.  Your  mcgesty 
must  permit  me  to  repeat  once  more  that 
it  is  time  to  rise  to  morning  nrayer,  unless 
you  choo%  to  let  it  pass ;  the  sun  is  just 
rising,  and  you  never  neglect  this  duty.  I 
am  mistaken,  said  Abon  naaaan  presently: 
I  am  not  asleep,  but  awake ;  for  those  that 
sleep  do  not  hear,  and  I  hear  somebody 
speak  to  me :  then  opening  his  eyes  again, 
lie  saw  plainly  by  broad  daylight,  what  he 
had  seen  but  imlistinctly  before ;  and  start- 
ed up,  with  a  smiling  countenance,  like  a 
man  oveijoyed  at  a  sudden  promotion. 
The  caliph,  who  saw  him,  penetrated  liis 
tlioughts  with  great  delight. 

Then  the  youns^  ladies  of  the  palace 
prostrated  themselves  with  their  faces  to 
the  ground  before  Abon  Hassan,  and  tliose 
who  had  the  instruments  of  music  in  their 
hands  wished  him  a  good  morrow,  by  a 
concert  of  soft  flutes,  hautboys,  theorboes, 
and  other  harmonious  instruments,  with 
whk^h  he  was  enchanted,  and  in  such  an 
ecstacy,  tiiat  he  knew  not  where  he  was, 
nor  whether  he  was  himself;  but  reverting 
to  his  first  idea,  he  still  doubted  whether 
what  he  saw  and  heard  was  a  dream  or 
reality.  He  clapt  his  hands  before  his  eyes^ 
cmd  lowering  his  head,  said  to  himselL 
What  means  all  this  ?  Where  am  I  ?  and 
to  whom  does  this  palace  belong  ?  What 
can  tliese  eunuchs,  handsome  well-<lreflsed 
officers,  beautiful  ladies,  and  musk^ians, 
mean  ?  How  is  it  possible  lor  me  not  to 
distinguish  whether  I  am  in  my  right 
senses,  or  in  a  dream  ? 

When  he  took  his  hands  from  his  eyes, 
opened  them,  and  lifted  up  his  head,  the 
sun  shone  full  in  at  the  chamber  win- 
dow: and  at  that  inrtant,  Mesrour,  tlie 
chief  of  the  cunuctis.  came  in,  prostrated 
jiimsclf  before  Abon  HiiMSiin,  and  said,Com- 
mander  of  the  faithful,  your  majesty  will 
excuse  me  lor  n'presenting  to  vou,  that 
yon  uf?cd  not  to  nw  ho  late,  ana  that  the 
timr  i»f  prn  ycr  •«  over.  If  vour  majesty  has 
not  had  a  f»nd  night,  and  has  been  indis- 


posed, it  is  time  to  ascend  vour  throne  and 
hold  council  as  usual ;  all  your  generahi 
governors,  and  other  great  officer*  ofttate, 
wait  your  presence  in  the  councii-hall. 

At  this  discourse  of  M(wrour,  Abon  Hat- 
san  was  verily  persuaded  that  he  wat  nei- 
ther asleep  norm  a  dream ;  but  at  the  tame 
time  was  not  lees  embarrassed  and  ooofu*- 
ed  under  this  uncertainty  what  slept  to 
take :  at  last^  looking  carnettly  at  Metrour, 
he  said  to  him  in  a  8erk>u8  tone,  Who  it  it 
you  speak  to,  and  call  the  commander  ol 
the  faitliful  ?  I  do  not  know  you,  and  joa 
must  mistake  me  for  somebody  elae. 

Any  person  but  Mesrour  would  have  been 
dashed  at  these  questk)ns  of  Abon  Hattan^ 
but  be  had  been  so  well  instructed  by  the 
caliph,  that  he  nlayed  his  part  to  a  wooder. 
My  worthy  lord  and  master,  said  he.  your 
majesty  only  speaks  thus  to  try  me :  it  not 
>rour  majestv  the  commander  of  the  faith- 
ful, monarch  of  the  world  from  Kait  to 
West,  and  vicar  on  eartli*  to  the  profdiet 
sent  of  God  ?  Mesrour,  your  poor  slave,  hat 
not  forgotten  you,  afler  so  many  yean  that 
he  has  had  the  honour  and  h^>pines  to 
serve  and  pajf  his  respects  to  yoor  majeity. 
He  would  think  himself  the  most  unluippj 
of  men  if  he  has  incurred  vour  diq^eetorcL 
and  begs  of  vou  most  humoly  to  remove  hit 
fears ;  out  nad  rather  suppote  that  you 
have  been  disturbed  by  tome  tioohletomi 
dream  to-night. 

Abon  Hassan  burst  out  a  Iaii^:hing  at 
these  words  ol'  Mesrour's,  and  tell  Iwck- 
wards  upon  the  bolster,  which  pleased  the 
caliph  so  much  tlmt  he  would  nave  laugh- 
ed as  loud  himself,  if  he  had  not  been  afraid 
of  putting  a  stop  too  soon  to  the  pleasant 
scene  he  promised  himself. 

Abon  Hassan,  when  he  had  tired  hiio- 
self  with  laughing,  sat  up  again, and  speak- 
ing to  a  little  eunuch  ttiat  stood  by  him, 
black  as  Mesrour,  said,  Hark  ye,  tell  me 
who  I  am  ?  Sir,  answered  the  little  boy 
modestly. /our  meye^'  is  the  commander 
of  the  believers,  and  Uod's  vicar  on  earth. 
You  are  a  little  liar,  black  lace,  said  Aboo 
Hassan.  Then  he  called  the  lady  that 
stood  nearest  to  liim:  Come  hither,  fiiir 
one,  said  he,  holding  out  his  hand,  bite  the 
end  of  my  nnger,  that  I  may  led  whetker 
I  am  asleep  or  awake. 

The  ladv,  who  knew  the  cfiliph  saw  aH 
thiit  ])aRBed,  was  overjoyed  to  have  an  op- 
portunity of  showing  her  power  of  divertiqf 
him,  and  went  with  a  £rrave  countenance, 
and  putting  his  fin^«er  between  her  teeth, 
she  bit  it  so  hard  that  she  put  him  to  vio 
lent  pain.  Snatching  his  hand  quickly 
back  again,  he  said,  I  find  I  ani  awake. 
and  not  asleep.  But  bv  what  miracle  am 
I  become  caliph  in  a  night's  time  ?  this  9 
certainly  the  most  strange  and  surprisng 
thing  in  the  world !  then  addresnng  him- 
self to  the  same  lady,  said,  I  conjure  yoo, 

*  MaMcT  of  the  world  abovr  and  briow. 
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t^  the  protection  oTGkxl,  in  whom  \'ou  troBt 
as  wellai  I,  not  to  hide  the  truth  from  me : 
am  I  really  the  commander  ot'the  faithful  1 
it  is  80  true,  answered  the  lady,  that  we. 
who  are  >'our  sla^'es,  are  amazed  to  fina 
that  you  will  not  believe  jrourself  to  be  00. 
You  are  a  deceiver,  replied  Abon  Hanan ; 
I  know  very  well  who  1  am. 

At  the  chief  of  the  eunuchs  perceived 
that  Abon  Hassan  had  a  mind  to  rise,  he 
offered  him  his  hand,  and  helped  him  to  get 
out  of  bed.  No  sooner  were  his  feet  set  on 
the  floor,  but  the  chamber  ran^  again  \vith 
the  repeated  acclamations  ot  the  ofiicera 
and  ladies,  who  cried  out  alto^ther,  Com- 
meunder  or  the  faithful,  God  give  your  ma- 
jesty a  good  day.  O  heaven !  cned  Abon 
Hassan,  what  a  strange  thing  is  this!  Last 
night  I  was  Abon  Hassan,  and  this  morning 
I  am  the  comman<ler  of  the  believers !  I 
cannot  comprehend  this  sudden  and  sur- 
prising change.  Presently  some  of  the  offi- 
cers l)egan  to  dress  him ;  and  when  they 
had  done,  Mesrour  led  him  through  all  the 
eunuchs  and  ladies,  who  were  ranged  on 
both  sides,  quite  to  the  council  chamber 
door,  which  was  opened  by  one  of  the  offi- 
cers. Mesrour  walked  before  him  to  the 
fbot  of  the  throne,  where  he  stopped,  and 
patting  one  hand  under  one  arm,  whil^ 
another  officer  who  followed  did  the  same 
by  the  other,  they  helped  him  to  ascend  the 
throne.  Anon  Hassan  sat  down  amidst 
the  acclamations  of  the  officers,  who  wish- 
ed him  all  happiness  and  prosperity,  and 
turning  to  the  right  and  Icfi  he  saw  the 
officers  of  tho  guards  ranged  in  good  order, 
and  making  a  fine  api)earajioe. 

The  caliph  in  the  mean  time  came  out  of 
the  cl(K>et,  where  he  was  hid,  and  went  into 
another,  which  looked  into  tlie  council-hall, 
from  whence  he  could  see  and  hear  all  that 
passed  in  council,  while  his  erand  vizier 
presided  in  his  place,  wlien  he  was  pre- 
vented by  illness  from  attending  in  person. 
What  pleased  him  highly,  was  to  see  Abon 
HasHin  fill  his  throne  with  almost  as  much 
gravity  as  himself. 

As  srion  &«  Abon  Hassiin  had  seated  him- 
self, the  grand  vizier  Giiilar  prostrated 
himself  at  the  foot  ot'the  throne,  and  rising 
and  addressing  hiinrtclf  to  him,  said.  Com- 
mander of  the  fiiithful.  God  shower  down 
blessings  on  \'our  majesty  in  this  life,  re- 
ceive you  into  his  parailise  in  the  other 
worhi,  and  confound  >-our  enemies. 

Abon  Hassan,  at\er  all  that  had  hap- 
pened that  momin?,  and  tliese  words  of 
the  grand  vizier,  never  doubted  but  that 
he  waR  caliph^  as  he  wishe^l  to  he ;  and  so 
without  examining  any  fiirthcr,^ow,  or  by 
what  adventure,  or  sudden  change  of  for- 
tune, he  immediately  began  to  exercise  his 
power,  and  looking  very  gravely  upon  the 
vizier,  asked  hini  what  he  had  to  say? 
Commander  of  tfir  fhithfnl,  replied  the 
grand  virier,  the  emirs,  viziers,  and  other  I 
officers  who  are  of  your  maje^ty^t  council,  I 
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wait  at  tlie  door  till  your  majesty  ^ives 
them  leave  to  come  in  and  pay  theu*  ac- 
customed respects  to  you.  Abon  Hassan 
presently  ordered  the  door  to  be  opened, 
and  the  grand  vizier  turning,  and  address- 
ing himself  to  the  officers  who  waited  for 
orders,  said.  Chief  of  the  door-keepers,  the 
commander  of  the  faithful  orders  you  to  do 
your  duty. 

When  the  door  was  opened,  the  viziers, 
emirs,  and  principal  officers  of  the  court, 
all  dressed  magnificently  in  their  habits  01 
ceremoQv,  went  in  their  order  to  the  foot 
of  the  throne,  and  paid  their  respects  to 
Abon  Hassan;  and  bowing  their  heads 
down  to  the  carpet,  kneeiim^  on  one  knee, 
saluted  him  with  the  title  ofHhe  command- 
er of  the  faithful,  according  to  the  instruc- 
tkms  of  the  grand  vizier,  and  afterwards 
took  their  seats. 

When  this  ceremony  was  over,  and  they 
were  all  placed,  there  was  a  profound  si- 
lence. 'Vhe  grand  vizier  always  standing 
before  tlie  throne,  began,  according  to  the 
order  of  papers  in  his  hand,  to  make  his 
rejport  oraflaire,  which  at  that  time  were 
of  very  little  conseouence.  Nevertheless, 
the  caliph  could  fK>t  hut  admire  how  Abon 
Hawan  acquitted  himself  in  Yik  great  post 
without  the  least  hesitation  or  embarrass- 
ment, and  decided  so  well  in  all  matters, 
as  his  own  good  sense  suggested  the  re- 
quest was  or  was  not  proper  to  be  granted. 
But  before  the  grand  vizier  had  flruihed  his 
report,  Abon  Hassan  perceived  the  judge  of 
the  police,  whom  he  knew  by  sight,  sitting 
in  his  place :  8top,  said  he'  to  the  grand 
vizier,  interrupting  him ;  I  have  an  order 
of  coiisequem'^  to  give  to  the  judge  of  the 
police.  The  judge  of  the  police  perceiv- 
ing tliat  Abon  Hassan  looked  at  him,  and 
hearing  his  name  mentioned,  arose  from 
off  his  seat,  and  went  gravely  to  the  foot 
of  the  throne,  where  he  prostrated  himself 
with  his  face  to  the  ground.  Judge  of  the 
police,  said  Abon  Haeran,  go  immediately 
to  such  a  quarter,  in  such  a  street,  where 
you  will  find  a  mosque,  and  seize  the  iman 
of  the  mosque  and  four  old  gray  beards,  and 
give  each  of  the  old  men  a  hundred  basti- 
nadoes with  a  bull's  pizzle,  and  the  iman 
four  hundred.  Atler  tliat,  mount  them  ail 
five,  clothed  in  rags,  uixmi ^camels,  with 
their  faces  to  the  tails,  and  lead  them 
throitf^h  the  whole  city,  with  a  crier  be- 
fore them,  who  shall  proclaim  with  a  loud 
voice,  *  This  is  tlie  puni^inent  of  all  those 
who  trouble  their  heads  with  other  people's 
affairs,  and  make  it  their  biviness  to  create 
disturliances  and  misunderstandings  in  fa- 
milies in  their  neighbourhood,  and  do  them 
all  the  mischief  in  their  power.'  My  inten- 
tion is  also,  that  you  enjoin  them  to  l^ve 
that  quarter,  and  never  to  set  fbot  in  it 
more ;  and  while  your  lieutenant  is  con- 
ducting them  through  the  town,  return, 
and  give  me  an  account  of  the  executkn 
ofmyorden.  The  judge  of  the  police  laid 
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iioi  t<'ll  what  tfi  :..  :.\  -i'  ^.1  ii^  aiiw  aiid 
li«:iin!.  It'  this  U  a  il.t-nr.!.  s^  I  he.  ::  li  a 
lone;  (iiu:.  But  ceruujiy.  C'ji:u:ii?*.-d  he.  i*. 
JHiMi  ilrcarn  ;  tor  1  can  f<:e  smA  letfl,  walk 
anil  lii:ar,  ami  artriic  rvasji.  ibly :  ivliai* 
fviT  it  iti,  1  trur't  III  Goil ;  yet  1  runuitt  be- 
lli-vr  liiit  1  am  the  cuiuni;uu:er  ot'ihe  t'oith- 
till,  liir  no  (Jthcr  tM^rson  ci:iuid  live  in  ihi» 
ii|ili*iuiour.  The  hunour  oiul  rei»pert  tLul 
liiiri  \hm\\  fihowii  me,  and  the  obeJieiKf 
IMiiil  li)  niy  coniin:;ii(is.  are  Kuffirient  proou 
ill  nliort,  AU)!)  HaaKin  touk  it  lor  ^^u:U^i 
lliat  lie  waM  caliph  and  the  OMiiniaiuler  'A 
the  laithful ;  aiul  wa^  liilly  eonviiK-eili>:*.i. 
wlu'ii  heenien*i]  thutnruriiitu'oiit  anil>»u- 
t'iiHiH  hall,  which  Wiix  finely  puiiiiiHi  w/Ji 
the  hri^htei^t  colours  i^tcmllX(^l  with  i^i'iil. 
Seven  haiuli)  of  teniale  iiui^iclaiii:.  moce 
U'aiitit'iil  than  the  othenswerc  plac^*!! muad 
the  hull,  auil  as  many  ^Id  bninclKiK  huuc 
down  fivni  the  ceiling,  which  was  i«umcu 
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wiA  bloe  and  cold,  intermixed  with  won- 
derfiii  efiect  In  the  middle  of' the  hall 
was  spread  a  table  covered  with  mai«7fl:old 
plates  and  dishes,  which  scented  the  hall 
with  the  spices  and  amber  wherewith  the 
meat  was  seasoned ;  and  seven  youn^  and 
moit  beautiAil  ladies,  dresrod  in  the  nchest 
habits  of  the  most  vivid  colours,  stood 
round  this  table,  each  with  a  fan  in  her 
hand,  to  tan  Abon  Hassan  when  at  din- 
ner. 

If  ever  mortal  was  charmed,  Abon  Has- 
•an  was  when  he  entered  tliat  stately  hall. 
At  every  step  he  took,  he  con  Id  not  help 
stopping  to  contemplate  at  leisure  all  the 
wonders  thai  regaled  his  eyes,  and  turned 
first  to  one  side,  and  then  again  on  the 
other ;  which  gave  the  caliph,  who  viewed 
him  with  attention,  very  great  pleasure. — 
At  last  he  went  and  sat  down  at  tlie  table, 
and  presently  all  the  ladies  that  stood  by  it 
began  to  ian  the  new  caliph.  He  looked 
first  at  one,  and  then  at  another,  and  ad- 
mired the  grace  with  which  they  acquitted 
themselves.  He  told  them  with  a  graceful 
mile,  that  he  believed  one  of  them  was 
enough  to  give  him  all  the  air  he  wanted, 
and  would  have  six  of  the  ladies  sit  at  ta- 
ble with  him,  three  on  his  right  hand,  and 
three  on  his  left ;  and  he  pieced  them  at  it, 
so  that,  as  the  table  was  round,  which  way 
soever  ne  turned,  his  eyes  might  be  saluted 
with  agreeable  objects. 

The  six  ladies  obe>'ed,  and  sat  down  at 
the  table*,  and  Abon  Hasmn  taking  no- 
tice, that  out  of  resi^ect  they  did  not  eat, 
helpcKi  them  himself,  and  invited  them  to 
sat  in  the  most  pressing  and  obliging  terms. 
Afterwards  he  asked  their  names,  which 
they  told  him  were  Alabaster  Neck,  Coral 
Lin,  Moon  Face,  Sunshine,  Eye's  De- 
li^nt^  Heart's  Delight,  and  she  wHo  fimned 
hmi  was  Su^r-Cane.  The  many  soil 
things  he  said  upon  their  names  showed 
him  to  be  a  man  of  sprightly  wit,  and  it  is 
uot  to  be  conceived  how  very  much  it  in- 
creased the  esteem  which  the  caU|^  (who 
snw  every  thing)  had  already  conceived  for 
him. 

When  the  ladies  saw  that  Abon  HasHin 
had  done  eating,  one  of  them  said  to  the 
eunuchs  who  waited,  The  commander  of 
the  faithful  will  go  into  the  hall  where  the 
dessert  is,— bring  some  water ;  upon  which 
they  all  arose  from  the  table,  and  taking 
from  the  eunucli,  one  a  gold  basin,  another 
an  ewer  of  the  same  metal,  and  a  third  a 
towel,  kneeled  down  before  Abon  Hassan, 
and  presented  them  to  him  to  wash  his 
hands,  who,  as  soon  as  he  had  done,  got 
lip,  and  ai\er  an  eunuch  had  opened  Uie 
door,  went,  preceded  hv  Mesrour,  who 
never  left  him,  into  another  hall,  as  large 
as  the  former,  adorned  with  paintings  bv 
the  best  masters,  and  furmshed  with 
g;old  and  silver  vesEels,  carpets,  and  othsr 
nch   furniture.     There   seven    '"* 


bands  of  music  began  a  eonoeit  as  soon  as 
Abon  Hassan  app^uvd.  In  this  hall  there 
were  seven  other  large  lustres,  and  a  table 
in  the  middle  covert  with  dried  sweet- 
meats and  the  choicest  and  most  exguisite 
fruits  ot*  the  season,  raised  in  pvramiils,  in 
seven  gokl  basins ;  and  seven  ladies,  more 
beautitul  than  the  others,  standing  round  it, 
each  with  a  fan  in  her  hand. 

These  new  objects  raised  still  greater 
admiration  in  Abon  Hassan  than  ocfbre: 
who,  after  he  had  made  a  full  stop,  ana 
given  the  most  sensible  marks  of  his  sur- 
prise and  astonishment,  \vent  directly  to  the 
mhle,  when*  sitting  down,  he  gazed  a  con- 
siderable time  at  the  seven  ladies,  with  an 
embarmt^mcnt  that  plainly  showed  he 
knew  not  which  to  give  the  prelerence  to. 
At  last  he  onicred  them  all  to  lay  aside 
their  fans  and  sit  dmvn,  and  eat  with  him, 
telling  them,  that  it  was  not  so  hot  but  ho 
could  spare  them  that  trouble. 

When  the  ladies  were  all  placed  about 
him,  the  first  thing  he  did  was  to  ask  their 
names,  which  were  different  from  the  other 
seven,  and  expressed  some  perfectwn  of 
mind  or  hody,  which  distingukhed  them 
from  one  another ;  upon  which  he  took  an 
opfiortunity,  when  he  presented  them  with 
fruit,  &c.  to  say  something  smart  Eat 
thii  fig  for  my  sake,  said  he  to  Chain  of 
Hearts,  who  sat  on  his  right  hand ;  and 
render  the  letters,  with  which  you  loaded 
me  tlie  first  moment  I  saw  you,  more  sup- 
portable. Then  presenting  a  bunch  of 
grapes  to  Soul's  Torment,  Take  this  cluster 
oi' grapes,  sakl  he,  on  condition  you  instant- 
ly abate  the  torments  which  I  sufler  for  your 
sake ;  and  so  on  to  the  rest  By  these  words 
Abon  Hassan  more  and  more  pleased  and 
diverted  the  caliph,  who  was  delighted 
with  his  words  and  actrans,  and  pleased  to 
think  he  had  found  in  him  a  man  who  di- 
verted him  so  agreeably,  and  suggested  to 
him  a  method  of  being  better  acquaiuta! 
with  him. 

After  Abon  Hassan  had  tasted  of  all  the 
fruits  in  the  basin,  he  got  up  and  folbwed 
Mesrour,  who  never  left  him,  into  a  third 
hall,  much  more  magnificently  tlimiBhed 
than  the  other  two ;  wnere  he  was  received 
bf  the  same  number  of  musicians  and  la* 
dies,  who  stood  round  a  table  covereii  with 
all  manner  of  wet  sweetmeats.  Afier  he 
had  looked  about  htm  with  new  wonder, 
he  advanced  to  the  table,  the  mus»  play- 
ing all  the  time  till  he  sat  down.  The 
seven  ladies,  by  his  order,  sat  down  with 
him,  and  as  he  could  not  but  showthem  the 
same  civility  as  he  had  done  to  the  rest, 
they  helped  themselves,  as  he  desired  them, 
to  what  they  liked  best :  and  he  aflerwanki 
informed  himself  of  their  names,  which 
pleased  him  as  much  as  the  others  had 
done,  and  led  him  to  say  as  many  soft 
things  to  them,  to  the  great  diverMoo  ol 
the  caliph,  who  lost  not  a  word. 
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Br  thki  time  the  day  be^inniog  to  dose, 
Abon  TTnwnn  was  conducted  into  a  fourth 
hall,  much  mora  nifierb  and  magnificently 
iuronhed,  lighted  with  wax  candles  in  se- 
ven ffieat  gold  lustres,  wliicli  gave  a  glori- 
ous ught  The  like  was  not  E*eeii  in  the 
otherhalls,  because  it  was  not  necessary. 
Abon  Hassan  foimd  the  same  number  of 
musicians  here  as  he  had  done  in  the  other 
three  halls,  performing  in  concert  in  the 
most  lively  manner,  and  seeming  to  inspire 
greater  joy ;  smd  he  saw  as  many  ladies 
standing  round  a  table  covered  with  seven 
gold  basins  filled  with  cakes,  dried  eweet- 
meatB,  and  all  such  things  as  were  proper 
to  promote  drinking.  There  he  Faw,  which 
he  had  not  obeerved  in  any  of  the  other 
halls,  a  beaufet,  which  was  set  out  with 
Kven  large  silver  fiagons  full  of  the  choi- 
cest wines,  and  by  them  seven  crystal 
gLisses  of  the  finest  workmanship. 

Hitherto  in  the  three  first  hails  Abon 
Haasan  drank  nothing  but  water,  accord- 
ing to  the  custom  ooserved  at  Bagdad, 
fipom  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  and  at  the 
caliph's  court,  never  to  drink  wine  till  the 
evening ;  ail  who  transgress  thu;  rule  being 
accounted  debauchees,  and  dare  not  show 
themselves  in  the  daytime.  This  custom  is 
the  more  laudable,  as  it  requires  a  dear 
head  to  applv  to  businesB  in  the  course  of 
the  day ;  ana  as  no  wine  is  drank  till  even- 
mg,  no  drunken  people  are  seen  in  the 
streets  in  open  day  making  disturbances  in 
the  city. 

As  soon  as  Abon  Hassan  entered  the 
fourth  hall,  he  went  to  the  table  and  sat 
down,  and  was  a  kmg  time  in  a  kind  of 
ecstacy  at  the  si^ht  of  those  seven  ladies 
who  surrounded  nim,  and  were  much  more 
beautiful  than  all  he  beheld  in  th^  other 
halls.  He  was  very  desirous  to  know  all 
their  names ;  but  as  the  musk:  played  then 
so  very  loud,  and  particularly  the  tambour, 
that  he  could  not  hear  them  speak,  he  chip- 


stood  on  tlie. right  next  to  him,  he  made 
her  sit  down  by  him,  and  presenting  her 
with  a  cake,  asked  her  name.  Command- 
er of  the  faithful,  said  the  lady,  I  am  called 
Cluster  of  Pearls.  No  name,  replied  Abon 
Hassan,  could  have  more  properly  ex- 
pressed your  worth ;  and  indeed  your  teeth 
exceed  the  finest  pearls.  Cluster  of  PcirU, 
added  he,  since  that  is  your  name,  oblige 
me  with  a  eUxsn  of  wine  from  your  fair 
hand,  and  take  another  with  me.  The  la- 
dy went  presently  to  the  beaulct  and 
brought  him  a  glam  of  wine,  whicli  she 
presented  to  him  with  a  pleasant  air.  Ahon 
Hassan  took  the  e\i\i»  with  a  smile,  and 
k)oking  na«non:\telyupon  her,  «iid.  Cluster 
of  Pearls,  I  drink  yonr  health ;  1  desire 
you  to  fill  out  as  much  tor  vourself,  and 
pledge  mr.    8he  ran  to  theVauti^t.  and 


returned  with  a  glass  in  her  hand  -,  bulb*- 
fbie  she  drank,  she  sung  a  soof ,  wfaieh 
charmed  him  as  much  bv  the  BweetDem  ci 
her  voice  as  bv  its  noveitv. 

Atler  Abon  Hassan  haa  drank,  he  OMuie 
another  lady  sit  down,  and  prcswHing  her 
with  what  she  chose  m  the  baans,  asked 
her  name,  which  she  told  him  was  Bfom- 
in^  Star.  Your  bright  eyes,  said  he,  shine 
with  greater  lustre  than  that  star  whose 
name  you  bear.  Do  me  the  pleasure  to 
bring  me  some  wine ;  which  she  did  with 
the  best  grnicc  in  the  world.  Then  tuminf 
to  the  third  lady,  whose  name  was  Day- 
light, he  ordered  her  to  do  the  same,  and 
so  on  to  the  seventh,  to  the  extreme  satii- 
factbn  of  the  caliph. 

When  they  had  all  filled  him  a  mkm 
round,  Cluster  of  Pearb,  whom  he  baa  just 
addressed,  went  to  the  besiuiet,  poured  out 
a  glass  of  wine,  and  putting  in  a  pinch  d 
the  same  powder  the  caliph  haii  used  the 
night  before,  presented  it  to  Abon  Haaan; 
Commander  of  the  faithlul,  saki  she^  I  bei? 
of  your  majesty  to  take  this  fflaas  oi  wine, 
and  before  you  drink  it  ofii  do  me  the  fih 
vour  to  hear  a  song  I  have  made  lo-da/, 
and  which  I  flatter  myself  may  not  db- 
please  you.  I  never  sung  it  before  this 
evening.  With  all  mv  heart,  saki  Abon 
HasBEUi,  taking  the  giasi*,  and  as  oom- 
mander  of  the  iaithfulT  I  command  you  to 
sing  it ;  for  I  am  pemuadetl  that  «>  beauti- 
ful a  lady  as  yourself  cannot  make  a  song 
which  does  not  abound  with  wit  and  plea- 
santry. Thu  lady  took  a  lute,  and  tuning 
it  to  her  voice,  sun^  with  so  much  justnea, 
grace  and  expression,  that  Abon  Hanui 
was  in  perfect  ecstacy  ail  the  time,  and 
was  so  much  deli^htetl,  that  he  oniered 
her  to  sing  it  again,  and  wa«  as  much 
charmed  with  it  w^  at  first. 

Wiien  the  lady  harl  done,  Abon  Hasnn 
drank  off  his  glass,  and  turning  his  bead 
towards  her,  to  give  her  those^praises  which 
he  tliousfht  due  to  her.  was  prevented  bf 
the  iiowder,  which  operated  80  suddenly, 
that  his  mouth  was  wide  ouen,  and  hi^eyoi 
cloi3c  shut,  and  droppini:^  nis  head  on  the 
table  like  a  man  overcome  with  sleep,  br 
slept  as  profoundly  as  the  day  bdbre  at  the 
same  time  the  caliph  gave  him  the  powder. 
One  of  the  \w\ks  stood  ready  to  catch  tbr 
qlasR,  which  fell  out  of  his  hand :  and  then 
Uio  C4iliph,  who  took  a  greater  tqitisJartni 
in  this  strene  than  he  hail  proniii^d  himsrll'. 
and  w:is  all  along  a  spectator  of  what  bid 
passed  1  came  into  the  hall  to  them,  ow- 
joycd  at  the  success  of  his  plan.  He  <v- 
dered  Ahon  Ha£Ban  to  be  drraKd  agaiD  in 
hif:  own  clothe?!,  and  to  be  carried  hsck 
again  to  his  own  house  bv  the  same  •Itre 
that  bnnij&rht  him,  charging  him  tolarhim 
on  a  rofa  in  the  same  room,  without  ma- 
king any  noit«,  and  to  leave  the  door  open 
when  he  came  awav. 

'I'he  plave  took  Abon  Hasmn  upon  hii 
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riwulikn,  and  oanied  him  borne  bT  a  bttck 
door  oT  the  paJace,  placed  him  in  ha  owd 
hoiueaj  he  waa  ordered,  and  relumed  with 
MMed,  to  acqnaiol  the  oiliph  what  he  had 
done.  Well,  taid  the  caUph,  Aboa  Haaaji 
wicked  on)/  to  be  caliph  lor  one  day,  to 
puoBh  the  unau  td*  the  raoajueofhwquar- 
BBT.aodthe  ioDrioheiks  or  old  meo  who 
had  displeased  him  :  I  have  procuied  him 
the  meajis  of  doiog  thi^  and  he  ought  to 
beconteot 

Iq  the  mean  time,  Abon  Hasaan,  who 
mu  laid  upon  his  aoTa  by  the  dove,  dept 
till  very  late  the  next  moniin«.  When  the 
ponrder  was  worked  ofT,  Abon  Hassan 
waked  and  opened  his  eyes,  and  finding 
hiniieir  at  home,  was  in  tlie  utmost  sur- 
prae.  Cluster  of  PearU  1  Morniog  Star! 
Coral  Lips !  Moon  Fai^e !  cried  he,  calling 
the  ladies  ol'  the  i>alace  by  their  names,  as 
he  rememberod  them;  where  are  you? 
come  bicher. 

Abon  Hanan  called  so  loud,  that  his 
mother,  who  was  in  lier  onro  apertioeiit, 
Beafd,  aod 


__-, uiiu;to , ._ 

he  made,  «aid.  What  uik  you,  son  1  what 
'  appeiieu  to  youl  At  theuc  words 
Huaran  liticil  up  liis  head,  atvd  knk- 


wriHiii 


log  haughtily  at  Jiin  inoitiur,  eaid,  (iond 
woman!  who  is  it  you  cull  son 7— Why 
}-ou,  answra^  liis  mutlier  very  mildly ;  are 
not  you  Abon  Ha«aun,  my  wiuT  It  in 
Mrangethal  you  liavu  ror>cut  >-ourHeir>w 
Koiu  I  your  wii !  old  trull !  replied.  Abon 
Hasan ;  you  are  a  liar,  uiul  know  nut 
what  you  *ay !  I  am  not  Abon  Hivean,  1 
cell  vou.  but  the  coiamiiiiderur  the  tiullUul! 

Hold  your  loiuriie,  son,  answered  the 
motlier ;  one  would  ijiink  you  are  a  fool  lo 
hear  you  uilk  tliua.  Vou  are  an  old  lool 
younK'lf^  replied  Abon  Has«in  ;  1  lell  you 
once  more  I  am  the  commojider  of  the 
lajtiirul,  imd  God's  vicar  on  eanh !  Ah  ! 
child,  cried  iho  niotlier,  in  it  pcoitible  that  I 
•boufd  hear  you  utter  sui-.h  words  that 
ahow  you  are  dtstructed !  What  evil  geni- 
us poajCweM  vou.  to  make  you  talk  at  tliis 
rate  1  Gotl  Dle>«  };ou,  and  I)l^»cr^o  you 
Irom  the  power  olSaiiin.  Vou  are  my 
son  Abon  IlasMn,  and  I  ani  vour  mi>tlirr. 

Alter  she  hud  muilv  udc  or  all  the  argu- 
ment* Mhu  cmdil  think  ul*  Ui  bring  him  lu 
himi^lf,  and  lovhuwtiuw  grealanvrrorhe 
wus  in,  him  ait>l,  Do  not  yon  i«e,  tliat  the 


i|uielly  at  home  with  nie?  'I'liiiik  «erkiuit]y 
of  wluit  I  say.  and  do  nut  litricy  ihiiifO'  that 
ore  not,  nor  ever  cuiiIh^  Once  more,  my 
MUii,  ihink  lierkiuiily  ol'  iL 

AW)  Hai«itn  heard  all  tlicHC  rrmonnmi- 
oea  ol  iiiv  (uotlter  very  lUliently,  holding 
down  liiM  eyiv,  and  clapping  his  handi^  un- 
der liis  cliin,  like  a  man  recollecting  him- 
«^,  to  examine  the  truth  ol'  wliat  be  saw 


and  heard.  At  last,  he  nid  to  his  mother, 
iuBt  ae  if  be  was  come  out  of  a  deep  ateep, 
uid  with  his  hand  in  the  same  poatuie,  I 
believe  you  are  right;  methinks  1  am 
Abon  HasBn,  you  are  my  mother,  and  I 
am  m  my  own  room.  Then  looking  at  her 
again,  and  at  every  object  belbiv  him,  he 
added,  I  am  Abon  Ha»an,  there  is  do 
doubt  of  it,  and  I  cannot  comprehend  bow 
this  fancy  came  into  my  head. 

The  mother  really  believed  that  her  un 
was  cured  of  that  disorder  of  hi*  mind, 
which  she  ascribed  to  a  dresun,  and  began 
to  luugh  with  him,  and  ask  him  qnestnoa 
about  this  dream ;  when  all  on  a  sudden 
he  started  up,  and  looking  cnaly  at  his 
mother,  said,  Old  sorceress,  you  know  not 
what  you  aaj.  I  am  not  your  son,  nor  jao 
cay  mother.  You  deceive  youraeU',  and 
would  deceive  me.  I  telt  you  1  am  the 
commander  of  the  laithful,  and*you  shall 
never  persuade  me  to  the  contrary !  For 
Heaven's  sake,  aaiij  aud  the  mother,  let 
us  Iciivc  ofT  this  diBcouTHe  ;  recommend 
yourself  to  God,  lor  iear  some  mislbrlunc 
nbould  happen  to  us :  let  Ub  talk  of  some- 
thing else.  I  will  tell  you  wluit  happened 
yesterday  in  our  quarter  to  the  imanof  the 
masque,  and  tile  four  scheiks  our  neigh- 
boure:  the  judge  ol'  the  police  came  and 
seized  them,  and  gave  e;u^h  of  them  I  know 
not  liow  many  etrukcs  with  a  bull's  pizzle, 
wliile  a  crier  proclaimed,  That  was  the 
punishment  gf  all  ihoee  who  troubled  them- 
i«lvt!s  about  other  people's  business,  and 
empbyed  themselves  in  evttingtheir  neigh- 
bours at  variance :  he  allerwanls  led  diem 
through  all  the  streets,  and  ordered  them 
never  to  come  into  our  Quarter  again. 
Abon  Hassan's  mother  little  thought  her 
son  had  any  share  in  this  adventure,  and 
therefore  turned  the  discourse  on-purpose 
to  put  him  out  of  the  conceit  of  bcmg  the 
commander  of  the  faithl'ul :  but  instead  ol 
effacing  that  idea,  she  rather  recalled  it, 
and  imprc«ed  it  more  deeply  in  his  im- 
agination that  it  was  not  imaginary,  but 

Abon  Haiwan  no  sooner  heonl  tliis  reln- 
tiuii,  but  he  cried  out,  1  am  neither  thy  son, 
nor  Abon  Huicau,  hut  ccrlainly  the  com- 
mander <il'  the  believers.  I  cannot  doubt 
ul'  it  alier  whiiL  you  have  told  me.  Know 
then  that  it  was  by  my  order  that  ihe  iman 
and  Ihe  four  schejks  wi;re  punished;  and 
I  tell  you  1  am  cerliiinly  the  commanderol' 
(he  lUithful:  therelbre  tell  me  no  more  of 
.  its  being  a  dteuin.  I  was  not  asleep,  btit  la 
much  aivakc  nn  I  now  am.  You  do  me  a 
pleasure  lo  confirm  what  the  judge  of  the 
liolive  told  me  he  hod  executed  punctually 
according  to  my  order ;  and  I  am  ovei^oyed 
that  the  imun  and  the  four  scheiks,  ihntc 
great  hvpocHiai,  were  so  chai-tised,  and  1 
should  be  glad  to  know  bow  I  came  here 
God  be  praised  for  all  thin^e !  I  am  cer- 
tainly commander  of  the  laithfiil,  and  all 
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1  not  convince  n 


thy  ■Tgnmenls 
the  contrary. 

Tlie  mothbr,  who  could  not  divinr  or 
ima^iM  why  her  son  bo  streiiuoualf  aini 
pMliTpij  maintaJned  himsell'  to  be  cal:rih. 
never  dBputed  but  that  he  had  lost  Ins 
mubcb,  when  she  found  heuiBiBtedicniucli 
upon  a  thing  that  was  eo  incredible^  -am] 
inthia  thought,  (aid,  I  pray  God,  bod.  Io 
have  mercy  upon  you  I  Pray  do  not  lalk 
■o  madly.  Beseech  Crod  to  forgive  you. 
and  give  you  grace  to  talk  more  reAsdn^i- 
bly.  Wluit  would  the  world  say  to  hiar 
voa  rave  in  this  manner?  Do  you  iiut 
know  that '  walla  have  earsi' 

These  remonstrances  only  enraged  A  \ « m 
HoMon  the  more  i  and  hewasaoprovolii-.l 
U  hia  mother,  that  he  said.  Old  womau,  I 
have  bid  you  once  already  to  hold  jinir 
huigue.  u  you  do  not,  I  chall  rise  iinil 
sive  you  tAuae  to  repent  it  all  your  lii'- 
lune.  I  am  the  caliph  and  the  command^ 
erof  the  believera;  and  you  ought  to  be- 
Ikve  me  when  I  say  eo. 

Then  the  good  woman  perceiving  that 
he  was  more  distracted  than  ever,  cib^in- 
dcned  herseirto  (ears,  and  beating  her  live 
and  breast,  expressed  the  utmoat  grief  :ui<l 
artonjahment  to  see  her  son  uk  that  temblf 
Hate.  Abon  HasHm,  instead  of  being  n;)- 
peased,  and  being  moved  by  his  molh'/r'!i 
tMmonlhe  contrary  lost  all  the  resin-ol 
due  from  a  son  to  his  mother,  and  geitJiiL- 
lip  hastily,  and  laying-  hold  of  a  cane,  i  an 
to  hie  molner  in  grealfury,  and  in  a  thre-^il- 
ening  manner,  that  would  have  frighteiivd 
every  one  but  a  mother  so  partial  to  lilnj. 
said,  Tell  me  presently,  wicked  wonmi: 
who  I  am.  I  (So  not  believe,  son.  rcplk-<l 
she,  looking  at  him  tenderly,  ana  von  I  ol' 
Ibar,  that  you  are  bo  abandoned  by  Goil  lix 
uot  to  know  your  mother,  who  brought  vou 
into  the  world,  and  to  mistake  younncll^ 
You  are  indeed  my  eon  Abon  Haaaan,  ei]id 
are  very  much  in  the  wrong  to  anwiite 
to  youreell'  the  title  which  belongs  only  lo 
our  oivereigii  Ion  I  the  caliph  Haroun  Al- 
raiichid,  al\er  the  ncible  and  ^eneroua  jtre- 
■rnt  the  monarch  made  us  yesterday.  In 
short,  I  Ibreot  lo  tell  you,  that  the  gfaml 
visierGialarcame  lo  nie  yesterday,  and 
putting  a  puree  of  n  lliousand  piece.-;  ul' 
gold  into  my  hands,  bid  me  pray  for  ilie 
Gommanderof  theftutbful,  who  made  ini' 
that  prenent ;  and  does  not  thia  liberality 
concern  you  more  than  mc,who  have  hut  a 
short  time  tn  live  ? 

At  tlu-BS  words  Abon  Haamngrcwiiullr 
mad.  The  ciruunudancc  of  the  cali|>li'x 
liberality  hw  [notbcr  told  him  oil  pcnmndcil 
him  more  thim  ever  that  he  was  caliph, 
remembering  that  he  had  sent  the  viKier. 
Well,  old  hag,  cried  he,  will  you  be  con- 
vinced when  1  icll  you  '      -  ■  —  ■' 


eyerra 


distract  me  by  your  oontnffietiDn,  ud 
maintain  with  obMinacy  that  I  am  nwaa^ 
but  vou  shall  not  go  long  TmpQuisMd.  Af 
ter  these  words,  he  was  ao  uitnotnrKl,  in 
the  hei^t  of  hn  frenzy,  aa  to  beat  her  cm- 
elly  with  his  cane. 

The  poor  mother,  who  couU  dm  Imvi 
thought  that  her  son  would  bavo  tnot  *D 
soon  from  words  (o  blows,  called  oat  fx 
help  BO  loud ,  that  the  neighbouta  ran  io  to 
her  asBistance.  Abon  MaMan  oontknMd  la 
beat  her,  at  everr  stroke  asking  ber  If  he 
was  the  commander  of  the  raithfnl  1  To 
which  she  always  answered  tendcHj,  that 

By  that  lime  the  neighbnim  came  la, 
Aboit  Ha«on'e  rage  began  to  abate.  The 
Hrstwho  entered  the  room  got  between  him 


domg,  Abon  HasanT  hkn  voa  kat  all 
tearof  God,  and  your  reasooi  Did  e*w 
a  son  so  well  bmught  up  aa  ran,  dare  to 
strike hia mother  1  Arayou  iMaidiaated 
BO  to  treat  yours,  who  lovea  you  m>  tenikr- 
ly?  Abon  Hassan,  >tai  fiiU  offiUT,  lookd 
at  him  that  spoke  without  returainf  as 
answer ;  and  then  stariiw  on  all  the  rart 
of  his  neighboure  that  G>llowed  him,  «id. 
Who  is  that  Abon  Hassan  you  qwu  of? 
Is  it  me  you  call  by  that  name  1 

This  question  dtaconcerted  the  iwigh- 
boura  a  little.  How  1  said  he  who  spoke 
first,  do  not  you  know  your  mother,  who 
broughtyou  up,  and  with  whom  you  have 
always  lived  1  Begone,  you  are  Impeni- 
neni  |)eople,  replied  Abon  Hassan;  I  nei- 
ther know  her  nor  you,  and  will  not  ki»w 
her.  I  am  not  Abon  Hasan ;  I  am  the 
commander  of  tlte  taithliil,  and  will  make 
you  know  it  (o  your  co?t. 

At  this  discourse  the  neighbours  nokxig- 
er  doubted  that  he  was  mad ;  and  to  _pre- 
vrnt  his  being  g;uilty  of  the  like  actnoi; 
setzeil  him,  nolwitlistanding  hia  resisUiKe. 
and  bound  him  hand  and  lout.  But  thoo^h 
aiipareiilly  disabled  from  doing  any  ni»- 
clucf,  the/  did  not  choose  to  leave  him 
alone  with  liis  mother.  T  wo  of  them  ru 
lor  the  keeper  of  the  hospital  lor  mad  fbjta. 
who  caniG  presently  with  ehainc,  hanl- 
ct)f&,  a  bull's  pizzle,  and  a  great  man*  ai- 
tenclanls.  Wliea  they  entered  the  iron. 
Abon  HasHin,  who  httle  expected  uch 
treatment,  struggled  to  unkxise  him«lf; 
butaller  hi>i  keeper  had  given  him  two  v 
three  sm;irt  xtrokes  upon  th«  shoulden 
with  the  bull's  pizzle,  he  lay  so  quiet,  ibn 
the  keeper  and  his  peop'e  did  what  (hn 
would  with  him.  As  soon  as  tbrv  haa 
bound  and  manacled  him,  they  took  bim 
with  them  to  the  hospital.  When  he  «■* 
got  out  of  Ills  houce  into  the  MneL  the 
people  crowded  round  him ;  one  bnfiKd 
him,  another  boxed  him,  and  othera  calkd 
him  SxA  and  madman.  To  all  this  rat- 
ment  he  replied,  There  ii  no  ^reatneM  and 
power  but  in  Giod  most  high  and  alini(bt.T 
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I  am  treated  as  a  Ibol,  though  I  am  in  my 
right  senses.  I  suffer  a]  1  these  i njuries  and 
indifi^itics  ibr  the  love  of  God.  He  was 
oonducted  to  the  hospital,  where  he  was 
lodged  in  an  iron  cage ;  but  belbre  he  was 
shut  up,  the  keeper,  w1k>  was  hardened  to 
iueh  terrible  execution,  i-egiiled  him  with- 
out pity  with  filly  strokes  of  the  bull's  piz- 
sle  on  his  shoulders,  w}iich  he  repeated 
every  day  lor  three  weeks,  bidding  him 
remember  ttiat  he  was  iK>t  the  commander 
of  the  faithful.  I  am  not  mad;  but  if  I 
did  want  vour  assistance,  nothing  would 
80  efH^ctuaily  make  me  mad,  as  your  cruel 
treatment  of  me.  1  want  not  your  advice, 
nid  Abon  Haasan. 

Abon  Hassan's  mother  went  every  day 
to  see  her  son.  and  could  not  forbear  crying 
to  see  him  iall  away  daily,  and  to  hear  him 
sigh  smd  complain  at  the  hardships  he  en- 
dured. In  ^ort  his  shoulders,  back,  and 
sides,  were  so  black  and  bruised,  tliat  he 
could  not  turn  himself.  His  mother  would 
willingly  have  talked  with  him,  to  comfort 
him,  and  to  sound  him  whether  he  still  re- 
tained the  notKNi  of  being  caliph;  but 
whenever  she  opened  her  mouth  he  stopped 
her  with  so  much  fury,  that  she  was  forced 
to  leave  him,  and  return  home  inconsola- 
ble at  his  obstinacy. 

By  degrees  those  strong  and  lively  ideas 
which  Atx>n  Hassan  entertained,  of  hav- 
ing b<%n  clothed  in  the  caliph's  habit,  and 
having  exercised  his  authority,  and  been 
punctually  obeyed  and  treated  like  the 
true  caliph,  and  which  persuaded  him 
when  he  awaked  that  he  was  so,  all  began 
lowear  away  insensibly.  Sometimes  he 
would  say  to  him.'Milf,  It  I  was  the  caiipli 
and  commanderol'tlie  believers,  how  came 
I,  when  I  au'aked,  to  find  myself  at  home, 
jbressed  in  my  own  appan.*l  ?  Why  should 
I  not  have  been  attended  by  eunuchs,  and 
their  chief,  and  a  crowd  of  beautiful  la- 
dk»?  Why  shouUi  my  grand  vizier  Gi- 
aiar,  and  all  those  emirs  and  governors  of 
provinces,  who  pmstnited  themselves  at 
my  feet,  foreake  me  ?  Undoubtedly  if  I  had 
any  authority  over  them,  they  would  have 
delivered  me  long  ago  out  of  this  miserable 
condition  I  am  in ;  certainly  I  ought  to  look 
UDon  all  as  a  dream.  It  is  true  I  command- 
ed the  judge  of  the  )X)lice  to  punish  tlie 
iman  and  the  Iburohl  men  his  companions; 
I  ordered  Giatiir  the  grand  vizier  to  carry 
mv  mother  a  thousand  pieces  oi'  gold ;  and 
all  my  commands  were  executed.  All 
these  things  are  obstacles  to  ray  believing 
it  a  dream,  and  I  cannot  comprehend  it ; 
but  there  are  so  many  things  that  I  can- 
not comprehend,  nor  ever  shall,  that  I 
will  put  my  trust  in  Qod,  who  knows  all 
things. 

Abon  Hassan  was  taken  up  with  these 
thoughts  and  reflections  when  his  mother 
came  to  see  him.  She  found  him  so  much 
altered  and  emaciated,  that  she  let  fail  a 
torrent  f^'  tears ;  in  the  nudst  of  whkhibe 


seduted  him  as  she  used  to  do,  and  he  re- 
turned her  salute,  which  he  had  never 
done  before,  since  he  had  been  in  the  hos^ 
pital.  This  she  looked  upon  to  be  a  good 
sign.  Well,  my  son,  said  she,  wiping  bor 
teiirs,  how  do  you  do,  and  how  do  you  find 
yourself  ?  Have  you  renounced  all  those 
whims  and  Ikncies  which  the  devil  had  put 
into  your  head  ?  Indeed,  mother,  replied 
Abon  Haspan,  very  rationalijf  and  caunly, 
and  in  a  tone  expressive  of  his  frief  ibr  the 
excesses  he  had  been  transf^orted  to  against 
her,  I  acknowledge  my  error,  and  beg  of 
vou  to  forgive  the  execrable  crime  which 
I  have  b^n  guilty  of  towards  you,  and 
which  I  detest.  1  ask  pardon  also  of  my 
neighbours  that  I  have  abused.  I  have  been 
deceived  by  a  dre;im ;  but  by  so  extraordi- 
nary a  one,  and  so  like  to  trutli,  that  I  ven- 
ture to  affirm  any  other  person,  to  whom 
such  a  thing  might  have  nappened,  would 
have  been  guilty  of  as  great  or  greater 
extravagancies :  and  I  am  this  instant  so 
much  perplexed  about  it,  that  while  I  am 
peaking  I  etui  hardly  persuade  myself  but 
that  wlmt  has  happened  to  me  was  a  mat- 
ter of  fact,  so  like  was  it  to  what  happens 
to  people  who  arc  broad  awake.  But  what- 
ever It  was,  I  do,  and  shall  always  look 
upon  it  as  a  dream  and  an  illusk>n.  I  am 
convinced  that  I  am  not  that  shadow  of  a 
caliph  and  commander  of  the  fiiithlul,  but 
Abon  Hassan  your  son,  the  son  pf  a  person 
whom  I  have  always  honoured  till  that 
fatal  (kiy,  the  remembnuice  of  which  will 
cover  me  with  contusran,  and  whom  I 
shall  honour  and  respect  all  my  Ute  us  I 
ought. 

At  these  sensible  words,  the  tears  of  sor- 
row and  affliction  wliich  the  mother  of  Abon 
HastAui  had  so  long  shed  were  changeii 
into  those  of  ioy.  to  find  her  son  so  well 
recovered.  My  son !  cried  slie,  transported 
with  pleasure,  my  satisfactk)n  mid  comfort 
to  hear  you  talk  so  Reasonably  is  incxpre»»- 
sible ;  and  it  gives  me  as  much  joy  as  if  I 
had  brought  you  into  the  world  a  second 
time ;  but  I  must  tell  you  my  opinion  upon 
this  adventure,  and  observe  one  thing 
which  you  may  not  have  taken  notice  of; 
the  stranger  that  you  brought  home  with 
you  one  evening  to  sup  with  you,  went 
away  without  shutting  vour  chamber-door 
ader  him,  as  \'ou  desired  him ;  which  I  be* 
lieve  ga\'e  the  devil  an  opportunitv  to  enter, 
and  throw  you  into  that  horrible  illusk>n 
you  were  in :  and,  therefore,  my  son,  you 
ought  to  n't  urn  God  thanks  for  your  deli- 
verance, and  beseech  him  to  keen  you  from 
fiilling  again  into  the  snares  or  the  evil 
spirit. 

You  have  found  out  tlie  source  of  my 
misfbrtuneB,  answered  Abon  Haasan.  it 
was  that  vi>ry  night  I  had  this  dream  which 
turned  my  brain.  I  bid  the  merchant  ex- 
preasly  to  shut  the  door  afler  him ;  and 
now  I  find  he  did  not  do  it.  I  am  penimd* 
«L  as  well  w  you,  the  devil,  finding  it  open, 
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eame  in,  aiid  filled  my  head  full  of  these 
fancies.  The  people  of  Moussol,  from 
whence  Uiis  merchant  came,  may  not  know 
how  we  at  Baghdad  are  well  convinced  tliat 
the  devil  is  the  caupe  of  troublesome  dreams 
when  we  leave  our  chamber-doors  open. 
But  since,  mother,  you  see  I  am.  by  the 
l^race  of  God,  so  well  recovered,  for  God's 
take  get  me  out  of  tliis  hellish  place,  and 
deliver  me  from  the  hand  of  this  exec  utk>n- 
fNT,  who  will  infallibly  shorten  mv  days  if 
I  stay  here  any  lon^r.  The  mother,  klad 
to  hear  her  son  was  so  well  cured  of  his 
fooiiBh  imajdnation  of  being  caliph,  went 
immediately  to  tlie  keeper,  and  assuhne  him 
that  he  was  very  sensible  and  well,  he 
came  and  examined  him,  and  released  uim 
in  her  presence. 

When  Abon  Hassan  came  home,  he  staid 
within  doors  some  days,  to  recover  his 
health  by  better  living  than  he  had  found 
in  the  hospital.  Out  when  he  had  reco- 
vered his  strength,  and  felt  no  more  effect 
of  the  liarsh  treatment  he  had  suffered  in 
hb  confinement,  he  began  to  be  weary  of 
fipending  his  evenings  alone.  He  present- 
ly entered  again  uyion  the  same  way  of 
living  ajB  before;  which  was,  to  provide 
enough  every  day  to  regale  a  new  stranger 
at  night 

The  day  on  which  Abon  Hassan  renew- 
ed his  custom  of  j?oing  about  sunset  to  the 
toot  of*  Bagdad  bnd^c  to  stop  t  he  first  stran- 
irer  that  diered,  and  desire  him  to  do  him 
tlie  honour  of  supping  with  him,  happened 
to  be  the  first  day  of  the  month,  which  was 
the  day  that  the  caliph  always  set  apart 
to  go  in  disguise  out  of  .some  of  the  city- 
gates  to  obscn'e  with  his  own  eyes  what 
was  committed  contrary  to  the  good  go- 
vernment of  tlie  city,  as  lie  had  established 
and  regulated  it  at  the  beginning  of  hii? 
reign.  He  had  not  been  long  arrived  at 
the  bridge,  and  sat  himself  on  a  bench 
which  was  fixed  to  the  |)arapet,  when, 
k)oking  about  him.  he  perceived  the  caliph 
disguised  again  like  a  Moiu%ol  merchant, 
and  followed  by  the  same  slave.  Persuad- 
ed that  all  his  misfortunes  were  owini?  to 
the  caliph  (whom  he  took  for  a  merchant) 
leaving  his  door  open,  he  shuddered  at  the 
si^ht  of'  him.  God  preserve  me !  «ud  he  to 
himself;  if  I  am  not  deceived,  there  is  the 
magician  again  that  enchanted  me  !  and 
tliereupon  got  up,  and  looked  over  the  para- 
pet into  the  river,  that  he  might  not  see 
him  till  he  was  paft. 

The  caliph,  who  had  a  mind  to  carry  on 
the  divenaon  he  had  received  by  Abon 
Hasssm,  had  taken  care  tu  inform  himself 
of  all  that  had  happened  when  AlK>n  Has- 
san awaked  at  home,  and  cxmceived  a 
great  pleasure  at  the  relatbn  given  him, 
especially  at  his  being  sent  to  a  madhoivae, 
and  the  treatment  he  received  there.  But 
as  this  monarch  vns  both  just  and  gener- 
QUi,  and  had  taken  a  great  liking  to  Abon 
Hanan,  as  capable  of  contributing  further 


to  his  amusement,  and  had  doi^yted 
ther,  afler  renouncing  him  nreceoded  cha 
racter  of  a  caliph,  he  would  return  to  hii 
usual  manner  of  living,  he  designed,  with 
a  view  to  get  him  nearer  htm, to droB  him- 
self again  like  a  merchant  of  Mounol^  the 
better  to  execute  liis  plan.  He  perceived 
Abon  Hassan  at  the  same  time  that  he  nw 
him,  and  pre^ntiy  ^uetfaed  byhisaetioo 
that  he  was  an^rv  with  him^  and  warned 
to  shun  him.  This  made  him  walk  eloee 
to  the  parapet  Abon  Haesan  leaned  over ; 
and  when  he  came  nigh  him,  he  pat  koi 
head  over  to  look  him  in  the  lace.  Ho. 
brother  Abon  Hassan,  said  he,  ■  itrcn* 
I  greet  vou !  Give  me  leave  to  emoraef 
you !  Not  I,  replied  Abon  HaHan,  bririciy. 
without  looking  at  the  pretended  MtHMKil 
merchant ;  I  do  not  greet  you ;  I  will  have 
neither  your  greeting  nor  your  embraeeL 
Go  along! 

What !  answered  the  caliph,  do  vou  not 
know  me?  Do  you  not  remember  the 
evening  we  spent  together  at  your  hoaat 
this  day  month,  where  you  did  me  the  ho- 
nour to  treat  me  very  generously?  No,  re- 
plied Abon  Hassan  m  the  same  tone,  I  do 
not  know^ou.  nor  what  vou  talk  about ;  go^ 
I  cnv  again,  about  your  busines. 

The  caliph  was  not  to  be  daihed  vrith 
this  rude  behavkmr  of  Abon  Hiiwin  He 
knew  very  well  the  law  he  had  impond  on 
himself,  never  to  have  any  commerce  again 
with  a  stranger  he  had  once  entertained  ; 
but  though  Abon  Hanan  had  declared  lo 
much  to  him,  he  pretended  to  be  iFnorant 
of  it.  I  cannot  believe,  said  he,  but  you 
must  know  me  again ;  it  is  not  poflsible  that 
you  should  have  forgotten  me  m  so  short  a 
time.  Certainly  some  misfortune  has  be- 
fallen you,  which  inspires  you  with  thip 
averswn  for  me.  However,  you  ought  to 
remember,  that  I  showed  my  gratitude  hy 
my  good  wishes,  and  that  I  oftered  yeu  my 
interest,  which  is  not  to  be  slighted,  in  an 
affair  which  you  had  very  much  at  heart 

I  do  not  know,  replied  Abon  Haeaan, 
what  your  interest  may  be,  and  I  have  no 
desire  to  make  use  of  it ;  but  I  am  sensible 
the  utmost  of  your  good  wishes  ended  in 
making  me  mad.  In  God's  name,  I  ay, 
once  more,  go  your  way,  and  trouble  me  no 
more. 

Ah !  brother  Abon  Hassan,  replied  the 
caliph,  embracing  him,  1  do  not  intend  to 
part  with  you  in  this  manner,  since  I  haTa 
had  the  good  fortune  to  meet  with  you  a 
second  tune;  >'ou  must  exercise  the  same 
hospitality  towanls  me  again,  that  jtm 
showed  me  a  month  ago,  when  I  had  the 
honour  to  drink  with  you. 

I  have  protested  against  it,  said  Abon 
Hassan,  and  have  so  much  power  over  my- 
self, not  to  receive  a  second  time  such  in 
unluckv  man  as  you.  You  know  the  pfo- 
verb,  Take  up  your  drum  and  bemw.* 
Make  the  application  to  yourself.  How 
often  must  I  repeat  it  ?    CSod  be  with  yoa ! 
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i  ou  hare  been  the  cauae  oCmj  midbrtDi>e, 

ftnd  I  will  not  venture  myselr  with  yen 
afain.  My  good  frieni)  Alx>ii  Hnnan.Ba  <: 
the  caliph,  embracing  him  aeain,  you  Irei  i : 
me  ina  way  1  little  exfiected.  1  ti«gol'v(< 
Dot  10  talk  loroeiu  this  harahmaiuier,bi!' 
be  pemiaded  of  my  friemjihip.  Du  ni' 
the  lavour  to  tell  me  what  has  haiipem  : 
to  you ;  ibr  I  anure  yon,  I  wished  you  we.  I 
Knd  niU  do  ■□  i  and  would  be  glad  of  an 
Opportunity  to  make  you  any  amends  li.t 
the  trouble  I  have  caused  you,  ifit  hii~ 
been  really  my  fault.  Abon  Haaaan  yielil- 
ed  10  the  ivening  instances  ol'  the  ca!ii)]>. 
and  bid  him  sil  down  by  him.  Your  Jii- 
cretlulity  and  importunity,  aaiil  lie,  hai  ■ 
tired  ray  patienM;  and  what  I  am  ifoin^' 
to  tell  you  will  show  you  that  1  do  not  a.- 
cuse  you  wrongliilly.  i 

The  caliph  sal  doivn  by  Abon  Haanri.  ' 
while  he  told  him  all  thai  had  happened  |. 
him,  I'rom  his  waking  in  the  palace  to  h- 
waking  again  in  his  own  house,  all  as   i 
mere  dreani,  wilh  all   the  circumstanc 
which  the  cutiph  knewai  well  aa  himee<:   i 
and  which  renewed  his  pleasure.    Heen 
larged  anerwarddupon  tneimpreeBton  th;<' 
drcum  of  being  cahph  and  commander  <<i 
llie  faithful  made  upon  him,  which  hesai.i 
threw  him  into  such  extravagancies,  th.ii  , 
faia  neighbours  were  obliged  lo  bind  him  I 
as  a  madman,  and  carry  him  to  a  mail- 
house,  where  he  was  treated  in  away  th.u 
must  seem  very  barbarous.    But,  mid  h'.. 
what  will  Mirpriiie  you,  and  what  you  littlt- 
think  olj  i^lhat  it  wasallogelher^'ourfaLjIi 
that ihetK  things  fdl  out;   lor,  if  you  re- 
member, I  dei^ired  you  to  shut  tne  door 
aller  j-ou,  which  you  neglectol,  and  tin- 
devil,  findine  it  open,  put  this  dreani  into 
my  heail,  which,  though  it  was  very  agn^e- 
able,  was  the  cause  o(  the   mielorlMnt-  1 
complain  of:  you,  ttierefore.  for  your  m'gh- 
gence.are  answerable  ibr  iIil-  linrriit  !n<.t 
deto^able  crime  I  was  euillN  '<!'  in  liP  n.; 
my  hand  against  my  niomer,  uli.i  .  I  i. 
have  killed,  and   commideil    \'  I 

blu^h  for  sbime  when  1  thin^  ' 
becaiiGe  she  said  1  was  her  eon,  and  iJ  ' 
would  not  Hcknowleilge  me  for  the  coij; 
maiider  of  the  tiiiitiliiT,  as  1  thought,  at  i! 
posiiivel}'  inEimeii  on  to  lier  tliat  I  was.  Yl  i  < 
are  the  (-ause  of  the  offence  I  have  giv<  ., 
my  neighbours,  when,  tunning  in  at  Li' 
cnes  of  niy  poor  mother,  Ihey  eurprised  i; 
bent  on  knocking  her  down ;  which  wou 
never  have  happened,  il'you  had  (ok-  . 
care  to  shut  my  chamber  door  when  y  ■. 
iveni  away,  ai  I  desired  you.  They  wot  <! 
not  have  come  into  niv  House  without  n  i '. 
leave ;  and,  what  troubles  me  niost  of  a!  I 
I  hey  would  mt  have  been  witness  of  div 
trillv.  I  should  not  have  been  obliged  )i' 
■trike  them  in  my  own  dditnce.  ana  they 
would  not  have  bound  and  fettered  me  to 
carry  me  and  ihut  me  up  in  the  bnpital 

fiirroa^ — "■ — '"" '-- 

thUl 


[md  s 


r  cetved  a  More  oi'  rirokei  with  a  bull's  pis- 
zle.  Abon  Haaean  recounted  hiscomplaiDto 
with  great  heat  and  vehemence  to  the  ca- 
liph, who  knew  better  than  he  what  had 
nned,  and  was  delighted  to  find  that  he 
'  mcceedeil  so  well  in  hia)ilantoihrow 
tnm  into  the  vagaries  he  Kill  was  in.  He 
c:«uld  not  help  bursting  out  a  laushin* 
at  the  simplicity  wherewiih  he  rdated 

Abon  Hassan,  who  thought  that  hissto? 

ahould  rath«r  move  compaesioD,  and  that 
every  one  ought  to  be  as  much  concerned 

.  at  it  as  himseir  very  much  resented  the 

,  pretended  Moossol 

,  What  (  said  he,  do  vi_  _ 

i  and  laugh  in  my  face. 


irelended  Moussol   merchant's  laughter: 
ighal"you  when  1  speak  ■eriouBly'?   ij 


you  want  proof  of  what  I  advance,  look 
here  yourself  and  see  whether  or  no  I  tell 
yon  the  truth:  wilh  that,  suoping  down 
and  baring  hia  ihouldeis,  he  Miowed  tin 
caliph  the  scars  and  weals  the  bull's  pizzle 
had  made. 

The  caliph  could  not  behold  IhoM  obiecli 
without  horror.  He  pitied  poor  Abon  Hae- 
rnnj  and  was  aorry  he  had  carried  the  jert 
so  lor.  Come,  rise,  dear  brother,  nid  he 
to  him  very  aerMMMj,  and  embracmg  Aboo 
Haamn  heartily  in  tua  arms  i  let  ua  go  tD 
vour  house,  and  enjoy  the  happiness  ol 
being  merry  with  you  to-night ;  and  to- 
morrow, if  It  please  God,  all  things  will  go 

Abon  Haann,  notwithstanding  hii  te«v 
lulion  and  onih  never  to  admit  the  same 
Htrangcr  a  second  lime,  could  not  resist  the 
caresMS  of  the  cfllipli,  wtinm  he  alwa^ 
took  for  a  merchant  of  Mousaol.  I  will 
consent,  laid  lie.  if  you  will  swear  to  shut 
my  door  after  )t>ii,  liial  the  devil  may  not 
come  in  to  dlvtrart  mr  brain  again.  The 
caliph  promised  thai  Ke  would ;  upon  which 
thev  bolh  got  up,  walked  towards  the  city, 
and  Ibllowed  by  the  caliph's  slave,  reached 
Abon  Hassan^  house  by  the  time  it  was 

"he  e     .    . 

Hafenn,  said  to  him, _ 

me;  I  promise  you  on  my  honour  I  w  .  __ 
break  my  word.  Aller  this,  you  need  not 
hesitate  to  trust  in  a  person  like  me,  who 
wis^e*  you  all  happiness  and  prosperity,  tjf 
which  you  will  see  the  effects.  I  deaire 
not  that  said  Abon  Hasan,  etoppinc  him 
vhort.  I  yield  to  your  importimity ;  out  I 
dnpenae  with  your  good  wishes,  and  btg 
you  in  God's  name  lo  Ibrm  tmoe  Ibr  me. 
All  the  mischiel  that  has  hitherto  befaUea 
me  arose  purely  fmn  those  you  minMdr 
exprened  Ibr  lue,  and  from  your  leayinc 
the  door  open.  Well,  replied  the  caliph, 
still  lau^hirtg  at  the  miigmded  iraariHk- 
tioD  of  Abon  Hanan,  wice  ycm  will  ha*a 

'  so,  be  it  so ;   I  priMnise  you  I  will  K'^ 


lor  roadmen,  where  I  tmnn  jroueveir day 


sMuejroueveirt 
Id  in  tW  bell.  I 
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TDur  word,  and  I  ehall  forgive  3^ou  all  the 


As  800D  as  Ahon  HasBan  entered  the 
doors,  he  called  for  his  mother  and  for  can- 
fUes,  and  desired  his  guest  to  sit  down  up- 
on a  sofa,  and  then  placed  himself  by  him. 
A  little  time  after,  supper  was  brought  up, 
and  thev  both  fell  to  without  ceremony. 
When  they  had  done,  Abon  Hassan's  mo- 
ther cleared  the  table,  set  on  a  small  des- 
sert of  fruit,  wine  ana  glasses  by  her  son, 
and  withdrew,  and  appeared  no  more. 
Abon  Hassan  first  filled  his  own  glass,  and 
then  the  caliph's ;  and  afler  •  they  had 
drank  some  time,  and  talked  of  indifferent 
matters,  the  caliph  perceiving  that  his  host 

g-ew  warm  with  liqiior,  be^an  to  talk  of 
vCj  and  asked  him  if  he  had  everielt  that 
passion. 

Brother,  replied  Abon  Hassan,  familiarly, 
thinking  nis  guest  was  his  equal,  I  never 
looked  upon  love  or  marriage  but  as  a 
riavery,  to  which  I  was  always  unwilling 
to  submit;  and  must  own  to  vou,  that! 
never  loved  any  thing  but  good  cheer  and 
good  wine ;  in  short,  to  divert  and  entertain 
myself  afreeablv  with  my  friends.  Yet  I 
do  not  tell  you  that  I  am  so  indifferent  to 
marriage  or  incapable  of  attachment,  if  I 
could  meet  with  a  woman  of  such  beauty 
and  sweetness  of  temper  as  her  I  saw  in 
mv  dream  on  that  fatal  night  I  first  receiv- 
ed you  into  my  house,  ana  you,  to  my  mis- 
fortune, lefl  my  door  open,  who  would  pass 
the  whole  night  with  me  drinking,  singing, 
and  playing  on  some  instrument,  and  m 
agreecd)1e  conversation,  and  who  would 
study  to  please  and  divert  me :  I  believe, 
on  the  contrary,  I  should  change  all  my 
indifference  into  a  perfect  attachinent  to 
such  a  person,  and,  1  think,  should  live  very 
happily  with  ner.  But  where  is  such  a  wo- 
man to  be  found  but  in  the  caliph's  palace, 
or  in  those  of  the  grand  vizier  or  some 
great  lords  of  the  court  who  want  no  mo- 
ney to  provide  them  ?  I  choose  therefore  to 
stick  close  to  my  bottle,  which  is  a  much 
cheaper  pleasure,  and  which  I  can  enjoy 
as  well  as  they.  Sajnng  these  words,  he 
filled  out  his  own  and  the  cali])h's  ^lass, 
and  said.  Come,  take  your  glass,  and  let  us 
pursue  this  charming  pleasure. 

When  they  had  drank  off  their  wine,  It 
IS  great  pity,  sakl  the  caliph,  that  so  gallant 
a  man  as  you,  who  owns  himself  not  in- 
sensible of  love,  should  lead  so  solitary  a 
hie.  I  prefer  the  easy  quiet  life  I  live,  re- 
plied Abon  Hassan,  before  the  company  of 
a  wife,  whose  beauty  might  not  please  me, 
and  who,  besides,  might  create  me  a  great 
deal  of  trouble  by  her  imperfections  and  ill- 
humour.  The  conversation  lasted  a  long 
time,  and  the  caliph  secin?  Abon  Hassan 
had  drank  up  to  the  pitch  ne  desired,  said. 
Let  me  alone,  since  you  have  the  same  good 
taste  as  every  other  honest  man.  I  warrant 
you  I  will  find  vpu  one  that  shall  please 
yon.   Then  taloDg  Abon  HaaanVi  g^Bm, 


and  putting  a  pineh  of  the  wane  powder 
into  it  a^ain,  filled  him  up  a  bumper  and 
presenting  it  to  him,  sai<l.  Come  let  us  drink 
beforehand  the  fair  lady^  health,  who  is 
to  make  you  happy.  I  am  sure  yoa  will 
like  her. 

Abon  Hassan  took  the  glass  laughing', 
and  shaking  his  head,  said,  Be  it  so;  since 
you  desire  it,  I  cannot  be  {piilty  of  so  great 
a  piece  of  incivility,  nor  disoblige  aguesiof 
so  much  merit  in  such  a  trifling  matter.  I 
will  drink  the  ]sLdy*9  health  yen  proroiK 
me,  though  I  am  very  well  contented  as  I 
am,  and  do  not  rely  on  your  promise.  But 
no  sooner  had  Abon  Hassan  drank  off  his 
bumper,  than  he  was  seized  with  as  deep 
a  sleep  as  before,  and  the  cali|4i  ordered 
the  same  slave  to  take  him  and  carry  him 
to  the  palace.  The  slave  did  so,  and  the 
caliph,  who  did  not  intend  to  send  back 
Abon  Hassan  as  befbre,  shut  the  door  after 
him,  as  he  had  promisea,  and  ibUowed  the 
slave  carrying  Abon  Hassan. 

When  they  arrived  at  the  palace,  die 
caliph  ordered  Abon  Hassan  to  be  laid  on  a 
sofa,  in  the  fourth  hall,  from  whence  he 
was  carried  home  fast  asleep  a  nnonth  be- 
fore ;  but  first  he  bid  them  put  him  on  the 
same  habit  which  he  acted  the  cahph  in, 
which  was  done  forthwith  before  him.  He 
then  sent  every  body  to  bed^  and  charged 
all  the  eunuchs,  officers,  ladies,  and  musi- 
cians who  were  in  the  hall,  when  be  drank 
the  last  glass  of  wine  which  had  put  him  to 
sleep,  tohe  there  by  daybreak,  and  to  take 
care  to  act  their  parts  well  when  he  should 
awake.  He  then  went  to  bed,  charging 
Mesrour  to  awake  him  befbre  they  went 
into  the  hall,  that  he  might  conceal  him- 
self in  the  closet  as  befbre. 

Mesrour,  at  the  hour  appointed,  awaken- 
ed the  caliph,  who  immediately  rose  find 
went  to  the  hail  where  Abon  Hassan  lay 
fast  asleep,  and  when  he  had  placed  him- 
self in  his  closet,  Mesrour  and  the  other 
oflicers,  ladies  and  musicians,  who  waited 
for  him,  went  in,  and  placed  thcmseK'es 
about  the  sofa,  so  as  not  to  hinder  the  ca- 
liph from  Feeing  what  passed,  and  noticing 
all  his  actions. 

Things  bein^r  thus  disposed,  and  the 
caliph's  powder  having  had  itsofiect,  Abon 
Hassan  began  to  awake  without  openine 
his  eyes,  and  threw  ofi*  the  phlegm,  wliicn 
was  received  in  a  gold  bacdn  as  Ixifbre.  In 
that  moment  the  seven  bands  of  miwciam 
joined  their  charming  voices  to  the  sound 
of  hautboys,  fifes,  flutes  and  other  instru- 
ments, forming  a  very  agreeable  concert. 
Abon  Hassan  was  in  great  surprise  to  hrar 
that  delightful  harmony ;  but  when  he 
opened  h»  eyes,  and  saw  the  ladies  and 
officers  about  him,  whom  he  thought  be 
knew  again,  his  amazement  incMsed. 
The  hall  that  he  was  in.  seemed  to  be  the 
same  he  saw  in  his  first  dream,  and  he  ob- 
served the  same  lustres,  and  the  aune  fiar* 
niture  and  oroamentfl. 


ARABIAN  NIGHTS  ENTERTA^mBNTa 


The  eoQoert  eeaaed,  to  give  the  caliph  an 
opportunity  of  attending  to  the  Gountenfiuice 
or  nis  new  guest,  ana  all  that  he  might 
say  in  his  surprise.  The  ladies,  Mesrour. 
and  all  the  omcers  of  the  ch.imber,  waited 
in  profound  and  respecti'ul  silence.  Abon 
Hassan  bit  his  finger,  and  cried  loud  enough 
far  the  caliph  to  near  him,  Alas !  I  am  fal- 
len again  into  the  same  dream  and  illusion 
that  nappened  to  me  a  month  ago,  and 
must  expect  again  the  bull's  pizzle  and 
iron  caffe  at  (he  madliouse.  AlmiglityGod, 
added  he,  I  commit  myself  into  the  hands 
of  thy  divine  providence.  He  was  a  wick- 
ed man  that  I  entertained  at  my  house 
last  night,  who  has  been  the  cause  ol'  this 
illusion,  and  the  hardships  I  ma<t  underga 
The  base  wretch  swore  to  shut  the  door 
ailer  him,  but  did  not,  and  the  devil  came 
in  and  has  turned  my  brain  with  this 
wicked  dream  of  beinf  commander  of  the 
faithful,  and  other  phantoms  which  be- 
witch my  eyes.  God  coiilbund  thee,  Sa- 
tan, and  cnish  thee  under  some  mountain 
of  stones. 

Af>er  these  last  words,  Abon   Hassan 
closed  his  eyes,  and  remained  sometime 
thoughtful  and  very  much  perplexed ;  then 
opemn^  them  again,  and  looking  about 
him,  cried  out  a  second  time  witii  ^  sur- 
prise, and  smiling  at  the  various  objects  be- 
fore him.  Great  God  !  I  commit  my^If  into 
the  hands  of  thy  providence ;  preserve  me 
from  the  temptations  of  Satan.  Then  shut  - 
ting  them  again,  he  said.  I  know  what  I 
win  do:    I  will  go  to  sleep  until  Satan 
leaves  me.  and  returns  as  he  came,  were  I 
to  wait  till  noon.    They  did  not  give  Iiim 
time  to  go  to  sleep  again,  as  he  had 
promised  himself:  for  Strength  of  Hearts, 
one  of  the  ladies  whom  he  had  seen  before, 
approached,  and  sitting  down  on  the  sola 
by  nim.  said  to  him  respectfully,  Commsmd- 
er  of  the  faithful,  I  mtreat  your  majestv 
to  forgive  me  for  taking  the  liberty  to  tell 
you  not  to  go  to  sleep ;  day  appears,  and  it 
IS  time  to  nse.    Bee^one,  Satan !  answered 
Abon  Hassan,  raising  his  \'oice :  but  look- 
ing upon  the  lady,  he  saki,  is  it  me  you  call 
the  commander  of  the  taithful  ?   Certainly 
you  take  me  lor  somebody  else.    It  is  to 
your  majesty  I  give  that  title,  replied  tlie 
lady,  to  whom  it  belongs,  as  you  are  sove- 
reign of  the  Mussulman  world,  and  I  am 
your  most   humble  slave.    Undoubtedly, 
added  she,  your  majesty  means  to  divert 
yourself  by  pretending  to  have  forgotten 
yourself,  or  tnis  is  the  effect  of  some  trou- 
blesome dream ;  but  if  you  would  but  open 
your  eyes,  the  mists  whksh  may  disturb 
your  imagination  will  soon  be  dispelled, 
and  you  will  find  yourself  in  your  own  pal- 
ace, i>urrounded  by  yourofiicerB  and  slaves, 
who  all  wait  your  commands :   and  that 
your  majesty  may  not  be  surprised  to  find 
yourself  in  this  hall,  and  not  m  bed,  I  beg 
leave  to  tell  you,  that  you  fell  so  soddenly 
asleep  last  night,  that  we  were  unwilling 


to  wake  you.  to  oonduct  you  Co  yeurchaa- 
her,  but  laid  you  carefully  upon  the  sofiu 
In  short,  she  said  to  him  so  many  things 
that  appeared  probable,  that  at  last  he  sat 
up,  opened  his  eyes,  and  recollected  her  and 
all  the  ladies  again.  They  all  drew  near, 
and  she  who  spoke  first,  resuming  the  dis* 
coui^se,  said,  Conunander  of  the  faithfi^ 
and  vicar  of  the  prophet  on  earth,  be  ool 
displeased  if  I  acquamt  your  mcOesty  oooe 
more  that  it  is  time  to  rise,  lor  day  ap» 
pears. 

You  are  very  troublesome  and  importvi* 
nate,  replied  Abon  Haauin,  rubbing  hb 
eyes:  I  am  not  the  commander  of  the  faitb- 
ful,  but  Abon  Hassan ;  I  know  it  well,  and 
you  shall  not  persuade  me  otherwise.  We 
do  not  know  that  Abon  Hassan  your  ma- 
jesty speaks  of.  nor  desire  to  know  him,  ai>- 
swerea  tlie  lady ;  but  we  know  you  to  be 
commander  of  the  believers,  and  you  can* 
not  persuade  us  to  the  contrary. 

Abon  Hassan  looking  about,  and  finding 
himself  in  the  same  hall,  attributed  all  he 
saw  and  heanl  to  such  a  dream  as  he  had 
before,  and  very  much  feared  the  dreadful 
consequences.  God  have  mercy  on  me ! 
said  he,  lifting  up  his  hands  and  eyes,  like 
a  man  who  knew  not  where  he  was ;  1  com* 
mit  myself  into  his  hands.  I  cannot  doubt, 
after  what  I  have  seen,  but  that  the  devil, 
who  came  into  my  chamber,  possesses  me, 
and  fills  my  imaginatbn  full  of  all  these 
vkions. 

The  caliph,  who  saw  him  all  the  time, 
and  heard  these  acclamations,  began 
laughing  so  heartily,  that  he  had  much 
ado  to  iorbear  bursting  into  kmd  laugh- 
ter. 

Abon  Hassan  laying  himself  down  again, 
and  shutting  his  eyes,  the  same  lady  again 
said.  Commander  of  the  liiithtul,  since  your 
majesty  does  not  rise,  after  we  have,  ac- 
cording to  our  duty,  informed  you  it  was 
day,  smd  the  despatch  of  business  requires 
your  presence,  we  shall  use  the  liberty  you 
give  us  in  such  cases.  Then  taking  nim 
by  one  arm,  and  calling  to  one  of  the  other 
ladies  to  do  the  same  by  tlie  other,  they 
lifted  him  up.  and  carried  him  into  the 
middle  of  the  hall,  where  they  set  him  on 
his  breech,  and  takin|^  all  hands,  danced 
and  skip|)ed  round  hmi  while  the  musie 
played  and  rattled  in  his  ears. 

Abon  Hassan  was  in  an  inexpressible 
perplexity  of  mind,  and  said.  What !  am  I 
mdcod  ccuiph,  and  commander  of  the  faith- 
ful ?  And  in  the  uncertainty  he  was  in, 
would  have  said  something  more,  but  the 
music  was  so  loud,  that  he  could  not  be 
heard.  At  last  he  made  a  sign  to  String 
of  Pearls  and  Morning  Star,  two  of  the  la- 
dies who  were  dancing,  that  he  wanted  to 
speak  with  them ;  upon  whkh  they  forbore, 
and  went  to  him.  I>o  not  lie  now,  said  he, 
but  tell  me  truly  who  I  am  ? 

Commander  of  the  &ithftii,  replied  Mocn- 
ing  Star,  your  majesty  means  either  to 
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gorpHie  XM,  by  aridng  thk  question,  as  if 
you  did  not  know  that  you  are  commander 
of  the  faithful,  and  the  vicar  on  earth  of 
the  prophet  of  God,  master  of  both  worlds, 
that  whereon  we  now  are  and  that  to  come 
aAer  death,  or  else  you  must  have  had 
tome  very  extraordinary  dream  to-ni^ht, 
which  ha«  made  you  forget  who  j^ou  are ; 
which  may  very  well  be,  considering  that 
your  majesty  has  slept  longer  to-night  than 
ordinary:  however,  if  you  will  ^ive  me 
leave,  I  will  refresh  your  memorv  with  what 
pMtfed  3re8terday.  Then  she  told  him  how 
he  went  to  the  council,  punished  the  iman, 
and  the  four  old  men,  and  sent  a  present 
by  his  grand  vizier  of  a  thousand  pieces  of 
gold  to  the  mother  of  one  Abon  Hassan ; 
what  he  did  in  the  inner  part  of  the  palace, 
and  what  passed  at  the  three  meals  which 
he  took  in  the  three  halls,  and  how  in  the 
fourth  your  majesty  did  us  the  honour  to 
make  us  sit  down  by  you,  to  hear  our  songs. 
and  receive  wine  from  our  hands,  imtil 
your  majesty  fell  so  fast  asleep,  as  Strenfj^ 
of  Hearts  aoB  told  you.  From  that  time 
jrour  majesty  has  continued,  contrary  to 
custom,  in  a  sound  sleep  until  now. — 
Strength  of  Hearts,  all  your  other  slaves, 
and  the  officers  present,  can  confirm  what 
I  say,  and  it  is  now  time  you  should  go  to 
prayers. 

Very  well,  replied  Abon  Hassan,  shaking 
his  head,  you  would  have  roe  believe  all 
this :  but  I  tell  70U,  you  are  all  tools,  or 
mad,  and  that  is  a  sreat  pity,  for  you  are 
very  pretty.  Since  I  saw  you  I  have  been 
at  home,  where  I  used  my  mother  so  ill  that 
they  sent  me  to  a  mad-house,  and  kept  me 
there  three  weeks  against  my  will,  and  beat 
me  every  day  with  a  bull's  pizzle,  and  yet 
you  would  make  me  believe  all  thn  to  be  a 
dream.  Commander  of  the  faithiul,  an- 
swered Morning  Star,  you  are  mistaken ; 
we  are  all  ready  to  swear  by  all  that  your 
majesty  holds  most  dear  that  all  you  tell 
is  a  dream.  You  never  stirred  out  of  this 
hall  since  yesterday.but  slept  here  all  night 
long. 

The  confidence  with  which  the  Ijidy 
assured  Abon  Hassan  that  all  she  said  was 
truth,  and  that  he  had  never  been  out  of  tlic 
hall  since  that  time,  made  him  not  know 
what  to  believe,  but  bewildered  his  senses. 
O  Heaven !  said  he  to  himself,  am  I  Abon 
Hassan,  or  the  commander  of  the  faithful  ? 
Almighty  God,  enlighten  my  undei-stand- 
ing,  and  inform  me  of  the  truth,  that  I  may 
know  what  to  trust  to.  T  hen  he  uncovered 
his  shoulders,  and  ^ewed  the  ladies  the 
livid  weals  of  the  blows  he  had  received. 
Look,  said  he ;  judge  whether  these  strokes 
could  come  to  me  in  a  dream,  or  when  I 
was  asleep.  For  my  part,  I  can  affirm,  that 
they  were  real  bkiws ;  1  leel  the  smart  of 
them  ye^  and  that  is  a  testimonial  there  is 
no  room  to  doubt  of.  Now  if  I  received 
tliese  strokes  in  niy  sleep,  it  in  the  most  ex- 


traordinary thing  in  the  world,  aud  lor- 
passes  my  comprehension. 

In  this  uncertainty  Abon  Hassan  called  to 
one  of  the  officers  that  stood  round  him : 
Come  hither,  said  he,  and  bite  the  tip  of 
niy  ear,  that  I  mav  know  whether  I  am 
asleep  or  awake.  The  officer  obeyed  him, 
and  bit  so  hard  that  he  made  him  cry  out 
horridly ;  the  music  struck  up  at  the  same 
time,  and  the  officers  and  ladies  all  besan 
to  sing,  dance,  and  skip  about  Abon  Has- 
san, and  made  such  a  noise,  that  he  was  in 
perfect  enthusiasm,  and  played  a  thousand 
merry  tricks.  He  tore  on' his  caliph's  habit, 
threw  off  his  turban,  and  jumped  up  in  his 
shirt  and  drawers,  and  taking  hoki  of  two 
of  the  ladies'  hands,  fell  a  dancing  and 
singing  and  jumping  and  cutting  capeia 
that  the  caliph  could  not  contain  himndf, 
but  burst  into  such  violent  laughter  at  this 
sudden  pleasantry  of  Abon  Hassan,  that  he 
fell  backwards,  and  made  a  greater  noise 
than  all  the  musbians  together.  He  was 
60  ions  before  he  could  check  himself,  that 
it  hadf  like  to  have  hurt  him.  At  last  he 
got  up,  and  opened  the  lattice,  and  putting 
out  his  head,  cried  out,  Abon  Hassan,  Abon 
HasRan,  have  you  a  mind  to  kill  me  with 
laughing  ? 

As  soon  as  the  caliph's  voice  was  heard, 
every  body  was  silent,  and  Abon  Hassan, 
among  the  rest,  who,  turning  his  head  to 
see  from  whence  the  vok^e  came,  knew  the 
caliph,  and  the  Moussol  merchant,  but  was 
not  m  the  least  dashed ;  on  the  contrary,  he 
found  that  he  was  awake,  and  all  that  had 
happened  to  him  was  matter  of  tact  and 
not  a  dream.  He  entered  into  the  calinti*? 
pleaf^ntry  and  intention.  Ha !  ha !  saiti  he. 
looking  at  him  with  good  assurance,  vou 
are  a  merchant  of  Moussol,  and  complain 
that  I  would  kill  you;  you  have  been  tiie 
occasion  of  my  using  my  mother  so  ill.  and 
being  sent  to  a  mad-house.  It  was  yoa 
who  treated  the  iman  and  the  lour  laclieiU 
in  the  manner  they  were  used,  and  t)ot  nte ; 
I  wash  my  hands  of  it  It  was  you  who 
have  been  the  cause  of  all  my  disonien 
and  sutFcrinffs:  in  short,  you  are  the  <if* 
gregor,  and  I  the  injured  person. 

Indeed,  you  arc  in  the  riffht  of  it,  Abon 
Hassan,  answered  tlie  caliph,  laughing  ali 
tht;  while ;  but  to  comfort  you.  and  make 
you  amends  for  all  your  trounle^,  1  call 
Heaven  to  witne&i,  I  am  ready  and  willinj^ 
to  make  vou  whin  reparatkni  you  please  to 
ask.  Alter  these  words,  he  came  out  ol 
liie  closet  into  the  hall,  and  ordered  one  ol 
his  most  magnificent  habits  to  be  brou^'hl, 
and  commanded  tlie  ladies  to  dress  Aooo 
Hassan  in  it ;  and  when  they  had  done  to. 
lie  said,  embracing  him,  Tliou  art  my 
brother;  ask  what  thou  w^ilu  aiul  thw 
shalt  have  it 

Conmianderof  the  faithful,  replied  Ahon 
HaKKnn,  I  beg  of  your  majesty  to  do  me  tlie 
liivour  to  telfme  wliat  you  did  to  dii4uib 
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my  brain  in  this  manner^  and  what  was 
joar  design ;  for  it  is  a  thing  of  the  ereat- 
est  impmtanee  for  me  to  know,  that  i  may 
perfectly  recover  my  senses. 

The  caliph  was  ready  to  give  him  that 
•atisfaction,  and  said,  f^irst  you  are  to 
know,  that  I  oflen  disguise  myself  and 
particularly  at  night,  to  observe  if  alf  goes 
riffht  in  Bagdad ;  and  as  I  wish  to  know 
^lat  passes  in  its  environs,  I  set  apart  the 
first  day  ot*  every  month  to  make  a  tour 
about  it,  sometimes  on  one  side,  and  some- 
times on  another,  and  always  return  by 
the  bridge.  The  evening  that  you  invited 
me  to  supper,  I  had  been  taking  my  rounds, 
and  in  our  conversatbn  you  told  me,  that 
the  only  thing  you  wished  for  was  to  be  ca- 
liph for  four-and-twenty  hours,  to  punish 
the  iman  of  your  mosque  and  his  four  coun- 
sellors. I  fancied  that  this  desire  of  yours 
would  afford  me  a  great  deal  of  diverBk>n, 
and  thought  imm^iately  how  I  might 
procure  you  that  satisfaction.  I  had  about 
me  a  certain  powder,  which  immediately 
throws  the  person  who  takes  it  into  a  sound 
sleep  for  a  certain  time.  I  put  a  dose  of  it, 
without  being  perceived  by  you,  into  the 
la?t  glass  I  presented  you.  upon  which  you 
fell  fast  asleep,  and  I  ordered  my  slave  to 
carry  you  to  my  palace,  and  came  away 
without  shutting  the  door.  I  have  no  oc- 
caskm  to  repeat  what  happened  at  my 
palace  when  you  awaked,  and  during  the 
whole  day  till  evening ;  but  after  you  had 
been  regaled  by  my  orders,  one  of  the 
slaves  wno  waited  on  you  put  another  dose 
of  the  same  powdnr  at  night  into  a  glass 
she  gave  you  ;  you  f«!ll  a«leep  as  before,  and 
the  same  slave  c^irried  you  home,  and  left 
the  door  open.  You  have  told  me  all  that 
happened  to  you  afterwards.  I  never  ima- 
gined that  you  could  have  suffered  so  much 
as  you  have  done.  But  as  I  have  a  great 
regard  for  you,  I  will  do  every  thing  to 
comfort  you,  and  make  you  forget  all  your 
EufTerings;  think  of  what  I  can  do  to 
please  you,  and  ask  me  twldly  what  you 
wish. 

Commander  of  the  faithful,  replied  Abon 
Hassan,  how  great  soever  my  tortures  may 
have  been,  they  ai«  all  blotted  out  of  my 
remembrance,  as  soon  as  I  understand  my 
Foverciff  n  lord  and  master  had  any  share  in 
them.  I  doubt  not  in  the  least  oi  your  ma- 
jesty's liounty :  but  as  interert  never  go- 
verned me,  and  von  crive  me  liberty  to  ask 
a  favour,  I  beg  that  it  may  be  that  of  bav- 
in*:^ arci^sK  to  your  jH^rson,  to  have  the  hap- 
pincw  of  admirin«j,  all  my  lifetime,  your 
gnindeur. 

This  last  proof  of  disintere^ttodness  in 
Abon  Ilas^n  completed  the  eiiteem  the 
ciiliph  had  entertained  for  him.  I  am 
pIciL^ed  with  your  request,  said  the  caliph, 
an*!  ^ranl  you  free  acre**  to  my  person  at 
all  tinicss  and  all  hours.  At  the  same  time, 
he  aj«si£rned  him  an  apartment  in  the  pa- 
lacr,  and,  in  regard  to  his  pcnsKMi,  told  him 

2r.2 


that  he  would  not  have  him  apphr  to 
treasurer,  but  come  always  to  him  for  an  or- 
der upon  him ;  and  immediately  ordered  his  ^ 
private  treasurer  to  give  him  a  purse  con- 
taining a  thousand  pieces  of  geld.  Aboo 
Hassan  made  a  low  bow ;  and  the  cali|^ 
left  him  to  go  to  council. 

Abon  Hassan  took  this  opjportunity  to  go 
and  inform  his  mother  of  his  good  fortune, 
and  what  had  happened,  which  he  told  her 
was  not  a  dream ;  for  that  he  had  actually 
been  caliph,  and  had  acted  as  such,  and  re- 
ceived ail  the  honours,  and  that  she  had 
no  reason  to  doubt  it,  since  he  had  it  con 
firmed  by  the  caliph  himself. 

It  was  not  long  hefore  this  storv  of  Abon 
Hassan  was  spr^ul  over  Bagdad,  and  car-  \ 
ried  into  all  the  provinces  both  far  and 
near,  without  the  omisBion  of  a  single  cir^ 
cumstance. 

The  new  favourite,  Abon  Hassan,  was 
always  with  the  csiliph ;  for,  as  he  was  a 
man  of  a  pleasant  temper,  and  created 
mirth  wherever  he  went  by  his  wit  and 
pleasantry,  the  caliph  could  not  live  with- 
out him.  He  formed  no  party  of  diversk)n 
without  him,  and  sometimes  carried  him 
alon^  with  him  to  see  his  consort  Zobiede, 
to  whom  he  had  told  his  story,  which  so 
highly  pleased  him,  as  it  did  Zobiede; 
who  ob6er\'e<l  that  every  time  he  came 
with  tlie  caliph,  he  had  his  eyes  alwa>'s fix- 
ed upon  one  of  her  slaves,  called  Nouzha- 
toul-aouadat,  (which  is  to  say,  renewed 
pleasure,)  and  resolved  to  tell  the  caliph  of 
It.  Commander  of  the  faithful,  said  that 
princess  one  day,  you  do  not  observe  so  well 
as  I,  that  every  time  Abon  Hassan  at- 
tends vou  in  your  visits  to  me,  he  never 
keeps  niseyes  off  Nouzhatoul-aouadat,  and 
mates  her  blush,  which  is  almost  a  certain 
si^  that  she  entertains  no  aversion  for 
him.  If  you  approve  of  it,  we  will  make  a 
match  between  them. 

Madam,  replied  the  caliph,  you  put  me 
in  mind  of  a  thing  which  I  ought  to  have 
done  before  now.  I  know  Abon  Hawsan's 
opinion  respecting  marriage  from  himself, 
and  have  always  promised  him  a  wife  that 
should  please  him.  I  am  glad  vou  men- 
tioned It ;  for  I  know  not  now  I  came  to 
forget  it  But  it  is  better  that  Abon  Has- 
san should  follow  his  own  inclination,  and 
choose  for  himself;  and  if  Nouzhatoul* 
aouadat  is  not  averse  to  it,  we  ought  not  to 
hesitate  upon  their  marriage ;  and  since 
they  are  both  present,  they  have  only  to 
say  that  they  consent 

Abon  Hassan  threw  himself  at  the  ca- 
liph's and  Zobeide's  feet  to  show  the  sense 
he  had  of  their  goodness  to  him :  and,  rising 
up,  said.  I  cannot  receive  a  wife  from  bet- 
ter hands,  but  dare  not  hope  that  Nouzha- 
toul-aouadat will  give  me  her  hand  as  rea- 
dily as  I  give  her  mine.  At  these  words  he 
looked  upon  the  princess's  slave,  who 
showed  by  her  respectflil  silence,  and  the 
sudden  blush  that  arose  in  her  cheeks,  that 
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Ae  was  disposed  to  obey  the  caliph  and 
her  mistrees  Zobiede. 

The  marriage  was  solemnized,  and  the 
nuptials  celebrated  in  the  palace  with 
freat  rejoicing,  which  lasted  several  days. 
Srabeidei  in  pleasure  to  the  caliph,  made 
her  slave  considerabli^ presents,  and  the  ca- 
liph did  the  same  to  Abon  Hassan.  Tlie 
bnde  was  conducted  to  the  apartment  the 
caUph  had  aasi^ned  Abon  Hassan,  who 
waited  for  her  with  all  the  impatience  of  a 
bridegroom,  and  received  her  with  the 
•ound  of  ail  sorts  of  instruments,  and  mu- 
flicians  of  both  sexes,  who  made  tlie  air 
echo  again  with  their  concert 

Ailer  these  feasts  and  rejoicing,  which 
lasted  several  days,  the  new  mamea  couple 
were  lei\  to  pursue  their  loves  in  peace. — 
Abon  Hassan  and  his  spouse  were  charm- 
ed with  each  other,  and  lived  together  in 
perfect  union,  and  seldom  were  asunder, 
but  when  either  he  paid  his  respects  to  the 
ealiplL  or  she  to  Zooeide.  Indeed,  Nouz- 
hatoui-aouadat  was  endued  with  every 

Salification  capable  of  gaining  Abon 
as88  h  love  and  attachment,  and  was 
just  '«o  jh  a  wife  as  he  described  to  the  ca- 
liph, jid  fit  to  sit  at  the  head  of  his  tabic. 
\r :  ii  these  dispositions  they  could  not  i'ail 
*i»  /ass  their  lives  agreeably.  They  kept  a 
/,ood  table,  covered  with  the  nicest  and 
choicest  rarities  in  season,  by  an  excellent 
cook,  who  took  upon  him  to  provide  every 
thing.  Their  sideboard  was  always  stored 
with  exauisite  wines,  placed  within  their 
reach  when  at  table,  where  they  enjoyed 
themselves  in  an  agreeable  tete-a-tete, 
and  aflerwards  entertained  each  other 
with  some  pleasantry  or  other,  which 
made  them  laugh  more  or  less,  as  they 
had  in  tlie  day  met  with  something  to  di- 
vert them ;  and  in  the  evenings,  which 
they  consecrated  to  mirth,  they  had  gene- 
rally some  slight  repast  of  dried  sweet- 
meats, choice  fruits,  and  cakes;  and  at 
each  glass  invited  each  other  by  new  son^s 
to  drink,  and  sometimes  accompanied  their 
voices  with  a  lute,  or  other  uistrumcnts, 
which  they  could  twtli  touch. 

Abon  Hassan  and  Nouzhatoul-aouadat 
led  this  pleasant  life  a  long  time,  unattcn- 
tive  to  exnense,  when  the  caterer,  who  dis- 
bursed ail  tlie  monev  for  these  expenses, 
brought  them  in  a  long  bill,  in  hope  of 
having^  an  advance  of  money.  They 
found  It,  too  late,  to  be  so  considerable  a 
sum,  including  the  wedding  clothes  and 
jewels  for  the  bride,  that  all  the  protients 
that  the  caliph  and  the  princess  Zobiede 
had  given  them  at  their  marriage  were 
but  just  enough  to  pay  him.  Tins  made 
them  reflect  seriously  on  what  was  passed, 
which,  however,  was  no  remedy  lor  the 
present  evil.  But  they  agreed  to  pav  tlie 
caterer ;  and  having  sent  for  him.  paid  him 
all  thev  owed  him,  without  considering  the 
difficulty  they  would  be  in  immediately 
afier. 


The  caterer  went  away  vary  wdl  _ 
ed  to  receive  so  large  a  sum  of  ready  mo- 
ncy,  though  Abon  Hassao  and  his  wife 
were  not  so  well  satisfied  with  aeeiii^  the 
bottom  of  their  purse,  but  remained  HoDg 
time  silent,  and  verv  much  cmbairased  to 
find  themselves  reduced  to  that  eondiitiOQ 
the  very  first  year  of  their  marriage. 
Abon  Hassan  remembered  that  the  ca- 
liph, when  ho  took  liim  into  the  palace, 
promised  never  to  let  him  want  any 
thing ;  but  when  he  considered  how  prodi- 
gal he  had  been  of  his  money  in  so  snoct  a 
time,  he  was  unwilling  to  expose  himttlf 
to  Uie  shame  of  letting  the  caliph  know 
the  ill  use  he  had  made  of  what  he  bad 
given  him,  and  that  he  wanted  more. 
Besides,  he  had  made  over  his  patrimai^ 
to  his  mother,  as  soon  as  the  caliph  re- 
ceived him  near  his  person,  and  was  afraid 
to  go  to  her,  lest  she  should  find  that  he 
had  returned  to  the  same  extraTaganee 
he  had  been  guilty  of  after  his  father^ 
death.  His  wife,  on  the  other  hand,  look- 
ed upon  Zobeide's  generosity,  and  the  li- 
berty she  liad  given  her  to  marry,  af 
more  than  a  suiticient  recompense  lor  her 
service,  and  thought  she  had  not  a  ri^  to 
ask  more. 

Abon  Hassan  at  last  broke  silence,  and, 
looking  upon  his  wife,  said,  I  see  yea  are 
in  the  same  embarrassment  as  mynC  aod 
are  thinking  what  we  must  do  in  thii  oa- 
happy  juncture,  when  our  money  fails  xm 
80  unexpectedly.  I  do  not  know  wiiat  your 
sentiments  may  be,  but  mine  are,  let  what 
will  happen,  not  to  retrench  our  expenses 
in  the  least ;  and  I  believe  ^ou  will  come 
into  my  opinion.  The  point  is,  how  to  sup- 
port them  without  stooping  to  ask  the  ca- 
liph or  Zobeide ;  and  I  thmk  I  have  faUea 
on  the  means ;  but  we  must  both  assist  each 
otlicr. 

This  discourse  of  Abon  Hassan  very 
much  pleased  his  wife,  and  gave  her  sooie 
hopes.  I  wiis  tliinking  so  as  well  as  you, 
said  she,  but  durst  not  explain  my  thoughts, 
because  I  did  not  know  how  to  help  our- 
selves ;  and  must  confess,  that  what  you 
tell  me  gives  me  a  great  deal  of  pleasure: 
But  since  you  say  you  have  (bund  out  a 
way,  and  my  assistance  is  necessarr,  you 
need  but  to  tell  me,  and  I  will  do  all  that 
lies  in  my  power. 

I  was  sure,  replied  Abon  Hassan,  that  yoQ 
would  not  tail  in  tliis  business,  which  coo- 
ccrns  us  both ;  and  therefore  I  roust  tell 
you,  this  want  of  money  has  ma<le  me  think 
of  a  plan  w^hich  will  supply  us  with  socoe; 
at  least  for  a  time.  It  consists  in  a  little 
trick  we  will  put,  I  upon  the  caliph,  and 
you  upon  Zobeide,  and  at  which,  I  am  suxe, 
they  will  botli  be  diverted,  and  it  will  an- 
swer very  well  to  us.  You  and  I  will  bcch 
die.  Not  I,  indeed,  interrupted  Nouzhattml- 
aouadat ;  you  may  die  by  youraelf)  if  )"0U 
will ;  I  am  not  so  weary  of  this  bfe,  aod, 
whether  3'ou  are  plca^  or  not,  will  ool 
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sar 


CM  10  eoun.  If  you  have  nothing  else  to 
propose  than  that,  ywi  may  do  it  oy  your- 
weHii  for  I  awure  you  I  shall  not  join  3^011. 

You  are  a  woman,  I  mean  ot'giich  viva- 
city and  wonderful  quickneac^  replied  Abon 
Hassan,  that  you  scarce  ^ive  me  time  to 
explain  my  dems^n.  Have  but  a  little  pa- 
tience, and  you  shall  find  that  vou  will  be 
ready  enoug^h  to  die  such  a  death  as  I  mean ; 
for  surely  you  could  not  think  I  meant  a 
real  death  )  Weil,  said  his  wife,  ii'  it  is  but 
a  sham  death  you  design,  I  am  at  your  ser- 
vk5e,  and  you  may  depend  on  my  zeal  to 
•econd  /ou  in  this  manner  of  dying :  for  I 
must  tell  you  truly,  I  am  very  unwilling  to 
die.  as  I  apprehended  you  at  first 

Be  but  easy  a  little,  sadd  Abon  Hassan, 
and  I  will  teil  you  what  I  pronose.  I  will 
feign  myself  dead,  and  you  shall  lay  me  out 
in  a  white  sheet,  in  the  middle  of  my 
chamber,  with  mv  turban  upon  my  face, 
my  feet  towards  Mecca,  and  just  ready  to 
be  carried  oat  to  burial.  When  you  have 
done  so,  you  must  cry,  and  shed  tears,  as  is 
usual  in  such  cases,  and  tear  your  cbthes 
and  hair,  or  pretend  to  do  it  and  go  all  in 
tears,  with  your  hair  loose  about  your  ears, 
to  Zobeide.  The  princess  will  ask  you  the 
cause  of  your  griet;  and  when  yp\i  have 
told  her.  with  words  intermixed  with  sighs, 
■he  will  pity  you,  and  give  you  some  mo- 
ney to  defray  the  expense  of  my  funeral, 
and  a  piece  of  good  brocade  to  cover  my 
body  with,  that  my  interment  may  be  the 
more  magnificent,  and  to  make  you  a  habit 
in  the  room  of  that  she  saw  you  had  torn. 
As  soon  as  you  return  with  tne  money  and 
the  broc^e,  I  will  get  up  and  lay  you  in 
m^  place,  and  go  and  act  the  same  part 
with  the  caliph  as  you  have  done  with 
Zobeide ;  and  I  dare  say  the  caliph  will  be 
as  generous  to  me  as  Zobeide  has  been  to 
you. 

When  Abon  Haf«an  had  explained  his 
plan.  I  think,  replied  Nouzhatoul-aouadat, 
It  will  be  a  pleasant  trick,  and  I  am  much 
mistaken  ir  the  caliph  and  Zobeide  will 
not  like  us  for  it  Let  us  put  it  in  execu- 
tion. Leave  me  to  mjrself ;  I  will  play 
m^  part  at  least  as  well  as  I  expect  you 
will  yours,  and  with  as  much  zeal  ana  at- 
tention, as  the  benefit  we  expect  from  it  is 
great 

Nouzhatoul-€u>uadat  liked  this  project 
very  well,  and  said  to  Abon  Hassan,  Come, 
lose  no  time;  strip  to  your  shirt  ana 
breeches,  while  I  prepare  a  sheet  I  know 
how  to  bury  as  well  as  any  body ;  for  while 
I  was  in  Zobeide's  service,  and  any  of  my 
fellow  slaves  died,  I  had  the  conducting  of* 
the  funeral.  Abon  Hassan  did  as  his  wile 
bid  him,  and  laid  himself  flat  on  his  back 
on  the  sheet  which  his  wife  had  spread  on 
the  carpet  in  the  middle  of  the  room.  As 
90on  as  he  had  crossed  his  arms,  his  wife 
wrapped  him  up,  turned  his  feet  towards 
Mecca,  and  put  a  piece  of  fine  nitisUn  and 
hiitiiibaniipQDhiBftoe,  soaato  lasvelui 


breath  free,  so  that  nothing  seemed  want- 
ing but  to  put  him  in  a  coffin^  and  carry 
him  out  to  De  buried.  Afler  the  she  pulled 
off  her  head-<lres8,  and,  with  teare  m  her 
eyes,  and  her  hair  dishevelled,  and  seem- 
ing to  tear  it  off,  with  a  dismal  cry  and  la- 
mentation, beatmg  her  face  and  breast  with 
all  tlie  marks  of  the  mo«t  lively  grief,  ran 
across  the  court  to  Zobeide's  apcutments ; 
who,  hearing  the  voice  of  a  person  crying 
very  loud,  commanded  some  of  her  wo- 
men to  see  who  it  was:  who  returned 
and  told  her  that  it  was  Nouzhatoul-aou- 
adat, who  was  coming  in  a  deplorable  con- 
dition. 

The  princess,  impatient  to  know  what 
had  happened  to  her,  rose  up  immediately, 
and  went  to  meet  her  at  the  door  of  her 
antechamber.  Nouzhatoul-aouadat  play- 
ed her  part  to  perfection.  As  soon  as  sne 
saw  Zobeide,  wiio  held  the  door  open,  she 
redoubled  her  cries,  tore  her  hair  on  by 
handfuls,  beat  her  face  and  breast,  and 
threw  herself  at  her  feet,  bathing  them  with 
her  tears. 

Zobeide,  amazed  to  see  her  slave  in  such 
extraordinary  afflictran,  asked  what  had 
happened  to  her ;  but  instead  of*  answering, 
she  continued  her  sighs  and  sobs,  and,  at 
last,  feigning  to  strive  to  check  them,  said, 
with  words  mterrupted  with  sighs,  Alas ! 
my  most  honoured  lady  and  mistress,  what 
greater  misfortune  could  have  befell  me 
than  this,  whk^h  obliges  me  to  throw  my- 
self at  your  highnesrs  feet  ?  God  prolong 
j^ur  days,  my  most  respectable  princess, 
m  pericct  health,  and  grant  you  many 
happy  years ! — Abon  Hassan !  poor  Abon 
Hassan !  whom  you  honoured  with  ^^our 
esteem,  and  gave  me  for  a  husband,  is  no 
more ! 

At  these  last  words,  Nouzhatoul-aouadat 
redoubled  her  tears  and  sighs,  and  threw 
herself  again  at  the  princess's  feet  Zo- 
beide was  extremely  surprised  at  this  news. 
Abon  Hassan  dead  !  cned  she :  that  hral- 
thy,  agreeable,  pleasant  man !  Indeed  I 
did  not  in  the  least  expect  his  death  so 
soon ;  he  seemed  to  promise  a  long  life,  and 
well  deserved  to  eniov  it  Then  she  also 
burst  into  tears,  as  did  all  her  women,  who 
had  been  oflen  witneses  of  Abon  Hassan's 

EleasantriesL  when  the  caliph  brought 
im  to  see  the  prince^M  Zobeide :  and  all 
together  continued  a  long  time  bewailing 
the  loss  of  him.  At  length  the  princes 
Zobeide  broke  silence :  Wicked  woman  ! 
cried  she,  addressing  herself  to  the  false 
widow,  perhaps  >'ou  have  occasioned  his 
death !  Your  ill  temper  has  given  him  so 
much  vexatk)n,  that  you  have  at  last 
brought  him  to  his  grave.  Nouzhatool- 
aoudat  seemed  much  hurt  at  the  reproaches 
of  Zobeide :  Ah,  madam,  cried  she,  1  do 
not  think  I  ever  gave  your  majesty,  all  ths 
time  I  was  ymirslave,  the  least  reason  to 
entertain  so  disadvantageous  an  opinion  of 
our  oondool  to  a  hnrinnd  who  WB8  »  dev 
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10  me.  I  should  think  m>'Belf  the  most 
irretched  oi'  women  if  you  were  persuaded 
of  this.  1  behaved  to  Abon  Ha*$an  as  a 
irife  ibould  do  to  a  husband  for  whom  she 
has  a  sincere  affection :  and  I  may  say, 
cnthout  vanity,  that  I  had  ibr  him  tiie 
■une  reffard  he  had  ibr  me,  which  proved 
De  loved  me  with  equal  aficction.  I  am 
persuaded  he  would,  were  he  alive,  justiiy 
me  fully  to  your  majesty;  but,  madam, 
added  she,  renewing  her  tears,  his  time 
was  come,  and  tliat  was  the  only  cause  of 
his  death. 

Zobeide  had  really  observed  in  her  slave 
an  uniformly  &\uii\  temper  and  mildne»s, 
^reat  docility  and  zeal  for  her  wrvice, 
which  showed  she  was  rather  actuated  by 
incUnation  than  duty.  She  liesitated  not 
to  believe  her  on  her  word,  and  ordered 
her  treasurer  to  fetch  a  hurKlrcd  pieces  of 
gold,  and  a  pwce  of  rich  brocade. 

The  slave  soon  returned  with  the  purse 
and  piece  of  brocade,  which,  by  Zobeide's 
order,  she  ]>ut  into  Nouzhatoul-aouadat's 
hismd,  who  threw  herself  af  ain  at  the  prin- 
cess's feet,  and  thanked  ner  with  ^reat 
satisfaction,  to  think  she  had  succeeded  so 
well.  Go,  said  Zobeide,  make  use  of  tliat 
brocade  to  cover  the  corpse  of  vour  hus- 
band, and  with  tliat  money  Surv  him 
handsomely,  and  as  he  deserves.  Moder- 
ate the  transports  of  your  afflictk>ns ;  I  will 
take  care  of  you. 

As  soon  as  Nouzhatoul-aouadat  got  out 
of  the  princiws's  presence,  she  dried  up  her 
tears,  and  rtlnnwjd  with  joy  to  Abon  Has- 
san, to  give  him  an  account  of  her  good 
success.  When  she  came  home,  she  burst 
out  a  laughing  to  t^ee  her  huHhand  still 
stretched  out  in  the  middle  of  the  fl«x)r;  she 
ran  to  him,  and  hid  him  rise  and  Fee  the 
fruits  of  hin  trick.  He  rose,  and  rcjoice<l 
with  his  wift^  at  the  sight  of  the  punse  and 
brocacU*.  Unable  to  contain  herself  at  the 
success  of  hur  artifice,  Come,  husband,  said 
slie.  laughincr,  let  me  act  the  dead  part, 
ami  see  if  you  can  rnana^re  tlie  caliph  as 
wril  as  I  liave  done  Zobeide. 

That  is  the  temper  of  all  women,  replied 
Abon  Haswin,  who,  we  may  well  say,  nave 
always  the  vanity  to  believe  they  can  do 
things  better  than  men,  thou^^h,  at  tlie 
same  lime,  what  good  thejf  do  is  by  their 
advice.  It  would  be  odd  indeed  if  I,  who 
laid  this  plut  myself,  could  not  carry  it  on 
as  well  as  you.  Hut  let  us  lone  no  time  in 
idle  discourse ;  lie  down  in  my  phice,  and 
■ee  if  I  do  not  come  off  with  as  much  ap- 
plause. 

Abon  HnsBan  wrapped  up  his  wife  as  she 
had  done  him,  and  with  his  turban  unroll- 
ed, like  a  man  in  the  greatest  affliction,  ran 
to  the  caliph,  wlio  was  holding  a  private 
council  with  the  grand  vizier  Uiafar,  and 
other  confidential  viziers.  He  presented 
himself  at  the  door,  and  the  officer  knowing 
he  had  free  access,  opened  it  He  entered 
Iwldiiiif  with  one  hand  hu  handkerchief 


before  his  eves,  to  hide  the  feigned  tcan^ 
wliich  trickled  down  hiFcheekB,axid  stdki&f 
his  breast  with  the  other,  with  exdama* 
tions  expressing  extmordinaiT  grieL 

The  caliph,  who  was  used  to  see  Aboo 
Hassan  with  a  merry  couiitenuice,  was 
very  much  surprised  to  see  him  in  that 
rowful  state.  He  interrupted  the  busii 
of  the  council  to  ask  him  ti^  cause  of 
grief.  Commander  of  the  faithful, 
ed  Abon  Hassan,  with  repeated  si^hi  and 
sobs,  God  preserve  your  majes^  on  the 
throne,  which  you  fill  so  f  lorioosiyf  a^rea^ 
er  calamity  could  not  have  befidioi  me 
than  what  I  now  lament.  Alas!  Noazha- 
toul-aouailat,  whom  you  in  yoar  bounQr 
gave  me  tor  a  wife,  to  pass  the  reH  of  my 
days  with,  alas ! — at  tiiis  exdamatioo 
Abon  Hassan  pretended  to  have  his  heart 
BO  full,  that  he  could  not  utter  one  syllable 
more,  but  poured  forth  a  Bood  of  tean. 

The  ccuiphf  who  presently  undenlood 
that  Abon  Hassan  came  to  tell  him  oA' the 
death  of  his  wife,  seemed  very  much  con- 
cerned, and  sakl  to  him  with  an  air  which 
showed  how  much  he  regretted  her  km 
God  be  merciful  to  her:  she  was  a  good 
slave,  and  we  gave  her  to  you  with  an  in- 
tentk>n  to  make  you  happy :  she  deserved  a 
longer  life.  Then  the  tears  ran  down  ha 
face,  so  that  he  was  obliged  to  pull  oat  his 
handkerchief  to  wipe  them  off.  llie  gfief 
of  Abon  Hassan,  and  the  tears  of  the  cdiph, 
excited  those  of  Giafar  and  the  other  viiaen. 
They  bewailed  the  death  of  Nouzhatool- 
aouadat.  who,  on  her  part,  was  iropatieot 
to  hear  how  Abon  HasRin  sHicceeded. 

The  caliph  had  the  Rime  thought  of  the 
husband  that  Zobeide  had  of  the  wile,  and 
imagined  that  he  had  oc4;a»oned  herdeath. 
Wretch !  said  he,  in  a  tone  of  imUgnation, 
have  you  not  been  the  cause  of  your  wifrt 
deJith  by  your  ill-treatment  of  her  ?  Can  I 
doubt  it  ?  You  ought  at  lea^t  to  have  had 
some  re^rard  tor  the  priiicesp  my  coosoct 
who  loved  her  more  than  the  rest  ol'  her 
slaves,  and  consented  to  ^ive  her  tojoo. 
What  a  return  for  her  kindness ! 

Commander  of  the  faithful,  replied  Aboa 
Hassan,  affecting  to  weep  more  bitterly 
than  Iteibre,  can  vour  majes-ty  for  a  moment 
suppose  that  Anon  Hassan,  whom  ym 
have  loa<led  with  your  lavours  and  kxid* 
nesp,  and  on  whom  you  have  conferred  ho- 
nours he  could  never  have  aspirctl  to.  eaa 
have  been  capable  of  such  ingmtitude  ?  I 
loved  Nouzhatoul-aouailat  my  wife  as  much 
on  these  accounts,  as  for  the  many  food 
aualities  she  possessed,  and  which  drew 
from  me  all  the  attachment,  tenderness,  and 
love  she  deserved.  But,  my  lord,  added  he, 
she  was  to  die,  and  God  would  no  kionr 
suffer  me  to  enjoy  a  happiness  tor  whira  I 
was  indebted  to  your  majesty  and  yoor  bfr* 
loved  conwrt. 

In  short,  Abon  Hassan  dissembled  so  weO, 
that  the  oaliph,  who  had  never  beard  how 
extravagantly  he  and  his  wife  had  livid 
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flot  in  the  least  doubtine  his  Bincerity,  oi^ 
dered  his  treasurer,  who  wn8  proHent,  to 
ffive  Alwn  HaMOui  a  piinoeofa  hnii(lrc<l 
pieceFof^old,  and  a  piece  ot'brocade.  Aboii 
HaHHan  imineiiiately  nifft  hinueclt'at  the  ca- 
liph's teet,  and  thanked  him  ior  hit«prci^nt. 
Follow  the  treiwiiHT,  «iiil  that  niouaif  h  ; 
throw  the  brocade  over  the  coi-jwe,  and  with 
the  money  i-how  the  laet  teetuuony  ol'  tliy 
love  lor  thv  wite. 

Abon  Hafk<an  made  no  repiv  to  these 
obliging  ^'onis  ot'  the  cah'ph,  but  retired 
with  a  low  bow,  and  Iblloweil  tiie  treasui^r 
Biid  as  Hooii  as  he  hiid  t^i  the  purse,  an( 
piece  ot*  brocade,  went  home  very  wel 
pleased  with  haying'  found  out  so  quick  am 
ea»»y  a  way  of  supplyii);;  his  necei^jity, 
which  had  given  hnn  ho  much  uneasineoiii. 

Nouzhatoui-aouathit,  weary  with  Wins;  so 
long  in  tlie  uosture,  never  waited  till  Abon 
Haamn  bid  her  rise;  but  as  soon  as  she 
heani  the  door  open,  got  up  and  ran  to  her 
husband,  and  asketl  hnn  if  he  had  imposed 
on  ttie  caliph  as  well  as  she  did  on  2jobeide? 
You  see,  said  he,  sliowing  her  the  stutl',  and 
shaking  the  purse,  that  1  can  acta  sorro wt ill 
husband  tor  a  living  wile,  as  well  as  you 
can  a  weeping  widow  lor  a  husband  not 
dead.  Abon  Hassan,  however,  was  not 
without  histeais,  that  this  double  trick  oi' 
theiis  might  hit  attended  with  some  ill  con- 
Kiiuences.  He  thought  it  would  not  be 
amiss  to  mit  his  wile  on  lier  guani  as  to 
what  might  happen,  that  they  ini^ht  act  in 
concert  For,  a  hied  he,  the  be  tf;r  we 
•uc<*.eed  in  embarra^ving  the  caliph  and 
Zobeidc,  the  more  they  will  be  pieiu^od  at 
last,  anu  i)ertiaiM  may  show  their  Katintlic- 


tion  bv  a  grcnter  Irbe.-ality.  And  this  U\M 
consiiicnitioii  induced  them  to  carry  on  this 
feint  farther. 

The  caliph,  though  he  had  a  great  deal  of 
business  to  tran««ct  m  couiicil,  was  never- 
theless so  imi^atient  to  go  and  condole  with 
the  princess  u\xm  the  death  of  her  slave, 
that  he  rose  up  as  taoon  as  Abon  Hassan  was 

§oi.e,  and  put  off  tiie  council  to  anotlier 
ay.  Follow  me,  said  he  to  Mesrour,  who 
always  attended  him  wherever  he  went, 
and  was  in  all  his  councils ;  let  us  go  ami 
■hare  with  the  princesp  the  giief  which  the 
death  of  her  slave,  Nouzhatoul-aouadat, 
causes  her. 

Accordingly  they  went  to  Zobeidc's  apart- 
ment, whom  the  caliph  found  sitting  on  a 
fofa,  very  much  afil.cti^,  and  still  in  tears. 
Ma^iam,  ftiid  the  caltnh,  going  up  to  her. 
it  is  unnecessary  to  tell  you  iiow  much  I 
partake  witli  you  in  your  affliction ;  since 
3rou  are  nor  insensible  that  what  gives  you 
plcitriure  or  trouble  has  the  same  eHect  on 
me.  But  we  aie  all  mortal,  and  must  sur- 
render up  to  Goil  that  life  which  he  has 
friven  us,  when  he  requireitiu  Nouzhatoul- 
aouailat,  your  laiiliful  slave,  wiis  endued 
with  qualifications  that  deserved  your  es- 
taem^  and  I  cannot  but  approve  your  ez- 
pvMUff  it  aiW  her  death ;  but  cooato,  all 


your  grief  will  not  bring  her  to  life  again. 
Therefore,  madam,  if  you  love  me,  audwill 
t^ike  mv  advice,  be  comlbrteil  tor  tliis  ]om, 
and  tiike  more  c«ire  of  a  lite  which  you 
know  IS  pirciuus  to  me,  and  constitutes  all 
the  happinfbs  of'  mii.e. 

If  the  princess  was  charmed  with  then 
tender  Hentuneiitt}  whicii  the  Cfili|«h  express- 
ed in  his  com])liment8.  siie  was  amazed  to 
hear  of  Nouzhatoul-aouadat's  deatii.  This 
news  threw  her  into  so  great  surprise,  that 
she  was  not  able  to  return  an  answer  lor 
Kome  time.  At  l:utt  recovering,  she  replieJ, 
With  iui  air  expre^^sive  of' surprise,  Com- 
mander of'  tiie  faithful,  I  am  very  soivible 
of  ati  your  tender  eentiinents ;  but  give  me 
leave  to  say,  1  cannot  comp.eliend  Uie  newi 
you  tell  me  of  tfie  ueath  of'  my  siuve,  who 
IP  in  perfect  fiea:th.  My  affliction  is  for  tlie 
death  ot'  Abon  Hassan,  her  husband^  your 
fa\'ouritc,  whom  i  esteem,  as  much  tor  tiie 
regard  >'ou  have  lor  him,  as  because  you 
were  so  kind  to  bring  me  acquainted  with 
him,  who  has  so  oiten  diverted  me  very 
agreeabty,  and  for  whom  i  have  as  great 
a  value  as  youreelf.  But,  sir,  the  little 
concern  ^ou  show  tor  his  death,  and  your 
so  six>n  forgetting  a  man  in  wIkmb  coraijanv 
}*ou  have  so  olleii  told  me  you  took  so  much 
pleasure,  amazes  and  surprises  me:  and 
this  iiisensibiiity  seems  ttie  greater,  by  the 
deccpt.on  you  put  U|X)n  me  in  changing 
his  de«ith  for  that  of  my  slave. 

'I'lie  caliph.  wJio  thought  that  he  was 
piTlectiy  well  infitiineil  oi  tne  deatiiof  tlie 
slave,  and  had  lasi  reason  to  believe  so,  t>e- 
cau-^e  lie  had  both  seen  and  heard  Abon 
HasAiij,  tell  a  laughing,  and  stirugging  up 
his  sliouldeiii,  to  hear  Zobeide  talk  aJtei  thn 
manner.  Mesrour,  said  he,  turning  liimoelf 
about  to  that  eunuch,  what  do  you  think  oi 
the  princess's  discourae  ?  Do  mic  women 
sometimes  lose  tfieir  senses  ?  For,  in  sliort, 
you  liave  heard  and  seen  all  as  well  as  my- 
self. Then  turning  about  to  Zobeide,  Ma- 
dam, said  he,  shed  no  more  tears  fur  Aboa 
Hassan,  tor  1  can  assure  you  he  is  well : 
but  rather  bewail  the  death  ot'  your  dear 
*lave.  It  is  not  many  moments  since  lier 
husband  cime  all  in  tears,  and  the  iuoi»t  m* 
expressible  afiLctkMi,  to  tell  me  the  death 
ol'  htai  wile.  I  gave  him  a  purse  of  a  hun- 
dred pieces  of  gutd,  and  a  piece  of  brocadCL 
to  cointbit  him,  and  bury  her  with;  and 
Mesrour  heie,  wlio  was  by,  can  tell  you  the 
same. 

Tne  princess  took  this  discourse  of  the 
caliph's  to  be  all  a  jest,  and  uiougnt  he  had 
a  mind  to  impuire  upon  her.  Commander  of 
tlie  faitht'ul,  renhed  she.  though  you  are 
used  10  b.uiter,  1  must  toil  vou,  tliis  is  not  a 
proper  time  tor  it.  What  1  teli  you  is  very 
serious ;  1  co  not  talk  of  my  slave's  death, 
but  ot' Abon  Husoin,  her  husband,  wbcM 
late  I  bewiiil,  and  so  ought  you  tea  I, 
madam,  said  tlie  cahph,  putting  on  a  gra^a 
countenance,  1  tell  vou,  without  raOiery, 

that  TOO  uedaoeivvd:  Ncinihaiiwih#ooa» 
4r 
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dat  is  dead,  and  Abon  Haasan  is  alive  and 
in  pcrlect  lieaLUi. 

Zobeidc  wa«  very  much  piqued  sit  this  dry 
answer  ot'  the  cahph.  Coninuindcr  of  tiie 
iiiithtul,  replied  slie  smartly,  God  prekfervc 
/ou  1*1  om  continuing  longer  in  thid  mistake : 
Mirely  you  would  make  ine  tliink  your  mind 
is  not  HB  usual.  Give  me  le:ive  to  rci)Ciit  to 
you  once  more,  that  it  is  Abon  Hi\ss«ui  who 
IB  dealt,  and  ttiat  my  slave  Nnuzhatoul- 
•aouadat,  his  widow,  is  living.  It  is  not  an 
hour  ago  since  t-he  went  from  hence.  She 
came  here  in  to  di^KXinsolate  a  slate,  tliat 
the  fiig[litot'her  was  enough  to  have  drawn 
tears  trom  my  eyet?,  it't$he  had  ncA  to  d  me 
her  alUiction,  nccomiiunieii  with  innumera- 
ble HJgliii.  All  my  women,  who  wei^t  with 
me,  can  bear  me  witnesf ,  antl  tell  vou  al&o 
tiiiit  I  nvule  her  a  present  ot'a  hundred  pie- 
ces of  gold,  and  a  piei*eui'hrociuie ;  and  the 
grief  which  you  tbund  me  in  Wius  uix>n  tlie 
eatli  other  huf*b«uid ;  and  ju>t  that insltmt 
tliat  you  came  in,  I  was  gomg  to  tsend  you 
a  compliment  of  condolence- 

At  Hictc  words  of  Zobeiile.  the  caliph 
cried  out  in  a  tit  of  laughter,  Tliis.  madam, 
is  a  strange  ()iece  of  obstinacy;  but,  con- 
tinueil  lie  serioubiy,  you  may  depend  ui)on 
NouKhatoul-aouadat's  being  dead.  I  tell 
you,  no,  sir,  replied  Zobeide  instantly ;  it  is 
Abon  Hassan  tluit  is  dead,  and  vou  shall 
never  make  me  beheve  otherwise. 

U|X)n  this,  the  ciiliph's  an^er  rose  in  his 
countenance.  He  sat  himsell  upon  the  sola, 
at  some  disitance  from  the  priiiCOif^,  mid 
Bfieaking  to  Me^^rour,  said,  Go  immediately, 
and  see  which  it  is,  and  brin^  nie  word ;  tor 
tliough  I  am  certain  that  it  is  iNouzhatoul- 
aouiulat,  I  would  rather  take  this  wav  than 
be  any  longer  obstinately  i)ositive  about  a 
matter  which  1  am  perlectly  satissfied  of. 
No  sooner  had  the  caliph  commanded  tlimi 
Mesrour  w:is  gone.  You  will  st^,  continueil 
he,  aildrcsiiing  himself  to  Zobeide,  in  a  mo- 
ment, which  of  us  is  right.  For  my  IKirt, 
replied  Zobeide,  I  know  very  well  that  1* 
am  in  the  right,  and  you  will  find  it  to  lie 
Abon  Hassan.  And  tor  myself,  replied  the 
caliph,  I  am  so  bure  that  it  is  Nouzhatoul- 
aouadat,  that  I  will  lay  you  what  wager 
you  will,  that  Abou  HasFan  is  well. 
Do  nut  think  to  come  oil  tro, Kiid  Zobeide; 
I  ai*cept  your  wager,  and  I  am  co  well  |>er- 
su.ided  of  his  death,  tlia*  1  would  willingly 
lay  the  dearest  thing  in  the  world  agaiiuit 
wliat  yuu  wdl,  though  it  weieof  li^s  value. 
You  know  what  1  liave  at  my  dif^ixisiil, 
and  what  lvalue  most;  propose  the  bet, 
and  I  will  stand  to  it. 

Since  it  is  come  to  that,  said  the  caliph,  I 
will  lay  my  garden  of  ple^uuies  against 
your  |)alace  ol  paintings,  tliou^h  tlie  one  is 
worth  much  more  tlian  the  other.  Is  the 
question  at  pre«4!nt,  replied  Zobeide,  if  your 
^rdeii  id  more  valuable  than  my  jialace  ? 
Tliat  is  not  tlie  point.  You  liavc  made 
choice  ot  what  you  thought  fit  bek)iiging 
to  me  as  an  equivalent  against  what  you 


lay :  I  accept  the  wager,  and  will  not  m> 
back ;  I  take  G\x\  to  witiieai.  llie  calipl: 
took  the  Kime  o<ith,  and  both  waited  till 
Mo-^rour  returnetl. 

While  the  caliph  and  ZobeJde  were  dis- 
puting so  earnestly,  and  with  so  much 
warmth,  Al)on  Iht'^siin,  who  tbrcsaw  tiieir 
ditierenoe,  wjis  very  attentive  io  wliatever 
niii^ht  hapi-en.  As  siion  as  he  fierceivcd 
Mesn)ur  ilirouirh  a  wiiulow,  against  wliich 
he  sat  talking  with  his  wile,  ami  obrier\'ed 
that  ho  was  C4)ming  dia*ctly  to  tlieir  apart- 
ment, he  presently  i^uesseil  what  he  wad 
coming  about,  and  bi<l  his  wili*  make  iiiute 
to  act  the  dca:i  pait  nnce  mon*.  o.^  tiiey 
had  aLTeed  on,  without  Ioks  of  time:  in 
short,  they  weit?  s«»  picsst-ed,  lliai  Abou 
Htijv^in  had  much  ado  to  wnip  upthewite 
and  lay  the  piuct*  of  luijcadc  which  tlit*  ra- 
liph  had  given  him  uiK>n  her.  beiure  Mes- 
rour came.  As  hxjii  as  he  had  d«Hie  tluit. 
he  opened  the  door  i;f  hit;  aixutment.  and 
with  a  melancholy,  <f ejected  counienanoe. 
and  his  handkerchief  before  his  eyes,  went 
and  Silt  down  at  the  heiul  of  the  pietended 
decease!  1. 

By  that  time  he  wa^  seated,  MenvNir 
came  uito  the  n.>om.  The  diFniai  sight 
which  met  his  eves  gave  him  a  secret  ;oy, 
on  account  of  the  errand  the  caliph  teul 
him  on.  As  soon  as  Abon  HaMan  per- 
ceived him.  he  rose  u))  to  meet  liim,  and 
kis-T^ing  his  iiand  out  ot'  rcsix'ci,  siid^iigh- 
ing  and  grosuiing,  You  see  me,  sir.  m  tlie 
fTieati^st  atilirlion  that  ever  could  betliil 
me  ;  the  deiith  ot'  my  dear  wile,  Nouzha- 
toul-aouatlat,  whom  you  honoured  widi 
your  til  vou  IV. 

Mesrour,  alTected  by  this  dificouree,  cnuJd 
not  refuse  toine  teans  to  the  memory  oftiie 
deceiL<4'(l.  He  lilted  u|)  the  cluth  a'littie  at 
the  heiid,  which  vvas  uncovered,  andj*ep- 
ing  under  it,  h't  it  down  again,  anii  ^aiil. 
with  a  deep  nigli,  There  is  lio  other  God 
but  God;  we  mu^t  all  submit  to  b^  wiU. 
and  every  citrature  mu^•t  i-etiirn  to  Imn.— 
iNouzhatouI-aouadat,  my  goinl  sister,  bi- 
d«.>d  he,  sighing,  thy  days  have  Iteen  vert 
lew:  Ciod  have  mercy  on  thee.  Then 
turning  to  Abon  IIa»fiui,  who  was  all  tba 
time  in  tears.  We  iiiay  well  siiy,  said  he, 
that  women  somet ilia's  have  whims,  and 
k»se  their  sense's  in  a  mi»>t  iiniiiirdonabit 
manner ;  tor  ZoU^idi*,  good  niistrcHi  as  «he 
is,  is  in  that  situation  ut  present :  she  will 
maintain  to  thi'  caliph  that  you  are  dfud. 
and  not  your  wite ;  and  whatever  the  caii(A 
can  siiy  to  the  contrarv,  he  raiuiot  )«r 
suiule  her  other  wip^e.  I  le  cat  led  me  u>  wit- 
I  ness  and  contirm  this  truth  ;  tor  yuu  kiwv 
I  was  by  when  you  came  and  told  him  the 
sorrowlld  news:  but  all  signities  notiuag. 
They  are  both  i)Ositive ;  and  the  cahph.  u> 
convmce  Zol>eiiie.  luts  ecnt  me  to  know  (he 
truth,  but  I  tt'ar  I  shall  not  Lie  believnl. 
lor  when  women  once  take^  up  a  thuiif, 
they  arc  not  to  be  betu  out  ot'  it. 

God  keep  the  commander  at*  the  fiiiihlul 
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ia  the  mmmon  and  ricrht  niw  ofhiR  lentet, 
replied  Abon  Haf«an,  still  Mghinff  and  cry- 
ing :  }'ou  see  hf  »w  it  iijs  and  tTint  I  have  not 
impcKted  upon  his  majesty.  And  I  wi«h  to 
heaven,  continneil  tic,  to  diaseinhle  the  bet- 
ter, that  I  had  no  occai^ion  to  tell  him  the 
melancholy  and  affecting^  news.  Alas!  1 
cannot  enough  express  mv  irrcpanible 
Ion !  That  is  true,  replied  MciirtHir,  and  I 
ean  awnire  you  I  take  a  ^rent  share  in 
your  affliction ;  but  you  must  he  comforted, 
and  not  abandon  yoursell*  to  your  pricl! — 
I  lea\'e  vou  with  reluctance,  tf)  return  to 
the  caliph;  but  I  heir  the  tiivourofyou  not 
to  bury  tlie  corpse  till  I  come  asraiii ;  t()r  1 
will  aasif^  at  the  interment,  and  accompa- 
ny it  with  my  pniycrs.  M«'src)ur  went  to 
rive  an  account  of  his  mcssasr.  AlM>n 
Haasan  waited  on  him  to  the  door,  and  told 
him  that  he  did  not  deserve  the  honour 
that  he  intended  him :  and  tor  tear  Me.^- 
rour  shoul<l  return  to  say  something  cUe  to 
him,  he  followeil  him  with  his  eyes  tor 
sometime^  and  when  he  saw  him  at  a  dis- 
tance, rcturne<l  to  his  wife,  and  reUuised 
her.  This  is  already^  mid  he,  a  new  scene 
of  mirth,  hut  I  tancy  it  will  not  be  the  last ; 
ibr  certainly  the  prmcenB  Zobcide  will  not 
believe  Mesrour,  but  will  laugh  at  him. 
eince  she  has  too  sutHtantial  a  reamn  to 
the  contrary;  Iheretbre  we  mast  expect 
eome  new  event.  While  Abon  HiUiisan 
was  talking  tliu'>,  Nouzhatoul-aouadat  hud 
time  to  put  on  her  clothes  a^n,  and  both 
went  and  sat  down  on  a  sotii  opposite  to 
the  window,  wliere  they  could  see  all  that 
pasaecL 

In  the  mean  time,  Mcisrour  reached  Zo- 
beide^s  aimrtmcnt,  and  going  into  her 
cbeet  laughing,  clapi)ed  his  hands  like  one 
who  had  something  very  agreeable  to  tell. 

The  caliph,  who  wiis  naturally  impa- 
tient, woula  presently  be  intbrmcil  of  tlie 
truth  of  the  matter,  ibr  he  was  piqued  a 
Utile  at  the  princess's  <litfidence ;  tlieretbre 
as  soon  as  he  met  Mesrour,  Vile  slave,  said 
he,  is  this  a  time  to  laugh  7  Why  do  not 
you  tell  me  which  is* dead,  the  husband  or 
the  wile  ? 

Commander  of  the  fiiithful,  answereil 
Mef>rour,  putting  on  a  serious  countenance, 
it  is  Nouzliatoul-aouaiiat  who  is  dead,  lor 
the  loss  of  whom  Al)on  Hass;iii  is  at  much 
atflicted  as  when  he  apt  reared  betbre  your 
majesty.  The  c;diph  not  giving  him  time 
to  pursue  his  story,  intern]pte<l  him,  and 
cried  out,  laughing  heartily,  Gooil  news ! 
Zobeide.  your  mistrew,  was  a  moment  ago 
pof'sesKed  of  the  jKilace  of  {xiiintings,  and 
now  it  is  mine,  ohc  staked  it  against  ray 
garden  of  pleasures,  since  yuu  went; 
therelbrc  you  could  not  liavo  done  me  a 
greater  pleasure.  I  will  take  care  to  re- 
ward you  :  hut  give  me  a  true  account  of 
what  you  saw. 

Ck)mmander  of  the  faithful,  said  Mee- 
rour,  when  1  came  to  Abon  HasMui't 
mpartment,  I  Ibuod  the  door  open,  and  he 


was  bewailing  the  death  of  his  wife  Noos- 
hatoul-aouadat  He  sat  at  the  head  of  the 
deceased,  who  was  laid  out  in  the  middle 
of  the  room,  with  her  feet  towards  Mecca, 
and  ^vas  covered  with  that  piece  of  bro- 
cade which  your  majesty  made  a  pro- 
sent  of  to  Abon  Hassan.  AJlcr  1  had  ex- 
pnvscd  the  share  I  took  in  this  grieii  I  went 
and  lifted  up  the  pail  at  the  head,  and 
knew  Nouzhatoul-aouadat,  though  her  face 
was  verv  much  swelled  and  changed.  I 
exhorted  Abon  Hassiui  in  the  best  manner 
I  could  to  be  cnmibrted ;  and  when  I  came 
awjiv,  I  told  him  I  would  attend  at  hit 
wile's  funeral,  aiui  desired  him  not  to  re- 
nK>ve  the  coni^c  till  1  came.  This  is  all  I 
can  tell  your  majesty.  I  ask  no  more,  said 
the  calijih,  laughing  heartily,  and  I  an| 
very  well  satished  with  your  exactness 
'J'hen  addre*»ing  himself  to  Zobeide,  Well, 
maitam,  saul  he,  have  you  yet  any  thing  to 
say  against  so  certain  a  truth  ?  Will  yo\x 
always  believe  tliat  Nouzhatoul-aouadat 
is  alive,  and  that  Abon  Hassan  ia  dead  ? 
And  will  you  not  own  that  you  have  lost 
your  wjiger? 

How,  sir  replied  Zobeide,  who  would  not 
believe  one  word  that  Mesrour  said,  do  vou 
think  that  I  regard  that  impertinent  fellow 
of  a  slave,  who  knows  not  what  he  8a>'8 1 
I  am  not  blind  or  mad.  With  these  eyes  I 
paw  Nouzhatoul-aouadat  in  the  greatest 
atMiction :  I  spoke  to  her  myself,  and  she 
told  me  that  her  husband  was  dead.  Ma- 
dam, replied  Mesrour,  I  swear  to  you  by 
your  own  lite,  and  tliat  of  the  commander 
of  the  faithful,  which  arc  both  dear  tu  me, 
that  Nouzhatoul-aouadat  is  dciid,  and  Aboa 
Hassiin  is  linng. 

Thou  liest,  base  despicable  plave !  said 
Zobei(k3  in  a  rage,  and  I  will  contbuiKi  thee 
immediately ;  and  tliereuiion,  clapping  her 
hands  together,  phecalletl  her  women,  who 
all  came  in.  Come  hither,  said  the  prin- 
cess to  them,  and  speak  the  truth.  Wlio 
was  that  who  came  and  spoke  with  me  a 
little  before  the  caliph  came  liere  ?  The 
women  all  answered  that  it  was  poor  af^ 
flicted  Nouzhatoul-aouadat  And  what, 
atlded  slie,  atldrewing  herself  to  her  that 
was  treasurer,  did  1  order  you  to  give  her  ? 
Madam,  answered  the  treasurer,  I  gave 
Nouzhatoul-aouadat,  by  yoar  orders,  a 
pun<;  of  a  hundred  pHH;es  of  gold,  ana  a 
piece  of  brocade,  which  she  carried  away 
with  her.  Well,  then,  sorry  slave,  said 
2^obeide  to  Mesit>ur,  in  a  greiit  ramwa, 
what  have  you  to  say  to  all  this  ?  Whom 
do  you  think  now  I  ought  to  believe,  you 
or  my  treasurer,  my  other  women  or  my- 
self. 

Mesrour  did  not  want  for  argumentJi  to 
contradict  the  prince^ki;  but  as  he  was  at  raid 
of  provoking  her  too  much,  he  chose  rather 
to  be  silent,  though  he  was  satisfied  Ivitliin 
himself  that  the  wife  was  dead,  and  not 
the  husband. 

All  the  time  of  this  dionite  betweeo  Z^ 
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beide  and  Meiroar,  the  caliph,  who  heard 
the  evidence  on  both  pides,  which  each 
fiarty  insifited  on.  and  was  persuaded  of 
the  cont.ary  of  what  the  prince.se)  suiid,  bc- 
cau-^  he  had  himselC  seen  and  sjtoken  to 
Ahon  Haasan,  and  hecaue«  of  wliat  M&i- 
itHir  had  told  him,  laus^hed  heartily  to  see 
Zobeide  eo  exasperated  affainst  Mesrour. 
Madam,  said  he  to  Zobeide,  once  more  1 
re|)eat,  that  I  know  not  who  was  the  au- 
tlior  ol'ttiat  saying,  That  women  some- 
times lose  their  wits,  but  I  am  sure  you 
make  it  g^ood.  Mesrour  came  ju>>t  now 
from  Abon  HasE^in's,  and  tells  us  tiiat  he 
iaw  Nouzhatoul-aouadat  lyins^  dead  in  the 
middle  of  the  room,  Abon  Hassan  alive, 
and  sitting  by  her ;  and  ^'et  you  will  not 
believe  this  evidence,  which  nobody  can 
reaannably  ret'use :  1  cannot  comprehend 
this  Cyonduct. 

Zobeide  would  not  hear  what  the  caliph 
represented.  Pardon  me,  commander  oi 
the  laithiui,  reniied  she,  ii  1  suspect  you : 
I  see  very  well  that  you  have  con tri veil 
with  Mesrour  to  vex  me,  and  to  try  my 
patience.  And  as  I  perceive  that  his  re- 
port was  concerted  nctween  you,  I  be«f 
leave  to  send  a  i^rson  to  Abon  Hassan's, 
U>  know  whether  or  not  I  am  in  the  wrong. 

The  cahph  consented,  and  the  princess 
ehar?cd  with  this  important  commission 
an  old  nurse,  who  had  lived  with  her  from 
her  intanc]^*,  and  was  now  present  amon<? 
the  rest  of  her  u'omen.  Hark  ye,  nurse, 
nkl  she;  vou  see  mydiftpute  with  the  com- 
mander or  tlie  liiithful,  and  me  and  Mes- 
rmir ;  I  need  tell  vou  no  more.  Go  to  Abon 
Nadsair<>,  or  rather  to  Nouzhatoul-aoua- 
dat's,  ibr  Abon  Hassan  is  dead,  and  clear 
up  this  matter  tor  me.  If  you  bring  me 
good  new8,  a  handsome  prestMit  is  your 
reward ;  make  haste,  and  return  immcili- 
atcU-. 

The  nurse  pet  out.  to  the  great  joy  of  the 
calinh,  who  was  delighted  to  we  Zobeide 
In  this  enibarnispiiient ;  but  Mesrour,  ex- 
tremely mortifietl  to  find  the  princtii^  so 
angry  with  him,  did  all  he  could  loap|>eaRe 
her,  and  to  make  her  and  the  caliph  both 
satisfied  with  him.  He  was  overjoyelwhen 
Zobeide  «;nt  the  nurse ;  becavi>e  he  wju? 
pereuade<l  that  the  re|X)rt  she  would  m-ike 
would  a'jrce  with  his,  and  sen-e  to  justily 
him,  and  restore  him  to  her  favour. 

In  tlic  mean  time,  AI)on  Hapsan,  who 
watched  tl»e  window,  perceived  the  nurse 
at  a  tlistance,  and  guessing  that  she  was 
sent  by  Zobeide,  called  his  wile,  and  told 
her  that  the  princew's  nuifsewaejconiiriir  to 
know  the  tmth :  therefore,  said  lie,  make 
ha?te  and  lay  me  out.  Accordingly  Nouz- 
hatoul-aouailat  did  so,  and  covered  him 
with  the  piece  of  brocade  ZobfMfle  had 
giv-en  her,  and  put  hii>  turfjan  u\tou  his  (are. 
The  nnrse,  eager  to  ac(|uit  herself  of  her 
commifieion,came  at  a  good  roimd  j»ace,  and 
entering  the  room,  perceived  Xwizhatoul- 
•ouadat  all  in  team,  her  hair  dishevelled, 


and  set  at  the  head  of  lier  huabaiMl, 

in^  her  breast,  and  with  all  the  expresiooi 

ot  violent  grief. 

The  good  old  nunae  went  directly  to  the 
faie«  widow.  My  dear  Nouzhuiuul-uouadatf 
b-aid  t«he  with  a  sorrowful  iiice,  I  eome  fiot 
to  interrupt  your  grief  and  tears  lor  a  hus- 
band whom  you  loved  so  tenderly.  Ah! 
g(XHl  motlier,  re))licd  the  counterieit  widow, 
you  see  my  mistbrtune,  luid  how  uuhappy 
i  am  bv  the  Iocm  of  my  beloved  Abon  Hat- 
siin.  Abon  Hiissan,  my  dear  husband !  cried 
she,  what  have  1  done*  that  you  should 
leave  me  so  soon  ?  Have  I  nut  alwayi 
preferred  vour  will  to  luy  own  7  Aia«! 
what  will  become  of  poor  iNouzhatoul-aou- 
adat  ? 

The  nurse  wa.s  in  great  surprise  to  see 
ever^  thing  quite  tlie  reverse  of  wliut  the 
chief'  of  the  eunuchs  had  to.d  llie  caLpli. 
Tliis  black  faced  Mesrour,  cried  siie,  hl'tuig 
up  her  hunds^deserves  to  be  coulbuiided  lor 
having  made  so  great  a  difference  between 
my  ^ooif  mistress  and  tiic  commander  d 
tlie  laithful,  by  the  notorious  he  he  toU 
them.  I  must  tell  ^ou,  daughter,  said  the, 
tfie  wickedness  of  tliat  villain  M^aivur, 
who  has  asficrted  witfi  an  inconceivable 
impudence  before  our  good  mistresi^  that 
you  were  dead,  and  Abon  Haaan  was 
aJive ! 

Alas !  mv  good  mother,  crie<l  Nouzhaioul- 
aouadat,  I  wish  to  heaven  that  it  was  true  t 
I  should  not  be  in  this  sorrowful  stale,  nor 
1)0 wail  a  hui<baiid  so  dear  to  me !  At  theee 
words  she  burst  out  into  tear^j  and  by  lier 
redoubled  tears  and  criCir,  Ici^ned  mort 
desperate  sorrow. 

'i  he  nui-se  was  so  innch  moved  by  her 
tearei.  that  she  sat  down  by  her,  aiid'cned 
'oo.  riien  gently  lifting  up  tlie  turban  and 
cloth,  looked  on  the  lace  of  the  corp:«:  All ! 
\xx)r  Aljon  llasesin,  ^ihe  cried,  cuvcriag  lis 
liioe  again,  God  have  mercy  u(>oii  Ulbei 
Adieu,  chilli,  siiid  she  to  Nouzliaioul-imua' 
dat;  if  1  could  stay  longer  with  you,  1 
would  with  all  my  heait ;  but  1  am  obit^ed 
to  ivturn  immediately,  to  deliver  my  iiuf- 
tiesr;  li-uin  the  ui.ca>iiiess  thai  biack  vtlUiO 
hcLs  occasioned  her,  by  his  inipu.ieiit  tie, 
assuring  her  witii  an  aith  tnat  you  ww 
dead, 

A^  Roon  as  the  nur»2  Wds  gone,  and  had 
pulled  the  (i(X)r]itti.'r  her,  aiht  Nv.Miz.iaU.>ui- 
aoiuidat  thought  she  wunl  i  net  come  back 
again,  she  wi\hh\  her  ey(*s,  uiul  reioaied 
Ahon  Hassiui,  and  ttientliey  both  went  and 
sat  down  on  a  s>)fa  against  tiie  window,  ez- 
l^ectin^  wiiat  would  be  tfie  end  of  thic'tnckt 
and  to  l>e  it*ady  to  act  acooi-diug  as  thingf 
should  turn  out. 

The  nurse,  in  the  mean  time,  made  iH 
tfie  luLste  8he  could  to  /ol>eide.  Tfie  ptot- 
sure  of  carrying  the  princeett  gcioJ  nrwi, 
and  still  more  tlie  hopiNof  a  g«.Kid  reward, 
added  wings  to  her  leet,  and.  running  uno 
the  prince8s*B  closet  qmte  out  ot'  bieath. 
she  gave  her  a  true  account  of  all  ffbe  had 


ABABIAN  NIGHTS' 

Zobeide  hearkened  to  the  old  wo- 
man's relation  with  a  meet  seiibiiile  ploa- 
ture;  and  when  she  had  done,  sJie  tuid 
with  a  tone  which  b'howcxl  she  had  won 
her  cause.  Repeat  it  once  more  betbrc  tiie 
calipli,  wiK)  looks  uihui  lus  all  to  be  luoU, 
and  would  make  us  l)elieve  we  have  no 
senile  of  religion,  rK>r  tear  of  God ;  and  tell 
vour  story  to  that  wicked'black  slave,  who 
mui  the  ingoleiice  to  asert  a  lalsity,  though 
I  knew  it  to  be  one. 

Mee^rour,  whoex()ected  tlie  nurse's  report 
would  prove  favourdble  on  his  side,  was 
very  much  mortified  to  find  it  so  much  the 
contrary.  Ho  was  ako  vexed  at  the  anfifer 
Zobeide  expressed  a^aine:t  him,  lor  athin«r 
wliich  he  thoui^ht  himselfsurer  ofthtui  any 
body,  that  lie  wsls  glad  of  having  an  op|X)r- 
lumty  of  f:|)eaking  his  mind  finely  to  the 
nurse,  \vhk;h  Ite  durst  not  do  to  the  princef«. 
Olil  toothless,  i^iiid  he  to  the  nurse,  vou  are 
a  liar,  and  tliere  is  ik)  truth  in  what  you 
say ;  lor  1  saw  with  my  own  eyes  Nouzha- 
toul-aouadat  laid  out  in  the  middle  of  the 
room. 

You  are  a  notorious  liar  yourself,  replied 
the  nurtte  with  an  insulting  air,  to  dai-e  to 
mainUiin  so  great  a  taisity  belbrc  my  face, 
who  am  just  come  fix)m  seeing  Alton  Has- 
san dead,  and  lakl  out,  and  left  his  wile 
cdive.  1  am  not  an  imiKVtor,  replied  Mos- 
rour,  it  is  you  who  eiuleavour  to  lead  us  all 
into  error. 

What  imimdcncc,  said  the  nurs«,  to  dare 
to  tell  me  I  lie  in  the  pi'escnce  of  their  nia- 
jestiej>.  when  I  s;iw  just  now  with  my  own 
eves  tltc  tact  1  have  had  the  lionour  to  tell 
tnem.  Indeed,  nu:-se,  answered  Mesixjur 
again,  >-ou  had  l>etter  liold  your  tongue,  tor 
you  certainly  do«iL 

Zobeide,  who  could  not  support  this  want 
of  resi)ect  in  Mesroiir,  who,  without  aoy 
regzinl  to  her,  treatetl  her  imrse  so  injuri- 
ously in  her  iiresence,  without  givinsr  the 
nurbe  time  to  reply  to  so  grow  an  atlront, 
Slid  to  the  caliph,  Conimaiidt*rof  the  iiiith- 
lul,  I  deimuid  ju<}tice  tor  this  insolence  tons 
both.  She  was  so  enraged  she  could  siiy 
no  more,  but  burst  into  tears. 

The  caliph,  who  had  heanl  all  this  dis- 
pute, thoughli  it  very  intricate.  He  nmsiMl 
0Ome  time,  and  ctndd  not  tell  what  to  think 
of  SO  many  c^tntnidictions.  Tlie  i)riiict*?*», 
lor  her  iwirt,  as  well  as  Mesroiir,  tlitr  nurse, 
and  all  the  women  slavts,  who  wene  pn^- 
sent,  wereiw  much  puzzUmI,  and  remained 
silent.  At  i;\st  th«^  caliph  n'sumni  the  bu- 
sir.ess.  and  addre^yinir  hims»»l|'  xo  ZolM'ide. 
FJiid,  I  Kti;  very  well  wcare  all  liars,  mysell' 
hrst,  and  then  you.  Mfsnmr,  and  you, 
nurse  :  or  at  lwi«t  it  seems  nt)t  one  can  In; 
believed  mon*  than  the  other:  theretbre. 
let  us  iTO  ourselves  to  know  the  tnith,  tor  I 
can  see  no  oUier  way  to  clear  up  tliese 
doubts. 

So  saving,  the  caliph  iTvae  up,  the  prin- 
cess tbilowed  him,  and  Mesrmir  went  be- 
Ibre  to  opeo  the  doom :  Commander  o<*  the 
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faithful,  said  he,  I  am  ovenoyed  that  your 
'majesty  has  taken  lliis  course ;  and  shall  he 
much  moie,  when  I  sliall  make  it  plaiidy 
ap)H;ar  to  the  nurse,  not  tliat  she  doats, 
since  the  expreesk^n  is  unibrtunately  dis- 
pleasing to  my  goiKi  miiitreBs,  but  that  her 
report  is  not  true. 

The  nurse  wanted  not  a  reply :  Hold, 
your  tongue,  black  lace,  said  she ;  youdoat 
yourself. 

Zobeide,  who  was  very  much  provoked  at 
Mesrour,  could  not  bear  to  hear  him  attack 
her  nurse  again,  without  taking  her  part: 
Vile  slave,  said  she,  say  what  vou  will,  I 
maintam  my  nurse  says  the  truth,  and  look 
ujion  you  as  a  mere  liar.  Madam,  replied 
Mesrour,  if  nurse  is  so  very  certain  tliat 
Nou/hatoul-aonadat  is  alive,  and  Abon 
Hassan  is  dead,  I  will  lay  her  what  she 
(lares  oi'  it.  The  nurse  was  as  ready  as  he ; 
I  dare,  said  she,  take  you  at  vour  word  ;  let 
us  s(.«  if  you  dare  unsay  it.  Mesrour  stood  to 
his  wonl ;  and  thev  laid  a  piece  of  gold  bro- 
cade with  silver  tlowers  belbre  the  calipli 
and  the  princess. 

The  apaitment  the  caliph  and  Zobeide 
came  out  of,  tliough  distant  trom  Alx)a 
Hassan's,  was  nevertheless  iust over  against 
it,  and  Al)on  Ha»«<in  could  |)erceive  them 
cominsT,  and  told  his  wile  he  was  very  much 
mistaken  if  the  caliph  and  Zobeide,  prece- 
<^p<l  by  Mesniur,  anil  tbilowed  by  a  great 
number  of  women,  were  not  coming  to  do 
them  the  honour  of  a  visit.  She  kx)ked 
through  a  lattice,  and  saw  them.  Though 
her  huslKind  told  her  betbrehand,  she  ^ni- 
ed  frisrhteniHl,  and  cried  out.  What  sliail 
we  do  i  We  are  ruined.  Fear  iMithing, 
replied  Abon  Hainan :  have  vou  tbrgot  al- 
reiidy  what  we  agreed  on  ?  \Vc  will  both 
leign  ourselves  dead,  and  you  sliall  see  all 
will  go  well.  At  the  slow  nite  they  come, 
we  sliall  be  readv  before  they  get  to  the 
door.  Accordingly,  Abon  Hassan  and  his 
wife  wrapjwd  up  luid  covered  theniselves 
with  the  pieces  ot'  brocade,  and  waited  pa« 
tiijntly  lor  their  visitors. 
Mesrour,  who  came  first,  opened  the  door, 
and  the  caliph  and  Zobeide,  tbilowed  by 
their  attendants,  entere<l  the  mom  ;  but 
were  extremely  surpris<»d,and  stood  motion* 
le^,  at  the  dismal  sii^ht  which  presented 
itst»lt'  to  their  view,  not  knowing  what  to 
make  oi'  it.  At  la<t.  Zobeide  breaking 
silence,  stiid  to  the  c;iliph,  Alas  !  they  are 
lioth  dead  !  You  have  <lone  so  much,  con- 
tinued she,  ]cK)king  at  the  caliph  and  Men- 
rour,  to  ende-.ivourto  make  me  believe  that 
my  dtsir  slave  wns  deail,  that  I  fiml  it  w 
true  lit  last :  £rriel*  for  kising  her  husband 
hits  certainly  killed  h€T.  Say  ratlier,  ma- 
dam, answered  the  caliph,  prepossessivl  to 
the contmrv. that  Nouzhatoul-nouadatdied 
first,  and  the  nfilicte<l  Abon  Ha»«an  sunk 
imder  his  grief,  and  could  not  survive  his 
dear  wile ;  you  ought,  therefore,  to  agree 
that  you  have  lost  j^our  wager,  and  your 
palace  ot'  paintmgB  m  mine. 
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Hold  thero,  aiiw\vert*d  Zoliokic,  warmed 
at  bciii^  coiUiiulictc;!  by  the  caliph  ;  I  will 
maintain  it,  you  have  lust  your  garden  of 
pleatiui^ps  to  inc.  Alion  Hit^in  died  fiivt  ; 
«nce  my  nurw^  told  you  as  well  as  me,  that 
she  saw  lier  ah^T,  tmd  crying  lor  the  ileiith 
of  her  luLsband. 

The  diiipiite  of  the  caliph  and  Zobeide 
brought  on  another  l)et  ween  Me^srourand 
the  nurse,  who  had  wajrerod  a<  well  as 
thcv,  anil  each  pretended  \o  win,  and  ranic 
at  fast  to  abuse  eacli  other  very  groi<p|y. 

At  lost  tlic  calii>h.  n*He4>tin<r  on  what  had 
passed,  liegim  to  think  that  Zobeide  had  sih 
much  reajaon  a^s  hinisieli'  to  maintain  that 
iihehad  won.  In  tliiriCMibarrassnient  oi'nnt 
being  able  to  find  out  the  tmth,  he  advan- 
ced towards  the  two  cor|>s(*^.  and  sat  down 
at  the  liead,  si^archinir  alitor  r>orne  expe- 
dient thattnigiU  ^lin  him  the  victory  (lyor 
Zobeide.  I  f?wear,  cried  he.  pre^^'iitly  alter, 
by  the  holy  name  of  God.  that  I  will  ^'ivo  a 
thousand  pii^cesof  p)ld  to  him  that  can  tell 
me  which  of  th(*»e  two  die<l  tii"st. 

No  pot)ner  weni  these  wordi?  out  ol'  the 
caliph's  mouth,  but  he  heard  a  voice  under 
Abon  Ilawssm's  jmM'e  of  lm)cade,  »?ay.  Com- 
mander of  the  faithful.  I  died  liist ;  Lnveinc 
the  tlioui«and  tm*ce8  of«rold.  At  the  sjuiie 
time  he  saw  Abon  Ha>a«m  thmw  oti' the 

Ciece  of  brocade,  and  come  and  prostrate 
iniself  at  hi^  feet,  while  his  wife  did  tlie 
same  to  Zobeide,  keeping  on  her  jiiecc  ot' 
brocade  out  of  dwency.  Tiie  prince.>»)  at 
first  KJiriektHl  out,  ho  that  she  friirhtened  all 
about  iier;  but  recovering  herself  at  last, 
ex])rcwsed  givat  .it)y  to  see  her  dear  slave 
rise  as^ain,  just  when  she  Wits  almost  in- 
consolable at  having  s^rii  her  dead.  Ah  ! 
wickeii  Nouzhatoul-aouadat,  cried  she, 
what  have  I  sutlcred  lor  your  siike  ?  How- 
ever, I  toririve  voji  Imm  my  heart,  since 
>"ou  arc  iK>t  deacf. 

'J'he  caliph  tiir  his  pait  nils  not  so  much 
surprised  when  he  heard  Alion  Hassan's 
voice;  but  thought  he  should  have  di(;d 
with  laughinir  at  this  uiinivelling  of  the 
mysterv,  and  to  hear  A  lion  Ha«wr;ui  ask  so 
Kcriously  liir  the  thousand  nieces  of  gold. 
What,  AIhmi  H:l<s;ui.  said  he.  continuing 
to  laiiifh  aloud,  hast  thou  C(Ui>])ir(;(lairain>t 
my  lile.  to  kill  me  a  s^i'turl  time  with  lauirh- 
iinr  ?  How  came  this  thought  into  umr 
head,  to  surpris4*  /dlieide  and  me  thus, 
when  we  least  thought  of  such  a  trick  i 

Conunander  nt'  tht*  liiithful.  replied  AUmi 
Has-un,  I  will  Herlaro  tt)  your  majesty  the 
whole  truth  with«iut  the  leiist  re-erve. 
•Your  iiia'eMy  khow>  very  well  that  I  al- 
ways loved  to  eat  and  drink  well,  and  the 
wile  yiMi  gave  me  i  at  her  increased  than 
n*str.iineil  that  inclination;  With  these, 
dis|ir>sition.'^  >our  niaje-tv  luav  eiu^ily  sup- 
^wKe  \vc»  might  .-|K'!ii  a  gixnl  e-itate  ;  and  to 
make  short  ol  my  ntory.  we  weit*  not  in 
the  lea>l  siKtnnjr  of  what  your  majesty  k> 
genennisly  jiave  »h.  'riils  monilng,  ac- 
eotmting  with  our  caterer,  who  took  cai€ 


to  provide  every  thing  for  us,  and  parmf 
what  we  owed  him,  we  ibund  we  had  ne^- 
thing  lelK  Then  retiectiona  cm  what  vmk 
past,  and  resolutions  to  manage  better  tor 
the  future,  crowded  into  our  thoughts;  we 
lormed  a  thousiind  proiectft,  all  which  wa 
rejected.  At  last,  the  shame  of  seeing  our- 
selves reduced  to  so  low  a  condition,  and 
not  (lariniT  to  tell  your  majority,  made  ui 
contrive  this  trick  to  relieve  our  neces- 
sities, and  to  divert  you  with  it,  which  wc 
hope  your  majesty  will  be  pleased  to  par- 
don us. 

The  caliph  and  Zolicide  were  very  well 
s:iti.<lie;{  with  Al>on  HaM^iUi's  sincerity,  ;md 
not  sr)rry  lor  wliat  wa-^j  done;  and  thenZo- 
heide.  who  had  all  along  been  very  serious, 
heiran  to  laugh  at  the  thoughts  ot' Abon 
na.ss;ui-s  scheme.  The  caliph,  who  had 
not  ce;t<ed  laughing  at  tlie  singularity  oT 
this  adventure,  rising  up,  said  toAbonHai- 
riixn  and  his  wife,  Follow  me :  I  will  ^ve 
you  the  thoussmd  pieces  of  gold  I  promued 
vou.  li)r  joy  to  find  you  arc  not  dead.  Zo- 
beide desimi  him  to  let  her  make  Iter  wkive 
a  |)resent  ot*  the  same  sum.  lor  the  same 
reiLson.  By  this  means  Abon  Hasean  and 
his  <lear  wile  Nou/.hatoul-uouadat  long 
pn;serve-<l  the  liivour  of  the  cali|>li  HarcMin 
A I  rase  hid  and  the  iiriricess  Zobeide,  and 
by  their  lilxMiility  were  made  capable  of 
pursuing  their  pleasui-es. 

The  Story  of  Aladdin ;  or,  the  IVoiiderfvl 

Lamp. 

In  the  capital  of  one  of  the^  larsre  and 
rich  pmvincesofthe  kingdom  of  China,  the 
name  of  which  I  do  not  rceollei't.  there 
lived  a  tailor,  whose  name  wjl-*  Ma^tapha. 
wiiliout  anyotherdistinction  but  that  which 
his  pi-olession  atlbrded  him.  und  ft>  poor, 
that  he  could  hardly,  bv  his  dailv  labour, 
maintain  hims<'lf  tuul  lamily,  wiiich  coo- 
sir-tiMJ  ul*  a  wile  and  son. 

His  son,  who  was  calieil  Aladdin,  had 
betMi  bi-oughi  u|)  after  a  very  carele*  and 
idle  manner,  and  by  that  means  haii  con- 
tracted many  vicious  hahit.'<.  He  w:is  wick- 
ed, obstinate',  and  disolx>dient  to  his  lather 
and  mother^  who,  wiien  he  grew  up. could 
not  keep  him  witliin  doors :  but  he  n'xxjki 
go  o\it  early  in  the  moniing.  and  stay  oi;.l 
all  day,  playiiiiT  in  the  street«i  and  public 
])laces  with  little  vagabonds  of  hu  own 
aire. 

When  he  was  old  enouirh  to  Icam  a  trade, 
his  tilt  her  not  beiiiir  able  to  put  him  out  to 
any  other,  tiM)k  him  into  his  own  sho^x  lUki 
showed  him  h<»w  to  use  his  needle:  b<.*t 
neither  g«iod  words  nor  the  tearoi'cba*- 
tjsi'mont  were  capable  of  tixing  hii^  hycU 
L'l'uius.  All  that  his  fiiiher  could  Jj  w 
ki-ep  hiin  at  home  to  mind  his  work  vm  in 
vain;  \'nr  im  .s<v>ner  was  his  biick  lumftl, 
but  Aladdin  Wiisgone  for  that  day.  Muf* 
tapha  chasti.qed  him,  but  Aladdin  wai  vor 
corrigihle ;  and  hid  father,  to  hif  gnat  gnti. 
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ma  (breed  to  abandon  him  to  his  Lbcriin- 
iun)  and  waa  so  much  troubled  at  not 
being  able  to  reclaim  him,  that  it  tliit'w 
him  into  a  fit  of  aicluiew,  ol  which  he  died 
in  A  lew  months. 

The  mother  of  Aladdin,  finding  that  her 
nn  would  not  follow  his  falher'i  businet*>. 
•hut  up  the  shop,  sold  off  the  implemenls 
of  that  trade,  and  with  the  money  site  got 
ibr  them,  and  what  slie  could  ^1  bv  B|ijn- 
nins  cotton,  thought  to  maintain  heraelf 

Aladdin,  who  was  now  no  longer  re- 
strained by  the  fear  of  a  father,  nnd  who 
cared  80  little  tor  hia  mother,  that  whenever 
■he  chid  him  he  would  fly  in  Iter  face,  cave 
himieU' entirely  over  lo  dtniii|>ation,  andwas 
never  out  of  the  streetx  from  his  compa- 
nioTM.  This  course  lie  Ibllowed  till  he  \yus 
fiA^en  years  olil,  without  giving  his  mind 
to  any  thing  whatever,  or  the  leart  reflec- 
tion on  what  would  become  of  him.  In 
thisiiluation,  a£  he  was  one  day  iilaving 
according  to  cualom,  in  the  street,  with  Iw 
vagabond  troop,  a  straugcr  ptueing  by  stood 
•  atill  to  observe  him. 

This  Fflranger  was  a  famous  magician, 
called  by  the  writer  of  tliis  story  the  Afri- 
can Magician;  and  by  that  name  I  shall 
call  him  with  the  more  propriety,  aahe  was 
n  native  of  Africa,  and  nad  been  but  two 
davH  come  from  thence. 

WhetJier  the  African  magician,  who  was 
a  eo«>d  physiognomiitl,  had  observed  in 
'  Aliuldin'it  cuuntenunce  something  which 
was  absolutely  nece«ary  fcrtlic  execution 
ef  the  doitien  he  came  about,  he  inquired 
artfully  about  hia  laniily,  who  he  was,  and 
wliat  were  his  inclinations;  and  when  he 
had  learned  all  he  desiicilto  know,  he  went 
up  to  hint,  and  taking  him  aside  from  his 
ccntirades.  said  to  him,  Child,  waanot  your 
lailier  rjillcd  MuBtajrfia  the  tailor  T— Yes, 
lir.anBwcredAladdin,  but  he  has  been  dead 
a  Img  time. 

At  these  words,  the  African  maciciaD 
bnw  hii  arms  about  Aladdin'*  neck,  and 


kift^ed  him  nrvernl  times  with  team  in  hm 
eyes.  Alnddin,whoobFervedhistearB,aak- 
cd  him,^V'hiit  made  him  weepi  Alaslmy 
son,  cncd  the  African  magician  with  a 
High,  huwcnn  I  IbrlH'arT  I  am  your  uncle: 
viiur  good  liilher  was  my  own  brother.  I 
have  been  a  great  many  ycani  abroail  tra- 
vrlting,  and  now  I  am  come  home  with  the 
liuiies  ol'  seeing  him,  you  lell  me  he  is  dead. 
1  iiwure  you  it  is  a  sensible  grief  to  me  to 
be  deprived  of  the  comlbrt  I  cx|)cctid.  But 
il  is  HOine  relief  to  my  afflictiim,  that  as  far 
ail  [  can  remcmlier  him.  I  knew  vou  nt  firn 
light,  you  tire  m  like  him ;  and  I  M<e  I  am 
not  deceived.  Tlicn  he  abked  Alaildin, 
putling  his  hand  into  his  paift:,  where  hin 
mother  liveil ;  and  as  soon  as  Aladdin  had 
inliirmed  him,  he  gave  hmi  n  handful  of 
small  munev,  saying  lo  him,  Go,  my  eon, 
lo  vour  mother,  give  my  love  lo  her,  and 
tell  her  tluit  I  will  coitie  and  tee  her  to- 
morrow, if  I  have  time,  that  I  may  have 
tiie  tulitifuction  of  seeinf  where  my  good 
bmtlier  lived  so  long,  and  cndcil  Ium  dnya. 

As  soon  as  the  African  magician  tell  his 
new-adopted  nephew,  Aladihn  ran  to  hia 
mother,  overjoyed  al  tlie  money  his  uncle 
had  given  him.  Mother,  said  he,  have  1  an 
uncle  7  No,  child,  replied  his  mother,  jtiu 
have  no  uncle  by  your  liithcr's  aide  or  mine. 
I  am  just  now  come,  answered  Aladdin, 
from  a  man  who  says  he  ia  my  uncle  bj 
my  tiilher's  side,  amtiriiig  me  that  ho  ia  hia 
brother.  He  cried  and  Kissed  me  when  I 
told  him  my  liiLherwnH  dead;  aiidtoshow 
you  ttiat  what  I  tell  you  ia  truth,  added  he, 
pulling  out  the  moner,  see  what  he  ha* 
given  me ;  he  churged  me  to  give  hia  love 
to  you,  and  to  tell  vou,  if  he  has  any  time 
to-raomiw,  he  will  come  and  pay  you  a 
visit,  that  he  may  see  al  the  lame  time  the 
houfe  my  father  lived  and  died  iiu  Indeed, 
chill),  replied  the  mother,  your  father  had 
a  brother,  but  he  hat  been  dead  a  longtime^ 
and  1  never  heard  (rf*  abother. 

The  mother  and  ton  talked  no  more 
tlwn  of  the  AfiicBn  maciciBni  bat  iht 
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next  day  Aladdin'd  uncle  tbinid  him  play- 
ing in  another  piirt  of  the  town  with  other 
children,  and  cnibracin'?  him  as  bclbrc,  fui 
two  piec(«  of  ^old  into  iiiA  hand,  and  said 
to  him.  Carry  this,  child,  to  your  motJier, 
and  tell  her  that  I  will  come  and  see  her 
to-nijfht,  and  bid  her  get  U3  pomethinj'  Ibr 
Bupi)tT ;  but  first  sliow  me  the  house  where 
you  live. 

AHer  Aladdin  had  showed  the  AOican 
magieian  the  house,  he  carried  the  two 
pieces  of  crold  to  his  mother,  and  when  lie 
had  told  lierofhis  uncle's  intention,  she 
went  out  and  bought  proxnsions;  and  con- 
sidering she  wanted  x'sirious  vchscIp,  slie 
went  and  borrowed  them  ofherneighboui-H. 
She  6()ent  the  whole  dav  in  preparing  the 
supper ;  and  at  night,  when  it  wiik  read  v, 
she  siiid  to  AladJin,  Pcrimr>s  your  uncle 
knows  not  how  to  find  our  house,  go  and 
see  for  him,  and  bring  him  ii'  you  meet 
with  him. 

Though  Aladdin  had  showed  the  magi- 
cian the  houfsc,  lie  was  very  ready  to  go, 
when  somebody  knocked  at  tne  door,  which 
Aladdin  immediately  opened  ;  and  the 
magician  came  in,  loaded  with  wine  and 
all  sorts  ol*  fruits,  which  he  brought  ibr  a 
dessert 

Aflcr  the  African  mascician  had  given 
what  he  broui^ht  into  Aladdin's  ban: Is,  he 
saluted  his  motner,arid  desinjd  her  to  show 
him  the  place  where  his  bmther  Mustapiia 
used  to  5it  on  the  sofa ;  and  when  she  had 
80  done,  he  ])rei>(Mitly  fell  down  and  kis^^ed 
it  several  timeserving  out  with  tears  in  his 
e3'ep,  My  !HK)r  brother!  how  unhappy  am 
I,  not  to  have  come  soon  enough  U)  give 
you  one  la>tembnirc!  Aladdiifs  motiier 
desired  him  to  .sit  down  in  the  sanifr  place, 
but  lie  would  not.  No,  said  he,  I  phall 
take  can;  h(»w  I  do  that  j  Imt  give  nie  hiave 
to  sit  here  over  against  it,  thai  if  1  am  de- 
privcil  of  the  satisfaction  ot'  seeing  the 
master  of  a  family  so  dear  to  me,  I  may  at 
least  have  the  pleasure  ol*  se«Miig  the  place 
wliere  he  ui?ed»to  .<it.    A laddm's  mother 

Ercssed  him  no  farther,  but  lell  him  at  his 
bertvtosit  where  he  pleased. 
When  the  magician  had  made  choice  of 
a  place,  and  sat  down,  he  began  to  enter 
into  discourse  with  Aladilin's  Tnother:  My 
good  sister,  «iid  he,  dq  not  be  surprised  at 
your  never  havuiir  seen  me  all  ilw.  time  you 
ha  ve  been  mariieil  to  my  brother  Mnstapha, 
of  happy  memory.  I  have  been  forty  years 
absent  from  thus  country,  which  is  my  native 
place,  as  well  as  my  late  brf>ther's;  aiul 
during  that  time  have  travelled  into  the 
Indies,  Persia,  Arabia,  Syria,  and  Egypt, 
and  liave  ie<i<led  in  the  finest  townsof  tho?<» 
countries ;  and  atlerwards  crosf^ed  over  into 
Africa,  where  I  made  a  longer  sLiy.  At 
last,  as  itis  natuml  tor  a  num,  how  distant 
Boever  it  may  be,  to  remember  his  native 
country,  relatk>ns  and  acquaintance,  I  was 
very  dedrous  to  see  mine  again,  and  to  em- 
brace my  dear  brother ;  and  finding  I  had 


strength  and  couraire  enough  m  undertake 
so  long  a  journey,  I  immediately  made  the 
nece>^iry  i)re|)iiration8  lur  it.  aiiil  set  ouL 
I  will  not  tell  you  the  length  of  time  it  took 
me,  all  the  obstacles  I  met  with,  and  what 
lilt  iguesl  have endureil,  to  come  hither;  but 
nothing  ever  mortified  and  alRicted  nie  wo 
much  iis  the  hearing  of  my  brother's  death, 
tor  whom  I  always  hail  a  brotherly  love  ana 
friendship.  I  observed  hia  features  in  the 
lace  of  my  nephew,  your  aoii,  and  distin- 
guished him  from  a  number  of  children  with 
whom  he  was  at  play ;  he  can  tell  >'ou  how 
I  received  the  most  melancholy  news  that 
ever  reached  my  ears.  But  God  be  praised 
tor  all  thin^H !  it  is  a  comfort  to  me  to  find 
him  aj^ain  in  a  son,  wlio  hiis  his  most  re- 
markable teaturtfs. 

The  African  magician,  perceiving  that 
Aladdin's  mother  l)egjm  to  weep  at  the  re- 
membrance of  her  husband,  chanired  the 
discourse,  and  turning  towards  Aiatkiji^ 
asked  him  his  name.  I  am  called  Alaiidin, 
said  he.  Well,  Aladdin,  replied  the  magi- 
cian, what  business  do  you  follow  ?  Are  you 
oC  any  tnide  ? 

At  thij4  question  Aladdin  hung  down  hit 
head,  and  w:ih  not  a  little  dashed  wlien  hit 
mother  made  answer,  Aladdin  is  an  idfe 
fellow ;  his  father,  when  alive,  strm'e  all  he 
could  to  teach  him  his  trade,  biitcoukl  nnc 
snccfH^l ;  art  I  since  his  death,  not  withstand* 
ing  all  1  can  .<:ty  to  him.  he  does  nothing 
but  idle  away  his  lime  in  the  .<^reetB.asyou 
.-aw  liini,  without  c/)n.sideriiig  he  is  no  long- 
er a  chiKI;  and  if  you  do  1uot  make  hiin 
Msliamed  of  it.  and  make  him  leave  it  off, 
I  desjiair  of  his  ever  coming  to  any  gor^L 
He  knows  that  his  father  lefl  him  i;o  for- 
luiie,  anil  sees  me  endeavour  to  sret  bread 
by  spinnin?  c^Uton  every  dav  ;  Ibr  my  part, 
1  am  re.?olved  one  of  these  days  1o  f  iim  him 
out  of  doors,  and  let  him  nroviile  lor  himself' 
Alter  the.se  words.  Aladdin's  mother  boret 
out  into  tears ;  and  the  magician  Raid,  This 
is  not  well,  nenhew ;  yoii  must  think  cf 
helping  vourselt',  and  getting  your  liveli- 
hood.  There  arc  a  gi-eat  many  sorts  of 
tmdes,  consider  if  you  liave  not  an  inclina- 
tion to  some  of  them ;  perhans  you  did  not 
like  your  father's  trade,  and  would  prefer 
another;  come,  do  not  disguise  your  senti- 
ments from  me ;  I  will  endeavour  to  help 
you.  Rut  finding  that  Aladdin  returned  no 
answer;  If  you  have  no  min<l.  continued 
he,  to  learn  any  li-ade.  and  prove  an  hnneit 
man^  I  will  take  a  sliop  tor  you.  ami  tum^h 
it  with  all  sorts  of  fine  stutls  and  linens 
and  set  you  to  trade  with  them ;  an*l  with 
the  money  you  make  with  them,  lay  in 
fresh  goo<ls,and  then  you  \vi\\  live  afWaa 
honourable  way.  Consult  vonr  own  inch- 
nation,  and  tell  m«  freely  what  you  thinJiof 
it :  you  shall  always  find  mc  ready  to  keep 
my  word. 

This  proposal  greatly  flattered  Aladdin, 
who  mortally  hated  work,  and  had 
enough  to  know  that  luch  aort  of 
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were  very  much  esteemed  and  frequented, 
and  the  owners  honourcd  and  resiier.ted. 
He  told  the  ma«fician  he  had  a  icreatcr 
inclination  to  that  biiairiesB  than  to  any 
other,  and  that  he  vhould  be  very  niucli 
obliged  to  him  all  his  life  lor  hin  kmdnen. 
Since  this  proiearion  is  agreeable  to  you, 
said  the  Alrican  magician,  I  will  carry  you 
aion^  with  nie  to-morrow,  and  clothe  you 
as  richly  and  handsomely  as  the  bent  mer- 
chants in  the  city,  and  afler  that  we  will 
think  of  opening  such  a  shop  as  1  mean. 

Aladdiii'b  mother,  who  never  till  then 
could  believe  that  tlie  magician  was  her 
husbaiiil*s  brotheTi  no  longer  doubted  it  al- 
ter his  pnodiises!  oTkinilnoff*  to  her  son.  She 
thanked  him  tor  his  ffood  uitcntk)n8;  and 
aller  haviitg  exhorted  Aladdin  to  render 
himHell' worthy  cMl'  his  uncle's  favour  by  his 
good  bolutviour,  i^erved  up  supper,  at  which 
thev  talked  nt'  several  indifferent  matters  : 
and  then  the  magician,  who  saw  that  the 
night  was  prettv  tiir  advanced,  took  his 
l€»vf:  of  the  mother  and  nn,  and  retireJ. 

He  came  again  the  next  day  as  he  pro- 
mised, and  took  Aladdin  along  with  him 
to  a  great  mercliant,  who  sold  all  sorts  of 
clothes  tor  different  ages  and  ranks  reatly 
made,  and  a  \'ariety  of  fine  stufb.  He 
Silked  to  see  some  that  suited  Aladdin  in 
Mze  J  and  after  choosing  a  suit  which  he 
like<l  be^,  and  rejecting  others  which  he 
did  not  think  hand«)nie  enough,  he  bid 
Alaildin  choose  those  lie  prel«^rred.  Alad- 
din, clianned  with  the  liberality  of  his  new 
uncle,  ninde  choice  of  one,  and  the  magi- 
cian innnediiitciv  iKiusrht  it,  and  all  thingc 
proper  to  it,  and  paid  tor  it  without  luig- 

When  Aladdin  found  himself  eo  hand- 
•omely  eciuipi>ed  from  top  to  toe.  he  return- 
ed his  uncle  all  imaginable  ihanlcs ;  who,  on 
the  other  hand,  promiwed  n(.*ver  to  tbrsake 
him,  but  always  to  take  him  along  with 
him,  which  he  did  to  the  most  fret|nented 
places  in  the  city,  und  particularly  where 
the  capital  inRn*hantA  kept  their  phoi>R. 
When  he  brought  him  into  the  street  where 
they  sold  the  richest  <ituf1saiid  finost  linens, 
he  said  to  Aladdin,  As  you  mv  soon  to  be  a 
merchant  as  well  as  thetao,  it  is  profier  you 
diould  frequent  these  pho|»,  and  be  ac- 
miainted  with  them.  Then  he  showed  him 
the  largest  and  tinent  niot«|iic8,  an<l  earned 
him  to  the  khans  or  inns  where  the  mer- 
chants and  travellers  lo^igeii,  and  after- 
wards to  the  Fultun'tt  palace,  where  he  had 
free  accesi« ;  and  at  last  brousrht  him  to  his 
own  khan,  where  meetimr  with  some  nier- 
cfiantjs  he  had  got  uc<iuaitited  with  tunce  his 
arrivHl,  he  gave  them  a  treat,  to  bring  them 
and  his  pretended  neuhew  acquainted. 

This  treat  lasted  till  night,  when  Aladdin 
would  have  taken  hts  leave  <A'  his  uncle  to 
go  home,  but  the  m^igician  would  not  let 
him  go  by  himself,  but  conducted  him  nie 
10  his  mother,  who,  as  non  as  she  saw  him 
»flDel7dr«Bed,wwtnraported  withiosr. 
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and  bestowed  a  thounnd  blessings  upon  tlie 
magician  for  beuig  at  so  great  an  ex|)eiise 
upon  her  child.  Generous  relation,  said 
she,  1  know  not  how  to  thank  you  lor  your 
liberality.  I  know  tliat  my  ion  is  not  de- 
serving of  your  favours;  and  was  he  ever 
so  grateliil,  and  answered  ^'our  iraod  inten- 
tions, he  would  be  unworthy  ol'tnem.  Koi 
my  part,  added  she,  I  thank  you  with  all 
my  soul,  and  with  you  may  live  loiis^  enough 
to  be  a  witness  of  my  eoii'i  gratitude,  which 
he  cannot  better  show  than  by  regulating 
his  conduct  by  your  good  advioe. 

Aladdin,  rcpii&l  the  magician,  is  a  good 
boy,  and  mintfs  well  enougn,  and  I  believe 
we  stiall  do  verv  well ;  but  I  am  sorry  for 
one  tiling,  which  is,  that  I  cannot  lertbrm 
to-morruw  what  I  promised,  becnu:>e  it  if 
Friday,  and  the  shops  will  be  shut  up,  and 
tliereiore  we  cannot  aire  or  furnish  one,  but 
let  it  alone  till  Saturday.  But  I  will  call 
on  him  to-morrow,  and  take  him  to  walk  in 
the  gardens,  where  people  of  the  best  fashksD 
generally  walk.  Perhaps  he  has  never  seen 
those  amusements,  he  has  only  hitlierto 
been  among  children ;  but  now  he  must  sue 
men.  Then  the  African  magician  took  liii 
leave  of  the  mother  and  the  son,  and  retire 
ed.  Alaildin,  who  was  overjoyed  to  be  so 
well  ckithed,  anticipnteil  the  pleasure  of 
walking  in  the  garaens  which  lay  about 
the  town.  He  had  never  been  out  ot'  tiie 
town,  nor  seen  the  environs,  which  were 
very  beautiful  and  plea»«uit. 

Aladdin  rose  early  tlie  next  morning  and 
dreaded  hiinseltl  to  be  ready  against  his 
uncle  called  on  him ;  aiitl  after  he  nad  wait- 
ed some  lime,  he  began  to  be  impatient,  and 
stood  watching  lur  him  at  ttie  door ;  hut  at 
soon  as  he  iwrceiveil  him  coming,  he  told 
his  mother,  took  his  leave  of  tier,  and  ran 
to  meet  him. 

The  majBcician  caressed  Aladdin  when  ha 
came  to  him :  Come  along,  my  dear  child, 
said  he,  and  I  will  sliow  you  fine  things. 
Then  he  led  him  out  at  one  of  tlie  gates  of 
the  city,  to  some  large  fine  houses,  or  rather 
INilaces.  to  each  of  wliich  belonged  be^tuti- 
ful  gardens,  into  which  any  body  might  ga 
At  every  tiouse  he  came  to,  he  asked  Alad- 
din if  he  did  not  think  it  fine ;  and  Aladdin 
was  ready  to  answer  when  any  one  pre- 
Fented  itself,  crying  out,  Here  is  a  nner 
liouse,  uncle,  than  any  we  have  setm  yet. 
Bv  this  artifice,  the  cunning  magician  got 
Aladdin  a  pretty  way  in  tlie  country  ;  wad 
as  lie  hail  a  mind  to  carry  him  farther,  to 
execute  his  def>igii.  he  took  an  opiiortunity 
to  sit  down  in  one  of  the  gardens  by  a  foun- 
tain of  clear  water,  whicli  discharged  iiself 
by  a  lion's  mouth  ot'broiixe  into  a  great  ba- 
sin, pretending  to  be  tired,  the  better  to  rest 
Almldin :  Come,  nephew,  said  lie,  you  must 
be  weary  as  well  as  me ;  let  us  rest  our- 
selves, and  we  shall  be  better  abks  to  walk. 

Aller  they  had  sat  down,  the  magician 
palled  from  his  girdle  a  handkerchia  wah 
eakfli  and  fiuit  whiob  lie  had  piovided  on 
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'&. 


Eann.  He  broke  a  cake  in  two,  eave  on 
faalfto  AbidilJD,  tuid  ate  t  he  other  himKilt' 
and  in  regard  to  the  truit,  he  left  him  at 
libatjrto  take  which  sort  he  liked  beet- 
Curing  thia  short  reptut,  ho  exhorted  his 
nephew  to  leave  off  keeping  company  with 
children,  and  «eek  that  of  wiite  and  prudent 
men,  O  improve  by  their  convcrsatioii ;  lor, 
tBiil  he,  you  will  Mon  be  at  maij's  estate, 
and  fou  connot  too  early  besin  to  imitate 
their  con  veraotitni.  When  they  hail  eaten 
as  much  Its  they  liked,  they  eot  up,  and 
pursued  their  walk  through  the  g:n.rdens, 
which  were  Kperatedt'rora  one  anoilicron- 
ly  by  small  ditches,  which  only  markcil  out 
limits  without  interrupting  the  com- 

licftiioni  ao  (treat  wns  the  confidence 

the  Inhabitants  reposed  in  each  other.  Bv 
this  meiina,  the  AlHcan  magician  drew 
Alaiidin  insensibly  beyond  the  gardeng, 
»Dd  crtKseil  the  country  till  they  almost 
came  to  the  mniintains. 

Aladdin,  who  had  liever  been  sofnrin 
his  Jile  hetore,  began  to  iind  him(<eir  much 
tired  with  so  long  n  walk,  and  said  to  the 
magician,  where  are  we  going,  uncle?  we 
have  lell  the  gardens  a  great  way  behind 
us,  and  1  see  nothing  but  mountains;  it' we 
CD  much  fiirllier,  1  Jo  not  know  whether  1 
snail  bo  able  to  reach  the  town  again. 
Never  fear,  nephew,  said  tlie  laljM  uncle ; 
1  will  i^ow  you  another  garden,  which 
turpBHesallwe  have  yet  sn^n;  it  is  not 
&r  otr  it  M  but  a  little  step ;  and  when  »-e 
eome  there,  you  will  say  that  you  would 
have  been  sorry  to  have  been  so  nigh  it, 
and  not  icen  it.  Aladdin  was  soon  pcr- 
■uaded ;  and  the  magician,  to  make  the 
way  teem  shorter  and  le^  latiguing,  told 
him  a  great  many  stories. 

At  ioA  they  came  between  two  moun- 
tains^ rmdemte  height,  and  equal  mxe, 
divided  by  a  narrow  valleir,  which  was  t)ie 
placewhere  the  magician  intended  ta  bring 
Aladdin,  ta  put  into  executton  a  deeign 
OiM  hMi  hmogbt  him  from  Africa  D  CE»- 


_ „-  no  farther  now,  Mid  he 

to  Aladdin:  I  will  show  fou  here  mom 
very  oitraordinarj'  things,  and  what  do1»- 
dy  ever  stw  before ;  wnicb,  when  na 
liavo  seen,  you  will  thank  me  fiir:  Mt 
while  I  strike  fire,  do  jou  gather  op  all  ths 
loose  sticks  you  can  see,  la  luodlo  a  &• 
with. 

Aladdin  found  there  so  manjr  dried  Kida^ 
that  belbre  the  magician  had  lighted  a 
match,  he  had  gathered  up  a  gma  heap. 
The  magician  presently  set  tMm  m  fire, 
and  when  they  were  all  in  a  blaxe,  the 
mngician  throw  in  some  incense  he  had 
about  him,  which  mised  a  great  cknul  of 
■moke,  wliich  he  dispenieij  on  each  ade. 
hy  pronouncing  several  mn^cal  aradi 
which  Aluildin  did  Jiot  underhand. 

At  the  same  lime  the  earth  trcniblal  a 
little,  and  opened  net  belbre  (he  mngKiu 
and  Aladdin,  and  riiscavere:!  a  stonevboM 
half  a  yard  wuare,  laid  honeont^ly.  Willi 
abrtue  ring  fixe<l  into  themiildlettiL  lo 
raiiie  it  up.  Ahiddiii  wiu  so  frishientd  at 
what  he  saw,  that  he  woulu  tuve  na 
away:  but  oh  heivnslo  be  orrviceable  n 
the  magician,  he  cau(;ht  hokl  ct'  hua 
scolded  htm,  and  gave  him  such  a  box  ca 
the  ear,  that  he  kimcked  him  down,  anl 
had  like  lu  have  heal  liis  ie«th  down  Iw 
ihnKit.  Poor  Aladdingol  upagaiii  tna- 
hlin^,  and  with  teiirs  in  hiH  eyes.  Mid  » 
the  iho^riciaii.  What  have  I  lione.  uncle.  B 
be  treated  after  this  severe  manner  i  I 
have  rny  re^uoiis  lor  it.  replied  ibe  man- 
clan ;  i  am  your  uncle,  and  supply  tK 
place  of  your  liilhcr,  and  you  ott^t  m 
make  no  reply.  But.  child.  adiledhe,«A- 
enjng,  do  not  be  afraid  of  any  thing;  Icirl 
shalliiot  ask  any  thing  ol' you,  but  uiaiTva 
obey  riic  imnctunlly,  il  you  woukl  reapUM 
advanUigea  wliich  I  intended  you  slmU- 
i'liese  lair  prroni  sea  calmed  Aladdin's  ten 
and  resenuiient ;  and  when  the  imntfaa 
nw  that  he  was  come  to  hinHidfi  Im  mi 
to  him,  Yoo  aee  what  1  have  dooe  by  *ir> 
toe  oTmy  iooeiae,  and  lbs  wgrda  I  pi^ 
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„_  ..  .)  true,  that  no  other  pereon  but 
Touraeli'  b  permttteil  to  touch  this  stoiKL 
4nd  to  pull  It  up  and  go  in;  lor  lam  Ibrbid 
•ven  to  touch  it,  or  «t  loot  in  thii  trenaiire 
when  it  iaoiieneil;  ao  you  muiit  without 
fail  punr.cuallr  execute  what  1  tell  you,  lor 
k  i«  a  matter  d'  great  conwquence  botJi  to 
jxwandmc. 

Aladdin,  amazed  at  all  he  Ktff  and  heard 
the  magician  ray  oC  the  treasure,  which 
n-HB  to  make  liim  happy  lor  ever,  Ibreol 
what  naa  pasl.  and  rirnig  up,  nid  to  the 
majician,  Well,  uncle,  irtiat  ia  to  be  dime  ? 
command  me,  I  am  reaily  to  obey  you.  I 
am  ovcTToyed,  child,  mid  the  African  ma- 
fician,  embracing  him,  to  lee  3rou  take  the 
icaolation;  come,  take  hold  of  the  ring, 
and  lifi  up  that  atone.    Indeed,  uncle,  re- 

Elied  Aladdin,  I  am  not  strong  enough  to 
II  it  I  you  murt  help  me.  You  hnve  no 
occanon  lor  my  aKistance,  answered  the 
magtcian ;  if  1  help  you,  \n  ElutU  be  able 
to  uo  nothing :  you  must  lill  it  up  yourwlf : 
take  hold  ol  tne  ring,  only  pronounce  the 
namei  of  your  father  and  grand  talher.tlien 
lill  it  up,  and  you  will  mid  it  will  come 
easily.  Aladdin  did  as  the  magician  baile 
him,  and  raiacd  the  sione  with  a  great  deal 
el'  ease,  and  laiil  it  on  one  ndc. 

When  the  stone  was  pulled  up  there  ap- 
(Karud  a  cavity  of  about  three  or  lour  feel 
:W|i.  willi  a.  little  iloor,  and  stcpi  to  go 
down  lower.  Obeerve.  ray  eon,  said  the 
African  mnziciBIi,  whnt  I  urn  suing  to  Ray 
to  ynu :  go  down  into  tlint  cave,  ami  when 
yon  are  at  the  bottom  of  those  sieiw.  you 
will  Rnd  a  dooropen,  which  will  lean  you 
into  a  large  vaulted  phce,  divided  into 
three  great  halls,  in  each  of  which  you 
will  KC  lour  lame  bran  veneb  placed  on 
each  side,  lull  ofgold  and  sil^-er,  but  lake 
ean  yon  do  not  meddle  with  them.  B»- 
fare  yon  go  inlo  the  fint  hall,  ba  man  to 


tuck  up  TOUT  gown,  and  wrap  it  wrii  about 
you,  arid  then  go  through  the  Mcood  into 
the  third  witlKHit  ttopping.  Above  all 
things,  have  a  care  that  you  do  not  touch 
the  wails,  eo  much  as  with  your  clotbes ; 
lor  if  you  do,  you  will  die  iottantty.  At 
the  end  of  tite  third  hall,  you  will  find  a 
door  which  leads  into  a  garden  planted 

ith  fine  trees  kwried  with  fruit ;  walk  di- 
.  _ctly  across  the  garden  by  a  path  which 
will  lead  you  to  nve  steps  that  will  bring 
you  upon  a  terrace,  wliere  you  will  see 
a  niche  betbre  you.  and  in  that  niche  a 
lighted  lump.  Take  the  lamp  dowo,  and 
put  it  out;  whuiyou  have  thrown  away 
the  wick,  and  poured  out  the  liquor,  put  it 
in  your  breast,  and  bring  it  to  me.  Do  not 
be  afiaid  that  the  liquor  will  spml  your 
clothes,  for  it  is  not  oil,  and  the  lamp  will 
be  dry  as  soon  as  it  is  thrown  out.  If  yoa 
have  a  mind  to  any  of  the  fruit  of  the  gar 
den,  you  may  gather  as  much  as  yon 
please. 

Alter  these  words,  the  magician  dreiv  a 
ring  otf  his  finger,  and  put  it  uian  one  of 
Alaildin'e,  telling  ir-  ■^-  '■ 


liVL. 

Aladdin  jumped  into  the  cave,  went 
down  the  "teps,  and  Ibund  the  three  hall^ 
just  us  the  Alrican  magbian  had  describea 
them.  He  went  through  them  witlialllho 
precaution  thefearofiJeath  could  inspire, 
if  he  fnileil  to  obinrve  nil  that  he  was  rolj 
very  carel'ully ;  crosBed  tlie  garden  without 
■topping,  took  ik>ivn  the  lamn  from  the 
niche,  threw  (lut  the  wick  and  the  liquor, 
and,  as  tlte  miigician  told  him,  put  it  in  hb 
bosom.  But  as  he  come  down  from  the 
terrace,  «eing  it  was  periectlydry.he slop- 
ped in  the  gardn)  to  obwrve  the  Ihat. 
which  he  only  had  a  glimpse  of  in  crawng 
it  All  the  traei  wen  loaded  with  ex- 
traordmary  fniit,  cf  diflantt  eokam  ai 
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each  tree :  some  bore  fruit  entirely  white, 
and  some  clear  and  transparent  an  cr>'8tal ; 
some  ptilc  red,  and  others  dee|>cr ;  some 
green,  blue,  and  purple,  and  others  yel- 
K)w ;   in  short,  there  was  iVuit  ol'  all  co- 
lours.   The  white  were  ]>carls;  the  clear 
and  transparent,  diamonds ;  tlie  deep  red, 
rubies ;    the  paler,  hallas  rubies  ;*  the 
green,  emeralds ;  the  bhio,  turquoises ;  the 
purple,  amethysts;  and  those  that  were 
of  yellow  cast,  sapphires ;   and  so  of  the 
rest.    All  these  fruits  were  so  lar?e  and 
beautiful,  thnt  nothing:  was  ever  seen  like 
them.    Aladdin  was  altogether  ignorant  of 
their  v^\uc,  and  would  have  protorrcd  fif^s 
and  grapes,   or  any  other  fruits,   belui-e 
them ;  and  thouffh  he  took  them  only  lor 
coloured  dass  of  little  value,  yet  he  \vu£ 
so  pleaseJ  with  the  variety  ot  the  colours, 
and  the  beaut v  and  extraordinary  size  of 
the  fruit,  that  he  had  a  mind  to  gather 
some  of  every  sort ;  and  acconlingly  fillc<l 
his  two  pockets,  and  the  two  new  piin^s 
his  uncle  had  bought  for  him  with  the 
clothea  which  he  gave  him ;   and  aR  he 
conld  not  put  them  in  his  pockets,  he  taut- 
ened them  to  hi9  girdle.   Some  he  wrapped 
up  in  the  skirts  of  hip  gown,  which  was  of 
silk,  large  and  wrappinir,  and  crammed  his 
brenst  as  full  as  it  could  hold. 
Aladdin,  having  thus  loaded  himself  with 
riches  he  knew  hot  the  value  of,  returned 
through  the  three  halls  with  the  mme  pre- 
caution, and  made  all  the  haste  he  could, 
that  he  might  not  make  hi?  uncle  wait, 
and  soon  arrived  at  the  mouth  of  the  chve, 
where  the  African  mn^cian  expected  him 
with  the  utmof?t  imixiiience.    Ap  poon  as 
Aladdin  saw  him,  he  crie<i  out,  Pray,  un- 
cle, lend  me  your  hand  to  help  me  out. 
Give  me  the  lamp  first,  replied  tlie  magi- 
cian;  it  will  be  troublesome  to  you.    In- 
deed, uncle,  answered  Aladdin,  I  cannot 
now ;  it  is  not  troublesome  to  me ;  but  I 
will  as  soon  as  I  am  up.  The  African  ma- 
gician wan  so  obstinate,  that  he  would 
have  the  lamp  before  he  would  help  him 
up;   and  Aladdin,  who  had  inrnnib<Ted 
hunself  so  mnrh  with   his  fruit,  that  he 
could  not  well  get  at  it,  rcfupcd  to  srive  him 
it  till  he  was  out  of  the  cave.    The  Afri- 
can magician,  provoked  at  this  obstinate 
rcfufiil  of"  the  lad,  flew  into  a  terrible  pas- 
sion, and  threw  a  little  of  his  iiicen^  into 
the  fire,  which  he  had  tJiken  care  to  keep 
m,  and  no  pnoncr  pronounce  1  two  masrical 
words,  bin  the  stone  which  ha«l  clo^^ed  the 
mouth  of  the  cave,  moved  into  its  place, 
with  the  earth  over  it,  in  the.«:inie  manner 
as  it  lay  at  the  arrival  of  the  ma<^ician  and 
Aladdin. 

This  action  of  the  African  m;iiririan's 
plainly  showed  him  to  be  neither  A liuidin's 
uncle,  nor  Ma»;tapha,  the  tailor's  brother, 
but  a  tmc  African,  a  native  of  that  part  of 

*BslItt  rubies  are  ruhin  of  the  hrightMt 
flokmr. 


the  world.    For  as  Africa  is  a  countrj 
whose  inhabitants  delight  most  in  magic 
of  any  other  in  the  wfiole  world,  he  had 
applie<l  himself  to  it  from  his  youth ;  and 
after  about  forty  years'  exjjerience  in  eu- 
chantnients,  works  of  geoniancv.  fumiga- 
tions, and  reading  of  magic  books,  he  had 
found  out  that  there  was  in  the  world  a 
wonderful  lamp,  the  posse^pion  of  which 
would  render  him  more  jmwcrful  than  any 
monarch  in  the  world,  if  he  couM  obtain 
it ;  and  by  a  late  operation  of  gi*omancy. 
he  found  out  thnt  this  lamp  lay  concealed 
in  a  eubterraneoup  place  in  the  niid^t  oT 
China,  in  the  situation,  with  all  the  cir- 
cumstances, already  described.    Fully  pcr- 
^laded  of  the  tnith  of  tliis  discovery,  he 
EPt  out  from  the  farther  part  uf  Afi-ica, 
and,  a  tier  a  long  and  fatii^uins:  joiimey, 
came  to  the  town  nearest  to  this  tre«i>ure. 
Biit  though  he  had  acennin  knowledsrcol 
the  place  where  the  lamp  was,  he  was  oat 
permitted  to  take  it  him>self,  nor  to  enter 
the  subterraneous  place  where  ii  wa^.  but 
must  receive  it  from  the  hands  of  another 
|)enion.    For  this  reason  he  addressed  him- 
lisclf  to  Aladdin,  whom  he  linked  upon  aa 
a  youn^  lad  of  no  consequence,  ami  fit  lo 
serve  hU  punH>?^' ;  rcisolvinsr.  as  soon  as  he 
got  the  lamp  into  his  hands,  to  sacrifice 
poor  Alaildin  to  his  a^Tiricc  and  wicked- 
nesf,  by  making  the  fumi;;ration  mentkmed 
helbre.  an<l  siyin^thorse  two  magical  wonk, 
the  eflect  of  vvhirli  was  to  remove  the  stone 
into  its  place  ncrain,  that  he  might  liave  oo 
witness  of  the  tnuisaction. 

The  blow  he  gave  Aladdin,  ar>*l  the  au- 
thority he  a.csumed  over  him.  was  only  to 
use  him  to  fear  him.  and  to  make  him  obey 
him  the  more  rea<lily,  and  ffive  him  the 
tamp  ixa  won  na  he  a^ked  tiir  it.  But  his 
too  firreat  precipitation  in  exi'cuting  ^us 
wicked  intctiiion  on  |ioor  Aladdin,  and  ht.4 
fear  lest  RomelvMly  kIiouIiI  come  llril  way 
during  their  dispute,  and  disc^)ver  wluit^he 
wished  to  keep  Pt-cret.  prrtlucnil  an  etiiect 
quite  rontnirv  to  what  he  prnix>>^rd  to  him- 
self. 

When  the  African  masricitin  aiw  that  .\ll 
hip  grrat  hojtfs  weiT  liuFtnitnii  tor  ever,  he 
retimieil  that  Rune  day  tJ»r  AtVicn :  but 
went  quite  rmnid  the  town,  and  at  some 
disfince  I'roin  it.  lor  ti-ar  Uv»t  KHne  persons 
who  had  s^en  him  walk  uui  w.th  the 
Ikw,  freeing  him  come  hack  without  him, 
should  entertain  any  jealoii^y  ot  hun.  aad 
stop  him. 

Acrordinir  to  all  anpeanmces.  there  t^'M 
no  ]irosp«vt  of  Aladdin  bring  aiiv  nvx^ 
hoaril  ol!  IJut  llie  maiririair.  when  h* 
contrivifii  hi?-  <lc!itli,  had  lnr!rc»i!fM  lie 
riiiK  Ik*  put  on  hi**  linger,  whirh  i-rfrf.TpJ 
him.  though  he  kn«'W  ihU  its  \irliii*:  .iriil 
it  is  amazing  that  the  l<ii«.  of  tluu.  toirriher 
with  the  lamp,  did  not  lirive  the  inagKun 
to  despair:  nut  magicians  are  a>  much 
used  to  mistbrtuncs,  and  events  contrary 
to  their  wisheji,  that  they  do  ntx  Iny  theo 


S  heart,  but  sull  feed  theniBclvua  all  Oieir 
ptB  wUh  unaubnaatiaJ  nockuu  and  ctu- 


uiu  puu  vBB|{o  iniui  iiBi  pLCLciiutid  uncle, 
after  nil  hi*  careaes,  and  whnt  he  had 
dcnw  Tor  him,  hia  aurpriso  is  more  easily  lo 
he  iniafiDM  than  expicf^ed  by  wurda. 
When  he-  found  himacir  buried  alive,  ho 
cried,  and  called  outtohix  uncle  to  lellnim 
be  woi  ready  to  rive  him  the  lamp :  but 
all  in  vain,  since  his  cncn  could  not  be 
heard  by  him,  and  lie  remained  in  ihisdark 
abode.  At  luEt,  when  he  had  quite  tired 
hitdMlTwilh  cryiiif;,  he  went  In  we  bottom 
of  the  Bters,  with  a  ileaif  n  to  get  into  the 
garden,  where  it  was  li([ht ;  but  the  door, 
which  was  opened  before  by  enchantment, 
woa  now  ehut  by  the  K\me  means.  Then 
be  redoubled  ha  crietanii  tean^  and  sat 
down  on  the  stew,  without  any  hopes  ot 
ever  sceinf  the  light  again,  and  in  a  me- 
lancholy certainty  of  j>:ii«i[i£  from  tlie  pre- 
i^t  darkness  into  thai  of  n  (pcedy  death. 
Aloddin  rcniaiitcil  in  thir  slate  two  days, 
wiihoiit  eating  or  drinkitu;.  and  on  the 
tliird  day  looked  upon  death  as  ineviinlili-. 
Clai>pinK  his  hands wiih  an  entire  reHi^na- 
tioniothewillorGoil.  hecaid, 'lliereisno 
strength  orixiwcrbut  inthe  preatandhicb 
God.  In  ihiE  action  ot'joinituf  hi«  liands, 
he  rublie<l  the  \it\g  which  ine  magician 
pulonhi^  finder,  and  ol' which  helinew 
Dot  yet  the  virtuejatui  imnicdiiitelyaeenic 


Taull.  and  ku<I  lo  him,  WlutI  n'ouliji^t  lliou 
have  iviihnie?  I  am  reailytooliey  thee 
thyiUive.  «ih1  the  hUveol'utl  wlio  ha 
the  rine  on  Ihy  linger;   1,  oiidllic  otlier 
^vefol'iluitmi?. 

At  anothiT  lime.  Alaildin,  who  lind  not 
been  used  ro  snch  >  usions,  would  have  been 
W  frighleiied,  tltnt  he  woulil  not  have  been 
able  (o  Bueak  at  the  nzht  of  so  ciimordi- 
oarj  a  figure  i  but  the  danger  he  wa<  in 
nade  him  amwer  withcut  hesitation, Who- 


>r  thou  art,  deliver  me  from  Ihie  place, 
,lioa  art  able.    He  had  noMoner  totide 
_  end  of  these  words,  but  the  earth  open- 
ed, and  he  Ibund  hinwell'on  the  very  spat 
the  magician  fitvt  brought  him  to. 

Aladdin's  eyes 


could  bear  the  light,  attu-  having  been  n 
long  in  total  darknew;  "■  *  *"""  ""-  """ 
emfeavoured  bv  degree 


but  alter  he  had 
..  _  ___  to  support  it,  and 
kxik  about  him,  he  was  very  much 
Buri>riaeil  not  to  find  the  earth  open,  and 
could  not  comprehend  how  he  hod  got  to 
soon  out  of  its  bowels.  There  was  nothing 
to  be  seen  but  the  place  where  the  Sie  had 
been,  by  which  he  could  nearly  judge 
whcreaboulB  the  cave  ivas.  Then  turning 
himself  about  towards  the  town,  be  per- 
ceived it  in  the  midst  oT  the  gardens  that 
surrounded  it.  and  knew  the  way  back  by 
which  the  magician  had  brought  him  to  it : 
thc[i,  returning  God  thanks  to  see  himp«u 
once  more  in  the  wwld,  where  he  never 
more  expected  to  be,  he  mode  the  best  o( 
liis  way  liomc.  When  he  got  wilJiin  his 
mother's  door,  the  joy  to  see  her.  and  his 
lainl[in«  for  want  of  sustenance  lor  three 
liny",  mode  him  laint,  and  he  remained  for 
a  lung  lime  as  dead.  His  mother,  who  had 
fallen  him  over  lor  lost  or  dead.  Keing  him 
m  this  condition,  omitted  nothing  loHiring 
him  to  himself  again.  As  toon  as  he  re- 
covered, the  firn  words  he  sjiake  were. 
Pray,  mother,  give  me  something  to  eat, 
lor  I  have  not  put  n  morsel  of  any  thing 
into  my  ntouth  these  three  da>'s.  His  mo- 
ther brought  what  she  had,  and  sec  it  be- 
Ibre  him.  My  son,  said  she,  be  not  too  ea- 
ger, for  it  is  iliuigerona ;  eat  but  a  liule  at 
ii  time,  mid  take  c:ire  of  vourteli:  Bcnides. 
1  would  nol  liave  vou  talk ;  you  will  have 
time  enough  to  tell  me  what  has  happened 
tu  )-ou  when  you  are  recovered.  It  is  a 
ireat  comlbrt  lo  me  lo  see  you  again,  after 
the  uftticiion  I  have  been  in  since  Friday, 
and  the  pains  I  have  taken  to  leam  what 
hod  become  of  you,  ever  since  I  roonJ  it 
was  night  and  you  wen  not  ntmaai. 
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Aladdin  took  his  mother^s  advice,  and 
eat  and  drank  moderatelir.  When  he  had 
done,  Mother,  sakl  he  to  her,  I  cannot  help 
comi)laining  of  you,  ibr  abandoning  me  so 
easily  to  tiie  discretioD  of  a  inan  wTio  had 
a  de<iign  to  kill  me,  and  who  at  this  very 
moment  thinks  my  death  certain.  You 
believed  he  was  my  uncle,  as  well  as  I ; 
and  what  other  thoughts  could  we  enter- 
tain of  a  man  who  was  so  kind  to  me,  and 
made  such  advantageous  proffers?  But  I 
mupt  tell  you,  mother,  he  is  a  rogue  and  a 
cheat,  and  only  did  what  he  did,  and  made 
me  all  tliorfc  promises,  to  accomplish  my 
dciith;  hut  ibr  what  reason  neither  you 
nor  I  can  sues.  For  my  part,  I  can  as-^ 
sure  you  i  never  cave  him  any^  cause  to 
descr\'ethe  Iciist  ill  treatment  from  him. 
You  shall  judge  of  it  yourself,  when  you 
liavc  heard  all  that  passed  lirom  the  time  I 
lef\  you,  till  he  came  to  tlie  executk)n  of 
his  wicked  design. 

Then  Aladdin  began  to  tell  his  mother  all 
that  ha|)pcned  to  nim  on  Friday,  when 
the  magician  took  him  to  see  the  palaces 
and  gardens  about  that  town,  and  what 
fell  out  in  the  \vay,  till  they  came  to  the 
place  between  the  two  mountains,  where 
the  great  prodigy  was  to  be  i)crlbrmcd-, 
how,  with  inreiisc  which  the  magician 
threw  into  the  fire,  and  some  magical  words 
which  lie  pronounced,  the  earth  opened, 
and  discovered  a  cave,  which  led  to  an  in- 
estimable treasure.  He  ibrgotnot  the  blow 
tlie  magician  gave  him,  and  in  what  man- 
ner he  eoftened  again,  and  engaged  him 
by  great  promist^,  and  putting  a  ring  on  his 
finger,  to  go  down  into  the  cave.  He  did 
not  omit  the  leati  circumstance  of  what  he 
niw  in  croHeiing  the  three  halU  and  the  gar- 
den, and  hid  taking  tJie  wonderful  lamp, 
whicli  he  pulled  out  of  his  bofaom  and  rIiow- 
cd  to  his  iiiotiier,  iis  well  as  the  trans^piirent 
fruit  of  difirrciit  ci>lour3,  which  he  had  ga- 
thered in  the  garden  ns  ho  rntumed,  t\*'o 
Birsea  full  of  which  he  gave  to  his  mother, 
ut,  though  tlie**  IhVitri  were  precious 
Ktoiics,  brilliant  an  tiic  sun,  and  the  rcflec- 
tkin  of  a  lamp  which  then  lighted  thorrx)in 
might  have  fed  them  to  think  they  were  of 
great  \'alue,  she  wius  a-?  ignorant  of  thc;ir 
worth  'dti  lier  ton,  and  cured  nothing  tor 
them.  She  liad  lietMi  hrod  in  a  middling 
rank  of  lile,  and  iier  ha^btindV  poverty 
prevented  her  Ixiing  i)<K>esiVii  of  such  things, 
nor  had  fhe.or  her  relations, or  ncii^hlxnini, 
ever  wh'ii  tliein,  sd  that  we  must  iK>t  won- 
der thiit  she  looked  on  them  as  thini^s  of  no 
value,  and  only  pleasing  to  tliC  eye  by  the 
va riet y  c »f  t liei r  e i )Iou is. 

Aladdin  nut  them  behind  one  of  tho 
ca-^hionsot'  i.lie  s^otii  he  sat  u|)on,  and  con- 
tiiiueil  hirf  8torv,  telliii!;  hL^  mother,  that 
when  he  ret  u  hum  I  and  iire«?nted  himself  at 
the  month  ol*  the  cave,  u{)on  his  refuf^il  to 
^ivu  the  masrician  the  lamp  till  lie  had  got 
out,  tlie  Ktone,  by  Iuk  throwing  mme  incense 
into  the  fire,  tmd  ivsing  two  or  three  magi- 


cal words,  itoiiped  it  up,  and  the  earth  ck^ 
sed  again.  He  coul4  not  help  bursting  into 
tears  at  the  representatwn  of^the  miserable 
condition  he  was  in,  to  find  himself  buried 
alive  in  a  dismal  cave,  till  by  the  touching 
of  hiaring,  the  virtue  of  which  he  was  then 
an  entire  stranger  to,  he.  properly  speakin?, 
came  to  lite  again.  When  he  had  nuuie 
an  end  of  his  story,  he  said  to  his  mother, 
I  need  say  no  more;  you  know  the  rest. 
This  is  my  adventurCj  and  the  danger  I 
have  been  exposed  to  since  you  saw  roe. 

Aladdin's  mother  heard  with  so  much 
patience  as  not  tn  interrupt  him,  this  sur 
prising  and  wonderful  relation,  iiotwith 
standing  it  could  be  no  small  affliction  to  a 
mother,  who'  lov^  her  son  tenderly  :  but 
yet  in  the  most  moving  part,  which  disco- 
vered the  perfidy  of  the  African  magkian, 
she  could  not  help  showing,  by  marksof  the 
greatest  indigrnation.  how  much  she  detest- 
ed him  ;  and  when  Aladdin  had  finished 
his  story,  she  broke  out  into  a  thousand  re- 
proaches agaiuHt  that  vile  imi^ostor.  She 
caMed  him  piTfidiuus  tmitor,  barbarian,  as- 
sassin, deceiver,  magician,  and  an  enemy 
and  destroyer  of  mankind.  Without  doubt, 
child,  added  she.  he  is  a  magician,  and  they 
are  plagues  to  the  world,  and  by  their  en- 
chantments and  sorceries  have  commerce 
with  the  devil.  Bless  God  tor  preserving 
you  from  his  wicked  designs ;  tbrj'our  death 
would  have  been  incvitaule,  if  you  had  not 
called  upon  him  and  implored  liisaniBtance. 

She  said  a  gn*at  deal  more  against  the 
magician's  trcacherv ;  but  finding  while^he 
tnlked,  her  son  Aladdin,  who  hsul  not  slept 
ibr  three  days  and  nights,  bogan  to  nod,  she 
nut  him  to  bed,  and  soon  after  went  to  bed 
herself. 

Aladdin,  who  had  not  had  one  wink  of 
sleep  while  he  w:is  in  the  suhtcrnineoo* 
idxxie,  sle})t  verv  heartily  all  that  night,  and 
never  waked  till  the  next  morning  ;  when 
the  first  thing  that  he  said  to  his  mother 
was,  he  wanted  something  to  eat,  and  that 
she  could  not  do  him  a  greater  pleasrire 
than  to  give  him  his  brcraktast.  Ahis  !  cliild 
said  Fhe,  I  have  not  n  bit  of  bread  to  give 
you,  you  ate  up  all  the  pmvisioiis  I  had 
m  the  linage  yesterday ;  but  have  a  little 
patience,  and  it  shall  not  be  long  bt'tcire  1 
will  bring  you  ^onie  ;  1  have  a  little  crvttoo 
whieh  1  have  spun ;  I  will  go  and  sell  it, 
and  buy  bread,  and  HOinethiiiir  Ibr  our  din- 
ner. Mother,  replied  Aladdin,  keep  your 
cotton  against  another  time,  and  give  me 
the  lamp  I  brought  home  yesterday  ;  I  will 
<ro  and  t^eW  it,  and  the  money  I  ^liall  'etlbi 
It  will  H^rve  both  lor  breaklast  and  uuuief 
and  iierhaps  Hupiier  too. 

Aladdin  s  mother  took  the  lamp,  and  «ai>i 
to  her  st^n.  Here  it  is,  but  it  is  very  dirty :  il 
it  was  a  little  cleaner,  I  iK'lieve  it  vrmld 
bring  something  more.  She  took  a  lf!ile 
fine  siuul  and  water  to  clean  it ;  but  had  ao 
sooner  begun  to  rub  it,  but  in  an  iostant  a 
hideous  genie  of  gigantic  size  appeared  be- 
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their  handa,  I  tutd  Ihe  other  olavei  ot'  the 

Aloddin'a  mother  was  not  able  lo  speak 
ftt  the  xiftht  ol'lhii  frightful  genie,  but  taint- 
ed away;  when  Aladdirii  who  had  wice 
before  seen  such  another  genie  in  theca- 
Tem,  without  ioeiii^  time  or  reflection. 
matched  the  Itimpout  of  hii  mother's  nanda, 
and  said  to  the  tv^e  bolilly,  I  :.m  hungry  ; 
bring  me  aomelhini;  to  eaL  T))e  getiii  die- 
(tppeared  immediately,  and  in  an  inetnnt 
returned  with  a  large  ajlver  biuin  on  liin 
b^d,eLnd  twelve  covereii  plates  ot'thesame 
metal,  which  contained  some  exccllunt 
meats;  blx  liirge  white  loiivc^  on  two  other 
plates,  and  two  bottles  of  wini',  anil  twn 
silver  cups  in  each  haiul.  All  the«  (hiiv's 
he  placed  upon  a  tiLble  and  dieippeare'l ; 
and  all  this  WHS  done  before  Aladdin's  mo- 
ther came  out  of  her  sv/mn. 

Aladdin  went  presently  aikI  fetched  some 
water,  anil  llirew  il  i[i  her  face,  to  recover 
her:  wlietherthatortJieaiiicil  of  Ihemeaia 
the  genie  procured,  brought  her  to  lile 
uraiti.  it  Wiu  not  long  before  sjie  came  to 
herself.  Mother,  said  Al^uldin,  do  not  raind 
Ihifl  ;  it  is  nothiiix  at  all  ;  eet  up,  and  come 
and  eat;  here  iawhnt  will))iit  youinheitrt, 
■nil  at  thB  same  timo  sativty  my  extreme 
hunzer :  do  not  let  such  line  meat  be  cold, 
but  fall  to. 

Hii>  mother  wa«  very  much  surpriseil  tn 
•ee  the  i^reat  biutin.  twelve  iilates,  fix  ImveH 
Hnd  the  two  bottles  iind  cupii,  and  to  nmell 
the  delicious  odour  which  enhnled  from  tlie 
plates.  Child,  Riiil  slie  to  Aladdin,  to  whom 

doac- 

ir  poverty,  and  h&l  com' 
piwiiiii  uii  uB  I  ml  B  no  matter,  ntother. 
Mid  Aladdin ;  let  ua  ■(  down  and  eat ;  Ibr 
ma  bare  almost  u  much  need  of  a  gotid 


will  tell  VI 


niach,  as  the  table  was  so  well  furnished 
But  at  Ihe  time  Aladdin's  mother  could  not 
forbear  loolting  at  and  ajlniiring  the  ba«in 
anil  plates,  (hough  she  could  not  well  tell 
whether  tliey  were  silver  n-  any  other  me- 
tal, %  little  accustomed  was  ttM  and  her 
sor,  So  see  such,  and  the  novelt);  more  than 
ihe  value  attracted  their  attention. 

In  short,  the  mother  and  son  mt  at  break- 
litFt  till  it  was  dinner-time,  and  then  they 
thou:{ht  it  tvould  be  berf  to  put  the  twu 
mcak  tos'elher ;  yet  alter  this,  they  found 
iliev-  aliould  have  enough  lcl\  lor  euppex, 
and  tivo  meals  liir  the  next  day. 
WheJi  Aliidiiin's  mother  liad  tiikcn  awaf, 
and  liGt  by  wliat  was  lelt,  she  went  and  sat 
downby  Iicriionon  thesolii.  Aiaddin,sajd 
slic,  I  expect  now  tluit  you  should  satisfr 
my  impitience,  and  tell  me  exactly  wh^ 
1>a»ieil  between  llic  genie  and  you  while  I 
was  In  a  swoon,  which  he  prxwently  com- 
lilied  with. 

She  wnn  in  as  great  ama/.emcnt  at  what 
hereon  told  her,  ui>at  the  apiieamiireot'lho 
genie,  and  »iid  U>  lum.Biit  uin,  whathava 
we  to  lio  witli  genicB  ?  I  never  in  luy  tile 
heard  that  any  of  my  aci|uaintance  had 
ever  seen  one.  Hciw  came  that  vile  genie 
to  address  hiniDcirio  nie.  and  notto  you,  to 
whom  he  had  upiioared  tx^lbre  in  the  cave? 
Mother,  answered  Akuldin,  the  Kt'nie  you 
snw  is  not  Ihe  Mine  wlio  appnui^d  to  mA, 
(liough  he  re;M-inble4  him  in  Kize:  no,  thef 
Iiod  (juite  dilli'^iit  perxoiuj  and  haDits ;  th^ 
belong  to  dilferent  maiiters.  Ifyou  remem- 
l>eT,  he  that  I  lir^t  mw  called  himself  the 
sluvcofthurinijon  my  finger;  atid  thisjou 
mw  called  himself  the  slave  of  the  lamp 
you  liad  in  your  hand  :  but  I  believe  yon 
did  not  hear  him,  for  I  think  jou  fainted 
avav  as  nun  as  he  bc^nn  to  speak. 

What !  cried  the  mother,  wus  your  luop 
then  the  occasion  of  that  cursed  genie's  aa- 
dressiog  himself  nther  (o  me  tnaa  to  Toal 
Ah !  my  no,  take  it  out  of  inr  ■(hi,  Idd 
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put  it  where  >'ou  please.  I  will  never  touch 
It.  I  had  rather  you  would  sell  it  than  run 
the  hazard  of  being  frightened  to  death 
again  by  touching  it ;  and  if  you  would 
take  my  advice,  you  would  part  also  with 
the  ring,  and  not  have  any  thin?  to  do 
with  genics,  who,  as  our  prophet  has  told 
ui.  are  only  devils. 

With  your  leave,  mother,  replied  Alad- 
din, I  shall  now  take  care  how  i  sell  a  lamp, 
as  I  wa«  going  to  do,  which  may  be  so 
serviceable  both  to  you  and  me.  Have  not 
you  been  an  eye-witness  of  what  it  hath 
i)rocured  us,  and  it  shall  stil!  continue  to 
liirniiih  ns  with  subsistence  and  niuinte- 
nance.  You  may  supi)ose,  as  I  do,  that  my 
false  and  wicked  uncle  would  not  have  Uv- 
ken  so  much  ])ains,  and  undertaken  so  long 
an<l  tedious  a  journey,  iV  it  had  not  been 
to  get  into  hu  possct«ion  this  wonderful 
lam]),  which  he  preferred  before  all  the 
gold  and  silver  which  he  knew  ^vus  in  the 
halls,  and  which  I  have  seen  with  my  own 
eyes.  He  knew  too  avcU  the  merit  and 
worth  of  this  lamp,  not  to  prefer  it  to  so 

§reat  a  treasure ;  and  since  chance  hath 
iscovercd  the  virtue  of  it  to  un,  let  «« 
make  a  profitable  use  of  it,  without  making 
any  great  stir,  and  drawing  the  envy  and 
iealousy  of  our  neii^hboiirs  upon  us.  How- 
ever. sTncc  the  genies  fright  >-ou  so  much, 
I  will  take  it  out  of  your  sight,  and  put  it 
where  I  may  find  it  whrn  I  want  it.  As? 
fbrthe  ring,  I  cannot  rtrsolve  to  p-irt  with 
that  neither;  lor,  without  that,  yon  hail 
never  seen  me  a<rain  ;  ami  tlionirh  I  am 
alive  now,  jwrhai^,  if  it  was  gone,  I  iniirht 
not  l)e  so  some  moments  hrnce :  thrrctiMf  1 
hope  you  will  irivf  me  leave  to  kcoj)  that, 
and  to  wear  it  always!  on  my  fiiiiriT.  Who 
knows  what  danffnn?  you  and  1  may  ho 
exposeil  to,  which  neither  of  ns  can  loieso<\ 
and  which  it  nmy  deliver  nr?  from  ?  As 
Aladdin's  arj^uments  were  just,  and  had  a 
great  deal  ol'  weight  in  them,  hk  mother 
had  nothing  tosiy  as^ainst  them  ;  hut  onlv 
replied,  that  he  might  ilo  what  he  pleasn), 
but  (or  her  part,  she  Avonld  have  nothing 
lo  do  with  genies,  but  would  wju^h  her 
hands  of  them,  and  never  tniy  atiy  thing 
more  about  them. 

By  the  next  night  they  had  eaten  all  the 
proviciifms  the  genie  had  brouL^'ht ;  and  the 
next  day  Aladilin,  who  rouM  not  l)<*ar  the 
thoughts  of  hunger,  took  one  of  tlic  f^ilver 
platcrt  under  hiic^it.  and  went  out  earlv  to 
sell  it,  and  aiidre-Tsing  himself  to  a  Jew 
whom  he  met  in  the  streets,  took  him  aside, 
and  pulling  out  the  plate,  asked  him  if  he 
would  buy  it.  The  cunning  Jew  look  the 
plate  and  examined  it,  and  no  sooner  Ibnnd 
that  it  was  good  silver,  but  he  askeil  Alad- 
din how  much  he  valued  it  at.  Aladdin, 
who  knew  not  the  value  of  it,  and  never 
had  been  used  to  such  trnlHc,  told  him  he 
would  trust  to  his  judgment  anil  honour. 
The  Jew  was  somewhat  confounded  at 

m  plain  dealing ;  and  doubting  whether  > 


Aladdin  understood  the  marerial,  or  thr 
full  vahie  of  what  he  oticred  to  lell  him. 
he  took  a  piece  of  gold  out  of  his  pui-se  and 
gave  it  him,  though  it  was  hut  tliesiztietJi 
|)urt  of  the  wortli  of  the  plate.  Aladdin 
took  the  money  very  eagerly,  and.  as  soon 
as  he  got  it  in  his  pocket,  retired  with  m 
much  haste,  that  the  Jew,  not  content  w  th 
the  exorbitancy  nf*  his  profit,  w^is  vexed  he 
hau  not  penetrated  into  Alaildin's  igno- 
mnce,  ana  was  going  to  run  alter  htm,  to 
endeavour  to  get  some  change  out  of  the 
pk^ce  of  gold ;  but  Aladdin  ran  to  last,  and 
had  got  so  far,  that  it  wouUl  have  been  im- 
])Ob^ible  fur  him  to  overtake  him. 

Before  Ahuldin  went  home  to  his  mother^ 
he  ciiJIcd  at  a  baker^s,  bought  a  kni. 
changed  his  money,  and  went  home,  ana 
gave  the  rest  to  hU  mother,  who  went  and 
bought  provisions  enough  to  la.<t  them  some 
time'.  Atler  this  maniier  they  lived,  till 
Aladdin  had  sold  the  twelve  plates,  one 
at  a  time,  to  the  Jew,  tor  the  same  money; 
who,  after  the  first  time,  durst  not  ofier  him 
lew,  for  fear  of  losinn:  so  good  a  chap. 
When  he  had  sold  the  lni4  plate,  he  had 
recourse  to  the  basin,  wiiieh  weighed  tea 
times  as  much  as  the  plate,  and  woidd  have 
carried  it  to  liis  old  purrhast^r,  but  that  it 
was  too  large  and  cumber^aonte ;  tlienefbre 
he  w{isol)lige4l  to  bring  him  home  with  him 
to  his  mother'.^  where,  after  the  Jew  had 
examined  the  weis;ht  of  the  basin,  he  laid 
down  ten  pieces  o\'  gold,  with  which  Alad- 
din waf?  very  well  FJitirslktl. 

They  lived  on  ihest?  ten  pieces  in  a  fru- 
gal manner  a  prettv  wlii!e  :  and  Aiadiiin. 
who  had  l>eeii  us(h(  lo  an  iiile  hie,  Idt  od 
playing  with  young  lads  of  tiiit  own  a« 
evifr  since  his  advrnlurc  With  tfie  African 
magician.  !Ie  spent  his  time  in  watKing 
about,  and  talkinir  with  iieoiile  with  wliom 
hehadgotaerjuaJnted.  tSonietinies  he  would 
stop  at  the  nK»st  capital  mcrrhaiit»'  shopi, 
wlH*re  iM'opie  uf  distinction  met,  and  lisiea 
to  their  discourse,  by  which  he  gained  some 
littli"  knowledge  of  the  world. 

When  all  the  money  was  spent,  Aladdin 
had  nTourso  again  to  the  lamp.  He  took 
it  in  his  hand,  looked  lor  the  same  place 
where  h\^  niother  had  rnblM-d  it  with  the 
sand,  and  rul)lK?d  it  aU),  and  the  genie  im- 
mediate ly  a  pf>eared ,  a  nd  Kii  d  AV  hat  wmikfat 
thou  have  ?  I  am  ready  to  obey  thee  as  thy 
slave,  and  th<^  slave  of  all  thaec  who  have 
that  lamp  in  their  hands  I,  and  the  othrr 
slaves  ol  the  lamp.  I  am  Inmgry.  Rtiii 
Aladdin;  bring  mo  something  toeat.  Ttie 
genie  disapi:H;ared,  and  prtvent'y  reianifd 
with  a  basin,  and  the  siime  number  tt  o 
vered  plates,  &c.  and  f^t  them  iiowu  m  ■ 
tah'e,  and  vanished  agiiin. 

Ahvldin's  mother,  knowing  what  her  ton 
wiis  going  to  do,  went  out  at  that  ume 
about  some  busineRf*.  on  purpoiRe  to  avoid 
being  in  tlie  way  when  the  ^enie  came ; 
and  when  she  returned,  which  was  in  a 
short  time,  and  found  the  tahk  and 
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poard  80  fumiahed  a  aecoiid  time,  wns  nl- 
moet  as  much  purnruMsd  ae  beibre,  at  the 
prodigious*  cflect  or  tiie  himp*  However, 
the  sat  ilowii  with  her  son,  and  when  Uiey 
hod  eaten  lu  much  na  tliey  hail  a  mind  to, 
■lie  set  enough  by  to  last  them  two  or  three 
days. 

As  soon  as  Aladdin  found  that  their  pro- 
vidinntt  niid  money  were  Bi)cnt.  he  took  one 
ol'thetiu  ptatt«,  aiul  went  to  look  lor  his  Jew 
ciuLpniaii  a^n;  but  tHueing  by  a  goiii- 
sinilh^ni  bhop.  who  had  the  character  ot'  a 
very  liiir  ami  hontiKt  man,  the  goKUmlth 
ptNceiviii!^  him,  called 'to  him,  a.  *  '' 
My  lad,  Miave  often  ob^rveil  you 


[Nceiviii!^  him,  called 'to  him,  aid  said, 

you  zo  \  _ 
loiideil  as  you  ai%  at  pre:?enL  and  talk  with 


by, 


such  a  Jew,  and  then  come  liack  ai^ain 
empty-haniletl.  1  Imagine  that  you  carry 
BOinethiiiL^  tiiat  you  liell  to  liim  ;  but  per- 
haps ynu  lio  not  know  what  a  rogue  he  is. 
and  that  he  i»  the  greatest  ingue  antong 
all  the  Jewii,  and  i^  so  well  known,  that 
nobtxiy  will  have  any  tiling  to  do  with  him. 
What  I  teli  you  is  tor  your  own  good.  Il' 
you  will  show  me  what  you  ihjw carry,  and 
It  is  to  be  solfl,  I  wilt  give  ynu  the  lull  woith 
of  it ;  or  I  will  direct  yim  to  oiher  mer- 
chants who  will  iK)t  cheat  you. 

The  holies  of  getting  nio.e  money  for  his 
plate  induced  Ahiddin  to  pull  :tfrom  u:ide. 
his  coat,  and  show  it  to  the  goldsmith.  The 
old  man^  who  at  tinA  sight  saw  that  it  Wiis 
mailc  ol  the  Hnest  silver,  iisked  him  if  he 
had  sold  any  such  as  that  to  the  Jew,  and 
Ala  Idin  toM  him  plainly  tJint  he  had  sold 
him  twelve  such,  ti)r  a  pii*ce  o\'  gold  each. 
What  a  villain!  criel  tlie  soldsmith ;  but, 
added  he,  my  son,  what  is  |)ast  cat  mot  Ih.' 
recalled.  By  showing  you  the  value  of 
this  plate,  wnich  is  of  the  finest  silver  we 
use  m  our  shops,  I  will  let  you  aee  how 
much  the  Jew  has  cheated  yoM, 

The  goldsmith  took  a  pair  of  scaler, 
weiglted  the  plate,  and  after  he  had  told 
Ahiddin  how  much  an  ounce  of  fine  silver 
contained  an  1  was  worth,  he  demonstra- 
ted to  him  that  his  plate  w:is  worth  by 
weight  mxiy  pieces  of  gold,  which  he  pail 
tiim  down  immediately.  If  you  dispute 
my  hoiirtsty,  sail  I  he,  you  may  go  to  any 
other  of  our  trade,  and  if  he  gives  you  a:iy 
more,  I  wilt  he  bonrKl  to  tbiieit  twice  iij* 
much ;  lor  we  gain  only  the  tlu«hion  of  the 
plate  that  we  buy,  aiKl  that  the  fairest  deal- 
m?  Jewv  do  not. 

Alad  lin  thanked  him  for  his  good  advice, 
80  gi-eaily  to  his  advanta^re,  and  never  af- 
ter went  10  any  other  peison,  but  soM  him 
al)  his  plates  and  the  basin,  and  had  a» 
mucli  tor  the  in  as  the  weight  came  to. 

Tliough  A  lad.  lin  and  hu  mother  had  an 
inexhaustible  treasure  of  money  in  tlieir 
lam|i,  and  might  have  whatever  they  had 
a  mmd  to  whenever  they  pleased,  yet  tliey 
lived  with  tiie  nme  frugality  at  before, 
except  that  Aladdin  went  more  neat:  ai 
fcr  hia  mother,  the  wore  no  ckitlies  but 
what  ihe  eaixMd  br  her  ^Monioff  ooctao. 


After  their  manner  ofliving,  we  may  easi- 
ly suppose,  that  the  money  Aladdm  had 
sold  tiie  plates  and  basin  for  was  sufficient 
to  maintain  them  some  time.  They  went 
on  lor  many  yean  by  the  help  of  the  pio- 
duce  Aladdin,  from  tmie  to  time,  made  of 
his  lami). 

Durin»  this  time,  Aladdin  freciuente  1  the 
shoiM  of  tn«;  princi|iid  merchants,  where 
they  sold  cloth  oi'  gold  and  silvc; ,  ami  lin- 
ens, silk  stutlis  and  jewelle.y,  a:  d  o!'te:i- 
t  mes  joining  iti  their ct>nverv;itiOii,a&iuiicd 
a  complete  knowledge  uf  tl.e  world,  and 
;issimied  its  manne.'s.  Bv  his  acquaint- 
ance among  the  jewellers,  ne  came  Id  ki.ow 
that  tlie  fine  I'luit  which  he  had  gatheied 
when  he  took  tfie  lamp,  wei-e  notcoloui-ed 

flaw,  but  stones  of  extruor  linary  value, 
'or  as  he  hiul  seen  ail  sorts  of  jewels 
bought  and  sold  in  their  shoiis,  but  none 
that  were  so  beautiful  or  so  large  aa  liis,  he 
Ibuiul,  tliai  iiiutinid  of  cobured  glassi  he 

KLi(«e;sed  an  int^imalile  treasure ,  but 
ad  the  pru(!ence  noi  to  say  any  tiling  of  it 
to  any  one,  not  even  to  his  mutlier. 

One  day  as  Aladdin  wu^  walking  about 
the  town,  he  hciird  an  order  of  the  sultaiii 
puhlisheil,  for  all  |)Cople  to  sliut  up  tlieir 
shojw  and  hoasiM,  mid  keep  within  doon, 
while  the  princess  Oadioullmudour,*  tlie 
sultitnV  daughter,  w*ciit  to  the  baths  ana 
bac'x  iigain. 

This  public  order  ioFpircd  Aladdm  with 
a  ?n*at  curioi«ity  to  see  tlic  princeiw's  liice, 
which  he  could  not  do  without  getting 
into  the  hou^  of  Stjme  aci|uaiiit<uice,  iuhI 
through  a  winilow;  but  tins  did  not  satisfy 
him,  when  he  considei-ed  that  the  priiiCessi 
when  she  went  to  the  batlis,  h;ul  a  veil  on ; 
but  to  gi-ati fy  hi:<  curiosity,  he  piesently 
thou;;ht  of  a  scheme  whkh  succeeded ; 
that  wsis,  to  place  himself  behind  tlie  (kxir 
of  the  bath,  which  was  so  situated  that  he 
could  not  tail  of  seeing  her  fiice. 

Aladdin  had  not  waitctl  long  before  the 
prince&a  came,  an<l  he  could  ipee  her  plaintjr 
through  a  chnm  ^^  tlic  door  Without  beinf 
Heen.  She  was  ttu**'«'<ed  witli  a  gieat 
c  owil  of  laiiics,  slaves,  ..  '  «*unurhs.  wiio 
Widi'cd  on  each  side  and  behtii !  her.  Whea 
f*he  came  within  thiee  or  four  i>aces  from 
the  door  of  the  biiths,  slic  took  off  lier  veil, 
and  gave  Aladdin  an  oppoi  tuiiity  of  a  lull 
look  at  her. 

Till  tlien  Aladdin,  who  had  ne\*er  seen 
any  womanV  tiice  hut  his  mothcHs,  wtio 
was  old,  and  ne\'er  could  boast  of  any  such 
featu  cs,  thouj^ht  tliat  all  women  were  like 
her,  and  could  hear  iicoide  talk  of  the  ukmI 
surprising  beauties  without  lieing  Uw  leiMt 
move  I ;  lor  whatever  words  are  maiie  use 
of  to  set  off  the  merit  of  a  beauty,  they  caa 
never  make  tlie  same  impreainn  ai  the 
beauty  herMlf. 

But  as  Kxn  a«  Aladdin  had  seen  the 


M( 


«  Which  b  to  nj,  thi  Fua  Mooa  eT  Fall 
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jctowr  BftdroDlboadtnir,  tw   Kntimenta 


eoatd  DotwithitandairthniB  _ 
■>  chanainc  an  otnect  iniipire&  The  prin- 
UM  vnM  the  most  Deautiful  brunette  in  the 
world;  her  eyn  were  large,  lively,  and 
■parkbiv ;  I^^r  looks  >iveeC  oiiil  modest ; 
her  noKwaiof  ajiMt  iwoportion  and  with- 
out A  fbnit ;  her  mouth  small,  her  lipa  of  a 
vermition  red,  acul  charmingly  agreeable 
afmmtXTTi  in  a  word,  all  the  features  of 
berbcewere  perfectly  regular.  It  ia  not 
tberelbie  mirprMng  that  Aladdin,  who  hod 
never  wen,  and  was  a  Etrangr:r  to  so  ma- 
ny charms,  wtls  dazzled,  and  his  Rcneea 
mite  iBviBtied  with  such  an  B«emb)age. 
With  all  these  perfections,  the  princess  had 
to  delicate  a  shape,  so  mmestic  an  air,  that 
the  sight  of  her  was  BuStcieot  to  inspire 

Alter  the  princess  had  passed  by  Alad- 
din, and  entereil  [lie  baths,  he  remained 
■Mne  time  oMonished,  anil  in  a  kind  of  ec- 
■tacy,  retracing  and  imprinling  the  iilcn  ol 
K  cliarming  an  object  'Wiily  jn  his  mind. 
But  at  last  considering  that  the  princess 
was  i^e  past  him,  nnililint  wlien  she  re- 
turn^ from  the  bath  her  back  would  be 
towards'him.  and  Iheti  veiled,  he  resolved 
to  quit  his  post  and  go  home.  But  when 
he  came  there,  he  could  not  conceal  his 
nneasinrs  m  well  but  that  his  mother  |)cr- 
eeiveil  it,  and  was  very  much  surprised  to 
•ee  him  so  much  more  thoughtliil  and  me- 
lancholy than  usual ;  and  asked  him  what 
had  happened  to  him  to  make  him  so,  or 
il'be  was  ill.  Aladdin  returned  her  no  an- 
iwer,  but  sat  carelecsly  down  on  the  solii, 
snd  remained  in  the  same  condition,  full  ol' 
the  ima^e  of  the  charming  Badnnilbou- 
dour.  His  mother,  who  was  dreeeing  su|>- 
per.  pressed  him  no  more.    When  it  was 

ady,  she  set  it  on  the  table  befiife  hloi 


and  all  the  time  cast  d . . .,  _, 

observed  so  prolbund  a  aileacfl,  that  riM 
could  not  possibly  get  the  least  word  outof 
him  b  answer  to  all  the  queatiow  Aa  pot, 
to  Gail  the  reann  of  so  eztraordinai^an  at 
teratioti. 

Allcr  supper,  she  asked  him  ttgaii^  wtiy 
he  wa«  so  melancholy,  but  could  (et  do  d- 
Ibrmatinn,  and  he  dtstemiin^d  togolobad 
rather  than  give  her  the  least  lirftriiDB 
Without  examininx  how  Aladdin,  puwd 
the  ni)(ht,  his  mind  full  aa  it  was  with  the 
beautilul  charms  of  the  prince*  BadnMil- 
boudour,  I  sliall  only  observe,  thai  as  tM 
sat  next  day  on  the  eola,  m'er  egainM  lus 
mothcr,as&be  was  spinning  cot  too,  he  spcka 
to  her  m  these  words :  1  perceive,  raouier, 
that  my  silence  yestenlay  has  very  miiell 
troubled  you :  1  was  not,  nor  am  1  sick,  U 
I  fancy  you  beliei'ed ;  but  I  can  tell  too. 
that  what  I  tcit  then,  and  now  endwe.  ■ 
worse  than  any  disease.  IcnniiotlaUwell 
what  ail.-i  nie ;  but  doubt  not  what  I  amgO" 


10  tell  yi 


I'lOt  kiKl 


I  will  ii 


—  .  -    —  ihB  iiuarter  of  the 

town, and  thcielbrej-ou  could  knownathiof 
ot'  it,  that  the  prijici^«  BadroulboudoOTi 
the  Hultiin'H  daughter,  was  to  go  to  tia 
biiths  after  dinner.  1  beard  thisas  I  walk- 
ed about  the  town,  and  an  order  was  uso- 
c.l.  that,  to  pay  aJI  the  resueet  that  ms 
due  to  that  princess,  ail  the  ^lope  sltouU  b* 
sliut  up  it)  her  way  thither,  anil  every  boif 
keen  within  doors,  to  leave  the  •traeti  free 
for  her  and  her  nttcndanto.  As  1  was  bs 
then  lar  from  the  batli.  I  had  a  greu  mfr 
ouity  to  era  ilie  iiriticnM'i  Ikce  ;  and  as  it 
occurred  to  me  lliat  Uje  prince^  when  * 
came  nigh  the  door  of  the  bath,  woutd  pul 
her  vi:ii  oS,  I  resolved  to  get  behind  ihst 
door.  You  knowtliesitualion  of  thedsir 
and  may  imagine  that  1  must  have  aW 
view  of  her,  il  it  happened  as  I  expected 
The  princess  threw  off  her  veil,  ami  I  hid 
the  happiness  of  seeing  her  nvclr  wa 
with  the  grtiatesi  satisiaction  imapnstib 
Tbi*,  mother,  was  the  causa  of  itj  mdn 
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choly  and  tilence  yevterdajr;  I  kyve  the  prin- 
oeM  with  CO  much  violence,  that  I  caimot 
exproM  it ;  and  an  my  lively  paauon  increa- 
Ks  tvery  moment,  1  cannot  live  without 
the  ponwBionofthe  amiable  princesB  fiad- 
roulboudour,  and  am  resolved  to  aak  her  in 
marrinfe  of  the  sultan  her  father. 

Aladdin's  motlier  listened  with  attention 
to  what  her  son  told  her :  but  when  he 
talked  of*  asking  the  princess  Badroulbou- 
dour  in  marria^  of  the  sultan,  she  could 
not  help  bureting'  out  into  a  loud  laugh. 
Aladdin  would  have  gone  on  with  his  dis- 
couree,  but  slie  interrupted  him :  Alas  I 
child,  said  slie,  what  are  you  thinking  of? 
you  muift  be  mad  to  talk  so. 

I  assure  you,  mother,  replied  Aladdin, 
that  1  arn  not  mad,  but  in  my  right  senses: 
I  tbre^w  that  yxm  ^vould  reproach  me  with 
this  ibily  and  extravagance ;  but  I  must 
lei  I  you  once  moiv,  that  I  am  rcsolveit  to 
demand  the  princess  Batlroulboudourofthe 
witan  in  marriage,  and  your  remonstran- 
ees  shall  not  prevent  me. 

Indeed,  son,  replied  the  mother  seriously, 
I  c4innot  help  telling  you,  that  you  have 
quite  tbrgot  yoursell ;  and  if  you  would  put 
this  reaoiution  of  >'oure  in  execution,  1  do 
not  see  who  you  can  get  to  venture  to  pro- 
pose it  for  you.  You  yourself,  replied  he 
immediately.  I  go  to  the  sultan !  answer- 
ed the  mother,  amazed  and  surprised.  I 
shall  take  care  how  I  engage  in  such  an 
aiiair.  Why,  who  are  you,  son,  continued 
■he,  that  you  can  have  tlie  assurance  to 
think  of  your  sultan's  daughter  ?  Ha\*e 
you  forgot  that  3rour  tather  was  one  of  the 
poorest  taikurs  in  the  capital,  and  that  I  am 
of  no  better  extraction  ?  and  do  not  vou 
know,  that  sultans  ne\'er  marry  tlieir 
daughters  but  to  princes,  sons  of  sultans 
like  themselves  ? 

Mother,  answered  Aladdin,  I  ha^-e  al- 
ready told  you  that  I  loi-esaw  all  that  you 
Imvc  said,  or  can  say:  and  tell  >'ou  again, 
that  neither  >'our  diprourae  nor  )'our  re- 
monstrances, sliall  make  mc  change  mv 
mind.  I  have  told  >'ou  that  you  must  ask 
the  princess  Badroulboudour  in  miuTiii^^ 
for  me :  it  is  a  favour  I  desire  of  rou.  w^ith 
all  the  respect  I  ow«  you :  ana  I  beg  of 
you  not  to  refuse  me,  unless  you  would 
rather  see  me  in  my  grave,  than  by  so  do- 
inff  eive  me  new  life. 

Tne  good  old  woman  was  very  much 
embanttfsed,  when  she  found  Aladdin  so 
obstinately  penristing  in  so  foolish  a  design. 
My  son,  said  she  a^n,  I  am  your  mother, 
wIk)  brought  you  mto  the  world,  and  there 
is  notliinf  that  is  reasonable  but  I  would 
readily  do  for  you.  If  I  was  to  go  and 
treat  about  your  marriage  with  some  neigh- 
bour's daughter,  whose  circumstances  were 
equal  with  yoore,  I  would  do  it  with  all  my 
heart :  and  then  they  woukl  expect  yoo 
should  have  some  little  estate  or  fortune,  or 
be  of  some  trade.  When  such  poor  Iblka  as 
we  are  havea  mind  to  many,  tM  fint  thing 


they  ought  to  think  of,  is  how  to  live.    But 
without  reflecting  on  the  meanoeM  of  your 
birth,  and  the  little  merit  and  fortune  you 
have  to  recommend  you,  you  aim  at  the 
higliest  pitch  of  fortune ;   and  your  pro* 
tenskxw  are  no  less  than  to  demand  la 
marriage  the  daughter  of  your  sovereign, 
who  with  one  singla  wofd.  can  crush  yoa 
to  pieces.    I  say  nothing  of  what  resperta 
yourself.    I  leave  you  to  reflect  on  what 
you  have  to  do,  if  you  have  ever  so  little 
thought.    I  come  now  to  consider  what 
concerns  m>*8elf.    How  could  so  extraor- 
dinary a  thought  come  into  your  head,  aa 
tliat  I  sliould  f^o  to  the  sultan,  and  make  a 
proiKisal  to  him,  to  sive  his  daughter  in 
niarriage  to  vou  ?    Suppose  I  had,  not  to 
say  the  boldness,  but  the  impudence  to 
present  myself  before  tfie  sultan,  and  make 
so  extravagant  a  request,  to  whom  should 
I  addresf*  nwself  to  be  introduced  to  his 
majesty  ?    Do  you  not  think  the  fint  pe^ 
son  I  should  speak  to  would  take  me  for  a 
mad  woman,  and  chastise  me  as  I  should 
deserve  ?    Suppn^ie  there  ii  no  difficulty  in 
presenting  myself  to  an  audience  of  the 
sultan,  as  I  know  there  is  none  to  those 
who  jTO  to  ask  justice,  which  he  distributet 
equally  among  his  subject!;   I  know  too 
that  to  those  who  ask  some  favour,  he 
grants  it  with  pleasure  when  he  sees  it  is 
<lescrved,  and  the  ixMvons  are  worthy  of  it 
But  v  that  your  case  ?   and  do  you  tliink 
you  have  oeFer\*ed  the  fiivour  ywi  would 
have  me  ask  for  you  ?  are  >'ou  worthy  of 
it  1    What  have  >'ou  done  to  dewrve  suoh 
a  favour?    What  have  you  done  either 
lor  >-our  prince  or  country  ?    How  have 
you  distinguished  yourself  ?    If  yoa  have 
done  nothing  to  merit  so  great  a  favour, 
nor  are  worthy  of  it,  with  what  face  shall 
I  ask  it !    How  ran  I  open  my  mouth  to 
make  the  propoeal  to  the  sultan  ?  His  ma*^ 
jestic  presence  and  the  lustre  of  his  court 
would  presently  silence  me,  who  used  to 
tremble  hetbit:  inv  late  husband  >'our  fa- 
tlier,  when  I  iisKed  him  tor  any  thing. 
Here  is  another  reason,  my  son.  which  you 
do  not  think  of,  which  is,  noboily  ever  goes 
to  ask  a  favour  of  tiie  sultan  without  a 
present ;   fbr  by  a  present,  they  have  this 
advanta^,  that  if  tor  some  particular  rea- 
sons the  favour  is  denied,  tliey  are  sure  to 
be  heard.    But  what  presents  have  you  to 
make?    And  if  yim  had  anv  that  wae 
worthy  of  the  least  attention  of  so  great  a 
monarch,  what  proportkHi  coukl  it  bear  to 
the  favour  you  would  ask  ?  Therefbre,  re- 
flect well  on  what  you  are  about,  and  con- 
sider, that  you  aspire  to  a  thing  which  is 
impossible  for  you  to  obtain. 

Aladdin  heard  very  calmly  all  that  his 
mother  could  say  to  endeavour  to  dissuade 
him  from  his  design,  and  af\er  he  had 
weighed  her  representatkm  in  all  points^ 
made  answer:  I  own,  mother,  it  ii  great 
rashness  in  me  to  preoame  to  carry  m/pre- 
tenaonftofitf;  aiid  a  great  want  of  i 
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■deratim,  to  uric  you  with  so  much  heat 
and  precipitancy  to  go  and  make  the  pro- 
poBal  ol*  my  marriage  to  the  sultan,  with- 
out first  taking  proper  measurec*  to  procure 
a  lavourable  reception,  und  therefore  lieg 
youriiardon.  But  be  not  8urprii%d,  thai 
through  the  violence  of  my  jiasEMon  I  did 
not  at  first  Mght  see  every  thing  tliat  wnB 
necessary  to  l>e  done,  to  procure  me  that 
happinesB  I  seek  afler.  I  love  the  princess 
Badroulboudour  be\'ond  all  you  can  ima- 
gine ;  or  rather  I  anore  her,  and  shall  al- 
ways penievere  in  my  design,  ofmarrjfing 
her;  which  is  a  thing  I  have  determii.eu 
and  renolved  on.  I  am  obliged  to  you  lor 
the  hint  you  have  given  me,  and  look  up- 
on it  as  the  first  step  I  ought  to  tiike  to 
procure  me  tlie  happy  success  1  promisS 
Diroelf. 

You  pay,  it  is  not  customary  to  go  to  the 
■ultan  witliout  a  present,  ana  that  I  have 
notliing  worthy  of  his  acceptance.  As  to 
what  you  say  about  the  pret<ent,  I  agree 
with  you,  ana  own  that  I  never  thousnt  of 
it ;  but  as  to  what  you  say,  that  I  have  no- 
thing fit  to  present  him  with,  do  not  you 
think,  motJier,  that  what  I  brought  home 
witl\  me  that  day  on  which  I  wiis  delivered 
from  an  inovitibie  death,  may  be  an  agree- 
able present?  I  mean  thot<e  things  you 
and  I  both  took  (or  coloured  glasses ;  out 
now  I  am  undeceived,  and  t!an  tell  you 
that  they  are  jewels  of  an  inestimable  va- 
lue, ana  fit  lor  the  greatest  monarchs.  I 
know  the  worth  oi  them  by  frequenting 
tlv?  jewellers'  shop? ;  and  vou  may  take 
my  word  lor  it,  all  the  jewels  that  I  saw  in 
tlie  most  capital  jewellers'  shora  were  not 
to  be  comiKired  to  those  we  have,  cither 
for  size  or  beauty,  and  yet  they  value  them 
at  an  excessive  price.  In  short,  neither 
^u  nor  I  know  the  \'aluc  of  ours ;  but  be 
It  as  it  will,  by  the  little  experience  I  have. 
I  am  i>er8uade<l  that  tliey  will  be  received 
very  favourably  by  the  sultan :  vou  have 
a  lar^e  ixircelain  dish  fit  to  hold  them ; 
fetch  )t,  and  let  us  see  how  they  will  look, 
when  we  have  raiiged  tliein  according  to 
tlieir  ditiercnt  colour?. 

Alaildin's  mother  ietched  the  china  dish, 
and  he  took  the  jewels  out  of  the  two  pur- 
ees in  which  he  had  kept  them,  and  p'sire^l 
thtm  in  the  di  h.  But  the  bri;;htne^-8  aiil 
lu>ti-e  thf'y  liad  in  the  day-tinie,  and  the 
variety  of  t lie  colouis,  HO  dtizz!e<l  the  eyes 
both  of  mother  and  son,  iliat  they  weie 
astonished  beyon<i  meaFure;  tor  the v  hail 
only  seen  them  by  the  light  of  the  lamp 
ibr  though  A iadihn  ha<l  seen  them  hang 
on  the  tiees  lii.e  (iuit,  lieauliful  to  the  eye, 
yet  :is  he  was  but  a  bov,  he  did  not  take 
murh  notice  of  them ;  out  looked  on  them 
only  as  trinket'*. 

After  iliey  had  admired  the  beauty  of 
this  pre«iit  some  time,  Alad(hn  siid  to  \\is 
mother,  Now  you  cannot  excuse  yourt«lt' 
from  goini^  to  the  sultan,  under  the  pretext 
3i*  not  having  a  present  to  make  him.  since 


here  is  one  which  will  gain  yoa  a  &voanh 
blo  reception. 

Though  Aladdin's  mother,  notwithstand- 
ing the  Itcauty  and  lustre  of  the  presenty 
did  not  believe  it  so  valuable  as  her  soo 
osteemetl  it,  she  thought  it  mierht  nevothe- 
less  be  agreeable  to  the  sultan,  and  fcund 
that  slie  coifld  not  have  any  thing  lo  say 
against  it,  hut  was  always  thinking  of  the 
request  Aladdin  wanted  her  to  make  to  the 
sultan  by  liivour  of  his  premnt.  My  son, 
said  she.  I  cannot  conceive  that  your  pre- 
sent will  have  its  desired  effect,  and  that 
the  suhan  will  look  upon  mc  with  a  favour^ 
able  eye ;  and  I  am  sure  that  if  I  attempt 
to  ncouit  myself  on  this  message  of  youn, 
I  shall  have  no  power  to  ojien  my  mouth ; 
and  therefore  I  shall  not  only  laeae  my  la- 
bour, but  the  present,  which  you  ear  is  so 
extraordinary, and  shall  return  horaeagain 
in  confusion,  to  tell  >'ou  that  your  hopes 
are  frustrated.  I  have  told  you  the  conse- 
quence, and  you  ouglit  to  believe  me ;  but, 
iulded  she,  I  will  exert  my  best  endeavour 
to  please  you,  and  wish  I  may  have  power 
to  ask  the  sultan  as  you  would  have  me ; 
but  certainly  he  will  either  lau^  at  me,  or 
send  me  back  like  a  Ibol,  or  be  in  so  great 
a  ra^e,  as  to  make  us  both  the  victiini  of 
his  lury. 

She  used  a  great  many  more  argnmenlB 
to  endeavour  to  make  him  cliange  his 
mind ;  but  the  charms  of  the  prineess  Bad- 
roulboudour had  made  too  great  an  impre^ 
sbn  on  his  heart  to  disfsuaiie  him  from  his 
design.  Aladdin  persi^te  I  in  desirin?  hit 
mother  to  execute  his  resolution,  and  she, 
as  much  out  of  tenderness  as  for  tear  he 
should  be  guilty  of  a  greater  piece  ot'  ex- 
travaffanc*',  condescended  to  his  request. 

As  it  w<is  now  late,  and  the  time  of  day 
for  going  to  the  sultan's  [Kiluce  wa^iianed, 
it  was  put  oir  till  the  next.  The  mother 
and  son  tdkcnl  of  dificn'nt  matters  the  re- 
maining part  of  the  day;  and  Aladdin 
took  a  great  deal  oC  pains  to  eiM'ourHs e  his 
mother  in  tlie  task  she  had  undertaken  to 
so  to  the  sultan ;  while  f\\e,  notwithsiani- 
nig  all  his  ariiumentj^,  could  not  i^ersuaile 
heiwlf  she  could  ever  J^ucreetl :  and  it  ni'jFt 
l)e  contepsed  she  had  leajaon  eitouifh  to 
doubt.  Child,  snid  she  to  Alatliiin.  FT  tlie 
sultan  should  receive  me  as  fiivourahir  ai 
1  winh  lor  your  wike,  ariil  sihouM  hwir  my 
p!0|X>s;il  with  caimiiesH.  and  alier  th::*  kiiul 
rtToption  should  think  ol'a<kii:g  me  where 
lie  your  riches  and  your  estate,  (lor  he  will 
s<x)ner  inquiie  at\pr  these  thiiti  your  jjrr- 
son,)  if,  I  sixy,  he  lihould  a<k  me  the  ques- 
tion, what  }uiswer  would  you  have  me  n- 
turn  him  ? 

Let  us  not  be  uneasy,  mother,  repM 

Alaiidin,  about  what  may  never  hai'pe.'L 

I  Fiii«t,  let  UA  nee  how  the  sultan  receives, 

and  what^  aiiswer  he  ^ives  you.     L*  it 

should  so  fall  out,  tliat  he  desires  to  be  in- 

lurmed  of  all  that  you  mention,  I  hate 

thought  of  an  answer,  and  am  confidott 
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that  the  lamp,  which  hath  aubmsted  ua  bo 
\ong,  will  not  fail  me  in  lime  of  ijecd. 

Aladdin'i  mother  couM  not  aiyunythinv 
againK  wimt  her  mm  then  pnpamd ;  hut 
reflected  tliaT  the  lamp  might  be  capable 
of  doiiitf  ereatcr  woiidiirt  Ihaii  jiurt  provid- 
inf^  vlctuiib  Ibr  tlicm.  Thin  considenilian 
■allied  her,  and  at  the  nime  time  remov- 
ed a!I  the  dilficullicii  which  might  have 
prevented  her  from  undertaking  the  aer- 
Tkeshe  had  [>TOmiscd  hcrmnwiui  ttie  sul- 
tan ;  when  AlndJin,  who  pcitctratcd  iiitu 
bis  mother's  ihoughla,  miJ  to  her,  Above 
all  things  mother,  be  ture  to  keep  the  se- 
crrt,  for  thereon  dcperuU  Itie  succe*  ivc 
have  to  exiK«t ;  njjd  alkr  tht  caution, 
Aladdin  and  his  mother  partci)  to  gu  to 
bed.  But  vioJenl  love,  and  the  great  jiros- 
peci  of  SI  immense  a  luriune,  hail  tu  much 
posseMcd  the  xoii'a  thoughts  that  he  could 
not  leet  as  iveli  as  he  could  have  wished. 
He  ror«  at  day-break,  and  wn\t  prcieiitly 
&nd  nwakriied  liis  mother,  prcaiiiig  her  to 
get  herwir  dre»«d  to  go  to  the  t^ultan'i^ 
pEtlace,  and  to  get  in  first,  tw  the  emnd  vi- 
zier, the  other  viziers,  and  nil  the  great 
officers  of  slate,  went  m  to  Uike  Ilieir  >ieaia 
in  the  divan,  where  tlie  sullun  alwayit  la- 

■  IPd  ir 


lich 

vnw  tiei)  at  liiur  comerH  Ibr  more  eant-  car- 
riage, and  n<t  Ibrwurils  for  the  sultan's  iia- 
Inre,  to  the  great  naiiiilliction  o)' Almlilin. 
When  she  nime  to  the  gutes,  the  gracid 
vixwr,  niid  tlie  otlier  viziers  and  most  dis- 
tniguished  lords  ot'  tlie  court,  were  just 
<ntiein:  attd,  notn-ith^anding  the  crowd 
o£  |>en|ile  u-hn  hud  budnciB  at  the  dii'ail 
was  extraonliiiarr  great,  kIic  got  into  the 
divan,  which  w.\it  a  large  spucioiM  hall, 
the  entry  into  which  was  very  mngnificenL 
Sheptaceil  livraclf  juHt  belbre  the  sultun, 
rmnd  vizier  and  the  pvat  lord?,  who  sat  in 
that  council,  on  his  right  and  tell  hand. 


Several 

tlieir  order,  and  pleaded  and  adjudged, un- 
id  tlie  time  tlie  divan  generally  broke  up, 
when  the  sultun  risintr,dwmiBsed  ibecoun* 
cil.  and  returned  to  hui  apnrtnicnt,  attend- 
ed by  the  grand  vizier  ^  the  other  vizier* 
and  minigters  of  st-iie  rcturneil,  ax  also  did 
all  ihoiKi  whnw  businen  called  them  thi- 
ihcr;  somttpleneeilwitli  gaining  Iheircau- 
b«fl,  others  diaoilisfied  nt  the  neiitcnces  pio- 
nouiiced  against  them,  and  some  in  ex- 
pcctatioa  ol  tlieirs  being  beard  the  next 
si  Cling, 

Aluildin's  mother,  seeing  l*vi  sultan  tin 
and  retire,  and  all  tlie  peo^  «  go  away, 
judgBil  rightly  that  ho  woukl  not  com* 
a^tin  that  diiy,  and  resolved  Ugo  home. 
When  Aladdin  saw  her  return  with  the 
prew-nt  dexignetl  for  the  sultan,  he  knew  not 
nc  first  what  to  think  oC  her  succen,  and 
in  the  leor  he  was  in  lest  she  should  bring 
him  some  ill  news,  he  had  not  courwe 
enough  to  auk  her  any  questions,  till  his 
mother,  who  had  never  set  loot  into  the  sul- 
tan's palace  before,  and  knew  not  what 
w.ia  every  day  practised  there,  freed  him 
from  his  embarnusment,  and  said  to  him, 
with  a  greal  deal  of  simplicity,  Son,  I  have 
seen  tlio  sultan,  and  am  very  wrll  per- 
KUiulcd  he  has  seen  me  loo;  li>rl  placed  my- 
self iunt  before  him,  and  nothing  could  Kin- 
der him  from  seeing  me  :  but  he  was  to 
much  taken  np  with  all  tliam  who  talked 
on  all  siilcs  of  liiin,  that  I  pitied  him,  and 
wondered  at  his  |iatience  to  hear  them.  At 
last  I  belie%i^  he  was  heartily  tired,  for  he 
rose  up  suddenly,  and  would  not  hoar  a 
great  many  wlio  were  ready  prepared  to 
sjieuk  to  him,  but  went  away,  at  which  1 
was  very  well  pleaded,  Ibr  indeed  1  began 
to  kise  all  patience,  and  was  extremely 
Lred  witti  Haiing  so  bng.  But  there  is  no 
harm  done;  "1  will  go  again  to-morrow-, 
perhaps  itie  sultan  may  not  be  so  busy. 


lent,  he  w 


e.apd  to  foitily  himself  with  fi 
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He  had  at  least  the  satkiaction  to  find  that 
his  mother  had  gat  over  the  greatest  diffi- 
culty, which  to  procure  acx^e8B  to  the  sul- 
tan, and  hoped  that  the  example  of  those 
she  saw  speak  to  him  would  embolden  her 
to  acquit  herself  better  of  her  commisuon 
when  a  favourable  opportunity  ofiered  to 
■peak  to  him. 

The  next  morning  she  went  to  the  sul- 
tan's palace  with  the  present,  as  early  as 
the  day  belbre,  but  when  she  came  there: 
she  Ibund  the  gates  of  the  divan  shut,  ana 
undcFb-tood  that  the  council  sat  but  every 
other  day,  thereibre  she  must  come  again 
the  next.  This  iieu's  she  carried  to  her 
son,  whotse  only  relief  was  to  ^uard  him- 
self with  patietice.  She  went  six  times  af- 
terwards on  tlie  days  appointed,  placed 
herself  alwavs  directly  beibre  tlie  sultan, 
but  with  H6  little  success  as  the  first  time, 
and  might  have  ])erhai)s  come  a  thousina 
times  to  as  little  purpose,  if  the  sultan  him- 
self had  not  taken  a  particular  notice  of 
her:  tor  it  is  very  probable  that  only  those 
who  came  with  petitions  approached  the 
sultan,  and  each  pleaded  their  cause  in  its 
turn,  and  Aladdin's  mother  was  not  one  of 
them. 

I'hat  day.  at  hist,  after  the  council  was 
broke  up,  when  the  sultan  was  returned  to 
his  own  apartment,  he  said  to  his  grand 
vizier,  I  have  tor  some  time  observed  a 
certain  woman,  who  comes  constantly  eve- 
rv  day  that  I  go  into  council,  and  has  some- 
thing wrui^ped  up  in  a  nai^kin :  she  always 
stands  ui>  from  the  beginning:  to  the  break- 
ing up  of  the  council,  and  uiiects  to  place 
heiveff  just  beibre  me.  Do  you  know  what 
she  \vm\is  ? 

Sir,  replied  the  grand  vizier,  who  knew 
no  more  than  the  sultin  what  she  wanted, 
but  had  not  a  mind  to  seem  uninfbrme<], 
your  maje:«ty  knows  that  women  often  form 
complaints  on  trifle? :  perhaps  this  woman 
may  come  to  complam  to  your  majesty, 
that  somebody  h:ifl  sold  her  some  bod  flour, 
or  some  such  iriflin*  matter.  The  sultan 
was  not  satisfied  with  this  answer,  but  re- 
plied, If  this  woman  coniPr!  again  next  coun- 
cil-day, do  not  fail  to  call  her.  that  I  may 
hear  what  she  has  to  say.  The  gnuid  \i- 
zier  made  answer  by  kiz^in^  liis  hand,  and 
lifting  it  up  alx)ve  llis  hea*^  siffnilying  his 
williiigne^  to  lose  it  if  he  failed. 

Bv  this  time  Aladdin's  mother  was  so 
much  used  to  jro  to  the  council,  and  Ptand 
before  tlie  sultan,  that  she  did  not  think  it 
any  trouble,  if  -she  cx)ul<l  but  satiHy  her  son 
that  she  nr^lrcted  nothing  tliat  lay  in  her 
power  to  pItMso  him :  so  the  next  council- 
day  she  went  to  the  divan,  and  placx^d  Iier- 
sclf  before  the  sultjui  as  unual ;  and  before 
the  grand  vizit-r  had  made  his  report  of 
bujiinoss,  the  sultan  ix?rreived  her,  and 
compassionated  her  lor  ha\ing  waited  so 
long,  lie  Kiid  to  the  vizier,  before  >'ou  enter 
upon  any  bu^ine-ss,  remember  the  woman 
I  spoke  to  von  about ;   biil  her  come  near. 


and  let  U8  hear  and  dei|>atch  her  bunneM 
first.  The  ffrand  vizier  immediately  called 
the  chksf  ofwe  officers,  who  stood  ready  to 
obey  his  commands ;  and  pointing  to  her, 
bid  him  ko  to  that  woman,  and  tell  her  to 
come  before  the  sultan. 

The  chief  of  the  officen  went  to  Alad- 
din's mother,  and  at  a  sign  he  gave  her, 
she  followed  him  to  the  icot  of  the  sultan^ 
throne,  where  he  left  her,  and  retired  to  his 
place  by  the  grand  vizier.  Aladdin's  mo- 
ther, by  the  example  of  a  sreat  many  others 
whom  she  saw  salute  tlie  sultan,  bowed 
her  head  down  to  the  carpet,  which  cover 
edthe  steps  of  the  throne,  and  remained 
in  that  posture  till  the  sultan  bid  her  rise, 
whkh  slie  had  no  sooner  done,  than  the 
sultan  said  to  her.  Good  woman,  I  have  ob- 
served ^u  to  stand  a  long  time,  from  the 
beginning  to  the  rising  of  the  divan ;  what 
businea?  bringti  you  liere? 

At  these  words,  Aladdin's  mother  prat- 
trated  herself  a  second  time:  and  wliensfae 
got  up  again,  said.  Monarch  of  monarchi, 
before  I  tell  your  majesty  the  extraordinaiy 
and  almost  incredible  businera  which  brings 
me  before  your  high  throne,  I  begof  >'ou  to 
pardon  the  boldness  or  rather  imiHidenoe 
of  the  demand  I  am  going  to  make,  which 
is  so  uncommon,  that  I  tremble,  and  am 
ashamed  to  propose  it  to  my  sultan.  In  of- 
derto  five  her  the  more  freedom  to  explain 
herself;  the  suJtan  ordered  every  body  to  go 
out  of  the  divan  but  the  grand  vizier,  and 
then  told  her  that  she  might  six^ak  without 
restraint. 

Aladdin's  mother,  not  content  with  this 
favour  of  the  sultan's  to  save  her  the  trou- 
ble and  confusion  of  siH^akinop  before  wa 
many  people,  \v:is  notwithstanding  ibr  se- 
curing herself  against  his  anger,  which, 
from  the  proposal  she  was  going  to  make, 
she  was  not  a  little  apprehensive  of;  thcne- 
fbrc  resuming  her  dii^oursn,  she  said, I  beg 
of  your  majerfy,  if  you  sliould  think  my 
demand  the  least  injurious  or  offen^i^'e.  to 
iL-smre  me  first  of  yonr  p;irdon  and  ibrgive- 
ness.  Well,  replied  the  sultan,  I  will  Ibrfive 
you,  be  it  what  it  will,  and  no  hurt  uall 
come  to  you :  speak  boldly. 

When  Aladdin's  mother  had  taken  all 
the-%  precautions,  for  fear  of  the  sultan^ 
an^^er,  she  told  him  faithfully  how  AliidiUD 
had  seen  the  princess  Badroulhoudour,  the 
violent  love  that  fatal  sight  had  iwpired 
him  with,  the  declaration  he  h:id  made  to 
her  of  it  when  he  came  home,  and  what 
re[)resentations  ^he  had  made  to  diasuade 
him  from  a  pafvtion,  no  less  injurious,  Aid 
she,  to  your  maiesty.  as  sultan,  than  KotiM 
))rincej»  your  uau^nter.  But,  amtiiiufd 
she,  my  son,  instead  of  taking  my  advice 
and  reflecting  on  \m  boldness,  vnxm  soobtft- 
iiate  as  to  i)ersevere  in  it,  and  to  threaioi 
me  with  some  desix^rate  act,  if  1  r^toied  id 
come  and  ask  the  princess  in  marriage  ol 
3^ur  majestv ;  and  it  was  not  tdl  after  an 
cxfrem*»  "ioierre  on  m>'i*elf^  I  was  forced  to 
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hav^  thif  eomplaimnce  fbr  him.  (br  which  I 
nef  your  majesty  once  more  to  iKirdon  not 
only  me,  but  forgive  Aladdin  my  eon,  for 
entertaining  nich  a  rash  thought  as  to  aa- 
pire  to  to  high  nn  alliance. 

The  Bultan  hearkened  to  this  discourse 
with  a  g'reatdeal  of  mildnesp, without  show- 
ing the  least  anger  or  pamion ;  but  before 
he  gave  her  any  answer,  he  asked  her 
what  she  had  brought  tied  up  in  that  nap- 
kin. She  took  the  china  dish,  which  she 
had  set  down  at  the  toot  of  the  throne  be- 
fore she  prostrated  herself  before  him ;  she 
untied  it,  and  preiscnted  it  to  the  sultan. 

Tlie  sultanas  amazement  and  surprise 
were  inexpressible,  when  he  saw  so  man  v 
large,  beautiful,  and  valuable  jewels,  col- 
lected in  one  dish.  He  remained  for  some 
time  motionless  with  admiration.  At  last, 
when  he  had  recovered  himself,  he  receiv- 
ed the  present  from  Aladdin's  mother's 
hand,  and  cryin?  out  in  a  transport  of  joy, 
How  rich  and  now  beautiful  f  Afler  he 
had  arlmired  and  handled  all  the  jewels, 
'  one  afler  another,  he  turned  about  to  his 
grand  vizier,  and  showing  him  the  dish, 
said,  Look  here,  and  confess  that  your  eyes 
never  beheld  any  thing  so  rich  and  beauti- 
ful before.  The  vizier  was  channed.  Well, 
continued  the  sultan,  what  sayeet  thou  to 
such  a  present  ?  Is  it  not  worthy  of  the  prin- 
cess my  daughter?  And  ought  I  not  to 
bestow  her  on  one  who  values  her  at  to 
great  a  price. 

These  words  put  the  grand  vizier  into  a 
strange  agitation.  The  sultan  had  some 
time  before  signified  to  him  his  intention 
of  bestowing  the  princoRs  liis  daughter  on 
a  son  of  his ;  therefore  he  was  afraid,  and 
not  without  frrounds,  that  the  sultan,  daz- 
zled by  so  nch  and  extraordinary  a  pre- 
sent, might  change  his  mind.  Thercuimn, 
going  to  him,  and  whiRpering  him  in  the 
ear,  he  said  to  him.  Sir,  I  cannot  but  own 
the  present  is  worthy  of  the  princess ;  but 
I  beg  of  your  majesty  to  grant  me  three 
months  before  you  come  to  a  resolutkm.  I 
hope,  before  that  time,  my  son,  on  whom 
you  nave  had  the  gootincss  to  look  with  a 
tavoumble  eye,  win  be  able  to  make  a  no- 
bler present  than  Aladdin,  who  is  an  entire 
stranger  to  your  majesty. 

The  sultan,  though  he  was  ver^  well 
persuaded  that  it  was  not  iHwsihle  for  the 
vizier  to  provi<lc  so  considerable  a  present 
for  his  son  to  make  the  princess,  yet  he 
hearkened  to  him,  and  granted  Idm  that 
favour.  So  turning  about  to  Aladdin's 
mother,  he  said  to  her.  Good  woman,  go 
home,  and  tell  yotir  son  that  I  agree  to  the 
proposal  you  have  made  me ;  but  I  cannot 
marry  the  prince«  my  daughter  till  some 
fbmiture  I  design  for  her  be  got  ready, 
which  cannot  ne  finislied  these  three 
months ;  but  at  the  expiratkxi  of  that  time 
come  again. 

Aladdin's  mother  returned  home  much 
irore  oveijoyed  than  she  eoaid  ftmva  iroa- 
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gined,  for  she  looked  upon  her  i 
sultan  as  a  thing  imnossible :  and  .,»..,.«^ 
she  had  met  with  a  favounible  answer,  in- 
stead of  the  refusal  and  contusion  she  ex- 
pected. From  two  circumstances,  Aladdin, 
when  he  saw  his  mother  return,  iudgea 
that  she  brought  him  good  news ;  tne  one 
was,  that  she  returned  sooner  than  ordinary, 
and  the  next  was,  the  gaiety  of  her  counte- 
nance. Well,  mother,  saidfhe  to  her,  mav 
I  entertain  any  hopes,  or  must  I  die  with 
despair?  When  she  had  pulled  off  her 
veil,  and  had  sat  herself  down  on  the  sofa 
by  him,  she  said  to  him,  Not  to  keep  you 
long  in  suspense,  son,!  will  begin  by  telling 
vou,  that  insteati  of  thinking  of  dvmg,  vou 
have  every  reason  to  be  very  welisatisned. 
Then  pursuing  her  discourse,  she  told  him, 
how  that  she  had  an  audience  before  every 
body  else,  which  made  her  come  home  so 
soon:  the  precautkms  she  liad  taken  lest 
she  should  have  dienleased  the  sultan,  by 
making  the  proposal  of  marriage  between 
him  and  the  pnncess  Badroulboudour,  and 
the  favourable  answer  she  had  from  the 
caliph's  own  mouth ;  and  that,  as  far  as 
she  could  judge,  the  present  wrought  that 
powerful  effect  But  when  I  least  expected 
it,  said  she,  and  he  was  going  to  give  me 
an  answer,  the  grand  vizier  wnispered 
him  in  tl)e  ear.  and  I  was  afraid  might 
be  some  obstacle  to  his  good  intention  to- 
wards us. 

Aladdin  thought  himself  the  most  happy 
of  all  men^  at  hearing  of  this  news,  and 
thanked  his  mother  for  all  the  pains  she 
had  taken  in  the  pursuit  of  this  aflair,  the 
good  siicceflR  of  which  was  of  so  great  im- 
portance to  his  peace.  Though,  throuch 
his  impatkmce  to  enjoy  the  object  of  his 
passion,  three  months  seemed  an  age,  yet 
he  disposed  himself  to  wait  with  patience, 
reiving  on  the  sultan's  word,  which  he 
kyokeftupon  to  he  irrevocable.  But  all  that 
time  he  not  only  counted  the  hours,  daya, 
and  weeks,  but  every  moment  When  two 
of  the  three  months  were  pest,  his  mother 
one  evening  ^ng  to  light  the  lamp,  and 
finding  no  oil  in  the  house,  went  out  to  buy 
some,  and  when  she  came  into  the  city, 
fbunn  a  general  rejoicing.  The  iihops.  in- 
sto^  of  being  shut  up,  were  open,  dro«t 
witli  fblia^,  every  one  striving  to  show 
their  zeal  m  the  most  distinguislied  man- 
ner. The  streets  were  crowde<!  with  ofr 
cers  in  habits  of  ceremony,  mounted  on 
horns  richly  cnpfirisoneti,  each  attended 
by  a  great  many  footmen.  Aladdin's  mc^ 
tfier  asked  the  oil-merchant  what  was  the 
meaningofall  those  doings.  Whence  came 
Tou,  good  woman,  said  he,  ttiat  you  don't 
know  that  the  grand  vizief's  son  » to  mar- 
ry the  princess  Badroulboudour,  the  sultan^ 
daughter,  to-night?  She  will  presently 
return  from  the  bathi ;  and  these  officen 
that  you  see  are  to  aasiit  at  the  cavalcade 
to  the  ^lace,  where  the  ceremony  is  to  be 
•oiemniied. 
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This  was  news  enough  for  Aladdin'e 
mother.  She  ran  till  »\\e  wjir  unite  out  of 
breatli  home  to  her  8on,who  little  suspected 
any  such  tiling.  Child,  cried  slie.  you  are 
undone !  you  depend  upon  the  sultan's  fine 
promises,  but  tJiey  will  come  to  nothing. 
Aladdin  was  terribly  alarmed  at  these 
words.  Mother,  replied  he,  how  do  you 
know  the  sultan  has  been  ^iltyot'a  breach 
of  promise?  Tiiis  night,  answered  the 
mother,  the  gnxnd  vizier's  son  is  to  marry 
tlie  princew  Budroulboudour.  She  tlicn 
related  how  she  had  heard  it ;  so  that  from 
all  circumstances,  he  had  no  reason  to 
doubt  the  truth  of  what  she  said. 

At  this  account  Aladdin  was  thunder- 
it  ruck.  Any  other  man  would  have  sunk 
cinder  the  sliock;  but  a  secret  motive  of 
iealousy  soon  roui<ed  liis  spirits^  and  he  be- 
thought himself  of  the  lamp,  wliich  had 
till  then  been  so  useful  to  him ;  and  with- 
9ut  venting  his  rag:e  in  empty  words  against 
the  sultan,  tiie  vizier,  or  his  son,  he  only 
laid,  Perhaiw,  mother,  the  vizier's  son  may 
not  be  so  liappv  to-night  as  he  promises 
himself:  while  1  go  into  my  chamber  a 
moment,  do  you  go  and  get  su|7per  ready. 
She  accordingly  went  about  it,  and  tfhe 
guesBe<l  that  her  son  was  going  to  make 
use  of  the  lamp,  to  prevt^iit,  if  possible,  tlie 
eonsummatk)n  of  the  marriage. 

When  Aladdin  had  got  into  his  cham- 
ber, he  took  the  lamp,  and  rubbed  it  in  the 
came  place  as  before,  and  immediatelv  the 
genie  apneared,  and  said  to  him,  What 
would&t  thou  have  1  I  am  ready  to  obey 
thee  as  thy  slave,  and  the  KJave  of  all  those 
who  have  that  lamj)  in  their  handp ;  I  and 
the  other  slaves  ot  the  lamp.  Hear  mc, 
said  Aladdin ;  thou  hast  hitherto  brought 
me  whatever  I  wanted  as  to  proviwiuns ; 
but  now  I  have  business  of  the  grcatctiit 
importance  for  thee  to  execute.  I  have 
demanded  the  priiice»$  Badroulboudour  in 
marriage  of  the  sultan  her  father ;  he  pro- 
mised her  to  me,  but  onlv  asktnl  three 
months  time ;  and  instead  of  keeping  that 
promise,  has  this  night,  iH^ibre  the  expira- 
tion of  that  time,  married  her  to  the  grand 
vizier's  son.  1  nave  ju?<t  he^ird  this,  and 
ha\'e  no  doubt  of  it.  What  I  ask  oC  you 
10,  That  as  soon  as  the  bride  and  bride- 

froom  are  in  bed,  you  bring  them  Iwth 
ither  in  their  bed.  Master,  replied  the 
genie,  I  will  obey  you.  Have  you  any 
other  commands?  None  at  present,  an- 
8were<I  Aladdin ;  and  then  tlie  genie  dis- 
appeared. 

Aladdin  went  down  stairs,  and  sumxid 
with  his  mother,  with  the  same  tranquillity 
of*  mind  as  usual ;  and  ai\er  supper,  titiked 
of  the  princew's  marriasre  as  of  an  aflair 
wherein  he  had  not  the  least  concern;  and 
aAerwardfl  returned  to  liis  own  chamber 
again,  and  lell  his  mother  to  go  to  bed ;  but 
he,  for  his  part,  sat  up  till  the  genie  had 
executed  his  ordere. 

In  the  mean  time,  every  thing  was  pre- 


pared with  the  greatest  magnificence  m  tht 
sultan's  palace  to  celebrate  tlie  priiicen^ 
nuptials;  and  the  evening  w^is  spent  with 
all  the  usual  ceremonies  and  great  re- 
joicings till  midnight,  when  the  grand  vi- 
zier's son,  on  a  signal  given  him  by  the 
chief  of  the  princess's  eunuchs,  supped 
away  from  the  compiiny,  and  was  intro- 
duced by  that  ollicer  into  the  princess^ 
apiirtment,  where  tlie  nuptial  be  1  was  pre- 
ixircd.  He  went  to  bed  hrst,  and  in  a  little 
time  aHcr,  the  Huitancas,  accompaniCil  by 
her  own  women,  aitd  those  of  the  pnocesi, 
brought  the  bride,  who.  according  to  the 
custom  of  new  married  ladies,  mane  great 
resisUuice.  The  sultaiiess  herself'  helped 
to  undress  her,  put  her  into  bed  by  a  kind 
of  vk)lence.  and,  after  having  kitased  lier. 
and  wisheti  her  good-night,  retired  w.tliall 
the  women,  and  the  last  who  came  out  shut 
tlie  door. 

No  sooner  was  the  door  shut,  but  the 
genie,  as  the  faithful  slave  ot^  tlie  lama 
find  punctual  in  executing  the  commaiidt 
of  tlio:^  wIm)  possetse^i  it^  without  givii^ 
the  bridegroom  the  legist  tune  to  caress  hu 
bride,  to  the  great  amazement  ot'then 
both,  took  up  the  bed,  and  transiiorted  it  ia 
an  instant  into  Aladdin's  cliambeTr  where 
he  set  it  down. 

Akiddin,  who  waited  impatientiffbrthHi 
momeiU,  ilid  iv3t  sutier  the  vizier^s  ma.  ta 
remain  long  in  bed  witli  the  princen.  Take 
this  new-married  man,  stii<l  he  b>  the  ge- 
nie, and  shut  him  up  in  tlie  hoase  ot'uffii'e, 
and  come  again  to-morrow  morning  alWr 
day-break.  The^enie  presently  look  the 
vizier's  eon  out  of  lied,  and  ci^rried  him  in 
his  shirt  whitlier  Aladdin  bid  liim ;  and 
al^cr  he  had  breathed  upon  him,  whicb 
prevented  his  stirring,  he  fell  him  there. 

GrcNit  as  wiie  Aladdin's  love  tor  the  prin- 
ceiw  Badroulboudour,  he  did  not  talk  much 
to  her  wlien  they  were  alone ;  but  onlvAud, 
with  a  i)ii8sk)iuite  air.  Fear  noUking.adorBr 
ble  princess ;  you  are  here  in  safety :  tor, 
notwitlistaiMling  the  violence  of  my  pussiocL 
which  your  cliarnis  have  kiikiled,  it  shall 
never  exceed  the  bounds  of  the  proliniiid 
res))ect  1  owe  you.  If  I  have  been  tbrced 
to  come  to  this  extremity,  it  isiK>t  with  any 
intention  of  atfronting  you,  but  to  prevent 
an  unjust  rival's  possessing  you,  coi^irary 
to  the  sultan  your  latlier's  promise  inl^vouir 
of  me. 

The  princew,  who  knew  nothing  of  theie 
imrticulars,  gave  very  little  attention  tD 
what  Aladdin  ox)uld  say.  The  fright  and 
amazement  of  so  unexpectdl  an  adven- 
ture had  put  her  into  such  a  condition,  tliat 
he  could  not  get  one  word  from  her.  Hov- 
ever,  he  uiidre»%d  himself,  and  got  into  tlie 
vizier's  son's  place,  and  lay  witn  his  back 
to  the  princess,  putting  a  sabre  beiwfen 
himselt  and  her^  to  show  that  he  deaerred 
to  be  punished,  if  he  attempted  anjr  thiof 
against  her  honour. 

Aladdin,  very  well  ntiified  with  htrwg 
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thui  liqirivwl  ha  rivnl  of  the  huppincw 
he  hnil  fliitwretl  hiniiifirvhlli  pnjoyin;'' that 
niacin,  slept  very  qiiiiflly,  l\nnigii  itie  prifl- 
CMii  BnilrmilliotiiliMir  nnvet  ptiaml  n  niirhi 
m  ill  in  her  lile;  utid  it' wi' niiwiilcr  the 
emulition  tlie  Kcnitt  ii-l)  the  eraiMl  vixiiT's 
■on  ill,  we  mHy  inuwiiH.'  that  tiie  new  briile- 
gmim  nn'Dt  ii  much  wiir«e.         • 

AIndilin  hiu)  no  ocr.-uioii  tlie  iKXI  moni- 
inf  to  rub  the  binp  to  mil  ihe  p-nir :  h<- 
eHrarnttlielMiaruiipnininl.iiiHl  Jib4  wlirii 
he  hnd  rkme  (Imwni:  Iuhim;)!',  ami  iniil  i» 
him.  1  am  honv  nuiitfer;  wliiit  nm  ymir 
cnmmnndii 'f  <•(>.  miil  Ahulilin.  li-trh  ih<- 
visieHM  mil  mil  <a'  ilu:  iJiwp  whiTMfuu  IbH 
him.  and  imi  him  iiitn  hi*  h^i  u^uii,  iiihI 
carrv  it  ii>  rhi'  Kuliiiu'rt  iKilim'.  Inxii  wtieiirc 
Toulirnnuhi  il.  Tin'  eenk  |iroH'iiily  n-- 
tumeil  with  tlie  viitk'r'*  nhi.  Aliiililiii  khA 
up  he>  Hibrc.  iIh-  briilestomi  wu»  Iniil  liy 
the  iirincfMi.  niiJ  i«  mi  Iimhiii  t)m  nui>(iiU 
boit  wiu  trariHimrleil  into  the  raiiiK  clmni- 
her  of  the  mlacu  Imni  wIu-ih-i'  it  hml  heen 
hmicht.  But  wc  niiu>t  nlmervc  tlmt  all 
IhiK  lime  ihi'  BWiie  iiiA'rr  iii>i*!irtNl  cither 
to  tif.  iiriiin;4>  iir  till'  U'niiul  vixii-r'n  hmi. 
Mia  hulcixio  liirni  wrnijil  li:ivi>  iiiiuh;  llu>ni 
die  with  l^ir.  Ncilli'-rili^l  iItiv  ln-iirnnr 
thirn;  "I'  tJie  ilinniiirw  lirtwi-en  AlaiMiii 


n<l  lii< 


:  llifyo 


.-l-Tl-l 


't^l  tlu-  I 


Ol'  thr  licit.  ;iiul  tln'ir  traiii-|iirt ilium  IriHil 
niif  idnre  ti>  iituitlif r ;  u'liirh  wu  iiiiiy  well 
imapiimwiU'  enough  in  rrii'Iitcn  tlu'iii. 

ArtMuntu  the  emw  tuul  htt  iIiavii  iJie 
nnptlnl-hpil  tn  iu  prnper  pLicu,  the  niltan. 
enrkiiw  III  know  hinv  tlu!  iiriiiceii^  ht« 
dnuirhtcr  luul  kik'hi  the  m^liliiin-iiislii. 
nneiiedlheilnnrtnwUNteritnod  imiriiihii. 
The  cniiiii  vizier'n  miii.  ivlin  waM  ulnwM 
perinliiil  with  rjAil.  hy  >>t]UidinL'  in  hi*  «hin 
nil  iiirht.  utvl  had  not  hiul  linie  to  wann 
liiniHi-li'  in  hed.  no  inxier  heard  the  dunr 
apen.hiithecuioiit  ot'beil.iuidnin  rni')  ttjF 
imrdnibe.  wliere  lie  had  uiidraued  hiiiuch' 
the  nifhl  betbre. 

The  xkiltan  went  to  the  bed-ude,  kiaed 
ife*  pnoocM  bKwoMi  the  f ]W,  McordiDf  10 


curtom.  wuhiiiF  her  a  gaad-marnnr,  and 
fuiked  her,  uniilin;;.  bow  rile  bad  iMwed 
the  night.  Hut  lilline  up  her  head,  ajod 
lunkins  at  her  more  earnestly,  he  wna  ex- 
tremely Hun'rii«d  lot««herK  melancholy, 
and  thnt  neither  by  a  bliiih  nor  any  other 
Kienshe  cnulil  HHiHy  hii  rurkwiy.  tiho 
oiilyr.iMai  him  KHnowTuI  look,  expra^ 
Nve  ol'  en-ut  atUiction  or  great  dinatiriitb- 
tioi).  He  mid  a  ti^w  wordi  to  her;  but 
Hndint  timt  he  rould  not  get  k  word  rram 
her,  hi'  uttrilaiteil  it  to  hernioleety,  aiid 
n.-linil.  Neverthelew,  he  tni'pected  that 
tlirrcw-MMDiiethiiiiri'XtraorJIiinry  in  thii 
Mteiiee.  :inil  tht-reiipmi  went  imTnediat^j 
lollH-mltiDieA-V  a|iartii>fiit.  and  told  her 
in  what  A  i^ntf  he  thunil  Itie  princeM.  tjti 
how  rilie  rcrcivFil  liim.  Sir,  mid  the  nd- 
(iirieNi,  ytiiir  niiiNwIy  ou^ht  not  to  be  rif- 
priHefl  al  ihin  bi-hiivinor ;  all  new-ntnrried  ■ 
peiiple  iihvnj'K  have  a  reserve  nbout  theia 
the  iH-M  day;  vhc  will  be  quite  atxither 
thins  in  twoor  thn-U  ilnys  time,  and  thM 
she  will  n-ceivethe  iultan  herliitheraBiha 
oiishi ;  but  I  will  go  and  PM  her,  aililed 
fhe;  1  um  very  much  decei%t>l  if  ibe  r^ 
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ihv  princeiv'  ainrtmeiii,  who  waa 
•■-lill  in  heil.  She  imdrewthe  curtain, wiriw 
ed  licr  t^mil-inormw.  and  kinted  ber.  Bui 
how  (Trent  btib  her  mirprii*  when  riw  l»- 
tumeil  no  answer :  and  knkine  more  a^ 
teniively  nt  her,  ^e  ;«rc«ive(l  her  la  kii 
very  much  dejected,  which  made  her  nidM 
that  nil  net  h  HIS  liiid  hHiifieneJ,  whieh  MS 
itiii  not  uii.lerWand.  How  come*  it,  ehild, 
wild  the  MiliiiiKiw,  that  you  do  not  retam 
my  raref**!"  ?  Ouatit  you  to  treat  yoar 
nioihrr  iilW  thiH  manner?  And  do  yoa 
think  I  <lii  not  know  what  niav  have  ha^ 
lieiied  in  ymir  circunManM*  ?  I  am  i^it 
to  believe  ynu  do  not  think  to,  and  wi— 
thing extnionlinury  hai  happened:  eOHl^ 
tell  mv  I'reely,  and  leave  me  no  iMfar  i&  a 
painful  BUipe^M 
Atlartlbapn 
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silence  with  a  ^reat  neh,  and  said,  Alas ! 
madam,  mot^t  hoiMurna  mother,  forgive  mc 
if  I  have  liiiied  in  tlie  Tes\yeci  I  owe  you. 
My  mind  is 'so  full  of  the  extraordinary 
things  which  have  befallen  me  this  night, 
that!  have  not  yet  recovered  my  amaze- 
ment and  fright,  and  scarce  know  myself 
Then  she  told  her,  how  the  instant  al^cr 
she  and  her  husband  were  in  bed,  the  bed 
was  transported  into  a  dark  dirty  room, 
where  he  was  taken  from  her  and  carried 
away,  where  she  knew  not,  and  she  was 
letl  alone  with  a  >'oung  man.  who  alter  he 
had  gaid  sonifithing  to  ner,  which  her  iiright 
did  not  suffer  her  to  hear,  laid  himself 
down  by  her,  in  her  liusband's  place,  but 
Grst  put  his  stibre  between  them  ;  and  in 
the  morning  her  husband  was  brought  to 
her  again,  aiul  the  bed  was  tran£>ported 
back  to  her  own  chamber  in  an  instant 
All  this,  Slid  she.  was  but  just  done,  when 
the  sultan  my  futlier  came  into  my  cham- 
ber. I  was  so  ovenvhelmed  with  grief, 
that  I  had  not  power  to  make  him  one 
word  of  answer ;  therefore  I  am  afraid  that 
he  is  ofiended  at  the  manner  in  which  I 
received  the  honour  he  did  me ;  but  I  hope 
he  will  ibrgive  me,  when  he  kiK)ws  my 
meIanchoi>[  adventure,  and  the  miserable 
state  I  am  in  at  present. 

The  sultaness  heard  all  the  princess  told 
her  very  patiently,  but  would  not  believe 
it  You  did  well,  child,  said  she,  not  to 
apeak  of  this  to  your  father :  take  care  not 
to  mentkm  it  to  any  boil3r  -^  for  you  will  cer- 
tainly be  thought  mad  it  you  talk  at  this 
rate.  Madam,  replietl  the  princesp,  I  can 
aswre  you  I  am  in  my  riglit  senses :  ask 
my  husband,  and  he  will  tell  you  theeamc 
itory.  I  will,  said  the  sultaness ;  but  if  he 
should  talk  in  the  same  manner,  I  shall  not 
be  better  persuaded  of  the  truth.  Come, 
rise,  and  throw  off  this  idle  fancy :  it  will 
be  a  fine  story  indeed,  if  all  the  feasts  and 
rejoicings  in  the  kingdom  should  be  inter- 
rupteil  by  such  a  vision.  Do  not  you  hear 
the  trumpets  sounding,  and  drums  beating, 
and  concerts  of  the  finest  music  ?  Cannot 
all  these  inspire  you  with  joy  and  pleasure, 
and  make  you  forget  all  the  fancies  you 
tell  me  of?  At  the  same  time  tlie  suitoncw 
caUed  the  princess's  women,  and  atler  she 
nad  seen  her  get  up,  aiul  nor  her  at  her 
toilet,  slie  went  to  tlie  sultan's  ai>artnicnt, 
and  told  him  that  her  daughter  had  gor 
•ome  odd  notk)ns  in  herhead/but  that  there 
was  nothing  in  them. 

Then  she  sent  for  tlie  vizier's  son,  to 
know  of  him  somethinc^  of  what  the  prin- 
cess had  told  her-,  but ne,  thinking  hinisclf 
highly  honoured  to  be  allied  to  the  sultan, 
resolved  to  disguise  tlie  matter.  Son-in- 
law,  HUil  the  sultaness,  are  you  as  much 
infatuated  as  your  wife  1  Madam,  replied 
the  vizier's  son,  may  I  be  so  bold  as  to  ask 
the  reason  of  that  question  ?  Oh !  tliat  is 
enough,  answered  the  sultaness  -,  I  ask  no 
oiore,  I  see  you  are  wiser  than  her. 


The  rejoicing  lasted  all  that  day  in  the 
palace,  and  the  sultaness,  who  never  left 
the  firincess.  forgot  nothing^  to  divert  her, 
and  induce  her  lo  take  part  in  the  varioue 
diversbns  and  shows  \  but  she  waiso  struck 
with  the  idea  of  what  had  happened  to  her 
that  night,  that  it  was  easy  (o  see  her 
though tri  were  entirely  taken  up  about  it 
Neitlier  was  ihe  gninJ  vizier's  eon's  afflic- 
tion less,  hut  that  his  ambition  made  him 
dietguiffo  it,  iiiiil  nobody  doubted  but  he  was 
a  h.ippy  britie^rouni. 

A  kit  ill  in,  who  Avas  well  acquainted  with 
whut  iKiewed  ill  the  palace,  never  disputed 
hut  tiuit  the  iirw-married  couple  were  to 
lie  to'^etlier  again  ttuit  night,  notwitlistand- 
ing  the  troiibleiiome  adventure  of  the  night 
before ;  and  thcrelbre,  having  as  great  an 
inclination  to  disturb  them,  he  bad  re* 
course  to  his  lamp,  and  when  the  genie 
a{ipeareil,and  offered  his  service,  hesaidto 
him,  The  gnuid  vizier's  son  and  the  prin- 
cess Badroulhoudour  are  to  lie  together 
again  to-night :  go,  and  as  soon  as  tliey  are 
in  bed,  bring  the  bed  hither,  ae  thou  didit 
yesterday. 

The  genie  obeyed  Aladdin  ae  fiuthfiilljr 
and  exactly  as  the  day  before :  the  grand 
vizier's  son  passed  the  night  aaooUlyaod 
dissigrccably  as  belbre,  and  the  pnricev 
had  the  mortification  again  to  have  Alad- 
din lor  her  bedfellow  witli  the  webn  be- 
tween them.  The  genie,  according  to 
Aladdin's  orders,  came  the  next  monung, 
uiid  brought  the  bridegroom  and  laid  him 
by  his  bride,  and  then  carried  the  bed 
and  new-married  couple  bock  again  to  the 
pahice. 

Tiie  sultan,  afler  the  receptkm  the  prin- 
cess Badroulhoudour  had  eiven  him  that 
day,  was  very  anxious  to  know  how  ihe 
t)aFse.l  the  second  night,  and  if  she  woiki 
give  him  the  same  ie>eptk)n,  and  therelbie 
went  into  her  chamber  as  early  as  the 
morning  beliire.  The  grand  vizieri  sop. 
more  asliamcil  and  mortified  witli  the  ill 
success  of  this  last  night,  no  sooner  hevd 
him  coming,  but  he  junuKxl  outof  bed.aod 
ran  hastily  into  the  wardiobe.  The  sultan 
went  to  tlie  princfSb'ti  bed-side,  and  olier 
the  canities  he  hud  given  her  the  fbrnier 
morning,  bitl  her  gixxl  morrow.  Well, 
daughter,  he  siiid,  are  you  in  a  better  hu- 
mour than  you  win  yesterday  mominf ' 
Still  the  princess  was  silent,  and  Uie  sul- 
tan |)erceived  her  to  be  more  troubled,  and 
in  greater  confusion  tnan  before  ^  he  doubted 
not  but  that  i»niethmg  very  extraordinaiy 
was  the  cause-,  but  provoked  that  hs 
daughter  sliould  conceal  it.  he  said  to  her 
in  a  rage,  with  his  eobre  in  his  hani 
Daughter,  tell  me  what  is  the  matter,  or  1 
will  cut  off'  your  head  immeiliately. 

The  princcat>,  more  frightened  at  lbs 
menaces  and  tone  of  the  enraged  sulcui, 
than  at  the  sight  of  the  drawn  sabre,  tt 
last  broke  silence,  and  said,  with  tean  in 
her  eyes.  My  dear  father  aad  eoltui,  I  aA 
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ymar  mtjeitf*  pardon  if  I  have  oflended 
you,  and  hope,  that  out  d'  jrour  goodnesB 
and  demency  *Vou  will  have  compaKnon 
on  me,  when  1  nave  tdd  you,  in  wliat  a 
BHsrafoie  condition  I  have  ipent  thii  last 
niffht  and  the  night  before. 

After  tAis  preamble,  which  appeased  and 
afiected  the  sultan,  she  told  him  what  had 
happened  to  her  in  so  moving  a  manner, 
tbait  he,  who  loved  her  tenderly,  was  most 
■ensiUy  nieved.  She  added,  If  your  ma- 
jesty douDls  the  truth  of  this  account  >'ou 
may  inlbrm  yourself  from  my  husband, 
who,  I  am  persuaded,  will  tell  you  the  same 
thine. 

The  sultan  immediately  felt  all  the  ex- 
treme uneasiness  so  surprising  an  adven- 
ture must  have  ipven  the  princ<'8B.  Daugh- 
ter, said  he,  you  are  very  much  to  blame 
for  not  telling  me  this  yesterday,  since  it 
concerns  me  as  much  as  younelf.  I  did 
not  marry  vou  with  iui  intention  to  make 
you  miserable,  but  that  you  might  enjoy 
all  the  happiness  you  deserve  and  might 
hope  for  irom  a  husband,  who  to  me  seem- 
ed agreeable  to  you.  Efiiice  all  tiiesp  trou- 
blesome ideas  out  oi'  your  memory ;  I  will 
take  care  and  give  orders  tlmt  >-ou  shall 
have  no  more  such  disagreeable  and  in- 
supportable nights. 

As  soon  as  Die  sultan  had  got  back  to 
his  own  apartment,  he  sent  ibr  the  grand 
Tizier.  Vizier,  said  he,  have  >'ou  seen 
your  son^and  has  he  not  told  >'ou  any  thing? 
The  vizier  replied,  Na  Then  the  sultan 
related  all  that  the  prinoem  Bodroulbou- 
dour  had  told  him,  and  ailerwards  saul,  I 
do  not  doubt  but  that  my  daughter  has 
told  me  the  truth;  but  nevertheless  I 
should  be  glad  to  have  it  conlimied  by 
your  son ;  therefore  go  and  ask  him  how  it 


The  grand  vizier  went  immediately  to 
B  son,  and  communicated  to  him  what 
the  sultan  had  tokl  him,  and  enjoined  him 
to  conceal  nothing  from  liim,  but  to  tell 
him  the  whole  tnith.  I  will  disguise  no- 
thing from  vou,  iatlier,  replied  tlic  mn,  for 
indeed  all  that  the  princcM  says  in  true ; 
but  what  relates  oarticularly  to  m>*8clf  slie 
knows  nothing  of.  Allcr  my  marriage,  I 
have  passed  two  such  nights  as  are  beyond 
imazinatkxi  or  expression ;  not  to  mentk>n 
the  fright  I  was  in,  to  leel  mv  bed  lilletl  up 
four  times,  and  transported  from  one  place 
to  anotiier,  without  being  able  to  guess 
bow  it  was  done.  You  sluill  jutlge  of  tiie 
miseraUe  conditkm  I  was  in,  to  pass  two 
whole  nights  in  nothing  but  my  shirt, 
standing  m  a  kind  of  priv v,  unable  to  stir 
out  of  the  place  where  I  wua  out,  or  to 
make  the  least  mo\'ement,  though  I  could 
not  perceive  any  obstacle  to  prevont  me. 
Yet  1  must  tell  you  that  all  tliis  ill  usage 
does  not  in  the  least  lessen  those  senti- 
inenti  of  fove,  respect,  and  gratitude  I  en- 
tertain for  the  prmcess,  ana  of  which  sha 
IB  so  dmBrnog ;  but  I  must  eoofossi  that 


notwithstanding  all  the  hommr  and 
dour  that  attends  my  marrjring  my  sov^ 
reign's  daughter,  I  would  much  rather  die. 
than  live  k)nger  in  so  great  an  alliance,  ii 
I  must  undergo  what  I  have  already  en- 
dured. I  (io  not  doubt  but  that  the  pnn« 
cess  entertains  the  same  sentiments,  and 
that  she  will  readily  agree  to  a  sepaia- 
tk)n,  which  is  so  necessary  both  for  her 
repose  and  mine.  Therefore,  father,  I  bcff 
you,  by  the  same  tendemcM  yoa  hid  for 
me  to  procure  me  so  great  an  honour,  to 
get  the  sultan's  consent  that  our  marriaira 
may  be  declared  null  and  void. 

Notwithstanding  the  grand  vizier's  am 
bitk>n  to  have  his  son  allied  to  the  sultan. 
the  firm  re8olutk>n  he  saw  he  had  formed 
to  be  separated  from  the  princess,  made 
him  not  think  it  proper  to  propose  to  him 
to  have  a  little  patience  for  a  few  days,  to 
see  ii'  tliis  disappointment  would  not  have 
an  end ;  but  lef\  him  to  go  and  give  the 
sultan  an  account  of  what  Tie  had  told  him, 
assuring  him  that  all  was  but  .too  troe^ 
without  waiting  till  the  sultan  himseU, 
whom  he  found  pretty  much  disposed  to  it 
spjoke  of  breaking  the  marriage,  he  beg|fed 
of  him  to  give  hn  son  leave  to  retire  uom 
the  palace  ,*  alleging  for  an  excuse,  that  it 
w;is  not  iust  that  the  princess  should  be  a 
moment  longer  exposed  to  so  terrible  a  per- 
secutioii  upon  his  son's  account 

The  grand  vizier  found  no  great  diffksul- 
ty  to  obtain  what  he  asked.  From  thai 
instant  the  sultan,  who  had  determined  it 
already,  gave  orders  to  put  a  stop  to  all  re- 
joicings ui  the  palace  aiid  town,  and  sent 
expresses  to  all  parts  of  his  dominkms  to 
countermand  his  first  ordere:  and,  in  a 
short  time,  all  reijoicings  ceased. 

This  sudden  antl  unexpected  change 
gSLve  rise  both  in  the  citr  and  kingdom  U> 
vark)us speculations  ana  inquiries;  but  no 
other  account  could  be  given  of  it,  except 
that  both  the  vizier  and  iiis  son  went  out 
of  the  palace  very  much  dejected.  Nobo- 
dy but  Aladdin  knew  the  secret.  He  re- 
joicetl  within  himself  for  the  hapny  success 
procured  for  him  by  his  lamp,  which  now 
he  had  no  more  occasion  to  rub,  to  produce 
the  genie  to  prevent  the  consummation  of 
the  marriage,  whxh  he  had  certain  infor 
matk>n  was  broken  off,  and  that  his  rival 
had  lefl  the  palace.  But,  what  is  most 
'particular,  ncitiher  the  sultan  nor  the  grand 
vizier,  who  had  forgot  Aladdin  and  his  re- 
quest, had  die  least  thought  that  he  had 
any  hand  in  the  enchantment  which  caua- 
ed  the  dissolution  of  the  marriage. 

Neverthel&H,  Aladdin  waited  till  the 
three  months  were  completed,  which  the 
Buhan  had  apiiointed  for  theconsummatnn 
of  the  marriage  between  the  princesi  Bad- 
roulboudour  and  himself:  but  the  nextdav 
sent  his  mother  to  the  palace,  to  remind  the 
sultan  of  hk  promiM. 

Aladdin^  mother  went  to  the  palaee,  m 
her  BOD  had  bid  her,  and  stood  before  the 
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divan  in  the  sane  place  as  before.  The 
■altan  no  sooner  cast  hip  eyes  niv)n  )ier,  hut 
he  knew  her  ni^ain,  and  rcrneinl»rro4l  hor 
busineaB,  and  how  loni^  lie  hnd  put  htT  citi': 
therefore  when  thp  prrsiinl  viziiT  wah  Im^- 
f^nning*  to  make  liis  n'|K)rt.  tiu*  sultan  in- 
flemi|yte<l  him,  and  Miiti,  Vizier,  1  sc(^  tht* 
good  woman  who  made  nw  the  i)rr»;nt 
•ome  months  hrnro;  tbrhrar  your  mxirt 
till  I  have  heard  what  p!\o  hjis  tn  siy.  I'ho 
vizier  then  looking  alioiit  tiio  divan,  prr- 
aently  perceived  AIatidin'8  mother,  and 
nnt  (he  chief  of  tlie  nflid^rs  thr  her. 

Aladdin's  motiier  came  to  the  t(N»t  of  thr 
throne,  and  proetratod  hcn^if  a.-^  u^:nal,a^(i 
when  she  roee  up  a^iiii,  thn  snltiin  Hr<kf>/1 
her  what  she  would  have.  Sir.  Kud  sho. 
I  come  to  represent  to  ynur  majtvty,  in  tho 
name  of  my  son  Aiacldin.  that  tlie  tlmv^ 
months,  at  the  end  o!"  which  you  onlcn*d 
me  to  come  a^in,  are  expired ;  and  to  beg* 
you  to  remember  your  pmmlsn. 

The  sultan,  when  lie  took  this  time  to 
answer  the  request  of  this  good  woman  the 
first  time  he  saw  her,  little  thou£?hr  of  hear- 
ing any  more  of  a  niarriair*',  wliirh  he  im- 
a^necf  must'  be  very  diwif^rerabli*,  to  tho 
prtnceas,  when  he  only  roni^idrred  the 
meannenj  and  poverty  ot  AiaddinV  mother 
in  her  dress,  not  above  the  common  run  : 
but  this  summons  tor  him  to  be  a^  ^ood  m* 
his  word  was  somewhat  cnibarniAainsf  tn 
him;  he  dechne<l  giving  an  answer  till  hi* 
had  consuhed  his  vizier,  and  Fiirnified  tn 
him  the  little  inclination  he  had  to  con- 
elude  a  match  for  his  daug'liter  with  a 
stranger,  who»«-e  tbrtune  he  Eupi^osod  to  l>e 
very  mean  indeed. 

The  grand  vizier  freely  told  the  sultan 
his  thouj^hts  on  the  matter,  and  «u'd  tn 
him,  In  my  opinion,  pjr,  then*,  is  an  iiitidli- 
ble  way  tor  vour  majestv  to  avnid  a  niatrh 
so  dispfoportionable.  without  «rivinir  Ahd- 
din,  were  he  Ixjtter  kirown  tn  ynurinnj«'3ty. 
any  cause  of  conipliiint :  which  is,  m  pi't 
so  hiffh  a  value  ui»nn  the  prlnce:*!f«.  th;iT 
were  ne  never  so  rirli,  lie  could  nnt  cnnw 
up  to.  This  is  the  only  way  to  niaki'  him 
desist  from  so  bold,  not  to  ^nW,  r,x<U  ;in  un- 
dertakiuji;,  which  lie  never  weijjheil  hefore 
he  en^affed  in  it. 

The  pultan  aiTjirovinirof  the  jrrand  vizier's 
advice,  turned  alwut  to  Alad4lin''<  mother. 
and  after  some  reflect  icm,  !«ud  tn  Iht.  (ifioil^ 
woman,  it  i-^  tnie  sultan.^  nusrht  tn  be  i\<  \ 
good  afl  their  words,  and  I  am  reailyrnj 
Keep  Hiine,  by  makinjj  your  son  happv  by  I 
the  marriage  of  the  princess  my  dauL'liter.  j 
But  its  I  rannnt  marry  her  wlth'Hit  some 
valuable  c<Misiileni t ion  t rem  your  snn.  ynu 
may  tell  him  I  will  lulfil  niv  phmh--!**  a-« 
non  as  ho  shall  sen<l  me  forty  ba-ln-  ot* 
maASVgold,  hrm-t'iill  of  the  s-i"mo  thing's 
you  have  already  made  me  a  prcf^nt  of. 
and  carrie^l  by  the  like  nunil»or  of  black 
slaves,  who  shall  be  led  by  a^  many  yo\ni!?' 
and  handsome  welt -marie  white  phive«:,  all 
cliiessen  uiasniticentlv.     On  the**  condi- 


tions I  am  ready  to  bestow  theprincflH  mf 
dauL''hter  nn  him  ;  tlicretbre,  n^l  woman, 
<rn  antl  tell  him  so,  and  I  wfll  wait  till  yaa 
hrini?  me  hi-^  ani^wtrr. 

Aladdin's  mother  prostrated  heraclf  a 
sccMiil  lime  hi'lori^  the  sultaiiV  throne,  ami 
n'lired.  In  her  way  home  she'  lauichea 
within  h«Mvell'  at  Ii«t  axm^ii  foolish  itnaeina- 
tion.  Wti(>re,  siiid  »:he,  can  he  ^t  mniFJijr 
>urU  iarire  *roU\  baHins.  and  cnousrhol'ibat 
coinun*d  •rla^wto  till  them?  Murt  Ite  ^ 
a«raiii  to  tiiat  KubterniniHiiiia  abode,  the  en- 
tnuice  into  which  ii^  stopimd  up.amisratlier 
them  otf  the  trei^?  But  where  will  hcireC 
ft)  many  such  shtves  as  the  >uhan  miuirCH? 
It  is  altoijether  out  ot'  his  })OWPr,  and  I 
l»elievc'  he  will  not  bo  well  f^ti^ficil  with 
my  embiissy  this  time.  When  tshe  camA 
home,  full  of  then;  thou irhts.  slie  siiiil  to 
her  eon.  Indeed,  cliild.  I  would  not  have 
you  think  any  liirther  of  vour  marna^e 
with  tiic  princtvw  Badniulbondmir.  The 
sultan  H'ceived  me  very  kindly,  and  1  be- 
lieve he  was  well  inclinctl  to  von  ;  hut  if  I 
am  not  very  much  deceived,  the  jrrand 
vizier  h;iH  made  him  chanee  his  mind,  as 
you  will  £rue<49  tWim  what  I  ha\'e  to  tell 
you.  Ath'r  I  had  representrtl  to  his  ma- 
jestv that  the  three  months  were  expired, 
!ini(  be^''«red  of  him  to  remember  his  piiv 
mise,  I  ol)served  that  he  whisi^ereif  with 
his  jTranil  vizier  b<'lJ)rft  he  ijave  me  this 
answer.  Then  >-he  pave  her  pon  an  escart 
ai'count  of  wliat  the  sultan  saiit  to  her. and 
the  condition!^  on  which  he  corner  it  ed  (nthe 
rnateh.  A  ft  er  wants  she  f^t  id  to  liim.  The 
sultan  ex]»eetM  vour  answer  immediatelv ; 
but  continued  she,  lau*;hing,  I  believe  he 
mav  wait  lonsr  eno^iirh. 

\i>t  so  |on:r,  niothi»r.  na  you  im  a  sine,  re- 
plied Aladtiiii;  thesuhanls  mi<:ta^en  if  h<? 
thitiks  hy  this  exorbitant  demand  to  pre- 
vent mv  entertainiri!::  thnuirhtH  of  the  prin- 
ce--^, f  exinM-te.l  srreater  ditficnlties*.  arwl 
th.it  he  w»iu!il  havi*  s«»t  a  hijrher  price  iii^m 
J  "lilt  in«'ompaRd»!i*  prinre.-w.  But  I  am  very 
wj'II  |»lra-eil  :  his  di>man<l  i^  hut  a  triHe  to 
wiiat  Irnulil  have  tloiie  tor  her.  But  while 
I  think  ii|'s:it'>lyin5r  liis  refjuest.  iroarul  !rrt 
IIS  soni<-thi.i:r  tor  il inner,  anil  leave  tho  rei4 
m  me. 

A<  t--nf»n  as  Aladdin's  mother  was  ?one 
out  to  market.  Alaihlin  t(vtk  npthe  himp, 
:uiil  ruhlMnir  it,  the  irenie  ap\»farthl.  and 
iifli'n'd  his  service  JLS  usual.  The  sultan. 
said  Alaildin  to  him.  irivesme  the  princtm 
liis  (irinirhter  in  niarriaire:  but  deniandi 
first  of  mi-  Inity  larire  iNisins  of  m'l'^'V  cnlil, 
hrimlull  of  the  fruits  of  the  iranlen  (wm 
wh-'iin*  I  t'-Mik  this  lamp  you  aie  sinve  to; 
and  ihi'se  he  ex|«t»rrs  to  liave  earrii»il  hy 
a^  riLany  black  -l:ive«.  i*aeh  pn-ceded  by  a 
yoMU'T  haiul-muLe  well-made  while  bl.i\f, 
richly  clorhed.  ih\  and  fetch  me  th:*  pn^ 
sent  as  wwjn  as  possible,  that  I  may  k'iiiI  il 
to  h ITU  liethre  the  divan  bi-eak.«  uj».  The 
t^er.ip  told  him  his  command  wJiouki  h»»  im- 
meiiiatelyobeved,  ami  diKiiipennHl. 
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In  a  little  timft  nftf»rw:inl!<.  ilii*  ir«Miir  rr- 
tunied  With  flmy  lihirk  «i.i\i>  .  imi-Ii  Immp- 

iflff  oil  hir«  ht'aii   il    li:i^ll    itl'  |ii:i>-\  i-iiM  oi' 
tweiiiy  in:irkri  wriL'iit,  lull  <■!  |>i.ni-    lii.!- 
moiidi^.   riitiu*»<,  iiint   rtiu-M'i!-.  ;tM    la  '.''•t 


tlii'  |»:t!;n*o.  n  irrrat  ^art  nf  the  f  itv  h.iit  an 

"{•'."i.-r'Uiilv  iif '^;i'iii!5  tliflll.  \ti  nmn  (lii 
lij'lij-f  I*!"  ilif-ii'  >l;iviK  nrrivri]  at  tin*  pji- 
I  ill- ir  •••*.  \\\r  i«»riirs  iiiriiiril  tiirm<iflvi>a 
j.-it->iiiih-!-.  ;iMi|  iitiik  Inin  liiru  kiiii?,  hy  tho 


aiiii  ninrr  iNMiimiil  tli:iti  hhv-c   i<ri'^'-i.tt-il  i  ii>  ii;.i  -     :i.il    rn  ii''riitirfhiv  nl'  lim  hahic. 


tntliTKult:!!!  U-tiirt'.  Kaciili.t.iiiw.'i^rnvtT- 
eil  Willi  ii  piivtT  ^Ttit-  i'nit*ni,i(i'n*ii  wirli 
Hiiwrra  til  ifnlil  *  all  ilir  •  aii-l  fiif  uiiiir 
plllVi*rt.  f|lll(f.  Iii'.nl  T!i«-  It'll. -f.  Uliii.'i  \l'.i< 
blllafliiall  niH-.  ami  tin  lr<'lf  i->.irr  l<i-|Mi-i' 
il.  UMil  tla;  lililf  if.iiilf-ii  iHii.n.i.  'I'n*-  iri- 
liiir  iL-kiil  Al.iitiliii  ft  ill'  li.:  I  aii\  ••ti.iT 
ciNiini.iiiiLs  !    Alaijiiiii  ti-iliiti:  ii.-m  ili  t  li'- 

Wailltfli    iHtlllill'J     lir'lKT      liiCll      IJH-    L't-iili 

(i>.i]i|>«-aii-  J. 


a  III]  \M  r«-  '.'irif.'  Ill  ki".  thr  hi 'in  n|'  hn  L»"ar- 
iiii  :ii  .  lull  till*  -laviv  wlin  was*  iiislnii'trit 
l»\  iIh-  i-'i  iijf  iTcvinriil  ilicin.arulwtiit.We 
aiiMiiS  .I.:vi-.  iiur  iijaM(.T  will  aii|H'ar  at 
a  iii'jH  r  t.nn". 

Tru  II  ijj;-  !avr.  IiMImWisI  hy  rhe  itvt, 
.i''v.iiiti  .1  iii'-i  rill-  -i'i*uim1  •''•iirt. which  wiw 
\ri\  ;iu:..i.-  -.ih.!  ill  wlm'h  till*  Fiultairii 
Il  iiii-  ii'.l  \^  I-  ia'!:.'i-  I  iliiriiiL'  llii*  siltnijf  of 
•!•   ■'iv.ih.     Thr   nia-jiiirii-i-hiT  lit' thi*  filK- 


V\  iirn  Aliiiliiiii*- ir  .;'i**ri' u-i-  {""■;:i  iin  -    *•'•:■  v.ii't  '"mlai  •■  ••  ii'-ail  ot' thi'ir  tHMiiw, 


krf.rhi;  iVii>  Ml  a  iTiar   -.i-.'t'i,-  \,    *  r  >-i 
iiiaav   |>io|tii'  Mini    -Jtclt  \.i  !    I    Ik   .     A 


w.i  .  '.  >■!  \   iiJiii-'i  I  rl:i«-i'.l  hv  tlii'  -lavfs  wiif> 
li-iii'    \'::  ii'Mi"-.    ;>ii'-«'!iT.    I'l"  whii'h    ihev 


fliMHi  af' "iht'  hail  l.ti  1  •'••'.v.:  I'lT  I  ,••;  1  inn-     t'ii'i:i-i-:\i  -   i-i.i>t<-  a   pait.      \t  tlmiir  Wiu 


•hi;  was  !;iiiii<5  I'l  iiiili  i-if  111  ('  \i-.-i  .  Iiiit 
Alatliliii  )iii-vi'iiit'i|  l^-i.  iihti  .-.liii.  Mmtiht. 
Id  ii>  Iin  nil  liiiH' :  !iu>  U'l  i.i-  ihr  ^ulr m 
ftiui  thf  iii\>iii  ii-i'.  I  WiM'.i-l  (lavi*  Villi  n- 
liirii  Cn  litf  I"  il  iri'.aiiii  L'"  witii  liii-  |ir»  •iiT 
i\n  liif  limvi*  111"  ii^kril  :«•!•  t'lf  jijil.i'r-- 
HaiinnDlM.ii.liiMr,  that  III*  i:i-i^  <]■lL''>'l•^  iii\ 
•liiiiTi'iu'i*  anil  lAai'iiM'—  «'l  i  ■•■  .i-'.i'iif  :«'•  i 


i-\«-.->t(ii   II  ImmiiTiI'.iI  aiiii  hniliaiit  iti  tlie 
ill  II;'-  ;  ilii'i-  hii'Tr:  aiul  all  the  lustre 
•  iiilif  i.ff.i^  Ml"  h.-  •'••iirt  \\\t<  IV  a  III  Yh:  rom- 

I  an  •!  Tm  tl.i-Mi. 

A-llii      lit  III    will  li;:!  Iiri'ii  iiiliirmoi}  oT 
■li«-:i    iMinli    aiht  *'niiimL'  !*•  ihr  iiahirr 
■  "I  '.'iM  :i  iiriir:.'  Mr  tliciM  !«»  U-  ailniittra 
iv|.ifi:\i\  f  ifiii-   ifuv  iiirt  with  iKirili^tf^ 


niir«'n- z»mI  I  hitVf  l-i  |'.«»i'ii-f  iii\  ••••H  ilii*  "  rii-  !in!  \\t  nf  t;,tti '.'if  I'lx.tn  in  iriniil  nrilfT, 
liTiiMur  1)1  (ill- ail. II  "f.  \V  .11 -i.T  \\  rr  II  '  '  iMii  ;  it  ii  .:.'*••  lin*  i  iL'ht  ami  thf  nthcr  to 
l«ir  Ir-*  ni"!]i«  iV  in.- ■.  ri- a  n-.'-i.  Aia  :  •  :i  :l  • -i  i:.  A.'.-r  •l;i\  wnr  all  i'iitiT«'il.  ami 
n|fii'  li  ll|i-  -li«'»-l  il'-»:  .iiii"  ■■:  i  :i-  !!ii-  !  •%•  ~  :i:i  !  :  ■■m-  !  .i  ■  ■•■.it  >i-Mi'-rirr'»'  lu'liin*  the 
W.i'L  •It.'  ;   a  ^ri!!:»-    -l.:.-     !  -.■■w    l    ,'i.\  i  ■.  '  r  '      !.■  ;..,'.     ?iii-   liLw't    ».|:iv#>   |;iiil   (he 

li\  :i  hi.M'K 'i-.i  vv.ih  :'.  i>  •  .  ii'i  II.-  Ill  I-!,  j  ■  i  !•-  <-.i  Mm  im  ;>i  t.  aiiil  all  |ini'>tr;itci| 
Wl.iiillii-v  Will-  .1-1  •:.■:■■■.•     i;.'-   iii.ri.'ii'    •■!!.  •  .n      '  -'ji'ii;  .:.' iln-  r-irjHl  witli  ihfir 

|iiJ|iiVli  •!  li.f   la-!  i»la<-  .  -  ..I  .1-    .Mil    I  1"   -'i!il  ■    .in ■    .i!i.':il    I  .t- -.I'lif  Tiini;  llji*  white 

!!ifi'.iiiij  .I'lil  till  M  ifM  i-.|  I-.  In  i-ii.ii-,'ii  r  -!  i\i-  il.il  Till-  aaif.  W  h'-ii  (lii'V  all  niKC 
tilil  III  Jin'""-  lii.il  t.i»-  'ii;  j'l.  a!li-:'  '  ■•  ■  j  n  •'.  :i  H,r  lil-sr.i  -  I.i\i-- uin'^iVrrt'il  tin*  h:i- 
I-n'M-i.?.  \\i..«'.'i  W.I.  ijiii  a-  hi-  n*  ,u!ri  .1.  1  ■  .11-.  an.;  ili.-n  all  -i-nI  with  thi'ir  anrw 
Wiiiiiii  ut  IniLT'ii  .ii'iin-  i..Mi  a-  lii>  .-Ili-. II-  '  III  -i-.l  i.vn  thnr  hn-a-|j«  with  ^Tcut  IIF>- 
l.iw.  I  "I    »\. 

Ti.f  lir  M\  irtt*  ■ '.r.i  K  .it  \i'iiii  niii  mI!;!!- |      Ii- thr  iik  hi  tnM' AiaiMin'ri  inntlicr  ad- 
h'uw  ii'.aiii-.i'l  il'.i   !•«■  ■;•.••    v.  "I'lWr-r  i.''>ai :  ;  "i.Thir.!  t-i  •'■•■  l--iT  ni'thr  lh''»M<*.  aiiil  ha- 

i  .11  :  in  .-  !•    i-r?-.   -ail  In  tl\P  Miitail, 

Mi%'   ■  Il   N'.i  I     11  -^  .-•■ii-ili.'r  lh>  pn*..^'!!!, 

I  II  hr   L.i-    ft.!  \i»Mr  11!  i.«'-i\    I-  nnirh 

..■«■..  r..ji|i..ij!|...rM'.iu Vwnrlh; 

1 1 '.I  I'i-r'i --  ri,.it  \'iiir  ina'fity 

'  '  :  .'    .th-i  la  in-  :t  .iL'rwnhli*  tr» 

v.  IV I    ihi-    i'l*  iTiT  rniitlihnru 

•  Il  '.*  .i\'  :,•*  il  '•>  riilil<»riii  tn  the 

■.  ml  Ui  M     J  li    i.M-.i   !^  llli;*^!  141 
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divas  in  the  Bane  place  as  before.  The 
miltan  no  sooner  cast  his  eyes  ii|K)ri  her,  hut 
he  knew  her  a^ain,  and  reiiicmhiTod  lior 
business,  and  how  lon^  lie  had  put  Uvr  oiY: 
therefore  when  I  he  pr.uid  vfz.rr  wwh  Ih"- 
ginninj^  to  make  hir^  n>|iort.  t!ii'  sultan  in- 
tem2|ite<l  him,  and  siiitl,  Vi/icr,  I  f«or  the 
good  woman  who  made  nw  thn  prci^ciit 
■ome  monthf)  honrn;  ti>rbf'ar  your  nMxirt 
till  I  have  hcanl  what  sho  has  t'nsiy.  'rhc* 
vizier  then  looking  about  lJ»j  divan^  pre- 
sently perceived  Alad<iin'K  niothor,  and 
•ent  f  he  chief  of  the  ofticcrs  lor  her. 

Aladdin's  mother  came  to  the  lin)t  of  tho 
throne,  and  ])rostrated  licrvi^if  a;?  u<:uai,and 
when  she  rose  up  ugiiiri.  the  sultan  nskcul 
berwhat  she  wouhl  hnve.  Sir.  Ktid  she, 
I  come  to  represent  to  your  maitvty,  in  ihc 
name  of  my  son  Aladdin,  that  the  thrci^ 
months,  at  the  end  o!"  which  you  ordrrc'd 
me  to  come  a^in,  are  expired  ;  au<l  to  bog* 
fou  to  rememiHjr  your  promU\ 

The  sultan,  when  ]ie  took  this  time  to 
answer  the  re<|ue8t  of  tiiiR  (tckmI  wotnan  the 
first  time  he  saw  her,  littlo  thouf^ht  of  hear- 
ing; any  more  ol"  a  marriajro,  whicli  he  im- 
a§[ined  must  be  very  disaifroeable  to  the 
princess,  when  he  only  roiifsidered  tin* 
meanness  and  poverty  ol  Aladdin'n  mother 
in  her  dress,  not  above  the  common  run  : 
but  this  summons  lor  him  to  be  us  irood  as 
hiri  word  was  somewhat  eml«irnissinfif  to 
him ;  he  dcclinefl  givin;;  an  answer  till  he 
had  consulted  his^izier,  and  siiruitied  tr) 
him  the  little  inclination  he  had  to  con- 
clude a  match  lor  his  dausrhtcr  with  a 
stranger,  whose  lortune  he  bup[»oscd  to  In* 
very  mean  indeed. 

The  grand  vizier  freely  told  the  piiltan 
hjs  thous^hts  on  the  matter,  and  siiid  to 
him,  In  niy  opinion,  sir.  then^  'w  an  inliilli- . 
ble  way  lor  your  majeMy  to  avoir!  a  match 
so  dispfoportionable.  without  «^iviu!»'  Alad- 
din, werc  he  Iwiter  known  to  yourmaji'sty. 
any  cause  of  coTuplaint :  whicli  i--.  lo  sJ't. 
BO  hiffh  a  value  ujk-mi  the  priiice-'s,  th;it 
were  ne  never  so  rich,  he  could  n«>t  rnv.w 
up  to.    Thi.«  is  the  only  way  U)  make  him  j 
desist  from  so  bold,  not  to  say.  nisli  an  nn-  • 
dertakint;^.  whii'h  he  never  weiirhed  helore  ', 
he  engasrcd  in  it. 

The  sultan  approviniif  of  the  era  III!  vizier's 
advice,  turned  alnjut  to  Aladdin's  mother. 
and  after  some  relk'ciion,  sjiid  to  her,  (t*x>I  j 
woman,  it  \<  true  pultansnusrht  to  In;  as; 
good  as  their  words,  and  I  am  ivady  to 
keep  mine,  by  makins;"  your  son  haii[»v  by 
the  marriarre  of  the  princess  my  dauL'liter. 
But  as  I  cannot  marry  her  without  some  ! 
valuable  consirlerntlon  Vi-om  your  sim.  you  ! 
may  tell  him  I  will  fulfil  niV  pi-fmii-sr'  a^  | 
eooti  i\a  he  .«hall  send  me  (orty  ha-in-*  ot"' 
maffiv  gold,  brim-full  of  the  s-iine  ihinir< 
you  have  alreaily  made  me  a  pre,eeni  of. 
and  carried  by  the  like  number  of  black 
Hlaven,  who  shall  be  led  by  :u  many  mm? 
and  handsome  well-miulc  white /!ave«,  all 
clressen  masrnificentlv.     On  ther^  con<!i- 


t ions  I  am  n^dy  to  bestow  the  prineen  mf 
dauL''hter  on  him ;  then^fore.  ^^1  woman, 
<;o  and  tidl  him  so,  and  I  will  wait  till  yon 
hrinir  me  his  answer. 

Aladdin's  mother  prostrated  hprself  a 
siTMi'l  time  belciif*  the  sultan'^  throne,  and 
retired.  In  h(?r  way  home  she'  lauffheil 
witliin  hi'iveli'  at  her  sou'd  foolish  imagina- 
tion. W  h«*n\  saitl  she,  can  he  get  poiiujijr 
.^ueh  iarirt!  :c<^ltl  basins,  ami  cnnns'hof  thsit 
coloured  <f  la<^  to  (ill  them?  .Miii?t  he  go 
airain  to  tiiat  subt»'rran»Hin.^  aUtde.  llic  en- 
tnmcc  into  whirh  is>top|)ed  up.iiiidztittier 
tliem  oil' t  Ih*  lree<  ?  But  where  will  he  get 
so  manv  such  slavi's  as  the  sultan  rt^iuires? 
It  is  altOL^'cther  out  ot'  his  (lower  and  I 
believe  h(*  will  not  \w  well  sati^tieil  with 
my  embassy  this  time.  When  nhe  came 
home,  full  of  these  thou irhts.  s\ie  Riiil  to 
her  son,  Indee<i.  child,  1  would  not  have 
you  think  any  liinher  of  vour  marriase 
With  tlic  princesg  Dadroulboudonr.  The 
sultan  n'ceived  me  very  kintlly,  and  I  be- 
lieve lie  was  well  inclined  to  vau  ;  but  if  1 
am  not  very  much  deceived,  the  srand 
vizier  Unfi  made  him  change  his  mind,  as 
you  will  gu<'ss  from  what  I  have  to  tell 
you.  At\<T  I  had  repre«Mit«xi  to  his  ma- 
jesty that  the  three  months  w^ere  expired, 
anif  beiTiTiMl  of  him  to  remember  his  pro- 
mise, I  observed  that  he  whispemi  with 
his  irniiid  vizier  belore  he  gave  me  this 
answiT.  Then  she  jrave  her  son  an  exact 
arcoimt  of  wliat  the  sultan  paiil  to  her,  and 
the  coiiditiruis  on  which  In*  coiisenfeii  tothe 
malrh.  AfftMwards  she  wiid  to  him.  The 
sultan  ex|«eets  vour  answer  immediaieiv; 
but  co?itinued  she.  laughing,  I  bi'lieve  he 
may  wait  Ion?  enonirh. 

Not  so  louL*".  mother,  a^^  yon  imaeine.  re- 
plied Aladdin  ;  the  sultan  is  mis-taken  if  he 
thinks  by  this  exorbitant  demand  to  pn*- 
vent  my  etiJertainin«r  thousrlits  of  the  prin- 
crs<.  i  exp«'«'te«l  «r renter  dillicu It  it-*.  ;ind 
that  he  would  have  si't  a  higher  price  n|*»o 
j'lMi  infOFupartiblrprinre.--*.  Kut  lamverr 
well  pl«a>e(l  :  \\\<  demand  is  Inn  .i  Triti**  to 
wiiiii  I  rouM  hrjve  done  lor  her.  Butwhil*' 
I  tliiiik  ol'  >:iiif.|yitiir  his  reipiest.  p-»ar!ii  srK 
u<  someihiaii^  ll»r  dimuM",  ami  leave  the  rtsi 
ti)  me. 

A-  i-THm  as  Alad<liii's  mother  wn.*  ff(M» 
out  to  market,  Alaildin  took  up  the  l.inip 
an<l  rubhin-r  it.  the  irt^nie  a]M>earv<}  anl 
(itK'red  hi^  service  a<  usual.  The  sii.'wn, 
said  Alaililin  to  hiin,  irjvesme  ihe  princ»i« 
hi<  dauL''hter  in  marriaire:  hut  dejnaniii 
first  ol'me  tr»rty  larire  ba'*in:*  of  mtissy  goM, 
brimfull  »»f  the  fruits  of  the  iranien  tniin 
wh"'nre  I  to«ik  this  lamp  you  arc  >lave  ?n: 
ami  the^e  Uv.  i^xj^'cts  to  have  c:trr.eii  hy 
a<  m any  bl.ack  ^lave«.  each  t)reci'di'd  b>  a 
yf>utrL''  haiHlNiimc  well-made  white  .-!j*r, 
rirhly  clotheil.  ln>.  and  ti-tch  me  tii:*in^ 
sent,  as  «x>n  as  ^xissible.  that  I  may  wiul  il 
to  him  beton*  the  di\'an  break«  np.  The 
:rep.ie,  told  him  his  command  nhoiild  U*  ini- 
mediately  obeved,  and  d:«aiipeanM. 
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In  a  little  time  aftcrwanld,  tho.  ^cnic  rev 
timed  with  torty  black  ^lavLs-,  vm-h  ^Hsir- 
inif  on  his  liead  a  basin  ui' IIuu^^v  irtiM  of 
twenty  markn  weight,  t'lill  of  ikmi  Is.  diii- 
moiidiii,  rubies,  uihi  i^meniUis.  all  larircr 
aiid  more  biiniitiful  liiaii  iIkm;  privciited 
totbe  sulttui  (M^lnn*-.  I'^ic  h  ba.si  n  was  co\Tr- 
ed  with  a  f^iivcr  stiitV,  oinhmith^ntl  Avith 
flow(*ra  of' ^olii :  all  tliP-c,  and  tlu;  Avhitc 
■la veil,  qniie  tilled  lliti  hi>u:<%  whii'li  \yai< 
but  a  8inHll  one,  and  tlir  iittir  cmirt  bclimf 
hf  and  the  littU;  ffurden  Itehind.  'Vim  sre- 
nie  asktHl  Alaiidin  it'  he  hail  any  otiirr 
commands  i  Aladdin  tt'ilinir  liiin  that  lir 
wanted  iKiCluns  tUrtlier  tiicn,  the  L'enio 
diKiji|i«*aa'd. 

H  licu  Alaildin'd  inothcrcarncinun  m:ir- 
keCf^lie  wiw  in  a  irnai  rujipriM*  to  mv  so 
many  |H*opl<^  and  snrh  va>t  riduv.  As 
•oonasfihc-  had  laid  down  her  pp>visions. 
■he  w;u<  ffoini;  ti»  imii  nil'  her  voil :  hut 
Aladdin  prfventinl  Ikt.  aixi  siid,  Nhrtiirr, 
let  IIS  Utn*  no  tiniu:  but  U'lctrt?  the  Kultan 
ajul  the  divan  rise,  I  woiiitl  have  you  n-* 
turn  bi  the|jahu*i\and  ffowith  tiiii<  prrvnt. 
M  tiiie  dowry  iic  askeil  t()r  the  |iriuo(>>s 
Batinniibouiluiir,  that  he  may  judirr  by  my 
diii$nMir.c  and  exacintss  of  (fiu  ardent,  and 
pincere  zeal  I  havi^  to  pii>rurt*  niysidf  thf> 
bononr  of  this  alliance.  Without  waifiiiir 
lor  his  mothi-rV  makinira  rep'y>  Alaiiilin 
opeiK'd  the  ^t^•«•t-lk1l>^.anll  made  tlie  slavis 
wa'k  out ;  a  white  shtvc  lollowel  always 
by  a  black  one  With  a  l>u>in  on  his  licad. 
When  they  wen?  all  en\  uut,  th«^  niotiirr 
Ibllowtul  the  hi^t  hi  ark  slave,  and  he  i-hut 
li)e  door,  ami  then  n*tii-ed  ti»  his  rhanilnT. 
liill  of  hM|»es  that  tin*  :>'uii.in.  aliiT  thi^f 
preivnt,  wJiich  wa^  sucli  as  he  n*i]uin*ii. 
would  Hi  Icnj^h  receive  iiiui  lu  his  H)n-in- 
law. 

Tlie  first  white  i-]a\i'  that  went  out  of  the 
liousi*  made  all  the  {leopif.  who  were  iroinir 
by  and  ssiw  him.  slop;  and  luMiire  they 
wen*  all  2frif  out  of  the  itous4'.  the  stret't 
wasCDWiied  with  s|HVt:itt»rs.  Avho  nui  to 
nee  Ko  oxtnioniiiKiry  and  noble  a  siirlit. 
The  dn*w  of  each  ylavr  was  jm  ri»-h.  Imuji 
for  the  htulf  and  the  jewels,  (hat  tliifc'c  wht» 
wert*  dealers  in  thcni  valurd  eacii  at  no 
biM  tluin  a  million  of  money  :  U-siili's  tlit.* 
neatn(*ss  and  iin»()ri«'tv  of  tin*  iln'ss.  ilie 
gootl  irrace.  n(Hite  air.  and  delicate  shaiH.* 
and  p:-o|i<irtion  of  each  sLiviv  was  niipa- 
nilleN:(h  their  £rrave  walk  at  an  r({uai(lis- 
taia'e  from  each  other,  the  lustre  ot'  tlie 
jewels,  which  wnv  larjre.  anii  ciiri<Misly 
set  in  fheir  irinUesof  ma-sy  l'oK!,  in  Ihmu- 
tifui  Hvmmeiry,  and  tiiic^e  ensign  is  of  ]Me- 
('.inns  kI<iih*s  in  I  heir  haf-c.  whicn  were  nl'  so 
particular  a  ta^te.  ]>uT  the  cni\vd<  ot*  spec- 
UiUvr»  into  >%)  tr:e.it  ail  mi  rat  ion.  that  they 
cuuiti  Jiot  Im*  weary  of  ifazinir  at  them,  and 
Ibliowint:  them  with  their  eve>  as  liir  its 
|KM<ible  ;  but  the  Mnrts  were  su  crowtleil 
wilii  iHttple  tliat  none  cnnld  move  out  of 
the  HUH  they  Kt0[>  1  on.  Aa  they  were  to 
fiMi  thrcMiffh  a  frreat  many  streets  to  |^  to 
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the  p.'dace,  a  ^reat  part  of  the  city  had  an 
op|K)rtuni(v  o^^G(>in*;  them.  As  soon  as 
thetirst  ol'these  t&lavori  arrived  at  the  pa- 
la  ce-srat(>,  I  lie  iv)rters  ll)rmed  tliemselves 
into  iH'der,  and  took  him  tor  a  kin^,  bv  the 
richness  and  niasrni licence  of  his  habit, 
and  Wire  L'ojnir  to  kit^  the  hem  of  his  ^r- 
ment;  hut  the  slave,  who  wn;<  instructed 
by  the  treiiie.  pn-venteil  them,andsai«i,We 
are  only  Mavts;  our  mtuner  will  appear  at 
a  pn>|NT  time. 

Then  liiis  slave,  (i)IIow<h1  by  the  rest, 
advaneisl  into  the  sivond  court,  which  wnv 
very  spar  ions,  and  in  which  the  snltan'e 
hdu-eliold  was  raiiired  during  the  sitting  of 
llieiliv:ui.  'J'he  ma •jniticence  of  the  Offi- 
cer-. whi>>tood  at  the  head  of  their  tnions, 
was  very  much  ecti|>sed  by  the  slaves  who 
I  lore  Aladdin's  pn.-s4Mit,  of  whii^h  tliey 
themselvi's  made  a  |t:ut.  Nothinj?  wnv 
ever  s«-en>oheauiil 111  and  brilliiuit  in  the 
.Miltaifs  }i;ilace  liclbre;  and  all  the  lustre 
of  the  lords  ot'  his  court  Wtis  not  to  be  com- 
pan'd  to  them. 

A>iheHiltan,  who  had  Immmi  inibrmed  of 
thtMr  man'li,  luid  coniin<;  to  the  nalace. 
had  sriven  orders  tl)r  them  to  be  ailmittea 
when  tliey  caine.  they  met  with  no  obsta- 
cle, hut  went  into  the  divan  in  j^ooil  order, 
one  ]KM-t  lilinLT  to  the  ri^ht  and  the  other  to 
ihe  left.  After  tliey  were  all  entcrwi,  and 
hail  iitrmed  a  irreat  i^mi-<*ircle  lietbre  the 
sultan's  iim»ne.  the  black  nlavcv;  laid  the 
Itasiiis  (III  the  cai-|K't.  and  all  proeitnited 
tliem>:elves.  toiichinir  the  cannot  with  their 
lon-heaiis.  and  at  the  Mime  time  the  white 
slaves  dill  thesune.  When  thev  all  rose 
airain.  the  black  slaves  uncovered  the  ba- 
sins, and  then  all  t^tood  with  their  arms 
cnk«ed  over  their  ba*ast8  with  f^eat  mo- 
desty. 

Ill  the  mean  time  Aladilin's  mother  ad- 
vanced to  the  li>ot  of  the  thmne,  and  ha- 
viirL'"  paid  her  n's|H'Cts,  Aiid  to  the  sultan, 
Sir. my  ^itn  Aladilin  is  HensibU;  this  itresent, 
whieli  he  has  s«»iit  your  majtvty.  is  miirh 
Im-|«  iwthe  princess  ISadroullHiuikuirs  worth; 
but  ho|ie.-.  nevertheless,  that  your  majesty 
will  accept  nt'  it,  and  make  it  atrroeable  U> 
the  princi*ss,  with  the  frreater  rnnlidence 
(hat  he  ha<  endeavoureil  to  conlomi  to  the 
CI  indit inns  you  were  pleased  te  impose  on 
him. 

.  The  sultan  was  not  able  to  ^ivc  the  Icnst 
attention  (o  tiiis  com])liment  of  Aliuldin's 
mother.  The  moment  he  ciist  his  eyes  on 
the  liirty  kisins.  brim-full  ot*  the  mort  nre- 
ciou*:.  brilliant,  a  in  I  JM'autiful  jewels  he  hjid 
ever  M't'ii.  and  the  tbui'score  tdavrs,  wlio 
apii^Mi-ed.  by  the  romehni*ss  of  their  iier- 
fi**u*.  and  the  richne<«i  and  mairnificencc 
of  their  iht'-.  like  .mi  many  kimrs.  he  was 
so  struck,  that  he  coidd  iwt  nvover  from 
his  admin  Li  ion :  but,  instejul  of  aiiKWerinf 
the  coniplimenr  of  AladdiiiV  mother,  ad- 
drei^Hl  hiins<Mf  U)  the  !;nind  vizier,  who 
couhl  not  any  more  than  the  sultan  com- 
prehend t*rom  whence  such  a  profuBioa  ol 
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richoi  eoaid  come.  Well,  vizier,  mid  he 
aloud,  who  do  you  think  it  can  be  tliat  has 
■ent  me  so  extraordinary  a  |>rctient,  and 
neither  of  UB  know?  Do  you  think  him 
worthy  of  the  princen  Dadrouiboudour, 
my  daughter  1 

The  vixier,  notwithstanding  his  envy 
and  grief  to  see  a  stranger  preferred  to  be 
the  niltan's  son-in-law  bietbre  his  son,  durst 
not  ds^uise  liis  sentiments.  It  was  too 
visible  that  Alaildiii's  present  was  more 
than  sufficient  to  merit  nis  bein^  received 
into  that  great  alliance ;  theretore,  adopt- 
ing the  sultan's  sentiments,  he  rctunieil  this 
answer:  I  am  so  far,  sir,  irom  liaving  any 
thoughts  that  the  i)er9oa  who  haa  made 
your  majesty  so  ix)ble  a  present  is  unwor- 
thy of  the  honour  you  would  do  him,  tluit 
I  should  be  bold  to  say  he  dcc<crvcd  much 
more,  if  I  was  not  perBuaded  that  the 
greatest  treasure  in  the  world  ought  not 
to  be  put  in  a  balance  with  the  princess, 
your  majesty's  daughter.  This  advice  ^vas 
applauded  oy  all  the  lords  who  were  then 
in  council. 

The  sultan  made  no  longer  hesitation, 
nor  thought  of  informing  himself  whether 
Aladdin  was  endowed  with  all  the  qualifi- 
calions  requisite  in  one  who  aspired  to  be 
his  son-in-law.  The  sight  alone  of  such 
immense  riches,  and  Aladdin's  diligence  in 
■atiidying  his  demand,  without  startiii|r  the 
least  difficulty  on  the  exorbitant  conditk)n8 
he  had  imposed  on  liim,  easily  penmailed 
him  that  he  c^iuld  want  nothing  to  render 
him  accomplished,  and  such  as  lie  desired. 
Theretore.  to  send  Aladdin's  mother  back 
with  all  the  satisfaction  she  could  desire, 
he  said  to  her,  Gtxxi  woman,  go  and  tell 
your  son  that  I  wait  to  receive  him  with  open 
arms  and  embrace  him;  ami  the  more 
haste  he  makes  to  Come  and  receive  the 
pnncess  my  daufrhtcr  from  my  hands,  the 
greater  pleasure  he  will  do  me. 

As  soon  us  Aladdin's  mother  retired, 
overjoyed  as  a  woman  in  her  condition 
must  be,  to  see  her  ton  raised  licyond  all 
expectations  to  such  great  Ibrtunc.  the  f^ul- 
tan  put  an  end  to  the  audience  tor  thai  day ; 
and,  rising  from  his  thmne,  nrtlercd  that 
the  princeKs's  eunuclis  should  come  and 
carry  those  l)aHins  into  their  mi^ress'H 
aimrtniciit,  whither  hcAvcnt  him«'lf  to  ex- 
amine them  with  her  at  his  leiFuro.  The 
fourscore  slaves  were  not  tbr*;ottcn,  but 
were  conductcil  into  tJie  ivilace  :  and  Konie 
time  alter,  ttie  sultan,  telling  the  pnnc<>Kri 
Badroulboudour  of  their  mas ni tire nt  n|)- 
peammu^,  ordered  them  to  Ix;  bniuiflit  be- 
rore  her  apartment,  that  rhe  mi;rht  i«ee 
through  the  lattiei^s  he  exsiggcratcil  not  in 
his  account  of  tliem. 

In  the  mean  time,  Aladdin's  mother  got 
home,  and  showed  in  her  air  and  counte- 
nance tlie  good  news  slie  brought  lier  son. 
My  son,  said  she  to  him,  )'ou  have  now  all 
the  reason  in  the  world  to  be  pleased :  you 
are,  eontrarv  to  mv  rxnectationB.  arrived 


at  the  height  of  your  dearei,  and  ymi 
know  what  I  always  told  you.  Not  ti 
keep  you  too  long  in  suipense,  the  mltaB, 
witn  the  appnmtkm  of  the  whole  oourt, 
has  declar^  that  you  are  worthy  to  pombb 
the  princess  Badroulboudour,  and  waits  lo 
embmce  you,  and  conclude  your  maniaK«; 
therefore  you  must  think  of  making  mnt 
pre))arations  tor  that  interview,  that  may 
answer  the  high  opinion  he  haa  farmed  oft 
your  person ;  and  after  the  wooden  I  have 
seen  you  do,  I  am  persuaded  nothing  can 
be  wanting.  But  1  must  not  foifet  totcU 
you,  the  sultan  waita  ibr  you  with  graaft 
impatience,  theretore  kise  no  time  to  go  fei 
him. 

Aladdin,  charmed  with  thii  newi,  and 
full  of  the  object  which  poesesaed  hisKNil, 
made  his  mother  very  little  reply,  but  re- 
tired to  his  chamber.  There,  alter  he  bad 
rubbed  his  lamp,  which  had  never  fiiiled 
him  in  whatever  he  wished  Ibr,  the  obedi- 
ent genie  appeared.  Genie,  said  AlaikUn, 
I  want  to  Imtlie  immediately;  and  you 
mut(t  at\envards  provide  me  the  ricnrnt 
and  most  ma^ific^nt  habit  ever  worn  1^ 
a  monarch.  No  sooner  were  the 
of  his  mouth,  but  the  genie  rendered 
as  well  as  himselt',  invisible,  and  I 
ported  him  into  a  bath  of  the  finetf  marble 
of  all  sorti}  of  colours ;  where  be  w 
dressed,  without  seeing  by  wIkxd,  in 
and  spack)us  hall.  From  the  hall  he 
led  to  the  bath,  which  was  of  a  moderate 
heat,  (^nd  he  was  there  rubbed  and  washed 
with  all  sorts  of  scented  water.  Aiter  he 
had  passed  through  several  degrees  of  heat, 
he  came  out,  quite  a  difiereiit  man  fran 
what  he  was  betbre.  His  skin  was  clear 
white,  and  red,  and  liis  body  lightsome  ana 
tree  |  and  when  lie  returned  into  the  bsUt 
he  tound,  instead  of  his  own,  a  suit,  the 
magnificence  of  which  very  much  fof^ 
prised  him.  The  genie  hehied  him  todrcfl, 
and  when  lie  had  done,  transported  him 
Imck  to  his  own  chainlier,  where  he  aited 
him  if  he  had  any  other  commands?  Yol 
answered  Aladdin;  I  expect  you  sbaold 
bring  me  as  soon  as  possible  a  hone,  tfasl 
puriKuvcs  in  beauty  and  (^nodneas  the  bert 
in  (lie  sultan's  stabler,  witii  a  saddle,  (si- 
dle, and  housing,  and  other  nccoutreroenft^ 
^^'orth  a  million  of  monev.  I  want  aho 
twenty  s!av(^i,  as  richly  clothed  as  thov 
who  carried  the  present  to  tlie  sultan,  tv 
walk  by  my  side,  and  follow  me.  and  twoh 
tv  mure  such  to  go  betbre  me  in  two  raa^ 
fiesideri  the^,  bring  my  mother  six  woaa 
slaves  to  wait  on  her,  as  richly  dressed  M 
least  as  any  of  the  princess  Badrodbto- 
dour's.each  loaded  with  a  complete  suh  ft 
tor  any  sult^uiess.  I  want  also  ten  tbso- 
sand  pieces  of  gold  in  ten  purses.  Go.  ud 
make  haste. 

As  soon  as  Aladdin  had  given  theM  oi^ 
ders,  the  genie  disappearedT  and  ptfmtAf 
returned  with  the  hiDne,  the  Ibrtj  dlavn 
ten  of  wiiom  carried  each  a  pune  with  OBI 
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thooind  pieees  oft*  gold,  and  six  women 
■lavef,  each  carryinr  on  tlieir  heail  a  dil- 
farent  dreas  for  Alaiiuin^  inocher,  wrappeil 
up  in  a  piece  of  siiver  stuff,  and  presented 
them  ail  to  Aladdin. 

Of*  the  ten  purses  Aladdin  took  but  four, 
which  he  gaire  to  hk  mother,  telling  her 
those  were  to  supply  her  with  necessaries ; 
the  other  six  heleA  m  the  hands  of 'the 
•laves  who  broiight  them,  with  an  onier  to 
throw  them  by  nandiuls  among-  the  people 
as  they  went  to  tlie  sultan's  palace.  The 
six  slaves  who  carried  the  purees  he  order- 
ed likewise  to  march  before  liim.  tiupec  on 
the  right  hand  and  tliree  on  the  left  At- 
terwards  he  presented  the  six  women 
slaves  to  his  mother,  telling  her  they  were 
her  slaves,  and  that  the  drenes  they  had 
brought  were  for  her  u^e. 

When  Aladdin  had  thus  settled  matters, 
be  told  the  genie  he  would  call  for  him 
when  he  wanted  him,  and  thereupon  the 
genie  disappeared.  Aladdin's  thoughts  now 
were  onlv  ot*  answering,  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble, the  desire  the  sultan  had  shown  to  see 
him.  He  despatched  one  ot'the  Ibrty  slaves 
to  the  palace,  with  an  orderto  address  h im- 
•elf  to  the  chief  ot'  the  officers,  to  know, 
when  he  might  have  the  honour  to  come 
and  throw  nimself  at  the  sultan's  feet. 
The  slave  soon  ac4iuitted  himself  of  hi(> 
message,  and  brought  for  answer  that  tlie 
Miltan  waited  for  him  with  impatience. 

Aladdin  immediately  mounted  his  horse, 
and  began  his  march  m  the  order  we  have 
already  described ;  and  though  he  never 
was  on  a  horse's  back  belbre,  he  appeared 
with  such  extraordinary  grace,  that  the 
mostexperienced  liorsemen  would  not  have 
taken  him  tor  a  novice:  The  streets  through 
which  he  was  to  pass  were  almost  instantly 
filled  with  an  innumerable  concourse  of 
people,  who  made  tlie  air  echo  with  their 
acclamations,  especially  every  time  the  six 
slaves  who  carried  the  purses  threw  hand- 
fuls  of  gold  into  the  air  on  both  sides. — 
Neither  did  these  acclamatkms  and  shouts 
of  joy  come  only  from  those  who  scram- 
bksd  for  the  money,  but  from  a  su|ierior 
rank  vf  people,  who  could  not  forbear  ap- 
plauding publkly  Aladdin's  generosity.  Not 
only  those  who  knew  him  once  when  he 
played  in  the  streets  like  a  \'Hgabond,  did 
not  know  him  again  j  those  who  saw  him 
but  a  little  white  before  hanilv  knew  him, 
■0  much  were  his  features  altered :  such 
were  the  effects  of  the  lamp,  us  to  procure 
by  degrees  to  those  who  poMCwed  it.  peiv 
lections  agreeable  to  the  rank  the  right  use 
of  it  advcmeed  them  to.  Much  more  at- 
tention was  paid  to  Aladdin's  pereon  than 
to  the  pomp  and  magnificence  of  his  at- 
tendants, wluch  had  been  taken  notice  of 
the  da)r  before,  when  the  slaves  walked  in 
Procession  wfth  the  present  to  the  sultan. 
NevenhelesB  the  hone  was  very  much  ad- 
mkvd  by  good  judges,  who  knew  not  how 


to  discern  his  beauties,  without  being  daz- 
zled with  the  jewels  and  richness  of  the 
furniture :  and  when  the  report  was  every 
where  spread  about^  that  the  sultan  was 
^ing  to  give  the  pnncesa  Badroulboudour 
m  marriage  to  hun,  nobody  regarded  his 
birth,  nor  envied  his  good  fortune,  so  wor- 
thy he  seemed  of  it 

when  he  arrived  at  the  palace,  every 
thing  was  prepared  for  his  reception ;  and 
when  he  came  to  tlie  f«cond  gate,  he  would 
have  alighted  Irom  of)' his  horse,  agreeable 
to  tlie  custom  observed  by  the  grand  vizier, 
tlie  generals  of  the  armies,  and  governors 
ot]  provinces  of  the  first  rank ;  but  the  chief 
of  the  offiiicrs,  who  waited  on  him  by  the 
sultan's  on^er,  prevented  him,  and  attend- 
e<l  liim  to  the  council  hall,  where  he  helped 
him  to  dismount  *,  though  Aladdin  opposed 
him  ver^  much,  but  could  not  prevail. 
The  ofhccrs  fbrmed  themselves  into  two 
ranks  at  the  entrance  of  the  hall.  The 
chief  put  Aluildin  on  his  right  hand,  and 
throujrh  the  midst  of  tliem  led  him  to  tbit 
suhan^s  throne. 

Ad  soon  as  the  sultan  perceived  Aladdin, 
he  was  no  less  surprised  to  see  him  more 
richly  and  ma^ificently  clothed  than  ever 
he  had  been  himself,  tlian  surprised  at  his 
good  mien,  fine  shape,  and  a  certain  air  of 
unexpected  grandeur,  very  different  firom 
the  meanness  his  mother  appeared  in. 

But  notwithstanding,  his  amazement  and 
surprise  <lid  not  hinder  him  from  risine  off 
his  throne,  ami  descending  two  or  tnree 
steps  quick  enough  to  prevent  Aladdin's 
throwing  himself  at  his  ieet.  He  embraced 
him  with  all  the  demonstrations  of  friend- 
ship. After  this  civility,  Aladdin  would 
have  cast  himself  at  his  feet  again :  but 
he  held  him  fast  by  the  hand,  and  obliged 
him  to  sit  between  him  and  tlie  gnmovi- 
zier. 

Then  Aladdin,  resuming  the  discouree, 
said,  I  receive^  sir,  the  honour  which  your 
majesty,  out  of  your  great  goodnew  is  plead- 
ed to  confer  on  me ;  but  iiemiit  me  to  tell 
you,  that  I  have  not  forgotten  that  I  am 
your  slave ;  that  I  know  the  greatnea  ol 
your  power,  and  that  I  am  not  insemible 
how  much  my  birth  is  below  the  splendour 
and  lustre  of  the  high  rank  to  whieh  I  am 
raised.  If  any  way,  continued  he,  I  could 
have  merited  so  favourable  a  receptkm,  1 
confess  I  owe  it  merely  to  the  boldness 
which  chance  inspired  me  to  raise  my  eyes, 
thoughts,  and  dcvires  to  the  divine  prmcess, 
who  is  the  object  of  my  wishes.  I  ask  your 
majesty's  i>anlon  for  my  rashnesi^  but  I 
cannot  dissemble,  that  i  should  die  with 

§rief  if  I  should  k)se  my  hopes  of  seeing 
lem  accomplif-hod. 

My  son,  aiuiwered  the  sultan,  embracing 
him  a  second  time,  you  would  wrong  me  to 
doubt  fbr  a  moment  of  my  sincerity :  your 
life  from  this  moment  m  too  dear  to  me  not 
to  preserve  it,  by  presenting  you  with  the 
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nmedy  which  is  at  rojr  diipoKil.  I  proru. 
the  plearare  nt'  iit«iiig  aiul  licnrin!;  )'uu 
belbrc  all  your  Ircasunt  niiiluJ  to  iiiiiu!. 

Alter  iheiic  ivnnls  lliii  ^uliiiti  sitvi:  a  fts- 
nal,  anii  iranKHliiklclr  the  nir  ccIkxmI  with 
theMundoftrumpetii  luiil  huutboys,  aiitl 
othermuEical  iuRtruiiicDlif :  uihI  ut  IhciKinM 
time  the  aultfto  ItxlAhidilin  iiilo  a,  ninjfnifi- 
cent  hail,  where  there  wud  pn-iKtreJ  ti  no- 
ble raut.  The  BultuntUHlAiiuldiiieKtby 
themselves,  the  granil  vizier  aiid  tlw  |tn-at 
knliof  the  court,  iiccwiliiie  tA  their  <li%> 
tiity  anil  mnk,  waited  itU  tliu  tiiiio.  The 
MUtvitnntira)  turnal  oil  dillercnt  xulijcitlit; 
bat  all  tlw  wltilu  tlie«ultiiii  tuokiviLTisita 
plMsnre  in  Hvciiur  him,  tluit  lie  hiinllyuvor 
took  hiiiejoiiuffiiiiii ;  iiiul  tliriitL''lMiut  till 
tlietrconver«itiiuiAI;uliliuKlii>weil0iiiiiH:li 
gnntl  Kiwe,  an  cimliniii-'l  ibe  Huluiii  in  the 
goml  oiHiiion  lie  luul  ot'  liim. 

Alter  tliB  Itiwl.  llu!  cuhiui  n'lit  fiir  ilw 
chict*iuil!»;  ol' liw  ciigiiiiil,  and  onlt-n-il  him 
to  draw  up  iinmediuti'lyiiiiijitnic'tiit'nirir- 
liaax  between  tlioiiriiiccAiUiuinmllNHiJinir 
hi*  (lau^itrr,  und  AlinldiiL  In  the  nH-iin 
time  ilienihiiniuul  111- eiiiii'OilintuuiKJthL-r 
eonvcrKatiiu  ou  viirinUK  i:iihjiin.^  in  iIh- 
pnvcnfte  nt'  tlie  snunl  v;/j>.'r  iiinl  llm  kiriL 
ol'tlicMinrt.  wl)i>  all  iiJiiiin'd  llic  M>li,lity 
ol'  liiH  wit,  IIh!  irn-at  citn:  ujul  tWi'tliini 
when-witii  lit!  di'livi-nil  liini<4-ir.  and  llic 
beniiiillil  tlioui^hii*,  uiul  liiii  delicacy  iu  ex- 
IirpHiins  I  111  ■Ml. 

Wlini  tlic  juili;«  liiid  dmwii  uii  tlic  cnn- 
tnun  ill  iill  till;  miuiHiiij  fnnnH.  llii;  nultuti 
Hiked  AIndilin  il'  ho  would  isinj'  in  tin:  ihi' 
laee.aiul  i4ili>miiiz«-ilirc(!reiii'Hiie«iil'iu;ii^ 
rinse  tJiiit  diiv.  Tiiwlucli  Iw  iuun'fji.il, 
Bir,tlKHnfhirn.iit  iiiinyiiii|iiiiii-iicutofiijijy 
yourmajiviy'ii )»Nihii-Ms  /i-t  I  Im-^'  urymi 
toi;ivL-  niclitivu  ti>dfl!Tll  tilll  liavuliuili 
a^nco  littDreccityi  iliu  iiriixvdi  in;  I 
tlicreliire  di^iti  yon  to  ^tant  lue  u  coitvu- 
tiieiit  yiHit  ut'ei^xind  ni'iirymir  iNiluce,  tliut 
1  mity  ruDU)  tlut  iimri-  iKi|ui'iiily  to  pay  uiy 
i«iwi:b(  to  yini,  lutil  I  will  ttike  cant  U> 
luum  it  liuiUiwI  with  ull  dili^^vucc.    Son, 


Bfiid  the  Bultnn,  take  wlial  pound  joa 
think  nroper ;  there  in  latul  eiMugh  bdbn 
inyiKilacei  butcMusider.IouiDottheDaM 
you  Ml  Eomi  muted  wiili  my  douf  htcr, 
whichwiiitU  coDiplctcmyjoy.  AlierthoB 
wonlH  he  eiuliruMMl  Aladdin  a^n,  wlw 
tiKik  Ilia  L'UVG  tviih  oa  uucli  pulitenm  m 
if  he  lind  bi^Mi  bred  up  and  bad  vdwujm 

Ahiililiii  iimiiiitcil  hill  iKme  ■efun,  uid 
rciuriieil  luino  in  theaaniconliirbecBiiM!, 
with  the  ucclaiiiiuiiuu  III'  tlvi  people,  who 
wLdieil  iiiin  all  h(iii|iiiieiiti  and  praqeri- 
ty.  Aa  wion  tu  Ihi  diriiiiouiituil.  Iu  ictirad 
1(1  litK  owu  eliiinilier,  icuk  Iliu  bniv.  and 
eallnl  llic  seiiif  iid  ticli>n'.  wlio.  in  the  uaiwl 
iimiiiier.  inuili-  him  a  ti^ndcr  iif  hk  ■rrrice. 
GiHiie,  faiit  AhuUliii,  I  li:ive  all  the  ream 
ill  the  world  III  rfHiiiiu'iid  yuiir  eNacUMHf 
I!  hiiiicilii  iiuiKliiully  wlioirvcf 


;e.l  J 


)   but  t 


11111-0  any  n-iftird  tur  ilio  lamp 
lJt-4^  yon  luurt  khuw,  ii'  ikm^iuic.  iiMce 
lOtiiiiid  dili^-iicrlliiuii'Vcr.  luouldkive 
yuubtiilil  I1H-,  ivriuiiiiiiii}-ou  ctiti,  a  pjlioe 
liver  iiipiiiiKt  find  at  ii  pittjier  ili.-tiiiKe 
fmui  the  Hiiltan'ii.  tit  lu  n'Ct'ive  iny  apnuK 
hf  )N-ini'4.^  lliulioullHniiliiur.  I  k'uvelhe 
lioii'eiil'ihe  iiuiieriiiUtiiyiiu.Uiat  itiofaj, 
liin-hvry,  Ja-^iNT,  iiifalr,  lapi^  lazuli,  au 
ilic  tiiiivt  iiuirble  III' tilt-  iiioct  varied  co- 
lours, tuid  ol'tjiu  rei-t  "I'  tlie  buildiitg.  But 
I  cxiiea.  that  in  thi-  lii<rlie»t  Ktiin'  oTiha 
IMilnceyou  bliitll  build  niu  u  larseiiaJIwitk 
adotiie,  uiuI  liiiir  cifiial  fiviiiiii  urul  tbat, 
iiihttiul  iA'  kiycnc  ol'  brick,',  the  walk  be 
nuiiloot'ni!i^y(!iiUiUM)silv<-r,  laid  alitf- 
uutely;  tJiat  iiieh  hunt  Hhall  cunt&iu  «I 
—■-idi>wi',  ilie  IiittieeK  al'  ull  which,  exnft 
__.j.whiehniiiBt  btiliHl  unlliiialicit  and ia^ 
INTlu'i,  iJiull  Iw  to  eiuielii-J  with  act  iai 
,}'iiniietry,  with  dianioiiik,  rubiuf.  oud  ca- 
jraldd,  tluit  tlioy  dliall  exccud  everv  thia( 
oi'thekiiid  thiuhtuievt^lieeQ  set;  n  is  (hi 
world.  1  would  h-lvc  an  inner  and  aOW 
CiAirt  belbrethii  j<iliicc,aii(l  acuriouint- 
den;  but  above  dU  thiuea  take  can  UH 
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there  be  laid  in  a  place  which  you  ahall 
point  out  to  mc,  a  treasure  of  gold  and  sil- 
ver coin.  B(*tiid4*H,  this  paliice  niiist  be 
well  provided  with  kitchens,  and  officra, 
Btore-nouseiii,  and  rooms  to  keep  choice  fur- 
niture in,  tor  ever>'  wason  of  the  year.  1 
must  have  stables  full  ot'  the  finest  liorses, 
witli  their  cfiucrries  and  i^rooins,  and  huiit- 
in|?  e(iui|Ki;re.  There  must  be  oliiccrB  to 
attend  the  kitchens  and  otfircs,  and  women 
slaves  to  wait  on  the  princeM.  You  un- 
derntund  what  I  mean ;  thereibrc  go  about 
it,  and  come  and  tell  me  when  all  is  fin- 

By  the  time  ALuldin  had  infftructcd  the 
eenie  with  his  intcntiuns  rcs|)cctinff  the 
buildiiic:  of  his  |iiiluce.  the  sun  was  set. 
The  next  innrninj^  by  brink  of  day,  Alad- 
din. wlios«'  love  tor  tlic  princess  would  not 
let  him  sli'rp.  was  no  sooner  up,  but  the 
^enit:  pres^'iiii*>i  liiiiitn^If,  andnaid,  Sir,  your 
pilare  is  finished;  ctHueand  see  how  you 
like  it.  Aladdin  had  no  nx)ner  signified 
'  hhi  consent,  but  the  i^enic  tmns|)orted  him 
thither  in  un  instant,  aiul  he  tbund  it  so 
nmch  be>'ondhi8ex|)ectation,that  he  could 
not  cnoui^h  ailmire  it.  The  ^nie  le<l  him 
throiisrh  all  the  aptirtments,  wiiere  he  met 
with  iiothine  but  wliat  was  rich  and  mair- 
niiicent,  witti  iitKcers  and  slaves,  all  dn^sed 
ocrordin?  to  their  rank  and  the  p**rviccs  to 
which  tliey  were  appointed.  Then  the 
genie  showVi!  him  the  treai«ury,  which  w;us 
op»»i]ed  by  a  treasurer,  when^' Aladdin  sjiw 
heaps  of  purKi'rt,  of  ditle.rent  i^izes.  piled  up 
to  tiie  top  of  ilu*  redinff.  and  disiiobetl  in 
motsi  ^)ie;«sin:r  onler.  The  jrenie  a*«nred 
him  nt  the  ireat^urrrs  lidelity.  and  thence 
led  him  to  the  ^!  diles,  where  he  I'howeil 
him  some  of  the  ti.iivt  lit)rsi.>$  in  the  world, 
and  the  proiHn.'%  bii^y  in  dre.ssinir  them  ; 
from  thenre  (iiey  went  to  the  sture-liousec;, 
whjch  wen*  tilh'il  with  all  iu»ceiyaary  pmvi- 
•ions,  U>th  tor  the  iifnX  and  ornament  of  the 
hori«*!i. 

When  Aladdin  had  (*xamined  the  ptilace 
froni  top  to  lv)tto:n,  ami  [xirticutarly  the 
hail  with  the  tour-aiul-twenty  wiiidowdt, 
and  tbun<l  it  innch  beyond  whatever  he 
eouid  have  iinairined,  lie  tviid  to  the  genie, 
Genie,  no  one  can  Ih*  Ix^tter  s;iti:ii»e>t  than 
I  aVii;  and  in.leed  1  siiould  l»e  verv  much 
to  blame  if  I  toniul  any  tiiuh.  Tlu.*re  is 
only  one  ihinsr  wantiiiir.  ^yllich  I  ibrirot  to 
mention ;  that  is  to  lav  trom  the  sultan V 
poluce  to  the  d«vir  of  t)ie  ap:inmeiit,  de- 
■ijrned  li>r  ihe  priiic«w,  a  cariNi  of  Hue  vel- 
vet lor  her  to  wjilk  njton.  The  eenie  im- 
medijitely  diwip|teari- 1,  ami  Aladdin  saw 
what  lie  detiireil  eMTUli^d  that  minute. 
Then  the  (renic  returii«*«l  rind  carric*!  .Alad- 
din home.  Iietbre  the  gates  of  tlie  sultan's 
palace  were  0|H*ne.l. 

Wlien  the  |»orler>».  who  had  always  been 
IHPd  to  an  o|N*n  pn^^Kn^t.  came  to  opi'ii  the 
IKmteM.  they  were  ani.ized  to  find  it  obstruct- 
ed, and  to  nee  a  caqict  of  velvet  spread  tor 
m  freat  way.    They  did  nor  immediately 

2l2  51 


what  it  meant ;  but  when  they  could 
discern  Aladdin's  palace  distinctly,  their 
surprise  was  increased.  The  news  of'  so 
extniortlinary  a  wonder  was  presently 
spread  through  the  palace.  The  grand 
vizier,  who  came  soon  alter  the  gates  were 
oi)en,  was  no  less  amazed  than  other  peo- 
ple at  til  is  novelty,  but  ran  and  acquainted 
the  sultan,  and  endeavoured  to  make  him 
believe  it  to  be  all  enchantment.  Visicr, 
replnd  the  sultan,  why  will  you  have  it  to 
be  enchantment  ?  You  know,  as  well  as 
I,  that  it  is  Aladdin's  palace,  which  I  gave 
him  leave  to  build,  to  receive  my  daugh- 
ter in.  Atler  tlio  proof  we  have  had  of 
his  riches,  can  we  think  it  strange  that  he 
sliould  build  a  iNilace  in  w  short  a  time  ? 
He  hi\a  a  mind  to  surprae  us,  and  let  us 
see  what  wonders  are  to  be  done  with  rcadr 
money  every  day.  Coniew  sincerely  with 
me  that  that  enchantment  vou  talk  of  pro- 
ceeds trom  a  little  envy.  The  hour  ol  go> 
ing  to  council  put  an  end  to  the  convem- 
tion. 

When  Aladdin  had  been  conveyed  home, 
and  had  dismiased  the  genie,  he  found  his 
mother  up,  and  dreeing  herKli'  in  one  of 
those  suits  that  were  brought  her.  By  thm 
time  the  sultan  came  fit)m  the  council, 
Aladdin  had  prepared  his  mother  lo  ffo  to 
the  palace  with  her  slaves,  and  donreo  her, 
if  she  saw  the  sulian,  to  tell  him  she  coma 
to  do  her<«lf  the  honour  to  attend  tlieprin- 
ce!«  towiirds  evening  to  her  palace.  Ac- 
cordin^rly  slie  went ;  but  though  she  and 
the  wonieii  slaves  who  tbllowod  her  were 
all  dreK-^d  like  pultjinesses,  yet  the  crowd 
was  nothin?  near  so  great,  because  they 
were  all  veiled,  and  liad  each  an  upper 
garment  on,  ii^reeable  to  the  richnea  and 
maf^niticence  of  their  habits.  As  lor  Alad- 
din, he  muunteii  his  horse,  and  took  Imavv 
of  his  piiternal  house  lor  ever,  taking  care 
not  to  tbrget  his  wonderful  lamp,  by  the 
assistance  ot'  which  he  had  reaped  Mich 
ndvanta^ei*.  and  arrived  at  the  utmoit 
height  ot  his  wishes  and  went  to  the  par 
lace  in  t!ie  same  pomp  as  the  day  belbri. 

As  snon  as  Uie  ponen  of  the  sultan^ 
palace  saw  Aladdin's  mother,  they  want 
and  informeil  the  sultan,  who  preeentlr  or* 
dered  the  bands  of  trumpets,  cymbal 
drum?,  files,  and  hautboys,  placedf  in  dif 
teicnt  part*  of  the  i^alnce.  to  plavand  beat, 
m  that  ttie  air  rctounded  with  cot)carti» 
which  in^ipiicil  the  whole  city  with  i^y: 
the  merch  iius  be^an  to  adorn  their  mopi 
and  hoiitMM  with  tiiie  carpets  and  cuihioni, 
and  bedeck  them  with  boughs,  ami  prepare 
illuminations  nfainst  night.  The  artkli 
of  all  sorts  lel\  their  work,  and  tlie  peopla 
all  reiviireti  to  the  great  space  between  tha 
sultan'^  and  Aladdin^s  palace  ;  which  laflt 
drew  all  tticir  attentwn,  not  only  becaiwa 
it  was  new  io  them,  but  because  there  waa 
no  comparison  betwen  the  two  buildingi. 
But  tlieir  amazement  was,  to  comprehand 
by  what  unhaard-oi'  miracle,  m 
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cent  a  palace  shouM  be 


tbedny 

Aliuldin'B  mother  w>u  receive) 
paloceirithlKinmir.niiilintniiliiceilbilotlir 
■princcn  BadroullxHiilour'e  niHirtmcnt,  by 
,|]te  oliief  ol'  the  eiinuchK.  Ah  man  itn  tliu 
prince*  Kw  her,  iihe  went  atul  ealiiteil  hpr, 
•imI  denreiUier  to  Dtdowii  mi  Mlt  Notti; 
rMid  while  her  wonicn  made  nii  cnil  ol' 
■draHuiE  her,  and  iidomol  Iter  ivith  the 
jewnla  AWdin  had  presented  lier  with,  n 
mble  eollaiion  wof  ecrvcti  up.  At  tnc 
wmc  time  the  sultan,  who  hiulamiiid  lo 
be  Its  much  ivilli  his  dniishlcr  ne  pnsfihle 
bclbre  he  parted  with  her,  cnme  nnd  paid 
her  (treat  respecl.  Aliuldin'a  mother  hud 
ollrn  talked  to  the  sultati,  in  public,  but  lie 
"""  ' n  her  with  her  veil  oil)  — "-- 


«  gooA  fnee,  which  slMnvcil  what  slie  had 
faMD  m  her  youth.  The  mitan,  wtio  Imd 
■Iwnys  wen  her  ilreKHcd  ^trf  tiienni]',  liut 
to  Hiy  piKirly,  vntM  eurptiwd  to  liml  her  ua 
richly  and  iiiagriiliccntly  rintlicil  m  tlie 
princew  hb  duusiiter.  Ttiis  inifalo  liim 
tliink  Aladdin  cuiially  prudent  luid  wiiic  in 
whatevBr  he  undertook. 


WOK  leniler,  aiul  accomintnied  with  teiaa. 
Th^  embraced  eitch  otnttr  i^viTiil  tinicti, 
andatlastthepriiiccedlelt tiiTowii  ai>»rt- 
>Mnt.nnd  ret  rurwardlbr  Alaildiii'i'palare. 
with  nil  ntotiwr  on  her  letl  hand,  liillaivo! 
br  a  hundred  women  sla^iw,  dre^iuil  with 
■urpnunc  mornificGncc.  All  thebambnl' 
move,  which  ploj-ed  Ironi  tlio  time  Akdd  iii'K 
mother  Brriwl,  joined  i«;ctlwr,  led  the 
pnccMon,  lullowcil  byn  hundred cliiuwix. 
Bod  the  like  nuiiil)cr  ul' blnck  ctitiuchi<,  in 
two  filei,  with  their  otEjor-rxiit  their  head. 
Flour  hundred  ol' the  aid  tan 'h  youngs  pit;;iv 
anied  flambeaux  on  each  bide,  which,  to- 
MtlMr  with  the  illuminatioiM  of  the  nil- 1 


tan'a  and  Aladdin's  y 
li^ht  aa  day. 

Ill  this  nnler  the  princon  wtUked  od  the 
cnrpct,  which  wan  siireati  I'rom  the  soltart 
pahico  to  Aladdin'^,  preceded  by  bands  of 
miHieiaiiF,  who,  os  thry  advanced,  iakanf 
with  tliiiM  cin  the  terraces  of  AlMUin 
palace,  liirmed  a  cniicert,  which,  exttaer- 
dinnry  and  Mni'iTse'l  ns  it  appealed,  tn- 
crcoiwd  the  joy  lint  only  ol'  the  crowd  m- 
senibleit  in  the  great  sqtvire,  but  DTall  that 
ivere  In  the  two  piiWes,  the  tows,  sad  a 
great  way  rouml  about  iL 

At  Iciigtli  tile  princess  arrived  at  tfaa 
new  palace.  Aliiddin  mn  with  all  imap- 
nable  joy  to  rcec'i\-c  her  at  the  entmnee  of 
ih(!  n|virtnu:iit  upiNiiiiicd  Ibr  him.  Hbdd- 
ther  liud  tJikun  can;  to  point  him  out  to  tke 
|irinf.C«0,  in  the  niiilxt  ol'  the  officns  thrt 
Hiirminiicd  him,  ntid  she  was  chanaed 
with  U'm  |M>rMin  u.j  won  ii»  slie  caw  him. 
Adiimblo  princcM,  i^iiil  Ahiddin  (ohcr.K- 
nwtin);  liiT.  und  Kihitintr  her  resnectTuIly. 
il'  1  hiti'n  the  nii:4iirtune  to  have  tbipltaat 
yuii  hy  mv  bntdinw  In  i^nrtDfr  lo  tu!  p» 
Kcjsiim  ut  x»  lovely  a  priiicni,  and  idjtmI- 
tiui'sdiuiehtiv,  I  idui4  tell  you,  that  in 
ought  t«  Uiune  ifnir  bright  eyw  iai 
charms,  nut  ma,  I*ruiet-,  (tw  I  inajr  rot 
ci^ll  yini.)  iintwered  tU'  t>rtiieea,  I  asok*- 
diunt  to  the  will  oi'my  llitlier;  ami  iia 
eiHiuifh  far  iniMo  luivu  wen  yiHi,  iotdl]M 
that  I  iilit-y  tvitlinut  reliictuiice. 

Aladdin,  chainM^i  with  imngrenaMeHri 
FntiiilaciiiryniiiuiKwtT,  would  nut  keqiitf 
princtw  vlundiiii;  alter  i-he  had  walked  m 
liir,  which  wai:  mure  tlian  she  «rac  nwdv 
doi  hut  took  her  by  the  hand,  whkhh 
kJAKil  wilii  the  ^realuMt  demonrtnUioH  ^ 
joy,  nnd  led  lii-r  into  a  large  hall,  ilhs*- 
icUetl  wiili  an  infinite  number  of  «u 
CiuidlcK.  when',  by  thccar«ol'  thegnitt 
liuble  I'l^iun  nils  »;rvcd  up.  The  HMei 
wore  ol'  niiiivy  gold,  and  contaiiMd  IhB 
nuwt  delicate  meats.  The  vaaM,  bmm, 
and  eoblels,  with  which  lito  beaufct  nc 
t'urniBhed,  wer^  euld  aln^  aod  ot'  enam 
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workmanahip,  and  all  the  other  ornamcnUi 
and  cmbellMimcnts  of  tin*  hull  wore  aii- 
awerahle  (n  tiiw  ^rcnt  wealth.  The  priii- 
cefv,  dazzled  to  see  w  much  ricliC'^  collect- 
ed in  one  place,  Baid  to  Aladdin,  1  thoiiirht, 
Criiice,  that  iKithinir  in  the  world  wa.s  su 
enutiful  ae  tlic  aultan  my  lUtherV  palace ; 
but  the  sijflit  of  thifi  hali  alone  is  sufficient 
to  vhow  I  Avas  dcceivcil. 

Then  Ahuldin  k^I  the  i)nncei«  to  the 
place  apix)int4*d  tor  her,  and  a^:  nyun  :is  shr 
and  Jiid  mother  wen'  ^rlt  down,  a  band  of 
die  inoist  harmonious  in^trutnenls.  accnni- 
uinied  with  the  voici'.-<  ol'  beaut iti it  la<]ii'<. 
E>e|;an  a  conc4!rt,  which  laste<l  without  in- 
tenniMion  to  the  eminfthe  rt'past.  TIm' 
prince/w  wai«  8ochaniii*il,  that  siKMlecIared 
aJie  never  heard  any  tiiinL''  like  it  in  the  bul- 
tan  her  tatherV  coiirt ;  but  she  knew  not 
tiiat  thtise  inusiciann  were  fairies  c in isenby 
tlic  jienie.  slave  of  the  lamp. 

When  the  »:up]i«'r  wan  ended,  aivl  the 
table  taken  away, there  entered  acoiiip:iiiy 
of  dancens  who  danced  accord ini;  to  tlie 
custom  o|'  Um:  country,  several  fl^nn;  ilan- 
C4'tf,  ending  with  a  dancin>;  man  and 
woman,  who  |M*rlormeii  their  iiaits  with 
sur]iriirin£;  lightnc.-^  and  airility,  an.l  allow- 
ed all  the  aiidreris  thev  were  ca|Kihli>  of. 
About  midnight.  Aladdm.  accordinir  t  ihr 
custom  of  that  time  in  ('liina,  p»v  nn  and 
presented  hi^^  haihltothe  princp.-^^DiuinmU 
voudour  to  dance  with  her,  aiul  to  finish 
the  cea'nionie:^  of  their  nuptials.  'J^hr^y 
danced  with  ki  gotni  a  ^race,  that  they 
were  tlic  adminitionof  all  tiic  comiuiny. 
When  tlicy  lefl  UT,  Aladdin  did  iktt  let 
(lie  princcds'it  hand  ^o,  but  led  her  to  the 
a(iartment  where  the  nuptial  bed  was 
preparciL  The  princes^^s  women  Jie!|ied 
to  uiulrej«  her,  ami  put  her  to  bed ;  Ahul- 
din^s  offlccrki  did  the  same  by  him,  and 
Clien  all  retire.) .  Thus  ended  the  ceremo- 
im*Mand  rejoicintrs  at  the  marriage  of  Alad- 
din with  the  princesB  UadroulUmilour. 

The  iu*xt  momiiij?  wiien  Aladilinawaked, 
hid  V(Uet5-dc-chambre  presented  them- 
«§lva«  to  dre^i?  hiin,  and  hroui^ht  iiim  an- 
other habit  as  rich  and  m.'urnificent  its  that 
lie  wore  the  day  licti>re.  Then  he  i)rdered 
one  of  the  hoives  ap|«nnf(^l  tor  hi:;  use  to 
be  i;ot  read;^',  mounted  him,  and  went  in 
Uie  iiiidst  of  a  laije  tixxm  of  slaves  to  the 
sultanV  palace.  The  sultan  received  him 
With  the  same  honours  as  UMore,  endiniced 
liim,  placeil  him  on  the  thnme  near  him, 
and  ordered  inhreaklii^^t.  Aladdin  replied, 
I  be^  your  majisty  wdl  di^jK'ns*;  witli  me 
fivm  ticce|jtin:rthat  honour  to  day;  I  came 
to  iuskyini  to  come  apd  take  a  re|>  ist  in  the 
princiss's  iKilacr,  attended  by  yuiir  grand 
vizier,  and  all  the  lords  of  voiir  court.  'J'hc 
Mil  tan  coiisenttvl  with  pleasure,  nve  up 
immediaiely,  and  as  it  wris  not  tar  off,  went 
(hitlieron  fof)t,  wiiii  .Vladdin  on  his  ri'''lit 
baud,  tlie  grand  vizii'r  <ifi  his  ietr.  prece(1e<l 
by  the  chiaoiix  ;ii-.d  i  rinciiial  otH.^'mof  hif 


palace,  and  followed  by  all  tlie  great  lorda 
of  his  c<iurt. 

The  nearer  the  sultan  approached  Alad- 
din's palace,  the  more  he  was  struck  with 
iu  Iteauty,  but  w:\s  much  more  amaa^ 
when  he  entered  il ;  and  could  not  Ibrbear 
breaking  out  into  exclamations  of  appro- 
bation, liul  when  he  came  into  the  hall 
with  the  ItHir-and-twenty  wiiulows.  into 
which  Aladdin  had  hivited  him,  ana  had 
S4;en  the  ornaments,  and,  aliove  nil,  cast 
his  eyes  on  tlte  windows,  enriched  witli  di- 
amonds, rul»ies,  emeralds,  all  large  perlcct 
Mi)!]e<;  aiitl  when  Aladtlni  had  ob«eri*f^ 
to  him,  that  it  wus  as  rich  on  the  outside, 
he  was  ^o  much  suqirised,  that  he  remain- 
Oil  some  time  inotionleas.  AAer  he  reco- 
vered himsi;lt',  he  Kiid  to  his  vizier,  Is  it 
possible  that  there  should  bcf«uch  a  stately 
palace  so  nigh  mv  own.  and  I  be  an  utter 
str.ini^er  tn  it  till  now  7  Sir,  replieil  the 
L'rauil  vi/.ier,  your  majesty  may  remember 
that  the  <lay  heliire  ye^terdaj'  you  gave 
Aladilin,  whom  von  accepted  lor  your  son- 
in-law.  leaviMo  iMiilda  palace  over  against 
your  own,  and  that  verv  day  at  sun-set 
theiv  was  no  palace  on  tliis  s|>ot.  and  yes- 
terday I  had  ihe  honour  first  to  tell  rou  that 
the  lialace  was  built  and  finished.  I  re- 
member it.  replied  the  pultan,  but  never 
imairined  that  the  iki lace  was  one  of  the 
wonders  of  the  world ;  for  where  in  all  the 
world  besiiK's  shall  we  find  walls  built  of 
courst>s  of  massy  gold  and  silver,  instead  of 
courses  of  brick,  stone,  or  marble;  and  di- 
amonds, rubies,  and  emeralds,  set  thick 
about  tlie  windows!  There  never  was 
any  thing  mentioned  like  it  in  tiiis  world 
before. 

The  sultan  would  examine  and  admire 
the  Iteauty  of  all  the  windows,  and  count- 
ing them, found  that  there  were  but  threc- 
iuid-twenty  windows  that  were  so  richly 
tiilorned,  and  he  was  greatly  astonished 
that  the  twenty-fourth  was  Iet\  imperiect. 
Vizier,  said  he,  lor  that  minUter  made  a 
l)c)int  of  never  leaving  him,  I  am  FUrprised 
that  a  hall  of  thid  magnificence  should  be 
lefl  thus  imiierfect.  bir,  renhed  the  grand 
vizier,  without  doubt  Alad«lin  only  wanted 
time  to  finish  this  window  like  the  rest ;  tor 
it  iis  not  to  be  supposed  but  that  he  has  suf- 
ficient jewels  for  it,  and  that  he  will  wt 
about  it  the  nr>:l  oj^wrtunitv. 

Alaildiii,  who  hati  lell  the  sidtan  to  go 
and  give  si>me  orilen*,  returned  just  as  tne 
vizier  luul  f^iven  that  prince  his  sup|)Oecd 
reasons,  bon.  K:iid  the  sultan  to  him,  this 
hall  is  the  inivt  worthy  of  admiration  of 
anv  hall  in  the  worhl:  tliere  is  only  one 
thmg  tlutt  sn:pri!«es  me,  which  is,  to  fimi 
one  ot'the  win^lows  untinislieil.  Is  it  from 
the  IbrgetlVilne-s  or  negligence  of^ihe  work- 
men, or  want  ol*  time,  that  thev  have  not 
|Hit  the  tini>hin^  Ktmke  to  po  beautiful  a 
piece  of  architecture  ?  Sir,  answei^  Alad- 
din, it  was  for  none  of  these  rGOiuui  tluif 
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yam  majaity  wes  it  in  this  condition.  The 
thing  waa  done  by  deaifn,  and  it  was  by 
my  order*  that  the  workmen  \ei\  it  thus, 
■nee  I  had  a  mind  that  vour  majesty 
rfiould  have  the  fflory  of  finianing  this  hull. 
and  the  palace  alEO  together,  and  I  be*'  of 

r9u  to  approve  of  my  good  intention,  that 
may  remember  the  favours  I  have  receiv- 
ed from  you.  If  you  did  it  with  this  inten- 
tion, replied  the  sultan,  I  take  it  kindly, 
and  will  give  orders  about  it  immediately. 
He  accordingly  sent  for  the  most  confii- 
demble  jewellers  and  goldsmiths  in  his 
eanital. 

In  the  mean  time  the  sultan  went  out  of 
this  hall,  and  Aladdin  led  him  into  that 
wheie  he  had  regaled  the  princess  Bad- 
roulboudour  on  their  wedding  day.  The 
princess  came  immediately  afierwards,  and 
received  the  sultan  her  lather,  with  an  air 
that  showed  how  much  she  was  satinfied 
with  her  marriage.  Two  tables  were  im- 
mediate! v  spread  with  the  most  delicious 
meats,  all  served  up  in  gold  dishes.  The 
•ultan,  princess.  Aladdin,  and  the  j^rand 
vizier,  sat  down  at  the  first,  and  all  the 
lords  of  the  court  at  the  second,  which  was 
very  long.  The  sultan  was  very  much 
pleased  with  the  meats,  and  owned  he  hail 
never  eaten  any  thing  more  excellent.  He 
■aid  the  same  of  the  wines,  which  were 
delicious ;  but  what  he  most  of  all  admired 
were  four  laree  beauleis,  profusely  furni:shed 
with  large  flagons,  basins,  and  cups,  all  of 
massy  gold,  set  with  jewels.  He  w«i6  be- 
tides clmrroed  with  several  bands  of  mu- 
se, which  were  ranged  along  the  hall,  and 
formed  most  agreeaole  concerts. 

When  the  sultan  rose  from  table,  he  was 
informed  that  the  jewellers  and  goldsmiths 
he  had  sent  for  attended ;  upon  which  he 
tetumed  to  the  hall,  and  showed  tiiem  the 
window  which  was  unfinished :  I  sent  tor 
you,  said  he,  to  fit  up  this  window  in  as 
great  perfection  as  the  rest ;  examine  them 
well,  and  make  ail  the  despatch  you  can  to 
make  them  all  alike. 

The  jewellers  and  goldsmiths  examined 
the  other  three-and-twenty  windows  with 
great  attention,  and  alter  they  had  con- 
sulted together,  to  know  what  each  could 
furnish,  they  returned,  and  presented  them- 
selves betbre  the  sultan,  whose  principal 
jeweller,  undertaking  to  speak  for  the  rest, 
said,  Sir,  we  are  all  willing  to  exert  our 
utmost  cure  and  industry  to  obey  your  ma- 
jesty ;  but  among  us  all  we  cannot  iurniBh 
lewels  enough  for  so  great  a  work.  I  have 
more  than  ai-e  nccest^ary,  said  the  sultan ; 
come  to  my  palace,  and  you  shall  choose 
what  are  fittinsr. 

When  the  sultan  returned  to  his  palace, 
he  ordered  his  jewels  to  be  Ictchedout.  and 
the  jewellers  took  a  great  Quantity,  parti- 
cularly these  which  Aladdin  had  made 
him  a  present  of,  which  they  soon  used, 
without  making  any  great  advance  in  their 
work.     They  came  again  several   \im?m 


for  more,  and  in  a  month's  time  had  ml 
finished  half  their  work.  In  short,  Chc^ 
used  all  the  jewels  the  sultan  had  of  ha 
own,  and  borrowed  of  the  vizier,  and  yet 
the  work  wtm  not  half  done. 

Aladdin,  who  knew  that  all  the  saltan^ 
endeavours  to  make  his  window  like  the 
rest  were  in  vain,  and  that  he  never  eoald 
compaffi  it  with  credit,  sent  for  the  jewel- 
lers and  goldsmiths,  and  not  onlv  bid  them 
desist  from  their  work,  but  ordered  them 
to  undo  what  they  had  begun,  an<i  to  carry 
all  their  jewels  back  to  the  pultan  and  ts 
the  vizier.  Tlicy  undid  in  a  few  hours  what 
they  had  been  six  weeks  about,  and  retired, 
leaving  Aladdin  alone  in  the  hall.  He  took 
the  lamp  which  he  carried  about  him,  and 
rubbed  it,  and  presently  the  genie  appear- 
ed. Genie,  said  Aladdin,  1  ordered  tliee  to 
leave  one  o!'  the  toui  -and-  twenty  windows 
of  this  hall  im|)cHect,  and  thou  hasi  exe- 
cuted my  commands  punctually;  now  I 
would  have  thee  make  it  like  the  reit 
The  genie  immediately  disappeared.  Alad- 
din went  out  of  the  hall,  and  returniog 
soon  ailer  into  it,  he  found  the  window,  ai 
he  wished  it  to  be,  like  the  others. 

In  the  mean  time  the  jewellers  and  |poid- 
smiths  reached  the  palace,  and  were  intio- 
duced  into  the  sultan's  ])rei?ence;  wheie 
the  first  jeweller  presenting  the  jewels 
which  he  had  brought  back,  eakl  m  the 
name  of  all  the  rest.  Sir,  your  majesty 
knows  how  long  we  have  been  upon  the 
work  you  w;is  pleased  to  set  us  about,  in 
which  we  used  ail  imaginable  industry,  h 
was  far  advanced,  when  Aladdin  oblieed 
us  not  only  to  leave  ofi',  but  to  undo  wnat 
we  ha«l  already  begun,  and  brins  yourme- 
jesty  your  jewels  back.  TItc  tnjitan  asked 
them  if  Aladdin  ^ave  them  any  reason 
for  so  doing,  and  they  answering  that  be 
had  giv(>n  them  none,  he  ordeii^  a  horK 
to  be  hronght  to  him  nresently,  wh«h  he 
mounted,  and  rode  to  AhiddinV naiace  srith 
some  few  attendants  on  iiK)t  by  his  ade. 
When  he  came  there,  he  iiliirlited  at  the 
staircase,  which  led  up  to  the  Fiall  with  the 
twentj^-lonr  windows,  ami  went  directlf 
up  to  it,  withoni  giving  j»rcvious  nolire  to 
Aladdin  ;  hut  it  ha|>]X^ne«)  that  at  thatrerf 
jmicture  Aladdin  was  op]<»rtunely  there, 
and  had  just  time  to  receive  him  at  the 
door. 

The  sultan,  without  giving  Aladdin  tin 
to  complain  ohliiringly  of  hi'  not  givicf 
him  notice,  thnt  he  inight  have  acquitm 
himself  with  tlie  more  duty  tmd  respect, 
said  to  him,  Son,  I  come  myself  to  knov 
the  reason  why  you  lefi  so  noble  and  itfC- 
nificent  a  hall  as  this  isimpertect. 

Aladdin  disguised  the  true  reason,  which 
was,  that  the  sultan  was  not  rich  eoc^ch 
in  jewels  to  he  at  so  great  an  expend,  but 
said,  It  is  true  vour  majesty  saw  ikii  hall 
unfinished,  but  1  beg  ot  you  now  to  «B  if 
anything  is  wanting. 

The  sultan  went  directly  to  the 
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which  yrwt  left  imrerfprt.  and  wlipn  he 
(bond  it  liiie  therm.nelntiried  that  he  was 
mifltaktn,  nnd  exHminn]  (he  two  wjiulowi 
on  Mch  Mile,  KiMJ  nliRrwnnlii  ull  ihc  four- 
■nd-lwenty;  and  when  he  wax  coiivinc(>il 
thai  the  window,  whir.h  spveml  n-nrkmi*n 
had  been  hi  lonf  about,  W!v>  ritii«hrd  in  so 
■bort  a  time,  he  emhmrtvl  AliHlilin,  anil 
hiweJ  him  between  hiit  pvi'ii.  My  son,  raid 
he,  what  a  man  you  are  to  dii  mfh  mit- 
priinns  thjneiialwayn  in  the  Iwinkliit?  of 
aneyc!  tlwrpi»not  >i3urli'llowin  tlieivorliir 
the  more  1  know  you,  tlie  more  1  udinire 
yon. 

Aladdin  recoivi^l  thi-sn  pmiseH  fiwn  ihi- 
nltnti  with  a  en-nt  ileal  iil'  motleny,  and 
replied  in  thiw  wtn\* :  Sir.  it  in  a  skM 
honour  to  nio  lo  deserve  your  mnjwiy'H 
good-will  and  niijinihntinn,  nnd  I  lueure 
jou  I  nhall  study  lo  doHTvp  them  man;. 

The  milran  n'tiinml  tn  hia  imlare  nn  he 
«ame  but  wmiid  nni  l«  AInildin  eo  Imck 
with  dim.  When  heninic  there.hclbunii 
hit  ffwnd  vizier  wiiitins  liir  him,  lo  whom 
he  nrlaled  the  wonder  Ttc  hud  been  a  w' 
iMMi  or  with  Ibe  iitmoiit  admiration,  nnd 
•iKh  fermii  ai  left  that  minisIiT  no  room 
doubt  hut  that  liie  liict  wax  an  the  hiiIii 
related  il ;  tlimizh  he  was  flip  more  ro.. 
frnwil  in  hin  belii-l' that  AladdinV  iKilare 
waa  ihi>  effpct  lA'  i-nrliiimnii-nl.  uo  he  lolil 
the  mdlan  the  fir»t  mnmrnt  hi"  saw  it.  He 
WW)  ^in?  to  rei^irnt  the  riiik'  lliintr  ajrain, 
but  the  dultan  ititerruptnl  hrtn,  and  Kiiil, 
Yoii  told  me  to  onre  belorr :  I  im-i',  vizier, 
Jfa  have  iki(  tbrcnC  vour  mn'ii  niarriii^  to 
HIT  dHUzhtcT.  The  erand  viitiiT  plainly 
(BW  Itnw  murh  the  Kultan  wiw  |>rrp(M4VH- 
e<l,  and  iherelbn:  avoided  anv  diHpuici<,  aad 
let  him  remain  in  hw  own  bpinion.  The 
Miltan.  aa  certain  ai  he  rtwe  in  a  momin?. 
went  into  the  ckwt  to  lunk  at  Aladdin'i 
palace,  and  would  ffo  inanj  tinica  in  a  day 
10  mniemplotc  and  ailmireit. 

All  this  time  Aladdin  did  not  confine 
tlinMell' in  hi*  palace,  bat  took  eaielo  (how 
tataaelf  one*  or  twica  a  week  In  the  town, 


..  Fisit  to  the  gmntj  VL _ 

pay  lii«  court  tu  him  on  rctlain  dayK  or  to 
do  the  principal  lords  ol"  the  ccirt  the  ho- 
nonr  to  rtturn  their  vkits.  after  hi:  had  re- 
enled  them  at  his  lulace.  Evcrr  time  he 
ivent  out  he  raiweif  two  siaves,  who  walked 
hv  the  siiie  of  bin  hnrw,  to  throw  handl'ub 


,  hut  n^umeilsaiiiiBrj  with  his  libera- 
lity. In  oliort,  he  vo  di\-idcil  his  time,  that 
not  ft  week  pjiml  but  Aladdin  wenteillier 
niiceor  twjeea  hunting,  rametime*  in  the 
environs  ot'  the  city,  Mmelimcs  Tarthcr  otl'; 
at  which  time  ttie  villn^ies  through  which 
he  pcimed  tell  the  et!ectH  of  hie  ^nerouty. 
which  guiiiril  him  tlie  love  and  blewinssol 
tlic  |ien|ilc  i  anil  it  was  common  Ibr  them  to 
I  iiweiirby  hnheoil.  Insliort.witlioutfivinc 
'  ihe  t'nuil  unibr.i^tn  the  sultan,  lo  whom  he 
IHiid  nil  iniatrinablc  reqieet,  it  might  be 
raiil  that  Aladdin,  by  hivalfiiltliThehBvkxir 
iiFHl  lihemlity.  had  wtHilbeaOiK-liow ol'tiM 
lieople.  luril  wn*  more  beloved  than  Ihe  tul- 
laii  liinmeir.  With  all  tliewe  t^ond  qualities, 
he  t'howol  a  coumce  and  a  zeal  Ibr  the 
publii'  Foml  which  could  nnt  be  sutliciently 
an'lauded.    He  Kii^'e  mfficient  iiroola  m* 

hoih  in  a  re«>l'      "'    '  " ' "■-■—.  •-■ — 

dnm  :  liir  he  ni 
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which  he  lound  no  ilifficully  to  obtain.  As 
i«on  ns  ho  wax  at  (hii  head  ot'tlte  army,  be 
marrhud  nzniif  t  the  rebels  with  ki  much 
expeililinn.lliai  thr- eutlnn  heanl  ol'thede- 
Icat  ol'lhe  rrM«  Man  he  had  receivwl  an 
accoiiiii  of  hi,!  :irrival  in  the  army.  And 
tJioueh  thin  action  rendered  hia  name  &- 
mous  throughout  the  kiiif  dom,  iL  mnde  no 
aliemtion  in  his  diqnntion.  but  he  waa  w 
aAhle  after  his  victory  aa  befbra, 
Aladdia  had  bohaTed  himaelf  after  Una 
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manner  several  ycara,  when  the  African 
magician,  who  undesi^iiexlly  had  been 
Jie  instrument  of  raising  him  to  so  hi^h  a 
pitch  of  fortune,  bethou*^nt  himself  of  him 
m  Africa,  whither,  aflcr  liis  expedition,  he 
returned ;  and  thcni^h  he  was  almost  )H!r- 
guaded  that  Aladdin  died  mi&eniblv  in  tJie 
iubterranoous  abode  where  he  Icil  him.  yet 
he  had  tjie  curiosity  to  inform  himn^lf  about 
his  end  with  certainty ;  and  as  he  was  a 
great  geomancer,  he  took  out  of  a  cupboiml 
a  sciuare  covered  box,  which  lie  made  use 
of  in  his  geomantic  observations,  then  xat 
himself  down  on  his  sofa,  eei  it  before  hitn. 
and  uncovered  it  After  he  had  prci)are<i 
and  levelled  the  sand  which  was  in  it,  with 
an  intention  to  discover  whether  or  no  Alad- 
din died  in  tlie  subtemuieous  abode,  he  cast 
the  points,  drew  the  figurc>t.  and  furnieJ  a 
horoiJCoi)e,  by  which,  wlien  ne  came  to  ex- 
amine it,  he  found  that  Aladdin,  in^it(•ad  ut' 
dyinff  in  the  cave,  hiid  cscaT)od  out  ot'  it, 
lived  splendidly,  wnn  very  rich,  hsul  mar- 
ried a  princess,  and  was  very  much  honour- 
ed and  respei*tcd. 

The  magician  no  sooner  nndcrFlnod  by 
the  rules  ot  his  diabolical  art  tliat  Aladdin 
hafl  arrived  to  that  height  of  jsxxmI  fortune. 
but  a  colour  came  into  hie  fuce,~and  lie  cried 
out  in  a  nige.  This  ]x»r  sorry  tailor's  wn 
has  discovered  the  M?cret  and  virtue  of  the 
lamp!  I  believed  his  death  to  l)e  cx^rtain. 
4)ut  find  too  plainly  he  enjoys  the  fruit  of 
my  labour  and  study.  But  I  will  prevent 
his  enjovin^  it  lon«r,  or  perish  in  the  at- 
tempt. He  was  not  a  great  while  dclilwr- 
atin«r  on  what  he  should  do,  but  the  next 
morning  mounted  a  barb  wliich  was  in  his 
stable,  set  forwards,  and  never  stop  kuI  but 
iupt  to  refresh  himself  aiui  Jiorpo,  til  lie  ar- 
rived at  the  capital  of  China.  He  a  ighted, 
took  up  his  loflg-ing  in  a  khan,  and  ifitaid 
there  the  iTniaiiuler  of  the  day  and  the 
nicriit,  to  refret^i'i  himself  afler  so  long  a! 
journey. 

Tlie  next  day  his  first  ol»jeot  was  to  in- 
quire what  i)eoplo  said  of  Aladdin;  and, 
taking"  a  walk  thruujrh  the  town,  he  wont 
to  the  mo?t  public  and  fif»<|noiiti*d  ]»laces, 
wliere  i»eople  of  the  first  distinrtion  met  to  i 
drink  a  certain  warm  liquor,  which  hr  had  | 
drank  often  when  he  wai*  then'  bflon;.  As  i 
soon  as  he  sat  down,  he  was  prtvtMitcd  witli  I 
a  p-hir^  of  it,  which  he  to«k  ;  hut,  listening  | 
at  (lu!  same  tinir  to  the  discourse  c»t'  tlu; . 
c^miwnv  on  each  siile  of  him,  he  lieard  ! 
them  talking  of  Aladilin's  imlace.    When  j 
he  had  dmnk  ofl'his  gla«»»,  lie  joined  thfm  ; 
and  takintr  this  op|M>rtunitv,  ask«.Nl  tliem 
particiilarlv  what  palace  that  was  they ; 
spoke  so  ad\*anta<reously  ot".  From  whence  \ 
come  you  ?  said  the  i»ervon  to  whom  ho  ad- ; 
dressed  himself:  ycui  must  certainly  \ie  a 
ftnuiger,  not  to  have  w?on  or  heard  talk  of 
prince  Aladdin's  |i;ilaro.  (tJ»rhe  was  called 
80  afler  his  marria>re  with  the  jirincess  Bad- 
roulboiidour.)    I  <lonnt  s;ty,  continued  the 
man,  tliat  it  is  one  of  tlio  wonders  ol*  the 


world,  but  that  it  is  the  only  wonder  oftiie 
world  J  since  nothing  so  grand,  rich,  and 
magnificent,  was  ever  seen.  Certainly  yaa 
must  have  come  from  a  great  distance  not 
to  have  heard  of  it ;  it  must  have  been  talk- 
ed of  all  over  the  world.  Go  and  see  it, 
and  then  judge  whether  I  have  told  you 
more  than  the  truth.  Forgive  my  igno- 
rance, replied  the  African  magician ;  far- 
rived  here  but  yesterday,  and  came  from 
the  farthest  ])art  of  Africa,  where  the  fame 
of  this  palace  had  not  reached  when  I  came 
away.  For  the  afiair  which  brought  me 
hither  was  so  urgent,  that  my^pole  object 
was  to  get  here  i\n  soon  as  I  could,  without 
stopping  any  where,  or  making  any  ac- 
quaintance. But  1  will  not  tail  to  go  and 
see  it ;  my  imiMiticnce  is  so  great,  I  will  go 
immediately  and  satisfy  mv  curiosity,  if  you 
will  do  me  the  favour  to  ahow  roe  the  way 
thither. 

The  |)erson  to  whom  the  African  magi- 
cian addix*ssod  himself,  took  a  pleasure  m 
showing  him  the  way  to  Aladdin's  palace, 
and  he  got  up  and  went  thitlicr  instantly. 
WluMi  he  came  to  the  palace,  and  had  ex- 
amined it  on  all  side^  he  doubted  not  but 
that  Aladdin  had  made  use  of  the  lamp  Id 


build  it.  Without  attending  to  the  inaoili- 
tv  of  Aladdin,  a  )X)or  tailor't?  son,  be  knew 
that  none  hut  the  genies,  the  da^'esofthe 
lamp,  the  attaining  of  which  he  luui  mined, 
could  have  ixirfomied  such  wondera :  and, 
pi(iued  to  the  quick  at  Aladdin's  liappinea 
and  greatness,  he  returned  to  the  khaa 
whei-e  he  Knlged. 

The  next  thing  was  to  know  wliere  the 
lain|>  was ;  if  Ahuldin  carried  it  about  wdh 
him.  or  where  he  kept  it ;  and  tlii*  he  wu 
tod  iscr)vcr  h\'  an  oi^entt  ion  of  geomancy.  As 
soon  as  he  entered  his  lodging,  he  took  hii 
ajuare  Ikix  of s^uid,  which  he  aiwavHcarricd 
with  him  when  he  travel  led.  am!  alter  he 
had  iK'rfnnned  some  operations,  Ite  knew 
that  the  lamp  was  in  Aladdin'tf  i^lace;  and 
so  great  wjis  his  joy  at  the  disctn-ory,  tkut 
he  could  hanilv  contain  lihnselt'.  Well, 
Kud  lie.  1  i^hall  have  the  lamp,  and  I  delV 
Ala(l(1in*s  piT\*cntinjr  mv  CHrr^inf  it  o4 
and  making  him  b-ink  to  his  originaTmeac- 
nees,  Ironi  which  he  lias  taken  so  liigh  a 
flight. 

It  Avns  AIaddin^s  misfttrtune  at  tliat  time 
to  l>e  gone  a  hunting  for  eight  day^  of 
wliich  only  three  were  expired,  which  the 
I  Magician  came  to  know  by  this  means.  Af- 
ter he  had  pertiirined  this  oixrratioii,  which 
gave  him  so  much  joy,  he  went  to  the  mat- 
ter ot'tho  khan,  entered  into  diacoiirse  with 
him  on  indiflerent  matters,  and  among  the 
rest,  told  him  he  had  l>een  toeee  Aladdiai 
naiace ;  and  af\er  exaggerating  on  alltimi 
he  had  seen  most  surprising  and  most  fuu- 
iiig  to  him  and  all  the  world,  he  added.  Bitf 
Tny  curiotiity  loads  me  farther,  and  I  ditU 
not  be  easy  till  I  have  seen  the  penoo  to 
whom  this  wonderful  edifice  belongs.  Thai 
will  1h*  no  ditlicult  matter,  repUed  the 
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Mr  of  the  khan ;  there  it  not  a  day  patmr 
but  he  givea  on  opportanity  when  ho  ia  in 
town,  biit  at  iH«aent  be  w  not  at  tionie,  and 
haa  been  gone  these  three  days  lai  a  liunl- 
kMrniaieh,  which  will  last  eiffht. 
^The  mancimi  wanted  to  know  no  more : 
betook  hiileaTeortheinaeternI' the  khan, 
■nd  iMuminK  to  hia  own  chnmher,  raid  to 
hiffnelf,  Thifl  ia  an  <m|iortunit)- 1  ouffhl  by 
no  means  to  let  alip,  but  will  make  the  be>^ 
Dae  of  it.  To  that  end  he  went  lo  a  maker 
«nd  Klter  ol'  lamp*,  and  askol  tur  a  dozen 
of  copper  latnpe.     The  mnBler  of  lli#  shop 


he  wouM  have  patience  li 


bohadAmind  to  have  tlieni.  The  niiis'i- 
cian  appoinled  his  time,  and  bid  him  take 
care  that  the;  should  be  hondaonie  und 
well  ndiiiied.  After  proniiiing  to  pay  him 
«eU,be  returned  to  hi*  inn. 

The  next  day  the  mnfjician  culled  forhix 
twelve  lamp*,  paid  Ihe  man  hisliill  price 
Sx  them,  put  ihcm  in  a  bai4el  which  he 
kouf^t  on  purpoK.  and  with  the  biinket 
faanfinron  hkann,  went  dirvctly  CoAlnd- 
din**  pcHace ;  and  when  he  came  i>enr  it.  he 
began  crying,  Who  will  cimnge  old  luin|H 
Ibr  new  ones  7  As  he  went  alon?.  lie  ^- 
Ihercil  acrowdol'cliildren  nbnul  him,  wlici 
booted  at  him,  ami  thought  him,  ni  did  nil 
who  chanced  lobe  pasitisby,  mad  ora  luol, 
to  oHbr  to  change  new  lami>a  Ibr  old  mh'b. 

The  African  mn|;icinn  ncvpr  mindeil  all 
their  Mofb  and  hooting",  or  all  ihey  onild 
iay  to  him,  but  (till  continued  crying.Whn 
will  chanse  old  Inmpa  Ibr  new  oiwb  /  Hr 
repeated  this  H>olten,  walking  bnckwurdii 
and  tbrwurdB  iibout  the  tirincea  Badroul- 
faoadour^  (nlnce,  (hat  Ihe  princea,  who 
was  then  m  the  hall  witJi  the  Ibiir-nnd- 
twenir  windowii,  hearing  a  man  cryvine- 
Ihinr,  and  not  beiof  able  to  diatinKuish  hiv 
wqnn,  by  rcaMm  of  the  booting  of  the 
.•bildno  and  increaainff  mob  aboot  him, 
s  of  her  -  •  '—    ■ 


The  elare  waa  not  locyr  before  the  re- 
turned, and  mn  into  the  ball,  boKhine  n 
heartily,  that  the  princen  could  not  lunear 
hereelt.  Well,  giglcr.  said  the  princeai, 
will>-ou  tell  oic  what  you  laugh  at?  Ma- 
dam, answered  tlie  slave,  laughing  itill, 
who  can  li>rbear  laughing  to  aee  a  fcol, 
with  a  bai>ket  on  hia  arm,  full  of  fino  new 
Inmps,  aak  to  change  than  IbroJd  oncal 
the  rhiidtcn  and  mob,  crowding  nbout  him 
ro  that  he  ciin  hardly  itir.  make  all  the 
noi»«  they  can  by  deriding  hl^. 

Anulhcr  woman  Riave  nearing  thit,  MJd, 
Now  voii  speak  ol'  lamps,  I  know  not  whe- 
ther ihe  priiiciH  may  have  observed  it,  but 
there  i»  on  old  one  upon  the  oomice,  ajid 
whoever  owim  it  will  not  b«  «>rry  to  find  a 
new  one  in  ii«Kirad.  If  the  prince*  has  a 
mind,  she  may  liave  the  pieaaure  to  try  if 
tills  feoJiaiMMilyaa  to  give  a  new  lamp  for 
an  old  one,  without  taking  any  thing  Ibc 
ihe  exchange. 

The  lamp  thia  flave  ip^e  of  was  Ala^- 
din'ii  woodertiil  lamp,  which  he,  tor  fear  of 
loaing  i[,  had  laid  upon  the  cornice  before 
he  went  huniingi  which  precaution  he 
made  use  of  Bcveral  times  helbrc,  bat  nei- 
ther the  priiicen,  the  slavey  nor  the 
euiiuclia,  had  ever  taken  notice  of  it  At 
all  other  limcx  hut  liutiliiw  he  canried  it 
about  him.and  then.  iiideeJI  he  might  hava 
locked  it  up ;  hut  ucht'r  people  have  been 
guilty  of  a»  gr>>;it  iivt'reightB,  and  will  be 
m  In  the  ciul  of  time. 

Tlie  prinrtMi  Iliidroulboudnor,  who  knew 
not  the  value  of  ilii><  lamp,  and  Ihe  interw 
that  Atiidditi.  nol  tu  nieiLtnn  herwlT,  had  to 
ki-rp  it  Nile  Ihmi  every  body  else,  entered 
intnllH^  lilnMinlry.andbidaneiuntch  laka 
it,  uihI  gn  und  nMke  the  exchange.  The 
euniieh  olieyeil,  went  out  of  the  nnll,  and 
no  scHiner  ffot  to  Ihe  palace  galea,  bat  ba 
*nw  Ihe  Al'rinui  magician,  called  to  hin^ 
end  showing  him  iheold  lafflp,aaid  U  bin. 
Uii-«  mea  new  lamp  for  this. 

The  ma«iciaD  never  doubled  but  Om 
wMihalamphawaiiMd.  ThirtcnM  be 
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110  other  such  iii  this  palace,  where  all  was 
gold  or  silver.  He  snatched  it  caji^erly  put 
of  the  eunuch's  hand,  iiml,  thrusting  it  as 
for  as  he  could  into  his  bn^ist,  ollhrcd  liini 
Ids  bosket,  and  bid  him  choose  which  he 
liked  best.  The  eunuch  picked  out  ont>, 
and  carried  it  to  the  princeiM  Iiadix)ulbou- 
dour;  but  tlie  excliangc  was  no  sooner 
made,  tlian  the  palace  run^  with  tlie  shouts 
of  the  children,  deriding  tlie  magician's 
follv. 

The  African  magician  gave  every  body 
leave  to  laugh  aa  much  as  they  pleased ; 
he  stayed  not  long  about  AI|Lddin's  i>alacG, 
but  made  tlie  best  of  his  way,  without  cry- 
irig  anv  longer,  New  laniiw  lor  old  ones. 
1&  end  was  answci'cd,  and  by  liLs  silence 
he  got  rid  of  the  child  re n  and  the  mub. 

As  soon  as  he  got  out  of  the  R(|uare  be- 
tween the  two  palaces,  he  skulked  down 
tljentrceU?  whicii  wnrc  tlio  least  li-tM{iuMiti'd ; 
and  having  no  more  occiision  ibr  his  lanijts 
or  basket,  set  all  down  in  the  midst  of  a 
street  where  notKxly  saw  liiin ;  then  scour- 
ing down  another  street  or  two,  Ik;  ^N'alked 
till  he  came  to  one  of  the  citv  gat^^s,  and 
pursuing  his  way  tlirou«(h  the  suburbs, 
wJiich  were  very  lon;^,  lie  bought  some 
provisiond  belbrtr  he  lelt  the  city,  L^ot  inio 
the  fields,  and  turned  intn  a  ixkkI,  which 
led  to  a  lonely  ivmote  place,  when*  he 
stopiietl  for  a  time  to  execute  the  di^si^cn  he 
came  aUmt.  never  caring  lor  his  luu-sc, 
which  he  letl  at  the  khan,  but  thinking 
himself  perli^lly  compensated  by  the  trea- 
sure he  had  accpiired. 

In  this  )>Lice  the  Atrican  ma*rician  pass- 
ed the  remainder ot* the  d:LV,  till  the  darki^t 
time  of  night,  when  he  pullcl  tiie  latupout 
of  his  hreitst,  and  rubbed  it.  At  that  siim- 
mons  the  ^enie  appem-ed,  and  said.  What, 
wouldst  tfiou  have?  I  am  ii'aily  to  oIk-v 
thee  as  tliy  slave,  an<l  the  slave  of  ail  thoee 
who  have  that  lamp  in  liieir  liands;  kith  I 
and  the  other  slaves  of  ilic  lamp.  I  com- 
mand thee,  replied  the  magician,  to  tnuis- 
port  me  innnediatdy,  and  the  luilace  which 
thou  and  the  other  slaves  of  the  lamp  have 
built  in  this  town,  such  as  it  is,  and  with  all 
the  iicople  in  it,  to  such  a  place  in  Ati-ica. 
The  genie  made  no  reply,  but,  with  the 
tifisistance  of  thetithor  ^enies.  the  slav<»sof 
the  lamp,  traiisiioi-ted  him  and  the  pal:ice 
entire  iminodiatelv  to  the  ])la(;e  h<;  apinnnt- 
ed  in  Alrica ;  wliere  we  will  leave  the 
ma'^ician,  palace,  and  the  princess  Had- 
rouutoudour,  to  si>eak  of  tlie  suri)risc  of  the 
eultiin. 

As  soon  as  the  sultan  rose  tlie  next  morn- 
ing, nccordin*;  to  custom,  he  went  into  his 
clam;t  to  have  ttur  pleasure  of  contempla- 
ting and  adniirinir  Aladdiirs  ])alace;  but 
when  he  first  Km  iked  that  way.  anti,  instead 
of  a  nalace,  saw  an  empty  ^pace  such  as  it 
was  oelbre  the  iialace  was  built,  he  thought 
he  was  mistaken,  and  rubbed  his  eyes:  he 
looked  tigain.  and  saw  nothing  more  the 
ieeond  ume  than  the  first,  though  the  wea- 


ther was  fine,  the  sky  clear,  and  the  day- 
break beginning  to  appear,  had  made  all 
objects  very  distinct.  He  looked  through 
the  two  o])cning8  on  the  right  luid  kfl,  and 
siiw  nothing  more  than  he  had  Ibrmerljr 
been  used  Ut  see  out  of  them.  His  amaze- 
ment wiis  so  gre-at,  that  he  stood  for  some 
time  turning  his  eyes  to  the  spot  where  the 
INilace  had  sUxkI,  but  where  it  was  no  longer 
to  be  ernen.  He  could  not  comprehend  now 
so  large  a  palace  as  Aladdin's,  which  he 
saw  ]>lainly  every  day,  and  but  the  day  be- 
fore, slioulil  vanish  so  soon,  and  not  leave 
the  least  remains  behind.  Certainty,  said 
he  to  himself,  I  am  not  mistaken ;  it  stood 
iUvm:  if  it  hail  tumbled  dmvn*  the  mate- 
rials would  liave  lain  in  heaiis ;  and  if  it 
had  be<Mi  svi'allowed  up  by  an  eartiiqiiaker 
thei-e  would  Ik*  some  marlc  letl.  Whatever 
was  Che  cai^:,  thou?li  he  was  convinced 
that  no  i|alace  stiMxI  there,  he  could  not 
htilp  sU tying  there  mine  time,  1o  see  whe- 
ther he  miglit  not  be  mistaken.  At  last  he 
rctiri*d  to  his  apartment,  not  without  look- 
ing birliind  him  betbn?  he  quittcil  the  simiL 
and  ordered  the  grand  vizier  to  be  fetched 
in  all  haste;  ana,  in  tlie  mean  time,  mt 
down,  his  mind  agitated  by  so  many  diA 
ferent  tlioughts,  that  he  knew  not  what  l» 
ri5solvc  on. 

The  irrtuid  vizier  did  not  maketberai- 
tau  wait  long  tiir  him,  bat  rainc  with  m 
much  precipitation,  tliat  neither  tie  nor  ha 
atteifdants,  ixn  tliey  pa^ved  by,  miived  Alad- 
din's palace  ;  neither  did  the  fiorters.  wheo 
they  o{H.'ned  the  palace  gati^s,  obsen'e  any 
alteration. 

When  he  came  into  the  saltan's  pre- 
sence, la;  said  to  him.  Sir,  the  fuiste  in 
wliich  your  majesty  sciiit  tor  nie  moKes  me 
lK.'iieve  simiething  very  extniordinary  has 
hapiiened.  since  vihi  know  this  is  courMril- 
day,  and  I  shall  not  tiiil  attend iiigvoa there 
very  H)on.  Inde(\l.  said  the  sulMn,  it  ■ 
somethiiiir  very  extniordinary.  :is  younj, 
and  yon  will  allow  it  to  be  so':  tell  me  whit 
h:is  lK*come  of  Aladdin's  palace.  Aladdin^ 
palace  1  replied  the  grand  vizier,  in  met 
amazement;  i  thought,  as  I  |»iii«od  by  it 
it  t-UHh]  in  its  usual  place:  such  srJMtantia] 
buildings  are  not  so  c:isilv  removed.  Go 
into  my  closet,  said  tlie  suhan.  and  tell  me 
if  von  can  we  ii. 

'I'lie  grand  vizier  wont  into  the  ckvrC, 
wheix'  he  wha  struck  with  no  les»  amaze- 
ment than  the  sultan  ha<l  l»een.  When  be 
was  well  assured  that  th<>re  was  nee  the 
least  aptx^anuiceof  this|)alaco,  hcrrtumrd 
to  the  sultan.  Well,  said  the  sultan,  haw 
you  fvcu  Aladdin's  palace  7  Sir,  answered 
the  vizier,  your  majesty  may  rcmenibff 
that  I  had  the  honour  to  tell  you.  tJiatthit 
I>alace,  which  was  the  subject  of  vour  ad- 
mi  nition,  with  all  its  immense  riches,  Mm 
only  the  work  of  magic  and  a  niagirini; 
but  your  majesty  would  not  pay  the 
attention  to  what  I  saui. 

The  sultan,  who  oould  not  dmy 
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the  rnnd  vizier  had  repmeiMe^  to  him 
fcw  into  the  frrenter  pftwion.  Wliere  i> 
that  impostor,  thai  wiclieii  wretch,  mid  h-'. 
that  I  may  have  hia  head  cut  off  immeil!- 
Ctelr?  sir,  replie<l  the  gratid  viiior.  it  i.^ 
nnie  davi  aiiice  he  came  to  take  hia  leavi' 
of  your  majcHty )  lie  ouglit  to  be  sent  to,  lo 
Imow  what  is  become  ol'  liia  palace,  siiu^' 
he  cannot  be  ignorant  of  what  ha»  bem 
tranacteil.  Tliat  b  too  great  an  tndul- 
gence,  replied  the  eultan ;  K"  and  order  u 
detachment  of  thirty  hone,  to  bring  him 
lo  me  kndcd  with  chaina.  The  graul 
visier  went  and  gaveorden  foradetach- 
meiU  of  Ihinr  bwae,  and  instructed  llii^ 
officer  who  commanded  then),  how  th^v 
were  to  act,  that  Aladdin  miffht  not  cKsiie 
them.  The  detachment  ^raoed  their  or- 
der* ;  and,  about  firo  or  nx  leafuea  Troni 
the  town,  methim  returning  fmn  hunting. 
The  officer  went  up  lo  him,  and  told  him 
that  the  BullJin  was  n  impatient  to  He  hhii , 
that  he  had  sent  tbem  to  accompanj  him 

Aladdin  had  not  the  least  suroicion  <>! 
the  true  reason  ot'  their  meeting  him,  bur 
puiGiied  hii  way  hunting;  but  when  lii' 
came  within  hafr  a  leaaueot' the  city,  tin- 
dstarhnieiit  Burroundeu  him,  and  the  offi- 
cer addreuseil  himself  to  him,  and  lail. 
PrinM  Aliiddin,  it  Is  with  great  regret  tlL:i 
1  declare  lo  you  ihc  aultai^a  order  tnarr«-i 
you,  and  lo  carry  you  belbre  him  as  a  ci  i- 
minal.  Ibegoryou  not  lo  talie  it  ill  th.ii 
we  acquit  ouraelves  of  our  duty,  and  tofbr- 

Aladdin,  who  felt  himself  innocent,  wii-< 
very  much  siir)>riseilHt  this  declaration,  aiiJ 
Mkcd  the  officer  if  he  knew  what  crime  in- 
was  accused  of  who  replied  he  did  lii'. 
Then  AInditiii,  tinrting  that  hia  retinue  w:i . 
much  inferior  to  thie  detachment,  alighli.i 
ofThis  hon«,  mid  said  to  the  ofiicer,  EX'- 
cute  yourunlei-s;  lam  not  coiiicioijg  th.' 
I  have  cnnimilml  any  crime  against  tl^'' 
■ultnn'M  |>crvnii  or  government.  A  larL''' 
Ion"  chain  was  iiiinicdiutt'lj'  put  about  r.i . 
neck,  :uid  liibtciied  round  tun  body,  «o  th.i: 
both  tiiH  iirnis  were  plnnned  down ;  thin 
the  ofBcer  put  himsclr  ut  the  head  of  tl  ,< 
detnchniOMi,  atMl  one  of  tlie  troopers  tak- 
ing liold  ol'  the  end  of  ihc  chain,  and  x"-'- 
e<^>din?  alter  die  oBirerJed  Aladdin,  wIm 
waa  obliged  to  liilluw  hull  mi  foot,  into  tin; 
town. 

When  this  detnchmeiit  entered  the  sii- ; 
burhf,  tlie  peoplr,  who  mw  Aladdin  thxia 
lei  as  a  nnie  f  riminnl,  never  doubted  but 
ihiichiitheiiil  wan  In  be  cutotT;  and  as  1 1' 
wan  (tenerally  U'l'veil,  wime  took  «abr 
anil  other  aniiH;  and  thi*^  who  had  doA' 
gatlicred  Htuti(«i,  and  tblkiwed  ihe  deiaci - 
muiit.     The   liUiC   live  of  Ihe  detachme;  ' 
laced  about  lu  disperse  them;  but  ttxi 
DUmben  prFEcnlly  iiirmiM'd  w>  much,  thi :! 
the  detaclimcnt   beiran    to  think  that  ■.:■ 
would  be  wdl  if  ttii-y  rould  get  into  tl 
suUsD'a  nalanc  ttxibre  Aladdin  was  roKi 
'  KM 


cov«  the  gnMnd  by  eztending 
inc.    In  this  manner  tner  arrivM  at 
the  palace  square,  and  there  drew  up  In  ■ 


....:,  and  faced  about  till  their  oH)cepaL__ 
the  trooper  that  led  Aladdin  had  got  withitt 
the  gates,  which  were  immediately  shttt 

Aladdin  wa*  carried  befcm  thetuttaa 
who  wailed  iiir  him,  attended  by  thegruM 
vizier,  b  a  balcony;  and  aa  soon  as  tienw 
him,  he  ordered  w:  executioner,  who  waii- 
od  there  on  pu'pose,  to  cut  off  his  head 
without  hearing  him,  or  giving  turn  leave  U 
clear  himself 

Assc 


IS  the 


irerjmt- 

iiak  he  had  executed,  he  made  Aladdin 
kneel  down,  and  tied  a  bandage  over  hi* 
eyes.  Then  diawiiw  hia  Mbre,lM  took  hii 
measures  to  strike  tfte  bk>w,  by  IkraririiiM 
""  ■  n  the  air,  waiting  lor  the  atf 
~  '~~~' toKparate  hiihead 


tan's  giving  the  si| 

t  instant  the  grand  vi«i 
the  populace  nad  fbnei 
. .  and  crowded  the  great  square  bt 
lore  the  palace,  and  were  scaling  the  walb 


from  his  body. 

At  that  instant  the  grand  vitier  peteeir^ 
inr  that  the  populace  nad  fbreed  the  guard 
of  horse,  and  crowded  the  great  sq        ' " 


1  aeverai  places,  and  beginiung  to  jmll 
them  down  to  foree  their  way  in,  he  said  to 
the  sultan,  before  he  gave  the  sigrvJi  I  bc( 
of  jour  majesty  lo  conskler  what  yoo  are 
going  to  do,  ance  j-ou  will  haaard  your  iw 
lace  being  (breed ;  and  who  hnowa  what 
fatal  con«nuenee  may  alteitd  it  t  My  pa- 
lace forced  I  replied  the  tultan;  whocan 
have  that  boldnewl  Sir,  arinrered  tba 
grand  vizier,  if  your  majeaty  but  east  four 
eyes  towards  the  great  square,  end  oti  ths 
palace  walla,  you  will  liiww  the  Irath  of 

The  sultan  was  so  frightened  when  be 
aaw  so  creat  S  crowd,  and  pereeiving  bow 
enraged  they  were,  il»t  he  ordered  the  ex- 
ecuboner  to  rut  his  tabre  iiiiuediately  in 
the  scabbard,  and  to  unbind  Aladdin ;  and 
at  the  tamo  time,  bid  the  chiaoux  declan 
to  the  people  that  the  tultan  had  pi 
him,  aiid  that  they  mkht  retire. 

Then  all  those  who  ted  dread/ 1 
the  walls,  and  n 


already  got  npoii 
«M?Wk)atlnd 


,  ..'hichw„ 

presently  conHrmcd  by  the  chiaoux  from 
ihe  top  of  tlie  terraeee.  Tlie  justice  whidi 
the  nultan  had  done  lo  Aladdin  toon di«Ttn> 

<  ed  the  populace  of  their  lage ;  Ihe  tomnlt 

'  ahnted,  and  the  mob  dispeiaed. 

When  Aladdin  Ibund  himself  at  liberty, 

'  he  turned  towards  the  balcony,  and  petceiv- 

'  ing  the  sultan,  laised  bit  vnice,  and  said  W 
him  in  a  moving  manner,  I  begot' your  ma- 
iesiy  to  add  one  ftvour  more  to  that  vhieti 

1 1  liave  Klt««idrnMi«td,wfakhJa.ukta» 
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■know  my  crime.  Yoiir  crime !  answered 
tliepuluin:  perfidious  wretch!  do  you  not 
jciiow  it  1  Come  up  hither,  and  I  will  sliow 

ll  >X)U. 

AiaiUL'n  went  up,  and  preftentin^  him^li* 
to  the  sultan,  the  latter  goin^  before  him 
vrithout  looking  at  him,  paid,  Follow  me ; 
and  then  led  him  into  his  cloe)et.  When  he 
came  to  the  door,  lie  said,  Go  in :  you  ought 
to  know  whereabouts  your  palace  stood  ; 
look  around,  and  tell  me  what  is  become 
of  it. 

Aladdin  looked  round,  but  saw  nothing. 
He  |)erreived  very  well  the  spot  of  ground 
his  paltice  had  stood  on  ;  but  not  being  able 
to  divine  how  it  sliould  disuppe^ir,  this  ex- 
traordinary and  sunx'it'in;;  event  threw 
him  into  so  great  conlusion  and  amaze- 
ment, that  bo  could  not  return  one  word  of 
answer. 

The  sultan  growing  impatient,  paid  to 
himagaini  Where  is  your  i)alac«,  and  what 
itf  become  of  my  daughter  ?  T  hen  Aladdin 
breaking  siieiMse,  said  to  him,  Sir,  I  see  very 
well,  and  own  tliat  the  palace  wliich  I  have 
built  is  not  in  the  same  place  it  was,  but  is 
vanidhed ;  neither  can  I  tell  your  maiesty 
where  it  may  be,  but  can  assure  you  I  nave 
DO  hand  in  it. 

I  am  not  so  much  concerned  about  your 
palace,  replied  the  sultan;  I  value  my 
daughter  ten  thousand  times  before  it,  and 
wonid  have  you  find  her  out,  otherwise  I 
will  cause  yoxir  head  to  be  struck  off,  and 
DO  consideration  shall  prevent  it. 

I  beg  of  your  majesty,  answered  Aladdin, 
to  grant  me  ibrty  days  to  make  my  inqui- 
ries; and  if  in  that  time  I  have  not  the  suc- 
cess I  wish  for,  I  will  come  again,  and  otier 
my  head  at  the  foot  of  your  throne,  to  be 
disposed  of  at  your  pletisiure.  I  give  you 
the  ibrty  days  you  ask  tor,  siiid  the  sultan ; 
but  think  not  to  abuse  the  tiivour  I  sliow 
vou,  by  imagining  you  shall  eecape  my 
resentment ;  Tor  I  will  tlnd  you  out  in  what- 
soever part  of  the  world  you  are. 

Alaildin  went  out  of  the  sultan's  presence 
with  great  humiliation,  and  in  a  condition 
worthy  of  pity.  He  crossed  the  courts  ot* 
tlic  palace,  hanging  down  his  head,  and  in 
so  great  confusion  tliat  he  durst  not  lill  ui> 
his  eves,  T  he  principal  olficcns  ol*  t  he  court , 
who  nadall  prot'essed  thenu«el  ves  his  triends, 
and  whom  he  had  never  disoblii^cd,  int^tead 
of  going  up  to  him  tocomibrt  him,  and  ofier 
him  a  rctr(!jit  in  their  houi^es,  turned  their 
backs  on  him,  as  much  to  avoid  seeing  liim, 
as  lest  he  should  know  them.  But  had  they 
accosted  liiin  with  a  word  of  conilbrt,  or 
ofier  of  service,  they  would  have  no  more 
known  Aladdin.  He  did  not  know  himself. 
and  was  no  longer  in  liin  ifenset«,  as  plainly 
ap|)earcd  by  asking  every  body  he  met.  anil 
at  every  hou^,  it*  they  iiad  seen  his  palace, 
or  could  tell  hini  any  news  of  it. 

These  questions  rmule  every  btody  believe 
that  Alacidin  was  mad.  Some  laughed  at 
hka,  but  people  of  sense  and  humanitv 


particularly  those  who  had  had  any  oon 
nexion  of  business  or  Iriendslup  with'  hiia 
re^illy  pitied  him.  For  three  Jays  he  ram* 
bled  about  the  city  utter  this  manner,  with- 
out coming  to  any  n-soiution,  or  eating  any 
tiling  but  what  some  gixxl  people  lorced 
him  to  take  out  of  charity. 

At  last^  us  he  could  no  longer,  in  his  un- 
happy condition,  i^tay  in  a  city  where  lie 
had  lormerly  made  so  fine  a  figure,  he  quit- 
ted it,  and  took  the  i-oad  to  the  country  ; 
and  ailer  he  had  tmverkicd  several  fields  in 
a  ti'ighttul  uiicei'tuiiity,  at  the  approach  ol* 
night  he  cunie  to  a  river  side.  1  here,  pos- 
bcxsed  by  his  dcsiuiir,  he  said  to  liimeelf, 
W^here  shall  I  t^ek  my  pajace  7  In  what 
nrovince,  country,  or  piirt  ot'the  world,  shall 
1  find  that  and  my  dear  princess  wliom  tJie 
sultan  expects  Irom  me  ?  I  sliall  never  suc- 
ceed ;  I  had  better  lriK3  myself  at  once  trom 
so  much  fruitless  fatigue  and  such  bitter 
grk^f  wliich  preys  uixiii  me.  He  was  just 
going  to  throw  himsell*  into  tlie  river,  but 
as  a  good  Mustiulman,  true  to  liis  religioD, 
ho  tliought  he  could  not  do  it  without  fini 
saying  his  prayers.  Going  to  pre^jare  him- 
sell',  he  went  hrst  to  tlie  river  side  to  wash 
his  hands  and  lace,  according  to  custom. 
But  that  place  being  steep  and  sUppery,  by 
reason  of  the  water  beating  against  li,  he 
slid  down  and  liad  certainly  iiulen  into  the 
river,  but  lor  a  little  rock  which  prcsected 
about  two  feet  out  of  the  eurtli.  Happilv 
also  lor  him,  he  still  hail  on  the  ring  whicn 
tlie  African  magician  put  on  his  finger  be- 
Ibre  he  went  duwn  hito  the  subterroneoui 
abode  to  letch  the  precious  lamp,  which 
had  not  l>een  taken  Irom  him.  In  blippiDj; 
down  the  bank  he  rubbed  the  ring  so  hard 
by  holding  on  the  rock,  that  immediately 
the  same  genie  api>eared  whom  he  fiiW  in 
the  cave  where  the  magician  lell  iiim. 
What  wouldst  thou  have  ?  Kiid  the  ^euie. 
I  am  ready  to  obey  tliee  a»  thy  slave,  and 
the  Eslave  uf  all  th(.»rte  that  have  tliat  nng 
on  their  finger ;  both  I  and  ilie  utiierslavei 
of  the  rini^. 

Aladdin,  a^''rcc;d>Iy  .^urpri^ied  at  an  appa- 
ritidn  he  so  little  expected  in  the  ile^i^air  he 
was  in,  replieil,  fc>uve  my  liie.  genie,  a  se- 
cond time,  either  by  s>lu>wiiig  me  tile  pises 
where  the  i)alace  1  have  euiLbeU  to  U*  buut 
now  btaiids,  or  immediutely  traitn{Hjr:  H 
back  where  it  lii*!St  siiiui.  What  you  com- 
mand iik*,  aii^^weivd  the  srenie,  i^  iK>t  iamj 
jxiwer;  I  am  only  the  slave  of  the  riii^: 
you  must  address  yourM.'lf  lu  tlie  biave  <d 
the  lamp.  If  it  be  txt,  replie^l  Alaijiim.  1 
command  thee  bv  the  power  of  tiie  rin^io 
transpoit  me  to  the  place  where  my  (<iiscr 
standi,  in  what  i>art  of  the  world  Aievrr  it 
is,  and^'t  me  down  under  the  princess  iUu^ 
ruulbouilour's  window.  These  words  vcie 
no  b(Kjner  out  of  his  mouth,  but  the  ^lue 
transported  him  into  Atrica,  to  tlie  ntatttol' 
a  large  me^uiow,  where  his  palace  siiXhi,  a 
smnll  distance  from  a  greiit  city,  and  Hti 
him  exactly  under  the  wmdowaoii'the  pnn- 
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apartments,  and  then  left  him.  Ail 
Uiis  WOR  done  nlmo^^t  in  an  infltanf. 

Aladdin,  nati^ths3tan«linfi^thf^  darkneflRof 
theni^U.  knew  liinivLJaco  ami  the  prinrcs.^ 
BadruulboudmirV  aiuirtmcnt  a<rain  very 
well ;  but  as  the  nifrht  was  tlir  iidviinred. 
and  all  was  quiet  in  the  iKilure.  he  retiml 
to  tome  distance,  and  sat  down  at  the  loot 
ofa  large  tree.  There,  lull  of  hopes,  am)  re- 
flectiiur  on  hin  hapnineK*,  for  which  he  w«^h 
indebted  to  pure  cliance.  he  found  himdolf 
in  a  much  more  peaceable  situation  than 
when  he  was  arrt*8ted  and  carried  before 
the  eultan,  and  delivered  from  the  dan<;er 
o4*  losing  his  life.  He  amused  hiniH(>ir80ine 
time  with  th(»e  a^n^eable  thousrht^ ;  but 
not  having  sleirt  for  five  or  mix  davs,  he  wan 
not  able  to  reifi!«t  the  dro\vHinei>i»)  w)iic)i  came 
upon  him,  but  fell  tiifftiixNrep  where  he  was. 

The  n('Xt  moniiiur,  ai*  siynn  as  day  ap- 
peared, Aladdin  wits  af?reeably  n  wakened 
not  only  hv  the  sini^ing  of*  the  birdt<  which 
had  roosted  in  tin*  tree  under  which  he  had 
pasfiodthe  ni^ht,  but  all  tha>e  which  fierch* 
ed  in  the  thick  groves  of  the  palace  garden. 
When  he  cant  his  ryefl  on  that  wo'iderlul 
e<lifir^,  ho  felt  an  inexpre^iible  joy  to  think 
he  tihould  soon  be  ni|u<ter  ot'  it  aWain.  and 
once  more  |x>tf4!i«  his  dear  prince;^  ])ad- 
roulbou(k>ur.  Pleased  with  these  honoM,  he 
immediately  got  up,  went  towards  the 
princeKs'H  iipartment.  and  walked  some 
time  under  her  window,  in  exixHuation  of 
her  rising,  that  he  miglit  eoe  her.  During 
this  expectation,  he  iM'gan  to  consider  with 
himself  from  whence  uie  ciiuse  of  his  mis- 
ibrtunes  proceeded ;  and  atler  mature  re- 
flection, he  no  longer  donbte<l  tliat  it  was 
owing  to  his  having  put  hii<  lamp  out  of  his 
sight  He  accused  himself  of  negligence, 
and  the  little  care  he  took  ol*  it,  to  let  it  be 
a  moment  away  from  him.  But  what  puz- 
sled  him  most  wap,  he  could  not  imagine 
who  had  been  tjo  jealous  of  his  happiness. 
He  would  soon  have  gurwted  this,  it  he  had 
known  that  iMvth  he  and  his  palace  were  in 
Africa,  the  very  name  of  which  would 
■oon  have  made  him  rememhctr  the  magi- 
cian, hiH  (U^clariHl  em* my  :  but  the  genie, 
the  slave  of  the  rins*.  had  not  mane  the 
least  mention  of  the  name  of  the  place,  nor 
hail  Aladdin  asked  him. 

The  princesv  Badroulboudour  rose  earlier 
that  morning  than  nhe  had  done  since  her 
tranpiK)rtatk>n  into  Africa  h>'  ttie  magician, 
whoHO  pn^cnce  she  wiw  force<l  to  support 
one*  a  day,  becau^  he  was  msiRter  ot'  the 

{)alar(> ;  but  she  had  always  treated  him  so 
lamhly,  tliat  ho  dared  not  reside  in  it  As 
she  was  drestiing,  one  of  the  women  look- 
ing through  the  window,  perceived  Alad- 
din, and  pre^mtly  ran  and  told  her  mistrew. 
The  princess,  who  could  not  believe  the 
news,  went  that  moment  henielftothe  win- 
dow, and  seeing  Aladdin,  immediately 
opened  ^U  The  noise  the  princess  made  in 
opening  the  window  made  Aladdin  turn 
hw  head  that  way,  who,  knowing  the  prin- 


ceas,  Hiluted  her  with  an  air  that 
his  joy.  To  lose  no  time,  said  she  to  hiuL 
1  hax'esent  to  have  the  private  dooropeneo 
lor  >'nu  :  enter,  and  then  come  up;  the  then 
shut  the  window. 

The  private  door,  which  was  jtnt  under 
the  priiMU'SH's  a|>artmcnt,  was  soon  opened, 
and  Aladdin  was  conductetl  up  into  the 
princess's  cliamber.  It  is  impossible  to  ex- 
press the  joy  of  those  k>vers  at  seeing  eaoh 
other,  after  a  se|»aratk)n  which  they  both 
thought  was  for  ever.  They  embmoed 
several  times,  and  showed  all  the  marks  of 
a  sincere  love  and  tenderness,  ailer  an 
event  80  unforeseen  and  melancMy.  After 
these  embrarings,  and  shedding  tears  of 
joy,  they  sat  down,  and  Aladdin  nssaminf 
the  di{Mroun»e,  said,  I  beg  of  you,  prineesi^ 
in  God^d  name,  before  we  talk  of  any  thinr 
else,  to  tell  me,  both  for  your  own  sake,  and 
the  sultan  your  father's,  and  mine,  what  ii 
bei'^meof  an  old  lamp  whk;h  I  left  upon  the 
cornice  in  the  hall  dl'  the  tburvand-twenl^ 
windows,  before  I  went  to  hunting  ? 

AItu) !  dear  husband,  answer^  the  prin* 
cem,  I  am  afraid  our  misfortune  is  owing  to 
that  lamp :  and  what  grieves  me  most  is, 
that  I  have  been  the  cause  of  it.  PrinceHL 
repliiHl  Aladdin,  do  not  blame  younel^ 
since  it  was  entirely  my  fault,  and  I  ought 
to  have  taken  more  care  of  it  But  let  xm 
now  think  only  of  repairing  the  loss;  fell 
me  what  lum  happened,  and  into  whose 
hands  it  has  fallen. 

Then  the  prinre:«  Badroulboudour  rave 
Aladdin  an  account  how  she  changed  t^ 
old  lamp  for  a  new  one,  which  she  orderell 
to  be  tetched,  that  he  might  see  it,  and  how 
the  next  momitig  she  fiiimd  herself  in  the 
unknown  country  the^  were  then  in,  which 
she  ^vas  told  was  Africa  by  the  traitor  who 
had  transported  her  thither  by  his  magic  art 

Princess,  said  Aladdin,  interruptin|;  her, 
you  have  informed  me  who  the  traitor  in, 
by  telling  me  we  are  in  Africa.  He  is  the 
most  penidk>us  of  all  men ;  but  this  is  nei* 
ther  a  time  nor  place  to  give  you  a  ftiU 
accotmt  of  his  villanies.  I  desire  too  only 
to  tell  me  what  he  has  done  with  the  hnn^ 
and  where  he  has  put  it  He  carnes  it 
ciuiefully  wnipt  up  in  his  bosom,  said  the 
princen ;  and  this  I  can  assure  yoit  be- 
cause he  pulled  it  out  before  me,  and  shnw* 
ed  it  to  me  in  triumph. 

Princess,  said  Aladdin,  do  not  be  dis- 
pleased that  I  trouble  you  with  so  many 
questmns,  since  they  are  equally  important 
both  to  yon  and  me.  But  to  eome  to  what 
most  partksularly  concerns  me.  Tell  roe,  I 
conjure  you,  how  so  i^icked  and  perfidioos 
a  man  treats  you.  Since  I  have  been  here^ 
replied  the  princess,  he  comes  once  every 
day  to  see  me;  and  I  am  persuaded  the 
little  satisfactkm  he  receives  troni  his  visits 
makes  him  come  no  oftener.  All  his  di^ 
couree  tends  to  perauade  me  to  break  that 
fkith  I  have  pledged  to  you,  and  to  take 
him  for  a  himin;  giving  nn  lo  iindH^ 


ARABIAlf  NIGHTS'  BNTERTAINMENTtS. 


tand,  loaf  ht  nol  to  entertain  any  hopes  of 
ever  meiog  foa  again,  ibr  that  you  were 
dead*  and  nad  had  your  head  ttruck  off  by 
the  Boltan  my  fioher't  order.  He  ailded, 
to  justify  hinmelf,  that  you  were  an  ungrate- 
m  wretch;  that  your  good  ibrtune  was 
owing  to  him,  and  a  great  many  other 
things  of  that  nature,  which  I  foroear  to 
repeat:  but  as  he  received  no  answer  from 
me  but  grievous  complainti  and  tearB^  he 
wvis  always  forced  to  retire  with  as  httle 
intiifiiction  as  he  came.  I  doubt  not  his 
intention  is  to  allow  me  time  to  vanquish 
my  grief,  in  ho|Ws  ailerwards  that  I  may 
change  my  sentiment! ;  and  if  I  persevere 
in  an  obstinate  refusal,  to  use  violence. 
But  my  dear  husband's  presence  removes 
alimydisquieti. 

I  am  confident  it  is  not  in  vain,  replied 
Aladdin,  since  my  princess's  iears  are  re- 
Boved,  and  I  thinic  I  have  found  the  means 
Id  deliver  you  from  both  your  enemy  and 
mine:  to  execute  this  design,  it  is  necessary 
for  me  to  go  to  the  town.  I  shall  return  by 
Roon,  and  then  will  communicate  my  de- 
■gn  to  you,  and  tell  you  what  must  be  done 
by  you  to  ensure  succeas.  But  that  you 
may  not  be  surprised,  I  think  it  proper  to 
acquaint  you  that  I  shall  change  mv  ap- 
parel, and  begof  you  to  give  orders  that  I 
BHiy  not  wait  long  at  the  private  door,  but 
that  it  may  be  opened  at  the  first  knock : 
all  vHhich  the  pnncesi  pronused  to  observe. 

When  Aladdin  was  cot  out  of  the  palace 
by  that  door,  he  looked  round  about  him 
on  ail  sides,  and  perceiving  a  peasant  go- 
ing into  the  countir,  he  hastened  after  him ; 
ami  when  he  had  overtaken  him,  made  a 
pnqnsal  to  him  to  change  ckithes,  which 
the  man  agreed  to:  they  went  behind  a 
hedge,  and  there  made  the  exchange.  The 
eounbyman  went  about  his  business,  and 
Aladdm  to  the  city.  After  traversing 
several  streets,  he  came  to  that  part  of  the 
town  where  all  sorti  of*  merchants  and 
artisans  had  their  particular  streets  accord- 
ing to  their  trades.  He  went  into  that  of 
the  druggists ;  and  ffoing  into  one  of  the 
kugest  and  best  fiimished  shops,  asked  the 
druggist  if  he  had  a  certain  powder  which 
he  named. 

The  druggist  looking  upon  Aladdin  by 
his  habit  to  be  very  poor,  and  that  he  had 
not  money  enough  to  pay  for  it,  told  him 
he  had  it,  but  that  it  was  very  dear ;  upon 
which  Alaildin,  penetrating  into  his 
thoui;hts,  pulled  out  his  purse,  and  show- 
ing htm  some  gold,  asked  ibr  half  a  drachm 
oTthe  powder ;  which  the  druggist  weigh- 
ed, ana  wrapt  up  in  a  piece  of  paper,  and 
gave  him,  telling  him  the  price  was  a 
piece  of  gold.  Aladdin  put  the  money  into 
bis  hand,  and  staying  no  fonger  in  the 
town  but  just  to  get  a  little  refreshment, 
returned  to  the  palace,  where  he  waited 
not  kmg  at  the  private  door.  When  he 
eame  mto  the  princess's  apartment,  he 
said  to  her,  Priaoem,  perhaps  the  aversion 


3^ou  tell  m^  you  have  ibr  your 
may  be  an  objeetkm  to  your  rxfr^iting 
what  I  am  going  to  propose  to  you ;  but 
give  me  leave  to  tell  you,  it  is  proper  that 
you  should  at  this  juncture  djasembie  a 
little,  and  do  violence  to  your  inclinations^ 
if  you  would  deliver  yourself  firom  him. 
and  give  my  lord  the  sultan  your  fiuher 
the  satisfaction  of  peeing  3rou  again. 

If  you  will  take  niy  advice,  coutimied 
he,  areas  yourself  this  moment  in  one  of 
3rour  richest  habitit,  and  when  the  Afiitaa 
magician  comep,  make  no  difiiculty  to  give 
him  the  best  reception ;  receive  him  with 
an  open  countenance,  without  affxtatkn 
or  constraint,  yet  so  an  that,  il*  there  remains 
any  ck)ud  of  affliction,  he  may  imagine 
time  will  dissipate  it.  In  your  conveisa 
tion,  let  him  understand  that  roa  strive  to 
for?et  me;  and  that  he  ma)[  be  the  mne 
fully  convinced  of  your  sincerity,  invite  him 
to  sup  with  3^ou.  and  give  him  to  under- 
stand you  should  be  ^lad  to  taste  some  of 
the  best  wines  of  his  country.     He  will 

Eresently  go  to  fetch  you  some.  During 
is  absence,  put  into  one  of  the  cups  like 
that  you  are  accu8tome«l  to  drink  out  oC 
this  powder,  ami  setting  it  by,  charge  the 
slave  you  design  that  night  to  attend  yoo^ 
upon  a  sij^nal  you  shall  agree  upon  with 
her,  to  bring  that  cup  to  you.  Whoi  the 
magkian  and  you  have  eaten  and  diank 
as  much  as  you  choose,  let  her  bring  you 
the  cup,  and  change  cups  with  him.  He 
will  take  it  as  so  great  a  tiivour  thai  he 
will  not  refuse  you.  and  will  empty  the  cop ; 
but  no  sooner  will  he  have  draiik  it  off  than 
you  will  sec  him  fall  backwards.  If  yaa 
have  any  reluctance  to  drink  out  of  hii 
cup,  3rou  may  pretend  only  to  do  it,  withool 
fear  of  being  discovered ;  ibr  the  eflect  of 
the  powder  is  so  quick,  that  he  will  not 
have  time  enough  to  know  whether  yoa 
drink  or  not. 

When  Aladdin  had  finished,  I  own.  an- 
swered the  princess,  I  shall  do  mywlfa 
great  vblence  in  consenting  to  make  the 
magician  such  advances  asl  see  are  abso- 
lutely necessary  Ibr  me  to  make ;  but  whsl 
cannot  one  resolve  to  do  against  a  cniri 
enemy  1  I  will  therefore  tbllow  }*our  ad- 
vice, since  both  my  rep96e  and  yours  de- 
pend on  it.  After  the  princc96  had  agreed 
to  the  measures  proposed  by  Aladdia  he 
took  his  leave  of  her,  and  went  and  sport 
the  rest  of  the  day  in  the  ncic^hbouriiond  of 
the  palace  till  it  was  night,  wlien  he  might 
safely  return  to  the  pri\'ate  door. 

The  princess  Badroulboudour,  who  v 
not  only  inconsolable  to  be  scpaniteii  fn 
her  dear  husband,  whom  she  loved  Ir 
the  first  moment,  and  still  continued 
k)ve  more  out  of  inclination  than  duty,  bat 
also  from  the  sultan  her  tatiier,  who  had 
alwajTs  showed  a  tender  and  p;.itemal  bra 
for  her,  had,  ever  since  that  cruel  sepaift- 
tk)n,  lived  in  great  neglect  of  her  penok 
She  had  almost,  as  one  may  say,  forgoC 
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Che  neatnen  so  becoming  peraons  ofher  sex 
and  quaJity,  particulurljr  atler  the  first  time 
the  magician  paid  her  a  visit ;  and  she 
understood  by  some  of  the  women,  who 
knew  him  a^in,  that  it  was  he  who  took 
the  old  lamp  in  exchange  ibr  a  new  one, 
which  notorious  cheat  remlered  the  sight 
of  him  more  abhorred.  However,  the  op- 
portunity of  taking  the  revenge  he  deserv- 
ed sooner  than  alie  durst  hope  for,  made 
her  resolve  to  gratify  Aladdin.  A»  soon, 
therefore,  as  he  was  gone,  she  sat  down  at 
her  toilet,  and  was  oreased  by  her  women 
to  the  best  advantage,  in  the  nchcst  lud);t, 
roost  suitable  to  her  design.  Her  girdle  was 
of  the  fineHt  and  largest  dianioiidx  set  in 
gold,  which  she  suited  with  a  necklace  ut* 
pearls,  six  on  a  side,  so  well  pro{)ortioned 
to  thait  in  the  middle,  which  was  the  largest 
and  most  valuable,  that  the  greatest  sul- 
tanesies  and  queens  would  have  bi^n 
proud  to  have  been  adontcd  with  only  two 
of  tbe  smallest.  Her  bracelets,  which  were 
of  diamonds  and  rubies  intermixed,  an- 
swered admirably  to  the  richness  of  the 
girdle  and  necklace. 

When  the  princea*  Badronlboudour  was 
completely  dressed,  she  consulted  her  glast* 
and  women  upon  her  adjustment;  and 
when  she  found  she  wanted  no  charms  to 
flatter  the  foolish  passion  of  the  At'riirnn 
magician,  she  sat  down  on  a  sofa,  cxi)ect- 
maniis  arrival. 

The  magk>ian  came  at  the  usual  hour, 
and  as  soon  as  he  entered  the  great  hall, 
where  the  princt^ss  waited  to  receive  him, 
she  msc  up  in  all  her  hciuty  and  charms, 
and  pointed  with  her  hand  to  the  most  ho- 
nourable place,  waiting  tilt  he  sat  down, 
that  she  misrht  Bit  at  the  siime  time,  which 
was  a  piece  ol*  civility  slie  had  never 
■linwn  him  iK'fore. 

The  African  magician,  dazzled  more 
with  the  lustre  of  the  princi^w's  eyes  than 
the  glittering  of  the  jewels  with  which 
she  wasmlomed,  was  very  much  surprised. 
The  majestic  and  graceful  air  with  which 
•he  receive*!  him,  so  opposite  to  her  Ibrmer 
behaviour,  quite  confounded  him. 

When  he  was  sat  down,  the  jirinccR",  to 
free  him  irom  his  embarniR^mrnt,  broke 
silence  firct,  looking  at  him  all  the  time  in  a 
manner  sufficient  to  make  him  b(*lieve  that 
he  wa<«  IKK  soodion^  to  her  as  she  had  sriven 
him  to  understand  betbre,  said  to  him,  You 
are  doubtlt^ss  amazed  to  find  me  so  nnich 
alteretl  to-day  from  what  I  us<'«l  to  be ;  but 
jour  surprise  will  not  b<*-  so  great  when  I 
acjpiaint  you  that  I  am  natur.illy  of  a  dis- 
position so  opposite  to  melancholy  and  ^rivt] 
sorrow  nnd  uneasinew,  that  I  always  strive 
to  put  them  as  far  away  as  (Missible  wlien  I 
And  tfie  subject  of  them  is  yvfuii.  1  have  re- 
flecteil  on  what  you  told  inc  of  Aladdin's 
Ihte,  and  know  the  sultan  my  father's  tem- 
per so  well  that  I  am  permiailed,  with  mi, 
that  Aladdin  could  not  escape  the  terrible 
dfecti*  of  his  rage ;  therefore,  should  I  con- ' 
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tinue  to  lament  him  all  my  life— my  team 
cannot  recall  him.  For  this  reason,  afler  1 
have  paid  all  the  duties  ray  love  requires  ol' 
me  to  his  memory,  now  he  is  in  the  grave, 
I  tliink  I  ought  to  endeavour  to  comfort 
m>'8elf.  These  are  the  motives  of  the 
cliange  you  see  in  me ;  and  to  begin  to  cast 
off  all  melancholy,  I  am  resolvud  to  kNinish 
it  entirely ;  and  perauaded  you  wilt  bear 
me  company  u>-night.  I  have  ordered  a 
supper  to  be  prepared;  but  as  I  have  no 
wines  but  of  China,  I  liave  a  great  desire 
to  taste  ot'  the  product  of  Africa,  w&n  1 
now  am,  and  doubt  not  you  will  get  some 
of  the  best. 

The  African  magkian,  who  kwked  upon 
the  hn))pinesB  ot*  comiiur  so  soon  and  so 
easily  into  the  princ^as  ^adroulboudour's 
good  graces  as  impoHsible,  could  not  think 
of  \vords  expressive  enough  to  testily  how 
sensible  he  was  of  her  favours ;  but  to  put 
an  end  the  sooi^r  to  a  conversation  which' 
would  ha\'e  embarraaied  him,  it*  he  had  en- 
gaged farther  in  it,  he  turned  it  upon  the 
wines  of  Atirica,  and  said,  of  all  the  advao* 
tage«  Africa  can  boast,  that  of  producing 
tho  most  excellent  wines  is  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal. I  have  a  vcmel  of  seven  yean  old, 
wliich  has  never  been  broached ;  and  it  mi 
indeeii  not  praising  it  too  much  to  say  it  is 
tho  finest  wine  in  the  world.  If  my  prin- 
cess, adtled  he,  will  give  me  leave,  I  will  - 
^  and  letch  two  bottles,  and  return  again 
nnmedi.itcly.  I  sliould  be  sorry  to  give 
vou  thiU  trouble,  replied  the  princess,  >'Ott 
had  better  send  for  them.  It  is  necesAry  I 
shouki  go  noiielf  answered  the  African 
magician;  for  nooo<iy  but  myself  knows 
where  the  key  of  the  cellar  is  laid,  or  ha* 
the  secret  to  unlock  the  door.  If  it  be  b^ 
said  the  princess,  make  haste  back  agtkui ; 
for  tlie  kxiger  you  stay,  the  greater  will  be 
my  impatience,  and  we  shall  sit  dofwn  to 
supper  as  soon  as  you  oome  back. 

The  African  magician,  full  of  hopes  of 
his  expected  happinesH.  rather  flew  than 
ran,  and  returned  quickly  with  the  wine^— 
The  princess  not  iKHibting  in  the  least  but 
he  would  make  haste,  put  with  her  own 
liand  the  powdtMr  Alaildin  gave  lier  into 
the  cup  that  was  set  apart  for  tliat  purpose. 
They  sat  down  at  the  table  opixMite  to  each 
oUier.  the  magician's  back  towards  the 
beautet  The  princes  pn*seiited  him  with 
the  best  at  the  lalile,  and  said  to  him,  Ifyou 
please,  1  will  entertain  >'ou  with  a  concert 
of  vocal  and  instrumental  mo^ic;  but  as  we 
are  oidy  two,  I  think  conversatkm  may  be 
more  agreeable.  This  the  magician  took 
as  a  new  favour. 

Afler  thev  had  eaten  some  time,  the 
princess  called  for  some  wine,  and  drank 
the  maeician's  liealth ;  tuid  afUirwards  said 
to  him,lndeed  >'ou  was  in  tlic  right  to  com* 
mend  your  wine,  since  I  never  tasted  oi'  onj 
sodelkknis  in  my  li^  Charming  princess, 
said  he,  holding  in  his  hand  the  cup  which 
had  beim  ptewMed  lo  him,  mj  wioe  be- 
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cornea  more  exqunite  by  your  approbatioii 
of  iu  Then  drink  mv  licalih,  replied  (he 
priDcev;  yoa  will  find  I  unitcrBiand  wiiit^ 
He  drank  the  princc^'H  t^eulth,  and  return- 
ing the  cup,  tuLid,  I  think  niydelf  happy, 
pnnceafi,  tlmt  I  rciierved  thu  wine  lur  ao 
good anocciuiun  ;  andl  own  I  iiovcrbctbre 
drank  any  so  excellent  in  et'cry  rMpciut. 

When  they  hud  dnuik  two  or  three  cups 
more  a-piccc,  the  princes,  wIh>  hud  coni- 
•oleiely  cnunncd  tl)c  Alricnn  niugiciaii  by 
lier  civility  and  obliging  bcbuviuur,  guve 
the  tigniU  lo  t)je  t^iave  wlio  Berved  iKein 
with  wine,  bidding  lier  bring  lliecup  which 
had  been  lilkd  lor  herscll'.and  ut  tJieHLiiie 
time  bring  the  magician  a  lull  cup.  When 
they  boih  hail  tlieir  cups  in  thuir  hands, 
■lie  Raid  la  him,  1  know  iiol  Ik>w  you  here 
expr&u  your  luve  when  driitking-  io|;elhur 
aa  we  aie :  with  u^  in  China,  the  bver  and 
hia  miKtrcBd  reciprucully  (.-xclianse  cu|h, 
and  driiik  eiirh  utlierVi  health ;  at  tlie  eaiiie 
tinic  she  pre<)cnleil  t»  him  tile  cup  which 
wua  in  )utr  luuid,  and  held  out  her  hund  to 
nceivo  his.  He  lor  Iiih  part  ha^ieited  to 
make  the  exchuii^  with  ifie  mure  pictuiure, 
u  ho  looked  u|iini  tliii*  litvour  m  the  inot>t 
cehaiu  token  at  an  entire  cuixjuc^t  over  tlie 

EIDcesB,  which  4iiiiit.ll  Im  hit|ipine>M  to  iu 
tight.  Before  he  dnuik,  he  mxid  in  her, 
with  the  cup  ill  Win  IiuikI.  Iiuleed,  princedR, 
we  Alricuns  lire  iiul  ho  reliiiul  in  the  art  oi' 
love  as  yi>u  Chines  ;  and  instructing  ine 
in  a  tenaoii  I  was  isfnoinnt  ui;  iiili>rin>)  me 
how  ■eiuible  I  ou£,'lii  to  be  of  the  liivour 
doiM  me.  I  tdiiill  ncvi;r,  la%'ely  jirincetii, 
fytget  my  recovering',  by  drinking  out  of 
joar  cup,  that  lile.  which  your  cruelty,  luid 
It  coiiiiiiued,  ivuuld  liuvu  made  me  deii]iair 

ot: 

The  priiiceiB  Budroulboudour,  who  be- 
gan  to  be  lired  with  this  lNin;Juced  <leclura- 
tion  of  the  African  niajritian,  iuterniiilcd 
him.  and  uiiil,  Let  us  drink  iinit,  aiut  llicn 
■ay  what  you  will  alWwanb';  and  at  tlie 
«amc  time  eci  tliccu|>  lo  lier  li|H,  wliile  the 
AlKcan  magician,  who  wiu  eager  lo  gel 


hia  wine  off  fimc,  drank  up  the  vay  ImI 
drop.  In  tiniolilng  it.  he  had  reclined  ha 
head  back  to  kIiow  his  eagemen.  and  ra- 
uiuJDcdiHinLe  time  in  that  state.  Tttepfia- 
ous  kept  her  cup  at  her  lip»,  till  ebe  Mr 
Wu  cvcH  turn  iu  liis  head,  and  be  fell  back* 
iviirds  lili'liMB. 

The  pcinucie  liod  no  occaskm  fo  ofdar 
titc  buck-door  tu  be  oitened  to  AladdtOi  kt 
her  wroniuu  were  to  disposed  trom  the  great 
hall  to  tlie  Iinit  of  tlie  slairuue,  that  the 
word  wuit  no  aooiior  i;iven,  that  the  Afiinn 
niagieiun  w;is  liillen  backivaitii,  bat  tlie 
dour  opened  that  instant. 

Ad  Nuon  us  Aladdin  entered  the  hall,  be 
saw  the  magician  stretched  backward*  on 
tile  sola.  The  princcta  Badrouibouddor 
ruec  from  her  Kcat  and  ran  oi'eiDoyedlohiai 
to  embrace  him;  but  tie  stopjied  her.  ud 
said.  Pri[icc^  it  is  not  yet  time;  oUigi 
me  by  retiriiii;  lo  your  aiKU-tmeiit.  and  Id 
me  tie  leli  uToiie  a  moment,  while  t  ee- 
duaviiur  tu  imni^iiort  you  back  to  China  m 
ijooii  a«  you  were  brought  Irom  iheuce. 

When  the  princesi!.  Tier  women,  ■"■l  ca- 
iiuclu,  were  gone  out  of  the  ball,  AbuUii 
i^hut  the  dour.oiid  goingdirectly  to  the  deai 
body  of  the  miigicum,  opened  bis  veA,  ui 
(nuk  out  tlie  lamp  carefully  wrapt  uh  m 
the  prinnaw  told  him,  aiid  unlolding  ud 
rubbing  it;  the  genie  iniincdiatclv  appcenl 
Genie,  raid  Aladdin,  1  have  cOled  ifaiw  B 
uommiiiul  lliee  on  (he  part  of  thy  ptodam- 
tresA  this  lamp,  to  transport  this  paJocetrr 
seiiily  into  China,  lo  the  same  place  uea 
whence  it  was  brought  hither.  The  gcaii 
bowed  his  head  in  token  ol'  obedience,  and 
di£ap|>eurcd.  Immediately  the  ftalacewM 
tnineiiorted  into  China,  anil  its  removal  wm 
only  ielt  by  tkvolitlleshockB,  the  onevin 
it  was  lilted  up,  the  other  when  it  waiRt 
down,  and  both  in  a  very  Hborl  ioteml  ii 

Aladdin  went  down  to  the  prioee^ 
aiKiriraent,  and  embracing  her.  said.lcaa 
ut<cureyou,  princess,  that  your  joy  and  nni 
wdl  be  cdmplele  to-morraw  marainc  Tb 
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nrincen,  who  hati  not  quite  suppeil,  gueas- 
mg  that  Aladdin  might  be  hun^ry»  ordercil 
the  meats  that  were  served  up  m  the  liail, 
and  were  M^rcely  touched,  to  be  brougfht 
down.  The  princess  and  Aladdin  eat  a:< 
much  as  they  thou|clit  (it,  and  drank  in  like 
manner  ol'the  African  magician's  old  wine; 
during  which  time  tiieir  discourse  could  not 
DC  anv  otherwise  than  satisiaiCtory,  and 
then  they  retired  to  their  own  chamber. 

From  the  time  of  the  transportatron  of 
Aladdin's  palace,  and  of  the  princes  Ba(i- 
^oulboudour  in  it,  the  sultan,  that  princeeH';? 
father,  was  inconsolable  lor  tlie  lose  uf  her, 
as  he  considered  it.  He  hardly  i^lept  nij^ht 
or  day,  and  instead  of  taking  mtMisui-es  to 
avoid  every  tiling  that  could  keep  up  hi.": 
affliction,  he,  on  me  contrary,  indulged  it ; 
for  whereas  before  he  used  to  go  every 
morning  into  his  closet  to  please  himself 
with  that  agreeable  prospect,  he  went  now 
many  times  in  tlie  day  to  renew  liii^  leans 
and  plunge  himself  into  the  deepest  melan- 
choly, by  the  idea  of  no  more  seeing  that 
which  once  gave  him  so  much  pleajsure, 
and  refl(xting  how  he  hiul  lost  what  was 
the  most  dear  to  him  in  tliis  world. 

Tlie  very  mnniing  of  the  return  of  Alad- 
din's palace,  tlie  sultan  went,  by  break  of 
day.  into  hiei  closet  to  indulge  his  nurruwrt. 
Collected  in  himself,  and  in  a  iiensive  mood, 
he  cast  his  eyes  in  a  melancholy  manner  to- 
wanls  the  place  where  he  reuieinberod  tiie 
palace  once  ntood,  exi)ecting  only  tu  tfcean 
open  spac-e;  but  ]>erceivinj]^  tlutt  vacuinn 
filled  up,  he  at  lirst  imagined  it  to  U;  the 
effect  of  a  fog ;  but  i(x>king  more  alteiitivel y, 
he  was  convinced  lH.>yonJ  (he  iwvvtT  of 
doubt  that  it  vr,w  his  son-iii-lawV  {liilace. 
Then  joy  ami  gl.idness  sucrcedtMl  to  &»rrow 
aiid  griell  lie  retununl  iuiini'diiUcly  into 
his  apartment,  and  ordered  I  a  horst;  to  be 
Riddled  and  brought  to  him  in  all  haste, 
which  he  mounte^l  that  instant,  thinking 
he  could  not  make  liable  enough  to  get  to 
Aladdin's  palace. 

Aladdin,  who  torcsaw  what  woulii  Iia(>- 
pen,  rose  tliat  morning  bv  daybreak,  put 
on  one  of  the  most  nia;rniticent  lial>its  hiti 
wanirobe  alFonied,  and  wiMit  up  into  the 
hall  of  twenty-four  windown,  from  whence 
he  perceivetl  the  snlu\n  coming,  aiui  got 
down  soon  enough  to  recoivt^  Iiini  at  the 
foot  of  the  great  rtUiinriirie,  and  to  iielp  him 
to  dismount  Aladdin,  ii^ud  the  sultan,  I 
cannot  speak  to  you  till  I  have  aren  and 
embraced  my  daughter. 

He  Icil  the  suluui  into  tin*  princess  Bad- 
routboudoursaiKirtment,  who  having  lK.*<;n 
told  by  liini  when  he  ntm*,  that  f^he  was  no 
kMi^er  in  Africii,  but  in  ('hina,  and  in  the 
capital  of  the  8ultan  her  father,  ha4l  just 
done  dreesing  herMrltl  The  Miltiin  enibra- 
ced  her  with  his  liice  iMittu'd  in  tears  of  joy : 
and  the  princeiw,  on  her  side,  gave  him  all 
the  testimonies  of  the  extreme  pleasure  tlie 
flght  of  him  gave  her. 

The  sultan  was  liomo  time  before  he 


could  open  his  hps,  so  great  was  his  surprise 
and  jo^  to  find  his  daughter  again,  atler  he 
hiiil  given  her  up  for  kini ;  and  the  princess, 
at)er  seeing  her  father,  let  fall  tears  of  joy. 

At  last  tlie  sultiui  broke  silence,  and  said, 
I  would  believe,  diiughter,  your  joy  to  sec 
me  makes  you  seem  so  little  changed,  as  il 
no  misfortune  had  befallen  you;  tor  a  large 
IKiJace  caiuiot  bo  so  suddenly  tnuisix>rted 
as  >;our8  has  bcHiii,  without  great  fright  and 
terrible  anguish,  i  would  have  you  tell  me 
all  that  has  happened,  and  conceal  nothing 
from  me. 

Tlie  princess,  who  took  great  pleasure  in 
giving  the  soltun  the  satisiactHm  he  do- 
inanded,  said,  Sir,  if  I  appear  so  little  alter- 
ed, I  l>eg  of  your  majesty  to  consider,  that 
I  received  new  lite  vesterdiiy  morning  by 
t|ie  presence  of  my  dear  hasband  and  de- 
liverer Aladdin,  whom  I  icx)ked  upon  and 
bewailed  lu^  lont  to  nie;  and  the  haiipinessof 
seeing  and  embracing  whom  has  almost  re- 
04)vered  nie  to  my  termer  state  of  health. 
But  my  greatest  trouble  was  only  to  find 
mviaelf  forced  from  your  majesty,  and  my 
dear  husband ;  not  only  in  respect  to  the 
incliiuitioii  I  bore  to  my  husband,  but  from 
the  uneiisinesH  I  laboured  under  besides,  for 
fear  that  he,  though  innocent,  should  feel 
the  etic'Cts  ot  your  anger,  to  which  I  knew 
lie  was  left  exposed.  I  suffered  but  little 
from  the  iusuUince  of  the  wretch  who  had 
carried  lae  off:  lor  having  secured  the  as- 
cend ant  over  hill),  I  always  put  a  stop  to 
his  disiigreeable  discourse,  and  was  as  little 
constrainetl  lu  I  am  at  present. 

As  to  wiiat  ri'laies  to  my  transiN)rtation, 
Aliuldiuhad  nu  liaiid  in  it :  I  my  self  am  the 
innocent  caiiM3  of  it.  To  i)c'rsuade  the 
sultan  of  the  truth  of  what  she  said,  she 
gave  him  a  full  account  how  the  African 
niiigician  dl-f^uis^id  liimself  like  a  seller  of 
lami>^,  and  otliTe^l  to  change  new  lamps  for 
old  ones  :  and  how  she  amused  herself  in 
milking  tliat  exchange,  btfing  entirely  igno- 
r.mt  ol  the  secret  and  imiiortiuice  of  tliat 
lamp :  how  the  luilace  and  herself  were 
carried  away  and  tnuisiwrted  into  Africa, 
with  the  Alncan  inagiciaii.  who  was  recoi- 
Iwied  by  two  of  her  wonion.  and  tlie  eu- 
nuch wiio  made,  the  exchange  uf  the  lamp, 
when  he  had  the  IxildiicaA  tojKiyher  tlie 
tii-st  visit,  aller  tiie  ^^iicrcAs  of  his  audacious 
enterprise,  to  pi <»•,-* »x;  himself  lor  her  hmi- 
baiid;  how  he  |iei<«H;uteil  her  till  Aladdin's 
arrival ;  how  he  aiui siie  roii<u.*rte4l  iiiea»urei 
toiretlier  to  iret  tlie  iainp  from  him  again, 
wnieii  he  canied  aUiut  liiiii ;  and  tlie  sue- 
ce-s  thi  y  hai ;  and  p^irticularly  by  lier  dis- 
simulation, inviting  hiin  to  supper,  and 
giving  iiiiii  till!  (Mip  with  tlie  ix>wderpre- 
iKireii  tor  hi! M.  Kor  the  rest,  added  she,  I 
leavt'  it  to  A  I;  L(  Mill  to  L'iveyou  an  ace^mnt. 

Aladdin  ii.iil  not  much  to  tell  the  nultan, 

but  only  siud,  When  the  pnvate  door  waa 

(H>eiied,  1  went  up  into  the  ^reat  hall,  where 

I  found  the  magician  lying  dead  ou  tlie 

'  sola ,  aa  I  thought  it  not  proper  for  the 
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Ewes  to  Btaf  there  anj  longer,  I  denrcd 
to  go  down  into  her  own  apartment, 
with  her  women  and  eunucha.  As  woan  eui 
I  waanlone,  and  had  taken  the  lamp  out  oT 
the  raagician's  breast  I  made  use  □!'  the 
name  secret  he  had  done,  to  remove  the 
palace,  and  carry  off  the  princess ;  and  by 
that  means  the  nalace  was  brought  into 
the  Mme  place  where  it  stood  before  ;  and 
I  have  the  happiness  to  bring  back  the 
princev  to  your  maje^y,  aa  you  command' 
ed  roe.  But  that  your  majesty  may  not 
think  that  1  impoee  upon  you,  il'  yoa  will 
give  youiwlf  tlie  iroubie  to  ^  up  into  the 
hiill,  you  shall  see  the  magician  punished 
aa  he  deserved. 

The  sultan,  to  be  amured  of  the  tnith, 
rose  up  inBtantly,  and  went  up  into  I  he  hall, 
where,  when  he  ww  the  Aihcan  magician 
dead,  and  his  face  already  livid  by  the 
strength  of  Uie  poison,  he  embraced  Alad' 
din  with  great  lendernew,  and  said.  My 
KHi,  be  not  displeased  at  my  proceedtngH 
against  you  ;  they  arose  from  my  palemal 
OVB,  and  therefore  you  ought  to  foreive 
theexceHieslo  which  it  hurried  me.  Sir, 
replied  Aladdin,  I  have  not  the  least  reason 
to  complain  of  vour  majesty's  conduct, 
tinee  you  did  notliinf  but  what  your  iluty 
required  of  j-ou.  This  infamous  ntagician, 
the  baseatof  men,  was  the  eoie  cause  ol' 
my  mislbrtune.  When  your  majesty  hap 
leisure,  I  will  give  jvu  an  account  of 
another  villanous  action  he  was  guilty  of 
to  me,  which  was  no  le«s  black  and  base 
than  this,  I'rom  which  1  was  preser\-cd  by 
thegraceof  God  in  a  very  particular  man- 
ner. I  will  take  an  opixirtunity,  and  thiit 
vwy  shortly,  replied  llic  millan,  to  hear  d : 
but  in  the  mean  lime  let  us  think  onl>  of 
rejoicing,  and  the  reinov-at  of  this  od-  lus 
abject 

Aladdin  ordered  the  magician's  r  «id 
M»a«s  to  be  removed  and  tlirown  oi.  the 
UDDghill,  for  the  birds  and  bcai4s  to  invy 
Upon.  In  the  mean  time  the  lulian  nm- 
nvwed  (he  druDW,  trumpets,  cjotbcJ    ud 


IT,  and  Aladdin  vrilfa 


be  proclaimed  for  joy  of  the  retora  of  the 

princess  Badroulboudour,  a 

Thus  Aladdin  escaped  a  seeortd  time  the 
almost  inevitable  danger  of  losing  bk  lile: 
but  this  was  not  the  W,  since  Ee  ran  at 
great  a  hazard  a  third  lime  ;  the  ekcoBt- 
stances  of  which  1  shaU  relate. 

The  African  magioian  had  a  youngef 
brother,  who  was  as  great  a  necromaDcer, 
and  even  surpaaied  him  in  Tillaoy,  aad 
pernicious  designs.  As  they  did  not  live 
together,  or  in  the  same  city,  but  ofl«»- 
times  when  one  was  in  the  east  the  other 
was  in  the  west,  they  lailed  not  evervytar 
to  inform  iherpaclves,  by  their  art  of  necro- 
mancy, where  each  other  was,  bow  the? 
did,  and  whether  they  stood  in  need  of  each 

Some  time  alter  the  Afrtcnn  mn^ieiui 
luu)  failed  in  his  pnterprise  against  Alad- 


in   Africa,  imt  i_ 

country,  had  the  curioFity  to  know  in  what 
part  ol  the  world  he  was,  how  he  did,  and 
what  he  was  <loing ;  and  as  he,  as  well  m 
his  brother,  always  carried  n  gcomaniie 
square  indtrumenl  about  him,  he  prepared 
the  aiiid,*  cast  the  points,  and  drew  Ito 
lisrures.  On  examining  the  houses,  he 
Ib'und  that  his  brother  was  no  longer  llnrtg; 
by  another  house,  that  hehad  been  poi«an- 
cd,  and  died  suddenly  ^  and  by  anotbff, 

*  "Rtml"  01  "Rami"  HgniBn  "bih!  fn- 
paml,"  or  ■  preparation  of  nnd,  on  which  ■■• 
nurknl  Hrlaiti  poirili  arrring  fur  a  kind  af 
diiiiulioo,  wliich  «e  call  "Momancy^  sad 
the  Arab*,  Koatanii,  and  Turka,  "  tf  con  abaol' 
These  poiniii,  ditjowd  ia  a  critain  nuiDhFTW 
niany  unequal  Hnea,  ire  detcribcd  aka)  wilkl 
pen  on  pajirr;  and  the  peiaon  who  practaa 
oivinBlion  by  this  art  ia  "  "  "  '  ~ 
D'-HertiekN,  ait.  RtmL 
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that  II  was  in  tlic  capiuil  of  the  kin^tlom 
of  China ;  an'i  that  the  perron  who  iioimn- 
ed  htm  was  of  mi^nn  birth,  an  1  married  to 
a  princcsrt.  a  FiiltanVs  ilrui^hter. 

when  the  mii«^irian  hu«l  after  thifl  man- 
ner informed  himself  of  his  brother's  f:ite, 
be  lost  no  time  in  iu>e1cdB  rei^ret,  which 
could  not  restore  him  to  hte  a^ain  j  but  re- 
•oivin^  iinniediiitely  to  revenjM  ht?  death, 
he  took  horee,  and  set  Ibrwards  lor  China : 
where,  after  crossin^j  t)lains,  rivers,  moun- 
tains, denerts,  and  a  lunfr  tnict  of  countrv, 
without  i»tor»ping,  he  arrived  after  increili- 
ble  fatigfues. 

When  he  came  to  the  capital  of  China, 
which  hid  knowledge  of  ^^eomancy  pointed 
out  to  him,  and  bem^  certain  he'  had  not 
mistaken  any  other  kingdom  for  it,  he  took 
a  lod^in^.  The  next  day  he  went  out, 
and  walked  through  the  town,  not  ro  mucli 
to  observe  the  liejiutiesj,  which  were  indif- 
ferent to  him,  but  with  an  intention  to  take 
pro|)er  me.'wurer*  to  execute  his  pernicious 
designs.  He  introduced  himself  into  the 
most  fret juented  places,  where  he  listened 
to  every  (wKly's  di-scourse.  In  a  place  where 
people  rewrted  to  divert  themselves  with 
all  sorts  of  ^ames,  and  where  rome  are 
convervin^  while  others  play,  he  heard 
some  persons  talk  of  the  virtue  and  piet^'of 
a  woman  called  Fatima,  who  was  retireil 
from  the  tvorld,  and  of  the  miracles  she 
performed.  As  he  fancied  that  this  woman 
miffht  lie  serviceable  to  him  in  the  project 
he  nad  in  his  head,  he  took  one  of  the  coni- 
pany  aside,  and  dtNired  him  to  tell  him 
more  luirticularly  who  that  holy  woman 
was,  and  what  sort  of  minicles  she  i>er- 
fbrmed. 

What !  said  the  person  to  whom  Iv  lul- 
dremed  himself,  have  you  never  seen  or 
heanl  t'llk  of  her  ?  She  is  the  adminition 
of  the  whole  town ;  lirst,  for  her  fasting, 
her  austiTitie.',  and  her  exemplary  lile. 
Except  Mondays  and  Fridays,  slie  never 
■tirs  out  of  her  little  c^ll ;  and  on  those 
dttyfi  on  which  she  comes  into  the  town, 
■he  does  an  infinite  deal  of  <rood ;  for  there 
is  not  a  tierenn  who  has  the  head-ache, 
but  is  cured  by  her  laying  Iter  hand  upon 
them. 

The  magician  wnntwl  no  further  infbr- 
roatkm.  He  ordy  asked  the  iwrson  in  what 
part  of  the  town  this  holy  wuman^s  cell 
was.  After  he  had  shown  him  it,  and  he 
had  concluded  and  determiniMl  on  the  de- 
testable design  he  had  in  his  h(*ail,  and  that 
he  might  know  the  wav  a^ain,  and  be 
fully  in'ibrmed,  he  watch**  1  allher  steps  the 
first  day  she  ^Tnt  out  a  tier  he  had  made 
this  inquiry,  without  losing  sight  of  her  till 
evening,  when  he  saw  her  re-enter  her 
cell.  %Vhen  he  had  fully  obMrved  the 
place,  he  went  to  one  of  those  houses  where 
they  sell  a  certain  hot  liquor,  and  where 
any  perron  may  paw  the  ntght.  particu'.irly 
in  the  great  heats,  when  the  people  of  that 
eoanti7  prefer  lying  on  a  mat  to  a  bed 


About  midnight,  after  the  magician  had 
satisfied  the  master  of  the  house  for  what 
little  he  had  called  lor.  he  went  out,  and 
proceedeil  directly  to  the  cell  of  Fatima, 
the  holy  woman,  the  name  she  was  known 
by  throughout  the  town.  He  had  no  diffi- 
culty to  open  the  door,  which  was  onljr 
fastened  with  a  latch,  and  he  shut  it  again 
after-he  had  got  in,  whhout  an/  noise ;  and 
when  he  entered  the  cell,  perceived  Fatima 
by  moonlight  lying  in  the  air  on  a  sola, 
covered  omy  by  an  old  mat,  with  her  head 
leaning  agiiinst  the  walL  He  awakened 
her  and  clapped  a  dagger  to  her  breast 

Poor  Fatima,  opening  her  eyes,  waa  very 
much  surprised  to  see  a  man  witli  a  (larger 
at  her  breast  ready  to  stab  her,  and  woo 
said  to  her.  If  you  cry  out,  or  make  the 
least  noise,  I  will  kill  you ;  but  get  up  and 
do  as  I  bidjTou. 

Fatima,  who  had  lain  down  in  her 
clothes,  got  up  trembling  with  fear.  Do 
not  be  so  much  frightened,  said  the  ina^^i- 
cian ;  I  only  want  your  habit ;  give  it  me 
presently,  and  take  mine.  Accordingly 
Fatima  and  he  changed  clothes.  Then 
he  siiid,  colour  my  face  as  :^'oure  is,  that  I 
may  be  like  you ;  but  perceiving  that  the 
poor  creature  could  not  help  trembling,  to 
encourage  her,  he  said,  I  tell  vou  again, 
you  need  not  fear  any  tiling :  t  swear  by 
the  name  of  God  I  wift  not  take  awav  >'our 
life.  Fatima  li«?hted  her  lamp,  made  him 
come  into  the  cell,  and  taking  a  [wncil  and 
dippin;^  it  into  a  certain  liuuor,  rubbed  it 
over  his  taco,  and  assured  liim  the  cok)ur 
would  not  change,  and  that  his  face  was  of 
the  Hamo  dye  lu:  he."  own :  after  which  bhe 
put  her  own  hcad-dreais  on  his  head,  with 
a  veil,  with  which  she  showed  him  how  to 
hide  his  face  as  he  irassed  throu«^h  the  town. 
.A.fter  thi>-,  she  put  a  long  stnng  of  beads 
alM)ut  his  neck,  which  hung  down  to  the 
middle  of  his  body,  and  j>^iving  him  ttic  stick 
she  used  to  walk  with,  m  his liaiid,  brought 
him  a  looking-glass,  and  bid  him  look  if  lie 
wiis  not  as  liKe  her  as  possible.  The  ma- 
gician Ibund  himself  disguised  as  K':  wislied 
to  be ;  but  he  did  not  keep  the  oath  he  so 
solemnly  swore  to  the  good  Fatima :  but 
instead  of  stabbing  her,  for  fear  the  bknd 
might  discover  him,  he  strangled  her ;  and 
when  he  found  she  was  dead,  tlirew  her 
body  into  a  cistern  just  by  the  cell 

The  magician  thus  disguised  like  the 
holy  woman  Fatima,  suent  the  remainder 
of  tlie  night  in  the  ceU,  after  lie  had  com- 
mitted so  horrid  a  murder.  The  next 
morning,  two  hours  after  sunrise,  though  it 
was  not  a  day  the  holy  ^voinan  u^ed  to  go 
out  on,  he  crept  out  of  the  cell,  being  wcU 
persuaded  that  nobody  would  ask  him  any 
questxMis  about  it  -,  or.  if  they  should,  he 
had  an  answer  read/  for  them.  As  one  ojf 
the  first  things  he  did  after  his  arrival  was 
to  find  out  Aladdin's  palace,  where  he  was 
to  execute  hii  desigai,  he  went  direcdx 
thither. 
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Aff  lexin  as  the  people  saw  tlie  holy  wo- 
man, as  they  imagine^l  him  to  be,  they 
presently  gathered  about  him  in  a  great 
eiDwd.  ^me  begged  his  blessing,  others 
kiAed  his  hand,  aiid  othei-i?  more  reserved, 
only  the  hem  ot  his  gjirmont ;  while  otliers, 
whether  their  he^ids  aciied,  or  they  had  a 
mind  to  be  preserved  against  that  distem- 
per, stooiied  for  him  to  lay  his  hands  upon 
them ;  which  he  did,  muttering  some  words 
in  form  of  prayer:  and,  in  short,  counter- 
feited so  well,  that  cveiy  body  took  him  for 
the  holy  woman. 

Afler  frequently  stopping  to  satisfy  these 
kind  of  people,  who  received  neither  good 
nor  harm  from  this  imixwition  of  hanus^he 
came  at  last  to  the  square  ttelbrc  Ahuldm's 
palace.  Thecrowd  was  so  great  tliat  the 
eagerness  to  get  at  him  increased  in  pro- 
portion. Those  who  were  the  most  zealous 
and  strong  forced  tiieir  way  through  the 
crowd  to  get  room.  There  were  such 
quarrels,  and  so  ^rcat  a  noise,  tluit  the 
princess,  w^ho  was  m  the  hall  of  Ibur-and- 
twenty  windows,  heard  it,  and  asked  what 
was  the  matter ;  but  noboily  bein:^  a!)le  to 
give  her  an  account,  she  ordered  thein  to 
go  and  see.  and  inform  her.  One  of  lier 
women  looked  out  of  a  window,  and  tiieii 
told  her  it  wan  a  great  crowd  of  i)eo];lc  that 
were  gathering  tioout  the  holy  woman,  to 
be  cured  of  the  heatl-ache  by  tiie  imi^asi- 
tion  of  her  hands. 

The  princess,  who  had  for  a  long  time 
heard  a  great  deal  of  this?  holy  woman, 
but  h.ad  never  seen  her,  conctMvrd  a  L^ivnt 
curiosity  to  have  roitic  convei-salion  with 
her,  which  the  chief  ol*  the  eunuchs  |H^r- 
ceivin^,  told  her  it  was  an  easy  matter  to 
bring  ner  to  her,  if  she  dcsircif  and  com- 
manded it ;  and  the  princi^ss  showing  a 
desire,  he  immediately  sent  lour  eunuclis 
for  the  pretendeti  holy  woman. 

As  soon  as  the  crowd  siiw  the  eunuchs 
coming,  they  made  way,  and  tlie  magician 
perceiving  also  that  tiiey  were  coming  tor 
nim,  adviinced  to  meet  them,  overjoyed  to 
find  his  plot  took  so  well.  Holy  woman, 
said  one  of  the  eunuchs,  the  (Princess  wants 
to  see  you,  and  has  sent  us  lor  you.  The 
princess  does  me  too  great  an  honour,  re- 
plied the  false  Fatima.  I  am  readjr  to 
obey  her  command,  and  at  the  same  time 
fbllowed  tlie  eunuchs  to  the  (xiilace. 

When  the  magician,  who  under  a  holy 
l^rment  disguisted  a  wicked  heart,  was 
mtroduced  into  the  great  hall,  and  perceiv- 
ed the  princess,  he  began  a  ])niyer,  which 
contained  a  king  enumeration  of  vows  and 
goad  wishes  lor  tJie  princess's  heiilth  and 
prosperity,  and  that  mo.  might  have  everv 
thing  she  desired.  Then  he  displayed  all 
his  deceitful,  h>;pocritical  rhetoric,  to  insin- 
uate himself  into  tiie  i)riitcei»'s  iavour 
under  the  cloak  of  pi».*ty.  wli.'ch  it  was  no 
hard  matter  lor  him  to  do ;  lur  as  tlie  prin- 
cess herself  was  naturally  good,  she  was 
eacilj  persuaded  that  all  tne  world  was 


like  her,  especially  those  wlio  made  pit>- 
fefi«ion  of  serving  God  in  solitanr  retreat. 

When  the  pretended  Fatima  had  made 
an  en4  ot'  his  long  harangue,  the  princea 
said  to  him,  I  thank  you,  good  mother,  for 
yourpniyers;  I  have  srreat  confidence  in 
them,  and  hoi)eGoilwill  hear  them.  Come, 
and  sit  by  me.  The  lalse  Fatima  at  down 
with  affected  modesty :  then  the  pnncen 
resuming  her  discrmrse,  said,  My  good  mo- 
ther, I  have  one  thing  to  ask  you,  which 
you  must  not  refuse  me;  which  ii, toftay 
with  me,  that  you  may  entertain  me  with 
your  way  of  living ;  and  that  I  may  leara 
from  your  goo<l  example  how  to  serve  Gol 
PrincesB,  said  tlie  counterleit  Fatima,  1 
beg  of  you  not  to  ask  what  I  cannot  coo- 
sent  to,  without  neglecting  my  praren  and 
devotion.  That  shall  be  no  hinfirance  to 
you,  answered  the  princess ;  I  have  a  great 
many  ai)artments  unoccupied:  you  shall 
choose  which  you  like  best,  and  shall  have 
as  much  liberty  to  pertbrm  your  devoUooi, 
!is  if  you  were  in  your  own  cell. 

The  mairician,  who  wanted  nothiitf 
more  than  to  introiiure  himself  into  Alao- 
din's  palace,  where  it  would  be  a  much 
e:isier  matter  ibr  iiini  to  execute  his  perni- 
cious designs,  under  the  favour  and  protec- 
tion of  the  princes ^  tiian  it'  he  had  been 
tbrced  to  coinc  and  go  from  the  cell  to  the 
palace,  did  not  ur^re  nuich  to  excuse  him* 
selt'  from  accepting  the  obliging  ofier  the 
princc-ss  made  hmi.  Pririce«v,  said  lie, 
whafever  resolution  a  iHK>r  wretched  wo- 
man, as  I  am,  may  jiave  made  to  rcnouuce 
the  i)omp  and  grai^deur  of  tliis  wodd,  1 
dare  not  presume  to  opixise  the  will  and 
romniands  of  so  pious  and  clmriiable  a 
prinoos.^. 

U{)on  tliis  the  ])rinces8  rising  up,  laid, 
Come  ali)ng  with  mv,  I  will  sliow  voa 
what  empty  ai>arlments  I  have,  thai  ywi 
may  make  choirc  of  which  you  like  bctf. 
The  magician  tbilowed  the  princesw  Bai- 
roulboudour,  an<l  of  all  tlie  ajiartmentidbe 
showed  him,  made  choice  of  that  whick 
was  the  worst  furnislied,  saying.  That  it 
was  t/M)  good  ibr  him,  and  that  he  onlyaBi- 
cepted  of  it  to  plesise  her. 

At^erwards  the  princess  would  hav* 
brought  him  back  again  into  the  ereathaH 
to  miotke  him  dine  with  her ;  but  ne  cooft- 
dering  that  tlien  he  sliould  be  obliged  la 
show  iiis  flice,  which  he  had  always  takn 
care  to  hiile ;  and  fearing  that  the  pricccH 
should  find  out  Lliat  he  w«is  not  Fatima.  be 
begged  of  her  mrnestly  to  dis^ieuse  W:Eb 
him,  telling  l:er  tiiat  lie  never  cat  any  thiof 
but  bread  and  dru*il  Iruits,  and  dettlriiijr  W 
eat  that  slight  ri*i/«ust  in  his  own  apart- 
ment :  that  tile  princewp  gnuited  him,  «»- 
ing,  You  may  be  as  fn'C  here,  good  m*xher. 
a.s  if  you  were  in  voiu*  own  ceil :  I  mil 
order  you  a  dinner,  but  remember  I  expect 
you  as  soon  as  you  have  fuu^ied  your 
iiepast 

Aflcr  the  princosa  had  dined,  and  tfaa 
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Uw  Fatima  had  been  informed  bj  one  of 
the  eunuchs  that  «he  \vaa  riaen  from  the 
table,  he  failed  not  to  wait  upon  her.  My 
^ood  mother,  said  the  princess,  I  an  over- 
joyed to  have  the  company  of  so  holy  a 
woman  as  youmlf,  who  will  confer  a  bless- 
ing upon  this  palace.  But  now  I  am 
soeakini;  of  this  paliice,  pray  how  do  you 
like  it  ?  And  before  I  show  you  it  all,  tell 
me  first  what  you  think  of  this  hall. 

Upon  this  question,  the  counterfeit  Fa- 
tima, w'ho,  to  act  his  part  the  better,  nfiect- 
ed  to  han^  down  hu  heatl,  without  so 
raucli  as  ever  once  liflin?  it  up,  at  hist 
looked  up,  and  surveying' the  hall  from  one 
end  to  the  otiier,  when  he  iuul  examinecl  it 
well,  said  to  the  princes,  As  far  as  t^uch  a 
solitary  beiii^;  as  I  can  judge,  who  am  un- 
aciiuamted  with  what  the  world  calls 
beautiful,  this  hall  is  truly  admirable  and 
moet  beaulilul ;  tli'_Te  wjiijIp  hut  one  th'iu;^. 
What  id  that,  gooil  mother?  answenvl  the 
princen  Dadroulboudour;  toll  me,  Iconjiin; 
you.  For  my  \vxTi  I  always  believed,  and 
nave  heard  eay,  it  wanted  nothing ;  but  if 
it  does,  it  sliall  be  supplied. 

Princess,  said  the  false  Fatima,  with 
rreat  dissimulation,  forgive  me  for  the 
liberty  I  have  taken ;  but  my  opinion  is,  if 
it  can  be  of  any  importance,  that  if  a  roc's 
egg  was  hunff  up  in  the  middle  of  this 
dome,  this  hail  would  have  no  parallel  in 
the  four  quarters  of  the  world,  and  your 
palace  would  be  the  wonder  of  the  universe. 

My  good  mother,  said  the  princess,  what 
bird  IS  a  roc,  and  where  may  one  get  an 
e^g  ?  Princess,  replied  tl)e  pretended  Fa- 
tima. it  is  a  bird  of  prodigious  size,  which 
inhanits  the  ton  of  mount  Caucasus:  the 
architect  wlio  built  your  ixalace  can  get 
you  one. 

Afler  the  princcjv  Dadroulboudour  had 
thanketl  the  lalw  Futima  for  what  f:he  be- 
lieved her  good  advice,  she  con\'ensed  with 
her  upon  other  mat  tern :  but  conlil  not  Ibr- 
get  the  roc^s  e«?g,  wliirh  she  made  account 
to  tell  Aladdin  of  when  he  returned  from 
hunting.  He  had  l)een  gone  six  days, 
which  the  magician  knew,  and  therefore 
look  advantage  of  his  abs<'nre :  but  he  re- 
turned that  evenimr.  atler  the  fiUiie  Fatima 
had  taken  leave  of  the  prinref*s,  and  nrtircd 
to  his  apartment.  As  soon  as  he  arrived, 
he  went  directly  up  to  the  princcsH*s  apart- 
ment, saluted  and  embniced  her.  but  she 
seemed  to  receive  him  coldly.  My  prin- 
cess, mid  he,  I  think  you  arc  not  so  cheerful 


will  no  kmger  disguise  a  matter  of  so  little 
oonsequeoce  from  you. 

I  always  believed,  as  well  ai  vou,  coo- 
tinued  the  prinee«  Dadroulboudour,  that 
our  palace  was  the  most  superb,  magnifi- 
cent, and  complete  in  the  world :  but  f  will 
tell  yon  now  what  I  find  iiiult  with,  upon 
examining  the  hall  of  fbur-and-twenty 
windows.  Do  not  voa  think  with  me,  that 
it  would  be  complete,  if  a  roc'^  egrg  was 
hung  up  in  the  midst  of  the  dome  f  Prin- 
ceftt.  replied  Aladdin,  it  is  enough  that  vou 
think  there  wants  such  a  thing ;  you  snail 
see  by  the  diligence  used  to  re|)air  that  de- 
ficiency, that  there  is  nothing  which  I 
would  not  do  for  your  nke. 

Aladdin  left  the  princess  Datlroulbou- 
dour  that  moment,  and  went  up  into  the 
hull  of  fbur-and-twenty  windows,  where 
piillin?  out  of  his  bosom  the  lamp,  which, 
after  the  danger  he  Jiad  been  exixised  to, 
lie  always  carried  about  him,  he  nibbed  it{ 
uiXMi  wliksh  the  genie  immediately  appear- 
ed.   Genie,  said  Aladdin,  tiiere  wants  a 
roc's  eg^  to  be  hun^  up  in  the  nudrt  of  the 
dome :  I  commancl  thee,  in  the  name  of 
this  lamp,  to  repair  the  deficiency.  Aladdin 
had  no  sooner  pronounced  these  words,  but 
the  genie  sAve  so  kiud  and  terrible  a  err. 
Uuit  the  hall  shook,  and  Aladdin  eoiud 
scarce  stand  upright.  Wliat !  wr^ch,  said 
the  genie,  in  a  \*oice  that  would  have  made 
the  most  undaunted  man  tremble,  is  it  not 
enough  that  I  and  my  com|)aaion8  have 
done  every  thing  for  >'ou,  but  you,  by  an 
unheanl-of  ingnititude,    must   command 
me  to  bring  my  master,  and  hang  him  up 
in  the  midt^t  of  this  dome  7    This  attempt 
deserves  that  \'ou,  your  wife,  and  your  pa- 
lace, siiould   oe  immediately  reduced  to 
ashes ;  hut  )'ou  arc  happy  in  not  being  the 
auttior  of  this  request,  and  that  it  does  not 
come  from  >*ourBclf.    Know  then,  ttiat  the 
true  author  ia  the  brotlier  of  the  African 
magician,  your  enemy,  whom  you  have 
destroyed  as  he  dexr\'ed.    He  is  now  in 
vuur  palace,  <IiBguised  in  the  clothes  olHhe 
holy  woman  Fatima,  whom  he  murdered ; 
aiMi  it  is  he  who  has  sus:gi^ited  to  your  wife 
tomakethiH  peniicions  demand.    His  de- 
sign is  to  kill  you,  therefore  take  care  of 
yourself.    A f\er  tlicsc  words,  tlie  geuie  dis- 
appeared. 
Aladdin  lost  not  a  word  of  what  the 

frenie  hud  said.    He  had  heard  talk  of  the 
luly  woman  Fatima,  and  liow  slie  pre- 
temled  to  cure  the  head-ache.  He  returned 


as  you  utied  to  be ;  hass  any  thing  h:ip|iened  ;  to  the  princewV  aiMrtment,  and  without 
during  my  absence,  which  ha^  displeased  j  mentioning  a  wonl  of  what  liad  happened, 


3^00,  or  given  you  any  trouble  or  dintitislac- 
ffion  ?  in  the  name  of  God,  do  not  conceal 
it  from  me ;  I  will  leave  nothing  undone 
that  is  in  my  power  to  please  you.  It  is  a 
trifling  matter,  replied  the  princess,  which 

Kivei  me  so  little  concern  that  I  could  not 
ave  thought  you  could  have  perceived  it 
in  my  countenance ;  but  since  jrou  have 
unexpectedly  discovered  some  alteratioo,  I 


he  sat  down,  and  com|)lained  of  a  great 
pain  which  had  suddenly  seized  his  lu»d ; 
upon  which  the  princess  ordered  the  holv 
woman  to  be  nresently  fetched,  niv!  then 
told  him  how  that  holy  woman  came  to  the 
palace,  and  that  she  had  appointed  her  an 
apartment. 

When  tlie  pretended  Fatima  came,  Akd* 
din  said,  Come  hither,  good  mother ;  I  am 
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gtad  to  «e  )wi  here  at  w  fbrtuoate  B  time : 
I  un  tormeoted  with  a  violent  pain  in  my 
head,  aod  raquMt  jpur  tuaiitance,  by  the 
aoofincDM  I  nare  in  'yoar  good  proven, 
■bd  hopCToii  will  not  reluBe  me  that  favour 
irtiich  Tou  do  to  ■>  msny  pentMia  afflicted 
with  thi*  diMemper.  So  laying,  he  raw  up, 
but  held  down  hk  bead.  The  muntcrieit 
Patiroa  advanced  towarda  him,  with  hie 
fund  all  the  time  on  adagger  concealed  in 
bia  girdls  nnikr  hia  gown  ;  which  Aladdin 
Ofaaarving,  he  aeiz«dhi«  head  before  he  had 
drawn  it,  pierced  him  to  the  heart  with  his 
own  dagger,  and  then  threw  him  down  on 
the  fkmr  dead. 

My  dear  huriiand,  what  have  jou  done? 
crien  the  iirincess  in  BurpHae.  You  have 
killed  the  holy  woman.  No,  my  princess, 
anatveredAladdin,  without  emotion,  I  have 
not  killed  Fatima,  but  a  wicked  wretch, 
that  would  have  aaeatsinaied  me,  if  I  had 
not  prevented  him.  This  wicked  man, 
addea  he,  uncovering  hit  face,  hsm  Ftran- 
rted  Fatima,  whom  ^ou  accused  mc  ol' 
Eilling,  and  diaguised  himself  in  her  clothcH, 
to  come  and  murder  me :  but  that  you  maj' 
know  bim  better,  he  is  brother  to  the  Afn- 
can  magician.  Then  Aladdin  told  her 
how  he  came  to  know  those  particulars, 
and  aflerwarda  ordered  the  dead  body  lo 
be  taken  awaj. 

Thui  was  Aladdin  delivered  from  the 
peraecution  of  two  brolhera,who  were  ma- 
giciana.  Within  a  lew  years  allerwards 
tneiultandied  ina  good  old  Etge,  and  as 
he  left  no  male  children,  the  prince»  Bad- 
roulboudour,  aa  lawful  heir  of  the  crown, 
■ucceeded  him,  and  communicating  the 
power  to  Aladdin,  they  reigned  toeeiher 
many  years,  and  left  a  numemua  and  illue- 


by  the  moat  unworthy  loeuia.  On  Ibe 
contrary,  your  m^esty  aeea  in  Aladdi^  a 
person  of  mean  birth  raiaed  to  the  ragal 
dignity  by  making  use  of  the  auae  trta- 
eures,  which  came  to  him  without  hknk- 
ing,  but  juetashehadanoccaakia  Ibrtbem 
to  compan  the  end  proposed  )  ar^  in  th> 
sultan  you  will  have  learnt  what  daofwa 
ajuBtand  equitable  monarch  runn^ennto 
the  risk  of  being  dethroned,  wbm,  by  wy- 
ing  injustice,  and  against  all  the  rule*  at 
eguity,  he  dares,  by  an  uareasonaUe  pnu- 
pitation,  condemn  un  innocent  pctssB  to 
death,  without  giving  him  Leave  to  jHli& 
himteill  In  short,  you  must  uhhor  tbOM 
two  wicked  magicians,  one  of  whom  M£r>- 
ficed  hia  life  to  attain  great  riclM>;  tbB 
other  his  lile  and  religion  to  rvmifv  bn- 
anil  bolh  received  tlie  chastiKmeiila  they 
deserved. 

The  sultan  of  the  Iniliea  signified  to  hit 
spouse  the  eullane^s  Schehirazade,  ihat 
he  was  verv  much  delighted  with  the  pro- 
digies he  had  heard  of  the  Wonchstiil 
Lamp,  and  thai  the  Gtorice  which  cheldd 
him  every  night  eave  him  a  great  dtalrf 
pleasure.  Indeed  they  wrre  all  diverunf, 
and  Ibr  Che  moFi  part  Beanoned  with  a  (VM 
moral.  He  Ibund  that  the  sultanas  lu^ 
how  to  introduci;  them,  and  was  not  hrt 
that  she  fz-ave  him  an  opportunity  of  h»- 
ponding,  by  this  means,  the  execiitiauari 
vow  he  nail  made,  never  to  keep  a  KuniP 
above  one  night,  and  put  her  to  death  dcii 
day.  His  onlv  thought  was  to  Ke  i'bt 
could  exha\i<«  her  store. 

Wi(h  thtf  iniention,  the  neitt  moming  bt 
prevented  Dinarzade^  and  an-nkened  ik 
Bill ta n esB  h in inclf,  asking  her  it'ehewi*i> 
theendol'all  her  stones. — At  the  o^M 
my  stories,  sir!  rcplieil  the  niltamai,  wr- 
pnsed  at  the  question,  I  am  lar  t'lniu  ihsL 
and  the  number  of  them  is  so  KTvat,  tbai  1 
caniM  tel  I  your  me^erty  how  mnnv  1  have 
yet  left ;  but  am  atraid  you  will  tie  icmr 
tired  with  hearing,  than  1  with  liOiig 


ABAmAN  NWUTS*  ENTKBX41MH£NT& 


«d  thB;nillani  but  let 
hkTB  flow  to  tcli  me. 

Tlia  Mltaoeai  tichohemzade,  encou- 
tlfed  with  IheiB  wards,  rhu),  I  Imve  oiltri 
WUMtaioed  your  mujesly  with  the  ftdveii- 
nirMbTlhc  ruinoui  caliiih  Huroun  Alm^ 
gfaid,  nbo  had  a  great  ninny  in  hii  lime 
but,  amoiii;  the  rest,  I  ihink  notifl  man 
worth]' of  youf  hetuiiig  Ih&D  tho  tbilon-iut^ 


II  tl,f  <■ 


<n  liuit  liila,  witb- 


huving  oUei'vJi  uii)  ttiiiiK  diKirdeii^, 

tliuy  crcvseil  tliu  river  in  lliu  liml  boat  ihSF 
iiiel  with,  mid  iiiiiltiLig  uiiother  tour  od  tM 
oilier  aitle,  cunie  over  tlie  bridge,  whieh 
liiriucd  tliccoiiiniuiiiciitiou betwixt tfaelwo 
parU  ol'  the  town. 

At  the  Icwt  ol'  the  bridge  they  mM  with 

I  an  <>lil  bliiiil  iniin,  «rtiu  ndked  altna  of  them : 

THa  Advtnturea  of  the  CalijA  Haroun  '  ilie  culiph  turiwd  itUiui.  and  put  *  piocad 


Alraaehid. 
Vour  majesty  caniiot  be  inMnaiblu,  bi 
mutt  have  e»perienceJ,  Ihnt  wc  un;  >om 
times  ill  mc)i  extriordlnary  tnLiispurtti  ' 
joy,  that  we  preacniiy  ominiunicale  Ih 
paanori  to  lliose  about  us,  or  easily  partal. 
''"■'--'rB;  ikild  soiiietiines  our  raeluiichol 
',  thnt  we  ftre  liisupportiLblc  " 


oTtheii 


|(^liiiio  hU  limol.  TlM  blind  mulpi*- 
I  aently  caught  hold  <il'  hu  liaud,  and  (toiled 
{ him.  Cliiiritiible  pi'nun,  slid  he,  whoevB- 
yiiu  arr,  wliom  tiul  hath  insiiiied  to  b»- 
'  F'lmr  ulniB  on  itu',  do  iiot  rclUHO  the  tavonr 
I  luk  vou,  to  ^ivc  iiii;  u  box  oa  the  car,  Sx 
I  <le;<ervc  thai  uiid  !i  greater  ijuoilhinait. 
Alter  tht»e  wonU,  he  let  tlie  catirh'f  hand 
=,v...,  .....L  ..^  ...V,  ..^yr^--:——.  .    i^that  he  miijlit  xtrikc,  but,  lor  Tear  bs 

:lve^,  and  arc  «o  iii^ruiHible  nl  ^ivihl'  I  should  ihub  on  without  doitig  it,  held  him 

any  oue  n  reaioii,  that  ahould  ask  U,  that  I  tu^t  by  liia  clollio. 

we  cannnt  account  for  it  ourselves.  The  culipli,  sururiacil  both  at  the  r«qiiM 

The  caliph  wus  one  day  in  one  of  the  r  |  und  uctimi  of  ihe  blind  man,  Mid,  I  camM 
Ifttler  fitt,  when  his  liiithTuI  and  favourin-  acquioae  witli  your  reuuost  1  will  mt 
gmnd  viaier  Gialar  canic  to  him.  Th  ii  leweii  the  merit  at'  my  charity,  by  treating 
minnler  finding  him  uloiie,  which  was  k  you  as  yuu  nvuld  have  uic.  After  theM 
dom  Ibe  case,  awl  perceiving  as  he  caiix  wunt^,  he  endeavourod  to  get  away£«n 
nearerio  him, that  be  wao  in  a  very  m'  the  blind  man. 
Iwacboj;  humour,  and  never  liflcd  up  lnn      The  blind  man,  who  expected  thii  re 

eye^  hie  iiopt  till  he  would  %-oucheale  i«  '    -        -.<■->        ,  .  .l_  i 

look  at  him. 

At  la>4  the  caliph  cant  bin  eyea  upi>ii 
(liitftir,  but  prewiitly  tiiiiied  llieiii  awiiy 
again,  ruid  reiuairied  in  tlie  Mumo  (XNture. 
motiooIeM  oa  belbre. 

The  erand  vizier  obtorving  nothing  in 
the  caliph's  eye^  which  regarded  liim  per- 
MMially,  tank  tliu  liberty  (>>  ttpi^ak  to  him 
andKtia,  Cuaiiiiaiider  of  the  IkiUiful,  w:!! 
)-our  nwjevty  ^ive  me  leave  to  ask  when< ' 
•~~—'i  thia  nielnuubolv,  ol'  which  y< 


,  did  lie,  turgive  my  boldnea 

imiiortuiiily ;  Idiisiivjouwuuldeitlieraivo 
nic  11  ttox  on  Ihe  eur,  or  take  your  alma 
back  again,  for  1  taiinol  receive  it  but  in 
that  ciHidilkHi,  witliout  breaking  anlemn 
oLtih  which  I  ha\'e  mvom  to  God:  and  il 
you  knew  the  rea«>n,  you  wouki  agree 
with   me,  tliat   the   puniahiiiLiit  iy  very 


sLghL 
The 


caliph,  not  caring  t 


be  detai: 


alwa)"*  wemcd  to  ine  m  little  fUF^eptiblc  1 1  any  longer,  yielding  to  the  imponunit/  d 

Indeed,  viieier,aiuwercdtiiecali|ili,r' —    •' -  '■'---" '■ -i.-i.. 

ine  up  his  counteiuuicu,  i  am  verr 

MJ^icet  to  it.  ami  bad  iwt  perceiveii  it  but 
liM-  you,  and  will  runiain  no  kxitfcr  iu  it.  ll' 
no  new  afliur  hroiiicht  you  tiitber,  you  will 
dome  apleuHure  by  iiivuiiliiig  rvnictliiii^ 
to  ilinpel  iL 

CoiiiiDuniler  of  Ihe  raiihrul.  replied  llir> 
gnutd  vizier,  my  duly  obliijid  me  lo  wni( 
OD  you,  ujul  I  lake  the  lilH-rty  lo  reniicul 
jmir  iniuwty.  tlutt  tlw  in  the  day  whiL-h 
7011  liavo  Hiiiniiiteil  10  iiilunn  yuun«ll'  ol 
the  guoil  govf  riiiiieiit  of  ymir  eiiinui!  und 
itaonvinMw;  anil  thiK  occiuikui  very  «ii|icir- 
tunclv  preittiita  it^-Jt'  to  dispel  dim-  clou'lt' 
wliicli  oiucure  your  luitunil  giiielv. 

You  do  witll  lo  remind  mc  replied  Uie 
cnliph,  lur  I  hud  enlimly  forgotten  it:  %<> 
luid  r.baiiice  your  drew,  wliilo  I    lu  tjic 


ich  pill  oi 


ttic  blind  mail,  gave  liim  a  very  alight 
blow:  when-u|Mo  he  immediately  kt  liim 
so,  and  iliuiikeil  and  blMeod  liim.  Whon 
tlie  calipli  and  visier  hiul  gut  lume  lunall 
itiHianoe  Inim  the  blind  man,  the  caliph 
siiil  to  the  vizier,  Thix  blind  miui  miM 
certiuiily  have  cuiiie  very  pubrtiuitial  lea- 
Koiii,  n-fiich  make  iiiin  beluivc  liinv«lr  in 
this  iiiaiiiier  tu  all  who  give  him  alms.  1 
siKHild  be  idud  to  kwiw  tliem;  therstbra 
return  and  tell  liim  who  I  nin,  mid  bid  him 
iti)i  fail  iocoiihMo  my  palace  about  prayer- 
lime  in  the  alleniooii,  that  I  inuy  have 
■iome  talk  wiih  him. 

The  graiHl  vizier  went  back,  bestowed 
hiK  idms  un  the  blind  man,  and  alter  he 
had  given  him  a  box  on  the  c^ir,  lold  him 
the  ciilipli'n  order,  and  then  returned  again 
lu  Ihe  caliph. 
When  tliey  tamt  into  die  town,  thev 
habnol't  lbf«i|   I   found  in  a  Riu,irc  a  gre.'U  concounv  ol 


1.  ami  under  that  disguwe  we:  i   spectaLora,  looking  at  e 

-.by  a  private doDTol' the  palaco-eardrii    tiiaped  youitf  man,  whc     

whkn  led  iiiiu  the  field*.    AllertlMgy  had.  anaie,  wfaidbaradeftdlapeedfouiidtha 
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place,  gpurrinff  and  whipping  the  poor 
ereat  jre  to  barbarously,  that  she  wai  all 
€/nr  sweat  and  blood. 
.  The  caliph,  amazed  at  che  inhumanity 
•f  the  vcNinff  man,  stopped  to  ask  the  peo- 
ple if  they  lunew  why  he  used  the  mare  so 
01;  but  could  learn  nothing,  except  that 
far  seme  time  post  lie  had  every  day,  at 
the  same  hour,  treated  her  after  the  same 
manner. 

As  they  went  alon^,  the  caliph  bid  the 
grand  vizier  take  particular  notice  of  the 
place,  and  not  fail  to  order  the  young  man 
to  come  the  next  day,  at  the  hour  appoint- 
ed to  the  blind  man.  But  belbre  the  ca- 
liph got  to  his  naloce,  he  obsierved  in  a 
Btreet,  whkh  he  had  not  passed  through  a 
ion^  time  before,  an  edifice  newly  built, 
which  seemed  to  him  to  be  tlie  palace  of' 
•ome  of  the  great  lords  of  the  court  He 
aiiced  the  grand  vizier  if  he  knew  to  whom 
it  belonged ;  who  answered  he  did  not,  but 
would  mquire;  and  thereupon  asked  a 
neighbour,  who  told  him  that  the  house 
was  one  Cogia  Hassan^s,  surnamcd  Alliab- 
bal.  upon  account  of  his  professbn  of  rope- 
aiilfing,  which  he  had  seen  him  work  at 
himself,  when  poor,  and  that  without 
knowing  how  fortune  had  favoured  him, 
he  had  got  such  sreat  wealth,  that  he  de- 
fira3red  honourably  and  splendidly  the  ex- 
penses he  had  been  at  in  building. 

The  grand  vizier  rejoined  the  caliph,  and 
gave  him  a  full  account  of  what  he  had 
heard.  I  must  see  this  Cogia  Hassan 
Alhabbal,  said  the  caliph,  therefore  go  and 
tell  him,  vizier,  to  cxxne  to  my  palace,  at 
the  same  hour  you  have  ordered  the  other 
two.    Accordingly  the  vizier  obeyed. 

The  next  day,  after  atlernoon  prayers, 
the  caliph  retired  to  his  own  ainrtinent, 
and  the  gnuid  vizier  introduced  the  three 
persons  we  have  been  speaking  of,  and 
presented  them  to  the  caliph. 

They  all  three  prostrated  themselves 
before  the  caliph,  and  when  they  rose  uj) 
again,  the  caliph  asked  the  blina  man  his 
name,  who  answered,  it  wits  Baba  Abdalla. 

Baba  Abdalla,  replied  the  caliph,  your 
manner  of  asking  alms  schemed  so  strange 
to  me  yesterday,  that  if  it  had  not  been  lor 
some  certain  considerations,  I  should  not 
have  com]>lied  with  your  request,  but 
should  have  prevented  vou  from  giviiif  any 
more  offence  to  the  public.  I  ordered  you 
to  come  hitlier,  to  know  from  yourself  what 
induced  you  to  make  that  indiscreet  oath 
you  have  told  me  of,  that  I  may  judge 
Whether  you  have  done  well,  and  il^I  ought 
to  suffer  you  to  continue  a  practice  that  ajv 
pears  to  me  to  set  so  ill  an  example.  Tell 
me  freely  how  so  extravagant  a  thought 
came  into  your  head,  and  do  not  disguise 
any  thing  lirom  me,  for  I  will  absolutely 
know  the  truth. 

Baba  Abdalla,  intimidated  by  this  repri- 
mand, cast  himself  a  second  time  at  the 
ibot  or  the  caliph's  throne,  with  his  face  to 


ma; 
you 


• 

the  graood,  and  whea  he  rae  up  mgun, 
said,  Commander  of  the  faithTnl,  1  bmH 
humbly  ask  your  majesty^  pardoDfiirnj 
boldnea,  in  daring  to  requiitL  and  almost  * 
force  you  to  do  a  thing  wfaico  indeed  •!► 
pears  so  contrary  to  reason.  I  acknofwkdgv 
my  crime ;  but  as  I  did  not  then  know  root 

kjesty.  I  implore  your  clemency,  and  hope 

1  will  consider  my  ignoranee. 

As  to  the  extravagance  of  my  action,  1 
own  it,  and  that  it  must  seem  stmnge  to 
mankind ;  but  in  the  eye  of  Qod  it  is  a  very 
slight  penance  I  have  enjoined  myself  nr 
an  enormous  crime  I  am  guilty  of;  and  for 
which,  if  all  the  |)eople  in  the  wmd  were 
each  to  give  me  a  box  on  the  ear,  it  wooU 
not  be  a  sufficient  atonement.  Your  ma- 
jesty will  judge  of  it  yourself,  when,  in 
telling  my  story,  in  obedience  to  your  eom- 
man£,  I  shall  let  you  know  what  that 
heinous  crime  was. 

The  Story  of  the  Blind  Man  Baba 
Abdalla. 

Commander  of  the  faithful,  continoed 
Baba  Abdalla.  I  was  bom  at  Bagdad^  end 
had  a  pretty  fortune  left  me  by  mv  nUher 
and  mother,  who  died  a  few  days  after  each 
other.  Though  I  was  then  but  very  yooqg, 
I  did  not  squander  away  my  fortone  ae 
most  young  men  do,  in  idle  expeans  and 
debauchery ;  on  the  contrary,  I  neglected 
no  opportunity  to  increase  it  by  my  in* 
dustry.  At  last  I  became  rk^h  enough  to 
purchase  fourscore  camels,  which  I  let  out 
to  merchants  for  caravans,  who  paid  me 
well  for  everv  journey  I  went  with  them 
throughout  the  extent  of  your  majeity^ 
dominions. 

In  the  midst  of  this  happiness,  and  with 
an  ardent  desire  of  growmg  much  richer, 
as  I  was  retumingone  day  with  my  camdi 
unloaded  from  BaLsora,  whither  I  had 
carried  some  merchandises  that  were  to 
be  embarked  for  tlie  Indies,  I  met  with  good 

{)asturage,  at  some  distance  from  any  ba- 
>itation ;  made  a  halt  there,  and  let  them 
graze  for  some  time.  While  I  was  seated, 
a  dervise,  who  was  walking  to  Balsorij 
came  and  sat  down  by  me  to  rest  hioiselL 
I  asked  him  from  whence  he  came,  and 
where  he  was  going,  and  he  put  the  same 
questions  to  me ;  and  when  we  had  satiifi- 
ed  each  other's  curiosity,  we  produced  our 
provisions  and  eat  together. 

During  our  repast,  after  we  had  talked 
of  many  indifferent  things,  the  dervise  tM 
me  that  he  knew  of  a  treasure  a  small  <^ 
tance  from  tlience,  where  there  were  such 
immense  riches,  that  if  all  my  fbunoori 
camels  were  loaded  with  gold  and  ieweh 
tliat  might  be  taken  from  it,  it  woold  ooC 
seem  as  if  any  thing  had  been  taken  awiif* 
This  good  news  surprised  and  chansad 
me  at  the  same  time;  and  I  waa  ao  onr- 
joyed,  that  I  could  scaroe  <^ftn»yin  mymIC 
I  could  not  believe  that  the  derrim  wm 
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capable  of  telling  me  a  fakity:  thereiore  1 
fell  upon  hit  neck,  and  aakl,  Good  dervne, 
I  know  vou  value  not  the  riches  of  thie 
world,  tnerefbre  what  lervice  can  the 
knowledge  of  this  treasure  be  to  you  7  You 
are  abiie,  and  cannot  carry  much  of  it 
away  with  you ;  show  me  where  it  is ;  I 
will  load  all  my  camek,  and  as  an  acknow- 
ledgement of  the  tavour  done  me,  will 
present  you  with  one  of  them. 

Indeed  I  ofiered  very  little,  bat  after  he 
had  commuuicated  that  secret  to  me,  my 
desire  of  riches  was  become  so  vwient,  that 
I  thought  it  a  great  deal,  and  Uxktd  upon 
the  seventy-nine  eamel  loads  which  1  re- 
served iix  mvself,  as  nothing  inoompariaon 
of  what  I  allowed  him. 

The  dervise,  though  he  saw  my  avarice, 
was  not  however  ansrry  at  the  unreasona- 
ble d^r  I  had  made  him,  but  replied,  with- 
out the  least  concern,  You  are  sensible, 
brother,  that  what  j^'ou  offer  me  is  not  pro- 
portionable to  the  kindness  you  ask  of  me. 
1  might  have  chosen  whether  I  would 
communicate  my  secret  to  you,  and  liave 
kept  the  treasure  to  myself:  but  what  I 
have  told  you  is  sufficient  to  dhow  you  my 
good  intentk)ns,  and  that  it  is  still  in  my 

Kwer  to  oblige  vou,  and  make  you  remem- 
r  me,  b  v  making  both  our  ibrtunes.  I 
liave  another  proposition  more  just  and 
equitable  to  make  to  you ;  it  lies  in  your 
own  breast  whether  or  no  you  will  agree 
to  it. 

You  say,  continued  the  dervise,  that  you 
have  iburecore  camels:  I  am  ready  to  carry 
you  to  the  place  where  tlie  treasure  lies, 
and  we  will  load  them  with  as  much  jewels 
and  gold  as  they  can  well  carry,  on  condi- 
tion, that  when  they  are  so  kiaded,  you 
will  let  me  have  one  half,  and  you  take  the 
other ;  after  whk:h  we  will  seoarate,  and 
carry  our  camels  where  we  think  fit.  You 
see  there  is  nothing  but  what  is  strictly 
equitable  in  this  division ;  for  if  you  give 
me  forty  camels,  you  will  get  by  m  v  means 
wherewithal  to  purchase  uiousanos  more. 

I  could  not  but  agree  there  was  a  great 
deal  of  justice  in  what  the  dervise  aiid: 
but,  without  consklering  what  riches  I 
should  gain  in  accepting  of  the  condition 
he  proposeil,  I  could  not  without  reluctiuice 
think  of  parting  with  my  forty  camels,  es- 
pecially when  1  considered  that  the  der- 
vise would  then  be  as  rich  as  myself,  and 
that  I  was  beforehand  making  an  ungrate- 
ful return  for  a  favour,  purely  gratuitous, 
which  I  had  not  yet  rect*-ived  from  the  der- 
vise. But  there  wiis  no  time  to  hesitate ; 
1  must  either  accent  of  tlie  j)roposal,  or  re- 
solve to  repent  ail  my  liletime  allor  of 
kmine,  by  my  own  fault,  an  opportunity  of 
obtaining  a  great  fortune.  Tnut  instant  I 
went  and  collected  all  my  camels;  and 
after  we  had  travelled  some  time,  we  came 
into  a  large  spacknis  valley,  the  entrance 
into  which  was  so  narrow,  that  two  camels 
eoutd-noC  go  abreast    Thotwomountaioi 


wliich  formed  this  vallcv  terminated  in  a 
semicirele,  but  wen^  so  fiigh,  craggy,  and 
impracticable,  that  there  was  no  fear  of 
being  seen  by  any  one. 

When  we  came  h<^tween  these  two 
mountains,  the  derviro  said  to  me,  Stop 
your  camels,  and  make  them  lie  down,  that 
we  may  load  them  the  easier,  and  I  will 
proceedf  to  discover  the  treasure. 

I  did  as  the  dervise  bid  me ;  and  going 
to  him  soon  afler^ found  him  with  a  match 
in  one  hand,  cathering  sticks  to  light  a  fire ; 
which  he  had  no  aooner  done,  than  he  cast 
some  incense  into  it,  and  pronouncing  cer- 
tain words,  which  1  did  not  underhand, 
there  preeently  arose  a  thick  ck>ud.  He 
divided  this  cloud,  when  the  rock,  though 
ot*  a  prodigKHis  perpendicular  height,  open- 
ed like  two  fbkfing-dor>r8,  and  exposed  to 
view  a  roa^nifioent  palace  in  the  hollow  of 
the  mountaui,  which  seemed  to  he  rather 
the  workmansliip  of  genics  than  men ;  for 
no  man  could  ever  have  thought  of  such  a 
bold  and  surprising  work. 

But  this,  I  must  tell  your  majesty,  waa 
an  aller-thought,  which  did  not  oecur  to 
mo  at  tlie  monieiiL  I  did  not  even  stop  to 
admire  the  imnient«e  riches  which  I  saw  on 
all  sides ;  and,  without  staying  to  observe 
tlie  just  regularity  in  which  the  treasures 
were  ranged,  Uke  an  eagle  seizing  her 
prey,  I  fell  upon  the  first  heap  of  golden 
money  tliat  I  >vas  near  to,  and  be^pm  to 
fill  tlie  sack  I  hail  in  my  haml  as  full  as  I 
could  ciirry  it.  The  sacks  were  all  large, 
and  with  my  good-will  I  would  have  filwd 
them  all ;  but  1  was  obliged  to  proportkm 
my  burden  to  the  strength  of  my  camels. 
The  dervise  did  the  same ;  but  I  perceived 
he  paid  more  attention  to  the  jewels^  and 
as  he  told  me  tlio  reason,  I  followed  his  ex- 
ample, and  i^*c  took  away  much  mora 
jewels  than  gold— When  we  had  filled  our 
Kacks,  and  loaded  our  camels,  we  Ivid  no- 
thing left  to  do  but  to  sliut  up  the  treasure, 
and  go  our  way. 

But  before  we  parted,  the  dervise  went 
again  into  the  treasure-,  where  tliere  werea 
great  many  wrought  veftieU  of  gold  of 
different  shapes  ana  materials.  I  observed 
that  he  took  out  of  one  of  these  vessels  a 
little  box  of  a  certain  wood,  whkh  I  knew 
not,  and  put  it  into  his  breast ;  but  fiiit 
showed  me  that  it  contained  only  a  lund  of 
pomatum. 

The  dervise  u»«d  the  same  ceremony  to 
shut  the  treasury  as  he  had  done  to  open 
it ;  and  atler  he  pronounced  some  certain 
words,  the  dtMirs  of  the  treasury  ihut  again, 
aihl  th(^  iixrk  si'eincd  as  whule  and  entire 
as  bi'lore. 

Then  we  divided  our  camels.  I  put  my- 
ttelf  at  the  head  of  the  forty  whklh  I  re- 
served tor  mytjclf  and  the  dcrvinK;  at  the 
head  of  the  rest  which  I  had  given  him. 
We  came  out  of  the  valley  by  the  same 
way  we  went  in,  and  travelled  together  till 
we  came  to  the  great  road,  where  we 
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rs  port  1  the  <l«rvue  (o  ^  U  Batsora,  and  I 
10  Bagdad.  To  ihank  nim  for  so  grenl  a 
kindness,  1  made  use  or  the  most  expre^ 
•ive  temig,  testilyin^  my  gratitude  Ibr  tiic 
prcrerencc  he  had  given  mn  belbrc  all  other 
raen,  in  tHtting'  nie  Imve  n  ithure  ofsiich 
richer  We  embraced  taich  other  with 
creutjoy,  and  takiiis;  our  leave,  went  our 
diltereiit  ways. 

I  had  not  goae  many  pacvii  to  ot'ertakc 
tny  camek  which  wtiiit  on  tlie  track  I  put 
Iliem  jiito,  Dctbre  the  demon  oi'  iiiirnitituile 
and  envy  took  poaie»ilon  of  uiy  tieari,  and 
1  deplored  the  Ion  of  iny  Ibrty  canielti,  and 
much  more  llie  richcH  ivliercivitti  thi'y 
were  lortded.  The  dt'r%-iN'.  saiil  I  to  my- 
seltj  has  IK>  orcafHin  lor  all  Ihupc  rlchts ; 
heumarterof  the  trpu4unr,aiid  may  liavo 
an  much  an  lie  pleniicf>.  So  I  gave  tiiy^elf 
VX>  to  the  UackrM  inKmlitmlc,  aiHl  drtcr- 
mined  jinmedialoly  to  tuke  the  caitieU  iviili 
their  loading  I'rom  htm. 

To  execute  tliii<  diwifn.  I  firvt  Kto|i|>ed 
my  own  cameb,  uimI  nlicm-imls  ran  utter 
the  dervinc  aiid  cal1c<l  tn  him  tu  loud  as  I 
eonkl,  ^viufc  lum  inuodcriland  tliiit  1  lia>l 
aomethini;  material  to  my  to  him.  iiinl 
made  a  hcii  to  him  tu  f.ia\t  hif.  and  Ray 
Ibr  me ;  which  lie  uccordintrly  did. 

When  1  caiuc  up  to  hini.  1  r'liJil.  Drntlicr. 
I  had  no  sooner  lutrteil  Iimih  ynii,  hut  [i 
tlwujcht  came  into  my  head,  whii-h  neither 
of  UB  had  rettecred  on  heSire.  Yuu  are  a 
eond  derv-icv.  uijed  to  live  in  tnLiupidlitv, 
3if«n^a|^  I'rom  all  the  cares  of  the  world, 
and  intent  otily  ujion  »'rvin?  GimI.  Vhu 
know  not,  perliops,  what  tmuhlc  }  ou  have 
taken  upon  younvili  lo  lake  mre  uf  xo 
many  camel&  If  yini  ivoulil  take  ray  ad- 
vice, vou  woidd  kei'i)  but  tliiny ;  yuii  will 
find  them  Ruflicienlly  troiihleaniic  1o  niaci- 
age.    Take  my  word ;  I  have  had  cxiie- 

I  believe  jiju  are  risht,  replied  the  der- 
y'me.  who  found  he  was  not  ahie  to  contend 
with  me;  I  own  1  never  thuu^htof  if.  I 
becin  already  to  be  oneaty  at  what  you 


have  represented  to  me.  ChooH  whkh 
ten  yon  pteai>e,  luul  take  them,  and  pi  on 
in  God'H  keeping'. 

I  set  ten  apart;  :u)d  atier  J  had  drrvn 
theni  ofli  I  put  them  in  the  riMd  to  follow 
my  other".  I  could  not  have  ii 
that  the  derviKO  woidd  be  bo  erui' 
ed  lo)iartwiLh  hi«camelB,  whir,,  ..  .. 
inv  rovetiinsnew",  and  moilc  me  flsitor  ray- 
i«lf  that  it  woulil  be  no  hant  matter  to  ^ 
ten  ninre.  Wherelbre^  intteaH  of  Uluikiiir 
him  lor  hU  present,  1  said  to  him  anin, 
Brother,  the  intere>jt  I  take  in  vourittio* 
iiiHO  great,  that  1  cannot  reaoFve  to  p«n 
with  >iin  without  desiring  vou  to  eoiMder 
onee  more  how  difficult  n  thiii;  it  is  in 
gwern  thirty  loaded  camels,  especially  tor 
ymi,  wlin  are  not  ubbiI  to  auch  work;  vm 
will  find  it  much  better  to  return  itic  ai 
many  more  back  as  yon  have  done  alrcoily. 
What  I  tell  you  in  not  for  my  own  gakt  abd 
interest,  hut  lo  do  you  the  <:rcuter  plea«Et. 
Kai«  yo(in«lf  tlien  of  the  camels,  und 
leave  them  tu  ine,  niio  can  manan  ■ 
hundred  ax  well  a»  one. 

Mv  <[iseniinw  had  thedesired  ef)eetUT<in 
the  itefvise,  wlio  jravo  me,  wiihoui  any  he- 
>iitalio[i,  the  other  ten  cumcln ;  to  ihni  be 
had  but  twentv  Icll,  and  1  tvaii  muster  M 
Ktxty,  and  mi^lit  bouft  nf  zreater  richv 
ihaii  many  wwereisin  prinee*.  Any  oue 
wriuld  have  thought  I  should  now  hate 
been  content;  but,  as  a  pc.rmn  nffiicted 
with  a  dropsy,  the  more  he  drink*  the  mow 
thirsty  he  IS.  sol  beeame  more  ^reedv  and 
diwirouM  of  the  oilier  twenty  camel*. 

I  reiloubled  my  Koliciiations.  praven.  an) 
imiiiirtnniliei:.  tn  make  the  dervise  conde- 
xreiid  to  (rrtiiil  ine  ten  iri'thelwenty,  whirb 
he  dkl  with  n  ciiid  E^raee ;  and  0.1  tn  thr 
other  ten  lie  nad  letl.  I  enibmr.ed  han 
ki»«d  him,  and  cnreiweil  him,  coniunnf 
him  not  in  refiu^  me,  but  to  complete  b« 
iiblisation  I  should  ever  have  to  him.  •> 
tliat  hecrowned  my  Joy  by  giving  metticn 
aho.  Make  a  good  uw  o)  tbem,  brotlM. 
baiil  the  dervise :  and  remember  tbiu  Oal 
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can  take  awar  riches  as  well  a*  give  them, 
ft*  we  do  not  asvist  tlie  poor,  whom  he  re- 
duces to  their  fsituation  on  nurpoee  that  the 
rich  may  rneiit  by  their  rlKinty  a  greater 
reco.-niM'iije  in  the  other  wurl  1. 

My  blindneds  was  ho  great  that  I  could 
not  profit  l>y  so  wholesome  advice.  I  waa 
not  content,  thouirh  I  had  my  ibrtv  camels 
again,  and  knew  they  were  loaded  with  an 
inei^tiniable  treasure.  But  a  thoui^ht  came 
into  my  he^id,  that  thelittic  box  ot'fiomatum 
wiiiciithedervii^showeJ  me  iHideamethinff 
in  it  more  prccioasi  than  all  the  riches  which 
I  was  oblii^eil  to  him  for.  The  i)lace  t'roiii 
whence  the  denisc  took  it,  Riid  I  to  rnvftch', 
and  \m  care  to  bccure  it,  makes  me  believe 
there  m  Eomething  mysterious  in  it.  This 
determined  me  to  (!oRomething  to  obtain  it. 
I  had  just  embrace<i  him,  and  batle  him 
adieu;  and  as  1  turne^l  about  from  him,  1 
said,  VV'hiit  will  you  do  with  that  little  box 
of  pomatum  ?  It  seems  such  a  trifle,  eaid  I, 
it  IB  not  worth  >'our  carrying  away.  I  en- 
treat you  to  make  me  a  present  oi*  it ;  lor 
what  occasion  has  a  dervLie,  as  you  are, 
who  has  renounced  tiie\*anitie8of  the  world, 
Ibrpomatum  ? 

Would  to  heaven  he  had  refused  me  that 
box  !  But  if  he  had,  I  was  stronger  tlian 
him,  ami  was  resolved  to  have  taken  it 
from  him  by  force  ;  that  ibr  mv  complete 
^ttisHictkNi  it  might  not  be  said  he  had  car- 
ried away  the  smallest  imrt  of  the  treasure. 

The  dervise,  far  from  denying  me.  pre- 
sently pulled  it  out  of  his  bosom,  an(l  pre- 
senting it  to  me  with  the  best  ffrace  in  the 
world,  said,  Here,  take  it,  brother,  and  be 
content :  if  I  could  do  more  for  you,  you 
needed  hut  to  have  asked  tor  it ;  I  am  ready 
to  satisfy  vou. 

When  I  had  the  box  in  my  hand,  I  open- 
ed it,  and  looking  at  the  pomatum,  said  to 
him,  Since  you  are  so  good,  I  am  sure  you 
will  not  refuiie  me  this  one  favour,  to  tell 
me  the  particular  use  of  this  pomatum. 

The  use  k  very  surprising  and  wonderful, 
replied  the  dervise  :  if  you  apply  a  little  of 
this  pomatum  round  the  let>  eye,  and  upon 
the  lid,  you  will  see  all  the  treasures  con- 
tained in  the  banm  of  the  earth  ;  but  if  you 
ap|>lv  it  to  the  right  eye,  it  will  make  you 
blind. 

I  would  make  the  experiment  myself: 
TVike  the  box,  saivl  I  to  the  dervise.  and  ap- 
ply some  of  this  pomatum  to  my  left  eye  ; 
vou  undersrand  how  to  do  it  better  than  I, 
for  I  long  to  exi)erience  what  seems  so  in- 
cretlihie  to  me.  Accordinffly, '  shut  mv  lefl 
eye  and  the  dervise  took  the  trouble  to 
apply  the  i^omatum.  When  he  had  done. 
I  o|)ened  my  eye,  and  wns  convinced  he  had 
told  mi!  trutlu  1  siiw  immense  treasures, 
and  such  prodis^mus  riches,  so  diversified, 
that  it  is  imixMsiole  for  me  to  give  an  ac-  >'ou  see  me  now. 
count  of  them ;  but  as  1  wtia  obliged  to  Ah !  dervise,  cried  I  that  moment,  what 
keep  my  right  eye  shut  with  my  hand,  an^l  you  foretold  me  is  but  too  true.  Fatal  cu- 
that  tired  me,  I  desired  the  dervise  to  apply  |  riosity !  added  I,  insatiable  desire  of  richea ! 
some  of  the  pooiatiim  to  that  e}'e.  mto  what  an  nbym  ofmiieries  hare  you  ease 
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I  am  ready  to  do  it,  said  the  dervise :  but 
you  must  remember  what  I  told  vou,  that  il 
you  put  any  of  it  upon  your  right  eye,  you 
would  imme  liately  be  blind  ;  such  is  tho 
virtue  of  die  iiomatum. 

Far  from  being  (lersuaded  of  the  truth  of 
what  the  dervise  saivl,  I  imagined,  on  the 
contrary,  that  there  was  some  new  mystery 
which  he  meant  to  hiile  ii-om  me.  Brother, 
replied  I,  smiling,  I  t^ce  plainly  you  wish  tu 
misleiid  me  :  it  is  not  natural  that  tiiis  po* 
matum  should  liave  two  such  contrary  ef 
iects. 

'i'he  thing  is  as  I  tell  you,  replied  tha 
dervise,  taking  the  name  of  God  to  bear 
witness :  you  ought  to  believe  me,  lor  I 
carmot  diseuise  the  truth. 

I  would  not  believe  the  dervise,  w1k> 
RDoke  like  an  honest  man.  My  insurmount- 
aole  desire  ot'  seeine  at  my  ease  all  the 
treasures  in  the  world,  and  perhaiw  of  en- 
ioyiiig  tliiit  pleasure  asoflen  us  I  had  a  mind, 
had  such  an  eflect  upon  me,  that  I  could 
not  hearken  to  his  remonstrances,  nor  be 
liersuaded  of  what  was,  however,  but  too 
true,  as  to  my  great  misfortune  I  soon  ex* 
perienced. 

I  persuaded  myself  that  if  that  pomatum, 
by  being  aitpliedf  to  the  lefl  eye,  liAd  the 
virtue  of  sliowing  me  all  the  treasures  of 
the  earth,  by  being  applied  to  the  right,  it 
might  have  tlie  (lower  of  putting  them  in 
my  disposal.  Possessed  with  this  thought, 
I  obstinately  pressed  the  dervise  to  apply 
the  pomatum  to  my  ri^ht  eye ;  but  he  as 
fositively  refused  me.  Brother,  said  he,  af- 
ter I  have  done  >'du  so  much  service,  1  can- 
not reiolve  to  do  you  so  great  an  mjury : 
consider  with  >'oun>elf  what  a  misfortune  it 
is  to  bit  depri\'ed  of  one's  eye-sight ;  do  not 
reduce  me  to  the  hard  necessity  of  obliging 
you  in  a  thing  which  you  will  repent  ot  bH 
your  lite  atler. 

I  persisted  in  my  obstinacy,  and  eaid  to 
him,  in  strong  terms^  Brother,  I  earnestly 
desire  you  to  lav  aside  all  the  difficulties 
you  start  Vou  nave  granted  me  mos:  ge- 
nerously all  that  I  have  asked  of  you  hi- 
therto, and  would  you  have  mc  go  away  die- 
satisfied  with  you  at  last  about  a  thing  of  so 
litile  consequence  ?  For  God's  sake,  grant 
me  ttiis  last  favour :  whatever  happens,  1 
will  not  lay  tlie  blame  on  you,  but  take  it 
u|K>n  myself  alone. 

The  dervise  made  all  the  resistance  jiot- 
sible  ;  but  seeing  that  I  was  able  to  force 
liim  to  (k)  it.  he  said,  Since  ypii  will  abso- 
lutely have  it  so,  I  will  satisfy  >-ou ;  and 
thereupon  he  took  a  little  of  the  fatal  poma- 
tum, and  applied  it  to  my  right  eye,  which 
I  kept  shut ;  but,  alas!  whenl  came  to  open 
it,  I  could  distinguish  nothing  with  either 
eve  but  thicic  darkness,  and  became  blind  a* 
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me !  I  am  now  sennible  what  a  misfortune 
I  havu  brought  upon  ni^fmlf;  but  you,  dcjir 
brother,  rrieti  I,  a(lt!res;infl:ni>'Fclf  to  the 
dernse,  who  are  so  charitable  and  ffood, 
amon^  the  many  wondertiil  secrets  you  are 
acquamted  ^vith,  have  vou  not  one  to  restore 
to  me  my  sight  again  1 

Miserable  wretch  !  answered  the  dervise, 
^  if  you  would  Jiavc  been  adyiseci  by  me,  you 
would  have  avtmled  thismislbrtune.butyou 
have  >-our  deserts ;  the  blindness  of  your 
mind  was  the  cause  of  the  loss  of  your  ey<^. 
It  is  true  I  have  secrets,  and  you,  in  the  lit- 
tle time  I  have  been  with  you,  might  know 
I  ha>ie  ;  but  I  have  none  to  restore  you  to 
your  sight.  Pray  to  God,  if  you  believe 
there  is  one :  it  is  He  alone  that  can  rejJtoi-e 
itto>-ou.  He  gave  you  riche.-s,  of  whirh 
you  were  unworthy,  and  takes  them  tiDui 
3'ou  again,  and  will,  by  my  hands,  give  them 
to  men  not  so  unsrnitcful  tis  you. 

The  dervipc  sjiiil  no  more,' ami  I  ha»l  no- 
fliin^  to  reply,  ilo  letl  me  to  myself,  over- 
whelmed with  confusion,  and  nlungcd  inin- 
exi)reR»ibIe  grief.  A  tier  he  ha<I  collected  my 
camels,  he  carried  them  away,  and  pursued 
tlie  roiul  to  Balsora. 

I  desired  him  not  to  lea^'C  me  in  that  mi- 
ecmble  condition,  but  toconductme  at  lea«t 
to  the  first  caravan ;  but  he  was  deaf  to  my 
prayers  and  entreaties.  Thus,  dei>rived  ol' 
night,  and  all  I  had  in  the  world,  I  should 
have  die/i  with  atlliction  and  hunger,  if  the 
next  day  a  caravan  returning  from  Uaisora 
hiid  not  received  mecharitably,  and  brought 
me  back  to  Bagdad. 

Ailer  thii*  manner  was  I  reduced  without 
remedy  fmm  acondition  wortiiy  the  f;nvy  ol' 
prii'ces  lor  riches  an<l  magnificence,  though 
not  tor  power,  toln^ggary  without  resource. 
I  ha<l  no  other  wayto  fiuhsi:5r,  but  must  re- 
solve to  ask  charily,  which  I  liave  done  till 
now.  But  to  oxpisite  my  otlencc  against 
God,  I  enjoined  myself,  byway  of  jH'nance, 
a  box  on  the  ear  from  every  rharitable  ))er- 
8on  that  should  coinmir-crati*  my  conditutn. 

This,  commander  of  the  faithfid,  is  the 
motive  which  seemed  so  stningc  to  yournia- 
jei*ty  yesterday,  and  tor  wliich  I  ought  to 
incur  your  indignation.  1  ask  your  pardon 
once  more  ns  your  slave.  an<l  submit  to  re- 
ceive tlie  chcistisement  I  deserve.  Anil  if 
you  vouch-safc  to  pmnounce  any  thing  on 
the  iKMiaiicc  I  have?  iniix)i5e<l  u\x)n  myt-elf,  I 
am  ready  to  undergo  it,  sinr.e  I  am  per- 
Buaded  u)u  lliink  it  too  slight  and  much  too 
little  Ibr  my  crime. 

Wiien  tlie  blind  man  had  mailc  an  end  of 
his  story,  the  caliph  sjiid.  Baba  Abdalhi, 
your  sin  is  ;Lrreat ;  but  God  be  praised,  you 
know  l)olh  the  enormity  of  that;  and  your 
penance — It  is^  enough.  You  must  ron- 
tinue  it  hencL-lorlh,  not  ceasing  to  ask  of 
CfOil  pardon  lor  ii  in  tfvery  nniyer  your  rt;li- 
gioii  ()bliire.=*  you  to  say  daily  ;  and  that  y()U 
may  not  bo  prevjmted  by  the  care  of  g<*t- 
ting  v-our  living,  I  will  Kettle  a  charity  on 
yon  during  j-our  lilc  of  lour  silver  drach- 


mas a  day,  whk;h  mv  grand  vimer  thall 
grive  you  ;  therelbre  do  not  go  away,  but 
wait  till  he  ha^i  executed  my  ordera. 

At  these  words,  Baba  Abdalla  prostrated 
himself  before  tlie  caliph's  thm:ie.  and  ri- 
sing up.  returned  him  thankv,  and  wished 
him  all  happine^ss  and  nrosperity. 

'I'he  c^iliph  Haroun  Alrasrhid,  very  well 
satisHed  with  the  story  of  Baba  Andalla 
and  the  dervise,  addn^sif«<l  himself  to  the 
younj^  man  who  used  his  marc  so  ill,  and 
ask&l  him  his  name  ;  to  wliich  he  replied, 
it  was  Si«li  Nonman.* 

Sidi  Nonman,  then,  said  the  caliph.  I 
have  seen  horses  exerci:?cd  all  my  life,  and 
have  often  exercised  them  mysell'  but  ne- 
ver alter  so  barbarousa  manner  as  you  yes- 
terday trcjited  your  mare  in  the  full  square, 
to  the  great  offence  of  all  the  spectators, 
who  nmrmurcd  loudly  at  it.  I  m>'8elf  wai 
not  less  di^t)leiLsed,  and  had  like,  contrary 
to  my  intention,  to  ha\'e  discovered  who  I 
was,  to  have  remedied  that  disorder.  By 
your  air  and  t>chaviour  you  do  rHitseem  to 
he  a  barbarous  and  cruel  man  ;  and  there- 
fore I  would  lain  believe  that  you  had  rea- 
son for  what  you  did,  since  I  am  informed 
that  tills  was  not  the  first  time,  but  that 
you  practise  the  same  thing  every  day.  I 
would  know  what  is  the  cause,  and  «nt 
tor  you  Ibr  that  punx)se,  that  you  shouJd 
tell  me  the  truth,  and  disgui^  nothing  tram 
me. 

Sidi  Nonman  soon  understood  what  the 
caliph  demanded  of  him.  The  relation  was 
painful  to  him.  He  changed  colour  several 
times,  and  could  not  help  showing  how 
greatly  he  w;is  embarrassed.  However,  he 
must  resolve  to  tell  his  story  :  but  beloie 
he  si>okp.  he  pi-ostraterl  himself  bctbre  the 
caliph's  throne,  and  alter  he  rose  up  a£ain, 
endeavoured  to  s|«cak.  U>  .satisfy  the  caliph, 
but  Wits  so  cx)nibunded,  not  so  much  at  the 
presence  of  the  cnlipli,  n»  by  the  nature  of 
his  relation,  that  he  wjis  s|iecrhh*s6. 

The  caliph,  notwithstauiling  his  natural 
im|Kitienc«  to  be  oheveJ,  showed  not  the 
least  anger  at  Sidi  Xoiunaii'.s  silence:  be 


sjiw  plainly,  that  he  either  had  not  a 
ranee  tosi)eak  before  him.  or  was  intixnidi- 
ted  by  the  tone  of  his  voice  :  or,  in  short 
that  there  wjis  something  to  be  conceaJei 
in  his  story. 

Sidi  Nonman,  said  the  caliph,  to  encoa- 
nige  him,  recollect  yourself;  hut  tell  your 
story  as  if  you  were  sjKMikiiig.  not  to  me. 
but  to  your  most  liuniliar  friend.  If  there 
is  any  thing  in  your  relation  which  troub!«4 
vou.  and  you  think  I  may  lie  offended  at  c 
\  (Kirdon  you  now  :  there!i>re  bo.  not  uwa- 
sy,  but  speak  boldly  and  I'reely,  and  di^gnae 
nothin^^ 

Sidi  iVonman.  encouraged  by  these  iwt 
words  of  the  caliph,  said,'  Conimaodfr  at' 

*  In  the  French  it  is  Sidi  Noman,  anA  Sih 
man  is  the  nanxs  of  a  king  of  one  of  thr  dyiui»- 
tics  in  llerhck)!. 
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the  faithful,  whatever  appreheraions  a  man 
may  be  under  at  your  niajesty^s  presence, 
I  am  sensible  that  respecttul  apprehension 
would  not  deprive  me  of  tlie  use  ol'  my 
speech,  so  as  to  fail  in  my  obedience  to  you, 
in  giving  you  satistUction  in  any  other 
matter  hut  this  you  now  ask  of  nie.  I  dare 
not  say  I  am  tlie  most  i)erlect  of  men ;  yet 
I  am  not  wicked  enough  to  have  committed, 
or  to  have  had  an  intention  of  committing 
any  tiling  againgt  the  laws,  to  tear  their 
saveriU' ;  and  yet  I  cannot  say  I  am  ex- 
eftipt  from  sin  through  ignorance.  In  this 
case  I  do  not  Kiy  that  I  depend  upon  your 
majesty's  pardon,  but  will  pubniit  mvt^lf  to 
your  justice,  and  nn^civc  the  punishment  1 
deserve.  I  own  that  the  niamier  in  which 
I  have  lor  some  time  treate4l  my  marc,  and 
which  your  nuiictfty  wjis  witness  of,  is 
strange  and  cruel,  and  sets  an  ill  example : 
but  I lio^ie  you  will  think  the  motive  well 
gromuled,  and  that  1  am  more  worthy  of 
compnsi<ion  tluin  chastiriement:  but  not  to 
keep  your  majestv  any  longer  in  HU:i*penh^> 
by  a  long  preamble,  I  wiH  tell  you  my  story. 

The  Sloty  of  Sidi  Nonman. 

Commander  of  the  faithful,  said  Sidi 
Nonman,  I  shall  not  trouble  your  majesty 
with  my  birtlu  whk^h  is  not.  illustrious 
enough  to  merit  your  attention.  For  my 
fortune,  my  parents,  by  their  good  economy, 
lell  me  enough  to  live  on  Tike  an  honest 
man,  free  from  ambitk)n,  or  being  burden- 
some to  any  one. 

With  these  advantages,  the  only  thing 
that  I  wanted  to  render  my  happiness  com- 
plete, was  an  amiable  wife,  who  might 
share  them  with  me ;  but  that  wits  a  bleds- 
ijig  it  di(l  not  please  Cvod  to  grant  me :  on 
the  contnirv,  it  \vwi  my  mistort-une  to  have 
one,  who,  the  very  next  day  allcrour  wed- 
ding, began  to  exercitie  my  i)jitience  in  a 
manner  not  to  l>e  conceived  by  any  one 
tliat  hi  IS  not  had  the  same  trial. 

As  it  is  a  custom  ior  us  to  marry  without 
seeing  or  knowing  whom  we  are  to  marry, 
vour  majf^sty  is  M^iu-ible  that  a  huslKimi 
has  iK>  reiuon  to  complain,  when  he  fmds 
that  the  wile  that  luis  beiMi  chosen  for  him, 
is  not  horribly  u^Iy  ami  deformed,  and  that 
her  carriaj^e,  wit.  and  U^haviour,  make 
amende  lor  any  slight  imiierfections  ot'  the 
bmlv. 

The  first  time  I  naw  my  wife  with  her 
face  inicovereti,  aller  she  was  brought 
home  with  the  asual  cen;monIes  to  my 
house,  I  rejoKMHl  ti)  fuid  that  1  hiul  not  been 
im|N>«ed  u|x)n  in  the  description  of  her  per- 
nio: i,  which  pleased  me,  and  she  was  per- 
fect Iv  ai^R'eable  to  my  mclinatk)n. 

Tlie  next  day  after  our  wo^lding,  when 
our  dinner  was  served  up,  which  consisted 
of  several  dishis,  I  wtMit  into  the  room 
where  the  clotli  was  laid,  and  not  finding 
my  wife  there,  ordered  her  to  be  callea. 
Alter  making  me  wait  a  long  time,  at  last 


she  came.    I  dissembled  mv  impatieaoei 
and  we  sat  down  to  table,  ana  I  began  with   ' 
the  rice,  which  1  took  up  with  a  spoon,  at 
usual. 

On  the  other  liand,  my  wile,  instead  of 
making  use  of  a  spoon,  as  every  body  doei^ 
pulled  a  little  case  out  ot'  her  pocketi  ana 
took  out  ot*  it  a  kind  of  ear-picker,  wi^i 
which  she  picked  up  tlie  rice,  and  put  it 
into  her  mouth,  gniin  by  grain. 

Surprised  at  this  manner  of  eating,  I 
said  to  her,  Amina,  wliich  was  her  namdi 
are  you  useii  to  eat  rice  so  in  your  family, 
or  do  you  do  it  because  you  are  a  little 
eater,  or  would  you  count  tlie  grains,  that 
yuu  may  not  eat  more  at  one  time  •  than 
iinother  ?  Il*  you  do  it  out  of  savingueH^ 
or  to  teach  me  not  to  be  extra\'agant,  you 
have  no  rea^n  to  tear  tliat,  and  1  can  m- 
sure  you  we  shall  not  ruin  ounselves  thai 
way.  We  have,  God  be  thanked,  enough 
to  live  at  our  ease,  without  depriving  our- 
sel  ves  of  neces^mes.  Do  not  restrain  your- 
self, my  dear  Amina,  but  eat  as  you  lee 
me  eat.  The  kind  manner  in  which  I 
made  these  remonstrances  might  have  pro* 
duced  some  obliging  answer ;  but  tho, 
witliout  saying  a  word,  continued  to  eat 
ailer  the  same  mamier.  At  last,  to  make 
Die  the  more  uneas/,  she  ate  a  grain  of  rice 
occasionally ;  and  instea^l  of  eating  any  of 
the  other  meats  with  me,  she  onlv  i«ow  and 
then  put  some  crumbs  of  bread  into  her 
mouth,  but  not  so  much  as  asparrow  would 
have  eaten. 

I  was  very  much  provoked  at  her  obsti* 
nacy ;  but  yet,  to  indulge  ami  excuse  her, 
I  imagined  tliat  site  hau  not  been  used  to 
eat  witli  men,  much  more  with  a  husbcuidi 
liefbre  whom  she  might  iierha^have  been 
taught  to  restrain  hersell';  but  at  the  same 
time  thought  she  carriinl  it  too  tar  out  ol 
pure  t^impTicity.  1  l'ancie<l  again  that  she 
might  have  breaktiisted  late,  or  that  she 
might  have  a  mind  to  eat  alone,  and  more 
at  lil)erty.  These  considerations  prevented 
me  t'rnm  sayinic  any  more  to  her  then,  to 
niHle  her  temitcr,  or  to  slinw  any  sign  of 
dieuatislaction.  Al\er  diniu^r  I  letl  her,  but 
not  witli  an  air  that  showed  any  displea- 
sure. 

At  8ui>per  slie  did  the  same  tiling ;  and 
the  next  day,  and  every  time  we  ate  tug^ 
ther,  behaved  henii*lf  atter  the  stune  man- 
ner. I  knew  it  wns  im|x>s.-iible  t*or  a  woman 
to  live  on  so  little  IixmI  as  she  took,  iuhI  that 
there  was  some  mvstery  in  it,  wliich  I  did 
not  understand.  This  made  me  i-esolve  to 
dissemble ;  I  a|ii>eared  to  take  no  notice  of 
her  actiont:,  inli()|)es  that  time  would  bring 
her  to  live  with  me  as  I  de^^ired  slie  should. 
But  my  hni)(\4  were  in  vain,  and  it  was  not 
long  belore  I  wiis  convinced  they  were  sow 

One  night,  when  Amina  thought  me  fast 
asleep,  ma  got  out  of  bed  sulUy,  ikessed 
herself  with  great  preciiution,  avoidhigany 
noise  tor  fisar  ot*  waking  me.  I  coulu  not 
comprehcDd  what  her  design  was,  but  cu- 
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lionty  made  me  (h\gn  a  sound  sleep ;  and 
M  soon  as  she  had  dressed  herself,  she  went 
softly  out  of  the  room  without  making  any 


As  soon  as  she  was  gone  out,  I  got  up, 
threw  my  gown  over  niy  shouiders,  ami 
hlid  time  enough  to  see  by  a  window,  that 
looked  into  my  court-yard,  that  she  opened 
the  street-door  and  went  out 

I  ran  presently  down  to  the  door,  which 
die  lefl  half  open,  and  followed  her  by 
moonlight,  till  I  saw  her  go  into  a  burying- 
grounojust  by  our  house.  I  ^ot  to  the  end 
of  the  wall,  taking  care  not  to  be  ecen,  and 
looking  over,  saw  Amina  with  a  goule. 

Your  majesty  knows  that  the  goulcA  of 
both  sexes  are  wandering  dcmoni?,  which 
generally  infest  old  buildings ;  from  whence 
tney  rxati  out,  by  surprise,  on  people  that 
MUM  by,  tdll  them,  and  eat  tlieir  flesh ;  and 
he  want  of  such  prey,  will  sometimes  go 
in  the  night  into  burvm^-^rounds,  and  feed 
opon  dead  bodies,  wnicn  tliey  dig  up. 

I  was  in  a  terrible  surprise  to  see  my 
wile  with  this  goule.  They  dug  up  a  dead 
body  which  had  been  buried  but  that  dav, 
and  the  goule  cut  off  pieces  of  the  fle^h, 
which  they  ate  together  by  the  grave-side,, 
conversing  togetner  very  quietly  during 
their  cruel  and  inhuman  repast.  But  I 
was  too  iar  off  to  hear  their  discourse, 
which  must  have  been  as  strange  as  their 
repast,  the  remembrance  of  which  still 
makes  me  shudder. 

"When  they  had  made  nn  end  of  this 
horrible  feast,  they  threw  the  dead  body 
into  the  grave  again,  and  filled  it  up  with 
the  earth  they  had  dug  out.  I  letl  them  at 
their  work,  and  made  haste  home,  and 
leavinsr  the  door  half  open,  as  I  found  it, 
went  into  my  chamber,  and  to  bed  again, 
where  I  pretended  to  be  fast  asleep. 

Soon  allcrwards  Amina  returned  witliont 
the  least  noise,  undressed  hei'scif,  and  came 
to  bed  again,  rejoiced,  as  I  imasrined,  that 
she  had  succeeded  so  well  witliiout  being 
discovered. 

My  mind  was  so  I'uII  of  the  idea  of  so 
barbarous  and  abominable  an  action  as  I 
had  peen,  that  I  felt  a  ffroat  reluctance  to 
lie  by  a  person  who  had  been  guilty  of  it. 
and  was  a  lon^  time  before  1  could  fall 
asleep  again.  However.  I  got  a  phort  nap ; 
but  waked  at  the  first  call  to  public  prayers 
at  daybreak,  got  up,  dressed  myself,  and 
went  to  the  mosque. 

Atler  prayers,  I  went  out  of  the  town, 
and  spent  the  morning  in  walking  in  the 
gardens,  and  thinking  what  I  should  do  to 
oblige  my  wife  to  change  her  manner  of 
lile.  I  rejecteil  all  the  violent  measures 
that  came  into  my  thoughts,  and  I  resolved 
to  use  ail  gentle  me:uis  to  cu^e  that  un- 
happy inclination  of  hers  j  and  these 
thoughts  brought  me  insensibly  home  by 
dinner- time. 

As  Kxm  as  Amina  saw  me  come  in,  she 


ordered  dinner  to  be  served  ap ;  and  as  1 
saw  she  persisted  hi  the  same  maooer  of 
eating  rice  by  single  grains,  I  said  to  her, 
with  all  the  moderatk>n  possible,  Yoa 
know,  Amina,  what  reason  I  have  to  be 
surprised,  when  the  next  day  after  our 
marriage  I  saw  you  eat  rice  in  so  small  a 
quantitv,  and  in  a  manner  which  would 
have  of)ended  any  other  husband  but  me : 
you  know  also,  I  contented  myself  with 
telling  you,  that  I  was  uneasy  at  it,  and 
desir^  you  to  eat  of  the  other  nieats,  whk^ 
I  ordered  to  be  dressed  several  wavi,lb 
endeavour  to  suit  your  taste:  and  1  am 
sure  my  table  did  not  want  for  variety :  but 
all  my  renionstianc^*s  have  had  no  effect 
upon  you,  and  you  pi'rsist  in  your  old  way. 
I  have  said  nothing,  because  I  would  nut 
constrain  you,  and  should  be  sorry  that  any 
thing  I  now  say  should  make  you  uneasy; 
but  tell  mc,  Amina,  I  conjure  you.  are  not 
the  meats  served  up  at  my  table  better 
tlian  dead  flesh  ? 

I  had  no  sooner  pronounced  these  lart 
words,  but  Amina,  who  perceived  that  I 
had  watched  her  last  nie  lit,  flew  into  a  rage 
beyond  imaginatk)n.  Her  face  was  as  red 
as  scarlet,  her  eyes  ready  to  start  out  of  her 
head,  and  she  foamed  with  passion. 

The  terrible conditk>n  I  saw  her  in  frirbt* 
ened  me  so  much,  that  I  stood  roociofiMSi, 
and  was  not  able  to  deiend  myself  acainst 
the  horrible  wk^kedness  she  meortated 
against  me,  and  which  will  surprise  your 
majesty.  In  the  violence  of  her  jpasaon. 
she  dipi)cd  her  hand  into  a  hnsin  or  water, 
which  stood  just  by  her,  and  mutterine 
between  her  tei»th  some  words,  wliich  1 
could  not  hear,  she  threw  some  water  in 
my  fricp,  and  said  to  me  in  a  furious  tone, 
Wretch,  receive  the  punishment  of  thy 
curiosity,  and  become  a  dog. 

No  sooner  had  Amina,  \vnom  I  knew  not 
to  be  a  sorceress  till  then,  pronounced  these 
diaholic.il  words,  but  I  was  immediately 
changed  into  a  dos^.  My  amazement  aod 
rnirprisJC  at  so  sudden  and  unexpected  a 
clianse  pi-evcntcil  my  thinking  at  finctol 
prov'i<iin«;  tor  my  salety.  till  she  took  up  a 
s^reat  s^lick  to  beat  mc,  with  which  she  laid 
on  such  heavy  blows,  that  1  wontier  ihef 
did  not  kill  inc.  I  thought  to  have  escapeil 
her  rage,  by  running  into  tht^  yard :  but  the 
pursued  me  with  the  same  tiirv,  ami.  noi- 
wilhstandins:  all  mv  acliviiy.  1  could  not 
avoid  her  blows.  At  last,  when  she  mu 
tired  of  runnin£r  afler  me  and  heating  me. 
and  in  despair  that  slie  had  not  killed  me 
aa  she  desired,  she  thought  of  a  new  waf 
to  do  it :  she  half  of^ened  the  street-dinr, 
that  she  migfit  squeeze  mc  to  de^tth  in  if, 
as  1  ran  out  to  prescrx-e  niv  lite.  Dc^  u  t 
was,  1  prcsfeiitiy  perceived  her  permriooi 
design ;  and  as  present  danger  inspire!  a 
presence  of  mind,  to  elude  her  vigilance  I 
watched  her  fac^  and  motions  so  weiL  that 
I  took  my  opportunity,  and  pnsend  through 
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qniek  eiioiis:h  to  lave  my  life  and  eecape 
Mr  roaliee,  thouo^h  the  pinched  the  end 
of  017  tail. 

The  pain  I  felt  made  me  cry  out  and 
howl  a*  I  ran  alon^  the  atreett,  which 
brought  all  the  do^^  out  upon  me,  and  I 
got  bit  by  ■everal  of  them  ,*  but  to  avoid 
their  pursuit  I  ran  into  the  shop  of  a  mem 
who  Bold  boiled  sheep's  hejids,  tongues,  and 
leet.  where  I  saved  mvselK 

The  man  at  first  took  my  part  with  much 
eompassion,  by  driving  away  the  dcj^  that 
followed  me,  and  would  have  run  mto  his 
houdC.  M^  Hrst  care  was  to  creep  ii^to  a 
corner  to  hide  myself;  but  I  found  not  the 
sanctuxiry  aiul  pmtection  I  hoped  tor.  My 
host  was  one  of  those  extra vus^uitly  super- 
ttitiowi  persons,  who  think  do^  uncfeaii 
creatures,  and  if  by  chance  one  should 
happen  to  touch  them  in  the  streets,  cannot 
use  soap  and  water  enough  to  wash  their 
garments  clean.  AUer  the  do^  who 
chase<t  me  were  all  dispersed  and  ^ne,  he 
did  all  he  could  to  lirive  me  out  oi*his  house 
that  day :  but  I  was  hid,  and  out  ol'  his 
reach,  and  spent  that  ni^ht  in  his  sliop  in 
■pite  of  him ;  and  indeed  I  had  need  of 
rest,  to  recover  ader  Amina's  ill  treatment. 

But  not  to  weary  your  majesty  with  tri- 
fling circumstances,  1  shall  not  (larticularize 
the  melancholy  reflections  I  made  on  my 
metamorphosis ;  hut  only  tell  you,  that  my 
host  goinf  out  the  next  morning  to  lay  in  a 
■tock  of  iJieep^s  hetids.  tongues,  and  trot- 
ters, when  he  returned  he  o|)ened  his  shop, 
and  while  he  was  laying  out  his  goods,  I 
crept  out  of  my  corner,  and  got  among 
some  other  dogs  of  the  neighbourhood,  who 
had  followed  my  host  by  the  scent  of  his 
meat,  and  surrounded  the  shop,  in  expec- 
tation of  having  some  thrown  to  them.  I 
joined  them,  and  put  mvself  among  them 
In  a  begging  posture.  My  host  observing 
me,  and  considering  that  1  had  eaten  no- 
thins  while  I  lay  in  the  shop,  distinguished 
me  from  the  rec^t,  by  thro^ving  me  larger 
pieces  of  meat,  and  oftener  than  the  other 
dogs.  After  he  had  given  me  as  much  as 
he  thought  fit,  I  looked  at  him  earnestly, 
and  wagged  my  tail,  to  show  him  I  begged 
he  would  repeat  his  favours.  But  he  was 
inflexible,  and  opposed  my  entnmco  with  a 
stick  in  his  hand,  and  with  i^o  unkind  a  look, 
that  I  was  forced  to  go  and  seek  a  new 
habitation. 

Some  houses  farther  I  stooped  at  a  ba- 
ker's shop,  who  was  of  a  lively  gay  temper, 
quite  the  reverse  of  the  other  man,  who 
was  eaten  up  with  melancholy.  He  was 
then  at  breiikfaHt,  and  tho\ierh  I  made  no 
ngn  that  I  asked  for  any  thin^,  he  threw 
me  a  bit  of  bread.  Instead  ot  catching  it 
up  gree<ltly,  as  other  dogs  do,  I  looked  at 
him,  moving  my  head  and  wagging  my 
tail,  to  show  my  gratitude;  at  which  he 
WM  mightilr  pleased,  and  miled.  Though 
1 WM  not  hungry,  1  ate  the  piece  of  bread 
la  please  him, and  I  ate  ifewiy, tothow 


hhn  that  it  was  out  of*  respect  to  him.  Ho 
observed  this,  and  let  me  continue  near  the 
shop.  I  sat  down  and  turned  myself  to  the 
street,  to  show  him  I  only  then  wanted  his 

Crotectk>n ;  which  he  not  only  granted,  but 
y  his  caresses  encouraj^ed  me  to  come  into 
the  house.  This  I  did  m  a  way  that  show* 
ed  it  was  with  his  leave.  He  was  pleased, 
and  showed  me  a  place  where  to  lie,  which 
I  took  paaBefiak>n  of,  and  kept  while  1  lived 
with  him.  I  was  always  well  treated ;  and 
whenever  he  breakfasted  ^  dined,  or  supped, 
I  had  my  share  of  provisions ;  and,  for  mj 
part,  I  loved  him.  and  was  as  tiuthful  as 
gratitude  required  of  me.  I  always  had 
my  eyes  upon  him,  and  he  scarce  stirred 
out  of'  doors,  or  went  into  the  citv  on  busi- 
ness,  but  I  was  at  his  heels.  I  was  the 
more  exact,  because  I  perceived  my  atten- 
tion pleased  him;  tor  whenever  he  went 
out,  without  giving  me  time  to  see  him,  he 
would  call  Chance,  which  was  the  name 
he  gave  ine. 

At  this  name  I  used  to  spring  from  my 
place,  jump,  and  caper,  and  run  oelbre  the 
door,  an  1  never  cease  fawning  on  him  till 
he  went  out ;  and  then  I  alv^ays  either  fol 
lowed  him,  or  ran  before  him,  always  look- 
ing at  him  to  show  my  joy. 

I  had  lived  some  time  with  this  baker, 
when  a  woman  came  one  day  into  the  shop 
to  buy  some  bread,  and  giving  my  master 
a  piece  of  bod  money,  among  some  good, 
he  perceived  it,  returned  it,  and  asked  for 
another. 

The  woman  refused  to  take  it  again,  and 
aflirmcd  it  to  be  good.  The  baker  main- 
tained the  contrary,  and  in  the  dispute  told 
the  woman  he  was  sure  that  the  piece  of 
money  was  to  visibly  false,  that  his  dor 
could  distinguish  it ;  upon  which  he  called 
Chance,  Chance,  and  I  jumped  immedi- 
ately on  the  counter,  and  the  baker  throw- 
ing the  money  down  before  roe,  said,  See, 
and  tell  me  which  of'  these  pieces  is  bad ! 
I  looked  over  all  the  pieces  of  money,  and 
then  set  my  paw  uixm  that  which  was  bad, 
(KpciRited  it  from  the  rest,  looking  in  my 
master's  face  to  show  it  him. 

The  baker,  who  only  called  me  to  banter 
the  woman,  was  verv  much  surprised  to 
88c  mo  so  immediately  pitch  upon  the  bad 
money.  The  \voman,  thus  convK^d.  had 
nothing  to  sav  for  herself,  but  was  obliged 
to  give  another  piece  instead  of  the  bad 
one.  As  soon  as  she  was  gone,  my  master 
called  in  some  neighbours,  aiid  enlarged 
\'ery  much  upon  my  capacity,  telling  tlwm 
what  had  happened. 

The  neighbours  all  desired  to  make  the 
experiment,  and  of  all  the  bad  money  they 
showed  me,  mixed  with  good,  there  was 
not  one  on  which  I  did  not  set  my  ()aw.  and 
separate  the  iMid  money  from  the  good. 

The  woman,  tor  her  part,  was  sore  tatell 
every  body  she  met  what  had  happened ; 
JMomuch  that  the  ftme^^myekiH  ind»- 
tingiiidung  C'cxkI  money  from  bed  wee  not 
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only  spread  throughout  the  nei^libourhood, 
but  over  ail  that  i>art  of  the  towii,  and  in- 
senaibly  through  the  whole  city. 

I  had  buriinetss  enough  every  day ;  for  I 
wae  obliged  to  show  my  skill  to  all  cudtom- 
ere  that  came  to  buj^  bread  ol*  my  master. 
In  abort,  my  reputation  procured  my  mas- 
ter more  bosiness  tlian  lie  could  mamige, 
and  brought  liim  customers  Irom  the  most 
distant  parts  of  the  town ;  and  thid  run  of 
business  lasted  so  Ion?,  that  my  master 
owned  to  his  I'ricnds  and  neighbours,  tliat  I 
wurt  a  treasure  to  him. 

My  little  knowledge  made  many  peonle 
envy  my  master's  good  Ibrtune,  and  lay 
trai>s  to  steal  me  away,  which  obli<;ed  him 
always  to  keep  me  in  his  siarht.  One  day 
a  woman  ciime  out  of  curio»>ity  to  buy  some 
bread  like  the  rest,  and  seeing  me  sit  upon 
the  counter,  threw  down  before  me  six 
pieces  of  money,  among  which  was  one 
that  was  bad.  I  Be|)anuod  it  presently 
from  the  ^ood,  and  settini?  my  piiw  u|)on 
it,  looked  m  the  woman's  face,  as  much  m* 
to  say,  is  it  not  so  ?  The  woman  looking 
at  roe,  replied,  Yes,  you  are  in  the  right ;  it 
is  bad ;  and  staying  some  time  in  the  «hop, 
to  look  at  and  achnire  me,  at  last  paid  my 
master  for  his  bread,  and  when  sne  went 
out  of  the  shop,  maiie  a  sign,  unknown  to 
him,  tor  me  to  ibWow  her. 

I  i^'iis  alwa/s  attentive  to  any  m^uins  to 
dehver  m>'6elt  out  of  so  strange  a  metamor- 
phosis, and  had  obiM^n'ed  tliat  the  woman 
examinoil  me  with  an  extniordinay  atten- 
tion. I  imagined  that  she  might  know 
Romethingof  my  ini:^lbrtune,  antl  the  mel- 
ancholy condition  I  was  reduced  to:  how- 
ever, I  let  her  go,  and  contented  myst*lf 
with  looking  at  her.  After  walking  two 
or  thrf'c  steiw,  she  turned  about,  and  seeing 
that  I  only  looked  at  her,  without  t-tirring 
out  of  my  place,  nhe  made  me  another  t>ign 
to  ibllow  her. 

Without  delibeniting  any  longer,  and 
olecrving  that  iny  master  the  baker  wiw 
busy  cleaning  hiis  oven  tn  ))nt  bread  into  it, 
ana  did  not  mind  nw.,  I  jumixsd  olf  tliu 
counter,  and  Ibllowed  the  wuman,  who 
seemed  oxtirjoyed. 

After  1  had  got  some  way,  tjhe  Blopi)ed 
at  a  house,  opened  the  door,  and  caliea  to 
me  to  come  in,  saviiiff,  You  will  not  re|)enl 
Ibllowinir  me.  When  I  had  got  in.  she 
shut  the  (l(H)r,  and  carried  ine  to  her  cham- 
ber, wliei-e  I  saw  a  beautiful  vounir  lady 
work  i  1 1  ir  e  n  d>n  •  ide ry .  Tl i is  lai  fy ,  \v  1  lo  ws i s 
dauir liter  to  the  charitable  woman  who 
had  bmiiL'^ht  me  from  the  baker's  j?hop.  wiw 
a  vt?ry  skilful  magician,  as  I  Ibund  after- 
wards. 

Dau^litor,  siid  tlie  mother,  I  have 
brouirht  you  the  famous  bakers  dug.  tiiat 
ran  tell  g«x)d  inonevfrom  bad.  You  know 
I  irave  vou  my  thoughts  on  that  matter 
when  I  first  heard  «>f  him,  and  told  you.  I 
lanried  he  was  a  man  changed  into  a  dog 
by  fK)me  wicked  trick.  'J  u-day  I  bethought 


myself  of  going  to  buy  some  bread  of  thit 
baker,  ana  was  myself  a  witness  of  the 
wonders  ])erfbrmed  by  this  do^,  who  haf 
made  such  extraordinary  noise  m  Ba^dlad. 
Wliat  say  you,  daughter,  am  I  deceived  in 
my  conjecture  ?  Mother,  you  are  not,  an- 
swered the  daughter,  and  I  will  nudke  it 
appear  so. 

The  young  lady  immediately  got  up,  put 
her  hand  into  a  basin  of  water,  and  throw- 
ing some  upon  me,  said,  If  thou  wert  bom 
a  dog,  remain  so :  but  if  thou  w^rt  bom  a 
man,  resume  thy  former  shaiie  by  the  virtue 
of  this  wtiter.  At  that  instant  the  enchant- 
meiit  was  broken,  and  I  became  a  man  ai 
belore. 

Penetrated  with  the  greatness  of  thii 
kindness,  I  threw  myself  at  my  deliverer's 
teet ;  and  alter  I  had  kitised  the  hem  oChcr 
garment,  I  Kiid,  My  dear  deliverer,  I  am 
so  sensible  of  your  exceeding  and  unparal- 
leled goodness  towards  a  stranger,  as  1  am, 
that  I  beg  of  vou  to  tell  me  yourself  what 
I  shall  do  to  snow  my  gratitude ;  or  rather 
disposer  of  me  as  a  slave,  to  whom  you  have 
a  just  ri^ht,  since  I  am  no  more  my  own, 
but  entirely  >*ours:  and  that  you  may 
know  who  I  am,  I  will  tell  you  my  story  in 
iis  few  words  as  nossible. 

Atler  I  had  told  her  who  I  was^  I  save 
her  an  account  of  my  marriage  with  Ami- 
na,  of  the  complaisance  I  showed  her,  my 
patience  in  bearing  w*ith  her  humour,  her 
extmordinary  behaviour,  and  the  indignity 
with  which  she  treated  me  ou*  ol'  incon- 
ceivable wickedness,  and  finiifihed  my  story 
with  my  tnmsformation,  and  thaiikiiig  her 
mother  tor  the  inexpressible  happiness  fiiw 
had  procured  me. 

Sidi  Nonman.  said  the  daughter  to  me, 
let  u.^  not  talk  ol'the  obliiration  you  f^y  )'ou 
owe  me;  it  is  enough  tor  me  that  I  hare 
done  any  Fervice  to  su  honest  a  man  ha  you 
are.  But  let  us  talk  a  little  of  Amina  yoor 
wite.  I  >yas  acquainted  with  her  beiore 
your  niarriage ;  and  as  I  know  her  to  be  a 
magician,  tdie  also  is  sensible  tiiat  I  haw 
some  knowledge  of  that  art,  ^iiice  we  both 
learnt  it  of  the  same  mistress.  We  dleo 
meet  at  the  baths,  but  as  our  teroiH^rs  are 
diilerent,  I  avoid  all  opi)ortuiiities  ot' mo- 
tractiniT  an  intimacy  with  her.  which  if  no 
dilHcult  matter,  as  she  doe^  the  ainie  by 
ine.  I  am  not  at  all  surpric^ei)  at  her  wirii- 
ednoss ;  but  what  I  have  already  done  lur 
von  is  not  stiliicient ;  I  will  complete  wha: 
T  have  })egun.  It  is  not  enoiign  to  YoJt 
bitiken  the  enchantment  by  which  shebu 
excluded  you  fn)ni  the  society  of'  mc& 
You  must  punish  her  ns  she  de«*ervoN  by 
iToing  home  airain.  and  a!%:u mi n?  the  au- 
thority which  l)elongs  to  you.  1  will  fnvt 
you  the  proi)er  inean-s.  Cuiiverae  a  ji:tle 
with  mv  mother  till  I  come  back. 

My  delivere£H  went  into  a  ckxft.  and 
while  she  was  there,  I  repeated  my  obliga- 
tion to  the  mother  aa  well  aa  d&oshter. 
She  said  to  me.  You  see  my  dauirhier  hai 
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AS  gjcnt  skin  in  the  infic^ic  ait  oa  Amina ; 
but  makns  so  ^ood  a  ii^e  of  it,  that  you 
would  he  euriMiK'd  t(i  know  tlnj  ij«xk1  s\w 
has  done,  and  daily  docs  with  it.  This  in- 
duces me  to  let  iicr  pnictisi'  it ;  lor  I  bhould 
not  permit  her.  it'  I  iK'm-ivcd  she  made  an 
ill  use  ot'  it  in  the  smallest  in>«ianr(.*. 

The  mother  hci^aii  to  relate  some  of  the 
wonders  she  had  seen  her  do,  when  she 
came  into  the  room  a^^in,  with  a  little 
bottle  in  her  hand.  Sidi  Nonman,  said  phe. 
mv  book^^,  which  I  liave  been  consiultiiit;. 
tell  me  that  Amina  is  now  abroad,  but  will 
be  at  home  presiMitly.  They  also  inlorm 
me,  bIic  prftende<l  [n^ibrv.  vour  penMnts  to 
be  very  niiea.^y  at  yonr  absence,  and  m\n\o 
them  believt?.  thiit  at  dinner  vou  recollected 
eome  biu?ineH<  which  uhlij^ed  you  to  ^^  out 
a(;;ain  immediately ;  tlwit  as  you  went  out, 
you  lell  the  door  ofjen.  and  a  dog  came  into 
the  hall  wlien*  fshe  Wiu<  at  dinner,  and  she 
beat  him  out  with  a  ffn?at  stick. 

Take  this  little  bottle  and  ffo  home  im- 
mediately, and  VTMi  in  vour  own  chamber 
till  she  comes  in,  which  will  not  be  Ion:?. 
As  soon  as  she  comes  home,  run  down  into 
the  yanl,  and  meet  her  tiice  to  face.  In 
her  surprise  to  see  you  return  so  unexpect- 
edly, plie  will  turn  ner  back  to  run  away : 
then  be  sure  to  have  the  l)ottle  ready,  aiul 
throw  eome  ol'  tlie  liquor  it  contiiins  u|K)n 
her,  pronouncinj?  at  the  same  time  these 
woros  boldly :  Receive*  the  chastisement  ot' 
thy  wickedness.  I  will  tell  you  no  more; 
you  will  see  the  oflect. 

Al\er  these  words  I  took  my  leave  of  my 
bcnefactrcas  and  her  mother,  with  all  the 
testimonies  of  the  mo-;t  pertecl  gratitude, 
and  a  ijincere  pn)t(staiion  never  to  tbrffct 
my  obli>;ation  to  them;  and  then  went 
home. 

All  things  happened  as  the  youn^  magi- 
cian foretold.  Amina  wa-*  iM)t  loni;  belore 
■lie  came  home.  A.-^  she  came  up  the  yard, 
I  met  her  with  the  water  in  my  hand.  As 
soon  as  she  saw  me.  she  shrieked  out ;  and 
as  she  turned  about  to  run  to  the  door,  I 
tJircw  the  li<}uor  u]K»n  her,  pronouncing  the 
wonls  whk"h  the  younff  magician  taught 
me,  and  she  w<is  instantly  chanf^ed  into  the 
same  mare  which  your  majesty  saw  me 
upon  yesterday. 

At  tliat  instant,  in  the  surprise  she  was 
in,  I  seized  her  by  the  maiH',  and  notwith- 
Blinding  her  resistance,  le<l  her  into  the 
stable,  where  I  nut  an  halter  uiwn  her 
head,  and  when  1  harl  tier  I  her  to  the  rack, 
n»proachin5  h^r  with  her  baa»ner»,  I  chas- 
tised her  with  a  whip  till  I  was  tired,  and 
punished  her  every  day  since  after  the 
same  manner.  I  h^MV,  commander  of  the 
iaithtui,  continued  Sidi  Nonman,  making 
an  end  of  hw  story,  your  maj<^y  will  not 
disapprove  ot'  my  cuiifhict,  and  will  think  I 
have  shown  so  wicked  and  neniicious  a 
woman  more  indulgence  than  snedeserved. 

%V  hen  the  caliph  ibund  that  Sidi  Nonman 
had  no  more  to  ny,  he  said  io  him,  Your 


Rtor>'  is  very  singidar,  and  the  wickech 
of  your  wile  inexcu«ible ;  therefore  I  cb 
not  :ih>:olutely  condenm  the  ctiastisement 
vou  have  hitherto  ^iven  her ;  but  1  would 
have  you  consider  how  great  a  punishment 
it  i^  to  be  retluced  to  the  conditwn  of  beaata, 
and  wii>h  you  would  be  content  with  that 
chant i};f!ment.  1  would  onler  you  to  ^  and 
adilre-'fs  you r^* If  to  the  young  magksian.  to 
wave  tlie  enchantment  and  inetamorphosia 
Khe  has  inflicteil,  but  that  I  know  the  obsti- 
nacy and  incorriirihle  cnielty  of  magicians 
of  iMitli  sexes,  who  abuse  their  art;  and 
wen*  1  not  appreliensive  that  the  second 
etli'ct  of  vour  wile's  revenge  wouKl  be  more 
vioN'nt  than  the  tin=l. 

The  calipli.  who  wn-*  natunillv  mild  and 
compa.*ionate  to  all  su fie n'rs.  arte r  he  had 
declan^l  his  mind  to  Sidi  Nonman,  ad- 
dre.s3ed  himself  to  the  third  pi»rson  the 
grand  vizier  Gia far  had  summoned  to  at- 
tend him.  Co:>:ia  HaA^an.  said  he,  piuRing 
yestonlay  by  your  hou«e.  it  w^emed  so  mag- 
iiiticcnt  that  I  hatl  a  curiositv  to  know  to 
whom  it  bcdonged,  and  >\'as  told  that  you, 
whose  trade  is  so  mean  that  a  man  can 
scan*e  gf^t  his  bread  by  it,  have  built  this 
house  atler  3'ou  ha<l  lollowed  this  trade 
some  years.  I  was  likewise  inlbrmed  that 
vou  make  a  good  use  of  the  riches  God  has 
bli*s5Jed  you  with,  and  your  neighbours 
speak  well  of  you. 

All  this  pleasi»a  mo  well,  added  the  ca- 
liph, aiMl  I  am  persuaded  that  the  means 
by  which  Providence  has  been  pleased  to 
be?t(>w  these  ffitls  on  vou  ma<t  nave  been 
very  extraordinary,  t  am  curwus  to  know 
them  from  your  own  month,  and  sent  for 
you  on  purpose*  to  have  that  satisllictbn. 
S|HMk  sincerely,  that  when  I  know  your 
story,  I  may  n*joice  in  your  good  fortune. 

But  that  you  niav  ncrf  suspect  my  curio- 
sity, an«!  believe  thjit  I  have  any  other 
interest  than  what  1  tell  you. !  declare,  that 
tiir  fnmi  having  an v pretensions.  I  give  you 
my  word  you  shall  enjoy  frwly  all  you 
have  got. 

On  these  assurances  of  the  caliph,  Cogia 
Hassan  prostrated  himself  before  his  throne, 
with  his  Ibrehead  down  to  the  carpet,  ana 
when  he  rose  up  airain.  ssiid,  Oimmander 
of  the  faithful,  any  other  person  but  my- 
self nn'ght  have  Ixhmi  tilarmwl  at  having 
been  surnm«>ru»l  to  appear  iK^fJjre  your  ma- 
jesty ;  hut  knowin«r  that  my  consck^nce 
was  clear,  and  that  I  had  n)mmitteil  no- 
thing a!raia>»t  tlie  laws  nor  your  majesty, 
biit.  on  the  contrary,  had  alw.ivs  the  mort 
n*-p»*cttnl  sfMiiiment:*  anil  the  prolbundest 
veiienition  for  your  p«*tM>n,  my  oidy  fear 
wa**.  thfit  I  shouM  not  lie  able  to  support 
the  hi-treof  your  throne.  Hut  neverthe- 
1p*».  on  the  public  report  of  your  majesty'^ 
receiving  fax-ourably,  and  hearing  the 
me:nii»si  of  your  subjerts.  I  took  courage, 
nn<l  never  doubted  but  I  should  haveeonfi- 
derice  enough  to  give  ^ou  all  the  latiitikc* 
tion  you  shouki  require  of  me.    BeadesL 
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yoar  majesty  has  given  me  a  proof  of  your 
tfoodnesB,  by  gmntins  me  your  protection 
Eelore  you  know  whether  I  deserve  it. 
Neverthelcap,  I  hope  you  will  retain  the 
advantageous  sentiments  you  have  ol'  me^ 
when,  in  obedience  to  your  command,  I 
ahail  relate  my  advcnturfv  to  you. 

Afler  this  little  compliment  to  concihate 
the  caliph's  good  will  and  attention,  ami 
after  some  moments'  recollection,  Ck>ijia 
Hassan  resumed  his  discourse  in  the  lol- 
k)wing  manner : 

TTie  Story  of  Cogia  Hassan  AlhabbaL 

Commander  of  the  faitliful,  said  he,  that 
your  majesty  may  the  better  understand 
by  what  means  I  arrived  at  the  happiness 
I  now  enjoy^  I  ought  to  acciuaint  you,  there 
are  two  intimate  friendsj  citizens  of  Bag- 
dad, now  alive,  who  can  testil\'  the  trutli 
of  what  I  shall  tell  you.  ana  to  whom, 
after  God,  the  author  of  all  good,  I  owe  my 
prosperity. 

Tliese  two  friends  are  called,  the  one 
Saadi,  the  other  Saad.  Saadi,  who  is  very 
rich,  was  alwa^^s  of  opinion,  that  no  man 
could  be  happy  in  this  world  without  great 
ricties,  to  live  mdependcnt  of  every  one. 

Saad  was  of  anotlier  opinion ;  he  agreed 
that  riches  were  neces^ry  in  life,  but  niain-< 
tained  that  the  happiness  of  a  man's  life 
consii>ted  in  virtue,  witliout  any  farther 
attachment  to  wordl>;  goods  than  what 
were  necessary  in  lite,  and  to  do  good 
withal. 

Saad  himself  is  one  of  this  number,  and 
lives  very  happily  and  contented  in  his  sta- 
tion ;  and  Uiougn  Saadi  is  infinitely  more 
rich,  their  friendshii)  is  very  sincere,  and 
the  richeseit  sets  no  more  value  on  himself 
than  tlie  other.  They  never  had  any  other 
dispute  but  on  this  point;  in  all  otiier 
things  their  union  has  been  very  strict. 

One  day  as  tliey  were  talking  upon  this 
subject,  as  I  have  since  been  informed  by 
tliem  both,  Saadi  aflirmed  that  ix)verty 
pro(M3eded  from  men's  bein^  horw  i)oor,  or 
spending  tlieir  fortunes  in  luxury  and  de- 
bauchery, or  by  some  of  I  those  untbrseen 
fatalities  which  are  not  extraordinary.  My 
opinion,  said  he,  is,  that  most  people's  po- 
verty is  owing  to  their  wanting  at  first  a 
sufficient  sum  of  money  Xq  raijf^e  them 
above  want,  by  employing  tlieir  industry  to 
improve  it :  for,  said  ne,  if  they  once  had 
such  a  sum,  and  made  a  right  use  of  it, 
they  would  not  only  live  well,  but  would 
infallibly  grow  rich  m  time. 

Siuid  could  not  come  into  his  sentiments. 
The  way,  said  he,  which  you  propose  to 
make  a  poor  man  rich,  is  not  so  certain  as 
you  imagine.  Your  plan  is  very  hazard- 
ous, and  1  can  bring  many  good  arguments 
against  your  opinions,  but  tliat  they  will 
carry  us  too  far.  I  believe,  with  as  much 
Pfobabiiitv,  thca  a  poor  man  may  become 
rieh  by  other  means,  as  well  ai  by  money : 


and  there  are  iKwple  who  ha\"e 

grefit  and   surprising   fortunes  by  mere 

chance,  jis  others  have  done  by  money, 

with  all  their  good  economy  and  manage- 

inont  to  increase  it  by  the  best  couducted 

trade. 

Saad,  replie:!  Saadi,  I  sec  we  shall  not 
come  to  any  determination  by  nriy  persist- 
ing in  o]nx)sing  my  opinion  againt  yours. 
I  will  make  an  experiment  to  convince  you, 
by  givinjj:,  for  example,  a  sum  of  money  to 
some  artit^an,  whose  ancestors  from  father 
to  son  have  ahvuvs  been  poor,  and  hved 
only  from  day  to  day,  and  died  as  arrant 
bt^gjrars  as  they  were  Itorn.  If  I  have  not 
the  eucc^its  I  exiK'ct.  you  shall  try  if  vou 
will  have  better  by  the  means  you  shall 
use. 

Some  days  af\er  this  depute,  these  two 
friends  happened  to  walk  out  togetlier,  and 
passing  through  the  street  where  I  was  mt 
woik  in  my  stall,  at  my  trade  of  rope- 
making,  which  I  learnt  of  my  father;  who 
learnt  of  his,  iuid  he  of  his  ancestors ;  and 
by  my  dress  and  equipage  it  was  no  hard 
matter  for  tliem  to  guess  at  my  powrty. 

8iia<l,  remembering  Saadi'ttcngagemenL 
said.  If  you  have  not  forgot  what  >'ou  aid 
to  me,  there  is  a  man,  pointing  to  me,  whom 
I  can  remember  a  long  time  w;orking  at  hm 
trade  of  rope-making,  and  in  the  same 
poverty :  he  is  a  worthy  ^ibject  for  your 
liberality,  and  a  proper  |)erson  for  you  to 
make  your  ejcperiment  upon.  I  remember 
it  so  well,  replied  Saadi,  that  I  have  ever 
since  carriect  a  HufTicient  sum  about  me  to 
<lo  it,  but  only  waited  for  an  op|x>rtunity  ol 
being  togetlior,  that  you  might  be  witnew 
of  the  liict.  Let  a^^  go  to  him,  and  know  il 
he  is  really  necessitous. 

The  two  friends  came  to  me,  and  I,  see- 
ing ttiat  they  had  a  mind  to  speak  fio  me, 
left  off  work.  T  hey  botli  accosted  me  with 
the  common  siilutatk)n,  and  Saadi  wishing 
me  i)eace,  asked  me  my  name. 

I  returned  their  siduUition,  and  answered 
their  question,  saying  to  him.  Sir,  my  name 
is  Hassan ;  but  by  reason  of  my  trade,  1 
am  commonly  known  by  tlie  name  of  Hat- 
san  Alhabhal. 

Hassan,  replied  Saadi,  as  there  is  no 
trade  but  what  a  man  may  live  bv,  I  doofat 
not  but  yours  produces  enough  lor  you  to 
live  well;  and  I  am  amazed,  that  the  kmg 
time  you  have  worked  at  ytmr  trade,  ypu 
have  not  saved  enough  to  lay  in  a  good 
stock  of  hemp  to  extend  your  manufacture 
and  employ  more  hands,  by  the  profit  d 
whose  >vork  you  would  soon  increaae  yov 
income. 

Sir,  replied  I,  you  will  be  no  longer 
amazed  I  have  not  saved  nnoney ,  and  taken 
the  way  you  mention  to  become  rich,  wbeo 
you  come  to  know  that  let  me  work  as  bird 
as  I  can  from  morning  till  night,  I  can 
hardly  get  enough  to  keep  m^  lamilfiB 
bread  and  pulse.  I  have  a  wiie  and  five 
childreo,  not  one  of  whom  m  old  enouffh  * 
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oe  (^  tho  loait  anistance  to  me.    I 
he^  them  and  clothe  them,  anJ  in 

way  of  liviuir.  they  still  want  a  I 

necniarieB.  which  they  ctumoi  do  without. 
And  thougn  hemp  u  not  very  dear,  I  must 
have  money  to  buy  iL  Thi«  ia  the  first  thing 
I  do  with  any  moaev  I  receive  lor  my  worli ; 
olherwwc, if  InhouIiJneglectlodoH],  land 
my  tkinily  must  starve. 

Now  iudge.  Sir,  added  1,  if  it  is  powible. 
that  1  should  saveany  thini;  for  niyselT  and 
family;  it  is  eraauch  that  we  are  content 
witli  llio  little  that  God  scjids  us,  and  that  we 
'  have  not  the  knowledge  ni»-  desire  of  what 
we  ivnnl.but  can  live  at  we  have  always 
been  bred  up,  and  are  not  reduced  to  beg. 

When  I  hiid  eiven  Soadi  this  account, 
he  said  to  me,  Hassan,  1  am  not  so  much 
•orpriwd.asl  wtu,and  I  compreliend  what 
okligea  you  to  be  content  in  your  station. 
But  if  I  should  make  a  prexnt  of  a  purse  of 
two  hundred  pieces  of  eold,  would  not  you 
make  a  good  use  of  it  'land  do  not  you  be- 
Ueve,  that  with  such  a  sum  you  could  be- 
come soon  us  rich  Bs  the  principal  of  your 

Sir,  replied  I,  you  seem  to  be  so  good  a 
gentteniiiu.  that  I  am  persuaded  you  would 
not  banter  me,  but  that  the  olTer  you  make 
me,  is  serious  i  and  I  ilare  say,  without  pre- 
Muniug  luo  much  upon  myself,  that  a  much 
las  sum  would  be  sufficient.  Dot  only  to 
make  mcasrich  as  the  principal  of  our  pro- 
fasion.  but  that  in  time  1  should  be  richer 
than  all  of  tliem  in  this  city  toffether,  though 
D««dail  is  CD  large  and  populous. 

The  generous  Saadi  snowed  me  immedi- 
ately that  in  what  he  said  he  was  serious. 
Me  pulled  a  purse  outofhisbosom,  and  put- 
ting it  into  my  hands,  mid.  Here,  take  this 
purse ;  yoii  will  find  it  contains  two  htindmi 
pieces  of  gold :  I  pray  Qod  blcM  you  with 
them,  and  give  you  grace  to  make  the  good 
tiae  of  them  1  desire ;  and  believe  me,  my 
IKcnd  Soad,  whom  you  see  here,  and  I, 
shall  both  Uike  rrrat  pleastirc  in  finding  i 


we  may  contribute  in  making  you  mon 
happy  than  you  now  are. 

Commamler  of  tlie  laithful,  whan  1  bttid 
f;ol  the  purse,  the  first  thing  I  did  was  to  put 
It  into  my  bosom  ;  but  the  traosport  of  my 
joy  was  BO  great,  and  1  wa*  so  much  pene- 
trated with  gratitude,  that  my  speech  railod 
me,  and  I  could  give  my benefactorno other 
tokens  of  mv  gratitude,  than  to  lay  hold  U 
the  hem  of  his  garment  and  kiss  it ;  but  he 
drew  it  from  mci  and  he  and  liis  friend  pur- 
sued their  walk. 

As  soon  as  they  were  gone,  I  returned  to 
my  \vork  again,  and  my  first  thought  vraM, 
what  I  should  do  with  my  purse  to  keep  it 
safe.  I  hail  in  my  poor  house  neither  bos 
nor  cupboard  lo  lock  it  up  in,  nor  any  other  . 
place  where  I  could  be  sure  it  woulu  not  be 
discovered  if  I  Itad  iL 

In  tills  perplexity,  as  I  had  been  vised,  like 
many  poor  ueopie  of  my  Kirl,io  put  the 
iittle  money  1  hod  in  the  folds  of  my  turban, 
I  lell.  my  work,  and  went  into  the  house, 
under  pretence  of  wrapping  my  Itirban  up 
anew.  And  I  took  such  precautionE  that 
neither  my  wife  nor  children  taw  what  I 
was  doing.  But  first  1  laid  aside  ten  piecei 
ol'gold  lor  present  necct«arie«.and  wrapt 
the  rest  up  m  tlie  folds  of  the  linen  which 
went  about  my  cap. 

The  principal  expense  I  was  at  that  day, 
was  to  lay  in  a  good  slock  of  hemp,  OM 
alicrwanU,  as  my  family  bad  eaten  no  fleA 
meat  a  long  time.  I  went  to  tlie  sh&mblea, 
and  bought  sonieihing  for  supper. 

All  was  currying  Uie  meat!  hadboucht 
home  in  my  hand,  a  litmished  kite  Jlew 
upon  me,  mid  would  have  taken  away  my 
meat,  if  I  had  not  held  it  very  faslj  but, 
alas  I  I  had  better  paned  with  it  ilian  lost 
my  money ;  the  Wer  I  heki  my  rneat,  the 
more  the  Dird  struggled  to  get  it,  drawing 
me  sometimes  on  one  side,  and  sometimee 
on  another ;  but  ivould  not  quit  the  prise, 
till  uofertunately  by  my  cflbrts  the  turban 
fell  oo  Lbe  crmind. 
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The  kite  immeiiiatclv  lot  ^o  his  hold^  ami 
seizing  on  my  turbnii  bclbrc  I  could  pick  it 
ni»,  flewawiiy  with  it.  I  cried  outao  loud,  that 
I  trii^hteiied  all  Uie  men.  women,  and  chil- 
dren in  the  neighbournoo  1,  who  joinetl 
their  Bhoiits  and  cries  to  make  the  kite  quit 
his  hold  ;  for  by  that  means  tliese  sort  of 
voracious  birds  are  oflen  Ibrced  to  quit  tlieir 
prey.  But  our  criefl  did  not  frighten  this 
kite;  he  carried  oft'  mv  turban,  and  we 
AV)n  loRt  aiorhtofhim  beibre  he  dropt  if,  and 
it  would  !iave  been  in  vain  for  mo  to  la- 
ti*rue  myself  with  rjinning  ailcr  him. 

I  went  home  very  melancholy  at  the  Ines 
of  my  turban  and  mono^*.  I  was  obli^^ed 
to  bu>r  a  new  turban,  which  diminished  the 
small  remainder  of  the  ten  pieces ;  tor  I 
had  laid  out  a  deal  in  hi'mp.  The  little 
that  was  leli  ^vnf:  not  suftlcient  to  give  me 
reason  to  gratiiy  the  greuY  hopes  I  had 
conceived. 

But  what  troubled  me  most  was  the  little 
iati^actiou  I  nhould  be  able  to  give  my 
benefactor  for  his  ill-placed  generosity, 
when  he  f^hould  come  to  hear  \vnat  a  mis- 
fortune 1  had  met  with,  which  he  would 
perhaps  look  uoon  as  incredible,  and  con- 
senuently  an  idle  excuse. 

While  the  remainder  of  the  ten  pieces 
la8te<l,  my  little  family  and  I  lived  the  bet- 
ter for  it ;  but  I  soon  relapsed  into  the  same 
poverty,  and  the  same  inability  to  extricate 
rayaelf  from  >vretchednes8.  However,  I 
never  murmured  nor  repined.  God,  said  I, 
was  pleased  to  give  me  riches  when  I  least 
expected  them ;  he  has  thought  fit  to  take 
them  from  me  again  almost  at  the  sjime 
time,  because  it  so  nlca.«ed  him,  and  tlie/ 
were  at  his  disposal ;  yet  I  wilt  praise  his 
name  for  all  the  benefiLi  I  have  received, 
as  it  was  his  good  pleasure,  and  submit 
mvsclf,  as  I  have  ever  done  hitlierto,  to  his 
will. 

These  were  mv  sentiments,  while  my 
wife,  irom  whom  1  could  n6t  keep  secret 
the  loss  I  had  siL^aiued,  was  inconsolable. 
In  my  trouble  I  had  told  my  neighbours, 
that  when  I  lost  my  turban,  I  lost  a  hun- 
dred and  ninety  pieces  of  gold ;  but  as  they 
knew  my  poverty,  and  could  not  compre- 
hend howl  should  have  got  so^reat  a  sum 
by  my  work,  they  only  laughed  at  me. 

About  six  months  afler  this  my  misfor- 
tune, which  I  have  related  to  your  majesty, 
the  two  friends  walking  through  that  part 
of  the  town  where  I  lived,  the  neighbour- 
hood put  Saad  in  mind  of  me.  We  are 
now,  said  he  to  Stiadi.  not  far  from  the 
street  where  Hassan  Alhabbal  lives j  let 
us  call  and  see  what  use  he  matleol  the 
two  hundred  pieces  of  tjold  you  gave  him, 
and  whether  th<'y  havi?  enabled  him  to 
take  any  steps  towards  bettering  his  for- 
tune. 

With  all  my  heart,  replied  Saadi;  I  have 
been  thinking  of  him  some  da>;8,  and  it  will 
be  a  great  pleasure  and  satisfaction  to  me 
to  have  you  with  me.  as  a  witness  of  the 


proof  of  my  proposal.  You  will  see  a  rnal 
alteration.  1  exjxict  we  sliall  hardly  know 
him  again. 

Just  as  Saadi  said  this,  these  two  thendB 
tume<i  the  comer  of  the  street,  and  Saad, 
who  perceived  mc  first  at  a  distance,  said 
to  his  fricntl,  I  believe  you  reckon  without 
your  host ;  I  see  HasRon  Alhabbal.  but 
can  discern  no  change  in  his  i^reon,  for  he 
is  as  illnlressed  as  when  we  saw  him  be- 
fore J  the  only  diflerence  that  I  can  perceive 
is,  his  turban  looks  something  belter.  Ob- 
serve him  yourself,  and  we  whether  I  am 
in  the  wrong. 

As  th(?y  drew  nearer  to  me,  Saadi  saw 
me  too,  and  found  Saad  was  in  the  right, 
but  could  not  tell  to  what  he  phouid  attri- 
bute the  little  altemtion  he  saw  in  my  t)er- 
son:  and  was  so  much  amazed,  that  he 
could  not  speak  when  he  came  up  to  me. 
Well,  Hassan,  said  Saad,  we  do  not  ask 
you  how  affairs  go  since  we  saw  you  last  -, 
witliout  doubt  thev  are  in  a  better  train. 

Gentlemen,  replieil  I,  addressing^  myiielf 
to  them  both,  I  have  the^reat  mortificatkm 
to  tell  you,  ttiat  your  desires,  wishes,  and 
hopes,  as  well  as  mine,  have  not  had  the 
success  you  had  rea^jon  to  expect,  and  I 
promised  myself;  you  will  scarce  beiiew 
the  extraonlinary  adventure  that  has  be- 
fallen me.  I  assure  you,  nevertheless,  on 
the  word  of  an  honest  man,  and  you  ought 
to  believe  me,  for  nothing  is  more  true  than 
what  I  am  going  to  tell  you.  Then  I  re- 
lated to  them  my  adventures,  with  the 
same  circumstances  I  tiad  the  honour  to 
tell  your  majcssty. 

Sa;idi  rojectcd  my  discourse,  and  caid, 
Hassan,  you  joke  with  me,  and  would  de- 
ceive mc ;  for  wh«it  you  say  Ls  a  thing  ixh 
creilibk'.  What  have  kites  to  do  with  tur- 
bans? they  only  Fcarch  for  Kometliing  to 
satisfy  their  hunger.  You  have  done  ai 
all  such  sort  of  p.^ople  as  you  generally  do: 
if  they  iiave  made  any  extraordinary  srain. 
or  any  g<x)il  fortune  happens  to  them,  which 
they  never  exi>ccteil.  they  throw  aside  their 
W(irk,  take  their  pleasniv,  and  make  raerrr. 
while  the  money  lasts ;  and  when  they 
have  eaten  and  drank  it  all  out,  arc  reda- 
ced  to  the  same  nece^iy  and  want  as  be- 
fore. You  wouKl  not  be  so  miserable,  bm 
because  you  deserve  it,  and  render  yourself 
unworthy  of  anv  good  action  done  to  yxn. 

Sir,  replied  I,T  bear  all  these  reproaches 
and  am  ready  to  bear  as  manv  more,  if 
they  were  more  severe,  and  au  with  the 
more  patience*,  because  I  do  not  think  I 
deserve  them.  The  thing  is  so  publiri^ 
knoum  in  this  part  of  the  town,  that  therr 
is  noboilv  Uut  can  satisfy  you  of  the  tn.th 
of  it.  If  you  inquire,  you  will  find  thii  I 
do  not  imiMTPt*  upon  you.  I  own,  I  ne^rr 
heard  talk  of  kites  flying  away  with  tur- 
bans; but  this  has  actually  happoied  to 
me,  as  a  great  many  other  thineji,  which 
do  not  fall  out  every  day,  and  yethava  ac- 
tually happened. 
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&biad  took  my  imrt,  and  told  Saadi  a 
great  mtaiy  as  surpriBiug  stories  oi'  kites, 
nme  of  whicli  he  affirmed  he  kiiew  to  be 
true,  insomuch  tliat  at  hist  he  pulled  his 
purae  out  of  his  bosuiu,  and  counted  out 
two  hundred  pieces  oi*  ffoiti  into  my  liaiid, 
which  1  put  uito  my  bosom  for  want  of  a 
purae. 

When  Saadi  had  told  me  out  that  sum, 
be  said  to  mc,  Hassan,  I  make  you  a  pre- 
sent of  tliese  two  huudriHl  pieced ;  but  take 
care  to  put  them  in  a  safer  place,  ttiat  you 
may  not  Jose  them  so  unfortunately  as  you 
have  done  the  otliers,  and  employ  them  in 
such  a  manner  tliat  they  may  procure  you 
the  advantages  that  the  otlior^  would  have 
done.  I  told  him  that  liieohli^iitionuf  ilii^ 
his  second  kindness  wit<  nmch  ^reaur  than 
I  deserved,  after  what  luid  hapi>encd,  and^ 
that  I  should  be  sure  to  niake  (((XhI  u&e  of 
bis  advice.  I  would  have  feiiid  a  gmit  deal 
more,  but  he  did  not  ^ive  nic  time,  but 
went  away,  and  continued  his  walk  with 
his  friend. 

As  soon  lis  they  were  i^one,  I  lel\  off  work 
and  went  home,  aikl  finding  neitlier  my 
wife  nor  children  within,  I  jmlled  out  my 
money,  put  ten  pieces  by,  and  wnipt  up  the 
rest  in  a  clean  Imen  cloth,  tyin;^  it  fast  with 
a  knot ;  but  Uien  I  was  to  cx)nblder  where  I 
Hliould  hide  tliis  liticn  cloth,  tliat  it  nn'ght 
be  safe.  Ailer  I  had  con^iidered  some  time, 
I  bethought  of  layin;^  it  at  tlie  bottom  of  a 
great  earthen  vessel  full  of  bran,  which 
stood  in  a  corner,  where  I  imagined  neitJier 
my  wife  nor  children  would  look  into.  My 
wife  came  home  soon  afuT,  and  as  I  had 
but  very  little  hemp  in  the  house,  I  told 
her  I  aliould  go  out  to  buy  some,  without 
sa^'ing  any  thing  to  her  about  the  two 
friencb. 

While  I  was  out,  a  sand-man,  ^yho  sells 
scouring  sand,  wliich  women  use  in  batlis, 
passed  throu^f  n  our  street,  and  called,  Sand, 
no!  My  wife,  who  wanted  some,  called 
him :  hut  tis  she  luid  no  money,  slie  asked 
him,  if  he  would  make  an  exclian<;e  of 
some  sand  for  some  bran.  Tlie  ku id-man 
asked  to  see  the  bran.  My  wife  showed 
liim  tlie  pot ;  tlie  bargain  was  made ;  she 
had  tlie  scouring  sand,  witli  which  she  fill- 
ed a  lean-to  which  I  liad  made  to  the  house, 
and  tlie  sand-man  took  the  pot  and  bran 
along  witli  him. 

Not  long  afler,  I  came  home,  loadeil  with 
OS  much  liemp  as  I  could  carr\',  and  follow- 
ed by  five  porters  loaded  also  with  the 
tame.  Ailer  I  had  satisfied  tlicm  for  their 
trouble,  I  sat  down  to  rest  myself;  iuid, 
looking  about  me,  could  not  see  the  pot  of 
bran. 

It  is  impossible  for  me  to  express  to  your 
mcyesty  my  surprise,  and  the  effect  it  had 
on  me  at  the  moment.  I  asked  my  wife 
hastily  what  was  become  of  it :  and  she 
told  me  the  bargain  she  had  made  with 
the  sand-roan,  which  she  ttiought  to  be  a 
very  gnod  one. 


Ah!  unfortunate  woman!  cried  1,  you 
kiK>w  not  the  injury  you  have  done  roe, 
voureclf,  and  our  children,  by  making  thai 
bargain,  which  has  ruined  us  quite.  You 
tliought  only  of  selling:  the  bran,  but  with 
the  bran  you  have  cnriclied  the  saiMl-roan 
with  a  hundred  and  ninetj^  pieces  of  gold, 
which  Saadi  with  his  friend  caroe  and 
made  me  a  second  present  of 

My  wife  wiis  like  one  stark  mad,  when 
she  knew  what  a  fault  she  had  committed 
through  ignorance.  She  cried,  beat  her 
breast,  and  tore  lier  hair  and  clothes.  Un- 
happy wretch  tliat  I  lun,  cr^  she.  am  I  fit 
toIiveaAer  so  horrid  a  mistake  i  Wtiere' 
sliall  I  find  this  sand-man  7  I  know  him 
not  j  I  never  saw  him  in  our  street  before. 
Oh !  husband,  added  she,  you  was  very 
nmoli  in  the  >vron^  to  be  so  i-eserved  in  a 
matter  of  such  miiiortance!  Tliis  liad 
never  liai^pened,  if  you  had  communicated 
tiie  r-ecret  to  me.  In  sliurt,  I  shouki  never 
make  an  end  of  mv  story,  if  I  were  to  teU 
your  majesty  what  her  grief  made  lier  say. 
You  are  not  ignorant  liow  eloquent  women 
ollcn  are  in  their  afflictkms. 

Wili',  said  I,  moderate  your  grief:  by 
your  weeping  and  howling  vou  will  alarm 
all  the  neigliDourliood,  and  tnere  is  no  rea- 
son tliey  should  be  informed  of  our  misfbr- 
tuncs.  Tlioy  will  only  laugh  at  us,  instead 
of  i>i tying  us.  We  had  l»cst  bear  our  lose 
patiently,  and  submit  oureelves  to  the  will 
of  God,  and  blc*^  him,  for  that  out  of  two 
hundred  pieces  of  gold  which  he  had  eiven 
us,  he  has  taken  ba«'k  hut  one  hundred  and 
ninety,  and  lefl  us  ten,  which,  by  the  use  I 
sliall  make  of  them,  will  be  a  great  relief 
to  us. 

My  wife  at  first  did  not  relish  ail  these 
my  arguments;  but  as  time  sollens  the 
greatest  misfortunes,  and  makes  them  more 
supiwrtabie,  she  at  last  grew  easy,  and  had 
almost  Ibrgotteii  them.  It  is  true,  said  I  to 
her,  we  live  but  iKxirly ;  hut  what  liave  tlie 
rich,  w^hksh  we  have  not?  Do  not  we 
breathe  the  same  air.  enjov  tlie  same  light, 
and  the  same  wtu-mtli  oi  tlic  sun  ?  There- 
fore what  conveniences  have  they  more 
than  we.  that  we  should  envy  their  happi- 
ncHB?  Thev  die  as  well  as  we.  In  short, 
while  we  live  in  the  fear  of  God,  as  we 
sliould  always  do,  the  mh-antage  thev  have 
over  us  is  bo  very  inconsiderable,  that  we 
ought  not  to  regard  it. 

I  will  not  tire  your  majestv  any  longer 
with  my  moral  reflections.  My  wife  ai^  I 
comforted  ourM-lves,  and  I  purRued  my 
trade  with  as  much  alacrity  as  Motv  Xhcx 
two  mortify in;,^  !ot«eis,  which  followed  one 
anotlier  so  quickly.  The  only  thing  tliat 
troubled  me  sometimes  was,  liow  I  should 
look  Saadi  in  tlie  lace  when  he  sliouUl 
come  and  ask  mc  how  much  Ihad  improv- 
ed liis  two  4iundred  pieces  of  gold,  anil 
advanced  my  fortune  by  liis  Uberality.  1 
saw  no  remedy  but  to  resolve  to  submit  to 
the  coofoMon  I  thould  feel,  though  it  was 
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b/  no  fault  of  mine,  this  time,  any  more 
Cnan  before,  that  this  misfortune  had  hap- 
pened. 

The  two  friends  stayed  away  longer  this 
time  than  the  former,  though  Saail  had 
often  spoken  to  Saadi,  who  always  put  it 
off;  for,  said  he,  the  longer  we  stay  away, 
the  richer  Hassan  will  be,  and  I  shall  have 
the  greater  satistkction. 

Siiad,  who  had  not  the  same  opinion  of 
the  etiect  of  his  friend's  generosity,  made 
answer.  You  fancy  then  that  your  present 
will  have  been  turned  to  a  better  account 
ihJB  time  than  before.  I  would  advice  you 
not  to  flatter  yourself  too  much,  for  fear 
you  should  be  more  sensibly  mortified  if  it 
should  |)rove  otherwise.  Why,  replied 
Saadi,  kites  do  not  fly  awav  with  turbans 
every  day ;  and  Hasean  will  be  more  cau- 
tk>U3  this  time. 

I  do  not  doubt  of  it,  replied  Saad ;  but, 
added  he,  there  are  other  accidents  that 
neither  you  nor  I  can  think  of;  therefore,  I 
say  again,  moderate  your  joy,  and  do  not 
depend  too  much  on  Haswin's  good  success : 
for  to  tell  you  what  I  think,  and  what  I 
alwa}'8  thougrht,  (whether  you  like  to  hoar 
it  or  not),  I  nave  a  secret  foresight,  that 
you  will  not  have  succeeded,  and  that  I 
shall  succeed  better  than  you  hi  proving 
that  a  poor  man  may  sooner  become  rich 
by  any  other  meiuis  than  by  money. 

In  snort,  oile  day,  when  Saad  and  Saadi 
were  together,  and  were  disputing  upon 
this  subject,  Saad  observed  that  enougli 
had  been  said :  I  am  resolved,  said  he,  to 
inform  myself  this  very  day,  what  has 
passed  :  it  is  time  for  walking ;  let  us  not 
lose  it,  but  go  see  which  of  us  \\i\a  lost  the 
wa^er.  I  siiw  them  at  a  distance,  was 
terribly  concerned,  and  was  just  going  to 
leave  my  work,  and  to  run  and  hide  mynclf. 
However^  I  appeared  very  earnest  at  work, 
made  as  if  I  had  not  seen  them,  and  never 
liUed  up  my  eyes  till  they  were  close  to  me, 
and  had  saluted  me,  and  then  I  cxiuld  not 
help  it.  I  hung  down  my  head,  and  told 
them  my  last  misfortune,  with  all  the  rir- 
cumstancej!,  and  that  I  was  as  poor  as  when 
they  first  saw  me. 

After  that,  I  added,  you  may  say  that  I 
ought  to  have  hid  my  money  in  another 
place  than  in  a  pot  of  bran,  which  was 
carried  out  of  mv  house  that  same  day : 
but  that  pot  had  stood  there  manv  years, 
and  had  never  been  removed,  whenever 
my  wife  parted  with  the  bran.  Could  I 
guess  that  a  sand-man  should  c^me  by  that 
very  day,  an«l  my  wife  would  have  no 
money, and  would  inakesuch  an  exchange? 
You  may  indeed  allej^e,  that  I  on«rlit  to 
have  told  my  wile  of  it ;  but  I  will  "never 
believe  that  eurli  pnhlent  |)er?!on3,  as  I  am 
perpuadeil  you  are,  would  have  ffiven  me 
that  advice ;  and  if  I  had  put  my  monev 
any  where  else,  what  certainty  could  1 
have  hail  that  it  would  be  more  «afe  ? 

I  see,  sir,  said  I,  addref«ing  myself  to 


Saadi,  that  it  has  pleased  Ood,  whom 
ways  are  secret  and  impenetrable,  that  I 
should  not  be  enriched  bv  yoor  libemiftr 
but  that  I  must  be  poor ;  however,  the  obu* 
Ration  is  the  same  as  if  it  had  wrought  Che 
desired  eflect. 

After  these  words,  I  was  silent ;  and 
Saadi  replied.  Though  I  would  penoade 
myself,  Hassan,  that  all  yon  tell  us  is  true, 
and  not  owing  to  your  debauchery  or  ill 
management,  yet  I  must  not  be  extrava- 
gant, and  ruin  myself  for  the  sake  of  an 
experiment.  I  do  not  re?ret  in  the  least 
the  four  hundretl  pieces  of  eold  I  gave  roa 
to  raise  you  in  the  world,  i  did  it  out  of  re- 
spect to  God,  without  expecting  any  re- 
compense but  the  pleasure  of  doing  eood. 
If  any  thin?  makes  me  repent,  it  m  that  I 
did  not  address  myself  to  another,  who 
might  have  made  a  better  use  of  my  chs- 
rit>\  Tlien  turning  about  to  his  friend,  Sa- 
ad, continued  he,  you  may  know  by  what 
I  have  said,  that  I  do  not  entirely  give  up 
the  cause.  You  may  now  make  your  ex- 
periment, and  let  me  see,  that  there  are 
ways,  besides  giving  money,  to  make  a 
poor  man's  fortune  m  the  way  we  both 
mean.  Let  Hassan  be  the  man.  I  dare 
say,  whatever  you  give  him  he  will  not  be 
richer  than  he  was  with  four  hundred  pie- 
ces of  gold.  Saad  had  a  piece  of  lean  in 
his  hand,  which  he  showed  Saadi.  Yoa 
saw  me,  said  he,  take  up  this  piece  of  lead, 
which  1  found  on  the  ground  ;  I  will  ^ve 
it  to  Hassan ;  and  you  shall  see  what  it  ii 
worth. 

Saiuti  burst  out  a  laughing  at  Saad. 
What  is  that  bit  of  lead  wortii  ?  »said  he; 
a  farthing?  Wliat  can  Ha.-sRan  ih  with 
that  7  8a:id  presenter!  it  to  me,  and  aid. 
Take  it,  Ha.ssan  :  let  Ssiatli  laugh:  you 
will  tell  us  some  news  of  the  good  lurk  it 
has  bnnightone  time  or  another.  I  tlmiiffht 
Saad  was  in  jest,  and  had  a  mind  to  divert 
hinipseif ;  however,  I  put  the  lea«l  in  mt 
po<'ket,  and  thanked  him.  The  two  trieniii 
pursued  their  walk,  and  1  fell  to  work 
again. 

At  nii^ht,  when  I  pulled  ofi'mv  rWhei«  Xfl 
go  to  be* I,  the  ]>iece  of  lead,  wh^h  1  had 
never  thought  of  from  the  time  he  gave  it 
me,  tumbled  out  of  mv  porket    I  took 
it  up,  and  laid  it  on  the  flrst  place  that  wta 
nearest  to  me.    The  same  night  it  hapren- 
cd  that  a  fisherman,  a  neighbour,  menaing 
his  nets,  tbund  a  piece  ol  lead  wanting ; 
and  it  being  too  late  to  buy  any,  Fuwe  the 
sliop^  were  shut  up,  and  he  must  either  frh 
that  night  or  his  family  go  without  bread 
the  next  day,  he  called  to  his  wite.  and  bid 
her  i(i<|uire  among  the  neighbours  for  i 
piece.    She  went  fmm  door  to  door  on  both 
*fide:^  of  the  street,  but  could  iwH  eft  any. 
and  came  back  again  to  tell  her  Fiu<^»and 
so.    He  a-^ked  her  if  she  had  been  to  «vr- 
nit  of  their  neighbours,  naming  them,  and 
ameng  the  rest  Hassan  Alhabbal^  hous*. 
No,  indeed,  said  the  wife,  I  have  not  ben 
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there ;  that  was  too  far  off  and  if  I  hod 
gone,  do  you  think  I  should  have  Ibund 
any?  I  know  by  experience  tliey  never 
have  any  thing  when  one  wanu  it.  No 
matter,  said  the  fieherman;  you  are  an 
idle  huasy ;  you  must  go  there ;  for  tliough 
you  have  b^n  there  a  hundred  times  be- 
rore,  without  getting  any  thing,  you  may 
chance  to  get  what  we  ^vtint  now.  You 
must  go. 

The  fisherman's  wile  went  out  grumbling 
and  growling,  came  and  knocked  at  my 
door,  and  waked  me  out  ot*  ii  sound  sleep. 
I  asKed  her  what  she  wanted.  Hiissiiin 
Alhabbal,  said  she,  ns  loud  as  she  could 
bawl,  my  huifband  wants  a  bit  ol*  k^ad  to 
mend  his  nets  with ;  and  il*  you  have  a 
piece,  desires  you  to  give  it  him. 

The  piece  of  lead  which  Saad  had  given 
me  was  so  frcsli  in  my  memory,  and  had  so 
lately  dropt  out  ot*  my  clothes,  that  I  could 
not  ibrget  it.  1  told  my  neighbour  I  had 
some ;  and  itVhe  would  stay  a  moment,  my 
wife  should  give  her  what  slie  wanted.  Ac- 
cordingly, my  wile,  who  wiis  wakened  by 
the  noise  as  well  as  myself,  got  up.  and 
groping  about  where  I  directea  her,  found 
the  lead,  open<id  tl»e  d(X)r,  and  gave  it  to 
the  fisherman's  wile,  who  wjis  so  overjoyed, 
that  she  promised  my  wile,  that  for  tlie 
kimhiess  she  did  her  and  her  hust)and,  she 
wouKl  anw\ver  for  him  we  ci>h()uld  have  the 
first  ca^t  of  the  nets. 

The  fislierman  was  so  much  rejoiced  to 
see  the  lead,  which  he  so  little  expected, 
that  he  very  much  approved  Ids  wife's  pro- 
mk^.  He  finislied  mending  his  nets,  and 
went  a  fishing  two  hours  oefore  day,  ac- 
cording to  custom.  At  tlie  first  throw  he 
cauglit  hut  one  fish,  about  a  yard  long,  and 

Rroportionable  in  thickness ;  and  aflerwards 
ad  a  great  many  succovful  exists;  but 
of  all  the  fish  he  took,  none  came  up  in  size 
equal  to  the  first. 

When  the  fislierman  had  done  fishing, 
he  went  home,  where  hb  firrt  care  was  to 
think  of  me.  I  was  extremely  8un>risc*l, 
when  at  my  work,  to  see  him  come  to  me 
with  a  largi!  fish  in  his  hand.  Neigliknir, 
said  he,  mv  wile  prmniscvl  you  last  ni^lit, 
in  return  for  your  kindness,  whateverfish 
I  should  catch  at  my  first  throw  :  and  I  ap- 
ivoveii  her  promi**.  It  ple:i>=cd  Givl  to  send 
me  no  more  than  this  one  for  you.  which  I 
desire  vou  to  accept  of,  such  as  it  is.  I 
wish  itha«l  l)een  better.  Had  he  sent  me 
my  net  full,  tliey  should  ail  have  been 
yours. 

Neighbour,  said  I,  the  bit  of  lead  wtiich  1 
sent  you  ^\'as  such  a  trifle,  that  it  outrht  not 
to  be  vahjrd  at  so  high  a  rate ;  neiglibours 
should  assist  each  other  in  their  little  wants. 
I  have  done  no  more  for  vou  than  I  should 
have  cx[ircteti  from  you  had  I  been  in  such 
a  case ;  therefore  I  would  refuse  your  pre- 
sent^ if  I  W!ut  not  pcrmiaded  you  gave  K 
me  treelj,  and  that  I  should  ofknd  you  if  I 
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did  90 ;  and  since  you  will  have  it  so.  I  take 
it,  and  I  return  you  my  hearty  tlianks. 

Ai^er  these  civilities,  I  took  the  fish,  and 
carried  it  home  to  my  wife.  Here,  said  I, 
take  this  fish,  which  the  fisherman  our 
neighbour  has  made  me  a  present  of,  in 
return  tor  the  little  bit  of  lead  he  sent  to  us 
for  last  night :  I  believe  it  is  all  that  we  cah 
expect  from  the  present  Saad  made  me 
yesterday,  promising  me  that  it  would  brin^ 
me  good  luck ;  and  then  I  told  her  what 
had  pa»<d  between  the  two  friends. 

My  wife  was  verv  much  startled  to  see 
so  large  a  fish.  ^Vlmt  would ^ou  have  me 
do  with  if?  said  she.  Our  gndiron  is  only 
fit  to  broil  small  fish :  and  we  have  not  a 
]yot  big  enough  to  boil  it.  That  is  your  bu- 
siness, answered  I ;  drew  it  as  you  will,  I 
shall  like  it  either  way ;  and  then  I  went  to 
mv  work  again. 

In  gutting  the  fish,  my  wife  found  a 
large  diamond,  which,  when  she  washed  it, 
she  took  for  a  piece  of  glass :  indeed  she 
had  heanl  talk  of  diamonds,  but  if  she  had 
ever  seen  or  handled  one,  she  u-ould  not 
have  known  how  to  distin^ish  them.  She 
gave  it  to  the  youn^rest  of  our  children  for 
a  plaything,  and  his  brothers  and  sisters 
hand  fed  it  about  from  one  to  another,  to 
admire  the  brightness  and  beauty  of  it. 

At  night  when  the  lamp  ^vas  lighted, 
and  the  children  were  still  iHaying  with  the 
diamond,  they  perceived  that  it  gax-e  a 
light,  when  my  wile,  who  was  getting  them 
their  supiier,  stooii  between  them  and  the 
lamp ;  uix)n  which  tliey  snatched  it  from 
one  another  to  try  it ;  and  the  younger  ones 
fell  a  crying,  that  the  elder  ones  would  not 
let  them  have  it  long  enough.  But  as  a 
little  matter  amuses  children,  and  makes 
them  sciuabble  and  fall  out,  my  wife  and  I 
took  no  notice  of  tlicir  noise,  which  present- 
ly ceased,  when  the  biopger  ones  su])iied 
witli  us,  and  my  wile  had  given  tlic  young- 
er each  their  share. 

A  Her  supper,  the  cliildren  got  together 
again,  and  besran  to  make  the  Kiine  noise, 
'nieii  1  calletl  to  the  eldest,  to  know  what 
was  the  matter,  who  tuid  me  that  it  was 
aliout  a  pitTc  ol  glass,  which  gave  a  li^ht 
when  his  back  wits  to  the  lamp.  1  bid  him 
bring  it  to  me,  and  mmle  the  exiwriment 
mynelf ;  and  it  appearetl  so  extraordinary 
to  nie,  that  1  asked  my  wife  wlial  it  was. 
She  told  me  it  was  a  piece  of  glass,  whk^li 
Khe  tbund  in  gutting  tlic  fish. 

I  tliought  IK)  mon^.  than  she  but  that  it 
was  a  bit  of  glaw,  but  I  was  resolved  to 
make  a  farther  ex|X'riment  of  it ;  andthere- 
Ibn*  bid  my  wile  ;o  put  the  lamp  hi  the 
chimney,  which  she  did,  and  siul  tbund 
that  the  supixised  piece  of  glaiis  gave  so 
great  a  light,  that  we  might  see  to  go  to 
bed  witiiout  the  lamp.    So  I  put  it  out,  and 

{>laced  the  bit  ot*  glass  upon  the  chimney  to 
ight  us  Look,  Mikl  I.  this  is  another  ad- 
vantage that  Saadi'b  mend's  piece  of  lead 
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procures  us :  it  will  spare  us  the  expense  of 
oil. 

When  the  children  saw  the  lamp  was 
put  out,  and  the  bit  of  glasB  supplied  its 
place,  uieyr  cried  out  so  loud,  and  made  so 
f^reai  a  noise  with  astonishment,  that  it  was 
enough  to  alarm  the  neighbourhood ;  and 
before  my  wife  and  I  could  quiet  them  wc 
were  forced  to  make  a  greater  iioiee,  nor 
could  we  silence  them  till  we  had  put  them 
to  bed ;  and  afler  talking  a  long  while  in 
their  way  about  the  wonderful  light  of  a 
bit  of  glass,  they  fell  asleep.  Alter  they 
wore  in  bed,  my  wife  and  I  went  to  bed  by 
them ;  and  next  morning,  witliout  thinking 
any  more  of  the  glass,  I  went  to  my  work 
as  usual ;  which  ought  not  to  seem  strange 
ibr  such  a  man  as  i^  who  had  never  seen 
any  diamonds,  or,  if  I  liad,  never  attended 
to  their  value. 

But  belbre  I  proceed,  I  must  tell  your 
majesty,  that  there  was  but  a  very  slight 
partition-wall  between  my  house  and  my 
next  neighbour's,  who  was  a  very  rich  Jew, 
and  a  jeweller ;  and  tlio  chamber  that  he 
and  his  wife  lay  in  joined  to  ours.  They 
were  both  in  bed,  ana  the  noise  my  children 
made  awakened  them. 

The  next  morning  the  jeweller's  wife 
came  to  mine  to  complain  or  being  disturb- 
ed out  of  their  first  sleep.  Good  neighbour 
Rachael,  which  was  the  Jew's  wife's  name, 
said  my  wife,  I  am  very  sorry  for  what 
happened,  and  hope  you  will  excuse  it: 
you  know  it  was  the  children,  and  they  will 
lau^h  and  cry  lor  a  trifle.  Come  in,  and  I 
willshow  you  w^hat  was  tlie  occasion  of  all 
the  noise. 

The  Jewess  went  in  with  her,  and  my 
wife  taking  the  diamond  (for  such  it  really 
was,  and  a  very  extraordinary  one)  oil"  the 
chimney -niece,  gave  it  into  her  hand«.  See 
here,  said  she ;  it  was  this  piece  of  glass 
that  caused  all  the  noise  ;  and  while  the 
Jewess,  who  understood  all  sorts  of  precious 
stones,  was  examining  tin's  diamond  with 
admiration,  my  wife  had  told  her  how  she 
found  it  in  the  fish's  belly,  and  what  had 
happened. 

Indeed,  Aischach,  which  was  my  wife's 
name,  said  the  jeweller's  wife,  giving  her 
the  diamond  a^ain,  I  believe  as  you  do,  it 
is  a  piece  of  glass ;  but  as  it  is  more  beau- 
tiful tlian  coniinon  glass,  and  I  have  just 
such  another  piece  at  home,  I  w^ill  buy  it,  if 
yon  will  sell  it. 

The  children,  who  heard  them  talking 
of  selling  their  plaything,  presently  inter- 
rupted their  conversation,  crying  and  beg- 
ging their  mother  not  to  part  with  it,  who, 
to  quiet  them,  promised  stie  would  not. 

The  Jewess  bein^  thus  prevented  in  her 
bargain  by  my  children,  went  away,  but 
first  whL-iHirifu^  my  wile  (who  followed  her 
to  the  door),  if  she  had  a  mind  to  sell  it,  not 
to  sliow  it  to  any  body  without  acquainting 
her. 

The  Jew  went  out  early  in  the  morning 


to  his  shop  in  that  part  ^  the  town  where 
the  jewellers  all  resortui  ta  Thither  hit 
wife  went  to  him,  and  told  him  the  disco- 
very she  had  made.  She  gave  him  an  ac- 
count of  the  size  and  wei^t  of  it  as  near 
as  Rhe  could  gueas,  and  of  its  beautr,  water, 
and  lustre,  and  particularly  of  the  light 
which  it  gave  in  the  night  according  to  my 
wile's  account^  which  was  the  morecredible 
as  slie  was  unmfonned. 

The  Jew  sent  his  wife  immediately  to 
treat,  and  to  offer  her  a  trifle  at  first,  as  fhe 
should  think  fit,  and  tlien  to  raise  her  price 
by  degrees ;  but  be  sure  U>  brin^  it,  ocst 
what  it  would.  Accordingly  his  wile  came 
again  to  mine  privately,  and,  without  sup- 
ixking  that  she  was  determined  to  sell  the 
diamond,  iisked  her  if  she  would  take  twen- 
ty pieces  of  gold  for  that  piece  of  s^lasa 

My  wife  thinking  the  sum  so  conndenible 
for  a  mere  piece  of  glass,  as  shethousht  it, 
would  not  make  any  bargain ;  but  told  her 
she  could  not  part  with  it,  till  she  had  ^o• 
ken  with  me.  In  the  mean  time  I  came 
from  my  work  to  dinner.  As  they  were 
talking  at  the  door,  my  wife  stopped  me. 
and  asked  me,  if  I  would  sell  the  piece  of 
glass  she  had  found  in  the  fishes  bellf  fir 
twenty  pieces  of  gold  which  our  neighbour 
oflbred  her.  I  returned  no  answer ;  but  ro- 
flected  immediately  on  tlie  assurance  with 
which  Saad,  in  givmg  me  the  |Mece  of  kad, 
told  me  it  would  make  my  ibrtune.  The 
Jew  woman,  fancying  that  the  low  orice 
she  had  offered  was  the  reason  I  mane  do 
reply,  said,  I  will  give  you  fil\y,  neighbour, 
ii*  that  will  do. 

As  soon  as  I  found  that  she  rose  presently 
from  twenty  to  fitly,  I  told  her  tnat  I  ex- 
pected a  great  deal  more.  Well,  neigh- 
bour, said  slie,  I  will  give  you  a  hundred, 
and  that  is  so  much,  I  know  not  whether 
my  husband  will  bear  me  out.  At  thii 
new  advance,  I  told  her  I  would  have  a 
hundred  thousand  pieces  of  ^d  ibr  it; 
that  I  saw  plainly  that  the  diamond  wu 
worth  a  great  deal  more ;  but  to  oblige  her 
and  her  husband,  as  they  were  neiglwHin; 
I  would  limit  mvseif  to  that  price,  which  I 
was  determined  to  have :  and  if  ther  re- 
fused to  give  it,  other  jewellers  should  nave 
it,  wlio  would  give  a  great  deal  more. 

The  Jewess  confirmed  me  in  this  my 
resolution,  by  her  eagerness  to  conclude  tbB 
bargain :  and  by  coming  up  at  several  Hi- 
dings  to  fifty  thousand  pieces,  which  I  re- 
fused. I  can  oHer  vou  no  more,  sail  the, 
without  my  husband's  consent.  He  will  be 
at  home  at  night ;  and  I  would  be^  the 
favour  of  you  to  let  him  see  it,  which  I  pfo- 
mised. 

At  night  when  the  Jew  came  home,  bm 
wile  told  him  what  she  had  done;  thai  sht 
had  got  no  forwarder  with  my  wife  or  me ; 
that  she  offered,  and  I  refused,  fifly  tbi>u- 
sand  pieces  of  crold ;  and  that  I  Ittd  pro- 
mised to  stay  till  night  at  her  reqaest.  He 
obser\'ed  the  time  when  I  lefl  off  work,  zod 
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came  to  me.  Ntii^hhonr  Hassan,  raiid  he. 
I  desire  you  wouKl  bhuw  nie  the  diamonu 
your  wite  showed  to  mine.  I  brought  him 
m,  and  showed  it  him.  Art  it  whs  very 
dark,  and  mv  lamp  was  not  lighted,  he 
knew  prcecntly,  by  the  light  the  diamond 

Sive.  and  by  the  lustre  it  ctist  in  my  hand, 
at  his  wite  had  given  him  a  true  account 
of  it.  He  looked  at  and  admired  it  a  lon^ 
time.  Well,  neighbour,  paid  he,  my  wile 
tells  me  she  odferei  you  filly  thousand  pie- 
ces ot*  gold ;  I  will  give  you  twenty  thou- 
sand more. 

Neighbour,  said  I,  your  wife  can  tell  you 
that  r  value  my  diamond  at  a  hundred 
thousand  pieces,  and  I  will  take  nothing 
leas.  He  haggled  a  long  time  with  nic,  in 
hopes  that  I  would  make  some  abatement : 
but  finding  at  last  that  I  was  pof^itive,  and 
for  fear  that  I  shoukl  show  it  to  otlier  jew- 
ellers, as  I  certainly  should  have  done,  he 
would  not  leave  me.  till  the  bargain  was 
concluded  on  my  own  terms.  He  told  me 
that  he  had  not  so  much  money  at  home, 
but  would  pay  it  all  to  me  by  that  time  to- 
morrow, and  that  very  instant  fetched  two 
bags  of  a  thousand  pieces  each,  as  an  ear- 
nest ;  and  the  next  day,  though  I  do  not 
know  how  he  raised  tlie  money,  whether 
he  borrowed  it  of  his  friends,  or  let  some 
other  jewellers  into  partnership  with  him, 
he  brought  me  the  sum  we  agreed  tor.  at 
the  time  appointed,  and  I  delivered  to  him 
the  diamond. 

Having  thus  sold  mv  diamond,  and  beinff 
rich,  infinitely  be>'ona  my  hopes,  I  tlianked 
God  tor  his  bounty  and  liberality;  and 
would  have  gone  and  thrown  myself  at 
Sand's  feet  to  express  my  gratitude,  if 
I  had  known  where  he  lived  j  u»  al;^  at 
Saadi's,  to  whom  1  wan  firr>t  uhlif^ed,  though 
his  good'  intention  had  not  tlie  tviine  sue- 


Afterwards  I  thouffht  of  the  gooil  use  I 
should  make  ot*  so  conHidorahle  a  sum.  My 
wife,  witli  the  vanity  natuml  to  her  sex, 
proposexi  immediately  to  buy  rich  clothes 
KM*  her  and  her  children  ;  and  to  purchase 
a  house,  and  furnish  it  handwmely.  1  told 
her  we  ought  not  to  b(*gin  with  such  ex- 
penses; tor,  said  1,  money  is  made  to  be 
■p«*nt.  so  as  that  it  may  produce  a  fuml 
which  we  majk*  draw  from  without  its  fail- 
ing. This  1  intend,  and  shall  begin  to- 
morrow. 

1  ^pent  all  that  day  and  the  next  in  goins' 
to  tlie  i>eople  of  my  own  trade,  wlio  worked 
as  hard  every  <lay  lor  their  breatl  as  1  had 
done  ;  and  giving  them  money  b^'linrhand, 
cmraced  them  to  work  tor  me  in  different 
sorts  of  rope-niakin^,  acoonlini?  to  their 
skill  and  ability,  with  a  pnimise  not  to 
make  them  wait  for  their  money,  but  to 
Day  tliem  as  soon  as  tficir  work  was  done. 

By  tiiis  means  I  engrossed  almost  all  the 
budness  of  Bagdad,  and  every  body  was 
pleased  with  myexactnen  and  punctual 
payment. 


As  so  great  a  number  of  workmen  rniMt 
produce  a  great  deal  of  work,  I  went  ami 
hired  warehouses  in  several  parts  aC  the 
town  to  hold  my  goods,  and  appointed  over 
each  a  clerk,  to  sell  both  wholesale  and 
retail:  and  by  this  economy  received  a 
consiiierable  profit  and  income.  After- 
wards, to  unite  so  many  warehouses  in  one 
place,  I  bought  a  large  house,  whksh  stood 
ui)on  a  great  deal  of  ground,  but  was 
ruinous,  pu)le<l  it  down,  and  built  that 
which  yoQr  majesty  saw  yesterday,  which, 
though  it  makes  so  great  an  appearance, 
conpiHti«,  tor  the  most  part,  of  warehouses 
lor  my  business,  with  ajjartments  just  ne- 
ce««ary  tor  myself  and  tamily. 

Some  time  after  1  had  letl  my  poor  oW 
habitation,  and  removed  to  this  neworM!, 
Saad.  ana  Saadi,  who  had  scarce  thought 
of  me  from  the  last  time  they  had  been  with 
me.  as  they  were  one  day  walking  together, 
ana  passing  by  our  street,  resolved  to  call 
upon  me  :  But  how  great  was  tlieir  surprise 
when  they  did  not  see  me  at  work,  as  they 
used  to  find  me !  They  asked  what  was 
become  of  me,  and  if  I  was  alive  or  dead  ? 
Their  amazement  was  redoubled,  when 
they  were  told  I  was  become  a  ^reat  mer- 
chant, and  was  no  longer  called  plain 
Hassan,  but  Cogia  Hasstm  Alhabbal, 
which  was  to  say.  Merchant  Hassan  Rope- 
maker,  and  that  I  had  built  in  a  street, 
which  was  named  to  them,  a  house  like  a 
palace. 

The  two  friends  went  directly  to  the 
street,  and  in  the  way,  as  Saadi  could  not 
imagine  that  the  hit  of  lead  which  Saad 
had  given  me  could  have  bt^en  the  raising 
of  my  fortune,  he  said  to  him,  1  am  over- 
joyed I  to  have  made  Hassan  Alhabbal's 
tbrtune :  but  I  cannot  forgive  the  two  lies 
he  told  me,  to  get  tour  hundred  pieces  in- 
stead of  two :  tor  I  nor  nobody  else  can 
attribute  it  to  the  piece  ot*  leaa  you  gave 
him. 

Ho  you  think,  replied  Saad ;  but  so  do 
not  I.  I  do  not  see  why  you  should  do 
Cogia  Ha:»«in  so  much  injustk*e  as  to  take 
him  for  a  liar.  You  must  give  me  leave 
to  believe  that  he  told  us  the  truth,  and 
diss^uised  nothin?  from  Uf*.  and  that  the 
piece  of  lead  which  I  gave  him  is  the  cause 
of  his  pmi;})erity ;  and  you  will  find  he  will 
pr<'wntly  tt»ll  us  so. 

In  this  discourse  the  two  friends  came 
into  the  strei't  where  I  lived,  and  asked 
whereabout**  my  house  stoo<l;  and  being 
showe<l  it,  and 'considering  the  front,  they 
had  much  ado  to  believe  it. 

Thev  knocke<t  at  the  do^ir,  and  my  porter 
of)ened  it ;  and  Saadi,  tearing  to  be  guilty 
ot'  nideness  in  taking  the  liou<ae  of  a  noble- 
man tor  that  he  was  intjuirin^  after,  said 
to  the  porter,  We  are  informed  that  this  is 
Cogia  Hassan  AlhabbaPs  hoube;  tell  vm 
if  we  are  not  mistaken.  You  are  very 
ri^ht,  sir,  sakl  the  porter,  opening  the  door 
wider ;  it  is  the  same :  come  in ;  he  is  in 
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the  hall,  ami  aiiy  uf  tlic  slaved  will  point 
him  out  to  you. 

I  had  no  sooner  set  my  eyen  upon  the 
two  friends,  but  I  knew  them.  I  rone  from 
my  HCat,  ran  to  them,  and  would  have 
kifMcd  the  hem  of  their  gannciiU,  but  thcv 
would  not  suiler  it.  but  embraced  me.  I 
invited  them  to  sit  uown  on  a  Kofa  made  to 
hold  four  persons,  which  vn\s  placed  full 
in  view  of  my  gtirden.  I  desired  them  to 
sit  down,  and  they  would  have  me  take  tlie 
dace  of  honour.  I  assured  them  that  I 
had  not  forgot  tliat  I  was  ixwr  Hassan 
Alhabbal,  nor  tlie  obligatbns  I  had  to 
them ;  but  were  this  not  the  case,  I  knew 
the  respect  due  to  tliem,  and  begged  them 
not  to  exi)osc  nic.  They  sat  down  in  tlic 
proper  place,  and  1  ovcr-aicaiui^t  them. 

Then  Saadi,  addressing  hinLself  to  me, 
said,  Cogia  Hassan,  I  caiuiot  express  my 
)oy  to  see  you  in  tiic  condition  I  wk*hed  you, 
when  I  twice  made  you  a  ])rei3ent  oi*  two 
hundi-cil  pieces  of  gold,  with  which  I  moan 
not  to  upbraid  you :  and  I  am  ]K3rsu>ulcd 
that  those  tour  huiiilred  pieces  have  nuule 
this  wonderful  cluuige  in  your  Ibrtune, 
whidi  I  see  wnth  pleasui-e.  One  tliin^; 
vexes  nie,  wliich  is,  I  cannot  cximprehend 
the  ren«<on  why  you  should  twice  disguise 
tlie  truth  from  me,  ailcf^ing  (hat  your  M^t^c^ 
were  the  elicct  of  mislortunos  which  t^till 
seem  to  nic  incredible.  W:u4  it  nut  he- 
causc,  when  we  were  tog<*llier  the  la>:t 
time,  you  had  so  little  advcinctMl  youri»nuiII 
hiconie  with  e:w'h  uf  the  two  hundrrd 
pieres  of  ffojjl,  tiiat  yuii  were  a^hJu^L*.l  to 
own  it  ?  1  am  willinii  to  believe  thi.s,  and 
wait  to  be  c-un firmed  in  my  opinivui. 

Saiiii  heard  this  dirt'oiu'se  of  Saadi'-swiili 
impatience,  not  to  siiy  indignation,  which 
he  showctl  by  castin*;  down  JiLs  eyes  and 
shaking  his  lu^ad  :^  he  did  nut  huwever 
interruj»t  him.  When  he  had  done,  he 
said  to  him,  Forjjrive  me,  Sajidi,  if  I  anti- 
cipate Cui^ia  Hass:in,  hclure  he  antiwei-s 
yon,  to  teir  >;uu,  thai  I  admire  your  preiKis- 
sessloiLs  against  hit:  Kinccrity,  and  that  you 
still  ])ert<iht  in  not  believing  the  a.Si^umnces 
he  hii.<  alread)'  given  yon.  I  have  toiii  you 
before,  and  I  rejxnit  it  to  yuu  once  more, 
that  1  believe  tlu»«,'  two  acciilents  whicli 
liefell  him  ui)on  his  bare  relation;  and 
whatever  you  may  say,  I  am  ix'ivuaded 
thev  are  true;  but  let  him  tiH:aK  hiinssclf, 
and  tell  which  of  us  does  him  justice. 

AiUv  this  di!«cour»HJ  of  the  two  iViends,  I 
said,  addressing  myself  to  them  Ijoth,  Gen- 
tlemen, I  should  condenm  myself  t(»  per- 
petual silence,  on  the  explanation  you  ask 
of  me,  if  1  was  not  certain  the  dispute  you 
arecue  ujion  my  account  cannot  break  that 
iriendslup  winch  subsists  bet  wren  yuu; 
therelbre  I  will  dec  lure  to  yuu  the  truth, 
since  you  require  it;  and  with  the  ssime 
Hincenty  as  bt^fore.  Then  1  told  them 
every  circumFtance,  as  your  majcFty  has 
Jusard,  without  forgetting  the  least. 

All  my  protestations  had  no  eficct  on 


Saadi,  to  cure  him  of  his  prrj  udiee.  Cogia 
Hassan,  replied  Saaili,  the  aiPventure  d 
the  fish,  and  diamond  found  in  his  belly, 
appears  to  nic  as  incnMlihle  as  the  kite's 
flvmg  away  with  your  tui-ban,  and  the  ex- 
change of  the  scOuring-€and.  Be  it  as  if 
will,  1  am  equally  convinceil  that  vou  are 
no  longer  ])oor,  but  rich  as  I  intended  you 
should  1)6,  by  my  means ;  and  I  n^ice 
sincerely. 

As  it  grew  late,  they  ffot  up  to  take  their 
leaves;  when  I  stopiied  them,  and  said, 
Gentlemen,  there  is  one  favour  I  have  to 
ask,  and  I  be^  of  you  not  to  refuse  to  do  me 
tlie  honour  to  stay  luid  take  a  slight  supper 
with  me,  and  a  bed  to-night,  aBd  to-mor- 
row I  will  c<'irry  you  bv  water  to  a  small 
country-house,  which  I  nought  for  the  take 
of  tlie  air,  and  we  will  return  the  Kime 
dav  on  my  hordes. 

If  Saad  hiis  no  business  tiiat  calls  him 
elsewhere,  said  Saadi,  I  consent.  Saad 
told  him  that  notliing  should  prevent  hii 
eujoving  his  company.  We  have  only  to 
sena  a  slave  to  mv  house,  that  we  may  not 
he  waited  lor.  I  provide<l  a  t^lave;  and 
while  they  were  giving  tlieir  ordcnt,  1  went 
and  ordered  supi)er. 

While  it  was  getting  ready,  I  showed  my 
benefactors  my  house  an4l  all  my  offices, 
which  they  thought  very  extenpi^e,  con- 
sidering my  i<)rtune.  I  call  them  both  be- 
netiictors,  without  distinction,  becausewiih- 
out  Saadi,  Snad  would  never  have  eiven 
me  the  piece  of  lea<l ;  and  without  Saad. 
Saadi  would  nut  have  {?ivon  nie  the  luur 
hundred  piecesof  gold,  to  which  I  atiribuie 
th(^  ris<'ot  my  good  Ibrtune.  Then  I  broufht 
them  back  a^rain  into  the  hall,  where  lEe^ 
a^ked  me  stfveral  qu(Mions  alK>ut  my  bwi- 
ner« ;  and  I  giive  them  surh  aiiswere  si 
satisfied  them. 

DuriiiAT  this  discourw?,  my  Por\-ants  came 
to  tell  me  that  Mip|)er  was  c^erved  up.  I 
led  them  into  another  hall,  where  thev  ad- 
mired the  manner  in  which  it  was  lighted, 
the  Ixstulet,  and  the  entertaiiimentl  luid 
provided.  I  regaleil  them  also  with  a  con- 
cert of  vocal  and  instrumental  music  dar- 
ing the  rt»past,  and  al\erwards  with  a  com- 
pany of  dancers,  and  other  eiitortainmeiitd, 
endeavouring  to  show  them  as  much  ai 
ixvo^ible  my  gratitude. 

The  next  morning,  as  we  had  agreed  to 
set  out  early  to  enjoy  the  fresh  air,  we  re- 
|):iire<l  to  the  river  side  by  sunrise,  and 
went  on  board  a  pleasure-boat  well  car- 
ix^ted,  that  waite<i  lor  us;  and  in  leasthao 
an  hour  and  a  halt*,  with  six  gootl  rowtin 
an<l  the  stream,  we  arrived  at  iny  coimL*y- 
houi^e. 

When  we  went  iishore.  the  two  friecdi 
St  opt  to  olKicrve  the  l>eauty  of  the  ouuaie 
of  my  house,  and  to  adiiure  iut  advaMs- 
gcous  situation  for  the  prospects,  viiich 
were  neither  too  much  limited  nor  lf» ex- 
tensive, but  such  as  made  it  verv  n^ttt- 
able.    Then  I  carried  them  into'  ail  ibe 
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Bpnrtincnt*  and  chowed  them  all  the  out- 
faouMB  and  iMnvenieneiei ;  with  all  which 
they  were  very  well  pl(«*ed. 

Aflerwarda  we  walked  in  the  pardeiiB, 
where  what  they  were  moat  taken  with 
wa«  a  gmve  of  onuige  and  lemon  trees, 
toaded  with  fruit  and  ftowere,  which  were 
planted  at  equal  distancra,  and  watered  by 
a  c&nal  of  I'reah  water,  which  was  cut  from 
ft  pleaaant  river  juM  hy.  The  cloee  ahaile, 
the  frnKr&ntwnell  which  periumed  the  air, 
(  (he  Mil  raurmiiringi  of  the  water,  the  har- 
nwuioui  notes ol' an  Infinite  number  of  birda, 
and  rnany  other  agreeable  circumstancea, 
■truck  Ihcm  in  sucn  a  mnoner,  that  they 
frequently  «opt  lo  eiprens  how  much  they 
were  obliged  to  me  liir  bringing  Ihem  to  bo 
delighlful  a  place,  and  lo  congratulate  me 
upon  my  great  accuicition*,  wiui  other  com- 
pliments. I  led  them  to  the  end  of  that 
grove,  which  w:ia  very  long  and  broad, 
where  I  fhoweil  them  a  wnoa  ol'large  Ireee 
which  terminoted  my  gnnten,  and  allec^ 
wnriU  a  nummer- house,  open  on  all  ude«. 
■haded  with  a  cluster  of  palm-treea,  hut 
not  BO  ai  to  Bpoil  the  progpeci ;  then  I  in- 
vited tliem  to  walk  in.  and  repote  them- 
•elvM  on  a  aola.  coveted  with  carpet*  and 
cuchionc. 

Two  of  my  boy*,  whom  1  had  Bent  into 
the  country,  with  a  tutor,  for  the  air,  lelt 
n^,  to  CO  into  the  wood  bird-nesting ;  and 
feeing  a  nest  which  was  built  in  the 
brancnes  of  a  great  tree,  Ihey  attempted  to 
get  at  ill  but  o«  they  hfid  neither  strength 
nor  address  to  accompiieh  it,  Ihey  showed 
it  10  the  slave  who  waited  on  inem,  and 
never  leli  Ihem,  and  hiil  him  climb  the  tree 
for  It ;  who,  when  he  came  lo  it,  wai  very 
much  Burpnsed  to  find  it  built  in  a  turban. 
However,  he  took  it,  and  brought  it  down 
with  him,  and  showed  it  to  my  children ; 
and  as  he  thought  that  I  might  like  to  tee 
a  thing  that  was  so  uncommon,  be  gave  it 
lo  the  eldest  boy  lo  biioK  lo  me. 

I  saw  the  children  at  a  dietance,  ccmipi 
back  to  u*,oveoo7edtohK¥«gUieDftiiMt 


Father^  said  the  eldeA  lad.  we  have  found 
a  nest  m  a  lurb.-in.  The  two  friendl  and  1 
were  very  much  BUTpriaed  at  the  novehj; 
but  1  much  more,  when  I  knew  the  inrbu 
to  be  that  wliich  the  kite  flew  away  witb. 
AAer  1  had  examined  it  well,  and  turned  h 
about,  1  said  to  my  gueMs,  0«ntl«men,  bam 
you  memories  good  etwugh  to  remenbar 
the  turban  I  had  on  tbe  day  yaa  did  roe 
the  honour  firBt  to  speak  to  me?  I  do  not 
think,  said  Saad,  that  either  mr  friend  or 
1  gave  any  attention  to  it ;  but  if  the  bun- 
dred  and  ninety  pieces  of  foid  are  in  it,  tn 
cannot  doubt  oi'it. 

Sir,  replied  I,  there  it  no  doubt  but  itii 
the  Bome  turban ;  for,  besides  that  I  know 
it  very  well,  I  tbel  by  the  weight  it  i*  tm 
heavy  to  be  anyother,  and  you  will  perceivo 
this,  if  you  give  youraetf  the  trouble  to  tolw 
it  in  your  hand.  Then,  after  taking  out 
the  bin!*,  and  giving  them  to  the  children, 
I  put  it  into  Ilia  handB,  and  he  gave  it  lo 
Saadi.— Indeed,  laid  Saadi  I  believe  it  to 
be  your  turban,  whicbl  shall  be  betiercon- 
viitceil  of  when  1  tee  the  hundred  aod 
ninety  pieces  of  gold. 

Now,  *ir,  added  I,  taking  the  tatfaon 
again,  observe  very  well,  beiore  I  touch  it, 
thai  it  is  of  no  very  fresh  date  in  the  ti«e ; 
and  the  state  in  which  jrou  Bee  it.  and  the 
nett  BO  neatly  made  in  it,  without  havinf 
been  touched  by  the  handorman,Kre(uff 
cient  proofs  that  the  kite  dropt  or  laid  it  in 
the  tree  ever  aiitce  that  day  he  took  it  from 
off  my  head,  and  the  brvDche*  hindered  it 
from  falling  to  the  ground.  Excuse  my 
making  thM  remark,  ■r»e"  !•———-—- 


__  _  ....  suspicions  of  fraud 

on  rov  part.  Soad  backed  me  in  what  I 
urgeJ,  and  slid,  Saadi,  this  regards  .ran 
and  not  me,  for  I  lun  verily  persiuded  that 
Cozia  Hanan  does  not  impose  uinm  wl 

While  Saad  was  talking.  1  pulled  off  Ibe 
linen  ckith  which  was  wrapped  about  tbe 
cap  of  the  turban,  and  took  out  the  porM, 
which  Sa&di  loww  to  be  the  aania  he  gvn 
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them,  and  said,  There,  gentlemen,  thore  ia 
the  money ;  count  it,  and  see  il*  it  be  right. 
Which  iSaad  did,  and  (bund  it  to  be  a  hun- 
dred and  ninety  pieces  of  gold.  Then 
Saiidi,  who  could  not  deny  so  manifest  a 
trutii,  Hridn.f;sing  himself  to  me,  said,  I 
a^r(*e,  Co^^ia  Hassan,  that  this  money  could 
not  Hcrvc  to  enrich  you ;  but  the  other  hun- 
die<i  and  ninety  pieces,  which  you  would 
make  me  l)elieve  you  hid  in  a  pot  of  bran, 
might.  Sir,  answered  I,  I  have  told  you 
the  truth  in  regard  to  both  sums:  you 
would  not  have  me  retract,  to  make  my- 
self a  liar. 

Cog  ia  Hassan,  said  Saad,  leave  Saadi 
tohitfown  opinion;  I  consent  with  all  my 
licart  that  he  believes  you  are  obliged  to 
him  lor  one  pJirt  d*  your  good  fortune,  by 
means  of  the  hint  Mim  he  gave  you,  pro- 
vided he  will  agree  that  1  contributed  to 
the  other  half  by  the  bit  of  lead,  and  will 
not  pretend  to  dispute  the  valuable  dia- 
mond jbund  in  the  finh's  belly.  I  agree  to 
it,  answered  Saadi ;  but  still  you  must 
give  me  liberty  to  believe  that  money  is 
nor  to  be  amasscKl  without  money. 

What,  replied  Saad,  if  chance  should 
throw  a  diamond  in  my  wav  worth  fifty 
tliounand  pieces  of  gold,  and  i  should  have 
that  sum  given  me  tor  it,  can  it  be  said  I 
got  that  sum  by  money? 

They  disputed  no  farther  then;  but  we 
rose  up,  and  went  into  the  house,  just  a^ 
dinner  was  reaiiy.  After  dinner,  I  left  my 
ffuesta  together,  to  pix&i  away  the  heat  of 
flie  day  moi-e  at  their  liberty  and  witli 
greater  composure,  while  I  went  to  give 
orders  ta  my  hou^^ekeeper  and  gardener. 
Afterwards  I  went  to  them  again,  and  we 
talked  of  indifierent  matters  till  it  grew  a 
little  cooler;  when  we  returned  into  the 

firden  lor  fresh  air,  and  tjtayed  till  sun- set. 
hen  we  all  mounted  on  non?cback.  and 
got  to  Bagdad  by  moonlight  two  liours 
after,  followed  by  one  of  my  slaves. 

It  hap)>ened  by  I  know  not  what  negli- 
gence ol  my  servants  that  we  were  then 
out  of  oats,  and  the  storehoui^!^  were  all 
phut  up ;  when  one  of  my  slaves,  t?ceking 
about  the  neierhbourhood  for  Koine,  mot 
with  a  |X)t  of  bran  in  a  nliop,  lK)nj;i:ht  the 
bnin,  and  brought  the  ix)t  aloni?  w\W\  him. 
promising  to  carry  it  back  a^ain  the  next 
day.  The  ^lave  eni|»tied  the  bran  into  the 
mmiger,  and,  dividin;^  it  with  his  hands 
among  the  horses,  left  a  linen  cloth  tied 
up,  and  very  heavy:  he  brouirht  the  cloth 
to  me  in  the  condition  that  he  ibund  it,  and 
pretfented  it  to  me.  telling  me  that  it  might 
perhaps  be  the  cloth  he  had  often  heard 
me  talk  of  anjong  my  friends. 

Overjoyed,  I  wiid  to  my  two  benefiicton*, 
Gentlemen,  it  has  pleased  God  that  yoii 
should  not  part  from  me  before  you  were 
fully  convinced  of  the  truth  of  what  I  have 
assured  you.  There  are  the  other  hundred 
and  ninety  pieces  of  gold  which  you  gave 
me,   continued  I,  addressing  myself  to 


Saadi ;  I  know  it  very  well  by  the  cloth, 
which  I  tied  up  with  my  own  hands;  and 
then  I  told  out  the  money  betbie  them.  I 
ordered  the|)0t  pret^ntlv  to  be  bn>uglit  to 
me,  and  knew  it  to  be  the  tetuic ;  anil  bo/it 
to  my  wife  to  susk  ii'  she  jvco^'nii^*d  it,  or- 
dering them  to  say  aothing  to  her  oi'  what 
had  liappened.  She  knew  it  inimediati.'ly, 
and  sent  me  word  that  it  Wits  the  i^iuic 
vaj«  she  had  exchangeil  full  of  bnui  tor 
the  scouring-eartli. 

Saadi  reiiility  submitted,  and  renounced 
his  incredulity ;  and  said  to  Saad,  I  y'M 
to  you,  and  acknowledge  that  money  is  net 
always  the  means  of  becoming  rich. 

When  Saadi  had  done,  I  said  to  him.  I 
date  not  propo^  to  return  you  the  tii.'-ee 
bundled  and  eighty  pieces  of  ^Id  which  it 
hath  pleased  God  sliould  be  louud,  to  un- 
deceive you  an  to  the  opinion  of  my  honesty. 
I  am  |>ersuadfd  that  you  did  not  give  Uiein 
to  me  witli  an  intention  that  I  (should 
return  tliem ;  and,  lor  my  part,  I  ought  to 
be  very  well  content  with  what  Pro\'ideiioe 
has  sent  me  irom  other  quarters,  and  I  do 
not  design  to  make  use  of  them ;  but,  ii 
you  approve  of  it,  to-morrow  I  will  give 
them  to  the  poor,  that  God  may  bk»  us 
both. 

The  two  friends  lay  at  mv  hoose  that 
night  also;  and  next  day,  alter embracinr 
me,  went  to  their  own  houses,  very  weu 
pleased  with  the  reception  I  had  given 
them,  and  to  find  I  did  not  mnke  an  al  uk 
of  the  riches  Heiiven  had  blessed  me  wth. 
I  thanked  them  both,  and  look  ui^n  the 
leave  they  gave  me  to  cultivate  a  friend- 
ship with  them,  and  to  vi:>it  tiiem,  as  a 
great  honour. 

The  caliph  Haroun  Alrnschid  was  so  at- 
tentive to  Cogia  Hasr^an's  story,  that  he 
had  not  perceived  the  end  of  it  but  by  hii 
silence.  Cogia  Hassan,  said  ho,  1  have 
not  lor  a  long  time  heard  any  thins:  that 
has  ^iv(Mi  nie  so  much  pleasure,  to  s(*e  the 
wonderful  ways  by  which  God  gave  thee 
thy  riches,  to  make  tht*e  happy  in  thii 
world.  Thou  oughtest  to  continue  to  ret um 
him  thanks,  by  the  good  u«!  thou  riiakeat 
of  his  b!er5sings.  I  am  ^lad  I  can  tell  thee, 
that  the  same  diamond  which  made  u.f 
fortune  is  now  in  my  treasury;  an/l,  t-.v  iii't 
part,  I  am  hap]>y  to  kno\v  how  it  caiut 
there:  but  beciiuse  there  nuiy  remain  la 
Saadi  some  doubts  on  the  singulanty  of 
this  diamond,  wMch  I  look  upon  to  be  die 
most  precious  and  valuable  thing  I  an 
master  of,  I  would  have  you  carrv  hn 
with  Saad  to  my  trejisurer,  who  f  hall  ffc<»T 
it  them,  to  remove  Saad i's  unbelief;  arNif> 
let  him  see  that  money  is  not  the  onlr  ce> 
tain  means  of  making  a  poor  man  rich  '.n  a 
short  time,  without  taking  a  great  deoJ  of 
piins.  I  wouKl  also  have  you  to  te«  the 
keeper  of  my  treasury  this  story,  that  he 
ma  V  get  it  put  into  wnting,  and  that  :l  may 
be  kept  with  the  diamond. 

After  these  words,  the  caliph  apuM  w 
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Co^a  Haaaan,  Sidi  Nonman,  and  Baba 
Abdalla,  by  bowing  of  his  head,  that  he 
was  satisfied  with  tliem ;  who  all  took  tlieir 
leaves,  by  prostrating  themselves  at  the 
throne,  and  then  retired. 

The  Story  of  Alt  Baba  and  the  Forty 
EobberSt  destroyed  by  a  Slate, 

In  a  town  in  Persia,  there  lived  two  bro- 
thers, one  named  Cassim,  the  other  Ali 
Baba.  Their  father  lefl  them  no  great 
property ;  but  aa  he  had  divided  it  equally 
between  tlirni,  it  should  seem  their  fortune 
would  have  been  equal ;  but  chance  direct- 
ed otiierwiso. 

CaiStjim  married  a  wife,  wlio,  soon  after 
their  rnarriiiffo,  became  lioiress  to  a  plenti- 
ful estate,  and  a  gooil  shop  auii  warehoa-e 
full  of  rich  niercliiuidizt^;  so  that  he  all  at 
once  became  one  ofthi'  richest  and  nu)rJtcon- 
■klerable  merchantii,  and  lived  at  his  eiute. 

Ali  Baba,  on  the  other  hand,  who  mar- 
ried a  woman  as  \ioor  as  hinu«elf.  lived  in 
a  very  mean  habitation,  and  had  no  other 
means  to  maintain  his  wite  and  children 
but  his  daily  labour,  by  cutting  of  wood  in 
a  Jbi*e8t  near  the  town,  and  bringing  it 
upon  three  asses,  which  were  his  whole 
Bubstance,  to  town  to  sell. 

One  day,  when  Ali  Baba  W!is  itl  the 
(brest,  and  had  jui^t  cut  wood  enough  to 
load  his  asses,  he  saw  at  a  distance  a  t^t  eat 
cloud  of  dust,  which  seemed  to  approach 
towards  him.  He  olwcrved  it  verv  atten- 
tively, and  distinguished  a  large  body  of 
horse  coming  briskly  on;  and  tliough  tlicy 
did  not  talk  of  robbers  in  that  country,  Ali 
Baba  began  to  think  that  they  might  prove 
fio;  and,  without  considering  what  might 
become  of  his  asses,  he  was  resolved  to 
save  himself.  He  climbed  up  a  huve  thick 
tree,  whose  brandies,  at  a  little  distance 
from  the  ground,  divided  in  a  circular  Ibrm 
so  close  to  one  another,  thcit  there  ^vas  but 
little  space  between  them.  He  placed  him- 
self in  the  middle,  from  whence  he  could 
see  all  that  passed  without  been  seen ;  and 
this  tree  stood  at  the  bottom  of  a  single 
rock,  which  \vas  very  high  above  it;  and  so 
steep  and  craggy,  that  nobody  could  climb 
up  it. 

This  troop,  who  were  all  well  mounted, 
and  well  armed,  came  to  the  foot  of  this 
rock,  and  there  dismounted.  Ali  Baba 
counted  forty  of  them,  and,  bv  their  looks 
axMi  equipage,  never  doubted  thev  were 
thieves.  Nor  was  he  mistaken*  in  his  opi- 
nk)n ;  tor  they  were  a  troop  of  banditti,  who, 
without  doing  any  liurt  to  the  neighbour- 
hood, robbeil  at  a  distance,  and  made  that 
place  their  rendezvous ;  and  what  conlirm- 
ed  him  in  this  opinion  was.  every  man 
unbridled  hib  horse  and  tied  him  to  some 
shrub  or  other,  and  hung  about  his  neck  a 
bag  of  c/)m,  which  they  broui^ht  behind 
tliem.  Then  each  of  them  took  hm  portman- 
teau, which  seemed  to  Ali  Baba  to  be  full 


of  gold  and  silver  by  their  weight  One,  who 
was  most  personable  amongst  them,  and 
whom  he  took  to  be  their  captain,  came 
with  his  jxNlmameau  on  his  back  under 
the  tree  m  which  Alt  Baba  was  hid,  and 
making  his  way  tlirough  some  shrubs,  pro- 
nounoSl  these  words  so  distinctlvj  Open, 
Sesame,  *  that  Ali  Baba  heanl  him.  As 
soon  as  the  captain  of  the  robbers  had  ut- 
tered these  words,  a  door  opened ;  and  afler 
he  had  nuule  all  his  troop  go  in  before  him, 
he  followed  them,  and  the  door  sliut  again 
of  itself 

The  robbers  Ftaved  some  time  within  the 
rock ;  and  Ali  Baba,  who  feared  tliat  some 
one,  or  all  of  tliem  to^etlier,  sliould  come 
out  and  catch  him,  if  he  should  endeavour 
to  make  his  escai>e,  Avas  obliged  to  sit  pa- 
tiently in  the  tree.  He  was,  nevertheless 
tempted  once  or  twic^  to  get  down,  tuid 
mount  one  of  their  horse.-*,  and  lead  ano- 
ther, driving  his  aives  before  him  with  all 
the  haste  he  could  to  town;  but  the  un- 
certainty of  tlie  event  made  him  choose  the 
satest  way. 

At  last  the  door  opened  again,  and  the 
forty  robbers  came  out.  As  the  captain 
went  in  last,  he  came  out  first,  and  stood 
to  see  them  all  pass  by  him ;  and  then  Ali 
Baha  heard  him  make  tlie  door  ckise,  by 
pronouncing  these  words,  Shut,  Sesame. 
Every  man  went  and  bridled  his  horae, 
tiistening  his  portmanteau,  and  mounting 
again ;  and  when  the  captain  saw  them  all 
reiuly,  he  put  himself  at  their  head,  and 
they  returned  the  same  way  they  came. 

Ali  Baba  did  iK>t  immediately  quit  his 
tree ;  for  sakl  he  to  himself*,  thev  may  have 
forgotten  somethiiig  and  come  back  again, 
and  Uien  I  shall  be  taken.  He  followed 
them  with  his  eyes  as  far  as  he  could  see 
tliem  ;  and  atlcr  that  suiyed  a  c4)iMiderable 
time  before  he  came  down;  remembering 
the  words  the  captain  of  tlic  roblteremade 
ut>e  of  to  cause  the  4loor  to  opn  and  shut, 
he  had  the  curiosity  to  try  if  hi**  pronoun- 
cing it  would  have  the  same  elfocl.  Ac- 
cordingly he  went  among  the  shrubs,  and 
1«rreiving  the  door  concealed  behind  Uiem, 
icstoo  1  tKrfore  it.  and  said.  Opin, Sesame. 
Th<?  dix>r  instantly  flew  wide  oi^n. 

Ali  Baba,  who  cxitectcd  a  dark  dismal 
place,  was  very  mucli  surprised  to  sec  it 
well  lighted  and  sinicious,  cut  out  by  men's 
hands  in  form  of  a  vault,  which  recciired 
the  light  from  an  opening  at  the  top  of  the 
rock,  cut  in  like  manner.  He  saw  all  sorts 
of  provi8k)ni,  and  rich  bales  of  merchan- 
dizes, of  silk,  ptutf,  brocade,  and  valuable 
carpctinjT,  pilcil  u|)on  one  another;  and, 
above  all,  gold  and  silver  in  great  lieaus^ 
and  money  in  great  lexither  purses.  The 
sight  of  all  these  riches  made  him  believe 
that  this  cave  had  been  occupied  for  ages 
by  robbers,  who  succeeded  one  another. 

Ali  Baba  dkl  not  stand  long  to  consider 

•  "fffssmf"  b  s  sort  of  oon. 
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what  be  dMHild  do,  but 
tnto  the  cave,  and  as  «oon  bb  ne 
the  door  Bhut  again.  Bui  the  did 
turb  him,  becaiute  he  knew  the  secret 
open  it  affain.  He  never  regarded  (he  sil- 
ver, but  made  the  beat  use  ol'  hii  time  in 
carrjing  out  aa  much  of  the  gold  coin, 
which  was  m  bags,  at  several  times,  as  he 
tboughlbiathreeaBWscouldcarry.  When 
beha-idoDe,  hecotlected  bisaaicfi,  which 
were  diiperaed.  and  when  he  had  toaiied 
Ihem  with  the  bass,  laid  the  wood  on  them 
m  fuch  a  manner  that  they  could  not  be 
wen.  When  he  had  done,  he  stood  before 
the  door,  and  pronouncing  the  words.  Shut, 
Siitame,  the  door  cIoeed^aDer  him^  for  it 
bad  shut  of  itself  while  he  was  withm,  and 
remained  open  while  he  was  out  He  then 
mode  the  b«st  of  his  way  to  town. 

When  Ali  Baba  got  home,  he  drove  hia 
awes  into  a  l.iitle  yard,  and  shut  the  gnlee 
nty  carelully,  threw  off  the  wood  that 
covered  the  bags,  and  carried  them  into 
hn  houM,  and  ranged  them  in  order  before 
biBwile.whotat  on  a  sola: 

Hii  wile  handled  the  bags,  and  finding 
them  futl  ol'  money,  suspected  that  her 
husband  had  been  robbing,  insomuch  that 
when  he  had  brought  (hem  all  in,  she 
could  not  help  soying,  Ali  Baba,  have  you 
been  to  unhappy  aa  Ci>— Be  quiet,  wile,  in- 
terrupted All  Baba;  do  not  frighten  your- 
■eif:  I  am  no  robber,  unless  he  can  be  one 
who  Bteala  fitim  robbers.  You  will  no 
longer  entertain  an  ill  opinion  of  me,  when 
I  shall  lell  you  my  good  tbrlune.  Then  he 
emptted  the  bags,  which  raised  such  a 
gre^t  heap  of  gold  as  dazzled  his  wile's 
eyes:  and  when  he  had  done,  he  told  her 
the  whole  adventure  from  the  beginning  to 
the  end ;  and,  above  all,  recommended  it 
to  ber  to  keep  it  secret. 

The  wile,  recovered  and  cur^  of  her 
fears,  rejoiced  with  her  hutband  at  their 
good  luck,  and  would  count  the  money 
piec«  by  piece.    Wife,  replied  Ali  Baba, 


you   do  not  know  what  you  i 

when  you  pretend  to  count  the  ii_ 
you  will  never  have  done.  1  will  g 
ilig  a  hole  and  bury  it ;  there  ■  no  lu 
be  IobL  You  are  in  the  right  ol'  it,  *» 
rephed  the  wile;  but  let  us  know,  asnigta 
as  poesible,  how  much  we  have.  I  will  ga 
and  borrow  a  small  measure  in  the  ttnA- 
bourbood  and  measure  it,  while  yoti  djf 
the  hole.  What  you  are  going  to  do  ii  to 
no  purpose,  wife,,  mid  Ali  j^bai  tTjon 
would  take  mv  advice,  you  had  bettK  lit 
it  alone ;  but  be  sure  to  keep  the  secRl, 
and  do  what  you  please. 

Away  the  wite  ran  to  her  brother-in^aw 
Caasim,  who  lived  just  by,  but  was  bO, 
then  at  home;  and  addressing  heraeiflD 
his  wite.  desired  her  (o  lend  her  a  coeasara 
tor  a  little  while.  Her  sister-in-law  asked 
her  whether  she  would  have  a  i;reat  or  a 
small  one.  The  other  asked  lor  a  anaU 
one.  She  bid  her  stay  a  little,  luid  ifaa 
would  readily  letch  one. 

TliCEistei-in-lawdid  so,  but  as  she  knew 
very  well  Ali  Baba's  poverty,  she  wmco- 
rioue  lo  know  what  sort  of  grain  his  wife 
wanted  to  measure,  and  bethought  heTMU 
of  artfully  putting  some  suet  at  theboOoa 
of  the  meuFUre,  und  brought  It  to  her  with 
an  excuse,  that  she  was  sorrj  that  sbe  had 
made  her  stay  so  long,  but  that  she  eoold 

Ali  Baba's  wife  went  home,  set  the 
measure  upon  the  heap  o  gold,  and  tilled 
it  and  emptied  it  often,  at  a  small  dinaac* 
upon  the  Bola,  till  she  had  done :  and  ifat 
was  very  well  satisfied  to  find  'he  numlw 
of  measures  amounted  to  so  many  aa  ttaer 
did,  and  went  (0  tell  her  husband,  whoiwi 
almost  finished  digging  the  hole.  Whili 
Ali  Baba  was  burying  the  eold,  hk  vm, 

shew  her  exact  neap  and  odif^iicc  toliv 
'"—     carried  the    measure  back 


a  ioT  again,  yuq  aee 
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that  I  have  not  kept  your  measure  long :  1 
am  obliged  to  you  lor  it,  and  return  it  with 
thanks. 

As  soon  as  AH  Baba's  wife's  bock  was 
turned,  Cassira's  wile  looked  at  the  bottom , 
oi*  the  measure,  and  was  in  an  inexpress- 
ible surprise  to  find  a  piece  of  gold  stuck 
to  it.  Envv  immediately  posEJess^d  her 
breast.  What!  said  she,  has  Ali  Baba 
gold  so  plentiful  as  to  measiye  it?  Where 
ms  that  poor  wretch  got  all  this  gold? 
Cassim,  her  husband,  was  not  at  home,  hb 
I  said  before,  but  at  his  shop,  which  he  lefl 
always  in  the  evening.  His  wife  waited 
for  him,  and  thought  the  time  an  age;  so 
great  was  her  impatience  to  tell  him  tlie 
news,  at  which  he  would  be  as  much  sur- 
prised. 

When  Cnesim  came  home,  his  wife  said 
to  him.  Cassim,  I  warrant  you,  you  think 
yourself  rich,  but  you  are  much  mii>Uiken ; 
Ali  Baba  is  infinitely  richer  than  you;  he 
does  not  count  his  money,  but  measures  it. 
Cassim  desired  her  to  explain  Uie  riddle, 
which  she  did,  by  telling  him  the  strata- 

5 em  she  had  maile  use  ol*  to  make  the 
iscovery,  and  sliowed  him  the  piece  of 
money,  which  was  so  old  a  coin  that  they 
could  not  tell  in  what  prince's  reign  it  was 
coined. 

Cassim,  instead  of  being  pleased  at  his 
brother's  prosperity,  conceived  ii  mortal 
jealousy,  and  couhi  not  sleep  all  that  night 
fer  it,  but  went  to  him  in  the  morning  be- 
fore sunriae.  Now  Cassim,  atler  he  marri- 
ed the  rich  widow,  never  treated  Ali  Babii 
as  a  brother,  but  forgot  hini.  Ali  Baba, 
said  he,  accosting  him,  you  are  very  re- 
served in  your  af&irs :  you  pretend  to  be 
miserably  poor,  and  yet  vou  measure  gold. 
How,  brotlier !  replied  Ali  Baba;  I  do  not 
know'what  you  mean :  explain  youn>eif. 
Do  not  pretend  ignorance,  reulied  Cassim. 
showing  him  the  piece  of  gold  his  wife  had 
given  him.  How  many  of  these  pieces, 
added  he,  have  you  ?  My  wife  found  this 
at  the  bottom  of  the  measure  you  borrowed 
yesterday. 

By  this  discourse,  AH  Baba  perceived 
that  Cassim  and  his  wife,  throusrh  his  own 
wife's  folly,  knew  what  they  had  so  much 
reason  to  keep  secret :  but  what  was  done 
could  not  be  recalled ;  therefore,  without 
showing  the  least  surprise  or  trouble,  he 
oonleseed  all,  and  told  his  brother  by  what 
chance  he  had  discovered  this  retreat  of 
the  thieves,  and  in  what  place  it  v>'i\s ;  and 
ottered  him  part  of  liis  trciisun*  to  keep  the 
secret.  I  expect  as  much,  replied  Cai»im 
haughtily;  but  1  will  know  exactly  wlierc 
this  treasure  is,  and  the  pigiir;  and  tokens 
how  I  may  go  to  it  m>*self  when  1  have  a 
mind;  otherwise  I  will  go  and  iriiorm 
against  you,  and  then  vou  will  not  only 

Ki  no  more,  but  will  lose   all  that  you 
ve  ffot,  and  I  shall  have  my  share  for 
my  information. 
AH  Baba,  more  oat  of  hit  natural  good  ' 


temper,  than  frightened  by  the  insulting 
menaces  of  a  barbarous  brother,  told  him 
all  ho  desired,  and  even  the  verv  words 
he  was  to  make  use  of  to  go  into  the  cave, 
and  to  come  out  again. 

CasBim.  who  wanted  no  more  of  AH 
Baba.  left  him,  resolving  to  be  beforehand 
with  him,  and  hoping  to  get  all  the  trea- 
sure to  himself,  lie  rose  early  the  next 
morning,  a  long  time  before  the  sun,  and 
set  out  with  ten  mules  kxidc^  with  great 
che.st3,  which  he  designed  to  fill :  propos- 
ing to  carry  many  more  the  next  time,  ac- 
cording to  the  riches  he  found ;  and  follow- 
ed the  roail  which  Ali  Baba  had  told  him. 
He  was  not  long  before  he  came  to  the 
rock,  and  fouml  out  the  place  bv  the  tree, 
and  other  marks  his  brother  had  given 
him.  When  he  came  to  the  door,  he  pro- 
nounced these  words,  OpeUy  Sesame^  and 
it  opened ;  and  when  he  was  in,  shut 
agam.  In  examining  the  cave,  he  was  in 
great  admiration  to  fmd  much  more  richei 
than  he  apprehended  by  Ali  Baba's  rela- 
tion. He  was  so  covetous  and  fond  of 
riches,  that  he  could  have  spent  the  whole 
day  in  feaf^ng  his  eyes  with  so  much  trea- 
sure, if  the  thoughts  that  he  came  to  carrjr 
some  away  with  him,  and  k)ading  h» 
mules,  had  not  hindered  him.  He  laid  as 
many  bags  of  gold  as  he  could  carry  away 
at  the  door,  and  coming  at  last  to  open  the 
door,  his  thoughts  were  so  full  of  the  great 
riches  he  should  possess,  that  he  could  not 
think  of  the  necessary  word ;  but  instead  oi 
Sesame,  said,  Open,  Barley,  and  was  very 
much  amazed  to  find  that  the  door  did  not 
open,  but  remained  fast  shut  He  named 
several  sorts  of  grain,  all  but  the  right,  and 
the  door  would  not  open. 

Cassim  never  expected  such  an  accident, 
and  was  so  frightened  at  the  danger  he 
was  in,  that  the  more  he  endeavoured  to 
remember  the  word  Sesame,  the  more  hit 
memory  was  confounded,  and  he  had  aa 
much  forarotten  it  as  if  he  had  never  heard 
it  in  his  life  before.  He  threw  down  the 
bags  he  had  loaded  himself  with,  and 
wiilked  hastily  up  and  down  the  cave, 
without  having  the  least  regard  to  all  the 
riches  tliat  were  round  him.  In  this  miae- 
niblc  condition  we  will  leiive  him,  bewail- 
ing his  fate,  and  undeserving  of  pity. 

About  noon  the  robbers  returned  to  their 
cave,  and  at  pome  distance  from  it  saw 
Caj»im's  mules  straggling  about  the  rock, 
with  great  chests  on  their  back&  Alarm- 
eii  at  ttiis  noveltv  thev  gallopped  full  speed 
to  the  cave.  They  drove  away  the  mules, 
which  C:is8im  had  neglected  to  fasten,  and 
they  strayed  away  through  the  forest 
so  fur,  that  they  were  soon  out  of  sight. 
The  robbers  never  gave  themfclves  the 
trouble  to  pursue  the  mules:  thev  were 
more  concerned  to  know  who  they  nebng- 
ed  to.  And  while  some  of  them  searched 
about  the  rook,  the  captain  and  the  rest 
went  direetly  to  the  door,  with  their  naked 
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Mbna  in  their  handa,  and  pronoimcuig  the 
words,  it  opened. 

CiuaiiD.  who  heard  the  noiae  ol'  the 
horaes'  leet  Iroio  the  miildle  of  the  cuvc, 
never  ilouhted  of  the  comine  of  the  robbers, 
and  Ilia  approaching  ilealfi;  but  was  re- 
vived to  make  one  eDbrt  lo  eacape  Irom 
them.  To  this  end  he  elooif  ready  al  ihe 
door,  and  no  Hooncr  hrard  tJie  word  Seaa- 
me,  which  he  had  brffottcn,  and  buw  Ihe 
door  open,  bulhejumped  briskly  out,  and 
threw  the  caytain  down,  but  could  not  ep- 
eape  the  other  robbere,  who  with  their 
wbres  soon  deiirivcd  him  of  lite. 

The  first  care  of  tiierobbers  after  this 
waE  to  go  inlo  ihe  cave.  They  Ibund  all 
ihe  tugs  which  Caiuini  had  brou<rlit  to  the 
door,  to  be  mure  ready  to  load  liia  mules 
with,  and  rairieil  Iheiii  ail  buck  again  to 
^ir  placed,  wiiliout  perceiving  what  Ali 
Btiba  had  taken  away  belbre.  Then  liold- 
ii^  a  council,  aiid  deliberating  uiion  ihie 
natter,  ihcy  gueued  thai  Caaiiin,  when 
he  was  in,  could  not  get  out  again ;  but 
they  could  itot  iningiiie  liow  he  got  iti.  It 
came  into  their  lic<id«  thai  he  might  have 
fot  down  by  ilie  tup  ol'  the  cave :  but  tlie 
lining  by  which  it  received  light  ivaa  m> 
high,  and  the  toji  of  the  rock  so  inaccessi- 
ble without,  besides  thai  nothiiig  .ehowetl 
that  he  had  done  BO,  tJiatiliey  bclieveil  it 
impr.iclicrtble  for  them  to  find  out.  That 
became  in  atlhedoor  they  c«uld  not  eati^fv 
Iheniselves,  unless  he  had  the  eecrel  of 
makiii^  it  open.  In  nhon,  none  of  them 
could  iniiigine  which  way  he  entered ;  liir 
they  were  all  pcrsuadeii  that  nobody  knew 
their  Kcret,  lillle  imagining  tlial  Ali  Baba 
'  hail  wuirhpil  them.  But,  however  il  hap- 
pened, it  WiiH  a  matter  ot  ihe  greutttt  im- 
pnrtanre  to  ilifin  to  Hccute  Iheir  riches. 
They  agreed  tiiercrure  to  cut  Ciiaiim's  boily 
into  lour  (iiiarli'm,  and  lo  hang  two  on  nue 
■nde,  and  tkvo  on  the  other,  within  tlie  door 
ol'  the  cave,  to  lerril'y  any  pereon  thai 
•bouldaitempl  the  same  thing,  detennin' 
BiK  IMH  to  return  to  uie  cave  till  the  Kench 


of  the  body  was  complete]/  exhaled.  Ttair 
had  no  sooner  taken  Ihis  reKtlutiaii,  hnl 
ther  executed  il ;  and  when  tber  had 
nothing  more  to  detain  them,  ther  left  tha 
place  of  Iheir  retreat  well  clomL  They 
mounted  their  liorses,  and  wenttofacutM 
roails  again,  and  to  attack  the  eanvaDi 
they  should  meet 

hi  the  mean  time  CasHim'B  wife  WMVBfT 
unenHy  whennightcame,  andberhwIiKia 
was  not  returned.  She  ran  to  Ali  Bab« 
in  a  terrible  fright,  and  said,  1  bdiere, 
brolher-in-law,  that  you  know  thatCoam. 
your  brother,  is  gone  to  the  toresl,  and 
upon  what  account;  il  is  now  night,  and 
he  is  not  returned :  I  am  airaid  aotue  m>- 
Ibrtune  has  come  to  him.  Ali  Babs,  who 
never  dipputeil  but  that  bin  brother,  ailv 
what  he  had  said  to  him,  would  go  to  the 
Ibredt,  declined  going  himself  that  day, 
lor  iiairof giving  liini  anyumbmgs;  tlMro> 
lore  toiil  her,  wiilioui  any  reflectioo  opan 
her  husbaiul'ii  unh.indinine  behaviour,  uat 
vlie  need  not  frighten  herself  for  that  cer- 
tainly Oa»<iin  did  not  think  it  proper  la 
come  into  the  town  till  the  lugbt  uuuU  ba 
prclty  fiu-  advanced. 

Caraim's  wile,  consideriiw  bow  moch  it 
concerned  her  husband  to  keep  tl^  ihiK 
secret,  was  tlic  more  eataiy  pemiaded  id 
believe  him.  She  went  home  wain,  aod 
waited  iiatienlly  till  midnight.  Then  btt 
fears  redoubled  with  grief  the  more  aendile, 
becauee  she  duist  not  vent  it,  ocr  ibow  it, 
but  was  Ibrced  to  keep  it  secret  frcoi  thl 
neighbourhood.  Tlien,  as  if  her iWuh had 
been  irreparable,  sherepented  ofherlboUi 
curiosity,  and  cursed  her  desire  of  poa- 
tratin^  into  the  atKtiiH  of  her  brother  aad 
sidtcr-in-law.  She  spent  all  that  nigbt  ■ 
weciiiiig ;  and  as  soon  as  it  waa  day,  NMt 
lo  them,  telbng  them,  by  her  Uatt.  iba 
cauF<e  of  lier  coming. 

Ali  Baba  did  not  wait  fbrhia  mttr-in- 
law  10  desire  him  lo  go  and  aee  what  wia 
become  of  Casaim,  but  went  immadiuel; 
with  his  three  aaei,  beanvofb^fatftt 
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moderate  her  affliction.  Ho  went  to  the 
forest,  and  when  he  came  near  the  rock, 
and  having  seen  neither  his  brother  nor  tiis 
mules  in  his  way,  he  was  very  much  sur- 
prised to  see  some  blood  spilt  by  the  door, 
which  he  took  for  an  ill  omen ;  but  when 
he  hiid  pronounced  the  word,  and  the  door 
opened,  he  was  much  more  btartled  at  tiie 
dismal  si^htof  his  brother's  quarters.  He 
was  not  long  in  detennining  how  he  should 
pay  the  last  dues  to  his  brother,  and  with- 
out remembering  the  little  brotherly  i'rieud- 
ship  he  had  for  nim,  went  into  the  cave^ 
to  find  something  to  wrap  them  in,  ana 
loaded  one  of  his  asi^cs  >vith  them,  and 
covered  them  over  with  wood.  The  oiiier 
two  asses  he  lolulcd  with  bas:s  ot*  ^Id,  co- 
verinff  them  with  wood  also  as  betbre; 
and  then  bidding  the  door  shut,  came 
away  ;  but  was  po  cautious  ;u»  to  rtop  nome 
time  at  the  epd  of  the  forest,  that  he  iniglit 
not  go  into  the  town  before  night.  When 
he  came  home,  he  drove  the  two  asses 
loaded  with  gold  into  his  little  yard,  and 
lefl  the  cai'e  of  unloading  them  to  his  wife, 
while  he  led  the  other  to  his  sister-in- 
law's. 

All  Baba  knocked  at  the  door^  whk^h  was 
opened  by  Mor^iiana,  a  cunmng,  intelli- 
gent slave,  fruitful  in  inventk)ns  to  ensure 
success  in  the  most  difficult  undertakings : 
and  Ali  Baba  knew  her  to  be  such.  When 
be  came  into  the  court,  he  unloaded  the 
ass,  and  taking  Morgiana  aside,  said  to 
her,  The  first  thing  I  ask  of  you  is  an  in- 
violable secrecy,  which  you  will  find  is 
necessary  both  for  your  mistress's  sake  and 
mine.  Your  master's  body  is  contained  in 
these  two  bundle^',  and  our  busint^w  is,  to 
bury  him  as  if  he  died  a  natural  death. 
€io  tell  your  mistress  1  want  to  Ri»e4ik  with 
her,  and  mind  what  I  siiy  to  you. 

Morgiana  went  to  her  mistress,  and  Ali 
Baba  followed  her.  Well,  brother,  said 
she,  with  great  impatience,  what  news  do 
you  bring  me  of  my  husband  1  I  perceive 
no  comfort  in  >'our  cxjuntenance.  Sister, 
answered  Ali  Baba,  I  cannot  tell  vou  any 
thiiig  before  you  hear  mv  story  from  the 
beginning  to  the  end,  without  9i>eaking  a 
wonl ;  for  it  is  of  as  great  inuxirtaince  to 
you  as  to  me  to  keep  what  has  hapnentni 
secret.  Alas!  said  she,  this  preamble  lets 
mft  know  that  my  husband  is  dead ;  but  at 
the  same  time  I  know  the  necessity  of  the 
secrecy  you  rcr^uire  of  me,  and  I  must 
constmin  m>'selt :  say  on  ;  I  will  hear  you. 

Then  Ali  Baba  told  his  sister  the  suc- 
cess of  his  journey,  till  he  came  to  the 
finding  of  Cassim's  body.  N<nv.  -said  he, 
sister,  1  have  something  to  tell  you.  which 
will  afflict  >*ou  much  the  more,  because  it 
is  what  you  so  little  expect ;  but  it  cannot 
now  be  remedied ;  and  if  any  thinff  can 
comfort  you,  I  ofler  to  put  that  little  which 
God  hath  sent  me,  to  what  you  have,  and 
marry  you^  aisuring  you  that  my  wife 
will  not  be  jealous,  and  that  we  mill  live 


happily  together.  If  this  proixMal  is  agree* 
able  to  you.  we  must  thnik  of  acting  so, 
as  that  my  brother  sliou id  appear  to  have 
died  a  natural  death.  1  think  you  may  leave 
the  maruu^ement  of  it  to  Morgiana,  and  I 
will  contrimite  all  that,  lies  in  my  mwer. 

Wiuit  coul«[  (.'jissiinV  witlow  Jo  better 
than  accept  ot*  this  proiK)sjil  ?  For  though 
her  first  huslxuKl  hatl  letl  behind  him  plen- 
tiful sul)stance,  this  second  was  much  rich- 
er^ and  by  the  discovery  of  this  treiisure 
nnght  be  much  more  so.  Instead  of  re- 
jecting the  otier,  slie  looked  u|x>n  it  as  a 
reasonable  motive  to  comk'Mt  her;  and 
drying  up  her  tears,  which  began  to  flow 
ahuiidaiitlv,  aiul  suppressing  tlie  outcries 
usual  with  women  who  have  lost,  their 
husbands,  showed  Ali  BaUi  she  approved 
ot'  iiis  pro|X)Siil.  Ali  B«d>a  lell  the  widow, 
and  recommended  to  Morgiana  to  act  her 
part  well,  and  then  returned  home  with 
his  jiss. 

Morgiana  went  out  at  the  same  time  to 
an  apothecary,  and  askeil  him  for  a  sort  at* 
lozenges,  which  he  prepared,  and  wene 
very  etiica<^ious  in  the  most  dangerous  di»* 
tempers.  The  apotheceuy  asked  her  who 
was  sick  at  her  master's.  She  replied  with 
a  sigh.  Her  good  master  Cassim  himself: 
that  tney  knew  not  what  his  distemper 
was,  but  that  ho  could  neither  eat  nor 
speak.  Afler  these  wonls  Mbrgiana  ear- 
ned the  lozenges  home  with  her,  and  the 
next  moniing  went  to  the  same  aix)tlieca- 
ry's  again,  and,  with  tears  in  her  eves, 
aske<l  tor  an  e*<;nce  which  tliey  used  to 
give  to  sick  i>eople  only  when  at  the  last 
extremity.  Alas!  said  she,  Uiking  it  frem 
the  apothecary,  I  am  afraid  that  this  reme- 
dy will  have  no  bt-tter  effect  thjui  the 
lozenges,  and  that  1  shall  lose  my  good 
mjister. 

On  the  other  hand,  as  Ali  Baba  and  his 
wile  were  often  tn'on  to  go  Iwtween  Cas- 
sim's  and  their  own  hou»u  all  that  day.  and 
to  seem  melancholy,  nobihly  was  surpris- 
ed in  the  evening  to  hear  the  lamentable 
shrieks  and  crit*s  of  Cassim's  wile  and 
Morariana,  who  told  it  every  where  that 
her  master  was  dead. 

The  next  nuH-ning.  sf)on  aller  day  ap- 
pt*a:ed,  Morsriana,  who  knew  a  certain  old 
cobbler  that  o|H'nod  his  stall  earlv,  before 
other  pcopl«\  went  to  him.  and  bidding  him 
£roo(l-inorn)\v.  put  a  pi»»cf  of  ffohl  into  his 
hand.  Well,  said  BmIki  Mustapha,  which 
was  his  name,  ami  avIio  was  a  merry  old 
fellow,  looking  on  the  sroid,  thougfi  it  was 
hardly  day-ljfrht.  anti  seeing  what  it  wasL 
this  is'  stimhI  luins(>l :  what  must  I  do  for  it? 
I  am  nradv. 

Baba  Mu*tapha,  siiid  Morgiana,  vou 
mu.^t  take  with  you  your  sewing  tackle, 
and  iTo  with  me;'  but'  I  must  tell  you,  I 
shall  blindfold  you  when  you  come  to  sueh 
a  place. 

Baba  Mustapha  seemed  to  boggle  a  litUo 
at  these  words.    Ob,  ho!  replied  Ke,  you 
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would  have  me  do  soraethinf  against  my 
eonacicnce^  or  against  my  lionoor.  God 
ibrbid!  said  Morgiana,  putting  another 
piece  of  gold  into  niB  hand,  that  I  should 
ask  any  thing  that  is  contrary  to  your 
honour :  only  come  along  with  me,  and 
tear  nothing. 

Baba  Mustauha  went  with  Morgiana, 
who,  ader  she  had  bound  his  eyes  with  a 
handkerchief,  at  the  place  she  told  him  of, 
carried  him  to  her  deceased  master's  house, 
and  never  unloosed  his  eyes  till  he  came 
into  the  room  where  she  had  put  the  corpse 
together.  Baba  Mustapha,  said  she,  you 
must  make  haste,  and  sew  these  quarters 
together ;  and  when  you  have  done,  I  will 
give  you  another  piece  of  gold. 

After  Baba  Mustapha  had  done,  she 
biindfolued  him  again,  and  gave  him  the 
third  piece  of  gold,  as  she  promised,  re- 
commending secrecy  to  him,  carried  him 
back  to  the  place  where  shenrst  bound  his 
eyes,  pulled  off  tlie  bandage,  and  let  him 
go  home,  but  watched  him  that  he  return- 
ed to  his  stedl,  till  he  was  quite  out  of  sight, 
Ibr  fear  he  should  have  the  curiosity  to 
return  and  dodge  her,  and  then  went 
home. 

By  the  time  Morgiana  had  warmed  some 
water  to  wash  the  body,  Aii  Baba  came 
witli  incense  to  embalm  it,  and  bury  it 
with  the  usual  ceremonies.  Not  long  afler, 
the  joiner,  acconling  to  Ali  Baba's  orders, 
brought  the  coffin,  which  Morgiana,  that 
he  might  find  out  nothing,  received  at  the 
door,  and  helped  Ali  Baba  to  put  the  body 
into  it ;  and  as  soon  as  he  had  nailed  it 
up,  she  went  to  the  mosque  to  tell  the 
imanthat  they  were  ready.  The  people 
of  the  mosque,  whose  business  it  was  to 
wash  the  dead,  offered  to  i»erform  their 
duty,  but  she  told  them  it  was  done  al- 
ready. 

Morgiana  had  scarce  got  home  before 
the  iman  and  the  other  ministers  of  the 
mosque  came.  Four  neighbours  carried 
the  corpse  on  their  shoulders  to  the  bury- 
ing-ground,  following  the  iman,  who  reci- 
ted some  prayers.  Morgiana,  as  a  slave 
to  the  deceased,  Iblloweu  the  corpse,  weep- 
ing, beating  her  breast,  and  tejiring  her 
hair ;  and  Ali  Baba  came  atler  with  some 
neighbourB,  who  often  relieved  the  otiicrs 
in  carrying  the  corpse  to  the  burying 
ground. 

Cassim^s  wife  staywl  fit  home  mourninsr, 
uttering  lamenUtble  cries  with  the  women 
of  tlie  neighbourhood,  who  came  accord- 
ing to  custom  duriuj^  the  funeral,  and, 
joming  their  lamentations  with  hers,  filled 
the  quarter  far  and  near  with  sorrow. 

in  this  manner  Ciuwim's  melancholy 
death  was  concealed  and  huslied  up  be- 
tween Ali  Baba,  his  wife,  Ciissim's  widow, 
and  Morgiana,  with  so  much  contrivance 
that  nobody  in  the  city  had  the  least  know- 
Jedffe  or  susDicion  of  it. 

Three  or  unit  days  alter  the  funeral,  Ali 


Baba  removed  his  few  goodi  u>  his  bio* 
tiler's  widow's  house;  but  the mone j he 
had  taken  from  the  robbera  he  oooveyed 
thither  by  ni^ht;  and  soon  after  the  mar- 
riage with  his  sister-in-law  was  published, 
and  as  these  marriages  are  common  in  our 
religion,  nobody  was  surprised. 

As  for  Cassim's  shop,  Ali  Baba  gave  it 
to  his  own  eldest  son,  who  had  been  some 
time  out  of  his  apprenticeship  to  a  great 
merchant,  promising  him  withal,  that  ii 
he  managed  well,  he  would  soon  give  hin 
a  fortune  to  marry  very  advantageously 
according  to  his  situatk>n. 

Let  us  now  leave  Ali  Baba  to  enioy  the 
begmning  oThis  good  fortune,  ancf  return 
to  the  forty  robbers. 

They  came  again  at  the  appointed  time 
to  visit  their  retreat  in  the  Ibrest ;  but  how 
great  was  their  surprise  to  find  Caenrn's 
body  taken  away,  and  some  of  their  bags 
of  gold .  We  are  certainly  discovered,  ssud 
the  captEun,  and  shall  be  undone,  if  weds 
not  take  care  and  speedilv  apply  some 
remedy;  otherwise  we  shall  insensibly  bse 
all  the  riches  which  our  ancestors  have 
been  so  many  years  amassing  together  with 
so  much  pains  and  danger.  All  that  we 
can  think  of  this  loss  which  we  have  sus- 
tained is,  tliat  the  thief  whom  we  hav« 
surprised  had  the  secret  of  opening  the 
door,  and  we  came  luckily  as  he  was  coin- 
ing out :  but  his  body  being  removed,  and 
with  it  some  of  our  money,  plainly  shows, 
that  he  has  an  accomplice ;  and  as  it  if 
likely  thai  there  weie  but  two  who  had  got 
this  secret,  and  one  has  been  caught,  we 
must  look  narrowly  atler  theoUier.  What 
say  you  to  it,  my  lads  ? 

All  tlie  robbers  thought  the  captain^ 
pix>ixx^l  so  reasonable,  that  they  unaoi- 
niously  approved  of  it,  and  agreed  that 
they  must  lay  all  other  enterprises  aside, 
to  follow  this  closely,  and  not  give  it  up 
till  they  had  succeeded. 

I  cx|x>cte(i  no  less,  said  the  captain^  fron 
your  courage  and  bravery :  but,  nrst  of 
all,  one  of  you  who  is  bold,  artlul  and 
enterprising,  must  go  into  the  town  dras- 
cd  like  a  traveller  and  stmnfirer,  and  exert 
all  his  contrivance  to  try  If  he  can  hear 
any  talk  of  the  strans^e  deiith  of  the  man 
whom  we  have  killed,  as  he  deserved,  and 
to  ciuiciivour  to  find  out  who  he  was,  and 
where  he  lived.  This  is  a  matter  of  the 
first  ini{K)rtance  for  us  to  know,  that  we 
may  do  nothing  which  we  may  nave  rea- 
son to  repent  ot',  by  discovering  ournelvei 
in  a  country  where  we  have  li\'ed  so  k)nr 
unknown,  and  where  we  have  so  muci 
reason  to  continue ;  but  to  ivam  that  mso 
who  shall  take  uix>n  himself  this  commit 
sion,  and  to  prevent  our  being  deceived  by 
his  giving  us  a  false  report,  which  may  te 
the  cause  of  our  ruin,  I  ask  you  all.  il'roa 
do  not  think  it  fit.  that  in  that  case  he  dUl 
submit  to  sufier  death? 

Without  waiting  for  the  auffiageaefhii 
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„_r— ; .  ODe  of  Ihe  rabben  ttartod  up, 

And  uid,  I  nibmit  to  this  law,  and  think 
k  an  booour  to  expow  my  lile,  by  taking 
flocbacomniiMionupon  me;  biU  remem- 
ber, al  loaM,  if  1  do  Dot  auccced,  tliat  I 
neither  wanted  courac^  dot  gxxxi-witl  to 
Hrve  the  troop. 

Afier  tliw  robber  had  received  great 
eomniendaliona  finm  the  captain  and  Ills 
comruilcv.  he  diagui^'d  him^if  w  that 
nobody  wou!d  take  him  Tor  wlut  he  wna; 
and  taking  hia  Iciiveof  the  tioo|>t)uit  night, 
went  into  the  town  just  at  ilaj-bi-cnk  Land 
wtdke.i  kip  and  down  till  tie  ruiiie  to  Baha 
■Upha'«  Mall,  which  was  always  open 


bei: 


Baba  .Vluetnpha  vi 


iviih 


morrow ;  and  W'rceiving  that  he  wad  very 
old,  he  «aid,  Honest  man,  you  begin  to 
work  very  early :  a  it  possible  iJial  any  one 
Dfyoura^'ccan  aeeBO  wein  Iquration,irii 
WBsaoniewhatligliter,  whether  you  could 
•M  to  rtch. 

Certainly,  replied  Oaba  Mutlapha,  yon 
inuBt  be  a  Etmnser,  and  do  not  know  me; 
for,  oldasltun,  liinveexiraonhnary gooii 
•yea;  and  you  will  not  doubt  it  when  I 
Ull  you,  ih^l  I  Eewcl  a  dead  body  together 
fa)  A  place  where  1  hod  not  ai  much  light 
U I  have  iHiw. 

The  rohber  wiu  overjoyed  to  think  tliat 
be  eddreaieil  hiiniell)  at  hii  fint  coming 
iiito  the  town,  to  a  man  who  cave  him  the 
Uitelligi^itce  he  wanted,  without  a*king 
him.  A  dead  boily!  repliei)  he  with  a- 
mazement,  to  make  hioi  exi'lain  hiini«ltl 
What  ci>uld  you  sew  up  a  dead  body  Ibr  ? 


The  niblier  wanted  no  greater  iiwght  to 
be  penuaded  that  lie  haildlBCovered  wboi 
ha  eftiiie  ultoul.   Ue  pulled  out  w.  pioce  of 


gold,  anil  patting  it  mto  Baba  MuMuheti 
hluid,  laid  to  tiim.  I  do  iM  went  to  know 
rour  secret,  though  1  can  aenire  ;ao  1 
would  not  divulge  it,  il'  ynu  truited  DM 
with  iL  The  only  tiling  which  1  ileain  of 
you,  ii  tfi  do  me  the  liivour  to  vhovT  the 
noun;  whore  you  stitched  up  tlic  dead  body. 

Il'  1  would  do  you  tliat  favonr  wtiicb  you 
aak  ot*  me,  reiJied  Baba  Muslaplia,  liold- 
ing  the  money  m  hit  hand,  leaily  to  return 
it.  1  iL>sure  you  1  cannot:  and  you  may 
believe  me,  on  my  word.  I  wna  can-i«d  to 
a  certain  i>[ace,  where  ilier  fi'«  blinded 
hh;,  iii.<1  then  led  nic  to  the  houn,  and 
brought  n)e  back  again  ulter  the  •ame 
manner;  thcrelbre  you  sec  tl;e  impoMbilit/ 
ej  doing  wh:»t  you  deaire. 

Well,  rt^i'lieu  the  rohWr,  vou  maf  T^ 
niriTiber  a  little  ol'  the  ivay  that  vou  woe 
leil  bhndtblded.  Come,  let  me  bfind  your 
eye*  at  the  wraa  plane.  Wo  will  walk 
together  by  ilie  same  uiiy  and  lumitiga; 
perhaps  you  may  remember  aome  pMit; 
and  aseverybody  oughttobeiiaidlbrtheir 
trouble,  there  is  aciother  piece  ofgold  tor yoO| 
gmtirymeinwhatlaakyou.  Snsnyinr,ha 
put  another  p)ec«  oi'gold  into  hi*  hand. 

The  two  pieces  of  gold  were  ^reat  temp- 
tations to  Daba  Musiapha.  He  kxiked  at 
them  a  long  lime  in  hu  hand,  wiUtout  aey> 
ing  a  word,  thinking  wilh  hiinwU'  what 
he  should  do ;  but  allaal  he  pulled  out  hie 
puree,  and  put  them  in.  I  cinnot  aKun 
vou,  aeid  he  to  tlic  robber,  that  I  remem- 
ber the  way.exactly ,  but,  ainc«  you  deeira 
it,  1  will  try  what  I  can  do.  At  tbeae 
words  Baba  Mustnpha  rcae  up,  to  ths 
great  aBtiEiaction  of  the  robber,  and  with- 
out shuuing  un  his  sluv,  where  he  had 
nothing  valuable  to  loM,  be  led  the  robber 
to  the  place  where  Mornma  bound  hie 
eyes.  It  was  here,  said  Baba  Mustapha, 
I  nraablindtblded;  aitd  I  turned  as  you  sea 
me.  The  robber  who  bad  hie  haodkar- 
chief  reotly,  tied  it  over  hia  eyee,  and 
walked  by  aim  till  he  stopped,  partly  lea^ 
■af  bun,  and  partly  (uided  by  bun.  1  thiidti 
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said  Baba  Mustapha,  I  went  no  farther, 
and  he  had  now  stopped  directly  at  Cas- 
sm'  8  house  where  Ali  Baba  lived  then : 
upon  which  the  thief,  botbre  he  pulled  otf 
the  hcmd.  nHirked  the  door  with  a  piece  of 
chalk,  wnich  he  had  readv  in  his  hand; 
and  when  he  pulled  it  ofi',  he  asked  him  if 
he  knew  whose  house  that  was:  to  which 
Baba  Mustapha  replied,  that  as  he  did  not 
live  in  that  neiffhbourhood,  he  could  not 
tell. 

The  robber,  finding;  he  could  discover  no 
more  from  Baba  Muiiitapha,  thanked  him 
Jbr  the  trouble  he  had  given  him,  and  lell 
him  to  go  hack  to  his  stall,  while  he  return- 
ed to  the  forest,  persuaded  that  he  should 
be  very  well  received. 

A  little  after  the  robber  and  Baba  Mu^ 
tapha  parted,  Morgiana  went  out  of  Ali 
Baba's  house  for  something,  and  coming 
home  again,  seeing  the  mark  the  robber 
had  made,  she  stopped  to  observe  it.  What 
is  the  meaning  or  this  mark?  said  she  to 
hcneli':  somebody  intends  my  master  no 
rood,  or  else  some  boy  has  been  playing 
Uie  rogue  with  it :  with  whatever  intention 
it  was  done,  added  she,  it  is  good  to  guard 
against  the  worst.  Accordingly  she  went 
and  fetched  a  piece  of  chalk,  and  marked 
two  or  three  doors  on  each  side  in  the  same 
manner,  without  saying  a  word  to  her 
master  or  mistreRs. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  thief  reioined  his 
tmop  again  in  the  Ibrest,  and  told  them  the 
good  success  he  had;  expatiating  u(X)n  his 
good  fortune,  in  mooting  so  soon  with  the 
only  person  who  could  inlbrm  him  of  whut 
he  wante.l  to  know.  Ail  the  robbers  list- 
ened to  him  with  the  utmost  satisfaction ; 
when  the  cantain,  after  commending  his 
diligence,  addressing  himself  to  them  all, 
said.  Comrades,  we  have  no  lime  to  lof* : 
let  us  all  set  off  well  armed,  without  its 
appearing  who  we  are ;  and  that  we  may 
not  give  any  suspicion,  let  one  or  two  go 
privately  hilo  Uie  town  together,  and  a))- 
point  the  rendezvous  in  the  gre^it  niuarc ; 
and  in  the  mean  time,  our  comrade,  who 
brought  us  the  good  news,  and  I,  will  go 
and  find  out  the  house,  that  we  may  con- 
irult  what  is  l>est  to  be  done. 

This  speech  and  plan  was  approved  by 
alL  and  they  were  soon  ready.  They  filed 
off  in  small  psircels  of  two  or  three,  at  the 
pro[)er  distance  from  each  other:  and  all 
got  into  the  town  without  being  in  the  least 
suspected.  The  capt^iin,  and  he  that  came 
in  the  morning  as  a  spy,  came  in  last  of 
all.  He  led  the  captain  into  the  street 
where  he  had  marked  Ali  Baba's  house, 
and  when  they  came  to  one  of  the  houses 
which  Morgiana  had  marked,  he  pointed 
it  out.  But  going  a  little  fjutlier,  to  pre- 
vent bein^  taken  notice  of,  the  captain 
observed  that  the  next  door  was  chalked 
after  the  same  mamier,  and  in  tlie  same 
place;  and  showing  it  to  his  guide,  ankcd 
bim  which  house  it  w^,  that  or  the  first. 


The  guide  was  so  confounded,  that  he 
knew  not  what  answer  to  make ;  and  much 
less,  when  he  and  the  captain  saw  ^ve  or 
six  houses  besides  marked  al\er  the  same 
manner.  He  assured  the  captain,  with  an 
oath,  that  he  had  marked  but  one,  and 
could  not  tell  who  had  chalked  the  rest  so 
like  to  that  which  he  marked,  and  owned, 
in  that  contusum,  he  could  not  distinguish 
it 

The  captain,  finding  that  their  design 
proved  abortive,  went  directly  to  the  place 
of  rendezvouFi,  and  told  the  first  ot'  his 
troop  that  he  met,  that  they  had  lost  their 
labour,  and  must  return  to  their  cave  the 
same  way  as  they  came.  He  himself  set 
them  the  example,  and  they  ail  returned 
as  they  came. 

When  the  troop  was  all  got  together,  the 
captain  told  them  the  reason  ot  their  re- 
turning; and  preriently  the  conductor  was 
declared  by  all  worthy  ot*  death.  He  oon- 
demned  himself,  acknowled^ng  that  he 
ought  to  have  taken  better  precaution,  and 
kneeled  down  to  receive  the  stroke  from 
him  that  was  appointed  to  cut  off  his  head. 

But  as  it  was  the  safety  of  the  troop  that 
an  injury  should  not  go  unpunished,  ano> 
ther  of  the  gang,  who  promised  himself 
that  he  should  succeed  better,  presented 
hinii^lf,  and  his  ofler  being  accepted,  he 
went  and  corrupted  Baha  Mustapha,  as 
the  other  had  done ;  and  being  shown  the 
house,  marked  it,  in  a  place  more  reraoie 
froni  sight,  with  red  chalk. 

Not  long  aller,  Morgiana,  whose  eya 
nothing  could  escape,  went  out,  and  we- 
ing  the  red  chalk,  and  arguing  afler  the 
same  manner  with  herseTf,  marked  the 
other  neighbours'  houses  in  the  same  place 
and  maimer. 

The  robber,  at  his  return  to  his  company, 
valued  himself  very  much  upon  the  pre- 
caution he  hiul  taken,  which  he  kvjked 
upon  as  an  infallible  way  of  distineuiph- 
ing  Ali  Baba's  house  \wn\  his  neiglibouri. 
and  the  captain  and  all  of  them  tliought  it 
must  succeed .  They  conveyed  thcm.Heh'Si 
into  the  town  in  the  Bi\me  manner  as  be- 
fore; and  when  the  robber  and  his  Ci^-tain 
came  to  the  street,  they  found  the  same 
difficulty;  at  which  the  captain  waseo- 
raged,  and  the  robber  in  as  great  contuooci 
as  Iiis  predecessor. 

Thus  the  captain  and  hw  troop  were 
forced  to  retire  a  i^econd  time,  and  much 
more  dii^tisiied;  and  the  mbber,  ai  the 
author  of  the  Aiis^take,  underwent  the  same 
punisliment,  which  he  willingly  siubinitiai 
to. 

The  captain,  having  lost  two  brave  W- 
lows  of  his  troop,  was  afraid  of  dimini»hin? 
it  too  much  by  pursuing  this  plan  to ffi 
inlbrmation  about  Ali  I5abd*s  howe  He 
found,  by  their  example,  that  their  beads 
were  not  so  good  as  their  hands  oo  nrh 
occasions;  and  therefore  resolved  to  take 
upon  himself  this  important 
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Aficordinirly  he  went  and  addraned  him- 
Klf  to  Baba  Muitapha,  who  did  him  the 
KUDO  piece  of  lervice  he  had  done  to  the 
former.  He  never  amused  himself  with 
■etting  any  pcuticular  mark  on  the  house, 
kwt  examined  and  observed  it  so  ccuefulljf , 
by  passing  otlen  by  it,  that  it  was  impossi- 
ble ibr  him  to  mistake  it. 

The  captain,  very  well  satisfied  with  his 
loumey,  and  informed  ol'  what  he  wanted 
to  know,  returned  to  the  forest ;  and  when 
he  came  into  the  cave,  where  the  troop 
waited  for  him,  he  said.  Now,  comrudetf. 
nothing  can  prevent  our  full  revenge ;  I 
am  certain  of  the  liouee,  and  in  my  way 
hither  I  have  thought  how  to  put  it  m  exe- 
cution, and  if  any  one  knows  a  better  ex- 
pedient, let  him  oomnmnicute  it  Then 
he  told  them  his  contrivance ;  aiui  as  they 
approved  ol'  it,  he  ordered  them  to  go  into 
the  towns  and  villages  about,  aiul  buy 
nineteen  mules,  and  thirty-eight  large  lea- 
ther jars,  one  full,  and  the  others  all  empty. 

In  two  or  three  days  time  the  robbers 
porchased  the  mules  and  jars,  and  as  the 
mouths  of  the  jars  were  rather  too  narrow 
for  liis  purpose,  the  captain  caused  Uiem  to 
be  widened ;  and  aller  having  put  one  of 
his  men  into  each,  with  the  weapons  which 
he  thought  fit,  leaving  open  the  seam 
which  had  been  undone  to  leave  them  room 
to  breathe^  tie  rubbed  the  jars  on  the  out- 
nde  with  oil  Irom  the  full  vesseL 

Things  being  tlius  prepared,  when  the 
nineteen  mules  were  loaded  witli  thirty- 
seven  robbere  in  jars,  and  the  jar  of  oil,  the 
captain,  as  tlieir  driver,  set  out  with  tliem, 
and  reached  the  town  bv  the  dusk  of  the 
evening,  as  he  intended.  He  led  them 
tlirough  the  streets  till  he  came  to  Ali  Ba- 
be's, at  whose  door  he  designed  to  have 
knocked :  but  was  preventedTby  his  sitting 
there,  atiersuppcy^  to  take  a  Uttle  fresh 
air.  He  stopped  liia  mules,  and  addressed 
himself  to  him,  and  said,  1  liave  brought 
some  oil  here,  a  great  way,  to  sell  at  to- 
morrow's market;  and  it  is  ik>w  so  late, 
that  1  do  not  know  where  to  lodge.  If  I 
should  not  be  troublesome  to  you,  do  me 
the  favour  to  let  me  |)aM  tlie  night  with 
you,  and  1  shall  be  very  much  (x>Liged  to 
you. 

l*hough  Ali  Baba  had  seen  tlie  captain 
of  the  robbers  in  the  ibrest,  and  had  lieard 
him  speak,  it  was  imijossible  ibr  him  to 
know  him  in  the  disguise  of  an  oil-mer- 
chant He  told  him  he  sliould  be  welcome, 
and  immediately  opened  his  gates  for  the 
mules  to  go  into  the  vard.  At  the  same 
lime  he  call^  to  a  slave  he  had,  and  or- 
dered him,  when  the  mules  were  unloaded, 
not  only  to  put  them  into  the  stable,  but  lo 
give  them  com  and  hay ;  and  then  went 
to  Mor^iana,  to  bkl  her  get  a  good  hot 
supper  tor  his  guest,  and  make  him  a  good 
bed. 

He  did  more.  To  make  his  gueit  as 
weleotneaspoHible.  wfaen  ha  mv  the  cap- 


tain had  unfoaded  hit  mules,  and  that 
they  were  put  into  the  stable  as  he  ordered, 
and  he  was  looking  for  a  place  to  pass  the 
night  in  the  air,  he  brought  him  into  the 
hall  where  he  received  his  company,  tell- 
ing him  he  would  not  sutler  him  to  be  in 
the  courL  The  captain  excused  himaeli', 
on  pretence  of  not  being  troublesome;  but 
really  to  have  room  to  execute  his  design, 
and  It  was  not  till  alter  the  must  pressmg 
importunity  that  he  yielded.  Ah  Baba, 
not  content  to  keep  compiany  with  the  man 
who  had  a  design  on  his  iile,  till  supper 
was  ready,  contmued  talking  with  liim  till 
it  was  ended,  and  repeating  his  oiler  at' 
service. 

The  captain  rose  up  at  the  same  time, 
and  went  with  him  to  the  door ;  and  while 
Ali  Baba  went  into  tlie  kitchen  to  speak  to 
Morgiana,  he  went  into  Uie  yard,  under 
pretence  of  looking  at  his  mule^  Ali  Buba, 
after  charging  Morgiana  alresh  to  take 
^reat  care  of  nis  guest,  said  to  her,  To- 
morrow monung  I  design  to  go  to  the  bath 
before  day ;  take  care  my  baUiiiig  linen  be 
ready,  and  give  tliem  to  Abdalla,  which 
was  the  slave's  name,  and  make  me  some 
good  broth  against  1  come  back.  Alter  this 
he  went  to  bed. 

in  the  mean  time  the  captain  of  the  rob- 
bers went  trom  the  stable  to  give  his  people 
orders  what  to  do;  and  beginning  at  tJie 
first  jar,  and  so  on  to  tlie  Uitft,  said  to  each 
man.  As  soon  as  I  tlirow  some  stones  out 
of  tlie  chamber  window  wiiero  1  lie,  do 
not  fail  to  cut  tlie  jar  open  with  tlie  knile 
you  have  about  you,  pointed  and  sharfien- 
ed  lor  the  purpose,  and  come  out,  and  I 
will  be  presently  witii  you.  Alter  this  he 
returned  into  the  kitchen,  and  Morgiana 
taking  up  a  light,  conducted  liim  to  his 
chamber,  where,  alter  site  had  asked  him 
if  he  wanted  any  thuig,  she  ielt  him ;  and 
he,  to  a\XMd  any  suspicion^  put  the  light 
out  soon  alter,  aiui  laid  himself  down  in 
his  dothes,  that  he  might  be  the  more 
ready  to  rise  agaui. 

Morgiana,  remembering  Ah  Baba's  oi^ 
ders,  got  his  batiiitig  linen  ready,  and 
ordereii  Abdalla,  who  was  not  tlien  gone 
to  bed,  to  set  on  the  pot  for  the  broth ;  but 
while  she  scummed  the  pot  the  lamp  went 
out,  and  there  was  no  uiore  oil  in  the 
house,  nor  any  candles.  What  to  do  she 
dul  not  know,  lor  the  broth  must  be  made. 
Abdalla  seeing  her  very  uneasy,  said.  Do 
not  Iret  and  tease  yourself,  but  go  into  the 
yard,  and  take  some  oil  out  of  one  ol*  the 

Morgiana  thanked  Abdalla  for  his  ad- 
vice ;  and  while  lie  went  to  bed,  near  Ali 
Baba's  room,  tliai  he  might  be  the  better 
able  to  riwi  and  Ibllow  Ah  Baba  lo  liie 
bath,  she  took  the  oil-pot,  and  went  into 
the  yard;  and  us  she  came  nigh  tiie  lint 
jar,  the  robber  wkhin  said  soltly,  In  it 
time? 

Though  the  robber  spoke  fow,  Moigiaaa 
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WW  idmck  with  the  voice  the  more,  be- 
cause the  oaptaiD;  when  he  unloaded  the 
mules,  opened  this  and  all  the  other  jam,  to 
five  air  to  his  men,  who  were  ill  enough 
at  their  ease,  without  wanting  room  to 
hreathe. 

An/  other  slave  hut  Morgiana,  so  sur- 
Drisea  as  she  was  to  find  a  man  in  a  jar, 
Instead  ot'  the  oil  she  wa^nted,  would  have 
made  such  a  noise,  as  to  have  given  an 
alarm,  which  would  have  been  attended 
with  ill  consequences;  whereas  Morgiana, 
apprehending  immediately  the  importance 
ol  keeping  tlie  secret,  and  the  danger  Ali 
Baba,  his  tamily,  and  she  herseil'  were  in, 
and  the  necessity  ol'  applying  a  speedy 
remedy  without  noise,  conceived  at  once 
the  means,  and  collecting  herseit'  without 
liiowing  the  least  emotion,  answered,  Not 
yet,  but  presently.  She  went  in  this  man- 
ner to  all  the  jars,  giving  the  same  answer, 
till  she  came  to  the  lar  ol'  oil. 

By  this  means,  Morgiana  found  that  h6r 
master  Ali  Baba,  who  thought  that  he  had 
entertained  an  oil  merchant  had  admitted 
thirty-eight  robbere  into  his  house;  looking 
on  this  pretended  merchant  as  their  cap- 
tain. Sue  made  wliat  haste  she  couhl  to 
fill  her  oil  pot,  and  returned  into  her  kitch- 
en; where,  as  soon  as  she  had  lighted  her 
lamp,  slie  took  a  great  kettle,  and  went 
mgain  to  the  oil  jar,  filled  the  kettle,  and 
•at  it  on  a  great  wood  fire  to  boil:  and  as 
aoon  as  it  boiled,  went  and  poured  enough 
into  every  jar  to  stitle  and  destroy  the  rob- 
ber within. 

When  this  action,  worthy  of  the  courage 
of  Morgiana,  was  executed  without  any 
noise,  us  she  had  projected,  she  returned 
into  the  kitchen  witti  the  empty  kettle,  and 
shut  the  dc)or:  and  having  put  out  the 
great  tire  she  had  made  to  &il  tlie  oil,  and 
leaving  just  enou<^h  to  make  the  biotli, 
put  out  also  the  lamp,  and  remained  silent; 
reiving  not  to  go  to  bed  till  she  iiad 
obeeivea  what  Wiis  to  tbllow  through  a 
window  ol'  tlie  kitchen,  which  opened  mto 
the  yard,  dm  tar  as  the  darkiiciss  of  the 
night  permuted. 

olie  had  not  wait&l  a  quarter  of  an  hour, 
before  the  fuiptain  of  the  robt)er8  waked, 
got  up,  and  opened  the  window;  and  tind- 
mg  no  light,  and  hearing  no  nois«,  or  anv 
one  stifring  in  the  house,  gave  the  signal, 
by  throwing  little  i?tone>(.  several  of  which 
hit  the  jars,  as  he  knew  by  the  eound  tliey 
gave.  Then  he  li^teneil,  and  not  heaiin;^ 
nor  t)erceiving  any  thing  whereby  he  could 
judge  that  hin  companions  stirred,  he  began 
to  giow  very  uneasy,  and  tiirew  etoncs 
again  a  second  and  a  third  time,  and  could 
not  comprehend  the  reason  that  none  of 
them  should  answer  to  his  signal :  cruel! v 
alarmed,  he  went  aoiHy  down  into  the  yaru, 
tnd  going  to  the  firet  jar,  and  asking  the 
robber,  whom  he  thought  alive,  if  he  was 
asleep),  he  smelled  the  hot  boiletl  oil,  whk^h 
snst  kirtli  a  steam  out  of  the  jar,  and  knew 


thereby  that  hie  plot  to  nrarder  Ali  Baba 

and  p»lunder  his  house  was  dkcoverad.  Ex- 
amining all  the  jars  one  after  anodier.  ha 
(bund  that  all  his  gang  were  dead ;  and  by 
the  oil  he  missed  out  of  the  last  jar,  ha 
guesFied  at  the  means  and  manner  of  thdr 
deat  hs.  Enraged  to  despair  at  having  fai^ 
ed  in  his  desi^^n,  he  forced  the  lock  of  a 
door,  that  led  from  the  yard  to  the  garden. 
and,  climbing  over  the  walk  of  aevttal 
gardens,  at  last  made  his  eaeape. 

When  Morgiana  heard  do  noisa,  and 
founds  after  waiting  some  time,  that  the 
captain  did  not  return,  she  guessed  that  ha 
chose  rather  to  make  his  escape  by  the  gar* 
dens  than  by  tlie  street  door,  which  waa 
double  locked;  satisfied  and  pleased  to  have 
succeeded  so  well,  and  secured  the  boom, 
she  went  to  bed  and  fell  asleep. 

Ali  Baba  rose  betbre  day,  and,  (bOowad 
by  his  slave,  went  to  the  baths,  antirdj 
ignorant  of  the  amazing  accklent  that  kuM 
happened  at  home :  ibr  Morgiana  did  nol 
think  it  right  to  walce  him  belore  fir  laar  ol 
losing  her  opportunity ;  and  afterwards  iba 
thought  it  needless  to  disturb  him. 

When  he  returned  from  the  bath%  aad 
the  sun  had  risen,  he  was  viery  much  sar> 
prised  to  see  the  oil  jars,  and  that  the  mer- 
chant was  not  gone  with  the  males.  Ha 
asked  Morgiana,  who  opeued  the  door,  and 
had  let  all  things  stand  as  they  were,  that 
he  might  see  Uiem,  the  reason  of  it.  Mj 
gooil  master,  answered  slie,  God  unaen^a 
vou  and  all  your  tamily !  you  will  be  better 
inlbrmed  of  what  you  wish  to  know,  when 
you  have  seen  what  I  have  to  show  you, 
if  von  will  give  yourself  the  trouble  li 
Ibllow  me. 

As  soon  as  Morgiana  had  shut  the  door, 
Ali  Bab^  Ibllowed  her;  and  when  she 
brought  him  into  tlic  yard,  she  bid  him 
look  into  the  first  jar,  and  see  if  there  was 
any  oil.  Ali  Baba  did  so,  and  seeing  a 
man,  stalled  back  frightened,  and  cnad 
ouL  Do  not  be  afraid,  said  Morgiana ;  the 
m  m  you  see  tlieiti  c<in  neither  do  you  not 
any  body  else  any  harm.  He  is  dead.  Ah. 
Morgiana !  said  All  Baba,  what  is  it  you 
sliovv  ine  ?  Explain  the  meaning  of  it  to 
I  will,  replied  Morgian«i ;    moderate 


mc. 


your  astonisliment,  and  do  not  excite  um 
curiosity  of  your  nei^hboure ;  for  it  ■  dT 
j^reat  importAi.ce  to  keep  tliis  ailiiir 
Look  in  all  the  other  jars. 

Ali  Baba  examined  all  the  other  jars, 
after  another ;  and  when  lie  came  to  that 
which  liad  the  oil  in  it,  he  tuuiid  it  prodi- 
gbutfly  sunk,  and  stood  for  some  totf 
motionlcsi?,  sometimes  looking  on  the  jai^ 
and  sometimes  on  Morgiana,  without  mj- 
ing  a  word,  so  great  was  his  surprwe ;  tf 
last,  when  he  hod  recovered  hinuelJ'  be 
said,  And  what  is  become  of  the  nc^ 
chant  ? 

Merchant !  answered  slie :  he  iff  as  aach 
one  as  I  am.  I  will  tell  you  who  he  is,  and 
what  is  become  of  him ;  but  you  had 
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JHor  the  Mory  in  your  m 


pvBT  uiv  Mvuvy  111  /vur  uttH  ch&mMr ;  for  it 
ia  time  (or  jour  henlth  that  yoa  had  your 

broth  ntXer  your  battling.  . 

While  All  Babft  went  inUi  hia  charnhpr, 
Moreiaiia  went  into  ihc  kitchen  to  retell 
ths  Broth,  and  carry  it  In  him ;  but  before 
he  would  drink  it,  li>:  llr^l  bid  her  Kilixly 
hia  impfltience,  nuil  Icll  limi  the  Biory 
with  all  its  circutunances ;  imil  slie  obeyed 

Lost  night,  fir,  aaid  nhe,  when  you  wore 
(one  to  bea,  I  sm  your  batlung  linen  reiidy, 
and  gave  ihcm  to  Abdallu;  nllerwards  I 
letMi  the  pot  tor  the  hmth,  und  >»  1  wus 
■kimming  Iho  pot,  the  iiimp,  for  wart  of 
oil,  went  out  1  and  rv  there  was  not  a  drop 
more  in  the  house,  I  In^n  I  tor  a  candle, 
bul  could  not  find  ime.  AluUilla,  neeing;  me 
vexed,  put  mc  in  mimi  fil'  the  jarF  ol  nil 
which  Moni)  in  the  yH.r<l.  1  look  the  oil  pot, 
and  went  direetly  to  the  jar  which  stnoil 
nearest  to  mc;  nhd  when  I  came  to  it,  I 
heard  a  voice  within  It  eay,  Ij  it  lime? 
Without  beinit  disiiuiye.!j  arid  comprehend- 
ing imme.liately  (lie  innlicious  intention  ol' 
the  pretended  oil  mcrchiini,  I  amtwereil. 
Not  yet,  bat  presently.  Then  I  went  to 
the  next,  and  another  voir«  aiiked  me  the 
tame  queation.  nnd  I  returned  the  mine 
■newer ;  and  m  nn,  till  I  came  to  the  lnnt, 
which  I  Ibund  full  ofoil;  with  which  I  fill- 
ed niy  pnr. 

When  !  con«iJcre<i  that  there  wem  thirty- 
■even  pobbera  in  the  yard,  wbnnnly  wailed 
for  a  ei^iuil  In  be  ^ivcn  hy  the  ciiplnin. 
whom  you  took  to  be  an  oil  mt-rehani,  and 
entertained  no  hnnd-nmely.  1  thought  there 
wim  no  time  in  be  lo^'l :  I  eiirrie<l  my  put  o\' 
oil  into  Ihe  kitchen,  lii;hle-.t  the  lamp,  and 
alterwardd  tnnk  the  hij^gcrit  kettle  1  hod, 
went  and  filled  it  lull  ofoil.  and  set  it  on 
the  tire  to  boil,  and  then  went  and  poured 
n  much  into  each  jar  ns  wbi  luflicient  to 
^venl  them  Imm  exefuting  the  peini- 
oioue  deai^n  they  came  about:  ailer  thn  I 
retired  into  the  kitchen,  and  put  out  the 
■■flip;  bttt  befbre  I  went  lo  bod  I  waited 


atthe  window  to  know  what  meanireetbs 
preienled  merchant  woold  take. 

ADer  I  had  n-atctied  aooie  time  for  the 
Hi^nal,  lie  threw  nome  ttonea  out  oTtha 
wiiidoiv  it^inst  the  Jan.  nnd  neither  hear- 
ini;  nor  perceiving'  any  body  atirrinf,  after 
tliroH'im;  three  times,  he  came  down, ami 
1  Hiw  him  go  to  every  jar,  after  which, 
ihroush  the  dnrkn(s>4  ol'  the  ni^t.  I  loit 
iii;£ht  III'  him.  I  ivnited  lome  lime  loagw, 
mid  finding  ilmt  he  did  not  return.  I  never 
dnubted  but  thai,  i«cing  he  had  mined  hi* 
aim,  he  had  made  hiueacaiie  over  Ihe  walk 
ol'  the  pirden.      Penuadeid  that  the  houM 


!,lw 


obeil. 


Tliiw,  Kaid  Morgiuna,  in  the  account  you 
asked  ol'  me ;  and  1  am  convinced  it  ii  the 
conw^inenceoran  obaervaljon  which  I  had 
made  lor  two  or  three  days  belbre.  but  did 
noE  think  fit  to  actiuaint  you  with:  for 
when  1  rame  in  one  morning  eart/,  I  lound 
our  Blpeei-door  marked  with  white  chalk, 
and  the  next  momio^  with  red;  and  both 
times,  without  knowing  what  waa  the  in- 
tention ol  Ihoee  chalks,  I  marked  two  or 
three  ncia:libouni'  doom  on  each  hand  alter   ' 


If  you  reflect  on  thi^ 

haptiened,  jrou  will  find 

be  a  plot  ot'  the  robbera     ' 


il  what  has  since  haptiened,  ytni  will  fii 

"  B  robbera  of  the  IbrM, 
whoAc  gang  there  are  two  wantio?,  ana 
itnw  they  are  reduced  In  three :  aH  thii 
xbowri  that  lliey  had  sworn  vour  <te*tnM- 
lion,  and  it  Is  proper  you  nhould  Hand  upoo 
your  jTuard,  white  ,'here  i*  one  ol'  tnem 
lor  my  part,  ■  ■  ■■  - 
neeesiary  lu 
.  dulv  bound. 
When  Morgiana  had  left  off  ipeakinf. 
All  B.'iba  wiu<  BD  sensible  of  the  E.reat  Mr- 
vice  slie  had  done  him,  that  he  said  to  her, 
I  will  not  die  without  rewarding  you  as  you 
deuerve :  I  owe  my  lite  to  you,  and  Ibr  the 
firtt  token  of  my  admawledfinent  I  ««« 
you  your  liberty  from  thii  roonteni,  ull  1 
can  complete  your  recompeiwe  as  I  intend. 
I  am  peranaded,  with  you,  that  the  lofty 
nibbsra  have  laid  all  manner  of  anane  fea 
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me :  God.  by  your  means,  has  delivered 
me  from  them,  and  I  hope  will  continue  to 

E reserve  me  from  their  wicked  designs,  and 
y  averting  the  danger  which  tlireatencd 
me,  will  deliver  the  world  from  their  per- 
secution and  their  cursed  race.  All  that 
we  have  to  do  Is  to  bury  the  bodies  of  these 
pc«ts  of  mankind  immediately,  and  with 
all  the  secrecv  imagiiud)le,  that  nobody 
may  susncct  what  is  b^^me  of  them.  But 
that  Abdalia  and  I  will  undertake. 

AH  Baba's  garden  was  very  long,  and 
shaded  at  the  farther  end  by  a  great  num- 
ber of  large  trees.  Under  these  trees  he 
and  the  slave  went  and  dug  a  trench,  long 
and  wide  enough  to  hold  all  the  robberB, 
and  as  the  eaith  was  light,  they  were  not 
lonff  doing  it.  Afterwards  tliey  litlcd  tlie 
bodies  out  of  the  iars,  took  awav  their 
weapons,  carried  tiiem  to  the  end  of  the 
garden,  laid  them  in  tlie  trench,  and  le- 
velled we  ground  again.  Wiien  this  was 
done,  Ali  Baba  hid  the  jars  and  weapons ; 
and  as  for  the  mules,  as  he  had  no  occasion 
lor  them;  he  sent  them  at  diOerent  times  to 
be  sold  in  the  market  by  his  slave. 

While  Ali  Baba  took  tliese  measures  to 
prevent  the  public  from  knowing  how  he 
came  by  his  riches  in  so  short  a  time,  the 
captain  of  the  forty  robbers  returned  to  the 
ibreat,  in  most  inconceivable  mortification ; 
and  in  the  agitation,  or  rather  confusion,  he 
was  in  at  his  want  of  success,  so  contrary  to 
what  he  had  promised  himself,  he  entered 
the  cave,  not  being  al)le,  all  the  way  from 
the  town,  to  come  to  any  retjolution  what  to 
do  to  Ali  Baba.      ^      *      ' 

Tlie^  loneliness  of  the  dark  place  eeemed 
frightful  to  him.  Where  are  you,  my  brave 
lads,  cried  lie,  old  companions  of  my  watch- 
in{?s,  inroads,  and  hilMur  ?  What  can  I  do 
witliout  you  7  Did  I  collect  you  to  lotic  you 
by  so  ba.«e  a  fate,  and  so  unworthy  your 
courage  i  Had  vou  died  with  your  liabres 
in  vour  hands,  like  l)rave  men,  my  regret 
had  been  iesr;  I  Wlicn  shall  I  get  so  gallant 
a  troop  again  ?  And  if  I  could,  ciui  I  un- 
dertake it  without  exixksing  ho  much  gold 
and  treasure  to  him.  who  hath  alrea(ly  en- 
riched himfH^li'out  of^  it  Y  1  ntnnot,  1  ought 
not  to  think  of  it,  beibre  I  have  Uiken  iiwuy 
his  life.  I  will  undertake  that  myself, 
which  I  could  not  accomplisli  witii  so  |X)w- 
erful  assistance ;  and  when  I  have  tiiken 
care  tu  s(>cure  this  treasure  from  being 
pillaged,  I  will  provide  lor  it  new  masters 
and  succesKOPK  after  me,  who  shall  preserve 
and  nuirmerit  it  to  all  ix)6terity.  This  re- 
solution being  taken,  he  was  not  at  a  \(kis 
how  to  excHMite  it ;  but,  easy  in  his  mind, 
and  full  of  hoi)es,  he  slept  all  tliat  night 
verv  quietly. 

When  he  waked  early  next  morning,  as 
lie  liad  proposed,  he  dressed  himself,  agree- 
ably tu  the  pn>ject  ho  had  in  his  head,  and 
went  to  the  town,  and  took  a  lodging  in  a 
khan.  A  nd  as  he  expected  what  had  hap- 
pened at  Ah  Baba's  might  make  a  great 


noise  in  the  tDwn,  he  asked  his  hotl,  b^ 
\vay  of  discourse,  what  news  there  waa  in 
the  city.  Upon  which  the  innkeeper  told 
him  a  great  many  things,  whk^h  did  noc 
concern  him  in  the  leaat.  He  judged  by 
this,  that  the  reason  why  Ali  Baba  kept 
this  affair  so  secret  was  ibr  fear  people 
should  know  where  the  treasure  lay.  and 
the  means  of  coming  at- it;  and  because 
he  knew  his  life  would  be  sought  upon  ac- 
count of  it.  And  this  ursed  him  the  more 
to  neglect  nothing  to  rid  himself  of  so  dan- 
gerous a  iierhon. 

The  next  thing  that  the  captain  had  to 
do  was  to  provide  himself  with  a  horse,  to 
convey  a  great  many  eorts  of  rich  stuA 
and  fine  linen  to  his  lodging,  which  he  did 
by  a  great  many  journeys  to  the  forest,  but 
witli  all  the  necessary  precautions  imagi- 
nable to  conceal  the  place  whence  he 
brought  them.  In  order  to  dispose  of  the 
mercliandizes.  when  he  had  anuiasfd  them 
together,  he  took  a  furnished  shop,  which 
hap|)ened  to  be  opposite  to  that  which  wu 
Cassim't?,  which  Ah  Baba's  son  had  not 
Ions  occunied. 

He  took  upon  him  the  name  of  Cogii 
Houssain,  and  as  a  new  comer,  was,  ac- 
cording to  custom,  extremely  civil  and 
complaisant  to  all  tlie  merchants  luaneig^ 
hours.  And  as  Ali  Baba's  son  was  young 
and  handsome,  and  a  roan  of  good  sense, 
and  was  oilen  obliged  to  convene  with 
Cogia  Houssain,  he  soon  made  himelt  ac- 
quainted with  him.  He  strove  to  cultivate 
hk  friendship,  more  particularly  when,  two 
or  three  days  alier  he  was  settled,  he  re- 
cognised Ali  Baba,  who  came  to  see  his 
son,  aiui  Ktoppcul  to  talk  \vith  him  as  he 
wa.s  accui«t(>ined  to  do  {  and  when  he  was 
gone,  he  learnt  from  his  son  who  he  was. 
He  increiu>ed  his  a^^^duiticis,  caressed  him 
after  the  moc»t  (Migaging  manner,  made  him 
some  small  prc^;ents,  and  otieii  asked  him 
to  dine  and  sup  with  him ;  and  treated  him 
very  handsomely. 

Ali  Bsiba's  son  did  not  c^re  Co  lie  under 
such  obligation  to  Cogia  Houssain  without 
making  the  like  return ;  but  wus  so  much 
straitened  ibr  wiuit  of'  room  in  his  house, 
that  he  could  not  entertain  him  so  well  ai 
he  wished :  and  therefore  acquainted  hii 
father  Ali  Baba  with  his  intentk>n.  and  toU 
him  that  it  did  not  look  well  tor  him  to  re- 
ceive such  favours  from  Gof^ia  Hminwin 
without  inviting  him  again. 

Ali  Baba.  with  threat  pleasure,  took  the 
treat  u|x)n  liimK'lt.  Son,  Aaid  he,  to-xno^ 
row  (Friday),  which  is  a  day  that  the  ibofs 
of  such  grtnit  merchants  as  Co^ia  Houhba 
and  yourself  are  shut,  ^t  him  to  take  a 
walk  with  you  after  dinner,  and  as  you 
come  back,  nass  by  my  door,  and  caU  in. 
It  will  look  better  to  liave  it  happen  acci- 
dentally', tlian  if  vou  gave  him  a  brmal 
invitation.  I  will  go  cuid  order  Haitiana 
to  provide  a  supper. 

The  next  day,  after  dinner,  Ali  Baba  • 
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ion  and  Cogia  Houisiftiin  met  by  appoint- 
ment, and  took  their  walk,  and  hb  tiiey  re- 
turned. All  Bahama  tion  led  Cojia  Housaain 
through  the  street  where  hi»  (ather  lived ; 
and  when  they  came  to  the  house,  he 
stopped  and  knocked  at  the  door.  This, 
sir,  said  he,  is  my  lather's  house;  who,  u|X)n 
the  account  I  have  given  hini  of  your 
fnendsliip,  charged  me  to  procure  him  the 
honour  of  your  acquaintance :  and  I  dcdire 
you  to  add  this  pleasure  to  those  I  am  al- 
ready indebted  to  you  (or. 

Though  it  was  the  sole  aim  of  Co^ia 
Houssain  to  introduce  himself  into  Ali 
Baba'tf  house,  that  he  mij^ht  kill  him  with- 
out hazarding  his  own  life  or  making  any 
noise :  yet  he  excused  himself,  and  oliered 
to  taKe  his  leave.  But  a  slave  having 
opened  the  door,  Ali  fiaba's  son  took  him 
obligingly  by  the  hand,  and  in  a  manner 
(breed  him  in. 

Ali  Baba  received  Cogia  Houssain  with 
a  smiling  countenance,  and  in  the  most 
obliging  manner  he  could  wi^h.  He  thank- 
ed him  for  all  the  favours  he  had  done  his 
son ;  addins:  withal,  the  obligation  w;is  Uie 
greater,  an  ne  wits  a  young  m:ui  not  very 
well  acquainted  with  the  world,  and  that 
he  mi^ht  contribute  to  hin  inlbrmation. 

Cogia  Houssain  returned  the  conipli- 
ment,  by  assuring  Ali  Baba,  that  though 
his  son  might  not  have  acquired  the  cx\Hi- 
rience  of  older  men,  he  had  ^ood  senii« 
equal  to  the  experience  of  marty  other:-. 
Atler  a  little  more  conversation  on  diflererit 
subject),  he  offered  a^ain  to  take  his  leave ; 
when  Ali  Haba.stoppmg  him,  said.  Where 
are  you  going,  sir,  in  so  much  haste  7  I  be^ 
you  would  do  me  the  honour  to  sup  with 
roe,  though  what  I  have  to  give  vou  is  not 
worth  your  acceptance ;  but  such  as  it  is. 
I  hope  you  will  accept  it  as  heartily  as  I 

S've  it.  Sir,  replied  Cogia  Houiswain.  I  am 
oroughly  persuaded  of  ^'our  good-will ; 
and  if  I  ask  the  favour  ot  you  not  to  take 
it  ill  that  I  do  not  accept  of  your  obiis^iiig 
invitation,  I  beg  of  you  to  believe  that  it 
does  not  proceed  from  any  slight  or  inten- 
tion to  affront,  but  from  a  cerUiin  reason, 
which  you  would  approve  of  if  you  knew 
It 

And  what  may  that  reason  be,  sir,  replied 
Ali  Baba,  if  I  may  be  so  bold  as  to  lisk  you  ? 
It  is,  answered  Cogia  Houissain,  tliat  i  can 
eat  no  victuals  that  have  aiiv  salt  in  them ; 
therefore  judge  how  I  should  look  at  vour 
table.  It  tliat  is  tlie  only  reason,  said  Ali 
Baba,  it  ought  not  to  deprive  ine  of  tlie 
honf)ur  of  your  company  at  supixir ;  for,  hi 
the  first  plare,  then^  is  no  Kilt  ever  put  into 
my  bread,  and  for  the  meat  we  shall  hjive 
to-ni^ht,  I  promise  you  there  shall  be  none. 
I  will  go  and  take  ciire  of  thaL  Theretbre 
you  must  do  me  the  favour  to  stay ;  I  will 
come  again  immediately. 

Aii  Baba  went  into  the  kitchen,  and 
ordered  Morgiana  to  put  no  salt  to  tlio  meat 
that  woA  to  DO  drcaied  thtit  night ;  and  to 


n)ake  quickly  two  or  three  ragouts  t)e8ideri 
what  he  had  ordered,  but  be  sure  to  put  no 
salt  in  them. 

Morgiana,  who  was  always  ready  to  obey 
her  master,  could  not  help,  this  time,  seem- 
ing somewliat  dissatisfiea  at  his  new  order. 
Who  is  this  difikult  mad,  said  she,  who 
eats  no  salt  with  his  meat  1  Your  supper 
will  be  8{)oile<l,  if  I  keep  it  back  so  lone. 
Do  not  be  angry,  Morgiana,  replied  Ali 
Baba,  he  is  an  honest  man :  theretbre  do  as 
I  bid  you. 

Morgiana  obeve(l,  though  with  no  little 
reluctance,  arul  hadf  a  cunosit/  to  see  this 
man  who  eat  no  salt  To  this  end,  when 
she  had  done  what  she  hail  to  do  in  the 
kitchen,  and  Abdalla  laid  the  cloth,  she 
helped  to  airry  up  the  dishes ;  and  looking 
at  Cogia  Houssain,  knew  him  at  the  first 
sight  to  be  the  ciiptain  of  the  robbers,  not- 
withstanding his  disguise ;  and  examining 
him  very  carefully,  perceived  that  he  had 
a  dagger  hid  under  his  gitrnient.  1  am  not 
in  the  lecist  amazed,  siiid  she  to  herself, 
that  this  wickcil  wretch,  who  is  my  main 
ter's  greatest  enemy,  would  eat  no  salt  with 
him.  since  ho  intends  to  assassinate  him ; 
but  I  will  prevent  him. 

When  Morgiana  had  sent  up  the  supper 
by  Abdalla,  while  they  were  eating,  she 
made  the  nvcc^nxry  nrejmnitions  lor  exe- 
cuting one  of  the  boldest  acts  which  could 
l»e  thought  on,  and  had  just  done,  when 
Abdalla  came  again  lor  the  defviert  of  fruit, 
which  she  carried  up,  and  as  soon  as  Ab- 
dalla lijul  taken  the  meat  au"ay,  ^'t  it  upon 
the  table  ;  alter  that,  she  set  a  little  table 
and  three  glasses  bv  Ali  Baba,  and  going 
out,  took  Abdalla  along  with  her  to  go  to 
sup  ton^ether,  and  to  give  Ali  Baba  the 
more  Imerty  of  conversatk)n  with  his  ^uert. 

Then  the  i^retended  Cogia  Hons^in,  or 
rather  captain  of  the  rol)bi?rs,  thought  he 
had  a  favourable  op|X)rtiUiity  to  kdl  Ali 
Baba.  I  will,  said  he  to  himself,  make  the 
fiithcr  and  son  both  drunk ;  and  then  the 
son,  whose  life  I  intend  to  spare,  will  not 
be  able  to  prevent  my  stabbing  his  lather 
to  the  heart ;  and  while  the  slaves  are  at 
supi)er,  or  asleep  in  the  kitchen,  I  can  make 
my  escajHS  over  the  gardens  as  before. 

Instead  of  going  to  supper,  Morgiana, 
who  penetrated  into  the  intentions  of  the 
counterfeit  Cogia  Hont«<ain,  wmdd  not 
give  him  leave  to  put  his  villanous  design 
III  execution,  but  dresstul  herself  neatly 
with  a  suitable  hc4id-dress  like  a  dancer, 
girdoil  her  waist  with  a  silver-gilt  girdle, 
to  which  there  hung  a  |)oniard  with  a  hilt 
and  guard  of  the  same  metal,  and  put  a 
han(»oinc  mask  on  her  fiu'e.  When  she 
hatl  thu4  disguincd  herself,  she  iAiid  to  Ab- 
dalla, Take  your  titbor,  and  let  us  go  and 
divert  our  master  and  his  son's  guest,  aa 
we  do  sometimes  when  he  is  alone. 

Abdalla  took  hid  tabor,  and  played  be- 
fore Morgiana  all  the  way  into  the  hall, 
who,  when  she  came  to  the  door,  made  a 
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low  curtaey,  with  a  deliberale  air,  to  malie 
heraetr  taken  notice  of,  and  by  way  of  ask- 
IDK  leave  to  show  whal  she  could  do.  Ab- 
diula,  seeing  that  his  master  had  a  mind  to 
ny  BDmetiuiig,  letl  off  piaying.  Come  in, 
MoTRiana,  nud  Ali  Baba,  and  let  Co^ia 
Houtsain  see  what  you  can  ib,  that  nc 
may  tell  ua  what  he  thinks  of  yo\i.  But, 
air,  said  he,  luminK  towards  Co^iu  Hoiis- 
iain,  do  not  think  that  1  put  mysiilr  to  any 
expenae  to  give  you  this  diversion,  siiicc 
tbrae  are  mv  slave  and  my  cook  and  house- 
keeper-, and  I  hope  you  yill  not  tind  the 
onterlainnient  they  give  us  disagreeable. 

Cog;ia  Houffiain,  who  did  nol  enpect  this 
diversion  afler  supper,  began  to  fear  that 
he  should  not  have  the  opportui^iiy  that  he 
thought  he  had  Ibund  i  out  hoped,  if  he 
mined  it  now,  to  have  it  anotlier  limt^,  by 
keeping  up  a  friendly  correspondence  with 
the  fauier  and  eon ;  Ihcrelbre,  tliough  In- 
could  have  wished  Ali  Daba  would  have 
IH  it  alone,  lie  pretendt'd  to  be  obliged  to 
him  for  it,  and  had  the  coni|>laisaiice  to 
express  a  pleasure  at  what  he  saw  plcaixd 
hia  host. 

Ah  Eoon  as  Abdullu  saw  tluit  Alt  Baba 
and  Cogia  HousEain  had  done  tu! king,  h.c 
begat)  to  |Jay  on  the  tiibor,  uiiU  nr<Mni|Ki- 
nied  it  witli  an  air ;  to  which  Marviiiiia, 
who  was  an  excellent  dancer,  ilanccd  aller 
■uch  a  muiincr,  as  tvould  tiuvo  cniili'd  ad- 
miroiion  in  any  oilier  cuiniNiiiy  but  ih:il 
before  which  bhe  now  exhibittil.  unum; 
whom,  perhapp,  none  but  the  1!iI,-h!  (."oirJii 
Housenin  (vas  in  the  lea>4  nttetilivo  lo  her. 

Atkr  filie  had  danced  wveral  dani'i?* 
with  Ilie  same  propriciy  anil  iitrcn^lli,  kIip 
drew  tlie  |>oniard.  aiici  holding  it  in  hiT 
hand,  dancing  a  dance,  in  whirhfbe  outdid 
benelf,  by  the  many  different  figures  and 
licht  movcmenCE,  ami  tlie  snrpntiiig  leaps 
and  wonderful  exertions,  with  which  ^he 
accompanied  it.  Somclimefl  eho  prt^ented 
the  poniard  to  one'i  breast,  and  soineiitne* 
to  another^  and  olUntiracj  seeming  to 


strike  her  own.  At  last,  aa  if  abe  wh  oat 
of  breath,  she  snatched  the  tabor  fnMn  A»- 
dalla  with  her  U:fi  hand,  and  hddinr  tIM 

dagg-er  in  her  right,  presented  the  other 
side  of  tlie  tabor,  after  the  manner  of  thoae 
who  set  a  livelihood  by  dancing,  and  aoticit 
the  liberulily  of  the  spectators. 

Ali  Baba  put  a  piece  of  gold  into  the  tx- 
bor,  as  did  aim  his  son ;  and  Coi^  Hotw- 
aiin,  seeing  that  she  was  commr  ta  him, 
had  pulled  his  puise  out  of  hii  lioitan  to 
make  her  a  pre^nt ;  but  while  he  was 
putting  his  hand  into  it,  Morgianai,  with  ft 
courage  and  resolution  worthy  of  henelC 
plunged  the  poniard  into  hw  heart. 

All  Baha  and  his  BC>n,  frightened  at  thil 
action,  cried  out  aloud.  Unnappy  wretch ! 
exclaimed  Ali  Baba,  what  have  you  done 


riaiia;  for »« here, iiaiJEhe.(openii. 

nd  ahowine  the  du- 


n  enemy  j-oi 


I,  answered  N_ . . 
ineCofia 
[thedM- 


uz 

ger).wlia  _. 

Look  well  at  him,  and  you  will  find  him  id 
be  both  the  pretended  oil-merchant,  and 
the  captain  of  the  g;in°;  ol^  Ibrty  robben. 
Rt-meJuber,  loo,  that  lie  would  eat  no  talt 
with  you ;  and  what  would  you  have  mora 
to  perf  iiade  ,vo«  oC  his  vvirkcd  desiBn  ?  Be- 
luru  I  niw  hnn.  I  Rn^jiectod  him  as  soon  a* 
vnii  told  rni:  yim  had  i^ucli  u  truest.  I  i«w 
liim.  and  vnn  now  tind  that  my  EUspicioB 

Jiidlcs.*. 

who  immediately  felt  the  new 
i)hlL;atioii  lie  bad  to  Morgiana  for  mving 
hi?  lile  a  wYcmd  time,  enibraeed  her:  Moi^ 
(jiiina,  Kiid  he.  1  giive  i-oii  your  liberty,  and 
then  promi.-uvl  you  that  my  ^nttituile  should 
not  Miiii  there,  but  that  I  tyould  Boon  cotn- 
pletc  it.  The  time  is  coine  tin-  me  ta  gin 
iTiu  a  proof  of  it,  by  making  yua  m» 
<taiiglitcr-in-law.  Then  addreuBing  him- 
Kclf  tohissoii,  hcsnidcohiir,  I  believe  yoa, 
luiiibl  rt  ehdd,  that  you  wit. 


rn-:  not  Km 

Ali  Balwi, 


sec  that  Co; 


#u°K 


ill  sought  yinir  friend 
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loip  with  II  truacheruuH  de^n  to  take  awii^- 
my  Hie ;  and  il'  he  hail  nicceeded^  theie  m 
no  doubt  hut  he  wouKi  h>ivo  f^icrihcoJ  you 
alto  to  his  reveiif^e.  CoiiMdur,  that  by 
marrying  Mo:giunu,  ycu  ninny  the  64.ii>< 
poii  of  my  Ikiuiiy  an.i  yodr  own. 

The  son,  iiir  t'.oui  trhowing  any  di^liife, 
readily  conscntod  to  the  niarnai^e ;  not  only 
because  he  would  i.ot  flwohey  hie  lather, 
but  that  his  iiicliniition  pit)n)pted  him  to  it. 

Alter  thiSf  thev  thougiit  of  burying  the 
captiiin  ol'  tlie  robbers  with  his  comradeR, 
and  did  it  bo  privately,  that  nobody  knew 
any  thing  of  it  till  a  great  many  ycai*s 
alter,  wnen  nrt  any  one  had  any  concern 
in  the  publication  of  this  remarkable  hik-- 
torv. 

A  few  dayci  afterwards,  AH  Bnha  cele- 
brated the  nupiiuUof  hie  tion  and  Morgiana 
with  crtrat  eolenniity  and  a  suinptuouij 
least,  and  the  Ui;ual,dancing  and  bi»ertucle(i; 
and  had  the  Eiitifilaction  to  see  tluit  liii< 
friends  and  neightiours,  whom  lie  invited, 
had  FK)  knowledge  of  the  true  motives  of 
that  marriage ;  but  that  thoi»e  who  weio 
not  unaciiuiiintcd  with  Morgiana^  good 
qualities,  cummendcd  his  generosity  and 
gooiincttti  of  heart. 

All  Baba  toihore,  a  long  time  al^er  thif> 
XDarriatre,  from  going  again  to  the  robbei>' 
cave,  fn)m  the  time  he  biniight  away  Wis 
brother  Cai«<iin  and  >ome  b:igi»  of  gold  on 
three  •'ik.-«v.  Iljr  li*ar  of  finding  theni  tiinc, 
and  lieiiii;  »urpriM;d  by  tht-m.  Ho  kept 
away  after  the  death  uf  the  thirty-seven 
roltbeiv  anil  their  eapt:un.  tiUpiKismg  the 
other  two  lohU'itt.  whom  he  could  get  no 
account  ol',  might  he  alive. 

But  at  the  V ear's  end.  when  he  Ibmid 
they  had  ma  maiie  any  attempt  ti  disturb 
him,  he  liad  the  curiiMity  to  make  another 
journey,  taking  the  necei«:iry  preiraulions 
ibr  his  Kilrty.  Ho  mounted  his  hor»e,  and 
when  hu  rame  to  the  rave,  and  saw  no 
lt)otsie|jtt  of  nurii  or  ho:>L-s,  he  li.X)ktrd  u{)on 
it  as  a  gooil  f>ign.  He  aliirhtedofl'hie  hor^, 
and  tird  him  to  a  trei' ;  and  presetting 
himt>elf  ix'tbie  the  door,  and  pmnouncing 
these  words,  Opvn,  «SV*r/m«.' .'  the  door  open- 
ed. He  went  in.  and  by  tin*  condition  he 
found  things  in,  lie  judged  that  nolMxIy  had 
been  there  since  the  lUU'  Co:ria  Houssain. 
when  he  ti'lched  the  goods  jlir  his  shop,  and 
that  the  gang  of  lint v  n>bhwu?  was  com- 
pletely dt'stioyiNl,  anu  never  tloiibted  he 
was  the  only  |4Tr4)n  in  the  world  who  hail 
the  secret  of  oi^ening  the  cave^  aiid  that 
all  ilio  tii>a^urv  wa>«  soleiv  at  his  disixisal ; 
and  having  brought  witli  him  a  wallet, 
into  which  nr  put  as  much  sold  as  his  horse 
could  rarry,  he  rvturned  to  town. 

Allcrwards  Ali  Bal>a  carried  his  son  to 
the  cave,  taught  him  the  secret,  which 
they  handed  down  to  their  posterity  ;  and 
usinsc  tlieir  good  Ibrtune  with  moderation, 
lived  in  great  honour  and  splendour,  serv- 
ing the  greatest  ofiices  of  the  city. 

2U 


The  SUn-y  </  Ali  Cogia,  a  Mmxhant  qf 

Daf(dad. 

\\\  the  leign  of  the  caliph  Haruun  Alnu- 
chi  J,  tijeie  iivel  at  Biigdad  a  merchant 
whose  i.ainc  wjis  Ali  Cogia,  that  was  nei- 
ther one  of  tiie  richest  nor  the  meanest 
sort.  He  was  a  biichclor,  and  lived  in  the 
house  which  was  his  lather's,  master  ofhii 
own  actions,  content  with  the  profit  he 
made  by  his  trade.  But  happening  to 
dream  a  dream  lor  three  nights  together, 
that  a  venerable  old  man  came  to  hira, 
and.  with  a  seveie  look,  reprimanded  him 
for  not  having  made  a  pilgrimage  to  Mec- 
ca, he  was  verv  much  troubled. 

As  a  good  Mussulman,  he  knew  he  waa 
obiige^i  to  undertake  a  pilcrnma^e  ;  but  as 
he  had  a  house,  shop,  and  g^oous,  he  had 
alwavH  believed  that  they  might  stand  for 
asulBcient  rciu^on  to  excuse  liim,  endea- 
vouring by  his  charity,  and  other  good 
works,  to  atone  lor  that  neglect.  But  alter 
this  dream,  his  conscience  was  so  much 
pricked,  that  the  fear  lest  any  misfortune 
slutuld  oeliil  him,  made  him  resolve  not  to 
deter  it  iuiy  longer ;  and  to  be  able  to  £0 
that  vear,  he  sold  off  his  household  goodie 
his  shop,  and  with  it  the  greatest  part  of 
his  nieirhaihlises,  reser\'ing  only  some, 
which  he  thought  might  turn  to  a  better 
account  at  Mecca:  and  meeting  with  a 
ten; I  lit  for  his  iiouse,  let  that  also. 

TiiiiiiTsbrii:^'  tlinsdispc^^'d.hc  wasreadj 
to  go  wlirii  the  Bai^dad  caiavansetotit  for 
Mc-cca :  the  onlv  thing  he  had  to  do  wait  to 
si'cure  a  sum  of  a  thousand  pieces  of  gold, 
which  would  have  l>een  trouhleifomc  to 
carry  along  with  hi!n,  be^idi*s  the  money  he 
hail  bet  ai>iirt  to  defray  liis  ex^H?nf«s  on  the 
road,  and  for  other  purposes.  To  this  end 
he  made  choice  of  a  jar  of  a  piDportionable 
size,  put  the  thousiirul  pieces  of  gold  into  fit, 
and  covered  them  over  with  olives.  When 
he  had  clot-ed  the  mouth  of  the  jar,  he 
carried  it  to  a  merchant,  a  particular  fncnd 
of  his,  and  said  to  him,  You  know,  brother, 
that  in  a  few  days  I  set  out  with  the  cara- 
van, on  my  pilgrimage  to  Mecca.  I  beg 
the  favour  of  you,  tFiat  you  would  take 
charge  of  a  jar  of  olives,  and  keep  it  for 
me  tnl  I  retnrn.  The  merchant  promised 
him  he  would,  and  in  an  obliging  manner 
siiid.  Here,  take  the  key  of  mv  warchoutt, 
and  set  your  iar  where  you  pfcase.  I  pro- 
mise you  shall  find  it  there  when  you  come 
again. 

On  the  day  the  caravan  was  to  set  out 
All  Cogia  joined  it,  with  a  camel  loaded 
with  what  merchandises  he  thought  fit  to 
carry  along  with  him,  which  served  him  to 
ride  on,  and  arrived  safe  at  Mecca,  where 
he  visited,  along  with  other  pil^nms,  the 
temple  so  much  celebrated  and  frequented 
by  Mussulmcn  of  all  nations  everv  year, 
who  come  from  all  parts  of  the  worldi  and 
obeerve  religioaBly  the  ceremooiei  pre- 
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Kribed  them ;  and  when  he  had  acquitted 
liimself  of  the  diitir^  ot'  his  pil^riniagc,  he 
exix)se:l  the  mcichiiniiisi^  he  had  brouglit 
with  him,  to  sell  or  exchange  them. 

Two  mercliants  ))iia3in^  by,  and  seeing 
All  Cogiu'tf  jsroods,  thought  them  so  fine  and 
choice,  that  thev  stopped  some  time  to  look 
at  them,  though  they  had  no  occasion  tor 
them  \  and  when  they  had  eatlHficd  their 
curiosity,  one  of  them  Kiid  to  the  other,  as 
t  ey  i^'ere  goin^  away,  If  this  merrhanl 
knew  to  what  profit  these  goods  would  turn 
at  Cairo,  he  would  carry  them  thither,  and 
not  pcll  them  here,  though  this  is  a  good 
mart. 

Ali  (^ogia  heard  these  words :  and  as  he 
had  often  heard  talk  of  Uic  nciiutics  of 
Eg>Tti  he  vma  resolved  to  take  the  oppor- 
tunity of  seeing  themj  and  taking  a  journey 
thither.  Tlierefbre,  after  having  packed 
up  his  ^oods  again,  instead  of  returning  to 
Bagdad,  he  set  out  tor  E»ypt,  with  the 
caravan  of  Cairo;  and  when  ho  came 
thither,  lie  found  his  account  in  his  journey, 
and  in  a  few  davB  sold  all  his  ^oods  to  a 
ffreatcr  advantage  than  ho  noped  for. 
With  the  money  he  bought  otliew,  with  an 
intent  to  go  to  Damascus;  and  while  he 
waited  for  the  opportunity  of  a  caravan, 
which  was  to  set  (orward  in  six  week',  he 
saw  all  the  rarities  at  Cairo,  as  also  the 
pyramids;  and  sailing  up  the  Nile,  viewed 
the  iamous  towns  on  each  side  of  that 
river. 

As  the  Damascus  caravans  took  Jeru- 
salem in  their  way,  our  Ba^da-J  merchant 
had  the  opportunity  of  visitmg  the  temple, 
look^  upon  by  all  the  Mussulinen  to  be 
the  most  noly,  after  that  of  Mecca,  whence 
this  citv  takes  its  name  of  Noble  Holiness. 

Ali  Cogia  found  Damascus  so  delicious  a 
place,  aw)undiiig  with  fine  meads,  plea- 
santljr  watered,  and  delightful  gardens, 
that  it  exceeded  the  descriptions  given  of 
it  in  history.  Here  he  made  a  long  abode, 
but,  nevertheless,  had  not  forgot  lus  native 
Bagdad :  ibr  which  place  he  set  out,  and 
arrived  at  Alepuo,  where  he  made  some 
Btay :  and  from  tlicnce,  ailer  having  passed 
the  Euphrates,  he  bent  his  course  to  Mous- 
0oul,  witli  an  intcntk>n,  in  his  return,  to 
come  by  a  shorter  way  down  the  Tigris. 

When  Ali  Cogia  came  to  Moussoul,  the 
Persian  merchants,  witli  whom  he  travelled 
from  Aleppo,  and  with  whom  he  had  con- 
tracted a  great  friend.ship.  had  ^ot  fo  great 
an  ascendant  over  him  by  their  civilities 
and  agreeable  conversation,  that  thev 
easily  persuaded  him  not  to  leave  them  till 
they  came  to  Schiraz.  from  whence  he 
might  easily  return  to  Bagdad  with  a  con- 
nderable  profit.  They  led  him  through 
the  towns  of  Sultania,  Rei,  Coam.  Cas- 
chan,  Ispahan,  and  from  thence  to  Schiraz ; 
from  whence  he  liad  the  complaisance  to 
bear  them  com^Emv  to  India,  and  so  came 
back  aeain  with  them  to  Schiraz;  inso- 
much that,  including  the  stay  he  made  in 


every  town,  he  wm  seven  yetira  atem 
from  Bagdad,  whither  he  then  resolved  to 
return. 

All  this  time  his  friend,  with  whom  he 
had  lefl  his  jar  of  olives,  neither  thou^rht  of 
him  nor  them ;  but  just  at  the  time  wfien 
he  WELB  on  the  road  with  a  caravan  Irom 
Schiraz,  one  evening,  when  this  merchant 
was  supiung  at  home  with  h'»  tamilv.  the 
discourse  happening  to  fall  U|x>n  oliven,  hin 
wile  was  desirous  to  cat  sonie.  saving.  >he 
had  not  tasted  any  for  a  long  while.  Now 
you  8|)eak  of  olives^  said  the  merchant,  ynu 
put  me  in  mind  ol  ajar,  which  Ali  Cogia 
left  with  me  seven  years  ago.  when  ne 
went  to  Mecca ;  and  put  it  himself  in  my 
warehoikH;,  lor  me  to  keep  l()r  him  agaiiM 
he  returned.  What  is  become  ot'him  I 
know  not ;  though,  when  the  caravan 
came  back,  they  tola  mc  he  was  gone  for 
Esrvpt.  Certainly  he  must  be  dead,  since 
he  has  not  returned  in  all  this  time;  and 
we  may  eat  the  olives  i£  thev  prove  eood. 
Give  me  a  plate  and  a  candle,  and  f  will 
go  and  fetch  some  of  them,  and  we  will 
taste  them. 

For  God's  sake,  husband,  said  the  wife, 
do  not  commit  so  base  an  action:  vou 
know  that  nothing  is  more  sacred  than 
what  is  committed  to  one's  care  and  trust. 
You  rtay  Ali  Cogia  has  l>een  gone  to  Mec- 
ca, and  M  not  returned ;  but  yon  have  been 
told  that  he  is  gone  into  Egypt ;  and  how 
do  you  know  but  he  may  be  gone  farther  ? 
As  you  have  no  news  of  hiscieath,  he  may 
return  to-morrow,  tor  any  thinz  jrou  can 
tell ;  and  what  a  diiigrace  would  it  be  to 
you  and  your  famil)^,  if  he  shouKl  come, 
and  you  not  restore  him  his  iarinthe  mme 
condition  he  left  it !  I  declare  I  have  no 
desire  o['  the  olives,  and  will  not  taste  of 
them :  for  when  I  mentk)ned  them,  it  was 
only  by  way  of  discourse ;  besides,  do  vou 
think  that  they  can  be  gooil,  at>er  they 
have  been  kept  so  lon«r '?  They  must  be 
all  mouldy,  and  spoiled ;  and  if  Ali  Co?ia 
should  return,  as  I  have  a  strong  persua- 
sion he  will,  and  should  find  they  have 
been  openotl,  what  will  he  think  of  your 
honour  ?    I  beg  of  >'ou  to  let  them  alone. 

The  wife  hiul  not  argueit  so  long  with 
her  husband,  but  that  she  read  his  obistina- 
cy  in  his  face.  In  short,  he  never  regarded 
what  she  said,  but  got  up,  took  a  candle 
aiul  a  plate,  and  went  into  the  warehouse. 
Well,  husband,  said  the  wife  ncain,  re- 
member I  have  no  hand  in  this  Du^ineai^ 
and  that  ^'ou  cannot  lay  any  thing  to  my 
charge,  it  }'ou  should  liuvc  cause  to  repent 
of  this  action. 

The  nierchantV  ears  were  deaf  to  ihe« 
remonstrances  of  his  wife,  and  he  permsttHi 
in  his  design.  When  he  came  into  the 
warehouse,  he  opened  the  jar,  and  found 
the  olives  all  mouldy;  but  to  sec  if  they 
\vere  all  so  to  the  bottom,  he  turned  some 
of  them  upon  the  plate,  and  bv  diakins 
the  jar,  some  of  the  gold  tumbled  out. 
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At  the  nght  of  ihe  froI3.  the  mcnihant, 
who  WBB  nalurully  covetous,  looked  into 
the  jnr,  and  perceived  itiat  lie  hail  ihaken 
out  aInioM  all  the  olives,  and  what  remain- 
ed was  fine  ^lU  coin.  Ho  immediately 
put  Ilie  olives  into  Ihe  jar  again,  covc~'  ** 

up,  and  returned  to  hia  wire,    liuleed, 

mju  he;  yoa  was  in  the  li^ht  to  say  thut 
the  olives  were  all  mould>'  [  lor  1  tbund  it 
so,  and  have  made  up  the  jar  jwt  as  Ali 
Co^ia  left  it ;  so  thai  he  will  not  perceive 
that  they  have  been  touched,  if  he  should 
return.  You  had  better  have  taken  my 
advice,  nid  the  wife,  and  not  meddled 
with  them.  Ood  grant  do  mischief  comes 
of' it! 

The  merchant  was  not  more  adected 
with  hii  wile's  last  words  than  he  had  been 
bf  her  fornier,  but  spent  almost  the  whole 
night  in  rhinkuw  how  he  might  appropriate 
An  Cogia'igold  lo  his  own  use,  and  keen 
in  of  it,  in  case  Ali  CogiA  should 


i«liouHe,hcali£hi- 

,., ^  _3  Blay  there  I  ill  lie 

had  signified  hie  arrival  to  hie  tenant,  and 
hebaiTprovidedhinweU'witJianotherlKHise, 

The  next  morning,  Ali  Cogiaweiit  topay 
a  visit  to  the  mercbnnt  his  Triend,  who  le- 
oeived  him  in  the  most  obliging  manner 
imaginable .  and  cxpreseed  a  great  deal  of 
}t>y  at  his  return,  alter  so  many  years  ab- 
sence; telling  him  that  he  had  begun  to 
loH.'  nil  liopes  oT  ever  seeing  him  again. 

Alter  tne  usual  eompliments  on  both 
■des  on  such  a  meeting,  Ali  Cogia  dMired 
the  menbaot  (o  ntumnim  thejarcf  olivea 
which  be  had  left  with  him,  ud  to  cseaM 


return  anil  a^  him  for  the  jar.  The  next 
morning,  he  went  and  bought  some  olives 
of  that  year,  look  out  the  old  and  the  gold, 
and  Riled  the  jar  with  llio  new,  covereil  it 
up,  aiul  put  it  in  tlie  nniu  place  where  Ali 
Otwia  lel\  it. 

About  a  month  after  the  morchiint  had 

commilted  so  base  nn  action,  Ibr  which  he 

was  to  pAy  dear.  Ali  Cogia  arrived  nl  Diig- 

dad  J  andashenadletni^tiouHe,  hcali^l 

a  khan,  chooi^ing  to  slay  there  lill 


My  dear  I'riend,  Ali  Cogia,  replied  the 
merchant,  you  are  to  blame  U>  make  all 
Iht»e  apolQgwsj  your  vessel  has  been  no 
inconvenience  to  me:  on  bucIi  an  occntion 
Isliouldltavemadeas  free  with  you:  [liere, 
lake  the  key  of  mv  warehDu««;  go  ana 
take  it ;  you  will  find  it  in  tbe  same  place 
where  Vou  left  it. 

Ali  Cogia  went  into  the  merchant's  ware- 
house, tcokhisjar,  and  after  having  return* 
ed  him  the  key,  and  thanks  for  tlie  llivour 
he  had  done  him,  returned  with  it  to  lbs 
khan  where  he  lodged ;  and  opening  the 
jar,  and  putting  his  hand  down  as  low  as 
the  pieces  of  gold  lay.  was  very  muc  li  sui^ 
prind  to  find  none.  At  first,  tie  thought  be 
might  perhaps  be  mistaken  (  anil,  to  di*- 
cover  the  truth,  poured  out  all  the  olives 
into  all  his  travelung  kitchen-utensils,  with- 
out so  much  as  finding  one  single  pteceol 


monev.    His  astoi 
that  Ke  Kooil  for 


1  took  to  be  my  good  Irieud,  stioulU  be  guilty 


ately  to  the 
said  he,  be  ; 

back  I 


lerchiint.    My  good  ftieni^ 
t  iHir|>rlMn!  to  see  me  come 


the  same  imt  into  your  maguxincj  but 
with  the  olivM  I  put  a  ihounuid  rjeces  of 
gold  into  it,  which  1  do'iiot  ftnil.    Pcrhupa 


with  iJ 

you  mighl  have  occasion  lor  them,  to 
empk>y  them  in  trade;  if  so,  they  arc  at 
your  service ;  only  put  me  out  of  my  paiu, 
and  give  me  on  acknowledgment,  a'tor 
whicn  you  may  paj'  me  again  at  your  own 


Tiie  merchant,  who  expected  that  Ali    ^ 
Cogia  would  ooqM  with  wch  a  complaint, 
bM  medituad  u  eniwer.     Friend  Ah 
~    '  wbw  jrea  bitwcht  your  jar 
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of  olives  to  me,  did  I  touch  it?  did  not  I 
e^ive  you  the  kevofmy  warehouse?  did 
lioi  you  carry  it  there  yourself,  and  did  not 
you  find  it  in  the  same  place,  covp.rert  in 
tlie  same  manner  a^;  when  yon  lelt  it  ?  And 
if  3'ou  put  ^Id  in  it,  >'ou  i^huuld  have  found 
it  a^ain.  You  tola  me  iliat  tliey  were 
oiivea,  and  I  believed  it  This  is  alll  know 
of  the  matter :  you  may  believe  me,  if  you 
pleai>e :  but  1  never  touched  them. 

All  Co«;ia  maile  use  of  all  the  mild  ways 
he  could  think  of  to  obIig;e  the  merchant  to 
do  him  ri<(ht.  I  love  peace  and  quietness, 
said  he  to  him,  and  shall  be  very  florr>r  to 
come  to  those  extremities  which  will  brini; 
the  greatest  disgrace  upon  you:  consider 
thai  merchants,  as  we  are,ouj;httoabiiMdnn 
all  inierecit  to  preserve  ajgood  reputation. 
Once  again  I  tell  you,  I  should  be  verv 
much  concerned  if^  your  obstinacy  shall 
oblige  me  to  force  you  to  do  me  justice  -,  for 
I  would  rather  almost  lose  what  is  my  right 
than  linvc  rccourso  to  law. 

Ali  Cogia,  replied  the  merchant,  you 
agree  that  you  left  a  jar  of  olives  with  me ; 
and  now  you  have  taken  it  away,  you  come 
and  ask  me  lor  a  thousand  pieces  of  goKi. 
Did  you  ever  tell  me  that  such  a  sum  was 
in  the  jar  ?  I  did  not  even  know  that  they 
were  olives,  for  you  never  showed  them  to 
me.  I  wonder  you  do  not  Jis  well  ask  me 
for  diamonds  and  pearls  instead  of  golil ; 
hr^one  about  >'our  business,  and  do  not 
raise  a  mob  about  my  shop :  lor  some  per- 
sons Ir.ul  already  stopped.  Thtjf?e  las^t 
words  were  pronounuea  in  so  trreal  heat 
and  passion,  as  not  only  made  those  who 
8too,l  about  the  shop  already  stay  longer, 
and  created  a  great  mob,  but  the  neigh- 
bourini?  merchants  came  out  ol*  their  shop:* 
to  see  what  was  the  dispute  l>etwecn  Ali 
Cogia  and  the  merchant,  and  enrleavonr 
to  reconcile  them ;  and  when  Ali  0)gia 
harl  informed  them  of  his  grievance,  they 
askel  the  merchint  what  he  h.id  to f^ay. 

The  merchant  owned  that  he  hail  kept 
the  jar  lor  Ali  Cogia  in  his  warehouse,  hut 
denied  that  ever  he  meddled  wirh  it;  and 
fwore  that  he  knew  it  was  full  ofolivo^ 
only  bepauie  Ali  Cogia  told  him  so,  and 
bid  them  all  bear  witne-a  of  the  insult  and 
atfiont  oflcre  1  him.  You  bring  it  upon 
yourself,  siiid  Ali  Cogia,  taking  him  by  the 
arm ;  hut  since  you  use  me  so  barely,  I  cite 
you  to  the  law  of  Gotl ;  let  us  see  whoiher 
you  will  have  the  assurancetosay  the  same 
thin^  before  the  cady. 

The  merchant  could  not  refise  this  sum- 
mons, which  every  good  M  issuiman  is 
Hound  to  o'>serve,  or  be  declared  a  rebel 
Rg.iinst  religion ;  but  said,  With  all  my 
heart ;  we  shall  soon  see  who  is  in  the 


wn)iig. 


Ali  Co^ia  carried  the  merchant  holbi-e 
the  cady,  belbre  whom  he  accu-ied  him  of 
cheating  him  of  a  thousand  pieces  of  gold, 
which  ha  had  left  with  him.  The  oady 
lislied  him  if  he  had  any  witnesses ;  to 


which  he  replied,  that  he  had  not  taken 
that  precaution,  because  he  believed  the 
{)erBon  he  trusted  his  money  with  to  be  his 
friend,  and  always  took  him  tor  an  honert 
man. 

The  merchant  made  the  same  defence 
he  had  done  befiire  the  merchants  his 
neighbours,  oflcring  to  nudce  oath  that  he 
never  had  the  money  he  Wcis  accu:«J  of, 
and  that  he  did  not  so  much  as  know  there 
was  such  a  sum ;  upon  which  the  Ciul  v  took 
his  oatli,  and  dismi&^d  him  acfiuittea. 

Ali  Cogia,  extremely  mortified  to  find 
that  he  mu^t  sit  down  with  so  conKiderable 
a  lo&i,  proti^teil  against  the  sentence,  de- 
claring to  the  cady  that  he  would  appeal  to 
the  caliph  Hiuoun  Alnij:chid,  who  would 
do  him  justice ;  which  protestation  the  cady 
only  lookcil  upon  as  the  efiect  of  the  com- 
mon resentment  of  all  thof^e  who  lose  tiieir 
ani^c,  and  thought  he  fiad  done  his  duty 
in  acquitting  a  |ierson  who  had  been  accus 
ed  without  witne.«es. 

While  the  merchant  returned  home, 
triumphing  over  Ali  Cosria,  and  overjoyed 
at  his  good  fortune,  Ali  Cogia  went  and 
drew  up  a  petition ;  and  the  next  tlay,  ob- 
servinaf  the  lime  when  the  caliph  came 
from  noon  prayers,  he  placed  himf^lf  in  the 
street  hv.  was  to  pass  through,  a.'-d  holding 
out  his  hand  with  the  ixMition,  an  officer 
appointed  for  that  pur|)Ori<*,  who  al wax's 
goes  belbre  tlie  caliph,  came  and  took  it  to 
present  it. 

As  Ali  Cogia  knew  that  it  wa.*  the  ca- 
liph's rusloni'  to  roJid  the  ptvition?  at  hii 
return  t«>  tlu^  |)iil;KM».  lu>  went  inio  the  court, 
and  waited  till  the  otli'HT  wfio  h:id  taken 
the  i>otition  read  it,  and  rnme  out  nf  the 
caliph^!"  apartment,  who  ml. 1  him  th:iii.he 
caliph  had  apix^intPil  an  hour  to  hp^r  him 
next  day  ;  and  liion  nnkiny-  him  wiiere  the 
merchant  Vivtn],  he  sent  to  ni»tity  him  to 
attend  at  the  samo  timo. 

That  jsamrevoninsr.the  caliph,  the  g^and 
vizier  Gialiir,  and  Mt|srovir.  the  rhiei'oflhe 
eunuchs,  went  all  di!=2n:-aeil  through  the 
tnwn,  a?  I  have  already  told  your  rnajesir 
it  wa^  hi.s  cu>tnni  orca.-io.ially  m  do :  and. 
parsing  thronirh  a  strr«*t.  the  raliph  hoarJ 
a  noise,  and  mending  hi^  pa-***,  Ijp  cam?  to 
a  irate,  which  led  into  a  liii  !e  '-nnrt :  ihi-o-.igh 
a  hoje  he  pen^'ivod  t^n  or  iwclvr  children 
plaving  hv  mnon.'iirhl. 

The  raliph.  who  was  curious  to  know  ni 
what  play  the  children  playpd.  si*,  down 
upon  a  stone  bench  iu5l  by  ;  an  I.  k!'M  IoojI- 
ing  through  the  hofe,  he  heard  .^.le  of  ti^« 
hris'test  and  liveliest  ol*  the  «'hil  trcn  nf 
Ler  us  play  at  the  cady.  I  will  be  the  ca !«-, 
bring  Ali  Cojia  and  the  mechtnt  irba 
ch^v-ite  I  him  of  the  thousand  piece* of  f>i 
beJbre  me. 

These  words  of  the  child  put  thr*  ri'ph 
in  mind  of  the  jwtition  Ali  Cogi:i  liat)  ^ivw 
him  that  day,  and  made  him  re  ioubie  his 
attention  to  see  the  imie  of  the  rn'al. 

As  the  affiiir  of  Ali  Cogia  an.i  the  mer- 
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chant  made  a  groat  noioe  in  Baispdad,  it  had 
DOl  escaped  the  children,  who  ull  ucceptett 
the  proposition  with  joy.  iind  agreed  on  the 
part  each  was  to  act :  not  one  ul*  ihcm  re- 
fused him  tliat  made  the  proixusiil  to  bo 
Cd'i/ ;  and  when  ho  had  uiken  his  i«at, 
which  he  (lid  with  all  tlio  Heeming:  $;nivjty 
of  a  ciuly,  U[iuiher,  iw  an  ulUcer  of  the 
court,  presented  two  lH:(()re  him,  one  as 
Ali  Co^na,  and  the  other  :ie  the  nicrchaitt 
against  whom  ho  cnmpluined. 

Then  the  pa'tendud  cadv,  dircotino^  liis 
disfouiw  to  the  ti'ijrueil  Afi  Cogia,  itski'd 
him  what  he  had  to  lay  to  that  niurchant^s 
charge. 

Ah  Co^ia,  aller  a  low  b<iw,  iniurmeil  the 
joun*;  catly  of  the  fact,  and  rt.'lated  every 
particular,  and  atlerwartls  heir^^iul  that  \w 
would  n.^e  his  autiiority,  th;i_t  lie  niii^ht  nut 
loii>e  po  consideralile  a  Finn  ol'  nioiiey. 

Then  the  iMirne  1  raily,  tuniin;^  about  to 
the  merchant,  asked  liini  why  he  uiti  not  re- 
turn the  money  which  Ali  Cu^iademandeil 
of  him. 

The  felgiie  I  meirliant  alle;.red  the  Kinie 
reasons  ivs  the  real  mrrcliani  had  done 
before  the  early  hint-^lf.  and  nlH^red  to 
confirm  by  oath  that  what  ho  had  said  was 
truth. 

Not  90  fast,  rrph>d  the  prr tended  cadv  ; 
belbre  you  como  to  yoiiro:irh,  1  shouM  be 
glad  to  see  tin*  j:ir  o!' olivfs.  Ali  Coiria. ' 
eaid  he,  addre.^-iiiii;  himself  to  tlu*  lad  who 
acted  tiiat  pan.  have  you  broiii;}ittlie  jar  ? 
No,  n»i>l{ed  he.  'I'hon  irit  imd  ibtch  ii  iin- 
mi'<liatcly,  said  the  oliicr. 

The  pr«rten<Ieil  Ali  CoL^a  went  immedi- 
ately, and  reiuriiinir  as  f^xr.\,  feii^ned  Ut  ^vt 
a  jar  U^fore  llic  r.ady.  tidliiiic  him  that  it 
was  the  h-ame  ho  letl  with  the  acTa^etl 
perwn,  and  took  away  as^ain.  But,  to  omit 
no  part  of  the  tdrmalit  v.  tho  supposed  cady 
asked  the  nieirhaiit  ft' it  was  the  Fame; 
and  a?  bv  hi:»  hilrucc  he  Feemcii  not  to  deny 
jt,  he  ordered  it  tn  hi*  (liKued.  lie  that  re- 
presented Ali  Ciff.a  ^OL•mc:d  to  take  olF  Uie 
cover,  a'ld  tin*,  pieiefided  cady  madi'  as  if 
he  Ii>oked  into  it.  They  are  (ine  olivtv, 
Eaid  he;  let  me  taste  of  them;  and  then 
pretending  to  e:il  of  tliiim,  added,  They 
are  excellent ;  hut.  c^tnlinuiNl  he.  I  cann<>t 
think  ihatolivci  will  kcupscyoa  yo.ir--,  and 
bcso^ood:  fcer.'d  lursLimcolivo-mercIiantx, 
an  1  lot  me  hciir  wit;*.:  is  tl.rir  opinion. 
Tncn  two  bay-.  a>  oiiv.vnj'M'irM.N.  pn.'- 
sented  t!iem?««^Ivp5.  Aie  yuu  olivc-mor- 
chanu?  said  tnc  plia-n  cady.  T«dl  mo 
bow  lo:  g  oiivrs  will  l<oep  lo  be  fit  to  eat  ? 

•Sir,  replied  the  two  morriianrit.  let  u^ 
lake  what  care  we  can.  they  will  hardly 
be  woith  any  thin^  fhe  third  yrar:  lor 
then  they  have  neither  taste  nor  colour.  If 
It  be  so,  arwwi^red  the  cady.  lojk  into  that 
jiir,  and  teli  me  how  Inn^  it  if  since  those 
aii\'es  were  put  into  it. 

The  two  merchants  pretended  toejtamine 
and  to  taste  the  ohvea,  and  told  the  cady 
thf  y  werp  new  and  good.    You  arc  min- 

«q1J 


taken,  nid  the  young  cady;  Ali  Ckigw 
says  he  injt  theiu  into  the  jar  seven  yean 
a?o. 

iSir,  replied  the  merchants,  wo  can  as- 
fflire  you  they  are  of  this  year's  growth; 
and  we  will  maintain  there  is  not  a  mer- 
cliant  in  Bagdad  but  will  say  the  same. 

The  leigned  merchant  tliat  was  accused 
would  have  ottjected  a?aiiii?t  tlie  evidence 
of  tlie  olive-merchants:  but  the  feigned 
cady  would  not  mitler  nim.  Hold  ytmr 
tongue,  said  he ;  you  are  a  rogue ;  let  him 
be  hanffetl.  Then  thechilchen  put  an  end 
to  their  ]>lay,  elappin?  their  hands  with 
L^rear  joy,  and  Hixiii;i  the  teigned  criiiiinai 
to  fjirry  him  to  exeeuti*»n. 

Words  Ciiniiot  expre:^  how  much  the  ca- 
liph Hiiroun  Alr:i.<:c.hid  admired  thesiiga- 
ciiy  and  hmisi^  of  the  \toy  who  had  rauMni 
sf)  J 11 4  a  MMitence  in  an  atiair  which  was 
to  Ih^  pleaded  before  him  the  next  day.  He 
withdrew,  and  risiii?  oft'  the  bench  he  sat 
on.  he  a>ked  the  gnind  vizier,  who  heard  all 
that  pas.^d.  what  he  thoui^htofit.  Indeed, 
commander  of  the  true  believers,  ans^erea 
the  irnuid  vizier  Giafar.  I  am  surpritsed  to 
timl  so  much  siigacity  in  one  so  young. 

n<  It.  answereci  the  caliph,  do  you  know 
one  thing  ?  lam  to  pronounce  sentence  in 
this  very  cause  to-morn)w;  the  true  Ali 
Coiria  i»resenled  his  |>elition  to  me  tonlay; 
;uid  <lo  ynu  think,  rontiimcil  he,  that  I  can 
L''ivc  :i  hi'tter  r^i-ntcMice  i  I  think  not,  an* 
swci-ed  the  vizier,  if  the  ca«!e  in  a?  the  chil- 
ilrt*n  n'presenn*.!  it.  Take  notice  then  ot 
this  house.  f-;iid  the  caltph.  and  bring  the 
boy  to  me  tn-niornnv.  that  he  may  try  this 
cnn^e  in  niv  presence:  and  aim  order  the 
cady,  whoaci|uiited  the  nisrui»ili  merchant, 
n)  attend,  to  learn  his  duty  frtHn  a  child. 
Take  care  likewise  to  hid  Ali  Cogia  bring 
hii:  jar  ot*  ulivej  with  him.  and  let  twoolive 
meivhantt)  be  pre.^Mit.  Alter  thi?  char^, 
he  pursued  his  rounds,  without  meeting 
with  any  thing  el.^  worth  hiH  attention. 
The  next  dav  the  vizier  went  to  the  house 
where  the  caliph  had  b(H*n  witness  of  the 
oiiiidreiTs  play,  and  asked  f()rthe  miiKter  <rf 
:t ;  but  he  iHMne*  stSnKid,  his  wife  came  to 
IniM.  lie  a«ked  Iter.  ift$he  had  any  chil- 
li: vn.  To  which  she  answered,  nhe  liad 
ihrre.  and  called  them.  My  L>mve  boys, 
<!.iiil  tlie  vizier,  which  of  you  wiis  the  cady 
'\i  ':i  you  played  tni'i'tlier  la<t  night?  The 
•Mdf'^t  made  answer  he  Wiw ;  hut  mt  know- 
iPii;  why  he  askei  the  question,  coloured. 
Co.Tie  010117  with  me,  my  lad,  said  the 
^ra:)d  vizier,  the  commander  of  the  faithful 
wants  toser  mi. 

Tiie  mother  was  in  a  great  fright  when 
she  saw  the  grand  vizier  would  take  her 
<4)n  with  him,  and  asked  him  upon  what 
account  the  c:diph  wanted  him.  The 
«^mnd  vizier  encouraged  her,  and  promised 
hi;r  that  he  should  return  again  in  lesi  than 
an  hoar's  time^  when  the  «hould  know  it 
from  himself.  It  it  be  so,  sir,  eaid  the  mother 
give  me  leave  to  dnm  him  first,  .^at  he 
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may  be  fit  to  appear  belbretheranimiuider 
of  the  raithrul;  which  the  vizier  rcudil/ 
eomplicd  with. 

Aaaoon  as  the  child  ivn»  <] reived,  the  vi- 
xier  carried  him  nwiiy  ami  iiresetitGil  him 
|0  the  caliph  Bt  the  time  he  nail  appointe^l 
to  hear  All  Cogia  and  the  metchuiit. 

The  caliph,  who  kw  that  tlie  boy  wiie 
dashed,  to  encourage  him,  raiil,  Cuine  ui 
nt,  child,  and  tell  me  il'it  wiw  voii  that  do- 
terminei]  the  atiiiir  betweun  Ali  Caain  and 
the  nwrchant  Ibot  chealeil  liim  of  ni«  i»o- 
M*  7  Inwandheardyou,  iind  am  verv 
well  |ilea»ed  with  you.  The  bay  aiiawerf  il 
modeatly  that  it  whs  he.  Welt,  luy  ncm. 
nplied  the  caliph,  come  and  wt  (lowti  by 
me,  and  you  sliall  see  the  inie  Ali  Cogiu, 
and  the  true  merchant. 

Then  the  caliiih  look  lilm  by  the  lianii, 
ftnd  set  him  on  tite  throne  bv  liini,  ami  auk- 
«d  Ibr  the  two  [xirtiea.  When  they  werr 
called,  ihey  came  and  pnMraleil  theiii* 
Klveabefare  the  throne,  bowing  their  hcailit 
""""0  down  to  tlic  carpet  that  covered  ii. 
jrwanid  the  eahph  mid  tolhem,  Plearl 
h  of  you  your  GHUW8  before  thiichiJd, 
WHO  will  hear  anil  do  you  iuslice ;  and  if 
be  should  be  at  a  las,  I  will  rectily  it. 

Ali  Cogia  and  the  merchant  pleaded  oiio 
after  the  other;  but  when  the  nierchant 

Sropoaed  his  oiith  oa  bcliire,  the  child  wid, 
1  is  too  aoon  ;  it  ia  proper  that  we  •houkl 
itte  the  jar  ol'  olives. 

At  these  word*,  Ali  Cceia  preoented  the 
jar,  plared  itiitthcCaliph'B  feet,  and  open- 
ed it  The  call] ih  looked  upiiii  the  ohvo, 
nnd  took  one  and  tasted  it.  Afurwardx  Hit' 
merchants  were  callei),  wlio  examined  the 
olivep,  and  reported  that  they  were  good 
and  of  that  rear.  Theboytoldthemth.it 
Ali  Cogia  athrnied  tliat  it  war  seven  year.. 
since  M  put  them  up;  and  ihey  returned 
the  «ame  answer  ad  ihe  children,  who  re- 
presented tliein  the  nifrhi  before. 

Though  tlie  merchant  who  wax  accuecwl 
•aw  plainly  thut  theae  merchant;;'  opinkxis 
would  condemn  him,  yet  he  would  eav 
wniethins  in  his  ownjuitificauon.  But  llie 
child,  instead  oforderirK  him  to  be  lianged, 
looked  at  Ihe  caliph,  and  raid,  Commaiuli?r 
ol'thelaithful.  IhiH  k  no  jeatine  matter ;  it  ii 
your  mojttly  that  muM  cor  id  em  n  him  lo 
death,  ami  wot  me,  though  1  did  it  yesterday 
in  play. 

Tlie  caliph,  fully  latistied  of  the  mer- 
chant's yilbiny,  delivered  him  into  the 
hands  of  the  minipiersol'jiiEtice  to  be  hand- 
ed. This  sentence  was  executed  upon  him 
after  he  had  confesaed  where  he  nod  hid 


The  NevroD2,''orthenewda^,whiehB 
the  tint  of  the  year  atid  sprinf;,  >  obarmil 
as  an  ancient  anil  poleinn  feast  throuehom 
all  Pei-^ia,  which  has  been  continueJ  from 
the  time  of  idolatry ;  and  out  prafihet's  re- 
ligion, pure  as  it  id.  and  true  as  we  hoM  it, 
hna  not  been  able  to  abolish  that  heathen- 
isli  ciiiitom,  and  the  superAitiom  eemno- 
nieii  which  are  observed,  not  only  in  the 
great  citiai,  but  celebrateil  with  exlraordi- 
nar/  rejoicings  in  every  hltle  town.  Tillage 
and  hamlet. 

But  the  rejoicingB  are  the  mort  extraor- 
dinary HI  the  court,  ibr  ihe  variety  of  new 
and  surprising  sis'hts,  insomuch  that  stnui- 
fters  ure  iiivitcif  troin  the  neighbourioe 
Halw,  and  the  moat  remote  parts,  by  re- 
wards and  libemllty  of  the  king  towanb 
lli(k«  who  are  the  moat  escelleat  in  their 
invention  and  contrivance.  In  short,  no- 
thin?  in  tlic  rest  of  the  world  can  eome  nigh 
them  in  mn^nificcnce. 

Oneoftliiw:  leapt  days,  after  the  nwain- 
$reniou(i  tirtiiitfi  of  tlie  country  had  repaired 
to  Srhimz,  where  the  court  then  rinded, 
and  hail  entertained  the  king  and  all  the 
court  with  their  si'^hls,  and  had  been  boun- 
tifully and  iii>erBlly  rewarded  according  to 
their  merit  and  to  their  satislfietMn  by  the 


throne  with  an  Artificial  horse,  rietdj  hvidled 
and  saddled.  aiKl  eo  well  motfe,  that  at  fini 
ui^ht  he  looked  like  a  living  horw. 

The  Indian  prostrated  himself  before  the 
throne,  mid  pointin;r  in  the  honse,  said  to  the 
kin^,  Thou°;li,  sir,  I  pmvnt  myself  Uie  lad 
betbre  >'our  mnjesty,  yet  I  caii  oaur 


...   it  juiil  and  eyuitable,  turning  to  the 
dv.  bid  him  learn  uf  that  child  to  aoji. 
hlmKelf  more  e.iactly  of  his  duly ;  and  er 
bracing  the  bov,  sent  him  home  with  _ 

Krae  of  B  hundred  pieces  o(  gold,  aa  a  to- 
n  of  hb  liberality. 


your  mnjeety  will  be  pleased  to  east  your 
e>-es.  I  see  nothing  more  in  the  hone,  aid 
the  kins',  but  the  natural  rceeinblBnee  the 
workmun  has  glvAi  liim,  which  the  skill  ol 
another  workman  may  do  aawellor  better. 

Sir,  replied  the  Indian,  it  is  doc  lor  his 
outward  Ibrm  and  appearance  that  I  re- 
commend my  horse  to  your  majesty's  txt- 
mination  ns  wonderful,  but  the  use  I  know 
how  to  make  of  him,  and  what  any  other 
lierton,  when  I  havccomnmnicatedihe K- 
cret  to  him,  may  do  an  well.  Whenever  1 
mount  him,  be  it  where  it  will,  if  I  wiJi  u 

*  "  NcTTinii,"  or  the  New  Day,  is  thr  nual 
which  Ihe  sndrnl  Peissni  give  to  thr  fiM  ilii 
of  Ihniypsr,  which  wu  kIxi.  GiuiKhid.ki^ 
of  the  tirrt  dyuuty  of  the  MKbdadion^  in»- 
tuted  Ihc  KJcnuiitv  of  llic  Neviaui,  wbich  ii 
■till  a'k-bruted  by  ibc  Persiuu,  thoucfa  thntir 
MahomcUiu,  uid  conan|ueDtly  oblifnl  la  bn 
Ihe  Arabwnycar,  whichuluiuir.  t£  fini  in 
WHS  fixed  in  the  vtnul  equinox,  at  Ihe  piai> 
when  ihe  sun  enton  into  tbs  fint  difiM  »l 
Alias.  ThsTs  is  uiotbsr  Nnrou  of  Itas  ^>ni 
)  nal  equinox.— il'ifrricM. 
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tnnqnrt  myaeir  through  the  Kir  tn  the  mm 
diitant  piut  ol'  the  world,  1  cnii  ilo  ti 
in  ■  ver7  «hort  time.  Thw,  nir.  in  tlit  tvon- 
<ler  of  my  home,  a  wnni)«r  wliicli  nobodv 
ever  heard  Hpenk  oli  niHl  whidi  I  otfir  lu 
J»WVo«rinai«ity,  iryoufti[iiiriiii.<(  u:--.' 

Thel[ingorPeA>iu,wlinwi,-  [■..■.h.r.v.,-. 
thing  thai  wMcarioiw,  Hnd.  ;,!>  r  ti, I  n  i 
It;  woaderiiil  things  he  had  .1  u  ir:.!  l.-i 
retl  ta  iee,  hail  never  X'en  ii<:r  lnun!  imt 
thing  that  came  up  to  this,  told  th(!  Imti^n 
that  nothing  but  the  exifcrienccol'whni  lie 
told  ihould  convince  him ;  ami  thiit  withiil 
he  was  ready  to  wic  him  pertbrm  whui  hi: 
ornmiKd. 

The  Indian  preMHtlv put  liis  (call  inir^Uii^ 
•tbrup,  and  mounted  fiia  hor.ie  wiih  :i  ^timi 
Ifal  at  aetivitj ;  aiid  when  hf  li^id  ^ut  tlu- 
Xher  foot  into  tlieBliirup,  nuA  ti^id  tixrvl 
Mmielf  in  the  mddle,  he  nsk'^il  ■h.-'  \,uis  ■■]' 
Persia  where  he  pleajed  to-rn.!  h  m. 

About  three  leaguea  froni  'i- ■■.  .1/  i!,.i' 

large  wjonre  belore  the  puli'i.'  :\-\„-\:-  u,,,- 
king  and  hi«  court,  and  a  g.  ir  i-irmuiji-^ 
ofpcoplethenwere.  Doyou  iirli.it  mnuiv 
lainl  Bnid  the  king,  poiriting  :  1  •h<.:  iilil .  1:11 
loit,  itiinotagreat  wayt;!  I.iii  ii  WCnv 
enough  to  judge  ofthe  haj«  mii  rinmiihi' 
in  going  and  coming.  But  h''i.'.iiiM'  ii  is 
not  pcnble  for  the  eye  tolbllmv  \\,\i  ^iihr. 
for  acertninaign  that  you  hnvi^lii'ii  iIhtc, 
I  expect  tliat  you  will  bring  im'  !l  bniiii-li 
of  a  palm  tree  that  grows  at  the  tviinfn  ol' 
the  hill. 

The  kingof  Per»ia  had  no  scxmer  declar- 
ed hiawill,  but  the  Indian  lumrd  :i  \n-g. 
whichwMintheholkiwoftheliiirwVnci-k, 
jUBt  by  the  ponimelorthefacI'Mcanil  in  nti 
uwtant  the  horee  roieolTtl)<'  '.'r<iii.>ri.  nini 
eamodhii  rider  into  the  aii  '  ,i-  l.-_''iii'in'' 
lOHIch  a  height,  Ihnt  Ihox'  ..in  n.vl  tin- 
tfrongeitaightcauld  not  disC' jii  iiiiri  i.ulu' 
""' '^-ti  ol'  the  king  ood  :i'A  lUa  ^iietlii- 


•  duucn*!  Squirr'i  Tile,  Ihe  poem  bj  which 
Millon  dcaeiibM  uid  characleriK*  him,  ii  rouml' 
HtoQlhiaulientura.  The  iiuglnaUoii  of  ibig 
Monr  coiuiiti  in  Araliin  fiction,  cneiiiird  on 
Gothic  chivilry.  Nor  ii  Ibii  Aratii^n  firi^n 
pufclj  Ihe  Iport  of  iibilmy  btn.  v  ;  it  U,  in  :, 

CQMMurr,  bunM  on  Arjb^n  Ifaming. 
ida  of  «.hone  of  bnji  louk  ila  ii>r  (nm 
the  ntechanJc*]  knowledge  uf  lh<<  AralHini,  uJ 
Ibor  ciprrimeDU  in  mculii.  Ttu?  ldcu  of  »■ 
DanML  Lordnle,  and  Gower,  wtu>  Jiiil  in  An 
tun  iileu,  &Kribe  the  Trojan  how  10  W  luidi- 
of  btut.— tflarfan'iKut.  ofEiuiluh  Pxtrv. 
wLLp.398— «W. 

Chaucer  bw  bwrownl  only  ibe  deioiptian 
tt  the  hoTM  uid  tiw  tw«  pin*,  ttie  uMndinn 
MM  in  ha  MT,  and  the  lua  to  be  oiwle  of  bim. 
That  Chaucar  nam  finitbad  Uw  Bary  m  more 
than  probablo,  rrom  Mihoa'a  ■pacing  of  i)  aa 
•MiuUoU,-  which  4em  art  efiiilr  to  k>sa  tUm 


ton.  Within  Ie«e  than  a  miarier  of  an  honr 
theyniw  himnme  again  with  the  palls 
breiicli  in  his  hand  ;  bill  belbre  he  cams 

Joite  down,  he  took  two  or  three  turn*  in 
ie  uir  over  the  «pot,  amid  the  acclams- 
tiona  ol'all  the  people,  then  deecendedupoa 
the  same  Mpot  ol'ground  whencehetetoff, 
I  without  receiving  the  lrn«  shock  thnn  Ihe 
home  todiaorilerniiii.  He  diumounted,  and 
'  going  up  to  the  thront-,  prostrated  himaeU 
I  iind  laicf  the  bmnchot'the  patm-tree  at  (h« 
I  ktii^H  leet. 

The  hingorPeraia,  who  vnr  an  eye-wil- 
no*,  wllh  noli-spiidmirntion  thnnaMonirfi- 
rneni  ol'  ttiia  uiihennl-oC  xight,  which  the 
Indian  hiul  c:iliitiited,  conceived  a  grnt 
desire  to  have  the  horw;  and  as  he  per- 
Riinderl  hiniM*!!'  thut  he  should  not  And  it  a 
difficult  mailer  to  Intiit  with  Ihe  Indian 
aboMt  liim,  lijr  whate^'er  mm  of  money  h« 
HhcmM  value  him  at,  he  hfriui  lo  Inok  upon 
him  B«  the  iimsi  valuable  ming  in  his  trea. 
sun-.  To jud'.'eot'thy  horseby  hidwilward 
BppprtrHnce,  «\id  he  io  the  Indian,  I  did  not 
think  him  so  much  worth  my  coondcmtioa. 
As  i-ou  showed  me  hia  merits,  I  am  obliged 
to  you  lor  undeceiving  rae^  and  to  rfiow 
vou  bow  much  1  esteem  him,  1  will  buy 
him  of  you.  if  he  ia  to  be  sold. 

Sir,  rvplied  the  Indian,  I  never  doubted 
that  your  mnimy,  who  ha:»  the  charafter  of 
the  moK  judicious  prince  on  tntrth,  would 
BCtajuKt  value  on  my  workaAEoon  a*  I  had 
ohown  yrm  on  what  account  he  was  worthjr 
your  uttenlkm.  I  also  Ibremw  that  you 
would  not  only  admire  and  commend  him, 
but  would  deeire  to  have  him.  For  my 
part,  uir.  though  I  know  the  true  value  of 
him,  ami  thnt  my  beins[  marter  nl'  him  will 
render  my  name  immorlul  in  the  world,  jw 
I  am  not  fo  Iwid  of  liim  bul  1  cun  resign 
him,  10  graiily  that  rmhle  putmion  ot'your 
majesty ;  but  in  making  Ihia  decloration,  I 
have  another  to  Ftdd,  without  which  I  can- 
not re«>lv«  to  part  with  him,  and  perhaps 
you  may  not  approve  ol'  iL 

Your  majesty  will  not  he  dii^pleaaed,  eoo- 
tinueti  the  Indian,  if  I  tell  you  ihai  I  did  not 
buy  this  hone,  bul  obtained  him  of  the  in- 
ventor and  maker,  by  giving  him  my  oidji 
daughter  in  marriage,  bjh)  pmmiaing  at  t& 
lame  time  never II)  sell  him;  but,irrpaittd 
with  him,  lo  exchange  him  lor  eometbiflfr 
that  1  should  like. 

The  Indian  ivnuld  have  gone  on,  but  ^t 
the  word  exchange,  the  king oTPeisininter- 
nipled  him:  I  am  willing,  said  he,  torin 
you  what  vou  will  ask  in  exehange.  You 
kiK)w  my  kingdiwn  is  large,  and  conlaJM 


This«xcliange  seemed  royal  and  mbletn 
the  whole  court,  bnt  was  much  below  wfau 
the  lodiui  pioMMBd  to  hinuell',  who  bad 
laiMdhkihmviti  much  higher.   Iwiib- 
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finitely  oblijfcd  tu  your  majesty  for  tiieoticr 
you  make  me,  unBWerud  Ua,  anJ  caiinoi 
thank  tou  enough  lor  your  •generosity ;  yet 
I  must  oeff  of  yoj  nut  to  lie  aii^ry  with  nic, 
if  I  have  the  boldncK$  to  tell  you,  that  I  can- 
not resign  to  you  my  iioibc,  but  bv  j-ecoiv- 
ing  tlie  nuiid  of  tlic  pruicess  your  oau^aurr 
a«  my  wile:  tliU  i:$  the  only  price  at  wliicli 
I  CJin  give  up  my  property  hi  iiim. 

The  coiulicr»  alx}ut  the  kinj?  of  PerKJa 
coull  not  lorlicar  lau^hin«j:  aiomi  at  liiit^  ex- 
travagant demaml  oj'  the  Indian :  but  tlie 
prhice  Firouz  Scliah,  the  king't?  ehie^it  eom. 
and  presumptive  heir  to  the  crown,  couhi 
not  beiu*  it  without  indij;^n;iiJon.  'i'iic  kin;j^ 
waaof  a  very  diiierentopiuiun,  and  liiou^nt 
he  might  sacrincc  the  princess  of  Pel^:a 
to  the  Indian,  to  fsati^(y  his  curiosity.  He 
remained,  liowevcr,  uniJc.tennincil,  consi- 
dering wliat  he  bhoidd  do. 

Praice  Firouz  Schah,  who  i^iw  his  lather 
hesitating  wliat  answer  ho  should  make, 
began  to  lear  lest  he  uhould  comply  witli 
the  Indian^s  demand,  and  looked  uinju  it  as 
not  only  injurious  to  tiie  roval  dignity  and 
his  sister,  but  ai^  to  him>felf :  therelure,  to 
anticiputc  his  lather,  he  tiaid,  Sir,  1  hope 
your  majesty  will  Ibrgive  me  lor  daring  to 
ask  vou,  it'  it  is  iKJSfeitilc  that  your  niujesiy 
should  hetiiitatt^  a  nioment  aUtiit  aiien;al  1o 
so  insolent  a  demand  fmni  such  an  inHi;(ni- 
ficant  lelkiw,  and  H^andalous  jugi^leri  ajui 
tliat  you  should  give  him  rciison  to  tiatu:r 
himself  a  mument  witJi  being  allied  to  one 
oi'the  most  iKnverful  mr)narclis  in  the  wtuKl .' 
I  beg  of  yim  to  coJisi»icr  what  you  owi;  to 
vourself,  and  to  your  own  blood,  auii  ibe 
liiicli  rank  of  your  anresiors. 

Bon,  replied  the  king  ol'  Persia,  I  very 
much  approve  of  your  ri.'m<>n«'t ranee,  and 
am  very  sensible  oiV^'or  zeal  |i)r  preserving 
the  lustre  of  your  noble  birth  ;  but  yuu  no 
not  consider  enough  the  c.xrellence  of  this 
horse,  nor  that  tlie  Indian,  if  I  should  rel'use 
him.  mav  make  the  olli'.r  somcwliere  else, 
where  this  nice  iioint  of  honour  may  Im.- 
waved.  I  shall  be  in  the  iitnirvt  despair  i!' 
anotlier  prince  should  boiist  of  iiavmg  ex- 
ceeded me  in  generosity,  and  deprived  nie  of 
the  glory  of  ix>s:?esfting  a  hor^e.  which  1  es- 
teem ;is  the  most  singular  and  woniierful 
thhig  in  the  wot  Id.  1  will  notsav  1  consirnt 
to  grant  him  what  he  asked.  Perhaps  he 
has  not  made  up  his  mind  u|K)n  this  exorbi- 
tant demanil  \  and,  putting  my  daughtcr 
tliC  princess  out  of  tlie  <iU(?Ftion,  i  may 
make  another  airreement  with  liim  tiiat 
will  answer  his  purixjstj  its  well.  1  Jut  belbre 
I  strike  the  bargain  with  him,  I  should  btr 
glad  Unit  you  would  examine  the  horse; 
try  bin)  yourrieli,  and  give  me  your  opinion; 
I  doubt  not  he  will  ^icrmit 

As  it  is  natural  li^r  us  to  flatter  our>elve^ 
in  what  wc  desire,  the  Imlian  liuieied,  by 
what  he  heard  Uie  king  of  Pereia  say,  he 
was  not  entirely  averee  to  Ids  alliance,  by 
taking  the  horse  at  his  price ;  and  that  the 
prince,  who,  instead  of  being  against  it, 


might  become  more  favourable  to  him,  ana 
not  oppose  the  desire  the  king  seemed  to 
have  i  and  to  show  he  corteented  tu  it  with 
a  f^reatdeal  of  pleasure,  he  expreaied  much 
joy,  ran  beture  the  prince  to  help  him  to 
mount,  and  siiowcd  him  how  to  gai^  and 
manage  the  horse. 

The  prince  mounted  the  horse  with 
wonderlul  address,  without  the  Indian  a^ 
sistin;;  him  ;  and  no  sooner  bad  Jie  got  hiB 
leet  m  both  stirrui'S,  but.  without  frtayiig 
Ibr  the  Indian's  advice,  he  turned  the  i^eg 
he  had  hi^en  liim  uae,  and  mounted  iniu  tne 
air  as  i^uick  a^  an  arrow  shut  out  of  a  bow 
by  the  siouKVi  and  most  adroit  aiciier: 
iinii  in  a  lew  moments  liie  kiixi^,  court,  and 
the  numerous  iutrenibly,  lost  tight  of  him. 
Neither  hor^e  nor  prince  were  to  be  seen; 
and  the  kiugof  Pcreia  made  vain  etfoit^  lo 
di^ern  them:  when  the  Indian,  uldrn^ed 
at  what  had  happened,  jtrobtruted  himself 
belbre  tlie  throne,  and  lorced  tiic  king  to 
lo(;k  at  him,  and  give  attention  to  what  be 
s.iiid.  Sir,  feaid  he,  your  majesty  youraeif 
^aw  t!ial  the  prince  Wiis  so  luisty,  that  he 
would  not  ))ernnt  me  to  give  hiin  tiie  ne- 
ces.sn-y  instiuctions  to  govern  my  hor»e. 
From  what  he  saw  me  do,  he  would  sJlow 
that  he  wanlcl  not  my  aiivice  tu  set  oS. 
He  was  too  willii  g  tosiiow  hi-^adiiross,  but 
knowi^  not  the  way  which  1  wais  guing  to 
show  him,  luiw  to  turn  the  horse  about  and 
bring  it  back  again.  Tlieretbre,  sir,  the 
favour  I  iis-k  of  v our  majesty  l^,  niiiio  make 
me  i.ci'oiiutablo  lor  what  accMf:.L-i  ujay 
belali  him  ;  yon  arc  tooju:^t  to  inipju:  to  :::e 
anv  misLloitune  that  mav  :atcnd  nim. 

This  dis-c.Durse  of  the  Indian  veiy  iDirh 
bu:pri>ed  and  atilictod  tiie  kini;  oi  Pereth. 
who  >,iw  the.  danger  his  hhi  was  in  to  iie 
inevitable,  if,  as  the  Iiidian  said,  there  uaj 
another  si-civ:  to  liring  hini  tr.ic-x  it^Jjn, 
tiiat  wasdilicH-nl  tinm  that  whicii  caTjied 
him  away ;  and  asked,  in  a  }>a^.oa,  way 
he  did  not  call  him  back  tiif  muaiciit  l.'e 
went. 

Sir,  anywereil  the  Indian,  you.-  ma^e<r 
Rjiw  as  well  as  1  with  wiial  switTnt.-wTixC 
horse  anil  the  prince  tk-w  away.  Tiio  aur- 
l):i.ye  1  w;is  then,  and  still  arm'  in,  Ji  pn^tJ 
me  of  the  n.-e  t»f  my  spivch  :  anil,  i  1  n.ulJ 
have  si-oken.  he  was  noi  Un)  liir  to  I. ear  i:;e. 
If  he  had  h<Mrd  me,  he  knew  not  fl.c  ?«rcrct 
to  bring  him  back,  wiiich. -thn'-jj*!  liii 
impatience,  he  woull  not  stay  tolv.'cn. 
lint.  ftir.  athled  he,  there  is  nV>m  t»"»  ?/.f* 
that  the  prince,  when  he  finds  himself.:!  a 
loss,  will  perceive  another  peg,  aiiii  »is 
.s<n->n  as  he  turns  that,  th(!  hors**.  will  c."a.<e 
lo  rise,  and  will  descend  to  the  groun"*,  "'.r.: 
he  may  turn  him  to  what  pliire  lie  pU\txs 
by  iTuiding  him  with  the  bridle. 

Notwithstanding  all  these  argument*  t!' 
the  Indian,  which  earricH*  srieat  aip«i'- 
anco  of  probability,  the  king  i>f  Hrrsti  w» 
terribly  frightened  at  the  evident  thutfer 
his  son  Wcis  in.  I  suppose,  replied  he.  it  ■ 
very  uncertain  whether  my  son  Kive;irf< 
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(he  other  peg,  and  makes  a  right  use  of  it : 
may  not  the  horse,  instead  oT  lighting  on 
the  ground,  fall  upon  some  rock,  or  tumble 
into  tJie  sea  with  him  ? 

Sir,  replied  the  Indian,  I  can  deliver  your 
majesty  from  this  apprehension,  by  assur- 
ing you  that  the  horse  crosses  seas  without 
ever  fulling  into  them,  and  always  carries 
his  rider  wherever  he  has  a  mind  to  go. 
And  your  majesty  may  assure  yourself, 
that,  if  the  i)rmce  does  not  find  out  the 
other  peg  which  I  mentioned,  the  horse  will 
carry  him  where  he  pleases  to  go.  It  is  not 
to  be  supposed  he  will  go  any  where  but 
where  he  can  find  assistance,  and  make 
himself  known. 

Be  it  as  it  will,  replied  the  king  of  PerRia, 
as  I  cannot  depend  upon  the  assurance  you 
give  me,  3^our  head  shall  answer  for  my 
son's  life,  if  he  does  not  return  sale  and 
sound  in  tliree  days'  time,  or  that  I  can  cer- 
tainly hear  that  he  is  alive.  Then  he 
ordered  his  officers  to  secure  his  person,  and 
keep  him  close  prisoner;  after  which  he 
retired  to  his  palace,  extremely  ^ieved 
that  the  least  of  Nevrouz  should  aflord  him 
and  his  court  so  much  sorrow. 

In  the  mean  time  prince  Firouz  Schah 
was  carried  through  the  air  with  prodi- 
gious swiftness,  as  was  said  before ;  and  in 
lesB  than  an  hour's  time  he  had  got  so  high, 
that  he  could  not  distingiiish  any  thing  on 
the  earth,  but  mountains  and  plains  seem- 
ed confounded  together.  It  was  then  he 
t>egan  to  think  of  returning  from  whence 
he  came,  and  thought  to  do  it  by  turning 
the  same  peg  the  contrary  way,  and  pull- 
ing the  bridle  at  the  same  time.  But  when 
he  found  that  the  horse  still  rose  with  the 
same  swiftness,  his  astonishment  was  ex- 
tremely great.  He  turned  the  peg  several 
times,  one  way  and  the  other,  but  all  in 
yain.  It  was  then  he  grew  sensible  of  his 
fault,  in  not  taking  the  necessary  precau- 
tions to  guide  the  horse,  before  he  mounted 
him.  He  immediately  apprehended  the 
great  danger  he  was  in,  but  that  apprehen- 
sion did  not  deprive  him  of  his  reason.  He 
examined  the  horse's  head  and  neck  with 
great  attention,  and  perceived  behind 
uie  horse's  right  ear  another  peg,  smaller 
and  less  discernible  than  the  other.  He 
turned  that  peg,  and  presently  perceived 
that  he  descended  in  the  same  oblique  man- 
ner as  he  mounted,  but  not  so  swiltly. 

Night  had  overshadowed  almost  naif  an 
hour  that  part  of  the  earth  over  which  the 
prince  then  was,  when  he  Ibund  out  and 
turned  the  small  peg ;  and  as  the  horse  de- 
Bcende<1^  he  by  degrees  lost  sight  of  the 
sun,  till  It  grew  quite  dark ;  insomuch  that 
instead  of  choosing  what  place  he  would 
go  to,  he  was  for^  to  let  the  bridle  lie 
upn  the  horse's  neck,  and  wait  patiently 
till  he  alighted,  though  not  without  the 
dread  lest  it  should  be  m  the  desert,  a  river, 
.or  the  sea. 

At  last  the  hone  alighted  and  flopped 


alter  midnight,  and  prince  Firouz  Schah 
dismounted,  very  laint  and  hungry,  having 
eaten  nothing  since  the  morning  when  he 
came  out  of  the  palace  with /his  father  to 
assist  at  the  festival.  The  first  tiling  he 
had  to  do  in  the  darkness  of  the  night  was 
to  endeavour  to  find  out  where  he  was; 
when  he  found  himself  to  be  on  the  terrace 
of  a  magnificent  palace,  surrounded  with 
a  balustrade  of  white  marble,  breast  high  * 
and  groping  al>out,  found  a  pair  of  stairs 
which  led  (&wn  into  the  palace,  the  door 
of  which  was  half  open. 

None  but  nrince  Firouz  Schah  would 
have  venturea  to  go  down  those  stairs,  so 
dark  as  it  was,  anu  in  the  danger  he  ex-  \ 
posed  himself  to  from  friends  or  Toes.  But 
no  consideration  could  stop  him.  I  do  not 
come,  said  he  to  himself,  to  do  any  body 
any  harm ;  and  certainlv,  whoever  meets 
or  sees  me  first,  and  finds  that  I  have  ix> 
arms  in  my  hands,  will  not  attempt  any 
thing  against  my  life,  before  the^^  hear 
what  I  have  to  say  for  myself.  After  thii 
reflection  he  opened  the  door  wider,  without 
making  anv  noise,  and  went  sofuv  down 
the  stairs,  that  he  might  not  awaken  any 
body;  and  when  he  came  to  a  landing 
place  on  the  staircase,  he  found  the  door  at 
a  great  hall,  that  had  a  light  in  it,  open. 

The  prince  stopped  at  the  door,  and 
listening,  heard  no  other  noise  than  the 
snoring  of  some  people  who  were  fast 
asleep.  He  advanced  a  little  into  the  room, 
and,  by  the  light  of  a  lantern,  saw  that 
those  persons  whom  he  heard  snore  were 
black  eunuchs,  with  naked  sabres  laid  by 
them:  which  was  enough  to  inform  him 
that  this  was  the  guard  chamber  of  some 
queen  or  princess :  which  latter  it  proved 
to  be. 

In  the  next  room  to  this  the  princes  lay, 
as  appeared  by  the  light  he  saw,  the  door 
being  open,  through  a  thin  silken  curtain, 
which  drew  before  the  door  way,  whither 
prince  Firouz  Schah  advanced  on  tip-toe, 
without  waking  the  eunuchs.  He  put  by 
the  curtain,  ajid  went  in;  and  without 
sta3nng  to  observe  the  magnificence  of  the 
chamber,  which  was  what  he  did  not  much, 
regard,  he  ^ve  his  attention  to  something 
of  greater  importance.  He  saw  a  great 
many  beds ;  only  one  of  them  on  a  sofa, 
the  rest  on  the  floor.  The  princess  lay  in 
the  first,  and  her  women  in  the  others. 

This  distinction  was  enough  to  direct  the 
prince  in  his  choice.  He  crept  softly  to  the 
bed  without  waking  either  the  princess  or 
her  women,  and  beheld  a  beauty  so  extra- 
ordinary and  surprising,  that  he  was 
charmed  and  inflamed  with  love  at  the 
first  sight  p  heavens !  said  he  to  hirosell^ 
has  mv  fate  brought  me  hither  to  deprive 
me  ot  my  Uberty.  whk^h  hitherto  I  nave 
always  preservea?  How  can  I  avoid  a 
certam  slavery,  when  those  eyea  shall  open, 
since  without  doubt,  they  complete  the 
Iwtre  of  thii  i— mnlnge  of  charmet   I 
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n  murderer ;  for  bo 


most  quickly  resolve ; 
without  being  my  ow 
ban  necewity  ordained. 
After  these  reflectjn , 

and  on  the  princc»«'»beau  ty.  and  exrtminin^ 
the  rondiijon  or  hia  hearty  he  lell  on  hia 
kneef,  and  taking  hoI<!  ol   the  princess'; 

shift  sleeve,  out  or""'""'"  ""  —  " 

wliit 

him.     ___ _,_ _ 

seeing  a  handsome,  well-fihaped,  romely 
miui  on  his  knees,  she  v/aa  in  great  Hur 
prise ;  yet  seemed  to  show  no  sign  of  fear 
The  prince  made  use  of  thia  (avoarabli 
moment,  bowed  his  hea<!  down  to  the 
emunil,  and,  rising,  suid,  Respectable  prin- 
cesB.  by  the  moet  CTlRioriiinary  and  won- 
derftil  ailvcnture  imaginable,  you  see  here 
at  your  feet  a  suppliiint  prince,  the  son  of 
the  king  of  Persia,  who  was  yesterday 
morning  with  hisfiitherin  hiscourt,  at  the 
celebration  of  a  colemn  teaat,  and  is  now 
in  a  strange  country,  in  dangnr  of  his  lile, 
if  you  have  not  the  goodness  and  generosity 
to  give  him  your  asiiiBlance  and  protection. 
These  1  implore,  adorable  princeRs.  with 
the  confidence  that  you  will  not  refuse  me. 
I  have  the  more  gi-ound  to  persuade  my- 
self that  eo  niuclibeautyand  majesty,  and 
auph  cliarms,  cannot  entertain  tiie  least 
inhumanity. 

This  princess,  to  whom  prince  Firouz 
Schah  en  happily  addressen  himwif,  was 
the  princess  ol  wngal.  eldest  daughter  of 
the  king  of  ttiat  kingdom,  who  h^  built 
this  palace  a  stnali  distance  from  hia  capi- 
tal, wiiithertliewem  to  take  the  benefit  of 
the  country.  After  she  had  heard  the 
]Hince  with  all  the  candour  he  could  de- 
tire,  she  replied  with  equal  goodneee 
Prince,  you  arc  not  in  II  barbarous  country. 
take  courage :  hospitality,  humanity,  and 
politeneim,  are  to  be  met  with  *     '  - 


you  may  believe  me,  and  depci^  upoo 
what  I  eB.y. 

The  prince  of  Perna  would  have  tfaai^ 
ed  the  princess  of  Bengal  for  her  civility, 
and  the  favour  slie  did  hiro,  and  had  al- 
ready bowed  down  his  head  to  return  tha 
compliment,  but  she  would  no!  gm  him 
leave  to  speak.  NoCwitbrtandJiig  I  deiir^ 
said  she,  tn  know  by  what  miracle  ym 
have  come  hither  from  the  capital  oTPenia 
in  so  short  a  lime,  and  by  what  en^Kut- 
nient  you  have  been  able  to  proetraie  ao 
tar  as  to  come  to  my  apartmeot.and  tohava 
deceiveil  the  vigilance  of  my  guards,  jat 
as  it  is  impoaeible  but  you  miKt  want  acme 
ref'reshmenl,  and  looking  upon  you  as  a 
welcome  gucat,  I  will  wave  my  curiootv, 

'  give  orders  to  my  women  to  icgaw 
'  sliow  you  a ' "■—  — 


in  the  Kini 


-lO  grant  you  the  protection  you 

aril ;  you  not  only  have  found  it  in  my 
pwee,  tat  thraaffooiit  the  whola  kJnrdom  1 


lu.  anil  sliow  you  an  apartment,  that  jtn 
lay  rest  yourself  alier  your  fati|[;iK,  and 
i  better  able  to  satisfy  my  curioaty. 
The  prince^i's  women,  who  awaked  at 
the  first  words  which  the  prince  addreacd 
to  the  prinrei«,  were  in  the  utmon  surpriH 
to  sen  a  man  at  the  princesa's  boisier  ■■ 
they  could  not  conceive  how  he  got  IhitW 
without  waking  them  or  the  fuauela. 
Tliey  no  sooner  comi>rehendcd  the  pria- 
'  I  inicniioiis,  than  Iliey  dresKd  them- 
A  preaeiitly,  and  were  ready  to  obey 
— .  .ommarid?,  aaGoonasehe  eav«  tiiea. 
They  each  took  a  wiik  candle,  of  which 
here  were  great  numbers  lighted  up  ia 
he  room ;  and  after  the  prince  had  takeo 
leave  very  respectfully,  they  went  bdbn 
him,  and  con<lucte<l  him  into  a  handaooM 
chamber ;  where,  while  some  wer«  prefwr- 
ing  tlic  lieH,  ollieis  went  into  the  kitchu; 
and  notwitl^tiinding  it  was  so  unaeaaoDa- 
hle  an  hour,  ther  did  not  luake  prioM 
FiroMZ  Schah  wnit  long,  but  brought  hia 
presently  all  aorlsof  meat;  and  wbeo  bt 
had  eaten  as  much  as  he  chose,  theyi«> 
moved  the  table,  and  lell  him  totaaiadit 
Bwoets  of  repose,  ailer  showing  him  m 
presses,  where  he  might  find  vr^ 
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In  the  mean  time,  the  nrincesRof  Ben^l 
was  BO  struck  with  the  charms,  wit,  pohte- 
ncM,  and  other  srool  qualitiei;  which  ahe 
discovered  in  that  short  conversation  with 
the  prince,  tliat  she  couid  not  sleep :  but 
when  her  women  came  into  her  room  to  go 
to  bed,  ai^ain  asked  them  jf  they  had  taken 
care  oi'  hun,  and  if  he  wanted  any  tiling ; 
and  particularly  what  they  thou<^htol'him. 

Tiie  women,  atler  they  had  satisfieii  her 
as  to  the  first  articles,  answered  as  to  the 
last :  We  do  not  know  what  you  may  think 
of  him,  but,,  for  our  parti«,  we  think  you 
would  be  very  hap[)y  if  the  kin;*  your  fa- 
tlier  would  marry  you  to  fo  amiable  a 
prince ;  for  there  is  not  a  prince  in  all  the 
kingdom  of  Bengal  to  be  conipiired  to  him ; 
nor  can  we  hear  that  any  of  the  neighbour- 
ins"  niinces  are  worthy  of  you. 

This  Hattering  discourse  was  not  dis- 
p1e<ising  to  the  princi'ss  of  Dengal ;  but  as 
flhe  had  no  mina  to  declare  her  sentiments 
to  lliem,  she  imposed  silence  ujion  them, 
telling  them  they  talked  without  reflection, 
bidding  them  to  go  to  bed  and  let  her 
■leep. 

The  next  day,  the  first  thinjr  the  princefs 
did  as  soon  as  she  was  up,  was  to  sit  down 
to  her  toilet.  She  took  more  pains  in  dress- 
ing and  ailjusting  herself  at  tiie  frlaas  than 
ever  she  had  done  in  her  life.  She  never 
hjid  tried  her  women's  patience  so  much 
before,  by  making  them  do  and  undo  the 
same  thing  several  times :  Certainly,  said 
siie  to  lierself,  if  the  prince,  as  1  perceive, 
wojh  taken  with  me  in  my  dishabille,  he 
will  be  charmed  with  me  wlien  I  am  dress- 
ed. She  adorned  her  head,  neck,  arms, 
and  waist,  with  the  finest  and  largest  dia- 
monds she  had.  The  habit  she  tnadc  use 
of  was  one  of  the  rkrhest  stutis  of  the  In- 
dict), of  a  most  beautiful  colour,  and  made 
only  lor  kin^s,  princes,  and  prince«?es. 
AHcr  she  had  consulted  her  gliiss  a  long 
time,  and  asked  her  women,  one  after  ano- 
ther, if  any  thing  wan  wanting  to  her  at- 
tire, she  sent  to  know  if  the  prince  of  Pt'rsia 
wa^  awake ;  and  as  she  n<;ver  doubted  but 
that,  if  he  was  up  and  dre<^><od,  he  would 
ask  leave  to  come  and  pay  liis  respects  to 
her,  she  charged  tlie  mesR.*nger  to  tell  tiim 
she  would  make  him  tlie  vieiit,  and  stie  hud 
her  reasons  for  this. 

The  prince  of  Persia,  who  by  that  night's 
rest  had  recovered  the  fatigue  he  had  un- 
dergone the  day  before,  had  just  drcswed 
himself,  when  he  receivetl  thf  princet«  of 
B<!nffars  compliments  by  one  of  her  women. 
Without  giving  the  latly  \yl\o  bix>ught  the 
mciSBi^e  leave  to  communicate  it,  he  asked 
her  if  it  was  proper  lor  him  then  to  go  and 
pay  his  resi)ect8  to  the  princess  |  and  when 
the  lady  had  acquitted  nerselt*ot  tiie  enand, 
he  replied,  it  shall  be  as  the  princess  tiiinks 
fit ;  I  came  here  to  be  solely  at  her  plea- 
sure. 

As  soon  as  the  princess  of  Bengal  under- 
stood that  the  pnnce  of  Persia  waited  for 


her,  she  immediately  went  to  pay  him  a 
visit.  Afler  mutual  compliments  on  both 
sides,  th3  prince  asking  partlon  for  having 
waked  the  princess  out  of  a  profound  sleep, 
and  the  princess  inquiring  aller  his  heaitn, 
and  how  he  rested,  the  princess  sat  down  on 
a  sola,  as  did  also  the  prince,  though  at 
sofne  distance,  out  of  respect 

Then  the  princess,  resuming  the  discourse, 
said,  1  would  have  received  you,  prince,  in 
the  chamber  in  which  you  found  me  in  bed 
last  night ;  but  as  the  chief  of  my  eunuclis 
has  the  liberty  of  coming  into  it,  and  never 
comes  further  without  my  leave,through  my 
impatience  to  hear  the  surprising  adventure 
which  procures  me  the  happiness  of  seeing 
you,  I  chose  to  come  hither,  that  we  may 
not  l)e  interrupte<l ;  therefore  I  be^  of  you 
to  give  me  that  satisfaction,  which  will 
hiffiily  oblige  me. 

Prince  Firouz  Schah,  to  gratify  the  prin- 
c<?ss  of  Bengal,  began  his  disacourse  with 
the  solemn  and  annual  fea^tof  the  Ncvrouz, 
relating  all  the  sights  worthy  of  lier  curio- 
sity, which  had  amazed  the  court  of  Persia 
and  the  whole  town  of  Schiniz.  Atler 
wards  he  came  to  the  enchanted  horse; 
the  description  of  wliich,  with  the  account 
of  the  wonders  the  Indian  peribrmed  on  him 
before  so  august  an  asiiembly,  con>nnced  the 
princess  that  nothing  of  that  kind  could  be 
imagined  more  sufT)ri8ing  in  the  world. 
You  mav  well  think,  charming  princess, 
continued  the  prince  of  Persia,  that  the 
king  my  liither,  who  cares  not  what  he 
gives  tor  any  thing  that  is  nire  and  curious, 
would  be  vi»ry  desinius  to  purchase  such  a 
horse,  as  indeed  he  was.  He  asked  the 
Indian  what  he  would  have  for  him ;  who 
maile  him  an  extravagant  reply,  telling 
him,  that  he  had  not  bought  him,  but  taken 
him  in  exchange  tor  his  only  daughter,  and 
could  not  part  with  him  but  on  the  like  con- 
dition, which  was,  to  have  his  consent  to 
marry  the  princess  my  sister. 

The  crowd  of  courtiers,  who  stood  about 
the  kin^  my  lather,  hearing  the  extrava- 
gance oj  this  proposal,  laughed  loudly  at  it; 
and  I,  for  my  iKirt,  conceived  so  great  in- 
dignation, that  1  could  not  disguise  it ;  and 
the  more,  because  I  saw  that  the  king  my 
father  w:is  considering  with  himself  what 
answer  he  should  give  him.  In  short,  I  be- 
lieve he  would  have  granted  him  what  he 
asked,  if  I  had  not  in  the  most  lively  terms 
represented  to  him  how  injuiious  it  would 
be  to  his  honour;  yet  mv  remonstrarice 
could  not  bring  him  entirely  to  quit  his  de- 
sign of  sacrificing  the  princess  my  sister  to 
so  despicable  a  person.  He  lancied  ho 
should  bring  me  over  to  his  opinion,  if  once 
I  could  comprehend,  as  he  imagined  he  did, 
the  singular  worth  of  his  horse.  With  this 
view  he  would  liave  me  look  at  him,  aiiil 
mount  him,  and  make  a  trial  of  him  myself. 

To  please  my  lather,  I  mounted  the 
hone,  and  OBstMn  as  I  was  upon  his  back  I 
put  my  hand  upon  a  peg,  aa  I  had  aeeu 
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the  Indian  do  before  me,  to  make  the  horse 
mount  into  the  air,  never  staying  to  take  in- 
structions of  the  owner.  The  instant  I 
touched  the  peg,  the  horse  mounted  with 
me  into  the  air  as  swifl  as  an  arrow  shot  out 
of  a  bow,  and  I  was  presently  at  such  a 
distance  from  the  earth  that  I  could  not  dis- 
tinguish any  object  By  the  swiftness  of  the 
motion  I  was  for  some  time  unapprehensive 
of  the  danger  to  which  I  was  exposed ;  but 
when  I  grewsensible  of  it,  I  endeavoured  to 
turn  the  peg  the  contrary  way.  But  the  ex- 
periment would  not  answer  my  expectation, 
and  still  the  horse  mounted  with  me,  and 
carried  me  a  greater  distance  from  the 
earth.  At  last  I  perceived  another  |)eg, 
which  I  turned,  and  then  I  grew  sensible 
that  the  horse  declined  towards  the  earth, 
and  presently  found  myself  so  surrounded 
with  darkness,  that  it  was  impossible  for  me 
to  guide  the  horse.  In  this  condition  I  laid 
the  bridle  on  his  neck,  and  trusted  myself  to 
the  will  of  God  to  disoose  of  my  fate. 

Not  long  after  the  norse  alighted,  and  I 
got  off  his  back,  and  examining  where- 
abouts I  mig[ht  be,  perceived  myself  on  the 
terrace  of  this  palace,  and  found  the  door  of 
the  staircase  half  oi)en.  I  came  softly  down 
the  stairs,  and  seeing  a  door  open  by  a 
■mall  light,  put  my  head  into  the  roqm,  and 
saw  some  eunuchs  asleep,  and  a  great  light 
in  another  room.  The  necessity  I  was  un- 
der, notwithstanding  the  inevitable  danger 
I  was  threatened  with,  if  tlie  eunuchs  tmd 
wak^,  inspired  me  with  the  boldness,  or 
ratlier  rashness,  to  cross  that  room  to  get  to 
the  other. 

It  is  needless,  princess,  added  the  prince, 
to  tell  you  the  rest,  since  you  are  not  unac- 
quainted with  all  that  passed  aflerwards. 
But  I  am  obliged  in  duty  to  thank  you  for 
your  goodnets  and  generosity,  and  to  beg  of 
you  to  let  me  know  how  I  may  show  niy 

fratitude.  According  to  the  law  of  nations, 
am  already  your  slave,  and  cannot  make 
you  an  offer  of  my  person ;  there  only  re- 
mains my  heart :  but,  alas !  princess,  what 
do  I  say  f  M  v  heart  is  no  longer  my  own  ; 
your  charms  nave  forced  it  from  mej  but  in 
such  a  manner,  as  I  will  never  ask  lor  it  a- 
eain,  but  yield  it  up :  give  me  leave,  there- 
lore,  to  declare  you  mistress  both  of  my 
heart  and  inclination. 

These  last  words  of  the  prince  Firouz 
Schah  were  pronounced  with  such  an  air 
and  tone,  that  tlie  princess  of  Bengal  never 
doubted  a  moment  of  the  effect  she  expect- 
e<l  from  her  charms ;  neither  did  she  seem 
to  resent  the  precipitate  declaration  of  the 
prince  of  Persia.  Her  blushes  served  but 
to  heighten  her  beauty,  and  render  her 
more  amiable  in  the  eyes  of  the  prince. 

As  soon  as  she  had  recovered  herself,  she 
replied,  prince,  you  have  given  me  a  sensi- 
ble pleasure  by  telling  me  those  surprising, 
wonderful  things.  But.  on  the  other  hand, 
1  c^n  hardly  forbear  shuddering,  when  1 
think  on  tlie  height  you  was  in  the  air; 


and  though  I  have  the  good  Ibituiie  to 
you  here  safe  and  well,  I  was  in  pain  til 
vou  came  to  that  part  where  the  lodiao 
norse  alighted  on  mv  palace  leads.  The 
same  thing  might  nave  happened  in  a 
thousand  other  places.  1  am  glad  that 
chemce  has  given  me  the  preference  to  the 
whole  world,  and  the  opportunity  of  letting 
you  know  that  it  could  not  have  coDdocted 
vou  to  an^  place  where  you  could  have 
been  received  more  agreeably,  and  wiih 
greater  pleasure. 

But  prince,  continued  she,  I  should  think 
myself  offended,  if  I  believed  that  the 
thought  you  mentioned  of  being  my  slave 
was  serious,  and  that  it  did  not  proceed  fhuD 
your  poUtenesB  rather  than  from  a  sincerity 
of  sentiment ;  for,  by  the  reception  1  gave 
you  yesterday,  you  might  assure  yourself, 
you  are  here  as  much  at  liberty  as  in  the 
midst  of  the  court  of  Persia. 

As  to  ^our  heart,  added  the  princes  of 
Bengal,  m  a  tone  which  showed  nothing 
less  than  a  refusal,  as  I  am  persuaded  that 
you  have  not  lived  so  long  without  disposing 
of  it,  and  that  you  could  not  fail  of  making 
choice  of  a  princess  who  deserves  it,l 
should  be  very  sorry  to  give  vuu  an  occjiann 
to  be  guilty  of  infidelity  to  her. 

Prince  Firouz  Schah  would  have  pro- 
tested, that  when  he  left  Persia,  he  was 
master  of  his  own  heart :  but,  at  that  in- 
stant, one  of  the  princess's  ladies  in  waiting 
came  to  tell  her  that  dinner  was  served  up. 

This  interruption  delivered  the  prince  and 

Erincess  from  an  explanation,  whk^h  wouki 
ave  l^en  equally  embarraning  to  both  of 
them,  and  of  which  they  stood  not  in  need. 
The  princess  of  Bengal  was  fully  convinc- 
ed of  the  prince  of  Persia's  sincerity :  and 
the  prince,  thouffh  the  princess  had  not 
explained  nerself,  judged  nevertheless  by 
some  words  she  let  fall,  and  the  favourable 
manner  she  heard  him,  that  he  had  no  rea- 
son to  complain. 

As  the  lady  held  the  door  open,  the  prin- 
cess of  Bengal  said  to  the  prince  of  PenWL 
rising  off  her  seat,  as  he  did  also  from  hit,  1 
am  not  used  to  dine  so  early ;  but  as  I  fan- 
cied you  mig:ht  have  had  but  an  indifierent 
supper  last  night,  I  ordered  dinner  to  be  f<ot 
ready  sooner  than  ordinary.  Afler  this  com- 
pliment, she  led  him  into  a  ma^ni^cent 
hall,  where  a  table  was  laid,  and  fet  od 
with  great  plenty  of  choice  and  oxceileoi 
viands;  and  as  soon  as  they  were  Kit  down, 
a  great  many  beautiful  slaves  of  the  prin- 
cess,  richlv  dressed,  began  a  most  aereeablf 
concert  ol*  vocal  8md  instrumental  musr, 
which  lasted  the  whole  time  of  dinner. 

This  concert  was  so  sweet  and  weil  ma- 
naged, that  it  did  not  in  the  ]ea?t  inicmfC 
the  prince  and  princess's  con verg-atHWL  All 
dinner-time  their  sole  concern  was  to  Ujp 
and  invite  each  other  to  eat :  the  princr .  lor 
his  part,  served  the  princess  with  thr  choi- 
cest of  every  thing,and  strove  toontdo  l.er  in 
civility,  both  by  words  and  actiiMis,  which 
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die  returned  again,  with  a  great  many  new 
compliments :  and  in  this  reciprocal  com- 
merce of  mutual  civilities  ana  attentions, 
love  made  a  greater  progresR  in  both,  than 
a  concerted  interview  would  have  pro- 
moted. 

When  they  rose  from  the  table,  the  prin- 
cess carried  the  prince  into  a  large  and 
magnificent  closet,  finely  embellislied  with 
paintings  in  blue  and  ^old,  of  a  just  sym- 
metry, and  richly  furnished ;  there  they 
both  sat  down  unon  a  sofa,  which  atibrded 
a  most  agreeable  prospect  into  the  palace 
garden^  which  prince  Firouz  Schah  ad- 
mired for  the  vast  variety  of  flowers,  shrubs, 
and  trees,  which  were  lull  as  beautiful  as 
those  of  Persia,  but  quite  diflerent.  Here 
taking  the  opportunity  of  entering  into  a 
conversation  with  the  princess,  he  said,  I 
always  believed,  madam,  that  no  part  of 
the  world  but  Persia  afforded  such  stately 
palaces  and  beautiful  gardens ;  but  now  i 
see  that  other  great  monarchs  know  as  well 
how  to  build  mansions  suitable  to  their 
power  and*  greatness ;  and  if  there  is  a  dit- 
ference  in  the  manner  of  building,  there  is 
none  in  the  grandeur  and  magnificence. 

Prince,  replied  the  princess  of  Bengal,  as 
I  have  no  idea  of  the  palaces  of  Persia,  I 
cannot  jud^e  of  the  comparison  you  have 
made  of  mine,  to  tell  you  my  opinion  of  it. 
But  however  sincere  you  seem  to  be,  1  can 
hardly  think  it  just,  but  nither  incline  to  be- 
lieve it  a  compliment :  I  will  not  despise  my 
palace  before  you :  you  have^  too  good  an 
eye,  too  good  a  taste,  not  to  form  a  sound 
judgment.  But  I  assure  you  1  find  it  very 
mditferent,  when  I  compare  it  with  the 
king  my  lathrrV,  which  far  exceeds  it  for 
grandeur,  beauty,  and  richnc?8:  ^'ou  sliall 
tell  me  yourself  what  you  think  of  it,  when 
vou  have  seen  it ;  lor  since  a  chance  has 
brought  you  so  nigh  to  the  capital  of  this 
kincirdom,  1  do  not  doubt  but  you  will  see  it, 
and  make  mv  father  a  visit,  that  he  may 
pay  you  all  the  honour  due  to  a  prince  of 
your  rank  and  merit. 

The  princess  flattered  herself,  that  by  ex- 
citing in  the  prince  of  Persia  a  curiosity  to 
jee  the  Palace  of  Bengsil,  and  to  visit  her 
father  in  it,  the  king,  seeing  him  so  hand- 
some, wise,  and  accomplished  a  prince, 
might  perhaps  resolve  to  propose  an  alli- 
ance with  him,  by  oflering  her  to  him  as  a 
wife.  And  as  she  was  well  persuaded  she 
was  not  indiflerent  to  the  pnnce,  and  that 
he  would  be  pleiu^ed  with  the  proixwal,  she 
hoped  to  attani  to  tlie  uinioet  of  her  wishes, 
and  preser\'e  all  the  decorum  becoming  a 
princt^,  who  would  appear  resigned  to  the 
will  of  her  king  and  fatner ;  but  the  prince  of 
Persia  did  not  return  her  an  answer  accord- 
insr  to  lw»rexpcctatioiLs. 

Princ4.s8,  replied  the  prince,  the  prefer- 
ence which  you  erive  to  the  king  of  Bengal's 
palace  to  your  own,  is  enough  tor  me  to  be- 
lieve it  much  exceeds  it:  but  as  to  the 
pcoposai  of  my  going  and  paying  my  res- 
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pects  to  the  king  your  father,  1  should  not 
only  do  m3rBelf  a  pleasure,  but  an  honour. 
But  judge,  princess,  yourself,  would  yoii 
advise  me  to  present  myself  before  so  great 
a  monarch,  like  an  adventurer,  without 
attendants,  cuid  a  train  agreeable  to  my 
rank? 

Prince,  replied  the  princess,  let  not  that 
give  you  any  i)ain ;  if  you  will  but  go,  yoa 
shall  want  no  money  to  have  what  train 
and  attendants  you  please:  I  will  fumisb 
you ;  and  we  have  traders  here  of  all  na^ 
tions  in  great  luimlM^rB,  and  you  may  make 
what  choice  you  please,  to  form  your  house- 
hold. 

Prince  Firouz  Schah  penetrated  into  the 
princess  of  Bengal's  intentk)n,  and  this  sen* 
sible  mark  she  gave  him  of  her  love,  still^ 
augmented  his  passion,  which,  notwith- 
standing its  violence,  made  him  not  forgeC 
his  duty.  But  without  any  hesitatkm  he 
replied.  Princess,  I  should  most  willingly 
accept  of  the  obliging  ofier  you  make  me, 
for  which  1  cannot  enough  snow  my  grati* 
tude,  if  the  uneasiness  my  father  must  fee^ 
on  account  of  my  absence  did  not  prevent 
me.  I  should  be  unworthy  of  the  goodnes 
and  tenderness  he  has  always  had  for  me, 
if  I  should  not  return  as  soon  as  possible  to 
calm  his  fears.  I  know  him  so  well,  that 
while  1  have  the  happiness  of  enjoying  the 
cx)nversation  of  so  lovely  a  princess,  i  am 
I)ersua(]ed  that  he  is  plunged  into  the  dcep- 
cs^t  griet*  and  has  lobt  all  holies  of  seeing  ^ 
me  aarain.  1  hope  you  will  do  me  tlie  justice 
to  befieve,  that  I  cannot,  without  ingrati- 
tude, and  being  guilty  of  a  crime^  dispense 
with  going  to  rt^tore  to  him  that  life,  which 
a  too  long  deferred  return  may  have  en- 
dangered. 

Alter  this^  princess,  continued  the  prince 
of  Persia,  it  you  will  permit  me,  and  think 
me  worthy  to  a^ipire  to  the  happniess  of  be- 
coming your  husband,  as  the  king  my  fa- 
ther has  always  declared  that  he  never 
would  constrain  me  in  my  choice,  I  should 
find  it  no  difficult  matter  to  get  leave  to 
return,  not  as  a  stranger,  but  as  a  prince, 
to  contmct  an  alliance  with  him  by  our 
marriage;  and  I  am  persuaded  that  he 
will  be  overjoyed  when  I  tell  him  with 
what  generosity  you  received  me,  though 
a  stranger  in  distress. 

The  princess  of  Bengal  was  too  sensible, 
after  what  the  prince  ot*  Persia  had  said,  tx> 
insist  any  longer  in  persuading  him  to  pay 
a  visit  to  the  king  ot  Bengal,  or  to  ask  any 
thing  contrary  to  his  duty  and  honour.  But 
slie  was  very  much  alarmed  to  find  that  he 
thought  of  so  sudden  a  departure ;  feanng, 
that  if  he  took  his  leave  of  her  so  tjoon,  in- 
stead of  remembering  his  promise,  he  would 
forget  her  when  he  ceased  to  see  her.  To 
divert  him  from  it,  she  Ktid  to  him.  Prince, 
my  intention  of  proposing  a  visit  to  my  fa- 
ther was  not  to  oppose  so  just  an  excuse  ae 
that  you  give  me,  and  which  I  did  not  fore- 
I  should  have  rendered  mjrself  an  i 
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eomplice  of  the  crime,  had  I  thought  of  it, 
but  I  C€Lmx>t  approve  of  your  thinking  to  go 
■osoon  BByoupropoEe;  at  least,  grant  me 
the  favour  I  a8K,ot  a  little  longer  acquaint- 
ance ;  and  since  I  have  had  the  happiness 
to  have  you  alight  in  the  kingdom  ot  Ben- 
gal, rather  than  in  the  midst  of  a  desert,  or 
on  the  top  of  some  steep  cragj^y  rock,  from 
which  it  would  have  oeen  impossible  for 
you  to  descend,  I  desire  you  will  stay  long 
enough  to  enable  you  to  give  a  better  ac- 
count at  the  court  of  Persia  of  what  you 
have  seen  here. 

The  sole  end  the  princess  of  Bengal  had 
in  this  discourse  was,  that  the  pnnce  of 
Persia,  by  a  longer  stay,  might  become  in- 
■ensibly  more  passionately  enamoured  of 
her  charms,  hoping  thereby  that  his  ardent 
desire  of  returning  would  diminish,  and 
then  he  might  be  brought  to  appear  in  pub- 
lic, and  pay  a  visit  to  the  king  of  Benfi:al. 
The  prince  of  Persia  could  not  well  refuse 
her  the  favour  she  asked,  after  the  kind  re- 
ception she  had  given  him:  but  was  so 
complcusant  as  to  comply  with  her  request; 
and  the  princess's  thoughts  were  onlv  how 
to  render  his  stay  agreeable  by  all  the  di- 
versions slie  could  imagine. 

Nothing  went  forward  for  several  days 
but  festivals  an«l  balls,  and  concerts  of  mu- 
sic, accom|>anied  with  magnificent  leasts, 
and  collations,  walks  in  the  gardens;  or 
hunting-parties  in  the  palace-park,  which 
aboundea  with  all  sorts  of  game,  stags, 
hinds,  and  fallow-deer,  and  other  beasts  pe- 
culiar to  the  kingdom  ol'  Bengal,  which  tlie 
princess  could  pursue  witliout  dapger. 
Aller  tlie  chase,  the  prince  and  princes  met 
in  some  beautiiul  spot  in  the  \mrk,  where  a 
carpttt  was  spread,  and  cushions  laid  ibr 
their  accommodation.  There  resting  them- 
selves, alter  tlieir  violent  exercise,  and  re- 
covering themselves,  they  conversed  on 
various  subjtxts.  The  princess  took  great 
pains  to  turn  the  converssation  on  the  gran- 
deur, power,  riches,  and  government  of 
Persia;  that  from  prince  Firouz  Schali's 
discourse  Khe  mis^ht  have  an  opportunity 
to  talk  of  the  kingdom  of  Bengal,  and  iu 
advantages,  and  engage  him  to  resolve  to 
make  a  longer  stay  tliere  \  but  she  was  dis- 
appointed in  lier  expecUitions. 

In  short,  the  prince  of  Persia,  without  the 
least  exag^enitions,  gave  so  advantageous 
an  accoutit  of  tlie  extent  of  the  kingdom  i»f 
Persia,  lU  magnificence  and  riches,  its  mili- 
tary Ibrce,  its  commerce  by  sea  and  land 
with  the  remote  partx  of  the  world,  some  of 
which  were  unknown  to  him ;  the  vast 
number  of  large  cities  it  containeii,  almost 
as  i)opuIou8  as  that  which  tlie  king  had 
chosen  tor  his  residence,  where  he  had  pii- 
lacetii  furnished  ready  to  receive  him  at  all 
seasonsof  the  year,  i>o  that  he  had  hischoice 
always  to  eniov  a  perpetual  spring;  tlial 
before  he  hm  done,  the  princess  found  the 
kingdom  of  Bengal  to  be  very  much  infe- 
rior to  that  of  renua,  in  a  great  many 


instances.  When  he  had  finidied  hii  m- 
lation,  he  b^e[ed  of  her  to  entertain  him 
with  a  description  of  Bengal ;  which,  afW 
a  great  deal  of  entreaty  from  the  prinoe 
she  complied  with. 

The  princess  gave  prince  Firouz  Schah 
that  satislactfon ;  but  bv  lefcening  a  great 
many  advantages  the  kingdom  oT  Bengal 
was  well  known  to  have  over  that  of  Persia, 
she  let  him  know  the  disposition  she  felt  lo 
accompany  him,  so  that  he  believed  ifae 
would  consent  at  the  first  proposition  he 
should  make ;  but  he  thought  it  would  not 
be  proper  to  make  it  till  he  had  showed  her 
so  much  complaisance  as  to  star  with  her 
long  enough  to  make  the  blame  fall  on  htr, 
in  case  she  wished  to  detain  him  longer  from 
returning  to  his  father,  as  he  wae  in  duty 
bound  to  do. 

Two  whole  months  the  prince  Firoos 
Schah  abandoned  himself  entirely  to  the 
will  of  the  princess  of  Bengal,  yieldinff  to 
all  the  amusements  she  contrived  for  him, 
for  she  neglected  nothing  to  divert  him.  at 
if  she  thought  he  had  nothing  else  to  do  out 
to  pass  his  whole  life  with  her  in  this  man- 
ner. But  after  tliat  time,  he  declared  se- 
riously he  could  not  stay  any  longer,  and 
begged  of  her  to  give  him  leave  to  return  to 
his  father ;  repeating  again  the  promiK  he 
had  made  her  to  return  soon  in  a  style  wor- 
thy of  her  and  himself,  and  to  demand  her 
in  form  in  marriage  ot  the  king  of  BetigaL 

And  princess,  replied  the  pnnce  of  Penna, 
that  you  may  not  suspect  the  truth  of  what 
1  say ;  and  that  by  my  a^tking  this  leave, 
vou  may  not  rank  me  among  those  ftilse 
lovers  who  forget  the  objects  of  tlieir  love 
as  soon  as  they  are  absent  from  them :  but 
to  show  that  my  passk)n  is  real,  ana  not 
leigned,  and  that  hie  cannot  be  pleasant  to 
me  when  absent  from  so  lovely  a  princess, 
whoRC  love  to  me  1  cannot  doubt  is  mutual ; 
I  would  presume,  if  I  was  not  afraid  you 
would  be  ofiended  at  my  retiuest,  to  abk  the 
favour  of  tiiking  you  along  with  me. 

As  the  prince  h  irouz  Schah  saw  that  the 
princess  blushed  at  tliese  last  words,  and 
that  without  any  mark  of  anger  she  hesi- 
tated at  the  step  she  should  take,  he  pro- 
ceeded, and  said.  Princess,  as  lor  tJie  king 
my  lather's  consent,  and  the  reception  he 
will  give  you,  1  venture  to  assure  vou  he 
will  receive  you  with  pleasure  into  his  alli- 
ance :  and  as  for  tlie  king  of  Bengal,  alter 
all  tlie  love  and  tender  reganlhe  has 
always  exprets^ed  fbr  you,  he  must  be  the 
reverse  of  what  you  have  described  him.  an 
enemy  to  your  repose  and  happiness,  if  he 
should  not  receive  in  a  friendlv  manner  the 
embassy  which  my  lather  will  send  to  him 
for  his  approbation  of  our  marriage. 

The  princess  of  Bengal  returned  no  an- 
swer to  this  discourse  ol  the  prince  of  Per- 
sia ;  but  her  silence,  and  eyes  cast  down, 
were  sufficient  to  inform  him  that  she  had 
no  reluctance  to  accompany  him  into  Per- 
sia, but  consented.    Tte  only  diffieultjr  i 
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had  was,  that  tho  prince  knew  not  well 
enough  how  to  govern  the  horse,  and  she 
was  apprehensive  of  being  involved  with 
him  in  the  same  ditiicuity  as  when  he  made 
the  experiment.  But  the  prince  soon  re- 
moved her  fear  bv  ai^uring  her  she  might 
trust  herself  with  him,  lor  that  after  the  ex- 
perience be  had  had,  he  defied  the  Indian 
nimseif  to  manage  him  belter.  She  thought 
therefore  only  ot*  concerting  measures  to 
get  off  with  him  so  secretly,  that  nobody 
belonging  to  the  palace  should  have  tlie 
least  suspicion  ol'  their  design. 

The  next  morning,  a  little  before  day- 
break, when  all  in  the  palace  were  asleep, 
they  went  upon  the  ternice  of  the  m,lace. 
The  prince  turned  the  horse  towards  rersiii. 
and  placed  him  where  the  princess  could 
easily  get  up  behind  him;  which  she  had  no 
■ooner  done,  and  was  well  settled  witli  her 
arms  about  his  waist,  tor  her  better  security, 
but  he  turned  tlie  peg,  and  the  horse  mourn- 
ed into  the  air,  and  making  his  usual  haste, 
under  the  guidance  of  the  prince,  in  two 
hours'  time  the  prince  discovered  the  capi- 
tal  of  Persia. 

He  would  not  alight  at  the  great  sqiuu^e 
from  whence  he  set  out,  nor  in  the  sultan's 
palace,  but  directed  his  course  towards  a 
pleasure-house  at  a  little  distance  from  the 
town.  He  led  the  princess  into  a  handsome 
apartment,  where  ne  told  her,  that  to  do  her 
all  the  honour  that  was  due  to  her,  he 
would  go  and  inform  his  lather  of  their  ar- 
rival, and  return  to  her  immediately.  He 
ordered  the  housekeeper  of  the  nalace,  who 
was  then  present,  to  provide  the  princess 
i^th  what  ever  she  ha<l  occasion  for. 

After  the  prince  had  taken  his  leave  of 
the  princess,  he  ordered  a  horse  to  be  sad- 
dled, which  he  mounted,  after  sending  back 
the  housekeeper  to  the  princess  with  orders 
to  provide  her  breakfast  immediately,  and 
then  set  forwards  for  the  palace.  Ab  he 
passed  through  the  streets,  he  was  received 
with  acclamatioriH  by  the  peof  le,  who  were 
overjoyed  to  see  hira  again.  The  sultan  his 
father  was  giving  audience,  when  he  ap- 
peared before  him  in  the  midst  of  his  coun- 
cil, who,  as  well  as  tlie  sultan  and  the 
whole  court,  had  been  in  mourning  ever 
eince  he  had  been  absent.  The  sultan  re- 
ceived him,  and  embracing  him  with  tears 
of  jov  and  tenderne»<,  asked  him,  What 
was  necome  of  the  Indian's  horse  ? 

This  quest k)n  gave  the  prince  an  oppor- 
tunity to  tell  him  the  embarrassment  and 
danger  he  was  in  when  the  horse  mounte<l 
into  the  air  with  him,  and  how  he  arrived 
at  last  at  the  princess  of  Bengal's  palace, 
with  the  kind  reception  he  met  with  there: 
that  the  motive  which  obliged  him  to  stay 
80  long  with  her,  was,  the  complaisance  she 
had  shown  not  to  disoblige  him.  so  that 
after  oromising  to  marry  her,  ht  nad  per- 
suaded her  to  oohie  with  him  into  Persia. 
But,  sir,  added  the  prince,  1  have  promised 
that  you  would  not  ref  1Mb  your  ooneent,  and 


have  brought  her  with  me  on  tlie  Indian's 
horse,  to  a  palace  where  your  majesty  often 
goes  for  vowr  pleasure;  and  have  left  her 
there,  tilrl  could  return  and  assure  her  that 
my  promise  was  not  in  vain. 

After  these  words,  tlie  prince  prostrated 
himself  beibre  the  sultan  to  gain  his  con- 
sent, but  his  liither  raised  him  up,  embraced 
him  a  second  time,  and-said  to  him.  Son.  I 
not  only  con^sentto  your  marriage  with  the 
princes  of  Bengal,  but  will  go  and  meet  her 
myself,  and  thank  her  tor  the  obligation  I  in 
particular  have  to  her,  and  willl)ring  her 
to  mv  palace,  and  celebrate  your  nuptials 
til  is  (lay. 

l'he;i  the  sultan  ^ave  orders  for  his  court 
to  go  out  of  mourning,  and  make  prepara- 
tions lor  the  princess's  entry ;  that  the  rejoic- 
in<^rt  should  begin  with  a  grand  concert  of 
military  music,  and  tliat  the  Indian  should 
l)c  fetched  out  of  prison  aiul  brought  before 
him.  When  the  Indian  was  brought  before 
the  sultan,  he  said  to  him,  I  secured  thy 
|)erson,  that  thy  lite,  though  not  a  sufficient 
victim  to  my  ra^e  and  grietj  might  an- 
swer tor  tliat  of  the  prince  my  son,  whom, 
thanks  to  God!  1  have  found  again:  go^ 
take  your  horse,  and  never  let  me  see  your 
face  more. 

As  the  Indian  had  learned  of  tlioee  who 
fetched  him  out  of  pri««n,  that  prince  Firous 
Schah  was  returned,  and  had  brought  a 
princess  behind  him  on  his  horse,  and  was 
also  informed  of  the  place  where  he  had 
alighted  and  left  her,  and  tliat  the  sultan 
was  making  preparations  to  go  and  bring^ 
her  to  his  palace ;  as  soon  as  he  got  out  St 
the  sultan's  presence,  he  bethought  himself 
of  being  belbrehand  with  him  and  the 
prince ;  and,  without  losing  any  time,  went 
directly  to  the  palace,  and  addressing  him- 
self to  the  hou8ekee|)er,  told  him,  he  came 
from  the  sultan  and  prince  of  Persia,  to 
fetch  the  princ4?a8  of  Bengal,  and  to  carry 
her  behind  him  through  the  air  to  the 
sulmn.  who  waited  in  the  great  square  of 
his  palace  to  gratify  the  whole  court  and 
city  of  Schiraz  with  that  wonderful  sight 

The  housekeeper,  who  knew  the  Indian, 
and  that  the  sultan  had  imprisoned  him, 
gave  the  more  credit  to  what  he  said,  be- 
cau%  he  saw  that  he  was  at  liberty.  He 
presented  him  to  the  princess  of  Bengal ; 
who  no  sooner  understood  that  he  came 
from  the  prince  of  Persia,  than  she  con- 
sente<l  to  what  that  prince,  as  she  thought, 
desired  of  her. 

The  Indian,  overjoyexl  at  his  success,  and 
the  ease  with  which  he  had  accomplished 
his  \nllany.  mounted  his  horse,  took  the 
princess  behind  him,  with  the  assistance  ot 
the  housekeeper,  turned  the  peg,  and  pre- 
sently the  horse  mounted  into  the  air  with 
him  and  the  princen. 

At  the  same  time  the  sultan  of  Pern, 
followed  by  his  court,  was  on  the  road  from 
his  own  palaoa  to  the  palace  where  the 
princeH  of  Bflosid  was  lefl,  and  the  prinoa 
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or  Persia  was  advanced  befim,  lo  prepare 
the  princess  of  Bengal  10  receive  him,  when 
the  Indian  to  brave  Uiem  both,  and  re- 
ven^  himself  for  the  iU-treatment  be  had 
received,  aa  he  pretended,  pased  over 
their  heads  with  his  prize. 

When  the  iultan  of  Persia  saw  the  ra- 
visher,  he  stopped.  His  surprise  and  afflic- 
taon  woe  Che  more  senaible,  because  it  was 
tM  in  his  power  to  make  him  repent  of  so 
iagh  an  E^ront.  He  loaded  hitn  vrith  a 
thousand  imprecations,  as  also  did  all  the 
courtiers,  who  were  wiuieeeee  of  so  df  nal  a 
piece  orinaolente  and  unparalleled  villan)'. 

The  Indian,  little  mo vral  wilh  iheircursoi, 
which  just  reached  his  ears,  continued  his 
way;  while  the  aulLan,  eKtreniely  mortifi- 
ed at  bo  great  an  injury,  and  to  tind  he 
could  not  punish  the  authm,  relumed  back 
lo  hts  palace. 

But  what  was  prince  Firouz  Schah's 
grief  (o  nee  the  Indliin  carry  away  the  prin- 
ces of  Bengal,  whom  he  loved  so  piuwion- 
ateiy,  that  he  could  not  live  without  herl 
At  the  eishl  of  an  object  <»  little  expecled, 
he  was  thunderstruck,  and  bclure  he  cuuld 
deliberate  with  himself  whether  he  should 
let  fly  ail  Uie  reproar.hea  hia  rage  coulJ  in- 
vent against  the  Indiun,  or  bewail  the  de- 
plorable^ fale  of  the  priiicesa,  or  ask  her 
pardon  for  not  taking  better  precaution  to 
preserve  her,  who  had  trusted  heti«lf  to 
kis  care  in  a  manner  sufficiently  expressive 
of  her  love,  the  hoise  was  out  of  Eiffhi. 
He  could  not  resoli-e  what  lo  do, whether  he 
should  return  to  the  sultan's  palace,  and 
abut  himself  up  in  his  apartment  to  give 
himself  entirely  up  to  hid  affliction,  without 
attempting  to  pursue  the  lavisher,  to  deliv- 
er the  prince*!,  and  iiuiiish  him  as  he  de- 
Mrved-  But  as  his  generosity,  love,  and 
Gouraee.  would  not  suflur  this,  he  continu- 
ed on  nis  way  to  Uie  palace  where  be  liail 
left  his  princess. 

When  he  came  there,  the  housekeeper, 
who  was  by  this  time  convinced  of  bw  cre- 
dulity, and  that  he  wai  deceived  hj  the 


m  his  eve&  and  accused  hiiMBlf  cf  tM 

crime,  wmcb  he  thought  he  had  corainiited, 
and  condemned  himself  to  die  by  hk  hftod. 
Rise  up,  said  the  prince  lo  him,  1  do  not 
impute  the  loss  of  my  princen  to  IhM,  bat 
to  my  own  simplicity.    Butnc"'' '-  - 

ffti-h    mo   <i    itcrvicD'n   hnKil    K 


t  give  the  li 


's  habit,  and  ii 


.__  Iriend.  He  went  to  this  tcheik,  and 
telling  him  that  a  considerable  officer  at 
court,  and  a  man  of  worth,  to  whom  he  bad 
been  very  much  obliged,  and  wished  to 
tiivour,  by  giving  him  an  opportunity  lo 
witlidraw  trom  the  sultan's  rage,  he  easily 
got  a  complete  dervise's  habit. and  carried 
It  to  prince  Firouz  Schoh-  The  prince  im- 
mediately pulled  off  Ilia  own  clotlie^  and 
put  LI  un ;  aiiil  being  eo  disguised,  and  pro- 
vided with  a  box  oi  jewels,  wiiich  he  nad 
brought  as  a  prc^nt  lo  the  princess,  he  left 
the  pulncu  in  the  evening,  uncertain  which 
way  lo  go.  but  remlvcd  not  to.  return  lill  he 
huil  Ibund  out  his  princess,  and  brought  ber 
back  again. 

Buttorutumtothe  Indian:  he  covemed 
his  enchanted  horH;  bo  well  that  day,  ihat 
he  arrived  early  in  a  wood,  near  the  capital 
of  llie  kingdom  of  Cufchmire-  Being  hun- 
gry, anil  concluding  the  princess  was  akoL 
he  alishted  in  that  tviud,  tn  an  open  pan  oT 
it,  andlelltlie princes onugrany  spot,  by  a 
rivulcl  ol'  clear  frfsh  water. 

During  the  Indian's  absence,  theprince« 
of  Bu[igul,  who  knew  tliat  ehe  was  in  the 
power  of  a  base  ravlsher,  wlioet:_  violenra 
slie  dreaded,  thought  of  geltuig  from  him, 
and  seeking  oul  ainic  sai^ctuary.  But  M 
she  had  scurcc  eaten  any  thins  on  her  ar- 
rival at  tlie  jileasant  palace  in  ine  momiiv, 
she  was  BO  laint,  that  khe  could  not  execute 
her  design,  but  was  forced  lo  abamloa  it, 
and  lo  itay  where  sho  wat,  wUhoot  tag 
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9ther  reaoarce  than  her  cottrairei  and  a 
firm  resolution  rather  to  euffcr  death,  than 
be  unfaithlVd  to  the  prince  of  PerFia.  When 
the  Indian  returned,  she  did  not  wait  to  be 
asked  twice,  but  ate  with  him,  and  recov- 
ered herself  enough  to  answer  with  courage 
to  the  insolent  language  he  be^an  to  hold 
to  her  when  they  had  done.  Alter  a  great 
many  threats,  as  she  saw  that  the  Indian 
was  preparing  to  use  violence,  she  rose  up 
to  make  resistance,  and,  by  her  cries  and 
shrieks,  drew  about  them  a  company  of 
horsemen,  which  happened  to  be  the  sultan 
d'  Caschmire  and  his  attendants,  who,  as 
they  were  returning  from  hunting,  happily 
for  the  princess  ol'  Bengal,  passed  through 
that  part  of  the  wood,  ana^  ran  to  her  as- 
sistance, at  the  noise  she  made. 

The  sultan  addressed  himself  to  the 
Indian,  and  asked  him  who  he  was,  and 
what  ne  pretended  to  do  with  the  lady? 
The  Indian,  with  great  impudence,  replied, 
that  she  was  his  wife ;  ana  what  had  any 
one  to  do  with  his  quarrel  with  her  ? 

The  princess,  who  neither  knew  the  rank 
nor  Quaility  of  the  person  who  came  so  sea- 
•onabiy  to  her  relief,  told  the  Indisin  he  was 
a  liar ;  and  said  to  the  sultan.  Sir,  whoever 
jt>u  aire  that  Heaven  has  sent  to  my  as- 
sistance, have  compassk>n  on  a  princess, 
and  give  no  credit  to  that  impostor.  Heaven 
forbid  tliat  I  should  be  the  wile  of  so  vile 
and  despicable  an  Indian  !  a  wicked  magi- 
cian, that  hath  taken  me  away  from  the 
prince  of  Persia,  to  whom  I  was  ffoing  to 
be  married,  and  hath  brought  me  hither  on 
the  enchanted  horee  that  vou  see. 

The  princess  of  Bengal  had  no  occasion 
to  say  any  more  to  persuade  the  sultan  of 
Caschmire  that  what  she  told  him  was 
truth.  Her  beauty,  majestic  air,  and  tears, 
spoke  sufficiently  for  her.  The  sultan  of 
Caschmire,  justly  enraged  at  the  insolence 
of  tiic  Indian,  ordered  his  guards  to  sur- 
round him,  and  cut  off  his  head ;  which 
aentence  was  immediately  executed,  the 
more  easily,  as  the  Indian,  just  released 
fix>m  prison,  was  unprovided  with  any  wea- 
pon to  delend  himself. 

The  princesEi.  thus  delivered  from  the 
pereecutkin  of  the  Indian,  fell  into  another 
no  less  affliming  to  her.  The  sultan,  ailer 
he  had  ordered  her  a  horse,  carried  her 
with  him  to  his  palace,  where  he  lodged 
her  in  the  most  magnificent  apartment, 
next  his  own,  and  gave  her  a  great  number 
of  women-slavps  to  attend  her,  and  a  guard 
of  eunuchs.  He  led  her  himself  into  the 
apartment  he  afsigned  her ;  where,  witlmut 

Siving  her  time  to  thank  him  tor  tiie  great 
)liffatk>n  she  had  to  him,  he  said  to  her, 
As  I  am  certain,  princ^es,  that  you  must 
want  rest,  1  will  here  take  my  leave  of  ymi 
till  to-morrow,  when  you  will  be  better  able 
to  give  me  all  the  circumstances  of  this 
strange  adventure :  and  then  left  her. 

The  princess  of  BengaPB  joy  was  ine-x- 
prenibla  to  find  she  was  ao  soon  freed  from 
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the  vk)Ience  of  a  man  she  could  not  look 
upon  without  horror.  She  flattered  herself 
that  the  sultan  of  Caschmire  would  com- 
plete his  generosity  by  sending  her  back  to 
the  prince  of  Persia,  when  she  told  him  her 
story,  and  asked  that  favour  of  him  ;  but 
she  was  very  much  deceived  in  these  hopes, 
for  the  sultan  of  Caschmire  resolved  to 
marry  her  the  next  day ;  and  for  that  end 
had  ordered  rejoicing  to  be  made  by  day- 
break, by  beatmg  o(  drums-  and  sounding 
of  trumpets,  and  other  instruments  expres- 
sive of  joy,  which  not  only  echoed  through 
the  palace,  but  throughout  the  city. 

The  princew  of  Bengal  was  awakened 
by  those  tumultuous  concerts,  but  attributed 
them  to  a  very  difierent  cau^e  from  the 
true  one.  When  the  sultan  of  Caschmire, 
who  had  given  orders  that  he  should  be 
informed  when  the  princess  was  ready  to 
receive  a  visit,  can^e  to  jpay  her  one ;  and 
when  he  had  mquired  after  her  health,  he 
acquainted  her  that  all  those  rejoicingt 
were  to  render  their  nuptials  more  solemn, 
and,  at  the  saibe  time,  desired  her  to  ap- 
prove of  them.  This  discourse  put  her 
into  so  great  consternation  that  she  fainted 
awav. 

The  women-slaves  who  were  present  ran 
to  her  assistance ;  and  the  sultan  did  all  he 
could  to  bring  her  to  herself  again,  though 
it  was  a  long-time  before  they  could.  But 
when  she  recovered,  rather  than  break  the 
promise  she  had  made  to  prince  Firouz 
Schah,  by  consenting  to  marry  the  sultan 
of  Caschmire,  who  had  proclaimed  their 
nuptials  before  he  had  asked  her  consent, 
she  resolved  to  feign  madnera.  She  be^n 
to  say  the  most  extravagant  things  before 
the  sultan,  and  even  rose  off  her  seat  to  fly 
upon  him ;  insomuch  that  the  sultan  was 
very  much  surprised  and  afilicted  that  he 
had  made  such  a  proposal  so  unseasonably. 

When  he  found  that  her  frenzy  rather 
increased  than  abated,  he  lefl  her  with  her 
women,  charging  them  never  to  leave  her 
alone,  but  to  take  great  care  of  her.  He 
sent  oflen  that  day  to  know  how  she  did, 
but  received  no  other  answer  but  that  she 
was  rather  worse  than  better.  In  short,  at 
night  she  seemed  much  worse  than  she  had 
been  all  day,  insomuch  that  the  sultan  of 
CafK^hmire  was  disappointed  of  the  happi- 
ness he  promised  himself. 

The  princess  of  Bengal  continued  to  talk 
wildly,  and  show  other  marks  of  a  disor- 
dered mind,  next  day  and  the  following 
ones ;  so  that  the  sultan  was  obliged  to  send 
for  all  the  physicians  belonging  to  his  court, 
to  consult  them  about  her  disease,  and  to 
ask  them  if  they  could  cure  her. 

The  physicianB  all  agreed  that  there 
were  several  wortM  and  degrees  of  this  dis- 
temper, some  curable  and  oUiers  not:  and 
told  the  sultan  that  they  could  not  iuage  of 
the  princess  of  BengalV  unless  tney  wblw 
her :  upon  whkh  tne  sultan  ordered  the 
eunuchis  to  introduce  tliera  into  the  prin- 
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cem's  chamber,  one  afler  another,  accord- 
inc^to  their  rank. 

The  princeas,  who  foresaw  what  would 
happen,  and  feared  that,  if  slie  let  the  phy- 
sicians come  near  her  to  feel  her  pulse,  the 
least  experienced  of  them  would  soon  know 
that  she  was  in  a  good  state  of  health,  and 
that  her  madness  was  only  feigned,  flew 
intc  such  a  rage  and  passion,  that  she  was 
ready  to  tear  out  their  eyes  who  came  near 
her ;  so  none  of  them  durst  approach  her. 

Some  of  them,  who  pretended  to  be  more 
skilfbl  than  the  rest,  and  boasted  of  judging 
of  diseases  only  by  sight,  ordered  her  some 
potions,  which  she  made  the  less  difficulty 
to  take,  well  knowing  she  could  be  sick  or 
well  at  pleasure,  and  that  they  could  do 
her  no  harm. 

When  the  sultan  of  Caschmiie  saw  that 
his  court  physicians  could  not  cure  her,  he 
called  in  the  most  noted  and  experienced  of 
the  city,  who  had  all  no  better  success. 
Aflerwards  he  sent  for  the  most  famous  in 
the  kingdom,  who  met  with  no  better  re- 
ceptk)n  than  the  others  from  the  princess, 
anid  what  they  ordered  had  no  better  effect. 
Afterwards  he  despatched  expresses  to  the 
courts  of  neighbouring  princes,  with  the 
princess's  case,  to  be  distributed  amon^the 
most  famous  physicians,  with  a  promise  of 
a  handsome  reward  to  an>^  of  them  who 
should  come  and  cure  the  princess  of  Ben- 
gal, besides  travelling  charges. 

A  great  many  physicians  came  from  all 
parts,  and  undertook  the  cure;  but  none 
of  them  could  boast  of  better  success  than 
their  fellows,  or  of  restoring  the  princcas's 
faculties,  since  it  was  a  C€ise  that  did  not 
depend  on  their  skill,  but  on  the  will  of  the 
princess  herself. 

During  this  interval,  prince  Firouz 
Schah,  uWuised  in  the  habit  of  a  derviee, 
had  travelled  throuffh  a  great  many  pro- 
vinces and  towns,  fu  1  of  grief ;  and  having 
endured  a  great  deal  of  fatigue,  not  know- 
ing which  way  to  direct  his  course,  or  if  he 
did  not  take  the  very  opposite  road  from 
what  he  ought,  to  hear  the  tidings  he 
sought.  He  made  diligent  inquiry  after 
her  at  every  place  he  came  to,  till  at  last, 
passing  through  a  great  town  in  India,  he 
heard  the  people  talk  very  much  of  a  prin- 
cess of  Bengalj  who  ran  mad  on  the  day 
of  the  celebration  of  her  nuptials  with  the 
sultan  of  Caschmire.  At  the  name  of  the 
princess  of  Bengal,  and  supposing  that 
there  was  no  other  princess  of  Bengal  than 
her  upon  whose  account  he  undertook  his 
travels,  he  set  forwards  for  the  kingdom  of 
Caschmire,  on  this  common  report ;  and  on 
his  arrival  at  the  capital  city,  ne  went  and 
lodged  at  a  khan,  where  the  same  day  he 
was  told  the  story  of  the  princess  of  Bengal, 
and  the  unhappy  fate  of^the  Indian,  which 
he  richly  deserved.  By  all  the  circum- 
stances, the  prince  knew  he  could  not  be 
deceived,  but  that  she  was  the  same  prin- 
he  had  sought  so  long  af\er. 


The  prince  of  Persia,  bein^  infiiniied  d 
all  these  partk^ulars,  pronded  himsett 
against  the  next  day  with  a  phyBician^ 
habit,  and,  having  let  his  beard  grow  dvh 
Tins  his  travels,  he  passed  for  a  phynctan ; 
ana ,  through  the  greatness  ofhis  unpatienoe 
to  see  the  princess,  went  to  the  sultan's  pa- 
lace, where,  presenting  himself  to  the  chief 
of  the  officers,  he  told  him  thai  perhaps  it 
mi^ht  be  looked  upon  as  a  very  boldtmaer^ 
taking  in  him  to  oner  himself  as  a  physiciaii 
to  attempt  the  cure  of  the  princeas  afler  so 
man/  had  failed ;  but  that  he  hoped  some 
specifics,  which  he  had  had  great  experi- 
ence of,  and  success  from,  would  efiect  the 
cure.  The  chief  of  the  officers  told  him 
he  was  very  welcome,  that  the  saltan 
would  receive  him  with  pleasure,  and  that 
if  he  should  have  the  good  fortnne  to  re- 
store the  princess  to  her  former  healthy  he 
might  expect  a  considerable  reward  from 
the  sultan  his  master's  liberality :  Stay  a 
moment,  added  he,  I  will  come  toyoa  agak 
presentlv. 

It  had  been  a  lo^  time  since  any  phja- 
cian  had  offered  himself;  and  the  saltan  d 
Caschmire  with  great  ^rief  had  began  to 
lose  all  hope  of  ever  seeing  the  princeM  ot 
Bengal  restored  to  her  former  health,  that 
he  might  marry  her,  and  show  how  nmch 
he  loved  her.  He  ordered  the  officer  to 
introduce  to  him  the  pnyiician  he  had 
announced. 

The  prince  of  Persia  was  presented  to 
the  sultan  of  Caschmire  in  the  halnt  and 
dis^^uise  of  a  physician ;  and  the  saltan, 
witnout  wasting  time  in  superfloous  dis- 
course, alter  having  told  him  the  pnooeai 
of  Bengal  could  not  bear  the  sight  of  a 
physician  without  tailing  into  the  moit 
violent  transports,  which  increased  her  dis- 
temper, carried  him  into  a  ckmct,  dom 
whence,  through  a  window,  he  might  see 
her  without  being  seen. 

There  prince  Firouz  Schah  saw  his 
lovely  princess  sit  carelessly  sinking  a  song 
with  tears  in  her  eyes,  in  which  she  de- 

Klored  her  unhappy  late,  which  deprived 
er,  perhaps  for  ever,  of  the  dbjtd  she 
loved  so  tenderly. 

The  prince  was  so  sensibly  afiected  at 
the  melancholy  condition  he  found  hisdesr 
princess  in,  that  he  wanted  no  other  ugm 
to  comprehend  that  her  distemper  wis 
feigned,  and  that  it  was  for  krveof  him 
that  she  was  under  so  grievous  a  contrainL 
When  he  came  out  of  the  cloeet,  he  toM 
the  sultan  that  he  had  discovered  the  na- 
ture of  the  princess's  distemper,  and  thst 
she  was  not  incurable ;  but  adaed  withsi, 
that  he  must  speak  with  her  in  priTBli; 
and  by  himself;  and,  notwithstandmg  btr 
violent  fits  at  the  sght  of^  nhysiciaDs,  io 
hoped  she  would  hear  and  receive  kn 
favourably. 

The  sultan  ordered  the  princess^  cham- 
ber door  to  be  opened,  ana  prince  Fboos 
Schah  went  in.    As  soon  as  the     ' 


ARABIAN  NIGHTS'  BNT£RTAfNMENT8. 


i1» 
I 


■iw  him,  (taking:  him  by  his  habit  to  he  a 
phjTBician)  she  roee  up  in  a  rage,  threaten- 
mg  him,  and  eiving  him  the  most  abusive 
language.  He  made  directly  towards  her ; 
and  when  he  was  nigh  enough  for  her  to 
hear  him,  for  he  did  not  wish  to  be  heard 
by  any  one  else,  he  said  to  her,  in  a  low 
voice,  and  in  a  most  respectful  marmer,  to 
make  her  believe  him,  rrincess.  I  am  not 
a  physician,  but  the  prince  of  Fersia,  and 
am  come  to  procure  you  your  liberty. 

The  princess,  who  presently  knew  the 
sound  ot  the  voice,  and  the  upper  features 
of  his  face,  notwithstanding  he  had  let  his 
beard  grow  so  long,  grew  calm  at  once,  and 
a  secret  joy  and  pleasure  oversprecul  her 
face,  the  enect  of  seeing  the  person  she  so 
much  desired  so  unexpectedly.  Her  agree- 
able surprise  deprived  her  ibr  some  time  of 
the  use  of  her  speech,  and  gave  prince 
Firouz  Schah  time  to  tell  her  us  briefly  as 
possible  how  despair  seized  him  when  he 
saw  tlie  Indian  carry  her  awav ;  the  reso- 
lutk>n  he  took  atterwards,  to  leave  every 
tiling  to  find  her  out  wherever  she  was,  and 
never  to  return  home  till  he  had  found  her, 
and  Ibrced  her  out  of  the  hands  of  the  per- 
fidk)U8  wretch ;  and  by  what  ^ood  fortune 
at  last  atler  a  long  and  fati^umg  journey, 
he  had  the  satisfaction  to  nnd  her  in  the 
palace  of  the  sultan  of  Caschmire.  He 
then  desired  the  princess  to  inform  him  of 
all  that  happened  to  her  from  the  time  she 
was  taken  away  till  that  moment  when  he 
had  the  happiness  to  converse  with  her, 
telling  her,  that  it  was  of  the  greatest  im- 
port!ince  to  know  this,  that  he  might  take 
the  most  proper  measures  to  deliver  her 
from  the  tyranny  of  the  sultan  of  Casch- 
mire. 

The  princess  of  Bengal  told  the  prince 
how  she  was  deli verecT  from  the  Indian's 
violence  by  the  sultan  of  Caschmire,  as  he 
was  returning  home  from  hunting;  but 
how  ill  she  was  treated  the  next  day,  by  a 
declaratk>n  he  had  made  of  his  precipitate 
design  to  marry  her  that  very  day,  without 
the  feast  civil  office  of  askiiig  her  consent ; 
that  this  violent  and  tyrannical  conduct  put 
her  into  a  swoon ;  afler  which,  she  thought 
she  had  no  other  way  than  what  she  had 
taken  to  preserve  herKelf  for  a  prince  to 
whom  she  had  given  Iver  heart  and  laith, 
or  die  rather  than  marry  the  sultan,  whom 
she  neither  loved,  nor  ever  could  bve. 

Then  the  prince  of  Persia  asked  her  if 
she  knew  what  was  become  of  the  horse 
afler  the  Indian's  death.  To  which  she 
answered,  that  she  knew  not  what  orders 
the  sultan  had  given  about  it ;  but  beli-ved, 
after  the  account  she  had  given  him  oi'  it, 
he  would  take  care  of  it 

As  prince  Firouz  Schah  never  doubted 
but  that  the  sultan  had  the  horse,  he  com- 
municated to  the  princess  his  design  of 
making  use  of  it  tocarrvthem  both  Imck 
into  Persia ;  and  after  toey  had  conmlted 
together  on  the  meesoret  they  were  to  take, 


and  that  nothing  might  prevent  the  execu- 
tk)n  of  them,  they  agreed  that  the  princesi 
should  dress  herself  the  next  day,  and  re- 
ceive the  sultan  civilly  when  he  brought 
him  to  her,  but  without  speaking  to  liim. 

The  sultan  of  Caschmire  was  overjoyed 
when  the  prince  of  Persia  gave  him  an 
account  what  effect  his  first  visit  had  to- 
wards Uie  cure  of  the  princes  of  Bengal. 
And  the  next  day,  when  tlie  princess  re- 
ceived him  afler  such  a  manner  as  persuad- 
ed him  her  cure  was  far  advanced,  he 
looked  upon  him  as  the  greatest  ph^'sician 
in  the  world )  and  seeing  her  in  this  state, 
contented  himself  with  telling  her  how 
rejoiced  he  was  to  see  her  so  likely  soon  to 
recover  her  health  completely.  He  ex- 
horted her  to  follow  the  directions  of  so 
thoughtful  a  physician,  to  complete  what 
he  had  so  well  begun ;  and  then  retired, 
without  waiting  for  her  answer. 

The  prince  of'  Persia,  who  attended  the 
sultan  of  Caschmire  out  of  the  princess's 
chamber,  as  he  accompanied  him,  asked 
him  if,  without  failing  m  due  respect,  he 
might  inquire,  How  the  princess  of^  Bengal 
came  into  the  domimonsof  Caschmire  thus 
alone,  since  her  own  country  lies  so  far  off? 
This  he  said  on  purpose  to  introduce  some 
discourse  about  the  enchanted  horse,  and 
to  know  what  was  become  of  it. 

The  sultan  of  Caschmire,  who  could  not 
penetrate  into  the  prince  of  Persia's  motive 
for  asking  that  question,  concealed  nothing 
from  him ;  but  told  him  much  the  same 
story  as  the  princess  of  Bengal  had  done : 
adding,  that  he  had  ordered  tlie  enchanted 
horse  to  be  kept  safe  in  his  treasury  as  a 
great  curiosity,  though  he  knew  not  the 
use  of  it 

Sir,  replied  the  pretiended  physician,  the 
information  which  your  majesty  gives  me 
afibrds  me  a  means  of  curing  the  princess. 
As  she  was  brought  hither  on  tins  horse, 
and  the  horse  is  enchanted,  she  hath  con- 
tracted something  of  the  enchantment, 
which  can  be  dissipated  onl^  by  certain  in- 
cense which  1  am  acquainted  with.  If 
your  majesty  would  be  pleased  to  entertain 
yourself,  your  court,  and  the  people  of  your 
capital,  with  the  most  surprismg  sight  that 
ever  was  seen,  let  the  horse  be  brought  into 
the  great  square  before  the  palace,  and 
leave  the  rest  to  me.  I  promise  to  show 
you,  and  all  tliat  aa^embl)'  in  a  lew  mo- 
ments' time,  tlie  princess  of  Bengal  as  well 
in  body  and  mind  as  ever  she  was  in  her 
life.  But,  the  better  to  effect  what  I  pro- 
pose, it  would  be  proper  that  the  princess 
should  be  dressed  as  magniOcenlly  as  pos- 
sible, and  adorned  with  the  best  jewels  your 
majesty  has.  The  sultan  would  have  un* 
dertaken  much  more  difficult  tiling  to  have 
arrived  at  the  ecuoyment  of  his  desires,  as 
he  expected  to  do  soon. 

The  next  day  the  enchanted  horse  was. 
br  his  order,  taken  out  of  the  treasury,  and 
paced  early  in  the  great  sqoare  before  tho 
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jhilaee.  A  report  wu  spread  through  the 
town,  that  there  was  mmething  extraor- 
dinary to  be  seen,  and  crowdi  of  people 
flocked  thither  from  all  parts,  insomuch 
ihat  the  sultan'a  ruardi  were  placed  to 
prevent  diaorder, and  to  keepapace  enough 
round  the  horse. 

The  Buttan  of  Caeehmire,  surrounded 
with  all  his  nobles  and  miniaterG  of  state, 
was  placed  on  a  ecaflbld  erected  on  purpose. 
The  princew  of  Bengal,  attended  by  a  vast 
number  of  ladies  which  the  iultan  had 
sisigDed  her,  went  up  to  the  enchanted 
horee,  and  the  nnmen  helped  her  to  ^et 
upon  its  back.  When  she  was  fixed  in  the 
eaddlc,  and  had  the  bridle  in  her  hani),  the 
pretended  physician  placed  round  the  horse 
a  great  many  vemels  full  of  fire,  which  he 


.  :o  those  pots ;  then,  collected  in  himselC 
with  downcast  eyes,  and  his  hands  upon 
hi8  breast,  he  ran  three  limes  about  the 
horse,  making  as  if  he  pronounced  certain 
words.  The  moment  the  pots  sent  forth  a 
dark  cloud  of  pleasant  smell,  which  so  sur- 
rounded the  princess,  that  neither  she  nor 
the  horse  were  lo  be  discerned,  watching 
his  opportunity,  the  prince  jumped  nimbly 
up  behind  her.  and,  reaching  h^  hand  to 
the  pejff,  turned  it ;  and  just  aa  the  lioree 
rose  with  them  into  the  air,  he  pronounced 
these  words,  which  the  sultan  heard  dis- 
tinctly; Sultan  of  Caschmire,  when  you 
would  marry  princesses  who  implore  your 
protection,  learn  first  to  oblain  their  con- 
sent. 

Thus  the  prince  of  Persia  recovered  and 
delivered  the  princess  of  Beneal,  and  car- 
ried her  that  cime  day  to  iFie  capitui  ol' 
Persia,  where  he  alighted  in  the  midst  ol' 
the  paluce,  before  the  king  his  lather's 
aputtment,  who  deferred  the  solemnization 
of  ilif  marriage  no  longer  than  till  he 
iMuM  make  the  preparations  necessary  to 
render  the  ceremony  pompous  and  maini- 
hcent,  ami  ex|iress  the  interest  be  took  m  it. 


After  the  dayi  appointed  far  the  moo- 
ing were  over,  the  king  of  Penia'i  fint 
care  was  to  uame  and  appcnnt  an  amba*- 
sador  to  go  to  give  the  king  of  Bengal  an 
account  of  what  tras  post,  and  to  demand 
his  approbation  and  mtificatiao  of  the  tlli- 
ance  contracted  by  this  roaniage ;  whidi 
the  king  of  Bengal  took  as  an  hoaoor, 
and  granted  with  great  nlBMure  and  suis- 
faction. 


Fairy  Pari  Banoti." 
There  was  a  sultan  who  had  peaceably 
filled  the  throne  of  India,  many  ycBrs.  and 
had  the  salislaction  in  his  old  are  to  hate 
three  sons,  the  worthy  imitaton  of  hii  vir 
tues,  who,  with  the  princess  his  tiieee,  were 
the  ornaments  of  his  court.  The  eldest  a( 
the  princes  was  called  Houssain,  ttie  fe- 
cond  Ali,  the  youngest  Ahmed,  and  the 
princess  his  niece  Nouronnihar.t 
The  princesNouronniliar  wastbeJaugb- 
terof  theyounger  brotherof  tbesultan.M 
whom  the  sultan  in  his  lifetime  allowed  a 
considerable  revenue.  But  that  prince  bad 
not  been  married  long  before  he  died,  and 


his  aaughlcr's  education,  and  brought  ho' 
up  in  his  palace  with  the  three  pruKC*: 
where  her  singular  beauty  and  penonaJ 
accomplishments,  joined  to  a  lively  wit  and 
irreproachable  virtue,  distinguished  her  *■ 
mnng  nil  the  princenes  of  hn-  time. 


n  Anbian  w«d  that  MgoiAes  "ikjiftl* 
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thinking  leriouflly  on  that  afiair,  when  he 

Esrceived  that  the  three  princes  his  eons 
vedherpaasionately.  He  was  very  much 
concerned,  but  his  ffrief  did  not  proceed 
fiom  a  consideration  that  their  paasion  pre- 
vented his  fbrminff  the  alliance  he  design- 
ed, but  the  difficulty  he  foresaw  to  make 
them  agree,  and  that  the  two  youngest 
should  consent  to  yield  her  up  to  their  elder 
brother.  He  ^ke  to  each  oi*  tliem  apart ; 
and  after  havmg  remonstrated  on  the  im- 
possibility of  one  princeas  being  the  wife  of 
three  persons,  ana  the  troubles  they  would 
create  if  they  persisted  in  their  paksion,  he 
did  all  he  could  to  persuade  them  to  abide 
by  a  dcclaratk>n  or  the  princess  in  favour 
of  one  of  them ;  or  to  desist  from  their  pre- 
tensions, and  to  think  of  other  matches, 
which  he  lefl  them  free  liberty  to  choose, 
and  suffer  her  to  be  married  to  a  foreign 
prince.  But  as  he  found  them  obstinate, 
he  sent  for  them  altogether,  and  said  to 
them,  Children,  since  tor  your  good  and 
quiet  I  have  not  hoen  able  to  persuade  you 
no  longer  to  aspire  to  marry  the  princess 
your  cousin ;  and  as  I  have  no  inclination 
to  make  use  of  my  authority,  to  give  her  to 
one  prefemble  bef()re  the  other  two,  I  fan- 
cy 1  have  thought  of  a  proper  expedient 
which  will  please  you  all,  and  preserve  the 
union  among  you,  if  you  will  but  hear  me, 
and  follow  my  advice.  I  tliiiik  it  would  not 
be  amias,  if  every  one  tm veiled  separately 
into  different  countries,  so  that  you  might 
not  meet  each  other:  and  as  you  know  I 
am  very  curioo?,  and  delight  ineverj'  thing 
that  is  rare  and  singular,  I  promise  my 
niece  in  marriage  to  him  that  shall  bring 
me  the  most  extraordinary  rarity ;  so  that 
as  chance  may  lead  you  to  form  vour  own 
judgment  of  the  singularity  of  the  tilings 
which  you  bring,  by  the  comparison  you 
make  of  them.^'ou  will  have  no  difficulty  to 
do  yourselves  justice  by  yielding  the  pre- 
ference to  him  who  has  deserved  it ;  and  for 
the  exi)ense  of  travelling,  I  will  give  each 
of  you  a  sum  agreeable  to  your  hirth,  and 
the  purchase  of  the  raritv  you  shall  go  in 
search  aAer ;  which  shall  not  be  laid  out  in 
an  equipage  and  attendants,  which  by  dis- 
covering who  you  are,  would  not  only  de- 
prive you  of  the  liberty  to  ac<iuit  yourselves 
of  the  inquiry  you  go  about,  but  prevent 
your  observing  tho9e  things  which  merit 
your  attention,  and  may  dg  most  uaeful 
to  you. 

As  the  three  princes  were  always  sub- 
mia^ive  and  obedient  to  the  sultairs  will, 
and  each  flattercii  himself  fortune  might 
prove  favourable  to  him,  and  give  him  the 
possession  of  the  princem  Nouronnihar, 
they  all  conscntcii  to  it.  The  sultan  gave 
them  the  money  he  promised  them;  and 
that  very  day  they  issued  orders  for  the 

{)rpparation8  for  their  travels,  and  took 
eave  of  the  ttultan,  that  they  might  be 
ready  to  set  out  early  next  morning.  They 
all  went  out  at  the  same  gate  oi  the  city, 


each  dressed  like  a  merchant,  attended  hf 
a  trusty  officer,  dressed  like  a  slave,  and  au 
well  mounted  and  equipped.  They  went 
the  first  day's  journey  together,  and  dept  at 
the  first  inn,  where  the  road  divided  into 
three  different  tracks.  At  night  when  thej 
were  at  supper  together,  mj  all  agreed 
to  travel  for  a  year,  and  to  make  that  inn 
their  rendezvous ;  and  that  the  firrt  that 
came  should  wait  for  the  rest ;  that  as  they 
had  all  three  taken  leave  together  of  the 
sultan,  they  might  all  return  together.  The 
next  morning  by  break  of  day,  aller  the^ 
had  embrac^  and  wished  each  other  reci- 
procally good  success,  thev  mounted  their 
horses,  and  took  each  a  dififerent  rood. 

Prince  Houssain,  the  eldest  brother,  who 
had  heard  wonders  of  the  extent,  strength, 
riches,  and  splendour  o^  the  kingdom  of 
Bisnagar,  bent  his  course  towards  the  Inr 
dian  coa«t ;  smd,  af\er  three  months'  travel- 
ling, joining  himself  to  diflerent  caraTam, 
sometimes  over  deserts  and  barren  moun- 
tains, and  sometimes  through  populous  and 
fertile  countries,  arrived  at  tiisnagar,  the 
capital  of  the  kingdom  of  that  name,  and 
the  residence  of  its  king.  He  lodged  at  a 
khan  appointed  for  foreign  merchants,  and 
having  learnt  that  there  were  four  principal 
divisrans  where  merchants  of  all  sorts  kept 
their  shops,  in  the  midst  of  whk^h  stood  the 
castle,  or  rather  the  king's  palace,  on  a 
large  extent  of  ground,  as  the  centre  of  the 
city,  and  surrounded  with  three  courts,  and 
each  gate  distant  two  leagues  from  the 
other,  ne  went  to  one  of  these  quarters  the 
next  day. 

Prince  Houssain  could  not  view  this  quar- 
ter without  admiration.  It  was  large,  and 
divided  into  several  streets,  all  vaulted 
and  shaded  from  the  sun,  and  3^  very  light. 
The  shops  were  all  of  the  same  size  and 
proportion ;  and  all  that  dealt  in  the  same 
sort  of  goods,  aa  well  as  all  the  artists^ 
lived  in  one  street 

The  multitude  of  shops  stocked  with  all 
kinds  of  merchandiseB,  such  as  the  finest 
linens  from  several  parts  of  India,  some 
paintecl  in  the  most  lively  cokmrs^aod 
representing  men.  landscapes^  ^''^^  ^^ 
flowers ;  silks  and  brocades,  from  Persiat 
China,  and  other  places;  porcelain  from 
Japan  and  China ;  foot  carpets  of  all  sizes; 
surprised  him  so  much,  that  he  knew  not 
how  to  believe  his  own  eyes ;  but  when  he 
came  to  the  shops  of  the  goldsmiths  and 
jewellers,  (for  those  two  trades  were  exer* 
cised  bv  the  same  merchanti,)  he  was  in  a 
kind  of  ecstasy,  to  behold  such  prodigious 
quantities  of  wrought  gold  and  silver,  and 
was  dazzled  by  the  lustre  of  the  pearls,  dia- 
monds, rubies,  emeralds,  another  Dreck>ufl 
stones  exposed  to  sale.  But  if  ne  was 
amazed  at  seeing  so  many  riches  in  one 
place,  he  was  much  more  surprised  whea 
he  came  to  judce  of  the  wealth  of  the 
whole  kingdcmif  by  considering,  that  ex- 
cept the  bramios,  and  mifusters  of  the  idol%i 
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who  proiesB  a  life  retired  from  worldly 
vanity)  there  was  not  an  Indian  man  or 
woman,  through  the  extent  of  that  king- 
dom, but  wore  necklaces,  bracelets,  and 
ornaments  about  their  leg^  and  feet,  made 
of  pearls,  and  other  precious  stones,  which 
appeared  with  the  greater  lustre,  as  they 
were  blacltf^  which  cobur  admirably  set 
off  their  brilliancy. 

Another  thing  prince  HousBain  particu- 
larly admired,  was  the  ^reat  number  of  rose 
tellers,  who  crowded  the  streets ;  for  the 
Indians  are  so  great  k)vers  of  that  flower, 
that  not  one  will  stir  without  a  nosegay  of 
them  in  his  hand,  or  a  garland  of  them  on 
his  head ;  smd  the  merchants  keep  them  in 
pots  in  'the  shops,  so  that  the  air  of  the 
whole  quarter,  however  large,  is  perfectly 
perfumed. 

Alter  prince  Houssain  had  run  through 
that  quarter,  street  by  street,  his  thoughts 
flilly  empk>yed  on  the  riches  he  had  seen, 
he  was  very  much  tired;  which  a  merchant 
perceiving,  civilly  invited  him  to  sit  down 
m  his  shop.  He  accepted  his  o^r ;  but 
had  not  been  seated  long  before  he  saw  a 
crier  pass  by  with  a  piece  of  carpet  on  his 
arm,  about  six  feet  square,  and  cry  it  at 
thirty  purees.  The  prince  called  to  the 
crier,  and  asked  to  see  the  C€U'|)eting,  which 
seemed  to  him  to  be  valued  at  an  exorbit- 
ant price,  not  only  for  the  size  of  it,  but  the 
meanness  of  the  stuff.  When  he  had  ex- 
amined it  well,  he  told  the  crier,  that  he 
could  not  comprehend  how  so  small  a  piece 
of  carpeting,  and  of  so  indifferent  an  aj)- 
pearance,  couKi  be  set  at  so  high  a  price. 

The  cner,  who  took  him  for  a  merchant, 
replied.  Sir,  if  this  price  seems  so  extra- 
vagant to  you,  your  amazement  will  be 
greater  when  I  tell  you  I  have  orders  to 
raise  it  to  forty  purees,  and  not  to  part 
with  it  under.  Certainly,  answered  pnnce 
Houssain,  it  must  have  something  very  ex- 
traordinary in  it,  which  I  know  nothing  of. 
You  have  guessed  it,  sir,  replied  the  crier, 
and  will  own  it  when  you  come  to  know, 
that  whoever  sits  on  this  piece  of  carpeting 
may  be  transported  in  an  instant  wherever 
he  desii-es  to  be,  without  being  Btop|)ed  by 
any  obstacle.* 

*Tbis  circumstance  has  been  also  brought  into 
Europe,  and  copied  by  the  Normans.  Duke 
Richard,  sumamed  "  Richard  inns  peur,"  walk- 
ing one  evening  in  the  forest  of  Moulineaux 
near  one  of  his  castles,  on  the  banks  of  the 
Seine,  with  his  courtiers,  bearing  a  prodijgious 
noiie  coming  towards  him,  sent  one  of  his  es- 
quires to  know  what  was  the  matter,  who  brought 
him  word,  that  it  was  a  company  of  people  un- 
der a  leader  or  khig.  Riclianl,  with  five  bun- 
dled of  his  bravest  Norman,  went  out  to  see  a 
sight  which  the  peasants  were  so  accustomed  to 
that  they  viewou  it  two  or  three  times  a  week 
without  fear.  The  sight  of  the  troop,  preceded 
by  two  men  who  spread  a  cloth  on  the  groimd, 
*   all  the  Normans  run  away,  and  leave  the 


At  this  discourse  of  the  crier,  the  prmee 

of  the  Indies,  considering  that  the  principal 
motive  of  his  travel  was  to  carry  Ine  sultan 
his  father  home  some  singular  rarity, 
thought  that  he  could  not  meet  with  any 
which  would  s'lve  more satiifaction.  If  tM 
carpeting,  said  he  to  the  crier,  has  the  vir- 
tue you  assign  it,  I  shall  not  think  it  too 
much ;  but  Miall  make  you  a  present  be- 
sides. Sir,  replied  the  cner,  I  have  told  yoa 
the  truth ;  and  it  will  be  an  easy  matter  to 
convince  you  of  it.  as  soon  as  yoa  have 
made  the  bargain  for  forty  purses,  on  con- 
dition I  show  you  the  experiment  Bat  as 
I  suppose  you  have  not  so  much  with  yoa, 
and  to  receive  them  I  must  go  with  you  to 
the  khan  where  you  lodge,  with  the  leave 
of  the  master  of  the  shop,  we  will  go  into 
the  back  shop,  and  I  will  spread  the  carpet- 
ing ;  and  when  we  have  both  iat  down, 
and  you  have  formed  the  wish  to  be  trans- 
ported into  your  apartment  at  the  khan, 
if  we  are  not  transported  thither  it  shall  be 
no  bargain,  and  you  shall  be  at  yoar  hber- 
ty.  As  to  your  present,  as  I  am  paid  ibr 
my  trouble  by  the  seller,  I  shall  receive  it 
as  a  favour,  and  be  very  much  obliged  to 
you  for  it. 

On  the  creditof  the  crier,  the  prince  ac- 
cepted the  conditions,  ana  concluded  the 
bargain ;  and  having  obtained  the  master^ 
leave,  they  went  into  his  back-shop :  they 
both  sat  aown  on  the  carpeting  ^  and  as 
soon  as  the  prince  formed  liis  wish  to  be 
transported  into  his  apartment  at  the  khan, 
he  presently  found  himself  and  the  crier 
there  in  the  same '  situation ;  and  as  he 
wanted  not  a  more  sufRcient  proof  of  the 
virtue  of  the  carpeting,  he  cotmted  to  the 
crier  forty  purses  of  gold,  and  gave  him 
twenty  i)ieces  for  himself. 

In  this  manner  prince  Houssain  became 
the  possessor  of  the  carpetin^j  and  was 
overjoyed  that  at  his  arrival  at  Bisnagar  he 
had  found  so  rare  a  piece,  which  te  ncrcr 
doubted  would  gain  the  possession  of  Noo- 
ronnihar.  In  short,  he  looked  upon  it  as  an 
impossible  thing  for  the  princes,  nis  younger 
brotliers,  to  meet  with  any  thing  to  be  com- 
pared with  it     It  was  in  his  power,  by 

duke  alone.  He  saw  the  strangers  form  them- 
selves into  a  circle  on  the  doth,  and  on  sakinif 
who  they  were,  was  told,  they  were  the  spirits 
of  Charles  V.  king  of  France  and  his  servants, 
condemned  to  expiate  their  sins  by  fightinc 
all  night  against  the  wicked  and  the  damDHL 
Richard  desired  to  be  of  their  (Nirty,  and  receiv- 
ing a  strict  charge  not  to  quit  the  doth,  was 
conveyed  with  them  to  mount  Sinai,  wbov 
leaving  them  without  quitting  the  doth,  he  wud 
his  prayers  in  the  church  of  SL  CalberiDr's  sb> 
bey  there,  while  they  were  fighting,  and  retime 
ed  with  them.  In  proof  of  the  truth  of  tlai 
stor)',  he  brought  back  half  the  wedding-iiqg  d' 
a  knight  in  that  convent,  whose  wife,  aflir  bx 
years,  concluded  him  dead,  and  was  goiBg  tn 
take  a  second  husband. 
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iitting  on  thin  carpeting:,  to  be  at  the  place 
ot'  rendezvous  that  very  day;  but  as  he 
was  obliged  to  stav  there  (or  his  brothers, 
as  they  had  a^reeti,  and  as  he  was  curious 
to  see  the  kink  ot*  Bisnaffar  and  his  court, 
cmd  to  inform  nimselfof  the  strength,  laws, 
customs,  and  religion  of  the  kingdom,  he 
chose  to  make  a  ton^r  abode  there,  and 
to  spend  some  montlu  in  satislying  his  cu- 
riosity. 

It  was  a  custom  of  the  king  of  Bisnasar 
to  give  ali  strange  merchants  access  to  nis 
person  once  a  week  ;  and  by  that  title 
prince  Houssain,  who  would  not  be  known, 
■aw  him  otlten:  and  as  this  prince  was 
handsome,  witty,  and  extremely  polite,  he 
easily  distinguished  himself  among  the 
merchants,  and  was  preferred  betbre  them 
all  by  the  sultan,  who  addressed  himself  to 
him,  to  be  informed  of  the  person  of  the 
sultan  of  the  Indies,  and  of  the  government, 
strength,  and  riches  of  his  dominions. 

The  rest  of  his  time  the  prince  spent  in 
seeing  what  was  most  remarkable  m  and 
about  the  city;  and  among  those  things 
which  were  most  worthy  of  admiratk>n,  he 
visited  a  temple  of  idols,  remarkable  for 
being  built  all  of  brass.  It  was  ten  cubits 
square,  and  fifteen  high ;  and  the  greatest 
ornament  to  it  was  an  idol  of  the  height  of 
a  man,  of  masB)^  sold ;  its  eyes  were  two 
rubies,  set  so  arti&ialiv,  that  it  seemed  to 
look  at  those  who  looked  at  it,  on  which 
side  soever  they  turned :  besides  this,  there 
was  another  not  less  curious,  in  a  village, 
in  the  midst  of  a  plain  of  about  ten  acres, 
which  was  a  delicious  garden  full  of  roses 
and  the  choicest  flowers,  surrounded  with 
a  small  wall  breast  hiffh,  to  keep  the  cattle 
out.  In  the  midst  of  this  plain  was  raised 
a  terrace,  a  man's  height,  so  nicely  paved, 
that  the  whole  pavement  seemed  to  be  but 
one  single  stone.  A  temple  was  erected 
in  the  middle  of  this  terrace,  with  a  dome 
about  fifly  cubits  high,  whic^  might  be 
seen  for  several  lecigues  round.  It  was 
thirty  cubits  long,  and  twenty  broad^  built 
of  red  marble,  liignlv  polished.  The  inside 
of  the  dome  was  adorned  with  three  rows 
of  fine  paintings,  in  good  taste ;  and  there 
was  not  a  place  in  Uie  whole  temple  but 
what  was  embellished  with  paintings, 
basso  relievos,  and  figures  of  idols  from  top 
to  bottom. 

Every  night  and  morning  there  were 
superstitious  ceremonies  performed  in  this 
temple,  which  were  alwavs  succeeded  by 
sports^  concerts  of*  music,  (lancing,  singing, 
and  feasts.  The  ministers  of  the  temple, 
and  the  inhabitants  of  the  place,  had  no- 
thing to  subsist  on  but  the  offerings  of  pil- 
^ms,  who  came  in  crowds  from  the  most 
distant  parts  of  the  kingdom  to  perform 
their  vows. 

Prince  Houssain  was  also  spectator  of  a 
solemn  feast,  which  was  celdbrated  every 
year  at  the  court  of  Bisnagar,  at  which  all 
the  governors  of  provinces,  commanders  of 


fortified  places,  all  governors  and  iudges 
of  towns,  and  the  bramins  most  cel^raied 
for  their  learning,  were  obliged  to  be  pro- 
sent  ;  and  some  lived  so  far  off!  that  they 
were  four  months  in  coming.  This  assem- 
bly, composed  of  such  innumerable  multi- 
tudes of  Indians,  met  in  a  plain  of  vast 
extent,  was  a  glorious  sj^ht,  as  far  as  the 
eye  could  reach.  In  the  centre  of  this 
plain  was  a  square  of  ^reat  length  and 
breadth,  closed  on  one  side  by  a  large  scaf* 
folding  of  nine  stories,  supported  by  forty 
pillani.  raised  lor  the  king  and  his  court, 
and  those  strangers  he  admitted  to  audi- 
ence once  a  week ;  within  it  was  adorned 
and  furnished  magnificently ;  and  on  the 
outside  were  painted  fine  landscapes, 
wherein  all  sorts  of  beasts,  birds,  and  in- 
sects, even  flies  and  gnats,  were  drawn 
very  naturally.  Other  scafiblds  of  at  least 
four  or  five  stories,  and  painted  almost  aH 
alike,  formed  the  other  three  sides.  But 
what  was  more  particular  in  these  scafibldi^ 
they  could  turn  them,  and  make  them 
change  their  situation  and  decorations  eveiy 
hour. 

On  each  side  of  the  square,  at  some  little 
distance  from  each  other,  were  ranged  lOOi 
elephants,  sumptuously  harnessed,  and 
each  having  uoon  his  back  a  square  wooden 
castle,  finely  gilt,  in  which  were  musicians 
and  stage-players.  The  trunks,  ears,  and 
bodies  of  these  elephants  were  painted  with 
cinnabar  and  other  colours,  representing 
grotesque  figures. 

But  what  prince  Houssain  most  of  all 
admired,  as  a  proof*of  the  industry,  addrev, 
and  inventive  genius  of  the  Indians,  was  to 
see  the  largest  of  these  elephants  stand 
with  his  four  feet  on  a  post  fixed  into  the 
earth,  and  standing  out  of  it  above  two  feet, 
playing  and  beating  time  with  his  trunk  to 
the  musk^.  Besides  this,  he  admired  ano- 
ther elephant  as  big  as  this,  set  unon  a 
board,  which  was  laid  across  a  strong  beam 
about  ten  feet  high,  with  a  great  weight 
at  the  other  end^  whkh  balanced  him, 
while  he  kept  time,  by  the  motk)ns  of  Ym 
body  and  trunk,  with  the  music,  as  well  aa 
tlie  other  elephant  The  Indians,  aflw 
having  liistened  on  the  counterpoise,  had 
drawn  the  other  end  of  the  boara  down  to 
the  ground,  and  made  the  elephant  get 
upon  it. 

Prince  Houssain  might  have  made  a 
longer  stay  in  the  kingdom  and  court  of 
Bisnagar,  where  he  would  have  been 
agreeably  diverted  by  a  great  variety  of 
other  wonders,  till  the  last  day  of  the  year. 
whereon  he  emd  his  brothers  had  ajppomted 
to  meet.  But  he  was  so  well  satianed  with 
what  he  had  seen,  and  hk  thoughts  ran  to 
much  upon  the  object  of  hk  love,  that  after 
his  good  success  m  meeting  with  this  car* 
peting,  the  beauty  and  charms  ol'  the  prin- 
cesB  Nouronnihar  increased  every  day  the 
vk)lence  of  his  paanon,  and  he  fancied  ho 
should  be  the  more  eaqrand  ha|i|^the 
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nearer  he  was  to  her.  Afler  he  had  satia- 
fied  the  master  of  the  khan  for  his  ap|art- 
ment,  and  told  him  the  hour  when  he  might 
come  for  the  key,  without  telimg  him  how 
he  should  go,  he  shut  the  door,  put  the  key 
on  the  outSuie,  and  spreading  the  carpet- 
ing, he  and  the  officer  he  had  Drought  with 
him  sat  down  on  it,  and  as  soon  as  he  had 
formed  his  wish,  were  transported  to  tlie 
inn  at  which  he  and  his  brothers  were  to 
meet,  and  where  he  passed  lor  a  merchant 
till  they  came. 

Prince  Ali,  prince  Houssain's  second  bro- 
I  then  who  designed  to  travel  into  Persia,  in 
conformity  to  the  intention  of  the  sultan  of 
the  Indi«,took  tliat  road,  having  three 
days  after  he  parted  with  his  brothers  join- 
ed a  ccuavan ;  and  ailer  four  montlis  tra- 
Tailing,  arrived  at  Schiraz,  which  was  then 
the  capital  of  the  kingdom  of  Persia ;  and 
having  in  the  way  contracted  a  friendship 
with  some  merchants,  pafeed  for  a  jeweller, 
and  lodged  in  the  same  khan  with  them. 

The  next  morning,  while  the  merchants 
opened  their  bates  of^  merchandises,  prince 
Ali.  who  travelled  only  for  his  pleasure,  and 
had  brought  nothing  but  necessaries  with 
him.  afler  he  had  dressed  himself,  took  a 
walk  into  that  quarter  oC  the  town  where 
they  sold  preckxis  stones,  sold  and.  silver 
works,  brocades,  silks,  fine  Imens,  and  other 
choice  and  valuable  merchandises,  and 
which  was  at  Schiraz  called  the  bezestein. 
It  was  a  spacious  and  well-built  place, 
arched  over,  and  the  arches  sunported  by 
large  pillars,  round  which,  as  well  as  along 
the  walls,  within  and  without,  were  shops. 
Prince  Ali  soon  rambled  through  the  be- 
zestein, and  with  admiration  judged  of  the 
riches  of  the  place  by  the  prodigious  quan- 
tTties  of  the  most  precious  merchandises 
that  were  there  exposed  to  view. 

But  among  all  the  criers  who  passed 
backwards  and  forwards  with  several  sorts 
of  goods,  oflering  to  sell  them,  he  was  not 
a  httle  surprised  to  see  one  who  held  in  his 
hand  an  ivory  tube,  of  about  a  foot  in 
length,  and  about  an  inch  thick,  and  cried 
it  at  thirtv  purses.  At  first  he  thought  the 
crier  mad.  and  to  inform  himself,  went  to  a 
■hop,  and  said  to  the  merchant,  who  stood 
at  the  door.  Pray,  sir,  is  not  that  man 
(pointing  to  the  crier,  who  cried  the  ivory 
tube  at  thirty  purses)  mad  ?  If  he  is  not, 
1  am  very  much  deceived.  Indeed,  sir, 
answered  the  merchant  he  was  in  his  right 
senses  yesterday ;  and  I  can  assure  you  he 
IB  one  of  the  ablest  criers  we  have,  and  the 
most  employed  of  any,  as  being  to  be  con- 
fided in,  when  any  thing  valuable  is  to  be 
•old;  and,  if  he  cries  the  ivory  tube  at 
thirty  purses,  it  must  be  worth  as  much,  or 
more,  on  pome  account  or  other  which  does 
not  appear.  He  will  come  by  presently, 
and  we  will  call  him,  and  you  shall  saUefy 
yourself:  in  the  mean  time,  sit  down  on  my 
■ofa,  and  rest  youiBclf. 

Prince  Ali  accepted  of  the  merchant's 


obliging  ofier,  andpresentlyaAerwardtthe 
crier  passed  by.  The  merchant  called  hini 
by  his  name :  and,  pointing  to  the  priince 
said  to  him.  Tell  that  gentlenuUL  who  ask- 
ed me  if  you  were  in  your  ri^ht  wexmcB, 
what  you  mean  by  crying  that  imy  tube, 
which  seems  not  to  be  worth  much,  at 
thirty  purses.  I  should  be  very  much 
amazed  myself,  if  I  did  not  know  tou  wm 
a  sensible  man.  The  crier,  addreHing 
himself  to  prince  Ali,  said,  Sir,^pa  are  not 
the  only  person  that  takes  me  tor  a  mad- 
man on  th^  account  of  this  tube :  you  ■h^lf 
judge  yourself  whether  I  am  or  no,  when  1 
have  told  you  its  property ;  and  I  hope  yoa 
will  value  it  at  as  high  a  price  as  than  1 
have  showed  it  to  already,  who  had  m  bad 
an  opinion  of  me  as  you  have. 

First,  sir,  pursued  the  crier,  pi^wmrug 
the  ivory  tube  to  the  prince,  observe,  that 
this  tube  is  furnished  with  a  glass  at  both 
ends ;  and  consider,  that,  by  locucinff  thiongb 
one  of  them,  you  see  whatever  Miject  you 
wish  to  behold.  1  am,  said  the  prince, 
ready  to  make  you  all  proper  reparation  fir 
the  scandal  I  have  thrown  on  yoa,  if  yoo 
will  make  the  truth  of  what  jwi  advance 
appear ;  and,  as  he  had  the  ivory  tobe  io 
his  tumd,  after  he  had  kwked  at  the  two 
glasses,  he  said.  Show  me  at  which  of  these 
ends  I  must  look,  that  I  may  be  atiified. 
The  crier  presently  showed  him ;  and  ht 
looked  through,  wishing,  at  the  same  time^ 
to  see  the  sultan  his  fatl^r,  whom  he  imme* 
diately  beheld  in  perfect  health,  sitting  on 
his  throne,  in  the  midst  of  his  council.  Af- 
terwards, as  there  was  nothing  in  the  world 
so  dear  to  him,  afler  the  saltan,  as  the  prin- 
cess Nouronnihar,  he  wished  to  see  her; 
and  saw  her  sitting  at  her  toilet,  laughing, 
and  in  a  pleasant  humour,  with  her  women 
about  her.* 

*  From  such  a  story  as  this  was  piobablT  bor- 
rowed the  strantre  knight's  *  Mirror  of  Gba,* 
mentioned  by  Chaucer  in  the  Squire's  Tak, 
brought  with  the  Indian  with  the  wondrrfbl 
horse.  The  \irtue8  of  that  mirror  werf>,  that 
men  might  sec  when  any  adversity  befeU  the 
kingdom  or  the  king,  and  who  is  a  frimd,  or 
foe ;  and  any  lady  might  see  if  the  object  of  her 
love  were  false.  Tliis  mirror  was  cairwi  op 
into  the  principal  tower,  and  there  fixed  Ibr  use. 
Such  an  one  Gower  ascribes  to  Virgil,  who  «t 
it  upon  a  marble  pillar  at  Home  ibr  aimUar  par- 
posett ;  and  with  Uiis  corresponds  IVIerlin's  Gbs- 
sie  Mirror,  in  Spenser,  F.  Q.  ii.  24,  and  thr 
globe  shown  to  de  Gama  in  the  Laaiad.  War- 
ton's  History  of  English  Poetry,  L  406^  407. 

Such  a  mirror  is  said  by  the  oriental  writm 
to  have  been  possessed  by  Giamachid,  one  ti 
their  kings,  by  which  he  and  his  people  knew 
natural  and  supernatural  things.  (Herbeiol  ii 
voce.)  Our  great  countryman,  Roger  Bacon,  n 
his  '  Opus  Majus,'  a  work  entirely  foonM  oo 
the  Aristotelian  and  Arabian  Philonoph j.  de^ 
scribes  a  variety  of  specula,  and  explains  theit 
construction  and  uses.    TIub  is  the  most  can 
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Prince  AH  wantod  no  other  proof  to  per- 
■nade  him  that  this  tube  was  the  most  va- 
iuahle  thins,  not  only  in  the  city  ol'  Srhiruz, 
but  in  nil  me  worltl;  and  beiicvetl  that,  if 
be  thoiiM  iie^lept  to  purchase  it,  he  shouKI 
never  meet  ii^iiin  with  such  aiK)ther  rarity. 
He  (mill  lo  thie  crier,  I  ani  very  mrry  tiiat  1 
■hould  luive  entertained  to  bad  an  opinion 
of  you.  but  hope  to  make  you  anienda  by 
buving  tfie  tune,  Ibr  I  eihould  be  worry  ifany 
body  else  had  it:  en  tell  me  the  lowest 
price  the  aeller  has  fixed  u|X)n  it;  and  do 
not  ffive  youmelf  any  lartiier  trouble  to 
hawK  it  Hbout,  but  ^o  with  me, and  I  will 
nay  you  the  monev.  Tlie  crier  aGBiiiCLi 
bini,  with  an  oath,  tli:it  hi^;  liuit  orders  were 
to  take  no  lew  than  tbrty  purne:*;  and,  if  he 
dii'puted  the  truth  of  what  he  »iid^.  he 
would  carry  him  to  hid  employer.  The 
prince  beiievcil  him,  took  him  willi  him  to 
the  khan  where  he  lodi^ed.told  him  out  the 
money,  and  rcccive<l  the  tuiie. 

Friiioe  Ali  was  overjoyeil  at  his  bargain : 
and  nersuadett  himi«lf  that,  as  his  brothers 
would  iKA  be  able  to  meet  with  any  thing 
•0  pfire  and  admirable,  the  princew  Nou- 
ronnihar  would  bt'  tlie  rer«m|)en8C  of  hin 
fatiifue  ami  tiouble.  He  thought  nowoi' 
only  vi«itin^  the  couit  of  Pervia  incognito, 
and  iM'eini^  whatever  wud  curious  in  and 
about  Schimz,  tdl  thu  canivan  with  which 
be  came  returned  back  to  the  Indies.  He 
bad  satisiied  his  curioiiiiy,  when  the  cam- 
van  was  ready  to  eet  out  The  prince 
joiiietl  iheiu,  and  arrived  happily  without 
any  accident  or  trouble,  otlicrwiiie  than  the 
ieriiTth  ol'  the  journey  and  tatiirue  of  tra- 
vel limr,  at  the  Hiice  of  rendezvoa-*,  where 
he  tbund  i)riiH*e  HoiMsain,  and  both  waited 
ibr  pi'iiM:e  Ahmed. 

Prince  Ahnietl  look  the  road  of  Samar- 
cande ;  and  the  next  day  aller  his  arrival 
there,  went  as  his  binthens  had  done,  into 
the  beztinein ;  where  he  liad  not  walked 
long,  but  lie  iienrd  a  crier,  wIk)  hail  an  aiti- 
ficiid  apple  in  hw  hand,  cry  it  at  Hvc-and- 
Uiii'ty  purM's.  He  stopiied  the  crier,  and 
•aid  to  nim,  Let  me  ^^ee  that  apple,  and  tell 
me  whnt  virtue  or  ex iraonlinary  property  it 
has.  to  Iks  valued  at  eo  high  a  rate,  oir, 
■aiil  the  crier,  giving  it  into  his  hand,  if  you 
look  at  the  outiiidc  of  the  apple,  it  is  very 
inconsidrndde ;  but  if  you  consider  its  pro- 
lierties,  virtues,  and  the  great  use. and  bene- 
fit it  18  of  to  mankind,  you  will  say  it  is 

ous  and  eitnordiiiary  part  of  Bscon*t  book, 
written  ntout  i27Ul  Hi«  Optic  Tube,  in  which 
he  unHendird  to  mr  future  vvonta,  was  fiunous 
in  hi.4  tiino,  and  kmg  afterwanis,  and  chiefly 
contributed  to  give  him  the  name  of  a  magician. 
He  aMcrttf  that '  all  thiogH  are  known  by  per- 
spocti^'e.'  Amirror  in  the  beatlofamoQatrous 
fowl  aboweil  tlie  .Merican*  their  ftituie  invtdeia 
the  Spaniaidsi  and  C  Agrippa,  in  such  a  mir- 
ror, anowfld  ihr  carl  of  S^urrcy,  CieiaUine  sick 
•■  a  ooorh.    Waiton,  ib, 
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invaluable,  and  it  hi  oertua  that  he  who 
poeBer«ei>  it,  is  master  of  a  great  treasure. 
It  cures  all  skk  persons  ol'  the  most  mortal 
dLscaiJ«s,  whether  fever,  pleurisy,  plaeue, 
or  other  malignant  diKtempers ;  anu^  if  the 
patient  is  dving,  it  will  recover  hiro  imnM- 
diaiely^  and  restore  him  to  perfect  health : 
and  this  is  done  alter  the  easiest  manner  in 
the  world,  merely  by  the  ixitient*s  smelling 
to  the  apple. 

If  one  may  believe  you,  replied  prince 
Ahmed,  the  virtues  of  this  apple  are  won- 
derful, and  it  is  indee<l  invaluable:  but 
what  ground  has  a  plain  man  like  myself] 
who  may  wit'h  to  become  the  purchaser,  to 
Im!  persuaded  that  there  is  no  disguise  nor 
exaggeration  in  the  hi^ti  praives  you  be- 
stow' on  it.  Sir,  replied  the  crier,  the  thing 
is  known  and  avxsrred  by  the  whole  cit>[  6t 
Samarcande ;  but,  without  going  any  far- 
ther, ask  all  these  merchants  you  see  herei 
and  hear  what  they  say;  you  will  find 
several  of  them  will  tell  you,  they  had  not 
been  alive  this  day  if  thev  had  not  made 
use  of  this  excellent  remedy :  and,  that  /ou 
may  the  better  comprehend  what  it  is,  I 
must  tell  >'ou,  it  is  the  fuitof  the  study  and 
experieitcc  of  a  celebrated  philosopher  of 
this  city,  who  applied  himi>elf  all  hie  life* 
time  to  tlie  knowledge  of  the  virtues  of 
plants  and  minerals,  and  at  last  attained  to 
this  comixwition,  by  whk:h  he  performed 
such  surprising  cur&i  in  this  city  as  will 
never  he  tbrgottcn ;  but  died  suddenly  him- 
self, betbre  hecould  apply  his  own  sovereign 
remedy,  and  letl  his  wit'e  and  a  great  man? 
young  childi-en  behind  him  in  very  indil- 
lerent  circumstances ;  who,  to  support  her 
tiimily,  and  provide  ibr  her  cliildren,  hat 
resolve  I  to  i^HI  iu 

While  the  crier  was  telling  prince  Ahmed 
the  virtues  of  the  arti^inl  a|)ptc,  a  gieat 
many  persons  came  aAut  tliem,  anucon* 
firmed  what  he  said ;  and  one  among  ttie 
rest  said  he  had  a  friend  dangerously  ill, 
whow  life  was  despaired  of,  whidi  was  a 
favourable  opportunity  to  show  prince 
Ahmed  the  experiment.  U|x>n  which  prince 
Ah  moil  tokl  the  crier,  he  vmold  give  him 
Ibrty  punKs  if  he  cured  tlie  sick  pemn  by 
smelling  to  it. 

The  crier,  who  had  orders  to  neli  it  at 
that  prke,  said  to  prince  Ahmed,  ConieL 
sir,  let  us  go  and  make  the  experiment,  ana 
the  apple  shall  be  yours;  and  I  saythit 
with  the  [greater  confidence,  as  it  is  an  un- 
<k)ut>ted  hict  that  it  will  always  have  the 
same  effect  as  it  already  has  had  u  often 
as  it  has  been  employed  to  recover  from 
death  so  many  sick  persons  whose  life  was 
despaired  of  In  short,  the  experiment 
succeeded;  and  the  prince,  ailer  he  had 
counted  out  to  the  crier  forty  purRSs,  and 
the  other  had  delivered  the  ap])le  to  him, 
waited  with  the  greatest  unpetience  Ibr  the 
first  caravan  that  sliould  return  to  the  In- 
dies.   In  the  nmui  time  he  saw  all  that 
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was  conooB  at  and  about  Samarcande,  and 
principall3r  the  valley  of  Sogcla  *  to  called 
from  the  river  which  waters  it,  and  is  reck- 
oned by  the  Arabians  to  be  one  of  the  four 
paradises  of  the  world,  for  the  beauty  of  itn 
fields  and  ^ardens^  and  the  tine  palaces, 
and  for  its  fertility  m  fruit  of  all  sorts,  and 
all  the  other  pleasures  enjoyed  there  in  the 
fine  seanon. 

At  liist  prince  Ahmed  joined  himself  to 
the  first  caravan  that  returned  to  the  Indies, 
ai^d,  notwithstiindin^  the  inevit}ibie  incon- 
veniences of  so  long  a  journey,  arrived  in 
SHect  health  at  the  inn  where  the  princes 
nufMiin  and  Ali  waited  tor  him. 

Prince  Ali,  who  came  there  some  time 
before  prince  Ahmed,  asked  prince  Hous- 
sain,  who  got  thither  the  first,  how  lot  iff  he 
had  been  there ;  who  told  him,  three 
months:  to  which  he  replied,  Then  cer- 
tainly you  have  not  been  very  far.  I  will 
tell  you  nothin^r  now,  said  prince  Hbussain. 
where  I  have  been,  but  only  afsure  you  I 
was  above  three  months  travel linflr  to  the 
place  I  went  to.  Dut  then,  replied  princ>e 
Ali,  you  made  a  short  stay  there.  Indeed, 
brother,  said  prince  Houasain,  you  are  mis- 
taken :  I  resided  at  one  place  above  four  or 
five  montlis,  and  might  have  stayed  longer. 
Unless  you  flew  back,  replied  prince  Ali 
again,  i  cannot  comprehend  how  you  can 
have  been  three  months  here,  as  you  would 
make  me  believe. 

I  tell  you  the  truth,  added  prince  Hous- 
sain,  and  it  is  a  riddle  which  I  shall  not  ex- 
plain to  you  till  our  brother  Ahmed  comes : 
when'  I  will  let  you  know  what  rarity  I 
have  brought  home  from  my  travels.  For 
your  part,  I  know  not  what  you  have  ffoi, 
but  believe  it  to  be  Rome  trifle,  because  I  do 
not  nerceive  that  your  baggage  is  incrciised. 
And  pray  what  have  you  brought  ?  replied 
prince  Ali ;  ibr  I  An  see  nothing  but  an 
onlinary  piece  of  carpeting,  with  which 

rou  cover  your  sofa,  and  tlierelbre  I  think 
may  return  your  raillery;  and,  as  you 
teem  to  make  what  you  brought  a  secret, 
you  cannot  take  it  amif^sthat  fdothesame 
with  respect  to  what  I  have  brought. 
I  look  upon  tlie  rarity  I  liave  purchased, 

*  *  Sogd  Semarcand,'  or  the  plain  of  Samar- 
cand,  is  on  the  nurth  side  of  that  city,  and  from 
H  Ibe  province  called  by  the  ancient8  '  Sogdiana* 
took  its  name.  The  oriental  writers  aay,  that 
this  plain  or  valley  is  one  of  the  four  paradises 
or  most  delightful  places  in  the  woild,  as  well 
sa  the  plain  and  valley  of  Damascus,  which  is 
called  'Gauthah.*  They  mske  it  eight  days 
journey  in  extent ;  and  it  is  covered  on  every 
side  with  ganlens  full  of  fruit  of  admirable 
beauty  and  variety,  or  corn-fields  and  pastures 
e\'er  green,  the  soil  bring  watered  by  springs 
and  rivulets  iiwuing  from  a  large  and  principal 
river  called  *  Cai,*  running  through  the  middle 
ii  the  plain.  A  number  of  populous  towns 
and  viUagoii  full  of  industrious  cultxvaton  of 
•bs  aoU,  over^spiMd  this  rich  valley. — Herbelot 


replied  prince  HouBRiin,  to  ezeel  all  oCbera 
whatever,  and  should  not  moke  any  dilB- 
culty  to  show  it  you,  and  make  yrni  a^i«e 
that  it  is  80,  and  at  the  lanie  time  telJ  jou 
how  I  came  by  it,  without  being  in  the  lease 
apprehensive  tliat  that  which  yoa  havegol 
is  to  be  preferred  to  it.  But  it  ■  proper 
that  we  should  stay  till  unr  brother  Ahmed 
arrive^l,  that  we  may  all  oonuuanicate  our 
good  fortune  to  each  other. 

Prince  Ali  would  not  enter  into  a  dispute 
with  prince  Hoiusain  on  tlie  preference  he 
gave  his  rarity,  but  was  eatisified  and  per- 
suaded, that,  if  his  perspective  ^lav  wai 
not  preferable,  it  was  imixxeible  it  should 
be  interior  to  it :  and  there  tore  afreet)  to 
stay  till  prince  Ahmed  arrived,  to  produce 
his  purchase. 

When  prince  Ahmed  came  to  hiibrotheni, 
and  they  had  embraced  with  lendemeH, 
and  complimented  each  other  on  the  hap- 
piness of  meeting  together  at  the  same 
place  they  set  out  from,  prince  Houmin, 
as  the  elder  brother,  assumed  the  diKoune, 
and  said  to  them,  Brothers,  we  shall  have 
timeenough  hereafler  to  entertain  ounelvn 
with  the  particulara  of  our  travels ;  let  m 
come  to  that  whkrh  is  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance for  us  to  know ;  and,  as  I  do  not 
doubt  you  remember  the  principal  motive 
which  engaged  us  to  travel^  let  us  not  con- 
ceal from  each  other  the  ctmoritiev  we  have 
brought  liome,  but  show  them,  that  we 
may  do  ourselves  justkse  beforehand,  and 
see  to  which  of  us  the  sultan  our  lather 
may  give  tlie  preference. 

To  set  the  example,  continued  prinee 
Houssiiin,  I  will  tell  you  that  the  rarity 
which  I  have  brought  from  my  travels  to 
the  kingdom  of  Bisnagar,  is  the  carpeting 
on  which  I  sit,  which  looks  but  onfinvy, 
and  makes  no  show ;  but,  when  I  hare  de- 
clared its  virtu(«  to  you,  you  will  be  struck 
with  adniiration,  and  wilfconfbsa  you  never 
heard  of  any  thing  like  it.  In  shorti  who- 
ever sits  on  It,  as  we  do,  and  desires  to  be 
transported  to  any  place,  be  it  ever  m  far 
off,  is  immediately  carrie<l  thither.  I  made 
the  exi)eriment  mvf«lf  before  I  pakl  down 
the  Ibrty  purses,  wnk;h  I  most  readdv  gave 
tor  it;  and  when  I  had  fully  satislkM  my 
curiosity,  at  the  court  of  Bisnagar,  and  had 
a  mind  to  return,  I  made  use  of  no  ocber 
carriage  than  this  wonderful  carpet  lor  m]r- 
r^^lf  and  ser\'ant,  who  can  tell  you  bov 
long  we  were  coming  liither.  I  will  ibov 
you  both  the  expenment  whenever  yoa 
pleapt>.  I  expect  that  you  shall  tell  mt 
whether  what  you  have  brought  is  to  bi 
compared  with  this  cariiet. 

Here  prince  Houssaiii  made  an  end  ct 
commending  the  excellencv  of  his  carpet; 
and  prince  Ali,  addressing  nimself  to  tja, 
said,  I  must  own,  brotlier,  that  your  car|Cl 
is  one  of  the  most  surprising  thuin  HDski- 
nable,  if  it  has,  as  I  do  not  doift  ia  the 
least,  that  propertv  you  speak  oL  But  yen 
mustalbw  that  there  may  be  ocbv  thinp 
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1  wiM  not  my  more,  but  at  leut  as  wonder* 
ftil,  in  anodier  way ;  and  to  convince  you 
there  afe.  here  ii  an  iTory  tube,  which  ap- 
i  to  t  he 


eye  no  more  a  rarity  than  your 
earpet,  and  jfet  merits  great  attention :  it 
cost  me  as  much,  and  I  am  as  well  satisne ) 
with  my  purchase  as  you  can  be  with 
yours ;  and  yon  will  be  so  just  as  to  own 
that  1  have  not  been  cheated,  when  you 
Jmow  by  experience,  that  by  looking  at  one 
end,  vou  see  whatever  otiject  you  wish  to 
behold.  I  would  not  have  you  take  my 
word,  added  (Mrince  Ali,  presenting  the  tube 
to  him ;  take  it,  make  trial  of  it  yourseli*. 

Prince  Housmin  took  the  ivory  tube  from 
prinice  Ali,  and  clapped  that  end  to  his  eve 
which  prince  Ali  showed  him,  with  an  fn- 
tentkxi  to  see  the  princess  Nouronnihar,  and 
to  know  how  f*he  did ;  when  prince  Ah  and 
prince  Ahmed,  who  kept  their  eyes  fixed 
upon  him,  were  extremely  surprised  to  see 
his  countenance  change  on  a  sudden  in 
such  a  manner  as  expresxd  an  extraortii- 
nary  surprise  and  affliction.  Prince  Hous- 
snin  would  not  give  them  time  to  ask  what 
was  the  matter,  but  cried  out,  Alas !  prin- 
ces, to  what  purpose  have  we  unciertiiken 
so  long  and  tieitij^uing  journeys,  but  with 
the  hopes  of  being  recompensed  by  the 
possession  of  the  charming  Nouronnihar, 
when  in  a  lew  moments  that  lovely  prin- 
cess will  breathe  her  last  I  saw  her  in 
her  bed,  surrounded  by  her  women  and 
eumichs,  who  were  all  m  tears,  and  seem 
to  expect  nothing  leas  tlian  to  see  her  give 
up  the  ghost  Take  the  tube,  behold  your- 
selves the  miserable  state  she  is  in,  and 
ining[le  your  tears  with  mine. 

Pnnce  Ali  took  the  tube  out  of  prince 
Houflsain's  hand,  and  afler  he  had  seen  the 
nme  ck^eci  with  a  sensible  grief,  preisented 
it  to  prince  Ahmed,  who  took  it,  to  behold 
the  melancholy  sight  which  so  much  con- 
eemed  them  all. 

When  prince  Ahmed  had  taken  the  tube 
out  of  prince  All's  hands,  and  saw  that  the 
princess  Nouronnihar's  end  was  so  near,  he 
addremetl  himself  to  his  two  hrothere,  and 
Hud,  Princes,  the  princess  Nouronnihar. 
equally  the  object  of  our  vows,  is  indeed 
iust  at  death's  door ;  but  provided  we  make 
naste,  and  loae  no  time,  we  mav  preserve 
her  liie.  Then  he  took  the  artificial  apple 
out  of  his  bosom,  and  showing  it  to  the 
princes  his  brothers,  said  to  them.  This 
apple  which  you  see  here,  cost  me  as  much 
and  more  thiein  either  tlie  can>ct  or  tube. 
The  opportunity  which  now  presents  itself 
to  show  you  its  wondeHiil  virtue,  makes  me 
not  regret  the  forty  purses  I  gave  for  it. 
But,  not  to  keep  vou  kxiger  in  suspense,  rt 
has  tJie  virtue,  it  a  sick  person  smelU  it, 
though  in  the  last  agonies,  to  restore  him 
to  perfect  health  immediately.  1  have 
made  the  experiment,  and  can  show  you 
ks  wonderful  efiect  on  the  person  of  prin- 
cess NourooDihar,  if  we  make  all  due  haste 
lo  aaiiA  her. 


It  that  is  all,  replied  prince  Hoqsmui,  we 
cannot  make  more  despatch  than  by  tranih 
3orting  ourselves  instantly  into  her  cham* 
>er  by  the  means  of  my  cantet  Come, 
ose  no  time ;  sit  <lown  on  it  by  me ;  it  is 
arge  enough  to  hold  us  all  three:  but  first 
et  us  firive  orders  to  our  scrvniits  to  set  out 
immediately,  and  join  us  at  the  iKtlnre. 

As  soon  as  the  order  was  given,  prince 
Ali  and  prince  Ahmed  went  and  sat  (town 
by  prince  Houssiiin,  and  as  their  interest 
was  the  same,  they  all  three  framed  the 
same  wisii,  and  were  trai»|)orted  into  tlie 
princess  Nouronnihnr's  chamber. 

The  prej>ence  of  the  three  princes,  who 
were  80  little  expected,  frightened  the  prin* 
cess's  women  and  eunuchs,  who  could  nut 
comprehend  by  wluit  encluuitinent  three 
men  should  he  among  them ;  tor  they  did 
not  know  them  at  first ;  and  the  eunuchs 
were  ready  to  tall  upon  them,  as  people 
who  had  got  into  a  part  of  tiie  palace  where 
they  were  not  allowed  to  come ;  but  tliey 
presently  recollected  and  found  their  mi»* 
take. 

Prince  Ahmed  no  sooner  saw  himwif  in 
Nouronnihar's  chamber,  and  perceived 
that  princess  dying,  but  he  rose  off  the  tar 
pestry,  as  did  also  the  other  two  princes^ 
and  went  to  the  be<l-side,  and  put  the  apple 
under  her  nose.    Some  moments  ader,  tlie 

Erincess  opened  her  eyes,  and  tumcil  her 
ead  from  one  side  to  another,  loo!<ing  at 
the  persons  who  stood  about  her ;  she  tnen 
rose  up  in  the  bed  and  asked  to  l>e  drosHeJ, 
with  the  same  freedom  and  recollectbn  as 
if  she  had  awaked  out  of  a  sound  sleep. 
Her  women  presently  infbrmevl  her,  in  a 
manner  that  snowed  their  joy,  tliat  she  was 
obliged  to  the  three  princes  her  cousins, 
and  particularly  to  prince  Ahmed,  (or  the 
sudden  recovery  of  her  health,  ohe  im« 
mediately  expresned  ber  joy  to  see  them, 
and  thanked  iliem  alto^i^icr,  and  ailer- 
wards  prince  Ahmed  m  ptuticular.  As 
she  desired  to  dress,  the  princes  contented 
themselves  witli  telling  her  how  great  a 
pleasure  it  was  to  them,  to  have  come  soon 
enough  to  contribute  each  in  any  decree 
towards  relieving  her  out  of  the  immediate 
danger  she  was  in,  and  wluit  ardent  pray- 
ers Uiey  had  offered  fi>r  the  continuance  ol 
her  life,  and  ailerwards  diey  retired. 

Whilst  the  princess  was  dressing,  the 
princes  went  to  tlirow  themselves  at  the 
sultan  their  father's  feet,  and  pay  their  re- 
spects to  him ;  but  when  they  came  before 
him,  they  Pamd  he-  had  been  previously 
iiilbrmed  of  their  unexpected  amval  by  the 
chksf  of  the  princess's  eunuchs,  and  by 
what  means,  umd  bv  tliem,  tlie  princess  had 
been  perfectly  cured.  The  sultan  received 
and  embraced  them  with  the  greatest  joy, 
botli  lor  their  return  and  the  wonderful  re- 
covery of  tlie  princess  his  m'ece,  whom  be 
lovcxl  as  if  she  had  been  his  own  daughter, 
and  who  had  been  given  over  by  the  phv- 
After  the  uiuid  oomplfflieDti,  tne 
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winces  pramted  each  the  rarity  which  he 
oaJ  brought:  prince  Houssaio  his  carpet, 
which  he  had  taken  caro  not  to  leave  be- 
hind him  in  the  princess's  chamber ;  prince 
Aii  his  ivory  tune,  and  prince  Ahmcil  the 
artiiicini  apple;  ami  after  e:Lch  had  com- 
nicndetl  iiis  present,  when  they  put  it  into 
the  sultan's  hands,  they  be^cil  of  him  to 
pronounce  their  tkte,  and  declare  to  which 
ot'  them  he  would  s'lve  the  priiicet«  Nou- 
ronniliar  lor  a  wile,  accoi-ding  to  his  pro- 
miM% 

The  sultan  of  the  Indies  having  kindly 
heard  all  that  the  princes  had  to  say  in  tii- 
vour  of  their  rarities,  without  interrupting 
them,  and  being  well  informed  of  what  had 
ha  Planed  iri  relation  to  the  princess  Nou- 
ronnihar's  cure^  remained  some  timo  silent, 
as  if  he  was  thmkin^  on  what  answer  he 
should  make.  At  last  he  broke  silence, 
and  said  to  them,  in  terms  full  of  wisdom, 
I  would  declare  for  one  of  >*ou,  my  children, 
with  a  ^reat  deal  of  pleasure,  if  1  couhl  do 
it  with  justice ;  but  consider  whether  I  can. 
It  is  true,  prince  Ahmed,  the  princei<a  my 
niece  is  obliged  to  your  nrtiiicial  anple  lor 
her  cure ;  but  let  me  ask  ^ou,  whether  you 
could  have  been  so  serviceable  to  her,  if 
you  had  not  known  by  prince  Ali's  tube 
the  danger  she  was  in,  and  if  prince  Hous- 
nin's  carpet  had  not  brought  you  to  her  so 
soon?  Your  tube,  prince  Ali,  inlbnned 
you  and  your  brotlicrs  that  you  were  likely 
to  lose  the  prmcess  your  cousin,  and  so  liir 
she  is  greatly  obliged  to  you. 

You  muiitalso  gmnt  that  that  knowlcds'c 
would  have  been  of  no  service  without  the 
artiHcia!  apple  and  the  car|)ct.  And  tor 
rou,  prince  Houi^iin,  the  princess  would 
be  very  ungrateful,  if  she  should  not  show 
her  sense  of  the  serviceablcness  of  your 
carpet,  wliich  was  as  necessary  a  means 
towards  producing  a  cure.  But  consiiier. 
it  would  have  been  of  little  use,  if  you  had 
not  been  acquairjtcd  with  the  princess's  ill- 
ness by  prince  A  li's?  tu!»e,  and  prince  Ah- 
mod  lia  1  not  applied  his  artihcial  ap|)lo. 
Thei-e!brc,  as  neither  the  cariMit.  the  ivory 
tube,  nor  tlie  artiHcial  apple,  luive  the  iea-t 
preference  one  beibrc  the  other,  but,  on  the 
contmry,  there  is  a  periect  equality,  I  can- 
not grant  the  ];'^-ince>*s  to  any  one  of  you  ; 
and  liie  oidy  fruit  you  have  reape<l  t'lO.u 
your  travels  is  the  glory  of  having  equally 
co'ifrihutetl  to  restore  her  to  hcaltli. 

If  this  he  true,  addetl  the  sultan,  you  see 
that  1  must  have  recourse  to  other  means 
toiietcrmine  me  with  certainty  in  the  choice 
I  ousrhl  to  nuike  among  you  ;  and  as  there 
is  tim<*  enoujjii  between  this  and  niirht,  I 
will  do  it  to-tlay.  Go,  and  get  earli  of  you 
a  U»\v  and  arrow  and  reiwiir  to  the  iri*e:it 
plai:i  nut  of  the  City,  where  the  hor!?e.'«  an» 
rxMci-M^'jl.  1  will  Hoon  come  to  you  ;  and  I 
dtThAe  I  will  give  the  princci^s  Nouronni- 
hnr  to  him  that  shoots  the  farthest. 

I  do  not,  however,  forget  to  tliank  you 
all  in  gnneral,  and  each  in  pnrf  icular,  for 


the  present  yoa  brausht  me.  I  hsvea  ipv 
many  rarities  in  my  ckiKC  already^  bm 
nothmg  that  comes  ap  to  the  ■ngaku-jty  o. 
t  he  carpet,  the  ivory  tube,  and  the  anificial 
apple,  which  shall  have  the  fini  places 
among  them,  and  shall  be  preiirrvea  care- 
tullv,  not  only  tor  pure  curiosity,  liut  to 
make  an  advantageous  uso  of  them  upoo 
all  occasions. 

The  three  princes  had  nothing  to  say 
agiiinst  the  decision  of  the  sultan.  Whoi 
they  were  out  of  his  presence,  they  each 
provided  themselves  with  a  bow  and  arrow, 
which  they  delivered  to  one  of  their  officer^ 
and  went  to  the  plain  appointed,  lisUowea 
by  a  great  concourse  of  people. 

The  sultan  ditl  not  make  them  wait  long 
for  him ;  and  as  soon  as  he  arrived,  prince 
lloussain,  as  tiie  eldest,  took  his  bow  and 
arrow,  and  shot  first  Prince  Ali  shot  next. 
and  much  beyond  him ;  and  prince  Ahmed 
hist  of  ail :  but  it  so  happcneii.  tliat  nobody 
could  see  where  his  arrow  fell ;  and  not- 
withstanding all  tlie  diligence  that  was 
used  by  himself  and  every  body  else,  it  was 
not  to  be  found  tiir  or  near.  And  though 
it  was  belie ve<1  that  he  shot  the  farthest, 
and  that  he  therefore  deserved  the  princess 
Noui*onnihar,  it  was  however  nerea^ary 
that  his  arrow  siiould  be  Ibunil.  to  make 
the  matter  more  evident  and  certuin ;  and, 
notwithstanding  his  renionslFaiices,  the 
sultan  determined  -in  fnvourol'  prince  Ali, 
and  gave  ordure  for  pre|)aration8  to  be  made 
ibr  the  A)lemnizin^  oi'  the  iiuptinis.  which 
were  celebnitcd  a  lew  duys  after  with  great 
niagnificenre. 

Prince  Houssain  would  not  honour  the 
feai^t  with  his  pi«i>ence  ;  his  p;u«iun  lor  tl^e 
Pruicess  Nouronnihar  wiis  eo  sincere  and 
lively,  that  he  could  scarce  mipiwrt  with 
l>atience  the  mortiticntioii  ot*  M^eiitg  the 
prince5«}  in  the  arms  of  prince  Ali,  wuo  he 
Sniid,  did  not  deserve  her  better,  i.or  iovtS 
her  more,  than  hinisell'.  In  shoit,  h-sgr.el 
Wiu;  so  violent  and  iitsupportabie.  it\A\  he 
lell  the  court,  and  renounced  all  right  of 
succe-'sion  to  the  crown,  to  turn  'lervise, 
and  put  liim^df  under  the  discipline  oi  M 
liimous  S4:hcik,  who  had  gainc!  ;t  rei'UtuUon 
for  his  ex<'mplaiy  Ide.  and  Irni  LiSien  up  tui 
abode,  and  thatof  lii.s(li>(!ipl(s.  whiee  num- 
ber was  great,  in  an  asTceabie  s<»iiiude. 

Prince  Ahmed, urged  by  tliet^'^ie  motive, 
did  notiiifiist  at  prince  Ali  and  the  |>rirpce«i 
Xouronnihar's  nuptials,  hny  more  than  ha 
brother  Houssain,  but  did  not  reiionnretiie 
world  as  he  had  done.  But  a5>  he  coiiiii  not 
imagine  what  could  become  ot'hf^  ai  n«w.  Ui 
stole  away  from  his  attendants,  and  revive  J 
to  search  after  it.  that  he  inr|fht  :-ot  h^vt 
any  thing  to  repiixich  hims^-li  with.  ^X^2 
this  infant,  he  went  to  Xha  pl.icc  where  ii» 
princes  IIouss«\in  and  Ali'n  were  giulif^ 
up,  and  going  straight  forward  fr<.>in  :hiri!re. 
looked  carefully  on  both  sides  of  inm.  He 
went  so  far,  that  at  last  he  beptn  to  'hink 
hiff  labour  was  in  vain ;  vet  ne  rmid  no' 
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help  gotng  fonranh.  till  he  rnme  tn  trme 
•tcei)  ciuft^y  rockx.  which  tvniilil  hiiv<>  ait- 
liceii  hini  id  rrturn.  Iind  Im  tMfii  cvrr  m 
dwimua  lo i>frcc<-(t,  TtBy  were firiintiNi  irt 
RbuirrocnuMlry.alKHntiiurlL'a^icHiliiiiiiiii 
Inran  wlteuot  liotvt  aut 

Wlwiipriiicp  AhnM.-d  Clime  niffh  (nihnr 
iDClw,  he  iwrrnved  oil  Rrnitr,  which  hf.  sa- 
thcroil  n|i.  Iinknl  <^niei4ly  at  it,  nml  mii'  hi 
■lie  !;rraia'i  uvtoDKlimcm  to  liwl  it  wan  the 
wanw  he  [lint  Ceriuiiily.wiiilheiohiinReir. 
ncillier  1,  iior  a.tiy  mnii  liriiir,  roulil  kIkmI 
uinrioivn  tiii-;  rimI  linitineit  liiiillint,  luit 
Micki: :;  iiito  the  Emuiiil.  ho  jiiitsreil  thiit  it 
linil  rt-iMiuiiileil  lii'intlierark.  Ttiprc  miMl 
be  Mine  nivi^vry  in  iNo'.  »n\ii  lie  tn  hinti^ll' 
agntii.  III!  I  It  iiiav  lie  li>  niy  iiilvuntnsv.  IVr- 
halm  lorturw,  lii  ninke  inn  ninrnlMlorilciiri- 
vine  RiR'il'wbu  i  thooiiht  the  ^rriitiW  hnp- 
ptitcw  ul'  n>y  IHp,  m:\y  hrivn  reivrveil  n 
fKJiter  bl«>«inx  liir  mv  ci>iiii;)rr. 

A*  thneroi'kuitvprn  I'liU  ot'  Kharp  luintii 
kiitl  uuleiitiimlifftn'nMitlteni.  Hie  prince. 
tuU  a'  itiew  th(iiixl'.C<.  ritieral  intn  oiie  nl' 
Ihecayitipis  iuhI  liiikiiiir  iibniit.  ni^t  hie  evr^ 
on  lUi  imti  (loor.  whirJi  rn'mnl  to  liuvr  im 
ittk.  lie iHutKl it  wuHiiiMtcifvlHinii.ii-li- 
tnj;  aeuiitiii  it.  it  a|  t-nnl  niul  liiitrot'i-int  nit 
eaay  i\it»xM,  bin  .i"i'ti>i-',  whi'rii  he  wnl'it'ti 
d»irn  with  III"  nnitw  m  hN  liiiwl.  At  lirH 
h('  thmiL'til  ):<■  Uii«  zT^'t:-.'  iniii :i  -lurk  pliu-c 
ttiitMieKiitlyai|ti:ivihtk'n>in|i;r]itfiiiir(ti!- 
el  lluti  iv'nii-h  liemtnrdium'iDitilchleriii; 
iotoa ^iHciMw  t  luarr. iii iihiui  liltr iiriixty 
pwcii  liiMiiiit.  hi:  jiPict-iviil  n  nmffnitireiil 
mitico,  (lifii'lniii.iMrMiin-Kin-nrirhirtihp 
hail  not  turn-  to  1i>k  tit;  liir  nt  thi;  i 
liroiMi  Lilly  ot'iim-iMic  y<iri  :<ihI  iiir.iiiul  i<' 
a  beiiuly  in  wliirh  iIh*  rirlinp^  nl'  her 
oJoilieM aiHl  the  len-eh  which  aiWihiI  lier 
pCMMi, itilile'l  in  ifivMiitiiin'.  »il\-niici>rl  ;i* 
Mr  n*  tUti  iMin'h.  nihWel  hv  n  tranp  ol' 

Iuill<«.Dt'wlKi(l)ltWI'    ■IlliicultbiJiilillf.'uUh 

whxh  vvinil«-i>if"iii-sf. 

A«  snoii  as  pi.rice  Alinieil  )>^rr><ivrtl  the 
Iftily,  he  iUMeinnl  to  psy  hie  ivcprcli :  tuid 
thftbuiviw  Iter  imrt  WPine  hint  rominr. 


prei'enlPil  him.  Addrewin!;  her  iansooTWO 
I  hitii  limi.  niul  rninn?  her  voice,  ihe  aid 
ihimOoiiie  nwtr,  prinre  Ahmed  ijiiu  are 

II  \mn  an  nmnll  BiirpriFe  to  the  prince  to 
lienr  himsiitf  roinirrt  in  n  mince  ho  had 
never  limnl  ul' tlxiii^h  m  iiisli  to  hia  Hither^ 
cn|iTfal.  and  he  coiilJ  not  roniprchend  how 
he  shoiilii  he  kjwiwii  to  a  Imly  who  wni  a 
rtmnser  tu  him.  At  hirt  he  rettinicii  the 
ladv'«  cntnplinient,  by  thrawiiic;  himprlf  at 
her  Cent,  niui  ristii?  up  ngiiin.  said  to  her, 
.Mndnm,  I  return  ynuntlmiKtiHithriiiLslbr 
the  a«nmiini'  you  gWv  nie  ol'n  wi-lcome  to 
n  iilacr  when,"  I  hiid  re;i»oo  to  believe  my 
inipnideiii  ciirioHiiy  liod  inude  me  penetmte 
tiiofiir.  nnt.miidiiiii,may  I,  mihoiit  being 
enilty  of  rudeiieni,  iires'iifm:  to  aslt  you  by 
ivhal  ndveiiluie  you  know  me?  and  that 
vou,  wlio  live  in  the  wtmc  neig-libourhood 
witli  tne,  <4loiild  lie  fO  little  knoivn  by  me  t 
Priiire,  p:iid  the  lady,  let  ih  50  into  the  hall; 
there  I  will  ?r!ililyy<iniiiyoufreqiiCrtnior« 
conimmlioii-'ly  ftr  H*both. 

Aiier  tlii-^'  \vord>i,  the  Iftily  led  prince 
jUiiiied  intntheliiill,  ilieiriiblolniciurcol 
ivIipi'.nnHlie  ffdM  ;iiid  n/ure  ivliich  em- 
N-llikhed  t1-e  ildiiir.  niid  the  iiiesiimnbla 
ra-htM-^^til'ih)'  litfii-ture.  nijieared  an  great 
11  i.iiv  eliv  lu  him.  ikil  \i*'  rmiM  iiot  cnouj(h 
est")"*"  hi<  ndmimtltiii,  bv  erring  oitt  that 
b'  Imi)  iH-vrr  in  h^  lilt-  liehH.l  ituy  thin?  like 
ii.  ami  lielieiTil  Ihiil  irntbht;  w;w  lobe  com- 
lumil  tn  ii.  I  mil  :)^u•ll^e  ymi.  replied  the 
la.lv.  that  tliKi  i>i  bnt  n  Mniill  juirt  of  my 
piilnre.  iind  ymi  will  jwy  *»  when  yoii  ho« 
fiecii  all  the  upiiiltiiei  its.  'Ilien  tJie  xat  dotvn 
on  n*ifi<;  ntnl  whfn  the  inince  at  her 
entrwiivlmdwNileil  h:niK-irb>- her,  die  raid. 
Ymt  are  FiiirpriM<.|.  vim  ray,  that  I  fhould 
know  vim.  mid  111K  br  kitOAn  liv  you;  hut 
vflu  will  tie  nn  loiiprer  nirprWd  when  I 
iiilliTPTi  voii  wlio  I  nm.  You  cnnnol  be  i|rno- 
rsnt  thiit  viniv  n-liffion  ti'Bi'hes  ymi  to  bt- 
lieve  that  the  ^orld  in  inhuhiled  by  ^niei 
nn  well  a»  men:  1  nm  Ihi- daughter  of  one 
ef  the  m«M  pnwerlhl  ititd  df^nrnWmd  at 
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theae  genieB,  and  my  name  is  Pari  Banou : 
therefore  you  ouffht  not  to  wonder  that  1 
know  you,  the  sultan  your  father,  the  prin- 
ces your  brothens  and  the  princeas  Nouron> 
nihar.  I  am  no  stranger  to  your  loves  or 
your  travels,  of  which  I  could  tell  you  all 
tlie  circumstances,  since  it  waa  I  myself  who 
exposed  to  sale  the  artificial  apple  which  ypu 
bought  at  Samarcande.  the  carpet  which 
prince  Houasain  met  with  at  Bisnagar,  and 
the  tube  which  prince  Ali  brought  from 
Schiraz.  This  is  sufficient  to  let  you  know 
that  I  am  not  unacquainted  with  any  tiling 
that  relates  to  you.  The  only  thing  I  have 
to  add  id,  that  you  seemed  to  me  worthj^  of 
a  more  happy  fate  than  tliat  of  pceseasing 
the  princes  Nouronnihar;  and  that  you 
might  attain  to  it,  I  was  present  when  you 
drew  your  arrow,  and  foresaw  it  would  not 
ep  beyond  prince  Houssain's.  I  took  it  in 
ttie  air,  ana  gave  it  the  necessary  motion,  to 
strike  against  the  rocks  near  which  you 
fbund  it  It  is  in  your  power  to  avail  your- 
■elf  of  the  favourable  opportunity  which  it 
presents  to  make  you  happy. 

As  the  tiiiry  Pari  Banou  pronounced  these 
last  words  with  a  different  tone,  and  looked 
at  the  same  time  teiulerly  upon  prince 
Ahmed,  with  downcast  eyes  anil  a  modest 
blush  on  her  cheeks,  it  was  not  difficult  for 
the  prince  to  comprehend  what  hapnines 
ahe  meant  He  presently  considered  that 
the  princess  Nouronniharcould  never  be  his, 
and  that  the  fairy  Pari  Banou  excelled  her 
infinitely  in  beauty,  attractk)n8,  agreeable- 
nesB,  traiiscendant  wit,  and,  as  lar  as  he 
could  conjecture  by  the  magnificence  of  the 
palace  where  she  resided,  in  iinniense  riches. 
He  blessed  the  moment  tliat  he  thought  of 
seeking  aUer  his  arrow  a  second  time,  and 
yieldiiig  to  his  inclination,  which  drew  him 
towards  the  new  obiect  which  iiad  fired  his 
heart.  Madam,  replied  he,  should  I,  all  my 
life,  have  had  the  happiness  o!'  being  your 
■lave,  and  the  admirer  of  the  many  charms 
which  ravish  my  soul,  I  should  think  my- 
self the  happicbt  of  men.  Panlon  me  the 
boldness  which  inspires  me  to  ask  this  fa- 
vour, and  do  not  refuse  to  admit  into  your 
court  a  prince  who  is  entirely  devoted  to 
j-ou. 

Prince,  answered  the  fairy,  as  I  have  been 
a  long  time  my  own  mistress,  and  have  no 
dependence  on  my  parents'  consent,  it  is  not 
as  a  slave  that  I  would  admit  you  into  mv 
court,  but  as  master  of  my  person,  and  all 
that  belong  to  me,  by  pledging  your  faith 
to  me,  ana  taking  me  to  be  your  wife.  I 
hope  you  will  not  take  it  amies  that  1  anti- 
cipate you  in  making  tliis  pro|)osal.  I  afn, 
as  1  said,  mistress  of  my  will ;  and  must  add. 
that  the  sanie  customs  are  not  observed 
among  fairies  as  among  other  ladies,  in 
whom  it  would  not  have  been  decent  to 
have  made  such  advances :  but  it  is  what 
we  do,  and  we  suppose  we  confer  obligatkm 
by  it 

Prince  Ahmed  made  no  answer  to  this 


discourK,  but  was  lo  penetmtad  with  fnd 
tude,  that  he  thought  he  could  not  exprea 
it  better  than  by  eoming  to  kin  the  hem  ot 
her  garment ;  whk^h  she  would  not  rive  him 
time  to  do,  but  presented  her  hand,  which 
he  kissed  a  thmuaiid  times,  and  kent  fasC 
hwked  in  his.  Well,  prinoe  Ahmed,  said 
•he,  will  you  not  pledge  your  laith  to  me. 
as  I  do  mine  to  you  7  Tea,  madam,  replied 
the  prince,  in  an  eestasjr  ol  joy,  what  can  I 
do  better,  and  with  greater  pleasure  7  Yes, 
my  sultaness,  my  queen,  I  will  give  it  yoa 
with  my  heart,  without  the  leiMt  reserve. 
Then,  answered  the  fhJnr,  you  are  my  hus- 
band, and  I  am  your  wife.  Our  marriages 
are  contracted  with  no  other  ceremonies, 
and  yet  are  nnore  firm  and  indiasof uble  than 
those  among  men  with  all  their  fbrmaJitiei. 
But  as  1  suppose,  pursued  she,  that  >'oa 
have  eaten  nothing  to-day.  a  slight  repast 
shall  be  served  up  for  you  while  preparatkm 
are  making  for  our  nuptial  feast  this  evening. 
and  then  Iwill  show  vou  the  apartments  ol 
my  palace,  and  you  shall^  judge  if  this  hall 
is  not  the  smallest  part  of  it 

Some  of  the  fairy's  women  who  came 
into  the  hall  with  tliem,  and  giiemed  her 
intentk>ns,  went  immediately  out,  and  re- 
turned presently  with  aonie  excellent  meats 
and  wines. 

When  prince  Ahmed  had  eaten  and 
drank  as  much  as  he  cared  for,  the  fairy 
Pari  Banou  carried  him  through  all  the 
apartments,  where  he  saw  dianMinds,riibiei; 
emeralds,  and  all  sorts  of  fine  jewels,  inte^ 
mixed  with  pearls,  agate,  jasper,  pori^yry, 
and  all  kinds  of  the  most  precknis  marbkv; 
not  to  mention  the  richness  of  the  fumitiireL 
which  was  inestimable ;  the  whole  disposM 
with  such  profusion,  that  the  prince,  instead 
of  ever  having  seen  any  thing  like  it  ae- 
knuwieilged  that  there  could  not  be  aay 
thing  in  the  world  that  could  come  up  to  it 
Prince,  said  the  fuirv,  if  you  admire  my 
palace  so  much,  whk^n  is  indeed  verT  beau- 
tiful, what  would  you  say  to  the  paiaceior 
the  chief  of  our  genies,  which  are  much 
more  beautiful,  spack>us,  and  magnificent? 
I  could  also  charm  you  with  my  garden  ; 
but  we  will  leave  that  till  anoiher  time. 
Night  draws  near,  and  it  wiU  be  time  toga 
to  supper. 

The  next  hall  which  the  fairy  led  the 
I)rince  into,  and  where  the  ck)th  was  hud 
for  the  feast,  was  the  only  apartment  the 

I)rince  had  not  seen,  and  it  was  not  in  the 
east  inierk)r  to  the  others.  At  his  entrance 
into  it,  he  admired  tlie  infinite  number  ol 
wax  candles  perfumed  with  amber,  the 
multitude  of  whk;h,  instead  of  bemg  eoo- 
fused,  were  placed  with  so  just  symmctrr, 
as  formed  an  agreeable  and  pleasant  i^rbt 
A  large  be&ufet  was  set  out  with  all  sortiol 
gold  plate.  80  finely  wrought,  that  the 
workmanship  was  much  more  vaiitfble 
than  the  weight  of  the  gold.  Sewal 
choruaseaofbeautilul  wtunen  richlydremed. 
and  whoae  voioea  were  raviahinic,  beg*'^  * 
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ooiweit,  BMompanied  with  all  kinds  of  the 
most  harmonioim  instruments  he  had  ever 
heard.  When  they  were  set  down  to  table, 
tlie  fairy  Pari  Banou  took  care  to  help 
prince  Ahmed  to  the  most  delicious  meats, 
which  she  named  as  she  invited  him  to  eat 
kA'  them,  and  which  the  prince  had  never 
heard  or,  but  found  so  exquisite  and  nk^e, 
that  he  commended  them  in  the  highest 
terms,  crying,  that  the  entertainment  which 
she  g^ve  him  tar  surpassed  those  among 
men.  He  lound  also  the  same  excellence 
in  the  wines,  which  neither  he  nor  the  tairy 
tasted  of  till  the  dessert  was  served  up, 
which  consisted  of  the  chokest  sweetmeats 
and  fruits. 

AAer  the  dessert,  the  fairy  Pari  Banou 
and  prince  Ahmed  rose  from  the  table 
which  was  immediately  carried  awa^,  and 
sat  on  a  sofa,  at  their  ease,  with  cushions  o ' 
fine  silk,  curknisly  embroidered  with  al 
■ortB  of  ifuge  flowers,  laid  at  their  backs. 
Present!/  alter  a  mat  number  of  genies 
and  i'aines  danced  oelbre  them  to  the  door 
of  the  chamber  where  the  nuptial  bed  was 
made;  and  when  they  came  there,  they 
divided  themselves  into  two  rows,  to  let 
them  pass,  and  ailer  that  retired,  leaving 
them  to  go  to  bed. 

The  nuptial  tisast  was  continued  the  next 
day )  or  rather  the  dajrs  fblbwing  the  cele- 
bration were  a  continual  feast,  which  the 
fkiry  Pari  Banou,  who  could  do  it  with  the 
utmost  ease,  knew  how  to  diversify,  by  new 
dishes,  new  meats,  new  concerts,  new  dan- 
ces, new  shows,  andnewdiversrans ;  whk^h 
were  all  so  extraordinary,  that  prince 
Ahmed,  if  he  had  lived  a  thousand  vears 
among  men.  could  not  have  imaginen. 

The  fairy's  intentxNi  was  not  only  to  give 
the  prince  essential  proofs  of  the  sincerity 
of  her  k)ve,  and  the  vblence  of  her  passmn, 
by  so  many  ways ;  but  to  let  him  see,  that 
as  he  had  no  preterauons  at  his  lather's 
oouEt,  he  could  meet  with  nothing  com- 
parable to  the  happinees  he  enjoyed  with 
oer,  independent  o)'  her  beauty  and  her 
charms,  and  to  attach  him  entirely  to  her- 
•ell*,  that  he  might  never  leave  her.  In  thk 
■cheme  she  succeeded  so  well,  that  prince 
Ahmed's  passkm  was  not  in  the  least  dimi- 
nished by  possessbn;  but  increased  so 
much,  that  if  he  had  been  so  inclined,  it 
was  not  in  his  power  to  forbear  loving  her. 

At  the  end  of  six  months  prince  iJimed, 
who  always  bved  and  honoured  the  sultan 
his  lather,  conceived  a  great  desire  to  know 
how  he  dul ;  and  as  that  desire  could  not 
be  satisfied  without  his  absenting  himself  to 
go  and  hear  it  in  |)erson,  he  mentk>ned  it  to 
the  (airy,  and  desired  die  would  give  him 
leave. 

This  discourse  alarmed  the  (airy,  and 
made  her  (ear  it  was  only  an  excuse  to 
leave  her.  She  sakl  to  him,  What  disgust 
can  I  have  given  you  to  oblige  you  to  ask 
me  this  leave?  Is  it  possible  you  should 
bay«  foffottao  that  you  have  pMdfad  your 


faith  to  me,  and  that  yoQ  no  longer  km 
one  who  k  so  passionately  (bnd  of  yoa  I 
Are  not  the  proofs  I  have  repeatedly  giveo 
you  of  my  afiectbn  sufficient? 

My  queen,  replied  the  prince,  I  am  per- 
fectly convinced  of  your  k)ive,  and  should 
be  unworthy  of  it,  if  I  did  not  testify  mjr 
gratitude  by  a  reciprocal  k>ye.  If  you  are 
ofiended  at  the  leave  I  asked,  I  entreat  yoa 
to  Ibrgive  nie,  and  I  will  make  all  the  repa- 
ration I  am  capable  of.  I  did  not  do  it 
with  any  intf;ntk>n  ot*  displeasing  you,  but 
from  a  motive  of  respect  towards  my  father, 
whom  I  wish  to  free  from  the  afflictbn  my 
80  long  absence  must  have  overwhelmed 
him  in ;  which  must  be  the  greater,  as  I 
have  reason  to  presume  he  believes  that  I 
am  dead.  But  since  you  do  not  consent 
that  I  should  go  and  aobrd  him  that  eom- 
fbrt,  I  will  do  what  you  will,  and  there  ie 
nothing  in  the  worldf  that  I  am  not  ready  to 
do  to  please  you. 

Prince  Ahmed,  who  did  not  disRmble, 
and  k>ved  her  in  his  heart  as  much  as  he 
had  assured  her  by  these  words,  no  kxiger 
insisted  on  the  leave  he  had  asked ;  and  tha 
fairy  expreseed  her  satisfactkm  thereat 
But  as  he  coukt  not  absolutely  abandon  tbt 
design  he  had  formed  to  himself,  he  ire> 
quently  took  an  opportunity  to  speak  to  her 
of  the  great  qualincatwns  of  tlie  sultan  his 
father ;  and  above  all^  of  his  particular  ten* 
demess  towards  htm,  m  hopes  he  might  at 
length  be  able  to  move  her. 

As  prince  Ahmed  supposed,  the  sultan 
of  the  Indies,  in  the  mkUt  of  the  rejoiciiiga 
on  account  of  prince  Ali's  and  princess 
Nouronnihar's  nuptials,  was  sensibly  aA 
flk^ted  at  the  absence  of  toe  other  two 
princes  his  sons,  though  it  was  not  long  be- 
tore  he  was  intbrmed  ot'the  resolutkm  prince 
Houssain  liad  taken  to  forsake  the  world, 
and  tlie  place  he  had  maile  choice  of  for  hit 
retreat.  As  a  good  father,  whose  happiness 
consists  in  seeuig  his  children  about  hifl|i, 
especially  when  they  are  <leserving  of  his 
tenderness,   he    would  have  been  better 

R leased  had  he  stayed  at  hk  court,  about 
is  person ;  but  as  he  could  not  dimpprove 
6f  his  choice  of  the  state  of  perfection  in 
which  he  had  engaged,  he  supported  hk 
absence  more  patient));.  He  made  the  noost 
diligent  search  afler  prince  Ahmed,  and  de- 
AMtched  couriers  to  all  the  provinces  of  his 
dominions,  with  onlers  to  the  governors  to 
stop  him,  and  oblige  him  lo  return  to 
court;  but  ail  the  pains  he  took  had  not  the 
desired  success,  and  his  trouble,  instead  of 
diminishing,  increased.  He  would  oflen 
talk  with  ms  grand  vizier  about  it ;  and  say 
to  him.  Vizier,  thou  knowest  I  always  [or- 
ed  Ahmed  the  best  of  all  my  sons ;  and 
thou  art  not  insensible  of  the  means  I  have 
used  to  find  him  ouL  without  success.  My 
griel*  is  so  lively,  I  shall  sink  under  it.  ir 
thou  hast  not  oompasuon  on  me ;  if  tnoQ 
hast  any  regard  for  the  preservatkm  of  mj 
life,  I  oo^iure  thea  to  aaist  and  advin  oml 
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The  grand  vizier,  no  leas  a*taohcd  to  tlie 
penon  of  the  sultan,  than  zealoiiAt  to  acquit 
himself  well  of  the  admiiiisiration  of  tho 
afTains  of  state,  conBiderin*^  how  to  ^ivc  his 
dOvcreign  some  cane,  bethouj^lit  hinit«lfofa 
aorcerras,  o^  whom  he  luid  heard  wonders, 
and  proposed  to  Bcnd  Cor  her  to  consult  her. 
The  sultan  coiidcnted,  and  tiicf  mud  vizier, 
afler  he  lind  sent  for  her,  inti-ouuced  her  lo 
him  himself. 

The  sultan  said  to  the  niasrician,  The 
affliction  I  have  been  in  t>ince  the  marriage 
of  mv  son  prince  Ali  to  the  princet!^  Nou- 
ronnihar,  my  niece,  on  account  of  the 
absence  of  prince  Ahmed,  isiso  well  known, 
and  so  public,  thai  undoubtedly  thou  canst 
be  no  stranger  to  it.  By  thy  art  and  skill 
CAHftt  thou  tell  nu'!  what  Ls  hecoiiio.  of  him  7 
Jf  he  is  alive,  where  he  in  ?  What  he  is 
doing,  ami  if  I  may  J  tope  ever  to  s(*e  him 
again?  To  tliis  the  Hircercds  made  an- 
swer. It  ifi  impossible,  sir,  lor  me,  though 
ever  so  skilful  in  my  proii»?)on,  to  an- 
swer immediately  the  ({uestions  vour  ma- 
iesty  asks  me ;  but  if  you  allow  till  to-mor- 
row, I  will  give  an  answer.  The  sul- 
tan granted,  her  the  time,  and  sent  her 
away,  with  a  promisi*  to  recompense  her 
well,  if  her  answer  proved  according  to  his 
de«ire. 

The  magician  returned  the  next  day,  and 
the  grand  vizier  presented  her  a  second 
time  to  the  sultan.  Sir,  said  she,  not  with- 
standin?  all  the  diliirence  I  have  used  in 
applying  the  rules  of  my  art.  to  obey  your 
majesty  in  what  you  desire  to  know,  I  have 
not  be^n  able  to  discover  anv  thing  more 
than  tliat  ))rince  Ahmed  is  alive.  This  is 
very  certani,  and  you  may  depend  on  it ; 
but  as  to  the  place  where  he  is  I  cannot 
find  it  out 

Thr  sultan  of  the  Indies  was  obliired  to 
be  Kitistied  with  this  answer;  which  left 
him  in  the  same  unc;isinoss  as  belbre  as  to 
the  prince's  liite. 

To  return  to  prince  Ahmed.  lie  so  ol)er> 
entertaine^l  the  lair}*  Fan  Banciu  with  talk- 
ing about  the  sultan  hi>(  father,  without 
speaking  any  more  of  his  desin*  to  m»o  liim, 
that  she  fully  comnrehonded  what  he 
meant;  and  jiereoivinir  this  re-stnunt  he 
put  u|X)n  himr^lf,  and  his  tenr  of  displeasr- 
ing  her  after  her  fiivt  rt;fuii;il.  she  first  in- 
ferred that  his  love  lor  Iht  was,  by  the  n.*- 
peated  proofs  he  had  sriven  h(T.  sincei'e : 
and  tiien  juds"in«r  by  hersplf  the  iniusiice 
she  w*is  eruilty  ol*  in  npi»osin2'  a  son's  ten- 
derness for  his  father,  and  endeavourinff  to 
make  him  n^nounce  that  natural  inclina- 
tion, she  rcsolvcvl  to  errant  him  the  leave 
which  fllie  saw  I«»  always  so  ardently  de- 
sired. One  day  she  s  li.l  't«»  him.  Prince,  the 
leave  you  have  asktMl  nie  \oco  and  st^e  the 
irahan  your  father,  gave  me  a  just  tear  that 
it  was  only  a  pretext  to  show  vour  incon- 
■tancy,  and  to  leave  ine.  ami  that  was  the 
»le  motive  ibr  my  refusing  you  ;  but  now 
I  am  so  fully  conviDcc^l  by  your  actioiis  and 


,  wonis,  that  I  can  derend  on  tout  constancy, 
anti  the  steadiness  of  your  love,  I  change 
my  resolution,  and  grant  you  that  have, 
upon  conditk)n  that  you  will  swear  to  me 
first,  that  your  aU<ence  sliull  not  be  lon^ . 
You  ought  not  to  be  concerned  at  tliit  con- 
dition, as  if  I  asked  it  out  of  distrust.  I  do 
it  only  because  1  know  that  it  will  give  you 
no  uneasinf^as,  convinced  as  I  am,  as  I  have 
alreatly  told  you,  of  the  aincerity  oi  your 
love. 

Prince  Ahmed  would  have  thrown  liim- 
self  at  the  lairy^s  feet,  to  show  hia  gratitwicL 
hut  she  i)revented  him.  My  suhaness,  said 
he,  I  am  sensible  of  ilie  great  favour  >'ou 
gnuit  me,  but  wjuit  words  to  return  the 
thanks  I  wish.  Supply  this  detect,  I  con- 
jure ynu,  and  whatever  you  can  suggest  to 
vourself,  be  rxTsuaded  I  think  mucli  more. 
You  may  believe  that  the  oath  will  five  me 
no  uneiisiness,  and  I  tiike  it  more  wHiinely, 
since  it  is  not  ixictsible  tor  me  to  live  witti- 
out  you.  I  go.  but  tlie  hai^te  I  shall  make  to 
return  slialTshow  you,  that  it  is  nM  tor  fear 
of  being  foresworn,  but  that  I  Ibllow  my  in- 
clination,  which  is  to  live  with  you  Ibr  ever, 
and  if  I  am  absent  some  tinje  with  your 
consent,  I  siiall  aUyays  avoiil  the  trouble  a 
too  long  absence  will  create  me. 

Pari  Banou  Wiis  tiie  more  cJiarmed  with 
these  sentiments  of  prince  AJuned,  hcc^iun 
they  removed  the  suspicious  she  liad  enters 
taineJ  of  him.  fearing  that  his  earnest  de- 
sii-e  to  go  to  see  the  sultan  his  lather  was 
only  a  pretext  tobjeak  his  faith  with  her.^ 
Prince,  s«iid  she,  go  wlien  you  )ilea:«  -.  but 
first  do  not  take  it  amiss  thai  I  give  ynu 
some  advice  how  yousiiali  Miavc  younacil 
where  you  are  going.  First,  I  do  nrK  tiiiiik 
it  prop<',r  lor  you  to  lell  the  sulian  your  hi- 
ther of  our  niarriaife,  ncirol'iny  qualitv.  ujr 
tije  place  where  vou  are  »ettlcd.  heg  oif 
him  to  1m'  sat istioil  with  knowing  >oj  are 
hapny,  and  tliat  you  desire  i.o  iiM)re;and 
let  him  know  that  the  mle  end  ot  >CHir 
visi^t  is  to  make  him  easy  alwtut  your  iWie. 

She  ap|X)inted  twenty  horsemen,  wfil 
mounted  and  eiiuip])ei],  to  attend  him.^ 
\yhen  all  Wits  ready,  prince  Ahmed  t«iic 
liis  leave  of  the  liiiry,  enibnici-ii  her.  aitd 
renewed  liis  promiMt  to  ret  urn  won.  Tlieo 
his  liorse,  which  was  nuk^l  tinely  ra|iar»suih 
ed.  and  Wiu<as  beautiful  a  creature  a^  aitr 
in  the  sultan  of  tJie  IndiiV  stithies.  vfM 
brtmght  to  him.  anvl  he  mounted  him  w.trt 
an  extraordiiuu'y  gnice.  with  ffreiit  pioa- 
suie  to  the  fairy ;  and  ailiT  he  h:ul  bui  iicr 
adieu,  set  Ibrward  on  his  journey. 

As  it  was  not  a  great  wjiy  to  his  father i 
capitid,  prince  Ahmed  axMi  arrivtni  iht-re. 
The  jxH)ple,  glad  to  see  him  iigain.  receiv- 
ed him  witii  acclamatiuiia- uf  jov.  and  loi- 
lowed  him  in  crowiis  to  the  sultan V  ai-ar?- 
menl. — The  sulian  reeeiveil  uiid  nnbracA: 
him  with  great  j<»y  ;  conipIainii»g  at  tat 
sjinie  time,  with  a  liuUcriy  irnden.es&H 
the  alii iction  his  lon^  :dl^ence  haii  berrito 
him.  wiiich  he  saiil  wa^i  tiic  more  ^ neviwi. 
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for  that  fortune  havmg  decided  in  favour 

of  prince  AM  hit  brother,  he  was  afraid  he 

murht  have  committed  rome  act  of  desfyair. 

Sir,  replied  prince  Ahmed,  I  leave  it  to 

Gur  majesty  to  consider,  if,  afler  having 
t  the  princess  Nouronnihar,  who  was  the 
only  object  of  my  desires,  I  could  resolve  to 
be  a  witness  of  prince  All's  haopiness.  If  I 
had  been  callable  of  so  unworthy  an  action, 
what  would  the  court  and  city  have  thoug^ht 
of  my  love,  or  what  your  majesty  ?  Love 
k  a  passion  we  cannot  throw  off  when  wc 
will ;  it  rules  and  governs  us.  and  will  not 
give  a  true  lover  time  to  make  use  of  his 
reason. — Your  majesty  knows,  that  when 
I  shot  my  arrow,  the  most  extraordinary 
thing  that  ever  befell  anv  body  happened 
to  me,  that  in  so  large  and  level  a  plain  as 
that  where  the  horses  are  exercised,  it 
■hould  not  be  possible  to  find  mv  arrow.  I 
k»t  the  cause,  the  justice  of  which  was  as 
much  due  to  my  love  as  to  that  of  tlie  prin- 
ces my  brothers. — Though  thus  vanquished 
by  the  caprice  of  fate,  Ilost  no  time  ui  vain 
oomnlaints;  but,  to  Hitiafy  my  perplexed 
mind,  in  the  adventure  which  I  could  not 
comprehend.  I  gave  my  attendants  the  slip, 
and  returned  back  agam  alone  to  look  for 
mv  arrow.  I  sought  all  about  the  place 
where  prince  Houesain's  and  prince  AJi^ 
arrows  were  fbimd,  and  where  1  imagined 
mine  must  have  fallen ;  but  all  my  labour 
was  in  vain.  I  was  not  discouraged,  but 
continued  my  search  on  the  same  ground 
in  a  direct  line,  suid  kx)kcd  C4irefully  about 
where  I  could  guess  it  might  have  fallen  ; 
and  after  this  manner  h^  gone  above  a 
league,  without  being  able  to  meet  with 
any  thmg  like  tin  arrow,  when  I  reflected 
that  it  was  not  possible  that  mine  should 
fly  80  tar.  I  stopped,  and  asked  myself 
whether  I  was  in  my  right  senses,  to  flatter 
m>i3elf  with  having  strength  enough  to 
shoot  an  arrow  so  much  farther  than  any 
of  the  greatt»Kt  heroes  in  the  world  were 
able  to  do.  After  I  had  argued  thus  with 
myself  I  w*as  ready  to  abiuidon  my  enter- 
prise ;  but  when  I  was  on  tlie  point  of  put- 
ting my  resolution  in  execution,  I  found 
myself  drawn  forward  almost  against  my 
will ;  and  atler  having  gone  four  leagues 
to  that  part  of  the  plain  where  it  is  bound- 
ed by  rocks,  I  perceived  an  arrow.  I  ran 
and  took  it  up,  and  knew  it  to  be  the  same 
which  I  had  shot,  but  which  had  not  been 
found  in  the  time  or  place  that  it  should 
have  been.  Far  from  thinking  your  ma- 
jesty had  done  me  any  injustice  m  declaring 
for  mv  brother  prince  Ali,  I  interpreted 
what  had  hapnened  to  me  quite  otherwise, 
and  never  douoted  but  there  was  a  mys- 
tery in  it  to  my  advantage :  the  diecoverr 
of  wluch  I  ou^ht  not  to  neglect,  and  which 
1  found  out  without  going  ranher  from  the 
spot  But  as  to  this  mystery,  I  beg  your 
majesty  will  not  take  it  ill  that  I  am  alent, 
VM  that  you  will  be  satisfiad  to  know  from 


est 


my  own  mouth  that  I  am  happy,  and  con- 
tent with  m  v  fate. 

In  the  midst  of  all  my  happinen,  the  only 
thing  that  troubled  me,  or  was  canable  ol 
disturbing  me,  was  the  vmeasiness  I  feared 
your  majesty  was  in,  upon  account  of  my  • 
leaving  the  court,  and  your  not  knowinfc 
what  was  become  of  me.  I  thought  it  my 
duty  to  satisfy  you  in  this  point.  This  was 
the  only  motive  which  brought  me  hither; 
the  only  favour  I  ask  of  your  majesty  is  to 
give  me  leave  to  come  ol\en  and  pay  you 
my  respects,  and  inquire  afler  your  health. 

Son,  Qjiswered  the  sultan  of  the  Indies,  I 
cannot  refufte  you  the  leave  you  ask  me, 
but,  I  should  much  rather  you  woukl  re- 
solve to  stay  witli  me.  At  least,  tell  me 
were  1  may  hear  of  you,  if  you  should  fciil 
to  come,  or  when  I  may  think  your  pre- 
sence necessary.  Sir,  replied  prince  Ah- 
med, what  your  majesty  asks  of  me  is  part 
of  the  mystery  I  epoke  to  vour  majesty  of. 
I  beg  of  you  to  give  me  leave  to  remain 
silent  on  this  head ;  for  I  shall  come  so  fre- 
quently where  my  duty  calls,  that  I  am 
afraid  I  shall  sooner  be  thought  trouble- 
some, than  be  accused  of  negUgencc  in  my 
duty,  when  my  presence  may  be  necessary. 

The  sultan  of  the  Indies  pressed  prince 
Ahmed  no  more,  but  said  to  him,  Son,  I 
penetrate  no  f iirther  into  your  secrets,  but 
leave  you  at  your  liberty.  I  can  only  tell 
you,  tliat  you  could  not  do  me  a  greater 
pleasure  than  to  come,  and,  by  your  pre- 
sence, restore  to  me  the  joy  I  have  not  felt 
for  a  long  time ;  and  that  you  shall  alwa3rs 
be  welcome  when  you  come,  without  inter- 
rupting your  business  or  your  pleasure. 

rrince  Ahmod  stayed  but  three  days  at 
the  sultan  his  lather's  court,  and  the  fourth 
returned  to  tlie  fairy  Pari  Banou,  who  re- 
ceived him  with  the  greater  i()y,  as  she  did 
not  exiicct  him  so  soon.  His  diligence 
made  her  condemn  herself  lor  suspecting 
his  want  of  fidelity.  She  never  diaaembld 
in  the  least,  but  franklv  ownod  her  weak- 
ness to  the  prince,  ana  asked  his  pardon. 
So  periect  was  the  unk)ii  of  these  two  lo- 
vers, that  they  had  but  one  will  between 
them. 

A  month  afler  prince  Ahmed's  return 
from  paying  a  visit  to  liis  father,  as  the 
fairy  Pari  Banou  had  observed,  that  once 
the  time  tliat  the  prince  gave  her  an  ac- 
count of  his  journey,  and  his  conversatkn 
with  his  father,  in  which  he  asked  hb  leave 
to  come  and  see  him  from  time  to  time,  he 
had  never  spoken  of  the  sultan,  as  if  there 
had  been  no  such  person  in  the  world. 
whereai«  before  he  was  always  speaking  of 
him,  she  thought  he  forbore  on  her  account ; 
and  therefore  took  an  opportunity  to  say  to 
him  one  day.  Tell  me,  prince,  have  you 
forgotten  the  sultan  your  tiuher?  Do  not 
you  remember  the  promise  you  made  to  go 
and  see  him  from  time  to  time  ?  For  my 
part,  I  have  not  forgotten  what  you  toUi 
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me  at  your  retam,  and  put  von  in  mind  of 
it,  that  you  may  not  bo  lon»  l»crore  vou  ac- 
quit youreelt*  of  your  promise  lor  the  first 
time. 

Madam,  replied  prince  Alime<l,  with  the 
same  lively  tone  as  the  tairy  spoke  to  him, 
as  I  know  I  am  not  ffuilty  of  the  Ibr^etful- 
ncfis  you  epeak  of.  i  nithcr  choose  to  he 
thus  reproached,  however  undoserveilly, 
than  expose  myself  ti>  a  rj^ftipal,  by  .showing" 
uiipeaflonably  a  desire  lor  what  il  miiyht 
have  ^iven  you  pain  to  i?nuit.  Princf .  si  id 
the  fairy,  I  would  not  have  yon  in  thi.s  af- 
fair have  eo  much  ooiiBidcratioii  lor  nie, 
since  it  ia  a  month  t-ince  you  have  scon  the 
sultan  your  lather.  F  think  you  should  not 
be  longer  than  a  month  beloic  you  renew 
3rour  visits.  Pav  him  another  vl«it  to-mor- 
row, and  aller  that,  go  and  see  him  once  a 
month,  without  speaking  to  me,  or  waiting 
for  my  leave.    I  readily  consent. 

Prince  Ahmed  went  the  next  morning 
with  the  same  attendants  as  belbre,  but 
much  finer,  and  himself  more  magnifi- 
cently mounted,  equipped,  and  dressedjand 
was  receive<]  by  the  suhan  with  the  same 

1'oy  and  satisfiiction.  For  £«veral  moniiis 
le  constantly  iNiid  him  visits,  and  always 
in  a  richer  and  more  brilliant  e/iuipage. 

At  last  some  viziers,  the  sultan'i>  tiivour- 
ites,  who  judged  of  prince  Ahmed's  gran- 
deur and  power  by  the  figure  he  made, 
abused  the  liberty  the  sultan  gave  thein  ol' 
speaking  to  him,  to  make  liim  jealous  of  his 
■on.  Tiiey  represented  to  him  that  it  vvjis 
but  common  prudence  to  know  where  the 
prince  had  retired,  and  howhecoidd  nfibrd 
to  live  at  such  a  rate,  since  he  had  no  re- 
venue nor  income  iiiisigncd  him,  and  that 
he  seemed  to  come  to  court  only  to  brave 
him,  by  afiecting  to  show  that  he  wanted 
nothing  of  him  to  live  like  a  prince,  alid 
that  it  was  to  be  feared  he  might  stir  up 
the  p(»ple's  fiivour,  and  dethrone  him. 

The  sultan  of  the  Indies  was  so  far  from 
thinking  that  prince  Ahmed  could  be  capa- 
ble of  so  wk^ked  a  design,  as  his  favourites 
would  make  him  believe,  that  he  Kiid  to 
them,  You  are  mistaken  ;  my  eon  love:?  me, 
and  I  am  the  more  afwuit3d  of  hi.s  tondcrncisj 
and  fidelity,  as  I  have  given  liim  no  reason 
to  be  disgusted. 

Upon  these  last  words,  one  of  the  favour- 
ites took  an  opportunity  to  say,  Your  ma- 
jesty, in  the  opinion  oi*  tlic  inoKt  senHrhle 
people,  could  not  have  taken  a  better  me- 
thod than  what  you  have  done  witli  the  | 
three   princes,  respecting  their  marrinsje 


fears  are  vain ;    that  we   are   too   easily 
alarmed,  and  are  to  blame  to  suggest  to 
you  suspicions  of  this  sort,  whicJi    may, 
perhaift;,  be  unt<)iin''ed,  against  a  prince  ot 
your  bloo.!.    But,  sir,  lunvuivi  ti^e  tiivour- 
ite,  it  may  be  also  these  su.<«picions  may  be 
well  *rmun«tcd.    Your  maje?ty  is  M'ns:blc, 
that  111  .«:o  nice  and  important  an  atfair,  yoa 
cannot  be  tcni  much  ui»oii  your  £ruani.  ami 
should  take  tiie  saie?t  course.    C'jn«.d**r.  it 
istlio  prince's  husiiscs'.stodiri.^emble.  rimuse. 
and  (l(»(*eivc  you ;  and  the  ihiiiirer  is  ilie 
grcatcT,  as  the  prince  residcas  not  lUr  frnm 
your  capit;  J  ;  and  if  your  majpsty  give  but 
the  siLuie  attention  that  we  do.  you  may 
observe  that  every  time  he  come.-*,  he  ani 
his  attendants  arc  fresh,  and  their  cioLhei 
and  their  hooves'  housings  are  clean  and 
bright,  sm  if  thev  were  cume  from  the  ma- 
ker's hands,  and  their  horses  kx>k  as  it*  they 
had  only  been  walked  out.     These  are 
suflicient  signs  that  prince  Ahmed  does  not 
come  a  great  way ;  so  that  we  should  think 
ourselves  wanting  in  our  duty  if  we  did 
not  make  our  humble  remonstrances,  that 
lor  your  own  preservation  and  tiie  good  of 
your  people,  you  might  take  such  measures 
as  you  sliail  think  fit 

When  the  lavourite  had  made  an  end  of 
thi.s  long  speech,  the  sultan  said.  Be  it  as  it 
will,  I  do  not  believe  ni}'  son  Ahmed  is  so 
wicked  as  you  wouUl  ix.'r?uade  me  he  is : 
however,  I  am  obliged  to  you  for  your  good 
advice,  and  do  not  doubt  that  it  proceeds 
from  a  good  intention. 

The  ijuitan  of  the  Indies  said  this,  that 
his  til vonritra*  might  not  know  the  imprps- 
FJons  their  discour&x^  had  made  on  his  nund. 
He  was,  however,  so  much  alarmcil  by  it, 
that  he  resolved  to  have  prince  Ahmed 
watche'l,  unknown  to  his  ?raivl  viz:er. 
For  this  end,  he  sent  l(>r  the  female  m.i£> 
cian,  who  was  intrnducinl  by  a  priv;iie  d4»if 
into  his  clo-^it.  You  tol  J  me  the  truth-  said 
he,  ivht-n  you  a--ured  me  mv  eon  Ahmed 
was  alive,  lor  wliicli  I  am  obliged  ti»  >oj. 
You  must  do  me  another  pleasure.  I  Itive 
t?een  him  since,  and  he  ooiih»s  to  mv  cMirt 
every  month  ;  luit  I  cannot  learn  liom  [i;m 
\yherc  he  resides,  and  I  did  not  wh.h  to 
ll)rce  his  secret  out  ot'  him,  but  believi*  you 
are  capable  of  Kiitisfying  my  currtfriiv, 
without  lottiiii?  him.  or  any  ul  my  coiirt. 
know  any  thing  of  the  matter.  Y^u  know 
that  at  this  present  time  he  is  here  wiih  me, 
and  is  used  to  go  away  without  x.xmu^ 
\ei\ve  of  me.  or  any  of  my  court,  ijr.t  iiii- 
niediately  U{ion  the  road,  and  w;i!i*h  imn 


with  the  princess  Nouronnihar;  but  who   .so  well,  as  to  find  out  where  he  retires.  ajJ 


knows  \yhether  prince  Ahmed  has  submit- 
ted to  his  late  with  the  same  resignation  as 
prince  Hou?sain?  May  not  he  ima*riue 
that  he  alone  deserved  her,  and  that  your 
majesty,  bv  leaving  that  matter  to  be  de- 
cided by  chance,  has  done  him  injustice  1 

Your  majesty  may  say,  added  the  mali- 
cious liivourite,  that  prince  Ahmed  has 
given  no  sign  of  dissatistaction ;  that  our 


bring  mc  word. 

The  magician  left  the  sultan,  and  know- 
ing the  place  wiu're  prince  Ahmed  lourid 
his  arrow,  wrnt  immediiitcly  tlnfhcr.  irJ 
hid  herself  near  the  rocks,  so  tiiut  nohod> 
could  see  her. 

The  next  morning  prince  Ahmed  serrat 
by  day-break,  without  taking  leave  euber 
of  the  sultan  or  anv  of  hie  court,  accxitlme 
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lo  custom.  The  ma^picion  seeing  him  com- 
ing, followed  him  with  her  eyes,  till  on  a 
Budiieo  slie  lost  sight  of  him  and  his  atten- 
danU>. 

The  Fleepne**  of  the  rocks  formed  an 
insurmountable  barrier  tu  men,  wliether  on 
horseback  or  on  KmH,  ao  that  the  imigician 
judged  that  there  were  but  two  ways; 
either  that  the  prince  retired  into  some  ca- 
vern, or  into  Home  place  under  gmund,  the 
abotleofgenit'tior liiirics.  Whenshe  thought 
the  prince  and  his  attendants  were  out  of 
sight,  and  returned  into  the  cavern  or  sub- 
terraneous niaco  she  imairinevl,  she  canx' 
out  of  the  niace  where  siie  liad  hid  lierself, 
and  went  airecily  to  the  hollow  way  where 
shv,  had  seen  thein  4J^o  in.  Sh-.*  entered  it, 
going  and  returninif  wveral  times,  and 
procite<ling  to  the  .siK)t  where  it  terminated 
m  many  windings,  luokini;  carefully  about 
on  all  kiides.  But  notwithstanding  ail  her 
dihironce,  bihe  could  i)erceive  no  opening, 
nor  the  iron  gate  which  prince  Ahmed  dii^ 
covered :  lor  this  door  was  ^to  be  seen  by 
and  o}H3ned  to  none  but  men,  an;l  oidy  to 
Huch  men  wlio^  presence  was  agreeable 
to  the  tairy  Pari  Banou,  and  not  at  all  to 
women. 

The  magician,  who  saw  it  was  in  vain 
ibr  her  to  st'arch  any  larther,  w^tis  r^bliged 
to  be  satisfied  with  the  discovery  she  liad 
made,  and  returned  to  give  the  suluui  an 
account.  When  she  had  told  him  what 
6lie  hiul  done,  slie  added,  Your  maiesty 
mav  easily  understand,  ailer  what  1  have 
had  the  honour  to  tell  you,  it  will  be  no 
dilHcult  matter  to  give  you  the  siitistiiction 
you  dedire  concerning  prince  Ahmed's  con- 
duct. 1  will  not  tell  you  now  wtiat  I  think, 
but  choose  to  let  you  know  ma  wav  tliat 
will  not  sutler  you  to  doubt  of  it.  To  do 
this.  I  only  ask  time,  and  tliat  you  will  iuive 
p;itience,  and  give  me  leave  to  ck)  it, with- 
out iiKiuirhig  what  measures  I  design  to 
take. 

The  sultan  was  very  well  pleased  with 
the  magician's  conduct^  and  slid  to  her. 
Do  yuu  as  you  think  ht ;  I  will  wait  pa- 
tiently the  event  of  your  pn)mi^i^.  An«l 
to  encourage  her,  he  ma<le  her  a  prevent  oi* 
a  diamontr  of  great  value,  telling  her  it 
was  only  an  earnest  of  the  ample  recc>m- 
)iense  she  should  receive  when  she  luui 
do;u;  him  that  imtxHtant  piece  of  service, 
which  he  lell  to  her  manaj^einent. 

As  prince  Ahmed,  after  he  had  obtained 
the  fairy  Pari  Hanou's  leave  to  go  to  the 
sultan  of  the  hhlies'  court,  never  tailed  ' 
once  a  month,  and  the  magician  knowing 
the  time,  went  a  day  or  two  before  lo  tlie 
foot  of  the  rock,  where  slie  lost  si^ht  ot'the 
prince  ami  his  attendants,  ana  waited 
there  with  an  intention  to  execute  the  pro- 
ect  she  had  Ibrmod. 

The  next  morning  prince  Ahmed  went 
out  as  usual  at  the  iron  gate,  witli  the  same 
attendants  as  beibre,  and  )»adtied  by  the 
magician,  whom  he  knew  not  to  be  such ; 


and  seeing  her  lie  with  her  head  opon  the 
rock,  and  complaining  a£  if  she  was  in  ereat 
pain,  he  pitied  her,  turned  his  horse  about, 
and  went  to  her,  and  asked  her  what  was 
the  matter  with  her,  and  what  lie  could 
do  to  relieve  her.  • 

The  artful  sorceress,  without  Ufling  up 
her  head,  k)oked  at  the  priuce  in  a  manner 
to  incre;ise  hiscompaadon,  alreiidv  excited, 
ami  answereil  in  broken  words  and  siglis,  as 
if  she  could  hardly  letch  her  breath,  that  she 
was  going  to  the  city,  but  in  the  way  thi- 
ther was  taken  with  so  violent  a  fever, 
that  her  strength  tailed  her,  and  she  was 
I  Ibrceil  to  stop  and  lie  down  where  he  saw 
her,  far  from  any  habitauon,  and  without 
anv  hoiM^  of  assistance. 

(vuo<l  wonian,  replied  prince  Ahmed,  yoa 
are  not  so  tar  from  help  as  you  imagine.  I 
am  ready  to  assist  you,  and  convey  you 
where  you  shall  not  only  have  all  possible 
care  taken  of  you,  but  where  you  wdl  find 
a  s|)eedy  cure ;  only  get  up.  and  let  one  of 
my  |)eople  take  you  b«hina  him. 

At  these  words,  the  magician,  who  pre- 
tended sickness  oidy  to  know  where  the 
Krince  lived,  what  he  dki,  and  what  was 
is  situation,  did  not  reluse  the  charitable 
otler  he  made  her  so  freely :  and,  to  show 
her  acceptance  of  it  rather  oy  her  actk>ns 
than  by  her  words,  she  made  many  affect- 
ed eflbrts  to  get  up,  pretending  that  the 
violence  of  her  illness  prevented  her.  At 
the  same  time,  two  oi'  the  prince's  attend- 
ants alighting  off  their  horses,  helped  her 
up,  and  set  ner  behind  another.  Thej 
mounted  their  horses  a^in.  and  followed 
the  prince,  who  turned  oacK  to  the  iron 
gate,  which  was  opened  bv  one  of  his  re- 
tinue, who  rode  before.  When  he  came 
into  the  outward  court  of  the  fairy's  palace, 
without  dismounting  himself,  he  sent  to  tell 
her  he  wanted  to  speak  with  her. 

The  fairy  Pari  Banou  came  with  all 
imaginable  haste,  not  knowing  what  made 
prince  Ahmed  return  so  soon;  who,  not 
giving  her  time  to  ask  him  the  reason,  said. 
My  princess,  I  desire  you  would  havecom- 
paiiLsion  on  this  good  woman,  pointing  to 
the  magician,  who  was  taken  on  the  horse 
by  two  of  his  retinue :  1  found  her  in  the 
condition  you  sec  her  in,  and  promised  her 
the  assistance  she  stands  in  need  of*.  I  re- 
commend her  to  your  care,  and  am  per 
suade  1  that  you,  from  inclinatk>n,  as  well 
as  at  my  request,  will  not  abandd^i  her. 

The  fairy  Pari  Banou,  wlw  had  her  eyes 
fixed  u|)on  the  pretended  sick  woman  all 
the  time  that  the  prince  was  talking  to  her. 
ordcrcil  two  of  her  women  who  kdlowed 
her  to  take  her  from  tlie  two  men  that  held 
her,  !uid  carr>'  her  into  an  apartment  o 
the  palace,  anil  take  as  much  care  of  hei 
as  ot'  herself. 

Whilst  the  two  women  executed  Uic 
fairy's  commands,  she  went  up  to  prince 
Ahmed,  and  whispering  him  in  the  ear, 
said,  Prince,  1  commend  }'our  compassion, 


in 
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irhioh  m  worthy  of  70a  and  jom  huih.  I 
lako  fi^reat  pleasure  in  gratifying  your  good 
intention :  out  give  me  leave  to  tell  you,  I 
am  afraia  it  win  be  but  iJl  rewarded.  This 
woman  is  not  bo  sick  as  she  pretends  to  be ; 
and  I  am  very  much  mistaken  if  slie  is  not 
tent  hither  on  purpose  to  occasion  you  great 
trouble.  But  do  not  be  concerned,  let  what 
will  be  devisetl  against  you :  be  persuadeil 
that  I  will  deliver  you  out  of  all  the  snares 
that  shall  be  laid  lor  you.  Go  and  pursue 
your  journey. 

This  discourse  of  the  fairy's  did  not  in  the 
least  alarm  prince  Ahmed.  My  princes, 
nid  he,  as  I  do  not  remember  I  ever  did,  or 
designed  to  do,  anv  body  an  injury.  I  can- 
not believe  any  body  can  have  a  thought 
of  doing  me  one ;  but  if  they  have,  I  shall 
not  forroar  doing  good,  whenever  I  have 
an  opportunity.  So  saying,  he  took  leave 
oi'  the  fairy,  and  set  ibrward  again  for  his 
father's  capital,  where  he  soon  arrived,  and 
was  received  as  usual  by  the  sultan,  who 
constrained  himself  as  much  as  possible,  to 
disguise  the  trouble  arising  from  the  suspi- 
cions suggested  b^^  his  favourites. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  two  women  to 
whom  the  tairy  Pari  Banou  had  given  her 
orders  carried  the  magician  into  a  very  fine 
apartment,  richly  furnished.  First,  they  set 
her  down  upon  a  sola,  with  her  back  sup- 
ported with  a  cushion  of  gold  brocacle,  while 
they  made  a  bed  on  the  same  sofa  before 
her,  the  cjuilt  of  which  was  finely  embroi- 
dered with  silk,  the  sheets  of  the  fines?! 
linen,  and  the  coverlid  cloth  of  gold.  \Vhcn 
they  had  put  her  into  bed,  (for  the  old  sor- 
ceress pretended  that  her  fever  was  so 
violent,  she  could  not  help  herself  in  the 
least,)  one  of  the  women  went  out,  and 
returned  soon  again  with  a  china  cup  in 
her  hand,  full  of  a  certain  liquor,  which 
she  presented  to  the  magician,  while  the 
other  helped  her  to  sit  up.  Drjnk  this  li- 
quor, sain  she ;  it  is  the  water  of  the  foun- 
tain of  lions,  and  a  sovereign  remedy 
against  all  fevers  whatsoever.  You  will 
find  the  effect  of  it  in  less  than  an  hour's 
time. 

The  magician,  to  di^^mble  the  better, 
took  it,  alier  a  great  deal  of  entreaty,  as  if 
she  was  very  much  averse  to  take  that 
potion ;  but  at  last  she  took  the  china  cup, 
and  phakinff  her  head  as  if  she  did  great 
violence  to  nerself,  swallowed  the  liquor. 
When  she  was  laid  down  again,  the  two 
women  covered  her  up.  Lie  quiet,  said 
she  who  brought  her  the  china  cup,  and 
get  a  little  sleep  if  vou  can :  we  will  leave 
you,  and  hojie  to  find  you  perfectly  cure»l 
when  we  come  an  hour  hence. 

The  magician,  who  came  not  to  act  a 
mck  part  long,  but  only  to  discover  prince 
Ahmeii's  retreat,  and  what  made  him  leave 
his  lather's  cx)urt,  being  fully  satisfied  in 
what  she  wanted  to  know,  would  willingly 
have  nt*rlared  that  the  potion  had  then  had 


its  eflfects,  10  mat  was  her  dmire  to  le^ 
turn  to  the  sultan,  to  infiwin  him  of  the 
success  of  her  oommiBsion :  but  at  ahe  had 
been  told  that  the  potion  did  not  operate 
immediately,  she  waa  forced  to  wait  the 
women's  return. 

The  two  women  came  acain  at  the  time 
they  said  thev  should,  and  found  the  maci- 
cian  up  and  dressed,  and  seated  on  uie 
sofa ;  who,  when  she  saw  them  open  the 
door  of  the  apartment,  cried  out,  O  the 
admirable  potion !  it  has  wrought  its  cure 
much  sooner  than  you  told  me  it  would, 
and  I  have  waited  a  long  time  with  impa- 
tience, to  desire  you  to  carry  me  to  your 
charitable  mistress,  to  thank  her  for  her 
kindness,  for  which  I  shall  alwari  be 
obliged  to  her,  since  being  thus  curea  as  by 
a  miracle,  I  would  not  lose  time,  but  pro- 
secute my  journey. 

The  two  women,  who  were  fairies  as  wdl 
as  their  mistresB,  afler  they  had  told  the 
magician  how  glad  they  were  that  dut  was 
cured  so  soon,  walked  before  her,  and  con- 
ducted her  through  several  apartments,  all 
more  superb  than  that  wherein  she  lay,  into 
a  large  hall,  the  most  richly  and  magnifi- 
cently furnished  of  all  the  palace. 

Pari  Banou  was  seated  in  this  hall,  on  a 
throne  of  massy  gold,  enriched  wHh  dia- 
monds, rubies,  and  pearls  d*  an  extraordi- 
nary size,  and  attended  on  each  hand  br  a 
great  number  of  beautiful  fairies,  all  ricnl^ 
dressed.  At  the  sight  of  so  much  nuuesiy, 
the  magician  was  not  only  dazzled,  but 
was  so  struck,  that  after  she  had  prostrated 
herciclf  before  the  throne,  she  could  not 
o{)en  her  lips  to  thank  the  fairy,  as  she  pro- 
pofied.  However,  Pari  Banou  saved  her 
the  trouble,  and  said  to  her,  Good  woman. 
I  am  glad  I  had  an  opportunity  to  otiiige 
you,  and  to  see  vou  are  able  to  pursnie  >ixir 
journey.  I  will  not  detain  yon  ;  but  per- 
haps you  may  not  be  displeruned  to  «e  hit 
pa  (are :  follow  my  women,  and  they  will 
show  it  you. 

'The  old  porceres?,  who  had  not  power 
nor  courage  to  say  a  word,  pmotrated  her- 
self a  second  time,  with  her  head  on  the 
carpet  that  covered  the  ftx>t  of  the  throne, 
and  HO  took  hr.r  leave,  and  w:ii»  conducted 
by  the  two  fairies  through  all  tlte  same 
apartments  which  were  sliown  to  prince 
Ahmed  at  his  firet  arrival  there,  and  at 
sight  of  their  uncommon  magnificence,  she 
made  frequent  exclamatk>iii«.  But  wliat 
surprised  her  most  of  all  wai>,  that  the  two 
fairies  told  her,  tliat  all  she  saw  and  ad- 
mired so  much  was  a  mere  sketch  ol'  their 
mistress's  grandeur  and  riches:  and  that 
in  the  extent  of  her  dominions  1^  had  » 
many  palaces  tliat  they  could  not  tell  the 
number  of  them,  all  of  different  plans  sod 
architecture,  and  equally  magniucent  lai 
superb.  In  talking  of  many  other  par*jru 
lam,  they  led  her  at  last  to  the  iron  f9^  at 
which  prince  Ahmed  brought  her  »  and 
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alVer  ihe  had  taken  her  leave  of  them,  and 
thanked  them  for  their  trouble,  they  oi)ened 
it,  and  wished  her  a  gcxxl  journey. 

Afler  the  magician  hiui  gone  a  little 
way,  she  tumeti  back  a^ain  to  obt^erve  the 
door  and  know  it  iigain.  out  all  in  vain :  for, 
as  was  before  observeci,  it  was  invisible  to 
her  und  all  other  women.  Except  in  this 
circumstance,  she  Wiis  very  well  satisfied 
with  executin*^  tiie  comnnssion  she  had 
undertaken,  and  (KKnted  away  to  the  sultan. 
When  she  came  to  tlie  capital,  slie  went 
by  a  great  many  by-ways  to  the  i^rivate 
door  of  the  palace.  Tlie  sultan  being  in- 
formed of  her  arrival,  sent  for  her  into  his 
apartment,  and  perceiving  a  melancholy 
Ymng  upon  her  countenance,  he  thou^it 
■he  nad  not  succeeded,  and  said  to  her,  By 
your  looks  I  surmise  tliat  your  journey  has 
been  to  no  purpose,  and  that  you  have  not 
made  the  discovery  I  expected  from  your 
diligence.  Sir^  replied  the  magician,  your 
majesty  must  give  me  leave  to  represent  to 

J^ou,  that  you  ought  not  to  jud^e  bv  my 
ooks  whether  or  no  I  have  acquitted  my- 
self well  in  the  execution  of  the  commands 
vou  were  pleased  to  honour  me  with ;  but 
by  the  faithful  report  1  shidl  make  you  of 
all  thiit  has  hapi)encd  to  me,  and  by  whk;h 
vou  will  find  that  I  have  not  neglected  any 
thing  that  could  render  me  worthy  of  your 
approbation.  The  melancholy  you  oUirve 
in  my  fare  proceeds  fmm  um)ther  cause 
than  the  want  of  suc^^eiw,  which  I  hope 
your  majesty  will  have  all  tJie  rciUion  in  the 
world  to  t>e  content  with.  1  do  iK)t  tell  you 
the  raii!H> ;  tlie  relation  1  am  going  to  give 
will,  if  you  Iwive  patience,  int<>nn  vou  of  it. 
Then  the  magician  related  to  tiie  sulUm 
of  the  Indies  how  she  pi*etended  to  be  sick, 
prince  Ahmed  coini>assi(>iiatingher,had  her 
carried  into  a  KUOterraueouH  abode,  and 
presented  and  reconunemh^d  her  himself  to 
a  fairy  of  incomfiarahle  beauty,  desiring 
her  by  her  cju-e  to  re.-^torc  her  healtli.  Then 
r<he  told  him  with  how  nuieh  rondcscensiun 
tlie  fairy  prestMitly  ordered  two  fairies  that 
attended  her,  to  take  care  of  her,  and  not 
to  leave  her  till  who  w.i.=»  it'covered  ;  which 
i^irat  condescenHinii,  >:aid  tdie,  e^Mild  pn>- 
reed  from  no  other  ihtsoii  hut  fn>in  a  wi!*e 
to  a  husl)aiid.  Afterwards  the  old  Horoe- 
ivs.-  failed  not  toexag^emteon  her  surprise 
at  the  tront  of  the  )^iTace,  which  she  Miid 
h«u)  not  it<)  fellow  in  the  world,  while  the 
two  fairies  hehl  her  by  each  arm,  like  a  sick 
l>erson,  as  slie  fcigiied  to  be,  that  could  not 
walk  or  supfiort  herii<df  She  gave  a  par- 
ticular account  of  the  care  they  took  of  ner, 
after  they  had  led  her  into  another  aiKirt- 
mcnt:  of*  the  potion  tiiey  imide  her  drink, 
imd  of  the  quickness:  of  her  cure,  which  slie 
pretended  as  well  as  her  sickiM^si*,  though 
alie  doubted  not  the  virtue  of  the  draught ; 
the  majesty  of  tlie  fairy  seated  on  a  throne^ 
brilliant  with  iewels,  the  viilue  of  which 
exceede^l  all  tlie  riches  of  the  kingilom  ol' 
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the  Indies,  and  all  the  other  riches,  beyond 
computatkm,  contained  in  that  vast  palace. 

Here  the  magician,  finishing  the  relation 
of  the  success  of  her  commission,  and  con- 
tinuing her  discourse,  said.  What  does  your 
majesty  think  of  these  unneard-of  riches  of 
the  fairy  ?  Perhaps  you  will  saj^,  you  are 
struck  with  admiratk>n,  and  reioice  at  the 
good  fortune  of  prince  Ahmed  your  son, 
who  enjoys  them  m  common  witli  the  fairy. 
For  my  i)art,  sir,  I  be^  of  your  majesty  to 
forgive  me,  if  I  take  the  liberty  to  remon- 
strate to  you,  that  I  think  otherwise^  and 
that  I  shudder  when  I  consider  the  misfor- 
t tines  which  may  happen  to  you  from  it 
And  this  is  the  cause  of  the  melancholy 
which  I  could  not  so  well  dinemble.  but 
that  you  soon  perceived  it.  I  would  believe 
that  prince  Alimed,  by  his  own  good  dispo- 
sition, is  incapable  of  undertaking  any  xhmg 
against  your  majesty ;  but  who  can  answer 
that  the  fairy,  by  her  attractkxis  and  ca- 
resses, and  the  influence  she  has  alreadjr 
over  him,  may  not  inspire  him  witli  a  dan- 
gerous design  of  dethroning  your  majestjr, 
and  seizing  the  crown  of  the  Indies?  Thii 
is  what  your  majesty  ought  to  consider  aa 
a  6(Tious  aifiiir  of  the  utmost  importance. 

Though  the  sultan  of  the  Indies  waa 
very  well  persuaded  that  prince  Ahmed^ 
natural  dispositk)n  was  good,  yet  he  could 
not  help  being  moved  at  the  discourse  of 
the  old  sorceress,  and  said,  I  thank  you  for 
tlie  ptiins  you  have  t^iken,  and  your  wlmle- 
Hoiiie  caution.  I  am  so  sensible  of  the  great 
imiK)rtance  it  is  to  me,  that  I  shall  take 
lulvice  uix)n  it 

He  Wiis  consulting  with  his  favourites, 
when  he  was  told  of  the  magician's  arrival. 
He  ordered  her  to  follow  him  to  them.  He 
acquainted  them  witli  what  he  had  learnt, 
and  communicated  toUiem  also  the  reason 
he  h;id  to  fear  the  fairy's  k.fluence  over  the 
prince,  and  asked  them  what  mejutures 
they  thouglit  most  proper  to  be  taken  to 
prevent  so  great  a  misfbilune.  One  of  the 
tiivourites,  taking  upon  himself  to  speak  for 
the  re>t,  said.  Your  maiesty  knows  who 
must  l>e  the  autlior  of  this  mischief.  In 
order  to  prevent  it,  now  he  is  in  your  court, 
and  in  your  power,  you  ought  not  to  heri- 
tate  to  vnt  liim  imder  arrest  *,  I  will  itat 
s;iy,  tike  away  his  lite,  for  that  \yDuld  make 
too  much  noise;  but  make  him  a  clon 
prisiHier  while  he  lives.  This  advice  all 
the  other  favourites  unanimously  applaud- 
ed. 

The  magk^ian,  who  thought  it  toovk>- 
lent,  asked  the  sultan  leave  to  speak,  which 
being  granted,  she  said.  Sir,  1  am  persuad- 
ed the  zeal  ot'  your  counsellors  ibr  your 
majesty's  interest  makiv  them  propose  ar 
resting  prince  Ahmed :  but  they  will  not 
take  It  amiss  if  I  offer  to  your  and  then 
constderatk)!!,  that  if  >;ou  arrest  the  prince 
you  must  also  detain  his  retinue.  But  th^ 
arc  all  genies.    Do  they  think  it  will  be  m 
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easy  to  surprise,  seize,  and  peciire  their 
persons?  Will  they  notdipfipj^jir,  by  the 
pro|)erty  thev  pos«»s9  of  rciKleriue^  theni- 
selves  invisifiie,  and  tra!isi)ort  tlieniBclves 
instantly  to  the  (iiiry,  and  j?ive  her  an  ac- 
count of  Uie  insult  offered  her  husband  ? 
And  can  it  be  Fiipi»osed  she  will  let  it  ^o 
unrevenged  ?  But  would  it  not  be  better, 
if  by  any  other  nicans,  which  might  not 
make  po  great  a  noLsc,  the  sultan  could 
secure  himself  a:xain>t  any  ill  desiicns  prince 
Ahmed  may  have  against  liini,  and  iK)t 
involve  his  majesty's  lionour,  or  anv  IkmIv 
eusiHict  him  of  any  ill  desij^n  ?  If  hi)-  ma- 
jesl  V  has  any  confidence  in  my  advire,  as 
genie«  an<l  liiiries  can  do  thinirs  ini|)racli- 
cjible  to  nuni,  he  will  pi-juo  prince  Ahmed's 
honour,  and  ehL^a^e  him  by  mean:?  of  the 
liiiry  to  procure  certain  advantaj^es.  under 
pretence  ot*  deriving  a  giinit  leiurn. — ibr 
which  he  will  be  oblij^cd  to  him.  For  ex- 
ample, evOry  time  your  majesty  tak(.*H  ihe 
field,  you  are  obliged  to  be  at  a  great  ex- 
pen»?e,  not  only  in  j>avilions  anil  lent:?  for 
i'ourself  and  army,  but  liUewi.^'  in  nudes 
and  camels,  aufl  other  beasts  of  burden,  to 
carry  tlieir  bagiraire.  Might  not  you  en- 
gage him  to  use  his  interest  with  the  fairy, 
to  procure  you  a  tent  which  miirht  be  car- 
ried in  a  man's  hand,  and  which  should  be 
so  larjre  aj^  to  r^helter  vour  whole  arm  v. 

i  need  Kiy  no  njore  to  your  majesty. 
If  the  prince  brings  8?uch  a  tent,  you  may 
make  a  great  many  other  demands  of  the 
BJunc  nature,  f^)  that  at  la^^t  he  may  J^ink 
under  the  dinicnltie.*  and  the  iniiM»s.sibility 
of  exerutiiiLMliom.liow('ve:'  tertilein  nieans 
and  inventions  lli'.i  I'airy,  who  has  enticed 
hini  iWun  you  by  her  enchanlinents.  may 
Imj:  h>  thai  in  tin>«'  he  Avill  be  a^^hamed  to 
appear  and  will  be  jiipced  to  p:i-<  the  rest 
of  ills  litl"  W!th  liis  tiiii-y,  excluled  from  any 
cormn'TCf  with  lbi^  wr>rld  ;  and  then  your 
maje-tv  will  have  nothiner  to  tear  li'oni  him, 
and  cannot  be  rii)ro'iched  with  ko  detes-t- 
ab!e  an  aeli«ui  a"<  iIm'  slmddinir  ol*  a  rmiV 
blood,  or  ciMjfinimr  him  in  a  pr!s<»n  f >r  lili\ 

When  the  mairieian  hrid  h*ni-li»'ii  Ikt 
spepi'h.  th«»  .'".dtan  a.-ked  his  jiivonrites  it* 
they  had  any  thinir  betiiM'  to  pro{»o.^';  nnd 
tiriiiinL'  them  all  nlent.  <leterniined  to  li.l- 
lotV  the,  nia/ieian'rj  advice,  astheirtost  rea- 
►oii;dil(i  fuid  mi)st  agreeable  to  his  mild 
mnniM'"  or«:ro\'ernnn'.iit. 

'fh.e  iir\t  day.  wiien  tlu*  prin.'c  came 
intr)  Iti^i  tiithers  pre.-jeiice.  who  wa^  talkimr 
with  h'-i  t'.iv.)urites.  and  had  sit  d<»wn  bv 
him.  aliiT  a  conversation  on  ditl'-renr  ?uh- 
jecis,  rhet^ultanadtlre-siiig  him-«'ll'lo  prince 
Ahmed,  said,  Son.  when  yon  came  ami  dis- 
pt»lled  th(»se  clouds  ot"  m«'lain'hoiy  which 
vour  lonir  alMMn-f  liad  brf)u«^ht  uik>h  me. 
vou  maile  the  place  you  had  chosen  tor 
vour  ri'fre.it  a  mystery  to  me.  1  was  sati.«?- 
fied  with  r-*M'inir  you  nirain,  a'ld  knowinir 
th.it  you  wasemitent  with  your  condition, 
and  v/iched  not  to  i-enetnitc  intoyoursecret. 
wh:oh  I  toMJid   >ou  did  no!  »Mre  I  -hould. 


I  know  not  what  reaflcm  fon  had  thtn  to 
treat  a  father,  who  ever  did  and  still  con- 
tinueB  to  express  what  interest  he  takes  in 
your  happiness.  I  know  your  good  fortune. 
I  rejoice  with  you,  and  very  much  approve 
of  your  conduct  in  marrying  a  lair>'  so 
worthy  of  your  love,  and  so  rich  and  power- 
ful, as  I  am  informed.  Powerful  a«  1  am. 
it  \\'i\B  not  possible  ibr  me  to  have  procured 
po  great  a  match  for  you.  Now  you  are 
rai.^ed  to  eo  high  a  ranK,  as  to  be  envied  by 
every  body,  but  a  father  like  me,  1  not  only 
desire  you  to  preserve  the  good  understand- 
in?  w«i  have  lived  in  liitherto,  but  that  you 
wfll  u.^  all  your  credit  with  your  fairy  to 
obtain  lor  me  her  assistance,  when  I  may 
want  it.  I  therefore  will  make  a  triaJ  of 
your  interest  this  day. 

Your  are  not  insensible  at  what  a  great 
exj)ense,  not  to  say  trouble  to  my  generals, 
olhceiv,  and  myself,  every  time  I  lake  the 
field,  they  provide  tents  and  pavilk>nBj  and 
nmle:^  and  camels,  and  other  beasts  ol*bui^ 
den,  to  carry  them.  If  you  consider  the 
plea.=:ure  vou  would  do  me,  I  am  persuaded 
you  c/)ul(i  ejisily  procure  from  her  a  pavilion 
that' might  be  carried  in  a  man's  hand,  and 
which  would  extend  over  my  whole  army; 
especially  when  you  let  her  know  it  is  lor 
me.  Though  it  may  be  a  difficult  thin^, 
she  will  not  refuse  you.  All  the  world, 
know.";  fairies  are  capable  of  doing  most  ex- 
traordinary thin<^s. 

Prince  Ahmed  ne\'er  expected  that  the 
sultan  his  litther  would  have  asked  such  a 
thiuL'".  which  at  finrt  ?ight  appeared  to  hiro 
so  ditlicult,  not  to  stiv  imix^esiole.  Though 
he  knew  not  absolutely  how  great  iLc 
|Hiwer  of  ffenli^ii  and  fairies  was.  he  doubted 
whe.tlicr  U  extended  so  far  as  to  fumiah 
such  a  tent  as  his  fiither  desired.  Moreover 
he  had  never  a.sked  any  thin^  like  it  of  the 
liury  Pari  l:?anou,  but  was  satisfied  witii  the 
continual  proofs  she  had  given  liim  ol"  her 
pa<-ion,  that  he  forgot  noUiing  to  persuade 
her  that  his  heart  fieriectly  correi-pondfd 
without  any  views  of' interest,  beyond  m.iin 
taining  him.stdfin  her  good  graces;  there 
tl)n?  he  was  in  the  greatest  enibarraBe»nien 
what  answer  to  make.  At  last,  herepliea, 
Jl'.  sir,  1  have  concealed  from  vour  majestT 
what  ha])|)ened  to  me,  an<1  what  course  I 
took  alter  the  finding  my  arrow,  the  reaaxi 
was.  that  I  thought  it  was  of  no  creat  ira- 
l»ortance  to  you  to  be  informed  ot'thero  ;  and 
though  1  know  iK)t  how  this  mystery  lias 
been  revealed  to  you,  I  cannot  deny  but 
your  information  is  verv  just.  I  have  mar- 
ried the  fairy  you  s!)eaK  of.  I  love  her.  and 
am  persuaded  .«he  loves  me.  But  I  CiinraT 
nothing  as  to  the  influence  your  mawstT 
belie vi^  1  have  over  her.  It  is  what  I  hsyt 
not  yet  made  an  experiment  of,  nor  thourfi: 
of,  and  Fhould  be  very  glad  you  would  i»- 
|x*ns<*  with  my  undertaking  it,  and  let  me 
(Miioy  the  hap])ines8  of  loving  and  heme 
beloverl;  with  .'ill  the  disintcrestedneffi  1 
propo-etl  to  mvstdf.    But  the  demand  of  a 
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father  k  a  command  upon  every  child,  who, 
like  me,  thinks  it  his  duty  to  obey  him  in 
every  thin^.  And  tlioui^h  it  is  with  the 
greatest  reluctance  imas-niable,  I  will  not 
fail  to  ask  my  wile  the  liivour  your  majcHty 
deairefli,  but  will  not  promise  you  toohtain  it; 
and  if  I  shouhl  not  have  the  huiiour  to  come 
a^ain  to  pay  vou  my  rt^pectp,  that  shall  be 
the si^n  that  1  have  not  had  success:  but 
beforehand,  I  dosire  you  to  ioporive  me,  and 
confiider  that  you  yoursell'have  reduced  me 
to  this  extremity. 

Son,  replied  the  sultan  of  the  Indipj»,  I 
should  be  very  sorry  that  what  I  ;v<k  of  you 
should  give  you  reaj^m  to  cause   lue  th*' 

friefof  never  seeinii:  y»m  luon*.  I  find  you 
o  not  know  tlie  power  a  liusband  lias  ovit 
a  wife ;  and  youra  would  show  that  her  love 
to  you  was  very  indidercnt,  if  plui,  with  the 
power  she  has  as  a  fairy,  should  refuse  you 
80  trifling  a  request  as  this  1  desire  you  to 
ask  ol'  her  lor  my  sake.  Lay  aside  .vour 
feare,  which  proceed  from  your  believing 
yourself  not  to  be  loved  so  well  as  you  love 
her.  Go ;  only  ask  her.  You  will  find  the 
fairy  loves  you  better  than  you  imagine ; 
and  remember,  that  people,  lor  want  of  aak- 
in^.  often  lose  great  advanUisres.  Thijik 
with  yourself,  that  as  you  love  her,  you 
could  refuse  her  nothing;  theaMoro,  il*  she 
loves  you,  she  will  not  deny  your  n.Njuest**. 

All  this  discourse  of  the  sultan  ot'  the 
Indies  could  not  |X2rsuade  nrince  Ahmed. 
who  would  rather  he  would  have  aslicd 
an}'  thing  else,  than  to  expoi^e  him  to  the 
hazard  ol  displeasing  his  dear  Pari  Baiiou; 
and  80  great  was  his  vexation,  that  lie  \v[\ 
the  court  two  days  sooner  than  he  used 
to  do. 

When  he  returned,  tlie  Hiiry,  to  whom  he 
always  before  appeared  with  a  gay  counte- 
nance, asked  him  the  cau^eof  tlic  alteration 
she  perceived  in  his  lonkn;  and  liiidin?.  that 
instead  of  answering  her,  he  imiuired  after 
her  health,  to  avoid  satisfying  her.  she  t^aid 
to  him,  I  will  answer  your  «iuestion  wlipu 
you  have  answered  mine.  1  he  prince  de- 
clined it  a  longtime,  prrHesting  that  nothing 
was  the  matter  with  him ;  but  the  more  he 
denied  it,  the  more  she  pressed  him,  an<i 
said  to  him,  I  cannot  l)ear  to  f^ee  you  in  this 
condition :  tell  me  what  makes  you  so  un- 
easy, that  I  may  remove  the  cauKC  of  it, 
whatever  it  may  be :  for  it  must  be  very 
extraortlinary  if  it  is  out  o!*  njv  jwwer.  un- 
less it  be  the  death  of  tht^  sultan  your  f)i- 
ther;  in  that  case,  time,  with  all  that  I  will 
contribute  on  my  part,  wjll  romlort  \on. 

Prince  Ahmed  could  not  lon^  witlistan»l 
the  pressing  instmices  of  the  fairy.  Ma- 
dam, said  he,  Go<l  prolong  the  sultan  my 
father's  life,  and  bles^  him  to  the  end  of  his 
days.  1  left  him  alive,  and  in  perfect 
health  j  therefore  that  is  not  the  cause  of 
the  melancholy  you  perceive  in  me.  The 
sultan  is  the  occasion  ot'  it,  and  I  am  the 
more  coocerned,  because  he  has  imposed 
upon  me  the  disagrecablo  necessity  of  im- 


portuning you.  First.  >'ou  know  the  care  I 
have  taken,  with  your  approbation,  to  con- 
ceiil  from  him  the  happiness  I  have  to  see 
vou,  to  love  you,  to  deserve  your  fii vour  and 
love,  and  to  have  niceivod  the  pieiige  of 
your  liiith,  after  having  pKuigHd  my  faith 
with  you.  Huw  he  hua  been  ndbrnied  of  it 
1  cannot  tell. 

Here  the  I'airy  Pari  Danou  interrupted 
prince  Ahiiieil.  and  siiid,  But  I  know.  Re- 
member wliat  I  toldyouof  thewonuui  who 
made  you  belifve  slie  was  sick,  on  whom 
vou  uxik  s<i  muchcoiiioassiori.  It  ii* she  who 
has  ac(iuaiiit(Ni  the  sultan  your  tiither  with 
what  vou  hav(>  taken  so  much  care  to  hide 
from  iiiin.  I  told  you  she  was  no  more  sick 
than  you  or  I.  and  she  has  miiiie  it  ap()ear 
sf) ;  for,  in  sliort,  after  the  two  women. 
whom  I  ojiarged  to  tuki*  care  of  her,  hsui 
given  her  the  water  sovereign  against  ail 
ft'.vcrs,  which,  however,  she  h'lul  no  occaskm 
lor,  she  pretended  that  water  had  cured 
her,  and  was  brought  to  lake  her  leave  of 
me,  that  she  might  go  the  sooner  to  give  an 
account  of  the  success  of  her  nndertakinff. 
She  was  in  bo  nuu'h  ha^te^tlint  she  wouQ 
have  gone  away  without  eeeiiig  my  palace, 
if  I  had  not,  by  bidding  my  two  women 
show  it  her,  given  her  to  wulerstand  that  it 
Wtxa  Worth  her  soeimr.  But  go  on,  and  tell 
nie  wliat  is  the  necessity  your  father  haa 
imixised  on  you  tolH!soiniiHjrtuiiate,  which 
I  desire  you  will  be  |)ersuaded  vou  can 

■Madam,  pursue- 1  prinre  Ahmed,  you  may 
have  oh>*M*vcd  that  hitluTto  I  have  been 
couteiit  with  your  love,  an«l^  have  never 
cTsked  you  any  other  tiivour :  tor  what,  af\er 
the  pt)ssession  ot'so  amiable  a  wile,  can  I 
de."<ire  more  f  I  know  how  jrreat  your  iwwer 
is.  but  I  have  takt»n  carc^  not  to  make  trial 
of  it.  Coiisid.T  then,  I  conjure  you,  that  it 
is  not  me.  hut  ili«*  .'-Milan  my  liithep,  who, 
indiscnetly,  as  I  thinic.  nsks  of  you  a  pavi- 
lion large  eiiou;ih  to  siiclttT  him,  itis  court, 
and  army.  Irom  th(?  violivire«)i'ih«'  weather, 
when  he  takes  the  lieM,  ami  which  a  man 
may  carry  in  his  hanii.  Once  more,  re- 
member, it  is  not  I.  but  the  sultan  my  lather, 
who  a>k<  tiiis  tiivuur. 

Prinre,  replied  the  tiiiry.  ^milin^,  I  am 
sorry  that  so  small  a  mntter  should  disturb 
you.  and  make  >ou  m)  u'.ca.-v  :i4  you  ap- 
p<»an'<l  tojuc.  I  MM'  plaady  two thinors have 
coutrihuted  tuwaitls  il :  one  is,  the  faw 
ynu  have  uniKsJe  i  ujwn  x.mi'^if,  to  be  con- 
tent with  |.)vini;  me,  anii  heintr  l)eloved  by 
nie,  and  to  <feny  yoursiiil'tlie  iiiierty  ofu.sk- 
inir  me  me  lea^t  favour  tnut  might  try  my 
j)()wer.  The  oiii.'.".  I  do  not  doubt,  whatever 
you  may  siiy,  w.is.  you  thoujriit  that  what 
your  father  asked  of  me  w  ad  out  of*  my 
jxiwer.  As  to  tJie  first,  I  ronimend  you  lor 
It,  and  shall  love  you  the  better,  if  poKi«ible, 
tor  it;  and  lor  the  second.  I  must  tell  you, 
that  what  the  sultan  you  father  asks  of  me 
is  a  trifle;  and  upon  occasions,  I  can  do 
much  more  diilicult  things.    Therefore  be 
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eaey,  and  persuaded,  tluit  rarfi-om  thinking 
myaeir  importuned,  I  sliall  always  take  a 
ffreat  deal  ol'plejiLsure  in  whatever  you  can 
desire  me  to  do  tor  your  sake.  Then  ttie 
fairy  sent  (or  her  treasurer,  to  whonj,  when 
she  came,  Hhe  Raid,  Nourj'ihan,'*'  (whicli 
was  her  name,)  briii^c  me  tJie  iar^eiit  |>iivi- 
lion  ill  my  treasury,  Nour^ihan  returned 
presently  with  a  pavilion,  wliich  could  not 
only  be  Iteld,  but  conceiiled  iji  the  {):ilm  oi* 
the  liaiid,  when  it  wtus  cloied,  and  pretfciiteil 
it  to  her  mistress,  who  gave  it  prince  Alinicd 
to  look  at. 

When  prince  Ahmed  riw  the  pavilion 
wlik^h  the  tairy  called  the  largest  in  her 
treasury,  he  fancied  elie  had  a  mind  to  ban- 
ter him,  and  liis  durpriiM;  aptx^ared  presently 
in  his  countenance,  which  Pari  Banou  [iev 
ceiving,  burst  out  a  laughing.  What ! 
prince^  cried  bIic,  do  you  think  1  jest  witli 
you  ?  You  will  pee  presently  that  1  am  in 
earnest.  Nourgihan,  said  slie  to  her  trea- 
surer, taking-tlie  tent  outof  prince  Ahmed's 
hand,  go  and  set  it  up,  that  the  prince  mav 
jwl^e  wliethcr  the  sultan  his  lather  will 
think  it  large  enpugh. 

The  treasurer  went  out  immediately  with 
it  twin  the  palace,  and  carried  it  to  such  a 
distance,  that  when  vhc  had  net  it  up,  one 
end  reached  to  tlie  ))alacc.  The  prince,  ix) 
fiu*  from  thinking  it  smail^  Ibund  it  large 
enough  to  sliclter  two  armies  as  numerous 
as  that  of  the  sultan  liii*  father,  and  then 
said  to  Pari  Banou,  I  ask  my  princcsri  a 
thoasimd  panlons  lor  my  incredulity;  aller 
what  I  have  ftccii,  1  hfjlieve  there  l<  notliing 
imi»ossiblc  to  you.  You  .s<;e,  saiil  the  lairy, 
that  the  pavilion  ig  lar>;cr  than  your  latlitT 
may  have  occasion  tor ;  but  \'Oii  arc  tv)  ob- 
serve, that  it  hiis  one  prui)eriy,  that  it  bi*- 
come.-  larirer  or  smaller,  iiccordin^  to  the 
army  it  is  to  cover,  without  applying  any 
hands  tr)  it. 

The  ti-eajiurer  tmk  down  the  tent  airain, 
rc<iucod  it  to  it.s  liivt  size,  and  brouf^lit  it 
anil  ])nt  it  into  the  prinre's  hands.  He  tixik, 
it,  and  without  stayiiii^any  lon^ior  tban  till 
the  next  day,  niuunteJ  his  horse,  and  wont 
with  the  usual  attendants  to  the  bultiui  his 
lather. 

Tluir-ultan,  who  w;iis  iH»r»iiadcd  that  such 
a  tent  an  he  asked  lor  was  beyond  all  jKjssi- 
bility,  wa:>  in  great  i-urpii><^  at  the  prince's 
diligtfnce.  He  look  the  tent,  aikl  after  he 
hatradmiied  its  Kinallness,  his  ainazenicnt 
w^iis  so  irrviit  that  he  coiiUl  not  n-eover  iiini- 
Belt'wheii  he  hail  wt  it  up  in  the  i^reat 
plain  l)elbre.  mentioned,  and  Ibund  it  liirge 
enough  to  shelter  an  army  twice  as  large 
as  he  could  brinj;  into  the  Held.  Looking 
ut)on  this  circumstance  to  be  a  sui)erfl\iity 
that  might  be  troubUv^ome  in  tlie  use,  prince 

*  Nourgihan  ngnifieB '  Liglii  of  the  work!,'  and 
was  the  name  ol  the  wife  of  Gt'hanghir,  son  of 
Akbar,  king  of  India,  whom  she  governed  by  her 
prudence.— Herbek>t. 


Ahmed  told  him,  that  its  uze  would  al- 
ways be  in  proportion  to  his  army. 

To  outward  anpcarance  tlie  niltan  ex- 
pn»$cd  great  obliga(k)ns  to  the  pniice  his 
son  for  Mj  noble  a  present,  deAiring  him  to 
return  his  thanks  to  tlie  tiiiry  Pari  Bdoou  ; 
and  to  show  wluit  a  value  he  set  on  it,  he 
ordered  it  to  be  carefully  laid  up  in  hie  xitur 
Bury.  But  within  liimsolf  he  conceived  a 
greater  jealousy  than  what  his  tiatteren 
and  the  nuigician  had  suggested  to  him  \ 
conf^idering  that  by  the  liury's  adhistance, 
the  prince  his  son  might  pertbrm  tluiigi 
that  were  infinitely  above  his  own  power 
notwitlistandaig  his  greatne&A  aiid  riches, 
therefore,  more  intent  \x\<n\  his  ruin,  he 
went  to  consult  tlie  magician  again,  who 
ad\n.scd  him  to  engage  tlie  prince  to  bnog 
some  ot'  the  water  oftlie  iuuntaiu  of  lions. 

In  tlie  evening,  when  tlie  sull;in  wassur 
rounded  as  usual  by  all  the  court,  and  the 
prince  came  to  pay  his  reie^pects  among  the 
rest,  he  addrest^  imnseli  to  him  in  these 
words :  Son,  said  lie,  I  have  already  ex- 
pressed to  you  how  much  I  am  obliged  to 
you  for  the  present  ot'  the  tent  you  have 
procured  me,  which  I  look  upoii  &>  the  mort 
valuable  thinjg  in  my  treasury ;  but  you 
must  do  one  thing  more  for  me,  which  will 
be  no  less  agiieeable  to  ine.  I  am  inlbrmed 
that  the  fairy  your  spou^iC  makes  ik«  ol'  a 
certain  water,  called  tlie  water  ot' the  foun- 
tain of  lions,  which  cures  all  soits  of  fevers, 
even  tlie  most  dangerous ;  and  as  I  am  per- 
lectly  well  persuaiTed  my  health  is  dear  to 
you,  I  do  not  doubt  but  you  will  a»k  luir  tur 
a  bottle  of  that  water  lor  me,  and  bring  it 
me,  as  a  sovereign  remedy  which  I  may 
make  Uee  ot'when  I  have  occa:bion.  Du  nie 
this  other  iinmrtant  piece  ot' bervice,  an-J 
thereby  complete  the  duty  of  a  good  aiu 
towards  a  tender  father. 

Prinee  Ahmed,  who  Indie vod  that  the 
sultan  J  lift'  tin  her  woulil  have  been  tatisticd 
with  ^o  siniiular  and  useful  a  tent  a»  iL^t 
which  he  had  bmught,  aihl  that  lie  wuuid 
not  have  iiniK)si.ul  any  new  task  xiihmi  lum 
which  might  hazard  the  fairy '^  dispit-asure, 
was  thunderstnick  at  this  liew  re(^uti4.ik4- 
whh>taiidiiig  the  assurai;ce  siiu  had  gi\ui 
him  of  granting  him  whatever  lav  ui  her 
)N)Wer.  After  a  long  silence,  he  isiud.  1  beg 
ol'your  majesty  to  be  assured,  tliai  iliere  m 
nothing  1  would  not  undertake  to  prvcure 
you,  winch  may  contribute  tu  the  pruiu4Vjf- 
ing  of  your  iHe,  but  I  could  wisli  ii  mi^M 
not  be  by  the  means  ol*  niy  wili>.  ForUiU 
reiison  1  dare  not  promise  to  bring  the  wa- 
ter. All  1  can  do  is,  to  assure  you  I  wJl 
ask  it  of  her;  but  it  will  hi'  witii  as  great 
reluctance  as  when  1  asked  for  tlie  tenL 
The  next  inorning  prince  Ahmed  return- 
ed to  the  liiiry  Pan  fianou,  and  related  u 
her  sincerely  luid  taithfully  uXi  tltat  U*: 
passed  at  tlie  sultan  his  fatlier\  court,  fnci 
the  giving  of  the  tent,  which  he  uild  ho-nr 
received  with  the  utmost  gratitude  Ice  the 
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favour  utie  had  done  him,  to  the  uvw  re- 
(iiieift  he  had  chari^cd  him  to  make  tor  him. 
And  when  he  had  done,  he  aildcd :  But, 
my  priiiccsH,  I  only  tvtl  you  this  ib  a  plain 
account  of  what  p:ist4e.l  between  me  and 
my  tkther.  I  leave  you  to  your  own  plea- 
sure, whether  yuu  will  orraiily  or  reject  this 
his  new  desire.  It  Biialf  be  an  you  please 
No,  no,  replied  the  fair^K  l*an  Banou,  1  am 

5 lad  that  the  bultan  of  the  Indies  knowH 
lat  vou  are  not  in  liferent  to  me.    I  will 
fiitiuy  him,  and  whatever  ailvice  the  ma- 

fician  can  give  him,  (tor  I  see  that  he  hear 
ens  to  her)  he  shall  hnd  no  Ikult  with  you 
9r  me.  Thei-e  is  a  ^reat  deal  of  wickedness 
n  this  demand,  as  you  will  understand  by 
what  1  am  ^iii^  to  tell  you.  The  tbuntain 
if  Uons  is  situated  in  the  middle  of  a  court 
^  a  great  castle,  the  entrance  into  which 
^  guanled  by  tour  fierce  lions,  two  of  which 
Jeep  alternately,  while  the  other  two  are 
•wake.  But  let  not  tliat  frighten  you.  I 
will  give  you  means  to  pass  by  them  with- 
out any  danger. 

The  fairy  Pari  Banou  was  at  that  time 
very  hard  at  work  with  her  needle  *  and  as 
•he  had  by  her  several  clues  of  thread,  she 
took  up  one,  and  presenting  it  to  prince 
Ahmed,  said.  First  take  this  clue  of  thread ; 
I  will  tell  you  presently  the  use  of  ii.  In 
the  second  place,  >ou  must  have  two  hor- 
ses ;  one  you  miipt  ride  yourself,  and  the 
other  you  must  leai^  which  must  be  loaded 
with  a  sheep  cut  intu  tour  quartere,  that 
must  be  killed  to-<lay.  In  the  third  place, 
you  must  be  provided  with  a  bottle,  which 
I  will  give  yt»u,  to  bring  th**.  water  in.  Set 
out  e^irly  to-morrow  nioniing,  and  when 
you  have  nasscil  tlie  iron  gate,  throw  before 
you  the  clue  of  thready  wfiich  will  roll  till 
It  comes  to  the  gates  ol  the  castle.  Follow 
it,  and  when  it  sto|w,  as  tlie  gates  will  be 
o|)cn,  you  will  see  the  four  lions.  Tlie  two 
tnat  are  awake  will,  by  their  roaring,  wake 
the  other  two.  Be  not  frightened,  but 
throw  eiich  of  them  a  quarter  of  the  sheep, 
and  then  clap  spufR  to  your  horse,  and  ride 
to  the  fountain.  Fill  your  bottle  without 
alighting,  and  then  return  with  the  same 
expe^iition.  The  lions  will  be  so  busy  eat- 
ing, tliey  will  let  you  pasd  by  them. 

Prince  Ahmed  set  out  the  next  mominf 
at  the  time  ap)x)inted  him  by  the  fair^ana 
followed  her  directk>n8  punctually.  When 
he  arrived  at  the  gates  of  the  castle,  he  dis- 
tributed the  quarters  of  the  sheep  among  tlie 
four  lions,  and  passing  through  the  miost  of 
them  with  intrepidity,  got  to  the  tbuntain,  fill- 
ed his  bottle,  and  returned  as  safe  and  sound 
as  he  went  When  he  ha  I  got  a  httle  dis- 
tance from  the  castle  gRlen  he  turned  about 
and  |)ercciving  two  of  the  Ikhis  coming  af- 
ter him^  he  drew  his  sabre,  and  prepared 
himself^  for  defence.  But  as  he  went  fbr- 
wanls,  he  saw  one  of  them  turned  out  of  the 
road  at  some  distance,  arul  showed  by  his 
bead  and  tail  that  he  did  ixit  come  to  do 
oim  any  harm,  but  only  to  go  before  him, ' 
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ami  that  the  otiier  stayed  behind  to  follow. 
He  theielbre  put  his  sword  again  intoiti 
scal>bard.  Guiirded  in  this  manner,  he  ar- 
rived at  the  capital  ol*  the  Indies  :  but  the 
lions  never  tell  him  till  they  had  conducted 
him  to  the  gates  of  the  sultan's  palace ;  af- 
ter wtiich  they  returned  the  same  way  they 
came,  though  not  without  tnghtening  all 
that  saw  them,  who  fled  or  hid  themselves 
to  avoid  them,  tliough  they  walked  gently, 
and  showeil  no  signs  of  fierceness. 

A  great  many  otficers  ciiroe  to  attend  the 
prince  while  he  dismounted,  and  conduct- 
ed him  to  tlie  sultan's  apiirtment.  who  was 
at  that  time  conversing  with  his  favourites. 
He  approached  the  throne,  laid  the  bottle 
at  the  sultan's  teet,  and  kissed  the  rich  car- 
pet which  covered  the  tbotntool.  and,  rising, 
said,  I  have  brought  you,  sir,  tlie  salutary 
water,  which  your  majesty  so  much  desir- 
ed to  keep  among  your  other  rarities  in 
your  treasury ;  but  at  the  same  time  wish 
you  such  extraordinary  health,  as  never  to 
have  occasion  to  make  use  of  it 

Afler  the  prince  had  made  an  end  of  his 
compliment,  the  sultan  placed  him  on  his 
right  hand,  and  then  scud  to  hiro^  Son,  I ' 
am  very  much  obliged  to  you  for  this  valu- 
able present ;  as  aSo  for  the  great  danger 
you  have  exposed  yourself  to  on  my  account, 
which  I  have  been  informed  of  by  the  ma- 
gician, who  knows  the  fountain  of  Ikms  ; 
but  do  me  the  pleasure,  continued  he,  to 
inform  me  bv  what  aildress,  or  rather,  by 
what  incredible  power,  you  have  been  pre- 
served. 
Sir,  replied  prince  Ahmed,I  have  no  share 
in  the  compliment  your  majesty  is  pleaded 
to  make  roe ;  all  the  honour  is  due  to  tiie 
fairy  my  spouse,  and  I  take  no  other  merit 
than  that  of*  having  followed  her  good  ad- 
vice. Then  he  intorme<l  the  sultan  what 
that  advice  was  bv  the  relation  of*  this  his 
expedition,  'ind  now  he  had  conducted 
himself  When  he  had  done,  the  sultan, 
who  showed  outwardly  all  the  demonstra- 
tk)ns  of  joy,  but  secretly  became  more  and 
more  jeak)us,  retired  into  an  inward  apart- 
ment, where  he  sent  for  the  magician. 

The  magician,  at  her  arrival,  saved  the 
sultan  the  trouble  to  tell  her  of  tlie  success 
of  prince  Ahmed's  journey,  which  she  fiad 
heard  of  belbre  she  came,  and  therefore 
was  prepared  with  the  infallible  means. 
This  thought  she  communicated  to  tlie  sul« 
tan,  who  declared  it  the  next  day  to  the 
prince,  in  the  midst  of 'all  his  courtiers,  in 
these  words :  Son,  said  he,  I  have  one  thing 
more  to  ask  of  you,  af^er  which,  I  shall  ex- 
pect nothing  more  from  your  obedience, 
nor  your  interest  with  your  wile.  This  re> 
quest  is,  to  bring  me  a  man  not  above  a  tool 
and  a  half  high,  and  whose  beard  is  thirty 
feet  long,  who  carries  upon  his  shoulders  a 
bar  of  iron  of  five  hundred  weight,  which 
he  uses  as  a  quarter-stafi^  and  who  can 
speak. 
Pnoctt  ihmad,  who  did  not  believe  thai 
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there  was  such  a  man  in  the  world  as  his 
father  described,  would  gladly  have  excu- 
sed liimselt'i  but  the  sultan  persisted  in  his 
demand,  and  told  him  the  fairy  could  do 
more  incredible  things. 

Next  day  the  prince  returned  to  the  sub- 
terraneous kingdom  ot'Pari  Banou,  to  whom 
he  told  his  lather's  new  demand,  which,  he 
aaid,  he  looked  upon  to  be  a  thing  more  im- 
possible than  the  two  first :  lor,  added  he,  I 
cannot  imagine  there  is  or  can  be  such  a 
man  in  the  world :  without  doubt,  he  has  a 
mind  to  try  whether  I  am  silly  enough  to 
go  about  to  seek  it;  or  ii'  tliere  is  such  a 
man,  he  seeks  my  ruin.  In  short,  how  can 
he  suppose  that  I  should  lay  hold  of  a  man 
80  small,  armed  as  he  describes?  what 
arms  can  I  make  use  of  to  reduce  him  to 
submission  1  If  there  are  any  means.  I  beg 
vou  will  tell  me  how  I  may  come  off  witli 
nonour  this  time  also. 

Do  not  affright  yourself,  prince,  replied 
the  fairy ;  you  ran  a  risk  m  letcliing  the 
water  of  the  fountain  of  lions  ior  your  fa- 
ther i  but  there  is  no  danger  in  finding  out 
this  man.  It  is  my  brother,  Shaibar,  who  is 
80  far  i'rom  being  like  me,  though  we  both 
had  the  same  father,  that  he  is  ol  so  violent  a 
nature,  that  nothing;  can  prevent  his  giv- 
ing bloody  marks  ol  his  resentment  for  a 
alight  ofience  |  yet,  on  the  other  hand,  is  so 
good  as  to  obhge  any  one  in  whatever  they 
oesire.  He  is  made  exactly  as  the  sultan 
your  father  has  described  him ;  and  has  no 
other  arms  tlian  a  bar  of  iron  of  five  hun- 
dred pounds  weight,  without  which  he  ne- 
ver stii-s,  and  which  makes  him  resi>ecteii. 
I  will  send  tor  liim,  and  you  shall  juvlge  of 
the  truth  of  what  I  tell  you ;  but  be  sure 
to  prepare  yourself  not  to  be  friglitened  at 
his  extraordinary  figure  when  you  see  him. 
What !  my  queen,  replied  prince  Ahmed, 
do  you  say  Schaibar  is  your  brother  /  Let 
him  be  ever  eo  ugly  or  detbrmed,  1  shall  be 
so  lar  from  being  frightened  at  the  sight  ol' 
him,  that  I  shall  love  and  honour  him,  and 
consider  him  as  my  nearest  relation. 

The  fairy  ordered  a  gold  chafing-dish  to 
be  set  with  afire  in  it  under  the  porch  of  her 
palace,  with  a  box  of  the  same  metal,  which 
was  a  present  to  her,  out  of  which,  taking 
some  incense,  and  throwing  it  into  the  fire, 
there  arose  a  tiiick  cloud  ol  smoke. 

Some  moments  alter,  the  lairy  said  to 
prince  Ahmed,  Prince,  there  comes  my  bro- 
ther ;  do  you  see  him  1  The  prince  imme- 
diately perceived  Schaibar,  who  was  but  a 
toot  and  a  half  high,  coming  gravely  with 
his  heavy  bar  on  his  slioulder ;  his  beard 
thirty  leet  long,  which  supported  itself  be- 
fore him,  and  a  pair  of  thick  mustaches  in 
proportion,  tucked  up  to  his  ears,  and  al- 
niusi  covering  Ins  tiice:  liis  eyes  were  veiy 
small,  like  a  pig's,  and  ueep  suiiR  in  his 
hcaii,  winch  was  of  an  enormous  size,  aiiii 
on  which  tie  wore  a  pointed  cap :  besides 
all  this^  he  had  a  hump  beliind  and  betbre. 

W  prmce  Ahmed  had  not  known  that 


Schaibar  was  Pan  Banou's  brocher,  h» 
would  not  have  been  able  to  k»k  at  him 
witliout  tear ;  but  knowing  finit  who  he 
was,  he  waited  lor  him  with  the  fairy,  and 
received  him  without  Uie  least  coiirem. 

Schaibar,  as  he  came  tbrwards,  kioketl  at 
the  prince  with  an  eye  that  would  have 
cliilled  his  soul  in  his  body,  and  asked  Pari 
Banou,  when  he  first  accosted  her,  who 
that  man  was  ?  To  which  she  replied.  He 
is  my  hust>and,  brother ;  his  name  is  Ah- 
med ;  he  is  son  to  the  sultan  of  the  ludiek 
The  reason  why  I  did  not  invite  you  to  my 
wedding  was,  I  was  unwilling  to  divert  you 
from  the  expedition  you  were  engaged  in, 
and  from  which  I  heard  with  pleasure  you 
returned  victorious ;  on  his  account  I  have 
taken  the  liberty  now  to  call  tor  vou. 

At  tliese  words,  Schaibar.  looking  oo 
prince  Alimed  with  a  tavourable  e^e,  which 
howevei',  diminished  neither  his  tierceum 
nor  savage  look,  said,  Is  there  any  thing, 
sister,  wherein  I  can  serve  him  1  he  has 
only  to  soeak.  It  is  enough  to  me  that  be 
is  your  husband,  to  engage  me  to  do  ibr 
him  whatever  he  desires.  The  sultan  ha 
father,  replied  Pari  Bemou,  has  a  cuiioiiiy 
to  see  you,  smd  1  desire  he  may  be  your 
guide  to  the  sultan's  court.  He  needs  but 
lead  me  the  way ;  I  will  loUow  him.  replied 
SchEiibar.  Brother,  repl^  Pah  Bauou,  it 
is  too  late  to  go  to-day,  therefore  stay  till  to- 
morrow morning ;  and  in  tlie  mean  Ume, 
as  it  is  fit  you  should  know  all  that  has  pa»- 
ed  between  the  sultan  of  tlie  Indies  and 
prince  Ahmed  since  our  marriage,  I  wdl 
inlbrm  you  this  evening. 

The  next  morning,  atler  Schaibar  had 
been  intbrincd  of  all  that  was  proper  Ibr 
him  to  know,  he  set  out  with  tlie  prince 
Ahmed,  who  was  to  present  him  to  the 
sultan.  When  tliey  arrived  at  the  gates  di 
the  capital,  the  people  no  sooner  saw  Scliai- 
bar,  but  tlicy  mn  and  hid  tiiemaelN'eB  in 
the  shops  and  houses,  shutting  their  doors; 
while  others,  taking  to  their  heels,  coounu- 
nicated  their  tears  to  all  they  met,  who  staxl 
not  to  look  behind  tiiein,  but  run  too;  inso- 
much that  Schaibar  and  prince  Ahmed,  ai 
they  went  along,  tbund  all  the  streets  and 
s({uares  desolate,  till  they  came  to  the  pal- 
ace, where  the  portei"s,  instead  of  preveut- 
ing  Schaibar  t'roin  entering,  ran  away  too^ 
so  that  the  prince  and  he  advanced  witliout 
any  obstacle  to  the  council-hall,  where  the 
suftiin  was  seated  on  his  throne  and  giving 
audience.  Here  likewise  the  otficers.  at  the 
approach  of  Schaibar,  abandoned  their 
|.i06ts,  and  gave  theni  tree  admittartce. 

Schaibju",  carrying  his  head  erect,  went 
fiercely  up  to  the  throne,  without  waitings 
be  presented  by  prince  Ahmed,  aiHl  arcoit- 
ed  the  sultan  of  tiie  Indies  in  tiiese  woi-Ji.* 
You  have  asUed  Ibr  ine,  said  he :  see,  here 
I  am  :  what  would  you  have  with  me  ^ 

The  sultan,  instead  of  aiisweruig  him, 
clapt  his  h£mds  betbre  his  eyes,  and  nmed 
away  his  head,  to  avoid  the  sight  of  » ter* 
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nble  an  object  8chaibar  wai  so  moch 
provoked  at  this  uncivil  and  rude  reception, 
ailer  he  hud  given  him  the  trouble  to  come 
flo  tar,  that  he  instuiitly  lifted  up  hi8  iron  bar, 
and  eaying,  S|ieuk,  then  let  it  Ikll  on  his 
head  and  killed  him,  betbre  prince  Ahmed 
could  intercede  in  his  behali.  All  that  he 
could  do  was  to  prevent  his  killing  the 
grand  vizier,  who  sat  not  far  from  him  on 
his  right  hand,  representing  to  him  that  he 
had  alwa^  given  the  sultan  his  father 
good  advice.  These  are  they  then,  said 
schaibar,  who  gave  him  bad ;  and  as  he 
pronounced  these  words,  he  killed  all  the 
other  viziers  on  the  right  and  Ictl,  flatterers 
and  favourites  of  tlie  sultan,  who  were 
prince  Ahmetl's  enemies.  Every  time  he 
struck,  he  killed  some  one  or  other,  and 
none  eifcaped  but  they  who,  not  rendered 
motionless  by  lear,  saved  themselves  by 
IL^ht. 

When  this  terrible  execution  was  over, 
Schaibar  came  out  of  the  council-hall  into 
the  midst  of  the  court->'ard  with  tlie  iron 
bar  upon  his  shoulder,  and  looking  at  the 
grand  vizier,  wlio  owed  his  lite  to  prince 
Ahmed,  he  said,  I  know  here  is  a  certain 
female  magician,  who  is  a  greater  enemv 
of  the  prince  my  brother-in-law  than  all 
those  b<ise  favourites  I  have  chastized ;  let 
her  be  brought  to  me  presently.  The  grand 
vizier  immcdiutelv  sent  for  her,  and  as  soon 
as  she  wus  brought,  Schaibar  said,  knock- 
ing her  down  with  the  iron  bar.  Take  the 
reward  of  thy  pernicious  counsel,  and  learn 
to  feign  sickness  again:  he  then  iell  her 
dead  on  the  spot 

Aller  this  he  said.  This  is  not  yet  enough ; 
I  will  treat  the  whole  city  afler  the  same 
manner,  if  they  do  not  immediately  ac- 
knowleoge  prince  Ahmed  my  brother-in- 
law  for  their  sultan,  and  sultan  of  the  In- 
dies. Then  all  that  were  pre;«nt  made  the 
air  ring  with  the  repeated  acclamations  of 
Long  Tile  to  sultan  Ahmed ;  and  immedi- 
ately alter  he  was  proclaimed  through  the 
whole  town.  Schaibar  made  him  be  cloth- 
ed in  the  ro)!!!  vestments,  installed  him  on 
the  throne,  and  afler  he  had  made  ail 
swear  homage  and  Hdelitv  to  him,  went 
and  fetched  his  si^ster  Pari  Banou,  whom  he 
brought  with  great  pomp,  and  made  her  to 
be  owned  sultai^ess  of  the  Indies. 

As  for  prince  All  and  princess  Nouronni- 
har,  as  the/  hud  no  hand  in  the  conspiracy 
against  pnnce  Ahmed,  who  was  now  a- 
venged.  nor  knew  of  any  such  conspiracy, 
prince  Ahmed  aa^igned  them  a  conaidera- 
ble  province,  with  its  capital,  where  they 
spent  the  rest  of  tlieir  lives.  Afterwards  he 
sent  an  officer  to  prince  Housaain,  to  ac- 
quaint him  with  the  change,  and  make  him 
un  ofl'cr  of  which  province  he  liked  best ; 
hut  tliat  |)riiice  thought  himself  so  happy 
in  his  solitude,  tliut  he  bid  the  officer  return 
tlie  sultan  his  brother  thanks  lor  the  kind- 
ness he  designed  him,  assuring  him  of  his 
•ubmiebn ;  and  that  the  only  fitvour  he 


desired  of  him  was  to  give  him  leave  to  life 
retired  in  the  place  he  had  made  choice  U 
for  his  retreat 

7^  Story  qf  the  Sisters  toho  envied' their 
younger  Sister, 

There  was  a  prince  of  Penda,  naroea 
Khosrouschah,*'  who,  when  he  first  came  to 
his  crown,  in  order  to  obtain  a  knowledge 
of  the  world,  took  great  pleasure  in  night 
adventures.  He  often  dieguised  himseU*, 
attended  by  a  trusty  minister,  disguised  like 
him,  and  rambled  through  tne  whole  city, 
and  met  with  a  great  many  particular  ad- 
ventures, which,  said  Scheherazade  to  the 
sultan,  I  shall  not  at  present  entertain  vour 
majestv  with ;  but  I  hope  you  will  hear 
with  pleasure  what  happened  to  him  upon 
his  finest  ramble,  which  was  in  a  little  time 
after  his  accession  to  his  father's  tlirone, 
who  dying  in  a  good  old  age,  left  him  heir 
to  the  kingdom  of  Persia. 

Alter  tne  ceremonies  of  his  deceased  fa- 
ther's funei-al-rites,  and  his  own  coronation, 
were  over,  the  new  sultan  Khosrouschah, 
as  well  from  inclinatk)n  as  duty,  went  out 
one  evening,  attended  by  his  grand  vizier, 
disguised  like  himself,  to  observe  what 
passed.  As  he  went  through  a  street  in 
that  part  of  the  town  inhabited  only  by  the 
meaner  sort  of  people,  he  heard  some  jpeople 
talking  very  loud ;  and  going  up  close  to 
the  house,  from  whence  the  noise  came, 
and  looking  through  a  crack  in  the  door, 
perceived  a  light^and  three  sisters  sitting 
on  a  sofa,  conversing  together  after  supper. 
By  what  the  eldest  said,  he  presently  un- 
derstood the  subject  of  tlieir  uiscourBe  was 
wishes  \  For,  said  she,  since  we  have  got 
upon  wishes,  mine  shall  be  to  have  the  sul- 
tan's baker  lor  my  husband,  for  then  1  shall 
eat  ray  fill  of  that  bread,  which  by  way  of 
excellence  is  called  the  sultan's  bread :  let 
us  see  if  your  tastes  are  as  good  as  mine. 
For  my  part,  replied  the  second  sister.  I 
wish  I  was  the  sultan's  chief  cook's  wife ; 
for  then  I  should  eat  of  the  most  excellent 
ragouts ;  and  as  I  am  i)er6uaded  that  the 
sultan's  bread  is  common  in  the  palace,  I 
should  not  want  any  d*  tliat ;  therefore  vou 
see,  sister,  addressing  herself  to  her  eldest 
sister,  that  I  have  abetter  taste  than  you. 

Then  the  youngest  sister,  who  was  verjr 
beautiiul,  and  had  more  charms  and  wit 
than  the  two  eldest,  spoke  in  her  turn : 
For  my  part,  sisters,  said  she,  I  sliall  not 
limit  my  desires  to  such  trifles,  but  take  a 
higher  flight ;  and  since  we  are  upon  wish- 
ing, I  wish  to  be  the  sultan's  wife.  I  would 
make  him  fatlier  of  a  prince,  whose  hair 
should  be  gold  on  one  side  of  his  head,  and 
nlver  on  the  other ;  when  he  cries,  the 
tears  that  fall  from  his  eyes  shall  be  pearl ; 

•Kbosrou,*  *Khosrsii^*  or  *Khosrev,'  is  s 
Dsmc  eommonto  many  kings  of  Pnvis,  snd  ths 
•  ChosRisiP  of  tht  Greek  histonsns. 
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and   when  he  imiles,  hii  vermilion  lips 
■hall  look  like  a  rosebud  fresh  blown. 

Tlie  three  Pistei*'  wishes,  particularly 
the  younffcst's,  seemed  so  singular  to  the 
■uttan  KhosroQschah,  that  he  resolved  to 
gnwify  them  in  tiieir  desires ;  and  without 
communicating  this  his  design  to  his  grand 
vizier,  he  charged  him  only  to  take  notice 
of  the  house,  and  bring  the  three  aisters 
before  him  the  next  day. 

The  grand  vizier,  in  executing  the  sul- 
tan's orders,  would  but  just  give  the  three 
sisters  time  to  dress  themselves  to  appear 
betbre  him,  without  telling  them  the  reason. 
lie  brought  them  to  the  palace,  and  pre- 
sented them  to  the  sultan,  who  said  to  them, 
Do  you  remember  the  wishes  you  made 
last  nifi'ht,  when  yon  were  all  in  so  pleasant 
a  mood?  Speak  tlie  truth ;  I  must  know 
what  they  were. 

At  these  unexpected  words  of  the  sultan, 
the  three  sisters  were  very  much  confbund- 
e<l.  They  cast  down  their  e^^'es  and  blushed, 
and  the  colour  which  rose  in  the  cheeks  of 
tlie  youngest  quite  captivated  the  sultan's 
heart.  Modestv,  and  iear  lest  they  might 
have  ofiended  the  sultan  by  their  discourse, 
kept  them  silent  The  sultan  perceiving 
it,  to  encourage  them,  said,  Fear  nothing. 
I  did  not  8en<i  lor  you  to  distress  you ;  ana 
since  I  see  that  is  the  efiect  of  the  ciue8tk>n 
1  ask  you,  without  my  intending  it,  and  I 
know  the  wish  ol*  each,  I  will  relieve  you 
from  vour  fears.  You,  added  he,  that 
wtshei)  to  be  my  wife,  you  shall  have  your 
desire  this  day ;  and  you,  continuetl  he, 
addressing  himself  to  tlie  two  eldest  sisters, 
you  shall  also  be  married  to  my  chief  baker 
and  couk. 

As  soon  as  the  sultan  had  declared  his 
pleasure,  the  youngest  sister,  setting  the 
eldest  an  example,  threw  herself  at  the 
sultan's  ft'et,  to  express  her  gratitude.  Sir, 
said  she,  my  wish,  since  it  has  come  to  your 
majesty's  knowledge,  was  only  by  way  ol' 
conversation  and  amusement.  I  am  un- 
worihy  ol*  the  honour  you  do  me,  and  afJt 
pardon  lor  my  boldness.  The  two  otlier 
sisters  Avould  have  excused  themselves 
also;  but  the  sultan  interrupting  them, 
said,  No,  no;  it  shall  be  so;  everyone's 
wish  shall  be  fulfilled. 

The  nuptials  were  all  celebrated  that 
day,  as  the  sultan  had  resolved,  but  aflera 
dinerent  manner.  The  youngest  sister's 
were  solemnized  with  all  the  rejoicings 
usual  at  the  marriages  of  the  sultans  of 
Persia ;  and  those  of  the  other  two  sisters 
accordnig  to  the  Quality  and  distinction  of 
their  hu^ibands:  the  one  as  the  sultan's 
chief  baker,  and  the  other  as  head  cook. 

The  two  elder  sisters  felt  strongly  the 
dinproportbn  of  their  marriages  to  tliat  of 
their  younger  sister.  This  consideration 
made  ihem  lar  from  being  content,  though 
they  were  arrived  at  the  utmost  height  of 
their  wishes,  and  much  beyond  their  hopes. 
They  gave  themMlves  up  to  an  excess  of 


jealousy,  which  not  only  daCuriiad  dm 
joy.  but  was  the  cause  of  great  troobiei 
and  afflictions  to  the  suhane»  their  younipv 
sister.  They  had  not  an  opportunitj  to 
communicate  their  thou^rhts  to  each  other 
upon  the  preference  the  sultan  hid  given 
her  to  tiieir  pr^udice,  but  were  alto^iber 
employed  in  pre{)aring  themselves  tor  tbe 
celebration  oi  their  marriages.  Some  days 
atlerwau-ds,  when  they  had  an  opportunity 
of  seeing  each  other  at  the  public  baths,  tns 
eldest  sister  said  to  the  other,  Well,  sisler. 
what  say  you  to  our  sister's  great  mtuoe  i 
Is  not  she  a  fine  i)erBon  to  be  a  sultanessl  I 
must  own,  said  the  other  sister.  I  cannot 
conceive  what  charms  the  sultan  oouki 
discover  in  her,  to  be  so  bewitched  by  a 
young  jade.  You  know  in  what  a  state 
we  have  both  seen  her.  Was  it  a  reason 
sufTicient  for  him  not  to  cast  hiseyeion  you, 
because  she  was  somewhat  jrounger  loan 
US  ?  You  were  as  worthy  of  his  bed ;  and 
in  justice  he  ought  to  have  preierred  yoa 

Sister,  said  the  elder.  I  should  not  have 
said  any  thing,  if  the  sultan  had  but  pitched 
ufjon  you ;  but  that  he  should  choose  that 
hussy,  is  what  grieves  me.  But  I  will  re- 
venge myself;  and  you,  I  think,  aze  as  modi 
concerned  as  I;  therelbre  I  would  have 
us  contrive  measures  together,  that  we  ma  r 
act  in  concert  in  a  common  cause,  ancl 
communksate  to  me  what  you  think  the 
likeliest  way  to  mortify  her,  while  I,  on  my 
side,  will  inform  you  what  my  desire  of 
revenge  shall  suggest  to  me. 

After  tliis  wk^ked  plot,  the  two  nstere 
saw  each  other  very  frequently,  antl  al  wayi 
consulted  how  they  mi^ht  disturb  and  in- 
terrupt the  happiness  ol  the  sultaness  their 
younger  sister.  They  proposed  a  great 
miuiy  waj^s,  but  in  deliberating  about  the 
manner  of  executing  them,  tliey  fciund  so 
many  difficulties,  that  ihey  durst  not  at- 
tempt them.  In  the  mean  time,  they  ot^en 
went  to«^ethcr  to  make  her  visiu  with  a 
detesUible  dissimulation,  and  ever/  time 
gave  her  all  the  marks  of  friendship  thejr 
could  imagine,  to  persnaile  her  how  over- 
joyed they  were  to  have  a  sister  raided  to  so 
high  a  fortune.  The  sultaness.  on  her  part, 
always  received  them  with  all  the  demon- 
strations of  esteem  and  \iilue  they  could 
ex|>ect  from  a  sister  who  was  not  nufR*J  up 
with  her  hi£[h  dignity,  and  loved  them  ai 
cordially  as  oefbre. 

Some  months  aller  her  marriage,  the 
sultanesR  found  herself  to  be  with  child. 
The  sultan  expressed  great  joy,  which  wai» 
communicated  to  all  the  court,  ainl  «!draJ 
throughout  the  capital  of  Penfia.  Upoa 
this  newi>,  the  two  si^iters  came  to  ixiv  theL' 
compliments,  and  entering  into  d:^Hir« 
with  her  sister  about  her  lyinff-in,  thf 
profi'ered  their  service  to  deliver  her.  ^lej^ 
in^  her,  if  she  was  not  proviiled  witii  i 
midwile,  to  accept  of  them. 

The  sultaness  said  tn  them  mcft  fbV 
gingly,  Sisters,  1  shoiiKJ  «|f>Kif  e  no  beCrr.  i 
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it  WM  absohitelx  in  my  power  to  make 
choice  of  you.  i  am  however  obliged  to 
you  for  your  good-will,  but  must  Bubmit  to 
what  the  sultan  shall  order  on  tliis  occsision. 
Let  your  husbands  employ  their  friends  to 
make  interest,  and  get  some  courtier  to  ask 
this  tieivour  of  tlie  sultan ;  and  it*  he  speaks 
to  me  about  it,  be  assured  tiiat  I  shall  not 
only  express  the  pleasure  he  dues  me,  but 
thank  him  lor  making  choice  of  you. 

The  two  husbands  applied  themselves  to 
some  courtiers  their  patrons,  and  begged 
d'them  to  use  their  interest  to  pit)cure  their 
wives  the  honour  they  aspired  to.  Those 
patrons  exerted  themselves  so  much  in 
their  behaJtj  that  the  sultan  pronused  tliem 
to  consider  of  it,  and  wiis  aa  good  as  his 
word  :  for  in  conversation  with  the  sulta- 
nesB,  he  told  her  that  he  tiiought  her  sisters 
were  the  most  proper  peisons  to  afsist  her 
in  her  labour ;  but  would  not  name  them 
before  he  asked  her  consent.  The  sulta- 
ness,  sensible  of  the  deference  the  sultan  so 
obligingly  paid  her,  siiid  to  him.  Sir,  I  was 
prepareil  to  do  as  your  majesty  shall  please 
to  command  me.  But  since  you  have  been 
60  kind  as  to  think  of  my  sisters,  1  thank 
you  for  that  regai'd  you  have  sliown  them 
for  mv  sake ;  and  therefore  I  s^iall  not  dis- 
semble, that  I  had  rather  have  them  than 
strangers. 

Then  the  sultan  Khoaronschah  named 
the  sultaness's  two  sisters  to  be  her  mid- 
wives  ;  and  from  that  time  thev  went  back- 
wards and  forwanls  to  the  palace,  overjoy- 
ed at  the  opportunity  they  should  have  of 
executing  the  detestable  wicke^lness  they 
had  meditated  against  the  sultaness  their 
sister. 

When  the  sultaness's  reckoning  was  out, 
she  was  safely  delivere<l  ota  young  prince, 
as  bright  as  the  day ;  but  neither  his  inno- 
cence nor  beauty  were  capable  of  moving 
the  cruel  hearts  of  tlie  merciless  sisters. 
They  wrapped  him  up  carelessly  in  his 
blimkets.  and  put  him  into  a  basket,  which 
they  abandoned  to  the  stream  of  a  small 
canial  which  ran  under  tlie  suhaness's 
apartment,  and  declared  she  was  delivered 
or  a  little  (lead  dog,  which  they  produced. 
This  disagree^ible  news  was  announced  to 
the  sultan,  w^io  conceived  so  much  anger 
thereat,  as  nn^ht  have  proved  fatal  to  Uie 
sultancA),  if  his  grand  vizier  had  not  re- 
presented to  him  that  he  could  not,  without 
injustice^  make  her  answerable  lor  the  ca- 
prices ol  nature. 

In  the  meiui  time,  the  basket  in  which  the 
little  prince  was  ex|)osied  w;is  Ciirried  by  the 
stream  bevond  a  wall  which  bounded  the 
prosiiect  ol  the  sultaness's  a^iartment.  am) 
from  tlieiu'e  fk^ated  with  the  current  oowii 
the  ganieriR.  By  chance  4hc  intcndant  of 
the  sultan's  garden,  otic  of  tlie  principal 
and  most  considemble  officers  ol'  tiie  king- 
dom, ^'alking  in  the  ^anien  by  the  side  of 
tlii?canid.  and  perceivmg  a  basket  floating, 
called  to  a  ganlener,  who  whb  not  far  nil, 


and  bid  him  come  presently  to  hun,  and 
reach  him  that  basket,  whicn  he  showao 
him  that  he^might  see  what  %vas  in  it.  The 
gardener,  with  a  spade  which  he  had  in  hk 
tiand.  brought  the  biisket  to  the  side  of  the 
canal,  took  it  up,  and  gave  it  to  liim. 

The  intendant  of  the  gardens  was  ex- 
tremely surprik-ed  to  see  in  the  basket  a 
child,  which,  though  he  easily  knew  it  to  be 
but  just  born,  had  very  fine  features.  This 
olHcer  had  been  marneil  several  veare,  and 
tiiough  he  had  always  been  desirous  of 
liavin;^  children,  Heaven  had  never  blessed 
him  with  any.  This  accident  interrupted 
his  walk  :  he  made  the  gardener  follow  him 
with  the  child  ;  and  when  he  came  to  his 
own  house,  which  wa^  situated  at  the  en- 
trance uito  the  gardens  of  the  oalace,  he 
went  into  his  wiftTs  apartment.  Wite,  said 
he,  as  we  have  no  children  of  oar  own, 
God  has  sent  us  one.  I  recommend  him  to 
you ;  provide  him  a  nurse  presently,  and 
take  as  much  care  of  him  as  if  he  were 
our  own  son ;  lor,  irom  this  moment,  I  ao- 
knowletl;^e  hun  as  such.  The  intendant^ 
wite  received  tlie  child  with  great  joy^  and 
took  particular  pletisure  in  the  care  ot  him. 
The  intendant  himself  would  not  inquire 
too  narrowly  whence  the  child  came.  He 
«iw  plainly  it  came  not  tar  off  the  sulta- 
ness's  apartment ;  but  it  was  not  his  buai- 
ne:«  to  examine  too  closely  into  what  had 
(>assed,nor  to  create  disturbances  in  a  place 
where  peace  was  so  necessary. 

The  year  aller  tlie  sultaness  was  brought 
to  bed  of  another  prince,  on  whom  the  un- 
natural sisters  had  no  more  compasnoa 
than  on  his  brotlier ;  but  exposed  him  like* 
wise  in  a  basket,  and  set  him  adrift  in  the 
canal,  pretending  this  time  that  the  sulta- 
ness was  dehvered  of  a  cat  It  was  happy 
also  (or  this  ctiild  that  the  intendant  of  the 
gardens  was  walking  by  the  canal  side, 
who  had  it  carried  to  his  wife,  and  cha^gea 
her  to  take  as  much  care  of  it  os  of  the  hrst ; 
which  suited  as  well  her  inclination,  as  it 
wan  agreeable  to  the  intendant. 

The  sultan  of  Persui  was  more  enra^^ 
this  time  against  the  sujtanen  than  betore, 
and  she  liaB  telt  tlie  eflects  of  his  anger,  if 
the  grand  vizier's  remonstrances  had  not 
prevailed. 

The  third  time  the  sultaness  lav  in  she 
was  delivered  of  a  princeHs,  which  inno* 
cent  babe  underwent  tiie  same  fate  as  the 
princes  her  brotliers;  for  the  two  sisteni 
being  determined  not  to  put  an  end  to  their 
detesmble  schemes,  till  they  had  seen  the 
itultaness  their  younger  sister  at  least  cast 
oil',  turned  out,  and  humbled,  exposed  this 
child  also  on  the  canal.  But  the  princess 
was  preserved  from  certain  death  by  the 
com|)}Lssion  and  charity  of  the  intendant  of 
the  gardens,  as  well  as  tlie  two  princes  her 
brothers. 

To  this  inhumanity  the  two  sisters  added 
a  lie  and  deceit  as  t>eibre.  The3r  produced 
a  piece  of  wood,  and  affirmed  it  to  be  a 
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fake  birth  which  the  saltaneas  was  deli- 
vered of. 

The  sultan  Khosrouschah  could  no  longer 
contain  himself,  when  he  was  inlbrmed  of 
the  new  extraordinary  birth.  What !  said 
he,  this  woman,  unworthy  of  my  bed,  will 
fill  my  palace  with  monsters,  if  I  let  her 
live  any  longer !  No,  it  shall  not  be,  added 
he :  she  is  a  monster  herself,  and  I  must  rid 
the  world  of  her.  He  pronounced  this 
sentence  of  death,  and  oraered  the  grand 
vizier  to  see  it  executed. 

The  grand  vizier,  and  the  courtiers  who 
were  present. cast  themfelvesat  the  sultan's 
feet,  to  beg  of  him  to  revoke  that  sentence. 
Your  miuesty,  1  hope,  will  give  me  leave, 
■aid  the  ffrand  vizier,  to  represent  to  you, 
that  the  laws  which  condemn  persons  to 
death  were  made  to  punish  crimes:  the 
three  extraordinary  labours  of  the  suhaness 
are  not  crimes;  for  in  what  can  she  be  said 
to  have  contributed  towards  them?  A 
great  many  other  women  have  had,  and 
have  the  same  every  dav,  and  are  to  be 
pitied  ;  but  not  punished.  Your  majesty 
may  abstain  from  seeing  her,  and  let  her 
iive.  The  affliction  in  which  she  will  spend 
the  rest  of  her  lite  after  the  loss  of  your 
favour,  will  be  a  punishment  great  enough. 

The  sultan  ol  Persia  considered  with 
himself,  and  found  that  it  was  injustice  in 
him  to  condemn  the  sultaness  to  death  for 
extraordinary  birtlis,  and  said,  Let  her  live 
then ;  I  will  give  her  lile ;  but  it  shall  be  on 
this  condition,  that  she  shall  desire  to  die 
more  than  once  every  day.  Let  a  wooden 
•lied  be  built  fur  her  at  the  gate  or  the 
principal  niodcjue,  witli  iron  bars  to  the 
wimiows,  and  let  her  be  put  into  it,  in  the 
coarBCiit  habit ;  and  every  Mo^ulman  that 
shall  go  into  the  mosque  to  prayers  shall 
spit  in  her  lace. — If  any  one  fail,  I  will  have 
him  exposed  to  the  same  punishment ;  and 
that  I  may  be  punctually  obeyed,  I  charge 
you,  vizier,  to  apix)int  persons  to  see  tliis 
done. 

The  sultan  pronounced  this  last  sentence 
in  such  a  tone,  that  the  grand  vizier  durst 
not  o|)en  his  mouth ;  and  it  was  executed, 
to  the  great  satisfaction  of  the  twu  envious 
sisters.  A  she(lwasbuilt;  and  the  sultaness, 
truly  worthy  of  compassion,  as  soon  as  her 
month  was  up,  was  put  into  it,  and  exposed 
i^nominiously  to  the  contempt  of  the  peo- 
ple ;  which  usage,  as  she  did  not  deserve, 
she  bore  with  a  constancy  which  excitea 
the  adniiralion,  as  well  as  cx)mp}\s9ion,  of* 
those  who  judged  of  tilings  better  than  the 
vulffar. 

The  two  princes  and  the  princess  were 
nursed  and  broui^ht  up  by  the  intendant  of 
the  ganlens  and  his  wife,  with  all  the  ten- 
derness of  a  father  and  mother ;  and  as  they 
advanced  in  use,  they  all  showed  marks  of 
superior  gre,itn(*ss,  (and  the  princef«  in  par- 
ticular, a  charmins:  beauty,)  which  disco- 
vered itself  every  day  by  tlieir  docility  and 
good  inclinations  above  trifles,  and  dinerent 


from  those  of  common  children,  and  bj  a 
certain  air  whk^h  could  only  belong'  to  prin- 
ces and  princesses.  All  this  increasod  the 
affections  of  the  intendant  and  hv  wife,  who 
called  the  eldest  prince  Bahmnn,  tnd  the 
second  Perviz,  both  of  them  oaroei  of  the 
most  ancient  sultans  of  Persia,  and  the 
princess  Parizade,  which  name  ako  had 
been  borne  by  several  sultanesKi  and  prin- 
cesses of  the  kingdom.* 

As  soon  as  the  two  princes  were  old 
enough,  the  intendant  provided  proper 
masters  to  teach  them  to  read  and  wnte ; 
and  the  princess  their  sister,  who  was  often 
with  them  when  they  were  learning  their 
lessons,  showing  a  great  desire  to  \eam  to 
retxd  and  write,  though  much  younger  than 
thev,  the  intendant  was  so  moch  taken 
with  tliat  disposition  of  hers,  that  he  em- 
ployed the  same  master  to  teach  her  also. 
Her  emulation,  vivacity,  and  piercing  wit, 
made  her  in  a  Httle  time  as  great  a  profi- 
cient as  her  brothers. 

From  that  time,  the  brothere  and  sister 
had  all  the  same  masters  in  all  the  other 
arts,  in  geography,  poetrv,  hietory,  even  the 
secret  sciences ;  ail  which  came  so  easily  lo 
them,  and  in  a  little  time  thejr  made  so 
wonderful  a  progress,  that  their  mastera 
were  amazed,  aiid  frankly  owned,  that  if 
thev  held  on  so  but  a  little  looM*.  they 
could  teach  them  no  farther.  At  the  hours 
of  recreation,  the  princeRs  learned  to  sing, 
and  play  upon  ail  sorts  of  instruments ;  and 
when. the  princes  were  learning  to  ride,  ihe 
would  not  permit  them  to  have  that  advan- 
Uige  over  her,  but  went  through  all  exer- 
cises with  them,  learning  to  noe,  bend  the 
bow,  and  dart  the  reed  or  javelin,  and 
oftentimes  outstrip  them  in  the  race. 

The  intendant  of  the  gardens  was  so 
overjoyed  to  find  his  adopted  children  m 
accomplished  in  all  the  perfectk>ns  of  bodr 
and  mind,  and  that  they  answered  so  well 
the  charge  he  had  been  at  upon  their  edu- 
cation,  that  he  resolved  to  be  still  at  s 
greater  expense ;  for  whereas  he  liad  till 
then  been  content  only  with  his  lodge  at 
the  entrance  of  the  garden,  and  ke|it  no 
country-house,  he  purchased  a  country-seat 
at  a  small  distance  from  the  city,  surround- 
ed with  a  large  tract  of*  arable  land,  mea- 
do^^,  and  woods.  As  the  house  was  not 
sufficiently  handsome  nor  convenient,  be 
pulled  it  down,  and  spared  no  expense  lo 
make  it  magnificent    He  went  every  day 

*  "  Bahaman"  was  the  name  of  the  nth 
kin^  of  Pemia  of  the  second  dynasty  of  ibe 
Caianides,  and  signifies  "just"  and'^'beoefieenl;" 
being,  according  to  some  writers,  only  an  efi- 
thct  of  "  Ardschir  Dirazdest"  or  "  Afcaxena 
Loni^imanus."  He  is  said  to  have  neignnl  11^ 
yean,  and  to  have  been  contemponiy  vicfc 
Hippocrates  and  Galen. — Herbekit. 

"  Parizadeh,"  the  "  Farisatis"  of  ths  Gii^ 
signifies  "  bom  of  a  £ury." — Idem. 

"  Pervis"  has  the  ssme  origin. 
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to  hasten,  hy  his  prcisence,  the  great  num- 
ber of  workmen  he  employed ;  and  as  soon 
as  there  was  an  apartment  ready  to  receive 
him,  he  passed  several  days  together  there, 
when  hiB  presence  was  not  necessary  at 
court ;  and  by  the  same  exertions,  the 
house  was  furnished  in  tlie  richest  manner, 
answerably  to  the  niagniticence  of  the 
edifice.  AflerMi'ards  he  made  ^rdens,  ac- 
cording to  the  plan  (Ira  vn  by  hmise'f,  al>er 
the  manner  of  the  grrat  lords  in  Pci-sia. 
He  took  in  a  large  compass  ol'  ground  lor 
a  park,  which  he  walled  round,  and  stock- 
ed witn  fallow  deer,  that  the  princes  and 
princess  might  divert  themselves  with 
hunting  when  they  |>lcaf!ed. 

When  this  countiy-seat  was  finished  and 
fit  tor  habitation,  ihe  intendant  oi'  the  gar- 
dens went  and  cast  himself  at  the  sultan's 
feet,  and,  afler  reprej^entinff  to  him  how 
long  he  had  eerveti  him,an(rthe  infirmities 
of  age  which  he  found  growing  upon  him, 
he  begged  he  would  permit  him  to  resign 
his  charge  into  his  majesty's  hands,  m\d 
retire.  The  sultan  gave  him  leave  with 
the  more  pleasure,  because  he  was  satisfied 
with  his  long  services,  both  in  his  father's 
reign  and  his  own ;  and  when  he  granted  it, 
he  asked  him  what  he  should  do  to  recom- 
pense him.  Sir,  replied  the  intendant  of  the 
g[ardens,I  have  received  so  many  obliga- 
tions from  your  majesty,  an<i  the  late  sultan 
your  father,  of  happv  memory,  that  I  de- 
sire no  more  than  the  honour  of  dying  in 
your  favour. 

He  took  his  leave  of  the  sultin  Khos- 
rouschah,  and  afterwards  returne<l  to  the 
country  retreat  he  had  built,  with  the  two 
princes,  Bahman  and  Per\'iz,  and  the  prin- 
cess Parizade.  His  wile  had  been  dea«1 
some  years,  and  he  him!*elf  had  not  lived 
above  six  montlis  with  them,  bclore  he  was 
surprised  by  so  sudden  a  death,  that  tie  had 
not  time  to  give  them  the  least  account  of' 
their  birth,  which  he  had  resolved  to  do,  as 
necessary  to  oblige  them  to  c-ontinue  to  live, 
as  they  had  then  done,  agreeably  to  their 
rank  and  condition,  and  the  education  he 
had  given  them,  and  to  their  own  inclina- 
tion. 

The  princes  Bahman  and  Perviz,  and 
the  princess  Parizade,  who  knew  no  other 
father  than  the  intendant  of  the  sultan's 
ganlens,  regretted  and  bewailed  him  as 
such,  nn<l  paid  him  all  the  honours  in  his 
funeral  obsiequics  which  their  love  and  filial 
gratitude  reouired  of  them.  Content  with 
the  plentiful  tbrtune  he  left  them,  they 
lived  together  in  the  same  perfect  unk>n, 
free  from  the  ambition  of  distinguishing 
themselves  at  court,  with  a  view  to  places 
of  honour  and  dignity,  which  they  might 
easily  have  obtained. 

One  day,  when  the  two  princes  were 
hunting,  and  the  princeM  Parizade  stayed 
at  home,  a  religious  old  woman  came  to 
the  gate,  and  desired  leave  to  go  in  to  say 
bir  prayerii  it  bein^  then  the  Sixir,    The ' 


servants  went  and  asked  the  princesn^ 
leave,  who  ordereil  them  to  show  her  into 
tlie  onitory,  which  the  intendant  of  the 
sultan's  gardens  ha<l  uiken  care  to  fit  up  in 
his  house,  l()r  want  of  a  mosque  in  the 
1  :eighbourh(X)d.  She  bade  them  also,  after 
the  gvKx\  won. an  had  finished  her  prayer^ 
stiow  her  the  house  and  gardens,  and  then 
bring  her  to  her. 

The  religious  old  woman  went  into  the 
oratory,  said  her  prayers,  and  when  she 
came  out  again,  two  of  The  princess's  wo- 
men, who  waited  on  her,  invited  her  to  see 
the  house  and  gardens;  which  civility  she 
accepteil  o!*,  and  iollowed  ttiem  from  one 
apartment  to  another,  and  observed,  as  a 
pei-eon  who  undei-stood  what  belonged  to 
furniture,  the  nice  an-angeinent  of  every 
thing.  They  com! ucteil  her  also  into  the 
garden,  the  disposition  of  which  she  tbund 
so  new  an<i  well  platmed,  that  she  admired 
it,  observing  that  the  person  who  drew  it,, 
must  have  oeen  an  excellent  master  of  his 
art.  Afterwards  she  was  brought  betbre 
ttie  princess,  who  waited  lor  her  in  the  great 
hall,  which,  in  propriety,  beauty,  and  rich- 
nesp,  exceeded  all  she  had  admired  betbre 
in  the  ai«artinents. 

As  soon  as  the  princess  saw  the  devout 
woman,  she  said  to  her.  My  good  mother, 
come  near  and  sit  down  by  me.  I  am 
overjoye^i  at  the  happiness  of  having  the 
opportunity  of  profiting  !br  some  momenta 
by  the  good  example  and  discourse  of  such 
a  permn  as  you,  who  has  taken  the  ri^ht 
\vny,  by  dedicating  yourself  to  liie  service 
of  Gthl.    I  wish  every  bo<ly  were  as  wise. 

The  religious  woman,  insteiul  of  sitting 
u(X)n  a  sotii,  would  only  sit  u\to\i  the  edge 
ol  it.  Tiie  princejw  would  not  permit  her 
to  do  80,  but  rishig  from  her  ee^iU  and 
taking  her  by  the  hand,  obliged  her  to  come 
and  sit  by  her.  The  good  woman,  sensible 
of  the  civility,  said.  Madam,  I  ought  not 
to  have  so  much  res|)ect  shown  me ;  hut 
since  you  command  me,  and  are  mistress 
of  your  own  house,  I  obey  you.  When 
she  had  sit  down,  before  thev  entered  into 
any  conversation,  one  of  tlie  princess's  wo- 
men brought  a  little  low  table  of  mother  of 
pearl  and  ebony,  witli  a  china  dish  full  oi 
cakes  upon  it,  and  a  great  many  others  set 
round  it  tuU  of  fruits  in  season,  and  wet 
and  dry  sweetmeats. 

The  princess  took  up  one  of  the  cokeiL 
and  presgienting  her  with  it,  said  Eat,  good 
mother,  and  make  choice  of  what  you  like 
best ;  vou  had  net^d  to  e:it  afler  coming  so 
far.  Madam,  replied  the  good  woman.  I 
am  not  used  to  eat  such  nice  things  :  but 
will  not  refuse  what  God  has  sent  me  by  to 
iit>eral  a  liand  as  yours. 

While  the  religk^us  woman  was  eating, 
the  princess  ate  something  too,  to  bear  hor 
company,  and  asked  her  a  great  manj 
questions  upon  the  exercise  of  devotion 
which  she  practised,  and  how  she  lived :  all 
which  ouestiooa  the  ailDBd  with  great  mc^ 
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deaty.  Talking  ol' several  things,  at  lat?t 
she  asked  her  what  she  Uiought  ol  the 
hoiitae,  and  how  she  likeil  it. 

Madam,  answered  ttie  devout  woman,  I 
muFt  ceilainiy  have  very  bad  taste  to  dis- 
approve any  thing  in  it,  since  it  is  beami- 
ful,  reguhir,  and  miignificently  furnished 
with  exactness  and  juilgment,  and  ail  its 
ornaments  adjusted  in  tiie  best  manner.  Its 
situation  is  an  agreeable  spot,  and  no  gar- 
den can  be  more  delightful ;  but  yet  if  you 
will  give  me  leave' to  speak  my  mmd  freely, 
I  will  take  the  liberty  to  tell  vou,  that  this 
house  would  be  incom parable,  if  it  had 
three  things  which  are  wanting  to  it.  My 
good  mother,  replied  the  princetrs  Pariza<ie, 
what  are  ihoee  three  things  ?  I  conjure 
you,  in  GkHPs  name,  to  tell  me  what  they 
are  :  I  will  spare  notiiing  to  get  tliem  il'  it 
be  possible. 

Madam,  replied  the  devout  woman,  the 
first  of  tliese  three  things,  is  the  speaking 
bird,  w^hich  is  called  Bulbulkezer,  and  is  so 
singular  a  creature  that  it  can  draw  round 
it  all  tlie  singing  birdsof  the  neighbourhood, 
which  come  to  accompany  liis  song.  The 
'second  is,  the  singing  tree,  the  leaves  of 
which  are  so  many  mouths  which  ibrm  a 
harmonious  concert  of  difierent  voices,  and 
never  cease.  The  third  is  the  yellow  wa- 
ter of  gold  colour,  a  single  drop  of  which 
heme  poure<l  in  a  vei«el  properly  preparetl 
in  whatever  partof  tlie  garden,  it  nicreases 
so  that  it  fills  it  imme^liately,  and  rises  up 
in  the  middle  like  a  Ibuntain,  w*hich  conti- 
nually plays  in  it,  and  yet  the  basin  never 
overflows. 

Ah  1  my  good  mother,  cried  the  princesg, 
how  much  I  am  obliged  to  vou  for  the 
knowledge  of  these  things !  They  are  sur- 
prising, and  I  never  before  he^ml  there 
were  such  curious  and  wonderful  things  in 
the  workl ;  but  as  I  am  well  i)ersuaded  that 
3rou  know  where  they  are,  I  expect  that 
you  should  do  me  the  favour  to  tell  me. 
Madam,  replied  the  good  woman,  I  should 
be  unworthy  the  hospitality  you  have  with 
80  much  goodness  shown  me,  if  I  should  lie- 
fuse  to  satisfy  your  curiosity  in  that  point ; 
and  am  glad  to  have  the  honour  to  tell  you 
that  these  tliree  things  are  to  be  met  with 
in  the  same  spot  on  the  confines  of  this 
kingdom  towards  India.  The  road  to  it 
lies  before  your  houw,  and  whoever  you 
send  needs  but  to  follow  it  for  twenty  days, 
and  on  the  twentieth  let  him  but  ask  the 
first  person  he  meets,  where  the  speaking 
bird,  singing  tree,  and  yellow  water  are,  and 
he  will  be  informed.  Afler  these  words,  phe 
rose  from  her  seat,  took  her  leave,  and  went 
her  way. 

The  princess  Parizmlc's  thoughts  were 
so  taken  up  with  what  the  religions  wo- 
man had  told  her  of  the  speaking  bird, 
singing  tree,  and  yellow  water,  that  she 
never  perceived  she  was  gone,  till  she 
wanted  to  ask  her  some  questbn  lor  her 
netter  informatiao ;  for  she  thought  that 


what  she  had  told  her  was  not  a  suffieieul 
reason  for  exposing  lierhelf  by  undertaking 
a  long  journey  puMbibly  to  no  purpose. 
However,  she  would  not  send  aller  her  to 
fetch  her  back,  but  endeavoured  to  remem- 
her  all  she  haJ  told  her;  and  when  she 
thought  she  had  recollected  every  word, 
she  took  real  pleasure  in  thinking  of  the 
satislifiction  she  should  have,  if  she  could 
get  these  wonderful  things  into  her  pospes 
sion ;  but  the  difficulties  she  apprehended, 
and  the  fear  of  not  succeeding,  made  her 
very  uneasy. 

She  was  lost  in  these  thoughts,  when  her 
brothers  returned  from  hunting ;  who,  when 
they  entered  the  gretti  hall,  int^ead  of  find- 
ing her  lively  and  gay,  as  she  used  to  be, 
were  amazed  to  see  her  so  i^nsive,  ana 
hang  down  her  head  as  if  something  trou- 
bled her. 

Sister,  said  prince  Bahman,  what  is  be- 
come of  all  your  mirtli  and  guyety  ?  Are 
vou  not  well?  or  has  some  niisibrtune 
befallen  you?  Has  any  body  given  too 
reason  to  oe  so  melancholy  ?  Tell  us,  that 
we  may  know  how  to  act,  and  give  yoa 
some  relief.  I  f  any  body  has  afifronted  you, 
we  will  resent  it 

The  princess  Parizade  remained  in  the 
same  posture  some  time  witlMut  answer- 
ing ;  but  at  last  lilled  up  her  eyes  to  look 
at  ner  brothers,  and  then  held  Uiem  down 
again,  telling  tnem  notiiing  disturbed  her. 

Sister,  said  prince  Bahman.  you  conceal 
the  truth  fit>m  us ;  there  must  oe  something 
of  consequence.  It  is  impossible,  tor  tl:e 
short  time  we  have  been  absent,  we  could 
observe  so  sudden  a  change,  if  nothing  was 
the  matter  with  you.  You  would  not  have 
lis  satisfied  with  the  unsatistactorr  answer 
you  have  given  us:  do  iK>t  coi:ceal  any 
thing  fnun  us,  unless  you  would  have  us 
believe  that  you  renounce  the  friendship 
and  strict  union  which  have  hitherto  sub- 
sisted between  us  from  our  infancy. 

The  princess,  who  had  not  the  smallest 
intentk>n  to  break  with  her  brothers,  would 
not  sutler  them  to  entertain  such  a  thought, 
but  said.  When  I  told  you  nothing  disturb- 
ed me,  I  meant,  nothing  that  was  of  any 
great  importance  to  you ;  but  to  me  it  is  of 
some  conseouence ;  iuid  since  you  press  me 
to  tell  you  by  our  strict  union  and  friend- 
ship, which  are  so  dear  to  me.  I  will.  You 
think,  and  I  al^'ays  believed  so  too,  that 
this  house,  which  our  late  Hither  built  lor 
us,  was  complete  in  eveiy  thing.  an4l  that 
nothing  wtis  WiU]ting.  But  tliis  day  I  have 
learned  that  it  wants  three  things,  m'hich 
would  render  it  so  i)eriect,  that  no  country- 
seat  in  the  world  could  be  compared  with 
it.  These  three  things  are,  the  speaking 
bird,  the  sinking  tree,  and  the  yellow  wa- 
ter. Aflersne  had  informed  them  whereio 
consisted  theexcellency  of  these  three  ran- 
ties,  A  religious  woman,  added  she,  hai 
made  this  discovery  to  me,  and  told  roetiM 
place  where  they  are  to  be  fcund,  sod  ui 
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way  thither.  Perhapa  you  may  imagine 
these  things  to  be  trifles,  and  of  little  con- 
sequence to  render  our  lioose  complete,  and 
that,  without  these  additions,  it  will  always 
be  thought  fine  enough  witli  what  it  al- 
ready contains,  and  that  we  can  do  without 
them.  You  may  think  as  you  please ;  but 
I  cannot  help  telling  you  that  I  am  per- 
suaded they  are  abK)lutely  necessarr.  and 
i  shall  not  be  easy  without  them.  There- 
ibre,  whether  you  value  them  or  not,  I 
desire  you  to  give  me  your  oqinion,  and 
consider  what  penon  you  may  thrnk  proper 
ibr  me  to  semi  on  this  conquest 

Sicter,  replied  prince  Bahman,  nothing 
can  concern  you  m  which  we  have  not  an 
equal  interest  It  is  enough  you  have  on 
earnest  desire  for  the  things  ^ou  mention, 
to  oblige  us  to  take  the  siiine  interest :  but 
if  you  had  not,  we  feel  ouri^lves  inclined 
of  our  own  accord,  and  for  our  own  parti- 
cular satisfaction.  I  am  persuaded  my 
brother  is  of  the  same  opinion,  and  there- 
fore we  ought  to  undertake  thj/B  conauei^ 
as  you  call  it ;  for  the  importance  and  sin- 
gularity of  it  deserves  that  name.  I  will 
take  that  charge  upon  myself;  only  tell  me 
the  place,  and  the  way  to  it,  and  I  will 
defer  my  journey  no  longer  than  till  to- 
morrow. 

Brother,  said  prince  Perviz.  it  is  not  con- 
venient that  you,  who  are  the  head  and 
support  of  the  family,  should  be  absent  so 
long.  I  desire  my  sister  would  join  with 
me  to  oblige  >'ou  to  abandon  your  design, 
and  allow  me  to  undertake  it  I  hope  to 
acquit  m)*8elf  as  well  as  you,  and  it  wdl  be 
a  more  regular  proceeding.^  am  persuad- 
ed of  your  good- will,  brother,  replied  prince 
Bahman,  and  that  pu  will  acquit  yourself 
as  well  as  me  in  this  journey ;  but  I  have 
resolved  on  it,  and  wul  do  it.  You  shall 
stay  at  home  with  our  sister,  and  I  need 
Qoi  recommend  her  to  you.  He  spent  the 
remainder  of  that  day  m  making  prepara- 
twns  for  his  journey,  and  intbrming  himself 
from  the  princess  of  the  directrans  the  de- 
vout woman  lefl  her,  that  he  might  xx>t 
mi's  his  way. 

The  next  momingjBarly,  prince  Bahman 
mounted  his  horse,  and  pnnce  Perviz  and 
\he  princess  Parizode.  who  would  see  him 
■et  out,  embraced,  ana  wished  him  a  good 
iouniey.  But  in  the  midst  of  tlieir  aoieus, 
the  prii)ce83  recollected  one  thhig.  which 
she  had  not  thougj^t  on  belbre.  Brother, 
said  she,  I  had  quite  forgotten  the  accidents 
which  attend  travellers.  Who  knows  whe- 
ther I  sliall  ever  see  you  again  ?  Alight,  I 
oeseech  you,  and  give  up  this  journey.  I 
would  ratlier  be  deprived  of  the  sight  and 
uon  of  the  speaking  bird,  singing- 


tree,  and  yelk>w  water,  than  rim  the  risk  of 
ocver  seeing  you  more. 

Sister,  replied  prince  Bahman,  smiling 
at  the  sudden  fears  of  the  princess  Pan- 
zade.  my  resolutbn  is  fixed,  and  was  it  not, 
I  ahoald  determine  upon  it  now,  and  yoo 
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must  allow  me  to  execute  it.  Theaecidenti 
voM  speak  of  befall  only  thof»e  who  are  un- 
Irtunate.  It  is  true,  I  may  be  of  that 
number ;  but  there  are  more  who  are  not  so 
tl  an  who  are,  and  I  may  be  of  the  Ibrmer 
number.  But  as  eventi  are  uncertain,  and 
I  mav  fall  in  this  undertaking,  all  I  can  (W 
is  to  leave  /ou  this  knife. 

Then  pnnce  Bahman  pulled  a  knife  out 
of  his  pocket,  and  presenting  it  in  the 
sheath  to  the  princess,  said,  Take  this  knife^ 
sister,  and  give  yourself  the  trouble  some* 
times  to  pull  it  out  of  the  sheath :  while 
you  see  it  clean  as  it  is  now,  it  sliall  be  a 
sign  tliat  I  am  alive ;  but  if  you  fiixl  it 
stained  with  blood,  then  you  may  believt 
me  dead,  and  indulge  me  with  YO\ir  prayers. 

The  princess  Parizade  could  obtain  oo> 
thing  more  of  prince  Bahman.  He  bade 
adieu  to  her  and  prince  Perviz  for  the  las( 
time,  and  rode  away  well  mounted,  armed, 
and  equipped.  When  he  got  into  the  road, 
he  never  turned  to  the  right  hand  nor  to 
the  lefl,  but  went  directly  forwards  toward 
India.  The  twentieth  dav  he  perceived  oo 
the  road  side  a  hideous  old  man,  who  sat 
under  a  tree  some  small  distance  from  a 
thatched  house,  whkh  was  his  retreat  from 
the  weather. 

His  eyebrows  were  as  white  as  snow,  and 
so  was  the  hair  of  his  head ;  his  whiskeni 
covered  his  mouthy  and  his  beard  and  hair 
reached  down  to  his  feet.  The  nails  of  hk 
hands  and  leet  were  grown  to  an  extensive 
length :  his  flat  broacfhat,  like  an  umbrella, 
covered  his  head.  He  had  no  clothes,  but 
only  a  mat  thrown  round  his  body. 

Thb  old  man  was  a  dervise,  who  had  fbr 
many  years  retired  from  the  world,  and  had 
neglected  himself  to  give  himself  up  en- 
tirely to  the  service  of  God ;  so  that  at  last 
he  was  become  what  we  have  denribed. 

Prince  Bahman,  who  had  been  all  that 
morning  very  attentive  to  see  if  he  could 
meet  with  any  body  that  could  give  him  in* 
fbrmatkm  of  the  place  he  was  going  ^ 
stopped  when  he  came  n?4u-  the  dervise,  as 
the  Bret  person  he  had  met  and  alighted 
from  off  his  horee,  in  conformity  to  the 
directions  the  religious  woman  had  given 
the  princess  Parizade;  and  leading  hii 
horee  by  the  bridle,  advanced  towards  him, 
and  saluting  him,  sakl,  Qod  prolong  your 
days,  good  father,  and  grant  you  the  ao- 
compltshment  of  yo\ir  desires. 

The  dervise  returned  the  prince^  nluta* 
tatkm,  but  so  unintelligibly,  that  he  could 
not  understand  one  word  he  said :  prince 
Bahman  perceiving  that  this  difikulty  pro- 
ceeded from  the  dervise's  whiskers  hanging 
over  hii  mouth,  and  unwilhng  to  go  aiur 
farther  without  the  instructions  he  wanted, 
he  pulleJ  out  a  pair  of  sciarors  he  had  about 
him,  and  having  tied  his  horse  to  a  braneli 
of  the  tree,  said  to  tlie  dervise,  Good  dervise^ 
I  want  to  have  some  talk  with  you ;  but 
yourwhkkere  prevent  my  uoderstandinf 
wfaatyoany;  and  if  you  will  oooettit,  I 
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will  cut  off*  some  part  of  them  and  of  your 
evebrowB.  which  dnfi^res  you  eo  much, 
tnat  you  look  more  like  a  bear  than  a  man. 

The  dervise  did  not  oppora  the  prince. 
bat  let  him  do  it :  and  when  the  prince  had 
cut  off  as  much  hair  as  he  thought  fit,  he 
perceived  tliat  the  dervise  had  a  good 
complexkm,  and  that  he  did  not  eeeni  00 
old  B8  he  really  wnn.  Good  derviae,  (>aid  he, 
if  I  had  a  ff lass,  I  would  show  you  how 
nmng  you  look :  3rou  are  now  a  man,  but 
belbre,  nobody  could  tell  what  you  were. 

The  kind  behaviour  of  prince  Bah  man 
made  the  dervise  smile,  anu  return  his  com- 
pliment. Sir,  said  he,  whoever  you  are,  I 
am  infinitely  obliged  to  you  lor  the  good 
office  you  have  done  me,  and  am  reaciy  to 
show  my  gratitude,  by  doing  any  thing  in 
my  power  tor  you.  Vou  must  have  alighted 
here  upon  some  account  or  other.  Tell  me 
what  it  is,  and  I  will  endeavour  to  serve  you 
if  I  can. 

Good  dervise,  replied  prince  Bahman,  I 
have  come  a  ^reat  way,  and  am  in  search 
afterthe  speakmg  bird,  the  singing  tree,  and 
the  yellow  water :  I  know  these  three  things 
are  not  far  from  hence,  but  cannot  tell  ex- 
actly the  place  where  they  are  to  be  found: 
if  you  know,  I  conjure  yon  to  show  me  the 
way,  that  I  mav  not  mistake  it,  and  lose  my 
labour  afler  so  long  a  journey. 

The  prince,  while  he  spoke,  observed  that 
the  dervise  changed  countenance,  held 
down  his  eyes,  and  looked  verv  serious,  and. 
instead  of  making  any  reply,  remainca 
silent;  which  obliged  him  to  say  to  him 
afiiin,  Good  father,  I  fancy  you  heard  mo ; 
tell  me  whether  you  know  what  I  ask  you, 
that  I  may  not  lose  my  time,  and  inform 
myself  somewhere  else. 

At  last  the  dervise  broke  silence.  Sir, 
said  he  to  prince  Bahman,  I  know  the 
way  you  ask  of  me;  but  the  fliendship 
which  I  conceived  for  you  the  first  mo- 
ment I  saw  you,  and  which  is  grown 
stronger  by  the  service  you  have  done  me, 
kept  me  in  suspense,  whether  I  should  erive 
you  the  siitisfUction  vou  desire.  What 
motive  can  hinder  you  t  replied  the  prince : 
and  what  difficuitie?  do  you  find  in  so  doing  1 
I  will  tell  you,  replied  the  dervise;  the 
danger  you  are  going  to  expose  yourself  to 
is  greater  than  you  can  believe.  A  giinit 
Dumber  of  gentlemen,  of  as  much  bravery 
and  courage  as  you  can  have,  pa8c^2d  by 
here,  and  asked  me  the  same  ijuestion  you 
do  now.  When  I  had  used  all  my  encfra- 
vours  to  persuade  them  to  desipt,  they  would 
not  heli«vc  nie  j  at  last,  I  have  yieldeJ 
to  their  imi)ortumties ;  I  was  compelled  to 
show  them  the  vv'ay,  and  I  can  assure  you 
lliey  have  all  ptTished,  and  I  have  not  seen 
one  come  biick  tiguin.  Thereloje,  if  you 
Imve  any  re^iird  lor  your  lite,  take  my  ad- 
Tice,  go  no  farther,  return  home. 

Prince  Bahman  persisted  in  his  resolution. 
I  will  not  believe,  said  he  to  the  denise,  but 


that  yoQT  advice  is  sincere.  I  am  oUi^rBil 
to  you  for  the  friendship  you  express  for  uie: 
hut  whatever  may  be  the  danger  you  idl 
me  of,  nothing  shall  make  roe  change  tor 
intentkm :  whoever  attacks  me,  I  am  well 
armed,  and  can  say  I  am  as  brave  as  any 
one.  But  they  who  shall  attack  vou  are 
not  to  be  seen,  replied  the  dervise,  for  there 
are  a  great  many  of  them ;  how  will  yoa 
defend  yourRelf  ag-ainst  invisible  persons  ? 
It  is  no  matter,  an8^vered  the  pnnce;  all 
you  say  shall  not  persuade  me  to  do  any 
thing  contrary  to  my  duty.  Since  >'on  know 
the  way,  I  conjure  you  once  nwrc  to  tell 
me,  and  not  refuse  me  that  favour. 

When  tlic  clervifce  found  he  couM  not  pre- 
vail u\fon  prince  Bahman,  and  tlial  he  was 
obstinately  bent  to  pursue  his  joume/,  not- 
withstan(fiiig  the    wholesome    advice  he 
gave  hinii  he  put  his  hand  into  a  bag  that 
lay  by  him,  and  pulled  out  a  bowl,  which 
he  presented  to  him.    Since  1  cannot  pre- 
vail on  you  to  hear  me  and  take  my  advice, 
said  he,  take  th»  bowl,  and  when  you  aie 
on  horseback  throw  it  before  you,  and  follow 
it  to  tlie  foot  of  a  mountain,  where  it  will 
stop.  As  soon  as  the  bowl  stops,  alight,  and 
leave  your  horse  with  the  bridle  over  his 
neck,  and  he  will  stand  in  the  same  place 
till  vou  return.    As  you  go  up  the  hili,  you 
will  see  on  your  right  and  lelt  hand  a  great 
quantity  of  large  black  stones,  and  wilfhear 
on  all  fddes  of  you  a  confuskm  of  volcei, 
which  will  say  a  thousand  injurxnj^  things 
to  you  10  discx)urage  you^  and  prevent  )-our 
climbing  up  to  the  top  of  the  hill :  but  take 
care,  and  be  not  afraid ;  and,  above  all 
thmgs,  do  not  tuni  your  head  to  kx>k  behind 
you ;  lor  in  that  instant  you  will  be  changed 
into  such  a  black  stone  as  those  you  see, 
which  are  all  so  many  gentlemen,  who  have 
failed  in  tliL"!  ciiterpnse,  as  I  told  you.  If  you 
escape  the  danger  which  I  give  you  but  a 
slight  description  of,  that  you  might  reflect 
on  it,  and  get  to  the  top  of  the  luountaio, 
you  will  see  a  ca^e.  anu  in  that  ca^^e  is  the 
bird  you  seek :  ask  him  where  arc  uie  ant- 
ing tree  and  the  yellow  water,  and  he  wnl 
tell  you.    I  have  nothing  more  to  say ;  thii 
is  wliat  you  have  to  do,  and  the  danger  you 
have  to  avoid ;  but  if  you  would  believe  me, 
you  would  take  my  advice,  and  not  expose 
your  lile.    Consider  once  more  while  yoa 
have  time,  that  the  difficulty  is  almost  in 
su|)erabio,  and  attached    to    a    oonditioQ 
which  may  be  counteracted  e^^en  br  inad 
vertence,  as  you  may  easily  comprehend. 

I  am  very  much  obliged  to  you  for  your 
repeated  advice,  replied  prince  Bahman, 
after  he  had  received  the  bowl,  but  I  cani  ot 
Ihllow  it.  However,  1  will  endeavour  to 
conform  myself  to  that  part  of  it  which  bidi 
me  not  to  look  behind  me  as  I  go  up.  and  I 
ho|)e  to  come  ami  see  vou  agam  soon,  lad 
thank  you  more  when  1  have  got  what  Its 
in  search  afler.  Alter  these  words,  to  wiuck 
the  dervise  made  00  other  aniwtr  than  telK 
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lie  riwuld  be  oveijoyed  to  see  him  atrain, 
and  wished  (hat  might  be  the  case,  he 
nounled  hti  hone,  took  bii  leave  ol'  the 
dervite  with  a  lot*  bow,  and  threw  the 
bowl  before  hitn. 

I'he  bowl  rolled  awn?  to  the  lart  with  u 
much  iwitlnecB  as  when  prince  Bahmon 
first  delivered  it  out  of  his  hand,  which 
obliged  him  lo  put  his  tiorrc  tu  the  same 
pace  to  tbilow  it  without  losing  siehl  ol'  it, 
and  wlieo  it  came  to  the  loot  of  the  moiia- 
tain  which  the  dervise  named^  it  stopped. 
The  prince  alighted  from  oR  his  horse, 
which  never  stirred  from  the  spot,  though 
he  had  the  bridle  oa  hit  neck ;  and  havinfi: 
firet  aurveyed  the  mountain,  and  seen  the 
biack  stones,  he  began  to  climb  up  it ;  but 
he  had  not  gone  four  steps,  before  he  heard 
the  voieea  mentioned  by  the  dervise,  though 
he  could  see  nobody.  Some  «id.  Where  is 
that  fool  going  7  where  is  he  going  1  what 
would  he  have?  do  ikH  let  him 
Othen^  Slop  him,  catch  him,  kill  him :  and 
othen  with  a  vok:e  like  tlmnder.  Thief! 
Mnssinl  murderer]  while  some  inagibijig 
lone,  cried,  No,  no,  do  not  hurt  liim;  let  the 

Eitty  felbw  pern;  the  cage  and  bird  ere 
pt  li>r  him. 

Notwiihstnnding  all  thoae  troublesome 
voices,  prince  Bahmari  mounted  with  cou- 
(B^e  and  leeolulion  lor  some  time,  but  the 
voices  increasing  with  so  kiud  a  din  so  near 
him,  both  behind  and  belore,  at  last  he  was 
■eiied  with  lear,  his  legs  trembled  under 
htm,  he  staggered,  and  presently  finding 
that  his  strength  laileil  him,  he  Jorgot  the 
derviee's  advice,  turned  about  to  run  down 
the  hill,  and  was  that  instant  chanced  into 
■  block  stone, — a  metamorphun*  whichhad 
hai>pened  to  k>  many  belbre  him.  wlio  had 
Vtempted  the  same  thing.  His  hone  hke- 
wine  underwent  the  mne  chnnre. 

Prom  the  time  of  prince  Bahman's  de- 
parture, the  priiiceas  Parixade  alwan  wore 
tlie  knile  and  sheath  in  her  girdle,  and 
palled  it  out  several  times  in  a  day  to  know 
wtolMr  har  brothw  WM  aim.   Sheted 


the  ccnsolatioa  to  imdentand  he  was  b 
perfect  health,  and  to  talk  of  him  fi^ 
fluently  with  prince  Pervia,  who  som^ 
times  prevented  her  by  acting  her  what 

On  the  fatal  day  that  prince  Bahmaa 
was  metamorphosed  into  a  stone,  as  prinM 
Pervis  and  tne  princess  were  talking  to- 
gether in  the  evening,  as  usual,  the  prmoe 
de8ire<l  his  atster  lo  pull  out  the  knile,  to 
know  how  their  brother  did.  The  princesi 
drew  out  the  knile,  and  kxtking  upon  i^ 
and  seeinc  the  blocd  run  down  the  poitri, 
was  leiiM  with  to  much  borrOT  and  grieC 
that  she  threw  it  down.  Ah  I  my  dear 
brother,  cried  the ;  I  have  befen  the  caun 
of  your  death,  and  shall  never  see  yoa 
more !  How  unhappy  am  1 !  Why  did  1 
tell  you  of  the  spealung  bird,  singing  trea, 
and  yellow  water  7  or  rather,  of  what  ir» 
portance  was  it  to  me  to  know  whether  itw 
religious  woman  thought  thtt  house  ugb 
or  handsome,  or  compute  or  not  ?  1  wan 
to  heaven  she  had  never  addressed  henall 
to  me  1  Dereitful  hypocrite !  added  she,  s 
this  the  return  you  have  made  me  for  the 
kind  rcceplmn  1  gave  you  1  Why  diJ  you 
tell  me  oi'a  bird,  a  tree,  mid  awater,  whicll, 
imaginary  as  I  am  oermi  "  '  '  -■  -  -  -  ■-- 
my  dear  brother's  deati 
by_your  enchantment. 
Prince  Pervii  was  as  much  afflicted  at  the 
death^prince  Bahmanattheprincua;biA 
not  to  waste  time  in  needless  regret,  as  he 
knew  by  t)ie  princeM's  sorrow  tliat  At  stUI 
pa»ionatelv  desired  the  rooeainn  of  Ute 
ipeak:ng  bird,  the  singing  tree,  and  the 
roldeii  water,  ho  interrupted  her,  and  said, 
Snter,oiir  regret  for  our  brother  Bahman 
s  vain  anil  uaelcs,  lijr  our  grief  and  lanwn- 
aliofts  cannot  restore  him  to  life;  it  is  the 
rill  oC  Qoil,  and  we  munt  submit  to  it,  and 
adore  thedecreesof  the  Almighty,  withtut 
searching  into  thera.  Why  should  you  now 
doubt  ofthe  troth  oTwhat  the  holy  woman 
loldyouT  do/outhinkiheipoketoroaor 
mat  war*  dm  Id  beinai  ud 
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that  the  invented  them  on  purpon  to  d^ 
ceive  you,  who  tmd  given  her  no  cause  to 
do  io,  but  received  her  with  80  much  £Ood- 
ivsBi  aiid  civUi^  ?  Let  w  rather  believe 
tliat  our  btovher'ft  death  w  owing  to  eome 
itiuit  01'  tiis,  or  some  accident,  which  we 
eaiiikot  conceive.    It  ought  not  therelbre  to 

{H  event  us  from  pursuing  our  ol^ect.    I  ot- 
eied  togothisjourue/.andammtheBame 
niiiid  Btili  i  his  example  hae  no  efiect  upon 
my  resolution ;  ta-nK>rrow  I  will  go  my^elll 
The  urincew  did  all  ihe  could  to  dissuade 

Erince  Perviz,  conjuring  him  not  to  expose 
er  to  the  daueer  ol'  losing  two  brothers  in- 
iteeul  ol'  one ;  out  he  was  resolved,  and  all 
the  remonstrances  she  could  urge  had  no 
eHect  upon  hi.ii.  Belbre  he  went,  that  slie 
might  know  what  succets  he  had,  us  she 
didtliat  ol'  his  brotlier  by  the  knile,  he  iell 
her  a  suing  of  a  hundred  pearls,  telling 
her.  that  il'  they  would  not  run  when  siie 
tola  them  upon  the  string,  but  remain  iix- 
ed,  that  should  be  a  ceituin  sign  he  had 
undergone  tlie  same  late  us  iiis  brother ;  but 
at  the  same  time  told  her,  he  hoped  tliat 
would  never  happen,  but  that  he  should 
have  the  happinedw  to  see  her  again,  to  their 
mutual  satislaction. 

Prince  Perviz,  on  the  twentieth  day  from 
his  setting  out,  met  with  the  same  dervise  in 
» the  same  place  his  brother  ikdiman  had 
done  belbre  him.  He  went  direcUy  up  to 
him,  and  alier  he  had  nduted  *him,  asked 
him  ii'  he  could  tell  him  where  to  Hnd  tlie 
•peaking  bird,  the  singing  ti-ee,  and  the 
golden  water  i  The  dervise  made  the  same 
difficulties  and  remonstrances  he  had  done 
to  prince  Bahman,  telling  him,  that  a 
young  gentleman,  who  very  much  resem- 
bled him,  was  witli  him  u  short  time  belbre : 
that,  overcome  by  hiB  importunity  and 
pressing  instances,  he  showed  him  tlie  way, 
gave  him  a  guide,  and  told  him  how  he 
should  act  to  bucceed ;  but  that  he  had  not 
•een  him  since,  and  doubted  not  but  he  had 
shared  the  same  fate  as  all  belbre  him. 

Qood  dervise,  answered  prince  Perviz,  I 
know  Whom  you  speak  of;  he  was  my  elder 
brother,  and  I  am  inlbrmed  of  the  certain- 
ty of  his  deatli,  but  know  not  what  it  was. 
1  can  tell  you,  replied  the  dervise :  he  was 
changed  into  a  black  stone,  as  all  I  speak 
of  have  been ;  and  you  must  expect  the 
same  change,  unless  you  observe  more  ex- 
actly than  Tie  has  done  the  good  advice  I 
gave  him,  in  case  you  persist  in  your  reso- 
lution, which  I  once  more  entreat  you  to 
renounce. 

Dervige,  said  prince  Perviz,  I  cannot 
enough  express  huw  much  I  am  obliged  to 
you  lor  the  care  you  take  of  my  Ule,  who 
am  a  stranger  to  you,  and  have  done  no- 
thing to  deserve  your  kindness:  but  I  must 
tell  you,  1  have  thoroughly  considered  this 
enterprise  belbre  I  undertook  it,  and  1  can- 
not give  it  up :  therelbre  1  beg  of  you  to  do 
me  the  same  tavour  you  have  done  my 
brother.    Perhaps  I  may  have  better  mc- 


cesB  in  following  the  dnreetioiiB  I  ezpeet 
from  you.  Since  I  cannot  prevail  with  yoa, 
said  the  dervise,  nor  persuade  yoa  to  give 
up  your  obstinate  resuatibii,  if  my  age  did 
not  pievent  me,  and  I  could  stand,  1  wrmJd 
get  up  to  reach  you  a  bowl  1  have  hera^ 
which  will  ahow  joa  the  way. 

Without  giving  the  derviK  time  to  say 
more,  the  prince  alighted  from  his  hone, 
and  went  up  to  the  oerviae,  who  had  takeo 
a  bowl  out  of  his  bag,  in  which  he  had  a 
great  many  others,  imd  nvt  it  him,  with 
the  same  directiona  he  had  given  prince 
Bahman;  and,  albar  warning;  him  not  to  be 
frightened  at  the  voices  he  should  hear, 
wituuut  seeing  anybody,  howeverthreaien- 
ing  they  mignt  be,  but  to  continue  his  way 
up  the  hill  tui  he  saw  the  cage  and  bird,  he 
let  him  ga 

Prince  Perviz  thanked  the  dervise.  and 
when  he  had  remounted  his  horse,  ana  tak- 
en his  leave,  he  threw  tlie  bowl  belbre  his 
liorse,  and  spurring  him  at  the  same  time, 
loUowed  it  When  the  bowl  came  to  the 
boaom  ol*  the  hill,  it  stopped,  and  the  prince 
got  od'  his  horse,  and  stood  some  tmie  to 
recollect  the  derviae's  directk>iiB.  He  en- 
couraged himseltj  and  began  to  walk  op 
with  a  resolutk>n  to  reach  uie  top ;  but  be- 
Ibie  he  had  gone  above  sax  steps,  he  heard 
a  voice,  whidi  seemed  to  Im  very  near  lum, 
as  of  a  man  behind  him,  say,  in  an  insult- 
ing tone.  Stay,  rash  youth,  that  1  may  pun- 
isli  you  tor  ^our  boldiiess. 

Upon  this  adi-ont,  the  prince  ibrgctting 
the  iiervise'd  advice,  clapped  his  liaiidupuo 
his  sword  and  drew  it,  and  turned  about  to 
revenge  himself;  but  had  scarce  time  to  ice 
that  nobody  Ibllowed  him.  belbre  he  and  his 
horse  were  changed  into  black  stones. 

In  the  mean  time  the  princess  Parizade, 
several  times  a  day  atler  her  brother  Perns 
set  out,  strung  over  her  chaplet  which  ite 
received  from  hisliand  tlie  day  he  set  out; 
and  when  she  had  nothing  else  to  do,  she 
told  the  grains  over  her  dngera,  one  alter 
another.  She  did  not  omit  it  at  night,  bat 
when  she  went  to  bed  put  it  about  her 
neck ;  and  in  the  moriung  when  she  awoke 
counted  over  the  pearls  again  to  see  if  thej 
would  slide. 

The  day  that  prince  Perviz  was  changed 
into  a  stone,  she  was  puiiing  over  the  pemrk 
as  she  used  to  do,  when  all  of  a  sudden  she 
could  not  stir  tliem.  and  never  doubted  that 
it  was  a  certain  token  that  the  pnuoe  tier 
brother  was  dead.  As  she  had  determined 
belbre  what  to  do,  in  case  it  should  so  nap- 
pen,  she  lost  no  time  in  outward  show  ol 
grief,  which  she  concealed  as  much  as  pos- 
sible: but  having  disguised  hosell  in 
manvi  apparel,  armed  and  equip|ied,  she 
mounted  her  horse  the  next  nxMiuug.  tisv^ 
ing  told  her  servants  she  should  return  lo 
two  or  three  days,  and  took  tlie  same  lead 
her  brothers  had  done  betbre  her. 

The  princess,  who  had  bttn  used  Id  nde 
on  boraeback  in  hunting,  eopported  the  ft- 
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tifM  of  m  hmg  a  journey  better  than  fAhrr 
iKiliea  could  have'  done ;  and  as  she  m.u'.c 
tiie  laine  daya'  jnurneyii  at  her  bciohiis, 
•he  alao  roet  wiih  the  derviie  on  the  itvin- 
tiethday.  Wheo  she  came  near  him.  Uie 
aliKliteJoff  her  honie,  and  leodi 
thebrMle. 

vtM,  and  alier  die  liad 
niil,  Good  dert-ifie,  give  mo  leave  Ui  re>l 
myself  by  you ;  and  do  nie  the  lavuur  tu 
lell  meilyouhavcnotheanltlialthticart: 
•omewhere  hereabouts  a  E]ieakii]g  lijnl^a 
aingins  tree,  and  golden  water. 

Madani,  answered  the  derviee,  Tor  so  I 
must  call  you.  since  by  your  voic*  I  Itnow 
you  to  be  a  woman  ditgui=eii  in  man's  np- 
parel,  I  thank  you  tur  your  aiinpliiiirni, 
and  receive  the  honour  yuu  do  nie  m-iMi 
great  pic.isure,  I  know  ihe  [ilace  very  i\  .-il 
where  IheMC  ihiiigs  you  «|ieuk  of  art  tu  ttu 
Ibuiid;  but  what  mukea  you  ask  dili  liiii 

Goixl  ilervise,  replied  the  princMB,  I  hnve 
bad  fcuch  ail  advajitugeoua  relation ol  [I rim 
given  me,  that  I  havea  verygiejitdwiien; 
puesfss  tlieni. — Muduni,  rcjilieil  [he  dei  v:^'. 
you  have  been  [old  Ihe  iruUi.  The^e  tlnn^'i! 
are  nioi-e  aingulnr  and  buiprisingllian  [lit-y  I 
have  been  leineteiiled  to  you,  hut  yu  \ 
have  not  been  acquainted  witli  llii^  iMti-  ' 
culties  which  niUbt  t>e  uurmounled  Lii"i<ii.i  | 
to  obtain  ihem.  ll'you  had  been  tulo  ,^, 
Ibriiiedol'them,  you  would  uot  huve  tiiki- 
takcii  BO tniubluuiiie and  ihingeroue  .m  in  | 
terpriBC.  Take  my  advice;  goiioluiiiiii  , 
return,  and  do  not  urge  mc  lo  contriLiuU; 
lowards  your  rum. 

Good  Itittier,  raid  Iho  princeaa,  I  liavc 
come  a  great  way,  and  sliould  be  eurr)  in 
Klurn  home  williout  executing  my  ll■.'-l^-[l. 
You  talk  ol'  ditficullies,  and  danger  ol  in.i 
lile;  W  you  do  uol  tell  nie  what  iliir.-t 
difficultiea  are, and  wherein  the  (Lmuir 
consisu.  Tills  is  what  [  desire  to  kin^iv, 
that  1  may  consider  ol' it,  and  judge  iil]t:[h- 
er  I  can  or  cannot  uusi  my  courage  cuid 
ftreiigth  lo  undertake  il. 

Then  the  derviae  repealed  to  the  pj-incew 
Panzude  wliat  he  liad  mid  to  ttie  Ljui.ie^ 
Bnhman  and  Pervix,  exaggerating'  ilie 
ditKculiies  ol"  climbing  up  to  the  lop  d  ilit' 
mouiiiuin,  where  she  was  to  make  Ijci^eii 
mimcM  of  Ihe  bini,  which  would  iiil.irin 
her  ol'  Ihe  ainginf  tree  and  golden  umiit  ; 
the  noise  and  dm  ol' the  terrible  ttireateniijg 
voices  which  she  would  hear  on  aUfej'Ifs  01 
her,  without  seeing  any  boily  i  and  in  fijon, 
the  gi-eut  ciuaiitity  ol' black  slonw.  j1'>ii^' 
■u die lei it  10  strike  terror inlo  her  and  i  \,-v 
one  else,  He  enueated  her  to  refle<  i.  U,.i\ 
those  slonea  were  eo  many  bmve  -■■nik- 
men,  eo  metamorphoseil,  lor  omiltin);  iiii>l>- 
ierve  the  pruicipal  condition  li)r  suc.i  -.  ui 
that  undertaking,  which  was,  not  ;  ■ 
behind  them  belore  Uiey  had  got  po«- 
ol'  the  cage. 

When  the  (lerviK  had  done, the  f:  :    '  .- 
replied.  By  what  I  coroprehend  l'rM;>  ;lui 
3cS 


dtwour«e,ihe  dilTicuily  ol'iucceeding  in  thfi 
aHiiir  i^,  lin^,  the  getting  up  to  the  cam, 
wiUioul  being  Irighieneil  at  the  terrible  din 
a\'  voicea  I  «lial]  hear:  and  secondly,  not  to 
look  behind  me :  lor  thii  ktst,  1  liope  1  shall 
he  mi^trcts  eirfiugh  ul'  mviteir  to  (dieerve 
il.  As  lo  the  liiBt,  I  own  that  thoeie  voicesi 
audi  as  yon  rcpre^tit  them  tu  bo,  are  ca 
pable  ol  striking  terror  into  the  niust  un- 
daunted ;  but  a?  in  all  enter])riBea  and 
ilttiigeiB  every  one  may  use  contrivance,  I 
dedire  to  know  ol'  you  d'  I  may  make  use  <A 
it  in  one  oI'fo  great  importance  to  me? 
And  whut  is  iliai  you  would  make  use  of, 
said  tlio  dervise.  To  sto^  my  eare  with 
I'Ollon,  misweied  the  princess,  that  the 
voices,  however  loud  and  terrible  they  maj 
lie,  may  niiike  Icsi  impreaaon  on  mj"  ini^igi- 
nalion,  and  my  mind  may  remain  tree  Irom 
tlint  disturbance  which  might  make  me 
lose  Ihe  use  ol'  my  reason. 

.Maduni,'  replied  Ihe  dervise,  of  all  the 
perwiiis  who  have  addi  essed  thetnseives  to 
i|ie,  lo  ask  Itie  way,  1  do  not  know  ihal 
ever  any  one  made  u^  ol*  the  contrivance 
you  proiWBC.  All  I  know  is,  Ihey  all  perish- 
oil.  llyuu  persist  in  your  design  vou  may 
ituike  tlie  ex|)eriment.  You  will  be  Ibrtu- 
nuie  ilit  mucceds;  but  I  would  advise  yon 
exiOHU  youraell'  to  the  danger. 


sign.  1  am  sure  tny  cmitrirance  wdl  suc- 
ceed, and  uni  resolveil  lulry  the  experiment. 
NoIJnng  reuiaiiiB  lor  mc  but  lo  know  whictk 
way  1  must  go,  n  I'avour  1  conjure  you  not 
tu  refuse  me.  The  dervise  exhorted  her 
again,  lor  the  last  time,  to  consider  well 
wJial  she  was  going  to  do ;  but  finding  her 
resolute,  he  look  out  a  bowl,  and  presenting 
it  to  her,  said.  Take  this  bowl ;  mount  youf 
horW!  again,  and  when  you  have  ihrown 
it  before  you,  tbilow  it  through  all  its  wind- 
ings, till  It  stops  at  the  bottom  of  the  moun- 
tam,  and  there  do  vou  stop,  light  oflyooT 
horxe,  and  ascend  the  mountain.  Go,  you 
know  the  rc^j  bul  be  sure  not  lo  ibrget  to 
avail  yoursell  of  whul  I  have  told  you. 

Alter  llie  princeaa  Parizade  had  thanked 
the  dervise,  and  laken  her  leave  of  hinl 
she  HHiunted  her  liorsc,  threw  the  bowl 
belbre  her,  aiul  Ibltowed  it  till  it  stopped  at 
Ihe  liiot  ut  the  mountain. 

Tlie  princess  alighteil  from  her  hone, 
stopped  lier  eaia  with  cu'.ton ;  and  oiler  she 
,  hud  well  examined  the  way  she  was  to  keep 
to  get  up  to  tlie  tup,  slie  be^an  with  a 
'  mouenile  imcc.  and  walked  up  witli  intre- 
pidity. She  lieardlhcvuicen.and perceived 
tlie  great  service  (he  coitonwaa  to  her. 
The  higher  hhe  went,  the  louder  and  more 
numerous  the  voict»  seemed ;  but  they 
were  nut  capable  of  making  any  lifipn*- 
siuii  on  her.  She  heard  a  great  'many 
aJIroiJting  speeches,  and  radlery  very  disa- 
greeable lo  a  woman,  which  the  only 
hiughed  at.  I  mind  not,  toid  she  to  her«e% 
all  that  can  be  aaid,  wen  it  won* ;  I  onlt 
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knffh  at  them,  and  shall  pursue  my  way. 
At  last  she  got  so  high,  that  she  b<^n  to 
perceive  the  cage  and  bird,  which  endea- 
voured, with  the  voiced,  to  frighten  her,  cry- 
ing in  a  thundering  yoice,  notwithstanding 
the  smallnesB  of  its  size.  Retire,  Ibol,  and 
come  no  higher. 

The  princess,  encouraj^ed  more  by  this 
object,  redoubled  her  haste,  and  soon 
nw  herself  just  at  her  journey's  end ;  she 
got  to  the  top  of  the  mountain,  where  the 

ground  was  level ;  and  running  directly  to 
le  ca^e,  and  clapping  her  hand  u|x>n  it. 
cried,  Bird,  I  have  you,  in  spite  of  you,  and 
you  shall  not  escape  me. 

When  the  princet^  Parizade  was  pulling 
the  cotton  out  oi'  her  ean?,  the  bird  said  to 
her^  Bmve  lady,  be  not  angry  with  me  lor 
joining  with  those  who  exerted  themselves 
to  preserve  my  liberty.  Though  kept  in  a 
cage,  I  was  content  with  my  condition ;  but 
since  I  am  destined  to  be  a  slave,  I  would 
rather  be  yours  than  any  other  person's  in 
the  world,  since  vou  have  obtained  me  so 
courageously  and  so  worthily.  From  thm 
instant  I  swear  inviolable  hdelity  to  you, 
and  an  entire  submission  to  your  commands. 
I  know  who  you  are.  and  will  tell  you.  You 
do  not  know  yourself  who  you  are ;  but  the 
time  will  come  when  1  sliall  do  you  a  piece 
oi'  service,  which  I  hope  you  will  think 
yourself  obliged  to  me  lor.  For  a  proof  of 
my  sincerity,  tell  me  what  you  desire,  and 
I  am  .ready  to  obey  you. 

The  princess's  joy  was  the  more  inex- 
pressible, because  the  conquefrl  die  had 
made  had  cost  her  the  lives  uf  two  l)clovcd 
brothers,  and  ^iven  her  more  trouble  and 
danger  than  she  could  have  imagined  be- 
fore she  tried  it,  notwithstanding  what  the 
dervise  had  represented  to  her.  Bird,  Kiid 
she,  it  Avas  mv  intention  to  have  toKi  you 
that  I  wish  for  many  tilings  which  arc  oi' 
the  last  importance  to  me ;  and  am  over- 
joyed that  you  have  shown  your  gootl  will, 
and  prevented  ine.  I  have  been  told  thut 
there  is  not  far  off  a  golden  water,  the  pro- 
perty of  which  is  very  wondcriul ;  belbre 
all  things,  I  ask  vou  to  tell  mc  where  it  is. 
The  bird  showe(l  her  tlie  ulacc,  which  w«is 
just  by,  and  slie  went  and  filled  a  little  sil- 
ver flagon  which  she  had  brought  aion^ 
with  her.  She  returned  to  the  bird,  and 
■aid,  Bird,  this  is  not  enough ;  1  want  also 
the  singing  tree :  tell  nie  where  it  is.  Turn 
about,  siiid  the  bird,  and  you  will  sec  lye- 
hind  you  a  wood,  where  you  will  find  this 
tree.  The  |)rinces3  went  into  the  woo.i,  and 
by  the  harmonious  concert  she  heard,  soon 
knew  the  tree  among  maru'  others,  but  it 
was  verv  large  and  high.  She  came  buck 
to  the  bird,  and  Kiid  to  it.  Bird,  I  have 
(bund  the  singing  tree,  but  I  can  neither 

Eull  it  up  by  tlie  roots  nor  Ciirry  it.  The 
ird  replied.  It  is  not  necessary  tliat  you 
should  take  it  up  In'  the  roots;  it  is  enough 
that  you  break  off  a  branch,  and  carry  it 
10  plant  in  your  garden :  it  will  take  root 


as  soon  as  it  is  put  into  the  eartli,  and  in  a 
little  time  will  grow  to  as  fine  a  tree  as  thii 
you  see. 

When  the  princess  Parizade  had  in  her 
hand  the  three  things  which  the  rtiigioui 
woman  had  toM  her  of,  and  for  which  she 
had  conceived  so  great  a  desire,  ibe  «id 
again  to  the  bird.  Bird,  all  vou  have  done 
lor  me  yet  is  not  enough.  You  have  been 
the  cause  of  the  death  of  my  two  brothefii 
who  must  be  among  the  black  stones  which 
1  saw  as  I  came  up  the  hilL  I  wish  to  take 
them  home  with  me. 

The  bird  seemed  reluctant  to  satisfy  the 
princess  in  this  point,  and,  indeed,  made 
some  difficulty  to  do  it  Bird,  said  the 
princess,  remember  you  told  me  that  yoa 
were  my  slave.  You  are  so ;  and  your  lile 
is  at  my  disposal.  I  cannot  controvert  tiiat 
truth,  answered  the  bird;  but,  although 
what  you  now  ask  of  me  is  more  difficult 
than  all  the  rest,  yet  I  will  do  it  (or  you.^ 
Cast  your  eyes  around,  added  he.  and  kiok 
if  you  can  see  a  little  pitcher.  I  see  it  al- 
ready, said  the  princess.  Take  it^thea 
said  he,  and  as  you  go  down  the  hill,  wpiu 
a  little  oi'  the  water  that  is  in  it  upon  every 
black  stone,  and  that  will  be  the  way  to 
fin(i>'our  brothers  again. 

The  princess  Parizade  tock  up  the 
pitcher,  and  carried  with  her  the  cage  and 
bird,  the  flagon  of  f^olden  water,  and  the 
branch  of  the  singing  tree;  and  as  she 
went  down  the  hill,  spilt  a  little  of  the 
water  on  every  black  stone,  which  was 
changed  immediately  into  a  man ;  and  ai 
she  did  not  mihs  one  stone,  all  the  horses, 
botli  of  the  nrinces  her  brothers,  and  of  the 
other  gentlemen,  resumed  tlieir  former 
sliape.  She  presently  knew  prince  Bahman 
and  prince  Per\'iz,  as  tliey  did  her,  and  ran 
to  embrace  her.  She  returned  their  em- 
braces, and  expressed  her  amazeroenL 
What  do  you  here,  mv  dear  broiiieri  ?  oki 
she.  They  told  her  they  had  been  asleep. 
Yes,  renlied  she,  and  if  it  had  not  been  for 
me,  |)eriiai>6  you  mi^ht  have  slept  till  the 
day  of  judgment.  Do  not  vou  remember 
that  you  came  here  to  ictcn  the  speakinr 
bird,  the  singing  tree,  and  tlie  yellow  wateri 
and  did  not  you  see,  as  you  came  along, 
tlie  place  covered  with  black  stones  7  Look 
and  see  ii'  there  be  any  now.  The  gentle- 
men you  see  here,  and  their  horses  which 
surround  us,  and  you  >X)urpel  ves,  were  Uicae 
black  stones.  Ii  you  desire  to  know  how 
this  wonder  wj\s  jwrfornied,  continued  she, 
showing  the  pitcher,  which  she  set  iloira 
at  the  loot  oi*  the  mountain,  having  no  fur- 
ther use  lor  it,  it  was  done  by  virtue  of  the 
water  which  Wiis  in  this  pitcher,  with 
which  1  sprinkled  every  stone.  After  I 
had  made  this  si^aking  binl  (which  ^'ou 
Kce  in  this  cage)  my  slave,  by  his  directxira 
1  found  out  the  singing  tree,  a  branch  ci 
which  I  have  now  in  my  hand,  and  the 
yellow  water^  which  this  flagon  is  fiUed 
with;  but  being  still  unwillini;  to  retnni 
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bim,  to  afford ...  ._ 

where  lo  Gad  Ihis  pitcher,  and  ihc 
WBi>  10  make  of  it. 

Priitc«  Bahniat)  and  prinre  PervJz  knew 
by  thia  discourse  the  obligution  ihfv  hftil  lo 
Iho  pfince*  Ihnir  sister,  as  diJ  all  the  other 
gentlemen,  who  were  rollected  round,  r 
neurd  ail  liiai  was  said ;  and  e:<preFsei 
the  princedu,  that,  lUr  Iram  envying 

happineninlheconquertehehiui  made,! 

which  thpy  ali  aspired  10,  tliey  tliougtit  that 
they  couM  not  any  otherwise  acknowled^t 
the  Ikvonr  she  had  done  them,  or  bettei 
enpress  their  gratitude  10  her  Ibr  restoring 
them  to  lile  again,  than  by  declaring  iheni- 
•elves  all  her  slaves,  and  that  they  were 
ready  to  obey  her  in  whatever  etie  should 

Gentlemen,  replied  the  princess,  if  you 
had  given  any  attention  to  rny  discours' 
you  might  have  (dwerved,  that  I  had  1 
other  intention  in  what  I  have  done  thaa 
find  out  my  broibera  af  ain ;  therelbre,  . 
70U  have  received  any  benefit,  you  have 
no  ohiigalion  lo  me  Ibr  It,  uihI  I  have  no 
further  share    in   your  comptimeni  than 


your  polilenen  towards  me,  and  t  ruluni 
you  my  Ihaiikn,  as  1  ought.  In  other  re- 
tpects,  I  look  upon  each  cS'you  individually 
a*  persons  free,  as  you  were  belbre  your 
loisibrluncs :  ami  I  rejoice  with  you  Ibr  the 
bappinoe  which  has  accrued  to  you  by  my 
means.  Let  ai.  however,  stay  no  longer 
in  a  place  where  we  have  noUiii>^  lo  de- 
tain us,  bul  mount  our  horses,  ana  return 
10  our  resjieclive  homrsi. 

TtM  nrnicess  Parizade  showed  them  the 
way.  She  wpnl  and  took  her  horse,  which 
Mood  in  the  same  place  where  slie  letl  liini. 
Bdbre  the  mouuted,  prince  Bahman,  who 
would  help  her,  desired  her  lo  ^ivc  him  the 
rage  to  carry.  Brother,  replied  the  prin- 
eem,  the  bird  is  my  slave,  and  I  will  carry 
him  mneH'i  if  vou  will  take  the  pajni  Co 
ourr  the  bnuxh  ol'  Um  stncinff  tree,  there 


s  I, ret, on 

horse,  and  prince  Bahmi — 

the  case,  she  curned  about,  and  said  h) 
prince  Perviz,  1  leave  the  flaeon  of  golden 
water  lo  your  care,  if  it  will  not  he  too 
tiiuci)  trouble  Irir  you  lo  carrv.  Princa 
Perviz  took  charse  ol'  it  with  pleasure. 

When  prince  Ualiman  and  prince  Pep- 
viz,  and  all  (he  gentlemen,  had  mounted 
their  horses,  the  princess  Parizade  waited 
Ibr  some  of  theni  to  lead  the  way.  The 
tivo  princes  paid  that  compliment  to  the 
gentlemen,  and  they  again  to  ibe  princa^ 
who,  liiidinE  that  none  of  them  would  ac- 
cept ol'  the  honour,  but  that  it  was  reserved 
Ibr  her,  addretee>l  herself  to  them,  and  said. 
Gentlemen,  I  expect  that  some  of  yoa 
should  lead  ihe  way ;  to  which  one  who 
was  nearest  to  her.  in  the  name  of  the  rest, 
replied.  Madam,  were  we  ignorant  of  tha 
reiipect  due  10  your  sex,  yet,  alter  what  you 
have  done  Ibr  us,  there  is  no  i«siiecl  wo 
would  not  willingly  pay  )-ou,  notwithstand- 
ing your  modesty  ;  we  entreat  you  no  long- 
er to  deprive  us  ol'  tlie  bappincM  of  fol- 
lowing you. 

Gentlemen,  said  the  princes,  I  do  not 
deserve  the  lionour  you  do  me,  and  accept 
it  only  because  >'du  desire  it.  At  the  mme 
time,  she  led  tlie  w.-ty.  and  ihe  two  prineei 
and  gentlemen  followed  her  without  ttaa 
leael  dii'tinction. 

This  illuslrfouscompany  colled  upon  Ihe 
dervise,  Oi  cliey  paitscd  by,  to  thank  him 
Ibr  his  good  reception  and  wholenme  ad- 
vice, which  they  all  found  to  be  sincere. 
But  he  was  deai) ;  whether  of  old  age,  or 
because  he  was  no  longer  necearary  loshow 
the  way  to  ihe  oblainmg  the  three  raritiei 
which  the  priiicesE  Parizade  was  poaesed 
of,  did  not  appear.  They  punued  their 
way,  hut  lessened  in  their  numberm  every 
da.y.  Thegenlleinen,who,aswenidbef<ira, 
from  different  countriea,  alter 


Ill 
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tnem  ono  after  another  as  they  approached 
the  road  by  which  they  had  come.  The 
princcis  and  the  two  princes  made  the  beet 
of  their  way  home. 

As  soon  as  the  princess  came  home,  she 
placed  the  ca^e  in  the  garden,  just  by  the 
nail :  and  the  oird  no  sooner  be|^  to  sin^, 
but  he  was  surrounded  by  nightingales, 
chaffinches,  larks,  linnets,  goldfinches,  and 
a  great  many  bir as  of  the  country.  As  for 
the  branch  of  the  singing  tree,  it  was  no 
sooner  set  in  the  midst  of  the  parterre,  a 
little  distance  from  the  hou!<e,  but  it  took 
root,  and  in  a  sliort  time  became  a  large 
tree ;  the  leaves  of*  which  soon  gave  as 
harmonious  a  concert  as  those  of  the  tree 
from  which  it  was  gathered.  As  to  the 
flagon  of  the  yellow  golden  water,  a  large 
bai;ni  of  beautiful  marble  was  maue  in  the 
mi(lst  of  the  parterre ;  and  wfien  it  was 
finished,  the  princess  poured  into  it  all  the 
yellow  water  that  was  in  the  flagon,  which 
increased  and  swelled  so  much,  uiat  it  soon 
reached  up  to  the  edf  es  of  the  basin,  and 
afterwards  formed  in  tlie  middle  a  fountain 
twenty  feet  high,  which  tell  again  into  the 
basin  perpetually,  witliout  running  over. 

Tlie  report  of  these  wonders  was  pre- 
sently spread  abroad  in  that  neighbour- 
hood ;  and  as  the  doors  of  the  house  and 
those  of  the  gardens  were»hut  to  noboJy,  a 
great  numberofneople  came  to  admire  them. 

Some  days  after,  when  the  princes  Bah- 
man  and  Perviz  had  recovered  from  the 
fatigue  of  their  journeys,  tliey  resumed 
their  former  way  of  livmg ;  and  as  their 
usual  diversion  was  hunting,  they  mounted 
their  horses,  and  went  for  the  first  time 
since  their  return,  not  in  their  own  park, 
but  two  or  three  leagues  from  their  house. 
As  they  pursued  tlieir  sport,  the  sultan  of 
Persia  came  up  liunting  on  the  same  six)t 
of  ground  that  they  had  made  cfioice  of. 
When  they  perceived  by  the  number  of 
horsemen  in  different  places  that  he  would 
soon  be  up,  they  resolved  to  leave  off  their 
chas<e,  and  retire  to  avoid  meeting  him ;  but 
in  the  very  road  they  took,  they  chanced 
to  meet  him  in  so  narrow  a  way,  that  they 
could  not  turn  awa/  nor  retreat  without 
being  seen.  In  their  surprise,  they  had 
only  time  to  aligtit,  and  prostrate  them- 
selves before  the  sultan,  without  litling  up 
their  heiids  to  look  at  him.  The  sultan, 
who  saw  they  were  as  well  mounted  ana 
dressed  as  if  they  had  belonged  to  his 
court,  had  the  curiosity  to  see  their  faces. 
He  stoi:)ped,  and  commanded  them  to  rise. 
The  princes  rose  up,  and  stood  before  the 
sultan  with  an  easy  and  graceful  air,  ac- 
companied with  respectful  motlest  coun- 
tenances. The  sultan  took  sonic  time  to 
view  them  from  head  to  foot,  before  he 
spoke ;  and  after  he  had  admired  their  good 
air  and  mien,  he  asked  them  who  they 
were,  and  where  thev  lived. 

Sir,  said  prince  Bahman.  we  are  the  sons 
if  your  mcgesty's  #ite  intendant  of  your 


gardens  |  and  we  live  in  a  house  which  he 
built,  a  little  before  he  died,  fbr  us  to  Uve 
in,  till  we  should  l)e  fit  to  serve  jour  ma- 
jesty, and  ask  of  you  some  employmeot 
when  opportunity  ofiered. 

By  wnat  I  perceive  from  jroo,  replied  the 
sultan,  you  love  hunting.  Sir,  answered 
prince  Bahman,  it  is  our  common  exercise, 
and  what  none  of  your  majesty's  subject^ 
who  intend  to  bear  arms  in  your  armies, 
ought,  according  to  the  ancient  custom  oi 
the  kino^dom,  to  neglect.  The  sultan, 
charmed  with  so  prudent  an  answer,  laid. 
Since  it  is  so,  I  should  be  fi^lad  to  see  yoa 
hunt  game ;  make  choice  oTwhat  you  like. 

The  princes  mounted  their  horees  again, 
and  fbllowe.d  the  sultan ;  but  had  not  gime 
far  before  they  met  a  great  many  wild 
beasts  together.  Prince  Bahman  cho%  a 
lion,  and  prince  Perviz  a  bear:  and  pureu- 
ed  them  w.th  so  much  intrepiility,  that  the 
sultan  was  surprised.  They  came  up  with 
their  game  nearly  at  the  same  tinie.  and 
darted  their  javelins  with  so  much  skill  and 
address,  tliat  they  pierced,  the  one  the  lion, 
and  the  other  the  bear,  through  and 
through,  so  that  the  sultan,  with  nis  own 
eves,  saw  them  fall  a  little  time  one  ailer 
the  otfier.  Immediately  afterwards  prince 
Bahman  pureued  another  bear,  and  prince 
Perviz  another  lk)n,  and  kille<l  them  in  a 
short  time,  and  would  have  hfxn  out  for 
fi-esh  game,  but  the  sultan  would  not  let 
them,l>ut  sent  to  them  to  come  to  him. 
When  they  came  near  him,  he  said,  If  I 
would  have  given  you  leave,  you  would 
soon  have  destroyed  all  my  game :  hut  it  ii 
not  that  which  I  would  preserve,  but  rour 
persons ;  for  I  am  so  very  well  assured  >'>ur 
bravery  mciy  one  time  or  other  be  service- 
able to  me,  that  from  this  moment  your 
lives  will  be  always  dear  to  me. 

The  sultan  Khosrouschah,  in  short,  con- 
ceived 80  great  a  kindness  lor  the  two 
princes,  that  he  invited  them  immediately 
to  make  him  a  visit ;  to  which  prince  Bah- 
man replied.  Your  majesty  does  us  aij 
honour  we  do  not  deserve ;  and  we  beg  yoa 
will  excuse  as. 

The  sultan,  who  could  not  comprehend 
what  reason  the  princes  could  have  to  re- 
fuse this  token  of  his  favour,  asked  and 
pre»c:l  them  to  tell  him  why  they  excused 
themselves.  Sir,  said  prince  Bahman.  we 
have  a  sister  younger  than  us,  with  whom 
we  live  in  so  pcrtert  a  unk>n,  that  we  under- 
take and  do  nothing  before  we  consult  her, 
nor  she  any  thin^  without  asking  our  ad- 
vice. I  commend  your  brotherly  affection, 
answered  the  sultan.  Consult  your  sisUrr. 
meet  me  here  to-morrow  hunting,  and  give 
me  an  answer. 

The  princes  went  home ;  but  not  only 
forgot  to  speiik  of  their  adventure  in  meet- 
ing the  sultan,  and  hunting  with  him,  txit 
to  tell  the  princess  the  honour  he  had  dons 
them,  by  »king  them  to  go  home  with 
him ;  yet  did  not  the  next  mommi^  fiu.*  to 
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meet  him  at  the  place  appointed.  Well, 
eaid  the  eultan.  have  you  spoken  to  your 
■liter?  And  has  she  consented  to  the 
pleasure  I  expect  of  seeing  you?  The 
princes  looked  at  each  other  and  blushed. 
Sir,  said  prince  Baliman,  we  beg  your  mu- 

^'esty  to  excuse  us ;  for  both  my  brother  and 
I  forgot  Then  remember  to-day,  replied 
llie  sultan,  and  be  sure  to  bring  me  an  an- 
swer to-morrow. 

The  princes  were  ffuilty  of  die  same  fault 
a  second  time,  and  the  sultan  was  so  good- 
natured  as  to  torsive  their  negligence ;  but 
to  prevent  their  torgetfulness  the  third  time, 
he  oulied  three  little  golden  balln  out  of  a 
puiW.  and  put  them  into  prince  Baliman^s 
bosoni.    These  balls,  said  he,  smiling,  will 

rrevent  your  lorgetting  a  third  time  what 
wish  you  to  do  tor  ni  v  sake ;  since  the 
noise  they  will  make  by  falling  on  the  floor, 
when  you  undress  yourself,  will  remind 
you,  if  you  do  not  recollect  it  before.  The 
event  happened  just  al  the  sultan  foresaw ; 
and  without  these  balls  the  princes  had  not 
thought  of  speakiiijg  to  their  sister  of  this 
affair.  For  as  prince  Bahman  unloosed 
his  girdle  to  go  to  bed,  the  balls  dropped  on 
the  floor,  and  thereupon  he  ran  into  prince 
Perviz's chamber,  and  both  went  to  princess 
Parizade*s  apartment  before  she  was  got 
into  bed,  and  atlerthey  had  asked  her  par- 
don tor  coming  at  so  unseasonable  a  time, 
they  told  her  all  the  circumstances  of  their 
meeting  the  sultan. 

The  princess  Parizade  was  somewhat 
mirprisi^d  at  this  news.  Your  meeting  with 
the  sultun,  said  she,  is  very  happy  and 
honourable,  and  may  in  the  end  be  very 
advantageous  to  you,  out  it  is  very  disagree- 
able and  distressing  to  me.  It  was  on  my 
account,  I  know,  you  refused  the  sultan, 
and  I  am  infhiitely  oMiged  to  you  for  it.  I 
know  by  this  vour  friendsliip  is  perfectly 
consistent  with  mine,  since  you  would 
rather  be  guilty  of  incivility  towards  the 
Bill  tan,  than  break  the  brotherly  unk)n  we 
have  sworn  to  each  other.  \ou  judged 
right,  that  if  you  had  once  gone,  you  would 
insensibly  have  been  engaged  to  leave  me, 
to  devote  yourselves  to  him.  But  do  you 
tliink  it  an  easy  matter  absolutely  to  refuse 
the  sultan  what  he  seems  so  earnestly  to 
desire?  Sultans  will  be  obeyed  in  their 
desires,  and  it  may  be  dangerous  to  op))06e 
them ;  therefore,  if  to  iblk)w  my  inclination, 
I  should  dissumle  you  from  showing  the 
complaisance  he  exiiects  i'rom  you,  it  may 
expose  you  to  his  resentment,  and  may 
render  myself  and  you  miserable.  These 
are  my  sentiments :  but  before  we  conclude 
on  any  thing,  let  us  consult  the  speaking 
bird,  and  hear  what  he  sav's ;  he  »  pene- 
trating, and  has  promised  hk  assistance  in 
all  dimculties. 

The  princess  Parizade  sent  for  the  cage, 
and  after  she  had  related  the  fact  to  the 
bird  in  the  presence  of  her  brotheni,  she 
Mriced  him  wiuit  they  ■houM  do  in  this  per- 


plexity. The  bird  answered,  The  princes 
your  brothers  must  conform  to  the  sultan's 
pleasure,  and  in  their  turn  invite  him  to 
come  ami  see  your  house. 

But,  bird,  replied  the  princess,  my  bro- 
dicrs  and  I  love  one  another,  and  our  trien<^ 
ship  is  unimralleled :  will  not  this  step  be 
injurious  to  ttiat  friendship?  Not  at  all, 
replied  the  bird ;  it  will  become  stronger 
tliei*eby.  Then,  answered  the  princess,  the 
sultan  will  see  me.  The  bircf  told  her  it 
was  necessary  he  should  see  her,  and  that 
every  thing  would  go  better  atlerwards. 

Next  morning  the  princes  met  the  sultan 
hunting,  who,  at  as  sreai  a  distance  as  he 
cx)uld  make  himself  be  heard,  asked  them, 
if  they  had  remembered  to  speak  to  their 
sii^r.  Prince  Bahman  drew  near,  and 
answered.  Sir,  your  majesty  may  dispose  of 
us  as  you  please ;  we  are  ready  to  obey  you ; 
for  we  have  not  only  obtained  our  sister^s 
consent  with  great  ease,  but  she  took  it 
amiss  that  we  should  pay  her  that  defer- 
ence in  a  matter  wherein  our  duty  to  your 
majesty  was  concerned.  But  she  is  so  de- 
serving of  it.  that  if  we  have  offended,  we 
hope  you  will  pardon  us.  Do  not  be  uneasy 
upon  that  account,  replied  the  sultan ;  so 
far  from  taking  amiss  what  you  have  done, 
1  approve  of  it,  and  hope  you  will  have  the 
same  deference  and  attachment  to  my  per- 
son, if  1  have  ever  so  little  share  in  your 
friendship.  The  princes,  confounded  at  the 
sultan's  goodness,  returned  no  other  answer 
but  by  a  low  bow,  to  show  the  great  res- 
pect with  which  they  received  it 

The  sultan,  contrary  to  his  usual  custom, 
did  not  hunt  long  that  day.  Presuming 
that  the  princes  possessed  wit  equitl  to  their 
courage  and  bravery,  he  longed  with  impa- 
tience to  diticourse  with  tlicm  more  at  liber- 
t>r.  He  made  them  ride  on  each  side  of 
him,  an  honour  which,  without  speakin^^ol 
the  principal  courtiers  who  acc^mpamed 
him,  was  envied  by  the  grand  vizier,  who 
was  very  much  mortifieato  see  them  pre- 
ferred before  him. 

When  the  sultan  entered  his  capital,  the 
eyes  of  the  people,  who  stood  in  crowds  in 
the  streets,  were  fixed  only  upon  the  two 
princes  Bahman  and  Perviz;  and  tliey 
were  earnest  to  know  who  they  might  be, 
whether  foreigners  or  natives. 

All,  however,  agreed  in  wishing  that  the 
sultan  had  been  blessed  with  two  such 
handsome  lovely  princes, and  said,  he  might 
have  had  children  as  old,  if  the  sultanesi, 
who  had  suffered  the  punishment  of  her 
misfbrtune,  had  been  more  fortunate  in  her 
lyings-in. 

T^e  first  thing  that  the  sultan  did  when 
he  arrived  at  the  palace,  was  to  carry  the 
princes  into  the  principal  apartments;  who 
praised,  without  affectation,  like  persom 
conversant  in  such  matters,  the  beauty  and 
symmetry  of  the  rooms,  and  the  richne«  of 
the  furniture  and  omameats.  Afierwardt 
a  magnificent  repast  was  served  up,  and 
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the  sultan  made  them  sit  at  the  same  table 
with  himjwhich  they  at  first  refused  ;  hut 
finding  th&t  it  was  his  pleasure  they  obeyed. 
The  sultan,  who  had  himsclfa  great  deal 
of  wit,  and  had  made  a  considerable  pro- 

fress  in  the  sciences,  and  particularly  in 
istory,  foresaw  that  the  princes,  out  of 
modesty  and  respect,  would  not  take  the 
liberty  of  beginning  any  conversation. 
Therefore,  to  give  them  an  opportunity,  he 
began,  and  furnished  them  with  subjects  all 
dinner-time.  But  whatever  he  turned  the 
discourse  on,  they  showed  so  much  wit, 
judgment,  and  discernment,  that  he  was 
struck  with  admiration.  Were  these  my 
own  children  said  he  to  himself,  and  I  hacl 
improved  their  talents  by  suitable  educa- 
tion, they  could  not  have  heeii  more  ingeni- 
ous or  better  inlbrmed.  In  shoii,  he  took  so 
great  pleasure  in  their  conversation,  that 
after  having  sat  at  table  longer  than  usual, 
be  went  into  his  closet,  where  he  discoursed 
a  long  time  with  them,  and  at  last  said  to 
them,  I  never  believed  that  there  were, 
among  my  subjects  in  the  country,  young 
gentlemen  so  well  brought  up,  so  lively,  so 
capable ;  and  I  never  was  better  pleased  in 
my  lite  with  any  conversation  than  yours : 
but  it  is  time  now  we  should  regale  our 
minds  with  some  diversions  of  my  court ; 
and  as  nothing  is  more  capable  of  enliven- 
ing the  mind  tnan  music,  you  shall  hear  a 
vocal  and  instrumental  concert,  which  may 
not  be  di6«igreeablc  to  you. 

The  sultan  no  sooner  sjwke  (or  them,  but 
the  inusii/ians,  who  had  orders  to  attend, 
entered,  ami  answeretl  fully  the  ex^iecta- 
tions  the  princes  had  entertained  ot  their 
abilities.  Ailer  the  concerts,  an  excellent 
farce  was  acted,  and  the  entertainment  was 
concluded  by  dancere  of  both  sexes. 

The  two  princes,  seeing  niglit  drawing  on 
apace,  prot;truted  themselves  at  the  saltan's 
feet ;  t  nd  having  first  thanked  him  lor  the 
favouni  and  honours  he  had  heaped  on 
them,  nskcd  his  leave  to  retire  ;  which  Wiis 
^rante>l  them  by  the  sultan,  who,  dismiss- 
mg  them,  said,  I  give  you  leave  to  go ;  but 
remember  1  brought  you  to  the  palace  my- 
self only  to  show  you  the  way  ;  you  will  be 
always  welcome,  and  the  ofiener  you  come, 
you  will  do  me  the  greater  pleasure. 

Before  they  went  out  of  the  sultan's  pre- 
sence, prince  Bahumn  said.  Sir,  may  we 
§  resume  to  request  that  vour  majesty  will 
o  us  and  our  sister  the  favour  to  pass  bv 
our  house,  and  rest  and  refresh  yourself 
after /our  iatig[ue,  the  first  time  you  take 
Uie  diversion  of  hunting  in  that  neighbour- 
hood ?  It  is  not  worthy  your  presence ;  but 
monarchs  sometimes  have  vouchsafed  to 
take  slieltcr  in  a  cottage.  Gentlemen,  re- 
plied the  sultan,  your  house  cannot  be 
otherwii^e  than  beautiful,  and  worthy  of 
you.  I  will  call  and  see  it  with  pleasure, 
whicn  will  be  the  greater,  to  have  lor  my 
hoiti  you  and  your  sister,  who  is  already 
dear  to  me  beibre  I  have  teen  her,  from  the 


account  you  give  me  of  the  ran  qoaikiei 
with  which  she  is  endowed :  and  tbkatii- 
faction  I  will  defer  no  longer  than  U>-mQp> 
row  morning.  I  will  be  early  thcKre  tt> 
morrow  momiii^,  at  the  tame  place  vrbeft 
I  shall  never  forget  that  I  firat  taw  yoa 
Meet  me,  and  you  shall  be  my  guides 

When  the  princes  Bahman  and  Penriz 
went  home,  they  gave  the  princesi  Pari- 
zade  an  account  of  the  hofMnirable  recep- 
tion the  sultan  had  given  them ;  and  wiihal 
told  her  that  they  nad  inviteii  him  lo  do 
them  the  honour,  as  he  passed  by,  toeaJl  at 
their  house ;  and  that  be  had  appointed  the 
next  dav. 

If  it  be  80,  replied  the  princen,  we  moil 
think  presently  of  prepanng  a  repast  fit  Ibr 
his  majesty ;  and  for  that  end,  1  think  it 
would  he  proper  we^  should  ooonlt  the 
speaking  bird;  he  will  tell  us,  perhaoi^ 
what  meats  the  Riltan  likes  bek.  Ijw 
princes  approved  of  her  thought,  and  afier 
they  retired,  she  consulted  the  bird  akoe. 
Bird,  said  she,  the  sultan  will  do  ui  the 
honour  to-morrow  to  come  and  wee  our 
house,  and  we  are  to  entertain  him ;  tell  oi 
what  we  shall  do  to  acquit  ounelves  lo  hii 
satisiaction. 

Good  mistress,  replied  the  bird,  rou  have 
excellent  cooks,  let  them  do  the  best  they 
can ;  but  above  all  things  let  them  prepare 
a  dish  of  cucumbers,  stuned  full  of  pearH 
which  must  be  set  before  tiie  sultan  in  Cht 
first  course  before  all  other  meats. 

Cucumbers  stufllnl  full  ol*  |)earki !  cried 
princess  Parizade,  with  amazement;  sure- 
ly, bird,  you  do  npt  know  what  you  say  ;  it 
is  an  unheard-of*  dish.  The  sultan  may 
admire  it  as  a  piece  of  magnificence,  but 
lie  will  sit  down  to  tiible  to  eat,  and  not  to 
admire  pearls;  besides,  the  pearls  I  am 
worth  are  not  enough  for  such  a  dish. 

Mistress,  said  the  oird,  do  what  I  ciy,  ana 
be  not  uneasy  at  what  ^all  happen.  No- 
thing but  good  will  follow.  As  to  Uie  pearii^ 
go  early  to-morrow  morning  to  the  loot  ol 
tlie  first  tree  on  vour  right  hand,  in  the 
park,  and  dig  under  it,  and  you  will  find 
more  than  vou  want. 

I'hat  night  the  princess  ordered  a  garden- 
er to  be  leadv  to  wait  on  her,  and  the  next 
morning  early  ttx)k  him  with  lier,  and  car> 
ried  him  to  the  tree  the  bird  told  her  of,  and 
bade  him  dig  at  its  foot  When  the  gar- 
dener came  to  a  certain  depth,  he  luund 
some  resistance  to  the  spade,  and  presently 
discovereii  a  gold  box  about  a  font  square, 
which  he  showed  the  princess.  This,  fau 
she,  is  what  I  brought  you  for ;  take  can 
not  to  hurt  it  with  the  spade. 

When  the  gardener  took  up  the  box,  he 
gave  it  into  the  princess's  hands,  who,  as  it 
was  only  fustene<l  with  neat  little  haifa 
soon  opene<l  it,  and  found  it  full  of  pcariid 
a  moderate  size ;  but  enual  and  fit  fcr  the 
use  that  wns  to  be  made  of  them.  Verf 
well  satisfied  with  havmg  found  itm 
sure,  aller  she  had  ahut  Sie  boot 
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put  it  nnHer  her  arm.  and  went  back  to  the 
nouee,  while  tlie  {farnener  threw  the  earth 
into  the  hole  at  tlie  loot  of  Uie  tree  as  be- 
ibre. 

The  princes  Bahman  and  Perviz,  who,  as 
they  were  drejssinp  ihemseivep  in  their  own 
apartmentBi  saw  the  princess  their  sister  in 
the  garden  earUer  than  usual,  as  soon  as 
they  could  get  out,  went  to  lier,  and  met  her 
as  she  was  coming  back,  witii  a  gold  box 
under  her  arm,  which  very  much  surprised 
them.  Sister,  said  Bahman,  you  carried 
nothing  with  you  when  we  saw  you  belbre 
with  trie  ganiener,  and  now  we  see  you 
have  ^t  a  golden  box :  is  this  some  trea- 
sure found  by  the  gardener,  and  did  he 
come  and  tell  you  of  it? 

No,  brother,  answei^d  the  princess,  1  car- 
rie<l  the  gardener  to  i\\e  place  where  this 
cotfcr  was  hid,  and  showed  him  where  to 
dig :  but  you  will  be  more  amazed  when 
3rou  see  what  it  holds. 

The  princess  opened  the  box,  and  when 
the  princes  saw  it  was  full  of  pearls,  which, 
though  small,  were  of  great  value,  th^y 
asked  her  how  she  came  to  the  knowledge 
of  this  treasure.  Brothers,  said  she,  if  no- 
thing more  pressing  calls  you  elsewhere, 
come  with  me.  and  I  will  tell  you.  What 
more  pressing  business,  said  prince  Perviz, 
can  we  have  than  to  bis  informed  of  what 
concerns  us  so  much  ?  We  have  nothing  to 
do  but  meet  you.  The  princess,  as  they 
returned  back  to  the  house,  gave  them  an 
account  of  her  consulting  the  bird,  as  they 
had  agreed  she  should,  and  the  answer  he 
gave  her ;  the  objection  she  raised  to  pre- 
paring a  dish  of  cucumbers  stufled  full  of 
pearls,  and  pointed  out  the  manner  ql'  do- 
ing it,  and  how  he  had  told  her  where  to 
find  this  box.  The  princes  and  princess 
formed  many  conjectures  to  penetrate  into 
what  the  bird  could  mean  by  ordering  them 
to  prepare  such  a  dish ;  and  after  much  con- 
versation, though  they  could  not  by  any 
means  guess  at  nis  reason  (or  so  doing,  they 
nevertheless  agreed  to  follow  his  advice 
exactly. 

As  soon  as  the  princess  got  into  the  house, 
■he  called  for  tlie  head  cook ;  and  atler  she 
had  given  him  directions  about  the  enter- 
tainment for  the  sultan,  she  said  to  him. 
Besides  all  this  you  must  dress  an  extraordi- 
nary dish  for  the  sultan's  own  eating,  which 
nobody  else  must  have  any  thing  to  do  with 
besides  yourself.  This  disli  must  be  of 
cucumbers  stufled  with  these  pearls ;  and  at 
the  same  time  she  opened  the  box,  and 
■bowed  him  the  pearls. 

The  chief  cook,  who  had  never  heard  of 
such  a  dish,  started  back,  and  showed  by 
his  looks  his  thoughts ;  which  the  princess 
penetrating  into,  said.  I  see  you  take  me  to 
be  road  to  order  such  a  dish,  which  you 
never  heard  of,  and  which  one  mav  say 
with  certainty  was  never  made.  I  know 
this  as  well  as  jou ;  but  I  am  not  mad,  and 
give  you  tkeie  orden  with  the  moiEt  perfect 


recoIlectk)n.  You  must  go  and  invent  and 
do  the  best  you  can,  and  bring  me  iKick 
what  pearls  are  left  The  cook  could 
m;ike  no  reply,  bu;  took  the  box  and  went 
away  with  il :  and  afterwards  the  priticrst 
giive  directions  to  ail  the  servants  to  liavie 
every  thing  in  order,  both  in  the  house  and 
ganfens,  to  receive  the  sultan. 

Next  day  the  two  princes  went  to  the 
place  appointed ;  and  as  six)n  as  the  sultan 
of  Persia  came,  the  chase  began,  which 
lasted  till  the  heat  of  the  sun  obliged  him 
to  leave  off.  While  prince  Bahman  stayed 
to  conduct  the  sultan  to  their  house,  prince 
Perviz  rode  before  to  show  the  wav,  and 
when  he  came  in  sight  of  the  liouse, 
Kimrred  his  horse,  to  inform  the  princess 
Parizade  that  the  suttiin  was  coming ;  but 
she  had  been  told  by  some  se  vants  whom 
she  placed  to  give  notice  before,  and  the 
prince  found  her  waiting  ready  to  receive 
him.  * 

When  the  sultan  entered  the  court -yard, 
and  alighted  at  the  portico,  ttie  princess 
Parizade  came  and  threw  nenBelf  at  his 
feet,  and  the  two  princes  informed  him  she 
was  their  sister,  and  besought  liim  to  ac- 
cept of  her  respects. 

The  sultan  stooped  to  help  her  up,  and 
after  he  had  gazed  some  time  on  her  beaut/, 
and,  struck  witli  her  good  person,  noble  air. 
and  a  je  ne  scai  guoi,  which  seemed 
diflerent  from  the  country  where  she  livM, 
he  said,  The  brothers  are  worthy  of  the 
sister,  and  she  worthy  of  them  ;  and  to 
iuiige  of  her  understanding  by  her  person. 
I  am  not  amazed  that  the  brothers  would 
do  nothing  without  their  sister's  consent ; 
but,  added  he,  I  hope  to  be  better  acquaint- 
ed with  you,  madam,  alter  I  have  seen  tlie 
house. 

Sir,  said  the  princess,  it  is  only  a  plain 
country-house,  fit  for  such  people  as  we  are, 
who  live  retired  from  the  great  world.  It 
is  not  to  be  compared  with  houses  in  great 
cities,  much  less  with  magnificent  palaces 
of  sultans.  I  cannot  nerlectly  agree  with 
you  in  opinion,  said  tlie  sultan,  very  obli- 
gingly, for  its  nnst  appeamnce  makes  roe 
suspect  you ;  howevr»r,  I  will  not  p;»s8  my 
judgment  u{)on  it  till  1  have  seen  it  all ; 
therefore  be  pleased  to  conduct  me  tiirough 
the  apartments. 

The  princess  lai  the  sultan  through  all 
the  moms  but  the  hall ;  and,  after  he  had 
considered  them  all  veTV  attentively,  and 
admired  their  variety,  My  fair  one,  said  he 
to  the  princess  Parizade,  do  yuu  call  this  a 
country-hou.se  ?  The  finest  and  largest 
cities  would  soon  be  deserted,  if  all  country- 
houses  were  like  yours.  I  am  no  longer 
surprised  that  you  take  so  much  dehglit  in 
it,  and  despise  the  town.  Now  let  me  see 
the  garden,  which  I  doubt  not  is  answera- 
ble to  the  house. 

The  princess  opened  a  door  which  led 
into  the  c^arden ;  and  the  first  object  that 
preMotea  it^lf  to  the  sultan's  new  was 
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the  golden  fountain.  Surprised  at  so  rare 
a  eight,  he  aitked  from  whence  came  that 
wonderful  water,  which  gave  so  much 
pleasure  to  behold  ^  where  was  its  source  7 
and  bv  what  art  it  was  made  to  play  so 
high,  that  he  thought  nothing  in  the  world 
was  to  be  compared  to  it?  He  said  he 
would  presently  take  a  nearer  view  of  it 

Then  the  princess  led  him  to  the  spot 
where  the  harmonious  tree  was  planted ; 
and  there  the  sultan  heard  a  concert,  which 
was  different  from  all  the  concerts  he  had 
ever  heard  in  his  life :  and  stopping  to  see 
where  the  musicians  were,  he  could  dis- 
cern nobody  far  nor  near ;  but  still  distinctly 
heard  the  music,  which  ravished  his  senses. 
My  fair  one,  said  he,  to  the  princess  Pari- 
zade,  where  are  the  musicians  whom  I 
hear  ?  Are  they  under  ground,  or  invisi- 
ble in  the  air  ?  Such  excellent,  charming 
voices,  will  hazard  nothing  by  bein^  seen ; 
oti  the  contrary,  they  wouKl  pleaee  the 
more. 

Sir,  ansT^^red  the  princess  smiling,  it  is 
not  musicians,  but  the  tree  your  majesty 
sees  lietbre  you,  which  forms  this  concert ; 
and  if  you  will  give  yourself  the  trouble  to 
^  a  little  nearer  to  it.  you  will  not  doubt 
It,  and  the  voices  will  be  the  more  distinct. 

The  sultan  went  nearer,  and  was  so 
charmed  with  the  sweet  harmonv,  that  he 
would  never  have  been  tired  with  hearing 
it.  but  that  his  desire  to  have  a  nearer  view 
or  the  fountain  of  yellow  water  forced  him 
away.  Fair  one,  said  he,  tell  me,  I  pray 
you,  whether  this  wonderful  tree  was  found 
in  your  garden  by  chance,  or  if  it  was  a 
present  made  to  you,  or  have  you  procured 
♦t  from  Fome  foreign  country?  It  must 
certainly  have  come  a  great  way  off]  other- 
wise, curiou^J  as  I  am  after  natural  rarities, 
I  should  have  heard  of  it.  What  name  do 
3ron  call  it  by  ? 

Sir.  replied  the  princew,  this  tree  has  no 
other  name  than  that  of  the  singing  tree, 
and  is  not  a  native  of  this  country.  It  will 
be  too  long  to  tell  vou  by  what  arl ventures 
it  came  here ;  its  history  is  connected  with 
tlie  yellow  water  and  the  s|)eaking  bird, 
which  came  to  me  at  the  saine  time,  ana 
which  your  majesty  mav  see  after  you  have 
taken  a  nearer  view  of  the  golden  water. 
But  if  it  be  acrreeable  to  your  majesty,  afler 
you  have  rested  yourself  and  recovered 
the  fatiffue  of  hunting,  which  must  be  the 

ficater  because  of  the  sun's  intensje  heat, 
will  do  myself  the  honour  of  relating  it 
to  vou. 

My  fair  one,  replied  the  sultan,  my 
fatigue  is  so  well  recompensed  by  the 
wonderful  things  you  have  shown  me,  that 
I  do  not  frel  it  in  the  least.  I  think  only  of 
the  trouble  I  erive  you.  Let  us  finish  by 
seeing  the  yellow  water.  1  am  impiitient 
to  see  and  atimire  the  speaking  bird. 

When  the  sultan  came  to  the  yellow 
water,  his  eyes  were  fixed  soptedtastly  upon 
the  fountain,  that  he  could  not  take  tnem 


off.  At  last,  addresnnRT  hiflHelT  to  ths 
princess,  he  said.  As  you  tell  me,  fair  ant, 
that  this  i^^'ater  nas  no  spring  or  conaniaDft* 
cation  hereabouts,  by  any  meajoi  wha^ 
soever,  I  conclude  that  it  is  lbrei|^tt  well 
as  the  singinff  tree. 

Sir,  repUed  the  princess,  it  ■  as  ynqnui- 
jesty  says ;  and  to  let  you  know  that  this 
water  has  no  communicatioD  with  uj 
spring,  I  must  inform  you,  that  the  basiaa 
one  entire  stone,  so  that  the  water  cannot 
come  in  at  the  sides  or  undemeetb.  Bat 
what  your  maiestv  will  think  most  woodcr* 
ful  is,  that  all  thi?  water  proceeded  bat 
from  one  flagon,  which  I  emptied  into  this 
basin,  which  increased  ofititelt'to  the  quan- 
tity you  see,  by  a  property  peculiar  to  itKlC 
and  formed  this  fountain.  Well,  nid  the 
sultan,  eoing  from  the  fountain,  tfaii  ii 
enough  for  one  time.    I  promise  myself  the 

Cleasure  to  come  and  visit  it  very  otoi; 
ut  now  let  us  go  and  see  the  spwiking 
bird. 

As  he  went  towards  the  hall,  the  suItiB 
perceived  a  prodigious  number  of  singing 
birds  in  the  trees  thereabout,  (filling  the  air 
with  their  songs  and  warblings.)  and  asked 
why  there  were  so  many  there,  and  nooe 
on  the  other  trees  in  the  garden  ?  The 
reason,  sir,  answered  the  princess,  is,  be* 
cause  they  come  from  aU  parts  around  to 
accompany  the  song  of  the  speaking  bird, 
which  your  majestv  may  perceive  in  a  cage 
on  one  of  the  windows  of  the  hall  we  are 
going  into;  and  if  you  attend,  you  will 
perceive  that  his  notes  are  sweeter  than 
those  of  all  the  other  birds,  even  the  night- 
ingale's. 

The  sultan  went  into  the  hall ;  and  as  the 
bird  continued  sinewing,  the  princcfs  raised 
her  voice,  and  said,  Mv  slave,  here  k  the 
sultan ;  pav  your  compfimcnts  to  him.  The 
bird  left  off  singing  thtit  instant,  and  all 
the  other  birds  ceased  alternately,  and 
said,  The  sultan  is  welcome  here:  God 
prosper  him,  and  prolong  his  lite !  As  the 
entertainment  was  served  on  the  sota  near 
the  window  where  the  bird  was,  the  sulran 
replied,  as  he  was  sitting  down  at  the  table, 
Birdj  I  thank  you,  and  I  am  overjoyed  to 
find  \n  you  the  sultan  and  king  of  birds. 

As  soon  as  the  sultan  saw  the  dishoi 
cucumbei-R  set  before  him,  ihinkin?  it  was 
stufi(*(l  in  the  best  manner,  he  reachfii  out 
his  hand  and  took  one;  but  wl^en  he  cut 
it,  he  was  in  an  extreme  sun^n-o  to  find  it 
dressed  with  pearls.  What  novoUy  is  this? 
said  he ;  and  with  what  design  were  theK 
cucumbers  stuffed  thus  with  pearU.  snce 
pearls  are  not  to  be  eaten  ?  Then  he  looked 
at  the  two  princes  and  princess,  lo  aa 
them  the  meaning  of  it:  when  the  bird 
interrupting  him,  said.  Can  your  ma.'esrr 
be  in  so  great  astonishment  at  ciruniberv 
stuffed  with  pearls,  which  vou  see  mA 
vour  own  eyes,  and  yet  could  so  easjiy  be- 
lieve that  the  sultaneas  your  wife  vw  de* 
livered  of  a  dog,  a  cat,  and  a  piece  of  irood 
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MlSeved  it,  replied  the  sultan,  because  thr 
aidwifeo  OMured  me  of  it.  Those  mid- 
wivei^  eir,  replied  the  bird,  were  the  sultiin- 
en's  two  Bisteri,  who,  envious  of  her  liappi- 
Den  in  bein^r  preferred  by  your  maje^y 
belbre  them,  to  aatidfy  their  envy  and  re- 
renge,  have  abused  your  majesty  so  easily. 
If  jrou  iiiterro^te  them,  the^  will  contess 
their  crime.  The  two  brothers  and  the 
■isier  whom  jrou  see  before  you,  are  your 
own  cliitdren,  wiiom  tiiey  exixMed,  and 
who  were  taken  in  by  the  intendant  of  your 
gardens,  who  provided  nuises  lor  them, 
and  took  care  of  their  education. 

This  discourse  of  the  bird's  presently 
cleared  up  the  sultan's  uiiderstan^ling^. 
Bird,  cn«l  he,  I  easily  lielieve  the  truth 
which  you  discover  to  me.  The  inclina- 
tion which  drew  me  to  them,  and  the  ten- 
domes  I  have  always  had  for  them,  told 
roe  but  too  plaini  v  they  are  my  own  blood. 
Come  then,  my  children,  come,  my  daugh- 
ter, let  me  embrace  you,  and  give  you  the 
first  marks  of  a  father^s  love  and  tender- 
nesB.  Then  he  rone  up,  and  aller  having; 
embraced  the  two  princes  and  the  princess, 
and  mingled  his  tears  with  theii's,  ne  said, 
It  is  not  enough,  my  children;  vou  must 
embrace  each  other,  not  as  the  children  of 
the  intendant  of  my  gardens,  to  whom  1 
have  been  very  much  obliged  for  preserv- 
ing your  lives,  but  as  my  own  children,  of 
the  royal  blood  of  the  sultans  of  Persia, 
whose  glory,  I  am  persuaded,  you  will 
maintain. 

After  the  two  princes  and  princess  had 
embraced  each  other  mutually  with  new 
satisfaction,  the  sultan  sat  down  to  table 
again  with  them,  and  finished  his  meal  in 
haste ;  and  when  he  had  done,  he  said,  My 
children,  you  see  in  me  your  father:  to- 
morrow I  will  bring  the  sultaness  your 
mother,  therefore  prei)are  to  receive  her. 

Atlerwards  tlie  sultan  mounted  his  horse, 
and  returned  in  all  haste  to  his  capital.  The 
first  tiling  he  did,  as  soon  as  he  alighted  and 
entered  his  palace,  was  to  command  the 
grand  vizier  to  try  the  sulUmes^'s  two  nis- 
tcni.  They  were  taken  from  their  houses 
separately,  convicted,  and  comlemncd  to  be 
quartered;  which  sentence  wa-s  put  into 
execution  within  an  hour. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  fsulian  Khosrous- 
chah,  followed  by  all  the  lords  of  his  court 
who  were  then  present,  went  on  loot  to  the 
door  of  the  great  imwque ;  and  alter  ho  had 
taken  tlie  snlt«ine>v  out  t)f'the  strict  confine- 
ment she  had  languishcil  under  lor  so 
many  ^ears, embracing  lier  in  the  miserable 
eondhion  she  was  then  in,  he  said  to  her 
with  tears  in  his  eves,  I  come,  madam,  to 
Bsk  your  pardon  for  the  iniustice  I  have 
c/Vie  you,  and  to  make  you  the  reparation  I 
^ht  to  do ;  which  I  faiave  begun,  by  pun- 


ishing the  persona  who  put  the  ahominabW 
cheat  upon  me :  and  I  nope  you  will  look 
upon  it  as  complete,  when  I  present  to  yrna 
two  acc^mplislied  princes,  and  a  charming 
lovely  princess,  our  children.  Come  ami 
resume  your  former  rank,  with  all  the  ho- 
nours which  are  vour  due.  All  this  was 
done  and  said  before  great  crowds  of  peo* 
pie,  who  fiocked  from  all  parts  at  the  firat 
news  oi'  wiiat  was  passing,  and  immediato* 
ly  snrea  t  the  news  through  the  town. 

Next  morning  early,  the  sultan  and  sulta- 
ness, whose  mournful  humiliating  droM 
was  changed  into  magnificent  robes  suita* 
ble  to  her.  went  with  all  their  court  to  the 
house  built  by  the  intendant  of  the  gardens, 
where  the  sultan  presented  the  princet 
Baliinan  and  Perviz,  euid  the  princeH 
Parizade,  to  the  sultanew.  These,  madam, 
ssiid  he,  are  tlie  two  princes  your  sons,  and 
this  princeai  your  daughter;  embrace  them 
with  the  same  tenderness  I  have  done, 
since  they  are  wortii  v  both  of  me  and  you. 
The  tears  flowed  plentifully  down  their 
cheeks  at  these  tender  embraces,  esoecially 
the  sultaness's,  for  the  comfort  and  joy  of 
having  two  such  princes  for  her  sons,  and 
such  a  princess  for  her  daughter jon  whoiie 
accounts  she  had  endured  such  amictions  so 
loner. 

The  two  princes  and  the  princess  had  pre- 
pared a  magnificent  repast  for  the  sultan 
and  sultane>s,  and  their  court.  As  soon  as 
that  was  over,  the  sultan  led  the  sultanesi 
into  the  garden,  and  showed  her  the  harmo- 
nious tree  and  the  beautiful  effect  of  the 
yellow  fountain.  As  tor  the  bird,  she  had 
seen  him  in  his  cage,  and  the  sultan  had 
spar^  no  panegyric  in  his  praise  during  the 
repast. 

\Vhen  there  was  nothing  to  detain  the 
sultan  any  longer,  he  took  horse  again^  and 
with  the  princes  Bahman  and  Perviz  oq 
his  right  and  lefl  hand,  and  the  sultanca 
and  the  princess  at  his  lefh  preceded  and 
followed  by  all  the  officers  of  his  court,  ae- 
cordiiig  to  their  rank,  returned  to  his  capi- 
tal. Crowds  of  people  came  out  to  meet 
them.and  with  acclamations  of  joy  ushered 
them  into  the  city,where  all  eyes  were  fixed 
not  only  upon  the  sultaness,  the  two  princes, 
and  the  princess,  but  also  upon  the  bird, 
which  the  princivs  carried  belbre  her  in  his 
ra«re,  admiring  his  swe<»t  notes,  which  had 
dniwn  all  the  other  birds  alwut  him,  which 
fbll()\vt;d  liim,  flyim?  from  tree  to  tree  in  the 
country,  and  from  one  house-top  to  another 
in  the  city.  The  princes  Bahman  and 
Perviz,  and  the  princess  Parizade,  were  at 
length  brought  to  the  palace  with  this 
porrip,  and  nothing  was  to  be  seen  or  heard 
all  that  ni^ht  b%:  illuminations  and  rejoice 
ings  both  in  th«  «^Hlace  and  in  the  utmost 
parts  of  the  ci^  ^hich  lasted  many  da«« 
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The  fultan  of  tlie  Indies  could  not  but 
admire  the  prodigiouB  and  incxlmudtible 
memory  of  the  sultaness  his  wile,  wiio  liad 
entertained  him  so  nuuiy  nights  with  so 
many  diiierent  stories. 

A  thousand  and  one  nifi:hts  had  passed 
mwtiy  in  those  innocent  amusements,  wiiich 
contributed  so  much  towards  removing;  the 
■ultan'd  unhappy  prejudice  against  the 
fidelity  of  women.  His  temper  was  soft- 
ened. He  was  convinced  of  the  merit  and 
great  wis^lom  of  the  sultaness  ScJiehera- 
Bade.  He  remembei-ed  with  wliai  courage 
•he  ex()osed  herself  voluntarily  to  be  his 
wile,  wuhout  tearing  the  death  to  which 
ihe  knew  she  subjected  hcrseU',  as  the  many 
■ultanesses  did  belbre  her. 

These  considerations,  and  the  many  other 
|;ood  qualities  he  knew  her  to  be  mistress  of, 

Educed  him  at  last  to  forgive  her.     1  see, 
ve(y  Scheherazade,  sakThe,  that  you  can 


never  be  at  a  loss  for  this  tori  of 
ries  whkh  have  so  Uxifc  diverted  me.  Yoa 
have  appeased  my  anger.  1  freely  renounriL 
in  your  iavour,the  cruel  law  I  had  niinsad 
on  myself.  1  restore  >*uu  completely  id  my 
lavour,  and  will  have  you  be  looked  qdoq 
as  the  deliverer  oi'  tlie  many  damsels  1  had 
lesolved  to  have  sacrificed  to  my  umuK 
resentment. 

The  sultaness  cost  herself  at  his  feet, 
and  embniced  them  tenderly  with  all  the 
marks  of  the  most  lively  and  — '"^ 
gmtitude. 

The  grand  vizier  was  the  finrt  that 

ed  this  agreeable  news  from  the  sultaii% 
own  mouth.  It  presently  was  carried  to 
the  city,  towns,  and  provinces ;  and  gained 
tiie  6uUan,and  tlie  lovely  Seheheiazade^ 
his  consort,  univenul  applause,  aisl  ihe 
blessings  o\'  all  the  people  of  the  lofce  ca* 
pire  of  the  ludieSi 
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